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THE  SENATB  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

XT  THB  PIRST  SESSION  Of  THE  TWELFTH  C0NORE88,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOYSMBER  4^  1911. 


MonDAT  Norember  4, 1811. 
TIm  fint  lestioii  of  the  Twelfth  Congress  com* 
Meiieed  this  day  at  the  City  of  Washington,  con- 
ioffmMf  to  4he  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  Dniled  States,  of  the  2ith  of  Joly  laitt,  and 
the  Senate  assembled  in  their  Chamber. 

PRESENT : 

GnoBOB  Clinton,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

NicHOUks  Oilman  and  Chakles  Cotts,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Cbauncet  Qoodbioh  and  SAMiuaL  W.  Dana, 
from  Gonnecticat. 

Stephen  R.  Bbadlby,  from  Vetmont. 

JoB«  Surra  and  Obeoiah  Qebman,  from  New 
Tork. 

JoBN  CoNDiT  and  Jobn  Lambbbt,  from  New 
Jeisey. 

Andbbw  €(bboo  and  Michabl  Lbib,  ftom  Penii* 
sfltmnia. 

Ootbbbbioob  Horsey,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smitb  and  Pbilip  Reed,  from  Mary- 


William  B.  GHlbs,  from  Virginia. 

Jesse  Fbanklin,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillard  and  John  Taylor,  from  Soath 
Carolina. 

William  H.  Cbawfobd  and  Chables  Tait, 
from  Georgia. 

John  Pope,  from  Kentucky, 

Joseph  Anderson,  from  Tennessee. 

Thomas  Worthinoton,  from  Ohio. 

Gbobge  M.  Bibb,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislatare  of  the  State  of  KLentncky,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March 
laat;  Gbobob  W.  Campbell,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  Legisiatore  of  the  Chate  of  Tennessee, 
in  place  of  Jenkin  Whitesiob,  resigned;  Jebb- 
MiAB  B.  Howell,  appointed  a  Senator,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day 
of  March  last,  bY  the  Liegislature  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Islandand  Proridence  Plantations ;  Joseph 
B.  Vabnum,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last;  respectireiy  produced  their  creden- 


tials, which  were  read,  and  the  oath  prescribed 
by  law  was  administered  to  them,  and  they  took 
their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Messrs.  Con* 
DiTj  Cbawfobd,  Giles,  Gilman.  and  Taylob, 
their  credentials  baring  been  reaa  and  filed  dor^ 
ing  the  last  session. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  Hoose 
of  Representatires  that  a  quorum  of  the  SenatB 
is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 
.  Betohedf  That  each  Senator  he  supplied,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  such  newspa- 
pers printed  in  any  of  the  States  as  he  may  chooscL 
proTided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at  the  usual 
rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  papers ;  and 
-prorided,  also,  that  if  any  Senator  shall  choose 
to  take  any  newspapers  other  than  daily  papers, 
he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many  such  papers  as 
shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three  daily  papers* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregg, 

Reiolved,  That  the  Senate  will^  to-morrow,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  proceed  to  a  choioe  of  a  Door* 
keeper,  who  shall  also  discharge  the  duty  of  Ser- 
geant-at-Arnu. 

Mr.  Taylor  j[>re8ented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Wheaton,  praying  remuneration  for  serrices  ren- 
dered the  United  States  in  the  ReTolutionary  war, 
and  compensation  for  losses  sustained  therein. 

A  inessaffe  from  the  Hoose  of  RepresentatiYes 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  o(  the  House 
of  RepresentatiFes  is  assembled,  aod  have  elected 
Henry  Clay,  £sq».one  of  the  Representatives 
from  the  Sute  of  j£entucky,  their  Speaker,  and 
are  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  |Hirt,  iomtly  witk 
such  committee  as  may  be  an9ointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  or  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quonuii  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assemliM  and  ready  to  receiYe 
any  communications  th*t  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

The  Senate  concuired  in  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  on  iheir  part,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
solution last  mentioned ;  ana  Messrs.  Andbbson 
and  Gaillabd  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 
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Pretideni^B  Annual  Me$$age. 


NOTBMBBB,  1811. 


TuBSDAT,  NoTember  5. 

RicHABD  Bbent,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended. 

Mr.  Andebsoiv  reported,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  this  day,  at  twelre 
o'clock. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  a  committee  w«8  ap- 
pointed agreeably  to  the  forty- second  rule  for  con- 
ductinff  business  in  the  Senate;  and,  Messrs. 
Lbib,  Feanklin,  and  Cutts,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oilman^  a  cpmmittee  was 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  22d  rule  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate ;  and  Messrs  Gilman. 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Bibb,  wer^appointeu 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  FftANicbiif,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Doorkeeper,  agreeably 
to  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  collected  was  27,  of  which  Moitnt- 
JOT  Bayly  had  20,  and  was  accordingly  elected, 
in  the  place  of  James  Mathers,  deceased. 

ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  op  the  United  States  : 
Fellow-dHzena  of  ike  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

In  calling  you  together  •sooner  tfisn  a  teparttion 
ftom  your  homes  would  otherwise  have  been  required, 
I  yielded  to  considerationi  drawn  from  the  posture  of 
our  foreign  af&irs ;  and  in  fixing  the  present,  for  the 
time  of  your  meeting,  regard  was  had  to  the  probabil- 
ity of  ftirther  deyelopments  of  the  policy  of  the  belMg- 
erent  Powers  towards  this  country,  which  might  the 
more  unite  the  National  Councils  in  tne  measures  to 
be  pursued. 

t  At  the  doee  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  was  hoped 
lihat  the  suooessive  con^rmations  of  the  extinction  of  the 
P^peneh  decrees,  so  Cur  as  they  violated  our  neutral  com- 
merce, would  have  induced  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  to  repeal  its  Ordera  in  Council,  and  thereby 
authorise  a  removal  of  the  existing  obstructions  to  her 
commerce  with  the  United  Statea. 

Instead  of  this  reasonable  step  towards  satisfaction 
and  frien<Wp  between  the  two  nations,  the  Orders 
were,  at  a  moment  when  least  to  have  been  expected, 
put  into  more  rigorous  execution ;  and  it  was  com- 
municated throuib  tiie  British  Envoy  just  arrived,  that, 
whilst  the  revocati^  of  the  edicts  of  France,  as  officially 
made  known  to  the  British  Government,  was  'denied 
to  have  taken  place.  It  was  an  indispensable  condition 
of  the  repeal  of  the  Britiafa  Orders  that  commerce  should 
be  restored  to  a  footing  ^at  would  admit  the  produo- 
tioQs  and  manu&ctures  of  Great  Britain,  when  owned 
1^  neutrals,  into  marketa  ihut  against  them  by  her  en- 
emy;  the  United  States  b^g  given  to  understand  that, 
ia  the  mean  time,  a  continuance  of  their  ncm-importa- 
tion  act  would  lead  to  measuref  of  retaliation. 

At  a  later  date,  it  has  indeed  ^»peared  that  a  com- 
munieation  to  the  British  Government,  of  fresh  evi- 
dence of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  against  our 
neutral  trade,  was  fbltowed  Inr  an  intimation  that  it  had 
been  transmitted  to  the  Bntish  Plenipotentiary  here, 


in  order  that  it  might  receive  ftill  consideration  in  the 
depending  discussions.  This  oommunication  appears 
not  to  have  been  received ;  but  the  transmission  of  it 
hitherto,  instead  ef  founding  on  it  an  actus!  repeal  of 
the  orders,  or  assurances  that  the  repeal  would  ensue, 
will  not  permit  us  to  rely  on  any  emvctive  change  in 
the  British  Cabinet.  To  be  ready  tp  meet  with  cordi* 
ality  satisfactory  proofs  of  sudi  a  change,  and  to  pro* 
eeed,  in  the  mean  time,  in  adapting  our  measuree  to^ 
the  views  which  have  been  disclosed  through  that  Min- 
ister, will  best  consult  our  whole  duty. 

In  the  friendly  spirit  of  those  disclosures,  indemnity 
and  redreas  for  other  wrongs  have  continued  to  be 
withheld ;  and  our  coasts,  and  the  mouths  of  oUr  har- 
bors, have  again  witnessed  scenes  not  less  derogatory 
to  the  dearest  of  oar  national  rights,  than  vexatious  V> 
the  regular  course  of  our  trade. 

Among  the  occurrences  produced  by  the  conduct  of 
British  ships  of  war  hovering  on  our  coasts,  was  an 
encounter  between  one  of  them  and  the  American  frig- 
ate commanded  by</|ptain  Rodgers,  rendered  unavoid- 
able on  the  part  of  me  latter,'  by  a  Are,  commenced 
widiottt  cause,  by  the  former;  whose  oommander  ia 
therefore  alone  chaifgeaUe  with  the  blood  Unfortunatelj 
shed  in  maintaining  the  honor  of  the  American  §mg^ 
The  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry,  requested  bj 
X)aptain  Rodgers,  are  communicated,  together  with  the 
oorre^wndeooe  relatingto  the  oocurrenoe  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy. 
To  these  are  added  the  several  correspondences  whidi. 
have  passed  on  the  subject  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council ;  and  to  both,  the  correspondence  relating  to 
the  Floridas,  in  which  Congress  will  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  interposition  which  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  has  thought. proper  to  make  against  the 
proceeding  of  the  United  States. 

The  justioe  and  fiumess  which  have  been  evmeed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  towards  France,  both 
before  and  since  the  revocation  of  her  decreed,  author- 
ised an  expectation  that  her  (jovemment  would  h^ve 
followed  up  that  measure  by  all  such  others  as  were 
due  to  our  reasonable  claims,  as*  well  as  dictated  by  ite 
amicable  profeaaions.  No  proo^  however,  is  yet  given 
of  an  intention  to  repair  the  other  wronga  done,  to  tiio 
United  States,  and  particularly  to  restore  the  great 
amount  of  American  property  seised  and  condemned 
under  edicts  which,  though  not  afiecting  our  neutral 
relations,  and  therefore  not  entering  into  questions  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  other  belligerents,  were,, 
nevertheless,  founded  in  such  unjust  principles  that 
the  reparation  ouaht  to  have  been  prompt  and  ample. 

In  addition  to  this  and  other  demands  of  strict  right 
on  that  nation,  the  United  States  have  much  reason  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  rigorous  and  unexpected  re- 
strictions to  which  their  trade  with  the  French  domin- 
ions has  been  subjected ;  and  which,  if  not  discontin- 
ued,  will  require  at  least  corresponding  restrictions  on 
imoortations  from  France  into  Uie  United  States. 

On  all  those  subjects,  our  Minister  Plenipote^tiaiy^ 
lately  sent  to  Paria,  has  carried  with  him  the  necessary 
instructions ;  the  remilt  of  which  will  be  conmiuni- 
cated  to  you,  and  by  ascertaining  the  ulterior  policy  of 
the  French  Government  towards  the  United  States,, 
will  enable  you  to  adapt  to  it  that  of  the  United  States 
towards  France. 

Our  other  foreign  relations  remain  wi&out  unfiLvor- 
able  changes.  With  Russia  they  are  on  the  beet  loot- 
ing of  friendship.  The  ports  of  Sweden  have  afibrded 
proofo'of  friendly  dispositions  towards  our  commerce 
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NoTHtraK,  ISll. 


PreMemVe.  Anmmi  Meuagt. 


Skiiati* 


IB  Hm  Gondii  •«  thill  MitiMialfle.  Ami^Sb^iaauiam^ 
tMH  ksm  4>ar  ipecMd  Minictor  to  DwunariL,  rtiows  thtt 
the  nussion  bad  >mA  attMidsd  with  Taluable  effiscta  to 
oar  citiieiis,  whose  property  had  been  lo  extensively 
viokted  and  endangered  by  enusere  wider  the  Danirii 
flag. 

Under  the  ominoBs  indieatioBs  whidi  commanded 
aftentiofD^'it  became  a  dnlr  to  exert  the  means  com- 
nitted  to  the  Exeentive  department  in  proTiding  Ibr 
the  general  security.  The  works  of  defence-  on  our 
maritimQ  froB«i«r  have  aeeordinglf  been  prosecuted 
with  an  activity  leaving  little  to  be  added  for  the^^om* 
pletaon  of  the  most  important  o|ies ;  and»  as  partien- 
failj  suited  for  ooK>p8raAion  in  emergencies,  a  portion 
of  the  gnnhoite  have,  in  paiticolar  hafbiHs,  been  or- 
dered into  use.  The  ships  of  war  b^brd  in  oemmis- 
floo,  with  the  addition  of  a  frigate,  have  been  chiedj 
emplojed  as  a  cruisiil^  guard  to  the  ri|^  of  our  eoast 
And  such  a  disposi^n  has  been  made  of  pur  knd. 
forces,  as  was  thought  to  promise  the  services  most  ap' 
piopiinte  and  important.  In  this  disposition  is^ineluded 
a  Ince,  coasMting  of  fegulars  and  militia,  embodied  in 
the  Indiana  Tprritog^,  and  marched  towards  our  North- 
western frontier.  Tl^s  measure  was  made  requisite 
by  Uie  several  murders  and  depredatioi^s  committed  by 
Ini^ifty*^  bat  more  especially  by  the  menacing  prepara- 
tions and  aspect  x>f  a  combination  of  them  on  the  Wa- 
ba^  under  the  influenpe  and  direction  of  a  fanatic  of 
the  Shawanese  tribe,  y^ith  these  exceptions,  the  In- 
dian tribes  retain  their  peaceable  dispositions  towards 
Us,  and  their  usual  pursuits. 

I  mustr  now  add  that  the  period  is  arrived  which 
dums  from  the  Legislative  guardians  of  the  national 
rights  a  system  of  more  ample  prdvisions  for  maintain- 
ing them.  Notwithstanding  the  scrupulous  justice, 
the  protraoled  moderation,  and  the  multiplied  e^rts, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  SUtes,  to  substitute  for  the 
aeeomidndng  dangers  to  the  peaoe  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, ail  the  mutual  advantages  of  re-established  fHend- 
i&ip  and  'eonfidence,  we  have  seen  that  the  British 
Cabinet  perseveres,  not  only  in  wtthholdSng  a  remedy 
for  other  wrongr,  so  long  and  so  loudly  calling  for  it, 
but  in  the  execution,  brought  home  to  the  threshold 
of  our  territory,  of  measuriBs  which,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, have  the  character,  as  well  as  the  efiect, 
of  war  on  our  lawful  commerce. 

With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexibility,  ini  tramp- 
fing  on  rights  which  no  independent  nation  can  relin- 
quish. Congress'  will  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  b^ 
the  cruris^  and  corresponding  with  the  national  spirit 
and  expectations. 

I  recommend,  accordingly,  that  ad^qttate  povision 
be  made  for  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlist- 
ments of  the  regular  troops ;  for  an  auxiliary  force,  to 
be  engaged  for  a  more  limited  term ;  for  the  acceptance 
of  volunteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  court  a 
participation  in  nrgont  services ;  for  detadiments,  as 
thsjr  may  be  wanted,  of  other  portions  of  ths  militia ; 
asd  for  anch  a  preparation  of  the  great  bo^  as  will 
pioportion  its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  o^pacities.  Nor 
can  the  occasion  fail  to  remind  you  of  the  inqMirtance 
of  those  mQitary  seminaries  which,  ip  every  event,  will 
form  a  valuable  and  frugal  part  of  our  Military  £st^ 
lishmenL 

The  manu&cture  of  cannon  and  small  arms  has  pro- 
ceeded with  due  success ;  and  the  stock  and  resources 
of  all  the  necessary  munitions  are  adequate  to  emer- 
gencies. It  will  not  be  inexpedient,  however,  for  Con- 
gress to  authorize  an  enlargement  (^them. 


Yovr  attention  wiU^  of  courve,  bedr^wn  to  such  pro- 
Visions  on  the  subject  of  our  naval  force  as  may  he  re* 
quired  for  the  services  to  which  it  may  be  best  adapted. 
I  submit  toOongress  the  seasonableness  also  of  an  au- 
thority to  augment  the  stock  of  such  materials  as  are 
imperishable  in  Uicir  n^ure,  or  may  not  at  once  be  at- 
t^able. 

In  contemplating  the  scenes  which  distinguish  this 
momentous  epoch,  and  e^timatidg  their  claims  to  our 
attention,  it  is  impossible  to  overfook  those  developing 
theniselves  among  the  great  communities  which  occu- 
py the  l^uthem  portion  of  our  hfynispfaere,  and  extend 
into  our  neighborhood.  An  enlarged  philanthrqiyy 
and  aa  enlightened  forecast,  concur  in  imponng  on  the 
national  Councils  an  obliga^n  to  take  a  de^  imsir- 
est  in  their  destimesi  to  chensh  redproeal  sentiments 
of  good  will,  to  regard  the  progress  of  events,  and  not 
to  be  unpr^ared  for  whatevisr  order  of  thii^  may  h% 
ultimately  established.   • 

Under  another  aspect  of  our  situation«  the  early  at- 
tention of  Congress  will  be  due  to  the  expediency  of 
further  guards  against  evasiotts  .and  infractions  of  our 
commerd^  laws.  The  practice  of  smuggling,  which 
is  odious  everywhere,,  and  particularly  criminal  in  free 
Governments,  where  the  laws  being  made  by  all  for 
the  good  of  dl,  a  fraud  is  committed  Oki  every  individ- 
ual as  weir  as  on  the  State,  attains  its  utmost  guilt 
when  it  blends,  with  a  pursuit  of  ignominious  gain,  a. 
treacherous  subserviency  in  the  transgressors  to  a  for* 
eign  policy,  adverse  to  that  of  their  own  country.  It 
is  then  that  the  virtuous  indignation  of  the  public  should 
be  enabled  to  manifest  itself  through  the  regular  ani- 
madversions of  the  most  competent  laws. 

To  secure  greater  respect  to  our  mercantile  flag,  and 
to  the  honest  interests  which  it.coversy  it  is  expedient 
also  that  it  be  made  punishable  in  our  citizens  to  accept 
licenses  from  foreign  Governments  for  a  trade  unlaw- 
fully interdicted  by  them  to  other  American  citizens; 
or  to  trade  under  false  colors  or  papers  of  any  sort 

A  prohibition  is  equally  called  for  against  the  ac- 
ceptance, by  our  citizens,  Of  special  licenses  to  be  used 
in  a  trade  with  the  United  States ;  and  against  the  ad- 
mission into  particular  ports  of  the  United  States  of 
vessels  from  foreign  countries  authorized  to  trade  with 
particular  ports  only. 

Although  other  subjects  will  press  more  immediately 
oi^^our  deliberations,  a  portion  of  them  cannot  but  be 
well  bestowed  on  the  just  and  souncf  poli<gr  of  securing 
to  our  manufactures  the  success  they  have  attained, 
and  are  still  attaining,  in  some  degree,  under  the  im- 
pulse of  causes  not  permanent;  and  to  our  navigation 
the  fiiir  extent  of  which  it  is  at  present  abridged  by  the 
unequal  regulations  of  foreign  Governments. 

Besides  the  reasopableness  of  saving  our  manufao- 
tuvers  from  sacrifices  which  a  diange  of  circumstancee 
might  bring  on  them,  the  national  interest  requires 
that,  with  respect  to  such  articles  at  least  as  belong  to 
our  defence  and  our  .primary  wauls,  we  should  not  be 
left  in  unnecesary  dependence  on  external  suj^lies. 
And  whilst  foreign  Governments  adhere  to  the  exist- 
ing discriminations  in  their  ports  against  our  navi^ 
gation,  and  an  equality  or  lesser  discrimination  is  en- 
joyed by  their  navigation  in  our  ports,  the  eflect  can- 
not be  mistaken,  because  it  has  been  seriously  felt 
by  our  shipping  interests;  and  in  proportion  as  this 
takes  place,  the  advantages  of  an  independent  convey- 
ance of  our  products  to  foreign  markets,  and  of  a  grow- 
ing body  of  mariners,  trained  by  their  occupation  for 
the  service  of  their  [country  in  times  of  danger,  must 
be  diminiihed. 
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TlVB  leceiptB  into  the  TreafQiy  Avaittg  4lbi6  fmar  end- 
ing  <m  Ae  ttortteth  of  Boptember  hwt,  faave  exceeded 
dihteen  nullione  and  a  faielf  of  dollan,  end  have  eiiF> 
aUed  OB  to  d^raj  the  current  expenaes,  inehidfaig 
the  intweat  on  the  public  debt^  and  to  reimburae  mare, 
than  ^we  miUiopa  <^  dollara  of  the  principal,  without 
recurring  to  the  loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  laat 
•eaaion.  The  tenporary  loan  obtained  in  the  latter 
«nd  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten, 
has  also  been  reimbursed,  and  is  not  mduded  in  that 
«mount. 

The  decrease  of  r«renue  arising  from  th6  situation 
of  our  commerce  and  the  extraordinary  expeiisei  whieh . 
haTo  and  may  become  necessaiy,  must  b^  taken  into 
▼iew,  in  making  commensurate  ptovisions  for  the  en- 
suing year*  And  I  recommend  i4  your  consideration 
Ibe  propriety  of  insuring  a  sufficiency  of  aqntlal -reve- 
nue, at  least  to  de^y  the  ordinary  ezpenees  of  Gor- 
emment,  and  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
including  that  on  new  loans  which'  m^y  be  authorised. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  express- 
ing my  deep  sense  of  the  crisis  in  which  you  are  as-' 
aembled,  my  confidence  in  a  wise  and  honorable  result 
to  your  deliberations,  and  asswances  of  the  fiwthful 
seal  with  which  my  co-operating  duties  will  be  dis- 
charged ;  invoking,  at  the  same  time,  the  Messing  of 
Heaven  on  our  beloved  country,  and  on  all  the  means 
that  may  be  employed  in  vindicating  its  rights  and  ad- 
vancing its  irtmiB* 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

WASHiiroToir,  Noffember  B,  1811. 

The  Message  and  part  of  the  documents  therein 
referred  to  were  read,  and  three  handred  copies  of 
the  Message  and  of  the  documents,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  read,  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate.  ^ 

Wednesday,  Norember  6. 

James  Llotd,  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  reading  the  documents 
referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  yesterday.  And,  after  progress, 
adjourncMl. 

Thursday,  Norember  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  reading  the  documents 
referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  5th  instant ;  and  ordered 
that  nine  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Message 
and  documents,  in  addition  to  the  three  hundred 
already  ordered,  be  printed  for  the  nae  of  the 
Senate,  makins  ia  the  whole  one  tboqsand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  copies. 

The  following  motions  were  submitted  by  Mr. 
QiLBS  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  concerns  the  relations  be- 
tween the  United  States  aivd  France  and  Great  Britain, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  a 
•elect  committee,  with  instructions  to  examine  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  committee 
nave  leave  to  report  by  bill,  bilb,  or  otherwise. 

Reaohed,  That  so  much  oi  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  encounter 
between  an  American  frigate  and  a  British  ship  of 


war,  irith  the  ^sampynyiBg  deoaisnls^  betefctred  to  a 
seioet  committee,  with  instmotions  to  ezamino  the 
saaae  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

/tesoftwii,  That  so  much  of  the  Meaaaga  of  the  Presik 
d^t  of  tlie  United  States  as  rdates  to  the  evasions 
and  infractions  of  the  commercial  laws  thereof  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  widi  inatraetions  to  ex- 
amine into  the  subject  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senata* 
and  dmft  the  committee  liave  leav»  to  report  by  bUl«: 
Inlla,  or  'otherwise. 

Remhed,  That  so  mtfteh  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  ttie  UnitM  Stales  as  relatea  to  the  maauftc- 
turea  thereof,  be  referred  to  a  edeet  committee,  with 
ifiatructi<ms  to  examine  into  tfaiat  subject,  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  eemmittee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  biUs,  or  otherwise. 

Fbiday,  November  8. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

Eeaolved,  That  Mountjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  Serg^eant  at^rraa  tp  the  Senate,  be^  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assisunt  and 
two  liorses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
services  as  are'  usually  required  by  the  Door-^ 
keeper  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty- 
eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  that  pur-, 
pose,  to  commence  with,  and  remain  during  the 
session  and  for  twenty-  days  after. 

Mr.  Leib  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  trans- 
i)ortation  of  certain  documents  free  of  postage. 

Mr.  Varnum  submitted  the  followinf  motion 
for  consideration : 

Re$olved,  That  two  Ghapbina,  of  different  denomi« 
nations,  be  appointed  to  Congreas  during,  the  presest 
session,  c^ne  by  each  House,  who  sliaU  inteichange 
weekly. 

Mr.  WokTHiNGTOEi  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consi4eration : 

Reaohedy  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi* 
dent  oi  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Indian  affeira, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
examine  into  that  aubject,  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate,  land  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill,  bills,  or  othervrise. 

The  President  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Republican  Corresponding  Society,  met  at 
Bfookville,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  enjoining 
it  on  their  Delegate  in  Congress  to  uae  his  ex« 
ertions  in  favor  of  a  law  authorizing  the  people 
of  that  Territory  to  elect  their  sheri£«nd  magis- 
trates once  in  two  inears ;  whicii  was  read. 

Mr.  SifiTB,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  ok 
Monday  he  should  ask  ieave  ^  bring  in  a  bill 
making  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Eogi* 
neers. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  yesterday,  "that  so  much  of 
'  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 

<  as  concerns  the  relations  between  tbe  United 

<  States  and  France  and  Great  Britain,  with  the 

<  accompanying  documents)  be  referred  to  a  select 
'  committee,  with  instructions  to  ^examine  and 

report  thereon  to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee have  ieave  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  others 
wise;"  and,  having  agreeo,  thereto,    Messrs. 
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€hLB8,  Cbaw^ori^  Gttoo,  PKAUcbiif,  LloVd, 
BatAOLMYj  and  Pofb,  were  appoioted  ibe  eon- 

Tbe  following  Message  wtts  received  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  or  the  United  States  : 

I  now  lay  befere  Coogi«B»  two  iatten  to  tha  Departs 
Bwnt  of  Sute,  one  from  the  pfeseet  PleaipoteBtiary  of 
France,  the  other  from  hU  predeceraor,  whkh  were 
not  iododed  among  the  documents  accompanyiiig  mj 
lieenge  of  the  6th  mstent,  the  Cranelation  of  them  b&* 
ing  not  then  completed* 

JAMES  MADISON. 

NotxxbxbT,  1811. 

The  Message  and  letters  therein  referred  te 
vere  read,  and  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  u^  of  the 
Senate,  and  annexed  to  the  docamenta  with  the 
Message  of  the  5th  iostant. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coasideratioa  of  the 
motion  submitted  yesterday, ''  that  so  much  of  the 

*  Message,  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  as  relates  to  the  evasions  and  infractions  of  the 
'  commercial  laws  thereof,  be  referred  to  a  select 
'  committee,  with  instructions  to  examine  into 
'  the  eobjeet  and  re^rt  thereon  to  the  Senate, 

*  and  thai  the  eommutee  have  leave  to  report  by 
^biU,  bills,  or  otherwise;"  aad  having  agreed 
thereto,  Messrs.  Smith  of  Marflftod,  Taylor, 
GiLHAic,  GkKmRicB,  and  Anoaasoit,  were  ap- 
poiated  the  eommtttee. 

Ob  motion  by  Mn  Andirsoh,  the  eoaaidera- 
ation  of  the  other  resolution^  submitted  yesterday 
was  postponed  till  Monday. 

MoMBiiT,  November  11. 

James  Turner,  appointed  a  Seaator  by  the  Le- 
gislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
term  of  six  yeirs,  commencing  on  the  4tn  day  of 
March  las^  produced  his  credentials ;  which  were 
read,  and  the  oath  preseribed  by  law  was  admin- 
istered to  him,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate; 

Mr.  Lbib  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  hill  to  authorize  the  transportation  of  certain 
documents  free  of  postage  j  and  the  biU  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  apd  read  a  third  timCi 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  7th  instant,  *^  that  so  much  of  the 

*  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  as  relates  to  the  manufactures  thereof,  be  referred ' 

*  to  a^ect  commiuee,  with  instructions  to  exam- 
'  tne  into  that  subject,  and  report  thereon  to  the 
'  Seiiate;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 

*  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise."  And  having 
agreed  to  the  motion,  Messrs.  Varnum,  Worth- 
iiiOTON,  Braolby,  Conoit,  and  Dana,  Ivere  ap- 
patnted  the  committee. 

The  coosideration  of  the  other  resolution,  sub- 
mitted the  7th  instant,  was- further  postponed.  -^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  Sth  instant,  "  that  so  much 

*  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States  as  relates  to  Indian  affiiirs  be  referred  to 

*  a  seieet  ceiom^tee,  with  inatraotions  to  exam- 


dniAVB. 

*  ine  into  that  an^aet,  attd  .report  thereon  to  the 
'  Senate;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 

*  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise.*'  And  having 
agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  WoRTHmeTON,  Popb^ 
Campbbll  of  Tennessee,  Crawforo,  and  Grbqo, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Bradlby  presented  the  petition  of  the  Di« 
rectors  of  the  Washington  Canal  Company,  pray- 
ing to  be  empowered  by  law  to  raise  the  sum  of 
$52,500,  by  small  annual  lotteries,  as  authorized 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, of  November,  1795,  to  enable  them  to  com* 
plete  the  canal,  and  to  drain  the  ground  through 
which  it  runs;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  J.  and  E.  Phillips  and  others,  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  resident  in  Boston j  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Mas^chnsetts,  importersof  iron  and  other 
hardware  from  England,  praying  that  provisioa 
may  be  ipade  by  law  for  the  it^portation  of  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  were  by  them 
bona  fide  purchased  on  or  before  the  2d  day  of 
February  last,  in  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain ; 
or  sqch  other  relief  as  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
Congress  may  devise.-  And  the  petition  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tdesoay,  November  1%. 

Albxak^br  Campbbll,  from  tho  Smteof  Ohio, 
took  Ills  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr«  Giusa  presented  the  |>etitiohH>f  Larkid 
Smith,  collector  of  the  district  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  praying  additioiial  com* 
peasationj  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  his  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Qiles.  Smith  of  Maryland,, 
and  Bradley,  were  appointeid  the  committee. 
,  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  transport- 
ation of  certain  documents  free  of  postage ;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  concur  in  t^  resolution  of  the  Senate,  oi 
the  ilth  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains. 

The  bill  brought  op  for  concurrence  was  twice 
read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  and  obtained ' 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  Corps  of  Engineers.    The  bill  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

On  ihotion  by  Mr.BaADLBY,  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Canal 
Company,  presented  yesterday,  was  referred  to  a 
seieet  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Bradley,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  and  Gaillard,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

On  jmotion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  petition  of  J.  and 
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TlVB  recemti  in^  the  TrMtmy  imiag  the  fmar  end- 
ing on  the  niiftieth  of  Boptember  hot,  have  exceeded 
li&teen  miUions  and  a  half  of  dolfaira,  and  have  ei^ 
ftUed  OB  to  d^raf  the  cortont  ezpensee,  inchiding 
the  intereat  on  the  public  debt^  and  to  reimbune  more 
than  five  milliopB  of  dollars  of  ttve  principal)  wi^ont 
recurring  to  the  loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  laat 
eeaaion.  The  temporary  loan  obtained  in  the  latter 
«nd  of  the  jear  one  thouaand  eight  hundred  and  ten, 
has  also  been  reimbursed,  and  is  not  included  In  that 
amount. 

The  decrease  of  r«Tenue  arising  from  the  situation 
of  our  commerce  and  the  extraordinary  expenses  which . 
hsTO  and  may  become  necessary,  must  b^  taken  into 
▼iew,  in  making  commensurate  provMons  for  the-  en- 
s^g  year.  And  I  recommend  to  yoiu"  consideration 
the  propriety  of  insuring  a  sufficiency  of  annual  reve-- 
nue,  at  least  to  defray  Uie  Mdinary  expenses  of  Got- 
emment,  and  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
including  diat  on  new  loans  which'  may  be  authoiiied. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  express- 
tag  my  deep  sense  of  the  crisis  in  which  you  are  as- 
aembled,  my  confidence  in  a  wise  and  honorable  result 
to  your  deliberations,  acid  asewances  of  the  frathfril 
seal  with  whidi  my  co-<^p«rating  duties  will  be  dis- 
charged ;  iuToking,  at  the  same  time,  the  Messing  of 
Heayen  on  our  beloved  country,  and  on  all  the  means 
Hiat  may  be  empk^d  in  vindicating  its  rights  and  ad- 
vancing its  wemrer 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

WAsBiiroTOv,  Novelnber  5,  1811. 

The  Message  and  part  of  the  documents  therein 
referred  to  were  read,  and  three  hundred  copies  of 
the  Message  and  of  the  documents,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  read,  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate.  -^ 

Wednesday,  Norember  6. 

James  Llotd^  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  reading  the  documents 
referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  yesterday.  And,  after  progress, 
adjourned. 

THURSDAY)  November  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  readin^the  documents 
referred  Coin  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  5th  instant;  and  ordered 
that  nine  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Message 
and  documents,  in  addition  to  the  thr«e  hundred 
already  ordered,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  making  ia  the  whole  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  copies. 

The  following  mociobs  were  submitted  by  Mr. 
QiLBS  for  cOBsideraiion : 

Resoivedf  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  concerns  the  relations  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France  and  Great  Britain, 
wi^  the  accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  a 
•elect  committee,  with  instructions  to  examine  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  committee 
bave  leave  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Rtsolvedi  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  encounter 
between  an  American  frigate  and  a  British  ship  of 


war,  Irith  tha  ^sanipynying  dsiWisn<s»  ho  wfetted  to  a 
soloet  committee,  with  instmolions  to  examine  the 
saaae  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

JZesoMe^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi* 
dmit  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  evasions 
and  infractions  of  the  commercial  laws  thereof  be  re- 
ferred to.  a  select  committee,  with  imptruetions  to  ex- 
amine into  the  subject  and  report  theroon  to  the  SenatOf 
and  that  the  eommitteo  have  leava.  to  report  by  bUl,- 
bills,  or  'Otherwise. 

Ke§ohed,  That  so  milteh  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  UnitM  States  as  relates  to  the  maaiifiu> 
tures  thereof,  be  refinred  to  a  sdoet  committee,  with 
ifistructi<ms  to  examine  into  that  subject,  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  eemmittee  luve 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Friday,  November  8. 

,    On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

Besolvedj  That  Mountjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  Sergeant  at-vArms  tp  the  Senate,  be^  and  he  is 
hereby,  autho^zed  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  liorses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
seiVices  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Door^ 
keeper'to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty- 
eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  commence  with,  and  remain  during  the 
session  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Mr.  Leib  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  trans- 
i)ortation  of  certain  documents  free  of  postage. 

Mr.  Varncm  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Resohed,  That  two  Ghaplaina,  of  different  denomi- 
nations, be  appointed  to  Congress  during,  the  preeest 
session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  inteichange 
weekly. 

Mr.  WokTHiNGTOEi  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consi4erat{on : 

JReaohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Indian  af&irs, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
oxamine  into  that  aubject,  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate,  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bHl,  bills,  or  o^erwise. 

The  President  communicated  a  resoiutioQ  of 
the  Republican  Corresponding  Society,  met  at 
Brookville,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  enjoining 
it  on  their  Delegate  in  Congress  to  use  his  ex* 
ertions  in  favor  of  a  law  autliorizing  the  people 
of  that  Territory  to  elect  their  sheri£«nd  magis- 
trates once  in  two  vtears ;  which  was  read.        > 

Mr.  SiHTB,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  on 
Monday  he  should  ask  leave  to  hrtng  in  a  bill 
making  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Eogi- 
neers. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consfderation  of  the 
motion  submitted  yesterday,  ^that  so  much  of 
*  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 

<  as  concerns  the  relations  between  tbe  United 

<  States  and  France  and  Great  Britain,  with  the 

<  accompanying  documents)  be  referred  to  a  select 
'  committee,  with  instructions  to  Examine  and 

report  thereon  to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  bv  bill,  bills,  or  other- 
wise;" and,  having  agreea,  thereto,    Messrs. 
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GtLBS,  Cbaw^ord^  €ht»«o,  PKAUcbiif,  LloVd, 
Bbadlbt,  aiKl  PoFB,  wer«  appoioted  iIm  eo«- 

Tbe  following  Message  was  reeeirad  from  the 
PaaaiDSNT  or  the  United  dTATsa: 
T9tk€  SmtOe  of  the  VmUd  i^aie^.- 

I  now  lay  benre  Coogmss  two  letten  to  tha  Departs 
Mini  of  8tate^  ooa  freia  the  pfeseat  PleaipoteBtiary  of 
Franoe^  tha  oiher  from  his  predecasior,  whkh  weca 
not  iodaded  aaaoag  the  documents  accompanying  my 
MesMga  of  the  6th  instant,  the  Cranslation  of  them  bfr* 
ing  not  then  comaleted* 

JAMES  MADISON; 

NoTXMaaaT,  1811. 

The  Message  and  letters  therein  refanad  te 
ware  read,  and  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  u^  of  the 
Senate,  and  annexed  to  the  docamenta  with  the 
Massage  of  the  5th  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
mocioo  sabmitted  yesterday,  *^  that  so  much  of  the 
'Measage.of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  as  relates  to  the  erasions  and  infractions  of  the 
<  commercial  laws  thereof,  be  referred  to  a  select 
'committee,  with  instructions  to  examine  into 
'  the  aubjeet  and  reijport  thereon  to  the  Senate, 

*  and  that  the  eommittae  have  leava  to  report  by 
'hill,  bills,  or  otherwise;''  and  having  agreed 
thereto,  Affeasrs.  Smith  of  Biarylaod,  Tatlos, 
GiLHAic,  {3ooimtcB,  and  Anniaaoit^  ware  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr*  Andirson,  the  ooaaidera- 
atioDof  the  other  resolutions  submitted  yesterday 
was  postponed  tiH  Monday. 

MoMniT,  November  11. 

Jam  18  TuBif  fin,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  A>r  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of 
Maich  )a^  produced  his  credentials ;  whicb  were 
read,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  admin- 
istered to  him,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lbib  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  transportation  of  certain 
doenmenta  free  of  pastage;  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  irst  and  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  apd  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
modoa  of  the  7th  instant,  ^'that  so  much  of  the 

*  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  as  relatea  to  the  manufactures  thereof,  i>e  referred 
'  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  exam- 
^  iae  into  that  aubjeet,  and  report  therenn  to  the 
'  Senate;  and  that  the  coaamittee  have  leave  to 

*  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise."  And  having 
agreed  to  the  motion,  Messrs.  Varnum,  Worth- 
iiiOTON,  Braolby^  Condit,  and  DaMa,  Ivere  ap- 
poioted the  committee. 

Tbe  consideration  of  tha  other  resolution,  aiab- 
mhted  the  7ch  instant,  vraa  further  postponed.  ^ 

The  Senate  reaamed  the  aonsideration  of  the 
fliotioB  made  on  the  8th  instant,  "  that  so  much 

*  af  the  Massage  of  the  President  of  the  United 

*  States  as  reh^  to  Indian  affairs  be  referred  to 
'  a  aeleat  committea,  with  inatraotiona  to  exam- 


ine ima  that  an^aat,  attd  .report  thateon  to  tha 
'  Senate;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
-  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise.*'  And  having 
agreed  thateto«  M^asrs.  WoRTBNieTON,  Pops, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  and  Gregg, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  tbe  8th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Braolby  presented  the  petition  of  the  Di« 
rectors  of  the  Washington  Canal  Company,  pray- 
ing to  be  empowered  by  law  to  raise  the  sum  of 
$52,500,  by  small  annual  lotteries,  as  authorized 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  Mary- 
land, of  November,  1795,  to  enable  them  to  com* 
plete  the  canal,  and  to  drain  the  ground  through 
which  it  runs;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  memorial  and  peti- 
tton  of  J.  and  BS.  Phillips  and  others,  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  resident  in  Boston,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  importersof  iron  and  other 
hardware  from  England,  praying  that  provisioa 
may  be  ipade  by  law  for  the  it^portation  of  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  were  by  them 
bona  fide  purchased  on  or  before  the  2d  day  of 
February  last,  in  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain ; 
or  such  other  relief  as  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
Congress  may  devise.-  And  tbe  petition  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ToEapAY,  November  12. 

'  ALBZAiinBR  Campbbll,  from  the  State  af  Ohio, 
took  liis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  QiLEa  presented  the  petitioh  <>f  Larkid 
Smith,  collector  of  the  district  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  praying  additfoiial  com* 
pensatioU}  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  his  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Qiles.  Smith  of  Maryland,, 
and  Bradley,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
,  A  message  from  (he  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  transport- 
ation of  certain  documents  free  of  postaire;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tbe  Senate. 
They  concur  in  t^  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  ilth  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains. 

The  bill  brought  up  for  concurrence  was  twice 
read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  Corps  of  Engineers.  The  bill  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

On  ibotion  by  Mr.  BaADLsr,  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Canal 
Company,  presented  yesterday,  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Bradley,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  and  Gaillard,  ware  appointed  the 
conumitee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  petition  of  J.  and 
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S.  Phtliips  mid  odMn,  praseiited  Tetttrday,  wts 
referred. to  a  eeieec  coounittte,  lo  coesider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  eitd  Messrs. 
Llotd,  Qradi«ky,  and  Fr am klin,  were  appointed 
the  eofnmitteek 


WED1IB8D1.Y,  Noverobei;  13. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Matthew  Lyon,  stating  that  he  was  fined  and 
imprisoned  under  the  law  commonly  called  the 
sedition  act, and  praying  remission  of  the, fine,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  his  memorial ;  which 
was  read. 

The  bill  making?  further  provision  for  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  was  read  the  secood  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  An- 
derson, Bradley,  C a AT^FORD,  and  German,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bripg  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Miaifie. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  transportation 
of  certain  documents  free  of  postage,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill  originating 
in  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  transportation  of 
certain  documents  free  of  posuge,  was  postponed 
10  the  first  Monday  inlDecember  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chap- 
lain to  CoagM»s  on  their  part,  in  pumuance  of  the 
resolution  of  the  two  Houses;  and,  on  counting 
the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  Jobn  Breck- 
ehridge  had  a  majority,  and  was  accordingly 
elected. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration :  ' 

Eesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  infor- 
matioB  whether  tobacco  of  the  growth  of  the  United 
States  may  be  purchased  by  the  regie  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  consumption  of  France ;  if  not,  hi  what  ^por- 
tion may  auch  tobacco  be  purchased  i>y  the  regie ;  whe- 
ther the  supplies  of  tobacco  imported  into  France  fand 
which  may  be  transported  through  France  into  Ger- 
many and  other  European  S^tes)  is  subjected  to  a 
transit  duty ;  if  so,  what  is  the  amount  of  such  duty. 
And,  also,  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  atanff 
of  the  duties  impoaed  by  France  on  such  of  the  produce 
and  manufoctnres  of  the  United  Sutes  the  entry  of 
which  is  permitted,  and  particularly  of  tobacco,  cotton, 
fish  oil,  and  dried  fi«h,  and  sUting  ^if  any)  the  difier- 
ence  of  duty  charged  on  such  goods  unported  from  ^e 
United  States,  and  similar  articles  when  introduced 
into  France  firom  other  States,  either  over  land  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Worthinoton  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Re$olved,  That  a  oemmittea  be  appointed  to  inquire 
if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provision  or  alterations 
are  necessary  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  leave  te  r^ort 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 


TairaaDAY,  Norem^eir  14; 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland ;  and,  on  motioa 
by  Mr.  LloYd,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  -be  postponed  until  to-moriow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yesterday, 
by  Mr.  WoRTHiifOTOH;  and, 

\Re9(doedy  Tuat  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provisions 
or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposition  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  WoTBiNOTorr,  Franklin,  Grego, 
QooDRicH.  and  Bradley,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Bradley  asked  and  obtained  l^ve  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  reliefof  Charles  Minifie ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
•    The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  StateIb  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Houie  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States.* 

I  communicate  to  Congress  copies  of  a  correspon- 
dence between  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  relative  to  the  aggressions  committed  by  a  Brit- 
ish ship  of  war  on  the  United  States  fHgate  Chesa- 
peake, by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  that  subject  of  di^ 
feraace  between  the  two  countries  fii  terminated  by  an 
ofier  of  reparalioa,  whicli  has  been  aoeeded  to. 

MMfiS  MADISON. 

WAsaiNeToir,  Nov*  IB,  1811.  . 

The  Messafi^  knd'' papers  therein  referred  to 
^ere  read  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  Presibbnt  or  thb  Uvitbs  Sta.t£8  : 
T9  the  Semaeimd  Mouse  of 

JUpresmtaHves  of&e  United  SUUe$ : 

I  lay  before  Congres  the  result  of  the  census  lately 
taken  pf  the  inhabitanto  of  the  United  Stetes»  with  a 
letter  from  tke  Secretary  of  State  relative  thereto. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

NovBXBxa  13,  1811. 

The  Jyiessage  and  documents  therein  referred  to 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  November  15.    . 

A  message  from  the  Houre  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  appoint* 
ed  the  Reverend  Mr.  Sngthbn  Chaplain  to  Cod- 
gress  for  the  present  session,  on  their  part.' 

The  l^ill  for  the  reliefof  Charles  Minifie  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  \  and  on 
balloting,  Measre.  Qilbb,  Bradlby,  and  Gooo- 
RioH.  were  elected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradley,  ^e] was  excused, 
as  was  also  Mr.  Gsnoo,  standing  the  next  highest 
on  the  ballot ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  Messn. 
Giles,  Goooricb,  and  Framkun,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  13th 
instant,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  T^YUot,  it  was  afrced  that  the  f«f- 
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ikn  cotta9dercti#ii,tket9of  be  pomfmtd  to  Mott- 
dar  Bext. 

Mr.  GAifPBBLLt  jof  Ohio,  gave  nocice,  tfaat  ob 
Monday  next  be  shoald  ask  tesve  to  brtn|^  in  a 
byi  to  authorize  the  surreyiog  and  marking  of 
certain  roade  in  the  State  of  Oiio,  aa  coatempbi- 
ted  bf  the  treaty  of,  Broipvustown,  in  the  Terri* 
tory  of  Michigan. 

On  Bkotion,  by  Mr.  LsiB,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  directed  to  jyroeiMre)  from  the  Deipart* 
ment  of  State,  a  proportionate  nnm^r  of  the 
printed  eopies  of  the  third  eensus  for  the  nse  of 
the  members,  which  the  Message  of  the.President 
of  the  Untied  Sutes  anlH>ODced  as  being  in  that 
Department,  subject  to  ^e  order  of  Congress. 


M0NDA.T,  Noveinber  IS. 

Mr.  Campbbix,  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained 
leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  autboriire  the  snrveying 
and  marking  of  cert^n  roads  in  the  State  of  Obio^ 
as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Brown^town,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  ;  and  the  bill  was.read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  13Lh  instant,  by  Mr.  Sm^tb,  of 
Maryland  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Li«oyo,  the 
original  motion  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as 
iblfows: 

Saohedy  That  the  President  of  the  Uniied>  Btatss 
be  reqnestad  to  canse  to  be  laid  befinre  this  House  ia- 
fimnatkm  whether  tobacco  of  tiie  growth  of  the  United 
States  may  be  phrchased  by  the  /Administration  en 
regie  to  the  fhli  extent  of  the  consumption  of  France ;' 
if  not,  in  what  proportion  may  such  tobacco  be  pur- 
chased by  the  Administration  *  en  regie ;  whether  the 
supine  ef  tobacco  imported  into  France  (and  w^ch 
Bay-be  tfansperted  through  Franee  and  Qtnatnr  and 
otter  Bmopekn  States)  is  subjected  to  a  transit  duty ; 
if  so»  what  IS  the  amount  of  sucb  duty :  And  whether 
the  snrplns  abore  mentioiied  asj  be  exported  bysea 
to  any  county  in  am^ty  with  France.  And  also,  to 
cause  to  be  laU  before  this  House  a  tariff  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  France  on  such  of  the  produce  and  manu- 
ia^res  of  the  United  States,  the  entry  of  which  is 
permitted,  and  particularly  of  tobacco,  cotton,  fish  oil, 
and  dried  fish,  and  statipg  (if  any)  ^e  difference  of 
duty  charged  on  si^ch  goods  imported  from  the  United 
States  and  similar  articles  when  introduced  into  France 
from  other  States,  either  orer  land  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  biU,  entitled  ^An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
one  of  the  terms  of  the  district  coqrt  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine  ^"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  th^  second  reading. 

ToBSOAT,  Nofember  10. 
The  bJH  to  anthorize  the  surreying  and  mark- 
ing of  ceruin  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  eon- 
templated  bj  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan^  was  read  the  second  time 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  eonsidyr  and 
rcfort  thereon,  and  Mc^psn.  Campbbll,  of  Ohio, 


Woft^atnareii,  and  Binn,  wer%  ^ppdinted  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  *<Anact  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  ope  of  the  terras  ,0f  the  district  court  in 
the  District  of  Maine,^  was  read  the  aeoond  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Wednesuay,  November  20. 
_  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  representatives  or  the  Relieious  Society 
of  Friends  of  the  yearly  meeting  held  in  Balti- 
more, stating  that  a  tramc  has  been  carried  on  in 
negroes  and  people  of  cojor,  in  which  those  of 
the  latter  description,  eetitled  to  freedom,  are  fre- 
qiientlv  deprived  thereof,  and  praying  for  a  revi- 
sion of  the  law  in  rdation  to  this  sul^ct;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee^  to  consider  and  report  therebn  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Tatlor,  andTAiT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  frooti  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abrahani 
Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;"  also,  a  bill  entitled  **Ari  act  extend- 
ing the  time  for  opening  the  several  Land  Offices 
established  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans  ;"  in  which 
bills'  they  desire,  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  billsiast  mentioned  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  to  alter  the  time  of. 
boldini^  one  of  the  terms  of  the. district  court  in 
the  District  of  Maine;"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

"     TauRsnAT,  November  21. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  extending  the  time 
for  opening  the  several  Land  Offices  established 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,^  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  Messrs.  Campbell, 
of  Ohio,  Fbanklin,  and  Cutts,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bilK  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,^' was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  Committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  BbaolbT;  Fbanklin, 
and  Goooimoh,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


FRinAV,  November  2S. 

JoM ATHAN  Robinson,  from  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, took  his  ^eat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sur-. 
veyin^^  and  marking  of  certain  roads  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Browns- 
town,  Tn  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no 
amendmenta  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  ^ngroMed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.^  Tait  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
O'BaAnoii,  a  oiiizen  of  Madisoa  county,  in  the 
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NOTBMBSR,  Idll. 


MisBiMfippi  Ttrrkonr,  ttatiag  that  he  hmi^tJtred 
«t  the  Lancl  Office  for  said  eoaet^  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  l&Bd  and  paid  the  first  instalment,  and 
obtained  a  certificate,  but  that  he  had  since  di^ 
coreied  that  the  bcmndartes  were  erroaeoasly 
marked  bf  the  snrreyor,  and  prart^p  relief;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  aadxeferred  to  asefeet  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
other  wise*  Messrs.  Tait.  Keed,  and  Campbell^ 
of  Ohio,  were  appointed  tne  Committee. 

MoNOAT,  Nov^ember  25. 

William  Hunter,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
L^rblature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  aadPro- 
Tidence  Phmtations,  in  .place  of  Christopher 
Qrant  Ghamplin,  resi^ned^  produced  his  creden- 
tiais,  wa$  qualiied,aad  took  bis  seat  ip  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  r^ew  York,,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Howard,  Fitch,  and  Lloyd,  native  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States,  and  merchants  of  ^e 
city  of  New  York,  stating,  that,  in  consequence 
of  an  agreement  concluded  oa  the  22d  O^ober, 
1808^  they  have  at  this  time  a  large  quantity  of 
furs  lyin^  in  Montreal,* for  which  they  have  ac* 
tuaily  paid,  but  are  prevented,  by  the  etistin^aon- 
importation  act,  from  introducing  into  the  United 
States,  and 'praying  relief;  ^nd  the^nemdrial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  Mesinrs.  Lloto,  Bradlet, 
and  Franklin-,  the  committee  to  whom  waa  re- 
ferred, on  the  12th  instant,  the  meinorial  of  Ji  and 
fi.  Phillips  and  others,  to  consider  aajd  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  ana  marking  of 
certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio^  as  contempla- 
ted by  the  treaty  of  Brownstowo,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  biii 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled. 

Re$otbed^  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and 
marking  of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as 
contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan.'' 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
on  their  part,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  have 
the  direction  of  the  money  appropriatea  to  pur- 
chase books  for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read. 

The  Prebidbnt  laid  Wore  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretai^y  for  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," which,  together  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

TuEeoAY,  Nov^^ber  26. 

Mr.  GiLBd  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 

R.  Livingston  and  Robert  Fulton,  praying  for  a 

farther  extension  of  their  patents  granted  for 

steamboats,  for  reasons  thei^statw  at  larger 


and  Che  memorial  was  read,  and  refhrred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  consider  and  report  therecNR 
by  biU  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  GiLaa,  Brad- 
LBT,  and  Crawporo,  were  appointed  the  com* 
mittee.  t  .        , 

Mr.  LfiiR  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  shoold 
ask  leave  to  turing  in  a  bill  making  a  further  ap« 
proprilition  for  the  support  of  a  library. 

Mr.  Lloto  stated  that  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  memorial  of  Howard,  Fitch,  and  Lloyd,  is  a 
distant  relation,  and  on  his  suggestion,  the  coaH 
mittee  to  whom  the  memorial  was  yesterday  ire« 
ferred  was  excused ;  and  k  was  referred  to  Meeara. 
GMoi>Rion,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Braolby,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwiee. 

Mr.  BRAOLfiT  called,  up  the  petition  of  Moses 
Austin  and  John  R.  Jones,  presented  on  the  21st 
January  last,  praying  an  incorporation  of  them- 
selves and  such  other  persons  as  shall  hereafter 
sdbscribe  to  aa institution  for  the  purpose  of  mtn» 
ing  and  smelting  of  lead  \  and  tfie  petition  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  ^ili  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Braolbv,  CutTs,  and  Oreoo,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

\  A  message  from  the  Efouse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  thai!  the  House  have  passed 
a  InII,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  third  enftmeration  f  in  which  bill 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

*The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  h^d  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

WiioNESDAT,  November  27. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committea 
to  whom  was  rewted  4he'bill,  entitled  '*A»aet  as* 
tending  the  ti«ke  |br  opening  the  several  land  oft«- 
oes  established  in  the  Territory  of  Orleafls^'-  re- 
ported the  bill  amended  |  and  the  amendment  was 
read  and  agreed  to,  as  in  Committee  of  the  W.hole; 
atvd  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  as  ameftded. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  appprtlon- 
ment  of  Representatives  among  the  several  States, 
according  Ao  the^hird  census,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  and  made  tHe  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

Pursuant  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Leib  asked  and 
obtained  leave  t6  bring  iita  bill  making  a  further 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  a  library ;  and 
the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading, 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whoipi 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Thursdav,  November  28. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

The  bill  owking  a  farther  appropriation  for  the 
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•Mpori  of  a  Mbrtry  ww  ret^  •  teeond  time;  tiid 
oraered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  lenige  from  \ht  House  of  RepretODtatives 
iaforoied  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  eatttled  "Ao  act  fortbe  relief  of  Josiah  H. 
Webb ;"  in  which  thejr  desire  the  eoaeurrenee  of 
lie  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioQed  was  read,  and  passed 
to  tbe  seeoad  reading. 

Mr.  GhLMAif,  from  the  committee,  xeported  tbe 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^Ait  act  extend- 
ing the  time  for  opening  the  seTeral  land  offices 
establisbed  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,''  correctly 
ragroased ;  and  the  bill  was  read  tbe  third  time 
as  amended,  and  pass^. 

Mr.  *]^AiT,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
eoosider  the  sdlgect,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  OlSannon,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  xhS  second  reading. 

Jamss  a.  Bayard,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Friday,  Norember  29. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
^  to  Mr.  Batard,  his  credentials  having  been  read 
'aid  filed  doriag  the-last  session. 

Mr.  GhuiAif,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  sbp- 
poit  of  a  library,  correctly  engrosied  \  and  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  ThoHias  O'Bannon 
way  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  ctf  Jo- 
fiah  H.  Webb,''  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  PRBfltOBNT  kid  beftve  the  Senate  the  re- 
■pit  of  tbe  fleeretary  for  tbe  DepartaMat  of  the 
Treaiory,  prepared  ia  obedieace  to  the  directbns 
of  tbe  act,  eatided  "An  act  regulating  tbe  cur- 
-        '  ibe  Uaita 


leacy  of  uweiga  eoins  in  the 


States," 


paesed  Apfil  10^  1806;  and  tbe  report  was  read 
aad  ordeied  to  iie  on  the  table. 

Tbe  Senate  resomedj  as  in  Committee  of  the. 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  enUtled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  qf 
Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  tbe  N^yy 
of  tbe  Uniled  States;"  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
10  tbe  third  Deadlnff. 

Ob  Bioiion,  by  Mr.  OaaiiAir,  it  was  agreed,  that 
tbe  bill  makinff  a  further  pioTiaioa  fox  the  Corps 
of  Bogiaeors,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  m 
Taeaday  next^ 

Monday,  December  2. 
Mr.  Lbib  jpresented  tbe  petition  of  Thomas  F. 
Wharton,  or  Uie  city  of  Philadelphia,  stating  that 
be  is  tbe  owner  of  the  schooner  Esparanza,  a 
Spanish  built  Tessel,  purchased  at  Sierra  Leone 
in  tbe  year  1810,  by  Samuel  Richardet.  master 
of  tbe  schooner  Ariadne,  to  bring  home  tne  cargo 
of  tbe  schooner  last  mentioned,  she  having  been 
condemned  as  not  seaworthy;  and  that  at  the  time 
of  tbe  purchase  of  the  £sparanza,  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  prevent 
the  issuing  of  sea-letters,  except  to  certain  vesiBels,'' 
and  prayinff  relief:  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  Tie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  COTta  pH^ented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Drown,  a  citizen  of  Po^smouth,  in  Ne#  Hamp- 
shire, stating  that  the  ship  General  Katon,  of 
which  he  was  owner,  sailed  from  London  on  tbe 
27th  Noreraber,  1810,  and  from  tbe  Downs  or 
the  4th  December  following,  bound  to  Charles^ 
ton,  ia  South  Carolina,  in  ballast;  an^  that,  on 
the  6th  of  December,  tbe  said  ship  was  captured 
by  two  French  privateers  and  carried  to  Calais 
and  there  detained;  and  praying  the  interposition 
of  the  Lep^ature,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  tbe  Department  of  State,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Rsed  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration; 

Rttohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are  necessary  in 
the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  gOTcnmment  of  tbe 
troops  raised  or  to  be  raised  by  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  comnitlae  bi«e  leave  lo  lepert  by  bil  t  bills,  or 
otherwise. 

'  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  apportioar 
ment  of  Representatives  among  the  several  States 
according  to  the  third  enumeration." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bataud,  to  strike  out  of 
line  five  the  words  "  thirty -veven,^  it  was  deter- 
ihined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  16,  as 
follows: 

Yba»— Mesera  Bsyaid,  Bcadley>  Crawfind,  Cutis, 
Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Gbodiich,  Gregg,  .Horsey, 
Howallf  Humes,  Lea>,  Lloyd,  Bobiasoii,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  and  Vamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Csmpbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Franklin, 
GsiOard,  Gile^  Lambert,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Ifaiy- 
land,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  to  fill  the  blank 
with  "forty,"  it  was  determined  in  tbe  negative- 
yeas  13,  nays  21,  aa  follows: 

Ybas  Msssis.  Anderson,  Bftb,  CampbeU  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  FiaAklm,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Gregg, 
Lao^rt,  Leils  Pope,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

HATS^Measrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent,  Camaball 
of  Ohio,  Crawlbrd,  Catts,  Dana,  Garman,  Giles,  Cfood- 
rich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hanter,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Sauthof  New  York,  Tait,  Var- 
nnm,  and  Wortbington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bataro,  to  tasort  the  words 
''thirty-five,"  »  lien  of  the  words  stricken  out,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative«-yeaa  22,  nays 
12, as  follows: 

YxAs— Uessrs.  Bayard,  Bradlef,  Brent,  Crawford, 
Cutts,  Dana,  German,  Giles,'  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and 
Vamum. 

NATB^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
CtinpbeH  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Franklin,  Gaillard^ 
Lambert,  Pope,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Wortbington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended  on  the  fore* 
going  principles,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly  s  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
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complettB^  the  paymenu  on-  eertain  Ied^b,  held 
by  rigbt  of  pre-emptioQ,  in  the  Miss^ppi  Terri- 
tory r  in  which  hill  they  desire  the  eodcurrence 
of  the  Senate.  . « 

The  bill  last  mentioaed  was  read,  and  jiassed  to 
the  second  reading. 


Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  forahe  relief  of 
Josiah  H.  Webo^''  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. . 

,  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'Ban-. 
aon;  and  it  was  ordered,  to  be  c^ngrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abraham  Whipdle,  late  a  Captain  in  |he  Navy 
of  the  United  States/'  was  read  the  laird  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
apportionment  of  Representati?es  among  the  seT> 
era!  States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration,^' 
correctly  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fhanklin,  that  the  bill  be 
BOW  read  the  third  time,  it  was  objected  to,  by 
Mr.  Andbrsonj  as  against  the  rule. 


TuBSDAT,  December  8. 

T4e  Senate  resulted  the  motion  submitted  yes- 
terdayy4>y  Mr.  Reed;  and, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are 
necessary  in  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better 

Sov^rnment  of  the  troops  raised  or  to  be  raised 
y  the  United  Stotes;  and  that  the  committee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  bilk  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Reed,  Anderson,  Varnum,  Smith  of 
Alary  land,  «nd  Bradlbt,  were  appointed  tha  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  (^Joeiah 
H.  Webb,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pas^. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee,  reported  tjie 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'Bannon  c6rrecUy 
engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  a€t  fbr  thei  apportion- 
ment of  Repcesentat^verkmong  the  sereral  States, 
according  to  the  third  enumeratiim,''^  Was  read 
the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ih  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  [^royision  for  the 
Corps  of  Engineers;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  llouse 
accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  6p^,  from 
section  5,  lines  4  and  5,  the  following  words:  "at 
such  place  as-shall  be  desigiuted  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Butes,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmati?e--*yeas  16,  miys  11,  as  follows: 

TiAt— Meran.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Coadit,  Cntts, 
German,  Gilmsn,  Goodrich,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinaon,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  and  Vamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Fianklin,  Gaillard,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Tamer,  and  Worthingtpn. 

And  further  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  message  ftom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hav^  passed 
k  bill,  entitled  "  ' 


WBimiatoAT,  December  4. 

The  President  commi^iicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  moneys  transferred, 
during  the  last  recess  of  Congress,  from  certain 
appropriations  for  particular  branches  ofexpendio 
ture  in  that  department,  and  of  the  application  of 
such  moneys ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  Ad  act  allowing  further  tiine 
for  completing  the  payments  on  certain  lands  held 
by  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory,^ was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Tait,  Bradley,  and  Franklin^  were 
appointed  the  committee.  > 

The  Seni(te  resumed  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  appointment  of  a  com^ 
uittee  to  have  the  directiotr  of  the  ooobey,  appro- 
priated to  purchase  books  for  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary, and  eoncurred'  therein ;  and  Messrs^  LsfB, 
CoNDiT,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr^  GhLMAN,  (Vom  the  eeumiHee,  reported  -the 
biU  making  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of 
Bnsineera  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bilt  Was 
reaq  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


TkuRsoAT,  December  5. 

Mn  GNles,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  itobjeci,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Fuhon  and  his  associates ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
apd  passed  to  the  second  reading* 

Mr.  Bradlrt  presented  the  petittoa  of  Chav- 
lotte  Hazen,  relict  of  the  late  Brigadier  Genecal 
Moses  Has^n,  prayiag  a  gra»t  of  lahd  to  her  as  a 
Canadian  refugee,  for  reasoBis  stated  at  large  ia 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  comtailtee^  to  consider  and  report  thereoa 
by;  bill  or  otherwise,  and  Messrs.  Bbaocsy,  Qregg, 
and  Fraiiklin,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  CuTT8  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  fo  bring  in  a.  bill  to  annex  tlie 
towns  of  Kittery,  Elliot,  and  Berwick^  to  the  dis- 
trict of  Portsmouth. 

Mr.  Franklin  preseated  the  petition  of  David 
Porter,  stating  that  he  commanded  the  flotilla  sta- 
tioned at  New  Orleans  during  the  existence  of  tha 
laws  prohibiting  intercourse  with  France;  and 
that  he  there  seized  %nd  prosecuted,  at  his  own 
expense,  to  condepmation.  three  vessels,  the  pro- 
ceed* of  which  were  distriooted  under  the  revenue 
laws,  but  that  his  proportion  thereof  did  not 
amount  to  the  cost  or  prosecution.  He  therefore 
prays  Congress  to  relinquish  to  him  their  prbpor- 
tion  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  may- 
have  been  incurred  by  said  seizures,  as  a  rema- 
and  the  petition  was 


u«%«  •»«•  «uv  xAv«oi>  tM»Ti^  ^ooo^u  I  neration  for  his  services;  »»^  .«.«.  r«....w»  ^»« 
An  act  allowiog  furUier  time  for  ( read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commi^ee,  to  coa< 
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tider  cod  report  tbcreoo  hj  biU  or  otbarfitse }  and  | 
Messrs.  Fbanklin,  Anojbbsqn,  aod  Qooqbiob, 
were  Bfpointed  the  committee. 


Friday,  £)ecember  6.' 

Mr.  CuTTS  asked  and.  obtained  lea  Ye  to  brififf> 
in  a  bill  to  annex  the  towns  of  Kittery.  £lUot,  and 
Berwick,  to  the  district  of  Portsnioutn ;  and  tiie 
bill  was  read;  and  passed  to  tbe  second  readiac* 

Mr.  Gb£oo  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Com- 
pany of  Pennsylvania,  praying,  the  aid  of  Con- 
fiesa  to  enable  them  m  aecomiplish  the  object  of 
their  institution,  as  is  stated  at  large  therein ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  coneist  of  five  mem>era,. to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Mescrs.  Gaaeo,  BAYAfti>,X4LorD.  Pora,  and  Hoa- 
•■Y,  were' appointed  the  committee. 

A  menace  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Bonse  disagree  to 
the  ames^ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*  An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatires 
among  the  several  fiiates;  according  to  the  third 
tMimefatlon  f^  they  ask  a*  conference  on  the  snb* 
Jeet,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

Ob  motioD,  by  Mr.  Lata,  that  the  Senate  insist 
mt  their  amendments  to  tbe  brll  last  mentioned, 
It  Was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  12, 
nays  13,  as  follows: 

T«AS — MeMrs.  Anderson,  Ba3rard,  Bradley,  Craw- 
kftdf  Cntts,  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinaoa, 
dmith  of  Maryland,  8m;th  of  New  Tork,  Tait,-  and 
Yannim. 

Nati — ^Meam.  BSbb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Campbell  of  TemieaMe,  •Oondit,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
QlsB,  Lambsrt,  Pepey  Taylor^  Tomer,  and  Worthing- 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  CaAWFoan,  the  Senate 
Mreed  to  the  conference  asked  by  ^e  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned;  and  Messrs., Bayari»t  Lam,  and 
TAavuM,  were  appointed  the  managers  on  the 
pan  of  the  Sedate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Foltoo  aiid  his 
I  was  read  the  second  time. 


■«. 


Mom OAY,  December  9. 
Mr.  Tait,  from ,  the  pommittee  to  whom  was 
raferred  the  bill,  ent(tled  *^An  act  allowing  fnr- 
tber  lime  for  completing  the  pa^rments  on  certain 
' I imtdby  right  of  pre-amptton  in  the  Missis- 
p.  Tarritory^^  reported  it  Without  amendmaat. 
Ifv  Gium,  mm  the  committee  to  whom  was 
rafierrad  so  moeh  of  the  Meesa^^  of  the  President 
«f  tlie  United  Slates,  of  the  fifth  of  November,  as 
eonoema  the  retattons  betwien  the  United  States 
attd  France  and  Gkeat  Britain,  reported,  in  part, 
a  Mi  for  eomaietttt  the  existing  military  estab* 
Itibaieat  $  and  the  mil  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
aeeond  readiaaf. 
Mr.  GhLn,  mm  the  oomniittee  last  mentioned, 
li  in  party  h  biU  m  raise,  far  a  limited  time, 


an  additional  miUtary  force;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  aod^passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GiLca,  from  the  saime  committea,  reported, 
in  partj  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for 
procoring  munitions  of  war;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  tbe  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported, in  part,  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
quartermaster^^  department ;  and  the  bill  Was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

[Upon  presenting  tbe  report  of  the  Committee 
t^  Foreign  Rdations  to  the. Senate,  Mr.  Giles 
remarkecL  that  he  was  directed  by  the  committee 
to  report  by  bills  in  part;  that  the  billsv  now  re- 
ported, preseaied  such  a  system  of  military  pre- 
parations as  the  committee  had- deemed  it  proper 
to  recommend  to  the  adoption  of  tha  Senate  in 
the  present  prists;  that  it  had  not  yet  matured  a 
system  of  naval  preparation ;  that  would  (urobably 
f6rm  the  subject  of  a  future  report.] 

Tie  hill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Fulton  and  hie 
associates  was  resumed ;  and,  oh  motion,  by  Mr* 
An naasoN,  it  was  made  the,  order  of  the  day  for 
Thorsday  next. 

The  bill  to  annex  the  towns  of  Kittery^  Elliot, 
and  Berwick,  to  the  district  of  Portsmouth,  was 
r^d  the  second  time,  aod  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
CuTTS,  Lloyo,  and  Fbankun,  were  appointed 
the  committeew 


TtraaoAY,  December  10. 

Tbe  bill  for  oompletinff  (he  existing  Military 
Establishment  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  raise;  for  a  limited  time,  an  addi- 
tional military  force,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bHt  appropriating  a  s^m  of  money  for  pro- 
curing munitions  of  war,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  fo^  the  establishment  of  a  quartermas- 
ter's department  was  read  the  second  time ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  GiLpa,  these  bills  were  sever- 
ally^ made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  allowijog  further 
time  for  completing  the  payments  on  certain  lands 
held  by  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory;"  and  tne  bill  was  ordcpred  to  th^  third 
reading. 

.  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Whitlow,  nprseryman  and  botanical  collector, 
stating  that  he  has  discovered  a  native  vegetable, 
which  possesses,  in  the  highest  degree,  the  quali- 
ties of  flax  aod  hemp,  and  praylns  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  making  a  disclosure  of  this  important 
discovery  to  Congress,  he  may  be  allowed  to  im- 
port into  the  United  States,  by  special  licences,  all 
soch  seeds,  graia^  and  grawmg  plants,  as  he  may 
deem  nseiul  for  the  improvement  of  gardening, 
science,  or  the  arts;  aad  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Cktsa,  Gbeoo, 
GsaMAN,  Smith,  af  New  York,  and  BAY4ao,  were 
appointed  the  eommiuee. 
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.  Mr.  Batard^  from  the  eommUtee  appointed  as 
manaj^rs  of  the  eooferenee  apon  tire  scrfoject-mat-^ 
ser  of  the  bill  froro  the  Hotise  of  Represeota tires, 
entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Repre- 
tentatives  among  the  several  States,  aceordlng  to 
the  third  enumeration,''  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

**  Thmt  the  committee  had  held  a  ooifferenoe  with  the 
managers  appointed  in  behalf  of  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  that  the  joint  committee  of  the  two- 
Houses,  upon  the  close  of  the  conisTence,  finally  sepa- 
rated wiUiottt  eoming  to  anr  agreement.  That  me 
committee  hei^  nothing  on^  confei%nos  soffieient 
lo  induce  diem  to  depart  ftom  the  amendmeals  made 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bUI  from  the  Homs^of  Repieiet 
jabes.  They  thenfiMe  recommead  k  lo  the  Seaateio 
adhere  to  the  said  amwijments.'^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bavard,  it  wias  agrted  that 
the  ooosideratioa  of  the  veport  be  tlie  order  d*  the 
day  for  to^morreiw.  ^ 

WEDNEaoAY,  December  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  alldwiog  further  time 
for  eon^pleting  the  paymenteon  eertaiolandsbeld 
by  ijghi  of  pre-emptioa  in  the  Mississippi  Tefiri- 
tor y,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Eepreseatathres 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  authorize  the  laying 
out  and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  lin^  estab- 
lished by  the  treaty  of  (jlreenrille  to  tne  North 
Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;"  abo  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act ^ for  the. relief  of  John  BurahamY*  ^ 
which  hills  they  desire  the  concarreace-  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bilbi  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  oT  the  managers  at  the  conference  upon  the 
tubject-matter,  of  the  ameadsients  to  the  bill,  enr 
titled  "An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Rc^re- 
sentatires  among  the  sereral  States,  according  to 
the  third  enumeration.'^  ' 

Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Batard,  that 
the  Senate  adhere  to  tjveir  amendments  to  the 
said  bUl,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirautire^ 
yeas  18,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

YiAs^-llessrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  CotU,  Dana,  Ger- 
man, Gilman,  Ooodrich,  Chregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, Leib,  Lloj4  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  ofTenneesee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Frank- 
lin, GaUlard,  piles,  Iiambert,  Pope,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tttr^ 
ner,  and  Worthington. 

TBDRSDAr,  December  12. 
-  The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  lay- 
ing out  and  opening  a  pubHc  road  from  the  line 
eaublished  by  the  treaty  of  Oreearille  to  the  North 
Bead,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,''  was  read  the  seeond 
tioM,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  coa- 
alder  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell, 
of  Ohio^  Orboo^  and  Pops,  weM  appointed  the 
committee* 


The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  reK0f  of  ^ohn 
Borfkhmm,^'  was  read  the  second  time,  And  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  cori^derand  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Qe^MAlf,  Franklin,  and  Qrboo, 
Were  appointdd  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  Isaae  Try- 
on,  of  Glastenbury;  In  the  State  of  Oonnectieut 
praying  that  the  patent  granted  him  on  the  m 
of  Fdyr uary,  1796,  for  a  new  and  useful  improre- 
meat  in  manufacturing  combs,  may  be  extended 
for  a  longer  time,  for  reasons  stated  therein  at 
larg^;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  oa(  the  table. 

'  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Che  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Pntton 
and  his  assoeictes ;  and,  after  diebate,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 

fOW. 

FaiDAir,  Decent! ber  1^.    . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tba 
Whale,  the  bill  for  tbe  reUef  of  Robert  FuUob, 
and  hi^  assoiciates ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  JSat- 
ARD,to  po&tpone  the  consideration  thereof  to  Mon- 
day fortnight,  it  was  determiRod  io  the  negaUfe. 
And  on  motion,  by  Mr.  GhLBa,  it  yi%M  jreoommit- 
ted  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fire  mem- 
bers, with  instructions'  to  rerisa  the  ^aat  laws, 
with  liberty  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  billa,  or 
otberwise ;  and  Messrs,  GiLfis,  BataiiDi  Csaw- 
FORD,  Cabipbbll  of  Tcnnessec,  and  Andbrbon, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbol^tbe  bill  for  completing  the  existing  Mil* 
itary  Establishment;  and,  after  progresS|  ad- 
journed. 

Satcrdat,  December  14» 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  completing  the  existing  Mili- 
tary Eistabtishmdat ;  «nd  the  bill  baring  l>een 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
aocordingly ;  and  the  bill  was  further  amended. 
On  the  question,  Sh,all  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended 7  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  itffirmatire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  rAise,  for  a  limited  time  an  ad- 
ditional military  force  \  and,  after  progress,  ad- 
journed. 

Monday,  Decmber  16. 

Mr.  WoRTBiHoTON,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed oa  the  subject,  reported  a.  bill  authorixtag 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  spies  or  rangers  for  the  protcictioa 
of  the  frontier  of  the  United  GUates  \  and  the  btll 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  oMMoittee.  reported  the 
bill  for  eomtHeting  the  existing  Military  Bstah- 
lishmeot  correctly  engrossed,  and  the  biH  was 
reiid  the  third  time;  and  the  blanks  filled. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andbrbon,  te  recommit 
the  1:411  to  a  imct  eoami^ee,  further  to  ceoeider 
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and  report  thereon,  it  was  dBtermioed  ia  the  ne- 
gitire. 

On  the  qaestioQ,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determiped  imanimoasly  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
S6,  as  follows : 

Meanrs.  Aoderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutte,  Dana, 
Prankltii,  QaiUard,  Geman,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
6f«gg»  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  P<^,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Sakith  of  Mart  land.  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
l^mMT,  and  Varaum. 

Mr.  Franklin  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Gordon,  of  Pasquotank  county,  io  the  State  of 
Mortb  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  John 
6baw,  praying  a  remission  of  the  penalties  in- 
eorred  by  them  as  securities  in  an  embargo  bond, 
for  reasons  stated  therein  at  large ;  asd  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  a  selectcommitteie, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Franklin,  Taylor,  and  Craw- 
roRD,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Isaac  Tryon,  pre- 
sented the  12th  instant,  be  referred  to  the  com«> 
Bittiee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  26th  Norem- 
ber,  the  memorial  of  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and 
Robert  Falton,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
yjl  or  otherwise. 


Monday,  December  17. 

The  bill  authorising  the  I^resident  of  the  Uni- 
ttd  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  spies  or 
talkers,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

[This  bill  provides,  ^that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  whenever  he  shall  hare  satisfac- 
tory eYideoce  of  the  actual  or  threatened  invasion 
of  any  State  or  Territory  of  theXTnited  States,  by 
any  Indian  tribe^  or  tribes,  be  and  he  is  hereby 
anihorized  to  raise,  either  by  the  acceptance  of 
volunteers,  or  enlistment  for  one  year,  unless 
sooner  discharged,  as  paanv  companies  as  he  may 
deem  necessary,  who  shall  serve  on  foot,  or  be 
mounted,  as  the  service  in  his  opinion  may  re- 
quire— shall  act  on  the  frontier  as  spies  or  rangers, 
be  armed,  et^uipped,  and  organized  in  such  man- 
ner, and  be  under  such  regulationa  and  restric 
tioos  as  the  nature  of  the  service  in  his  opinion 
may  make  necessary.''  ^  Each  of  the  said  com- 
panies of  spies  or  rangers  to  consist  of  one  cap- 
tain, one  first,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  ei»sign. 
four  aerseants,  four  corporals,  and  sixty  privates."] 

Mr.  roPB  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
eoosideratioa : 

Reaoivedf  That  a  edmmittee  be  s^»pointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  provwon  for  the  widows 
aad  wpreeentatives  of  the  aaiMa  volunteers  who  ^jH  in 
the  late  engagement  with  the  Indians  on  the  Wabash, 
ander  the  command  of  Governor  Harrison ;  and,  also, 
of  aaaking  compensation  for  the  horses  and  other  prop- 
MQr  loat  or  destroyed ;  and  thai  the  committee  have 
Imto  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  QtLES)  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  recommitted  the  13th  inst.,  reported, 
IB  part,  R  bill  extending  the  iime  of  car^ttt  pat- 
l2thC0N.  IstSsss.— 8 


ents  granted  to  Robert  Fulton  ;  wl^ich  was  read 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  ad- 
ditional  military  force. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  to  strike  out,  from 
section  1,  line  3,  the  word  *'  ten,"  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  the  word  •*  twenty,"  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative—yeas  2,  nays  31, 
as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs^  Lambert  and  Reed. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  firadleyy 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit# 
Crawford,  Cntts,  Dana,  Franklin,  Oaillard,  German, 
Griles,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Rpbinson,  Smith  of  Maiylaady 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum, 
and  Worthiagtoa. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bim.  to  expunge  the  last 
section  6f  the  bill,  as  follows : 

^  That  every  commissioned  and  staff  officer,  to  be 
appointed  in  virtue  of  this  act,  ahall  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  some  one  of  the  Territories  thereof;" 

it  was  determined  in  the  formative — yeas  19, 
nays  14,  as  follows : 

Yba8— Messrs,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Ger* 
man,  Giles,  Howell,  Hunter,  Leib^  Pope,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Vamum;  and 
Worthington. 

.  Navs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Dana,  Franklin, 
GaUlard,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Tait. 

And  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  to 
strike  out  from  section  twelve,  line  six^to  the  end 
of  t{ie  section,  as  amended,  the  following  words: 

*<  And  whenever  any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  shall  be,  discharged  from  the  service,  who  shall 
have  obtained  from  the  commanding  officer  of  his  com- 
pany, battalion,  or  regiment,  a  certificate  that  he  had 
faithftiUy  performed  jius  duty  while  in  service,  he  shall, 
moreover,  be  allowed  and  paid,  in  addition  to  the  said 

bounty,  three  months'  pay,  and  acres  of  land. 

And  die  heirs  and  representatives  of  those  non-com- 
missioned officers,  or  soldiers,  who  may  be  killed  in  ac- 
tion or  die  in-  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shdl 
likewise  be  paid  and  allowed  the  said  additional  bounty 

of  three  months'  pay  and acies  of  land,  to  be  de> 

signated,  surveyed,  and  laid  off,  at  the  public  expense, 
in  such  manner,  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions, 
aa  may  be  provided  by  law:** 

For  the  purpose  of  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
following  words  r 

"And  every  non-oommissioned  officer  and  soldier 
who  shall  have  fidthfully  performed  his  duty,  served 
out  his  term  of  twe  years,  and  obtained  his  discharge 
from  die  proper  officer,  shall  be  entided  to,  and  receive, 
in  addition  to  the  said  bounty,  three  months'  pay  and 
a  land  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  And  in 
case  such  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shaU  hav9 
been  discharged  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  five  years  for  which  he  vraa  enliated»  having  Aith* 
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AiUt  pedbrmed  bis  duty  while  in  terrice,  he  shall  be 
entitled  to,  and  receive  a  land  warrant  for,  a  number  of 
tcrea  proportioned  to  the  time  he  shall  have  actually 
served,  allowing  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  for  ^e  full  time  of  five  years.  And  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  every  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier 
who  shall  be  killed  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  or  who 
■hall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  may  h&ve  been  en- 
listed, die  in  actual  service.,  or  of  woiinds  received  in 
battle,  or  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  shall  be  entitled 
to,  and  receive  a  land  warrant  for,  the  full  quantity  of 
acres  to  which  the  said  deceased  would  have  been  en- 
titled had  he  lived  and  served  out  his  full  term  of  five 
years ;  which  said  land  warrants  shall  be  issued  by  ^e 
Secretary  of  War,  in  the  names  and  for  the  use  only  of 
the  persons  who  performed  the  services,  or  their  legal 
representatives,  and  shall  not  be  transferable  to  any 
o^er  person  or  persons ;  and  may,  at  their  option,,  be 
located  with  the  register  of  either  of  the  land  offices  of 
the  United  States,  subsequent  to  the  public  sales  in 
such  office,  on  any  of  .the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  then  and  there  olfered  for  sale ;  or  may  be  re- 
ceived at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre  in  payment 
of  any  such  public  lands :" 

And  it  was  determiQed  id  the  negatire^-^eas 
10,  nnya  23,  as  followB : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Ohio^  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  Franklin,  Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Xicib,  Lloyd,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard«  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent,  Craw- 
ford, Cutis,  Dana,  .Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Pope,  Reed,  Hobinson, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Yamum. 

And  the  bill  was  furtKer  amended.        ^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  And£R30N,  to  strike  out  the 
word  "ten," section  one,  line  three^ 

Mr.  Giles  rose,  and  submitted,  in  substance, 
tbe  following  observations : 

Mr.  Giles  said,  he  found  himself  in  a  yery  un- 
prepared state,  called  upon  to  oppose  a  very  un- 
expected motion.  The  object  or  the  mover  had 
been  very  precisely  expressed ;  but  be  had  men- 
tioned tbe  number  of  twelve  thousand  infantry 
as  preferable  to  twenty  thousand,  about  the  num- 
ber provided  for  by  the  bill.  Mr.  G.  said  it  was 
also  understood,  that  a  force  often  thousand  men 
of  every  description  would  more  correspond  with 
the  Executive  views,  and  fully  answer  the  Ex- 
ecutive requisition.  This,  he  believed,  was  the 
fact,  and  should  so  consider  it  in  the  course  of  the 
observations  he  proposed  to  make.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  circumstance,  however,  considering  tbe 
late  occurrences  on  our  Western  frontiers,  and  the 
feelings  of  the  Western  people  so  justly  excited 
thereby,  dbc,  he  acknowledged  that  tbe  motion 
had  come  from  the  most  unexpected  quarter. of 
the  Union,  and  from  a  gentleman  tbe  most  unex- 
pected to  him  of  all  those  whp  represent  the  west- 
ern portion  of  the  United  Sutes;  because,  from  the 
long  course  of  military  services  honorably  render- 
ed by  that  gentleman  duting  the  Revolutionarv 
war,  he  most  have  become  well  acquainted  with 
.the  absolute  necessity  of  a  due  degree  of  momen- 
tom  in  military  affairs. 

Mr.  G.  said  be  did  not  propose  to  go  into  a  full 
esposltion  of  oiir  foreiga  relations  at  this  time; 


foi 


et  the  motion  furnished  a  most  extensive  scope 

or  observation,  because,  if  it  should  unfortunately 
sueceed,  it  would  essentially  derange,  as  be  con- 
ceived, the  whole  views  of  tbe  committee  who 
had  reported  the  bill.  He  would,  therefore,  Re- 
sent to  tbe  Senate  tbe  most  prominent  and  im- 
portant considerations,  which  he  presumed  had 
operated  on  the  committee,  and  had  certainly  on 
himself,  to  induce  the  recommendation  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  men,  as  the  smallest  possible  quan- 
tum of  force  demanded  by  tbe  crisis ;  and  to  de- 
monstrate the  advantages  of  a  force  at  least  to 
that  extent,  over  that  which  seemed  to  be  contem- 
plated by  the  honorable  mover,  and  still  more 
over  that  which  is  said  to  consist  with  the  Exeea- 
tive  project. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  subject  it  is  impor- 
tant to  torn  our  attention  to  tbe  objects  for  which 
a  miliury  force  is  demanded,  to  enable  us  the 
better  to  apportion  the  means  to  the  objects  in- 
tended to  be  effected.  For  this  purpose  he  begged 
the  most  serious  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
President's  Messilge  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session. 

**  I  must  now  add,"  obeervee  the  President  ^'^that  the 
period  is  arrived  which  claims  from  the  legislative  guar- 
dians of  the  national  rights  a  system  of  m(»«  ample 
provision  for  maintaining  them.  Notwithstanding  the 
scrupulous  justice,  the  protracted  moderation,  and  the 
multiplied  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
substitute  for  the  accumulating  dangers  to  the  peace 
of  the  two  countries,  all  the  mutual  advantages  of  re- 
eatabtisbed  friendship  and  confidence,  we  have  se^ 
that  the  British  Cabinet  perseveres,  not  only  in  with- 
holding a  remedy  for  other  wrongs  so  long  and  so 
loudly  calling  for  it,  but  in  the  execution,  brought 
home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory,  of  measures 
which,  tmder  existing  circumstances,  have  the  char- 
acter, as  well  as  the  effect,  of  war  on  our  lawful  com- 
merce.   ' 

«  With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexibility,  in  tramp- 
ling on  rights  which  no  independent  naUon  can  relin- 
quish, Congress  will  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  bv 
the  prisis,  and  corresponding  with  the  national  spirit 
and  expectations. 

**  I  recommend,  accordingly,  that  adequate  provision 
be  made  for  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlist- 
nients  of  the  regular  troops  ;  fi>r  an  auxUiary  force,  to 
be  engaged  for  a  more  limited  term ;  hr  tlM  aoeeptanoe 
of  Volunteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  court  a 
participation  in  urgent  services;  fn  detaohments,  ss 
they  may  be  wanted,  of  other  portions  of  the  milMia, 
and  for  such  a  preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will 
proportion  its  uaeliilneas  to  its  intrinsic  capacity." 

Here  we  find,  in  the  first  place,  the  nlost  sol- 
emn and  imperious  oall  upon  Congress,  in  the 
character  of  ^  the  legislative  guardians  of  the  na- 
tional rights,  for  a  system  of  more  ample  provi- 
sions for  maintaining  them.''  The  President  then 
very  properly  and  emphatically  proceeds  to  tell 
us  why  he  makes  this  solemn  call  upon  the  legis- 
lative guardians  of  the  nation  at  this  time,  lie 
tells  us  in  substance,  that  notwithstanding  "the 
scrupulous  justice,  the  protracted  moderation,  and 
multiplied  efforts  on  tbe  part  of  the  United  States" 
to  iadvce  Oreat  Britain  to  recede  from  her  hoatttc 
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agl^i^ssioas  upon  tkeir  essential  sorereig^n  rightS} 
00  far  from  yieidiDg  to  these  polite  and  pathetic 
iBvhatJoDs,  she  had  increased  her  agg^ressions,  and 
Kad  adopted  '^measores,  which,  under  existing 
^ntNioMtaneeSj  have  the  character,  as  well  as 
the  efie^t,  of  war  upon  our  lawful  commerce ;" 
and  that  these  measures  are,  in  their  ezcfcution 
'^brought  home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory." 
Gould  the  President  have  chosen  language  more 
enphatic  tQ  show  the  imperious  character  of  the 
call  made  upon  Congress  to  furnish  him  with  the 
adequate  physical  means  to  retrieve  the  honor  and 
redress  the  wrongs  of  the  nation?  Lest  there 
might  be  some  possible  nlistake  on  the  part  of 
Congress,'  be  tern  us  explicitly,  that  the  aggres- 
mens  of  Qreat  Britain  have  the  character  as  well 
as  the  effect  of  war  upon  our  lawful  commerce, 
and  that  this  wards  brought  hom^  to  the  threshold 
of  oar  territory. 

But,  utr,  the  President  does  not  stop  here.  He 
tells  OS  that  notwithstandii^  our  protracted  mod- 
eratioo,  d^.,  dbc,  Great  Britain,  with  hostile  in- 
ftexibility,  perseveres  in  trampling  on  essential 
aovereign  rights;  rights  at  least, *^  which  no  inde- 
pendent nation  can  relinquJsh.H  .Here  then,  it  is 
evident,  the  President  conceives,  that  oqr  inde- 
pendence as  a  nation  is  brought  into  question, 
and  pot  at  hazard.  Can  anv  subject  present  a 
more  awful  and  imperious  call  upon  Congress  to 
exert  and  apply  the  whole  energies  of  the  oatiob, 
than  a  question  of  independence  ?  The  plain  En- 
glish of  all  this  communication,  he  understood 
to  be,  that  all  the  inefficient  measures,  which  have 
been  adopted  In  relation  to  the  belligerents  for 
three  years  past,  had  not  answered  the  expecta- 
tioBs  ef  their  projectors ;  but,  instead  of  the  ex* 
pteted  recbsstod,  had  produced,  on  the  part  of 
Ch-eat  Britain  at  least,  inflexible  bostilitv.  This 
was  a  very  natural  resXtlt,  and  one  which  he  had 
always  anticipated,  as  was  ^ell  knowu  to  this 
honorable  body.  Bat  the  Administration,  having 
learat  wisdom  by  these  feeble  experiments,  had 
BOW  determined  to  change  its  course,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  this  hostility  more  flexible, 
had  at  length  re»olved,  instead  of  commercial  re- 
atrietions,  to  try  the  effect  of  physical  force.  An 
adequate  force  is  therefore  demanded  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  the  adequacy  of  .the  force  fs  very  pro- 
perly referred  to  Congress,  where  the  responsi- 
bility is  placed  by  the  Constitution,  where  it  ought 
to  rest ;  and,  for  one,  he  was  willing  to  take  his 
fall  share  of  it.  But,  sir,  the  President  goes  on 
fiirtber.  After  designating  the  objects,  he  points 
oat  the  standard  for  ascertaining  the  adequacy  6f 
the  force  demanded ^or  their  effectuation.  In  his 
official  responsible  Message,  he  t^lls  us  that  ^*  Con- 
press  wilf  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the  United 
States  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded 
by  the  crisis,  and  corresponding  with  the  national 
spirit  and  expectations."  The  standard  here  point- 
er oat  for  calculating  the  Quantum  of  force  to  be 
supplted  is  '^  the  crisis."  which  had  been  previously 
described  in  the  most' solemn  and  imposing  terms, 
and  '*  the  national  spirit  and  expectations."  Whe- 
ther the  committee  had  reported  too  great  a  force 
for  subduing  the  crisis,  he  was  willing  to  submit ' 


to  the  verdict  of  the  national  spirit  and  expecta* 
tlons. 

But  it  is  now  said,  or  inthnated  in  substance, 
that  this  official  responsible  standard  is  only  os- 
tensible, and  that  the  true  standard  for  estimating 
the  quantum  of  force  demanded,  must  be  derived 
frdm  the  decrepit  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
financial  fame  of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
that  department.  This  subject  will  require  a  dis- 
tinct consideration )  but,  in  the  meantime,  it  is 
sufficient  to  say,  that  the  committee  unanimously 
refused  to  be  iofluen6ed  by  any  considerations, 
but  those  resulting  from  the  official  responsible 
communication,  and  their  own  reflections  upon 
the  state  of  the  nation  as  disclosed  thereby.  They 
unanimously  rejected  informal,  inofficial  commu- 
nidatioos. 

It  will  be  observed,  too,  in  the  Messas^e,  the 
President,  in  his  more  specific  recommendations, 
after  designating  the  kinds  of  force  suited  to  the 
occasion,  leaves  the  quantum  of  each  to  be  judged 
-of  and  decided  by^  Congress,  where  the  responsi- 
bility did  and  ou^ht  to  rest;  and  he  was  unwill- 
ing, by  receding  from  his  Constitutional  duty,  to 
revert  this  respdnsibility  upon  the  Executive. 

It  thus  appearing^  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the  force 
demanded  was  for  the  purpoi^es  of  war,  if  unfor- 
tunately we  should  be  driren  by  Great  Britain  to 
that  ladt  resort ;  abd  that  although  the  war  would 
be  undertaken  upon  principles  strictly  defensive, 
yet,  in  its  operation,  it  must  necessarily  become 
offensive  on  our  part;  and  that  Congress  was  to 
determine  exclusively  upon  the  adequacy  of  the 
means  for  conducting  it ;  he  would  now  proceed 
to  inquire  more  particularly,  first,  whetner  the 
committee  had  recommended  a  force  more  than 
adequate  to  the  purposes  of  the  war;  and  second, 
whether  it  was  within  the  capacity  of  the  United 
States  to  supply  the  force  thus  recommended. 

Mr.  G.  saia,  that  in  estimating  the  quantum  of 
force  demanded  by  the  existing  crisis,  it  appeared 
to  him,  gentlemen  had  not  given  sufficient  con- 
sideration to  the  attitude  as:>umed  by  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  Floridas — to  the  exten- 
sion of  our  Southern  and  Western  frontiers— to  the 
late  hostile  acts  and  threatenings  in  that  qaarter-* 
nor  to  the  tniportance  of  Orleans,  its  exposed  po- 
sition and  deffeueeless  sittiation.  These  circum- 
stances, however,  entered  deeply  into  the  consid- 
emtion  of  the  committee,  had  induced  it  to  con* 
elude  that  the  whole  Military  EsubHshment  now 
authorized  by  law,  if  completed^  Would  not  be 
more  <bao'  suffieiefit,'  perhaps  insufficient,  to  an* 
swer  the  necessary  objects  of  the  Government  in 
the  scenes  just  described.  It  was,  therefore,  in- 
tended that  the  whole  of  that  force  should  be  lef^ 
free  to  act  therein,  according  to  circumstances, 
and  that  the  additional  force  now  recommended 
should  act  exclusively  in  the  northern  and  eastern 
portion  of  the  Union.  This  force  no  gentleman 
will  pretend  can  be  too  great  for  our  objects  in 
that  quarter,  in  the  event  of  war  unaided  by  the 
existing  estabrishment.  Hence  *it  w.a^  a  matter 
of  great  surprise  to  him  that  the  Western  gentle- 
men shoiHd  wish  to  dininish  the  number  of  men 
now  proposed  to  be  rabed  j  because  he  believed 
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that  every  man  deducted  from  the  proposed  force, 
would  take  one  from  the  force  intended  by  the 
comtnittee  to  protect  our  Southern  and  Western 
frontiers.  These  gentlemen,  he  presumed,  must 
be  belter  judges  than  himself,  how  many  of  these 
men  they  can  generously  spare  from  their  own 
protection;  but,  for  his  part,  he  thought  there 
was  not  one  to  spare  from  these  objects,  and  the 
committee  wer?  willing  to  give  the, whole  of 
them  that  destination. 

With  respect  to  the  protection  of  New  Orleans, 
he  knew  it  was  the  expectation ,  of  the  late  Ad- 
ministration, that  in  the  «vent  of  war,  Great  Brit^ 
ain  would  possess  herself  of  that  city ;  and  it 
was  not  their  intention  to  incur  the  expense  of 
being  constantly  prepared  to  repet  the  first  incur- 
sions of  the  enemy — he  did  not  know  the  inten- 
tion of  the  present  Administration  in  that  respect, 
but  presumed  it  was  acting  on  the  same  policy. 
In  case  the  British  should  take  possession  of  Or- 
leans, the  Western  people  must  necessarily  be 
called  upon  to  drive  them  out,  and  he  doubted 
very  much  whether  it  would  be  either  a  very  ac- 
ceptable occupation  or  a  ve^y  easy  task.  He  had 
always  disapproved  of  this  ])olicy,  and.  in  the 
event  of  war,  he  thought  it  wise,  not  oqly  to  be 
prepared  for  defence  at  all  points,  but  to  give 
the  fim  blow.  He  believed,  in  the  end,  it  would 
be  found  not  only  the  wisest^  but  the  most  eco- 
nomical policy,  both  in  blood  and  treasure. 

Having  presented  to  thd  Senate  the  objects  to 
which  the  existing  Military  Establishment  ought 
to  be  assigned,  according  to  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  would  proceed  to  inquire,  whether  the 
additional  force  recommended  would  be  more  than 
competent  to  the  objects  to  which  it  must  neces- 
sarily be  assigned,  and  which  ought  unquestion- 
ably to  be  effected  by  it.  In  case  of  war,  an  event 
he  deprecated  as  much  as  any  gentleman  present, 
the  new  army  would  have  to  man  your  fortifica- 
tions on  the  seaboard,  from  Norfolk  to  the  extrem- 
ities of  our  territory,  North  and  East,  and  to  oc- 
cupy Canada.  These  are  the  contemplated  and 
indispensable  objects  of  this  army,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  Executive  and  the  honorable  mover, 
as  well  as  of  the  committee.  The  question  will, 
therefore,  turn  upon  the  accura/sy  and  correctness 
of  their  respective  calculations  as  to  the  quantum 
of  force  necessary  to  effect  these  objects. 

Mr.  Q.  said  he  had  a  conversation  with  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in  his  char- 
acter of  chairman  of.  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  in  which  the  Secretary  did  endeavor 
to  demonstrate  to  him,  that  a  sipaller  number  of 
nen  than  25,000  would  answer  these  objects ;  but 
so  far  from  producing  this  conviction,  it  satisfied 
him  that  the  number  was  too  small.  He  thought 
that  every  inference  drawn  by  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary ought  to  have  been  inverted.  For  in- 
stance, he  was  asked,  how  many  men  were  indis- 
oensably  necessary  to  man  the  fortifications  at 
New  York?  The  honorable  Secretary  replied 
2,000;  but  he  intended  to  make  l.OOd  answer,  and 
would  rely  for  the  rest  of  the  complement  qn  the 
local  militia.  Now,  Mr.  G.  «aid,  be  inferred,  if 
^000  men  were  necessary  for  that  most  exposed 


and  impjortant  positiop,  that  1,000  would  not  aa- 
swer,  with  the  precarious  and  accidental  aid  of 
the  locikl  militia ;  that  2.000  ought  to  be  calcula- 
ted on  for  that  service;  and  if,  with  the  aid  of  the 
local  militia,  they  couldprotect  New  York  agaioac 
the  force  Or^at  Britain  might  detach  agaidst  that 
citv,  they  would  perform  their  full  share  of  the 
toils  and  perils  of  the  war.  Two  thoosand  men, 
completefy  furnished  "with  all  the  means  of  an* 
noyance,  possessed  of  all  th€$  skill  that,  military 
science  could  afford,  and  impelled  by  all  the  sub- 
ordination and  management  that  military  disci- 
pline could  impose,  with  the  aid  of  the  local  mili- 
tia also,  would  deserve  well  of  their  country  if 
they  should  preserve  New  York  from  the  grasp  of 
Great  Britain,  in  case  she  should  think  proper  to 
direct  the  force  she  ndi^hthave  at  commaAd 
against  that  city.  Then  why  send  one  thousand 
on  a  service,  when  we  know  that  two  thousand 
are  necessary,  and  perhaps  incompetent?  Is  it 
because  the  United  States  have  not  the. capacity 
to  send  2,000  ?  That  question  shall  be  examined 
presently.  The  same  observations  will  apply  to 
the  protection  of  Rhode  Island,  where  2,000  more 
will  be  necessary ;  .and  1,000  will  be  as  few  as 
can  possibly  be  detached  for  the  other  fortifica- 
tions. Admitting  then  5,000  men  to  be  necessary' 
ta  man  the  various  fortifications  on  the  seaboardf. 
and  supposing  everj  man  to  be  raised,  as  proposed 
in  the  bill,  there  will  be  a  disposable  force  of  only 
20,000  men  for  the  occupation  of  Canada.  But 
upon  the  Executive  project  there  would  be  left 
for  that  service  ooly  5,000  n^n ;  unless  ibdeed  the 
Western  and  Southern  frontiers  should  be  left  un- 
protected; or  the  fortifications  on  the  seaboard 
should  be  only  half  nvitined,  and  of  course  left  to 
the  sport  of  the  enemy.  Mr.  G.  said  he  appre- 
hepded  that,  in  the  first  onset  of  the  w«r.  Great 
Britain  would  direct  her  force  to  the  occupation 
of  New  York  and  New  Orleans;  and  if  she  should 
possess  herself  of  those  two  points,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  predict  that  the  Administration  which 
commenced  the  war  would  not  finish  it;  espe- 
cially under  a  system  of  policy,  which  would  only 
furnish  one  half  of  the  means  deemed  necessary 
for  their  protection — ye;s,  sir,  known  to  be  inade- 
quate at  the  time  of  applying  it.  What  apology 
could  be  made  to  an  injured  nation  under  such 
circumstances  ?  We  ki^ew  2,000  men  to  be  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  New  York ;  but  we  sagely 
determined  to  apply  1,000  only  to  that  object,  for 
fear  of  incurring  the  expense  of  the  requisite  num- 
ber; This  would  be  self-condemnatiouk  TJie 
people  would  lose  all  confidence  in  such  calcula- 
tors, and  would  certainly  make  the  experiment 
of  a  change.  Under  such  circumstances,  Mr.  G. 
said  he  would  be  the  first  to  cry  out  for  a  change 
of  Administration,  for  it  would  not  be  .possible  to 
lose  by  it.  Defend  New  York  with  all  the  judg- 
ment and  skill  you  can  command ;  fill  the  fortifi- 
cations with  the  full  complement  of  troops  amply 
provided,  call  in  the  local  militia, ^^c,  and  he 
should  not  be  surprised  if  the  British  should  get 
possession  of  that  city.  But  then  there  would  be 
no  blame  on  the  Administration;  all  its  duties 
will  have  been  performed ;  and  the  result  would 
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rest  apoB  the  fortune  of  war ;  bat  a  single  act  of 
neglect  or  miseonduot  would  certainty  deprive 
the  Administration  of  the  public  confidence. 

If,  air,  Great  Britain  should  get  fioasesaion  of 
New  York  and  New  Orleans  and  you  should  get 
possession  of  Canada,  you  would  be  rery  glad  to 
make  the  exchange  upon  the  termination  of  the 
war.-    Therefpre,  take  care,  of  these  two  points. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  also  requested  tbe  honorable 
Secretary  to  consult  with  tbe  President,  and  in- 
form himj  as  the  Pr^idenl^s  Secretarf,  whether 
the  President  washed  to  hare  th^  number  Of  men 
reduced  ?  or  whether  he  had  a  preference  for  any 
other  namber  ?  The  reply,  after  the  consultation, 
very  properly,  was,  that  the  President  had  no 
opinion  to  oner  on  that  point.  He  considered  it 
a  subject  of  legislative  discretion,  dus.  Of  course 
any  informal  Executive  views  ought  not  to  be 
sobstitnted  for  our  own.  discretion  and  resp6nsi> 
bikty.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  knew  it  had  been  suggest- 
edj  and  perhaps  from  very  high  aqthorit^,  that  no- 
thing was  necessary  to  induce  Great  Britain  to  re- 
cede from  her  aggressions,  but  to  convince  her, 
thai,  instead  of  opposing  to  them  inefficient  com- 
mercial resrictions,  they  would  be  resisted  with 
physical  force;  and  that  raisini;  ten-thousand  men 
would  produce  this  conviction,  without  incurring 
inrther  expense.  This  suggestion  fuhiished  some 
of  his  strongest  objections  to  limiting  the  force  to 
be  raised  to  ten  thousand  men.  So  far  from  pro- 
ducing that  conviction  on  the  British  Cabinet,  he 
was  convinced  it  would  produce  precisely  the 
Offpoaite  effect.  The  British  Cabinet  would  look 
at  the  m«ans  provided  for  effectin|r.ihe  otnect,  as 
the  best  evidence  of  the  object  itself.  And  as 
these  means  would  be  viewed  so  utterly  inade- 
quate to  the  purposes  of  war,  the  Cabinet  would 
neeeaaarily  conclude  that  we  were  not  in  earnest, 
that  we  were  joking,  even  upon  the  most  serious 
subject ;  that  war  was  not  jotended,  and  would 
not  be  resorted  to  under  any  cireumstances.  This 
impression,  the  necessary  result  of  our  former 
measures,  hasbecome  so-generai,  bpth  at  bom^  and 
abroad^  that  we  have  much  to  do  to  retrieve  our 
lost  reputation ;  we  do  not  stand  upon  ori|;inal 
ground.  Our  measures  must  be  of  a  very  differ- 
ent character  from  what  they  haVe  been  to  pro-. 
duce  the  desired  conviction,  either  at  home  or 
nbroad.  Having  chan^^ed  our  principle  of  action, 
from  commercial  restrictions  to  physical  force, 
fimiting  that  force  to  ten  thousand  men  would 
be,  in  his  judgment,  as  much  trifling  with  the 
ener^es  of  the  nati<w,  as  inefficient  commercial 
restnctions  had  heretofore  been  trifling  with  the 
character  and  interests  of  the  nation,  and  he  feared 
was  dictated  by  the  same  unfortunate  imbecile 
spirit  and  policy.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  whilst  upon 
this  part  of  the  subject,  be  begged  to  be  excused 
for  reading  a  lew  paragraphs  from  a  newspaper, 
which  he  accidentally  picked  up  last  eveningt 
containing  the  annunciation  of  the  President's 
Menage  at  Cluebec,  the  verv  point  to  which  the 
nropo^  force  might  probably  be  directed*  It 
ittUy  demonstrates  the  impressions  existing  there, 
and  which  have  been  produced  by  our- former 
measures. 


^QuBBxc,  NovenAer  18. 
«  Preiidenf*  Me83age^-T-B%ppi\y  the  expectation  of 
Mr.  Mddison's  speech  steps  in  opportunely,  as  some- 
thing of  an  antidote  to  the  eB^ct  of  the  European 
dearth.  Fron  that  speech  shall  we  learn  that  the 
terrible  being,  John  Bull,  does  not  saffer  his  thousand 
armed  vessels,  manned  and  equipped  at  an  enormous 
expense,  to  lie  wholly  idle;  but  that  they  are  gnilty  of 
the  audacious  tyranny  of  being,  in  some  degree,  a 
check  on  the  violent  inclinations  of  Dame  Columbia  to 
extend  her  anns  to  cherish,  aid,  and  assist  her  admired 
hero.  Napoleon,  in  effecting  John's  annihilation.  Much 
wiU  the  speech  complain  that  the  Sovoreign  of  the 
Oeean  is  not  powerfiil  to  no  purpose,  and  dM  not  de- 
siBend  to,  uid  put  himself  on  a  level  with  the  imbecility 
of  the  United  States,  with  their  dozen  ships.  Unpar- 
donable is  the  grievance  that  the  Leviathan  is  not  as 
powerless  as  the  Cod:  that  the  Jackall,  whom  nature 
meant  for  the  Lion's  provider,  is  not  permitted  to 
divert  its  provender  to  the  support  of  the  Tiger,  with 
a  view  to  the  destruction  of  the  Ijion. 

"The  speech  may* not  say  these  things  in  direct 
terms;  but  such  will,  unquestionably,  be  its  meaning : 
**  With  syllogiims  'twill  make  a  clatter, 
With^ abstract  rights  three-deckers  batter; 
An  empty  purse  at  millions  shake. 
And  no  trade  'gainst  a  free  trade  stake : 
Of  rotting  prooace  count  the  gain, 
A  seaboard  boast  shut  from  the  main ; 
To  seamen  recommend  the  loom. 
And  on  each  msst  to  fix  the  broom ; 
Merchants,  ic»  lack  of  foreign  waxes, 
To  retail  applesrvphuas,  and  pears." 
Limit  all  your  mitfhty'  effbrts  to  ten  thousand 
tnen,  and  it  will  afford  a  better  subject  for  another 
pasquinade,  than  the  President's  fiiTessage  bad 
done  for  the  one  ju^  read.    He  should  not  have 
ventured  to  read  these  paragraphs  to  the  Senate, 
however,  if  these  impressions  were  merely  local. 
But  he  believed  similar  impressions  pervaded 
Europe'  and  America,  and  had  unfortunatelv 
found  their  way  into  the  French  and  British 
Cabinets.    Nor  should  he  have  thought  these 
sarcasms  worth  regard,  Were  it  iTot  for  the  truisms 
with  which  they  were  pplnted.    When  the  Due 
de  Cador&  upon  his  review  of  our  proceedings, 
told  us  officially  that  he  would  have  expected 
mbre  from  a  Jamaica  Assembly,  he  thought  it 
both  impertinent  and  insolent;  but  the  point  of 
the  offence  was  a.  consciousness  that  it  was  too 
muHh  like  the  truth.    It  is  a  truism  which  forms 
the  stinjg  of  every  sarcasm.    We  find  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon,  too,  acting  under  these  same 
impressions^  when  he  seizes  and  confiscates  your 
property,  without  even  a  plausible  pretext.    The 
only  ground  npon  which  ne  acted,  was  a  convic- 
tion that  you  would  not  resent  it,  and  he,  there- 
fore, might  plunder  with  impunity.    The  same 
impressions  direct  the  British  Cabinet  in  its  "in- 
flexible hostility,'^  and  its  war  upon  our  com- 
merce, both  in  character  and  effect,  "brought- 
home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory."    If  our 
protracted   moderation,  wonderi'ul   moderation, 
dbc,  by  which  he  presumed  were  meant  our 
feeble  contrivances  for  the  .last  thr^e  vears,  and 
of  which,  he  feared,  the  requisition  ot  ten  thoa- 
saad  men  was  a^  breach,  both  in  spirit  and  policy, 
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should  still  be  eontiou^d,  be  believed  it  would 
degenerate  into  sometbioff  of  a  verf  different 
character,  and  would  receift  a  yery  diffrrebt 
denomioatioa  from  the  public. 

Mr.  6.  begged  the  Senate  to  turn  its  atten- 
tion to  the  means  of  resistance  now  actually  in 
Canada,  which  would  probably  be  opposed  to  the 
contemplated  force.  From  the  best  information 
he  could  obtain,  the  British  had  at  this  time  la 
Canada  from  seven  to  ten  thousand  .regular  trooptii, 
and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  well  appoint- 
edy  well  furnished  militia,  dfawn  from  a  popula- 
tion of  nearly  three  hundred  thousand  souls.  If, 
therefore,  your  troops  could  be  readv-  to  act  in 
the  Spring  before ^e  breakiDg  up  of  tne  ice,  and 
before  the  British  could  throw  further  succors 
into  that  country,  it  appeared  to" him  there  would 
be  v«ry  good  employment  for  twenty  thousand 
men  in  subduing  this  force  and  population^  and, 
if  undei taken  with  fewer  men,  a  failure  of  the 
enterprise  would  probably  be  the  consequence. 
Besides,  sir,  we  should  recollect  that  Great  Brit- 
ain  is  the  same  Qreat  Britain  we  encountered  in 
1775,  1776,  d^c;  and  aUhoogh  soine  gentlemen 
seemed  to  suppose  that  she  was  fully  occupied 
with  her  European  war;  that  she  was  impover- 
ished, fighting  for  her  existence,  dtc.,  and  of 
course  had  at  command  very  little  disposable 
force,  he  viewed  the  subject  very  differently. 

It  is  true  Qreat  Britain  is  engaged  with  a  formi- 
dable enemy ;  but  hitherto  she  has  greatly  the  ad- 
vantage in  the  war.  Where  has  she  ioet  one  inch 
of  territory  ?  What  acquisitions  of  territory  and 
population  has  she  not  qaade,  both  in. the  Eaat 
and  West  Indies?  What  obstacles  is  she  now 
opposinff  to  the  occupation  of  the  Southern  Pe- 
ninsula by  her  enemy  ?  So  far  from  her  popular 
tion  being  diminished  at  home,  it  appeared  to  be 
greatly  increased  by  the  last  census,  notwith- 
sunding  all  the  distresses  and  starvations  we 
have  heard  of,  dbc.  Count  the  number  of  French 
and  English  prisoners,  and  you  will  find  that 
Qreat  Britain  had  the  advantagexf  perhaps  ten 
to  one.  Her  fleet  is  unrivalled ;  of  course  left 
more  free  to  act  than  at  any  time  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He,  therefore,  concluded 
that  we  should  have  to  contend  now  with  the 
ai^me  Qreat  Britain  we  did  then,  with  renovated 
powers  and  resources.  Yet  to  this  Power  it  is 
proposed  to  oppose  pnly  ten  thousand  additional 
troops.  Mr.  G.  said  it  was  uncertain  how  long 
Qreat  Britain  might  keep  her  army  upon  the 
Peninsula  \  but  wheaever  it  shall  be  withdrawn, 
either  by  choice  or  necessity,  she  will  have  a 
formidable  disposable  force  in  numbers,  skill,  and 
bravery ;  and  whether  she  withdraws  that  army 
or  not,  you  will  find  that  she  will  command,  a 
respectable  force  for  the  protection  of  Canada,  if 
you  wait  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  which 
now  envelopes  all  the  avenues  of  that  country. 
Time^  therefore,  is  all-important,  and  not  a  mo- 
ment for  preparations  ought  to  be  lost. 

France,  it  ie  true,  has  astonishingly  aggran- 
dized herself  during  the  existing  war  in  Europe; 
but  it  bat  been  doM  at  the  expenee  of  other  na* 


tions,  not  of  Qreat  Britain;    Qreat  Briiain  has- 
hed ^er  share  of  the  spoils  also. 

'Let  us  then  not  undervalue  our  enemy.  Sir^ 
this  project  of  limiting  dur  efforts  to  ten  thousand 
men,  seems  to  be  too  much  upon  the  plan  of « 
scarecrow,  and  it  appears  to  be  regarded  in  that 
light  by  some  gentlemen.  He  said  Qreat  Britain 
was  the  last  nation  on  earth,  that  he  would  under* 
take  to  frighten  with  scarecrows ;  besides,  even 
upon  the  scarecrow  plan,  he  should  suppose  that 
twenty-five  Jhousand  men  would  be  better  thaa 
ten  thousand.  Mr.  G.  said  he  disliked  this  pro- 
^'ect  extremely,  from  another  consideration,  whick 
It  forcibly  Impressed  upon  his  mind;  It  must 
evidently  have  been  recommended  by  that  same 
spirit  and  policy  whicli  had  heretofore  relied 
upon  the  chapter  of  accidents  for  success,  and  not 
upon  our  own  energies  add  resources.  It  seems 
to  ha^e  been  founded  on  the  hope  that  Great 
Britain  would  recede  without  an  effort  on  our 
part.  It  is  a  fallacious  hope.  The  hope  itseir 
will  always  defeat  its  own  object,  by  avoiding 
the  means  to  insure  its  own  success. 

Mr.  G.  said  we  had  ed joyed  a  long  course  of 
prosperity,  but  we  ought  not  to  calculate  up<m 
perpetual  exemption  from  the  common  calamities 
of  nations.    When  days  of  ad versi  ty  shall  arri ve, 
we  should  meet  them  with  becoming  fortitude 
and  energv.  -  He  deprecated  that  spirit  which  ap- 
peared to  be  longinff  and  whininff  after  prosperity 
that  is  passed,  as  if  it  feared  tdlook  adversity  ia 
the  face.    Mr.  President,  when  adversity  comes^' 
you  must  look  her  in.  the  face>  yes,  sir,  yon  mtBt 
stare  her  out  of  countenaince;  you  must  meet  her 
with  courage,  and  with  means  sufficient  to  sub- 
due hei".    Mr.  President,  if  af^er  we  have  J)eea 
Solemnly  called  together  to  receive  communiea-^ 
tions  of  ffreat  and  weicrhty  matters,  and  after  oar 
meetin'g  have  been  told  that  our  independeocef  ia 
at  hazard,  that  there  is  actual  war^  both. in  ehai^ 
aeter  and  effect,  up6n  our   lawful  commerce, 
brought  home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory ;. 
that  rights  are  trampled  upon,  which  no  indepen- 
dent nation  can  relinquish,  dbc;  when,  in  short, 
our  wrongs  are  painted  in  such  glowing  terras, 
as  to  have  set  the  whole  nation  on  fire — if,  after 
all  this,  we  should  taper  down  to  proriding  ten^ 
thousand  men  to  Fubdue  such  a  crisis,  would  it 
not  be  a  wonderful  discovery  in  the  art  of  sinking?* 
Would  it  not  undervalue  the  resources  and  ener- 
gies of  the  nation  ?  Would  it  not  insult  and  deceira 
the  national  spirit  and  expectations?    Whether 
he  viewed  tbix  subject  in  reference  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  or  the  P^rty  in  power,  he  shouUI 
eanally  protest  against  tnis  little  miserable  policy 
of  resorting  to  means  so  utterly  incompetent  la 
the  objects.    He  cautioned  the  party  in  power 
now,  as  he  often  had  done  before,  against  longer 
sporting  with  the  national  sensibility,  the  national 
character,  and  the  national  interesU. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  in  making  thcr  calculations  of  tha 
degree  of  force  required,  the  commiaee  was  pre- 
cluded from  taking  into  the  estimate  anv  auxiliary^ 
force  to  be  derived  from  the  militia ;  because  ao. 
impression  appeared  to  be  almost  unirersally  en* 
tertained,  that  Congress  could  not  constitutionally 
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eomaumd  the  serriees  of  ^be  militia  beyoad  the 
limits  of  the  United  Statea;  of  course,  the  regulftr 
force  ma&t  be  preportionally  augmeDt^..  He 
said,  although  he  believed  he  stood  sisgle  aod 
alooe,  he  protested  against  this  doctrine^  He  did 
Bot  propose  now  to  examine  this  <|uestion,  be- 
cause it  would  be  useless.  He  would,  however, 
read  the  clause  of  the  Coostitutioo,.  which  gave 
to  Congress  the  power  of  calling  forth  the  militia, 
and  make  one  or  two  remarks  on  it.  Congreas 
shall  have  power  '^to  provide  {or  calling  foith.the 
militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  ro  sup* 
press  insorrections,  and  repel  invasions."  Tiie 
first  object  for  which  the  militia  may  be  called 
forth,  is  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union*  A 
law  declaring  War,  is  a  law  of  theUaioa ;  and  if 
the  wiar  is  to  be  carried  on  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  still  a  law' to  be  executed, 
although  beyond  the  limits  of  theUniteij  States; 
and  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  militia  .could 
not  be  called  forth  to  execute  it.  Indeed,  it  isotie 
of  those  laws  to  the  execution  of  which  for6e  is  in- 
dispensably and  properly  applicable;  and-^if  the 
laws  can  have  a  lesitimate  inflaeQce  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  the  power  of  Congress 
over  the  militia  must  be  co-extensive  wfith  the 
laws,  which  are  thus  reqaired  to  be  executed.  He 
would  only  observe  further,  that  when  this  sub- 
ject was  more  particularly  brought  into  discus- 
sioD  upon  a  former  occasion,  it  was  said,  that 
eveo  in  Great  Britain,  the  militia  could  not. be 
ordered  out  of  GUeat  Britain ;  ao,  not  evsa  to 
Ireland.  But  it  should  now  be  recollected,  that 
since  that  time,  the  British  Parliament,  without 
even  a  question  as  to  the  riffht,  has  ordered  Brit- 
ish militia  to  Ireland,  and  Irish  militia  to  Great 
Britaia.  Twenty-fix  regiments  are  said  to  be 
transposed  at  this  time. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  in  considering  th^  peculiar 
geographical  sitoi^tion  of  the  United  States,  with 
eolooiea  at  each  end  of  them^  belonging  to  pow- 
erful distant  Dations^  with  which  we  naay  be  often 
brought  into  collision,  it  would  be  unfortunate 
for  the  United  States  if  the  militia  bordering  on 
the  lines  of  separation  could  not  be  called  forth 
for  any  purpose  of  chastisement,  or  any  other  obr 
ject  the  Government  might  have  la  view,  in  re- 
lation to  those  Colonies  or  their  respective  mother 
countries.  If  such  be  the  unfortunate  orgonrza- 
tjon  or  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  an 
amendment  for  remedying  sa important  a  defect 
ought  to  be  instantly  proposed  and  adopted.  Its 
inconvenience  is  now  sensibly  felt,  in  precluding 
all  reliance  upon  that  important  auxiliary  force. 
Gkntlemen,  however,  purpose  to  remedv  this  de- 
fot,  bf  a  Tolunteer  force.  Mr.  G  said,  he  would 
not  r€;)ect,  nor  did  lie  mean  to  disparage,  this 
species  of  force.  But,  from  the  nature  Qf  its 
organization,  it  cannot  be  suited  to  offensive  war, 
nor  to  -the  occupation  of  a  cotmtry  after  it  should 
be  taken.  He  had  been^told  too,  by  military  gen- 
tlemen, without  exception,  that  it  was  always 
found  to  be  the  most  expensive  and  least  effi<;ient 
force..  He  hardly  expected  to  have  heard  it  relied 
upon  for  the  contemplated  object,  by  the  honor- 
able mover,  because  he  thought  gentlemen  eon- 


corrod  with  the  other  exparicAced  military  gentle- 
men in  these  respects. 

,  Mr.  G.  said,  upon  ao  impartial  view  of  all  the 
considerations  he  had  the  honor  to  suggest,  he 
thought  it  was  demonstrated,  that  the  force  pro- 
posed was  not  more  than  competent  to  the  objects 
of  the  Government;  and  that  a  smaller  number 
would  correspond  neither  with  the  national  spirit 
.nor  expectations^  He  would  therefore  proceed 
to  consider^  whether  the  number  proposed  ex- 
ceeded the  national  capacity  to  furnish. 

It  >ill  appear,  said  Mr.  G.^  from  the  censua 
lately  taken,  that  the  population  of  the  United 
States  is  perhaps  not  less  than  seven  and  an  half 
millions  of  souls.  Now,  sir,  this  must  be  a  popu* 
lation  of  a  most  extraordinary  character,  and  un* 
d«r  the  influence  of  a  government  of  a  most  ex* 
traordinary  organization,  if  it  cannot  command 
the  services  oithirty  five  thousand  men,  upon  the 
most  extraordinary  exigencies.  But  we  are  not 
without  a  memorable  experiment  upon  the  popu- 
lation knd  Government  of  the  United  States,  at 
a  former  period.  In  1775;  1776,  we  commenced 
the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Britain,  with 
a  population  very  little,  if  at  all,  exceeding  two 
millions  of  souls.*  Let  us  see  the  number  of 
regular  troops,  not  merely  voted,  but  actually 
brought  into  the  field,  and  paid  for  their  services 
during  the  whole  of  that  war.  They  are' as  fol- 
low: Total  in  pay,  in  1776,  27,443 ;  in  1776, 
46,891 ;  in  1777,  34,820;  1779,  27,699;  1780,  21,-. 
016;  1781,  13,292;  1782,  14,256;  1783,  13,476. 
These  are  the  regular  troops  actually  iii  pay,  ex* 
c1ai»ive  of  militia. 

In  making  this  comparative  estimate,  he  was 
willini^  in  these  degenerate  days,  to  give  two,  aay, 
three  for  one,  over  the  population  of  1775  and. 
l776;  and  it  would  appear,  that  the  committee  bad 
not  drawn  upon  the  existing  population  beyond 
moderation.  With  a  double,  nay  threefold  popu- 
latma ;  yt'xi^  more  than  quadrupled  pecuniary  re- 
sources; with  a  capacity  for  furnishing  mtTnitions. 
of  war  above  one  hundred  fold,  the  committee 
proposed  to  draw  upon  the  existiniJBr  population 
fo)r  thirty-five  thousand  regular  troops  in  tho 
whole,  to  1776  there  were  actually  in  the  field 
and  paid,  forty-six  thousand  eig^t  hundred  and 
niaety«oBe  regular  troops,  exclusive  of  militia. 
Great  Britain,  with  a  population  of  but  little 
more  than  double  that  of  the  United  States;  la- 
boring too  under  a  debt  of  more  than  seven 
hundred  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  has,  at  this 
time,  in  her  land  and  naval  service,  perhaps, 
three  hundred  thousand  men ;  yet  an  alarm  seems 
to  be  produced  here  by  a  proposition  to  call  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  thirty-five  thou- 
sand man.  This  too  for  repelling  the  aggressions 
of  the  same  Great  Britaia  we  encountered  in 
1775  and  1776;  and  for  the  same  cause.  Yes, 
sir;  it  is  as  much  a  question  of  independence 
now,  as  it  was  then.  It  was  then  a  question, 
whether  Great  Britain  should  impose  a  ux  of 

*  Population  of  the  United  States,  at  four  seveial 
periods,  tis:  1780,  3,051,00«;  1790,8,929,824;  1600^ 
5,806,666;  1$10,  7,289,903. 
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three  penee  per  pcmnci  bn  tea,  when  jn  our  colonial 
state.  It  is  now  a  questioD  whether  Great  Brit- 
ain shall  regulate  by  force  the  whole  of  our  coni- 
merce,  in  contempt  and  Tiolation  of  the  laws  of 
nations,  when  we  affect  to  be  in  an  independent 
state.  If,  sir,  our  fathers  had  conde'lscended  to 
calculate  the  costs  of  a  tax  of  three  pence  on  a 
pound  of  tea,  compared  with  the  costs  of  the  war 
for  achieving  our  independence,  as  some  of  their 
sons  are  now  doing  with  respect  to  the  value  of 
our  commerce  submitted  to  the  regulation  of 
dreat  Britain^  we  should  not  now  hay«  it  in  our 
power  to  degrade  their  memories,  by  the  profli- 

?rate  abandonment  of  the  independence  achieved 
or  us  by  the  profusion  of  their  blood  and  treasure. 
And  what,  sir,  became  of  the  forty-six  thousand 
«ight  hundred  and  ninety  one  men  raised  to  op- 
|>ose  Great  Britaii^  in  1776?  We  know  they 
'were  often  compelled  to  flj  before  superior  Brit- 
ish forces,  and  by  th«  waste  of  the  war  and  dhort 
enlistments,  were  reduced  in  1783,  to  13,476.  Tet 
we  seem  no\^  to  be  willing  to  fall  into  this  same 
fatal  error^-and  for  what?*  and  for  what  ci(use  1 
From  groundless  and  visionary  fears  of  the  pos- 
sible influence  of  regular  troops  upon  our  liber- 
ties. But,  sir,  these  fears  come  too  late.  They 
should  have  come  upon  us  long  ago.  It  is  too 
late  to  say,  we  are  more  afraid  of  the  means  of 
annoyance,  than  the  enemy  to  be  annoyed.  Wef 
ought  to  have  submitted  long  ago.  We  have  nom 
taken  the  ground  of  resistance,  and  ctinnot  re- 
cede. He  noped  that  the  considerations  urged 
the  other  day  upon  this  subject,  were  sufficient 
to  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  these  alarms,  and 
their  unfortunate  tendency  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare  in  the  present  state  of  our  affairs. 
Upon  these  views  of  the  whole  subject/ he  tnisted 
that  the  Senate  would  concur  With  the  commit- 
tee in  opinion,  that  the  number  of  men  recom- 
mended is  not  top  great  for  the  purposes  of  the^ 
Government,  noT  beyond  the  convenient  abil- 
ities of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  now  proceed  to  the  ten- 
derest  point  of  this  discussion^-the-decrepit  stat^ 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  Mr.  Q.  said,  he  did 
not  think  this  the  true  standard  for  estimatinjg  the 
nattonal  resources,  nor  energies ;  nor  for  estimat- 
ing the  means  necessary  for  repelling  aggressions 
upon  our  national  rights ;  nor  is  \\  the  one  recom- 
mended in  the  President's  responsible  Message. 
But  the  honorable  mover  had  said  it  demftnded 
and  ought  to  receive  our  first  attention.  He  com- 
plained, too,  that  Mr.  G.  had  said  the  objects  at 
stake  were  too  great  for  counting  the  costs.  Mr. 
G.  said  this  was  not  precisely  the  view  he  had 
before  presented  on  tbis  part  of  the  subject.  The 
opinion  he  exprei«ed  was.  that  there  would  be  an 
economy  in  furnishing  means  sufficient  to  effect 
your  objects  ;  that  the  costs  could  not  be  deemed 
excessive,  which  wpuld  insure  success ;  but  if  vou 
dealt  out  your  means  so  sparingly  as  to  fail  of 
your  object,  it  would  then  become  prod  1^1  waste 
and  profusion  of  economy.  To  this  opinion  he 
still  adhered ;  and  he  thought  there  never  was  an 
occasion  where  the  remark  would  apply  with 
more  force  and  propriety  than  at  present*    Tlie 


gentlemen  who  express  so  much  concern  for  the 
Treasury  Department,  tell  us  that  the  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  that  Department   possesses  the 
moH  splendid  ffoancial  talents,  dtc.    Mr.  G.  said, 
he  hoped  he  did  ;  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  de- 
tract aught  from  this  impression ;  but  he  could 
notlielp  remarking  that  he  should  feel  more  con- 
fidence in  that  gentleman's  financial  reputation, 
if  it  were  founded  more  on  facts,  and  less  on  ru-  . 
mor  and  ant!icipation^  The  honorable  Secretary's 
financial  reputation  was  made  to  his  hands  by 
others.    He  had  little  or  no  share  in  it.    He  has 
annually  given  us  the  most  lucid  views,  of  the 
amount  and  manner  of  revenue  received  at  the 
Treasiiry,  which  was  provided  by  others,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  disbursed  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Government.    But  this  is  no  dif- 
ficult ta^k,  and  is  no  evidence  of  fiaancial  skill, 
Which  he  understood  to  consist  in  the  faculty  of 
getting  the  most  money  Fnt6  the  Trei^sijry,  with 
theleast  iocdovenience  to  the  contributors.    He 
was  not  disposed,  however,  to  complain  of  this 
inactivity  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  Secretary, 
because  the  Government  had  never  called  upon 
him  for  greHter  exertions,  and,  perhaps,  had  no 
occasion  to  have  made  such  a  call,  until  about 
three  years  ago.    But,  sir,  what  does  this  gentle- 
man,  tell  us,  upon  vdiose  splendid  talents  we  all 
rely  ?    That  the  national  resources*  are  equal  to 
all  the  national  exigencies.    In  his  last  report,  he 
says,  in  substance,  there  can  be  dq  doubt  of  the 
ability  and  the  will  of  the  nation  to  furnish  all 
thte  necessary  supplies.    If,  then,  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  his  splendid  financial  talents,  only  give 
them  scope  for  action  ;  apply  them  to  the  national 
ability  and  will;  let  tllem  nerform-the  simple  task 
of  pointing  •to  the  true  moau8  operandi  ;  add  what 
reason  have  we  to  despair  of  the  tlepubltc  ?  What 
reason  kave  we  to  doubt  of  the  abundance  of  the 
Treasury  supplies?     Until  now  the  honorable 
Secretary  has  had  no  scope  for  the  demonstration 
of  his  splendid  financial  lalents.    Of  all  th^  rev- 
enues receivable  at  the  Treasury,  he  knew  of.  but 
one  fund  for  whiel^  we  are  indebted  tp  the  sng- 
ffestion  of  that  gentleman.  That  is  what  ix  called 
the  Mediterranean  fund^  and  that  is  annually 
presented  to  us  in  a  very  awkward  and  crooked 
form.    But,  against  this  may  be  place.d  the  repeal 
of  the  salt  tax;  one  of  the  most  improvident 
measures  ever  adopted  by  this  or  any  other  Gov- 
ernment.   He  presumed  the  Secretary,  at  least, 
yielded  his  assent  to  that  measure.    Mr.  G.  said, 
he  was  extremely  opposed  to  this  measure  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption ;  had  twice  reported  agaitist 
it,  as  the  chairman  of  a  committee,  to  whom  Uie 
subject  was  referred;  and  he  believed  it  was  twice 
reacted  by  this  hQnorable  body^     His  single  vote, 
he  believed^  turned  the  scale.    He  should  have 
pertevered  in  his  opposition,  notwithstanding  the 
popular  cry  raised  at  the  tipue  ;  but  he  yielded  at 
length  to  an  imposing  claim  urged  on  him  by  many 
members  of  the  House  of  Representativ^es.    The 
House  of  Representatives  was  peculiarly  intrust- 
ed by  the  Constitution  with  the  power  of  raising 
revenue ;  and  it  could  hardly  be  considered  as 
correct  in  a  single  individual,  in  the  other  brano 
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of  tbe  Legislature,  to  |>ut  his  veto  to  a  measure,  in 
lelttloQ  to  rereDue,  which  was  recommeaded  by 
so  large  a  luajority  of  that  branch,  to  who^e  dis- 
cretion all  subjects  of. revenue  were  intrusted  in 
t  pecuhar  maoncfr.  To  this  ciaiiu,'  and  the  very 
high  reaped  4)e  entertained  for  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenutives.  he  yielded  a  reluctant  consent^  upon 
eonditioD  that  the  repeal  should  be  postponed  until 
ooe  month  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  session 
ofCongress,  and  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives would  again  review  and  consider  the  sub- 
jtet.  The  month  elapsed  without  re-enacting  the 
law,  and  tbe  tax  ceasedr 

Mr.  G.  said  he  never  gave  a  vote,  more  against 
the  convictions  of  his  own  judgment  than  he  did 
OB  that  occasion,  although  the  motive  was  one 
which  he  conceived  ought  to  exempt  him  from 
censure.  If  gentlemen  will  now  multiply  the 
|iroduct  of  that  tax,  by  t^e  number  of  years' since 
It  was  taken  ofi^  they  would  find  it  would  have 
produced  all  the  sums  -which  have  sinde  been 
caUed  for  by  loans,  provided  no  greater  expendi- 
tures had  been  incurred. by  the  Government  than 
have  taken  place.  Besides  the  diminution  of 
Treasury  fuQds,  it  has  had  the  most  banefai  in- 
fluence upon  the  salt  works,  which  had  been 
esublished  under  iu  protection,  and  which  would, 
under  the  influence  o,f  the  same  protection,  in  a 
very  short  time,  have  rendered  us  independent  of 
foreign  nations  for  the  supply  of  this  article  ofthe 
first  necessity..  He  was  npt  disposed^  however, 
on  these  accounts,  to  distrust  tbe  splendid  financial 
talents  of  the  honorable  Secretary;  although 
candor  compelled  him  to  acknowledge  that  he 
should  feel  more  confidence  in  them,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  unwillinjg;ness  evidently  mianifested 
by  that  gentleman  himself,  during  the  last  three 
years,  in  afibrding-  their  usefulness  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  times  which  imperiously  demanded 
their  fall  and  prompt  exertions^ 

Mr.  G.  said  the  recession  ofthe  Treasury  De- 
partment from  tbe  uying  difficulties  ofthe  nation 
during  that  period,,  must  be  evident  to  every. im- 
partial observer ;  and  he  believed  be  was  acquaint- 
ed with  circumstajpces  which  amounted  to  a 
knowledge  that  all  the  measures  which  have  dis- 
honored the  nation  during  the  same  time>  are,  in 
a  great  degree,  attributable  to  the  indisposition  of 
the  late  and  present  Administration  tq  press. on 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  to  disturb  the 
popularity  and  repose  of  the  gentleman  at  the 
bead  of  it.  That  the  inexecution  of  the  embargo 
is  properly  attributable  to  that  cause,  he  had.uo 
doubt ;  and  notwithstanding  all  the  clamor  upon 
that  subject,  its  inexecution  produced  its  repeal. 
The  Executive  refused  to  incur  the  expense,  and 
accept  the  means  necessary  for  it»>  efiectual  exe- 
cution; which,  he  beKeved,  would  have  been 
readily  and  zealously  granted  by  Congress  upon 
the  Executive  request,  at  any  moment.  When 
we  were  driven  froni  that  measure  by  the  inexe- 
catioo  ofthe  law,  this  honorable  body  proposed  a 
tubatitute.  in  his  judgment,  infinitely  better  cal- 
culated to  retrieve  the  honor  and  promote  tbe  in- 
terest of  the  nation,  than  the  embargo  itself.  le 
done  too  against  the  known  and  anxious 


opposition  of  ihe  Executive,  acting,  he  believed, 
under  the  same  unfortunate  influence.  This 
measure  consisted  in  presenting  to  the  aggressing 
belligerents  an  impartial  and  honorable  proposi- 
tion for  accommodation;  and  in  the  event  of  its 
rejection.  \o  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
against  the  refusing  nation.  This  measure  was 
so  strongly^  and  obviously  recommended  by  the 
j>eculiar  circumstances  under  which  we  were 
coercively  placed  by  both  the  belligerents,  that 
he  was  astonished  at  the  anxious  opposition  it 
.  received ;  and  to  the  success  of  that  opposition, 
after  the  embargo  was  abandoned,  may  clearly 
be  traced  afl  our  present  sufferings  and  degrada- 
tions, both  the  belligerents  had  determined  that 
we  should  be  no  longer  neutral ;  and  had  adopted 
the  most  injurious  measures  in  relation  to  t]is,  to 
coerce  us  into  the  war;  each  urgiug  us  to  war 
against  its  enemy.  What  was  the  proper  and 
manly  reply  to  these  aggressing  nations  t  Here 
is  a  proposition  of  accommodation  to  each  of  you ; 
if  either  accepts,  we  pledge  ourselves  tq  issue  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal  against  tbe  other,  it 
refusing  the  accommodation.  This  aras  the  very 
situation  in  which  each  wished  to  place  us  against 
i^  enemy;  and  of  course  both  would  probably 
have  accepted  the  proposition ;  one  or  other  cer- 
tainly would  i  and  if  the  acceptance  of  one  before 
the  other  would  have  produced  a  state  of  hostili- 
ties against  the  other,  Jt  would  have  been  of  very 
short  continuance ;  because  neitbeir  of  them  would 
flnd  any  interest  in  a  war  against  us,  and  each 
wished  us  to  take  a  part  in  the  war,  hot  affainst 
itself,  but  against  its  enemy ;  and  perhaps  the  ac- 
commodation would  not  be  the  less  durable  for 
having,  been  sealed  with  blood.  This  measure 
waa  npt  opposed  upon  its  intrinsic  merits  nor  de- 
merits, but  it  required  to  be  backed  with  other 
meiasures  of  preparation  and  cfxpense,  and  hence 
the  real  cause  of  its  failure.    The  practical  un- 


derstanding of  the  rejection  of  this  measure,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,'  was  submission  to  the  bel- 
ligerent aggressions ;  or,  in  other  words,  notwith- 
standing all  our  previous  patriotic  speeches  and 
resolutions,  we  were  determined  not  to  resist  by 
force.  And  what  has  been  the  result  of  this  con- 
viction on  the  part  ofthe  belligerents,  of  submis- 
sion on  our  part?  Great  Britain  immediately 
disavowed  au  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Erskine, 
under  the  influence  of  instructions  given  under 
a  contrary  conviction,  a  conviction  produced  by 
the  measures  of  this  body,  and  by  a  report  made 
by  a  gentleman;  then  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  whom  he  then  saw  with 
pleasure  4>tt  this  floor,  and  a  resolution  adopted  in 
consequence  of  that  report.  This  resolution  de- 
clared our  detern^ination  to  resist  the  belligerent 
aggressions,  with  only  two  dissentient  votes.  The 
measures  of  this  House,  without  any  declaration, 
were  calculated  to  produce  the  same  conviction. 
In  this  state  of  things  Mr.  Erskine  received  his 
instructions,  and  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with 
Great  Britain  was  the  consequence ;  but  the  mo- 
ment Great  Britain  found  we  had  receded  from 
our  own  ground,  and  falsified  our  professions,  she 
disavowed  the  arrangement,  and  now  perseveres 


51 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


52 


SfiNATE. 


AddiHcnal  Military  Fhree, 


Dbcbmmb,1811. 


in  hostile  inflexibility.  How  did  France  act  upon 
beioj^  apprized  of  this  ioaprovident  and  fatal  re- 
cession? Her  Emperor  immediately  seized  and 
confiscated  all  your  property  within  his  control ; 
and  bis  Minister  officially  told  us  that  be  would 
have  expected  something;  more  from  a  Jamaica 
Assembly !  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  Great 
Britain  and  Frilnce  acted  in  concert  upon  this 
unfortunate  occasion;  and,  therefore,  the  analo- 
gous conduct  of  each  most  be  proof  positive  of 
the  practical  understanding  and  effect  of  our  de- 
precated recession.  It  was  a  declaration  ofsub- 
fnission,  as  far  as  submission  consists  in  refusing 
resistance  by  force.  The  GoTembient  seems 
now  sensible  of  thisfatal  error,  and  is  determined 
to  retrieve  it;  but,  he  was  sorry  to  observe,  with 
measures  as  inefficient  upon  the  principle  of  re- 
sistance by  fbrce,  as  were  commercial  restriction, 
in  a  substitution  of  th«t  principle.  And  whep 
we  look  forthe  causes  of  this  deplorable  ioeffi- 
ciency,  they  resolve  themselves,  as  heretofore, 
into  tenderness  for  the  Treasury  Department,  dbc. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  whilst  upon  this  most  un- 
pleasant part  of  the  subject,  he  wished  to  be  in- 
dulged in  a  few  observations  upn  the  statrof 
our  public  debt ;  because  this  suliject,  in  the  hands 
of  a  skilAil  financier,  had  been'^the  most  efficient 
weapon  for  beating  down  all  the  measures  which 
he  believed  were  best  calculated  to  support  the 
character  and  promote  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try. Mr.  G.  salt)  it  bad Hlwavs  given  him  pleas- 
ure to  see  that  debt  in  a  rapid  state  of  reduction, 
and  he  had  at  all  tim^s  given  his  aid  to  fhoilitate 
that  object. 

We  had,  however,  experienced  the  effects  of  a 
debt,  of  above  $80,000,000,  now  reduced  to  perhaps 
940,000,000,  yet  this  diff^rend«  ofthc  amount  of  d^ebt 
had  never  been  felt  by  society,  it  bad  produced 
no  sensible  effect  upon  the  common  intercourse 
amongst  men  in  their  pecuniary  affairs.  He  asked 
every  gentleman  to  reflect  and  recollect,  whether, 
iti  his  pecuniary  arrangements,  he  ever  took  into 
his  calculations  the  present  compared  with  the 
former  state  of  the  public  debt  ?  For  his  part,  he 
said,  he  should  never  have  known  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt,  but  for  the  annual  Treasurj  Re- 
port. The  reason  why  a  debt  of  eighty  millions 
of  dollars  is  not  felt  in  the  United  States,  is,  that 
the  amount  is  so  entirely'within  their  ability. 
Now,  sir,  is  it  not  infinitely  better  to  restore  the 
debt  to  its  former  amount,  or  more,  when  we 
know  from  experience  how  little  infltieace  it  has 
on  society,  and  thatjnfluence  will  necessarily  be 
diminished  in  proportion  to  our  increase  in  wealth 
and  population,  than  to  surrender  the  smallest  at- 
tribute of  the  national  sovereignty  ? 

Mr.  G.  said,  before  he  concluded,  he  begged 
permission  to  observe,  that  particular  individuals 
supposed  they  had  «n  interest  in  imputinff  to  him 
a  wish  to  involve  this  nation  in  a  war  with  Great 
Britain, and  had  accordingly  reproachedhim  with 
the  most  unworthy  epithets.  lie  said,  no  gentle- 
man present  wished  for  peace,  or  deprecated  war 
with  Great  Britain,  more  than  himself.  .He  said, 
lie  hopt?d  he  was  not  blind  to  his  own  intei^ests. 
nor  the  interests  of  those  inhabiting  the  same 


scene  of  country  with  himself.  It  was  imperious- 
ly their  interest,  not  only  to  preserve  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  but  a  free  commercial  intercourse 
wither.  Grain  was  the  principal  product  for  ex- 
portation  in  that  part  of  the  country;  Great  Brit- 
ain was  almost  at  all  times  in  want  of  that  arti- 
cle, and  was  at  this  moment  giving  very  high 
prices  for  it.  The  country  was  generally  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition,  in  consequence  of  this 
state  of  thini^,^^and  it  could  not  be  desirable  to 
change  it.  But  he  never  could  see  the  incompati- 
bility between  the  desire  of  preserving  peace,  and 
a  preparation  to  meet  unavoidable  war.  ft  ap- 
liears  now  to  be  almost  universally  agreed  that  if 
this  course  had  been  heretofore  pursued;  it  would 
have  insured  pdace  ;  and  if  war  should  now  come, 
it  would  he  in  4:onsequenec  of  the  fatal  rejection 
of  the  proposed  measures  of  preparation  for  war. 
In  fact,,  there  is  no  sounder  maxim,  than  that  a 
preparation  for  war  was  the  surest  means-  of  pre- 
serving peace.  If  in  this  moment,  in  consulting 
his  ow^  and  the  nation^s  interest,  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace,  he  were  called  on  to  decide  merely 
in-  reference  to  that  object,  whether  we  shoula 
now  raise  thirty  thousand  men  (his  favorite  num- 
ber) or  ten  tboosand,  or  no  men  at  all,  he  would 
certainly  prefer  the  thirty  thousand. 

If  you  had  thjrtv  thousand  men  on  thecon^nes 
of  Canada,  Great  Britain  would  then  believe  yoQ 
were  in  earnest.  She  would  know  that  after  that 
force  was  rais^ed,  it  must  be  applied  to  its  Objects, 
and  she  would  of  course  begin-  to  calculate  its 
consequences.  If  she  found  that  the  inconveni- 
encies  of  opposing  such  a  force,  would  not  be  com- 
pensated for  by  her  hostile  aggressions,  she  would 
probably  abandon  them,.  If  she  thotight  that  by 
the  chances  of  war  an  obedient  and  friendly  col- 
ony might  be  converted  into  an  enemy's  coun- 
try, it  would  afford'a  great  inducement  to  her  to 
avoid  the  war.  if  she  found  a  hostile  population 
approaching  Halifax,  the  inducement  would  be 
increased  ;  for  that  is  the  point  nearest  her  heart ; 
and  she  would  risk  much  in  its  protection.  It  is 
important  to  lier,  as  a  protection  to  her  We^t  In^ 
dies,  &c.  Besides,  the  war  would  deprive  her  of 
her  best  commercial  customer,  dbc.,  ice.  These 
and  similar  considerations  might  Induce  her  to 
prefer  peace.  Without  presenting  a  competent 
military  force,  perfectly  prepared  and  placed  in 
a'situation  for  action,  hone  of  these  inducements 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  will  be  presented  to 
the  British  Cabinet.  But  if,  disre^rding  these 
considerations,  she  should  prefer  war,  no  gentle- 
man can  seriously  conclude  that  even  thirty  thou- 
sand additional  troops  can,  be  too  many  for  the 
purposes  of  war. 

NoTB — Observe  the  dironologieal  statement  of  the 
fbllowing  facts,  and  mark  the  obvioos  course  of  cause 
and  effect 

Houtx  or  RiFmxsxvTATivxs — Dec.  13, 1908. 

The  question  was  taken  mi  agreeing  to  the  fetiorw- 
i  ng  resolQtbn,  t»  wit : 

**  Rewhtdy  That  the  United  States  cannot  wtthont  a 
sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor  and  mdep^denee,  anb- 
ndt  to  the  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  Franoe." 
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lad  ^Molved  in  tli6  affirm«tiTe— j«m  118,  nays  3, 

Tba»— Mmbts.  Akxaader,  W.  Abton,  L;  Alstoa^Ba- 
CM,  Btfd,  Barker,  BaMeit,  Blacldedge,  Blake,  Bkmni, 
Bof d,  Bejle,  Browp,  Burwell,  Butler,  Callioiin,  6.  W. 
Gimpbell,  Cbampioo,  Chitterrden,  Clay,  Clopton,  Cul* 
Mper,  Cutta,  Davenport,  Dawson,  Deane,  Desha,  Durell, 
Eliiot,Eiy,Findley,  Fisk,  Franl^in,  Gardner,  Oaniett, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gray,  Green^  Harris,  Heisier, 
Helms,  HoDand,  Holmes,  Howard,  Humphreyi^  Usley, 
J.  G.  Jackson,  R.  8.  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Johnson,  Jones, 
Kelly,  Kenan,  Key,  Kirkpatrick,  Lambert,  Lewis,  Lloyd, 
Lofe,  Macon^  Marion,  Masters,  McOreery,  MUnor,  D. 
Mootgomeiy,'!!.  R.  Moore,  T.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, J<^n  Morrow,  Moseley,  Miimfbrd,  Nelson,  New- 
bsU,  Newton,  Nicholas,  Pitkin,  Porter,  Qoiney,  Ran- 
Mpk,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  J. 
Bidittds,  M.  mchards,  Russell,  Say,  8eaver,  8haw; 
Sloiii,  Smelt,  8mUie,  J.  K.  Smith,  J.  Smi^i,  Southard, 
Steofard,  Stedfiaan,  Storer,  Stttrges,  Taggart,  TaU- 
■adgSfTaybr,  Thompson,  Trigg,  Troup,  Uphaip,  Van 
Afitn,  Van  Hom^  Van  Rensselaer,  Verolanck,  Whar- 
loa, WUtehiU  Wilboor,  Williams,A.  Wilson,  N.  WU- 
MB,  snd  Winn. 

Nats— Messrs.  Gbrdenier  and  Hoge. 

Ths  report  of  the  Committee  on  our  Foreign  Relap. 
doDi,  positively  declared,  that  there  were  but  three  al- 
temttivss  left  to  the  United  States  byihe  belligerents : 
onbtzgo,  submission,  or  war. 

Of  course  the  ^resistance  mentioned  in  the  resolution, 
wu  intended  to  be  resistance  by  force — not  by  com^ 
■sitiil  restriction*  Look  forward  at  the  infidelity 
■tnifeited  to  the  principle  of  this  resolution ;  and  re- 
flect upon  its  disastrous  consequences.  Attempts  are 
low  indnstrioudy  making  to  cast  the  public  odium 
ipoQ  those,  who  could  not  be  driven  from  this  wise, 
naidj  snd  pledged  policy.  Do  they  deserve  it  ?  Why 
ire  ludi  attemptt  made  t 

^  UfSnnATW^Feb.  20,  1809. 

The  bill  **  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
twssB  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
tad  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  eonsidered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  an^  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  smended. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rsxn,  to  strike  out  of  the  11th 
nctioo,  the  following  words :  **  And  to  cause  to  be  is- 
loed,  under  soiiable  pledges  and  precautions,  letters 
of  msrque  and  reprisal  against  the  nation  thereafter 
coiitiniiing  in  force  its  unlawful  edicts  against  the 
MBUBerce  of  the  United  States:" 

h  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  1  f,  nays 
H,ssf[>Dows: 

Tbas— pMeasrs.  Condit,  Pnnklin,  CHlman,  Good- 
och,  HiilhoQae,  Lloyd,  Mathewson,  Parker,  Pickerhig, 
Beod,  and  8amter-^U. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Crawford,  6aillard«  Giles, 
Grefg,  Howland,  MiUedge,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
XitjUnd,  Smith  (4  New  York,  SmiAh  of  Tennessee, 
•idTnraei^l4. 

FdfTuanf  22. 

Teas  and  Nays  on  the  passage  of 'the  bill  to  inter- 
Act  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
Stitss  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  de- 
podeneies,  and  for  other  purposes : "' 

YiAs-^Messn.  Anderson,  Condit,  Franklin,  Gafi* 
Ittd,  Giles,  Gregg.  Howland,  Kitchell,  Leib,  Mathew- 
im,  Meigs,  Mi£dge,  Mitohffl,  Moore,  Pope,RQhiiMKm, 


Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten> 
neesee,  Tlimston,  and  Tillki — 21. 

Nats — Mesiors.  Bayard,  Crawford,  Gihnan,  QooA* 
ridi,  Hillhouse,  Lh^d,  Parker,  Pickering,  Reed,  Sum* 
ter,  Turner,  and  White~12. 

Housx  or  R^rftssaiTTATirxs^— Fe&.  24,  1809.  - 

On  the  question,  that  the  House  do  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  of  the  eleventh 
section  of  Ae  above-mentioned  bill  the  following 
wprds :  ^  and  to  cause  to  be  issued,  under  suitable  pledgee 
and  preoautiohs,  letter^  of  marque  and  reprisal  against 
the  nation  thereafter  continuing  in  force  its  unlawftil 
edicts  against  the  commerce  of  die  United  Slates :" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmative,  as  follows :  Yead 
74,  nays  sat 

YxAs—Messrs.  Alexander,  W.  Alston,  Bacon,  Bav- 
ker,  Bibb,  BlacUedget,  Blake,  Blount,  Boyd,  Butlei, 
Cl^ampion,  Cook,  Culpetteri^  Dana,  Durell,  Elliot,  £ly» 
Eppes,  Findley,  Frankfin,  Garnett,  Gholson,  Goodwya, 
Harris,  Helms,  Humphreys,,Ilsley,  R.  8.  Jackson,  Jonesy 
Kelly,  Kenan,  Lambert,  Lewis,  LivermOre,  Lloyd, 
Lyon,  Macon,  Marion,  Masters,  Milnor,  John  Morrow, 
Moseley,  Mumford,N'jewboId,  Pugh,  Quincy,  Randolph, 
Riker,  Rowan,  Sloan,  J.  K.  Smith,  8.  Smith,  Southard, 
Stanford,  Stedman,  Storer,  Sturges,  Bwart,  Taggart, 
TaUmadge,  Thompson,  Upham,  Y an  Allen,  Yan  Cort- 
landt,  Yan  Dyke,  Van  Rensselaer,  Yerplanck,  White- 
hill,  Wilbour,  WUliams,  and  Wilson--74. 

Nats— -Mesors.  Bard,  Bassett,  Boyle>  Brown,  Cal^ 
houn.  Clay,  Cutts,  Deane,  Desha,  Fisk,  Green,  Hol- 
land, Hohnes,  Johnson,  Love,  McOreety,  John  Mont- 
gomery,. Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Newton». 
.Nicholas,  Porter,  Rea  o#  Pennsyhania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, J.  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Sar,  Seaver, 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  Taylor,  Wilson,  and  Winn— 8Jk 

In  Sesatb— Fcft.  28,  1809. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled 
f*An  act  to  interdict,  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  thefar  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
eleventh  section,  as  follows :  Strike  out  the  words, 
"And  to  cause  to  be  issued,  under  suitable  pledges  and 
precautions,  letters  of  marqu^  and  r^jmal  against  the 
nation  thereafter  continuing  ii|  force  its  unlawful  edict* 
against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  17,  nay* 
11,  as  follows: 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Btyard,  Bradley,  Condit, 
Franklin,  Gregg,  Howland,  Kitchell,  Mathewson, 
Meigs,  Mitchill,  Parker,  Pope,  Reed,  Sumter,  TiflKn, 
and  White, 

Nats — Messn.  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Hillhouse,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Milledge,  Moore,  Pickering,. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  and  Turner. 

Mr.  Erskine's  instructions  were  given  on  the  23d  of 
January,  1809,  and  his  arrangement  proclaimed  by  the 
Preiddent  of  the  United  States  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1809.  This  arrangement  was  disavowed  by  the  Brit* 
iah  Government  on  the  24th  of  May,  1809. 

The  French  RambouiUet  decree  took  place  oa  tli» 
2ddMai«h,  1810.  ' 

When  Mr.  OiLfes  had  concluded,  Mr.  Andbr- 
SON  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

Mr.  Andbbson  said,  he  was  not  a  little  sorprised 
to  h«ar  the  gentlemaii  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Qilb8> 
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8fty,  that  he  was  anprepared  to  oppose  a  very  oo- 
expeeted  motioo.  when  he,  Mr.  A.,  had  two  days 
before,  whilst  the  bill  was  under  consideration, 
suggested  his  intention^  in  his  place,  to  make  the 
motion  he  had  now  made ;  upon  which  the  honor- 
able naember  expressed  a  wish  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  questidn^and  immediately  mored 
the  postponement  of  the  bill,  which  was  not  op- 
posed, and  of  course  prevailed.  Mr.  A.  said,  that 
the  motion  was  noL  therefore,  made  without  due 
notice,  and,  he  would  add.  without  due  consider- 
ation. He  had  consulted  with  a  number  of  the 
memoers  of  this  honorable  body,  for  whose  judg- 
ement and  opinions  he  had  great  respect,  and  with 
whose  approbation,'and  he  mi^ht  mdeed  add,  at 
whose  instance,  the  motion  had  been  made.  He 
was,  however,  himself  reader  and  willing  to  meet 
all  the  responsiHilicy  that  might  attach  to  tt^  not- 
withstandmg  the  surprise  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber as  to  the  quarter  from  which- it  had  come. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  not  pretend  to  repl  j^  to 
aU  the  ?ario(Js  observations  the  gentleman  bad. 
thought  proper  to  make,  very  many  of  which  he 
considered  altogether  irrelevant  to  the  question 
under  consideration^  but  which  might,  perhaps, 
answer  some  other  purpose,  which  the  honorable 
member  mi^ht  have  in  view. 

Mr.  A.  said,  be  was  as  strongly  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  a  sufficient  force,  for  the  inva- 
MOA  of  Canada,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
coold  possibly  be,  and  not  a  single  expression^  had 
escaped  him  to  induce  a  belief  that  be  should  be 
unwilling  to  vote  a  proper  and  ample  fprce  for 
that  s«rvioe ;  but  he  differed  greatly  with  the 
gentleman  as  to  the  kind  of  force  we  ougUt  im- 
mediately to  emplojr.  The  honorable  member 
appeared  to  place  his  sole  dependence  upon  the 
regular  troops ;  and  yet,  if  he  understood  his  ar- 
gument, he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  making  a 
descent  upoti  Canada  early  in  the  Spring.  As 
to  the  time,  Mr.  A.  agreed  with  him  ;  but  as  to 
the  means,  he  certainly  difiered  very  greatly  from 
him.  The  number  or.  regulars  contemplated  by 
the  gentiemstn  could  not  possibly  be  raised  within 
the  time ;  h»  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that  a  less 
number  ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  billi  It  should 
be  recollected  that  we  had  very  recently  author- 
ized the  regiments  on  the  Peace  Establishment  to 
be  filled ;  they  would  require  at  least  6,0Q0  men ; 
add  thereto  25,000  more,  the  number  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member,  and  he  would  ask  him 
to  ilnswer  candidly,  whether  he  really  believed 
that  so  great  a  number  of  regular  troofra  could  be 
enlisted  within  the  time  required  for  the  service 
to  be  performed.  Mr.  A.  said,  impressed,  as  he 
was,  with  a  firm  belief  that  not  more  than  half 
the  number  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
could  be  enlnted  within  the  time  they  must  take 
the  field  in  order  to  act  efficiently  against  Cana- 
da, he  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  retaining  the 
whole  number  contemplated  by  the  bill.  Mr.  A. 
aaid,  it  must  be  well  known  to  every  gentleman, 
that  the  invasion  of  Canada  must  necessarily 
take  place  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in 
the  tiver  St.  Lawrence ;  otherwise,  twice  25,000 
would  be  required— because  large  reinforcements, 


as  soon  as  aii  opportunity  presented,  would  most 
certainly  be  thrown  jnto  that  country.  Mr.  A. 
said,  upon  a  fair  view  of  i\ui  whole  subject,  as  it 
presented  itself  to  him,  he  was  decidedly  of  opin- 
ion that  the  number  of  regular  troops  to  be  raised 
by  that  bill  ought  not  to  exceed  16,000;  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  in  his  opinioo, 
as  efficient  a  force  would  be  raised  under  such  a 

frovision  within  the  time  limited  for  taking  the 
eld,  as  would  be  raised  were  the  present  num- 
ber in  the  bill  retained — and  in  the  former  case, 
we  should  prove  to  our  edemies,  that  we  were 
able  to  raise  such  a  number  of  regular  troops  aa 
might  be  wanted  upon  a  sudden  emergency;  but 
in  the  latter,  we  should  not  be  able  to  make  the 
same  exhibit.  What  then  wonld  be  the  conse- 
quehce  ?  You  would  giye  a  most  mortifying 
proof  that  your  means  were  not  commensurate 
to  your  ends ;  that  your  plaa  had  been  badly  di- 
gested, and  worse  executed.  And  surely  the 
gentlemen  can  have  no  desire  to  present  such 
a  state  of  things,  at  the  very  moment  when  alt 
the  energies  of  the  nation  seem  to  be  required. 
Mr.  A.  said,  to  avoid  this  ei^traordinary  exhibit 
was  also  one  of  his  objects;  and  this,  in  his 
opinion,  could  be  done  by  taking  the  course  be 
had  contemplated ;  reduce  the  number  of  regu- 
lars, and  supply  the  deficiency  by  volunteers. 
This,  he  firmly  believed,  was  in  our  power. 
Combine  the  two  corps;  take,  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  each  ;  and  the  object  intended  could 
be  effected.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  was  convinced 
that  it  was  the  mode  the  President  had  conteoa- 
plated,  and  he  entirely  approved  it^  and  if  the 
honorable  member  had  attended  to  anpther  part  of 
the  President's  Message  where  it  speaks  of  volun- 
teers, he  must  hinaself  have  been  convinced,  that 
the  President  did  not  mean  to  make  the  descent 
upon  Canada  with  the  10,000  regulars  only ;  which 
had  been  understood,  as  the  gentleman  bad  stated, 
to  be  the  auxiliary  forqe  referred  to  in  the  Mes- 
sage. The  object  of  the  President  cannot  be  bet- 
ter explained  than  by  referring  to  the  Message 
itself.  He  says — "1  recommend,  accordingfy-, 
^  that  adequate  provision  be  made  for  filling  the 

*  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  the  regu- 
'  lar  troops ;  for  an  auxiliary  force,  to  be  engaged  for 

*  a  more  limited  time ;  for  the  acceptance  of  vol- 

*  unteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  court  a 
'  participation  in  urgent  services.''  The  manner 
in  which  the  President  speaks  of  the  volunteers, 
can  leave  no  doubt  upon  the  mind  of  any  one  as 
to  the  service  in  which  they  were  to  be  em- 
ployed— they  are  evidently  intended  to  be  united 
with  the  regular  troops,  to  perform  urgent  ser- 
vices, according  to  the  express  language  of  the 
Message.  Mr.  A.  would  ask  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, what  was  the  urgent  service  meant  by  the 
President  ?  Most  certainly,  a  descent  upon  Can- 
ada, in  which  ihe  regulars^  and  volunteers  were 
equally  to  participate.  Why  then,  the  honor- 
able member  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  prove 
that  the  10,000  regulars  were  the  only  military 
force  with  which  the  President  had  intended  to 
perform  the  urgent  service  referred  to  in  his 
Message,  Mr.  A.  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend ; 
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for  be  understood  the  Messa^  aod  the  object  of 
itiery  drffierenriy  ;  and  he  should  have  expected 
ikt  the  candor  of  the  honorable  member  would 
kftfe  induced  him  to  hare  ffiven  the  Message  a 
&ir  interpretation.  That  ne  had  not  done  so, 
most  be  supposed  to  proceed  from  this  recent  but 
Tery  strong  attachment  to  a  regular  military  force. 
However  anti-republtcim  this  doctrine  bad  form- 
erly Wen,  it  seemed  now  to  be  viewed  through  a 
difereat  medium  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Virgiaia.  Mr.  A.  said,  that  having,  as  he  thought^ 
prored^by  a  fair  interpfetatioa  of  the  President's 
Message,  that  he  intended  to  unite  the  volunteers 
(tbtt  might  be  thought  requisite)  with  the  regu- 
lar troops,  to  perform  the  urgent  services  of  which 
lie  speaks,  he  would  endeavor  to  present  a  fair 
aod  impartial  view  of  the  course  recommended 
by  the  Presidest,  and  compare  it  with  the  course 
which  had  been  taken  and  so  strenuously  sup- 
posed by  the  honoriible  member  from  Virginia. 
The  President  had  recommended  the  raising  of 
ToloDteers ;  and  it  was  incidentally  made  known^ 
that  the  auxiliary  force  spoken  of,  was  10,000 
regalar  troops.  If  then  provision  bad  beeu  im- 
mediately made  by  the  law  for  raising  10,000  reg- 
olar  tro(^,aad  also  for  raising  volunteers,  those 
troops  now  would  be  in  a  state  of  preparation ; 
aeoosiderable  number  of  the  regular  troops  would 
ere  now  hav^  been  enlisted,  and  the. chance  of 
getting  the  whole  number  greatly  increased.  If 
lime  had  been  afforded,  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
the  laws  passed  within  two  or  three  weeks  after 
Congress  met.  which  miffht  hove  Wn  done,  a  suf- 
ficieat  regular  force  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  in  a  state  of  readiness  in  all  the  month  of 
April;  and  the  number  of  volunteers  which 
might  have  been  required  to 'make  up  the  nece9- 
mj  foree^  would  no  doubt  long  since  nave  offered 
tbetr  serviccfa,  and  the  whole  have  been  ii^a  state 
of  preparation  to  lake  the  field  ia  time  to  have 
performed  the  arduous  service  contemplated  by 
the  President.  But,  instead  of  that  course  having 
been  pursued^  what  has  been  done  ?  Your  first 
military  bill)  reported  only  a  few  days  ago,  is 
BOW  under  consideration :  the  session  now  al- 
moat  half  expired ;  and,  at  this  late  period,  the 
boBorable  member,  to  whom,  as  chairman  of  the 
eonmiittee,  4^.,  the  whol^e  mana^nent  of  the 
military  business  was  referred,  insists  upon  rais- 
ing 25,000  regular  troops,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  make  a  descent  upon  Canada,  in  all  the  month 
of  May.  Can  the  ^ntleman  be  serious  f .  Does 
be  beheve  it  prattreable  ?  If  he  does,  Mr.  A. 
said,  he  should  be  obliged  to  believe,  that  the 
boDorable  member  was  in  earnest  some  ditys  ago, 
when  he  assured  the  Senate  that  he  kaew  very 
little  of  military  afiairs.  Mr.  A.  said,  from  the 
proofs  we  have  repeatedly  had,  of  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  men  by  enlistment  for  so  long  a  time 
u  fire  years,  and  the  want  in  our  country  of  those 
kinds  of  materials  of  which  regular  troops  are 
made,  he  did  not  believe  that  one-half  the  num- 
ber proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  could  be  en- 
liated  within  the  time  required.  Mr.  A.  said,  al- 
tboQffh  he  was  not  as  much  in  the  habit  of 
pro]^yittg  as  the  honorable  member^  he  woul^. 


under  all  circumstances,  adventure  to  predict,  that 
the  scheme  of  now  raising  twenty-five  thousand 
regular  troops,  to  perform  the  arduous  service 
contemplated  in  the  President's  Message,  would 
entirely  fail,  and  that  the  course  pqint^  out  by 
the  President  must  at  last  be  adopteH  \  that  is,  to 
unite  volunteers  with  regular  troops. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  trusted  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber and  himself  had  in  view  the  same  object,  but 
differed  as  to  the  means  of  carrying  it  into  eflect. 
The  means  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
w^re  regular  troops  only.  If  then  the  bill  should 
pass  to  raise  25,000,  entire  dependence  would,- 
in  all  probability,  be  placed  upon  the  regular 
troops,  ordered  to  be  raised,;  the  eoosequence,  as' 
he  haa  before  said,  would  be^that  the  whole  ob- 
ject mu^t  faiL  He  was.  therefore,  for  taking  the 
regular  trpops  that  could  be  raised  in  time,  and 
supplying  the  additional  number  of  men, -which 
might  be  wanted,  by  volunteers— fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  of  whom  could,  he  had  no  doubt,  be 
brought  iilito  the  field,  before  ten  thousand  of  the 
reffu&r  troops,  contemplated  by  the  bill,  eould  be 
enlisted.  By  this  mode  (notwithstanding  so  much 
time  had  been  lost)  an  efficient  arnoiy  might  be 
yet  provided  in  time  to  carry  into  e£(ect  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Government,  which,  Mr.  A.  said,  he 
did  not  believe  could  or  would  be  done,  if  depen- 
deiMse  were  placed  upon  the  regular  troops.  Npth 
withstanding  the  little  confidence  which  the  hon- 
orable member  seems  disposed  tb  place  in  the  vol- 
unteers, Mr.  A.  said,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  giv-^ 
ing  it,  as  bis  most  decided  opinion,  that  at  least 
asvmuch  dependence  might  be  placed  upon  the 
volunteer,  as  upon  the  newly  faised  regular 
troops.  The  volunteers  would  have  the  same 
chance  of  discipline  that  the  new  regulars  would 
have.  A  sufficient  number  of  those  who  offered 
their  services  might  be  called  into  the  field,  as 
early  as  the  season  would  admit,  and  placed  un- 
der strict  discipline:  to  which  for  their  own  hon- 
or they  would  readily  submit — nay,  require,  if 
left  lo  their  own  choice }  for  the  first  object  they 
would  have  in  view  would  be  to  acquire  military 
skill;  and  they  wodid  not  only  be  very  soon  pre- 
pared to  perform  field  doty,  but  might  entirely  be 
depended  upon  A)r  mny  other  service.  Witness 
the  prowess  of  the  volunteers  at  the  battle  of.  the 
Wabash,  and  these  had  not  been  disciplined  at 
ail.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  expected  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  admit,  that  the  materials  of  which  the 
volunteers  would  be  composed,  wojald  be  a^t  least 
equal  to  those  of  which  the  regular  troops  would 
be  formed ;  and  the  officers  of  the  volunteer  corps 
being  appointed  by  the  President,  would,  he  had 
no  doubt,  faithfully  perform  their'  duty.  Those, 
said  Mr.  A.^  are  completely  in  our  power ;  and  he 
considered  a  oufr  best  policy,  as  well  as  our  duty, 
to  bring  them  into  action.  Mr.. A.  said  in  addi- 
tion to  the  e^ciency  of  the  means  which  he  pro- 
posed to  brtiig  into  the  field,  it  would  have 
one  very' considerable  advantage  over  the  regular 
army  of  the  boiiorable  member.  It  would  be  more 
conformable  to  the  true  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  would  consequently  be  more  accepta- 
ble to  the  nation.  The  confidence  with  which  he 
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had  spokta  of  Yolaiileera,  was  not  founded  upon 
vUiooary  theory,  but  jvractical  experience;  he  had 
often,  in  the  Revolution,  had  opportunity  to  wit- 
ness their  military  ardor  and  persevering  nrmness  s 
on  two  oecat>iouff  in  particular,  the  one  at  Coa^ 
necticut  FaVros,  the  other  at  Springfield,  in  the 
Spring  of  1780.  The  enemy  bad  advanced,  in 
force  about  two  thousand,  to  a  place  called  Con- 
necticut Farms,  about  four  miles  from  fiUizabeth- 
town,  in  .N«w  Jersey.  The  only  troop  that  were 
within  striking  distance  to  oppose  this  force,  was 
the  brigade  of  Jersey  Regulars,  containing  then 
about  a  thousand  men ;  many  volunteers,  bow- 
ever,  flocked  to  their  standard— ^the  enemy  were 
met  by  this  lbrce*-a  battle  ensued — the  American 

•  army  had  the  advantage  of  the  ground ;  but  the 
right  wing  of  the  enemy  extended  so  far,  that  if 
not  suddenly  cheoked.it  would  have  enabled  them 
to  have  flanked  our  left.    It  was  necessary  to  pi^e^- 

.  Tent  it— services  of  this  kind  must  be  promptly 
rendered;  four  hundred  regi^Iars  and  two  hunared 
volunteers  were  ordered  to  execnte  it ;  no  more 
<cottId  be  spared  from  the  line.  A  good  position 
Alone  could  have  justified  the  attempt,  wttfa  the 
disparity  of  numbers.  It  was  first  made  by  man- 
GBuvre,  but  it  wassoon  found  it  could  only  be  done 
with  the  bayonet.  A  determined  charge  was 
made,  and  it  was  successful ;  the  toemy  were  re- 
pulsed ;  the  volunteers  were  upon  the  left ;'  not  a 
man  broke  his  ranks.  Some  brave  fellows  fell, 
but  their  places  were  immediately  filled ;  all  be- 
haved with  thefirmoess  of  veterans.  The  next  d^y, 
those  troops  had  the  thanks  of  General  Wass- 
IMGTON  in  genaral  orders*  The  volunteers  had 
only  joined  the  regulars  a  few  days  before  the  ac- 
tion. In  about  two  weeks  after,  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced in  greater  force — about  five  thousand — the 
troops  who  had  been  in  the  former  action  had 
kept  their  position  where  the  battle  had  been 
fought ;  it  was  advantageous  for  an  inferior  force ; 
it  was  a  defile,  covered  for  some  distance  on  the, 
right  by  a'  morass ;  on  the  left  it  was  not  well  pro- 
tected. Against  this  position,  the  enemy  again 
advanced  ;  and,  by  their  increased  numbers,  Siey 
were  enabled  to  extend  their  tiffht  wing  so  far  ab 
aompletely  to  turn  our  left.  We  were  obli^  to 
retreat ;  but  not  without  having  kept  the  enemy 
a  considerahle  time  in  check.  You  know,  Mr. 
President,  there  is  no  situation' so  trying  to  the 
bravery  and  firtuness  of  troops,  as  a  retreat  (for 
€ten  you,  sir,- 1  believe,  had  to  retreat  sometimes,) 
The  volunteers,' upon  this  occasion,  behaved  like 
themselves;  a  sullen,  indignant  step,  marked' 
their  movementsr;  and  from  the  mouths  of  their 

guns  they  spoke  to  the  enemy  the  language  of  de- 
snce ;  the  enemy  did  not  advance  one  mile,  be- 
fore a  fortunate  position,  supported  by  determined 
braverv,  enabled  the  united  force  of  the  regulars 
and  volunteers  to  arrest  their  progress  for  the  re* 
mainder  of  the  day.  This  day's  action  began  with 
the  dawn  of  the  morning,  and  continued  Until  the 
letting  of  the  sun,  when  the  enemy  fell  back  to 
take  a  secure  position  against  the  expected  at- 
tacks of  the  night.  During  the  whole  of  this 
day's  action,  th^  volunteers  kept  the  stations  as- 
signed them,  which  they  sustained  with  as  much 


firmness  as  the  regular  troops.  Many  of  them 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Amongr  the  number, 
were  said  to  be  seven  of  one  family  connexion, 
brothers,  brothers-in-law,  and  oousins ;  several  of 
whom  he  had  himself  seen  after  the  action. 
Scenes  like  this,  Mr.  Presidenjt,  (said  Mr.  A/,)  of 
which  he  had  been  an  eye-witness,  and  in  which 
he  claimed  some  participation,  had  given  him  that 
conGdeoce  in  volunteers,  which  he  had  evinced 
to  the  Senate  in  the  course  of  his  observations, 
and  which,  he  said,  should  never  cease  but  with 
his  existence.  They  are,  sir,  the  best  military 
materials  in  your  country^— they  are  the  flower  of 
your  forests ;  they  ought  not  to  be  thrown  into 
the  back-ground,,  the  better  to  enable  the  honor- 
able member  from  Virginia  to  present  his  regu- 
lars in  front. 

Mr.  Andebson  said.  I  have  stated,  Mr.  Pr^i- 
dent,  perhaps  with  some  warmth,  the  grounds 
upon  which  my  confi^lence  in  volunteers  has  been 
founded ;  and  be  it  remembered,  said  Mr.  A.,  thtt 
they  were  militia  volunteers.  He  said,  he  ought 
to  have  stated,  that  the  enemy  they  had  encoun- 
tered, was  composed  of  regulars  and  Hessians— 
the  whole  under  the  commahd  of  the  Hessian 
Gkneral  Knyphausen.  Mr.  A.  9aid  the  volunteers 
he  now  proposed  raising  he  would  have  engaged 
for  nine  or  twelve  months,  from  the  time  or  their 
reaching  the  place  of  general  rendezvous.  They 
should  be  engaged  by  officers  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President,  under  such  regulations  (of  course) 
as  might  be  provided  by  law;  but  which  could 
not  now  be  well  detailed. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  now  offsr  some  observa- 
tions upon  the  number  of  troops  that  ought  to  be 
employed.  He  said  that  (he  invasion  of  Canada 
was  not  now  contemplated  for  the  first  time^it 
had  often  been  a  subject  of  conversation,  when- 
ever there  had  been  any  prospect  of  a  War  with 
Bngland,  It  has  been  considered  as  the  most  con- 
venient means  upon  which  we  could  make  repri- 
sal, and  thereby  obtain  some  small  reparation  for 
the  many  losses  and  injuries,  which  have  been 
sustained  from  the  depredations  committed  upon 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  nation.  Mr.  A. 
said,  that  upon  diflerent  occasions,  he  had  always 
given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  a  descent  upon  Cana- 
da ought  never  to  be  attempted  with  a  force  of 
lesrtbaa  twenty-five  thousand  men ;  that  such  a 
force  would  make  an  awful  impression — and 
would,  in  all  probability,  save  many  valuable 
lives;  as  no  opposing  force,  in  the  usual  state  of 
the  country,  would  be  able  to  me^t  it  in  the  field. 
Mr.  A.  said,  he  repeated,  that  no  expression  had 
escaped  him,  either  in  public  debate  or  in  private 
conversation,  to  justify  the  itisinuations  made  by 
the  gentleman,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  vote  a 
sufficient  force  for  the  invasion  of  Canada.  On 
the  contrary,  be  believed  that  no  man  who  bad 
seen  active  military  service,  and  who  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  situation  and  state  of  that  coun- 
try, would  say  that  it  would  be  prudent  or  safe, 
to  make  a  descent  upon  Canada,  with  a  force  of 
less  than  twenty^five  thousand  men;  pecuHar 
circumitanoes  might,  however,  render  it  necessa- 
ry, to  attempt  with  a  smaller  number,  aod  depend 
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t|Km  immediate  supplies  being  furoished,  to  sin- 
tiio  the  gnround  that  mi^ht  be  ac^ired.  Mr.  A. 
sud,  the  honorable  member  had  intimated  that 
be  bad  not  taken  into  coasideration  the  peculiar 
sitQitioa  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 
Floridas,  ancl  the  other  parts  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  frontiers.  He  said  he  was  much  indebted 
to  the  honorable  member,  for  evincing  so  much 
interest  for  thoi»e  sectiotis  of  the  Union ;  but,  Mr. 
A.  sudjhe  considered  those  already  provided  for, 

S'  the  pfoybion  made  to  fill  up  the  regiments  on 
e  establishment,  which,  when  complete,  would 
tmoont  to  teor  thousand  men  ;  this  number  will 
be  q[aite  competent  to  all  the  objects  jcuggested  by 
tbe  honorable  member,  and  it  had  not  been  con- 
tenplated,  that  be  had  heard,  to  remove  any  of 
these  troops  from  the  South  or  West;  consequently 
the  situation,  of  those  parts  of  the  Union  can  have 
lOTclatioo  to  the  number  of  men  to  be  rabed  by 
the  bill  under,  consideration.  These  troops  are 
aiderstood  to  be  exclusively  for  the  Northern  sec- 
tba— and  with  that  express  view  they  are  to  be 
rtiMd.  Mr.  A.  said,  before  he  quitted  the  subject 
of  the  Southern  and^  Western  frontier,  he  fdt  him- 
lelTeoBstraiDcfd  to  take  notice  of  some  very  extra* 
ordinsry  language,  used  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  relation  to  the  intentions  of  the  late  aord 
present  Presidents,  re^ectincr  the  city  of  Orleans, 
n  the  event  of  a  war  nl^ith  England.  It  was  ex- 
tremely painful  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  any 
gentleaian's  smtement ;  but  this  was  of  so  very 
extraordinary  a  character,  that  in  duty  to  the  sec- 
tion of  the  country  be  represented,  and  from  the 
respect  due  to  those  dbtinguished  charactei's,  Mr. 
A.  laid  he  considered  himself  bound  to  take  no- 
tiec^n  a  particular  manner,  of  the  assertions 
made  by  the  honorable  member  trom  Virginia. 
Mr.  A.  said,  the  words  had  very  rauoh  surprised 
bim  when  he  heard  tiiem  uttered ;  and  fare  had 
inniedtatelf  written*  them  down. 

The  honorable  member  has  said,  that  he  did 
know,  that  in.  the  event  of  a  war  it  was  the  inten- 
tioD  of  the  late  President  to  let  the  Bnglbh  take 
Orleans  withont  opposition,  and  leave  it  to  the 
Western  people  to  retake  it  them^lves ;  and  he 
id  believe  that  it  was  the  intentioB  of  the  present 
Admioistrfttion  to  act  in  the  same  way.  [Mr. 
OfLBsanempted  to  explain ;  but  Mr.  A.  insisted 
that  the  words,  as  he  had  lak^n  them  down,  were 
eorreet,  for  which  he  appealed  to  the  House.  Mr. 
G.  desisted  'from  making  any  further  attempt  at 
ezplasatioo,  and  Mr.  A.  proceeded.}  If,  sir,  said 
Mr.  A..  I  could  believe  the  late  President  of  the 
Uoited  States  capable  of  such  an  act ;  capable  of 
10  deliberate  an  infringensent  of  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  the  moral  and 
political  obligations  by  which  he  was  bodndto  his 
eooDtry  and  to  his  duty,  I  should  not  hesitate  to 
nf,  that  all  hb  well-earned  fanra  ought  to  be  for- 
erer  merged  in  such  an  atrocious  contemplated 
•ct.  But,  said  Mr.  A.,  knowing,  as  I  do,  the  mo- 
tives and  views  by  which  the  late  President  bad 
keen  uniformly  actuated  with  respect  to  the  whole 
WMtem  country,  I  have  very  solid  re^on  to  be- 
lieve he  never  contemplated,  nor  was  he  capable 
of  committing  so  daring  an  outrage  on  the  rights 


and  interests  of  the  whole  Western  section  of  the 
Union.  What,- Mr.  President,  would  any  one  of 
the  old  States  say,  at  thus  being  thrown  out  of  the 
protection  of  the  Union  ?  Nay,  what  would  be 
the  impulse  of  the  nation  were  the  President  ca- 
pable of  declaring,  that  in  the  event  of  a  war  with 
an  enemy,  no  matter  whom,  he  would  leave  either 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  Boston,  without  of- 
fering any  defence,  to  be  taken  possession  of  by 
the  army  of  the  enemy,  and  leave  it  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State  whose  towtl  Should  be  thus  oc- 
cupied, to  retake  it  themselves  ?  Sir,  the  indig- 
nation of  those  people,  and  of  the  nation,  would 
rise  to  buch  a  height,that  whatever  respect,  esteem, 
or  veneration  they  may  have  had  for  him,  all 
would  be  instantly  swept  from  their  bosoms,  and 
he  Would  be  hurled  from  their  confidence  forever. 
But,  said  MK  A.,  the  well-earned  fame  of  our  late 
illustriotts  Chief,'  is  his  shield  and  his  buckler,  as 
well  upon  this,  as  it  has  been  upon  many  other 
occasions ;  and  an  elucidation  of'  facts  will  test 
the  correctness  of  the  assertion  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Virginia.  If,  Mr.  President, 
there  was  any  one  part  of  the  United  States  dearer 
to  the  late  President  thoan  any  other,  in  a  national 
poiht  of  view,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  naturally 
suppose  it  was  New  Orleans.  It  was,  as  it  were, 
his  own  begotten  child ;  he  had  nursed  it  in  its 
infancy,  and  had  almost  reared  it  to  manhood. 
Sir,  he  could  never  forsake  it ;  much  less  could 
he  voluntarily  surrender  it,  to  be  sacked  and  plun- 
dered, as  it  most  certainly  would  be,  by  a  mercen- 
ary foe.  I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  examine'some 
facts,  said  Mr.  A:,  which  have  a  strong  bearing 
Upon  the  assertion  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Virginia.  It  would  be  recollected  by 
every  honorable  member  upon  this  floor,  that  some 
few  years  ago.  when  it  was  understood  that  Gen- 
eral Prevent,  with  a  body  of  troops,  had  sailed 
from  Halifax,  with  intent,  as  it  was  expected,  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  the  then  President 
apprehended  the  movement  might  possibly  be  to 
poipsess  Orleans.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the 
President  Opotf  that  occasion?  Did  he  leave  it 
defenceless  for  the  enemy  to  take  ?  No,  sir ;  he 
immediately  gave  orders  for  all  the  troops  that 
could  be  collected  within  almost  any  reasonable 
distance,  to  march  immediately  for  the  protection 
of  the  place  $  and  those  that  were  near  the  sea- 
board were  instantly  transported  by  water ;  and 
every  exertion  was  made  to  throw  a  sufficient 
force  into  Orleans  and  its  vicinity,  to  afford  it  the 
most  ample  protection.  This,  sir,  happened 
shortly  before  the  President  went  out  of  office; 
and  no  other  occasion  presenteditself  of  evincing 
his  good  disposition  towards  that  portion  of  the 
Uoion^  until  he  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  who  has  also  been  measurably 
implicated  in  the  same  charge,  by  the  honorable 
member;  but  of  this  he  has  only  expressed  his 
belief;  he  has  not,  however,' told  us  upon  what 
that  belief  is  founded.  Inasmuch  then,  Mr-Pt^- 
sident,  as  the  charge  exists  only  in  the  belief  of 
the  honorable  member,  it  is  fair  to  presume  pu- 
rity t)f  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
until  the  contrary  shall  appear ;  and  this,  Mr.  A 
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«aid,  he  felt  eotirelf  confldent  never  would  ap- 
pear. The  aniforin  leoor  of  the  President's  mor- 
al and  political'  rectitude,  were  ample  Foacbers 
for  the  correctness  of  bis  motives,  and  the  parity 
of  his  intentions.  Mr.  A.  said,  so  fisir  as  we  have 
bad  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  disposition 
of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  in  ralation  to  the 
protection  of  Orleans,  we  had  not  the  smallest 
reason  to  doubt  the  purit^  of  bis  intentions;  and 
be  bad  entire  confidence,  should  an  occasion  pre- 
senlyjlhat  the  President  would  faithfully,  ably,  and 
Impartially  discharge  (be  duties  be  owed  to  every 
part  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  A.  said  the  observations  of  the  honorable 
member,  respecting  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, the  financial  department,  and  the  Adminis- 
tration »s  connected  with  it,  required  and  should 
receive  an  answer.  Mr.  A.  said  he  considered 
himself  peculiarly  bound  to  support  the  Secretary, 
as  he  bad  been  the  innocent  cause,  bv  introducing 
him  into  the  debate,  in  the  course  of  the  observa- 
tions be  had  made,  in  support  of  his  motion,  mod 
thereby  bringing  upon  him  the  animadversions, 
which  the  honorable  member  had  taken  occasion 
to  make.  His  attack  upon  the  Secrebry  is  of  a 
singular  kind  ;  he  does  not  impeach  a  single  offi- 
cial act  of  that  officer,  but  throws  out  vague  in- 
sinuations, in  so  untangible  a  shape  as  almost  to 
defy  an '  inquiry  into  their  truth.  The  official 
acts  of  a  public  officer  ar^  always  free  subjects  of 
investigation  and  discussion ;  but,  does  it  comport 
with  the  dignity  of  a-member  of  this  body,  to  as- 
perse without  proof,  not  his  acts,  but  bis  supposed 
opinions?  The  honorable  member  presumes  the 
Secretary  gave  bis  assent  to  the  repeal  of  the  salt 
tax— upon  what  authority  does  be  ^und  his  opin- 
ion of  the  Secretary  7  No  proof  can  be  given  of 
it.  Mr.  A.  baid,  he  had  always  understood  that 
the  Secretary  was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  that 
tax.  His  numerous  reports  prove  the  fact ;  in  all 
of  which,  if  they  are  jammed,  it  will  be  foiynd 
that  he  considered  that  duty  as  one  of  the  bran- 
ches of  revenue  upon  which  he  relied.  But 
there  would  be  no  criminality,  if  We  were  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Secretary  had  joined  in  the  general 
opinion  and  siven  his  assent  to  the  repeal,  as  well 
as  the  honorable  member  has  done ;  the  fact,  how- 
ever, Mr.  A.  averred  to  be  otherwise.  That  offi- 
cer must  be  supposed  more  alive  to  everything 
connected  with  the  Treasury,  than  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Government.  So  Air  bad  the  Seere- 
ury  carried  this  feeling  toward  the  Treasury,  that 
he  was  not  only  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  salt 
tax,  but  Mr.  A.  had  always  understood  that  he 
was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  internal  taxes  at 
the  time  they  took  place;  with  a  view  no  doubt 
not  only  to  be  able  to  meet  all  the  demands  that 
could  be  legally  made  upon  the  Treasury,  but  to 
procure  a  surplus  to-  meet  any  contingency  that 
the  peculiar  state  of  our  foreign  relations  might 
demand.  How  then  the  honorable  member  can 
charge  the  Secretary  with  the  deficiency  which 
the  salt  tax  would  have  prevented,  according  to 
the  sentlemaa's  calculation,  Mr.  A.  said  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  know.  The  honorable  member  ought 
more  pcoperly  to  charge  his  own  complaisance 


with  the  great  deficit  which  be  seems  so  anxious 
to  charge  to  the  Secretary.  The  Secreury  was 
opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  from  his 
opinion  of  the  correctness  of  it.  The  honorable 
member  was  also  opposed  to  it,  for  the  same  rea- 
son ;  but  from  complaisance,  he  himself  tells  us, 
he  voted  for  the  repeal.  He  then,  and  not  the 
Secretary,  is  answerable  to  the  Treasury  for  the 
great  loss  sustained  by  the  repeal  of  that  tax;  for 
be  has  told  us,  that  its  repeal  depended  upon  his 
single  vote;  and  that  that  vote  be gaveiVom  com- 
plaisance, not  from  a  conviction  of  iu  correctness. 
The  honorable  member  charges  the  Treasury 
Departmei^t  with  a  recession  from  the  difficulties 
of  the  nation  during  the  last  three  yeart^and  with 
the  unwillingness  of  the  Secretary  to  afford  the 
usefulness  of  his  talents  to  Government.  Mr.  A. 
said  he  could  not  Well  understand  the  meaning  of 
this  charge,  as  the  honorable  member  acknowl- 
edges that  Government  had  not  called  on  the  Sec- 
retarv  for  greater  exertions.  Mr.  A.  said  be  would 
ask  the  honorable  member — in  what  do  that  re- 
vcession  and  unwi^lingpess  consist?  Have  not  all 
the  duties  of  the  office  been  performed  ?  Has  the 
Secretary  ever  shrunk  from  responsibility  upon  any 
occasion,  or  declined  answering  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent any  of  the  calls  made  upon  him  by  Congress, 
either  for  inforroation  or  opinion  ?  Has  he  not 
carried  the  financial  bark  safely  to  this  moment, 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  of  the  times? 
Have  not  ail  the  public  engagements  been  fulfilled ; 
all  the  increased  expenses  been  defrayed;  not- 
withstanding the  decrease  of  revenue,  occasioned 
by  the  state  of  our  foreign  relations  ?  -What  is 
then  meant  by  recession  ?  Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  to  say,  that  it  was  the  duty  qf  the 
Secretary  to  point  out  new  branches  of  revenue  s 
while  those  already  existing  .were  efficient  to 
defray  the  expense  authorize!  by  law  ?  At  this 
moment,  white  we  are  acting  on  the  subject  of  the 
Army,  which  will  (greatly)  more  than  double  the 
pirblic  expenses,  the  honorable  member  does  not 
deign  to  inquire  into  the  ways  and  means.  He 
scotits  the  very  idea,  and  finds  great  fault  with 
him  (Mr.  A.)  because  he  presumed  to  make  some 
inquiry  into  the  present  state  of  the  National  Trea- 
sury. Whether  we  now  vote  six  or  ten  regiments 
of  infantry,  with  the  addition  of  those  of  artillerv 
and  horse,  the  expense  will  be  great ;  but  we  think 
it  necessary  some  additional  troops  shall  be  raised, 
and  will  vote  accordingly.  After  they  shall  have 
been  authorized,  and  not  before,  the  Treasury  I>e- 
partment  may  bie  called  upon,  to  point  out  the  re- 
sources and  present  them  to  our  consideration* 
The  honorable  member,  not  satisfied  with  his 
vague  charge  of  what  be  calls  a  recession  of  the 
Treasury  Departinenf,  extends  the  charge,  in  a 
most  extraordinary  manner,  to  the  late  and  pres- 
ent Administratibns.  To  their  indisposition  to 
press  on  the  Treasury,  aiui  to  disturb  the  repose 
and  popularity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  honorable  member  ascribes  the  measures, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  had  dishonored  the  nation 
the  last  three  years.  Can  this  be  correct,  Mr. 
President  ?  Can  this  House  believe  that  the  late 
and  present  Administrations  would  be  capable  of 
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tetiDg  Vjpoii  saeb  principles  7  Th«  bonofabk 
tteml^r  has  rouodly  asserted  that  the  late  Pres- 
ideoL  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  wbeaerer  be  was  op- 
posed to  what  be  deemed  unnecessary  expense, 
iialcad  of  being  aemated  by  bis  known  aversion 
cd  saddle  sacb  an  expense  on  the  people,  instead 
of  baio^,  as  be  bad  expressed  it,  averse  lo  taking 
ffom  the  month  of  labor  its  bard, earnings,  bad  so 
other  motive,  but  a  fear  to  disturb  the  repose  and 
popnJarhy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  !  But, 
Mr.  President,  what  is  the  Treasury,  abstractedly 
speaking  ?  amd  what  does  the  honorable  member 
■ean,  by  a  fear  to  press  on  the  Treasury  ?  TjM 
offieers  it  the  Treasury  are.  mare  ai^nts  to  receive 
tad  to  pay  the  money  which  is  collected  from  tb^ 
people.  There  is  never  any  real  pressure  on  the 
Trrasnry.  If  there  be  at  any  time  a'  juressure  for 
the  purpose  of  defrayioff  any  expense,  it  is- a  pr«)s-i 
•ore  on  the  people,  wlo  must  pay  tlie  motley. 
Whether  the  Treasury  has  ten  or  twenty  millions 
to  collect  from  the  people^  aad  to  pa v  to  tb^,otber 
ag  enta  of  Govemmeia,.th^  repose  or  theSecreta- 
rv  is  nut  in  the  least  disturbed.  When,  during 
the  Revointionarv  war,  Congress  was  obliged  to 
call  on  the  people  for  heavy  taxes,  or  unane  to 
redeem  our  p<iper  monej,  thf  presstyfe  fell  on  the 
people,  who  bM<  the  taxes  to  pay  and  in  whose 
hands  the  paper  money  died  away.  Whe^,  not* 
withstanding  these  inad^nate  resources,  we  were 
unable  to  Mray  the  most  necessary  exMnses,the 
nressorelell  on  whom?  On  our  empty  Treasgry  ? 
No  sir-*it  fell  oo  the  Anoy^-on  the  delepders  of 
yoiiT  eoustry-^on  those  war-w0rn  veterans^  who 
w^e  scantily  fed,  hardly  clothed,  a n<l  hot  pkid  at 
all,  and  wbolse  eamiags,  at  last,  fell  into  the  bands 
of  speculating  harpies.  But,  ^r,  what  effect  had 
this  State  of  tbii^  upon  tha  personal  reoose  of 
your  then  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury?  ^ot 
the  least,  except  so  far  as  they  felt  for  the  distresses 
of  their  country,  and  identified  themseiverwitb 
its  fate;  asd  it  is  only  in  this  point  of  view,  said 
Mr.  A^  that  the  repose  of  a  Beeretary  of  your 
Treasury  can  be  distuit)^  on  similar  occasions. 
That  substituiion  of  the- Treasury— rot  the  chest 
into  which  the  ^xes  are  paid-^to  the  pe^e  them* 
i«lv6a  who  pay  them,  is  one  of  those  etjaivoques 
of  which  the  hooarable  member  is  so  food.  It  it, 
howerer,  an  artitoe  too  thinly  veiled,  to  deceive 
the  Benate,  or  mislead  our  constituent.  Mr.  A. 
said,  the  course  ta^en  by  the  honorable  member 
had  been  so  devious,  that  it  bad  been  bard  to  fol- 
low hika,  and  indeed  sometime  to  understand  bis 
meaning  correctly.  ^ 

Mr.  A.  aaid,^  he  could  not,  nor  did  he  intend, 
when  he  rdise,  to  answer  all  the  observations  of 
the  honorable  m0mb6r>— be  had  selected  the  most 
prominent,  and  shonld  answer  cmly  one  or  two 
more.  The  bpnorabie  member  had  said,  that  to 
the  nnwtUingneas  of  the  late  and  present  Admin- 
istration to  incur  expense,  be  attributes  thepteseht 
ntntion  of  our  country.  Although  he  has  made 
this  cbarae  against  the  Administration,  be  has 
not  speci&d  any  case  in  which  the  present  Ad- 
ministration had  refused  ^to  incur  expense.  Mr. 
A*  snppoaed  it  would  have  been  rather  top  bold  a 
ehnig^  afWc.the  measmes  adopted  by  the. Prosit  i 
lath  Con.  Isf  Ssss.— a 


d^nt,  and  with  their  result  o«iW  b^re  us^  be  had, 
however,  specified  two  cases  under  the  former 
Administration — a  refusal  to  incur  the  expense 
necessary  to  carry  tlie  embargo  into  effect^  and  a 
rejection  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  a  pro-* 
position  to  authorize  centiogent  letters  of  marque 
and  TCprisal.  Mr.  Av  said,  be  had  always  un- 
derstood, that  the  Execntive  bad  used  with  great 
assM) nit y  every  means  which  had  been  placed  in 
his*  hands  by  Congress,  to  cain^y  into  effect .  the 
several  embargo  laws ;  that  the  laws  were  as  well 
.executed  as  any  restrictive  lawSj  of  so  pressing  a 
character,  could  have  been  upoki  «o  extensive 4i 
coast,  ana  more  so  than  the  restrictive  laws^of 
Cheat  Britain  and  France  bad  ever  been,  with  all 
their  navies  and  their  numerous  armies ;  and  that 
it  was  not  because  this  law  was  not  well  executed 
that  it  was  repealed,  but  in  consequence  of  ano- 
ther consideration^  well  known  to  the  honorable 
member  himself,  who  can  give  as  accurate  a  his- 
tory of  the  repeal  bf  that  law  as  any  honorable 
meiUber  of  either  Hoiise.'  Mr.  A.  said,  with  re- 
spect to  the  fkiiurc,  da  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Kepresentattv'es,  to  adopt  coirtingent  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  he  could  not  see  bow  that 
could  with  any  propriety  be. attributed  to  the  late 
P/esident.  He  did  -not  indeed,  by  an  official 
message,  recommend  such  a,  measure ;  and  the 
correcmess  of  such  a  course  might  well  be  doubted, 
upon  Censtitttti^na)  grounds.  But,  Mr.  A.  said  be 
well  kne#  that  the  President  Was  anxious  for  a 
provision  of  that  kind,  as  a  substitute  for  the  em- 
bargo ;  whether  in  the  precise  phraseology  of  the 
provisioiv^t{ke  House  rejected,  Mr.  A;  could  not 
say;  but 'knowing,  as  he  did,  that  the  President 
was  desirous  of  a  spong  substitute,  he  was  sorry 
that  the, heaorable  member  had  attempted  to  at- 
tribute to  him  the  failure  of  so  important  a  mea- 
sure, for  which  he  was  in  i|o  way  responsible. 

WedmeIsdat,  December  18. 
Tbe  bill  extending  the  time  of  certain  patents 
granted  to  Robert  Fulton,  was  read  tbe  second 
time. 

ADDITIONAL  MIUTABY  FORCE. 
^  Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  mil- 
itary force;  and  the  motion  inade  by  Mr.  Anoer- 
seif,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  ten,''  section  one, 
line  three.  ^ 

Mr.  CsMPBEirL  of  Tennessee  rose,  and,  in  sub- 
stance^ made  the  foUowiog  observations.  He  said 
.he  would  submit  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  rea- 
sons which'  woifld  govern  his  vote  on  this  qties- 
lion.  and  then  be  would  notice  such  of  tbe  re- 
marks oMde-  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Vlrgioia  (Mr.  Gilbb)  as  appeared  to  him  to  re- 
late to  the  grounds  on  which  he  acted.  It  wo^ld 
seem, said  Mr.  C,  from  what  has  passed  on  this 
subject,  tb|tt  little  or  lio  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
ists, especially  among  gentlemen  on  the  Repub- 
lican sidcj  with  regard  to  the  objects  to  be  effected 
by  ^he  troops  proposed  to  be  raised.  All  appear  to 
admit  the  time  has  arrived  in  which  you  ought  to, 
and  must  act  9  the  ^sis  requires  it ;  and  ndtbing 
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short  of  ft  speedy  and  honorable  aoeoMtftodatiOfi 
of  existing  difTerences,  securiog  your  rights,  or 
open. war,  in  which  you  may  avenge  your  wrongs, 
will  meet  public  Expectation^  To  produce  one  or 
the  other  of  these  vresults,  and  be  fully  prepared 
for  either  alternative,  was  his  object  $  and  he 
would  vote  for  such  a  force  as  appeared  to  him 
best  calculated  for  that  purpose.  If  all  are  seri* 
ous,  said  Mr,  C,  as  I  trust  they  are«  in  tbe  pton 
Cessions  made  oii  this  subject,  the  only  difference 
of  opinion  appears  to  be  in  regard  to  the  aumjber 
and  kind,  of  troope  necessary  to  eflect  the  objeots. 
in  view*  Our  decision  on  this  pmnt  -most  be 
governed  by  the  infovmaition  we  possess.  The 
amount,  as  well  as  the  desmption  of  the  fare^ 
to  b^  raised,  ought,. in  fi  great  dejgree,  to.be  pro<^ 
portioped  to  ana  regulated  by  the. impression  in* 
tended  tp  be  made  on  your  ezpeoted  enemy,  and 
the  probable  force  to, be  resisted  or  subdued.  The 
purpose  for  which  these  troops  are  raised,  and  the 
immediate  use  to  be  made  of  them,  appear  now 
to  be  made  no  ^cret.  The  honorable  g^entleiyiaA 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Qilbs)  told  you  this  force  of 
twenty-five. thousand  troops,  proposed  to  be  raised 
by  this  bill,  ought  to  be  considered  the  Army  of 
the  North,  and  are  i|>tended  to  take  and  occupy 
Canada,  dbc^  If  it  be  intended,  said  Mr.  C.,|o 
occupy  this 'country,  of  which,  ai  present,  there 
appears  no  ground  to  doul^  it  ought  to  be  done 
with  the  least  possible  delay^  and  jn  a  tine  much 
shorter  than  would  be  required  to  raite  so  large 
a  regtilar  force.  This  number,  with  the  present 
establishment  of  ten  thousand  men,  m^ke  an  ag* 
gregate  amotuit  of  thir ty-fiive  thousand.  Of  these, 
you  have  in  service  iittle  more  thaafive'tbonsand* 
Of  course,  near  thirty  thousand  are  yet  to  be  en- 
listed. To  raise  and  discipline  this  ni^nber,  or 
the  half  of  it,  would  consume  more  tio^e  t6aa 
onght  to  eUipse  before  y4iu  ^%,  if  yon  ace  deter- 
mined to  act  with  efEect. 

The  motion  is,  to  strike  out  ^he  word  "  t^n," 
the  number  of  regiments  of  infantry,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  "  six."  This  would  make  the 
number  of  troops  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  sbme^ 
what  less  than  seventeen  thousand  men,  and  in- 
crease the  whole  regular  force,  to  nearly  twenty- 
aevea  thousand  men.  .  Aln  C.  s«d,  from  the  best 
Tiew  which  he  had  been  able  to  take  of  the  sub* 
ieot,  upon  the  information  wjs  now  possess,  this 
force,  aided  by  a  proper  proportion  oi  volmteers, 
would  be  fully  competent  to  effect  ^nj  object  the 
Qovernment  eatL  have  in  view ;  to  resist  and  sob- 
due  any  force ;  and  to  occupy^  if  necessary,  any 
territory  in  your  neiffhborhood.  On  any  sudden 
emergency,  the  nuo^ber  of  volubteers  or  militia 
actually  employed,  might, «nd,  perhaps,  generally 
ought  to  equal,  and,  on  many  occasions,  nrach  ex* 
need  that  of  the  regular  troops,  as  thej  could  be 
organized  and  marched  to  the  scene  of  action  in 
much  shorter  time  than  would  be  consumed  in 
rabing  regular  troops,  wbuld  consist  of  better 
materials,  and  could  be  more  relied  upon  to  make 
a  first  impression  than  newly  enlisted  troops  with- 
out the  advantages  of  discipline.  They  would, 
also,  when  the  service  was  completed,  lay  down 
the  military  character,  return  to  their  homt% 


and  ag^in  amtlgamate  with  their  feUow^ttizena, 
without  a  murmur.    Hence,  the  expense  would 
be  inconsiderable,  the  time  of  service  beine  prob- 
ably short.    It  is,  therefore,  fair  tO;  ealcuhie,  if 
your  regular  force  amounts  to  twenty-seven  .thou- 
sand Q^en,  that  you  ought  to,  and  will  have  in  ac- 
tual service,  and,  of  course,  in  pay,  forty  thdi- 
sand  men«    And  will  it  be  contended  thiat  this 
force  ih  not  sufficient  to  aecomplbh  all  the  pur- 
poses which  tbe  moat^  sanguii>e  have  in  view  7 
&nt,  it  seems,,  volunteers  are  not  now  to  be  re- 
lied, on.    You  must  depend  entiielv  on  re^iar 
troops— -on  a  standing  army.    This  doctrine  is  of 
modern  date  among  Republicans,  and  may,  if  4^ 
should  gaia  currency,  sap  the  vital  prindples  of 
your  Cbvernment.    The  language  of  the  Pres- 
ident on  thi^  suhfeet,  in  his  Message,  breathes  a 
.very  different  spirit.    He  reoommeade  "  that  md- 
^  equate  provision  be  made  fdr  filling  the  ranks 
'and  prcuoBgiog  the  enlistments  of  the  regular 
^troops;  for  ait  munliary  foree«,to  be  engag^  for 
'  a  more  limited  term ;  for  the  acceptance  of  roVt^ 
'  u&teer  corps,  whose  patriotic,  ardor  may  court  a 
\  participation  in   urgent  services  ^  for  ^detadi- 
'  meats,  as  they  may  be  wanted,  of  other  por- 
'  tions  of  the  militia,"  (&c.    Here,  we  peroeiTe, 
he  considers  tho  new  force  recommended  to  be 
raised  as  only  auxiliary  to  the  present  regular 
for^e.    Hence,  It  would  seem  fair  to  conclude  ke 
did  not  mean  the  number  of  the ,  former  should 
exceed  that  of  the  latter.    But,  he  9eems4o  plaee 
considerable   cenfid^snce  in    "volunteer  eorpa," 
on  the  ground  that  their  "  patriotic  ardor  naay 
court  a  participation  in  urgent  services  f  ^  thoee 
very  kind  of  services  for  which  the  force  is  now 
to  be  provided.    He  did,  therefore^  oontemplaie 
that  such  volunteers  should  constitute  an  eJIcient 
part  of  the  fo^ce  to  be  emplojred  in  effeetiag  the 
more  important  objects  now  in  view ;  and  that, 
the  militia,  also,  should  be  engaged,  and  coalrib- 
ute  their  share  in  , supporting  any  contest  that 
might  ensue.    But|  it  seems,  jrour  volunteers  and 
militia  are  considered  t9tally  incompetent  to  per- 
form any  important  military  services.     Fronn 
them  you  are  i^equired  to  iwithdraw*  your  coa&- 
dfince^  and  place  it  in  regular  troops  ooIy,  of 
whom,  you  mu>t  raise  an  army  sufficiently  large 
to  eflect  all  your  purposes.    I^  this  doe^nae  be 
G^ice  establishedKond  tbe  people  ai^y  tremble  ibr 
their  libertieft  when  it  is  too  ia(»— when  tbeir 
chains  are  riveted  upon  theoi  by  a  military  power. 
But  the  attempt  to  raise  so  large  a  i«gular  force 
at  this  moment,  would  regard  instead  of  aeeelee- 
ate  the  completion  of  the  ot^ecls  intended  \  for, 
it  will  be  found  impracticable  to  enlist  and  oi^a- 
ize  such  force  in  time  to.act  before  the  proper 
seasoa  is  gone  ^  belore  the  ice  breaks  up  ia  the 
Spring.    You  mighti,  indeed,  collect  that  poKkm 
which  consisu  of  ^cers,  but  vou  cannot  fill  ap 
the  ranks.    If  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  effeeitves 
could  be  brougbt  into  service  in  time,  it  would 
equal    his  most   sanguine    expeetations«     You 
would,  therefore,  have,  it  is   believed,  a  foree 
equally  efiScieot,  if  thepropc^ed  amendment  .^re- 
vailed,  as  if  the  bill  passed  in  its  present  shape, 
while  yourexpea<ittuies  would  be  thereby  greatly 
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dnsnished,  and  no  obftael«  whatever  prestfii ted  U) 
die  aiOBC  deeisive^aml  Tigoroo*  eocirse  of  proceed* 
■f.  If  imiBediate  operatioiis  be  Intended,  as  he 
nsted  tfcey  wer?,  they  must  be  principally  car- 
ritd  OB,  in  the  first  matanoei^  by  volunteets,  who 
eoold,  and  ought  to  be  embodied  and  prepared  to 
aes  oo  the  shortest  notice.  For  this  purpose,  an* 
ihons*  the  Bxecocive  immediately  to  officer,  or- 
I»fti2e  for  a  limfted  time;  and  put  into  motion^ 
sseh  Bomber  of  Votunceers  who  may  tender  their 
serrioes,  aS  shall  be  deemed  competent  to  the 
eeeastoa  ;  bring  to  the  scene  of  action  as  many. 
ef  your  pv«seiK  regular  troops  as  may  be  spared 
iam  cnher  seryiees,  and  can,  with  the  least  dehiy, 
be  coB«eAtrated  ^  and  let  thesis,  united  with  you^ 
TakMteeis  and  aueh  of  the  new  troops  as  tan  be 
niMd  in  iim«,  make  the  irst  impression,  seize 
and  oceap7  the  countrtr  contemplated,  and  main^ 
laia  tbe  coateet  ontil  the  additional  regular  force, 
abooc  ujf  b€  raised,  can  he  organized  and  brought 
into  aetual  service.  These  may.  tiren,  support^ 
aa4,indae  time,TeHeTe  your  voiunteefd:  Hold 
tke'advMtages  you  may  bate- gained  ;  repef  any 
feree  that  may  be  brought  to  oppose  them,  and 
ezteod,  if  reqaii^d,  your  acquisitions;  whife^  in 
the  mean  time,  sufficient  corps  of  the  militia  may 
he  called  into,  service  and  employed  within  the 
Umita  cvf  the  Union,  with  sueh  of  the  regular 
troops  as  may  be  retained  for  the  purpose,  to  pro- 
tect yoar  frontiers  from  i^nctkrsions  by-the  sava^eft, 
and  yoar  coasts  against  attacks  from  a  foreign 

TbtanKKk  of  proceed  ine  would  enable  you  tp 
set,  before  the  season  Bhail  pass  away  in  which 
vo«r  operations  cottld  be  carried  on^  with  the 
(ent  probable  resistance,  and  the  gt^atest  pros- 
pect of  saeeess.  The  most  distinguishing  fea- 
tore  tbareooid  characterize  your  proceedings,  at 
thismomeat,  would  be,  the  expedinon  with  which 
yoa  pfogreas,  both  in  Legislative  and  Bzecdttve 
opetaciaas.  But,  if  you  wnit,  as  seems  to  be  con* 
tempiated  by  the  genflemftn'  from  Virginia,  until 
tWMiy-Ave  or  thirtv  thousand  men  are,  by  enlist- 
Beats,  rafeed,dlscrt)ifned,  and  put  in  readiness  for 
actual  serrtcej  the  time  to  act  will  have  passed 
away :  the  ice  will  be  broken  up,  and  the  ap* 
psoaoaes  by  water  to  the  country  intended  as  the 
s0eae  of  aetton,  wHl  b^  thereby  opened ;  and. 

roMy  bave  to  eflfbct  youroMect,  should  it  theii 
praetieable,  at  more  than  dtohble  the  expense 
of  Noa4^  and  treasure  that  would  hi^ve  been  re- 
qaiiad  had  you  taken  advantage  of  the  proper 
time.  What  evidence  have  we,  said  Mr.  C,  to 
shew  that  so  lam  a  regular  force  as  that  pro' 
posed  by  the  bill  is  necessary?  The  obfect,  as 
avowed  by  the  gentleman,  is  to  occupy  Canada. 
From  the  best  information  he  had  been  able  to  ob- 
tain, there  are  not  more  than  six  thousand  Tegu- 
lar troops,  if  there  be  that  number,  in  the  prov- 
ince. The  gentleman  states  the  number  at  about 
seven  thousand.  Suppose  the  letter  to  be  correct, 
waold  not  double  the  number  of  regular  troops, 
(idlowiag  for  accidents  of  every  description,)  be 
sufficient  to  oppose  to  those?  And,  would  not 
your  volunteers  be  able  to  cope  with  Canadian 
nilkkS    Upon  these  datk.  what  oecasioa  cna 


there  b^.  at  this  time,  to  increase  your  regular 
force  to  thirty-five  thousand  men  ?  Have  you  no 
confidence  in  the  knowledge  possessed,  and  the 
opinion,  formed  on  I'his  subject  by  your  Govern- 
ment ?  Have  they  not  as  ample  means,  at  least,  as 
we  have,  to  obtain  correct  information  ?  This,  no 
one,  it  is  presumed,  will  deny ;  and  the  honorable 
gentlemen  mid  you  they  are  of  opinion  ten  thou- 
sand^additional  troops,  making  the  whole  regular 
force  twejDty  thousand,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
present  occasion.  To  those,  the  Government,  no 
dbubt,'  intended  to  add  as  many  corps  of  volun« 
leers,  properly  officered  and  organizedfor  the  pur- 
pose^ a$  circumstances  should  require;  and  such 
oniteii  force  would,  certainly,  be  competent,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  state  of  things,  to  subdue 
any  oppositiOQ  to  be  expected,  and  to  occupy  any 
territory  in  your  neighborhood,  that  comes  within 
the  avowed  object  of  your  present  preparations* 
But,  Mr.  C.said,  he  was  willitigtogo  further;  to 
increase  the  regular  forcfe  to  nearly  twenty -seven 
thousand  men,  and  make  ainple  provision  for 
bringing  into  actual  service  such  corps  of  rolun- 
teers,  officered  by  the  Executive,  and  such  num- 
ber of  the  militia  as  shall  be  considered  necessary. 
Should  his  motion  not  pre  vail, -he  would,  notwith- 
standing, vot^  for  the  bill,  and  for  any  other  mea- 
sures propdsed  that  could,  in  any  degree,  contrib- 
ute to  maintain  the  rights  and  character  of  the 
nation.  He  should,  also,  at  any  future  day,  vote 
for  8U<ih  additional  troops  as  the  crisisTmight  then 
require;  and  this  appeared  to  him  the  most  effi- 
cient as  well  as  correct  course.  Raise,  at  present, 
the  number  proposed  by  the  amendment,  which 
most,  if  not  all  who  are  in  favor  of  actual  resist- 
ance, allow  to  be  necessary,  and  before  they  are 
organized,  yon  will  be  better  able  to  determine 
what  additional  force,  if  any,  will  he  necessary. 
This  would  produce  more  unanimity,  occasion 
less  delay,  and  could  not,  in  any  possible  degree, 
weaken  your  operative  measures,  or  embarrass 
your  Government. 

Mr.  C.  said,  believing,  as  he  did,  the  Ibrce  pro- 
pdsed by  the  amendment  fully  competent  to  Ac- 
complish the  objects  all  profess  to  have  in  view, 
he  was  unwilling  to  vote  for  a  greater  number. 
He  was  opposed,  oa  principle,  to  swelling  the 
regular  military  force  beyoiid  the  bounds  really 
dimMnded  by  the  crisis,  ai  it  would  be  setting  a 
daagerOQs  precedent,  that  might,  hereafter,  be  re- 
sorted to  as  a  pretext  for  augmenting^,  from  time 
to  time,  without  sufficient  cause,  or  beyond  the 
nature  of  thPe  exigency,  your  standing  army ;  un- 
til the  people  might,  perhaps,  be  awakened  from 
their  security,  as  has  been  tbe  case  on  many  oc- 
casions in  other  countries,  by  feeling  the  pressure 
of  the  chains  of,  military  despotism.  He  was, 
also,  linwilling  to  charge  the  nation  with  expen- 
ditures which  its  tinances  were  not  prepared  to 
meet,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  occasion  did 
hot  ^uire.  He  trusted  it  was  not  th^  intention 
df  anv  one^  by  raising  so  large  a  regular  force, 
and  thereby  incurring  so-great  an  expenditure, 
beyond  what  it  is  believed  was  necessary,  to  drain 
your  Treasury,  embarrass  your  fiscal  concerns, 
and  pnalyze  the  b^t  concerted  measures  of  yoar 
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GoverDmeDU  If,  boweyer,  sueh  Were  the  objects 
intended,  a  more  effectual  mode  to  aceompli^sh 
tbem  could  not  be  adopted. 

If  war  becomes  indispensable,  you  ought  not 
to  calculate  that  it  will  be  of  short  duration.  You 
can  make  war,  but  it  does  not  rest  with  you  alone 
to  make  peace.  Every  effort  ou^ht  to  be  made 
to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  lertninaiion,  and  all  the 
means  that  could  be  usefully  employed  afforded 
for  that  purpose;  But  you  ought  not,  In  the  be- 
ginning, to  waste  unnecessarily  your  treasuresi 
which  are  the  sinews^  of  war;  <your  eiertions 
should  be  proportioned  to  the  resistance,  to  be 
overcome ;  and  no  moVe  of  your  energies  and  re- 
sources exhausted  than  the oceasion  requires;  al- 
ways reseirving  the  residue  to- meet  a.  more  urgent 
emergency.  War  once  cbmmeqced,  you  ought 
to  calculate  on  supporting  it,  on  at  least  the  same, 
if  not  on  a  more  extended  scale,  nbt  only  for  one, 
but  for  many  years^  a?  it  cannot) be  known  how 
long  it  may  M  continued. 

The  American,  people,  said^  Mr.  C,  will,  with* 
out  a  murmur,  support  any  expenditures  they,  be- 
lieve necessary  to  muntain  the  rights  and  avenge 
the  wrongs  of  their  country.  But  they  will  ex- 
pect you  to  restrict  those  expenditures. to  sueh 
only  as  the  emergency  shall  require ;  and  that  be- 
fore you  call  on  tbem  fo^r  new  pontr^buticuF,  you 
will  be  prepared  to  show  you.  have  disposed  of 
the  means  already  in.  your  haqids  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. Your  Government  has,  no  doubt,  esti- 
mated the  probable  amount  of  force  that  irould 
be  required  to  accomplish  the  objects  in  view ; 
they  have  probably  made  arrangements,  so  far  as 
rested  with  them,  lo  meet  the  expenses  of  >6uch 
force;  they  would  also,  he^  conceived,  be  in  a 
great  degree  responsible  tJ»a(  it  was.  competent , 
K>r  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  raised,  should  be 
employed  to  effect  tnos6  purposes,  ahd  that  your 
finances  could  be  rendered  adequate  to  its  sup- 

e>rt.  But  what  are  you  about  to  do  by  this  bill  ? 
erange  all  those  plans  and  change  the  respon- 
sibility. Instead  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  thou- 
sand, the  number  deemed  sufi&cient,  you  force 
upon  the  Government  thirty-dye  thousand  regu* 
lar  troops.  You  thereby  take  upon  yourselves 
the  responsibility  of  raising  a  force  much  larger 
than  was  required,  or  can  be  osefuUy  employed; 
of  occasioniog  a  great  unnecessary  expenditure, 
which  will  4raia  your  Treasury/ embarrass  your 
finances,  and  probably  compel  you  to  impose  new 
burdens  on  the  people.  Will  they  not  inquire 
into  the  causes  ot  those  extraordinary  measures, 
and  ask  wherefore  were  those  nrw  taxes  im- 
posed, those  expenditures  incurred  ?  What  occa- 
sion was  there  for  so  large  a  Regular  army  7  Oq 
what  great  emergency  were  they  to  be  employed, 
and  wliat'  numerous  force  was  ta  be  resisted  or 
subdued?  Those  will  be  natural  inqtiiries,  and 
the  answers  will,  no  dbubt,  suggest  themselves, 
ihat  a  great  portion  of  these  expenditures  was  in- 
curred contrarv  to  the  views  of  the  Executive^ 
and  for  which  he  would  in  no  respect  be  respon- 
aible ;  that  little  more  than  half  the  regular  force 
raised  was  deemed  competent  to  effect  all  the 
practicable  objects  within  yoiu  reach ;  thfit  the 


forae  to  be  resisted,  or  sQbdued  was  not  known  ot 
believed  to^  be  considerable,  nor  such  as  to  require 
the. number  of  troops  ordered  to  be  raised;  but 
that  a.  majority  of  Congress  jtook  upon^  them- 
selves, without  sufilcient  cause,  to  raise  this  large 
army,  incur  this  immense  expense,  and  conse- 
quently require  those  new  burdens  to  b^  imposed. 
For  ail  this,  therefore^  and  the  eonsequencea  tl^^ 
may  fiow  tberefroin,.  such  majority,  and  not  the 
Executive,  must  and  will  be  responsible  to  the 
people.  , 

Mr.  C.  said,  be  would  now  no^i(^e  mcure  par- 
ticularly some  of  the  arguments  addueed  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  GkLss.) 
He  did  not  propose  following  him  through  the 
various  courj^  of  his  reasoning,  much  of  which, 
however  ingenious,  did  not  appear  to  him  r^evaat 
to  this  subject,  jtud  akhough  on  that  account 
would  not  now  be  answered,  he  did  not  subscribe 
to.    The  honorable  gentleman  said,  in  case  of 
war,  your  present  military  force  of  10,000  men 
woulo  be  i^equired  to  protect  your  Western  from* 
iers,  and  prevent  New  Orleans  aad  Jfi^iorida  being 
taken  by  the  British,  dbc;  and,  therefore,  that 
25,000  additional  regulars  would  be  necessary,  and 
little  enough,  to  efiect  your  purposes  in  the  North, 
dcci    Mr.  C.  said  no  object>  could  be  more  inter* 
esting  to  the  Western  country  than  the  security 
of  New  Orleans ;  no  onccould  feel  more  sensibly 
than  he  did  the  importance  of  affording  effectual 
protection  %q  that  piace^  as~  well  as  to  Florida  and 
the  Western  frontiers;  and  he  believed  no  one 
was  more  anxious  than  himself^ or  i^duld  go  fur- 
ther to  provide  the  most  ample  me«tns,<attd  sucli 
as  could  bempstuf^uUy  employed  for  those  pur* 
poses.    He  trusted  the  gentleman^s  profettsed  re- 
gard for  the  protection  of  that  quarter  of  the 
Union  was  si i^cere  and  would  long* continue.   He 
v^ould  not,  however,  suffer  him'sdf  to  be  induced 
by  his  anxiety  for  eve^  those  favorite  and  highly 
important  objects,  to  abandon  hb  soletdn'dnty, 
by  raisinff  a  force  sd  much  larsrer  than,  in  hU 
opinion,  theo«'casion  required.    He  was  incline 
to  believe  5,000  cellar  troops,  with  the  akl  of 
Volunteers  and  militia,  would  be  competent  to 
protect  New  Orleana  and  its  neighborhood.    The 
number  of  forces  necessary  to  protect  the  West- 
et'n  frontiers  would  depend  upon  circumstances, 
and  the  disposition  of  the  neighboring  Indian 
tribes.    But  a  considerable  proportion  of   the 
force  requisite  for  th^t  purpose  might  consist  of 
volunteers,  or  corps  raised  for  a  limited  time^ 
whose  services  would  be  equally   useful^  and 
would  ejiable  the  Government  to  dispeaae  with 
the  employment  of  any  Urge  bortion  of  your  xef- 
ular  troops  in'  that  quarter.    We  have  as  yet,  said 
Mr.  C,  taken  possession  of  that  part  only  of  West 
Florida,  to  which  out  territorial  claim  extends, 
and  there  appears  no  ground,  at  present,  to  be 
alarmed  for  its  safety.    The  employment,  there* 
for^  of  so  large  a  regular  force  as  10,000  men  in 
that  quarter,  dees  not  appear  necessary,  and  can 
furnish  no  good  ground  for  raising  so  large  an 
additional  army  as  that  contemplated  by  thisbilL 
But  the  gentleman  inquires,  what  you  wouU 
think  of  New  Orleans  and  New  York  being  ti^en 
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W  die  Brkwk  I  sml  obaetFot,  if  tfai«  fihoixld  take 
fiitee,  yon  would  not  reoM^iD  in  power,  or  be  tbe 
aiea  who  would  end  the  war,  4&c.  it  ai%bt  not 
be  Yery  important,  said  Mr.  C^  fo  tbe  nation, 
whetker  the  men  now  in  power  should  long  coo* 
liMie  tQ^DJoy  it  or  not ;  or  whether,  in  caae  there 
•hoaM  be  war,  tbey  or  their  soeoeMora^  should 
Mrmimte  it.  Measures  and  not  men  is  the  maxim 
)fj  which  we  onghc  to  reirulate  ovr  conduct-;  and 
if  their  euceessors  fthould  he  equally  or  more  com* 
peteBt  to  ea(eet|te>  the  tmpottant  tru^  reposH  io 
them  the  nation  woeld  have  nothing  ta  apprcf* 
bend  from  tbe  ebange. .  It  w«s,  howerer,  a  doo- 
cnae  to  wbteh  he  could  pot  tubseribe^  tbat  tbey 
were  to  act  contrary  to  what  they  beltdred  their 
doty,  in  order  to  avoid  Josinff  tfaeir  places.  Bat 
why  this  attem^H,  said  Mr.  C..  to  exaggerate  tbe 
dangers  and  raise  the  fears  of  the  citizens  6{  New 
Yo%  and  New  Orlenhs?  and  to  excite  in  the 
public  mind  apprehensjbns  for  tbe  safety  of  those 
places T  This  cpuld  answer  no  iralhable  purpose; 
Its  only  ^6ect  wouW  be  to  produce  groundless 
alarms,  tad  inflame,  for  a  while,  the  public  ^n* 
ethility.  There  appeared  no  sufaiitantilkl  grounds 
lo  he  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  either  Z(  those 
places.  The  position  of  New  Orleans  is  such  as 
reacts  it  difficult  of  approach  to  an  enemy,  and, 
hy  the  employment  of  proper  means^  capable  ,of 
hetnc  successfully  4efended.  •  Tbe  iortiocattons 
of  New  York  are  stated'  by  those  best  informed 
on  the  subject  to  be  in  such  a  statie  of  completioa 
aa  would  enable  that  place  to  resist  A,ny  attack 
l^bely  \o  be  made,  upon  ii;  and  there  isino  ra* 
tioaal  ground  to  doubt  th^tGovernnKpnt  will  em« 
ploT  the  best  meana  they  possess  for  the  security 
ana  protection  tji  thone  places.  >^ 

The  genilemau'  did  indeed  -make  a  stateo^t, 
said  Bdr.  C,  which,  at  the  timci  rery'  much  sui^ 
pised  me.  It  was,  (aa  I  took  his  words  down,) 
^  that  he  did  snow  it  was  the  inteatiph  ef  the 
Utna/tt  Admiitistration  in  case  of  war,  not  to 
mocect  New  Orleans,  but  let  Gtr^t  Britain  take 
It;  aad  that  the  Western  |>eople  wouM  be  left  to 
retake  it  themselves;"  '*that  he  did  not  know  the 
iaieatioa  of  the  present  -Administratioa  on  this 
sabj^t,  but  believed  it  to  he  the  same  with  that 
of  the  former.'^  This  apt[>ears  to  me,  said  Mr. 
GL,  a  charge  of  the  most  serioos  and  alarming  na- 
tare,  aad,  if  well4bunded,  would  merit  the  most 
ecYcre  reprehension.  But  to  establish  it,  under 
existing  circumstance^  would  require  strong  and. 
iacootestableproofs.  That  theGovernmentabonld, 
without  any  known  inducement,  abandon  one  of 
the  moat  important  places  in  the  nation,  and, 
without  attempting  its  def^mce,  suffer  it  to  pass 
into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  is,  in  itself,  so4m» 
probable,  and- would  argue  so  great  a  weaknese^ 
or  what  h  worse,  ^aeh  political  d^pravitv,  that  tf 
liiad  no  knowleoge  of  the  uansa^tion  allvded  to, 
or  of  the  {Persons  then  composing  the  Govern* 
meat,  I  could  not,  without  the  most  conrincing. 
efideaee,  persuade  myself  to  beliefe  it..  I  should 
heforsed  to  conclude  that  howefcr  sincerely  the 
oeatleman  mi^ht  belief  e  what  he  stated,  he  must 
have  hecQ  Busiaformed  on  tbe  subject  or  have 
Bustaken  the  tiews  of  the  Admiaistratioii.    And 


here  it  roi|pbt  seeiki  natural  to  inquire,  if  the  gen^ 
tleman  was,  at -the  time,  informiKi  of  designs  en* 
tertaiaedby  the  Administration,  so  derogatory  to 
the  character,  a$  well  as  dangerous  to  the  dignity 
of  the  nation,  and  so,  evidently  ruinous  to  the 
Western  portion  of  tke  Union,  why  be  did  not 
make^^  them  known  to  the  public,  or  at  least  to 
those  who- were  so  deeply  interested  in  guarding 
against  their  consequences?  But,  said  Mr.  C, 
in  1806-9,  the  time  it  is  presumed  alluded  to, 
a^en  some  apprehensions  were  entertaihed  for 
the  safety  of  New  Orleans,  I  was  a  member  of 
the  other  House,  it  became  my  duty  to  ascer- 
tain, so  far  as  circumstances  rendered  it  proper, 
the  measures  intended  to  be  adopted,  and  the 
means^thal  were  to  be  used  for  the  protection  of 
that  place,  whose  safety  was  so  important  to  the 
people  I  represented ;  and  if  confidence  could  be 
placed  ^la  the  declarations  of  those  who  then 
composed  the-  Administyation,  (and  their  vera- 
city, it  is  believed,  has  hitherto  nerer  been  justly 
qftttiooed,.^  it  was  their  intention  and  solemn 
determination  to  defbnd  if  to  the  last  exUemity, 
in  case  it  was  attacked,  by  ail  th^  disposable  force 
and  means  in  tfaeur  power.'  Th)it  this  was  their 
real  intention' appears  sufficiently' established  by 
their  subsequent  conduct,  in  sending  a  considera- 
blcnumber  of  troops  as  well  as  gunboats,  to  that 
plaee  Tor  the  object  alone  of  protecting  it ;  and 
who  were  ordered  to  take-such  position  as  should 
be  best  calcalated  for  tbat  l>urpose.  The  destruc- 
tive calamity  experienced  by  thpse  troope  from 
the  tnealobrity  of  .the  climate,  must  be  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  111.  But  the  uniform  c^duct 
of  the  .I4te  £^xeputive,  during  the  whole  course 
of  his  akdministration,  (of  which  unreserved  can- 
dor was  a  distinguishing  characteristic)  and  in 
particular,' the  just  regard  he  paid  on  all  proper 
occaiiona  to  the  best  interests  of  the  western 
people,  are  of  themselves  more  than  sufficient  to 
shield  him  against  the  imputation  of  the  views 
now  ascribed  to  him.  I  canndt,  however,  but 
ezj>ress  jny  reffret  that  this  statement,  made  at 
this  time,  should  liave  the  appearance  cf  throw- 
ing a  censure  on  the  eondoet  bf  the  late  venera- 
ble President..  He  has  retired,  accompanied  by 
the  plaudits  of  hie  fellow^itizens^  and  the  hiffb 
respect  .of  the  real  friends  to  civil  liberty  throu^- 
out  the  world,  |o  the  shades  of  private  life.  Why 
not. suffer  him  to  repose  there  undisturbed?  I 
can  haydly  persuade  myself  it  Was  intended  by 
this  sutement  to  impeach  the  purity  of  his  mo* 
tives ;  hut  I  cannot  omit  observing,  nmi  it  a])pears 
to  mC'  f  melancholy  prbof  of  the  malignity  of 
the  human  mind,  that  so  mie^ny  attempts  should 
be  made  to  sully  the  well-earned  reputation  of 
that  illustrious  statesman,  whose  fame  will  sur- 
vive the  lapse  of  ages,  and  flide  down  the  tide 
of  time  unimpaired,  while  that  of  his  enemies 
will  vanish  like  the  fleethig  smoke,  or  descend 
with  themselvee  to  tbe  tomb  of  oblivion. 

With  r€^rd  to  the  present  Administriation, 
Mr.  G.  said;  be  did  not  know  their  particular 
views  on  this  subject ;  he  Imd,  however,  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  they  were  such  as  tbe  gentle- 
man seemed  to  consider  them.    He  could  not  for 
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m  BKHsent  eotertain  the  H^m  ihat-Uey  iBteadad 
to  abandoo  the  proiectioD  of  New  OriMBs^  and 
be  did  n^  Mieve  there  wat  a  eiafle  act  of  the 
Eieeutive  that  woold  jastifjr  snch  a  eonclasioo. 

The  honorable  member,  asserted  this  motioa 
was  in  opporitioa  to  the  $pirit  of  the  PreaideDt's 
Message,  ainl  the  measures  therein  rtcommeaded, 
4«.  *,  he  observed,  the  Secretary  of  War  jdi^  in- 
deed slate,  in  Conversation,  to  hun,  that  teii  thoa- 
sand  additipnal  regular  tr.oops  might  ansvirer  the 
present  parpoae.. but  that  he  differed  enti.rdf  to 
opinion  with  the  Secretary  on  this  8uki^ect,{and 
gives  you  to  understand  that  this  inioffic%al  state- 
ment,  (as  he  choeees  to  call  it,)  which  he  constdt 
ers  as  coming  from  the  Executive,  was  at  vart- 
«nce  with  hi^  official  cottimunicatios  iki  ^s  Met- 
aaffe,dM.  - 

Mr.  C.  said  he  could  not  admit  the  eorrecUMss 
of  the  conclusions  which  tiie  gentleman  drew 
ftom  his  premises.  It  did  not  appear  {o  -him  that 
this  motion,  or  the  statement  alleged  to  have 
been  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  in  <>|^- 
position  to,  or  at  variance  With,  cither  the'spirit 
ef  the  Message,  or  the  specific  measures  recom^ 
mended  therein.  It  is  true,  the  honorable  gen* 
Ueman  dilered  in-  opinion  from  the  Secretary 
with  regard  to  the  npmber  of  regular  troops  ne- 
eassar^  to  effect  ihe  purposes  intended ;  and  it 
would  seem  the  principal  question  was,  whether 
on  this  subject  the  opinion  of  the  former,  who 
professed  to  have  no  Knowledge  an  miUtarraf* 
lairs,  or  that  of  the  latter,  as  the  organ  of  the 
Bxef^utive,^  (as  lie  was  alleged  to  be,)  deserved 
Boost  wei^h^  and  ought  to  be  most  r^ied  upo*^ 
Mr.  C.  said  he  had  already  staled  the  sense  in 
which  he  understood  the  fixecuiive  recommend- 
ation on  this  subject,  and  endeavored  te  show  the 
force  propoeed  to  be  raised  by  this  motion*  con- 
nectea  with  the  other  measures  he  wished  adont^ 
ed,  was  in  eoaformity  t6  |he  views  presented  by 
the  MesMgc.  He  wotitld  now,  however,  again 
Mcur  to  the  words  of  the  Message  itself,  and  see 
if  they  furnished  any  just  ^unds  for  th#  sen- 
tleman's  deductions  and  satirical  strictares.  The 
parts  particularly  alluded  to  are  in  the  follow  inj; 
words:  "With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexi- 

*  bility,  in  trampling  on  rights  which^  no  inde- 
'  pendent  nation  can  relinquish*  Congress  will 
'  fed  the  duty  of  putting  the  United  States  into 
'  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  by  the 
'  crisis,  and  cocrtsponding  with  the  national  spirit 
'and  expectation^.  I  recommend, accordingly, 
'  that  adequate  provision  be  made  for  fiUine  the 
'  ranks,  and  prolonging  the  enlietmrats  of  the 
'  regular  troops  \  for  an  auxiliary  force  to  be  en- 

<  gaged  for  a  more  limited  term;  for  the  accept- 
'  aace  of  volunteer  corps^  whose  patriotic  ardor 

<  may  court  a  participauon  in  urgent  services; 
'  for  detachments,  as  they  may  be  wanted,  of  other 

*  portions  of  the  militia,"  4c. 

Here  we  see,  jaid  Mr.  C,  the  specific  measums 
officially  recommended  by  the  Exectitive,  and 
may  form  an  opinion  of  the  spirit  of  his  Message, 
to  which  allusion  has  been  made.  Let  us  now 
examine  the  measures  proposed  to  be  adoeted  bv 
those  in  favor  of  the  prceenjt  motioo,  and  whiea 


are,  with  little  variattnn,  oonslaient  wsch  the  ittnt<> 
ment,  termed  inofficial,  eaid  te  be  made  bf  tlva 
Secretary  of  Wan  They  i^^M)  fill  np  the  ranks 
of  the  present  regular  troops,  for  which  a  bill  baa 
already  passed ;  to  raise  an  additional  Tor  anxili* 
ary)  force  of  nearly  17,000  aaea;  and  also/ to  aa« 
thof iae  btinginj^  into,  scirvicte  sndi  vokinWer  eprpa 
had  portions  of  thn^miiida  as  the,  occasian  wmff 
require.  This  will  make^tbeiiuxiliarv  force  ostieh 
larger  than  the  principal  force,  in  aid  of  which  it 
is  required ;  and  it  would  seem  a  fi|tr  oonetmetion 
of  the  words  of  the  Mesbge,  as  already  staled^ 
that  the^ttxiliary  force,  as  Mfid  to  be  euggeata^ 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  should  be  eqoal  only  iq 
the  piiocipal  foro^ ;  the  whole  regular  force  thna 
provided  Would  be  nearly  27<000,  which,  with  the 
volunteers  to  be  authorized,  (who  were  ,undoubt- 
edly  considered' by  the  fijtecutive  as  an'  efiloieat 
part  t>f  the  troops  to  be  employed,)  vroald  pat  in 
4he  power  of  the  Government  a  disposable  foree^ 
exciufive  of  the  militia,  of  at  least  40X)00  effiecttva 
men.  This  force,  which  might  be  increaaed  aa 
cifcumsfances  should  requife,  it  certaioljr  ooaapn* 
tent  to  accomplish  all  the  atuiaable  cbjeats  the 
most  saagvine  can  have  in  view.  "In  what  re* 
spect.  then^  caa  fbese  ^nlea8lM:es  be  considered  in 
composition  ko,Vf  at  vArianee  with,  either  the  spirit 
or  langnage  of  the  official  commnnicatioB  f  If 
the  forces  furnished  be  fully  competent  to  effieet 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  required,  will 
you  aoty-tbed,  have  put  the  United  States  ''into 
aa^armor  and. an  attitude  deinanded  by  the  crisis^ 
and  correspondinff  with  the  national  spirit  and 
expeoiations?"  And  will  not  all  the  objecte  of 
the  Bxecutive  recommendation  be  complied  witk  t 
'  There  does  not^  therefote,  appear  any.  ground 
whatever,  except  inthe  imagioaiion  of  tlie  gen- 
tleman, for  the  alleged  variance  between  the  offi:* 
cial  and  responsible  communicatten  ef  therfilzeea* 
tive,  and  that  which  has  been^terBsed  inofficial 
aad  if  respoasible.  Nor  was  he  able  Co  perceivte 
what  public  good  could  arise  from  etatements  evi* 
dently  calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  misrepreeent 
the  views -of  the  Administration.  He  was  hun* 
^self  convinced,  from  sources  to  him  entiiely  sacio* 
&ctory,the  view's  of  the  Executive  were  reaify 
sunh  ai(^had  been  presented  to  the  public  by  hia 
Message ;  soch  as  they  ought  te  be,  and  anoh  as 
would,  if  stipported  and  promptly  carried  tate 
effect  by  Coiigress,  maiatain.the  rights  and  via<* 
dicate  the  honor  of  the  aatioa. 

It  seems,  however^  yon  must  raise  the  namber 
of  troops  contained  in  the  bill,  whether  they  caa 
be  usefully  einpioyed  or  net ;  for  the  honorable 
gentleniao  says^  if  you  raise  less,  Great  Britain 
wiH  not  believe  you  are. in  earnest,  or  that  yoa 
mean  to  use  physical  force,  dbc ;  and  further  ob« 
setved,  she  had  ia  Canada  sev)^  thonsand  rmilcc 
troops  and  fourtetu  thonsand  militia,  dbc.  ican* 
not,  said  Mr.  C,  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  we 
ase  to  raise  a  force  greater  than  is  competent  to- 
accomplisb  the  suwantial  objects  we  have  in 
view,  for  the  porpose alone  of  convincing  that  n**^ 
tion  we  ate  in  eaitocst^  that  is,  that  we  mean 
what  we  say.  This  would  appear  te  me  beneath 
the  dignity  of  the  L^islature,  aad  detogaiory  te 
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ibe  MitioBAl  elMiMler*  Betides,  (bete  it  bo  i«a- 
90*  to  beUeve  it  would  beve  tbe  iproposed  effect ; 
it  wottki  oaijT  waste  uoaeeeBsariiy  your  reeourcest 
without  imdfioiBff  tbe  least  pabUe  adTBOtage. 
Tbcre  are  some  of  your  own  citizens  wbo  pcetond 
to  believe  yoa  are  not  seriously  deterntoed  to 
proseobce  the  arowed  objects  of  yoar  prepara«» 
twos;  and  tbe  Britisb  GoTemment,  as  usual,  mitf 
pcobftbly  take  its  tone  from  tbeirs.  Tbe  «se  yea 
malce  of  ^our  trobps,  as  well  as  tbe  decision  and ' 
energy  wiib  wbicb  you  act,  and  kot  tbe  nnmber 
yon  raise,  wtU  best  profevoor  sincerity,  and  will 
afaio€(  probably  conTtiioe  ta^t  nttion  t^  you  are 
not  ottiy  in  earnest  in  your  preparations,  but  tbat 
yoB  'kiM>w  and  Will  maintain  yonrrrgbts;  and 
that  you  ieel  yomr  wroofi^,  and  will  BTeng^  tbem. 
With  regard  lo  tbe  forces  dieat  Britain  has  in 
Canada^  said  Mr^  C;  there  isnro  reason  tobeliere, 
as  already  stated,  the. regular  troops  there*  elioeed 
six  thooaand,  or  tbat  there  could  be  more  than 
ten  thousand  militia  broogbt  i6io  acMlai^  scnriee* 
Stt^pose,  bowerervibe  statement  of  tbe  gentleman 
eorrest,  would  notis  double  the  number  of  your 
regular  troops  be  suffieient;  under  all  sitpposable 
dtfadrantages,  to  oppose  theseren  tboasand  Brit-^ 
ish  troops  1  And  eoold  not  your  Tolunteers  suo- 
eessfnlly  encoanterCani^iaii  militia'?  No. one, 
it  in  presamed,  woold^he  willing  to  deny  this. 
Upon  what  solid  gfOBAd^  tbeo^oanitbeeti^t^ded 
that  twenty-fire  tboBsand  regular  troops  would 
be  neeessary  for  that  serrice  ? 

But  tlief  honorable  getflleiBao  says,  be  has  Bot 
■Mich  eonfidence^in  volunteers;  that  tbey  will 
melt  away  like  a  ball  of  sbaw,  dbc.  Tbis^  dott- 
triae,  said  Mr.  C,  is,  as  bts  been  already  stated, 
of  modem  date  among  those  professing  to  be  He- 
pobtieaos;  it  waii/OAee  eoasideMd  ranfe  Federat 
doctrine,  which  gave  alarm  to  tbe  Itteads  of  lib- 
ert)r,  and  cQBtriboted  in  a  great  degree- to  destroy 
their  eoafidencoia  those  Avowing  it.  The  militia 
have  always^  been  eonsideied,  by  the  Bost  dtstin* 
gaished  advocates  of  soud4  principles,  the  bul- 
wark of  €iwt  libesties,  and^  on  ^emergencies,  tbe 
gnardians  of  our  rights*  Volunteers  are  the  bet- 
ter sort  of  mHittft,  an'd^at  least  e^^aaiily  to  be  relied 
Bpoii;  they  have,  on  many  occasions^  dOrin^  tbe 
Bevoletion,  disungoished  themsely^s  by  their  pa- 
triotism and  bravery.  Why  should  we  now  place 
no  etefidetiee  in  th^m,  or  insioiiate  tb^y  Would 
desert  their  pasu?  Will  tbey  not  serve  out  the 
tia»e  for  which  they  may  engage  $  and  cannot 
then  their  planes,  if  neeessary,  be  supplied  by 
others? 

Mr#  C.  said^it  was  difficult  to  perceive  bow 
some  e£  tbe  arguments  adduced  by  the  boDorable 
member  oonki.  be  reeoneiied ;  for,  at  the  same 
time  that  be  Jnabts  upon  inoreasing  yonr  ezpeod- 
itmes  much  beyond  wbat  be  states  to  bo  the  views 
of  the  Government,  be  gives  you  to  ^derstand 
that  the  person  who  has  the  direction  oi  |our 
levenne  is  not  well  qualiied  to  provide  the  means 
Bocessary  to  i^eet  suoh  elpenditares.  If  this  be 
the  ease^  it  would  seem  a  strong  argtiment  for 
circamaefibisff  your  expeaaeaas  niiioh  as  Pfaeti- 
oable.  He  told  yon  tbe '  Secretary  of  tbe  Trms* 
nry  had  the  reqpiKatieB  of  possessing  great  finan- 


cial talent  y  bat  be  inquired  wbat  evident  ho 
had  ever  given  of  a  capacity  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  bring  money  into  tbe  Treasury,  and  said 
he  believed  none)  and  added,  tbat  his  (tbe  Secre* 
tary's)  talents  bad  induced  us  to  get  rid  a£  tbe  di* 
root  tax,  and. of  tbe  salt  tax.  dbc.  The  financial 
talents  of  tbe  gentleman  at  the  bead  of  the  Treas^^ 
ury  Department  Are  (oo  well  known,  said  Mr«  C^ 
to  be  made  attbis  time  the  subject  of  investtiffation, 
or  require  new  proofs  ta  support  them.  £very 
man,  in  any  tolerable  degree  conversant  with  tbe 
proceeding  of  your  Government  for  the  last  fif- 
teen or  J  wen  ty  years,  most  posset  sufficient  data 
to  eqable  bim  to-form  an  opinion  fqr  himself  oa 
this  subject.  He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to 
declare^  Mr.  C.  said,  this  Was  tbe  first  time  bo 
had  beard  the  talents  or  fio^ncial  capacity  of 
that  officer, -since  be  came  into  the  Governmeot| 
brought  into  question  by  any  gentleman  of  known 
standiag  and  information. '  Tbe  sources  from 
which  your  revenue  must  arise,  are^  in  their  na- 
ture neither  nameroufi  nor  very  complex,  and 
mu&t  be  obvious  td  most,  if  not  ,all  men  of  any 
tolerable  information.  Dutiek  on  importationsi 
and  the  proceeos.  of  your  |)ublic  lands^  constitute 
tbe  sources  on  wbicb  you  must  principally  rely, 
onless  you  resort  to  internal  taxation,  which  tbe 
course  pursued  by  gentlemen  will  probably  re« 
quite.  The  Secretary  had  no  power  to.  draw 
oooney  fcopi  any  .other  soufces  xbaa  those,  pro- 
vided by  law.  tie  could  not  create  new  sourcee 
of  revenue ;  he  could  recommend  the'  impost tioa 
of  new  taxes,  in  order  to  bring  money  into  the 
Treasury  i  but  tbe  extent  of  your  expenditures 
bitbertoy  it  appears^  did  aot  jequire  it;  and  Mr^ 
C.Mid  ha  sincerely  wished,  as  did.  be  believe^, 
the  great  majority  of  the  nation,  that  this  might 
long  be  the  case— -that  there  might  be  no  call  for 
tbe  exertion  of  his  great  financial  talenu  to  in^ 
vent  oew  modes  of  squeeeing  money  out  of  the 
people's  ppokets  without  their  being  sen^bie  of  i^ 
to  replenish  your  exhausted  Treasury  ',  for,  what- 
ever may  be  tbe  nature  of  taxes,  they  must  be 
ultimatelv  paid  by  the  people ;  and  the  inquiry 
can  only  be  with  regard  to  the  mode  in  which 
tbey.may  be  induced  most  willingly  to  make  tbe 
required  aontributions.  This  is  the  art  that  would, 
above  all  others,  answer  tbe  gentleman's  idea  of 
great  ^financial  capacity^— tbat  is,,  the  capacity  to 
bring  mipney  into  tbe  Treasury*  Buf  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  only  opportunities  anorded  that 
offioer,  according  to  our  presejit  fiscal  arrange- 
ments, of  exerotsiog  financial  capacity,  consist  in 
skilfully  cOiidiioting  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
from,  the  sources  created  or  established  by  law. 
and  maoagiAg  it  afterwards  with  correctness  ana 
econ6my  to  n^et  tbe  public  demands ;  and  those 
itnportaot  dutiesj  it  seems  admitted,  .have  been 
satisfactorilv  p^tormed ;  for  the  ffentleman  says, 
timt  tbat  officer  has  annually  made  you  very  lucid 
reports  on.  your  financi?*)  showing  the  receipts  and 

TBdituresi  du;. 
relation  to  tbe  repeal  of  taxes  ascribed  to  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man must  have  labored  under  a  mistake.    He 
stated,  tbe  repeal  of  the  direct  tax^  be  probably 
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meaat  of  the  indirect  taxes ;  the  former  was  im" 
posted  f<^  a  year  only,  and  the  law  expired  before 
that  officer  eame  into  the  Cknr^niiaeiit;  the  indi- 
reet  taxes  were  repealed  afterwiirds ;  and  tjiough 
from  the  information  he,  Mr.  C,  had  obtained  on 
the  snbjeet,  that  officer  had  no  agency  whatever 
in  such  repeal,  he  believed  the  measure  was  very 
generally  approved  ofbytheRopablican^  through- 
out the  Union.  He  could  speak  with  more  cer- 
tainty relative  to  the  repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  being 
then  a  member  of  the  other  House^  and  in  a  sito^ 
ation  that  made  it  his  particular  duty  to  attend  to 
that  subject;  ahd  it  wais  then  -distinctly^ under- 
stood, the  Secretary  of  tbcf  Trea^urjr  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  measure,  (as  will  sufficiently  appear 
from  his  official  reports ;)  that  he  considered  that 
tax  not  an  oppresaive  one.  at  the  same  time  that 
it  was  productive  and  collected  without  any' ex- 
traordinary expense ;  the  Executive,  however,  re- 
commended th^  repeal  of  it,  and  after  several  un^ 
successful  attemt>t8,  the  measure  at  length  ^ue* 
ceeded. '  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cAnnot, 
therefore.  beJ  considered  in  any  respect  whatever, 
responsible  for  the  repeal  of.  those  taxes;  and  it 
tnu^t  appear  very  extraordinary* that,  after  m  great 
majority  of  th^  nation  has  arc  long' unequivocally 
approved  that  measure^  it  should  now  be  brought 
forward  as  evidence  oi  the  incapacity  or  miscouo 
duct  of  that  officer. 

The  honoirable  gentleman  says,  the  inezecuttbn 
of  the  embargo  produced  its  vepeal,  dbe. ;  and  ^hat 
this  was  occasioned  by  the  BxectSitive  refusing  to 
accept  the  fneans  offered  him  by  Congress  to  en«> 
force  the  execution  t>f  it ;  and  strongly  ihsinuates 
all  this  wte  produced  'bv  the  iri'flaence  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  through  the^  Bxecucive. 
The  repeal  of  the  embargo,  Mr.  C.  said,  wis  a 
subject  on  wbicb  he  did  not  wish  to  enter.  It 
was  always  to  him  the  mosi  unpleasant  that  conld 
present  itself.  It  had  at  the  time  m^t  with  all  the 
feeble  resistance  .that  was  then  in  hispower(weak 
as  his  state  of  health  was)  to  oppose  to  it.  He 
considered  it  a  measure  which  not  onl^  damped, 
but  chilled  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  impressed 
a  stain  on  its  character,  to  wash  out  which  would 
probably  require  much  of  its.  best  blood.  It  was 
not,  however,  the  inejeecution  of  the  embargo  that 
occasioned  its  repeal,  nor  was  it  the  influence  of 
the  Treasury  or  filxecutive  Departments.  It  was 
the  fatal  panic  with  which  certain  members  in 
both  Houses  were  seized,  in  consetjuence  of  the 
clamorous  threats  of  the  opposition  in  certain 
quarters  of  the  Union,  that  produced  that  effect. 
The  plan  of  the  Executive  undoubtedly  was,  (as 
he  understood  it  from  himself  at  the  time,)  to 
continue  and  enforce  the  embargo,  combined  with 
the  non-intercourse,  until  the  extraordinary  ses-^ 
sion  proposed  to  be  held  in  the  following  May ; 
which  would  give  time  for  that  measure  to  have 
its  full  effect  on  the  belligerents;  would  add  but 
little  to  the  pressure  felt  by  our  own  citizens,  and 
would  afford  ail  the  chances  of  avoiding  war, 
arising  from  the  probability  of  those  Powers  being 
induced  to  rescind  their  unjust  edicts,  and  again 
respect  neutral  rights.  Should  this  faTorable 
change  in  their  conduct,  however,  iiet  take  pUee, , 


it  was  nndafsiood  to  be  the  ofihiioii  of  theBveetir 
tire,  tfiat  war  ought  then  immediately  to  suMevd, 
and  substitBter  the  emivargo.  The  nation  Chen 
would  have  beed  prepaied  for  the  evetit ;  its  for* 
hearance  would  have  been  suQoioAtly  eviaced;  It 
would  have  possessed  all  its  own  resources  imhoh 
paired,  and  bad  also  within  its  power  more  than 
twenty  millions  of  i\k€  property  &&d  freasares  be« 
longing  to  one  of  its  expeeted  enemies^  whieb 
might  justly  be  made  to  contribute  to  sapporc  tbe 
war  that  should'  be  thas  forced  upon  us.  '  The 
spirit  of  the  nation  was^  not  only  unbroieeo  and 
firm,  buC  rising  with  the  growing  danger  of  the 
cVis)s,  and  its  character  stood  high  at  home  and 
abroad ;  but  the  faul  proposition  to  lepcal  the 
embargo,  like  a  demon,  or  the  etil  genius  of  the 
nation,  presenting  iiseif,  paralyzed,  as  if  by  en- 
chantment, the  best  ooneer.ted  meaaufica,  and  diaai-^ 
pated  all  those  fair  prospects.  It  always  appeared 
to  him,  Mr.  C.  said,  as  pidciag  the  Natioiikl  Le* 
gistatore  (be  would  not  say  the  natidB>iB  (iia 
same  situatibn  that  the  unwacnuitalile  dftseriioo 
of  his  post,  in  the  day  of  danger,  would  pia«eMi 
iadividitiiik  •  He  had  often  been  aurprised  «t  the 
«<in]iei»tt8  attanipts  m»de,  in  and  out  of  Congress^ 
by  some  of  those  very  persons  who  voted  lor  the 
rqwal  df  the  as^bargO,  to  chaf|fe*  uojoslly,  ia  his 
opinion,  the  whole  responsibility  of  thM  meaaure 
on  the  Administnition.  But  he  could  not  com- 
prehtad  upon  what  ground  the  hondrable  gentle^ 
man  from  Virginia,  who  himself  intrpdueed  and 
supported  the  measofe^  could  at  this  day  expect 
to  transfer  the  t)dtum  of  it  to  the  Exeoutive  aoKi 
Treasury  Departmept. 

The  members  of  the  National  Legislature  are 
undoubtedly  aetfountable  to  tfae  people  for  the 
laws  passed  by  th^ir  votes;  and  it  must  be  witb 
a  very  bad  grace'they  ascribe  their,  enactment  to 
the  influence  of  others.  The  hoiiorable  gentle- 
nun  informed  you,  he  proposed  to  issue  letters  ef 
rtnarque  aad  reprisal'  as  a  substitute  for  the  ent^ 
bargo,  as  being  in  his  opinion  better  oaknlated 
than  that  measure  to  maintatii  the  honor  and 
p^omqte  the  interests  of  the  dattoa,  dbe.  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  understood  the  provision  alluded  to, 
in  a  sense  very  different  from  tbat  staled  by  tbe 
gentleman.  Its  trae  meaning  wMild,  bowever, 
be  best  understood  by  recuriring  to  the  provision 
itself.  It  is  found  in  the  11th  eeetion  of  thenon* 
intercourse  bill,  as  passed  by  the  Senate  in  18091, 
in  the  following  words:  >'That  the  President  of 
'  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is  author* 
^  ixed,  in  case  either  France  or  Qreat  Britain 
'  sliail  so  revpke  of  modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they 
^  shall  cease  to  violate  tke  neutral  cpumeree  of 
'  the  United  States,  to  declare  the  same  by  proe- 
'  lamation,  after  which  the  trade  of  the  United 
'  States  smspended  bf  this  act,  and  by  the  act 

<  laying  an  embafgo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 

<  the  poru  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and 
'  tfae  several  nets  supplementary  thereto,  may  be 
^  roiewed  witb  the  nation  so  doing,  and  ta  cmtim 

<  to  be  is$mdi  under  mdUible  pMgee  and  preoau* 

*  turns,  ktiereofnu»rqueand  repri8€U  agamst  tike 

*  natioti  theree^ter  conttmsing  %n  force  iU  unlaw- 
^fid  edicte  agamtt  the  cwnmerce  of  ike  United 
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'  autU9,^'  The  latter  pavt  U  the  pf4»rui98  alio- 
4ed  lo,  which  was  stricken  out  in  the  House  of 
Repraaeotative*.  It  is  dear,  said  Mf*,C.,  that  by 
this  provision,  no  authority  wts  InieDded  to  be 
ftven  tha^  President  to  issue  letters  of  marque 
aai  reprisal,  except  in  the  jeveiit  of  one  of  tbe 
two  great  beUigerents  reroking  .  its  unlawful 
dUeu,  aod  the  same  being  declared  by  proda* 
naiioti,  dke^  upon  whiah  ha  was .  authorized  to 
Moe  kciers  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  the 
other,  who  should  thereafter  continue  ia  force 
its  uiilawfal  edicts^  &c.  If  both  revised  to  re- 
▼ake  their,  edicts,  there  was  no  authority  to  be 
giTea  to  issue  letr^s  of  marque  and  reprisal 
against  either ;  and  io  that  evept,  the  proyision 
Miild  hare  been  a  dead  letter^  or  indeed  worse; 
as  its  menacing  appearance  inight'hAve  a  ten« 
deaey  to  irritate,  though  ii  was  in  uo  respect  cal- 
cabled  lo  make  any  serious  irapreseion*  It  ap- 
peared to  htm  at  the  lipie  a  verjr  extraordinary 
measnre,  and  the  most  impolitic  and  daug^erous 
that  caiild  hare  bean  proposeil,  and  he  would 
Taatore  to  aseet t,  you  might'  in  vain  search  for 
its  likenees  in  the  aanals  of  nations ;  it  Was,  in 
fact,  pouing  it  in  theipewer  of  one  belligerent  to 
deekre  war  for  you,  or  determine  when  you 
should  declare  it  against  the  oth^r;  ahd  at  the 
mme  time,  eoabling  the  othecr^who  w6uld  know, 
if  she  did  not  accede  to  the  terms  proposed,  war 
wooid  be  the  eoasequeace^-^  take  adrantage  of 
the  situation  in  which  you  would  place  yourself, 
and,  in  case  she  determined  not  to  reroke  her 
edieu.  make  the  first  attack  upaa  you,  when  3rou 
would  first  learn  sqcb  was  her  determination 
from  the  mouths  of  her  cannon,  by  the  seizure 
of  your  shipis  and  th^  bombardment  of  your 
lawns.  It  waold  a)so  be  hddiag  out  a  threat  to 
the  belligerency  which  would  be  more  likely  to 
enlist  their  pride  on .  the  aide  of  perserering  in 
their  measures,  thfo  to  iadpee  ihem  to  change 
them,  and  this  is,  eaid  Mr.  C,  the  very  wise  and 
importamt  mMWure  said  to  be  iateoded  as  a  edb- 
ttitote  l<»r  the  embargo!  ^  To  maitiiain  the  honor 
and  pronaoia  the  intewat  of  the  nation,  and  the 
rcjeeiiag  of  which  ooeasioned  the  British  Qo7* 
erament  to  disavow  the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Brddae  1"  Mr.  C.  said  he  could  hardly  persuade 
himeelf  that  the  honofable  gentleman  wa»  seri- 
ous in  this  statements  It  was  the  first  time  he 
had  ever  heard  any  importaace  attached  to  that 
measure.  It  was  ta  itself  too  crude  and  inoon- 
sittant  with  nai^al  policy  to. claim  or  receive 
public  notice  at  home  or  abroad ;  its  .existence 
was  probably  never  known  io  Great  Britain,  and 
iu  rf^ection  could  certainly  have  had  no  agency 
in  tbe  didovoval  of  the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Brskine.  The  premature  repeal  of  the  -embarjgo^ 
eombifihd  with  the  gjneat  eveois  then  unfohiing 
themselves  io  fiurope.  no  doubt,  prodtteed  the 
disavowal  of  that  arraogemcAL 

Among  the  many  extraordinary  materials  pressed 
iate  this  diseus$ien|  was  a  pamgraph  from  a  news- 
paper pahlished  in  C^ehec,  read  by  tbe  gentle- 
laao,  it  is  presumed  as  a  part  of  hit  speech.  This 
was  not  a  eomment  oa  the  President's  Message, 
(as  it  was  stated  hy  the  geatleman  to  be,)  but  a 


petty  efiort,  of  the  most  stupid  kind^  to  censure, 

S^anticipatioo,  what  the  writer  suppose^  the 
essage,  which  he  had  not  seen,  woii^ld  contain. 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  not  deign  to  reUMtrk  on  the 
contents  of  that  production,  nor  suily  the  discus- 
sions of  the  Senat^  by  again  bringing  before 
them  matter,  in  his  opinion,  so  indecorous,  as  well 
as  frivolous  and  irrelevant.  He  noticed  it  only 
to  .express  his  surprise  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, contrary,  as  be  believeif,  to  his  usual  prac- 
tice, should  so  far  descend  from  the  respect  due 
hirnself  and  the  National  Legislature,  as  tp  in- 
troduce on  this  floor  a  scurrilous  paragraph  from 
a  pettv  newspaper^  published  in  a  neighboring 
dependent  colony  of  a  foreign  Power,  the  object 
of  which  was.  to  reflect  on  the  proceedings, 
though  not  theu  kupwn,  of  his  own  Government. 

The  hoiforable  gentleman  has  (old  you  that  in 
^6j  when  your  population  was  but  about  two  mil- 
lions, you  had  more  than  forty-six  thousand  reg- 
ular troops  in  service;  and  now,  when  your  pop- 
ulation is  more  than  threefold,  and  your  pecunl» 
ary  resources  greatly  increased,  it  is  proposed  to 
rfise  thirty-five  thousand  only,  and  yet  an  alarm 
is  made  about  supportiufr  them,  dbc. ;  and  he 
asks  '^  If  we  are  at  tne  maximum  of  our  capacity ; 
and  whether  an  occfasion  does  not  exist  to  call 
out  a  force  as  great  as  our  capacity  would  enable 
usT'  &c. 

Mr.  C*  said,  according  to  the  information  he 
had  obtained  an  the  ^u^ect,  the  forty-six  thou« 
sand  men  in  service  in  17/6,  wei'e  not  all  reg-ular 
troops,  but  including  all  descriptions  of  troops 
theU  employed  under  public  authority.  He  could 
noty  however,  perceive  how  the  number  employed 
in  1776  should  regulate  the  number  now  to  be 
raised.  Tbe  ojbject  then  was^  to  shake  off  the 
shackles  of  slavery  that  enchained  the  people  of 
this  country,  ahd  were  about  being  ri vetted  on 
them  with  additional  severity.  It  was  a  great 
efiort  to  resist,  the  oppression  of  a  powerful  na- 
tton^  having  at  the  time,  and  claiming  the  right 
to  hold  the  actual  government  of  the  country ; 
and  possessing  a  disposable  force,  which  it  wa:» 
known  she  intended  to  employ  for  the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  country,  much  greater 
than  their  pojmiation  or  means  could  be  supposed 
equal  to  resist.  The  question,  then,  with  the 
American  people,  wa&  not  what  force  would  be 
necessary  to  bring  into  service,  but  what  force 
the  exertion  of  their  utmost  energies  could  op- 
pose to  their  powerful  enemy.  Such  is  not  the 
question  at  this  time;  no  one  denies  the  ability 
of  the  nation  to  bring  into  actual  service,  and  also 
provide  for  their  support,  if  the  occasion  required 
it,  not  only  thirty-five  thousand,  but  one  hundred 
thousand  mep.  Seven  millions  of  people,  with 
the  pecuniary  resources  of  this  country  properly 
managed,  could  not  be  really  oppressed  by  the 
employment  and  support  of  one  hundred  thou« 
sand  men  for  such  term  as  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  the  war  would  continue. 

But  the  question  now  ought  to  be,  what  num- 
ber of  troops,  and  of  what  description,  is  requisite 
to  accomplish,  in  due  time,  and  with  sufficient 
certainty,  fhe  objects  you  have  in  view,  and 
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woald  at  the  same  time  ocda«i(yti  the  l^st  puUi« 
incoBvenience,  and  prodcKse  the  least  pecaniary 
pressure  on  the  peopl;e.    To  determine  this  eor- 
rectty,  you  must  regulate  th^number  and  descrip- 
tion of  troops  you  call  into  service,  by  the  amount 
and  kind  of  force  to  be  resisted  or  subdued,  and 
not  by  the  capacity  of  the  nation.    There  is  no 
ground  to  believe,  fron^  the^  gentleman's  own 
statement,  the  force,,  to  be  opposed,  is  so  great  as 
to  require  the  utmost  exertions  of  the  nation.  We 
have  not,  therefore,  said  Mr.  C,  come  to  the 
maximum  of  our  capacity;  nor  does  an  occasion 
exist  ihat  require^  a  force  to  be  raised  as  great  as 
our  capacity  would  enable  us.    It  would  be  the 
worst  policy  we  could  pursue,  and  prove  most 
injurious  to  the  nation,  to  call  into  actual  service, 
at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  a  force  so  greatly 
beyond  what  the  occasion  demanded,  and  thereby 
waste  your  strength  and  exhaust  your  resources 
before  the  crisis  arrived  that  might  require  the 
exertion  all  your  energies.    It  would  seem,  said 
Mr.  C,  as  if  gentlemen  conceived  they  evinced 
their  patriotism  by  the  number  of  regular  ttoops 
for  which  they  voted  5  nothing  could,  however, 
be  more  fallacious,  nor  would  the  public  be  de- 
ceived by  such  a  delusion.    It  was  as  easy  to 
vote  for  100.000  men  as  f6r  10.000 5  but  the  people 
must  at  last  furnish  both  tfie  soldiers  and  the 
means  to  support  them,  and  the  nation  will  be 
able  to  determine  by  the. conduct  and  votes  of 
gentlemen,  on  the  ulterior  measures  that  may 
come  before  you,  whether  the  advocates  for  so 
large  a  regular  force  as  that  contained  in  the  bill, 
or  those  who  support  the  present  motion,  being 
disposed  to  provide  such  forces  and  of  such  descrip- 
tions only  as  in  their  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Government,  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
present  emergency,  and  could  be  most  usefully 
employed,  are  most  in  earnest  on  this  subject,  and 
will  ultimately  prove  most  firm  and  decided  in 
supporting  the  rights  and  honor  of  tbeit  country. 
Among  the  strange  doctrines  lately  advanced^ 
one  is  introduced  on  this  occasion  by  the  honors 
able  gentleman,.that  will  not  a  little  surprise  the 
people  of  America,  and  that  is,  that  the  accumu* 
lation  of  public  debt  is  df  no  great  importance  to 
the  nation.    The  gentleman  asked  if  any  one  felt 
any  benefit  from  the  paj^ment  of  fifty  millions  of 
the  public  debt  ?   And  observed,  to  pse  his  trwn 
words,  '*  the  increase  of  the  pdblic  debt  is  no  great 
bugbear,"  ic.    The  advantages  arising  from  ex- 
tinffuishing  the  public  debt,  said  Mr.  C.,  cannot 
well  be  mistaken,  and  must  be  felt  by  every  mem- 
ber of  society  capable  of  feeling  the  pressure  of 
public  taxes.    By  the  extinguishmeqt  of  fifty 
millions  of  your  public  debt,  Which  has  been  eu 
fected  by  the  operations  of  your  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  nation  is  relieved  from  thp  payment 
of  at  least  three  millions  of  interest  annually— a 
sum  more  than  the  proceeds  of  all  the  internal 
taxps— the  repeal  of  which  has  been  so  much  re- 
gretted by  the  honorable  gentleman.    Your  fi- 
nances are  therefore  rendered  as  productive  by" 
the  extinction  of  that  amount  of  debt,  without 
those  internal  taxes,  as  they  would  be  with  them 
had  such  debt  continued  unpaid ;  and  this  sum  of  < 


three  miHtons,  annually,  rematne  now  at  the  die* 
posal  of  the  Qoveroment,  m«y  be  applied  to  tba 
support  of  the  war.  in  ease  df  tocfa  evait)  and 
will  therefore  certftiblydimiiiisb,  by  that  amoant, 
thereveltue  to  be  annually  raised  from  tbe  people; 
#ou]d  they  not  therefore  be  sensible  of  thia,  and 
consider  it  a  benefit  7  But  it  seems  ttie  tocraaaeof 
the  public  debt  is  not  .nlaf ter  of  mueli  importanea 
to  the  nation !  If  tt  is  not.  said  Mr.  C^  what  is 
important  to  ttfe  nation?  'Are  the  peo^  to  be 
told,  that  to  augment  the  pitblic  debt,  which  they 
and  their  successors,  are  solemnly  pledged  to  re^ 
imbtirse,  which  is  an  encumbrance  to  its  full  es* 
tent  oti  their  .estataa  and  fk>ssessi<ms  of  ^ftrj 
kind,  is  fa  itself  of  so  little  consequence  as  not  10 
be  considered  of  much  importance  tOttbenation? 
Upon  the  same  principle  the  gentleoMo  might 
say,  that  to  impd^e  new  taxes  on  the  peopie,  to 
increase  their  iHirdens  from  time  to  tune,  until 
they  groaned  utider  the  preaaure,  wonld  not  be 
matter  of  ^^h  iipportaiipe  to  the  nation.  Is  tkut 
old  maxim,  for roerty  ascribed  to  thtt  opposiCM, 
^^that  a  public  debt  is  a  public  blesaing,''  and 
ence  sO  much  arid  so  justly  reprobated,' new  •fain 
brougtit  forward  and  soj^yported  by  profeMed  Re- 
publicans? Thifl basalways  been  considered  tiM 
rankest  doctrine  of  li^h-tobed  (eadeva  in  Federal 
times,  and  eamioe  fail  to  awaken  Ihe  poblic  mind 
to  investigate  the  views  ofiho«ewbo  advocate  it. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lsiii,  il  was  agieed  that  the 
question  for  fttriktag  oat  be  taken  by  yeas  aod 
nays  J  and«  oti  motion  by  Mr.  Campbbli.,  of  Teo* 
nessee,  the  Senaieadjoufnied. 

t.  TatuMOAy,  Decenab^  19. 

Tbe  PnE8ii»EiiT  eommunMiated  a  resoluttoa  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Yertaant.  confirm* 
inf^^  on  the  part  of  the  i0tata,  the  Pesowtioii  for 
an  ameadment  to  tlTe  Cooititation  respeotiag  ti<'> 
ties  0f  nobility ;' which  tras  read.  ' 

A  measage  frofa  Ihe  House  of  Bepreaantatiraa 
iK^fbrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  reeede  froaa 
their  disagreement  to  the  amend  meats  4>f  tlia 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entiiied  '^An  act  for  the  ap* 
portionment  of  Eepreseatathres  an^ng  tb^  aeve* 
ral  States,  according  to  the  third  enumeratioQ." 

The  Senate  resumed  ttie  bonsideration^f  tha 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  ^n  additional  umI* 
itaty  force ;  and  the  mocioa  made  the  17th  iaat., 
to  strike  out  the  word  "  tea,"  section  one,  Una 
tbree,  was  determined  in  the  neigative — yeae  19^ 
nays  SI,  as'  follows : 

fiAs^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradl^f,  Brent,  Camp^ 
ben  of  Ohio,  Oarapbell  of  Tennessee,  Oondit,  Craw- 
ford, Cotts,  Prankun,  Lambert,  8mtth  of  New  Yodt, 
and  WoTthingten. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bfbb{  Dana,  GaiUkrd,  OaD> 
man,  Giles,  GUman,  Goodnch,  Gregg,  Horaey«  HqwaU, 
Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pepe,  lUied,  Robinson,  T«it»  Tay** 
lor,  Turner,  and  Vanmm. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engroaaed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  datar- 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  approprktiag  a  sum  of  moaay 
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fyr  proeartoff  moDltioDs t€  war ;  and. on theqaet- 
tioD^  Shall  this  biH  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  afllraiatiye. 

The-Seiiate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  far  the  establishment  of  a  qaar- 
tennmster's  department;  and,  on  the  qvestioD, 
Bhall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and' read  the  third 
time?  il  was  detfrmined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fromtb^ 
Presideiit  op  TBfi  United  StATca: 
To  iht  Senate  and  Houte  of 

Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States.' 

I  lay  b^bre  Congress  two  letters  received  from  Cfev- 
smor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana  Territonr»  reporting  the 
particiilwfl  and  the  insne  of  the-eipedition  ander  his 
coauBand,  of  which  notice  was  taksn  in  my  canummi- 
calaoB  of  HovaiabartMi.,    - 

While  k  isiaep^  laiaented  tfasJt  sormaDj  vakuible 
ima  have  bean  losl  in  fhaaottfowhiBh  tadk  place  as 
the  TtkokiBMS  CoofasM  will  see,  wichMtisfiialioii»  the 
daanlleas  ^puH  and  £wtilpde wtorioailj  diaplayed  by 
avary  daacrqptian  of  the  tioons  engaged,  as  weU  as  the 
ooD^cted  firmness  which  distinguished  their  command" 
ar,  on  an  occasion  reqniriMg  the  fitmoat  exertions  of 
vaJor  and  discipline. 

It  may  reasonably  be  e^roected  that  the  good  efiects 
of  thb  critical  defeat  and  dispersion  of  a  combination 
of  savages,  which  appears  to  have  been  spreading  to  a 
greater  extent,  wiH  be  experienced' not  only  in  a  cessa- 
tion of  the  mnrders  and  depredations  committed  on 
oar  frontier,  bat  in  the  prevention  of  any  hostile  incar- 
siena  otherwise  to  have  been,  apprehended. 

The  farafites  of  tfaeae  brave  and  patiioiSc  oitiseips 
wiM>  have  fidlen  in  tbia  asters  oonfilet,  will,  doubtless, 
sAgage  the  iivonMe  attentian  of  Oongrsss. 

JAMSe  MADISON. 

W^ftamavroiar^  Dee.  lg»  1811. 

The  Mesaag^  ami  letters  r^^nred  to  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


F  VBATt  December  da 

Mr.  Gkaan,  Ifotn  the  coraaiittee,  reported  the 
hill  lo  rttae,  for  a  Kmtted  time,  ao  additieoffl  mil* 
itary  force,  eoritfcily  engrossed  ;'aiid  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled*  On  the 
qaestion.  Shall  this  hill  pass  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  2$,  nays  4,  as  follows  : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
ef  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Orawibrd, 
Cutis,  Franklin,  (TafllaH,  German,  Offanan,  Chregg, 
Honey,  Howell,  Le9>,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Read,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tah,  iViyfor,  Tamer,  VamtuR, 
•ftd  Worthingloit. 

Nats— Messrs.  Dana,  Oobdiiah,  HiHSlsi,  and  Lam- 
bsit. 

Co  motion,  br  Mr.  Oa&wpoao^  it  wms  agreed 
to  amend  the  title  of  the  bill,  by  striking  o«t  the 
worda  ^for  a  limited,  time.'' 

8»  it  was  Re9ol9edj  That  thia  hiU  pass,  and  that 
tha  tkle  thereof  be  '^An  act  to  raiae  an  addiliattfti 
military  force.** 

Mr.  OiLMAii,  from  theoomasittee.  raportad  the 
biUapjnopri^inBgaauaiiofiiioney  for  ptocuriag 
monitioiis  of  war,  correctly  eogroseed  5  and  the 
bin  was  read  the  third  time. 

Co  motion,  by  Mr.  Cajnwoai)^  ii  waa  i^ead  to 


postpone  the  farther  eonsideratioii  thereof  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Oilman.  fVom  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  qaartermaster^ 
department,  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  waa 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  fur** 
ther  ooirsideration  of  this  bill  mltil  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  rasawed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  anthoriaing  the  President  of  the 
Uttited'States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  spies 
or  ran^er6,.for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of 
the  United  Stateu;  and  the  bill  was  amended  j 
and  the  Preaidei^t  reported  it  to  the  House  ac* 
cordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  hiR  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as^ amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  re^^umed,  as  if!  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  extettdinff  the  time  of  certain  pa- 
tent^  granted  to  Rot»ert  Fulton  ;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  German,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  thereof  until  Monday  nexL 

Mr.  WoRT^HiNGTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Submit  R3trong,widowofMajorElijah  Strong, 
late  of  the  Army  ot  the  United  States,  on  behalf 
of  hersdf  and  three  infant  children  *,  stating  that 
her  husband,  while  in.  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  died  of  a  malignant  fever,  leaving  her  and 
his  children  in  very  indigent  circumstances;  and 
praying  that  the  hal^pay,  or  pension,  that  would 
nave  been  allowed  the  representatives  of  tl\e  der 
ceased,  had  be  died,  by  a  wound  or  wounds,  re^ 
ceived  in  ajotnal  service,  may  %e  extended  to  bar, 
for  reasons  stated  at  large,  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  jtable. 

Mr.  W.,  also,  presented  the  petftion  of  Aaaoa 
jSpaflTord,  stating  that  he  hath  improved  acertaia 
portion  of  the  public  land  near  the  foot  of  the 
rapids,  on  .the  south  side  of. the  Miami,  and  pray- 
ing that  a  law  may  be  passed  permitting  htm  to 
locate  a  quarter  section  of  land,  covering  his  im- 
provements, at  the  price  of  other  public  lands, 
when  exposed  to  aale;  for  reaaons  stated  at  large 
in  tha  petition. 

Mr.  W .,  also,  paoaented  tha  petition  of  Liewta 
Bond  and  ^thera,  lasiding  on^  the  Nbami  river, 
prafiag  thatth^  BMiy  be  confiraMdio  their  pa^ 
acasienaofcertaia  laiids  t^reta  meotioned,  for 
reaaons  stated  at  large  ta  tha  patitioa ;  and  tha 
petirions  were  aeverafiy  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  severall  v  referred  to  tha 
committed  appointed  the  14th  of  November,  10 
inquire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  prov^ 
ions  or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Monday,  December  23. 
Mr.  CoNDiT  presented  the  petition  of  Abran^ 
Ogdao,  of  I^BabetbtoWfi,  in  the  Stato  of  New 
l«vaaf ,  atpulajg  that  he  hath  eonatroclad  a  hot^  to 
be  propelled  by  steam,  at  a  coasiderabla  cxpenaa, 
aaa  praying  that  the  hill  Y'^dwg  in  the  Senate 
aa^thiaaabjactaaay  not  pais,  for  raaaoaaatatadaa 
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Ufge  ID  the  peuUoo  v  whieh  was  tmd^  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Seaate. 

The  Prebiobict  eoroiiHiDicated  the  repoit  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State  oq  the 
petitioa  of  Thomas  Browo,  referred  to  hts^on- 
sideration  the  2d  iastant ;  which  wa^  read. 
^  The  Seoaie  resumed,  at  in  Committee  of  the, 
Whole^  the  bill  exteadiDir  the  time  of  certain  pa- 
tents granted  to  Robert  Fult^  ;  aod,  on  motion, 
by.  Mr.  Crawforp,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
jConsideratioQ  thereof  be  pobtpooed  iintU  to-moK- 
row-  *     . 

TiTESDAT,  December  24. 

JAr.  German  presented  the  memorial  of  GouV- 
ernedr  Morris,  and  others,  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  for  the  consideration  of  all  matters 
relating  to  the  opening  a  can^l  navigation  between 
the  great  (^akes  and' Uqdson's  river,  praying  the 
co-operatioA  and  aid  of  Congress  in  ^he  contem- 
plated work,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the 
memorial ;  ^hich  was  reacL  and  referred  to  the 
jcommittee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  6th  inst^ 
the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Managers  of 
the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
the  addition  of  two  members,  to  consider  and  re- 
port ttheroon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Crawford  and  German  were  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. , 

The  following  Message  wi|s  received  from  the 
President  op  the  Umtted  States  : 
To  the  SemUt  ond  Hou^  of 

Rq^mntaHvesofike  United  States  : 

I  commufiieate  to  Congress  copies  of  afi  act  of  the 
Lcigiriatarv  of  View  York,  relating  to  a  canal  from  the 
great  Lakes  to  Hadson's  river.  In  making  the  com- 
monication,  I  consult  the  respect  due  to  that  State,  m 
whose  behalf  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  act 
have  placed  it  in  n^  hands  for  the  porj^se. 

The  utility  of  canal  navigation  is  universally  admits 
ted.  It  is  not  less  certain,  that  scarcely  any  country- 
offers  more  extensive  opportunities  for  that  branch  of 
improvements  than  the  United  States;  and  none, per- 
haps, inducements  equally  persuasive  to  make  the  most 
of  them.  The  particular  undertaking  osatemplated  by 
tkt  State  of  New  York,  which  msurks  an  honorable 
spirit  of  enterprise  said  eompiises  objects  of  natioiial 
as  wett  as  more  limited  importanoe,  wiUreeali  the  attea- 
tioji  of  Oongfess  «<>the  signal  advi^ntagas  to  be  derived 
to  the  United  States  from  a  geneiml  i^stam  of  internal 
commnnication  and  conveyance ;  and  suggest  to  their 
consideration  whatever  steps  may  be  proper,  on  their 
part,  towards  its  introduction  and  accomplishment. 
As  some  of  those  advantages^  have  an  intimate  con- 
nexion with  arrangements  and  exertions  for  the  gen- 
eral security,  it  is  at  a  period  calling  for  these  that  the 
merits  of  such  a  system  will  be  seen  in  the  strongest 
Ughts. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WASBiweTOK,  December  23, 1811. 

The  Message  and  doevments  therein  referred 
to  were  read }  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  tba 
biilatithoriziiig  the  President  of  the  Uailad  Statta 


to  raise  certain  ^sompatties  of  ran^rs  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and  the-  bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the,  blanks  were  filled.  .  Oa  OMtioii  by 
Mr.  WORTHiNGTOit,  It  was  agreed,  by  unanimoos 
consent,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting,  in  sec- 
tion' one,  line  eigh'L  of  tb£  printed  bill,  after  the 
word  ^^  necessary,''  the  foflowiag  words  :^  not 
exceeding  six ;"  an((. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  ^s,  and  that  (he  titla 
thereof  be  *^An  act  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of 
rangers  for  the  protection  of^the  frontier  of  the 
United  Slates."       . 

Mr.  G1I4IIAN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  eatttled  '-  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Buroham,"  reported,  it  without  amendmeat. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  readiog  of  the 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  quartermaster'B 
department;  and  the  blanks  were  filled ^  and,  on 
iriotion  by  Mr.  ^remt,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  un- 
til Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Oavpbell;  of  T^n^esiiee,  presented  th^ 
resolutioQfs  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, disapproving  of,  and  dissenting  from,  the 
kmendmeAt  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  June  19,  1809^  respecting  em- 
bargoes .and  commercial  restrictions:  also,  from 
the  amendment  to  the  Constitutiou  of  the  United 
States,  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  on;thel3ih  January,  IBOd^reapectiag 
the  removal  from  office  of  the  Senators  in  Ooii-< 
ffress  of  the  United  States,  by  a  vote  of  the  respect- 
ive State  Le^itilatures:  also,  from  theameiadaient 
fo  the  Consututioo  &i  the  United  Stat^  as  pro- 
posed by  the  Legi5lature  of  the  State  pf  Pennsyl- 
vania, April  3d,  1809;  "  that  an  impartial  tribunab 
may  be  established,  to  determine  disputes  between 
the  General  and  State  governments;'*  and  approv- 
ing of.  and  agreeing  to,  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  ^the  United  States,  proposed  bf 
Congress,  respecting  titles  of  nobility.  And  the 
resointions  were  read. 


FaiOAy,  December  27. 

The  PRBaioiiifT  communicated  the  memorial  of 
certain  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  Territory 
of  Miobij^,. stating  their  very  exposed  situation, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Indians,  and  requesting  the 
interposition  of  Government  for  their  proieotidnf 
and  the  memorial  was  Vead. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  memo* 
ri6l  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiatta  Territory, 
praying  grmHs  of  land,  respectively,  to  the  leffal 
representatives  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  asfeU 
in  the  late  action  under  Governor  Harrison's 
commandt  some  of  whom  had  heretofore  made 
locations  of  land,  partial  payments,  and  improve* 
menta  thereon;  also^io.eaoh  of  the  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  said  corps  suah  donation 
in  land  as  Congresa  may  deem  expedient  j  and 
the  memorial  was  i;ead. 

Mf.  QtiAMAii  presented  the  memorial  of  Isainh 
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TowBseM,  ftBd  others,  slttiiig  that,  ia  the  year 
1811,  the  iiiemorialitt8,at  great  expense,  kuilt  two 
boats,  Qoder  eoan^tioD  that  ihey  had  a  right 
thereto  by  the  existioip  laws  of  the.  Uoited  States. 
lav  the  purpose  of  plying  betweed  New  York  aocl 
Albany,  aod  which  thev  have  ilone  sBecessfqlly ; 
aad  pcajiDg  a  bi^  oo  the  sabjeet  of  steamboats^ 
now  berore  the  Senate,  mayr  not  pass,  for  reasons 
stated  al  large  in  the  memonalj  which  waa 
veadr  a&d  ordered  to  be.printed  for  the  iis6  of  the 
Senmce. 
The  following  Message  was  receiTod  frara  the 

PSBSIBBNT  OF  T^B  UlllTia>  8tAT£8: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RaprmenitUwegefihe  Umled  Staiee  .- 

I  lay  befers  GongMss  copier  of  rasolntiohs  ealeiad 

aHo  by  tfie  LsgislstQre  of  Penn^hmnia,  whioh  ha^e 

been  transmitted  to  me,  with  that  Tiew^  bythe'GoT- 

tmer  of  that  State,  in  pnisosace  of  one  of  the  said 


JAMES  MADISON. 

Wasuvotov,  Deeemher  27, 181 1. 

The  Message  and  resolptiops  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  , 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  memorial  of  Oliver 
fivmnsL  stating  that  the  memorialist  verily  be* 
litres  himself  tabe  the  ori^nal  proposer  of  steam- 
boau  and  steam-wagons  in  the  United  States, 
(I>octor  Franklin  only  excepted ;)  and  that  he 
conceives  his  patent^  dated  February  14,  1804, 
seeared  to  him  the  right  to  use  his  engine  for 
boats;,  mitls^  and  land  carriages,  and  praying  to 
be  left  in  fall  possession  of  those  rigb|»,  for  rea- 
sons stated  at  large  in  the  memorial  >  whioh  was 
read,  aod  ordered  to  Mi  on  the  table« 

On  motion,  bjr  Mr.  Lloto,  it  was  agreed  ibat 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  estab^- 
lishmeat  of  a  quartermaster's  4iepartment  be  post- 
poned ontil  Tuesday  next, 

Monday^  December  3CX 

Mr.  HowfiLi  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan- 
iel Smith,  naval  officer  for  the  district  of  Provi- 
d^pnee,  praying  additional  compensation  for  his 
services^  for  reasons  stated  at  large  therein ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee^  .to  consider  and ,  repprt  therebn  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Howei^l,  Qreqo,  and 
Bbadlbt,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  frpm  the  House  of  Riepresentatives 
infocmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  io^  force,  for  a 
farther  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled- 
'An  net  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers ;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  directing 
the  terms  on  which  thclattds.sold  at  public  sale, 
and  that  reyert  for  failure  in  payment,  shaU  again 
be  sold;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
reoee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bUls  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  {Missed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Batabd  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Trustees  of  the  Phikdelphia  and  WiU 
mingtoD  Steamboat  Company^  statii^  that  they 


ate  desirous  of  cstabUshing  a  daily  packet,  to  be 
propelled  by  steam,  to  ply  l^weeen  Philadelphia, 
Brandy  wine,  and  Christiann  creeii:  that  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  obtain  an  engineer,  who 
is  an  alien,  to  conduct  and  superintend  the  work, 
upon  being  admitted  to  receivea  share  of  the  net 
profits ;  that  a  boat  of  the  size  and  form  contem- 
plated would  be  subject  to  the  sam6  rules  and 
regulations  as  if  employed  in  the  foreign  or  coast- 
ing trade,  which  exclude  an  alien,  who  is  the  con- 
structor or  projector^.frotji  a  share  of  the  boat  or 
profits,  and  that  they  will  be  deprived  of  the  aid 
of  this  artist  without  the  interposition  of  Con« 
gress;  and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  n  seleet  committee,  to  coar 
sider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or*  otherwise^ 
aod  Messrs.  BATABn,<)o]lDiT,and  Howbll,  were 
apoointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th^ 
Whole,  the  bill  extending  the  time  of  certain  pat- 
ents granted  to  Robert  Fulton ;  and  the  bill  was 
ameMed,  and  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shalt  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  reada  third  time  as  amended  %  it  was  deter- 
mined, in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CAMPaBi4L,  of  Ohio,.f>om  the  committee  to 
whom  was  reierred  the  ^billj  entitled  '*An  act  to 
authorize  the  layiag  out  and  opening  a  publit» 
road  from  the  line  established  by  the.  treaty  of 
GkeenviUe  to  the  North  B^nd,  in  the  State  of 
Ohip,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Qommittee  of  the 
■Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Burnham ;"  and,  oo  the  qoaation.  Shall  this 
hill  be  read  a  third  tioie  ?  it  was  deternme((  in 
the  aegatHrer   ,  • 

Mr.  Br  AOLBT  submitted  the  following  mociott 
,ibr  consideration : 

Reiohedi  That  die  members  of  diis  House  will  wesr 
crape  on  d^  left  srm  fbr  one  month,  in  testimony  of 
the  nsli^at  respect  and  Sorrow  fbr  the  unibrtnnate 
psvfons  who  perished  in  the  city  of  BJehmond,  in  Yir- 
giais,  oin  the  .Aight  ef  the^sath  of  the  present  month. 

The  Ph£8iobnt  communicated  the  resolution 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Mississippi  Territory^ approving  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Qeneral  Govern menf  to-^ 
wards  the  belligerent  powers  ei  Europe,  and 
pledging  them^lves  to  *<  support  tb^  Administra- 
tion th^eof  in  its  efforts  to  obtain  justice  from 
offending  nations.''  The  resolution  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows': 

.  Resoked  by  the  Legulative  Council  and  Hot^e  of 
Repruentathee  of  the  Missiasippi  Territory ^  in  Gen- 
erai  Aeienfbly  eonioened.  That  the  embarrassments  and 
dflficutties  under  which  the  United  States  have  for 
many  years  labored  have  been  caused  by  the  injustice 
of  foreign  nations  and  of  domeMie  faction.  That  the 
late  and  present  Administratiotts  of  the  General  Gor- 
erament  have,  in  our  opinion,  pursued  a  wise,  impar- 
tial, and  just  oenna  Xemwtda  tibe  belligsrent  Pospers  of 
Easope,  and  such  as  ought  to  conciliate  and  anile  the 
aflsctuins  of  every  Amarkaa.  eMasiv  That  the  eoi& 
lespondenee  just  published  between  the  Am#rfcaa  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  Mr.  Foster,  the  9ritish  Envoy*  af». 
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fords  ad^tioMdi  and  eoachniva  endNioe  of  tiM  detenu* 
mttioi)  of  Groat  Britam  to  continiie  to  violate  her  moat 
aacred  pMgea,  to  trifle  with  the  Amerkajn  nation,  and 
to  persevere  in  a  course  of  unjust  anil'  hostile  measures 
towards  the  commerce,  the  Government,  and  tho  honor 
oC  the  United  States.  That  the  late  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  l^tates  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress  breathes  the  true  spirit  and  feelings  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  That  we  will  support  the  Administration 
of  the  General  Government,  in  its  efforts  to  obtain  jus- 
tice from  offending  nations,  with  our  lives  and  fbrtunes, 
and  for  which  we  pledge  our  sacred  honors. 

lUsohed^  That  the  President  of  the  Oouncfl  and 
Speaker  of  th^  House  of  Repreoentatites  be  re<iuestod 
to  cause  four  copi^  of  these  resolutions  t&  be  made  out, 
ofte  of  which  shall  be  transniitted  to  the  I^residMit  of 
tbo  United  Stales,  one  to  Hie  Pnrfdent  of  dm  Senate, 
one  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  .BepreMntatives^of 
the  Utiited  States,  and  one  to  ear  delegate  m  Congresa^ 
GOWL£SM£AD, 
Sptaker  oftkt  Hou$e  ofR^^ 
i.  MOJJTGOMPRY, 


T0E8DAT,  Dteember  31.       '' 

Od  niDlicm  of  Mr.  Lbib,  one  of  the  majority,  It 
was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  WH,  etititlcfd  "An  act 
for  the  rtttef  of  John  Burnhaiti ;"  and,  ob  motion, 
by  Mr,  GkiEtfO/tfae  f^irther  eon^ideratioB  thereof 
was  postponed  to  Thursday  ilext..  ' 

Mr.  BftAOLET  called  up^tbe  mottoa  m«de  yes- 
terday on  the  subject ;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was 
amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Re99ii^»dj  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
wear  crape  en  the  left  arm  for  one  month,  m  tea- 
timoay  of  the  eendolettce  and  sorrow  of  the  Sen-* 
ate  for  the  calaotttous  erent  by  which  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  State  of  V^rffinia,  and  so  maby 
of  her  oitiaeiia^  pertahed  bjc  ire,'  in  the  tity  of 
Richmond,  on  the  night  of  the  ^tb  of  the  praa- 
•Dt  moftth, 

ThePaasiDENT  commoiiMmted  the  iB«mocial  of 
tba  House  of  Represeutativea  of  the  Indiaaa  Tec** 
nilory,  apptovkif  the  coaduiit'  and .  praying  th# 
reappoia  tmem  cS*  Gto?ef  iid#  Hamspa.  And  ihJe 
mamorial  was  read.' 

The  pREaiUBiiT  also  eomoniBicated  their  mo* 
Baorial,  prayio^  Coogrets  to  admit  i;he  Tertitory, 
as  A  free*^  independeot  Stete^  into  the  Uoioii : 
mlao,  their  memorial,  prajiag  the  office  of  sb^iff 
mav  be  elective,  for  reasons  thereio  stated  at  large ; 
and  the  memoriaU  wei'e  read,  and  severally  re- 
fenrad  to  a  select  comepittee,  io  consist  of  &wb 
members,  to  consider  and  report  tiiereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise  -,  and  Messrs.  Wobthinoton,  Gbeqq, 
Leib,  Franklin,  and  Campbell,  of  TeoDessee, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 
'  A  message  from  the  Hoiiae  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bavo  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  acx  fimr  the  ravisioo  of  lormer 
coBfiniMUtoos,  and  weonfiro^Bg  eertaia  ckurns 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Kaskawja;  also,  a  biU, 
ootitM  ''An  aetprovidiag  for  thrmoro  eottveni- 
aaatakittgofaffidavita  and  bail  ia  eiril  eausea  da- 
patiding  in  the  eourte  of  the  Ui^ked  States ;"  ta 
which  bitb  they  danre  the  concurpenee  of  the 
Sffnate. 


The  bilb  last  broiatt>«  up  for  aoMwrraaeer  were 
read,  a  ad  passed  to  the  aeeood  reading. 

Mr.  FRAffCLfN  ^ri^aentod  the  resolutions  of  the 
Gkooral  Aesembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
approring  the  senttn^eats  contained,  in  thoMe»- 
sage,of  thePresident  of  the  United  Stales  to  Cou-^ 
gress  at  the  opening  of.  the  present  sessioii.attd 
readrtBg,  onaaimously,  that  they  will  cheerfully 
cn-operaie  with  the  General  Oovemment'  in  the 
prorin'pt  aad  effectual  exeeutionof  aueli  maasarea 
as  may  be  deemed  best  calculated  to  promote  tha 
it^tarastand  se^uK  the  uaioQ,  liberty^  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  Slates;  aad  the  raaola- 
tions  ^ere  read.' 

Mr.  GtLKAM,  from  the  aommittae,  rapoited  the 
htH  exti^adifkg  the  time  of  eertatn  ptttaala  granted 
to  Hubert  Folton  correctly  engrosaad^  aad  tha 
bill  was  read  the  third  timer 

On  the  qaestton^  Shall  this  bill  paatf?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative^— yeas  21,  naya-i, 
as 'follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Gampbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  CntU,  GsiQard,  Gil- 
msn,  ijh*egg,  Howell,  Hniilen  Lambert,  Leih,  -^olfia» 
SOB,  Smith  of  Mdrylsad,  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  ^t, 
Taylor,  Vtfnikm,  and  Worthington.. 

N  ATs-^Mestn.  Dana,  Frankhn,  Oeram,  end  Lleyd. 

I'he  bill,  entitled,  ^'  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  ^rther  time  the  first  section  of  the  act.  en- 
titled *'An  act  further  to  protect  the'  commerca 
and  seamen  of  th«  United  States  against  the  Bar* 
hary  Powers,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  to  c6i)sider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bbadlbt,  Llotd,  and 
Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing^  the  terms 
on  which  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  and  that  re- 
vert for  ftiilore  of  pay meni,  shajl  again  be  sold,'' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  rererred  to  the 
committee  appointed  thr  14th  November,  to  in- 
quire if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provis- 
ions or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands  of  the  united  Smtes,  to. 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Benate  resumed  the  bill  fbr  the  establfsfa- 
ment  of  a  quartermaster's  depiartment,  and 

Be»(^Ded^  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  titlie 
thereof  be  *^An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
qua'rtermaster's  department." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act 
to  aatborize  the  laying  opt  and  openinga  public 
road  from  the  line  established  bv  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville  to  the  Nbrth  Bend,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;''  and  "the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading.  ^  ^ 


TaoBBDaT,  JantMry  2,  i813i 
ThePajBaiDENT  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Set^retary  of  the  Navy  on  the  expenditures  and 
application  of  ihoneys  drawn  frbm  the  Treasury, 
from  the  1st  of  October,  1810,  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1811,  inclusive;  mad^  in  ob^sdtence  to 
the  first  section  of  the  act.  passed  3d  March,  1809. 
entitled  ''An  act  further  to  amend  the  several 
acta  for  the  establishmeat  and  negulattan  of  thr 
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Tremsory,  Wair,  tnd  Navy  D^parlmeiits.''  And 
the  report  was  read. ' 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  revieiott  of 
former  confirmations,  and  for  coofirrainff  certain 
claims  to  lands  in. the  district  of  Kaskaskia^'^  was 
read  the  second  time^  and  referred  to  the  com*' 
mittee  appointed  on  the  14th  November,  to  in^ 
qaire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provisfons 
or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposition  of 
tbe  pobiic  lands  of  the  Untied  Stales,  to  consideir 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
more  convenient  taking  of  affidayits  and  bail  in 
eivil  causes  depending  in  .tJ^e  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,'^  was  read  the  second  time. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Gbeqq,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  farthet  coBSMeration  of  the  bill  appropriating 
a  sam  of  momsy  for  DKooiuing  muqiuons  of  war 
b?  postponed  until  Monday  n^xt*   .     ^ 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the  lay* 
ing  oiit  and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  line 
enabli^bed  b^  tli^  Ti^aaty  of  Greenville  to  the 
North  Bead,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,''  was  read,  the, 
ikdid  time^  and  paased. . 

Friday,  January  3. 

The  PuaiDBNt  eosoMuuoated  the  report  of  the 
SecMary  for'  the  Depairtmant  ol  War,  made  in 
obedieaee  to  the  first  ^section  of  the.  aot^  entitled 
''An  aet  forthet  to  amend  the  several  apufor.the 
establishment  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,"  passed  the  thud  d^y  of  March, 
1800;  and  the  report  Wiaa  read^' 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  providing  for  ihe 
more  coMreaMii  tahinj^  af  afidaviie  aiM  bail  In 
ctTtl  eaoaee  depeodinff  in  the  coart*  of  theUaited 
Sutetfy^  was  refbrred  to  a  seteat  eonuaitteew  to 
•ovider  and  tepoic  (hereoBi  ftttd  htosrs.  BHad- 
LBx,  Goooaio^f  aad  Uvatw,  were  appointed  the 
eottinittee.    .. 


M0NOAT4  January  6. 

The  Paiainaiij  coiii^i];ii^cated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Departa;ieni  of  War  on  the  ex- 
penditiue  of  the  moqejrt  appropriated  for  the 
eoatlMeat  e^penaes  of  the  Military  Ssublish* 
nentior  the  jrear  1811,  exhibited  in  paraaance  of 
the  fifth  sec^ioa  of  the  aet  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1809k  entitled  **An  a<U  to  amend  the  seveial  acts 
for  the  ettablishmeat  and  regnlatipn  of  the  Trea)- 
snry,  Wai;  and  Navy  Departments*,"  and  the 
report  was  read. 

The  PsaaiDENT  also  commonfeated  the  report 
of  the  Seereiary  fbr  the  Departmeat  of  the  Trea«- 
«ary.  aade  hi  aimformity  with  the  sixth  section 
o#  the  aet  pamad  oa  the  lit  of  Ma^,  1810,  eali* 
tied  ^Aa  aet  ftxiag  the  eoaipeBsaitaa  aC  foblie 
Miamiers  aad  CoMitfe  reeidUig  on  thaeoaiitof 
Barbary.  aad  for  other  povpQiet ;"  and  the  report 
waa  veaa^ 

Mr.  8BftTH,  of  Me«r  York,  preteated  the  peta- 
tioa  of  William  SnlHran  and  others^  inhabitants 
of  the  Territory  of  Loaiataaa,  pravrng  tha  pas- 
sage of  a  law  which  will  admit  them4aft»    * 


is  deaominat^  the  second  grade  of  Territorial 
government,  for  reasoas  stated  at  large  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOToa'codMnanicated  a  resolution 
of  the  L^slature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  request* 
ing  their  Senators  and  Representatives  iii  Gon» 
gress  to  use  their  exertions  in  favor  of  a  law 
providing  for  running  and  designajtiog  the  north* 
em  and  western  boundary  lines  of  that  State ; 
also,  Iheir  rssolutisn  approving  the  vigilance  and 
proipptitude  of  .their  Representatives  in  Congress 
in  their  ssasoirable  appliostion  to  the  United 
Statee  for  a  supply  of  arms. for  the  use  of  the 
militia  of  that  fihate^  and,  if  the  object  is  not 
yetehtaiaed,  reqaesting  them  to  eontimie  their 
exertions  to  procure  the  same ;  and  the  reioln* 
tiaoa  wefp  i>ead. 

Mn  Llovo  ppssented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Hubbard,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  merchant, 
stating  that  be  has  a  very  krge  snm  of  money 
due  to  him  from  a  planter  in  Ihr  British  eoiony 
bf  Demarara,  arising  from  debts  contracted  prior 
to  theyear  1807.  'fiiat  in  the  year  1810,  for  the 
parpose  of  eecnring  the  ainoaat  of  his  claims,^  he 
-went  to  Demarara;  and,  ia  order  to  attain  that 
object,  agreed  to  receive  payment  bv  shipments 
to  this'  country  of  the  produce  of  inat  colony. 
That,  by  the  present  laws  ef  the  United  States, 
proUbtting  importations  from  British  colonies,  he 
1^  pra|:enM  firom  jreceiving  payment  as  specified 
above,  and  praying  relief;  aad  the  petition  was 
read,  and^referred  to  the  <y>mmittee  to  whom  was 
^fenped^oo  the  l^h  of  Novi^mber.  the  petition 
of  J.  and  B.  Phillips  acid  olhersj  tif  consider  and 
report' thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
.'  Mir.  Btaa  preseated  the  Mtitioo  of  Thomas 
Stresbiy  and  William  Streshly,  formerlv  collect- 
ors of  the  excis^  in  the  State  of  Keqtueky,  prav- 
ing  Comihissioners  may  be  appointed  to  settle 
their  accounts  with  the  United  States,  on  equiu- 
ble  principles,  or  that  tber  may  be  allowed  cer- 
tain credit  exhibited  -by  tae»,  for  reasoae  stated 
at  large  in  the  petition ;  wMeb  was  read  and  re- 
ferred 10  a  seleet  committee,  to  oonstder  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messw. 
BiBBy  BATAnD,  fkd  HottasT,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

1^ UESOAY,  January  7. 

Mr*  SaiTa,-af  liaryland,  from  the  committee 
to  vrhem  was  referred  so  maeh  of  tha  Message  of 
tbePresideatof  the  United  States  as  fefaile»to  the 
etasioasand  iafmctionsof  the  commercial  laws 
hereof,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  in  additioa  to  the 
aet,  entitled  ^An  act  supplem^tary  to  the  act, 
ea«itled  *An  aet  eoneerniog  the  comme^ml  inter- 
conrse  between  the  Uoitedr  Smtes  aad  Great 


Britain  and  France;  aad  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes  f'  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  -to  the  seeoad  reading. 

Mrr  VaairoM  preteated  the  petition  of  John 
Casts  «od  others,  inhabitante  of  the  iqwos  of  Ktt- 
tery,  filliot,  and  Berwick,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
ehussttL,  praying  the  bill  to  annex  the  toi^ns  of 
KKtery,  fitlmt,  and  Befwicfc,  to  the  district  of 
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Portamoath,  pending  hjefore  the  Senate,  mtf  not 
pass,  for  reasons' stated  at  large  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  conmittee 
appointed  the  9th  of  December  last,  to  consider 
the  bill  mentioned  in  the  petitiooi  And  report 
thereon.     . 

A  message  from  th^  Hooae  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  aot  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,"  with  amendments,  in  which  ihey 
desire  the  eoocnrrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  of  the  Home  of  Repranpnta- 
tives  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  aet  to  raise  aa  adr 
dittonal  military  fofoe,^.were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  fbr  the  nse  of  the  Senate  akd.  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entnled  ^Aa  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Bornham ;"  and  resolved 
that  the  bill  pass. 

The  ftrflowing^ Message  was'reeeivad  fjoooi  the 

PRE^IDBHT'  or  TBE  UNITEn  StATBS  I 

To  the.  Smote  and  Ihuse  of  ^  - 

RfpresentoHves  of  the  United  8taU$  f    • 

I  lay.  before  Congress,  for  their  information,  a  repeat 
of  the  Director  ef  the  Mint. 

JAM&8  MADISON. 

JAirbAaT  7,  1«12.  ,  . 

And  the  Message  and  repOTt  were  read. 

Mr.  SiftTB;  of  Maryland,  from  t^e  committee 
to  whom*  was  referred  so  moch  of  the  Messa^ 
of  the  President  of  the  Unhed  States  aa  reiiiteB 
to  the  eirasions  and  infractions  of  the  commercial 
lawd  thereof,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  s«ipfiteme»- 
tary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^A a  act  to  regolate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  Importaand  tonnage ;"  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  8. 

The  bill  in  Addition  to  the  act,  entitled  /'An 
act  sup^cmeniary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  «ot 
coaaerning  the  cemmei^l  intereourse  between 
the  XJoited  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  wad  for  other  purpoeas,?' 
was  read  the  second^ime.  •   . 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the act^  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  WoBTBiNGTON,  from  'the  committee  to 
whom  was  re/^rred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  a^ 
direetiag  the  tef  ms  oh  which  lands  sold  at  public 
Bale,  and  that  rerert  for  failure  in  payment,  shaH 
again  be  soid.^  rqwrted  it  without  amendm«it, 

A  m^ssaaefrom  the  House  of  Bepre^taiives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  hilL  entitled  ^*An  apt  amhorizing  the  purehase 
of  orananlie  «nd  ordnance  etores,  camp  equipage, 
and  other  quartermaiiter's  stores  and  small  arans^" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  «ei  la  empower  the  See^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  case  of 
the  ship  £Iiza  Aon,  belongin|f  -to  £zekiel  Huh- 
bel ;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  cooeurrence 
of  the  Senate.  The  bills  iaat  meotiooed  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  I'eading. 

Tne  Senate  proceected  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  RepMsentatiTes  to  the 


hill|  entitled  "An  «ct  to  raise  an  additional  mil^ 
tary  force:"  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
amendment  to  the  fim  section,  in  the  following 
•words:        .  i 

*<  Providedt  however.  That  commissioned  officers  for 
six  only  df  the  said  regiments  shall  be  appointed,  lux* 
til  three-fourths  of  the  privates  requisite  to  complete 
such  six  regiments  have  been  enlisted,  when  the  com- 
missioned officers  for  the  remainiiig  seven  regiments^ 
shall  be  appointed:"  .  " 

*  It  was  determined  in  th&  negative— yeas  3^ 
nays  24,  as  toUowa : 

Ykas — ^Messn.  Bradley,  Lambert,  and  Smith,  of 
New  York; 

Nats— Messra.  Anderaon,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Cutis,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Qer- 
man,  Giles,  Oilman,  -Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, Lpi^  Lloyd,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maiyland, 
Tdt,  Taylor,  Yamum,  and  Woithington. 

Go  the  q^^tioo  to  affree  to  the  amendment, 
by  adding  the  twenty-finh  section^  in  the  foUow- 
iog  words : 

<«  i;kc.  S6.  And  he  U  fwHhtr  «ftae^etf,'That  the  offi- 
cer^ who  may  be  appointed  in  virtue  of  this  act  shall 
respectively  continue  in  commission  during  anch  terra 
only  as  the  I^resident  shidl  judge  requisite  for  the 
public  service;  and  that  it  shall,  be  lawful  for  the 
President  tc  discharge  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
troops  which  may  be  raised  Aoder^the  authority  of  this 
act, whenever  ho' shall  iudgethe  BMasurs  oonsbtont 
vnih  ihe  puUie  wetthre  .^ 

'  It  was  determined  in  the"  negatire— yeas  1, 
nays  25;  as  follows ;    - 

TCA-— Mr.  Lamft>ert 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Oatts,  Dana,  FrapkHn^  GaiUard,  Getaian,  Giles,  OiU 
man,  Goodrich,  Hors^,  How^  Homer,  Leih,  LlojpdL 
Pope,  Bobinson,  South  of  Maryland,  BoMth  oi  New 
York,  TaiU  Taykr,  Vammn,  and  Worthiagton. 

Whereupan,  Rmhed,  That  the  Senate  agree 
to  all  the  amendmeMs  to  the  said  hill  exeepc  to 
the  proviso  in  the  first  se<5rion, -and  to  the  three 
additional  sections ;  to  which  they  disagree. 

The  pRBSinBMT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  6f  the  Navy, 
in  compliance  with  the  fifth  section  o^  the  ''Act 
rio  regulate  and'  ^x  -the  compensation  of  elerks, 
passed  the  21  st  of  April,  1806  ;'*  also<  his  report, 
comprehending  eontmcts  made  by  the  Nary  De- 

Jartment  during  the  year  1811 ;  prepared  in  obed- 
ience to  the  act,  entitled  "*  An  act  further'  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  Warrand  Nary  De- 
(mrtments.**    Aiid  the  reports  were  read.  ' 

^  T^HOHSDAX,  January  9. 

The  billy  entitled  ^^  An  act  MKhoriztng  the  puc' 
obase  of  ordnance  and  ordaaeae  etoraa,  imrnp 
equipage,  aod- other,  mmneraiaster^  stores  and 
small  ariBs,"  waa  read  the  eee6nd  time,  aad  re- 
ferred .10  the  commitiee  to  whom  was  refinte4 
the  8th  of  NoTember,  so  much  of  the  Message  af 
the  Preaideat  of  the  United  States  as  eonoems 
the  relaiioBs  hecween  the-  United  States  and 
Franee«ad  Ckeat,  Britain,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  . 
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The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  case 
of  the  snip  Eliza  Add,  beloDgiog  to  Ezekiel 
Habbel,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Ooodrich^  Lloyo,  and 
AJU9BRS01C,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  SjiiTB,of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  as  fekuee 
to  ihe  erasions  and  infiraettoat  of  the  commer- 
cial law»  ihecaof,  reported,  in  part,  a  biU  to  pro- 
hibit  xhm  impcrtattoa  of  rum,  tafila,  or  otheir  spir* 
itaoiu  liqoor,  distilled  from  s»gar  came,  sagar,  or 
molasses^  during  the  eontinoauce  of  the  act,  en- 
titled*^ Ad  act  coocerniog  the  commercial  in ter- 
coorae  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Pranoe,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for 
other  porpoaes."  And  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbale,  the  bill,  entitled'*  An  act  directing  the 
tetms  on  which  lands  sold  at  pablic  sale,  and  that 
rcTert  for  failure  in  payment,  »hall  again  be  sold." 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  lo  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  sapplemenury  to  the  abt,  entitled  'An 
act  concerning  the  commercial  iotereoarse  be* 
tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
Fraace,  and  their  ilependeocieii,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smra,  of 
Maryland,  it  was  agreed  that  it  be  made  the  order 
of^the  day  for  Monday  n#xt. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage ;  and  thie  bill  was 
amended;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradlgt,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  further  constderatiott  thereof 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Friday,  January  10. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iafqrmed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
all  liieir  aaaendmeiM%  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate, 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  raiae  an  additional 
military  force,"  except  the  second  of  the  new 
seetioas  proposed,  on  which  they  insist* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill,  insbted  on  by  the  House 
of  Representatires;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Popb, 
tbe  Senate  receded  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  said  amendment,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Nary  Pension  Fund ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  rum, 
taffia,  or  other  spirituous  liquor,,  distilled  from 
sugar-cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  eontio*- 
nance  of  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  concerning 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencie:!,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

12th  Con.  1st  Scss.— 4 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing;  the  terms 
00  which  lands  sold  at  public  8ale,anathat  rerert 
for  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin, 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  for  appropriating  a  sum 
of  money  tqr  procuring  munitions  of  war,  be  re- 
committed to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the 
bill,  and  who  have  under  consideration  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  same 
subject,  further  io  consider  and  report  thereon. 


.  MoNDAj,  January  13. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  wa;a 
referred  the  bill,  eatitled  ^  An  aet  authorizing  tha 
purchase  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp 
equinagt,  and  other  quartermaster's  stores  and 
small  arms,''  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  tha  memorial  of  John  Bio- 
rep  and  others,  on  printing  tbe  lawa^of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  upon  conditions  therein  stated ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Lbib,  Goodrich,  and 
H0R8BT  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The*  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act^  entitled 
^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^Ac 
act  conceroinjif  tbe  commercial  intercooi^  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes ;'  "  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pro- 
posed an  amendment  to  the  bill;  which  was 
read ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  it  was 
agreed  that  (he  further  consideration  of  the  bill, 
together  with  the  amendment,  be  poatTOoed  to, 
and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednes- 
day next. 

The  Senate  retuOMd.  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  reguUte  the  collection  of  da« 
ties  on  imporu  and  tonnage ;  and  Mr.  Llotd, 
proposed  an  ameadmenit  to, the  bill ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
coaaideration  of  the  bill,  together  with  theameod- 
meaL  be  postponed  to,  wi^  be  the  order  of  the 
day  lor,  W^Q^^l^sr-  next* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biU  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
rum,  tama,or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled  from 
sugar-cane,  sufar)  or  molasses,  during  the  con« 
tiouaiice  of  the  act,  entitled  ''Aa  act  concerning 
the  commercial  intercoume  between  the  United 
States  and  Greai  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  lav  before  the  Seaale 
a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  nun  imported  into 
the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30tb,  1811;  where  imported  and  from 
whence ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  until  Wednesday  n^t« 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilbb,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage,and  other  quarter- 
master's stores  and  small  arms,"  was  read  the 
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third  time  by  unanimous  consent.  On  the  ques- 
tion, Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  22,  as  follows: 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Dana, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Oilman,  Goodrich, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope, 
Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait,  Yamum,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

So  it  was  unanimously  resoiyed  that  this  bill 
pa*». 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  aet  to  alter  the  time  of  hold- 
log  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for 
the  North  Carolina  district ;"  in  which  bill  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Tuesday,  January  14. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Departmfnt  of  the  Treasury, 
exhibiting  the  sums  respectively  paid  to  each 
clerk  in  the  several  offices  of  that  department  for 
services  rendered  in  the  year  1811 ;  made  in  obe- 
dience to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  21, 
1806,  to  regulate  and  fix,  the  compensation  of 
clerks;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  district  couits  of  the  United  States 
for  the  North  Carolina  district,"  was  read  the 
second  tihie,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Franklin,  Horsey,  and  Lloyd,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Wednesday,  January  15. 

The  Presideht  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  Ckneral  relalive  to  public  con^ 
tracts  ;  also,  on  the  salaries  allowed  to  the  elerks 
of  that  de[mrtment  during  the  year  1811 ;  and 
the  reports  were  severally  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  rum, 
taffia,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled  from 
sugar-cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  act,  entitled  **Ad  act  concerninff 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  Prance,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,''  together 
with  the  amendment  proposed  tnereto;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Franrlin,  from  the  commKtee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  distrrc^  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  North  Carolina  district,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

Thursday,  January  16. 
The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 


for  the  North  Carolina  district,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed.  . 

The  following  Message  was  received-  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
7b  the  Senate  and  Hoiueof 

Repreteniatitee  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plentpotentiaiy  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  answer  of 
the  latter. 

The  continued  evidence  afforded  in  this  correspond* 
enoe,  of  the  hostile  policy  of  the  British  Govemment 
against  our  national  rights,  strengthens  the  considera- 
tions recommending  and  urging  the  preparation  of 
adequate  means  for  maintaining  them. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washikotoit,  January  16,  1812. 

The  Message  and  documents  enclosed  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  8(h  of  November  last,  so  much  ef 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
as  concerns  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  France  and  Great  Britain,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  five  hundred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senste. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  pRBeiDBNT  OF  the  United  States  : 
7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  ike  United  States  .* 

I  transmit  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  .Government  for  the  year  1811,  incur- 
red on  the  occasion  of  taking  possession  of  the  territory 
limited  eastwardiy  by  the  river  Perdido,  and  amount* 
ing  to  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-six 
doUars. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washiitotox,  January  15,  1812. 

The  Message  and  account  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  repiort  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  compfying  with  their  resolution  of  the  18th  of 
November.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Jahuabt  16,  181B. 

DirAnrxxTrr  op  Statb,  Jan.  16,  1812. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  requesting  information  on  cer- 
tain points  respecting  the  trade  of  the  United  States  to 
France,  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  President  that 
he  has  examined  the  files  of  this  J)epartment,  and  found 
no  precise  information  on  the  subject  of  the  said  reso- 
lution, which  has  not  been  heretofore  eonf  municated  to 
Congress.  That,  in  consequence  thereof;  he  applied 
to  the  French  Minister  for  the  requisite  inibrmatioB, 
who»  not  possessing  it,  referred  the  application  to  the 
Consul  General  of  France,  from  whom,  as  yet,  oothittg 
has  been  received,  as  will  m/ore  fully  appear  by  the 
accompanying  letters,  marked  A  and  B. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  it  is  generally  un- 
derstoof^  as  well  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Russell,  com- 
municated to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  as  from  other  sources,  that  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  to  France  is  subjected  to  very 
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wrere  restrictions;  bat  th«  precise  extent  and  nature 
d  them  is  not  distinctly  known  to  this  Department. 
The  instructions  of  the  Minister  jof  the  United  States 
al  Paris  embracing  this  as  l^ell  to  other  subjects,  com- 
mimioatioDs  from  that  aouree  may  ^oon  ft^rnish  mora 
partieolar  information.  An  expectation  of  the  speedy 
anriTal  of  despatches  from  France,  together  with  a  hope 
that  the  French  Consul  General  would  have  been  ena- 
bled to  throw  some  light  upon  the  inquiry,  have  caused 
the  postponement  of  this  report  "until  the  present  time. 
JAMES  MONROE. 


BspAmTXXKT  or  Statb,  Jan,  4, 181S. 

8im :  When  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  submit  to  yon 
a  copy  of  the  lesolution  df  the  Senate  of  the  United 
8t«tM.  of  the  18th  of  November  last,  asking  informa* 
tioB  as  to  the  commercial  regulations  of  France,  as  they 
^plied  to  the  trade  of  this  country,  you  told  me  that 
it  was  not  then  in  your  power  to  give  predse  inform- 
ation as  to  these  regulations,  but  that  you  would  obtain 
it  for  me  from  Mr.  Lesoallier,  His  Imperial  Majesty's 
€U>nsul  General  in  Philadelphia.  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  inquire  whether  Mr.  Lescallier  has  made  a  report  to 
yon  on  this  subject ;  and  if  he  has,  to  request  thai  you 
will  famish  me  with  the  result,  as  soon  as  your  con- 
venience will  permit.    I  have  the  honor,  dbc     < 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mr.  SxmmuniKB,  dec. 

B. 

WjLsaiiroTOir,  JitntMO^  5, 1813. 

Sim:  The  documents  for  which  the  Senate  called 
Upon  you  not  being  in  my  possession,  in  cooaequence 
of  the  deare  you  manifosted  to  obtain  them  from  me, 
I  charged  the  Consul  General  to  procure  them  for  me. 
I  have  not  yet  received  his  answer.  It -would  not  be 
extraordinary  if  Mr.  Lescallier  should  not  have  the 
tutttt,  inmnnch  as  it  is  of  little  use  to  the  French  in 
this  oo«Btry.  But  I  wrote  to  Paris  at  the  time  of  our 
first  conTersatioB  on  this  subject. 

I  will  immediately  renew  my  applicatioa  to  the  Con- 
sol  General,  and  from  whatever  source  I  may  derive  the 
information  required,  I  will  hasten  to  transmit  it  to  you. 

I  beg  you»  sir,  to  receive  the  assurance  of  my  high 
eonsideration. 

The  Minirter  of  France:   .         SERRURIERc 

IAt.  Moiraox,  dec 

The  MesMge  and  report  were  read. 


Friday,  January  17. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Moses  Austin  and  John  R. 
Jones,  r^orted  a  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Aus* 
tin,  John  Riee  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others, 
into  a  company,  by  the  name  of  the  Loaisiana 
Lead  Company  i  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  cer- 
tain volunteer  military  corps;"  in  which  they 
request  the  concurtenee  of  the  Senate.  The)r 
have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled '^Alii  net  ler  the  esubfithment  of  a  qoarttr- 


masteHs  departm^U,"  with  amendments ;  in  which 
tbev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

'the  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
were  read ;  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  np  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  ti^  second  reading* 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  ai\d  referred .  to  a  select 
commiUee,  to  consist^  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Franklim,  Var- 
NUMr  An DBRaoif,  Bradley,  and  Smith  of  Mary* 
knd,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Goodrich,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  nilK  entitled  "An  act  to  empow- 
er the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the 
£ase  of  the  ship  Kliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel 
Hnbbel„"  reported  it  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  of  thb  Unitbd  States  :, 
To  the  SenaU  and  House  of 

MepreBentaiivu  of  the  Untied  Statee,- 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Envoy  Extra* 
ordinaiT  and  Minllter  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  answer  of  the  latter. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

WAsanroTosTi  January  17,  1812.  , 

The  Message  and  documents  enclosed  were 
read. 


Monday,  January  20. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  Mos^  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  in  a  com- 
pany, was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  made  the  order  of  .the  day 
for  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  quartermaster's  department  ;"•  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  nexu 

TuESDAy,  January  21. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
13th  instant,  '*  requiring  a  statement  of  the  quan- 
tity of  rum  imported  into  the  United  States  dur^ 
ing  the  year  ending  September  30, 1810;"  and 
the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in 
compliance  with  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to 
regulate  and  &i.  the  compensation  of  clerks,  passed 
the  21st  of  April,  1806,  exhibiting  the  names  of 
the  clerks  employed  in  the  Department  in  the 
year  1811,  with  the  .sums  allowed  to  each ;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th^ 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate'  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,  together  with  the 
anendments  proposed  thereto  ^^  and,  on  the  ques*. 
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tioo  to  agree  to  the  amendment  io  be  inserted  at 
the  end  of  the  foorteenth  line,  in  the  following^ 
words :  **  unless  the  claimant  or  elaimai^ts  shall 
'  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  before  tiie  collector  of 
'  the  port  where  the.  property  may  be,  that  the 

*  invoice  or  ioToices  have  neither  been  received 
'  by  him  or  them,  nor  by  any  other  person  for  his 

*  or  their  use  or  behalf:"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative— *yeas  21^  nays  1^  as  follows : 

Ts AS— Messrs.  Bibb^  Bradley,  Oatts,  PnaiUin,Oail- 
lard,  Greraisn,  GUman,  Goodrich,  Heraej,  HeweU» 
Htmter,  La»bert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  Mai^^ 
land.  Smith  of  New.  York,  Tait»  Taytor,  Yaniam,  and 
'Werihfaigtonp 

Nat*— Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessea. 

And  ^he  bill  havinpf  been  farther  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 
On  th«  qneation,  0hall  this  bill  foe  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cmnmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  empower  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  deckle  on  the  case 
of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel  Hob- 
bel,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  having 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  thd  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
rum,  taffia,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  disiiHed 
from  the  sugar  cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  con- 
cerning the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes^"  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whote 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Charlotte  Haz^n,  re* 
ported  a  bilf  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropri- 
ated for  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia )"  which  was  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Rbed  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Btsohed,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be 
<lirected  to  lay  before 'this  House  a  statement,  so  far 
as  the  same  may  be  practicable,  exhibiting  the  number 
of  ships  an()  vessels,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage,  and 
the  several  kinds  of  merchandise,  being  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufieusture  of  the  United  States  or  Ter* 
ritories  thereof,  exported  from  thence  to  any  port  or 
place  in  France  subsequent  to  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees ;  stating  distinctly  ^e  duties  pay- 
able in  the  ports  of  France  on  eaCh  artide,  before  and 
since  the  repeal  of  said  decrees. 

Wednesday,  January  22. 
The  bill  supplemementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
^An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropri- 
ated for  the  refugees  fronfk  the  British  provinces 


of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  read  the  aec-. 
ond  time^ 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  tho'vommiltee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^Aa  act  to  em* 
power  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on 
the  case  of  the  ship  BKza  Ann,  belonging  to  E^a- 
kielHubbeV correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Resohedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmentS| 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^An  act  to  empower 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the 
case  of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel 
Hubbel,  and  the  case  of  the  ship  Mary  and  Fran- 
ces, belonging  to  Nathaniel  <jk>ddard." 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  hwm  the  committee,  reported  Ike 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "^An  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  dnties  on  imports  and 
ton  naee,"  correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  consideratiott 
thereofpostponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  FBANKLiN  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Qovernor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina^  with, 
an  authenticated  copy  of  an  act  of  the  (xeoecal 
A^seipably  of  that  State,  ratifying  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  pc^oposed 
by  Congress  to  the  Legislatures*  of  the  several- 
States^  relative  to  titles  of  nobility ;  and  the  letter 
and  act  were  read. 

Mr.  Bayasd,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  promote 
the  progress  of  soience  and  useful  arts  by  secur- 
ing,  for.  a  limited  time,  to  inventors,  the  ex- 


clusive   right    to  their   respective  discoveries; 

bill 
reading. 


and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 


The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day by  Mr.  R^ed;  and  the  motion  having  been, 
am^ded^  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for^ 
the  second  Monday  in  February  next. 

The  following  lifessage  was  received  from  the 

PRBetDBNT  OF  THB  UMtTBD  SvATfiS :     ^ 

To  ike  Senate  and  Houiee  af 

Repreeentativetofihe  United  ^tata  ,- 
At  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jereej,  I 
communicate  to  Congress  copies  of  its  resoluttons  Uraos- 
mitted  bv  the  Governor  of  that  State. 

JAMES  MAIMUBOK. 
JAHUAmx  22,  1812. 

The  Message  and  resolutions  therein  referred 
to  were  read. 

Tbdrsday,  January  23. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  ol  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  establishment  of 
a  quartermaster's  department ;"  and.  the  further 
consideration  thereof  ^was  postponed  until  to- 
morroi^. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  concerning  tlie  commercial .  intercourse  be-^ 
tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and. 
France,  and  their  dependeoeies,  and  for  other  pur- 
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pcw<B>"  tocetherwitfa  the  ftoneidmeot  proposed ; 
and,  bayinff  agreed  thereto,  the  Prbsiobnt  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  questieo,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  wa&  deter- 
flained  in  the  affirmative*. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
mm,  taffia,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled  from 
sugmr^cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  contin- 
tUBce  of  the  «ct)  entitled  '^  An  act  concerning 
the  eommereial  intereourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Gkeat  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purpQse&;"  and  the  bill 
having  been  aoMnded,  the  Prbsimbnt  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  billbe  engrossed, 
«nd  read  a  third  time  as  aineaded  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 


Friday,  January  24. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Re^esentatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  theesubliskment  of 
a  qnariermaster's  department;  and  the  further 
cnnstderation  thereof  was  postponed  to^aod  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  nexu 

The  bill  to  promote  the  pfogress  of  science  and 
tisefal  aits  by  secoriof ,  for  alimiled  time,  to  in- 
Tentors,  the  exduaive  right  to  their  respective 
diieoveries,  was  read  the  secpnd  time,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  eommittee,  reported  th^ 
hill  in  addition  to  the  act^  entitled  '*  An  act  sup- 
pleiDentary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  concern- 
•ng  the  eommereial  intercourse  between  the  Uni* 
ted  Statcaand  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  and 
iheir  dependencies,  and  for  othe<  purposes,''  cor« 
Teetly  eogroased.  And,  on  motion  by  A^r.  Llotd. 
the  Ibrther  conaideration  thereof  was  postponed 
ttnfii  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Li«0TD  preaented  the  memorial  of  Board- 
man  and  Pope,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  residents  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of 
Mawaehnsetts,  i^presenttng  that  they  are  owners 
of  the  ship  American  Hero  and  her  cargo,  con- 
aisting  of  the  products  of  India,  purchased  at 
Madras  and  Calcutta,  not  being  informed  of  the 
passing  and  enforcement  of  the  non^importation 
aet,  by  which  their  mid  ship,  with  her  careo,  is 
BOW  prohibited  from  entering  the  porto  of  the 
United  States,  and  praying  she  may  be  permitted 
to  return  to  Boston  with  ner  cargo,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
26th  of  November,  on  the  memorial  >of  Howard, 
Fitch,  and  Lloyd,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  hill  or  otherwise. 

Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Bradlsy,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue 

tn  force  for  a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the 

act,  entitled*  An  act  further  to  protect  the  com- 


merce and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against 
the  Barbary  Powers,"  reported  it  without  ampnd* 
ment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Fhanklin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  (h^  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  accept  and 
organize  certain  volunteer  military  corps,**  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  .whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Trustees 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Wilmington  Steamboat 
Company,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  enrolling 
and  licensing  of  steamboats;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '^  An  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage.'' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bayard, 
Llotd,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senat)B  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  establishment  of 
a  quartermaster's  department." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lei9,  the  bill,  together  with 
the  amendments,  was  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  GhLCS,  and  Leib, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  PRiaiDBNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  moneys  expended 
during  the  year  1811,  for  the  discharge  of  miecel- 
ianeous  claims  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  a 
statement  of  the  contracts  made  during  that  year, 
by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  the  letter  and  accompanying  doc- 
umenu  were  read. 


TiJE^DAY,  January  28. 

The  bill  respecting  the  enrolling  Rod  licensing 
of  steamboats  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act.  entitled  '  An  act  concern- 
ing the  commercial  intercourse  between  Jhe  Uni- 
ted States  and  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes;''  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oilman,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 10,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

Yais— Hmms.  Bayaid,^  Bradley,  Oerman,  Giloian* 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Tait. 

Nats— Messrs.  Ander^n,  Bibb,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  GUes,  Gr^g,  Howell,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tayfor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 
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On  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd.  to  postpone  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Monday 
in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tiTC — yeas  27,  nays  2,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Mesm.  Anderson^  Bayard,  Bibb,  'Bradley, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, I^tambert,  Leib,  Llord,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Vamum  and  Worthington. 
"  Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed  oh  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  establish- 
ing a  land  office]  and   the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled ^  An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  Btates  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  th^  day  for,  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  ^'  An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refugees 
from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,"  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereonf'and Messrs. 
Bradley,  Franklin,  and  Qrego,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Wbdnbsdat,  Janaary  29. 

The  bill  establishing  a  land  oflS6e  was  read  the 
second  time. 

A  messafi^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled*^ An  act  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment,"  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Leib!  presented  the  memorial  of  Matthew 
M'Connell  and  others,  a  committee  on  behalf  of 
the  8urvivin|r  ofl^ers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  of 
the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  the  immediate 
decision  of  Congress  on  the  application  of  the 
said  officers  for  remuneration  for  services  during 
the  said  war  \  and  the  men^orial  was  read. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee.' 

Mr.  Giles  rose  and  opposed  at  length  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House,  reserving  to  himself 
the  privilege  of  acting  on  the. proposed  amend- 
ment according  to  the  result  of  further  reflections. 
He  believed  the  bill  would  be  productive  of  no 
practical  efficacy.  It  proposed  a  force  which  could 


not  be  raised;  and  if  raised,  from  the  abort  period 
of  its  service,  in  the  event  of  serious  boatilities, 
would  be  utterly  incompetent  to  effect  the  objeels 
of  those  hostilities.  The  bill  would  be  inopera- 
tive, because,  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and 
Vermont,  (and  he  presumed  in  other  States,)  no 
power  or  provision  existed  by  which  these  vol- 
unteers could  be  commissioned,  so  as  to  perform 
the  contemplated  service ;  and  if  the  Qovernment 
were  deprived  of  the  volunteers  in  MassachoMtts 
and  Vermont,  he  did  not  know  where  they  couM 
obtain  volunteers  for  the  object  which  be  Mieved 
all  branches  of  the  Government  had  in  view.  He 

I)resumed  that  the  system  of  volunteers  was  the 
avorite  system  of  the  Government;. and  ibis  he 
inferred  from  their  having  recommended  to  the 
other  House  the  raising  often  thousand  regulara 
only. -and  from  the  Message  of  the  President,  seat 
in  alter  both  Houses  had  passed  the  bill  for  rais* 
ing  twenty-five  thousand  regulars,  and  communi- 
cating the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Foster  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  as  a  ground  for  urging  Congress  to 
persevere  In  the  preparations  they  were  engaged 
in  making.  The  President  must,  therefore,  have 
deemed  a  volunteer  force  essential  for  .the  eon* 
templated  service.  And  here  he  observed  be 
thought,  if  his  correspondence  with  the  British 
En vov,  which  afforded  evidence  of  ^*  continued 
hostility"  towards  us,  furnished  matter  of  auffi* 
ctent  importance  to  press  upon  Congress  the  ntil- 
ity  of  hastening  their  measures  of  preparation, 
that  the  other  business  of  the  Dep^^ment  of  State 
might  have  been  allowed  to  repose  long  enough 
for  a  reply  to  have  been  made  to  Mr.  Foster,  be« 
fore  nearly  a  month  had  elapsed  after  the  date  of 
his  letter.  He  did  not  advert  to  this  circumstattee 
from  any  want  of  respect  to  this  Government : 
he  should  always  treat  them  with  the  biehest 
respect.  He  should  prefer  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  the  volunteers  to  twenty-five  thousand, 
rather  than  the  retention  of  the  fifty  thousand, 
beeaase  it  would  increase  the  momentum  of  ac- 
tual force,  and  decrease  the  expenses,  about  which 
so  much  has  been  said.  Surely,  he  said,  he  did 
not  mean  that  it  would  not  increase  the  momen- 
tum of  force  proposed  by  the  other  House,  but  that 
proposed  by  the  Executive.  The  Executive  had 
asked  for  ten  thousand  regulars,  and  fifty  thou- 
sand volunteers — in  ail,  sixty  thousand  men.  The 
other  .flouse  had  agreed  to  give  him  eighty-five 
thousand.  The  proposed  amendment  would, 
therefore,  bring  the  quantum  of  force  down  near- 
ly to  the  Executive  requisition.  But  the  bill  pro- 
posed a  force  which  would  be  utterly  inefficient, 
as  all  other  volunteer  bills  had  been.  The  returns 
under  the  thirty  thousand  volunteer  law,  passed 
two  or  three  years  ago,  were  so  few,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  did  not  register  them.  He  asked, 
how  efficient  could  that  species  of  force  be,  of 
which  the  Chief  Magistrate  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  have  a  record  kept !  It  was  only  a  for* 
midable  display  of  armies  on  paper — a  tender  of 
services — whicn  onl^r  produced  very  handsome 
replies  from  the  President.  He  did  not  censure 
4he  Secretary  of  War  or  the  President ;  very  far 
from  it ;  the  defect  had  been  in  the  law.    He  beg- 
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f«d  geBtlenen  to  look  serioinlv  at  tbe  subject. 
If  a  war  should  ensue,  it  must  oe  a<  serious  one. 
The  fespoDsibility  attached  to  Coo|rres8  of  placing 
an  adequate  force  in  the  hands  of  the  President 
for  the  war.  But,  if  they  passed  a  la^w  which 
woold  ^ye  the  President  onlj  a  nominal  force, 
totally  incompetent  to  effect  any  desirable  obiect, 
be,  for  one,  should  be  unwUlrng  lo  take  any  share 
of  responsibility  on  himself. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  been  reproached  the  other 
day  with  a  preference  of  reinilars  to  Tohmteers ; 
and  Tolonteers  were  said  to  be  more  congenial  to 
the  ConstitutioQ  than  regular  armies.  He  said 
that  Tolonteers  were  not  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
stitution at  all — they  had  never  been  recommend- 
ed by  Qeneral  Wasbinoton,  and  no  law  had  been 
passed  to  raise  volunteers,  until  the  year  after  that 
great  man  left  the  Admin istriitioo.  They  were 
an  invention,  a  theory  of  modern  days.  The 
Constitution  had  authorized  armies  without  re- 
striction ;  the  only  restriction  at  least,  was  to  the 
time  for  which  appropriation  for  their  support 
could  be  made.  And  with  respect  to  (he  assertion 
that  the  Constitutioii  never  meant  to  sanction  the 
idea  of  offensive  war,  he  asked  whether  it  could 
not,  for  one  moment,  be  supposed  that  the  wise  fra- 
raera  of  that  instrument,  knew  that  Canada  and 
Florida  existed  on  our  borders?  He  said  those  vir- 
toooa  and  patriotic  men  had  roo  much  wisdom 
to  restrict  Congress  to  defensive  War.  The  idea 
was  absurd ;  it  was  one  of  the  friritful  visionary 
DotioDs  of  the  dajr.  Mr.  G.  objected  to  this  bill, 
because  be  feared  it  was  intended  to  super^de  the 
army.  Before  he  proceeded  to  demonstrate  its 
inemciency,and  the  impolicy  of  short  enlistments, 
he  would  notice  one  or  two  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  proceedings  at  this  session.  He 
knew  that  the  world  had  ^n  very  busy  in.  ascri- 
l»o^  to  him  motives  of  hostiiitv  to  the  Adminis- 
tration. What  was  the  btctl  The  measures 
whieh  be  bad  advocated  would  protect  the  Ad- 
ministration. The  time  was  coming  when  its 
efaaracter  would  be  tested ;  and  surely  efficient 
measures,  for  trying  times,  would  best  bring  its 
real  character  to  light.  But'  the  language  which 
had  been  indulged  in  abroad,  and  here  too^  was 
calculated  to  subvert  the  freedom  of  discussson 
and  deliberation  in  this  body.  If  a  legishture 
were  of  any  use  at  all,  it  Was  to  exercise  its  own 
judgment,  and  aid  the  other  functionaries  of  the 
Government,  accordiDg  to  the  best  result  of  that 

i'udgment,  formed  upon  a  mature  deliberation. 
>esert  the  standard  of  your  own  judgment,  Mr. 
President,  and  where  will  you  find  fidelity  in  any 
other  standard  ?  You  are  always  certain  that  it 
is  faithful ;  but  you  are  not  so  with  respect  to  the 
judgment  of  your  friends.  He  disclaimed  the  idea 
of  subscribing  to  the  infallibility  of  any  men. 

If  such  dodrine  can  be  adopted  it  was  ooly>  ne- 
cessary for  this,  or  that  man,  to  point  to  his  fa- 
vorite measures,  and  they  must  be  agreed  to. 
whether  right  or  wrong.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood the  favorite  motto  of  the  Republicans  to 
be  "  measures  and  not  men,'^  hot  this  doctrine  is 
now  inverted.  You  have  only  to  look  at  the  man, 
and  applaod  or  condemn  the  measures.    Tbe  man 


himsejf,  and  not  the  measures,  constitute  the  test 
of  their  wisdom.  He  never  would  abandon  him- 
self to  such  a  principle;  and  in  supporting  any 
measure,  shoula  follow  tbe  dictates  of  his  own 
iudgment,  if  he  stood  alone  and  were  certain  of 
being  overwhelmed  by  popular  clamor.  He  could 
rely  upon  his  own  judgment;  but  he  could  not 
upon  popular  opinion,  which  was  as  variable  aa 
the  wina.  But  though  he  had  thus  condemned 
the  authority  of  names,  he  would  shelter  himself 
under  a  great  name,  on  the  occasion.  In  his- 
youthful  political  days,  he  did  not  now  hesitate  to 
confess,  he  had  distrusted  General  Washington  as 
a  statesman,  he  had  never  doubled  his  patriotism, 
or  his  talents  as  a  soldier.  But  when  he  had  felt  a 
want  of  confidence  in  this  great  man,  as  a  states- 
man, he  had  little  expenence ;  he  was  surrounded 
by  visionary  theories;  but  from  further  experi* 
ence,  further  information,  and  further  reflection, 
although  he  was  not  prepared  to  subscribe  to  all  the 
measures  of  that  gentkman's  administration,  he 
was  fearful  that;  *'  take  him  all  in  all,  we  shall  never 
see  his  like  again." 

Here  Mr.  G.  made  various  quotations  from 
"Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,"  to  show  that 
from  the  commencement  to  the  end  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary warjOur  illustrious  Commander-in-Chief 
was  convinced  of  the  fatal  impolicy  of  short  en- 
listments; that  he  was  urgent  in  pressing  upon 
Congress  the  necessity  ef  changing  their  plan,  in 
this  respect;  and  that  he  imputed  the  loss  and 
failure  of  the  expedition  of  the  brave  Montgom* 
Cry  against  €tuebec,  and  various  other  disasters, 
to  the  same  pernicious  principle  of  short  enlist- 
ments. Indeed,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  appears,  from  this 
history,  that  snort  enlistments  of  our  regular 
troops  dad  very  nigh  strangled  our  independence 
in  its  cradle ;  nothing  but  a  divine  interposition 
could  have  enabled  us,  under  all  circumstances,  to 
have  achieved  it.  He  treated  the  fears  of  danger 
to  our  liberties,  from  a  regular  force  of  thirty-five 
thousand  men.  as  perfectly  visionarj ;  and  all  the 
quotations  which  bad  been  drawn  from  history  to 
show  the  dangers  of  standing  armies  were  inap- 
plicable to  the  United  States.  Of  whom  could  our 
army  be  composed^?  Of  officers  and  men  who 
were  bom  ana  raised  in  the  love  of  liberty ;  but, 
supposing  they  should  turn  their  arms  against 
their  country,  could  gentlemen  seriouslv  appre- 
hend so  much  danger,  when  the  United  States 
had  a  military  force  of  six  hundred  thousand 
men,  with  arms  in  their  hands?  Was  this  the 
case  with  the  States  of  Greece ;  or  with  France, 
^  when  Bonaparte  usurped  the  Government  ?  Ccr- 
'tainly  not.  The  body  of  the  people  in  Greece 
were  slaves.  The  people  of  France  did  not  un- 
derstand what  liberty  was;  they  had,  besides^ 
seen  blood  stream  from  the  beffinning  to  the 
end  of  the  Revolution ;  they  therefore  made  no  re- 
sistance to  usurpation  and  a  change  of  Govern- 
ment ;  they  had  no  arms  in  theix  hands ;  the  Pari- 
sian [90b  were  only  to  be  gained  over  to  the  usur- 
per^nd  things  were  settled. 

[For  a  full  report  of  this  speech  of  Mr.  Giles, 
see  Supplemental  Speeches  at  the  end  of  the  vol- 
ame.] 
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Thursday,  Janaary  30. 

The  bill  entitled  "  Ad  act  concerning  the  Na- 
val Establisbment,"  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
6econd  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill  was  read 
the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  8th  of  November,  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  concerns 
th^  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^Xn 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  Presidbmt  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly..- 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  sci- 
ence and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  a  limited 
time  to  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  re- 
spective discoveries;  and  the.  biU  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and,  on  oiotion  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
the  fqrther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  memorial  of 
ThoDUis  Corcoran  and  others,  citizens  of  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  stating  that 
they  had  commenced  certain  improvexkients  in 
the  channel  of  the  river  Potomac,  near, that  town, 
but  that  they  were  impeded  in  their  progress  by 
a  le^l  injunction,  on  suggestion  that  they  might 
do  injury  to  the  oridge  lately  erected  over  the 
aforementioned  river;  and  that  the  petitioners 
are  constrained  to  lay  their  case  a^ain  before 
Congress,  and  to  ask  their  interposition  and  re- 
lief; and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereoa  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs.  Anderson, Gregg,  Goodrich,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  and  Bradi.ey,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Friday,  January  31. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  the 
useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  a  limited  time,  to  in- 
ventors, the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective 
discoveries.  And,  after  debate,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  GiLHAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  a^cdpt 
and  organize  certain  volunteer  milhary  corps," 
correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  rcfad  the 
third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthingtoh,  that  the 


bill  be  recommitted,  it  wa«  detaroHiied  in  the 
negative. 

Reiclved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  ai»  amend- 
ment. 


Monday,  February  3. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Departqaent  of  War,  on  the 
contracts  made  by  him  in  the  year  1811,  and  those 
made  by  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  for  the 
same  year;  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of 
ibt  firth  section  of  the  act  of  the  21st  of  April, 
1808;  and  the  report  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Gaveri>raent  for  the  ^ear  1812;" 
also  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  iact  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  district  courts  wUhin  and  for  the 
disuict  of  Conneoticui;"  in  ^hich  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill?  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
4read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  follDwing  Message  was  received  from  the 

PR&SIDENT  OF  JBE  UNITED  StATES  I 

To  the  Smote  and  House  of 

ReprtomtaiiveB  of  the  Vhiied  Statoo: 
I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tretsury,  ccmtainiog  a  statement  of  prooeedmgs 
under  the  ^Act  to  reguhte  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  3tate  of  Maryland,  t» 
the  State  of  Ohio.*' 

JAMES  MADISON. 
FsBaVAmr  1,  181S. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  promote  the 
progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  oy  securing, 
for  a  limited  time,  to  tnvenlors,  the  exclusive 
right  toxheir  respective  discoveries^  and  the  bill 
was  further  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mitied  in  the  affirmative. 

VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  communicating^ 
the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
Commonwealth  on  certain  measures  of  the  Gen» 
eriii  Government,  connected  with  our  foreign  re- 
lations ;  which  were  r^ad,  as  fallows : 

Statb  op  VimeuriA,  Jan.  25,  1812. 
The  GUneral  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  beheld,  with 
deep  sensibility,  the  flagrant  violations  which  the  great 
belligerents  of  Europe  have  practised  upon  the  rights 
of  neuuality,  as  established  npon  the  pnnciples  of  uni- 
versal law,  and  sanctioned  by  the  acooiescence  of  the 
whole  civilized  world  for  many  ages.  TThese  violations 
have  driven  all  the  nations  of  Europe  into  a  war,  alike 
unexampled  in  its  ravages  and  its  consequences ;  and* 
whilst' the  United  States  have  kept  out  of  hs  vertex, 
and  most  scmpuleusly  adSiered  to  the  duties  devolved 
upon  them,  by  treating  aU  vdth  equal  impartiality,  tfaej 
have,  from  year  to  year,  indulged  the  iUnsive  hope  that 
reflection  would  bciiBg  back  the  aggressofs  to  a  saaM 
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of  justiee,  and  returning  reason  wonld-  inaure  to  the 
loDf  ▼iolated  imronnitiea  of  the  ptraons  and  property 
of  d^eir  citizens  an  exemption  from  the  war  committed 
«pon  them.  France  has  panaed  in  her  career  of  hoa- 
tflity,  and  thereby  afiBirded  to  her  riTtJ,  England,  an 
aypoHunrty  of-perfomnng  her  aolenm  promiaea  with- 
out a  oDoiproBiitmant  of  her  pride ;  and  it  wai  expect- 
ed hjthe  Gorennment  and  people  of  the  United  Slates 
that  the  prooft  of  this  paoae,  presented  in  an  nnques- 
tiaaable.  ahapa  to  the  Brttiah  Ministry,  would  have 
bean  prMnpUy  ibiiowed  by  a  repeal  of  the  Orde^  in 
Coniictl ;  bot  fatal  ezpeiience  haa  prodn(ied  the  pain- 
foX  eonvtction  that,  in  this  just  ^pectation,  they  have 
been  okiataken.  And^  regardless  of  all  principle,  the 
bold  aYowai  has  been  made  by  Great  Britain,  that  the 
permitted  admission  oi  her  fabrics  into  the  continent 
of  Europe,  through  neutral  vessels,  was  an  indispensa-^ 
ble  preliminaiy  to  the  termination  of  her  aggressions  ; 
a  condition  wihich  the  United  States  have  no  right  to 
demand  in  relation  to  the  produce  of  their  own  soil  or 
manufiM^oroa,  and  which  their  honor  iforbids  them  to 
demand  at  ^e  instance  ahd  for  the  benefit  of  another. 
With  a  knowledge  of  this  avowial,  and  the  daily  evi- 
deuce  that  Great  Britain  executes  her  orders  in  their 
firing  spirit,  which  is  war  uppn  us,  of  the  moat  aggra- 
Tated  apeciea,  a  fhrther  indulgence  of  hope  is  allied 
widi  diegiaee,  and  forbearance  becomes  criminal ;  and 
althoogli  tbia  Aasembfy  confide  in  the  patriotiBm  of  the 
Congrcaa  and  ExecuttTe  of  the  United  Statea  to  aaaert 
the  righlB  of  the  nation,  in  the  manner  its  honorre- 
^niii^;  and*  as  regards  themselvea,  this  expression  of 
their  opinion  may  be  snperfluona,  yet,  influenced  by 
the  examples  of  preoeding  Legiaktures,  at  times  less 
momentoua  than  the  present,  and  apprehensive  that 
tiieir  alienee  will  be  miaconstraed  into  indifierence  or 
diatmat,  more  especially  as  the  Minister  Plenipotentl- 
aiy  of  Great  Bntaln,  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
Government  of  the  United'  States,  recently  publish- 
ed, haa  oppoeed,  to  the  act  of  the  Executive,  and 
the  evidence  on  which  it  was  predicated,  a  presumed 
^agreement,  as  to  the  fiict  upon  which  he  decided, 
sad  the  nuikt  of  the  measure  that  he  had  adopted 
by  ••al  the  legal  anthoritiea  in  the  United  Statea;"  and 
hecBoae  we  believe  the  measurea  of  ho^ity,  pursued 
by  the  Btitish  Government  against  us,  are  peraiated 
IB,  in  the  belief  that  we  are  a  divided  people,  ^lia  As- 
essiblj  declare  their  conviction  to  ba^  that  not  only 
«<  all  the  legal  anthoritiea  of  thia  State,"  but  the  people 
also,  from  whom  tiw  fimner  derive  their  powers,  concur 
in  the  sentiment  of  confidence  in  the  Government  of 
the  Union,  and  a  firm  resolution  to  aupport  it  in  th^ 
redemption  of  ita  plighted  fidth,  "to  maintain  the 
righta,  honor,  and  independence  of  the  United  Statea ; 
and,  actuated  by  a  aacred  regard  for  the  Constitution 
and  liberties  of  United  America,  sanctioned  by  the  wis- 
dom of  llieir  fathers,  and  consecrated  with  their  blood, 
they  vrill  not  withhold  the  testimony  of  their  oonfi- 
denoe,  and  the  solemn  aasurance  of  their  co-operation 
to  meet  the  crisis  with  the  firmness  of  men,  and  the 
detefmination  of  fireemen :  Therefore, 

RtMohed,  That  thia  Assembly;  speaking,  as  they 
befiere  they  do,  the  voice  of  the  people  of  this  Oomi^on- 
waahh,  have  viewed,  vrilh  approbation,  the  uniform 
nal  with  which  just  remonstrancea  have  been  made 
by  the  General  Govesament,  fov  the  purpose  of  obtain^ 
ittg  frotn  Great  Britain,  by  honorabfo  negotiation,  a 
fsiieas  of  the  many  wrongs  inflicted  upon  us  by  her 
(hdara  in  Council,  and  other  meaaurea  efoally  boalile 
Id  ^  inteieeto  ef  the  United  8tat«. 


Remthed,  tu  the  opinion  of  this  Animbly,  That, 
however  highly  we  valu^  the  blessings  of  peace,  and 
however  we  deprecate  the  evils  of  war,  the  period  has 
now  arrived  token  peaee^  at  we  now  kaoe  it,  ia  diB>- 
gracefhl,  and  vrar  ia  honorable. 

Beeohedf  That  this  Assembly  ^ill  support  th^  Gen- 
eral Gowemment  in  all  Constitutional  and  legitimate 
measures,  which  may  be  adopted  in  vindication  of  the 
righta  and  interest  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  support  of  the  character  and  dignity  of  the 
Government  thereof;  and,  for  these  purposes,  we 
pledge  "  our  Uvea,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor.*' 

Resohed,  That  the  Executive  of  this  State  be  re- 
qoeated  to  transmit  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions to  the  Execntive  and  Leg^ativo  departments  of 
tjtke  General  Government. 


TuESDAYi  February  4. 

Mr.  Bmith,  of  Maryland^  from  the  comnittm 
to  whom  wns  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act 
for  the  establishment  of  a  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment,", together  with  the  amendments  of^  the 
House  of  Representatives  thereto,  reported  that 
the  further  eonsideraiioa  of  the  bill  ^  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  August  next.  He  also 
read,  in  his  place,  the  draught  of  a  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Military  Sstablishmeot  of  the  United 
Sutes;  and  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
the  revision  of  former  eonfirraationa,  and  for  con- 
firming «eruin  claims  to -land  in  the  district  of 
Kaskaskia,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  LsiB,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  John  Bioren  and,  others,  reported  a 
bill  aathoriziflg  a  subscription  for  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Rbbd,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to,  and  for 
repealing  certam  parts  of,«Bn  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  goTern- 
ment  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States;"  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  hill,' entitled  **Anact  to  alter  the  times  of 
hbldioff  the  district  coorta  within  aad  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Connecticut,"  was  read  the  second  tioae; 
and,  by  unanimoas  consent,  it  was  jread  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 
.  Tiie  bill,  entitled  *-An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  ot  Qovemment  for  the  year 
1812,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon; 
and  Messrs.  Tait,  FbankiIin,  and  Goodbich, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful 
arts,  by  securinjg,  for  a  limited  time,  to  inventors, 
the  exclosiye  right  to  their  respective  discoveries, 
correctljr  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a 
company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead 
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Thursday,  January  30. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  concernmg^  the  Na- 
val Establish  men  I,"  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
6ecoDd  reading. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  biJl  was  read 
the  second  time,  by  nnanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  8th  of  November,  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  concerns 
th^  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept>and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  Presidemt  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly. ' 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative.    . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  sci- 
ence and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  a  limited 
time  to  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  re- 
spective discoveries;  and  the.  biU  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  memorial  of 
ThoDUis  Corcoran  and  others,  citizens  of  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  stating  that 
they  had  commenced  certain  improvements  in 
the  channel  of  the  river  Potomac,  near, that  town, 
but  that  they  were  impeded  in  tneir  progi^s  by 
a  le^l  injunction,  on  suggestion  that  they  might 
do  injury  to  the  oridge  lately  erected  over  the 
aforementioned  river;  and  that  the  petitioners 
are  constrained  to  lay  their  case  again  before 
Congress,  and  to  ask  their  interposition  and  re- 
lief: and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
andMessrs.  Anderson,  Grsoo,  Goodrich,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  and  Bradi«ey,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Friday,  January  31. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  the 
useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  a  limited  time,  to  in- 
ventors, the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective 
discoveries.  And,  aft^  debate,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  a^c^pt 
and  organize  certain  volunteer  milhary  corps," 
correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  that  the 


bill  be  recooi milted,  it  wa«  ^taraiiaed  in  the 
negative. 

Beiolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 


Monday,  February  3. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the 
contracts  made  by  him  in  the  year  1811,  and  those 
made  by  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  for  the 
vame  year;  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of 
the  fifth  seciion  of  the  act  of  the  21st  of  April, 
1808;  and  the  report  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Gavernraent  for  the  ^ear  1812;" 
also  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  ^ct  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  district  courts  within  and  for  the 
district  of  Connecticut;"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
4read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PR&SIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  StATES: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

M^)re$eniaiive8  of  the  Vniied  SiaUe  / 
I  lay  before  Con^ness  a  report  of  the  SeereUryjof 
the  Treasury,  ccmtainiog  a  statement  of  proaeedings 
under  the  ^'Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  Btate  of  Maiyland»  to 
the  Bute  of  Ohio.*' 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Fbbbuabt  1,  I81S. 

The  Message  and-  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  promote  the 
progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  hy  securing, 
for  a  limited  time,  to  inventors,  the  exclusive 
right  to  their  respective  discoveries^  and  the  hill 
was  further  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  communicating 
tbe  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
Commonwealth  on  certain  measures  of  the  Gen* 
eriil  Government,  connected  with  our  foreign  re- 
lations; which  were  r^ad,  as  fbllows: 

Statb  or  VimeiiriA,  Jan,  25,  1818. 
The  GUneral  Assemblj  of  Virginia  have  beheld,  with 
deep  senubility,  the  flagrant  violations  which  the  great 
helllgerents  of  Europe  have  practised  upon  the  rights 
of  neutrality,  as  established  upon  the  pnnciples  of  uni- 
versal law,  and  sanctioned  by  the  actmiescence  of  the 
whole  civilized  world  fur  many  ages.  TThese  violations 
have  driven  all  the  nations  of  Europe  into  a  war,  alike 
unexampled  in  its  ravages  and  its  consequences;  and, 
whilst' the  United  States  have  kept  out  of  itM  vortex, 
and  most  scmpuleusly  adhered  to  the  duties  devolved 
upon  them,  by  treating  all  with  equal  impartiality,  they 
have,  from  year  to  year^  indulged  the  iBusive  hope  that 
reflection  would  bcmg  back  the  aggresiOfs  to  a  sense 
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of  justice,  and  returning  reason  wonlch  immre  to  the 
long  Tiolated  imronnities  of  the  persons  and  property 
of  tiieir  citizens  an  exemption  from  the  war  eommitled 
npoB  them.  France  has  pansed  in  her  career  of  hos- 
tifity,  aod  thereby  afiBirded  to  her  rrrm],  Englaiid,  an 
oppofttinity  ofperforming  her  solenm  promises  with- 
mn  a  eDmvroniitment  of  her  pride ;  and  it  wai  expect- 
ed hy  the  Ooverament  and  people  of  the  United  States 
that  the  prooft  of  this  paose,  presented  in  an  nnqoes- 
tisii^>ie.  shape  to  the  British  Ministry «  would  have 
besB  promptly  foUowed  by  a  repeal  of  the  Orde^  in 
Ceoncfl  ;  bat  lata!  experience  has  produ(ied  the  pain- 
fbl  oonTiction  that^  in  this  just  expectation,  they  have 
been  mistaken.  And^  regardless  of  all  principle,  the 
bold  avowal  has  been  made  by  Great  Britain,  that  the 
permitted  admission  of  her  fabrics  into  the  continent 
of  Barope,  through  neutral  vessels,  was  an  indispensa* 
bte  preliminaiy  to  the  termination  of  her  aggressions  ; 
a  condition  wihich  the  United  Sutes  have  no  right  to 
demaa^  in  relation  to  the  produce  of  their  own  soil  or 
manu&ctores,  and  which  their  honor  iforbids  them  to 
demand  at  ^e  instance  and  for  the  benefit  of  another. 
With  a  knowledge  of  this  avowjal,  and  the  daily  evi- 
deace  that  Great  Britain  executes  her  orders  in  their 
livinff  spirit,  which  is  war  uppn  us,  of  the  most  agghi- 
vated  spedee,  a  fhrther  indulgence  of  hope  is  allied 
with  diegraee,  and  forbearance  becomes  criminal ;  and 
ahkoBgh  tUs  Aasembtf  coafidein  the  patriotism  of  the 
Ceugieaa  and  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  assert 
the  rights  of  the  nation,  in  the  manner  its  honor  re- 
qnin^;  and,  as  regards  themselves,  this  expression  of 
their  opinion  may  be  superfluous,  yet,  influenced  by 
the  examples  of  preceding  Legiabtures,  at  iimes  less 
momentous  than  the  present,  and  apprehensive  that 
tiieir  silence  will  be  misconstrued  into  indiflerence  or 
distrust,  more  especially  as  the  Minister  Plenipotenti- 
aiy  of  Great  Britain,  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
Government  of  the  United'  States,  recently  publish- 
ed, has  opposed,  to  the  act  of  the  Executive,  and 
the  evidence  on  which  it  was  predicated,  a  presumed 
disagreement,  at  to  the  fiict  upon  which  he  decided, 
end  the  huOet  oi  the  measure  that  he  had  adopted 
by  ••  al  the  legal  authorities  in  the  United  States ;"  and 
beeanae  we  'believe  the  measures  of  hostility,  pursued 
by  the  British  Government  against  us,  are  persisted 
in,  in  the  belief  that  we  are  a  divided  people,  tiiis  As- 
sembly declare  their  conviction  to  bs^  that  not  only 
*•  all  the  legal  anthorities  of  this  State,"  but  the  people 
also,  from  whom  the  fimner  derive  their  powers,  concur 
in  the  sentiment  of  confidence  in  the  Grovemipent.of 
the  Union,  and  a  firm  resolution  to  support  it  in  th6 
redemption  of  its  plighted  fidth,  "to  maintain  the 
rights,  honor,  and  independence  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  actuated  by  a  sacred  regard  for  the  Constitution 
and  liberties  of  United  America,  sanctioned  by  the  wis- 
dom of  their  fathers,  and  consecrated  with  their  blood, 
they  vrill  not  withhold  the  testimony  of  their  oonfi- 
denoe,  and  the  solemn  amurance  of  their  co-operation 
to  meet  the  cri^  with  the  firmness  of  men,  and  the 
determination  of  fireemen :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Assembly;  speaking,  as  they 
betiere  they  do,  the  voice  of  the  people  of  this  Oomi^on- 
wealth,  have  viewed,  vrilh  approbation,  the  uniform 
mal  wUh  which  just  remonstrances  have  been  made 
by  the  General  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain^ 
in|  from  Great  Britain,  by  honorable  negotiation,  a 
isiiuM  of  the  many  wrongs  inflicted  upon  us  by  her 
Orders  in  Council,  and  other  measures  efually  hostile 
Is  ^  iRiemte  of  the  United  States. 


Eesohed,  OM  the  opinioH  of  ikU  Animbfy,  That, 
however  highly  we  valu^  the  blessings  of  peace,  and 
however  we  deprecate  the  evils  of  war,  the  period  has 
now  arrived  when  peaee^  a#  we  now  kaoe  it,  is  dis>- 
graceftil,  and  war  is  honorable. 

Beeohed^  That  tUs  Assembly  urill  support  the  Gen- 
eral Govvernment  in  all  Constitutional  and  legitimate 
measures,  which  may  be  adopted  in  vindication  of  the 
rights  and  interest  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  support  of  the  character  and  dignity  of  the 
Government  thereof;  ,and,  for  these  purposes,  we 
pledge  "  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor.*' 

Ruohtdy  That  the  Executive  of  this  State  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  the  foregoing  preamble  .and  resolu- 
tions to  the  Execntive  and  Legislativo  departments  of 
^e  General  Government. 


TuESDAYj  February  4. 

|tf  r.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  WR8  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ao  act 
for  the  establishment  of  a  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment,'', together  with  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Repreteotatives  thereto,  reported  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  ^e  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  io  Angnst  next.  He  also 
read,  in  his  place,  the  draught  of  a  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Military  Sstablishmeot  of  the  United 
States ;  and  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WoRT»iH«TOM,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
the  revision  of  former  confimMtiona,  and  for  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Kaskaskia,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lsra,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  John  Bioren  and.  others,  reported  a 
bdi  aaihoriziflg  a  subscription  for  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Rbbd,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to,  and  for 
repealing  certam  parts  of,«Bn  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
for  establishing  rules  aod  articles  for  the  goTcrn- 
ment  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States;"  and 
the  bill  was  read,  aod  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  hill,' entitled  **Anactto  alter  the  times  of 
hdldiaff  the  district  courts  within  aad  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Connecticut,"  was  read  the  second  time; 
and,  by  unanimoas  consent,  it  was  xead  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 
.  Tiie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions lor  the  support  ot  Qovemment  for  the  year 
1813,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon; 
and  Messrs^  Tait,  FrankiIin,  and  Goodbich, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Qii^AN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  scieace  and  useful 
arts,  by  secufinjj,  for  a  limited  time,  to  inventors, 
the  exciusiye  right  to  iheir  respective  discoveries, 
correctljr  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  pasir«d. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a 
company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead 
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Compaiiy;  and,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  turther  coasideratioa  thereof  be  postponed 
\pLQi\\  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act. 
eniitled  '^An  act  to  regelate  the  collection  or 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  reported  the  bill 
with  an  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  FrankLin,  the  bill,  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  appropriating  a  ^um  of 
money  for  procuring  munitions  of  war,  was  post- 
poned until  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 


WEDNSaDAV,  February  5. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  stating  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
Board,  subseqiient  to  their  last  report  of  the  2d  of 
February,  1811,  so  (ar  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Board,  dated  the 
first  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  state- 
ments  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  recehred  as  part  of 
this  report;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  in  addition  to,  and  for  repealing  cer- 
tain paru  of,  an  act,  entitled  '-An  act  for  estab- 
lishing rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,''  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a 
company,  by  the  naine  of  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company. 

On  motion,  by  Mk»  Leib,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed,  until  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — years  It,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.-  Bayard,  Bibb,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Horsey,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Turner,  and  Yamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Cutts,  German,  Goodrich,  Gregg*  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

On  raotibn,  by  Mr.  Leib,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  April  next,  it  was  determined  in  theT 
negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gregq,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  revision  of  former  confirmations, 
and  for  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
district  of  Kaskaskia ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,'^  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  on  mdtion, 


by  Mr.  Bayard,  it  was  agreed  tha;  the  further 
considei;aCion  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  enrolling  and  licensing  steamboats;  and.on 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  eagrosaed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  supplementary  to  'An  act 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force  "  passed  on  the  12th  day  of  April,  1808;  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  pasised  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  establishing  a  Land  Office;  and 
after  agreeinjr  to  sundry  amendments,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day- for,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  February  6. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  supplementary  to 
*  An  act  to  raise,  for  m  limited  time,  an  additional 
military^  force,"  passed  on  the  12th  day  of  April, 
1808,  Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  tea 
select  committed,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Reed,  Andersoh,  and  Bradley, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

**  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqnire  into  the 
eipedienqr  of  ascertaining,  surveying,  and  establidi- 
ing,  the  Northern  and  Western  boundary  Hnes  of  the 
State  of  Ohio ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave,  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  the  bill, 
entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  quar- 
termaster's department,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  thereto, 
was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  reported  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  bill  last  mentioned,  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  revision  of 
former  confirmations,  and  for  confirming  certain 
claims  to  laud  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia,*'  was 
read  the, third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  establishing  a  land  office;  and, 
after  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  it  was 
recommitted  to  »select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bayard, 
Wort0inqton,  and  Gregg,  were  appointed  tiie 
committee. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  respectitfg  the  enrolling  and  licensing  of 
steamboats  correctly  engroesed ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,^and  passed. 

The  Senate  tesumed,  as  in  Committee  af  the 
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Wholes  tb«  bid  aatlieriziBg  a  subscriptioD  for  the 
kws  of  the  Uaited  Buites,  and  further  considera- 
tioD  thereof  was  poetponed  until  the  first  Monday 
in  March  p^xt. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
inforined  the  Senate  4hat  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establuhment  of  tbe 
United  States  for  the  year  1812;''ra  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriiations  for  the  support 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1812  ;'*  a  bill,  entitled  ^- An  act  making  a  further 
appropriation  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime 
frontier ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  makinff  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  an  additionalmilita- 
ry  force  f*  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
six  companies  of  tnounted  rangers  during  the 
year  1812^  in  which  bills  they  requtet  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  firt  bills  last  mentioned  were  read  and 
paned  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to,  and  for  repealing  certain  parts  of,  an  act,  enti« 
tied  ''An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  goTemm^nt  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  ^^  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadlet,  the 
Airther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Fbidat,  February  7. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  conformably  to  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascer- 
tain and  settle,  bjr  the  appointment  of  commis- 
tioners,  the  exterior*  line  of  the  public  land  at 
West  Point  with  the  adjoining  proprietor ;"  and 
the  letter  and  report  were  read. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  tbe  United  States  for  the  year  1811," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Fbanklin.  Tait,  and  Qoodricb,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  a  further  ap- 
propriation for  the  defence  of  our  maritime' fron- 
tier,'' was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  appropria- 
tiona  for  the  support  of  an  additional  military 
force,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Brent, 
and  Daka,  ware  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  expenses  incident  to  the  sis;  com- 
panies of  mounted  ranger&during  the  year  1812," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
eommittee  last* mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1812,"  was  read  the  second 


time,  ^and  referred  to,  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider anil  report  thereon }  and  Messrs.  Bradley, 
Brent,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repcesentattves 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  Aa  act  authorizing  tbe  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved 
for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College,  in  tbe  Mississippi 
Territory,"  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of  the  Synod 
of  Kentucky,  sitting  in  Lexington,  praying  that 
tbe  public  mail  fp&y  not  be  permitted  to  he  car- 
ried oii  the  Sabbath  days,  except  on  extraordina- 
ry occasions,  for  reasons  therein  stated  ;  and  the 
petition  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  C^mpb^li^  of 
Ohio ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  it  was 
amended  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Eesolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ascertaming,  sur- 
veying, and  establishing,  the  Northern  and  West- 
ern boundary  lines  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the 
Northern  line  of  the  State  of  Vermont ;  and  that 
the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Messrs.  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Obio^  Cirrrs, 
'Howell,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  Militarv  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  was  reaa  the  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  (he 
Whole,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed  Until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  en^tled  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  more  convenient  taking  o(  afl^davits  and  bail 
in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  reported  the  bill  as  amended. 


.  Monday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Campbell^  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  an 
additional  military  force,"  reported  it  without 
amendment.  He  also  reported,  from  the  same 
committee,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  expenses  incident  to  the  six 
companies  of  mounted  rangers  during  the  year 
1812."  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved 
for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  more  convenient  taking  of 
affidavits  and  bail'in  civil  causes  depending  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendmei^t  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com;nit- 
tee,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 
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Od  the  question,  Shall  this  bilf  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deteriained  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senkte  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Reed,  on  the  21st  January, 
as  amended ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bradley, 
that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereupon,  it  was  deterinioed  in 
the  negative— yeas  11,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 

Yb  AS — Messn.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cult*,  Howell,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Megsrs^  Bayard,  Franklin,  Qaillard,  German, 
Oilman,  Goodrich^  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Yamump  and  Worlhington. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson^  that  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  20,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 

of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Coiidit,  Crawford, 

'  Cntts,  Franklin,  GaiUard,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope, 

Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varmim, 

and  Worthiugton. 

Nirs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and 
Smith  of  Maryland. 

The  Pr^sioent  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  transmit* 
ting  a  copy  o(  the  resolution  passedf,  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  that  State,  ratimngr  ^Q^  con- 
firming an  aipendment  proposed  by  Congress  to 
the  CoDstitution  of  the  United  States,  relative  to 
titles  of  nobility.  And  the  letter  and  resolution 
were  read. 

On  motion  ,bv  Mr.  Bradley, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State  the  resolutioi^^of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  raiifyinp^  and  confirming  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Congress  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  respecting  titles  of  nobility  ; 
together  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislatures' 
oisuch  other  States  as  have  ratified  the  same. 

A  ooessaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inforined  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States  f  a  bill,  en- 
titled '*  An  act  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the 
Illinois  Territorv,  east  of  the  district  of  Kaskas- 
kia,  and  to  attach  certain  public  lands  to  the  dis- 
trict of  Jefiersonville  i^'  also,  a  bill,  entitled  *' An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Selah  Benton  f  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  andv 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Tuesday,  Febraary  IL 
Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  provid- 
ing for  the  more  convenient  takiag  of  affidavits 
and  bail  in  civil  causes  depending  in  %he  courts  of 
the  United  States,'*  correctly  engrossed  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,and  passed. 


The  bill,  entitled  "  An  aet  to  authorize  a  de* 
taehmenc  from  the  militia  of  the  United  Sutea." 
was  read  th^  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Heed,  Varnum,  and  IlnNTBR,  ware  ap- 
pointed the  combiitcee. 

The  Sei^ate  resuoved,  as  in  Committee  of  Ihe 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  ti^e  Military  Rs- 
tablisbmeat  of  the  United  States;  and.  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill  be  f  ngrossed  and  read  a 
third  titiie?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  laod 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  east  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Kaskasl^a,  and  to  attacn  certain  public 
krods  to  the  district  of  Jefiersoavllle,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  14th  November  last,  on  the  resolu- 
tion reepectidg  public  lands,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^<  An  ad  for.the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Selah  Benton,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  cetomittee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  BtBB,  Leib,  and 
Reed,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  additipa 
to,  and  for  repealing  certain  parts <of,  an  act,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  for  establishiag  rules  and  articles 
for  the  fl^)vernment  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
States ;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  ftir- 
ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for^  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  mn 
additional  military  force;"  aod  the  bill  wms 
amended,  and  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accoHingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
tidie  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conimittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
locate  the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  JeffeKaon 
College,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Qn  the  question,  Sl^all  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?. it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  and  establish 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Conti- 
nental Establishment.''  in  which  bill  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

da  motion  by  Mr.  Tatlor,  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,"  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  aad  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Tati^or,  Lloto,  and  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An 
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tel  makinif  ao  appropriation  for  the  expenses  in- 
cideoc  to  the  six  cotnpanies  of  moanted  rabgers 
teing  the  year  1812 ;  apd  it  wa$  ordered  to  the 
third  readiiig. 

On  Bioiion  of  Mr  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  that 
it  be  DOW  read  a  third  ume,  it  was  objected  to^  as 
apinst  the  mhs. 


Wednesday,  February  12. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  and  es- 
tabUali  the  western  bonodary  of  the  tract  reserved 
Ua  satisfying  the  military  boaoties  allowed  to  the 
•ftcers  and  soMiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Con- 
tinental EUtablishment,'' was  read  the  second  time^ 
and  referred  to  a  select  comraiitee,  to  consider 
and  report  the/eon ;  and  Messrs.  Wortbin0TON, 
QftiQO^Dd  Pope,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appro- 
priations for'  the  support  of  GorefDment  for  the 
year  1812,^  reported  ir  with  amendments. 

Mr.  GiuiTAN)  from  the  comcnittee,  reported  the 
bill  in  addition  to 'the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  StatesL  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the< 
bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  recommitted 
to  a  select  committee  further  to  consider  and 
leport  thereon  ;  and  Messrs;  Lloyd,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Crawpord,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committed,  also  reported 
the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  mak- 
iojr  appropriations  for  the  support  of  an  additional 
military  force.''  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill^ 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  )act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  expenses  incident  to  the  six  com- 
panies of  mounted  rangers  during  the  year  1812," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  itctrauthdrizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reseryed 
for  (he  use  of  JefTen^pn  Cdlege,  iti  the  Mississippi 
Territory,'' was  read  the  third  tim(>,and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Board 
of  ComtttissionerB  ^est  of  Pearl  river;"  also  a  bHl, 
entitled  "^Anr  act  for  Jhe  benefit  of  Christopher 
Miller;^  in  whi«h  Mils  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  brought  up  fbr  concurrence  were 
read*  and  plissed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to,  and  for  repealing  certain  certain  parts  of,  an 
let^  entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  fforernm^nt  of  the  Armies  of  thr 
United  States ;"  and  the  bill  was  amended,  and 
the  PnBsiDKHT  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. On  the  qnestioD^  Shaill  this  biH  be  eur 
grossed  and  read  a  third  ttme  as  amended  7  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  12^,  as 
follows : ' 

Tkas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
flsnnanj  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Beed,  Taylor,  Y  amnm. 


Nats— Messrs.  Bayaid,  Bradley,  Condit»  Crawford, 
Cutts/  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Lsmbest^ 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  o£  New  Yorl^  Tait,  Tur- 
ner, food  Worthiagtoo. 

Mr.  PopjB  presented  the  memorial  and  petition 
of  John  Lisle  and  Margaret  his  wife^  late  Marga- 
ret Lapsley,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Samuel 
Lapflley,  deceased,  and  Miss  Lapsley,  daughter 
and  sofe  heir  of  the  said  Samuel,  stating  that  the 
said  Sami]^  Lapsley  served  as  an  officer  in  the 
late  Revplutionary  war,  and  after  the  peace  he 
received  two  eertineates,.  commonly  called  com- 
mutation or  fipal  settlement  certincates,  which, 
in  the  year  1786,  he  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Gkeei^lee,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  indents 
of  interest  theieon,  and  which  were  lost  by  Mr. 
Greenlee,  and  have  neVer  since,  been  found,  and 
have  never  been  funded ;  and  praying  relief,  for 
reasops  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  aiid  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ^ 
and  Messrs.  Pops,  Bradley,  and  Greqo,  were 
.appoi(ited  the  committee. 

i  Thubbpat,  Febriiary  13. 

Mr.WonTBiNOTON,  fVom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  t(o  estab* 
lish  a  land  district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  east 
of  the  district  of  Kaslcaskia,  and  to  attach  certain 
public  lands  to  the  district  of  Jefferson vi lie," 
reported  it  without  aipendmCnt. 

The  PRESiDfiirr  comdiunicated  the  general  ae^ 
couni  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  frooi 
October  1, 1810,  to  October  1, 1811;  as  also  the 
accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  for 
the  same  period ;  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Tr^sury  thereon;  which 
wereread^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  mftkioff  appropriations  for  the  support  of  QoV" 
ernment  for  the  year  1812,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and,  on-  motion  by  Mr.  Tait  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  biH,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  West  of  Pearl  river," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Friday,  Pebruilry  14. 

Mr.  BRAnLST,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
reared  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Nary  of  the  Uni'* 
ted  States  for  the  year  1812,"  reported  it  without 
amendment 

Mr.  Tait,  fmm  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitle'd  ^  An  act  making  appro-, 
priations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Estab- 
tishmenf  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1812,'' 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Seiah  Benton,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 
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The  bill,  entitled  *<  An  act  for  the  benefit  of 
Christopher  Miller,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bhadley,  Pope, 
and  Smith,  of  New  York,  were  appointed  Che 
committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Nathaniel  G.  Ingraham,  and  others,  of  New 
York,  merchants,  and  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
statiifg  that  they  are  copartners  in  trade,  in  whidh 
they  have  heretofore  been  very  successfal;  bat 
that,  owing  to  the  present  unfavorable,  state  of 
the  relations  between  this  country  and  the  com- 
mercial nations  of  Europe,  they  have  lost  the 
whole  of  their  private  estates,  and  become  corpo- 
rately  and  individually  insolvent ;  and  that  they 
owe  to  the  United  States  a  considerable  balance 
on  custom-house  bonds,  for  which  they  and  their 
surety  are  now  imprisoned  3  and  praying  relief, 
for  reasons' stated  tnerein  at  large;  and  tne  pejti- 
tioD  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  roakinfl;  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Grov- 
ernment  tor  the  year  1812,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee \  and  having  agreed  in  part  to  the  amende 
meats,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
amended  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative.   . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  Board  of. Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river." 
And  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Crawford,  Greoo,  and 
W.ORTHiNOTON,  WBrc  appointed  the  committee. 


Monday,  February  17. 
,  Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  ^An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addi- 
tional military  force,'  inissed  01)  the  12th  4ay  pf 
April,  1808,". reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  makinc  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  tie  Utiited  States  for  the  year  1812;" 
and  It  was  ordered  to  the  third  readiuj^ 

The  Senate  reaumed,^  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
att  makinff  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Miiiury  Establishment  of  the  United  States  for 
<hfe  year  1812 ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  Selah  Benton  ;"*and  it  was  ordered  to 
the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  lliinois  Ter- 


ritory, east  of  the  district  of  Kaska«kia,and  to  at* 
tach  certain  public  lands  to  the  district  of  Jeflfer- 
sonviHe ;"  and  it  was^  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GhLMAiti,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitlei)  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Governinent  for 
the  year  1812,"  correctly  engrossed. 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Anderson,  that  the  bill  be 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  inserting  an  amendment  to  entitle  the 
clerks  in  the  Navy  Department  to-  receive  fifteen 
per  centum  in  addition  to  their  salaries  as  estab- 
lished by  law — on  motion  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Mary* 
land,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to«morrow. 

Mr.  Lloto  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  first 
circuit 


TDE8DAY,  February  18. 

*  The  Senate'  resumed,  as  in  Committee*  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  ^An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addi- 
tional force,'  passed  on  the  12ih  day  of  April, 
1808,''  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Selah  Benton,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1812,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1812,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  land 
district  in  (he  Illinois  Territory,  east  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  attach  certain  public 
lands  to  the  district  of  Je^ersonville,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  makinp^  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  tor  the  year  1812.*^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  An derson,  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  unanimous  consent,  by  striking  out  the 
fbllowing  words,  lines  129  and  130  of  the  printed 
bill, "  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-five," 
for  the  purpose  of  in^rting,  in  lieu  thereof  "  nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty :"  it  was  ob- 
jected to  as  against  the  rule.    ^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Amoerson,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Mesara.  AifDERBoy, 
Goodrich,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  An DERSON/from  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  the  bill  amended. 

Mr.  Li^td  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  io 
a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  first  circuit, and  the  bill  was  read ;  and,  bf 
unanimous  consent  the  second  time ;  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
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tliCTeon ;  tnd  Messrs.  Llotd,  Curra,  and  Hun* 
TBR,  were  appoiated  the  co  mmittee. 


Wednesday,  February  19. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Adtict  sapplementary  to*An 
let  to  raue,  for  a  limited  time,  at)  additional  mili- 
tary force,'  passed  on  the  12ih  day  of  April,  1808," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. , 

The  Senate  resumed,'  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entided  "An 
aet  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Oo?- 
emmeot  for  the  year  1812,"*  together  with,  tlie 
aafteodroent  reported  thereto^  by  the  select  com* 
miuee,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
farther  amendments  were  preposed.  Whereupon, 
00  motion,  by  Mr.  TAit,  the  furthefi  consideration 
of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Hauie  of  Representatives 
bfon&ed  ttie  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  btU,  entitled  "^Aa  act  to  authorize  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  of  Wins- 
low  Lewis  his  patent  right  to  the  newHuid  imh 
proved  method  of  lighting  light-houses,  and  ibr 
other  purposes;"  in  which  they  request  ti^e  eoo- 
correnee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  la3t  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to, 
the  aecood  reading,  ,  .  . 

Mr.  WoBTHmoTOK,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  if  any,  and  whai^  further- pro- 
Ttsions  or  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  further  provisioafor  the  sale 
of  pablie  lands;  and  the  bill  was  read,,  toffether 
with  a  report  made  by  Mr*  Worthington  on  behalf 
of  the  committee,  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
biUI    The  bill  was  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  comnrittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  eatitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,", 
reported  it  amended. 

Thursday,  February  20. 

The  bill, eatitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  undejr  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  of 
Winslow  Lewis  his  patent  ri^ht  to  the  new  and 
improved' method  of  lighting  light-houses,  and  ibr 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  seeond  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  ctonsider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs^  Lloyd,  ANDtasoN^ 
and  HowBLL,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of  Lewis  Gex 
CHCoasier  ^nd  others,  praying  the  interposition 
of  Government  for  thenr  encouragement  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine,  as  is  stated  at  large  in  the 
petition ;  'V^hich  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee:  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  biH 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Pope,  Tait,  and  Gregg, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Nicholson,  widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Sam^ 
nel  Nicholson,  stating  that,  by  the  death  of  her 
husband,  she,  together  with  her  two  daughters, 


are  left  to  penury  and  want,  and  praying  that  in 
consideration  of  Revolutionary  services  of  her 
late  husband.  Congress  will  grant  her  relief;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  Import  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Bradley, 
and  Crawford,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  at  Knox- 
Ville,  in  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  in  >the 
State  of  Tennessee,"  in  which  they  request  the  . 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1812 ;"  and  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended. 

On  the  qoestit>n,  Shall  this  hill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  LLOYi),  from  the  committer  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,  reported  it 
amended. 

On  motion,  bf  Mr.  Bradley,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  de- 
tachment from  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
be  postponed  to,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 


Frm>ay,  February  21. 

The^^RESiDENT  communicated  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  *^Ah  act 
to  provide  for  the  erecting  and  repairing  of  arsen- 
als and  magazines,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
the  report  was  readv 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  was  read  the.second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  at 
Knoxville,  in  the  district  of.  East  Tennessee,  in 
the.  State  of  Tennessee,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbei^:^ 
of  Tennessee,  Bibb,  and  Worthington,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,.entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Grovernment  for 
the  year  1812,"  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill 
vras  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the' hill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the 
Naval  Establishment,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, together  with  sundry  documenu  explana- 
tory of  the  amendments;  and,  on  motion,  the 
further  considers tion  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday 
next. 
I     The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  biU  in  addition  ta  the MilUarjr  Esliib- 
lisfament  of  the  Uoited  Sutej9,  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thefeto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend oaen is, 
the  President  reporled  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordioffly. 

On  the  qu^oo,  Shall  tkis  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined, in  the  affirmative^ 

A  message  from  the  tiouse  of  Repjresentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  coneemiag  the  levy  cotirt 
of  the  county  pf  Washington,  in  the  Distriel  of 
Columbia  ^"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  fur^ 
tbtf  time. for  registeriog  claims  to  land  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans;" 
al^o,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  su|>plementary  to 
*  An  act  makiflig  provision  for  armlnff  and  equip- 
ping the  whole  bodv  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States ;"  in  which  bills  they  reqqjest  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  They  also,  concur  in  the 
biU,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
O'Dannon." 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  inie  seopnd  reading.  • 

The  Senate-  resumed.^  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitlea  ^*  An  act  to  authorize  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  ofihe  United  States," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BaADUsr,  tq  stake  out  the 
first  section -of  the  bill,  it  was  agreed  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to,  and 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for.  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  3d  instant,  contain- 
ing the  name,  rank,  pay,  and  n^tioBa^  of  eaeh 
oommissioned  officer  and  midshipman  belonging 
to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  respectively,  be 
referred  to  a  seieet  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

.  Messrs.  Li.otd,  Cbawfoeb,  and  Bbaalbt^  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


Monday,  February  24. 

Mr.  GiLM AN,  from  the  comfnittee,  reported  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Esublishment  of 
the  United  Slates  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the 
bill  WAS  read  the  third  time,  and  was  an^ended  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  SmTn,  of  Maryland,  the 
title  thereof  was  amended  as  follows :  "  An  act 
to  establish  a  quartermaster's  department,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

The  bill,  entitled  "  Aii  act  concerning  the  levy 
court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  Iq  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Bayabd,  and 
JBrent,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  giving  further  time 
for  registeriog  claims  to  laud  in  the  Western  dis- 
trict of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  j  and  Messrs.  Worth- 


IN0TON,  Bradu^y,  and  Qbeqo,  werf  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petitioq  of  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Washington  Canal  Company,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  aqt  of  the 
legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland ;  and  the  biU 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading, 

Mr.  Lloyd,  ifrom  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  f*  An  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  under  the  dire6* 
t ion  of  the  President  of  the  U|iited  States,  to  pur- 
chase of  Winslow  Lewis  his  patent  ri^ht  to  the 
new  and  improved  method  of  lighting  hg|it-bou»^ 
es^  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  aaaended. 

Mt.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  establishing  a  land  office,  reported 
it  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeosatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hottse  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled,  ^^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster  Bchool  Socie- 
ty ;"  a  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
eifficera  and  soldiers  who  e^rved  in  the  late  cam- 
paign on  the  Wabash ;"  aUo^a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  supplementary  to  ^  An  act.  providing  for  the 
accommqdation  or  the  General  Post  Office  and 
P&tent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  in  whi^h 
bills  they  requesLthe  concurreQce  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  conourreoce 
were  read,  and  pafs^  to  .the  second  reading. 

The  bill)  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  to 
*  An  act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  seieet  commiuee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs^  Pope, 
Bayard,  Greog,  Lloyd,  and  Bradley,  were  ap- 
pointed ahe  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  authorize  r 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee,  and  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  section. .  And,  after  debate,  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 

Ti^EBDAY,  February  25. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster  School 
Society."  was  read  the  sacoad  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  coqaitiittee,  lo  consider  and  report 
thereon;  .and  Messre»  HoaacY,  Bayard,  and 
HiTNTBR,  were,  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  supplementarv  to 
^An  act  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  and  for 
other  purposes,",  was  lead  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Gr£oO| 
and  HowELU  lyere  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  ano  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  cam- 
paign on  the  Wabash,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
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sider  aod  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Popb,  An- 
OEB80N,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the  comr 
mittee. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Maryland,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  the  farther  consiaeration  there- 
of postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "Ah  act  to  authorize  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 

Sthe  select  committee;  and,. after  debate,  on 
[ttioD,  by  Mr.  Br^dlbt,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  office 
members,  farther  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Popb.  Crawford,  Rbed, 
and  Yahnum,  were  appointea  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  biU,  eDtitled  ^An  act  authorizing: a  loan  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  eleven  million^  pf  dollars." 
They  bare  also  passed  a  joint  resolution  respect- 
ing the  arts  and  manufactures  of  the  United 
States;  in  which  bill  and  resolution  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill. and  resolution  were  re^d,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


Wbdnesdat,  February  26* 

The  joint  resolution  respecting  the  arts  and 
manufactures  jof  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  aod  f'epprt  thereon;  and  Messrs! 
Qbbgg,  Crawford,  and  Lloyd,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleren  millions  of  dol- 
lars," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on; and  Messrs.  t<LOYD,  Crawford,  and  T ait, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Uahpbbll,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petition 
of  Samuel  Brown,  formerly  of  Massachusetts, 
and  now  of  Ohio,  stating  that,  whilst  in  the  ser- 
rice  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  at 
Quebec;  that  he  hath  not  received  any  pay  or 
rations  for  the  time  he  was  ^o  in  captivity,  and 
that  bis  claim  therefor  is  now  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitation ;  and  praying  relief.  And 
the  petition  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  establishing  a  land  office,  together 
with  tne  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  t  it  was  deter- 
mined In  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  jyf 

the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  porcitase 

1 8th  Cost.  1st  Ssss.— 5 


of  Winslow  Lewis  his  patent  right  to  the  new 
and  improved  method  of  lighting  lighcphouses, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  atnendments,the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 
.  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amepded?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wortqington,  the  coor 
sideration  of  the  bill,  malting  further  provbion 
for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  was  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bibb,  frbaa  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  i|  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
and  William  Stceshly;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  jpassed  to  the  second  reading. 

TnuRaDAY,  February  27. 

Mr.  Bbadlby,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred^ the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  'An  act  providing  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Oeneral  Post  Office  and  Patent 
Office,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the 
third  rei^ding. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  benefit 
of  Christopher  Miller,"  reported  it,without  amend- 
ment; and  the  further  consideralioik  thereof  wa^ 
postponed  ubtil  tormorrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  Williani 
Streshly  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  postponed  to,  an4  made 
the  order  of  the  d^y  for.  Monday  next. 

A  message  fromthe  tlouse  ot  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  joint  resokition  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, foir  the  time  beings  to  grant  the  use 
of  the  books  of  the  library  of  Compress  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States; 
in  which  tl^ey  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Joint  resolution 
last  mentioned  was  r.ead  three  times  by  unani- 
mous consent ;  and  was  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  Samuel  Lapsley,  de- 
ceased $  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  GiLiiAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  purchase  of  Winslow  L»ewis  his  patent  ri^ht 
to  the  new  and  improved  method  of  lighting 
lig^t-houses,  and  for  other  purposes,"  correctly 
engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  4hird  time 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  bill  establishing  a  land  office  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Reaohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
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thereof  be  *^  An'  act  for  the  estabiisfament  of  a 
General  Land  Office  in  th^  Department  of  the 
Treasury."  . 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wiiole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An 
ftct  concerning  the  ^aved  Establishment/'  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee. 

Mr.  Li^OYD. — IVfr.  President,  the  ameodttients 
proposed  by  the  committee  to  whom  this  bill  has 
Seen  referred,  having  been  gone  through  with,  I 
now  beg  leave  to  offer  a  new  one,  by  an  additional 
section,  to  the  following  effect : 
-  **  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Prerident  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  avthorized  to  c^fe 
to  be  buiU  as  b-peedily  as  may  be,  on  the  most  approved 

model, frigates,  not  exceeding  thirty-six  guns  each  f 

and  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  — —  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  building  the  said  frig- 
ates, out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasidry  not  oUierwiae 
appropriated."  ^ 

It  is  my  intention,  sir,  to  mov«  for  twenty  xiew 
frigates ;  but  the  number  I  have  lef\  blank,  in  or- 
dber,  sbbold  tbe  Seaate  be  favorably  disposed  to 
an  increase  of  the  -Navy,  and  disagree  with  the 
as  to  the  degree  of  that  increase,  they  might  xeg- 
ulate  the  number  at  their  pleasure. 

Sir,  !  have  been  induced  to  offer  this  amend- 
Dient  from  an  impulse  of  duty  towards  my  mope 
immediate  ceiistituents,  and  also  from  a  sense  of 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  me,  however  feebly 
I  may  i^  able  to  respond  to  it,  in  the  honorable 
atation  in  which  I  am  placed,  to  endeavor  to  the 
extent  of  my  ability  to  support  the  dignity,  pro- 
tect the  rights,  and  advance  the  best  interests  of 
Ihe  United  States.  Sir,  I  trust  the  amendment 
«nder  consideration,  if  adopted,  would  have  a  re- 
iation,  and  a  favorable  relation,  to  all  these  ob- 
joets. 

If  it  be  not  the  determination- of  the  Govern- 
ment to  engage  in  an  open,  actual,  efficient  war; 
to  place  the  nation,  in  such  a  complete  state  of 
preparation  as  may  avert  war,  from  our  state  of 
readiness  to  meet  it;  then  the  measures  of  the 
present  session,  those  of  filling  up  the  eitisting 
Military  Establishment,  and  thereby  adding  to  it 
between  six  and  seven  thousand  men,  that  of  en- 
listing a  standing  army  of  twenty-five  thousand 
men  to  serve  for  five  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged—of providing  for  the  employment  of 
fifty  thousand  volunteers,  and  of  holding  in  read- 
iness one  hundred  thousand  of  the  militia,  would 
be  not  only  inexcusable,  but  nearly  treasonable ; 
as  they  would  in  such  case,  without  any  adequate 
object,  impose  severe  and  heavy  burdens  upon 
the  peonle  of  the  United  States,  from  which  years 
of  the  highest  degree  of  prosperity  would  not 
relieve  them.  But.  sir,  I  am  bound  to' believe, 
that,  unless  redress  be  obtained,  it  is  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  enter  into  an  actual,  vigorous,  real  war,  or  at 
any  rate  to  put  the  nation  into  a  perfect  state  of 
readiness  to  commence  it,  should  it  be  necessary ; 
and  in  either  of  these  cases,  an  efficient  naval 


force  is  as  indispensable,  nay  much  more  indis- 
pensable, than  a  land  force. 

A  few  days  since  there  was  exhibited  totheSeq- 
ate  an  account  of  sales  of  three  hundred  and  eighty 
hogsheads  of  tobacco  and  a  parcel  of  cotton^recently 
disposed  of  in  the  dominions  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  France,  who  professes  so  much  affec- 
tion for  the  United  States,  from  which  it  appeared, 
that  the  tobacco,  which  cost  with  the  charges 
near  $20,000,  was  not  only  totally  sunk  to  the  ad- 
venturers, but  involved  them  in  an additionalloss 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  near  one  thou- 
sand dollars  more — of  the  cotton,  fifteen- sixteenth 
parts  w^ere  also  sunk.  Nor  did  this  arise  from  a 
oad,  state  of  markets^  the  hazard  of  which  mer- 
chants must  always  take,  for  the  markets  were 
unprecedently  hign.  The  tobacco,  wiiich  could 
have  been  bought  in  the  United  States  from,2| 
to  5  dollars  per  cwt«  sold  at  twenty  dollars-^and 
the  cotton,  which  could  have  been  purchased 
at  ten  cents,  sold  at  fifty  cents  the  pound.  The 
loss  arose  solely  from  the  perfidy  and  rapacity 
of  the  Frenci^  Government,  in  seizing  upon  the 
greater  part  of  both  the  adventures,  un^er  a  pre- 
tence ^or  ihe^  payxpent  of  duties,  which  it  shifts 
ad  libitum  as  suits  either  its  avarice  or  caprice, 
or  promulgates  or  withholds  as  best  answers  its 
purposes. 

Sir,  you  will  remark  thatjhese  accounts  of  sale 
bear  date  July  15,  only  eight  days  antecedent  to 
the  information  communicated  to  the  American 
.  Government  by  Mr,  Serrurier,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Monroe  x)f  July  23,  1811,  in  which  ,he  states,  that 
^^  the  introduction  of  tobacco  is  not  prohibited  in 
*  France — it  forms  the  first  object  of  culture  of 
^  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  His  Majesty, 
'  having  an  equal  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  all, 
'  desires  that  the  relations  of  commerce  should  be 
'  common  to  all  parts  of  the  Federal  territory." 
Yes,  sir.  this  as  indisputably  the  sort  of  interest 
which  His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  take  in  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  and  this  the  sort  of 
benefit,  which  he,  without  doubt,  would  delight  to 
repder  common  to  all  parts  of  the  Federal  terri- 
tory. 

This  information  was  given  in  too  authentic  a 
shape  to  admit  of  its  being  questioned ;  it  came 
from  one  of  the  most  respectable  mercantile  houses 
in  the  country,  composed  of  Federalists,*  and  was 
made  known  to  you  bv  an  honorable  ndiember  of 
the  Senate  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Smitb,)  of  oppo- 
site politics,  and  who  has  long  in  some  sort  been 
cons^idered  or  respected  as  the  commercial  organ  of 
thi&  House,  if  not  of  tbe  Government.  When  these 
facts  were  stated^  the  colleague  of  the  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Reed,)  with  the  manly  frankness  of  a  soldier, 
of  a  man  Who,  in  the  times  which  tried  men's  souls, 
devoted  himself  both  soul  and  body  to  the  service 
of  his  country— who  entered  your  .Army  at  the 
commfoncement,  and  continued  in  it  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  Revolutionary  war,  with  ffreat  use- 
fulness to  the  public  and  reputation  to  hioiself— 
with  that  integrity  which  characterizes  him.  after 
giving  vent  to  the  honest  indignation  of  his  heart. 

*  Messrs.  Robert  Gilmore  dc  Sons,  of  Baltimore. 
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in  a  pbilljpie  tgaloal  the  Bcnpmr  of  France, 
wkieh  I  shall  aot  repeat,  bat  whieb  was  as  well 
placed  as  it  was  justly  marited ;  he  ask«d,  "  if  tbis 
was  to  be  the  state  of  yoar  ootime^ee  after  a  war 
wiih  Ch-eat  Britain,  what  in  the  name  of  Qod 
were  yoa  foiog  to  war  for  ?"  His  colleague  (Mr. 
Smith)  rose  imoiediateiy  and  said,,  this  was  not 
to  be  a  war  for  comoaerce ;  U  would  be  absurd  to 
suppose  the  nation  was  now  goiag  to  war  for  com- 
merce— commerce  had  beea  abandoned  long  ago, 
the  trade  to  France  was  worth  nothing;. and  ir 
Ihe  Orders  in  Council  were  off  ^o*morrew,-if  the 
same  system  continued,  the  trade  to  France  would 
be  worth  nothing.  This  was  to  be  a  war.  for 
honor — we  are  now  ^oing  to  fight  for  our  honor  t 

Tes,  sir,  part  of  this  is  too  true,  commerce  has 
heen  abandoned,  commerce  has  been  made  the 
scape-goat,  on  whose  back  hav6  been  piled  all  the 
crodiues  and  follies  of  mistaken  theory  and  vision- 
ary speculation,  and  thus  laden,  she  has  been  sent 
adrift  into  the  wilderness  to  be  lacerated  by  every 
briar  or  bramble,  that  could  rob  her  of  her  coat, 
or  plant  a  thorn  io  her  carcass.  No  country  on 
earth,  in  the  same  period  of  time,  and  und6r  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  ever  reaped  one  half  the  bene- 
fits from  commerce  which  have  been  experienced 
by  the  United  States.  Without  adverting  to 
the  effect  it  has  had  on  the.extension  and  embel- 
ishmeai  of  your  populous  cities — without  ad- 
verting to  the  encouragement  it  has  offered  to 
your  agriculture  and  to  the  settlement  of  your 
wilderness,  which  has  been  made  to  blossom 
like  the  rc^e,  and  in  all  which  it  has  been  in  a 
high  degree  instrumental — look  at  the  records  of 
the  Treasury,  and  y.ou  will  there  see,  th&t  com- 
merce has  out  into  your  public  coffers,  during  the 
abort  period  chiat  has  intervened  since  the  Mop- 
cion  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  two  hundred 
miUioaa  of  doUars-^a  sum  nearly  three  times  as 
greait  as  the  national  debt  of  the  United  States, 
the  price  of  your  independence,  as  it  was  funded 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Feaetal  Government. 
Sir,  this  is  what  commerce  htis  done  for  you— 
what  have  you  done  for  comme^ee  ?    ^ 

In  the  year  1793,  when  Great  Britain  depreda- 
ted open  your  eommeree,  you  had  a  man  at  the 
head  of  your  €knrernment  who  fought  no  battles 
with  paper  resohitions,  nor  attempted  to  wage 
war  with  eommereiai  restrictions,  although  they 
were  then  pressed  upon  him.  He  caused  it  to  be 
distinctly  and  withfirmness  made  known  toG^eat 
Britain,  that  if  she  did  not  both  cease  to  violate 
ear  rightr,  and  make  ns  reparation  for  the  wrongs 
we  had  sustained^that  young  and  feeble  as  we 
then  were,  just  iibthe  gtisiie,and  stepping  fVom 
^  cradle  of  infancy,  we  would  try  the  tug  of 
war  with  her.  What  was  the  eoosequenee  ?  Her 
depredations  were  stopped— we  made  a  treaty 
with  her,  under  which  we  enjoyed  a  hiffh  degree 
of  prosperity.  Oer  daiais  wefe  fairly  heard, 
tqntmbtf  pMljodged,.and  the  awards' were  honora- 
bly and  punctually  paid  to  the  sufferers.  In  this 
instance  you  did  something  for  commerce. 

Next  catne  the  war  with  Tripoli-^he  Birbary 
States  preyed  upon  our  commerce— you  deter- 
mined to  resist,  and  despatctied^  smaU  squadron  to 


the  Meditenraaeaa ;  this  ou|h(>  to  have  been  con- 
sidered as  the  oerm  of  your  future  maritime  great- 
ness :  the  good- conduct  and  bravery  of  that  sqtiad- 
ron,  and  the  self-immolation  of  some  of  its  offi- 
cers^ spread  the  renown  of  yomr  naval  prowess  to 
all  quarters  of  the  civilized  globe.  What  did  you 
in  this  instance  1  At  the  moment  when  vtetory 
had  perched  wpon  yont  'standard— when  you 
might  have  exhibited  the  interesting  speotacie  of 
the  infant  Government  of  the  United  States  hold- 
ing in  subjugation  one  of  the  Powers  of  Barbary, 
to  whom  at!  Burope  had  bean  subaervieot-<Hit  this 
moment,  wheta  conquest  was  oompletelf  withm 
yonr  gtasp— cfivil  agency- stepped  in-^he  laurel 
was  torn  from  the  brow  of  as  gallant  a  chieftain 
as  ever  graoadthe  pUins  bf  PaMtine,  and- we  ig- 
nerainh)nsly  consented  to  pay  a  tribute,  where  we 
miffht  bav^  impoaed  one. 

Then  oame  the  Louisiana  convention)  in  which, 
after  parohasinff  a  dbpnted  title  to  a  Territorr, 
and  paying  doubte  what  any  other  nation  would 
have  given  for  it,  we  were  permitted  by  France 
to  put  our  hands  in  our  pockets  and  takeout  three 
mi&ionv  of  doHars  more  to  pay  to  ear  own  citi- 
zens their  claims  for  property  which  she  had 
plundered  from  them.  How  was  this  conducted? 
Much  in  the  same  sort  of  spirit  in  which  it  was 
begun.  These  of  the  claimants  who  were  on  the 
spot,  or  who  had  ijffieient  agents  there,  who  well 
understood  the  avenue  to  the  back  stairs;  who 
coold  delude  otheiss,  and  purchase  for  a  song 
claims' they  were  sure  of  having  allowed;  vrho 
could  intrigue  well,  bribe  well,  and  swear  weH, 
got  fortunes:  while  the  honest  unsuspecting  mer- 
cbitnt,  ^onfieine  in  the  correctness  of  his  claim, 
and  the  integrity  of  his  own  conduct,  got  noth- 
ing; and,  very  probably,  some  of  the  latter  may 
now  be  ^een  wandering  as  besgars  through  the 
streets  of  your  popbtoos  ctties;  the  pavement  of 
which  is  made  to  echo^  by  the  rattling  of  the 
chariot  wheelscf  those  who  have  defrauded  them. 

After  this,  you  iiad  the  Berlin  decree,  the  Or- 
dera  in  Council,  the  Milan  decree,  the  Ramboail- 
let  decree,  the  depredations  of  Spain,  the  robbe- 
ries ^ren  of  the  renegado  black  chief  of  St.  Do- 
mingo,'and  the  unprovoked  and  still  continned 
launder  of  Oenmi|rk,a  nation  of  pirates  from  their 
origin.  What  cause  of  complaint  has  Denmark) 
or  ever  had  Denmark,  against  us?  Her  most 
fond  and  speculative  maritin^e  pretensioas  we 
have  willingly  espoused,  and  yet  she  continues 
daily  to  capture  and  condemn  our  vessels  and 
cargoes,  and  contemptuously  tells  us,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  too  wise  to 
go  to  war  for  a  few  merchant  ships.  And  this 
we  bear  from  a  people  as  inferior  to  the  United 
States  in  all  ihe  attributes  of  national  power  or 
greatness,  as  I  am  inferior  to  Hercules.  Yes,  sir, 
commerce  has  been  abandoned,  else  why  prohibit 
your  merchants  from  bringing  the  prepmy,  to  a 
large  amount,  which  they  have  fairly  purchased 
ana  paid  for,  into  the  ports  of  our  country,  else 
why,  by  this  exclusion,  perform  the  double  ope- 
ration of  adding  to  the  resources  of  the  enemy 
you  are  going  to  war  with  and  impoverishing 
yonr  own  citizens. 
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Tes,  sir,  tbegeDtfifeaiBD  from, Maryland  is  right, 
but  he  has  bo  especial  reason  of  complaint ;  firom 
his  situation  and  standing,  he  shoald  qaturally 
ha?e  been  thegu^cdian  and  protector  of  com- 
merce in  this  Ho^tse ;  he  should  have  raised  M^ 
powerful  voice  in  her  favor ;  he  should  have 
opeped  bis  arms  for  her  protection.  He  did  raise 
his  voice,  but  for  merely  her  extinction,  not  for 
ber  encouragement ;  he  did  open  his  arms,  but 
be  gate  her  the  clasp  of  deaib,  not  that  of  pro« 
taction.  The  embargo,  the  enforcing  act,  tbe 
toon-intercourse  act,  tbe  non-importation  act,  and 
all  that  ill-omened  brood  of  measures,  number 
that  gentleman  among  their  patrons  and  sup- 
porters. 

Yes,  sir.  commerce  bas  been  abandoned,  *'  de- 
serted in  her  utmost  need,  by  ^bose  her  former 
bounty  fed."  Yes,  sir,  she  has  been  abandoned. 
8be  has  been  left  as  a  wreck  upon' a  strand,  or  a? 
•  derelict  upon  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  to  Be 
biirnt,  sunk,  or  plundered,  by  any  great  or  puny 
assailant  wlio  could  man  an  oar,  or  loa'd  a  swivel 
lor  her  annoyance. 

What  was  the  leading  object  of  the^adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constinition  in  cfie  Northern  parts 
of  the  Union  1  Most  emphatically,  it  was  for 
the  protection  of  commerce.  What  was  the  sit- 
vation  of  some  branches  of  our  commerce  then  1 
And  what  is  it  now  ?  Look  at  th^  statement 
which  was  laid  apon  ourtafoles  about  a  fortnight 
past,  and  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  Treasury. 
What  effect  has  it  had  upon  our.^sheries,  which 
were  so  nobly'and  successfully  conteade'd  for  by 
the  American  Commissioners  who  settled  the 
Treaty  of  1783;  which,  for  a  time,  suspended 
that  Treaty ;  and  which,  both  the  duplicity  and 
iotrifue  of  France  and  the  interest  ol  England, 
strove  to  deprive  us  of-H)f  our  fisheries,  which 
were  then. considered,  and  still  ought,  to  be  con- 
sidered, as  a  main  sinew  of  our  strength,  and 
a  nursery  for  our  seamen  ? 

In  the  vear  1791,  when  we  were  lust  emerging 
from  a  chaos  of  confusion,  the  export  of  wied 
ikh  was  of  tbe  value,  as  then  esti- 
mated, of $1,200,000 

In  the  year  1811,  it  had  diminished 

nearly  one^half,  and  was  only  -  757,000 
The  whale  fishery,  in  oil  and  bone,  in 

179l,5ave 196/480 

In  1811,  it  had  fWlen  off  nearly  two-- 

thirds,  and  was  only       ...        78,000 

This  is  the  state  of  our  fisheries,  which  apply 
to  the  Northern  States,  after  twenty  years  opera- 
tion of  the  Government. 

Let  us  observe  now  the  export  of  vegetable 
food,  in  which  other  parts  of  the  Union  are  more 
deeplv  interested.  It  is  worthy  of  attention,  and 
I  shall  notice  a  series  of  years. 

In  1791,  Uie  export  of  vcigetable  food 
amounted  to  -       -        -       -        -  $4,640,000 

In  1803 14,080,000 

In  1804      -       -       -       -       -       -  12080,684 

In  1805  .  -  .  -  -  -  11,752,000 
In  1806  .  .  -  '  .  .  -  11.050,000 
In  1807 14;432,000 


In  1808.  tbe  unfortunate  embaigoyear, 
whicn  did  not  commence,  however, 
until  nearly  three  months  of  the 
.  custom-house  year  hjid  elapsed      -    2.550,000 
In  1809      -       .       -     . .       -t       -    8^50,000 
In  1810      ...-*.  10,750,000 
In  1811,  the  last  year,  amrid  all  our 
privations  and  embarrassment8,^it 
exceeded  the  export  of  any  former 
year  since  the  first  settlement  uf  the 
,  country,  and  amounted  up  to  twic^ 
the  expert  of  the  preceding  year,  CO  20.391,000 
And,  the  present  year^  the  crops  present  a  vast- 
ly more  abundant  harvest  than  the  country  ever 
before  produced,  with  a  glorious  market  to  carry 
it  to,  not  afibrded,  however,  by  France,  for,  of  our 
vegetable  export,  she  takes  scarcely  any ;  but  a 
market  furnished  almost  exclusively  bv  Great 
Britain  for  her  own  supply,  and  that  of  tne  coun- 
tries under  her  possession. 

Now,  if  it  h^s  been  shown  that,  if  the  Orders 
in  Council  were  off  to-morrow^  you  could  get  no 
new  market  for  the  great  staple  of  the  country, 
cotton :  and  it  has  been  also  shown,  that  the  ex- 
port of  wheat,  flour,  and  vegetable  prodiicts,  was 
never  anything  near  so  great  as  at  present ;  let 
the  farmers  and  planters  of  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Marylana,  Virginia^  and  the  Western 
States,  tell  what  they  are  going  to  war  for  ? 

Look  althe  same  statement  for  the  situation  of 
the  export  of  our  domestic  manufkctnres : 
In  1791,  the  exportation  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures, amounted  to  -       -       -        -    $600,000 
In  1811,  notwithstanding  the  restric- 
tions, to -    2,062,000 

Haviiig  increased  more  than  three  times  since 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninetv-one,and  giving  also 
to  the  manufacturers  a  larger  export  tban  in  any 
foriber  year.  In  iaddition  to  (heir  having,  in  many 
articles,  the  entire  supply  of  the  home  market; 
thus  afibrdiog  to  the  manufacturers  a  much  ffreat- 
jer  degree  of  encouragement  than  they  ever  oefoce 
experienced.  Let  the  tnanufactorers  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  other  parts  of  the  Union,  also  tell, 
then,  what  are  they  going  to  war  for  ?  If  this  be 
the  situation  of  our  domestic  manufactures,  and 
if  our  agriculture  is  in  a  high  state  of  prosperity, 
except  for  a  few  articles  which  a  war 'would  not 
improve  tbe  demand  for,  and  conimerce  is  aban- 
doned, it  mMs(  follow,  if  we  go  to  war,  we  must, 
as  has  been  stated,  go  to  war  for  our  honor. 

Well,  sir,  this  is  a  noble  themes  perhaps,  a  boon 
worth  contending  for;  it  is  the  fruitful  parent  of 
many  virtues ;  it  is  the  germ^  whatever  adorns 
and  sanctifies  arbapity,  cour,tesy,  and  confidence, 
in  polished  life.  Tbe  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  in  the  fervor  of  his  imagination,  pos- 
sibly may  think, 

'*  It  were  an  easy  task, 
To  pIudL  biight  honorfrom  the  pide-ikeed  mooBr 
Qr  diva  into  the  bottom  of  the  deep, 
Where  fiitbom  line  ne'er  sonnded, 
And  fetch  up  drowned  honor  by  ^e  locks ; 
6o  he  that  brought  her  thence 
Mighty  without  co-riVal,  wear  aU  her  dignities.*^ 
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Sir,  the  feelhsff,  if  it  exist,  is  ereditiMe  to  hfm.; 
but  I  can  assure  him,  if  this  be  a  contest  for  hoo- 
<M',  he'  will  not  alone  *^f%tch  «p  drowned  honor 
\ff  the  locks,"  nor  "without  co-riT«i,  wear  all 
her  dignities."  In  this  contest,  ten  thousand  gai- 
iant  spirits  will  start  with  him  in  the  race;  ten 
thoasand  other  ^tlant  spirits  will  struggle  with . 
hhn  for  the  goai. 

Where  the  fugitive  has  heen  for  thc^last  tweWe 
years,  I  know  nbr;  but  whether  she  has  been 
drinkinfr  sale  and  bitter  tears  in  the  fathomless 
caves  Of  oceau,  or  wandering  an  outcast,  desert- 
ed and  foriorn,  among  the  wild^  beyond  the  W^- 
eni  moabtainis,  itisec^uallyour  duty  to  welcome 
her  return;  we  should  consider  it  as  the  harbio^ 
ffer  of  better  times — as  the  mbrning  star  of  a  new 
day — we  should  make  it  a  jubilee  for  tbe  nation. 
The  tutelary  genius  of  Amertca  should  deceive 
her  with  open  arms ;  should  endeavor  to  make 
her  teach  us,  in  the  high-wrought  laiigUage  of 
cue  of  onx  aative  bards,  to  attempt,  once  again, 

<'  Amid  our  own  stars, 
To  inscribe  a  Ba|ion*8  name.''  '    n 

And  in  a  war  for  honor,  iii  the  words  of  tbe  same 
poet,  over  whose  tomb  the  cjpress  hbs  recently 
been  suspended,  should  make  us  remember,  as 
regards  more  than  one  Power,  that 
'Base  sohmiBsioavtnyitiDgboth  indigoity  and  plnnder, 
like  a  worm,  kitts  tfaa  oak  that.eouid  have  brsTed  the 
thunder." 

But,  sir.  it  is  more  especially  the  part  of  honpr 
to  discriminate,  to  draw  even  nice  distiactfons — 
acainst  whom,  then,  should  commence  this  war 
of  honor?  Most  Unquestionably,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, against  France.  For,  let  me  askyou,  sir, 
without  going  far  back,  when  General  Turreau 
wrote  his  most  insolent  letter  to  the  American 
Obveroinent,  demandiug  an  interdiction  of  the 
trade  to  St.  Domingo,  and  ycHi  complied  with  it, 
where  was  your  honor?  When  France  under- 
took to  deprive  I  you  of  one  of  your  most  essen- 
ttel  rights  of  sovereignty,  and  to  declare  war  for 
yoo  'f  to  state  that  you  were  at  war,  and  she  would 
so  consider  you ;  and  you  renaained  quiet^-where 
was  your  honor  ?  When  she  told  you  that  you 
were  a  nation  without  policy,  without  spirit,  and 
without  principle ;  that  you  were  inferior  to  any 
■iicmbly  of  the  colony  of  Jamaica,  and  we  still 
courted  her — where  was  your  honor  ?  When  she 
phmders,  sinks,  boms,,  and  destroys,  our  vessels 
and  cargoes ;  when  ^e  manacles  and  impresses 
oar  seamen,  and  marches  them,  like  galley  slaves, 
through  her  territories,  and  we  only  complain, 
that  these  are  "the  must  distressing  modes  b^ 
which  belligerents  can  exercise  force  in  opposi- 
tion to  right"— where  is  our  honor? 

When  we  submit  to  th^t  most  infamous  of  all 
deerees--the  Ramboufllet  decree,  issued  in  May, 
1810,  to  uke  place  from  March,  1809,  by  which 
a  hif^n  amount  of  American  property  was  seized, 
and  never  has  been  restored,  under  the  pretence 
of  balancing  seizures  in, the  United  States  which 
never  existed — ^where  is  our  honor? 

When,  after  paving  dduUe  the  price  which  any 
•other  people  would  have  gif  en  for  a  territory— 


whan  we  were  coavinecd  of  the  fairness  ^f  the 
title,  and  took  possession  of  itr-^wh^n  we  put  our 
doiqgs  on  our  own  statute  hook,  and  promulgated 
them  to  the  world — when  we  had. done  this,  and 
observe,  a  frown  laweriog  Upon  the  brow  of  an 
apostate  Bishop,  a  wanderer  from*his  country  and 
his  God^and  we  shrunk  from  a  possession  which 
we  still  claim— where  was  oUr  honor  ?  Thi»  is 
the  foolest  stain  on  the  anaals  of  your  history  i 
and,  if  the  title  be  a  fair  one,  the  whole  military 
force  of  the  United  States,  if  necessary,  should 
be  put  in  requisition  to  wipe  it  away,  anu  to  pos- 
sess and  defend  the  countiy  in  question. 

Sir,  when  Mr.  Serrurier  told  us,  in  hisletter  of 
the  23d  of  July  last,  that  His  Majesty  the  Bm- 
peror  of  France,  having  an  equal  interest  in  all 
^*of  the  States,  desires  that  the  relatioas  of  com- 
merce should  be  comihoa  to  all  parts  of  tbe  Fed-, 
eral  territory"— when  we  were  told  this  to  our 
teeth,  at  the  very  mon»ent,  or  shortly  before, 
when  the  whole  of  New  England,  possesaing  half 
tbe  seacoast;  and  nearly  half  the  tonnage  of  tbe 
United  States,  was  iinder  the  ban  of  his  eapire^ 
under  a  bull  of  excpmmnnication,  and  not  per» 
mitted  to  ship  to  the  value  of  a  aintle  cent  of  co- 
lonial produce  to  his  empire,  while  permisstoiia 
were  given  to  New  York,  to  Charleston,  and,  for 
aught  I  knoW) .  to  Baltimore,  and  we  made  no 
repl^,  where  was  our  honor  ? 
^  Sir^  I  do  not  complain  i^  the  fact,  but  of  the 
delusion  with  which  we  are  perpetually  shufllad; 
no,  sir ;  on  the  contrary,  eo^long-as  Friance  pur- 
sues her  present  system  of  conduct  toward  us,  I. 
want  no  intercourse  with  her ;  wou|d  to  God,  to 
lone  as  she  thiis  treats  us,  there  were  a  Chineae 
wall  extending  from  the  foundations  of  the  great 
deep  to  the  third  Heavens,  all  round  her  empire, 
if  such  a  one  were  necessary,  to  out  off  all  com- 
munication between  her  and  ^  until  she  is  bet- 
ter disposed  to  do  us  justice. 

Thus,  sir,  although  France  unquestionably 
should  DC  the  first  object  of  attack,  yet  adhering 
to  tbe  Republican  principlej  that  the  will  of  the 
majority,  legaUy  expresaed,  must  govern,  and  the 
nation  will  not  go  to  war  with  France,  but  will 
engage  ia  a  war  with  Great  Britain  ;  1  am  readf 
to  admit  that,  in  a  whr  fyit  honor,  you  havecanee 
enough  for  war  against  Great  Britain. 

I  am  no  partisan  of  Britain  in  opposition  to  the 
interest  or  feelings  of  my  own  country.  Whett 
one  of  her  navy  officers  inflicted  that  most  oat* 
raffeous  insult  upon  us — the  attack  upon  the 
Onesapeake-^there  was  not  a  man  in  the  nation 
who  would  hare  been  williuff  to  have  gone  fur- 
ther in  anything,  cot*sing  anu  boastiiM;  excepted, 
to  avenge  it,  than  myself.  Nor  did  f  ever  con-^ 
tend  for  the  sw^piUg,  extended  construction  that 
was  attempted  to  be  given  to  her  principle  of 
blockade.  Both  these  points  are,  however,  now 
happily  adjusted ;  an  atonement  has  been  made 
and  accepted  for  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeakei 
which  it  would  be  the  part  of  petulance  and  cow- 
ardice to  repine  at,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  a 
r^r^ach  on  our  own  pusillanimity,  for  having 
received  what  we  ought  not  to  have  acceded  to. 
Aud  the  principle  of  blockade  has  been  so  ezpU- 
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cidy  laid  dowa  m  th«  ne^nt  cof  respood^aoa  of 
Mr«  Foster,  io  cooforiaUy  with  the  established  re- 
cognised law  of  natiAQs,  as  to  make  future  cavil 
with  regard  to  it  impossible. 

I  derived  no  pleasure  from  the  bitter  sarcastic 
retorts  of  Mr.  CaBaini^in  my  estimation  mach 
better  adapted  to  theflippant  petulance  of  the  tea- 
table,  than  to  the  bureau  of  a  statesman.  Nor 
was  I  gratified  by  the  dii)lomatic  manauiyriQg 
and  evasions  of  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  in  re-^ 
sard  to  the  appointment  of  a  Minister  to.  the 
United  States,  and  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  equally  inde- 
fensible in  point  of  principle,  whether  they  are 
attempted  to  be  supported  on  the  ground  of  retal- 
iation, or  that  of  self-preservation. 

I  once  thought  Great  Britain  was  contending 
for  her  existence;  that  dream  haanow  completely 
passed  away.  And,  how  is  it  possible  that  a  third 
and  neutral  party  can  make  itself  a  fair  object  of 
retaliation  for  oiea&ures  which  it  did  not  counsel, 
which  it  did  not  approve,  wbioh  militate  strongly 
with  iu  interesu,  which  ir  is  and  ever  has  been 
anxiously  desirous  to  remave^  which  it  has  resist- 
ed by  every  means  in  iu  power  which  it  thought 
expc»dient  to  use^and.  of  these  Hieans,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  neutral  party  ought  to  he  the  sola 
jifdge^  wiiichit  haseadMvorad  to  get  rid  of  even 
at  a  great  sacrifice !  How  is  it  possible  that  a 
neutral  country,  thus  conducting,  xaa  make  itself 
a  ftiix  object  of  retaliation  for  measures  which  it 
did  nor  originate,  which  it  oonld  not  f)revent,  and 
cannot  control  ?  The  contrary,  doctrine  may  be 
contended  foe  by  th^  diplojnatist  in  obedience  to 
his  instructions,  by  the  statesman  in  oonforn^i^y 
with  what  he  considers  the  int^reatand  the  pobcy 
of  his  country;  but  that  it  should  now  be  support- 
ed by  any  man  of  sober,  unimpassioned  mind,^ 
can,  to  my  perceptions,  be  accounted  fbr^  only 
from  the  existence  of  a  prejudice  as  gross  as  ig- 
norance made  drunk. 

Thus,  sir,  to  my  view,  the  Orders  in  Couacil 
are  wholly  uiyustifiable,  let  ihem  be  bottomed 
either  on  the  principle  of  retaHatioa  or  of  self- 
preservation ;  they  might  not  be  Sintenable,  if 
they  could  rest,  which  they  never  eould  do,  on  a 
revocation,  a  bona  fide  virtual  revocation  of  the 
French  decrees ;  for  every  ^^azette  fit'om  the  sea- 
board furnishes  damning  evidence  of  their  exist- 
ence; and  almost  every  arrival  in  our  ports 
showers  upon  us  proofs  as  thick  as  hail-stones  in 
a  Summer's  storm.  Amoag  other^  look  at  the 
ship  General  Eaton,  taken  when  bound  from 
London  to  Charleston^  in  ballast,  exclusively 
American ;  the  memorial  estahlishiog  th^  facu 
has  been  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Cutts.)  Look 
at  the  account  of  Captain  Lefevre,  who  has  just 
arrived  at  Norfolk,  and  whose  vessel  was  burned 
at  sea  by  a  coupla  of  Frenck  frigates  that  had 
sailed  from  France  after  the  pretended  abroffation 
of  the  French  decreeiL  the  captain  of  which  told 
him  he  had  orders  to  destroy  all  American  vessels 
bound  to  or  from  a  British  port,  but  that  if  he 
ciwtured  a  British  vessel,  a  vessel  of  their  open, 
acknowledged,  inveterate  enemy,  he  could  give 


her  to  Captain  Lefevre*  The  frigates  aflerwavd 
did  fall  in  with  an  English  vessel,  and  the  French 
captain  humanely  gave  her  to  Capuin  Le&vre 
and  liis  crew,  who,  by  this  means  alone,  reached 
the  United  States. 

Look  at  the  case  of  the  brig  Juliaii,  carried 
into  Norway  and  acquitted  after  the  paymeiit  of 
co6ts,  then  again  captured  by  a  Freqch  privateer, 
and  condemned  for  this,  among  other  allegatioiist 
that  if  she  were  an  American  vessel,  she  was  en- 
titled, to  be  respected  by  Denmark,  and  to  be  re- 
leased without  expense,  and  that  the  payment  of 
these  costs,  without  wbich  the  whole  property 
had  been  sacrificed  in  the  first  instance,  wks  evi- 
dence of  her  beinsf  British  property! 

Look  at  a  case  still  more  atroi^ious^-the'  state- 
ment of  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  I 
have  been  requested  to  present  to  the .  Senate. 
Its  authenticity  cannot  be  questioned ;  it  comes 
from  a  highly  respectable  merchant  whom  t  per- 
sonally well  know,  (John  Parker,  Es^«)  and  is> 
supported  by  the  process  verbal,  whica  I  also 
have,  and  other  evidence  of  the  facts  contained 
in  it.  It  is  the  case  of  the  brig  Catharine,  Cap- 
tain Ockington,  and,  by  the  memorial,  it  appeara 
that  this  vessel  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  tenth 
April,  1810,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  eoffiee,  su- 
gar, cocoa,  dye<> woods,  and  cotto|i,  hound  to  Got- 
tenourg,  in  mveden.  and  from  thence  to  aaiy  oUier 
port  in  the  Baltic,  which  oa  her  ardval  at  Gol-^ 
tenburg  would  ^ppear  to  ofier  the  most  advanta- 
geous market.  The  vessel  aniil  cargg  were  ex- 
clusively owned  by  American  citizensi  and  were 
furnished  With  every  document  required  by  our 
laws,  or  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  in- 
cluding w  nftost  ampk  certificates  from  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  France*  Oa  her  pas- 
sa^  to  Gottenburg  she  was  captured  by  a  Danish 
privateer,  and  carried  into  Jahrsund,  wher?,  after 
a  detention  of  ten  months  and  five  days,  she  waa 
liberated,  subject  however  ta  the  payment  of 
costs,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  l^qnafide  Amer- 
ican property,  and  had  not  contravened  either 
the  law- of  nations  or  the  modern  law  set  up  by 
the  Government  of  France,  and  enforced  under 
its,  influence  and  authority  in  other  countries  of 
the  continent  of  Blurope. 

Thus  liberated,  after  so  long  a  detention,  and 
at  an  ^pense  of  more  than  lour  thousand  dolr 
lars,  and  thus  furnished  with  the  opinion  of  a 
vigilant  court  that  she  was  liable  to  no  suspieioa, 
the  vessel  departed  fVom  Jahrsund)  and  proeeedied 
to  Gotten btti^,  her  original  port  of  destinatiout 
where  finding  her  cargo  unsaleable,  she  proceeded 
for  St.  Petersburg,  first  stopping  at  Elsinore  to 
pay  the  Sound  duties,  in  oraer  to  prevent  any 
possible  pretence,  either  that  she  availed  herself 
of  ettemy?s  convoy,  or  that  she  had  made  any 
auempt  w  elude  the  laws  of  Denolark;  aad 
having  there  complied  with  all  the  regulations^ 
both  of  Fiance  aad  Denmark,  and  having  also 
had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  being  visited 
by  British  cruisan^  the  vessel  sailed  from  Elsi* 
nore  to  St.  Petersburg,  when,  on  the  3d  of  May^. 
1811,  she  was  captured  by  a  French  privateer,, 
duly  commissioncMl  by  the  Emperor  of  France,* 
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aad  carried  into  Daatzie.  Oo  her  arrival  at  that 
port,  8he  was  pat  ander^  the  cQiUrol  oi  the  Con- 
sol  of  Frattce^  and  all  her  papers  were  foieihly 
taken  by  the  said  Consol,  and  seat  to  Paris,  in 
Older  chat  legal  luroeets H^ght  be  there  instituted 
agaiiist  her. 

In  onloading  the  cargo,  the  most  illegal  eoQ- 
duct  was  adopted.  Several  of.  the  crew  were 
impressed  for  the  service  of  Hie  Imperial  Majes^ 
tr,  and  impediments  were  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  supercargo,  by  withholding  his  passports  near 
two  months,  although  he  had  applied  for  them 
to  the  American  Charge  d'Affiures,.  to  prevent 
his  getting  to  Paris  to  defend  the  vessel  and  car- 
go^ Thus  situated,  at  a  very  eerly  period  the 
supercargo  made  known .  to ,  Mr.  Russell,  the 
American  Charge  d' Affairs  at  Paris,  the  circum- 
stances of  the  capture,  who  applied  to  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  received  assu* 
raneesfrpoi  him,  tbiH  he  bad  made  a  favorable 
report  of  the  case  to  the  Emperor.  Notwith- 
standing  this  perfect  knovi«<)g«  of  the  case,  and 
the  favorable  report.of  the  French  Minister,  the 
Cooncil'of  Prizes,  on  the  10th  ckty  of  September 
last,  without  hearing  any  plea  or  defence  on  be* 
half  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  cendemnatioa*  of  them  both  r  in 
which,  after  reciting  that  the  Catharine  had  been 
captured  by  the  French  armed  ship  the  Jenne 
Adolphe.  and  that  she  had  been  libelled  on  the 
ground  "that  part  of  the  cargo  came  from  fipan- 
ish  and  Portiiffuese  colonies,  and  that,  moreover, 
it  consisted  of  colonial  articles,  whose  importa- 
tion was  prohibited  by  His  Majesty's  decrees^;^' 
that  she  had  been  eaptured  by  the  Danes,  and 
acquitted  by  the  Danbh  courts,  and  that  she  had 
arrived  at  Gottenbnrg,  in  which  port  an  Elngltsh 
cotter  wa»  then  lying,  but  which  had  not  hailed 
the  Catharine ;  alter  reciting  that  another  vessel 
had  hailed  her  on  her  passage,  the  officers  of 
which  had  spoken  the  English  language;  that 
the  captain,  supercargo,  and  mapners,  had  ail 
concurred  in  these  facts ;  after  reciting  moreover 
a  complete  list  of  all  the  papers  found  on  board 
the  Catharine,  which  consisted  of  every  docu- 
ment required  by  the  law  of  nations^  and  the 
modern  usages  of  France,  all  certified  hy  the 
French  Consul  at  Boston ;  the  Council  of  Prizes 
proceeded  to  condemn  both  vessel  and  cargo, 
valued  at  eighty-five  thodsand  dollars,  on  the 
foUowiog  pretences,  if  even  such  they  may  be 
called:  that  *4besaid  brig  had  anchored  at  Gtot- 
tenburg,  at  which  port  there  was  an  armed  Eng* 
lish  packet  boat,  and  that  this  was  an  indication 
or  proof— the  cargo  consisting  also  mostly  of  arti^ 
cles  of  colonial  produce— that  the  same  was  in 
the  interest  of  the  enemy's  commerce ;  that  there. 
was  no  reason  to  bdi<9ve  that  she  entered  the 
Baltie  without  convoy ;  and  if  she  were  not  dis- 
turbed by  the  numetotts  vessbls  of  the  enemy,  it 
was  because  she  was  an  enemy's  ship  unddr  an 
American  mask;^  and  they  then  proceeded  to 
condemn  both  vessel  and  cargo,  and  to  decree 
that  the  capture  was  good  and  available^  Thus, 
if  an  American  vessel  is  cleared  in  a  Danish 
court  as  being  6ofia  ftde  neutral  property,  fou^ 


suli^ected  to  the  -payment  of  costs,  in  a  Frendt 
court,  the  payment  of  these  condemns  her.  be^ 
cause  she  ought  to  have  been  released  without 
them. 

If  she  has  been  met  with  going  to,  or  ^omiag' 
from  an  English  port,  whether  with  a  cargo  or 
without,  this  is  sufficient  ground  to  capture  or 
destroy  ner;  if  she  has  been  spoken  bv  a  vessel 
from  her  own  country  in  the  English  language, 
or  has  entered  a  port  where  an  English  vessel 
should  be  lyHng  it  anchor,  which  did  not  even 
pav  her  so  much  attention  as  to  hail  her,  she  i^ 
to  be  condemned ;  if  no  proof  is  given  that  she 
took  convoy,  it  is  alleged  that  no  proof  is  fur* 
nished  that  she  miffht  not  have  ^ken  it ;  if  die 
is  visited  hy  a  British  ship  she  is  condemned ;  and 
if  she  has  not  heen  visited,  nor  molested,  she  is 
condemned,  because  her  not  being  so  disturbed  is 
evidence  she  was  in  the  interest  of  the  enemy's 
commerce !  Nor  .has  this  been  done  by  an  infe- 
rior court,  or  by  subordinate  agents.  The  con- 
demnation of  the  Catharine  and  eargo  was  de* 
creed  at  Paris  by  the  highest  priee  court  on  the 
10th  September,  and  was  confirmed  by  the  Em- 
peror in  person  on  the  14th,  after  a/ull  knowl- 
edge of  the  cii'eumstances,  and  after  a  favorabio 
decision  on  the  case  had  been  promised  by  the 
French  Minisier  of  Foreign  Amiirs.  Thus,  sir, 
is  situated  our  eooMneroe  as  it  respects  Frane^ 
and  such  is  the  evidence  of  the  virtual  ^  actual 
(repeal  of  her  decrees. 

Still,  sir,  if  we  are  going  to  war  with  Gkeat 
Britain,  let  it  be  a  real,  efi»ctual,  vigorous  war» 
Give  us  a  naval  force.  This  is  the  sensitive 
choird  you  can  touch,  and  which  would  have 
more  effect  on  her  than  ten  armies.  '  €Hve  us 
thirty  ewifc-sailing,  well-appointed  frigates ;  they 
are  better  than  seventy-fdurs ;  two  thirtjr-sit-gUQ 
frigates  can  be  built  and  maintained  for  the  same 
expense  as  one  seventy-four,  and  for  putnoses  of 
annoyance  for  which  we  want  them,  thef  are 
better  than  t^o  seventy-fours;  they  are  manag^ 
easier^  ought  to*  sail  faster,  and  can  be  navigated 
in  shoal  water.  We  do  not  want  seventy-fours  ; 
courage  being  equal,  in  line-of-battle  ships,  skill 
and  experience  will  always  insure  success.  We 
are  not  ripe  for  them ;  but  butt-bolt  the  sides  of 
an  Americau  to  tha,t  of  a  British  frigate,  and 
thoi^h  we  should  lose  sometimes.  We  would  win 
as  0^0  as  we  should  lose.  The  whole  history 
of  the  Rcvoiutionarv  war,  when  we  met  at  sImi 
on  equal  terms,  would  bear  testimony  in  favot  of 
this  opinioo.  Give  us,  then,  this  little  fleet  well 
appointed ;  place  your  Navy  Department  under 
an  able  and  spirited  Administration;  give  tone 
to  the  service.  Let  a  sentirnent  like  the  follow- 
ing^ precede  every  letter  of  mstruction  to  the  cap- 
tain of  a  ship  of  waf— "Sir,  the ^ honor  of  the 
nation  is  in  a  degree  attached- to  the  flag  of  your 
vessel;  remember,  that  it  mary  be  sunk  wrtnout 
disgrace,  but  can  never  be  struck  without  dis- 
honor." Do  thb ;  cashier  every  officer  who  strikes 
his  flag,  and  you  will  soon  have  a  good  account 
of  your  Navy.  This  may  he  said  to  be  a  hard 
tenure  of  service;  but,  hard  or  easy,  sir,  embark 
in  an  actmd,  vi^oreus  war,  and  in  a  few  weeks, 
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perhaps  days,  I  would  engage  completely  to  offip 
cer  your  whole  fleet  from  New  Englaod  alope. 

Give  us  this  little  fleet,  aud  in  a  quarter  part  of 
the  time  you  could  operate  upon  her  in  auy  other 
way^  we  would  bring  her  to  terms  with  you— 
not  to  your  feet.  No,  Sir.  Great  Britain  is,  at 
present,  the  -most  colossal  power  the  world  ever 
witnessed.  Her  dominion  extends  from  the  ris- 
ing to  the  setting  sun.  Survey  it  for  a  motnent. 
Commencing  with  the  newly  found  continent  of 
New  Holland  as  she  proceeds  she  embra'ces  un* 
<ler  her  protection,  or  in  her  possession,  the  Phil- 
ippine Islamls,  Java,  Sumatra;  passes  the  coast, 
of  Malacca;  rests  for  a  short  time  fruitlessly  to 
endeavor  to  number  the  countless  millions  of  her 
subjects  in  Hindostan ;  windsinto  the  sea  of  Ara- 
bia ;  skirts  along  the  coasts  q(  Cofomandel  and 
Ceylon;  stops  for  a  moment  for  refreshment  at 
the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Hope ;  visits  her  plantations 
of  the  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon ;  sweeps' 
along  the  whole  of  the  Antilles;  doubles  Cape 
Hern  to  protect  her  whalemen  in  the  Northern 
and  Southern  Pacific  oceans ;  crosses  the  Araeri- 
can  continent  fropd  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  to 
Hudson's  Bay;  glancing  in  the  passage  at  her 
colonies  of  the  Can^das,  Nova  Scona,  and  New 
Bruhswiek ;  thence  continues  to  Newfoundland, 
to  look  after  and  foster  her  fisheries,  and  then 
takes  her  departure  for  the  United  Kingdoms  of 
Bngland,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  nor  rests  until 
she  reaches  the  Orkneys — the  tdtima  thule  of  the 
geography  of  the  i^ncients.  Such  an  overgrowii 
commercial  and  colonial  power  as  this  never  be- 
f(»re  existed.  True,  sir,  she  has  an  enormousK 
nationaLdebt  of  700  millions  of  pdunds  sterling, 
aad  a  diurnal  expenditure  of  a  milliou  of  dollars, 
which,  while'  we  are  whining  about  m  want  of 
resources,  would,  in  six  short  weeks,  wipe  ofifthe 
whole  public  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Will  Ihese  nuHstones  sink  her?  Will  they 
subject  her  to  the  power  of  France t  No,  sir; 
burst  the  bubble  to-morrow;  destroy  the  fragile 
basis  on  which  her  public  credit  stands,  the  sin- 
gle word  cmfidence^  sponge  her  national  debt; 
revolutionize  her  Government ;  cut  the  throats  of 
all  her  royal  family,  and  dreadful  as  would  be 
the  process,  she  would  rise  with  renovated  vigor 
from  the  fall,  and  present  to  her  enemy  a  more 
imposing,  irresistibhe  front  than  ever.  No,  sir; 
Great  Britain  cannot  besuhjusated  by  France; 
the  genius  of  her  institutions,  the  genuine  game- 
cock, bull-dog  spirit  of  her  people,  will  lift  her 
head  above  the  waves  long  after  the  dynasty  of 
Bonaparte — the  ill-gotten  power  of  Franise,  col- 
lected by  perfidy,  plunder,  and  usurpation,  like 
Che  unreal  image  of  old,  composed  of  clay,  and  of 
iron,  and  of  brass,  and  of  silver,  and  of  gold,  shall 
have  crumbled  into  atoms.  > 

From  this  belief  I  acknowledge  I  derive  a  sen- 
timent of  gratulation.  In  New  England  our 
blood  is  unmixed ;  we  are  the  direct  descendants 
of  Englishmen ;  we  are  natives  of  the  soil.  In 
the  Legislature  of  the  respectable  and  once  pow- 
erful State  of  Massachusetts  now  in  session,  com- 
posed of  near  seven  hundred  members,  to  my 
Knowledge  not  a  single  foreigner  holds  a  seat. 


As  Great  Britain  wrongs  us  I  would  fight  her. 
Yet  I  should  be  worse  than  a  barbarian  did  I  not 
reinice  that  the  sepulchres  of  our  forefathers, 
which  are  in  that  country,  would  remain  un- 
sacked,  and  their  coffins  rest  undisturbed  by  the 
unhallowed  rapacity  of  the  Goths  and  Saracens 
of  modern  Europe.  / 

How  then,  sir,  will  it  he  asked,  are  we  to  ope- 
rate on  a  Power  such  as  I  have  described?  Let 
us  have  th^se  thirty  frigates;  she  cannot  block- 
ade Ihem;  our  coasts  are  In  our  favor;  the  ele- 
ments are  in  our  favor ;  from  November  to  the 
month  of  March,  in  the  Northern  Slates  I. mean, . 
all  the  navies  of  all  the,  world  could  not  blockade 
them  in  our  ports ;  with  our  inclement  weather 
and  northeast  and  southeast  storms,  and  hazard- 
ous shores,  and  tempestuous  northwest  gales, 
whic|i  afibrd  the  b^  chances  to  go  off  the  coast, 
enemy  ships  •of  war  could  not  keep  their  stations. 
Divide  these  thirty  fri^tes  into  six  squadrons; 
place  them  in  the  northern ' ports  ready  for  sea; 
and,  at  favorable  moments,  we  would  pounce 
upon  her  West  India  Islands,  and  repeat  the  game 
or  De  Grasse  and  D'Estaiog  in  1779  and  1780. 
By  the  time  she  was  looking  for^us  there,  we 
would  be  round  Cape  Horn  cutting  up  her  whale- 
men. When  pursued  there,  we  would  skim 
away  to  the  Indian  ocean,  and  look  after  her 
China  and  India  fleets,  of  whom  we  would  give 
a  far  different  account  from  that  of  Linois,  the 
Frenchman.  Occasionally  we  would  look  after 
her  Ctuebec  fleet,  and  her  Jamaica  fleet ;  some- 
times we  would  do  as  the  French  privateers  now 
do,  make  our  appearance  in  the  chops  of  the 
Channel,  and  now  and  thdn  we  might  even  wind 
north  about,  and  look  ioto  the  Baltic.  We  should 
sometimes  meet  tvith  disasters,  but  we  have  abun- 
dant means  to  repair  them.:  Well  managed^  it 
would  require  a  hundred  British  frigates  to  watch 
the  movenients  of  these  thirty. 

These  are  the  means,  sir,  by  which  I  would, 
bring  Great  Britain  not  to  our  feet,  but  to  her 
senses.  The  Government  of  Great  Britain  is  in 
some  degree  a  popular  one ;  two  branches  of  her 
Government — the  King  and  the  Commons — are 
governed  by  the  popular  sentiment,  and  the  hos- 
pital of  incurables  must  always  follow  suit. — 
Touch  <the  popular  sentiment  effectually;  and  you 
control  the  Commons;  the  Commons,  by  with* 
bplding  the  supplies  and  the  civil  list,  control  the 
King  and  obtain  a  change  of  Ministry  aivd  a 
change  of  measures.  In  this  way  you  obtained 
the  peace  of  1783.  Had  it  depended  on  the  King 
and  the  Lords,  you  would  not  have  had  a  peace 
until  this  time. 

We  can  touch  the  popular  sentiment.  With 
the  fleet  I  have  mentions  we  could  harass  great- 
ly the  ,  commerce  of  Great  Britain  ;  we  could 
bring  her  people  to  their  senses ;  we  could  make 
them  ask  their  Government  for  what  object  they 
continued  thus  to  violate  our  rights?  whether  it 
was  for  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  throw  as 
into  the  lap  of  her  enemy  ?  Whether  it  was  for 
her  interest  tb  ehibitter  us  toward  her  still  more? 
Whether  it  i^as  for  her  interest  to  sever  the  pri n-' 
eipal  lien  of  connexion  between  her  and  us,  by. 
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oUiiniig  Q^  to  become  a  manufaetariog  people  ? 
And  on  this  bead  we  coti^ld  make  an  exhibit  that 
wo«ld  astonish  both  friends  and  foes. '  Whether  it 
was  for  her  interest  to  force  us  to  become  pretfla* 
tavely  a  great  maHtime  nation,  destined,  one  day^ 
or  other,  to  dispute  with  her  the  sceptre  of  the 
ocean  ?  In  short,  I  would  make  the  peopl^e  ask 
the  GoverniBent  ctit  bone  in  this  war.  And  the 
moment  this  is  effected  on  both  sides  the  water, 
the  war  is  terminated,  the  business  is  finished,,and 
yon  have  only  to  agree  on  f^ir  and  equal  terms  of 
peace. 

Look  at  the  ei^pense  and  the  effect  of  the  mea- 
sures^ you  have  adopted.  You  are  to  hare  a' 
slandini^  army  of  35,000  men,  50,000  volunteers, 
and  lOQjOOO  e(  the  roHitia.  These  you  cannot 
get  into  actual  service  without  the  mrlitia,at  less 
expense  than  forty-five  millions  of  dollars  annu- 
ally— the  ways  and  means  proposed  being  less  is 
DO  evidence  to  the  contrary — no  experienced  mil- 
icarv  man  can  estimate  it  at  less.  What  are  you 
to  do  with  it?  You  ov^un  Canada  without 
Biaterial  diflBculty,  Q^uebec  excepted  ;*  that  Qib- 
laltar  of  the  American  continent  can  only  be 
uken  by  regular  siege  and  investment';  you  most 
starve  it  out,  but  it  will  be  provisioned  for  three 
years  at  least,  and,  before  you  gel  there,  it  will  b^ 
lolly  garrisoned  by  experienced  troops.  Thus, 
tli^n,  to  get  Q^oebec  you  hav^  got  to  summer  and 
winter  a  siege  in  the  face  of  an  able  and  veteran 
garrison  for  three  years,  and  in  a  climate  where, 
daring  its  long  winters,  the  thermometer  some- 
times stands  at  thirty  degrees  below  zero,  and  the 
sentineU  freeze  at  their  posts.  Suppose  it  then 
faHs,  what  do  you  then  get?  Tbe  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Qiles)  has  already  told  you: 
your  eni»my  takes  possession  of  New  Orleans, 
New  York,  Newport,  or  some  other  prominent 
and  important  point-^you  theb  let  one  nand  wash 
the  other — make  the  exchange,  and  leave  ofi[  just 
where  you  began,  with  a  debt  of  $130,000,000  and 
the  country  subjected  to  aU  the  evils  of  war. 

Instead  of  three  years'  expense  of  the  land 
forces,  take  one  year— call  it  ^i5,D00,000  instead 
of  8130,000,000— contrast  this  With  ijhe  expense 
of  a  navy. 

The  existing  naVal  force  of  the  United  States 
may  be  estimated  as  etiual  ip  ten  stout  frigates^ 
twenty  additional  thirty-six  gun  frigates  would 
cost,  agreeab^  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  of  I^fovember  19, 1811,8163,000 
each,  equal  fur  twenty  new  frigates, 
to   .---.-       .        .83,420,00(^ 

Aaaual  expense  of  thirty  thirty-six- 
gun  frigates,  aceonfing  to  the  same 
estimate,  at  $102,000  annually^  is  ^ 


3,060,000 


Multiply  this  sum  ten  times  for  ten 
years'  service,  and  it  would  give    -  30^660,000 

Add  the  first  cost,  in  comJ[>lete  order, 
of  twenty  additional  frigates  now 
promised  to  be  built        -       .       .    3,420,0b0 

For  the  first  years  they  would  want 
bur  Utile  comparative  expense,  but 


add  twelve  per  cent,  per  aotuim,  to 
keep  the  whole  number  in  repair  for 
ten  years,  this  would  be  -        -       .-    5,832,000 

Making    ^  ^       -       -  89,820.000 

Thus  giving  an  efficient  maritime  force  of  30 
frigates  in  complete  order  for  ten  years,  with  a 
surplus  left  sufficient  to  replace  every  ship  of  thi;* 
fleet,  should  every  one  of  the  thirty  in  that  time 
be  lost  or  destroyed  by  the  eneiny.* 

Give  us.  then  a  navy.    The  Senate  have  pro- 
ceeded thus  far  with  a  unanimity  and  harmony 
highly  honorable  to  them  as  men  and  as  staies- 
men.    This  measure  will  be  considered  as  the 
te^t  of  ^our  sinceritv.    For  one,  if  it  be  not  acced- 
ed to,  however  reluctant  it  may  be  to  my  (eel- 
i<ng9,  to  divide  at  a  moment  like  this,  without  an 
effectual  defence  being  given. us,  I  $hall  not  con- 
sent to  burden  my  constituents  with 
Annual  loans  to  a  large  amount ; 
Additional  twejity-five  per  cent,  retention    on 
drawbacks,    thereby  destroying  the    colonial 
trade,  ana  cripf^ling  the  Treasury  instead  of 
replenishing  it ; 
New  and  heavy  tonnage  duties  on  ojir  own  ves- 
sels ; 
Duties  on  salt; 

on  licenses; 

on  auction  sales,  frequently  the  last  refdge 

of  the  distressed ; 
on  refined  sugars ; 
,  OB  carriages,  chaises,  ^nd  wagons,  for  the 
carriage  of  persons ; 
V      on  spilrils— 

Nor  ^all  I,  under  such  circumstances,  by  my 
vote,  cfonsent  to  impose  on  them  stamp aad direct  . 
taxes,  cum  muUis  cUiie,  that  must  folipw— expen- 
ses that  ought  not  to  be  gone  into,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  vigorously  prose<^ting  a  war  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  procure  a  speedy  and  favorable 
peace,  the  only  rational  dbject^  oT  war. 

Peace  is  most  unquestiouablv  the  polar  star  of 
the  policy  and  the  interest  of  .the  United  States; 
it  should  be  obtained  at  every  cost  short  of  an 
essential  sacrifice;  it  is  no  disgrace  for  an  infant 
not  to  contend  with  a  giant;  if  we  cannot  carry  on 
the  war  with  all  the  energy,  and  the  foroe^  and 
power  of  the -nation,  let  us  record  our  wrongs, 
make  the  bett -of  the  existing  state  of  things,  and, 
when  we  have  the  ability,  punish  our  aggressors 
to  the  last  letter  of  the  alphabet.  Possibly  this  is 
the  real  policy  of  the  United  States;  but,  if  we 
are  to  go  to  war,  give  us  a  navy ;  if  you  do  not, 
and  our  comnierce  is  abandoned,  our  navigation 
to  be  tfwept  from  the  face  of  the  ocean^  oiir  houses 
battered  about  pur  ears,  and  we  are  denied  those 
means  of  defence  which  the  Qod  Of  nature  has 
^iven  us,  and  to  which  w^  are  habituated,  then, 
indeed,  the  Northern  section  of  tbis  Union  will 
be  little  better  situated  than  the  colony  of  Jamai- 
ca ;  and,  forms  apart,  there  will  be  some  cause  to 
suspect  that  it  has  little  more  real  voice  or  weight 
in  the  Councils  of  the  Government  than  it  has  in 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
Give  DO  cause/sir,  for  auapicians  of  this  sort-^ 
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take  off  your  restricticms — aDmuZ2le  us--let  us 
hftve  peace  or  war.  If  we  have  war,  le(  it  com- 
mence with  one  cheering  prospect,  the  prospect  of 
unanimitjr.  Give  us  this  little  fleet,  and  in  twelve 
short  months  after  it  has  heen  fairly  launched  upon 
the  main,  we  will  engage  to  render  you  a  good  ac- 
count of  it,  we  will  be  enkbled  proudly  to  show 
you,  ihat 
"  Our  march,  too,  shall  be  upon  the  mountain  wave. 
Our  cannon  shall  re-echo  o'er  the  deep." 

Friday,  February  28. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  cepreaentatiPves  of 
Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased,  -was  read  the  second 
time.  ^       , 

On  motion, -by  Mr.  Giles,  Messrs.  Bradley 
and  Gregg  were  added  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill. for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Minifie.  i 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for.th«  relief 
of  the  officers  ^nd  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late 
campaign  on  the  Wabasb,"  reported  it  amended. 

Toe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  iici  Tor  the  benefit 
of  Christopher  Miller;"  and  the  words  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty  haviuff  been  struck  out  of  the  biU, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Oa  the  quesuon,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  uegativ«. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  tb  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Larkin  Smithy  collector 
of  the  district  of  Norfolk'  and  Portsmouth,  in  Vir- 
ginia, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors 
of  the  ports  of  Baltimore  and  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth ;  and  the  bill  was  r^atd,  and  passed  t^  the 
seeodd  reading. 

Mr.  Llotd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  Ani  act  authorising  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not'  exceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  giv- 
ing farther  time  for  registering  claims  to  land  in 
the^ western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Marvland,  the 
further  cfbnsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-  An  act 
concerning  the  Naval  Establishmetfi,"  was  post^ 
poned  to,  and  made  the  orderbt  the  day  for,  Mon- 
day next 

Monday,  March  2. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors  of  the 
ports. of  Baltimore  and  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Reed,  on  the  21st  January, 
as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  that  it  be  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider  and 
report  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
—yeas  12,  nays  Uj  as  follows : 

YsAs-rMessrs.  Andersen,  Bradley,  Campbell,  of 


Tennessee,  Condit,  Crswibrd,  franklin,  Ottgg^  fiow- 
ell,  llobinson,  Talt,  Turner,  and  V amnm. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Oampbeill,  of  Ohis,  Onlls^ 
Gaillard,  German,  GHles,  Goodridi,  Hnnter,  Lambert^ 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  i^th  of  Maijlaiid^  and  Wevtk* 
tngton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  motion  was  fur* 
ther  amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di* 
reeled  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statementy  so  Ihr  as 
the  same  may  be  praiietieable,  exhibiting  llie  aamber  of 
ships. and  vessels,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage,  and  the 
sei^rsl  kinds  and  amount  of  merchandise,  ^Ing  of  the 
growth,  prodnee,  or  manuiactnie  of  the  United  8tate% 
or  territories  thereof,  and  of  colonial  prodaee;  eipporlad 
from  thence  to  any  port  or  pla«e  in  France,  snbseqnevit 
to  the  period  at  which  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Mk- 
^an  decrees  was  to  have  take^  place ;  stating  distinctly 
the  duties  payable  in  the  ports  of  France  on  each  uxtt* 
cle,  before  and  since  that  period. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  as 
amended;  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— 
yeas  17,  nays  12,  as  follo*srs : 

Veas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent,  OampbeU 
of  Ohio,  Crawford;  Catts,  Gerinan^  Gibs,,  Goodridi, . 
Gregg,  Hunter,  Laonhert,  Lcib,  Lloyd,  P<^>e,  Reed,  and 
Smith  o^Marylaad. 

NATS^MeMM.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Teimeflsee, 
Condit,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Hobinson,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Torner,  Vamum«  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Mn.  Llotd.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Mary  Nicholson,  reported 
^  that,  in  their  omnion,  it  is  inexpedient  to  make 
provision  for  inaividual  cases  of  the  description 
of  that  of  the  petitioner;^'  and  the  report  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion,  br  Mr.  Tait,  th4  further  consider- 
atibn  of  the  bill  was  pbstpoiied  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Young  aad  others,  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbifi,  praying 
a  charter  for  a  bank,  under  the  title  of  the  ^Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria,"  for  reasons  therdn 
stated;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
k  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Brent,  Camp- 
bell, of  Tennessee,  and  T^ylor^  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Parker,  of  Boston,  merchant,  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  the  owners  of  the  bri^ntine  called  the  Cath- 
*lne,  and  her  cargo ;  stating  that  the  said  brigin- 
tine,  whilst  proceeding  on  her  lawful  voyage  to 
St.  t^etersburg,  was,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1811,  cap- 
tured by  a  French  "privateer,  and  carried  into 
Dant^ic  and  condemned,  and  praying  indemni* 
fication,  for  reasons  stated  at  largcin  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY, 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  t>f  the 
bill,  entitled  "  Aft  Act  concerning  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment." 
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Mr.  Crawforb  remtted  that  bis  ill  health  and 
vantof  strength  vouI3  not  permit  him  thorooghiv 
to  investigate  all  of  thie  important  subjects  whicn 
ha?e  been  incidentally  introduced  in  the  conxse 
of  this  discussion.  The  proposition  to  build 
twenty  frigates  has  no  intimate  cqnnesion  with 
sereralof  those  subjects,  which  might  with  great 
propriety  have  been  kept  entirely  out  of  view ; 
but,  as  the^  have  been  introduced,  he  would  not 
decline  their  discussion.^  Such  had  been  the  state 
of  his  health,  from  the  time  that  this  proposition 
bad  been  suomitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  that  he  had  not  until  this  morning  deter- 
mined to  participate  in  the,  discussion.  Tiie  ob- 
servation of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tncky  had  made  it  unnecessary  to  reply  to*  many 
of  the  statements  and  remarks  of  the  honorable 
gentlemen  from  Massachasetta  and  Virginia  (Mr. 
Llotd  ai^  Mr.  Gijubs.)  The  latter  gentieuMin 
complains  of  a  change  which  he  says  has  taken 
{Jace,  in  the  character  of  the  discussions  of  this 
House,  which  is  highly  detrimental  to  the  freedom 
of  debate.  He  complains  that  th^  motives  instead- 
of  the  arguments  of  the  speaker  have  become  the 
subject  of  inveatift^tion.  If  this  complaint  is 
founded  in  fact^  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented ;  bjut 
it  may  be  proper  to  inquire  whether  it  is  not  th^ 
necessary  result  of  -anotheir  change  in  thcl  char- 
acter of  our  discussions  introduced. by  those  who 
make  the  cotbplaint.  If,  instead  of  presenting  for 
the  conaideratiott  of  the  Senate  a  train  of  reason- 
ing calculated  to  elucidate  th6  proposition  cmder 
coasideraiion,  the  speaker  shoiud  substitiUe  the 
history  of  his  political  Hie,  opinions,  and  motives, 
he  ousht  not  to  complain,  if  his  profllered {.substi- 
tute »aiild  be  accepted  and  discussed  by  his 
oppooenu. 

The  sam^  gentleman  has  taken  a. review  of 
past  measures,  which  are  very  remotely,  if  in 
any  degree,  connected  with  the  proposition  before 
the  Senate.  Such  a  review  as  will  enable  us  to 
avoid  the  errors  into  which  we  may  have  fallen, 
from  precipitancy  or  from  the  want  of  sufficient  in- 
formation of  the  subjects  upon  which  we  have 
been  compelled  to  l^islatC}  may  be  highly  usefuL 
But  if  this  review  should  be  conducted  simply 
with  the  design  of  proving  that  the  reviewer  has 
always  been  right^  and  those  opposed  ta  him  al- 
ways wrong,  it  is  impossible  to  discover  any  ben- 
efit which  can  result  from  it.  It  may  indeed  be 
highly  gratifying  to  the  speaker,  but  it  cannot 
excite  any  pleasurable  sensation  in  the  bosom»of 
those  who  are  charged  witl^  being  uniformly 
wrong.  A  procedure  of  this  kind  is  calcujlated  to 
irritate  and  to  produce  the  effect  of  which  that 
honorable  gentleman  has  so  seriously  complained. 
It  is  natural  for  every  man  to  believe  ihat  his 
opioipns  are  right,  and  that  those  who  differ  with 
him  are  wrong.  The  difference  between  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  and  other  men  consists  not 
in  thought  but  ia  words.  Every  man  believes 
that  he  is  right,  but  every  man  does  Viot  upon  all 
occasions  undertake  to  prove  that  he  has  always 
been  right. 

The  same  gentleman  has  given  us  the  history 
of  proceedings  at  several  inofficial  meetings  of  the  ' 


members  of  Con|pre88  during  the  Winter  of  1809, 
which  in  his  opinion  Influenced  the  conduct  of 
that  bojdy  upon  several  important  questions.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  had  not  attended  any  of  those  meet- 
ings, and  had  never  felt  himself  noder  any  obli- 
|i;ation  to  conform  to  their  determination.  It  was 
impossible  for  him  to  discover  any  assignable  re-: 
lation  between  the  history  of  those  inofficial 
meetiogs,  and  the  proposition  to  build  twenty 
frigates.  Nor  had  he  been  able  to  discover,  that 
the  history  of  the  embargo,  and  the  agency  of  par- 
ticular individuals  in  procuring  its  repeal,  had 
any  tendency  to  .elucidate  that  proposition.  Upon 
this  subject  he  would  only  say,  that  the  gentleman 
must  be  mistaken,  in  the  inference  which  he  had 
drawn,  from  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
'tatives  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1809,  h^  which 
Mr.  Chittenobn's  resolution  for  repealing  the 
embargo  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  This 
vote  is  ofiered  by  that  gentleman  as  unquestion- 
able evidence,  that  a  majority  of  that  body  had, 
as  early  as  that  day,  determined  to  repeal  the 
embargo.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia will  take  the  trouble  of  examining  the  whole 
of  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Repr^tsentatives  of 
that  day,  a  part  of  which  it  appears  he  has  exam- 
ined, he  will  find  that  the  inference  which  he 
has.  drawn  from  that  vote  is  contradicted  by  a 
solemn  decision  of  that  House.  In  page  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  h?  will  find  an  amendment 
offered  to  the  act  for  enforcing  the  embargo,  in 
the  words  following : 

•*  Bin,  14.  yknd  be  it' furthtr  enacted.  Thai  this  act» 
and  the  act  entitled  an  act,  laying  an  embargo  oa  all 
ships  and  veseete  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States*  and  -all  lawa  suppleiaentary.  thareto,  be,  and 
th^  are  hereby  repealed,  from  and  after  the  fborth  day 
of  jilarchnext.'*  ^ 

The  question  vras  decided  by  yeas  and  nays- 
yeas  35,  nays  81.  The  House  of  Representatives, 
instead  of  furnishing  evidence  of  their  determi- 
nation to  repeal  the  embargo  as  ^rly  as  the  fifth 
day  of  January  as.  the  gentleman  has  supposed, 
gave  the  most  unequivocal  evidence  of  their  de- 
termination neither  to  repeal  it  then,  or  two 
months  afterwards.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  neither 
qualified  or  disposed^  to  decide  between  the  gen- 
tteosan  from  Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from 
Tenaesseey  toachiog  the  agency  of  the  former  in 
producing  the  repeu  of  the  embargo.  That  gen- 
tlanan  had  ascribed  its  repeal  to  the  late  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  United  States^because  he  had  de- 
clined taking  inio  the  public  service  nfteen  hun- 
dred seamen.  By  the  estimate  for  the  present 
year  it  appears  that  six  thousancT  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-two  seamen  will  man  the  whole  of  our 
publie  vessels^  including  twenty-two  gunboats. 
The  seafaring  men  in  ihe  United  States  may  be 
estimated  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  thousand, 
and  yet  by  employing  fifteen  hundred,  whichy 
togetner  with  those  then  in  service,  might  amount 
to^  five  thousand,  tfai  gentleman  from  Virginia  ^ 
would  have  insured  |he  execution  of  the  embargo, 
by  creating  a  scarcity  of  sailors  to  navigate  the 
vessels  destined  for  its  violation. 

But  the  public  vessels  called  into  wervice  by  the 
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employment  of  these  fifteen  hundred  seamen 
would  haye  executed  the  embargo !  An  embargo 
is  a  municif)ai  regulation  apd  can  only  be  exe- 
cuted efficiently  upon  land.  The  great  mass  of 
violations  was  committed  by  vessels  which  cleared 
out  for  ports  in  the  United  States,  but  which 
sailed  to  foreign  ports.  In  sailins  from  port  to 
port  it  is  impossible  to  sail  ip  a  direct  line,  and 
It  would  have  been  equally  impossible  to  have 
framed  instructions  which  would  have  enabled 
your  naval  officers  to  have  executed  the  embargo, 
if  they  had  had  the  jphysical  power.  Btit  a  part 
of  the  public  vessels  were  in  service^  and  were 
employed  in  the  execution  of  that  measure,  and 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  been  able 
to  show  that  any  essential  service  has  been  ren- 
dered by  them.  Upon  this  view  of  the  subject 
Mr.  C.  said  he  had  voted  against  the  employment 
of  an  additional  number  of  seamen  in  1809,  and 
believing  that  the  proposition  now  advocated  by 
that  gentleman  was  calculated  to  diminish  and 
n^t  to  increase  the  means  of  annoying  Qreat 
Britain  on  the  ocean  he  should  vote  against  it. 
In  the  year  1809,  as  yreW  as « upon  the  presient 
question,  he  certainly  believed  he  was  risrht,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  from  Virffinia 
then  thought,  and  now  thinks,  that  he  is  right. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Lloyd)  thinks  that  nothipg  h^s  been  done 
by  the  Qoverninent  for  commerce,  whilst  com- 
merce has  done  everything  for  the  nation;  that 
commerce  has  paid  into  the  public  Treasury 
$200^000,000.  If  itis  contended  that  this  sum 
has  been  paid  exclusively  by  commerce,  Bothing 
can  be  more  incorrect.  The  money  collected 
from  imposts  and  duties  is  paid  by  the  consumer 
of  merchandise  upon  whion  the  duties  are  im- 
posed. It  is  collected  immediately  from  the  mer- 
chant, and  ultimately  from  the  natiop.  The  only 
money  paid  into  the  Treasury  which  can  justlj 
be  placed  to  the  exclusive  credit  of  commei'ee,  is 
the  sum  retained  by  the  Qovernment  upon  de- 
bentures, which  is  only  T-lO'ths  of'on^  per  cent, 
upon  goods  paying  aduty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  and  has  never  amounted  to  $400,000  in 
any  one  year.  The  export  of  foreign  nroductioas 
from  the  United  States  in  the  vear  1807,  exceeded 
$69,000,000,  and  tb«  sum  paid  into  the  Treasury 
that  year  on  account  of  drawbacks  was  about 
9390,000,  which  is  the  greatest  amount  received 
from  that  source  of  revenue  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Government. 

The  duty  upon  tonnage,  like  the  duty  imposed 
on  merchandise,  is  paid  by  the  coo&umeror  grower 
of  the  cargoes  transported  by  the  ship-holders,  of 
whom  this  duty  is  immediately  collected.  The 
ultimate  payment  of  this  duty  by  the  grower  or 
consumer  Will  depend  upon  the  relative  demand 
for,  and  supply  or  th^  articles  in  the  market  to 
which  they  (ire  exportefd.  If  the  demand  for  the 
article  is  greater  than  the  quantity  in  the  market, 
it  is  paid  by  the  consrumer;  it  the  supply  exceeds 
the  demand,  it  is  paid' by  the  grower,.in  the  form 
of  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  article  equal  to 
the  duty  imposed.  ' 

It  is  a  subject  of  lasting  regret  that  local  feel- 


ings and' local  interests  should  have  been  so 
strongly  excited  in  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion. Thegentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Obr- 
MAir)has  asserted  that  the  people  of  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  are  decidedly  hostile  to  com- 
merce, and  that  their  opposition  to  the  proposi- 
tion to  build  an  additional  number  of  fri^tes  is 
thejresult  of  that  hostility.  It  is  highly  impor- 
tant to  investigate  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  Its 
refutation,  if  untrue,  is  imperiously  demanded. 
That  every  well  informed  community  under- 
stands its  immediate  interest,  and  is  disposed  to 
foster  those  measures  which  are  calculated  to 
promote  that  interest,  are  propositions  which  can-« 
not  be  (jlenied.  The  greatest  amount  of  domestic 
.articles  exported  from  the  United  States  in  one 
year  has  been  about  $49,000,000.  The  single  ar- 
ticle of  cotton  has  constituted  about  $14,000,000 
of  that  amount,  and  that  article  is  cultivated  only 
ia  the  three  Southern  States,  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, ftnd  the  two  Southern  Territories.  A  con- 
siderable portion  of  North  Oaroliha  and  Tennes- 
see does  not  cultivate  cotton  for  exportation,  but 
those  States  export  a  considerable  amount  Of  other 
articles,*  the  precise  amount  of  which  cannot  be 
ascertained,  but  there  cftn  be  no  danger  of  con- 
tradiction in  hazarding  the  assertion  that  the 
same  number  of  people  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Union  do  qot  furnish  the  same  amount  of  do- 
mestic articles  for  exportation.  -Without  cofOr 
merce,  the  annual  sum  of  $14,000,000  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  cotton  al<ine,  estimate  at  a  fair  price, 
would  be  lost  to  that  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Southern  States  whicli  is  employed  in  the  cjutti- 
vation  of  cotton. 

Who  are  the  most  interested  in  eommerce,  the 
growers  of  the  articles,  the  exchange  and  trans- 
portation of  which  constitutes  commerce,  or  the 
factors  and  freij^hters  employed  in  the  exchange 
and  transportftion  of  those  articles  ?  Can  any 
man  doubt  for  one  moment  that  the  growers,  the 
rightful'  owners  of  the  articles  to  be  exchanged, 
are  more  deeply  interested  in  commerce  than  the 
merchant  and  ship-holder,  who  only  tnake  a  profit 
from  the  sale  and  transportation  of  thci  articles 
exchanged  7  If  the  profit  they  derive  from  dom- 
merce  should  he  so  enormous  as  4o  exceed  the 
original  value  of  those  articles  in  the  hands  of 
the  growers,  still,  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the 
interest  of  the  latter  i^  more  vitally  aiSected  by  a 
prosperous  or  adverse  state  of  commerce,,  than 
that  of  the  merchant  or  ship- holder.  The  mei^- 
chant  will  be  regulated  in  the  price  which  h6 
gives  to  the  grower  by  the  state  of  the  market' 
and  the  price  of  transportation*  to  the  market. 
Let  the  price  be  what  it  may  in  foreign  markets, 
the  merchant  is  regulated  by  it.  and  can  only  be 
affected  by  sudden-  changes  in  tho^e  markets 
which  may  be  prejudicial  or  advantageous  to 
him.    It  is  a  matter  of  small  moment  to  him 


*  There  can  be  no  doabt  that  the  surplus  produc- 
tions of  those  States  amount  to  one-thini  of  the  do- 
mestic exports  of  the  United  States,  and  tbeb  repre- 
sentation is  less  than  one-fi^  of  that  of  the  United 
States.  ^ 
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whether  the  articles  io  which  be  deals  briDg  a- 
high  or  low  price  in  the  market  to  which  they 
are  seat,  if  that  price  is  not  variable,  because  he 
will  regulate  the  price  he  gives  for  Uxem  by  the 
price  which  he  ean  obtaiu.  But  the  price  which 
those  articlesi  will  bring  in  the  market  to  which 
thef  are  sent,  is  all  important  to  the  grower,  be* 
cause  it  will  regulate  the  price  which  oe  is  to  re- 
ceive for  them  beyond  the  ^wer  of  his. control. 
Every  circumstance  which  tends  to  destroy  com- 
petition and  reduce  the  number  of  markets  to 
which  our-  produce  is  sipnt,  vitally  affects  the 
interest  of  the  grower.  The  planter,  the  farmer, 
is,  therefore,  more  deeply  interested  in  the  pros- 

g^ritir  of  that  commerce  which  finds  a  market 
r  toe  annual  surplus  productions  uf  his  indus- 
try, than  the  merchant  or  ship-holder.  This  direct 
commerce  is  indispensable  to  the  internal  growth 
and  improvement  of  the  country,  and  to  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  the  people,  and,  more  so  to 
th^  people  or  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
than  any  other  part  of  the  United  'States.  Sir, 
we  are  not  so  grossly  ignorant  as  to  mistake  our 
interest  in  this. matter.  We  know  that,  without 
eommcKe,  without  a  market  for  the  surplus  pro- 
ductions of  our  labor,  we  should  be  depriveu  of 
many  of  those  articles  which  long  habit  has  made 
necessary  to  our  ea^  and  comfort.  If,  then^we 
are  not  grossly  ignorant  of  our  true  interest, 
nothing  can  be  more  unfounded  than  the  accusa^ 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gea- 
HAif.)  The  charge  must  be  the  result  of  igno- 
rance or  prejudiee.  Mr»  C.  said  he  would  not 
follow  the  example  of  that  gentleman  by  ^ying, 
^  perhaps  this  prejudice  mig^ht  be  an  honest  pre- 
judice." No,  he  would  not  insult  the  feelings  of 
that  gentleman;  be  would. not  question  his  vera-\ 
city  or  integrity  by  stating  hypothetically,  "  that 
perhaps  his  opinions  were  honest."  Whilst  he 
repelled  this  unfounded  charge  in  the  manner 
which  its  nature  imperiously  demanded,  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  admitting  that  ^he  opinions  of 
that  gentlemen,  whether  the  result  of  prejudice 
or  oT  ignorance,  were  strictly  honest.  Mr.  C. 
said  there  was  no  man  in  the  nation  more  friendly 
to  that  commerce  which  be  had  described  than 
he  was,  and  that  no  nart  of  the  nation  cherished 
it  with  more  ardor  than  that  which  he  in  part 
had  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor.  But,  sir. 
there  is  a  commerce  which  has  been  prosecuted 
to  a  very  great  extent  by  the  commercial  capital- 
ists of  the  United  States,  for  the  prosperity  of 
which  the  agricultural  part  of  the  nation  do  n^t 
feel  the  same  solicitude^ 

Io  the  year  1807,  ibe  United  States  exported 
upwards  of  $59,000,000  of  foreign  productions. 
This  commerce  has  no  connexion,  with  or  de- 
pendence upon  the  annual  surplus  productions  of 
the  country,  which  is  the  onlyr  commerce  that  es- 
sentially j^romotes  domestic  industry  and  multi- 
plies the  domestic  comforts  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  people.  This  coounerce,  which  is  the  legiti- 
mate offspring  of  war,  and  expires  with  the  Brst 
dawning  of  peace,  is  prosecuted  principally  by 
our  commercial  ciiies  to  the  east  and  north  of 
the  Potomac.    The  landholders,  the  country  peo* 


p)e,  the  great  inass  of  agriculturists  in  the  United 
States,  never  had,  and  never  can  have  any  direct 
inte/est  it.  The  farmer  of  the  Eastern  and  Mid- 
dle States*  and  the  planter  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  this 
commerce.  Whether  it  be  prosperous  or  adverse, 
is  a  matter  of  small  concern  to  them,  and  ^noth- 
ing but  ftn. effort  of  pure,  disinterested  patriotism 
could  induce  tbem  to  jeopardize  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  the  nation,  and  stake  the  prosperity 
of  the  direct  commerce  of  the  country,  for  the 
protection  of  this  mushroom  commerce.  This, 
trade,. which  was  carried  on  chiefly  in  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  French  and  Spanish  colonies, 
was  almost  eradicated  in  1805  by  the  decisions  of 
the  British  Court  of  Admiralty,  which  establish- 
ed  the  principle  that  neutrals  should  prosecute  no 
trade  in  time  of  war  which  they  did  not  enjoy 
in  peace.  This  decision  did  not  affect  the  direct 
commerce  of  the  nation.  That  commerce  in 
which  the  agriculturist,  the  farmer,  and  the  plant- 
er, has  so  deep  an  interest,  was  prosecuted  as  suc- 
cessfully as  tnough  this  decision  had  never  been 
made.  But  an  acqiiiescence  in  this  principle  of 
the  British  Government,  asserted  and  promulga- 
ted through  its  Courts  of  Admiralty,  would  have 
been  an  abandonment  of  the  colonial  carrying 
trade,  which  had  been  so  extensively  prosecuted 
by  our  commercial  cities  during  the  present  Eu- 
ropean war.  As  a  neutral  nation,  we  had  a  right 
to  prosecute  this  trade,  however  deeply  jt  might 
affect  the  interest  of  either  of  the  belligerent  na- 
tions. That  the  extensive  prosecution  of  this 
trade  deeply  affected  the  interest  of  Great  Britain 
cannot  be  denied.  It  impoverished  her  West  In- 
^ia  plante;rs,and  cherished  and  promoted  the  pros- 
perity of  those  of  France  and  Spain,  with  whom 
she  was  at  war%  The  merchants  of  the  United 
States,  under  our  system  of  drawbacks,  were  en- 
abled to  tindersell  the  British  merchants  in  foreign 
markets.  The  productions  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  West  Ipdies,  through  our  agency,  found 
a  profitable  market,  to  the  almost  total  exclusion 
of  those  of  Great  Britain.  It  appears  by  a  report 
made  to  the  British  House  of  Commons  several 
years  ago,  that,  the  best  mani^ed  estate  in  Ja- 
maica did  not  yield  more  than  seven  per  cent^ 
and  that  the  average  produce  of  estates  in  that 
island  did  not  exceed  three-and-ahaif  per  cent. 
The  committee  which  madp  this  report  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  ascribe  the  .unproductive- 
ness of  the  West  India  estates  to  the  commerce 
which  the  American  merchants  carried  on  in  the 
productions  of  their  enemies'  colonies,  to  the  total 
exclusion  of  the  productions  of  the  British  West 
India  islatids  from  the  markets  of  the  continent  of 
Europe.  *  Among  the  remedies  proposed  for  that 
evil  by  the  committee  is,  the  exclusion  of  the 
American  merchants,  not  simply  from  this  com- 
merce, but  from  all  commerce  with  their  enemies' 
colonies,  even  for  home  consumption.  Against 
the  decision  made  by  their  Courts  of  Admiralty  in 
1805,  which  was  intended  to  give  the  British  mer- 
chants the-exclusive  right  olvending  West  India 
productions  in  the  Continental  marlfets,  the  Ame- 
rican merchanu.in  the  principal  commercial  cit- 
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ies  most  solemoly  protested,  and  presented  me- 
morials to  Congress,  in  wlitch  they  represented 
the  direful  effects  it  n^as  calculated  to  produce. 
They  slated  that  their  warehouses  were  full  of 
West  India  productions,  which  must  perish  on 
their  hands  unless  the  British  Government  could 
be  induced  to  abandDn  this  principle :  they  pro- 
posed a  special  mission,  and  pkdged  themselves 
to  support  any  measure  the  Goyernment  should, 
adopt  for  vindication  of  this  right,  so  essential  to 
their*  interest.  A  special  mission  was  sent. 
Shortly  after  this  event  the  Berlin  decree  was 
promulgated,  and  the  British  "Ministry  seized 
upon  it  as  a  pretext^  not  simply  to  enforce  the 
principle  established  in  their  Courts  of  Admi* 
ralty,  that  neutrals  should  prosecute  no  trade  in 
war  which  thev  did  not  enjoy  in  peace ;  but  that 
neutrals  should  not  trade  with  any  port  or  place 
from  which  their  vessels  were  excluded,  unless 
they  should  first  enter  a  British  port  and  pay  tri- 
bute, under  the  denomination  of  transit  duties. 
Thus,  by  contending  forthe  right  of  trade  in  the 
productions  of  th^  l^Ui^erent  colonies; 'by  insist- 
ing to  be  the  carriers  or  B^rance  and  Spain  and 
their  colonies,  when  they  were  unaWe  to  carry 
for  themselves,  we  have  jeopardized  the  general 
commerce 6f  the  nation — we  have  sacrificed  that 
commerce  which  is  essential  to  the  internal 
growth  and  impi^ovement  of  the  country,  and  to 
the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  people.  And  yet, 
sir,  we^  are  told  that  we  have  done  nothing  lor 
commerce  y^  that  we  have  ruined  comnierce ;  nay, 
sir,  we  are  upbraided  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York^  (Mr.  German,)  with  having  ii^tended  to 
ruin  It,  and  that  the  people  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  States  are  radically  hostile  to  the  pros- 
perity of  commerce.  If,  sir,  we  would  take  the 
trouble  of  examining  this  subject  rationally,  the 
charge  of  hostility  to  commerce  would  never  be 
reiterated  against  th^  Southern  and  Western 
States.  There  is  no  possible  point  of  collision 
between  those  States  and  Great  Britain.  What 
is  the  summit  of  our  wishes  in  relation  to  nom^- 
merce  ?  A  good  market  for  the  surplus  produc- 
tions of  our  labor.  What  nation  furnishes  us 
with  the  most  extentive  and  suitable  market  for 
this  surplus  ?  Great  Bntain.  From  whom  do 
•we  receive  the  supply  of  articles  which  habit  has 
made  necessary  to  our  comfort?  Prom  Ghreat 
Britain.  The  benefits  resulting  from  the  hater- 
couree  between  the  United  States,  and  especially 
the  Southern  and  Western  States,  and  that  na- 
tion, when  conducted  upon  iust  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples, are  strictly  reciprocal. 

Where  is  the  point- of  collision  between  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  and  Great  Britain  ? 
None.  That  point  is  to  he  found  alone  in  the 
Eastern^  and  Middle  States.  The  principle  that 
neutrals  should  enjoy  no  trade  in  war  not  per- 
mitted in  peace,  did  not  afiect  the  Southern  and 
Western  States;  it  almost  exclusively  affected 
the  commercial  cities  to  the  north  and  east  of 
the  Potomac.  The  principle  gave  way  to,  or 
rather  was  merged  in  the  Orders  iii  Council  of 
November,  1807,  which  alike  destroyed  the  direct 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  the  cobnial  carry- 


ing trade,  with  the  whole  world,  except  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  few  ports  then  ojpen  to  uer  vessels. 
These  orders  were  the  result  of  the  pressure  made 
upon  her  Councils  by  the  meHshants  trading  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  inhabitants  of  those 
islands;  or  they  were  the  result  of  a  mean  and 
sordid  jealousy  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
the  United  States.  If  they  were  the  result  of 
the  6rst  cause  assigned,  the  oontett^ow  about  to 
be  waged  will  be  undertaken  wholl^^  on  account 
of  the  Qommei^ifld  part  of  the  natioi^;  because 
the  agriculttirist,  in  whatever  part  of  the  United 
States  he  nday  reside,  whether  in  the  Eastern 
and  Middle  or  Southern  and  Western  States,bas  no 
interest  in  the  colonial  carrying  trade.  If  the  sec- 
ond cause  assigned  should  be  the  trueone,  we  have 
only  to  ascertain  which  of  the  Suites  are  princi- 
pally agricultural,  ai^d  which  are  principally 
commercial,  to  determine  \xpoti  whose  account 
the  intended  war  is  to  l^e  prosecuted.  T-be  con- 
test then  which  we  are  about  to  oommence,  as 
already  stated,  is  the  resirlt  of  the  colonial  carry- 
ing trade,  or  it  is  the  result  of  the  commercial 
jealousy  of  Gtfeat  Britain ;  it  is^  therefore,  a  con- 
test rendered  necessary  by  the  injustice  pf  Great 
Britain,  to  which  injustice  she  has  been  excited 
by  the  pursuits  and  interests  of  the  commereial 
cities  in  the  Middle  and  £kistern  States,  and  not 
bv  those  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States. 
If  this  contest  is  now  given  up — dishonorably 
abandoned— the  disgrace  of  that  abandonment, 
and  the  total  exclusion  from  the  colonial  carry^ 
ing  trade  consequent  thereon,  must  rest  upon  the 
Eastern  gentlemen.  Let  them  consider  of  it ;  let 
them  abandon  it  at  their  peril.  Once  abandoned 
by  those  exclusively  interested  in  it,  we  shall 
not  again  be  lightly  induced  to  jeopardise  the 
direct  cqmmerce  of  the  nation,  by  engaging  in  a 
contest  where  we  have  everything  to  lose,  and 
nothing  to  gtiin— a  contest  to  which,  under  such 
circumstances,  we  shall  be  impelled  neither  by 
interest  or  hopor,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  which 
we  shall  have  just  reason  to  apprehend  the  de- 
fection of  those  for  whose  benefit  it  would  be 
undertaken. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Llotd)  has  presented  for  thd  considerati^Hi 
dt  the  Senate,  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
land  and  naval  force  necessary  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  state- 
ments and  arguments  of  that  gentleman  are  en- 
titled to  great  weight,  but  there  is  just  reason  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  calculations  in  the 
present  case.  He  has  supposed  that  the  regular 
force  and  volunteers,  makifig  together  eichty-five 
thousand,  will  cost  the  nation  annually  $45,000,- 
000.  It  is  believed  that  thi^  estimate  must  be 
incorrect,  because  the  estimate  for  ten  thousand 
liken  fpr  the  present  year  is  less  than  ^,000,000. 
Admitting,  then,  ahat  eiehty-five  thousand  men 
will  be  kept  in  service  the  whole  year,  the  ex- 
pense, according  to  this  estimate,  will  not  exceed 
926,000,000 ;  and  there  is  strong  reason  to  con- 
fide in  their  accuracy,  because  it  is  t>elieved4he 
estimates  of  this  department  have  never  been 
deficient.    But  it  is  not  expected,  or  believed, 
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that  aay  large  proportioa  of  the  Tolimteers  will 
be  called  into  service  at  any  one  time,  or  remaio 
long  iu  service  when  called  upoQ.  rt  is,  there- 
fore, not  probable  that  the  land  service  will  cost 
the  nation  more  than  $15,000,000^  because  the 
regular  force,  if  kept  in  service  the  whole  year, 
vOl  not  require  an  expenditure  of  mofe  than 
911,000,000,  and  It  is  believed  that  the  volunteers 
and  militia  who  may  be  called  into  service  will 
not  cost  the  nation  more  than  $4,000,000.  The 
calcalations  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Lloyd,)  relative  to  the  Nary, 
are  liable  to  objections  of  a  different  nature.  He 
estimates  the  present  naval  force  of  the  United 
Sutes  as  equal  to  ten  stout  frigates,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  buildino^  twenty  frigates  of  thirty-six 
guns  at  $3,420,000.  The  annual  expense  of 
thirty  frigates  .he  estimates  at  $3,060,000.  The 
estimates  of  the  War  Department  are  not  relied 
upon  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  notwithstand- 
u^  the  history  of  that  department  entitles  them 
to  the  fullest  credit,  while  the  estimates  of  ^he 
Navy  Department  are  itnplicitly  received  by 
him,  notwithstanding  the  history  of  that  depart- 
ment, from  its  organization  to  the  present  day, 
proves  conclusively  that  they  cannot  be  safely 
relied  on.  That  the  estimates  of  that  depart- 
ment, upon  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
founded  his  calculations,  are  not  etititled  to  im- 
plicit faith,  can  be  clearly  demonstrated.  The 
Tessels  in  service  in  the  year  1808  cai:ried  ode 
hundred  and  sixty-two  guns,  and  cost  the  nation 
$1,056,872,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  $6,520  per 
gun.  At  this  rate  of  expense,  thirty  frigates  of 
thirtv-six  guns  would  cost  the  nation  annually' 
$7,041,880.  In  1809,  we  had  three  hundred  and 
fifty-four  guns  in  service,  which  cost  $2,816,129, 
which  is  §7,736  per  gun.  At  this  rate  of  expense 
the  thirty  frigates  would  annually  cost  $8,354,- 
880.  In  1812,  the  estimates  are  for  three  huti- 
dred  and  fifty-six  suns,  and  the  expense  is  esti- 
mated at  $2,504,669,  which  is  $7,035  per  gun. 
At  this  rate  of  expense  the  thirty  frigates  would 
cost  annually  $7,597,800.  The  estimates  of  these 
years  have  been  resorted  to  oecause  thev  were 
the  only  estimates  which  wf  re  at  my  lodgings. 
The  average  annual  expense  of  a  gun  during 
these  three  years  has  been  $7,130.  and  theapnual 
expense  of  the  thirty  frigates  would  accordingly 
he  $7,700,400,  instead  or  $3,060,000.  as  estimated 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,' 
(Bdr.  LLOTn.)  That  gentlemtn,  estimates  the 
annual  cost'  of  repairs  at  12  per  cent.,  and  the 
whole  expense  of  thirty  frigates  for  ten  years,  in- 
cluding the  original  cost  of  buildib^  twenty  new 
ones,  at  $39,852,000.  The  thirty  frigates,  accord- 
ing to  the  average  expense  of  three  years  of  peace, 
actually  incurred,  will  cost  the  nation  in  ten 
years  $77,004,000,'  to  which  add  the  cost  pf  the 
twenty*  new  frigates,  and  twelve  per  cent,  annu- 
ally on  that  sum,  and  on  the  cost  of  those  now  in 
service  estimated  atf  half  that  amount,  and  you 

•  $3,4so,eoa 

t  $1,710,000,  making  $6,180,000,  twelve  per  cent. 
te  ten  yean  is  $6,156,000,  making  t^g^her  $9,676,- 
000,  and  added  to  $77,004,000  is  $86,580,00a 


will  have  the  aggregate  sum  of  $86,580,000,  in- 
stead of  the  sum  of  $39,852,000  as  estimated  by 
that  gentleman. 

[  But  there  is  just  reason  to  believe  that  the  es- 
timates now  presented  are  under,  rather  than  over 
the.truth.  The  estimates  of  that  department  have 
frequently  been  deficient  and  extraordinarv  ap- 
propriations have  several  times  been  made  to 
supply  those  deficiencies.  The  allowance  for  re- 
pair^!,  it  is  believed,  will  be  (bund  to  be  wholly 
insufficient  in  time  of  peace,  and  much  more  so 
in  war.  In  December,  1^09,  the  head  of  that 
departmetit  stated  that  the  vessels  then  in  service 
had  been  so  thoroughly  repaired,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  practical  men  they  were  greatly  supe- 
rior to  what  they  were  when  first  launched,  and 
that  in  consequence  thereof,  $150,000  would  be 
sufficient  to  keep  them  in  repair  for  one  year. 
At  the  end-  of  (he  year,  however,  it  appeared 
$410,000  had  been  expended  in  repairs,  notwith- 
standing their  great  superiority  to  new  vessels. 

Mr.  President :  The  estimates  which  have  been 
taken  as  the  basis  of  my  calculation,  can  bedem- 
'onstrated  to  be  less  than  what  they  must  be  in 
time  of  war.  In  the  year  1809,  $175,000  were 
transferred  from  the  article  of  provisions  to  those 
of  repairs,  freight,  and  other  contingent  expenses, 
when  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropriations 
for  provisions  Vas  only  $567,000.  In  the  year 
18.10,  $150^000  were  transferred  from  provisions 
to  repairs,  when  the  whole  sum  appropriated  for 
that  object  was  $353,610,  and  $110,000  were 
transferred  from  the  pay  lo  the  repair  of  vessels 
also,  when  the  appropriation  for  that  object  was 
$718,115.  These  facts  prove  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  doubt,  that  ihe  number  of  men  author- 
ized to  be  employed  were  i^ither  fed  or  paid, 
and  consequently  were  not  empfoyed.  But  in 
time  of  war,  tt^e  full  complement  pf  men  must 
be  employed,  add  the  article  of  repairs,  which  in 
time  of  peace  has  so  greatly  exceeded  the  esti- 
nlates,  must  in  time  of  war,  if  they  perform  any 
service,  be  swelled  to  an  amount  vastly  beyond 
that  estimated  bv  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  L.)  The  expense  of  a  navy 
of  thirty  frigates,  according  to  the^actual  expense 
of  that  department  already  incurred,  cannot  be 
safely  estimated  at  less  than  $10,000,000  annually. 
The  honorable  gentleman  thinks  that  a  naval 
force  of  thirty  frigates  employed  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy's  commerce  would  make  her 
calculate — would  bripg  her  to  terms.  Mr.  C. 
said  if  he  could  believe  this  he  most  certainly 
would  vote  for  the  proposition ;  but  believing 
that  every  seaman  employed  in  the  public  ves- 
sels would  be  a  dimmution  of  that  force  by 
which  tb^  enemy  was  to  be  niost  vitally  as- 
sailed, be  was  constrained  to  vote  against  it.  The 
honorable  gentlemaa  from  Kentucky  has  said,  if 
thirty  frigates  can  bring  Great  Britain  to  terms, 
why  has  not  the  Emperor  of  France  brought  her 
to  terms,  as  he  is  able  to  send  out  one  hundred 
of  such  frigates.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  L.)  is  right,  Bonaparte  possesses 
the  means,  and  no  man  doubts  that  he  cherishes 
the  disposition,  to  annoy  his  enemy  so  as  to  bring 
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her  to  terms.  But  he  has  laHeJ  m  all  of  bis  at- 
tempts, and  would  no  doubt  fail  were  he  to  make 
this. 

Tbe  use  proposed  to  be  made  of  these  frigates, 
if  built,  certainly  meets  my  approbation.  The 
idea  of  protecting  our  commerce  by  a  naval 
force,  which  has  l^een  pressed  with  so  much  ve- 
hemence by  some  of  our  navy  gentlemen,  is 
worse  than  visionary.  A  navy  can  injure  c^m- 
merce^  but  cannot  afford  it  protection,  unless  it 
annihilates  the  naval  force  of  the  adverse  nation. 
Unless,  therefore,  we  have  the  means  of  creating 
and  supporting  a  naval  force  able  tocontepdsuc 
cessfully  with  the  British  navy  for  the  empire  of 
the  seas,  we  must  abandon  all  idea  of  protecting 
our  commerce  against  that  nation.  Qreat  Brftain, 
with  her  thousand  ships  of  war^  is  unable  to  pro- 
tect her  commerce  even  in  sight  of  ber  own 
coasts.  According  to  my  understanding  of  the 
views  of  the  honorable  gentlemen,  these  thirty 
frigates  are  to  be  employed  in  destroying  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  not  in  fighting  her 
public  armed  vessels.  They  are  in  fact  to  be 
national  privateers.  In  this  point  of  view,  the 
proposition  to  cashier  tbe  officer  who  should 
strike  the  American  flag  seems  to  be  at  War  with 
the  nature  of  their  employment.  They  are  to 
direct  their  efforts  to  the  destruction  of  merchant 
Vessels,  and  to  avoid  collision  with  t)ie  ships  of 
war.  It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  men,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  avoid  serious  conflicts  with  the 
enemy,  will  grow  timid  from  habit,  and  will  re- 
sist but  feebly  when  inevitablv  forqed  into  them. 
The  character  of  tbe  naval  officers  of  the  United 
States  makes  a  regulation  of  this  kind  wholly 
unnecessary.  Their  enterprise,  their  courage, 
and  intrepidity,  are  too  well  established  to  re-* 
quire  a  regulation  of  such  severity.  As  then  the 
gentleman  -does  not  intend  to  dispute  the  sover- 
eignty even  of  our  own  seas  with  our  expected 
enemy  with  this  naval  force,  but  intends  to  em- 
ploy it  in  the  destruction  of  merchant  vessels,  an 
increase  of  that  force  appears  to  me  to  be  wholly 
unnecessary  and  impolitic.  Individual  enterprise, 
directed  by  individual  interest,  will  more  effectu- 
ally destroy  tbe  commerce  or  the  enemy,  than 
any  number  of  frieates  in  the  power  of  this 
Government  to  build  and  employ.  Tbe  Balti- 
more Federal  Repttblican  states  Ihat  a  French 
privateer  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  has  captured, 
about  thirty  merchant  vessels,  and  that  the  im- 
pression made  by  this  single  privateer  was  so 
serious  that  thirteen  vessels,  several  of  which 
were  frigates,  were  employed  in  cruising  for  her. 
The  truth  or  this  statement  may  be  relied  on, 
because  that  paper  is  not  in  the  habit  of  exagger- 
ating French  successes,  or  of  aggravating  British 
sufferings.  But  it  is  said,  that  although  bur  pri- 
vateers were  successful  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  before  the  conclusion  of 
that  contest  they  were  entirely  destroyed.  Ad- 
mitting the  fact  to  be  true,  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  such  will  be  the  result  of  the  war 
now  in  contemplation.  After  the  first  yeac5  of 
that  contest,  the  British  forces  were  in  possession 
of  the  principal  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 


States,  which  made  it  extremely  hazardous  for 
our  privateers  to  approach  our  own  coasts,  or 
enter  our  own  harbors.  It  is  expected  that  our 
situation  will  be  very  different  in  the  event  of 
war  at  this  time.  Instead  of  possessing  the  prin- 
cipal ports  of  tbe  United  States  we  expect  to  ex- 
pel them  from  the  whole  of  their  continental 
possessions  in  our  neighborhood.  If  this  should 
foe  the  result  of  the  war,  their  means  of  annoy- 
ing our  commerce,  and  of  destroyitig  our  priva- 
teers, will  be  greatly  diminished,  and  their  power 
of  protecting  their  commerce  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  our  privateers  will  suffer  an  equal  dimi- 
nution. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  his  friend  from  Kentpcky,  in 
the  discussion  of  this  question,  had  taken  a  view 
of  the  taxes  which  were  intended  to  be  imposed  in 
the  event  of  war.  Every  measure  of  additional 
expense  at  the  present  time  involves,  at  least  in 
contemplation,  the, idea  of  additional  taxes;  but 
he  should  have  been  glad  if  this  incidenul  view 
of  that  subject  had  been  omitted  by  .his  honorable 
friend,  who,  notwithstanding  hi^  objections,  in- 
tends to  vote  for  such  of  those  taxes  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  nation  shall  require.  Some  of  hb 
observations  appeared  calculated  to  make  an  uo- 
favonlbleioapression  upon  the  public  mind,  against 
internal  taxation;  although  he  was  convinced 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  intend 
them  to  have  that  e&ct.  If  we  engage  in  war, 
these  taxes  will  be  necessary,  and  it  will  be  a 
subject  of  deep  regret  if  they  snould  be  rendered 
more  objectionable  by  the  observations  of  those 
who  feel  the  necessity  of  imposing  them.  The 
direc^  and  internal  taxes  imposed  during  Mr. 
Adams's  admipistration  werecertaiqlv  unpopular. 
But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  always  understood  that 
they  were  so,  because  they  were  believed  to  be 
unnecessary,  and  because  they  were  imposed  ia 
the  most  objectionable  form.  The  measures  of 
expense  adopted  by  that  Administration  made 
those  taxes  necessary ;  but  it  was  believed  that 
the  expensive  ineasures  then  adopted  were  not 
required  by  the  actual  state  of  affiiirs.  The  na* 
tion  disapproved  of  the  object,  for  the  attainment 
of  which  those  expensive  measures  were  adopted* 
and  consequently  were  opposed  to  the  additional 
taxes  which  were  imposed  at  that  time. 

If  war  is  now  thought  to  be  necessary  by  the 
nation,  we  ought  not  to  doubt  for  a  moment  that 
the  people  will  willingly  furnish  the  means  ne- 
cessary for  its  vigorous  and  successful  prosecu- 
tion. If  there  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  good  sense 
and  patriotism  in  the  nation  to  submit  to  tbe  im- 
positions  necessary  for  the  successful  executioa 
of  those  measures  which  have  been  adopted  pur- 
suant to  their  wishes,  and  for  the  protection  of 
their  rights^  then  indeed  our  rights  and  liberty- 
are  but  empty  names — the  idea  of  our  free  and 
happy  Government,  an  idle  phantom !  Whenever 
the  fact  shall  be  demonstrated,  the  preservation 
of  our  Constitution,  and  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  will  not  be  worth  a  struggle.  But,  until 
it  is  demonstrated,  its  possibility  ought  not  to  be 
admitted,  and  will  not  be  admitted  by  the  Na- 
tional Legislature. 
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Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  *'  Ao  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  tbe  Board  of  Commissioners  we^t  of  Pearl 
lifer,"  reported  it  withoaVamendhienr. 

Mr.  Lloyd  stated  that  h^  bad  received,  and 
isked  lea  ire  to  submit  to  tbe  Senate,  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
nchneetts,  approved  b^  bis  fixcellencf*  the  Gov- 
emor,  stating  tbe  perfect  ability  and  disposition 
of  the  government  of  that  Commonwealth  to 
Biake  tbe  naost  prompt  provisions  for  the  iitune-* 
diate  sappl3r  of  such  blanltets  and  ddthing  as  the 
CSeneral  Government  maf  wish  to  contract  with 
the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  for,  sufficient 
to  meet  any  contingency  which  may  occur,  and 
10  request  information  of  any, other  articles  Which 
are  or  may  be  wanted  fon  supplying  the  Indians, 
as  there  «aD  be  no douht  of  th^  ability  of  theCom-' 
moDWeahh  bo  supply,  by  contract,  any  such  arti- 
cles, iDostly,  it  not -altogether^  from  their  own 
maoafactories ;  and  the  resolution  was  read:  ■ 

Mr.  1^  AY  LOR,  from  the  committee  to  whoca  was 
refierred  the  bill,  enttUed  ^  An  act  making  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  the  defence  of  bur  maritime 
frontier?'  reported  it  amended. 

Do  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib*  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States^  was  postponed  to  the 
irst  Monday  in  Apr]il  next. 

Tbe  bill  to  incorporate  Moses.  Aostitt,  John 
Riee  Jones.  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  ratb  k 
comrpany^  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company,  was  resumed;  and,  after  debate,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd^  thehill  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  fiir- 
ther  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs 
BaADLfiY,  Lloyd;  Grbog,  Cutts,  and  Lbib,  were 
appointed  the  committee^ 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted.the  fetbw- 
iog  motion  for  consideration :    ' 

Rmimdy  That  the  Preii^ent  of  the  United  States 
be  re^ocsted  to  e&ose  to  be  laid  before  this  House  such 
inibnnstiofi  as  he  .may  posssss  relative  to  captures 
Blade  by  the  beUigereats  since  the  83d  day  of  June, 
1611,  of  vessels  of  the  tlnited  $tat^  bound  to  or  from 
the  Baltk,  or  withio  that  sea ;  psrtieialarizhig  tbe  Qa- 
taoo  of  the  captors,  the  cause  assigned  for  detention, 
the  names  of  the  vessels,  masters,  and  owners,  and  the 
port  to  wliich  the  vesseb  so  detained  belonged. 

Mr.  Campbell,,  oi  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
aittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  efttrtled 
*Ao  act  to  alter  the  time  of  •  holding  the  circuit 
court  of  tbe  United  Stated  at  Knoxvilte,  in  the 
district  of  Bast  Tenne^ee,  in  the  State  of  Ten^ 
aeatee,^  reported  it  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Oomtnittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  s(opplemen« 
farv  to  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  regulate  tbe 
eolieetidnof  dattes  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  to^ 
Setber  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the,  further  con- 
lideration  of  this  bill  was  postponed  until  the  first 
Hooday  in  December  nezt^ 

Tbe  third  reading  of  the  bill  in  addition  to  the 
12th  Con.  Ist  Sess.— 6 


act,  entitled  '^An  act  supplenientary  to  the  act, 
.entitled  '  An  act  concerning  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  tbe  Uaited  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,". was  resumed ;  and,  after  de- 
bate, on  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor,  tbe  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  further  to  consider  aad  report  there- 
on;, and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Crawford,  Lloyd, 
Raao,  tfad  Smi-th,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed . 
the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
^An  itct  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
General  Post  OflSoe  and  Patent  Office,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  was  read  the  third  4imo,  and 
passed.  -  , 

Mr.  PoPB  eoftMBirnieated  a  lesolotton  of.  the . 
LegielaHtre  of  the  8ute^  of  Kentnckjr,  reeom- 
meodinff  an  hnprovement  of  the  miJitia  system 
of  the  United  States  ;a4so,  a  resolution  reqnest*- 
tng  their  Senators  a^d  Representatives  in  Con- 
gre^  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  establishment  of 
certain  roads  ^r  highways  iherein  mentioned, 
under  the  authority  of  ttie  (General  Government ; 
and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

'The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  concerning  the  Na^al  Bstabltsh- 
ment ;  and  it  w^s  agreed  that  the  ibrther  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  ctntil  to-mor^w< 

WiDNBaDAY,  March  4 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill,/entitled  ^An  act  to  aKer  the  time 
of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
at  Knox  villa  in  the  district  of  Bast  Tennessee,  in 
theState  of  Tennessee,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee  \ 
and,  ha  vinjg^  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Presi- 
denr report  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly.' 

On  tbe  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time,, as  amended?  \X  was  d^tertnined  in  the 
affirmative. 

'  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  giving  further  time  for  registering;  claims  to 
land  in  the  Western  district  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans:"  and  if  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Smttr,  of  Mary-> 
land,  and  tbe  motion  was  amended  and  agreed 
to,  as  follows: 

iUsolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  Uaited 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  such  information  as  he  may  possess  rela- 
tive to  captures  made  by  the  belligerents  since 
the  1st  day  of  May,  1811,  of  vessels  of  tbe  United 
States,  bound  to  or  from  the  Baltic,  or  within 
that  sea;  particulaNzing  the  nation  of  tbe.cap* 
tors,  the  cause  assigned  tot  detention,  the  names 
of  the  vessels,  masters,  and  owners,  and  the  port 
to  w^ieh  the  vessels  so  detained  belonged. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  U>e  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  making  a  further  appropriatioa  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  maritime  frontier,"  together  with 
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her  to  terms.  But  lie  has  faUeJ  in  all  of  his  at- 
tempts, and  would  do  doubt  fail  were  he  to  make 
this. 

The  use  prdposed  to  be  made  of  these  frigates, 
if  built,  certainly  meets  my  approbatioo.  The 
idea  of  protecting  our  commerce  by  a  naval 
force,  which  has  l^en  pressed  with  so  much  ve- 
hemence by  some  of  our  navy  gentlemen,  is 
worse  than  visionary.  A  navy  can  injure  c^m- 
merce^  but  cannot  afford  it  protection,  unless  it 
annihilates  the  naval  force  of  the  adverse  nation. 
Unless,  therefore,  we  have  the  means  of  creating 
and  supporting  a  naval  force  able  to  contend  suc- 
cessfully with  the  British  navy  for  the  empire  of 
the  seas,  we  must  abandon  all  idea  of  protecting 
our  commerce  against  that  nation.  Qreat  Britain, 
with  her  thousand  ships  of  war,  is  unable  to  pro- 
tect her  commerce  even  in  sight  of  her  own 
coasts.  According  to  my  understanding  of  the 
views  of  the  honorable  gentlemen,  these  thirty 
frigates  are  to  be  employed  in  destroying  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  not  in  fighting  her 
public  armed  vessels.  They  are  in  fact  to  be 
national  privateers.  In  this  point  of  view,  the 
proposition  to  cashier  the  officer  who  should 
strike  the  Amerioan  flag  seems  to  be  at  war  with 
the  nature  of  their  employment.  They  are  to 
direct  their  efforts  to  the  destruction  of  merchant 
vessels,  and  to  avoid  collision  with  t{ie  ships  of 
war.  It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  men,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  avoid  serious  conflicts  with  the 
enemy,  will  stow  timid  from  habit,  and  will  re- 
sist but  feebly  when  inevitablv  forced  into  them. 
The  character  of  the  naval  officers  of  the  United 
States  makes  a  regulation  of  this  kind  wholly 
unnecessary.  Their  enterprise,  their  courage, 
and  intrepidity,  are  too  well  established  to  re- 
quire a  regulation  of  such  severity.  As  then  the 
gentleman  -does  not  intend  to  dispute  the  sover- 
eignty even  of  our  own  seas  with  our  expected 
enemy  with  this  naval  force,  but  intends  to  em- 
ploy it  in  the  destruction  of  merchant  vessels,  an 
increase  of  that  force  appears  to  me  to  be  wholly 
unnecessary  and  impolitic.  Individual  enterprise, 
directed  by  individual  interest,  will  more  efl^etu- 
ally  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  than 
any  number  of  frieates  in  the  power  of  this 
Government  to  build  and  employ.  The  Balti- 
more Federal  Republican  states  ihat  a  French 
privateer  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  has  captured, 
about  thirty  merchant  vessels,  and  that  the  im- 
pression made  by  this  single  privateer  was  so 
serious  that  thirteen  vessels,  several  of  which 
were  frigates,  were  employed  In  cruisiog  for  her. 
The  truth  or  this  statement  may  be  relied  on, 
because  that  paper  is  not  in  the  habit  of  exagger- 
ating French  successes,  or  of  aggravating  British 
sufferings.  But  it  is  said,  that  although  bur  pri- 
vateers were  successful  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  before  the  conclusion  of 
that  contest  they  were  entirely  destroyed.  Ad- 
mitting the  fact  to  be  true,  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  such  will  be  the  result  of  the  war 
now  in  contemplation.  After  the  first  year?  of 
that  contest,  the  British  forces  were  in  possession 
of  the  principal  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 


States,  which  made  it  extremely  hazardous  for 
our  privateers  to  approach  our  own  coasts,  or 
enter  our  own  harbors.  It  is  expected  that  our 
situation  will  be  very  different  in  the  event  of 
war  at  this  time.  Instead  of  possessing  the  prin- 
cipal ports  of  the  United  States  we  expect  to  ex- 
pel them  from  the  whole  of  their  continental 
possessions  in  our  neighborhood.  If  this  should 
be  the  result  of  the  war,  their  means  of  annoy- 
ing our  commerce,  and  of  destroying  our  priva- 
teers, will  be  greatly  diminished,  and  their  power 
of  protecting  their  commerce  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  our  privateers  will  suffer  an  equal  dimi- 
nution. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  his  friend  from  Kent^cky,  in 
the  discussion  of  this  question,  had  taken  a  view 
of  the  taxes  which  were  intended  to  be  imposed  in 
the  event  of  virar.  Eversr  measure  of  additional 
expense  at  the  present  time  involves,  at  least  in 
contemplation,  the. idea  of  additional  taxes;  but 
he  should  have  been  glad  if  this  incidental  view 
of  that  subject  had  been  omitted  by, his  honorable 
friend,  who,  notwithstanding  hi^  objections,  in- 
tends to  vote  for  such  of  those  taxes  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  nation  shall  require.  Some  of  his 
observations  appeared  calculated  to  make  an  un- 
favorable impression  upon  the  public  mind, against 
internal  taxation;  altbouffh  he  was  convinced 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  intend 
them  to  have  that  e&ct.  If  we  engage  in  war, 
these  taxes  will  be  necessary,  and  it  will  be  a 
subject  of  deep  regret  if  they  should  be  rendered 
more  obiectionable  by  the  observations  of  those 
who  feel  the  necessity  of  imposing  them.  The 
direct  and  internal  taxes  imposed  during  Mr. 
Adains'sadmipistration  werecertaiqly  unpopular. 
But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  always  understood  that 
they  were  so,  because  they  w^re  believed  to  be 
unnecessary,  and  because  they  were  imposed  in 
the  most  objectionable  form.  The  measures  of 
expense  adopted  by  that  Administration  made 
those  taxes  necessary;  but  it  was  believed  that 
the  expensive  measures  then  adopted  were  not 
required  by  the  actual  state  of  affiiirs.  The  na- 
tion disapproved  of  the  object,  for  the  attainment 
of  which  those  expensive  measures  were  adopted, 
and  consequently  were  opposed  to  the  additional 
taxes  which  were  imposed  at  that  time. 

If  war  is  now  thought  to  be  necessary  by  the 
nation,  we  ought  not  to  doubt  for  a  moment  that 
the  people  will  willingly  furnish  the  means  ne- 
cessary for  its  vigorous  and  successful  prosecu- 
tion. If  there  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  good  sense 
and  patriotism  in  the  nation  to  submit  to  the  im- 
positions necessary  for  the  successful  execution 
of  those  measures  which  have  been  adopted  pur- 
suant to  their  wishes,  and  for  the  protection  of 
their  rights,  then  indeed  our  rights  and  liberty 
are  but  empty  names — the  idea  of  our  free  and 
happy  Government,  an  idle  phantom  I  Whenever 
the  fact  shall  be  demonstrated,  the  preservation 
of  our  Constitution,  and  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  will  not  he  worth  a  struggle.  But,  until 
it  is  demonstrated,  its  possibilityr  ought  not  to  be 
admitted,  and  will  not  be  admitted  by  the  Na- 
tional Legislature. 
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TtJESDAY.  March  3. 

Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  Ao  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  weit  of  Pearl 
rifer,"  reported  it  wiihoD^  amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd  statec)  that  hh  bad  received/ and 
asked  leare  to  submit  to  the  Senate,  a  resolution 
of  the  L^egialatute  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachoeett^,  approved  by  his  Excellency,  the  Qoy- 
enii>ry  stating  the  perfect  ability  and  aisposition 
of  the  government  Df  that  Conmonwealth  to 
noake  the  nabsf  prompt  provisions  for  the  iiACDrd- 
diate  sapply  of  such  blankets  and  ddthing  as  the 
Generftl  Government  may  wish  to  contract  with 
the  citizens  of  the  Comnionwe^hb  for,  s^ufficient 
to  meet  any  eodtingency  which  taay  occur,  and 
to  request  informatiooof  any  other  articles  which' 
are  or  may  be  wanted  foi[.  supplying  the  Indians, 
as  there  ^ao  be  nia  doubt  of  th^  ability  of  the  Com- 
moo wealth  to  supply,  by  contract,  any  t\xch  ar]ti- 
eles,  mostly,  it  not -altogether,  from  their  own 
manufactories ;  and  the  resolutijon  was  read; . 

Mr.  l^ATLOR,  from  the  committee  to  wliom  was 
leferred  the  bill,  eottile^  ^  An  act  making  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  Tor  the  defence  of  bur  maritime 
frontier/'  reported  it  amended. 

Co  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  further  considera- 
tioa  of  the  bill  authorizing  a  subsoiription  for  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States^  was  postponed  to  the 
first  Momhiy  in  Api^l  next. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  Moses.  Aostitt,^Jphii 
Rte^  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  ratb  ii 
company^  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  liead 
Company,  was  resumed';  and,  after  debate,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  LLOYo^the.bill  was  referred  to  a 
•elect  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  fqr-. 
ther  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  aad  Messrs 
BsADLCY.  Lloyd;  GRisoGjCuTTsj  and  LbiB;  were 
appointed  the  committee^ 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted.the  fetlow*- 
ing  motion  for  consideration :    ' 

Rmthedj  That  the  PreiideDt  of  the.  United  States 
be  requesteid  to  cbuse  to  be  laid  before  ^hid  Houfe  sueK 
infimnatioii  aa  he  ^may  possass  relative  to  captures 
Blade  by  the  belligerents  since  the  334  day  of  June, 
1811,  of  Tesaelsof  the  tJnited  ^tat^  bound  to  or  from 
the  Baltle,  or  within  that  sea ;  partiddarizing  tbe  ^a^ 
lion  of  the  capten,  the  cause  assigned  for  .detention, 
the  names  of  the  Tessela,  masters,  and  owners,  and  the 
port  to  which  tbe  vessels  so  detained  belonged. 

Mr.  Campbell;  vif  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
*  An  act  to  alter  the  time^of  •  holding  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  Statea  at  Knoxvilte,  in  the 
district  of  Bast  Tenned|see,  in  the  ^tate  of  Teo^ 
nessee/' rep6rted  it  amended.   ^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biti  ^upplemen* 
lary  to  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  regulate  the 
colleetionot*' duties  onimports  and  tonnage,^  to^ 
getber  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  comnblttee. 

On  motion,  b^  Mr.  Bayabd,  the,  further  con- 
•ideration  of  this  bill  was  postponed  until  th^.first 
Monday  in  December  next,  ' 

Tbe  third  reading  of  the  bill  in  addition  to  the 
l2thC09r.  IstSsss.— 6 


act,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  concerning  the  corami^rcial  in* 
tercourse  between  the  United  vStatea  and  Qreat 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,". was  resumed ;  and,  after  de- 
bate; on  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor,  tbe  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  Airther  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on;, and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Crawford,  Lloyd, 
RfifeD,  tfnd  8j«iTH,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  . 
the  xsommittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementarry  to 
'^An  act  prqvidivrff  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
General  Post  Office  and  Patent  O^ce,  and  for 
other,  purposes;'^  was  read  the  .^hird  4ima,  and 
passed.     >.  , 

Mr.  Pora  eoftim«iiieated  a  resolutioa  of.  the . 
Leg ielaHtre  of  the  8tate^  of  Kentocky^,  recom- 
meminff  an  improvement  of.  the  militia  aystem 
of  the  United-States;  also,  a  resolution  request^ 
\nQ  their  Senators  a^d  Represeiitative^  in  Con- 
grc^  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  establishment  of 
certain  roads  ^r  highways  therein  mentioned, 
under  the  authority  of  (be  (General  Qovernmtfnt ; 
and  tbe  resolutions  were  read. 

'The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  , 
Whole,  the  bill  concerning  the  Na^al  Bstablbh- 
mtat ;  and  \\  Was  agreed  that  the  ibrther  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  cmtil  to-morfew< 

Wbdrbsday,  March  4. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,)entitled  "A.n  act  to  alter  the  time 
of  holding  the  circuit  counts  of  the  United  States 
at  Knoxville.  in  the  district  of  Bast  Tennessee,  in 
the.State  of  Tennessee,"  together  with  theanaend- 
ments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  having  agreed  xo  the  amendmeats,  tbe  Presi-  - 
denrreporfed  the  blH  to  tbe  House  accordingly.' 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  b^  read  a  third 
time,, as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

-  The  Senate- resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao 
act  giving  further  time  for  registering  claims  to 
land  in  the  Western  district  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans;"  and  ifwas  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  SifftTfl,  of  Mary-* 
kind,  aird  the  motion  was  amended  and-  agreed 
to,  as  follows : 

R^sol^ed^  That 'the  President  of  tbe  Uaited 
Stater  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
Hou^e  such  information  as  he  may  possess  rela- 
tive to  captures  made  by  the  belligerents  since 
the  1st  day  of  May,  1811,  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  bound  to  or  from  the  Baltic,  or  within 
that  sea;  particulaNzing  the  nation  of  tbe,cap« 
tors,  the  caiue  assigned  ibr  detention ,^  the  names 
of  the  vessels,  masters,  and  owners,  and  the  port 
to  which  the  vessels  so  detained  belonged. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Ute  cdnsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  maritime  frontier,"  together  with 
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the  amendment  reported  thereto  hy  the  aelect 
committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amiend- 
ment,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly.  .  .    , 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  hill  be  read  i^  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee:  of  the 
Whdej  the  consideration  of  the  bill,.entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
west  of  Pearl  river ;"  and  ir  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  follQwing  M^^^ge  was  received  fttn^  the 
PaEsmcN'r  OF  THE  United  States  : 
7b  the  Senate  and  Haute  ^ 

Reprtientativei  jaf  the  United  Staler  r 

At  4he  request  of  the  Cenyention  asMmbled  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  on  the  ^M  daj  of  Norembef  k^ 
I  transmit  to  Ckmgreas  the  proceedings  of  tluU  bodyi  in 
pursoance  of  Ihe  a^  entitled  *<  Aa  act  to  ^able  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleaiis  to.ibiin  a  constita*^ 
tton  and  State  governtnent,  and  finr  the  admission  of 
the  said  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
tlie  original  States,  and  for  other  ^purposes. 

JAMES  MADISOJi. 

Mabch  8,  1812.        .  . 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  .read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the* 
use  of  the  Senate.  ^ 

Mn  Bradley,  from  the  comniittee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  united  States  to  ascertain  and 
designate  certain  boundaries;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


THUi^aDAY,  March  5. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  -the  memorial  of 
John  Parken  of  fioston,.  presented  the  2d  instant, 
together  with  the  accompanying  mip^s,  wai  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of. 
.  State,  to  consider  and  report  thereon* 

The  bill  to.  authorize  the  -  President  of  the 
United  States  to' ascertain  and  designate  certain 
boundaries,  was  read  the  steond  time. 

The  bill,  entitled ''  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Board  of  (Commissioners  west  >of  Pearl  river," 
was  read  the  third  t-ime,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entities  "An  ^cL giving  further  time 
for  registering  .claims  toJand  m  the  w«st^m  dis- 
trict of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,"  waa  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  iVom  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter 
the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
Sutes  at  Knoxville,  in  the  district  of  East  Ten- 
neasee,  in  the  State  of  Tenn^ee,"  correctly  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  was  read  tbe  third  time,  aa 
amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  tbe  committee,  also  reported 
the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "A^  act 
making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  defence  of 
our  maritime  frontier,''  correctly  engrossed,  and 
tbe  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  add 
passed, 

Mr.  ANOEftsoN,  from  the  comiaittee  appointed 


on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  improving  the 
navication  of  the  river  Potomac,  opposite  the  city 
of  Wastiington  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
WhaU,  the  consideration  of  the  hilt,  entitled  <^An 
act  concerning  the  Naval  Establishment,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments. 

After  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


FaiDAT,  March  6. 

The  bill  for!  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Hver  Potomac  was  read  the  second  time. 

The*  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cpromittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the. officer^  and  soldiers  who  serv,ed  in  the  late 
<;ampaign  on  the  Wabash,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and,  ^fter  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr^PdPB, 
the  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  select' committee, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Pope,  Gregg,  and  Smlth^  of  Marylan4,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  id  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *' An 
att  concerning  the  Naval  Estaolisbroent:"  and, 
on  the  question  to  add'a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
proposed  by  Mr.  (iLOYO,  in  the  following  words: 

<f  And  he  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  the  President  of 
the  Unilcd  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  And 
empowered,  as  speedily  as  may  be,  ta  cause  to  be  bailt, 
on  the  most  approved  model, '  frigates,  of  a  rate  not 
exceeding  thirty-six  g^ns  each*  and  th&t  a  sum  not 
exceeding  -^, —  dollars  be,  and  the  same  ii  hereby^  ap- 
propriated for  building  the  said  frigates,  out  of  anr 
money ii  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  'ap|>ropriated :  * 

It  waf  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
naya  id,  as  follows :     . 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bsiyard,  Bibb,  Brent,  Dana*  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  HoW^,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  Reed, 
and  8mi(h,  of  Maryland. 
'  NAYs^-Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,'  Campbell,  of 
Ohi6,  Campbell,  ofTennessee,  Gondit,  Crawford,  Cntts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Pope,  Rob- 
inson, Smith  of  New  York,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Vamum. 

The  bin  was  further  amended  by  reducing  the 
apf^ropriations  for  repairs  from  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  to  thrjee  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  confining  its  application  to  the  repair  of 
the  frigatefii  Chesapeake,  Con8tellation,and  Adams. 
The  timber,  to.  be  annually  purchased  fbr  thjrce 
is  to  be  such  as  is  ^'auitable  for  rebuilding 


years.! . 

the  frigates  Philadelphia^  General  Qreene,  New 
York,  and'  Boston." 

A  new'sec^ion  was  also  added,  requiring  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  all  nominations 
to  the  office  of  purser  in  the  Navy,  and  preclndiog 
any  one  from  acting  iq  that  capacity  aifter  a  cer- 
^n  tinre  who  shall  not  hav^  been  thus  first  nom- 
inated and  appointed ;  they  are  also  to  gire  bond, 
in  an  amount  not  yet  fixed,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  purser,  &o. 

The  bill  was,  as  amended,  ordered  to  a  tbitd 
reading. 
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A  mewgc  from  tke  Hbvse  of  Repnrsentitires 
iafbnacd  the  Senate  x\ml  the  House  have  passed 
a  hill,  entitled  *^  Aa  act  supptemeDtar^  to '  An  aet 
to  raise  an  additional  muiury  force,''  in  which 
th^  reooest  the  ooncnfreaceof  the  Senate. 

The  hiil  last  roentio^d  was  rsad,  aad  passed 
to  the  second  reading; 

'    '         _      .    < ' 
Monday,  March  9. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fronouthe 
Prssideht  op  tbe  United  States  : 
TBiktSmmttmmdihim4>f 

JUprmniaihm  tfthe  Vmiied  Stais^c     .     . 

I  lay  heive  Congress  eopies  o^  certain  documents 
whidi  nmain  in  the  Department  of  State.  They 
prove  thai,  at  a  reoent  period,  whilst  the  United  Sutee, 
notwkhstanding  the  wrongs  sustained  by  them,  ceased 
not  to  obserre  the  laws  of  peace  and  neutrality  to* 
wards  Great  Britain^  and  in  the  midst  of  amicable  pro- 
ftseiona  and  negotiations  on  the  pert  of  the  British 
GoTemment,  through  iti  public  Minister  here,  a  secret 
agent  of  that  GoTemment  was  employed  in  certain 
Slates,  more  especially  at  the  seat  of  GoYemment  in 
Massaehusetti,  in  ibmenting  'disaflection  to  the  cons^- 
tated  anthorities  of  the  nation,  and  in  intrigues  with  the 
Asefleded,  hr  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  resistance 
to  the  laws,  and  erentuaOj,  in  concert  with  a'  British 
ftvee,  of  destroying  the  Uniion,  and  imning  ^e  eastern 
pait  thereof  into  a  pofitical  bonnaxion  with  Ghreat 
Biitain. 

In  adffition  to  the  iifftd  which  the  discovery  of  such 
a  procedure  oaght  to  hate  on  the  public  council^  it 
will  not  &il  te  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all 
good  dtixens  that  happy  Union. of  these  States,  whieh, 
andcr  Divine  Providsnoey  is  the  gnrranty  of  their  liber- 
ties, their  safety,  their  trskquiUity,  and  their  prosperity. 
JAMBS  MADISON. 

Mabcb  9,  1813. 

The  A^essage  and  dodiments  thfereia  referred 
to  were  read,  and'one  thousand  copies  of  the  Mes* 
sage  and  docnmenta  ordered  to  he  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate;  and  qo  motion  of  -Mr.  Camp- 
BBLLy  of  Tennessee^  a  committee  was  appointed, to 
examine  the  ddcuments  ahoTe  referred  to,  and 
destnatesnch  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  printed. 

Messrs.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Brent,  ahd 
Batabd,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Llotd  euomitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration:  -^ 

EtBohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  Bute  he  directed  te 
lay  hefiMre  the  Senate  the  names  of  any  and  all  persons 
IB  the  United  Btate%  and  espeeiaay  in  the  8t^  of 
Mssiuihueeits,  who  have  in  any  way  or  manner  what* 
ever  entered  into,  or  most  remotely  countenanced^  Uie 
project  or  the  views,  for  the  execution  or  attainment 
of  which  John  Henry  was,  in  the  year  180^,  employed 
by  Sir  James  Crsig,  then  Governor  General  of  the. 
British  provinces  in  North  America,  and  which  have 
tliis  day  been  communicated  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing the  Naval  Establbhment,"  correctly  engross- 
ed; and  the  hill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  the  blanks  were  filled. 

On  motion,  hy  Mr.  Bibb,  to  recommit  the  bill 


for  further  amendment,  it  was  deternlined  in  the 
Be^ti?e. 

On  motiootrby  Mr.  BkADLET,  the  bill  waa 
amended,  by  m^animous  codseat,  and  passed  with 
amendments.    .  *■ 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  in^ch  of  the  Message  of  tbe  President 
of  theUnitejo,  States,  of  the  $th  of  November,  aa 
concerns  tberrelations  between  the  United  States 
and  France  and  Great  Britain,  farther  reported, 
In  part^  a  t^n'  to  provide,  for  the  designating,  sur- 
veying, aiidj^anting,  the  military  bounty  lands; 
and  the  bltr^as  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

'The  Senate  resunved,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eievA  millions  of 
dollars,^  together  with  the  amendment,  reported 
thereto  by. the-  select  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendment,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the;  House  accordingly^. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?^  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
matire. 

Tbe  bill  entitle  "An  act  supplementary  to  <Aq 
aqt  to  raise  an  additional  militar]^  force,"  was  read 
the  second,  time,' and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  thereon  j  and  Messrs. 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Crawford,  and  Leib,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


TuBSDAT,  March  10. 
'  The  PRE8iD£ift  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  conformitf 
with  tbe  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  exports  to  France,  ^. ;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

A  message  feOm  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Benale  that  they  bare  passed  a  bilL 
entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,^ 
a  bill,  entided  '*An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Wilson  '^  a  biQ,^  entitled  <<An  act  for  l^e  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr,"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prori- 
ding  for  the  removal  of  causes  depending  in  the 
respectire  district  cotirts  of  |he  United  States,  in 
the  case  of  the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concnrrence  of 
the  Senate.  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Llotd  ;  and,  on 
motion^  by  Mr.  .Giles,  tne  motion  was  amended, 
and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

JReeolvedj  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  any  information  which  may  be  in  his  pos- 
session, an^  which,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  com- 
municated without  injury  to  tbe  public  intierests, 
respeclii^g  the  names  of  an v  and  ail  persons  in  the 
United  States  who  have,  m  any  way  or  manner 
whatever,  entered  into,  or  most  remotely  counte- 
nanced, the  project  or  the  views,  for  the  eiecution 
or  attainment  of  which  John  Henry  was,  in  the 
year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  then 
Governor  General  of  theBriiishprovincesin  North 
America,  and  which  have  this  day  been  comma* 
nicated  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


let 
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'  The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  oti  the 
resolution  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sepal ors  present, 
those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative/ are, 

Mewit,  Btyard,  Bradley.  CampbeU  (of  Ohio,  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  ^^^  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howetl',  Hnnter,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smitb  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Tfnium. 

Those  T^ho  voted  in  the  negativecare, 
Messrs.  Anderson.  Bibb,  Brent,  Coiidit,  Crawiord* 
Fnuiklin,  Gaillard,  Robiasdn,  and  WofUungton. 

Mr.  GiLMAM,  from  the  (^ommittee^rtSported  tbe 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  author- 
izijig  a  loaii  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,^'  correctly  eqgrossed ;  and  the 
till  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended)  <and 
passed  with  an  amendment. 

Wednesdat,  March  IL     ' 

The  four  .bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
raading. 

Mr.UAiLLABD  presented  ^he  petition  of  Natha- 
niel Russell  and  others,  of  dharleston^  South 
Carolina,  praying  tbe  remission  of  interest  on 
eertain  custom-house  bonds,  for  reason's  therein 
atated  at  large ;  and  tbe  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  con? 
aider  and  report  theredn. 

On  motion,  by  VLu  BiYARo, 

iUiolved,  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  tbe  3d  instant,  together 
with  the  resist  of  the  proceedings  of  the  conven- 
tion assembled  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans  on 
the  22d  of  November  last,  therewith  transmitted, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill,  or  other wjsei 

Messrs.  fiAYARo,  Crawfprd,  Bibb,  Llotd,  and 
Campbeli^  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  designating,  suryey- 
ing^  and  granting  tbe  military  bounty  lands,  was 
read  the  second  time.  .  / 

Mr.  Campbell^  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  '^^  An  act 
aapplementary  to  ^  An  act  lo  raise  an  additional 
miltury  force,''  reported  it  amended. 

Tbursoat,  March  t2. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  with 
a  statement  of' the  emoluments  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs  for 
the  year  1811 ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 

g irate  the  trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster 
chool  Society,"  reported  il  without  amendment. 
The  bilL  entitled  "An  act  for  |he  relief  of  Ar- 
thur St.  Clair,"  wa^  read  tbe  second  time,  and 
referred  4o  a  select^  committee,  to  consider  ai^ 
feport  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Crawford,  Bayard, 
uid  Bradley,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


ThebfH,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Willon."  wits  read  the*8ecoDd  lime,  afi<i 
referred  to  the  committee  last  appointed,  to  con^ 
sider  and  report  thereon. 

The  biH,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr,^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to'  consiffer  and  re« 
port  thereon  ;  and  Me^s.^WoRTHiNGtoN,  Hor- 
sey, and  Condit,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
removal  of  eauses  dependinff  in  the  respective 
district  courts  of  the  .United  Slates,  in  case  of 
the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof,^  Was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  asdeet  com- 
tnttfee,'  to  consider  iod  report  thereon  f  and 
Messi^.  Crawford,  Bayard,  and  CJntfirekLL,  of 
Tennessee,  were  appdinted  the  committee. 
•  Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  jto  incorporate  Mose« 
Austin,  John  tlice  Jones.  Henry  Austin,  and 
others^  into  a  company,  by  the. name  of  the 
Louisiaoa  Lead  Company^  reported  it  amended* 

The  Se&kte  resunu^d,  as  in  Comtnittee  of  the 
Whole,  thecoasideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "A« 
act  sUpplecneBtary  to  t^  act  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force,"  together  with  the  amend'* 
daentf^  reported  thereto  by  Ihf  select  copidiitieei 
and  having  agreed  to  the  amendatent,  tiie  PretU 
dent  reported  tba  biH  to- iJm  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  thntl 
timie  as. amended?  fit  was  determiaed  in  theaf- 
firmatite. 

FSifOAY,  March  18. 

Mr.  Worth iNGTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Eligius  Fromentio  and  Allan  B.  Magruder,  dole- 
gates  from  the  Convention  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  praying  a  law  may  pass,  giving  farther 
lime  for  the  entry  of  land  chiiTiw  In  the  eastern 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  for  reasona 
therein  stated  at  large;  and  the  memorial  wtM 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  WoRTBiitOTON,CoNDiT,  and  Craw- 
ford, were  appointed  the  cooHiiittee. 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration:  . 

Faolvedi  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  reviee 
and  amend  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  ibr  dhridiag  the 
IndiMia  Territory  into  two  saptnle  girvemteeats," 
approved  the  td  of  F^braary,  1609;  and.  that  the  oam* 
mittee  have  leave  to. repoftlT' biH  er  bthmrwiM. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  Air- 
Cher  provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands ;  and. 
after  debate.  Mr.  "^MiTn,  of  Maryland,  moved 
that  the  furtoer  consideration  of  this  bill  be  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next ; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  this  motion  for  postpone- 
ment be  the  order  of  tbe  day  for  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  repealiog  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;"  also,  a  bill,  en- 
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ticfod  <^  An  Mt  f  Wii^  foitlfctr  tkiM  lo  th«  pqr- 
c^Aam  of  public  kads  aorUnraat  of  ihe  riirer 
Obio  to  complete  xhekt  payments;*'  in  ^whtch. 
kiH«  tiiey  reqqetl  the  coniurreoee  of  the  Seoate. 

Ta*  tivo  hi\h  iaeC  Bkeittiooed  \Ter«^  read,  tad 
pMsed  to  the  seoood  reading. 

The  follewing  Meaeaga  was  reeeived  froca  the 
PaseiDBBiT  OF  Ti|B  Unitbd  Statbs: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  Tepovt  ol^tbe  Seerelairy  of 
atale»  aoaiphring  wHh  iMr  naohitioft  of  tike  lath  in- 
sauii.  ^  JAMBS  MA1U80N. 

DsMLavHaitT  or'STAva,  Mmreh  13, 1818. 

The  Secvetary  of  State,  to  whom  was  lefeited  the 
fMPhitioo  of  the'  Senate  of  tfaa  Wh  iastant,  has  the 
honor  to  report,  that  this  department  is  not  in  posses^ 
sioB  of  any  names  qf  persons  in  the  United  States, 
arho  hare,  in  any  wav  or  manner  whatever^  enteVed 
into  or  countenanced  the  project  or  the  views,  for  the- 
execution  or  attainment  of  which,  John  Henry  was, 
Sn  the  year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig;  the  said 
John  Henry  having  named  no  persons^ or  person, as 
being  concerned  in  the  said  project  or  views  referred 
to  in  the.  documents  laid  ben>re  Congress  on  t^e  9^ 
instant.    Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  ai|d  report  ifirra' reed,  attd.one 
theeaaad  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  nee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  tha 
aabiee^wae  referred,  reported  a  billto  uicoi3)o^ 
laie  a  baok  in  th^  town  of  Alexandria,  by  the 
■ame  and*  style  of  the  Mechaniea'  Bank  of  Alex- 
aadria;  and  th»  bill  was  read,  aad  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Go  oKHioo,  by  Mr.  Babvt,  ]the  Messaj^e  of  the 
Ptesideat  of  the  Uoited^  Statea  of  the  9th  insunt, 
together  with  theaccompaayiogdoonments,  also 
the  Message  and  report  of  the  12th  instant,  was 
vafarreti  to  that  committee  tq  whom  was  referred^ 
on  the  8th  of  November  kii^t,  so  much  of  the 
Mf  stage  of  the  (^rjesideof  of  the  United  States  as 
eoncerna  the  lelatioos  between  the  United  Statea 
mod  Fcaaoe  and  Great  Britaio,  to  consider  an() 
report  tbereoD.  \ 

Mr.  LiloTU,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  hoI4tog  tbe 
eireait  lioorta  of  tUe  first  cir<;uit,  reported  it 
aftteaded. 

Mr.  An DiaaoN  preseate^tbe  petition  of  Rich? 
ard  Miichil^,  of  the  cooaty  of  Uawkios,  in  the 
State  of  Tennenee,  praying  remission  of  certain 
jadgmeata  obtained  against  him  by  the  Uaited 
Staiof^  in  the  circuit  court  at  Kooxrilie,  ii;i  the 
Staie  of  Tennessee^  for  reasoas  theireta3taied  at 
large  ;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

Tke  Senate  resamed,  as  id' Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  bill  to  amWize  the  Preaideott  of  the 
United  Statea  to  ascertain  aad  designate  certain 
hooodariea;  and,  after  deha;^  the  forther  oonstd- 
eratioa  thereof  was  postponed.     '    * ,  .. 

Mr.  Bias,  from  the  committee,  reporte4  Uw 
ameadoieau  to  the  bill,  eatitled  **An  act  supple* 
oeotary  to  aa  act  (a  raise  an  additional  military 
iane^^  correctly  eogrosaed  $  aad  the  bill  wae  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  witb  aoa^odmeats. 


BloNPAT,  March  16. 

The  biU,  entitled  ^An  act  repeating  the  lOth . 
section  cf 'the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribera 
to  the  Baak  of  the  United  Sutes,"  was  read  the 
second,  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  <^Ao  not  giving  farther  time 
to  the  (purchasers  of  public  land  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments,'^  was  read 
the  tfecoad  lime. 

'  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
mottaa  made  the  14th  rn^L  oa  the  sahjieot;  and, 

Resoloed^  That  a  committee  be  Appointed  to 
revise  and  an^nd  the  act,  eatitled  ^Aa  aet  for 
dividing  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separata 
govern meniV'  approved  <he  3d  day  of  Pebraary, 
1809 ;  and  that  th^  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  olr  otherwise. 

Messrs.  OfLsa,  BaTaaa,  and  Pora,  ^9t%  ap* 
pointed  the  committee. .  .  ' 
.  The  bill' to.  incorporate  a  babk  ia  the  towa  of 
Alexandria,  by  the  liame  and  style  of  the  M^ 
cfaanios'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  was  read  the  seo* 
ond  tiaie. 

'  The  Seaaia  raautoed  ibe  ooosfderationr  ef  tha 
motion  to  postpone  the  bilt  making  father  pro* 
vision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands. to  the  ftrst 
Motfday  in  December  next:  aad'oa  moiioe,  by 
Mr.  ^iTH  of  Maryland,  U  was  agreed  that  tha 
f«Hrth«r  eonsideratioh  thereof  be  postponed  to,  aad 
l>e  made  the  brdet^  of  .dim  day  for,  Wedfiesday 
nestv 

Th0  Senate  resuohed,  as  ih  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  th^'  consideratien  of  the  bill  to  alter  the 
tiaoree  of  holding  thcT  cfrcait  courts  of  the  first 
cirouit,  together. wkh  the  asveodaMots  reported 
therelio  by  the  aieleet  committee;  and  having 
» agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  fo  the  House  ae<^nlingl)r. 

On  tho  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it^was  deter* 
miaed  in  the  nfirmati^e. 

The  following  Message  wajs  received  from  the 

PitESlDENT  OP  THE  UnITED  StaTES  : 

To  the  Sen(Ut  and  Jfoase  of 

Representatives  xf  tnei  Vniied  States  : 
1  laj  befiire  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
M^acH  I3»  1812. 

The.  Message  aad  letter  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordwed  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate ;  iamdi,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Oaaaa^ 
they  were  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
waa  referred,  the  13th  instant,  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  9th, 
together  with  the  accompanying  docudnents,  also 
the  Message  and  report  of  the  12th  instant,  ia 
reiatioi^  to  the  aatne  snbject,  to  coasidec  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled ''An 
act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  ,of  the  €korge- 
towji  Lancaster  Sthool  Society,"  and  it  was 
ordered  to  a  Uurd  reading.  ^ 
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Mr.  Gbeoo,  from  the  comoiittee  to  -whom  was 
referred  the  joibtresolotion  retpeeting  the  arts 
and  maaafactures  of  tbe  United  States,  reported 
an  amendment;  and  the  ameiijdment  baring  been 
considered  and  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  President  reported  the  resolution  to 
the  House  accordkigty. 

On  the  question,  6ball  this  resolution  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmatire.  ^  . 

On  motioiL,  by  Mr.  AMOBsaoN,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  of  the .  bill  for  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Fotomae  be  made  Ihe 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  SeniUe  resumed,  as  in  Conrmitlee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  t^e 
Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  Mtrykindi  and  tbe 
btiiwas  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time.. 

Mr.  Cbawf6u>,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
waa  referred  xht  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  providing 
for  tbe  removal  of  cattses  depending  in  the  re- 
spective district  courts  of  the  United  States,  ia 
case  of  the  disability  of  4he  jodgca  thereof^"  re- 
ported it  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repress  tattves 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
two  ftrst^«f'the  amendments  propoM  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill^  entitled  ^An  act  eoneecnkng 
the  Naval  Bstabltabment,"  and  disagree  to  the 
remainder  of  said  amendments.  They  have 
passed  a  biU.  entitled  *'Ab  tfct  to  enable  tbe  pi^* 
pie  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad* 
mission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States ;''  also,  a  bin. 
entitled  **An  aot  relinquishing io  the  CbrporationS 
of  the  <$ity  of  New  Orleans  tbe. use  and  posses- 
sion of  a  lot  in  the  said  cify ;  in  which  bills  4hey^ 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading; 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the.  admission  of 
the  State  ot  Louisiana  into  the  tJnioo.  and  to  ex- 
tend the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said 
State ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  afld  passed  to  the 
second  reading.,  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  iiito  a 
company,  by  the  name  of  (he  Louisiana  Lead 
Company,  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  tne  select  committee^  and  having 
agreed  to  sundry  amendments,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

TuiSDAT^  March  17. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  j^overnment,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  Sutes."'was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report  there- 


on 'f  and  Messrs.  Crawporo,  Aiion«oir«  Frakk* 
LIN,  Oatoo,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  relinquishing  to  the 
Corporatiott  of  the  city  of  New  Orkaas-  the  use 
and  possession  of  a  lot  io  t^e  said  citv,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Meaara^ 
Greqo,  Cond^t,  and  Oaiipbbll  of  Tenneasae, 
were  appointed  the'  committee.    . 

Mr.  Worth (NOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
wliom  was  referred  the  bill.ientitled  '^  An  act  for 
the«relief  of  Thomas  Orti''  reported  it  without 
amendnient. 

Mr.  Smit^,  of  Marvlaad,r  submitted  the  follow^ 
ing  motion  for  consideration : 
'  Resoived,  That  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  Isy  before  this  flouse  a  Tiew  of  sll  the  appro- 
pristions  made  by  the  several  acts  passed  during  the 
presenTt  session*  and  to  include  therewith  the  interest 
payable  on  the  Louisiana  debt,  and  the  amount  pava- 
ble  during  the  present  year,  (under  the '  act  making 
provision  for  the  redemptioii,  of  the  whole  of  the  public 
debt  of  the  United  ^tat«s,]^'for  t^e  interest  and  reim- 
bursement or  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  StStes ; 
and,  also,  a  statement  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the 
Treaiaiy  of  the  United  Stotes  on  the  9Ui  of  Decem- 
bef  last,  and  of  the  balances  unexpended  on  the  same 
day  io  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  War  and  Na- 
vy Departments. 

The  Senate  proceededl  to  consider  the  ttmeod- 
tnents  disagreed  to  b V  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  concerning  the 
Naval  Establishment ;"  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 

QlLES, 

Resoliedj  That  they  insist  on  their.amendments 
disagreed  to,  add  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ihgVo'l^  of  the  two  Hotises. 

Orieredy  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Llotd,  and 
Crawford,  be  the  managers  at  the  said- confer* 
ence  on  the  part  of  the  Innate. 

Mr.  Qii^BfAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  joint  resolution  respecting  the 
arts  and  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  cor- 
rectlv  engrossed ;"  and  the^ resolution  was  read 
the  tnird  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Gii.if  AN,  from  the  comteittee,  reported  the 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  correctly  engrossed ; 
and  the  bill  was.  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
th^  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  first  circuit  correctly  engrossed ; 
and  the  bill  Was  read  the  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  bf  the  Oeorgetown  Lancaster  School 
Society,''  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  improving  the  navigation  of 
the  rivef  Potomac ;  an<|  a  motion  was  made,  by 
Mr.  Andrrson,  to  amend  the  bill ;  and.  on  his 
cbotion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed  to,  and  be  made  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for,  Friday  next. 
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The  bill  for  the  admbsion  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
ktaoa  into  the  Udiod,  aad  to  extena  the  taws  of 
the  United  States  to  the  said-State,  was  read  the 
seeopd  time. 

Oil  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bitl  for  the 
leUefof  Thooias  and' William  Streshiy  was  re- 
commuted  to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard Mitchill,  presented  the  13th  instant,  was' re* 
ierred  to  the  same  committee,,  to  conside^and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise* 

Messrs.  Andbhson,  Bibb,  and  Lbib,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee.  ■  '' 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Comm^tee'of  the 
Whole,  the  cdnsideration pfihe  bill, entitled  "An 
act  repealing  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  to  in- 
corporate the^.snbscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Slates.*' 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  or 
Samnei  Lapsley,  deceased,  be  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow, 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthinoton,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  biR,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  farther  time 
to  the  pQrchasers  of  the  public  hind  northwest  of 
the  rirer  Ohio,  to  compete  their  "pay  ments,''  he- 
postponed  to,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day 
lor,  Monday  next.  > 


Wbdnesoat,  March  18. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Cbawtord,  the  Senate  re- 
aamed,  ks  ia  Commitlee  of  the  Whole,  thc<  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  eOtitied  ^  An  act  providing 
for  the  removal  of  caases  depending  m  the  re- 
spective district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
case  of  the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof,"  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
adect  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  President  report^  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly.  . 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  biir  be  read  a  third 
time  as  f  mended  1  it  was  dete'riliined  in  the  affir- 
mative. '  ; 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  cortectly 
engrossed ;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  CRAwrQRD, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  by 
nnanimous  consent. 

Re9olvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments, 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^An  act  providing 
for  the  trial  of  all  causes  pending  in  the^respeet- 
ive  district* courts  of  the  United  States,  in  case  of 
the  absence  or  disability  of  the  judges  thereof.*^ 

Mr«  Bradley  gave  noti<^e  that,  t07morrow,he 
shonld  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  carry  into 
efleet  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
not  regulating  grants  of  latid,  and  providing  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  y  nited  St^es 
sotKh  of  the  State  Of  Tennessee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate Moses  Austin,  John  flice  Jones,  Henry  Aus- 
tin, and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the  name  of 
the  Louisianm  Lead  Company;  and  the  bill  hav- 


ing been  further  amended,  the  President  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly*    > 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  affirmative.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  furth^ 
provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  huids. 

9o  morion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  it  wasr 
agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be- 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,. 
Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repftesentative^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  ot^ 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning: 
the  Nav^i  Bstahltshmeut."  They  agree  to  the 
conference  proposed  on  the  subject,  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part.  -They  have 
paWd  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate;  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  quartermaster's  department, 
and  for  other  purposes."  with  amendments ;  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed;'  as  in  Coinmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  f6r  rthe  relief  of  the  representa-. 
/tives  or  Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bram^ey,  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  an  additional  section,  in  the  following 
words: 

•<  And  ht  it  J^iTther  enaeied.  That  ths  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  herelvy,  di- 
rected to  adjust  isnd  se^  a  final  settfemeDt  certificale, 
No..  40,478^  tor  fi%-eight  dollars  and  eighty-nine 
ninetieths^  and  interest  from  the  first  day  of  January, 
1788,  ismied  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Young,  by  John 
Pierce,  commliwioner  of  army  aceonnti  for  the  United 
8Ute8,on  the  first  day  of  March,  1764;  and  that  the 
amount  due  on  said  certifieaie  be  paid  tp  the  said  Jo- 
seph Young,  or  bearer,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated :  Promaed,  That 
said  certificate  shaAl  be  lodged  with  the  Register  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  cancelled  prior  to  the  payment 
thereof;" 

.  And  the  motjoin  was  determlAed  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  6,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Bradley,  German,  Hunter,  Rolnn- 
son,  Taylor,  and  WorUiington.  ' 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderaoh,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Campbell 
ot  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Cutts,  Frank- 
lin, CraillardI  Giles;  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Howell,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tatt,  Turner,  and  Varnum* 

On  the  question,  ShaU  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  timel  it  was  determinedin  the. 
negatiye-^yeas  14j  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
CampbeH  of  Tennessee,  Dana,  Giles,  Goodrich,  Hun- 
ter, Leib,  Lk>yd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait,  and 
Worthington. 

NAVs^Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gregg,  Howoll,  Lambert^ 
Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Varnum. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  designating, 
surveyinjg,  and  granting,  the    military  bounty 
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lands ;  and,  on  moiion  by  Mr.  B&AttL«T,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repeaUn;^^;  the  tenth 
section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
(he  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed*  i 

The.  Senate  resumed)  as  in  Committee  df^  the 
'Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr;''  and  the  further  considerfition 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-  morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDtideration  of  ^he  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Baltimore  and  of 
Norfolk  and  Porismouth ;  and,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 4n(|^ read  a  third  time? 

it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  ,   , 

rf  *      ' 

)        [         " 
I  Tbursoay,  March  19. 

The  Senate  proc^eded^  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTCS  to  the  bill 
entitled  '^Anact  to  establish  a  4)uartermaster's  de- 
partment, and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  they 
were  referred  to  ^  select  committee,  to  constdet' 
and  report  thereon  |  and  Messes.  SniT^of  Mary- 
land, CBAwronn,  and  Yarnum,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  id  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  nd- 
mission  of  the  State  of  Loutsiani^  into  the  Union, 
and  40  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  3tates  to  the 
said  State. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  1  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative.    . 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  eommittee,  reported  th« 
bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones, 
Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the 
name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead  Compahy,  correctly 
engrossed.  '     ^      ■'      . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Lloyo,  Bradley, 
and  Qrbgo,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as. in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr ;"  antif  the-  bill 
having  been  amended*  the  President  reported  it  to 
^eHottse  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
lime  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Oh  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me- 
ehantes'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mf«  Bradley  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect,  the  provisions  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  granu  of 
land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.   .  I 


Friday,  March  20. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Mafyl^nd,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  aooendmenis  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa 
act  to  esublish  a  quarterma^er's  department,  i|Dd 
for  other  purposes,'^  made  report.     Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  disagree  to  aU  ti&e 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  said  hill,  and  insist  on  iheir  disagreement; and 
ask  «  conference  on  the  subject-matter  thereofl 

Messes.  Smitq,  of  Maryland,  Bayard,  and 
CjiAWpoen,  Were  appointed  the  maniigers  at  the 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  t|^e  House  of  Representatives 
informfd-  th^  Senate ^that  the  House. have  pasetd 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^Ah  act  for  the  admission  of  tha 
Slate  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  extend 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  »aid  State ;" 
in  which  l^U  they  request  the  concarrenceof  the 
Senate. 

;  The  bill  wes  twice,  read,  by  unanimous,  con* 
sent,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  five  mem'b^rs,  to. consider  and  TeporC 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bayard,  Crawford,  Lloyd, 
Bibb,  tf  nd  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  were  appoint- ' 
ed  theeommittee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  improY- 
ing  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac ;  and. 
aftei*  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  a. select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  ^te  members,  further  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs/  Qoodricb,  Bayard, 
Bradley,  BrEnt,  and  Qilbs,  were  appointed  the 
committee.  ^ 

Mr.  GiLBiAif,  from. the  oommittof)  reported  the 
bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Louisiatta 
ipto  the  Union,  and  to<  extend  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  Sute, correctly  eng rosfr- 
ed ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr*  Bayard,  ir  was  ra- 
eommitted  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer* 
red,  this  day,  the  bill  brought  ^p' from  the  Hpuse 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  on  the  same 
subject,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  GiLba,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
(he  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ac(t  coneern- 
iog  th^  Naval. Elstablishment,"  made  report. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  first  and  third,  and.  disisgree  to  the  second 
amendment  to  the  bill*  entitled  ^^An  act  provid- 
ing for  the  trial  of  all  causes  pending  in  the  re- 
spective district  courts  of.  the  United  Stales  in 
ca^  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  judges 
thereof."  ^ 

'  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Senate  re- 
ceded from  their,  second  emendment  to  the  said 
bilL 

Mr.  LLOYt),  from  th^  committee  to  whoin  was 
recommitted  the- hill  to  incorporate  Moses  Ana- 
tin,  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others, 
into  a  company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana 
Lead  Company,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNQTOM,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  representation  of  the  dd- 
egates  from  Orleans  Territory,  reported  a  hiU  gir- 
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iag  fonher  time  for  registeriag  claitDs  to  kod  in 
the  easierD  district  of  the  Territory  of  prions, 
Md  the  bill  was  read,  a<i4  passed  to  the  second 
fcadiog. 


MbifDAT,  March  23. ' 
The  VicB  President  being  indisposed,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  24.  ^ 

Id'  the  absence  of , the  Vice  President,  on 
motiob  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
choice  of  a  President  fro  tempore,  aa.  the  Coastt- 
tatioo  provides,  and  William  Q.  Cbavfobd  was 
elected. 

Mr.  Pops,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa« 
Mconmitted  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the 
relief  oT  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in 
the  late  campaign  oik  the  Wabash,'^  reported  it 
meiided. 

The  Pbesidekt  commuBicated  i^  r^|>ort  of  the 
Secretary  «f  the  Treasury  on  the  petitibo  of  P(a« 
thapiel  BasselK  aod  others,  of  CharleatMiv  South 
Caroliaa,  referred  to  him  od  the  lltb  iBstaot,  9^ 
tkm  report  wbk  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  lor 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Ifoose  of  Repre^ntatirefl^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insik^  dnr 
their  araendmehts  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  ^  establish  a  quarter- 
master's department,  and  for  other  purposes.'* 
They  agree  to  the  conference  proposed  on  the 
subject,  and  ha?e  appointed  roanafirer$  on  their 
part.  They  haYe  passed  a  bill^  entitled  ^^Aa  act 
making  provisioti  for  certain  persons  claiming 
Ud4s  under  the  several  acts  fot  the  relief  of  the 
refugees  from  the  British  proviaces  of  CaBad^ 
aa4  Nova  Scotia^;''  in  which  bill  they  teqsest  the 
«o»cttrreDce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  coneurremee  was 
iBBil,  and  passed  to  the  second  readiufj;. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  by'  the  name  and  style  of  the  M^ 
ehaoics'  Bank  of  Alexandria^  and|OD  motion  by 
Mr.  Brent,  it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  coid^ 
mittee,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon  } 
^Bd  Messrs.  Brent,  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and 
Taylor,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  nlotion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  petitions  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Louisiana  called. Feli- 
eiana^lyiag  between  the  Pearl  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  upon  the  subject  of  annexation  to  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  i^lmis^ion 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  to  con*' 
lider  and  report  therecn  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Smitb  of  Maryland,  from  the  naanagera 
at  the  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  on 
the  bill«  entitled  "An  act  establish i ag  «  quarter- 
master's department,  and  for  other  purposes,'^ 
made  report. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qileb,  the  Senate, resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  managers 


at  the  conference  on  their  part,  on  the  bill,  en-' 
titled  *'An  act  concerning  the  Naval  J^stablish- 
meot.»        ^  ^ 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  they  so  far  recede 
from  their  amendments  as  to  a^ree  tatbe  report 
.of  the  managers,  and  that  the  bill  be  sp  modined. 

The 'bill  to  carry  into  efiect  the  provisions  of 
^he  eighth  section  of  the  ^Act  jregulating  the  grants 
of  land^iid  providing  for  the  disposal  ol'  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Stale  of  Teu* 
nessee,"  was  read  the  secoo(i  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Brad- 
ley, Tait,  Gbeoo,  Lloyd,  and  Hunter^  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  6f  the 
Whole,  th^  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo* 
rate  Moses  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Aus- 
tin, and  others, into  a  company,  by  the  name  of 
the  Louisiana  Lead  Company,  together  with  the 
amendments  repoirted.  thereto  by  -^he  select  coin- 
mittee ;  and  having  fn  part  agreed  to  the  report 
of  the  committee,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  Hovise  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
termined i^  the  afl^mative. 

The  Senate  rettumed,  es  in  Qommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  ibr  the  designating, 
surveying,  and^raating,  the  inilitary  bounty 
land ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbeh.l,  of  Ten- 
nessee, the  further  consideration  thereof  yras  post- 
poned until  to  morrow. 


\    .  Wednesday,  March'25. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  land  in  the  eastern  di>tri«t  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleanis  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  ptovision  for 
pertain  persops  claiming  lands  under  the  several 
aeU  for  the  relief  of  t,he  refugees  froih  the  British 
provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Seotia,"  was  read 
the  second  time,Bnd  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recomipitted,  on  the  28th  January, 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  on  th^ 
same  subject,  tocc^sider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  resumed  the  considera- 
tion oC  the  report  of  the  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence on  their  part,  on  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
establishing  a  quArtermaster^s  departpaent,  and 
for  other  purposes."  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  they  recede  from  their  disa- 
greement to  tb^  amend nrents  of  the  Hduse  of 
Representatives,  50  far  as  toa^ree  to  the  report 
of  the  managers,  and  that  the  bill  be  so  modified. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
modification  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment,"  as  reported  by  the  managers  at 
the  conference  on  the  said  bill.  The  House 
of  Representatives  have  passed  ^  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  arti- 
ficers," in  which  billthey  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 


179 


fllSTORt  OP  CONGEBSS. 


180 


Senate. 


Proceedings. 


March,  1812. 


The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Qrboo,  from  the  committee  t6  whom  was 
referred  the  bill^  entitled  "An  a6t  relinquishing 
to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said  city,^' 
reported  it  with  an  amendment,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  considered  and  agreed  to,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  nnd^  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly.  ' 

On  the  question,  Bhall  this  bill  berc^ad  a  thnrd 
time  as  a^nended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affir* 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
*^An  act  for  the  relief, of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  served  tn  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,'' 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee,  and  this  report  Was 
in  part  adopted ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  con- 
sideration.thereof  was  postponed  un^il  to  morrow. 

Mr.  QilmaM,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John  Rfce  Jones, 
Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by 
the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead.  Company,  cor- 
rectly engrdfsed. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  ]p?as 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Hous^  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^An  act  fbr  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  extend 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  B>ate," 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

^       /      Thursday,  March  26.. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to'  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  rflin- 
quishing  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said 
city,''  correctly  engrossed  ;  and  the  bill  was  read' 
the  third  time  as  amende.d  $  and  the  title  having 
been  amended,  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  tlie  committee,  aW  staled 
the  report  of  the  managers  at  the  conference  on' 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  bill  entitled '^An 
act  establishing  a  quartermaster':!  department,  and 
for  other  purposes,^'  correctly  engrossed. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating 
the  ffrants  of  land,  add  providing  for  the  disposal 
of  tne  lands  of  the  United  States  south  or  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  reported  it  without  amend* 
menu 

Mr.  Goodrich,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  for  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  Potomac,  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  fbr  the  organization 
of  a  corps  of  artificers,"  was  read  the  second  time 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereoo  ;  and  Messrs.  Reed^  Gilhan,' 
and  Smith  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  ot 


the. officers  and  soldte'rs  who  served  in  tfa^  late 
campaign  on  the  Wabash." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  second  section  by  adding  a  proviso 
thereto. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.*  German,  to  amend  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  line  three,  by  inserting 
the  woi'ds  *'army  and,"  extending  the  provision 
to  the  regular  troops  as  well  as  militia,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative— yeas  13,  nays  15.  at 
follows: 

YxAs— Meters.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Cutts,  German,  Giles, 
Gilmtn,  Hocsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Taylor. 

NATs-^MoBsrs..  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Tennesiee, 
Ooi^dit,  Crawibrd,  Franklin,  Gailkrd,  Goodrich,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed}  Tait,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Wor- 
ffaliigton.  .     -      ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GcmiAN^  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  amended  as  follows: 

8xc.  8.  And  be  H  further  enacted.  That  the  oAoers, 
aeoording  to  the  rank  which  they  held,  as  afiireaaid, 
the  non-cpminiisioned  oAoers  and  soldiers  of  the  toI- 
'  unteers  or  mnitfa,  wh6  ■«nred  in  the  said  eampa^gny 
and  who  were  killed  or  4i^d  of  weande  reeeived  in  said 
service,  leaving  a  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,'  shall  havo 
left  a  child  or  children,  under  the  age  of  siztaep  yean, 
such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child  or  children^ 
shall  be  entitled  to,  and  reoeiTe,  the  half  of  ihe  monthly 
pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  «f 
his  death,  .or  receiving  the  wound  of  which  he  died, 
for  and  during  the  term^f  five  yean ;  and  in, case  ti 
the  death  or  intennarriage  of  such  widow,  before  the 
expiradon  of  the  term  of  five  vears,  the  half  pay,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term,  shall  go  to  the  child  or  child- 
ren of  such  deceased  officer  or  soldier,  whilst  under  the 
age  of  sixteen  years ;  and  in  like  manner,  the  allow- 
ance to  the  child  or  children  of  such  deceased,  where 
there  is  no  widow,  shall  be  paid  no  longer  than  while 
there  is  a  child  or  children  under  the  age  aforssaid : 
Provided,  That  no  greater  sum  shall  be  allowed  in  any 
case  to  the  >vidow,  or  to  the  child  or  children,  of  any 
ofiicer,  than  the  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel :" 
'  It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  6,  nays 
22,as  follows ; 

YsAS — Messrs.  Cutts,  German,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Tur- 
ner, and  Vamuffl. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Campbell 
of  Tmnessee,  Condit,  Crawfonf,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  President  reported  the  bill  16  the  House 
as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  sale  of  the  pablic  lands,  together 
with  the^  motion  for  postponement  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Giles,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
modification  of  the  a  mend  menu  to  the  bill,  enti- 
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tied  ^Aol  act  esublisliiBg  a  qu^nermmter's  ddr 
partmeot,  and  for  other  par  poses/'  as  reported  bv 
tlw  managers  at  the  cOoierence  on  the  said  bill. 
Tbejr  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  au- 
tfaortze  the  Seeretarj  of  War  to  exchange  lands 
with  the  Ursoliae  Nans  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans;'' in  which  bill  they  request  the  c«moor- 
reeee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  engrqssed  biU  to  incorporate  M6ses  Aus- 
tin^ John  Kice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others, 
iBtoa  company,  by  the  name  of  the  .Liouisiana 
Lead  Company,  vas  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  qoestidn,  Shall  this  bill  pa«s?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmatire — yeas  14,  nays  12^ 
as  follows:, 

Yxas-^Mmbts.  Asdenon,  Bradley,  Oondit,  Craw- 
ford, Dana^  German,  Goodrish,  Qregg,  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, Smith  of  New  Yorli,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worthiog- 


Nats — Mesan.  Bayaid,  Franklin,  Giles,  Horsey, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tur- 
mu,  and  Yarnum. 

So  it  was  Be8olv6d,Th9it  thig  bill, pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  1^,  "An  act  to  incorporate 
Moses  Austin^  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Adstin, 
and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the  name  of  the 
Louisiana  Lead  Company.^' 


Friday,  March  27,      .  ^ 

The  bill  entitled,  ^*An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
xetary  of  War  to  excbance  lands  with  the  Ursu- 
line  Nuns  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read 
the  secoad  time,  and  r^erred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  $  and  <  Messrs. 
GhtEOO^  Dana,  and  Brent,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.'  Ca9ipb£ll\  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

'*  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire what  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for 
completing  titles  on  such  special  entries,  locations^  and 
anrreys  of  lands,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  were 
made  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  and  re- 
cogniMd  by  the  act  of  the  said  State,  commonly  called 
the  cession  act,  and  which  lie  west  and  sou^  of  the 
line  described  in  an  act  of  Ck>ngres8,  entitled  *«An  act 
to  authorise  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,"  dtc 
passed  on  the  18th  ef  April*  1806,  and  within  the 
bounds  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished ; 
and  that  the  committee  have  lei^e  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise." 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled'  "An  act  for  the 
'relief of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  Mrred  in 
the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  correctly  en« 
grossed  ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  to  recommit  the  bill, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Re^dvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resnn^ed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  maldiig  for-^ 


ther  prorision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  together 
whh  the  motion  for  postponement ;  and  the  fur* 
ther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until 
tbe  first  Monday  in  December,  next. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  tp  enlarge  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Lotiisiana ;  and  the  btli  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.<]riLS8,  from  the  commitlee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  fot*  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie, 
reporied  it  with  amendments. 
V  The  Sedate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideratipn  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain 
*and  designate  certain  boundaries. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qebma.n,  to  strike' out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  for  the 
ascertaining  where  the  waters  of  Connecticut 
rtyer  interact  tbe  northernmost  part  of  the  45th 
d^ree  of  north  latitude,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard.  Bibb,  Gaillard, 
German,  Goodridi,  Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith 
a^  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner 
uid  Yamudi.. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawford,  Bana, 
Franklin,  Gregg,  Howell,  Lambert,  Pope^  and  Worth- 
tngton. 

And  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
tlouse  amended. 

.On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  as  amended^  it  was  de- 
termined ia  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Frank^lin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Gordon,  re- 
ported that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted,  and  that  the  pelitioaer  have  leave 
to  withdraw  bis  papers ;  and  the  report  Was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worth ihoton,  the  bill  en- 
titled*^ Ai^  act  giving  further  time  to  tbe  purchasers 
of  public  land  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  com- 
pletf  their  payments^"  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  ther^ ;  and 
Messrs.  Wortbinoton,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Bayard,  were  appointed  the  committiee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr.  Tait  was 
added  to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred,  on 
the  12th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair:*'  and  the  bill,  entitled 
^^An  act  for  thi}  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson." 


MoifDAY,  March  30.  • 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni* 
te4  Slates  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boun- 
daries having  been  reportedby  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  27th  instant,  by  Mr.  Campbell^ 
of  Tennessee ;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  y  and 
Messrs.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Bradley,  and 
Greqo.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  for  improv- 
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iog  the  Dtvi^tioo  of  the  rirev  Potpo^ACf  oppo- 
site the  City  of  Washington,  together  with  the 
ameodmenta  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee :  and  having  agreed  to  the  afnendmenta^ 
the  Pre^iident  reported  the  bill  tb  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  hill  be  engrossed 
and  r^ad  a  third  time  as  amenciedl^  it.v^as  d^ter* 
mined  in  the  affirmative* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Minifie,  together  wijih  the  ameadmeots 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  aQ4 
having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  .this  bill  be  engrossed 
.and  read  a  third  time iis amended ?  it  was  detef- 
.mined  in  the  affirmative.* 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Qommiitee  of  the 
Whole^  the.consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  designating,  surveying,  andgraniingi  the  mili* 
tary  bounty  lauds. 

On  motion,  to  strike  but  the  words  ''fit  for  cul- 
tivation/' it  was  deterniined  in  the  negativeT-yeas 
12,  nays  14,  as  follows: ;  .    , 

.Yeas — ^Messrs.  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit, 
Franklin,  GaiHard,  Gilman,  Gregg,  Leih»  Reed,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Turner,  and  Worth*' 
ington. 

Nats— MeiMTs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Crawibtd,  German, 
Ctiles,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lambert,  Pope,  Rob- 
insofl,  Tait,  Tsylor,  a&dk'Vamdm. 

On  motion,  by<  Mr.  Campbsll,  of  Tennessee, 
la  strike  out  two  millions  in  theT^rtitory  of  Lou- 
iaimna,  and  insert  one  miUion  five  hundred  thoa- 
sand)  it  was  determined  \n  the  negative— yeas  8, 
Bays  17,  as  foltaws : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit, 
Ffankfin,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Lambert,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Wort^ington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Crawford,  German,  Gflman, 
Goodrich.  Gregg,  HoweU,  Leib,  Doyd,  Pope,  Seed, 
BobinsOif  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  TajlOr,  Tnr- 
nutt  %ad  Vaitam. 

And  the.  bill  having  been  ameaded)  the  Presi- 
daot  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly.  And 
on  the  question..  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Orbgg  plresented  the|>etition  of  John  Clarke, 
of  the  State  of  PennsyHrania,  praying  remunera- 
tion for  services  rendered  during  the  Kevolution- 
ary  war,  as  therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Gregg,  Reeo,  and  Smith,  of  New  York, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Peter  Landais,  praying  compensation  for 
military  services. 

TuESOAY,  March  31. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Miotfie  haT- 
ing  been  reported  by  the  comoaitue  correctly  en- 


grossed, was  rea4  the  third  time  «•  amended,  asd 
passed. 

The  bill  for  improving  the  iiaTigation  of  the . 
river  Potomac,  opposite  ^the  eity  of  Waahingtoi^, 
having  been  reported  by  the  oommlttee  correctly 
engrened,  was  read  >  the  third  time  af  amended, 
ai\d  pai^d. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  desigqatiag,  survey- 
ing, aod  granting,  the  military  bounty  lands, far- 
ing been  reported  by  the  comoaittee  correctly  ea*- 
grossed,  was  read  the  third,  time  ai|  amended,  and 
passed..  i 

Mr.  Bi:YAAn.  from  the  committee  to  whona  wna 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Arthur  Su  Clair,"  reported  it'without  amend- 
ment. He  also  reported  4he  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomks  Wilson,"  wittmoC 
amendntent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  foe 
tha  amission  of  the  State  of  Louiatnna  into  Che 
Unbn.and  to  e^Ueo/Lthe  laws  of  the  UnitedStatee 
to  the  said  Slate,"  together  with  th«  amcndmentt 
re4V>rted  there^p  by  the  select  ^sommiuee;  and 
having  agr^d  to  the  amAidmenta,  theTresident 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly.  . 

On  the  question,  *Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  the 
memorial  of  Peter  Landais  was  referredto  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Smith  of  New  iork| 
BRSNT,«nd  Dama,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  thie 
Whole,  the  bill  to  carry  intbe&ct  the  provisions  of 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  granu 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  landa 
of  the  United  Sutes  south  of  the  Sute  of  Ten- 
nessee; and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  GiUBS,  it  yrw  agreed- 
that  the  ftuther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  giving  further 
time  for  registering  elaims  to  land  in  the  eiistern 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

On. the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  rend  a  third  time?  it  waa  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  eelarge  tiM 
Hmiu  of  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and  on  motion 
by  Mr.VARNUM.the  yeas  and  nays  were  required 
on  passibg  the  bill  to  a  third  reading;  and,  after 
debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Anosbson,  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postooned  until  to-  * 
morrow,  and  made  the  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  Brbht.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  by  the  na^ie  and  style  of  **  the 
Mechanics^  Bank  of  Alexandria,"  reported  it  with 
amend^ienls. 

Mr.  Brbnt  presented  the  .petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directora  of  the  mnk  of  Waahington, 
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prsying^an  entargement  of  their  capital,  for  rea- 
sons therein  stated;  and  the  petition  was  read^ 
and  referred  to  a  seleet  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  tberemi  by  \f^\\  or  otbermse ;  and  Messrs. 
Brent,  Dana,  and  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  we^e 
appointed  the  eemmittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  oftlepresen  tat  ires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoase  have  passejf 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  ^  Ap 
act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by 
kttowB  wounds  received  in  the  Herolntioniiry  war, ' 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  afso  a  billj  entitled  ^  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hobbell  f  id  wbich 
UHs  they  reqoest  the  concnrrence  of  tlie  Senate.*    i 

The  two  Dtll»  last  brought  up  for  concvrrenee 
wvre  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readinr. 

Oa  BDotlon  by  Mf.FitAMLm,  the  committee  to 
wbom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Dkvtd  Porter 
was  discharged,  and  the  cpnaidei^tion  of  the  ^ti^ 
tion  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  Senate  resamed|^s  \ri  Oomtnictee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^' An.act  for  the  rdief  of 
Thomas  Orf  ;^'  and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  que^iop,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  t  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 


WEDNfiSDAir,  April  1. 

Mr.  Howell,  from  the  comniittee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  30th  December  last,  the  petitibn 
of  Nathaniel  Smith,  naval  officer  of  the  port  of 
Providence,  reported,&&  their  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient  to  act  any  further  oti  it  this  ses- 
sion ;  and  the  Teport  was  agreed  to. 

Mi;.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concern- 
ing the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  reported  it  aitiended. 

Mr.  PoFB,  fr0m  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the %ni,  entitled  '*  An  act  supplemental  to 
'  An  act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  whole  body  of  militia  of  the  United 
Sutes,^  reported  it  amended. 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.  Pope,  the  resblution^  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  commnni- 
cated  on  the  3d  March,  oh  the  subject  of  public 
roads,  was  referred  to  a  select  cotnmittee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Pope,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  and  An- 
DBRSOir,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  iDotfon,  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  Charles  WhitloW,  were  dis- 
charged frcrm  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Giles,  fVom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Isaac  Tryon,  reported  that 
the  prayer  ot  the  petMiOn  ought  not  tO'be  granted ; 
aod  the  reporfwas  agreed  ta 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wit- 
Ham  Hubbell,''  was  read  the  second  ttme,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Horsey,  and 
Bbadley.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
'An  a(st  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled 


by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Herolutionary 
war,  and  for  other  purposes^"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  ^  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messri.  Qasuo, 
Varnum,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  tlepresentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  granting 
of  patents  ioj  land,  according  to  the  surveys  that 
have  been  made,  and  to  ^rant  donation  rights  to 
certain  claimants  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
and  for  other  purposes^''  in  which  bill  they  request 
^e  concurrence  of,  the  Senate. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Theamendmentsto  the  bill,  oOtitled  '^Aa^Ot 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr.-' having  been  Re- 
ported by  the  comniittee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
Dili  was  read  a  third  ttme  as  amended,  and  passed 
with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  admission  of  the  Stnt^  of  Louisiana  into 
the  Union,  ajDd  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  to  the  said  State,*^  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  ongrossad,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  ainended.  and,  by  luianimous 
consent,  was  further  amended,  by  striking  out,  in 
the  ninth  secition  atid  second  line,  the  word  '*  next," 
and  inserting  the  words  '*  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  iwejve^^' 

Re^olved^^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments* 

The  bill  giving  further  time  for  registeria|f 
claims  to  land  in  the  easterii  district  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  having  been  reported  by  theeom- 
ipittee  correctly  eqgrossed,  was  read  a  third  time^ 
and  passed. 

-  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  ot  the  bill  to  enlarge  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  offered,  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  oaya 
8,  as  folbws : 

YaA9— 4if  ems.  AndarsQU,  Bayard,  Bihb»  Camphett 
of  Tennessee,  Condit>  Crawfi>rd>  Catts,  GsiUanl,  Giles, 
Gregg,  Horscff,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maiy- 
ItnCsflw^  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taykwr,  Tumtr,  Va». 
nam,  and  Worthington. 

Nats-— Messn.  Bradley,  Franklin,  German,  Giloian, 
Goodrich,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  and  Reed. 
*  TheBenate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
AKhur  St»  Clair;"  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  read  the  third  time  ?  it  passed  in  the 
negative.' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Wilson  f  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  following  confidential  Message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Bepresentaiives  of  the  United  States  .- 

Considenng  it  as  expedient,  under  existuig  circnm- 
stances  and  prospects,  that  a  general  embargo  be  laid 
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on  all  vessels  now  in  port,  or  hereafter  arriving,  for  the 
period  of  sixty  days,  I  recommend  the  tmme£ate  pa»> 
sage  of  a  law  to  thare£fect 

JAMES  MADISON. 

AvRiL  1,  1818.  . 

The  Message  was  read ;  and  on  morion^  by 
Mr.  Bayard,  that  the  iDJUDCtioa  of  secrecy  be 
taken  off  respecting  the  Message  last  read ;  it 
was  determiDed  in  the  negatiYe — yea^  11,  nays 
21,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
and  Reed.    ,  , 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradlay,  CampbeD 
of  Tennessee,^Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lafd,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of* 
Marylan<i,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer, 
VamiuB,  and  Worthington. 

Eesolvedj  That.the  Messafte  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  cbnsist  of  five  members,  to 
considei  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Orderedj  That  M^rs.  Campbell  of  Tennes- 
see. Taylor,  German,  Pope,  and  Bayard,  be  the 
committee.      -  ,  ' 


TB0R9DAt,  Apri^  2. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  tp  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  author- 
ize a  detachment  frc^m  the  militia  of  the  Uarted 
States,"  reported  it  amended.     , 

The  following  confidential  Message  Was  re- 
ceired  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
Messrs.,  Wright  and  Qrundy,  a  committee  of 
that  House ;  Mr.  Wrigbt,  Chairman : 

Mr.  President :  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  pasbed  a  bill,  entitled  .^  An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  aqd  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States  for  a  limited  time;" 
in  which  they  aslrthe  concurrence  of  the  SenMe ;, 
and  the  committee'  are  instructed  to  impress  On 
the  Senate  a  speedy  eonsideration  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  stated,  ftom  the 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United' States  of  the  first  ia- 
stant,  that,  having  had  intimation  that  a  bill  on 
the  subject,  bad  passed  the  other  House,  the  com- 
mittee would  not  at  present  make  a  report.      , 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time  by  unanimous  cofnseot,  it  was 
objected  to  as  against  the  rule. 

Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  motion  to  suspend 
so  much  of  the  twelfth  rule  for  conducting  busi- 
ness, as  provides  that  the  three  readings  of  a  bill 
be  on  three  separate  days ;  and,  after  debate,  he 
withdrew  his  motion,  in  order  that  the  following 
motion  might  be  taken  up : 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith. 
of  Maryland,  one  of  the  majority,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  biH,  by  unani- 
mous consent ;  and  it  was  again  objected  to  as 
against  the  rule. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  the  bill  be 
printed,  under  an  injunction  of  secrecy,  for  the 


use  of  the  Senate,  it  was  derermioed  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  11,  nays  21,  as  follows : 

YsAs — df^essrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Datia,  Oenaan, 
GUhnao,  Goodrich,  horsey,  Honter,  Ijamben,  Lloyd, 
add  Reed. 

Nats^ — Mi^rs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Caoipbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Frankiin,  Gailkrd, 
Giles,  Gregg,  ^oweU,  Xeih,  Pope,  Robinson,  Sinith  of 
Maryl^d,  Smith  of  New^York,  Tait,  Taylor,  TimMr, 
Varmtm,  and  Worthingtou. 

Mr.  Anderson  renewed  his^  motion  to  suspend 
the  twelfth  rule  for  conducting  business ;  and,  on 
the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmati^e-^yeas  20,  nays  12.  as  follows : 

Y»AS    Meswrs.  Apdefton,  Bibb,  GampbeM  of  Tea- 
iie*ee,  Gondit,.  Crawft»d,  Catts,  Franklin,  Oaillard, 
Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Kobinsoh,  Smitii  of  Maiy-. 
lead.  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylot,  Turner,  Var- 
nam,  and  Worthington. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Gilinan,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Boney>  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  and  R^ed. 

.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  .Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
the  bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  lidottoD,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  yesterday  ap- 
pointed on  tbeHSonfidential  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  connder  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Lloyd  iiubmitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration :  . 

JUiolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  reqnested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  any  information 
in  ponession  of  the  Government,  touching  our  foreign 
relations,  which  has  not  been  already  commuaicated, 
and  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  majr  not  be  injurions  to 
the  public  interests  to  make  known  to  the  Senate. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative^yeas  14,  nays, 
17)  as  follows: 

YBA8^-*Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dani,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Lloyd,  Heed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Gamid>eU  of  Ten- 
nessee,'Condit,  Crawford,  Cutto,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  l^ew  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

Mr«  Campbell,  of  Tennessee^  from^  the  com* 
mittee  to  w^om  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  referred,  reported  it 
amended. 

Mr.  ANDsaaoH  was  called  to  the  Chair,  ao4 
the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

A  motion  w^  made,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  to  amend* 
\the  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  section  : 

And  heM  Jurther  emuited,  Th^  the  act,  entitled 
^  An  act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and 
also  the  thinf  section  of  the  act,  entitled  «<  An  act  sup- 
plementeiy  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  concerning  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies^ 
and  lor  other  purposes,"  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed. 
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And,  on  the  qoestioa  to  adopt  the  amend  men  t, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negatiye — yeas  13.  nays 
19,  as  follows: 

TxAt — Mewn.  Bradley;  .Dantf  Gercnan,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  fioraey,  Hunter,  Lambert^  Lloyd,  Reed, 
Smith  of  JMaryland,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— MeMrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  ^en- 
neesee,  Condit.  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  GalUard, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  and  Vaniom. 

And  the  biU  harinij^  been  debated,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair;  and  it  was^  by  Mr*  An- 
HfiBSON,  reported  with  amendments ;  which  were 
read,  and  agr^d.  to  by  the  Senate,  as  fpliows : 

Section  1,  line  3,  strike  oQt  "sixty;"  line  6, 
strike  oot  *'  under  the  immediate  direction."  and 
insert,  **  in  ballast,  with  the  consent." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradi4:y,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  unti(  to  morrow, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill,  as  amended,  pass  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  following  confidential  message  tiy^as  re- 
eeired  from  the  House  of  Represents tiyres,  by 
Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Wiluam3)  a  committee 
of  that  House — Mr.  Calhoun,  chairman : 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
baTe  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition 
to  the  a(ht;  entitled  *  Ad  act  to  raice  an  additional 
military  force,'  passed  January  1 1, 1812.;"  id  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

After  the  coi^sider^tion  of  Bxecutive  ^nd" con- 
fidential business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Fa|DAY,  April  3. 

Mr.  OSEOO.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  ^ill.  en tf tied  "  fi^  aet  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the 
Ursuline  Nuns  of  the  city  of.  New  Orieana,^'  im- 
ported it  amended. 

Mr.  Llotd.  from  the  committed  to  whom  wa? 
referred  the  mil  to  annex  the  towns  of  Kitterr, 
Biltot,aVid  Berwick,  to  the  distrkt  of  Portsmouth, 
reported  it  wfthoiu  amendment ;  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, the"  further  consideration  tiiereof  was  post- 
pone to  the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act 
layiBg  an  embargo  on  all  thtps  an4  ressels  in  the 
port*  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  fora  lim- 
ited time,"  having' been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  motion,  br  Mr.  L^ib,  it  ^as  agreed  i<S  fill 
the  blank  with  the  Word  *^  ninety." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed? it  waflh determined  in  the  affiilmative — yeas 
20,  nays  13,  ai  follows  : 

TxAB — Messrs.  Anderson^,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tenneasee,  C6ndit  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklhi, 
Gaillard,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Taytor,  Ttnrner,  Varmim,  and 
Worthington.    ^ 

NATs-^Meon.  Bajrard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Gilesy  Gitraan,  Goodxioh,  Honey,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Lkijdy  Seed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland.  ' 


So  it  was  JReiolved,  I'hat  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  a  committee  of  twp 
members  were  appointed  to  carry  the  bill  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  request  their  con- 
currence in  the  amendments ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb 
and  Campbell  qf  TennesseCj  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  the 
granting  of  patents  of  land  according  to  the  sur- 
veys that  hare  been  made,  and  to  grant  donation 
ciffhts  toucertain  claimant  of  land  in  the  district 
of  Detroit,  and  for  0ther  purposes."  was  read  the 
second  .tiiiie,'and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs^  Wob- 
THiNOTON,  Grboo,  and  Goodeicb,  were  appoint- 
ed the  oommittee. 

'  The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ^^  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
^  An  act.  to  raise  an  additional  military  force," 
parsed  Jaauary  11,  181^,"  wa,s  read,  ana  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

-  After  the  consideration  of  Executive  and  con- 
fidential busiitess,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Seifbn  6^ clock  in  the  evening,: 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Th6mas  Wil^n,"  ^as  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  third  reaiding  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  AnogbsoNj  to  sus- 
pend the  twelfth  rule  for  conducting  business  in 
the  Senate,  as  it  respects  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  raise 
an  additional  military  force,'  passed  January  11, 
1812;"  and,  after  debate,  he  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. *        .     . 

On  motion,  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  objected  to  as 
against  the  rule. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Batard,  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  amotion  fpr  the  sec- 
ond reading  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow ;  and  it 
Was  determined  iii'  the  negative. 

Mr.  Anoerson  renewed  his  motion  to  suspend 
the  twelfth  rule' for  conducting  the  business  in 
the  Senate,  as  it  respects  the  said  bill ;  ind  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative-r-yeas  15,  nays  9, 
as  follows:. 

Ybas — Mesars.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  Crawford,:  Cutta,  Franklin,  Howell, 
Robioeon,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer, 
Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baysjrd,  Dana,  German,  Goodrich, 
Horsey.  Hnnter,  Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Reed. 

And,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill  was 
read  the  second  time.. 

'  On  motion,  bv>Mr.  German,  that  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  be  taken  ofifas  it  respects  the  said 
bill^it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  13,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana, 
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Gainard,  Oemian,  Goodrich,  fiora^j,  Hanter,  Lloyd, 
Pode,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  New  Yu^. 

Natii— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Catts,  Frankfin,  Howell,  L«ib,  Robinson,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Yanium,  and  Worthington. 

After  the  coDsideration  of  Execiuiye  and  con- 
fidential business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Satukdat,  April  iw 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tenpesse^; 
the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  closed. 

A  message  from  the  Hocmeof  Representatiyes, 
by  their  committee.  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Wil- 
LiAiTfi^Mr.  Calhooh,  chairman : 

Mr.  President :  The  House  of  Representatives 
concur  in  th«  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bin.  entitled  ^  Ah  act  laying  an  embargo  on  aU 
ships  and  vessels  In  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  limited  time.^  The  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Represonta^ves  having  signed 
an  enroHed  bill,  we  ajpe  directed  to  bring  h  to  the 
Senate  (or  the  sijjnuatureof  thenr  President.' 

Mr.  Varii UM,  trom  the  committee,  reported  the' 
bill  correctlyearolled.  {      .       '       ■ 

The  President  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last 
reported  to  have  been  examined,  and.  it  w&s  de- 
livered to  the  committee,  to  be  laid  before  (he 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee,  reported  thai 
they,  this  day,  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  enrolled  bill  last  mentioned, 
and  that  the  Pcesideot  had  approved  and  signed 
the  act.  ... 

After  the  consideraiidn  of  Ezecative  and  con- 
fidential business,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin^ 
the  doors  of  the  Sebate  Chamber  were  opened. ' 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St. 
CJair,  praying  that,  in  consideration  of  services^ 
rendered  to  the  United  States  during  the  I^evo- 
lutionary  war,  and  of  his  extreme  poverty,  Con- 
ffress  would  malse  some  provision  to  smooth  his 
declining  years,  and  secure  him  from  the  dread 
of  immediate  wapt ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  (o  a  aelect  commUtee,  to  considejr 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Lbib»  Bradley^  and  Batard,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committer. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ."An  act  making 
provision  for  certain  persons  claiming  lands  un- 
der the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of'i^e  refugees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Noya 
Scotia^*'  reported  it  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,''  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. "  '  . 

On  motion,  by  Mr. Reed,  to  strike  out  "six," 
and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  **  three,"  thereby  to  re- 
duce the  term  of  militia  service,  a  division  was 


called  for.  and  the  question  was  taken  on  striking 
out,  and  was  determined  in  the  negative-^yeas 
12,  nays  1.6.  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  9ayard,  Braidley,  Condit,'  Dana, 
German,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Reed,  and  Qmith  of  Marykhd. 

Nats — Messrs*  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Tennesseey 
Crawford,  Cutta,  Franklin,  GaiUard,  Gile^  Gregg, 
Howell;  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Varaum,  and  WyrtfaingtoYi.  - 
.  ptk  the  question,  Shall  this  hill  he  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?,  it 'was  determined  in  the  af> 
firmative. 

A  messafi^e  from  the  House  of  Representative^ 
inforkned  the  Senate  that  the  House  disas^ree  to 
all  the  amendments  to  the  first  section,  andagrte 
to  allthe  other  amendments  of  ^he  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^  An^act  for  the  relief  of  the  officera 
ana  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on 
iheWahash."     ,       ,  , 

()n  motion,  by  Mr.'  Anoerson, 

Ordered^  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be 
taken  off  respecting  sio  much  of  the  confidential 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d 
instant,  as  relate  to  the  embargo ;  and  that  the 
same  be  published. 


MoitDAT,  April  G. 


the  Senate 


AgreeaUy  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the  Whole,  th*  con- 
sideration of  the  hill  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  Laws  of  the  United  States^  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  agreed  that  the  consid- 
eratioii  thereof  be. farther  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  May  next.  *        ^ 

The  Sieaate  restuned,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  UTcarry  into 
effect  the  provisions^of  the  eighth  se<^oo  of  tba 
'^  Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land;  and  provid- 
ing for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  ol  the  United 
Slates  south  of  ibe  State  of  Tennessee;"  And,  po 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  17th  of 
March,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enaUe  the 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  %  con* 
stkutioa  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States," 4o  consider  and 
rc|M>rt  thereon. 

Mr.  RiSD,  from  tl^e  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a  corps  of  artificers,"  reported  it 
amended. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act 
to  authorize  a  detalchment  from  the, militia  of 
the  United  States  "  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  ii  wais  determined  in  the  affirmative— -yeas 
22,  nays  7,  as  toUows : 

Ybas — Messrs. '  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Catts,  Franklin, 
Gaillaid,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope^  Reed, 
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IMbwon,  Smith  of  New  Yoric,  Tail,  Tajjor,  Turner, 
YwDUBii  mni.  Wortliiiigton. 

NAT8-*Me»r«.  Condii,  German,  Giles,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Lambert,  and  Scniih  of  Maryland. 

So  it  vms  Resolved,  Tbftt  this  hill  pass  with 
uneDdments. 

TuB^AY,  April  7. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNGTON,  from  the  cpminiittee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  i' An  act  to 
aatfaorize  the  granting  of  patents  of  land  accord- 
ing to  the  sorFe^s  that  hare  been  made,  and  tQ 
prant  doiuitioa  n>hts  to  certain  claimants  o^  land 
IB  th«  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  it  without  ameodioent.  He  also  report- 
ed the  bill,  eBtitled  ^'  An  adt  giving  further  time 
to  the  pprehaaers  of  public  land  nortliwest  of  the 
rirer  €4vio  to  complete  their  payments^"  aitiended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Campbbll,  of  Tennessee, 
the  ^lieries  were  cleared,  and  the  doojrs  of  ^  the 
Senate  Chamber  closed. 

Oh  motion,  by  Mr.  Smito,  of  Maryland;  the 
iniuBCtion  of  secrecy  respecting  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  ipilitar.y  force,'  passed  Jana- 
ary  11  ih,  1812,"  was  taken  off;  and  the  doors  of 
the  Senate  ChamW  opened.  '  > 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  And£b^on,  the  bill  ^ras 
read  the  third  time.  ^^ 

Ob  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  afErina tire — yeas  13,  nays  7, 
as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Meisn.  Anderson,  Campbell,  of  Tenneasee, 
Cendif,  Cfawford,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib;  Pope,  SiBittk 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Ta^rlor,  Varnum,  and  Worthing- 

tOB. 

Nats — Meetrs.  Giles,  GUman,-  Goodrich,  tiorsey, 
Laabert,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 
So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  hilt  pass. 


WSDNESPAT,  April  8. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolo- 
tiOD  of  Che  Rouse  of  Renresentatives  disagreeing 
to  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  'QV.n  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
scrred  in  the  late  campaign  on  tbe  Wabash." 

On  (notion,  by  Mn  Pops,  that  the  Senate  re- 
cede from  the  amendments  disagreed  to,  it  wa^ 
determii&ed  in  the  negatire — yeas  ,8,  nays  14,  as 
foUows : 


Tb AS— Heasra.  Andezaon,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tenneaeee,  Gilman,  Lambert,  Pope,  Worthington. 

Nats— ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Gondii,  Crawford,  Gaillard, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,'  L\ov<^'  Reed,  Smith 
of  Mainland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and  Turner. 

Ob  n^otion,  by  Mr.  Leib.  it  was  resolved  that- 
tbe  Senate  insist  on  the  amendments  disagreed  to. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representali?es 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^'Ab  act  to  authorize  a  deuchment  from  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,"  with  amendments; 
IB  which  they  request  the  concurreabe  of  the 
Senate. 

12th  Con.  Ist  Sxss.— 7 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  td  tbe  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  au- 
thorize a  detachmefit  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States;'^  and  concurred  therein. 

The.  bill  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  was  read  a  thitd  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  5| 
as  follows }  ' 

Ybas-— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  BroBt,  Campbell 
of  T^nnesMie,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cotts,  Gaillard,  GUes, 
Gilman,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pppe^  Smith  of  Mary- 
landy  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Var- 
num, and  Worthington. 

NATs-r-^essrs.  Dana,  Goodrich,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
and 'Reed. 

.  So  it  "wtLs  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  ''An  act  to  enlarge  the 
limits  of  tbe  State  of  Louisiana." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  tbe  organization  of  a  corps  of  artificers," 
together  Witti  tlie  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amemiments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingiv. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  liill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. . 

On  motion,. by  Mn  Andeb son,  the  hill,  enti- 
tled **An  act  supplementary  to  'An  act  making 
provision  for, arming  and  equippioff  the  whole 
f>ody'  of  the  iniliti^  of  the  United  States,"  was 
maoe  the  order  of  the  day  for  to^ioorrdw. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  GaEoa,  the  bill,  entitled 
"A'U  act  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of 
public  land  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  com- 
plete their  f^yments,"  was, postponed  until  Mon- 
day next.     '    ' 


.Thursday,  April  9. 

'the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  organization  of  a  corps  qf  artificers,"  hmv- 
ing  been  reported  by  the  committee  as  correctly 
euf^oased,  the  bill  was,  then  read  a  third  time  as 
ainended ;  and,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  amended 
by^  unanimous  consent,  section  six,  line  two,  by 
striking  out  the  following  words:  ''annually,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  this  act," 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  am^Bhdments. 

The  Peesipbht  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Na- 
thaniel Q^  Ingraham  and  others,  referred  to  him 
on  the  l^th  of  February,  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as. in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  *An  act  making  pro- 
vision (ot  arming  and  equipping  the  Whol<fc  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee,  and  hafiUg  agreed  to  the  sev-^ 
eral  amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 


J 


195 


BISTORT  OP  OONGEBSS. 


196^ 


Senate. 


Returned  BiU, 


Apml,  1S12. 


time  at  am^oded?  it  was  determined  in  fhe  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Rbsd  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  shoald 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  State*  to  lease,  for  a  term  of 
years,  any  part  of  the  reservations  of  the  public 
ground  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  German  gav^  notice  that  to-monrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a.  bill  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  an  sulditional  jtd]|pe  of  the 
district  court  for  the  district  of  New^  York*      , 

Friday,  April  10. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  «ct 
supplementary  to  'An  act  making  provision  for 
arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  Siiite«,^'  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Pope,  the  blank  was  filled  with 
**  three  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Besohedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitq,  of  Maryland,  th^ 
bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town -bf  Alexan- 
dria, by  the'  name  and  style  of  th^.  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  was  made  the  or&er  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next.  » 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  con siderii lion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ap 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ex- 
change lands  with  the  XJrsuline  ^uns  of  the  city^ 
of  New  Orleans,"  together  whh  the  amendments^ 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  pbmmittee,  and 
having  agreed  tp  the  amendments,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  r^ao  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  17th  ef  March,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Mafvknd,  relating  to  the  appropria- 
tions made  by  tbe  several  acts  passed  during  tjie 
present  session,  and  the  motion  w^s  a^eed  to.  ' 

Mr.  RsEn  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lease,  tor  a  term  of  years,  any-part  of 
the  reservations  of  public  ground  In  the  City  of 
Washington ;  and  the  bill  wfts  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Anoerson  presented  the  memorial  of  Eli- 
ffias  Frontientin  and  Allan  B.  Magruder,  delegates 
from  the  Convention  of  the  Territory  of  thleans, 
soliciting  a  donation. to  the  Government  Honse, 
and  the  adjoining  lot^  and  the  memorial  was 
read  and.  referred  to  a  select  committed.  >to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Anoerson,  Gregg^  and  Pope,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  GtBBMAN  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brinpr 
in  a  brli  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  district 
of  New  York ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed. 

RETURNEI)  BILL. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  bill  which  passed 


the  two  H^nses  of  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, entitled  "An  act  proyidin^r  for  the  trial  of 
all  causes  pending  in  the  respective  district  eoorts 
of  the  United  States,  in  case  of  the  absence  or 
disability  of  the  judges  thenDoi^''  am)  presented 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his 
approbation,  has1>een  returned  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  with  th^  allowing  objec- 
tions: 

« Becsuse  the  additional  services  imposed  by  tbo 
bill  on  the  justices  of,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  to  be  performed  by  them  rather  in  the 
quaUty  of  other  judges  of  othefT  eourts,  namely,  judge* 
of  the  district  courts,  than  in  the  quality  of  justtces  or 
the  Supreme  Court .  They  are  to  hold,  the  said  district 
courts,  and  to  do  and  porfiinv  all  acts  rehtting  to  tko 
said  coarts  vrhidi  are  by  law  required  of  the  district 
judges.  The  bill,  therefore,  virtually  fappomts^  for  th»  ■ 
time,  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  .Court  to  other  di^ 
tinct  offices,  to  which,  if  compatible  with  thdr  oiigMial 
offices,  thc^  ought  to  he  appointed  by  anothsr  thaa 
the  legislative  auth^ky,  in  pursuance  of  legislative 
provisions  authoriziog  the  appointments. 

**  Because  the  appeal  allowed  by  law  froq^  the  decis- 
ion of  the  district  courts  to  the  circuit  courts,  while  it 
conroborates  the  construction  which  regi^ds  a  judge 
of  the 'one  court,  as  clothed  with  a  new  office, 'by  be- 
ing constituted  a  judge  of  the  other,  submits  for  cor- 
rection erroneous  judgments*  not  to  superior  or  other 
judges,  but  to  the  erring  individual  himself^  acting  as 
sole  judge  in  the  appellate  court.  < 

<*  Because  the  additional  services  to  be  required 
may,  by  distances  of  place,  and  by  the  casualtiee  con- 
templated by  the  I  bill,  become  disproportionate  to  the 
6ti«ngth  and  health  of  the  justioaa  Who  are  to  peifotm 
tl^^m,  thCi  additional  servksea  being,  moreover,  entitlad 
to  no  additional  compensatioB,  nor  the  additional  es- 
t)enses  incurred,  to  reimbursement.  In  this  view,  the 
bill  appears  to  be  contrary  to  equity,'  as  well  as  »  pre- 
cedent  for  modifications  and  extensiona  of  judicial  aet- 
vices,  encroaching  on  the  Constitutional  tenure  of  ju- 
dicial offices. 

**  Because,  by  referring  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stat^  questions  of  disahUUy  in  the  district  judges, 
and  of  the  unreasonableness  cf  delaying  the  suits- or 
causes  pending  in  the  district  courts,  and  leaving  it 
with  him  in  such  cases  to  require  the  justices  of  (he 
Supreme  Court  to  perform  additional  services,  the  bill 
introduces  an  unsuitable  relation  of  members  of  the 
judiciaiy  department  to  a  diacretionaiy  authority  ef 
the  Executive  department. 

•<  JAMBS  MADB90N." 

And  the  House 'of  Representatives^  where  the 
bill  originated,  htfve  taken  the  question  in  the 
Constitutional  way,  anil  havereedlved  thai  th4s 
bill  do  not  pass. 

The  House  of  Representatives  recede  fron^ 
their  disagreement'  to  tbe  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  Hie  first  section  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief 'of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,'*  in- 
sisted on  by  the  Senate. 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until 
I  Monday. 
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Monday,  April  13. 

The  bill  from  the  House. of  Representative^ 
entitled  "An  act  providiDg  for  the  goverodnept  oi 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana."  was  read,and.passed. 

The  ameitdmedts  to  th^  piU^  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  exchange 
lands  with  the  Ursoltne  Nuns  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,"  haring  bcien  reported  by  the  coeamittee 
carreetly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
at  ameoded ;  and,  on  motion,  by.Mr.  Oreog,  was 
further  amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

RtMolvedy  That  this  bill  pass  wfth  amendments. 

Mf.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  William  Patterson  and  Sons,  and  a  num- 
ber ol  others,  merchants,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore^ 
pmying  a  sospenstoa  of  the  non-importation  >aet, 
era  partial  modification  thereof,  fdr  reasons  therein 
stated  at  large ;  and  the  menorial  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeatatires 
informed  the  Sena.t^  that  the  House, have  passed 
a  joint  resolution  appointibg  a  committee  on  their 
part,  to  jc^n  such  commiuee  as  the  Senate  may 
appoint,  to  consider  and  report  what  basinet  de- 
mands the  immediate  attention  of  Congress,  and 
whether  a  recess  he  compatible  -with  the  public 
inierestj'and  the  term  of  such  rebess ;  in  which 
resolution  they  request  the  .QQocurrencp  of  the 
Senate. 

The  joiat  resolutioji  last  mentioned  wa9  read, 
and  pas^ted  to  theseeond  reading, 

Mr.  Andcrbon,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  10th  instant,  the  memorial 
of  the  delegates  from  the  Convention  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orfeaas,  reported  a  bill  granting  to  the 
GSovernor  of  the  Sute  of  Louisiana, '"for  the-  time 
beitig,  and  his  succeksors  in  office,  a  lot  of  ground, 
and  the  buildings  thereon,  in  the  c try  of  New 
Orleans,  and  the  bill  was  read)  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  th^  appointment  of  an  ad- 
ditional judge  of  the  district  cooK  of  the  district 
of  New  York,  was  read  the  second  time.    , 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States- to  lease,  for  a  term  of  ye^rs,  Any  part 
of  the  ree^aiions  pf  publie  ground  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  was  read  the  second  tinM,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  r  and'  Messrs.  Reed,  Brrnt,  and 
Oilman^  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  fr6m  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bilL  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  or  lease  the  old  city 
hall  in  the  city  of  New  York  j  in  which  Bill  they 
reqaest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  pas^d 
to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  h)[  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill,  entitled 
^*Aa  act  concerning  the  Levy  Court  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate 'resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bnnk  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  by  the  name  akid  style  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria,  together  with  the 


amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and  ha viqg  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
the  President  reported  the  bi4l  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

.  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  7  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

"The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  giving  further 
time  to  the  purchasers  of  public  land  northwest 
of  tue  river  Ohio  to  complete  their  payiHents," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  selecl  committee ;  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  qoesiion.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  68  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir^ 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An^act  making  provi- 
sion for  certain  persons  claiming  lands  under  the 
;several  acts  for  thie  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee ;  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  the  President  re|;>6rred  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the>questibn.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
timeas  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 


Tuesday^  April  14. 

Mr.  Andebson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and 
William  Streshly,  jepoTted  it  without  amend- 
ment 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolation  brought  up  y^terday  in  relation 
to  a  recess ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  providing  for  the 
govemmeui  of  the  Territory  of  Loaisiana,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon;  and IV^edsrs.  WobtbinotoNi 
Bibb,  Campbell, x>f  Tennessee,  Anoebson,  and 
GoooRicB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Qovemor  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors 
in  office,  a  lot  of  ground.and  the  buildings  thereon, 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  was  read  tn^  second 
time. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entithed  "An  act 
making  provision  for  certain  persons  claiming 
lands  under  the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the 
refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
cofnmittee  correctly  engnrossed^  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  Thai  this  bill  pass  with  amendments* 

The  bill,  entitled  "^An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
reury  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  or  lease  the 
old  city  hall  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Meitra. 
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Smith,  of  New  York,  Bradley,  and  Gregg,  were 
appointed  the  coiqmittee. 

The  Seoate'  resumed,  as  ia  Committeeof  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  concerniDg  the 
Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,''  together  with  tne  amend- 
ments reported  by  ^he  ^ect  committee;  and, 
having  agreed  thereto,  the  President  reported  tha 
bill  to  the  House  ac4:oi:dingfy.    ' 

On  Che  question,  Shall  ihid  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  aa  amended?  it  i^as determined  in  the  affitr 
■Dative. 

The  amendments  to  the  biA,  entitled  ^'An  act 

giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  -  public 
lod  northwest  of  the  river  ,Ohio  to  complete 
their  payments,*^  baring  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

Reaolvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qebman,  the  bill  author- 
icing,  the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge  of 
the  district  court  of  the  district  of  New  York 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.. Ggrbcan,  Good- 
BicH,  and  Smith,  of  New  York,  v^ere  appointed 
Che  committee. 

On  motion,  ,by  Mr.  Worthinoton,  ^he  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
3d  of  February,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement  of 
the  proceedings  under  the  act  to  regulate  the*  lay- 
ing out  and  making  a  road  fVom  Cumberland,,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  hill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
WoRTHiNGTON,  Qreog«  and  Anderson,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whoip  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Hubbell,"  reported  k  without  amend- 
ment. >  , 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  eiTtitled  *^An  act  to  authorize 
the  granting  of  patents  of  land  ac6ordi0g  to  the 
survejrs  that  have  been  made,  and  to  grant  dona- 
tion  rights  to  certain  claimants  of  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and, 
on  motion,  the  bill  wan  amended,  and  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  Hotise  accordingly. 

On  tirequestian,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  aipended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af« 
firmative. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  fdr 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  proper  by  law  to  establbh  reg- 
ulations applicable  to  cases  of  merchant  Ycssels  per- 
mitted to  be  armed  for  defence  in  voyages  which  may 
be  allowed  to  foreign  ports  or  places ;  and  therein  to 
provide  for  furnishing  letters  of  permission,  or  other 
documentary  evidence,  as  may  be  proper  in  any  such 
case  to  manifest  the  defensive  character  of  the  arma- 
ment; and,  also,  to  require  securities  for  the  vesseln 
and  their  commanders,  respectively,  that  thcnr  shall  not 
piooeed  to  any  port  known  to  be  actoaHy  blockaded, 
nor  cany  onatrabaad  articks  to  the  '''^w^nf  of  any 


Power  engaged  in  war  against  such  as  may  be  at  peace 
with  the  United  States,  nor  violate  the  laws  or  treaties 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  rules  of  public  law  by  the 
United  States  acknowledged,  but  will  observe  the  in- 
structions  which  may  be  ^ven  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  preventing  any  Such  violation,  and 
that  satis&ction  Ishall  be  made  for  all  damages  and  in- 
juries, if  any  should  be  committed  in  contraventipn 
thereof:  provided,  that  vessels  bound  for  places  beyond 
the  sonthem  Cspe  of  Afiica  or  America  shall  net  be 
prevented  fi«>m  going  a^ed,  ashas  been  usual  in  sudi 


Wkdnb0dat,  April  15. 
'  The  bilPto  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  fown  of 
Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me^ 
chanics'  Bank  of  Alei^ndria,  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was 
re|id  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  grantiog^  of  patents  of  land  ac- 
cording to  tho  surveys  that  have  been  made,  and 
to  grant  donation  .rights  ta  certain  claimanu  of 
land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," havbg  been  reported  by  the  commrttee 
correctly  engrossed^  the  bill  was  riead  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 
.  The  amendments  to  the  bill,  ejititled  "An  act 
concerning  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  commiuee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill, was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed  with  am^ndmentf^. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  Alexander 
Henry,,  and  a  number  of  others,  merchanta,  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  suspension  of 
the  i^on-Lmportationact,,or  a  modification  thereof, 
for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  ^ve  members,  to  consider  knd  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Lbib, 
B;bp.  CAMPBCti4,  of  Tennessee^  Lt.OTD,and  Tay- 
lor, w^re  a|)pointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
memorial  of  William  Patterson,  and  others,  oo 
the  sao(ke  subject^  presented  the  13th  insUBt,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  and  WilHam  Streshly;  and,  oo  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  determined  in  thelaffirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Qommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hubbell  ;V  and  it 
wa»  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  granting  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  his 
successors  in  office,  a  lot  of  ground,  and  the  build- 
ings thereon^  in  the  city  of  New  Odeans;  and, 
on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenutives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
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ameDdments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bi]!,  entitled 
*^An  act  for  the  orzaoization  of  a  corps  of  artifi- 
cers,'' with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The^  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascehainin^  the  titles 
and  claims  Tto  lands  in  that  part  ^f  Louisiana 
wbieh  Ues  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  island 
of  New  Orleans;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
coDcurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to^  their 
amendments  to  the  bill^  eatiiled/'An  act  for  the 
or^Dizatron  t)f  a*  corps  of  artificers ;"  and  con- 
curred fherein. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
readj  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  (unisideratiovi  of  the 
motioi^  made  yesterday  by  Mr.,  Dana,  and  it  was 
agreed  to ;  and,  on  his  motion,  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  inem^rs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ;*  and 
Messrs.  Dana,  Smitb,  of  Marylaifd,  Taylor, 
Homteh,  and  Lloyd,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee.     *         ' 

The  President  eonraiunicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary,  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
'made  in  conformity  #ith  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  (be  10th  instant,  relating  to  the  appro- 


The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Aaron  Oreely,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent;. and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Gr£og,  Worth ington,  and  Yarnum,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  his  succes- 
sors in  office,  a  lot  of  ground,  and  the  buildinga 
thereon,  in  the  city  of  Netv  Orleans,  having  beea 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  ^ogrossed^ 
was  read  a  tl\ird  time,  and  passed. 


priations  made  by  the  several  acts  passed  dujinff 
the  present  session;  and  the  report  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

THDRfiTDAY,  April  16.  . 

Mr.  Andbrson^  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Reuben  Saunders  and  his  securities; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  iii  that  part  of  Louis- 
iana which  lies  east  of  the.  river  Mississippi  and 
j.^land  of  New  Orleans,^  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  corproitlee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Qregq, 
Tait,  and  Worthinqton,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  refief  of  William  Hub- 
belL"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  pf  Thomas  and  William 
Stresbly,  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  eiHitled  "An  act  further  to  amend  the 
charter  of  the  City  of  )Vashington  f  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  eontiniie  in  force,  for  a  Umited 
time,  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  continuing,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  €k>v- 
eminent  therein  mentioned  f  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Ghreely ;"  ia  which 
bilU  they  request  the  cancfnrrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bilb  last  brought  up  fot  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed. 


Frtoay,  April  17. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  removed  respectiiig  the  proceedings 
on  tie  "Act  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  specie, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a  limited 
time." 

17^  proceeding  are  a9  follow :] 

TnuRgDAY,  April  9, 1812. 

The  following  confidential  message  was  rt- 
cetved  from  the  Holise  of  Representatives,  by 
their  committee,.  Mr.  Smilib  and  Mr.  Plbas^ 
ANT8 ;  Mr.  SMiifiB  chairman : 

Mr.  Premdent :  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  acC  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  specie,  g[Oods,  wares,  and  mer« 
ohandise,  for  a  limited  time  ;^'  in  whien  bill  they 
ask  the  concarr^ce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  -and,  on  niotion,  by  Mr. 
Gampbill',  of  Tennessee,-  that  thd  b«U  be  now 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  It 
was  objected  to  as  against  the  rule. 

Orderedf  That  the  bill  pasato  a  second  reading. 

Friday,  April  JO. 

Tiie  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ^^An.  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
specie,. goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a  liih- 
ited  time,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  conisider  and  report  there- 
on; and  Messrs.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Brad- 
ley, and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  IVom  the  com- 
mittee, reported  the  bill  last  mentioned  with  an 
amendment.  Whereupon,  the  bill  was  resumed, 
and,  considered  as  in  Coibnaittee  of  the  Whole, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee;  and  having  agreed  to  the 
amendment,  the  Pre^dent  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goodrich,  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow, and  that  it  be  printed  under  an  iojune*- 
tioo  of  secrecy^  for  the  use  of  the  Sentite.  it  was 
determined  in  the  nefi^tive. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  pass  to  the  third 
reading  as  amended  ?  it  was  ^determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

YsA*— Messrs.  ADderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Gaillard,  Gregg,  How- 
ell,  Leib,  Pom,  Smith  of  New  Yori[,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Tamer,  %nd  Vamum. 
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Nats — Messrtf.  Bradley,  Dana*  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
nan,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,' 
^fteed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland^ 

Mom>AT^  April  13. 

On  inolioD,4)y  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
the  galleries  were  cleared,  ajsd  tne.  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  closed. 

The  amendmeDt  to  the  confidential  bill,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  to  prohibit  the  exporta^iop  of  specie, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a  limited 
time,"  -having  been  reported  by  the'  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time.  v. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  B&a^ley,  to  recommit  the 
bill,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  second  sec- 
tion, it  w^s  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11,^ 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bradley,  Dana,  Giles,  Gilman,  Good- 
dch.  Horsey,  Hnnter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland, 

Nats— ^Messrs.  Andersim,  Bibb,  Bren^  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Grawibrd,  Cntta/GaillArd,  Gregg, 
iiowell  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner^  and  Yamnm* 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affrmatire — yeas  17, 
nays  11,  as  follows: 

YsAs— Messrs. .  Anderson',  Bi^b,  Brent,  Campbell 
4>fTenne8see,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cntts,  GiSllard,  6regg> 
Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Ti^lor,  Tomer,  and  YArnnm* 

NATs^-MessKS.  Bradley,  Dana,  Giles,  Gilman^  Good- 
rich, Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,rad  Smith 
of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  resolTed  that  thi$  bill  pass  witb  an 
amendment 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Vabnum,  and  Ander- 
BOM  be  a  committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  request  their  con- 
currence in  tne,amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
bv  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Piper  ;  Mr.  Calhoun 
chairman:  ^ 

Mr.  PresiderU:  The  House  of  Representatives 
concur  in  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a  limited  tiine.'? 

ToflSDAT,  Afnl  14. 

Mr.  Varnuu,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  examined  and  found  duly  enrolled  the 
bill,  entitled  *^An  apt  to  prohibit  the  e^portatipn 
of  specie,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a 
Uqiited  time." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  their  committee  for  enrolled  biib;  Mr.  Craw- 
ford chairman : 

Mr.  President:  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  having  signed^  an  enrolled  bill, 
(the  committee  are  directed  to  l)ribff  it  to  the  Sen* 
«te  for  the  signature  of  thetr  Presiaent. 

The  PRfi8I^ENT  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last  re- 
ported to  have  been  examined,  and  it  was  deliv- 


ered to  the  committee  to  be  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  VARNUM.from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  laid  the  enrolled  bill,  last  mentioned, 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

[Endof  confidmHal  proctedingMJi 

Mr.  GREGo;from  the  committee  to  whom  Was 
yesterday  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Aaron  Greely,"  reported  it  without 
amendment.  " . 

Ord&redj  That.it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr..  German,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  on  the  14th  instant,  tiie  biH  author- 
izing the  appofntment  of  an  additional  Ji^dae  of 
the  di>triet  court  of  the  district  of  New  x  ork,  re- 
ported it  amended.^ 

Mr.  Oreoo,  from  the  coiDmittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  continue  ia 
force  ^An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
i^  amended.  ,  ' 

He  also  reported,  from  the  ^ominiitee  to  whom 
the  subje<it  was  referred,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  ascertainii^  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands 
invthat  pa^t  of  Louisiafia  wliioh.  lies  ea^t  ofihe 
river  Mississippi  and  island  of  N^w  Orleans," 
wilbout'amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  -An  act  further  to  amend  the 
charter  of  the  City  of  Washington."  was  re^d  the 
second  time,  aiMi  referred  to  a  Select  committee, 
to  bonsider  and  report  thereon, and. Messrs.  Brent, 
Dana,  and  Humter,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  for  the  reliief  of  Reuben  Saunders  and 
his  securities,  wa<$  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  fronk  the  committee 
(0  whom  was-  referred  ^be  bi^^  entitled  '^An  act 
to  authorize  the  Secretar^^  of  the  Treasury  to 
purchase  or  lea^e  the  old  city  hall^  in  the  city  of 
Pjew  York,"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Worthinqton.  from, the  committee  to 
whom  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  3d  March,  respecting  the  proceedings 
under  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  mal- 
fng  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition tb  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and 
making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  parsed  to  the  second  reading,      t 

The  bill,  entitled  "Aii  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  'Air  act  con- 
tiuuiog,  for  a' limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  of- 
ficers of  Gorernment,  therein  mentioned,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

MISSISSIPPI  TJBRRITOKY. 
Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  was  re- 
ferr^,  on  th9  17tb  of  March,  tb^  l]|illy  entitled 
"An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  to.  form  a  oonstitutlon  and  State  gov- 
ernment, ^nd  for  the  admifsioa  of  suoh  State.into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  th^  original 
Stages  ;^  and  on  the  6th  iosuot,  thre  bill  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  iof 
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the  set  regnlatiag  the  mAts  of  Jandvand  provid- 
ing  for  the  ditposai  of  the  landa  of  the  United 
Suites  eouth  of  the  Stale  of  Teoneasee,  reported 
that  the  said  bills  be'  sererally  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  report  is  as  Ibllpifs :  .^  -- 

That  in  considering  the  subject  referred  to' them, 
ihey  conld  n6t  a^oid  being  struck  with  the  immense 
size  of  the  Territory  proposed  to  he  erected  intb  a  State, 
%  mat  disprpportionate  to  the  sise  of  any  of  the  largest 
States  which  now  compose  our  oonledsralion. 

It  embraces,  in  its. present  form,  and  without  any 
oxteaston,  to  the  Golf  of  Mcxico,.<as  is  proposed  in  the 
liiU  referrod  to  us,)  nearly  dx  Mui  a  half  degrees  of  geo* 
graphical  kmlitnde,  and  four  entire  degrees  of  latitude, 
itA  afisrds  an  srea  of  1;wice  the  sur&ce  of  the  State  of 
Penni^Wania. 

Tour  committee  arp  strongly  impressed  with  the 
proprie^  and  enediency  of  ditiding  the  said  Territory, 
so  as  to'  form  of  the  same  two  States,  whenever  the 
population,  within  the  Jimits  of 'each  section,  ahalt  ren- 
der it  just  and  proper;  and  they  respectfully  subnfit  to 
tbe^  Senate  the  Mowing  divisional  line,  between  the 
western  and  easterh  sections^of  the  ^id  TeiYitory,Tizl 
up  the  Mobile  ri^er,  to  ihe  point  neareA  its  sotirce, 
Wnich  ftfls  on  tho  elererith  degree  of.  west  longHtMle 
from  the  City  of  Washington;  thence  a  course  dne 
iier^  until  tiie  line  intcrsecU  theisrateifsef  Bear  creelL ; 
thsBoe  down  the  said 'creek  to  its  confiuenee  jrtlh'the 
TenneMee  nver;  thence  iosm  ^e  said  river  te  th^ 
iMtrtkem  boundary  line  of  the  said  Territory. '  By  a 
liew  of  the  map  of  Uusconiiti^  it  wdl  apjpfar  that  the 
'•bote  divisional  line  will  divide  the  Ter^ntory  into  nearjy 
two  equal -parts,  and  it  has,  for  ^  most  part,  a  di^linea- 
tion  by  nature. 

By  the  Sthsection  of  the  1st  article  of  the  treaty  of 
cesMon  from,  the  State  of  Georgia  the  United  States 
are  bound  to  erect  the  said  Territory  into  one  State. 
It  has,  however,  beep  suggested  that  the  State  of  Geor* 
gia  would  not,  upop  s  proper  reinresentation,  withhold 
her  consent  to  the  proposed  division. 

To  the  end,  therefore,  that  an  opporttmity  may  be 
aflbrded  to  the  Sute  of  Georgia  to  express  thi»  consent, 
>y  a  legislative  act  of  the  laid  State,  as  Diey  shall  tl^nk 
proper,  your  committee  recommend  that  tl|e  said  bill 
shall  be  pCftponed  to  the  ilrst  Monday  in  Becember 
■exL 

The  committee  Ibnher  recenmead  that  the  biU  <'to 
eany  into  eieot the  prevuionsof  the  eighth  section  of 
tho  act  regolating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for 
the  dispasal  of  the  landb  of  the  United  States  south  of 
tiie  State  of  Tennessee,**  whioh  was  also  referred  to 
.said  committee^  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  In 
DecoBsber  next.         •   > 

''     MoH])Ar,,April30.  . 

A  M eaoage  from  the  House  of  Repraaentntires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Home  hnve  passed 
41  bUl,  entitled  ^Aii  Mt  to  alter,  and  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads  ;**  also^  a  bill,  entitled  ^Aa  act 
jAthoriEinit  the  departure  of  ships  and  Vessels 
from  tl^e  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Untied  Slates, 
ia^eerlaio  eases;"  in  which  biHa  ihey  request  the 
•coaeurrence  of  fke  Se^te. 

DBATH  Of  the  nCB  PRESIDENT, 

The  Pbbsiobnt  addre^d  the  Senate  as  fol-^ 
iows: 


'<  Gss^TLuun :  Upon  me  dev^hrss  the  painiol  duty 
of  anoundng  to  the  senate  the  death  of  our  Tenerable 
fellow-citizen,  Gaoaei  Cuvtov,  Vice  President  ot 
^e  United  States.. 

"  By  this  afflictive  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence 
the  Senate  is  deprived  of  a  President  rendered  dear  to 
each  of  its  members  l>y  the  dignity  and  impartiality-with 
which  he  has  so  long  presided  over  their  deliberations ; 
and  the  nation  bereaved  of  one  of  the  brightest  lumi- 
naries of  its  glorious  Revoliitibn.^' 

The  Senate  being  informed  of  the  decease  of 
their  dr^tioflraisbed  feHow-citize^p,  Gjiobge  Clin- 
TOift^Vice  Pr.esident  of  the  United  States,  do 
'  JReee/re, '  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  joint- 
ly, with  such  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  ^f  Representatives,  to  consider  and  re- 
port measures  proper  to  manifest  the  public  re- 
spect for  (he  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  expres- 
sive of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  loss  of  a  citizen  so  highly  re- 
spected and  revered. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Gebmai;!,  Gilman,  and 
Bbadlbt,  be  the  committee.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  carry  this  reso* 
hition  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

A  mesjsage  from  the  House  of  Represeptatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  poocur  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  ''  to  consider  and  report  measures 
proper  to  manifest  the  public  resoect  for  the 
memory  of  the  Vice  President^  or  the  United 
States,^  deceased,  ^and  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  part. 

TuBdDAT,  April  21.  , 
On  iriqtioD  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  New^  York, 
Retolwedwtanimloualyj  That^  frouian  nnfeifned 
respect  to  ihe  bte  Gbobob  CLivroif,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stages,  and  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Chair  of  the  President  of  the  S^ate 
be  shrouded  with  Uadk  dnriM  the  present  session ; 
and,  a^  a  further  testimony  ofrespect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased^  the  members  of  ihe  Seoate 
will  go  into  moiiroing  and  wear  a  blaek  crape 
round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

WBDitBSDAT,  April  82. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  "Act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  opentnga  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State,  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Peter  Hofimao.  junior,  and  others,  mer* 
chants^  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  stating  that  their 
ship  WiUiaim  on  the  last  day  of  March, last,  re- 
ceived a  clearance  for  a  voyage  to  Cadiz,  and  on 
the  day  following  sailed  irom  the  port  of  Balti- 
more, previous  to  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  recommending  an  embargo; 
that  the  vessel  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and, 
while  on  the  high  seas,  was  met  by  a  revenue  cut- 
ter, and  brought  back  to  the  port  of  Baltimore ; 
and  praying  permission  for  the  said  vessel  to  de- 
part and  pursue  her  contemplated  voyage ;  and 
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the  memorial  was  read,  aod  referred  to  a  relect 
committee,  to  conaider  and  report  thereon  by  hiJl 
or  otherwise-;  and  Messrs.  Smitb,  of  Maryland, 
Bibb,  and  CAMPBELL,of  Tennessee,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee,  ' 

The  tv^o  hi)t%  brought  up  on  the  20th  inst.  for 
concurrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading,  ( 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into:  the  Union  'on  an*  equal  footing; 
with  the  original  States;  also,  the  hill  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of -the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  provid- 
ing lor  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  ;  and,  in 
conformity  thereto,  -  ^  . 

Resolved^  That  the  first-mentioned  bill  be  {K>8t- 
poned  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next.  , 

Retolvedf  also.  That  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  reg- 
ulating the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  roe  United  States  south' 
of  the  State  of  T-ennessee,^  be  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  December  iext. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  continue  in  force  *An  act  to  provide  for 
persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  Revolutionary  /war,  aod^/or  other 
purposes,"  together  with  the  amendments  report-' 
ed  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Pre^id^nt  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accbrdingly.  ^         \    , 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. ^  . 

The  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Aaron  Oreely^"  was  read  a  third  tirae^  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  rettimed  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  brought  up  IVom  the  House  of 
Ilepresentatives,  on  the  eubjeet  of  a  recess* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wobthinoton,  to  strike 
oi>t  a  "pwt  of  the  resolution  for  the  purpose  of 
amendment,  a  division  Was  called  for;  and,  on 
the  question  to  strike  out^  the  votes  being  equal, 
the  rresident  determined  it  in  the  negative. 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  joitrt 
resolution. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Braolct,  Rcfso,  Wor- 
TBmoTON,  GoooRicH,  Bod  Lloto,  be  the  com'- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Lloyo  presented  the  petition  of  Ezra  Wes- 
ton and  Son,  of  Duzbury,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  indemnification  for  a  vessel  and 
cargo,  fitted  out  in  reliance  on  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  2d  No- 
vember, 1810, 4hat  the  decrees  of  France,  violat- 
ing neutral  commerce,  were  revoked,  and  which 
vessel  and  cargo  were  captured  on  the  23d  Janu- 
ary last,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  voyage  from 
Boston  to  Oporto,  in  Portugal,  by  two  French 


frigates,  and  burnt  by  the  orderaof  their  com- 
mandio^  ofli(^r ;  which  frigates,  they  were  in- 
formed  by  one  of  the  officers,  were  fiued  out  for 
Jthe  express  purpose  of  destroying  ail  American 
vessels  bound  to  any  part  of  Spain  or  Portugal  in 
.the>possession  of  the  enemies  of  France  ;  and  the 

f petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 
or  the  Department  of  State,  to  consider  and  re- 
port  thereon.  j      - 

The  Senate  resumed,  % s  ip  Committee  ^f  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands 
in  that  part  of  Louisiaija  which  lies  east  of  the 
river  Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans  ;* 
and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Semite  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
ihe  appointment  of  an  additional  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  distfiet  of  New  York,  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  coinmittee;  and,  having-  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  President'reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly* 

Od  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed^ 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  dete^-^ 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 
^  The  Senate  resumed,  af  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Saunders 
and]  his  securities  \.  an4,  on  the  qo^tion.  Shall 
this  bHl  be  'engross^,  and  read  a  third  lime  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Adnata  resumed,  as  in  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an 
act,  entitled  ^Ao  ac^  contbbing,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Government 
therein  mentioned  ;"  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
a  third-reading. 

Mr.  GERMAT<r  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Selden  and  others,  citizens  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  id 
the  poru  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  for  a 
limited  time,"  passed  the  4th  of  April,  1812,  or  a 
modification  thereof,  for  reasons  seated  at  large  in 
the  memorial ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Gbrman  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Conklin  and  Pierson,  and  others,  merchants,  of 
the  city  of  New' York^  praying  a  suspension  •  of 
the  non-importation  act,t)r  %  modification  ihereof, 
for'reasons stated  at  large  in  the  memorial;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  comratMeeco  whom 
Was  referred,  on  the  15th  instant;  the  memorial 
of  Alexander  Henry -and  others,  merchants,  of 
Philadelphia,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  CuTTS  preheated  the  memorial  of  John 
Qoddard,  aod  others,  citiaeas  of  Portsmouth,  in 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire  aod  its  viciaiiy, 
praying  ^  repeal  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  goods,  ware%  and 
merchandise,  from  Great  Britain,"  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned^  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  Dana,  from, the  committee  appointed  oa 
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tbe  tobj^t  reported  ib  ptr^  a  bill  eoneernio^ 
Rkerchmat  res^els  armecl  for  defence,  and  the  bill 
w»ff  read,  aad  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  fonowing  Message  was  received  A'om  the 
PBSBiDBnT.or THE  UNfTflD  States: 
7b  tke  Senate  and  Howe  of 

Rqfnaent&Uveg  of  the  United  States : 

AaiODgtbe  incidentt  to  the  unexampled  increase 
and  expeadiog  hitereata  of  the  American  4^|ion,  under 


Ibetariag  influenoe  of  free  conatittttions  and  ju»t.  lands,  reported  a  bill  to  aothprixe  the  Secretary^ 


lawa»hae  heen  a  ^r^espondiiig  jtccumulation  of  daties 
IB  the  ae^eral  departments  of  the  Government;  and 
thia  ba^  been  necesaariljthe  greaUr  in  oonteqnance 
of  the  pfccnliar  state  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  the 
connexion  of  these  with  our  internal  Administration. 

The  extepsiTe  and  mnltiplied  j^re^rations  into 
whk^  the  United  States  areatletigth  driven  for  main- 
taining their  violated  rights,  have  caused  this  aug- 
aMBtatioa  of  business  to  press  on  the  Department  of 
War  particularly,  with  a  weight  diM>roportionate  to 
the  powers  of  anj  single  officer,  with  no'  other  aids 
^an  aia  authorized  by  existing  laws.  With  a  view 
to  a  more  adequate  arrah^ement  fbr  the  essential  ob- 
jecta  of  that  department,  I  recommend  to  the  early 
consideration  of  Congress  a  provision  for  two  subor- 
dinate appointments  therein,  with  such  compensation 
annexed  as  may  be  reasonably  expected  by  citizena  duly 
qualified  lor  the  important  ftinctions  which  may  be 
proper! J  asmgned  to  them.  n 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Arnn.  sa,  I8ll  " 


•  TBDRspgLT,  April  23* 

The  ameDdiDtnls  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  Aa  aet 
to  continoe  in  force  'An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
aooa  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounda  re- 
eeiTed  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  nod  foit  other 
parpoaes,"  having  b^en  reported-  by  the  epramit- 
tee  eonreetljr  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  thi;rd 
tinie  aa  amended,  and  passed  vi^rth  amendments* 

The  bill  apthorizing'the  appoiatmeaiof  an  ad- 
ditional judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  district 
of  New  York,  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reaben  Saunders  and 
bis  seetirities,  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee eorreetly  engroased,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An^  .actio  altet  and  estab- 
lish certain  post  roads,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con* 
sist  of  five  members,  to  Consider  and  report  there- 
on; nod  Messrs.  TuaitsR,  WofiTBiMOToif,  Obegq, 
Coif  DiT,  and  Leib,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Bdr.  DANA^from  the  commiuee  appointed  on 
the  snbjecL  turtber  reported  a  bill  respecting  as-. 
sociationaTor  maritime  security,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  Und  passed  to  the  seeond  reading. 

Tke  bil^  entitled  '^  An  act  authorizing  the  de- 

Crtore  of  ships  and  vessels  from  the  ports  and 
rbors  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases," 
was  read  the  second  time.  ' 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
ibr  a  limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  '  An  aet  con* 
tinning,  for  a  limited  tin>e,  the  salaries  of  the  offi* 


cers  of  Oovernment   therein  fnentioaed," 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ah  act  for  ascertaining  the 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louisiana 
which  Hes  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  island 
of  New  Orleans,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  On  the  -subjei^t  of  Tennessee 


o]r  the  Treasury  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles 
on- certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands  therein 
described  y  which  was  read,  ^n^  passed  to  the 
second  reading.       ' 

The  Sfofite  riesQihed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  foad.from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ghio. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time 7  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pr60ident  of  the  United  States  : 
1*0  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  denote  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  complying  With  their  resolution  of  the  4th  of 
Jtfarch  last.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Afbil  23,  1818. 

The  Message  and  r^rt  therein  referrred  to 
were  read,  .    .        ^ 

Frii>at,  April  24* 
.  The  bill  in  addiiioo  to  the  act  to  regulate  the 
laying  ont  and  making  a  road  from  Cuqiberland, 
hi  the  State  of  Ohio,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion^by  Mr.  Wobtbikoton,  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  of  the  22d 
instant,  recommending  provision  for  two  subor- 
dinate appointments  In  the  War  Department, 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Wortbington  and 
QiLES,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

The  bill  to  aalhorlze  the  SecreUrv  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain 
entries  find  lobations  of  land  therein  described, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  respecting  associations  for  maritime 
security,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  reported,  from  the 
committee  to  yrhom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Peter  Hoffnotan,  and  others,  owners  of  the  ship 
Williams 

That  the.  petitioners  state  that  the  said  ship  waa 
laden  with  flour,  between  the  18th  and  27th  of  March, 
cleared  out  on  the  Slbt,  and  actually  sailed  on  the  1st 
of  April,  on  her  intended  voyage  to  Gadia ;  that  they 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  laying  an  em- 
baigo,  either  while  loading  or  at  the  time  of  the  sailing 
of  said  ship ;  that,  from  contrary  winds  and  weather, 
she  was  detained  In  the  Chesapeake  until  the  10th  of 
Apnl,  when,  at  tfie  distance  of  four  leagues  from  Cape 
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Henry,  she  was  detained  by  the  revenue  cutter  Jeffer- 
son, and  ordered  back  to  oaltimore,  where  she.  now 
lies ;  all  which :  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
committee* 

The  committee,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
case  is  not  such  as  ought  to  induce  the  Senate  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  petition.;  they  therefore  recommend 
that  the  petitioners  have  teave  to  withdraw  their  me- 
morial. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the' 
Whole,  the  coDsideratioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  authorizing  the  departure  of  shids  and  vessels 
from  the  ports'and  harbors  o(  the  United  States 
iu  certain  c^ses;"  aqd  it  was.ordered  tatbe  third 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  billj  entitjed  ^'Aii  act  for  the  establishment  of 
a  General  Land  Office  in  the  Department  of 'the 
Treasury,"  with  amendments,  in  which''  they  tfe- 
quest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The  House 
of  Representatives  ihave  passed  *  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  N.  Stqut ;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ainend- 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  b»U, 
entitled  **An  act  for  the  establishi^ent  of  a  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  in  the  Departmeut  of  the  Treas- 
sury ;"  aijd  concurrecl  therein. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
rea(L  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bbadlet,  fronorthe  joint  tomraittee  of  the 
two  Houses  appoiuted  qn  the  sohject  oi  a  re eess, 
reported  the  business  that  demands  the  immediate 
attention  of  Congress,  and  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  hy  the  Senate  ^and  House  of  RepreunUh 
Hveeofthe  ifnUed  SMee  of  Anieriea  in  Cangreee  ae- 
^embUdy  That,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
the  President  of  the  Semite  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall,  on  the  29th  day  of  April  in- 
stant, adjourii  their  respective  Houses  to  Monday,  the 
18th  dav  of  May  next,  then  to  meet  at  the  sam^  place 
in  which  the  two  Houses  are  now  sitting. 

On  motion,  by  Mr«  Bradley,  the  resolution 
was  twice  read  by  unanimQUs  consent ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Pope,,  iimended,  by  striking  out 
the  words  ^^  eightec^nth  dav  of  May  n^xt."  * 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 

Srossed,  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  it  was 
etermined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  13, 
as  follows; 

YiAS— Meisfs.  Bradley,  Cendit»  Crawlbed,  Qana, 
OeraiMi,  Gihnan,  Ooodndi,  Grsgg,  tiorsey.  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd|  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,'Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  <^ 
Tennessee,  Cutts,  G^llard,  Giles,  Howell,  Robinson, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tait,,  Taylor,  and  Yarnum. 

Mr.  Bradlet  presented  the  petition  of  Simeon 
Slnight,  district  paymaster,  praying  to  be  allowed 
one  per  centum  on  all  naooeys  diwursed  by  him 
and  passed  to  his  credit  on  the  settlement  of  his 
Meooots  by  the  Accountaiu  of  the  Dep«rtia«nt 


of  Wa^r,  for  reasons sl^ed  at  large  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  r^erred  to  thf  Paymaster 
General  of  this  Army,  to  consider  and  report 
thereop. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the -commttlee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  i|ct  fiirtber  toantend 
the  eiiarter  of  thd  City  of  Washington^"  reported 
it  with  amendH>ent$.  which  weraconsiderea  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  and  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly;    ^. 

On  thequestiour  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amende4?  it  wfts  determined '  iu  the  af- 
firmative. 


SaturdaT)  April  25, 

The  amehdments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
further  to  amend  the  charier  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
fngton;"_having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended,  and  was  further  amended  by  unani- 
mous consent^ 

Resolved^ '  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Leib  prcisented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Skelly,  of  the  city  df  Philadelphia,  merchant, 
stating  that  he  was  the  owner  of  tt^e  l>rigaiitine 
called  the  Meteor,  and  that  the  said  brigantiue 
was  captured  by  a  British  armed  veBsel,  wbUt  on 
her  return  to  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
July,  1811/nnd  illei|;ally  condemned  in  the  Brit<- 
ish  High  Court  of  Adcz^tralty,  and 'praying  relief, 
for  reasons  auted  at  large  in  the  petitiaa ;  which 
was  rei^d. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  sulsgect^  reported  abili  aapple- 
meinary  to  the  net,  entitled  ^'An  %tx  to  estamiah 
an  Exeeutire  I>epartjraent,  to  be  deiUNiiiiif  ted  ibe 
Department  of  WarV  and  the  bill  was  read,aad 
passed  to, the  secoad  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  ihe 
petition  of  Nathaniel  O.  lograkam  and  otben,  to* 
ffetber  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  for  4be 
Department  of  Treasury  thereon,  wias  referred  to 
a  select  commkteie,  tb-consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.- Smith  of  New 
York,  Anosrson,  aad  Grboq,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  adt  antbori^ing  thede- 
par  lure  of  ships  and  vesseb  from  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United,  Btatcfs,  in  certain  cases," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
•  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
N.  dtoat,"  was  read  the  seeoad  time. 

RECBSS,  or  CONGRESS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  for  a  recess  of  Congress  from  the  29t)i 
inst.  to  the  r—  day  of  — —  next.  ^ 

Mr.  Pops-  moved  to  fill  the  hlank  witii  the  4th 
Monday  in  June.  The  most  distant  day  would 
probably  accommodate  the  greatest  number  of 
members ;  and  this  day  would  be  sufficiently  early 
to  take  measures  necessary  on  the  expiration  of 
theapabargoo 
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Mr.  Bbadlvy  i&ovfd  fbe.  secood  Monday,  the 
eighth  day  of  Jane.  This^.  would  affurd  a  little 
more  ibao  five  weeks,. which,  be  thought,  would 
be  loRfr  eaough.    . 

Mr,  IjBik  proposed  to  fill  the  bbiok  with  Mon- 
day the  ISth  day  of  ]\lay,  which  would  afibrd  a 
recess  of  about  twenty  days.  r- 

Tbe  question  having  been  put  on  Mr.  Bra^: 
lbt's  motion  for  the  8th  June,  ' 

Mr.  Anderson,  said  he,  had  supposed  the  day 
fixed  upon  by  the  committee,  tiz:  the  ISth  May, 
would  hare  been  the  dayl  He  did  not  himself 
feel  (he  necessity  of  any  iadjournment;  but,  if  it 
must  take  place,'it  ought  either  to  be  for  a  short 
time,  or  for  so  long  a  time  as  equally  to  accomi- 
modate  all;  if  rt  were  to  be  for'  a  short  time,  it 
woald^be  merely  for  relaxation  ;  if  for  a  longer 
time,  as  was  now  proposed,  he  feared  it  'would  be 
considered  as  indicative  of  an  intention  to  pause 
in  the  coarse  of  measorea  they  *had  commenced, 
aii^d  produce  an  impression  abroad,  among  the 
people,  whreh  was  much  to  be  deprecated.  . 

Mr.  Pope  said  he  was  in  favor  of>s'u(^h  a  time 
being  fixed  on  as  should  accommodate  the  great- 
est number  of  the  members.  As  to  the  efl^ct  of 
an  adjournment  on  the  public  mind,  lie  Imagined 
that  the  dlfierence  befween  a  recess,  of  twenty  or 
thirty  dnys  would  be  very  uaimportafnt. 

Mr.  O.  W..  Campbell  said  it  seemed  to^bim 
something  like  bribing  the  members  to  obtain 
votes,  to  talk  about^  lengthening  the  time  so  as  to 
accommodate  the  greatest  number  of  members. 
Qe  could  not  conceive  it  cqnsi^tant  with  the 
koDOf  of  the  country  that  they  should  decide' the 
qoettion  pf .  adjoornmant  on  tt^  mere  ground  of, 
personal  convenience;  he  eooaidered  the  only 
qnetiion  to  be,  whether  a  recess  woold  have  a 
goad  or  bad  effect  on  the  public  service.  He  had 
on  a  fbmer  occasion  stated  hia  objection  to  this 
step,  ,ibat  it  would  produce  an-iU  effect  on  tl|e 
public  niind.  MafiyniisrepresentatioDs  have  been 
already  made  to  indiice  th^  public  to  betlevd  you 
are  not 'in  earnest.  An  adjpumment'for  any 
length  of  time  woald  seem  like  deeertinir  our 
ptetss,  and  will  put  the  seal  on  this  belief.  Under 
this  view,  he  must  vote  against  the  ^djoomment, 
hot  the  longer  was  the  recess,  the  worse  would  be 
the  effect  on  the  public  miad.  He  should,  there- 
fore,  vote  for  the  shortest' dny. 

Mr.  BptAOLEY  said,  he  6ould  not  see  that  the 
proposed  recess  would  be  deserting  their  posts  at 
all.  The  nation  knew  that  the  (Government  eould 
not  go  to  war  without  soldiers  ;  and  sitting  here 
woald  certainly  not  restore  peace.,  Congress  had 
adopted  many  war  measures,  the  execution  of 
which  they  had  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive; they  had  also  authorized  a  loan  of  eleven 
millions.  And  while  these  measures  Were  going 
on.  could  Congress,  by  staying  here  constanily, 
adtl  to  the  number  of  men.  or  expedite  the  loan  i 
iran  enemy  were  to  invade  us,  without  any  Qov- 
emment  at  all,  they  would  be  promptly  rq^sisted. 
But,  if  we  are  going  to  war  to  redress  grievances, 
to  revenge  injuries  received,  we  should  choose 
our  own  time.     If  we  begin  wftr .  before  we 


have  an  army^  it  is  bringing  the  nation  to 
the  last :  state  of  degradation,  not  to  consider 
at  all  the  sufierings  and  losses  which  would 
be  in  such  cases  sustained.  It  would  be  a  great 
error  to  attempt  to  put  this  country,  by  a  forc^ 
vote  of  Congress,  into  war.  You  cannot  lead 
this  .country  to  war  as  the  biatqher  leads  his 
flocif  to  the  slagghter-house.  This  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  opinion;  the  public  sentiment  will  not 
be  driven,  but  mUst  be  followed.  Congress  have 
certainly  done  as  much  for  jhe  present  as  they 
can.  I  wish  to  see  the  effect  of  the  measures  they 
have  taken.  The  Executive  is  clothed  with  all 
the  i^ecessary  powers  to  inake  preparation  for 
war^  and  if  the  natron  will  not  abiae  by  us  and 
support  the  measures  of  Con^re^s,  it  is  vain  to 
say  we  can  (brce  the  people  into  a  war.  I  be- 
lieve the  people  will  be  better  satisffed  with  a  re- 
cess than  with  par  sitting  here  from  day  to  day 
without  foing  anythin|[  material.,  and  there  is 
oothiog  material  at  this  moment  to  do.  They  are 
not  .irrational ;  they  know  that  Congress  have 
been  in  session  six  mopths ;  they  must  also  fore- 
see that  when  we  Come  to  war^  the  Council  of 
the  Nation  must  be  perpema^ly  in  session ;  they 
will,  therefore,  not  be  dissatisfied  at  a  short  recess. 
If  war  bQ  actually  to  take  place  at  the  expiration 
of  the  embaYgo,  this,  p^all  others,  is  the  time  for 
felaxation. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNctoN  said^he  was  in  hopes  that 
a  silent  vote  would  have  been  taken  on  this  ques- 
tion, but  as  that  was  not  permitted,  he  would  add 
a  remark  oV  two.  He  was  sorry,  to  use  the  gentle* 
man's  own  expression,  that  he  had  not  such  a 
bribe  to  offer  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
CAMPasLL)  as  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  thrs 
resolution.  He  said  he  had  believed  that,  if  l\^e 
shortest  day  proposcfd  shquld/  be  taken,  the  effect 
would  be  this:  It  could  not  be  expected  that 
those  gentleoien  who  ha4  been  six  or  seven 
months  from  their  homes  and  families  should  re-, 
main  in  this  city ;  if  they  went  homC;  many  of 
them  could  not  possibly  return  in  twenty  days ; 
(hexe  would,  on  the  appointed  day,  be  no  quorum 
in>eithec  Hoqse,  fl(nd«tbey  would  have  to  adjourn 
from  day  to  day  until  a  sufficient  number  appear- 
ed. When  they  spoke  of  the  public  interestjjgea- 
tlemen  should  look  at  .actions,  not  at  professions. 
Mr.  W.  said  be  Ipoked  at  human^  nature  as  he 
found  it;  and  considering,  as  regarded  himself, 
that  ten  days  at  home  would  be  ofinfinite  acl^van- 
lage  tphis  private  concerns,  taking  it  for  granted 
that  ail  gentlemen  had  the  same  feelings  and  re- 
gards as  himselfl  he  thought  jt^a  duty  he  owed 
himself  and  others,  ais  well  as  his  country,  to  vote 
for  a  recess.  He  believed  much  greater  injury 
would  result  from  sitting  here  thiin  from  a  recess. 
He  believed,  in  a  day  or  two,  there  would  scarce- 
ly b^  a  quofuoi  of  the  two  Houses  left.  Did  gen- 
tlemen mean  to  take  any  great  measure  with  a 
bare  quorum,  of  both  Houses  ?  He  presumed  they 
would  pot.  Therefore,  in  his  opinion,  it  would 
be  very  proper  to  take  such  time  as  would  suit 
the  greater  number  of  members  of  both  Houses. 
But,  if  that  could  not  be  attained,  Mr'.  W.  said  he 
would  atOi  vote  for  a  recess ;  for  although  he  could 
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not  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  go  hbme, 
he  would  not  prevent  others  whomisht.   ' 

The  question  on  the  insertion  of  the  eighth  day 
of  June  as  the  day  of  reassembling  of  the  two 
Houses,  was  decided  as  follows : 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Cirawlbrd,  Dana, 
German,  Gilmaii,  Goodridi,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Heed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Turner,  and  Worthington — 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell' of 
Tennessee,  Cutis,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Vamom — 18. 

So  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  pa/^gc  of  the 
resolution  as  amended^!- 

Mr.  Binn  said  it  was  painful  for  him  to  speak 
on  this  question,  when  he  believed  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  were  determined  op  an  adjournment ; 
but  he  entreated  gentlemen  to  weigh, well  what 
they  were  about.  He  $a|d  he  could  Qot  .but  rep- 
robate the  mode  of  arguing  a  question  of  adjourn- 
ment from  motives  of  comfort  or  family  interest; 
of  personal  convenience  albn^,  without  refet'ence 
to  public  interest. 

Mr.  Worthington  disclaimed  any  such  argu- 
ment ns  appeared  to  be  attributed  to  him«  , 

Mr.  Bibb  continued.-^If  any  man  should  ^ive 
it  vote  for  adjournment  from  motives  of  that  kind, 
he  should  reprobate  such  conduct*  So  far  as 
gentlemen  believed  the  public  interest  would  not 
suflfer  from  such  a  toorse,  there  would,  indeed,  be 
no  impropriety  in  sufferiug  personal  convenience 
to  have  weight.  But  the  question,  said  Mr.  B.^ 
is,  whether  our  affairs  are  in  such  a  sHuatton  as 
would,  in  common  regard  to  prudence,  permit  ns 
to  dejwrtt  What  is  our  situation  1  We  have' 
made  prepartitioo  for  war  by  authorizing  the  rais- 
ing an  army.  Is  that  atmy  organized  ?  Are  the 
officers  all  ap{k)inted  ? ,  No*  I  put  it  to  gentlemen 
whether,  from  the  specimen  already  had,  of  bills 
and  supplemental  bills,  we  may  not  expect  other 
supplemental  bills?  Can  Congress  reconcile  it 
to  their  consciences',  to  leave  the  seat  of  Qovern- 
ment,  when  they  sec  that  OMi  urmy  is  not  organ- 
ized,-when  a  proposition  for  appointing  Assistant 
Secretaries  to  the  War  Department,  and  mu<jh 
other  detailed  business,  is  before  us  t  The  offices 
of  Commissary  General  and  €tuartermast^c  Gkn- 
eral  are  yet  vacant ;  because  the  resti^ictipns  are 
such  as  to  render  them  obstacles  to  the  accept- 
ance of  person^  qualified  to  fill  ihoseoffices.  This 
must  be  corrected;  we  must.either  take  ofi'^ome 
of  the  restrictions  on  these  officers,  or  increase 
the  salaries.  There  are  many  other  defects  in  our 
present  laws,  which,  from  past  experience,  I  aia 
confident  will  require  alteration.  Now,  sir,  al- 
though I  freely  confess  that  I  would  not  plunge 
the  nation  into  war  until  the  Executive  shall  tell 
us  that  we  are  in  k  sufficiently  advanced  state  of 
preparation;  although  I^ would  not  remain  here 
with  a  view  of  declaring  war  before  the  time  of 
the  proposed  recess  would  expire,  yet  I  should 
wish  to  be  on  the  spo^  to  complete  such  measures 
as  the  public  service  appears  to  require.  If  ff^n- 
,tlemen  desired  relaxation,  merely,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
was  content  to  sit  but  twice  a  week.    But,  what 


he  desired  wi^s,  that  a  qupram  of  both  Houses 
should  be  witht*  call  of  their  presiding  oflkers, 
,  ready  to  receive  Executive  communications,  and 
act  whenever  it  should  be  necessary.  How  could 
they  justify  to  their'consiituents  a  recess  at  this 
moment,  it,  in  three  weeks  after  they  «hould  hftrfe 
parted,  an  attack  shdold  be  made  on  any  qnarter 
of  the  United  States?  Much  was  yet  to  do  be- 
fore the  United  States  were  ready  for  war;  and 
if  they  were  now  to  adjourn,  very  sefious  detri- 
ment to  the  public  interest  w6uld,  he  had  no 
doubt,  he  the  resist. 

Mr.  PofE  said,  if  there  was  to  be  a  recess,  in 
fairness,  it  ought  to  be  so  ordered  as  to  consult 
(hereby  the  convenience  of  as  many  members  as 
possible.  Why  was  there  tp^be  a  recess  at  all  ? 
For  the  accommodfition  of  members  of  Congress. 
Ought  not  that  accommodation,  then,  to  be  made 
equall  For  himself,  said  Mr.  P.,  he  neither  liked 
the  recess  nor  ctayiog  here.  He  could  not  be 
pleased,  whether  the  resolution  passed  or' was 
negatived.  If  the  resolution  did  pass,  he  wished 
it  to  pass  in  a  shape  ^hich  should  afibrd  an  equal 
chance  to  all.  He  had  understood  that  the  Exec- 
utive had  been  consulted,  and  had  no  communi- 
cations to -make  requiring*  immediate  attention. 
If  it  ^putd  be  no  prejudice  to  the  public  interest, 
he  had  no  ol)jection  to  afford  the  Jongest  timel 
On  these  grounds  he  had  voted  for  the  longest 
'day,  though  he  liad  serious  d-.obts  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  a  recess  at  all. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  fbllow : 

ysAs-— Messis.  BradliT;  Condit>' Crawford,  Dana, 
German,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hiiht«, 
Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smitb  of  New  Yoik^  Tomer, 
and  Worthingtott-r-16. 

NATs^MeiMnrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campb^ef 
Ten&e«4ee»  Catts».  QaUlaid,  Giles,  HoweU,  Leib,  Pope, 
Robiason,  Smith  of  Atairyland,.Tait,  Taylor*  and  Var- 
nnm — 15. 

So  it  was,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,. 

JRes(d»ed,  6y  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepre- 
sentatives  in  Congress  assembled^  That,  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  Houa^  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall,  on  the  29th  day  of  April  instant, 
adjourn  their  respective  Hou^s  to  Monday  the 
Qik  day  of  June  ne&t,  then  to  meet  at  ,the  same 
place  in  which  the  two  Houses  are  now  sitting. 


'MoNTiAY,  April  27. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  an  Execiitfve  Department,  to  be 
denominated  the  Department  of  W^r,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  Ho^use  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;'' in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  have  passed  the  bill  which 
Originated  fn  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  makine 
further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,**  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  Request  the  concurr- 
ence of  the  Senate.    • 
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Proceedifig8, 


Senate. 


The  bill  last  brought  up  for  conciKrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Oa  m^tioD,  by  Mr.  YarnuMj  the  i^mendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  tUe  bill,  enti- 
tled ^Ao  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
Gorjm.pf  Engineers,"  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  i^nd  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Varnum,  and  Bayard,  were 
appointed  the  committer.  n 

Mr.  Smitq,  tf  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the.  ame^odments  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned,  made  report.    Wl^ereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  said 
biU. 

The  Benate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  concerning  merchant  vessels  armed 
for  defence;^ and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postpone  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LEiB,from  th^commUtee  appointed,  to  con- 
sider the  subject,  reported  a  bill  allowing  an  an- 
iMiitj  to  Arthur.  St.  Clair;;  and  the  bill  was  read^ 
and  paased  to  the  second  readini>:« 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the,bill  to  atithorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain  en- 
tries and  location!  of  land,  therein, described ;  and 
the  Amher  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednes- 
day next. 

The  Senate  jr^snmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  N.  Stout;"  and  on  motion;  by  Mr.  Pofe,  it 
waa  referred  io  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereotai  and  Me^rs.  Pope,  Bbbnt, 
and  O»£0a  were  appointed  the  copumtttee. 
*  Tba  PBBiumuiT  <;ominunieated  areport  of  the 
Parmaeter  Gkfo^ral  ef  the  Army,,  on  the  petition 
of  SioMOii  Kaightj  district  paymaster,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  priiited  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate.  , 

Mr.  Greqo  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
P.  Cope,'  and  others,  stating  that,  some  time  sub- 
sequent to  the  proclamation  of  thfe  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  2d  of  November.  1810, 
their  brig  Daphne  cleared  from  Philadelphia  for 
Calcutta.  ^That,  in  consequence  of  the  non-im- 
porutioQ  law,  they  have  ordered  the  said  vessel, 
and  a  retarn  cargo,  amounting  to  239.000  dollars. 
to  the  island  of  St.  Ba^holqmews ;.  that  the  said 
venel  and  cargo  is  exposed  to  capture  «bd  depre- 
dation in  the  event  of  war,  and  to  condemna- 
tion abould  she  enter  a  port  in  ^America.  They. 
t^refore,  pray  permission  for  the  said  vessel  to 
enter  aa  Amertcao  port,  there  tt>  remain  and  be 
dispoaed  of  as  aabsequeat  events  may  dictate; 
aad  the  memorial  i^as  read,  and  reflerred  -t6  a  se- 
lect eomitiittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise  j  and  Messrs.  Greqg.  Lloto,  and 
SHiTBof  Md.,  we^e  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
W  whom  was  referred  the  petirion  of  Nathaniel.' 
G.  Ingraham,  and  ethers,  presented  a  bilT  to  dis- 
charge from  imprisonment  the  persons  tberein 
mentioned;  and  the  bill  was  reao,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  April  28. 

The  bill  allowing  an  annuity  to  Arthur  St. 
Clair  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  extend  the  rij|;ht 
of  suffrage  In  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  for  other 
purposes?'  Was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  ^lect  committee.,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Oreoo,  Goodrich,  and 
Varnum,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resoined,  as  in  "Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
merchant  Vessefs  armed  for  defence;  and,  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill-  b^  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  l^enate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tlie  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
associations  for  Maritime  security ;  and  on  the 
questtoit,  Shall  this  bill  t>e  en^ossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the' affirmative. 

Mr.'  Leib  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

ReMolve4»  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
SpqakOT  of  the  House  of  Representatives  adjourn  the 
respective  Houses  6f  Congress  en  Wednesday,  the 
6th  of  May,  to  Monday^  the  25th  of  May. 

^  And  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  U)  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  to  disc ha,rgd  from  imprison meoit'the 
persons  therein  "mentioned  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Setiate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tl^  bill  supplemen- 
*  tary  to  the  act,,  en  titled  *'An  act  to  establish  an 
^EtecutLre  Department.  Xp  be  denominated  the  - 
Department  of  War ;"  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  Prcsidbnt  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly.- 

On  tbe  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Pope  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
a^kleave  to  bring  in  iL.bill  more. effectually  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  Coasts  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Qn  motion,  by  Mr.  WoRTHiiiGT'oiJ,  tb  suspend" 
the  twelfth  rule  for  condaeting  business  in  the 
Senate,  as  respects  the  resolution  this  day  offered 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
^  jouro  the  respective  Houses  of  Congress,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirqaative — yeas  12,  nays  9, 
as  follows i  •<  ■    ' 

YsAs-^Meisrs.  Cbndit,  .German,  Cljregg,  Howell, 
Htinter«  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  oif  New  York,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 
'  Nats — Me88ip%  Bayard,  Bibb,  Crawford,  Dana, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Robinson,  Tatt,  and.Varnum. 

On  mo^on,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  the  resolu- 
tion was  read  the  second  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed aqd  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Gii«MA^,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
resolution  last  mentioned  correctly  engrossed. 

*And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 
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Wednesday,  April  29. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  Id  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  toauxhortze  the  State  of  Teones- 
see  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain 
entries  and  locations  of  land  therein  described ; 
and.  after  debate,  it  wds  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  noiil  tp-mor^ 
row.  '  % 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  I,iEi^,  the  ejisrossed  resobi- 
tion  authorizing  the  Presided^ -of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House^^f  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ the  respective  Houses  ot  Congress  was  read 
a  third  time.  ?  ' 

Oh  the  question,  Shall  this  resqlutioa  pass?  it. 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative-^yeas  16,  nap 
12,  as  foUowsV  - 

TxAS^Mesers.  Bayard,  Condit,  Danti,  Gvrman, 
Gilman,  Goodn«hy  Gregg,  Horsey,.  HotwuU,  Hunter; 
Lamb«r^  Leib,  L^yd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Turner, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aiideraon,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutt8,.Gaiilard,  Pope,  Robin- 
son, Tai^  Taylor,  and  Vamum. 

-So  it  was  resolved  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa.- 
tives  adjourn  the  respective  Houses  of  Congress 
on  Wednesday,  the  6th  of  May,  to  Monday,  the 
25lh  of  Maj'.  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  i^equest  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this 
resolution. 

The  bill  supplementary  ^o  the  act,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  establish  an  Executive  Department,  to  be 
denominated  the  Department  of  War,"'  having 
been  reported  by'ifae  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third,  time  as  aniended,  and 
ptassedi 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  haire  post- 
poned, indefinitely,  (he  resolution  proposing  an 
adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on 
the  29th  of  A  pril,  to  the  ^th  of  June  next.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''^Anact  for  the  relief 
of  John  Thomft^H  f  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
making  additional  apj^ropriations  for  thd  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  1812 ;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.'. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petitbn  of  John  and 
Thomss  Yowell  and  others,  merchaats)  pf  Alex- 
andria, stating  that  they  are  owners  of  property 
to  a  large  amount  in  England,  a<N]  in  English 
portsi,  and  praying  that  the  non-importation  law 
may  be  repealed,  or  so  modified  as  to'  admit-  thf 
importation  of  British  goods  to  the  amount  of 
American  claims,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in 
the  petition;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Yarnum  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Grout,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to  au- 
thorize the  purchase  of  his  patent  right  to  a  new 
and  improved  mode  of  conveving  intelligence, 
and  giving  signals,  by  telegraplis;  and  the  peti* 
tion  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other* 


wise^  and  Messrs..  VARttusi.  L^ib,  and  Brent, 
were  ap^inted  the  committee. 

MARITIME  DEFENCE. 

Mr;  Pope  aslced  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a^ili  tnore  efiectually  to  protect  the  eommeroe 
and  coasts  of  the  United  Statef<  r  And  <be  bill  Was 
read,  and  passed  to.  the  second  reading. 

The  bilj.is  as  follows!: 
A  Bill  more  efifectnally  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
coasts  of  the  If nited  States.. 

Wjiereas  the  British  and  other  armed  vessels  have 
harassed  and  comnlitted  liepredations  on  the  commerce 
of"  the 'United  St^ates  on  or  near  the  coasts  thereof  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nations ;  ^erefore, ' 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,,  That  it  shall  be*  lawful  for  the 
Premdent  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
Ihorked,  to  instruct  and  direct  the  commanders  of  ther 
armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  Stat^to  aeiae^ 
take,  aiidvbnng  into  any  port,  of  the  United  States^  to 
be  proceeded  against  according  to  tho  laws  and  Usages 
of  nations,  any  such  British  or  oUtfaer  armed  vesicei 
which  shall  have  eommtttedT,  or  which  shall  be  fiiund 
hovering:  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  dtatea  for  the 
purpoee  of  harassing  or  committing  dejpredationt  on 
the  vessels  belonging  po  the  citizens  thereof^ 

The  bill  respecting  associations  for  maritinxe 
security  haTing  been  reported  by  tiie  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third,  time,  and 
passed.    The  bill  is  as  follows: 
A  Bill  respecting  Associations  #Mr  Matitmie  Secnrky. 

Be  it^enactedf  6;c.,  That  in  cases  wherein  the  arm- 
ing of  ve^els  for  defence  iday  be  allowed  according  to 
the  lawB  of  the  United  States,  it  may  b^  agreed  on  the 
part  ^  the  citiziens  of  the  United  dttatea  in'pmttance 
of  this  act,  that  shine  or  vessels  by  thein  oWned  ahatt 
sail  in  ooncertaiftd  bectsoeiated  for-aasutanoe  and^ano- 
tectioto  in  any  v<»yage  or  voyagee  net  contrary  to  law,* 
and  dui^ng  any  time  or  times  which  ma^^  be  deaignaied 
by  instrument  of  vrritin'g  ezecnted  by  the  owners  4>r 
theb  authorized  agents-  The  stipulktions  olf  the  partiee 
contained  in  si^  instrument  may  ecLtend  to  the  equip- 
ment and  force  of  the  vessels  respectively ;  the  reUlive. 
authority  of  the  Blisters  br  commanders ;  the  appoint- 
ment of  places  and  times  of  rendezvous  and  sailings  die 
regulation  of  signals;  the  direction  Of  the  general  course 
of  the  voyage  or'  voyages ;  the  orders  to  be  observed  in 
cases  of  separation  or  danger ;  and  the  making  of  ar- 
rangements for  condticting  And  managing  the  respect- 
ive vessels',  as  may  be  most  effectual  for  assistance  m 
any  case  of  peril  or  misfortane ;  and,  for  protecting  all 
or  any*  of  them  against  forcible  seizure  or  annoyance  r 
Ptmndedt'Th^  no  such  p^eement  or  stipnlafenn  shall 
contravene  the  ^instructions  or  orders  which  BMy  ba 
given  by  the  President  of  the  United  States^  pv«* 
venting  an^i  unlawful  prpoeedinga ;  and  in  cisea  tooeh^  • 
^g  the  use  of  any  armament  or  annamenta,  ll^  ma^ 
ters  or  oemmataders  of  vesaeis  which  may  be  ao  aami-. 
ated,  ahall  be  Under  the  control  of  su^  instrectioM-  or 
orders. 

dsc.  2,  Be  i4  further  enacted,  ThaX  the  reipective 
ships  or  vessels  shall  be  holden  for  any  ^tq>ulationa  as 
a&resaid  contained  in  such  initrument  concerning  them, 
and  shall  accordingly  be  chargeable  for  any  compenaa- 
tion  which  may  justly  be  demanded  on  account  of  fiul- 
ure  to  perform  tho  same,  as  well  as  for  satisfying  any 
reasonable  claim  of  contribution  on  account  of  lose  or 
damage  incurred  in  pursuance  thereof.    The  ratea  of 
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ecntiibation  shall  b^  apportioned  to  and  among  the  re* 
speccive  Teweb  or  owners  thereof  as  tl^e  parties  may 
have  agreed  by  saeh  instrumeni ;  otherwise  the  appor* 
tionnd^nt  may  be  aduisied  by  the  diaeretion  of  the  com- 
petent pourt :  Phmdedf  That  no  ships  or  vessels  shall 
be  so  holden  -nnlees  «  copy  of  theinstj^tunent  concern- 
ing thc^  as  aforesaid  sniall  have  been  cei^tified  by  the 
owpers  or  a^^ents,  and  deposited, with  a  collector  of  the- 
customs  or  with  the  clerk  or  register  of  a  court,  hsvidg 
admiraky-or  maritime  jurisdiction^  or,  in  case  of  being 
in  a  forei^  eonn^,  wi(h  a  consul  or  agent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  Providaij  aka,  That  none  but  eit|zens  of 
the  Uniled  Stages  shaH  be  pAsrmitted,  directly  or'  indi- 
lectly,  to  hftTe  or  claim  ben«^t  of  any  agreement  or 
stiyktkm  as  aidresMd* 

8sc  3.  And  he  it  further  enactedi  TM  thecodrls 
of  the  Cnited  States  having  cogimanioe  of  eauses  of 
admiralty  and  mantime  jisrisdaction,  shall  take  cogni^ 
aaoe  of  complaints  and  controversies  touching  the  pr^. 
miaes ;  and  proceedings  may  be  hiid  therein,  according 
to  the  course  of  such  courts  respectively,  jts,  in  other 
ca^es  of  admiralty  or  maritime  jurisdiction.  Bat  no- 
thing herein  oontained  shall  be  construed  to  deprive 
smtors  of  a  remedy  at  common  law,  or  in  equity,  wher- 
ever the  wxmt  may  be  competent.' 

The  bill  concernthg  inprch^Dt  vessels  ariaaed 
for  de&Dce  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrQssed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed.    The  bill  is  as  follows: 

A  Bin  cosceniing  Merchant  Vessels  armed  Ibr  defend. 
Be  be  it  enacted,  ^e..  That,  from  and  after  the  -r-^— 
day  of  ■ ,  in  fhe  present.year,  Ihe  arming  of  vessels 
§n  defence  shall  be  subjected  U>  the  following  re^ula- 
tkns :  ^       '    '  A 

8bc.  ^  Be  it  enacted.  That  no  merchant  vessels 
armed  or  provided  with  the  means  of  being  armed  at 
sea,  shall  be  cleared  or  permitted  to  depart  on^  foreign 
voyages,  nnlefs  the  same  be  registered  and  duly  owned 
and  navigated  as  ships  a^  wasels  of  th4  Utdted  9iates^' 
Aad  any  0tteh  ship  oit  vessel  of  the  United  SUte^if  nbt 
besmd  on  soom  voyage  beyond  the  spulbem  eape  of 
Africa  ce  America^  may  beratdrained  and  preventedfroiQ 
goiog  to  «Ba  widi  sveh  armanlent  of  means  of  arma- 
ment^ unless  bond  to  thetJnited  States  be  ifiven  by  tha 
"^t"nr*^  ownaK,  or  agent,  and  the  master  or  comman-. 
der  thereof  with  respenstbleMre^  or  sureties  in  a  p(PQa] 
sum  not  exceeding  — -^  doHara,  with  conditio^  that 
such  shiiM>r  vessel  shall  not  proceed  to  any  port  known 
to  be  actoally  blod^aded.  nor  cany  oontraband  artidea 
to  the  dominions  of  ai»y  Power  engaged  in  war  against 
such  as  may  be  at  peace  with  the  United  States ;  and 
that  sQch  armament  or  means  of  armao^ent  shall  not 
be  naed  for  porposea  contrary  to  the  laws  or  treaties  of 
the  United  Sutes  or  the.  rules  of  pubTic  law  by  the 
United  State*  acknowledged,  but  that  the  instrtictitas 
nMeh  may  be  givei^by  the  Preeidept.  ef  Ihe  fTnited 
States  for  preventing,  any  infraction  of  such  laws,  trea« 
taes^  M  rnlas,  shall  be  obaerved with,  respnot  0  auoh  ship 
•r  veaaal  in  the  destined  vcyyage  or  vo|]rages ;  and  that 
satisfiKtion  shall  be  made  for  all  damage  and  injui^y,  if 
any  should  be  committed^  jin  contravention  tbei«of ; 
which  boad  mi^  be  s«fd  m  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  beforeany  com|Mite»t  oMirt  of  Om  United  Stetea. 
And  whatever  may  be  recovered  thereon  shall  be  for 
their  nae,  except  so  much  as  the  court  may  order  to  be 
paid  for  making  such  satisfoction  as  shall  appear  reasona- 
ble in  any  case  of  damage  or  injniy.  But  the  restrictions 
herein  contained  shall  not  be  considered  applicable  to 


vessels  which  may  be  armed  in  virtue  of  any  grants  of 
letters  of  inarque  and  reprisal  under  authorii:y  of  the 
United  States. 

Sic#  Sf.  And  be  it  further  e^^sted^  That  whenever 
scourky  shall  have  been  givetfby  bond  as  aforesaid 
with  iespebt  to  a  ship  of  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
duly  owned  and  navigated  a3  such,  which  may  be  armed 
or  provided  with  means  as  aforesaid  for  defence,  and 
bound  on  any  foreign  voyage  of  voyages  not  contrary 
io  law,  the  saine  shall  be  permitted  to  d^art  on  such 
destination !  an^  the  collector  'of.  the  customs  for  the 
district  from  which  the>  ship  or  vessel  may  be  about  to 
depart,  in  additiaik  io  the  dearakiee  for  Uie  same,  shall 
furnish  jgot  offioid  docum^t  to  this  effect,  and  as  nearly 
as  Aay  be-coaveoientaceotding  to  the  foUnw&ig  fonn— 
^  To  alt  whom  it^  may  concern?  It  is  made  known, 
that  |he  ship  or  vessel  called  the  [inserting  here  the 
veasd's  name}  of  [iasestiag  the  naine  of  the  port  to 
whidi>be  vessel  belongs],  having  [mserting  the  num- 
berl  deck  with  [inserting  the  number]  mast  and  [spe- 
cifying whether  any  or  no]  head  and  [specifying  wbe» 
ther  any  or  lio]  gallery,  of  the  burden  of  [inserting  the 
number]  tons  as  registered,  afid  carrying  hnserting  Ae 
^umbdr  oTmoutited]  guns,  whereof  -^^— (naming  the 
'  person]  ii  at  present  n^Mfer  or  cemmander,^  being  a' 
[desenbxng  the  kind  of  vessel,  whether  ship,  snow,  brig- 
antine,  soh0<»er;s^>op,  or  otherwise]  duly  owned  and 
navigated  as  a  <marchant  vessel  of  the  United  Statea  of 
America,  arqied  for  dofonce,  ai>d  hounci  for  — *— ,  is  per- 
mitted to  depart  on-  destined  voyage  [or  voyagea,  aa 
may  ba  proper]  responsible  security  having  been  givea 
according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act  c<m- 
cen^ng  merch Aftt  vessels  armed  for .  defence." 

•*  Given' under  .the  seal  of  office^  at  the  port  of"  [ex- 
pressing the  port  and  district,  and  spedfying  the  day 
and  y^ar  of  the  date  in  words  at  length:]  Provided,- 
That  additions  or  variations  may  be  made  as  shdl  ap- 
pear proper  ia  particular  cases  for.the  better  description 
of  voMfls  or  armamanta. 

8b€.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  ba 
lawful  for  tbe  Prtsident  of  the  United  States  to  ^ve 
directionf,  as  in  hlaopinion  may  be  prdpw,  for  causing 
to  ba  prepared  a  suffideni, 'number  of  forms  of  such 
docu^ehts,  which  c^all  be  attested  by  the  Secretary, 
under  seal  of  the  Department  of  S^te,  with  proper 
blanks  V>  be  filled  by  the  collectors  respectively  to  whom 
the  same  shall  be  transmitted*  Before  any  such  dbcu- 
n\ent  shall  be  furnished  for  a  shijp  or  vessel,  it  shall  be 
sealed  and  signed  by  th^  proper  collector,  and  counter^ 
figned  by  the  naval  officer  or  by  the  surveyor,  if  there 
be  one,  but  no  naval  office. '  And"  the  documents  sa 
iumisbad  shall  be  transcribed  in  some  proper  book  to 
be  kept,  for  the  parposa  by  the  collector,  who  shsll  ba 
aniitied  to  j|ke  foea  for  the  aama  as  for  oartificataa  of 
regirtry :  Provided,  aJatgyt,  and  it  i»  declared.  That 
this  ad  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  ships  or  ves* 
sels  bound  for  any  of  tha  ports,  places,,  or  countries,  be- 
yond the  southern  cape  of  Africa  or  America,  froaa 
going  armedas  has  been  usual  in  such  cases,  nor  to 
a£fect  any  foreign  armed  vessel  which  may  have  been 
admitted  as  sudi  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States.     '  '^ 


TBI7R8DAY,  April  30. 

The  bill  more  eflectoally  to  protect  the  com- 
merce apd  coasts  of  the  United  States  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  ^  and  Messrs. 
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SiNATfi. 


ProceedingM. 


Mat,  181d. 


Popfi,  Batar^,  and  Smixb,  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  coKQiDitte«« 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Thompson,'^  was  re^  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  codRniltee.  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and'  Me^^srs.  smith,  df  Maryland, 
Qrego.  and  Shith,  of  New  York,  werie  appointed' 
the  cotnmiitee. 

The  bill^entitled  "An  act  making  an  adxlitional 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  Uovernai,ent  for 
the.  year  1812,"  was  read  the  s^ond  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  ConMnittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideratibn  of  (be  bill  «r  authorize 
the  Stateof  Tennessee  to  isstte -rraoCs  and  jyetfeet 
titles  c/u  certain  entries  ahd  locations  of  land 
therein  described ;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Cpiiimitt^e  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  ^of  (be  bill  allowlnj^  a  a 
annuity  to  Arthur  Sl  Clair  ^  and,  on  thequesuoo,, 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time'1 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  1^ 
nays  7,  as  Toliows :  ,     .      '    . 

Yxis — Messrs^  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Ccawfbrd, 
German,  Oilman,  Ooodridi,  Sregg,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hanter,  Lambert,  Letb»  Smitii  of  Miryland,  and 
Wordiiiigton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Cutts,  Robinson,  SioUb  of 
New  York,  'I^ait,  Turner,  and  Varnum^  ' 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeot^im 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
d  bill,  entitled  *'An  ao(  authorizing  theeuitiog 
and  making  a  caoal  from  the  rirec  Potpmae 
around  the  west  end  of  the  dam  or  causeway  from 
Mason's  island,  and  for  otber  pctrf>Ofea  f  ru,  which 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  tbe  Senate. - 

The  bin  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  memorial  of  fife  hdn« 
dted  and  thirty-five  merchants  of  B(^ston,  praying 
the  repeal,  or  such  modification,  of  the  non-ini- 
portation  act, as  may  enable  them  to  receive  their 
property  now  in  Great  Britain  find  her  dependen- 
cies y  which  was  tead,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members^  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  hj  biUrOf  otherwise ;  and^ in 
the  mean  time,  that  u  b#  priatfld  -fop  the  use  of 
the  Seiii^te. 

Messrs.  LLoyd,,  Tayloe,  Qrboo,  Lbib,  and 
Smith  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the  com* 
ntiittee.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as- in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratit)n  of  the  bill  to  discharge 
from  imprisonmentthe  persons  therein  mentioned ; 
and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  tomorrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  SmitHj  of  New  York,     • , 

Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senlite  be 
authorized  to  pay,  out  of  the  contiiigent  fund,  the 
expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  ^  (he  late  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  whenever  the 
same  shall  have  been  allowed  and  certified  by  the 
committee  of  ahangement. 


FaiDAT,  May  1* 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee 
^o  issue  grants'and  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries 
and  locations  of  land  therein  "described,  having 
been  reported  by  thtf  trommittee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  thfs  bill  pass?  It  was 
determined  in  th%  affirmative — ^yeas .  18,  nays  6, 
as  follows :      .  ^  .     ^       \  , 

Y%j^ — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayacd,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Coadit,  Cutis,  Gailhord,  Gilnian,  Goodrich,  Hor-  - 
sey,  HoweQ.  Hunie^,  Lambert,  Lloyd«  Robinson,  Smith 
qi  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Ypck,  Tait,  and  Vamum. 

Nats— ^MjMsrs.  Bibb,  C/rawfbrd,  Pana^  GeiaMli» 
Taylor  and  Turner.  •* 

So  it  was  Rt»ohed,  That  this  bill  pass^  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Tennessee  to  isssud  sranttrand  perfect 
titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  land 
^herein  described." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referrea  the  oill,  entitled  *^An  act 
/or  the  relief  of  John  Thompson,"  reported  it 
without  aiiiendm^nt.  .  ,     ' 

Mr.  Turner,  from  thejBoipmittee'to  whotxi  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  es- 
tablish certain  post  roads,'^  reported  it  without 
fimendmeat.  ^ 

.  Mr»  Lbib  presented  the  petition  of  Nintan  Pink- 
n^y,  now  a  Captain  ip  the  Army,  stating  th^t,  on 
the  20th. of  August,'  ISQ^,  he  W^s  appointed  brig- 
ade in8|>ector,|>roiem/K)re,and  that  he  peiformed 
the  duties  thereof  at  N^w  Orleans,  and  has  re- 
ceived, the  ^m^oUimenxs .attached  to  said  office,  up 
to  the  31st  of  Miiy,  1810,  but,  on  his  arrival  at 
the  Seat  of  Goverhment,  was  required  by  the 
Depattmeoi  of  W^  to  refund,  on  the  plea  that 
the  apjpoiatment  was  inadmissible,  and  praying 
relief,  lor  reasons,  stated  in  the.  petition,  which 
was  -read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thei^eon  hj  bill  or  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs^  Lbib,  Ho#bll,  and -Smith  t>f  Mary- 
land, Vere  appotntjed  the  committee. 
'  The  bill  aUawing  an  annuity  to  Artkur  St. 
Clair  having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engro^ed,  was  read  a  third  tiole,  and  On  ^ 
motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  to'fitr  the  blank  with  the 
words  ^  five  hupdred  dollars,"  it  was  determined 
id  the  negative ;  and,  on  motion  to  fill  the  blank 
with  (he  words  "  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars," 
the  votes  being  equal,  the  President  determined 
the  question  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bi)l  pass  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  amrmative-»yeas- 17,  nays  9,  aa 
follows,:  1 

YsAS— 'Messrs.  Anderfon,  Bayard,  Bibb  Grawibr  , 
Dana,  German,  Gilman;  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith  of 
Marrhtiid,  and  Wortbingfon.  ' 

NATs^Messn^.  Condit,  Cutto,  OaiUard^Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Yar* 
'  num.  t 

So  it  wa6  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  allowing  an. an- 
nuity to  Arthur  St.  Clair." 
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M^T,  1812. 


Proceedings^ 


Senate. 


Mr.  Qbzqq,  from  the  eoromtttee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  admit  the 
eotry  of  vesftels  of  the  United  States,  on  certain 
coodiitoDs ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading.  ; 

[This  bill  embraces  cases  of  ressels  ^  which 
'  majr  bave  been  laden  in  any  of  the  ports  of  In- 
'  dia,  and  whose  master,  sapercarg^,  or  owner, 
*  may  bave  been  compelled  to  g'lwe  bond,  under 
'  some  penalty,  that  their  respective  cargoes  shall 
'  be  landed  in  some  part  of  the  United  States;" 
provided  the  dutlea  be  paid,  and  the  goods  stored 
in  ibe  public  stores,  under  the  care  of  the  collect- 
ors, subject  to  the  future  disposition  of  the  Gov- 
ernment.] 

On  motion,  by  Mr.BATARo,  the  bill  to  discharge 
from  imprisonment  the  persons  therein  mentioned 
was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into,  and  report  the  facts  of 
the  case;  and  Messrs.  Bayard^  Smith  of  New 
York,  and  German,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  ^ct  authorizing  the  cut- 
ting and  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Potomac 
around  the  we3t  end  of  the  dam  or  causeway 
from  Mason's  island,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  makin?  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1812;"  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firotative. 

Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  memorial  bf  James 
Wilkinson,  stating  that  he  has  been  stigmatized 
as  a  public  defaulter;  but  tjiat,  so  far  from  de- 
serving that  charge,  he  can  make  it  appear  that 
the  public  are  indebted  to  him,  jsnd  praying  an 
inquiry  into  his  case  mav  be  instituted,  and  such 
decision  thereon  as  may  oe  compatible  with  jus- 
tice and  equity;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Gregg,  this  memorial,  and 
that  presented  the  last  session,  together  witn  the 
report  on  the  memorial  last  mentioned,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  bv  bill  or 
otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Gregg,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Taylor,  Varndm,  and  Anderson,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Monday,  May  4. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  additional  appropriations  for  the  soppqrt 
«f  Government  for  the  year,  1812,"  was  reported 
by  the  committee  eonrectly  engrossed. 

A  bare  quorum  attending,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  5. 
Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ninian  Pinkney,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 
18th  Con.  Ist  Sess.— 8 


The  bill  to  admit  the  entry  of  vessels  of  the 
United  States  on  certain  conditions,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  a  sobaerfption  for  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States;  and  the  further  con* 
sideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

The  Senate  Ksumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  th«  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompsoa ;"  and  it  was 
oideied  to  n  third  reading* 

T^e  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W4iole,  th«  conaideratton  of  the  billy  enUtied  *<  An 
act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads." 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  authorizing  the  cutting  and  making  a 
canal  from  the  river  Potomac  around  the  west 
end  of  Ihe  dam  or  causeway  from  Mason's  Island, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Horsey,  Brent,  and  Wortbinoton, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

.Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  the 
merchants  of  Boston^  praying  the  repeal  or  modi- 
fication of  the  noa- importation  act,  stated  that 
they  had  instructed  their  chairman  to  report  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  resolution  proposing  a  recess  from  the 
6th  to  the  25th  t>f  May.  They  bave  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  oi 
Venezuela ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  Ao^act  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  the.  ordnance;"  a  bill,  entitled 
'<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F.  Reddick ;"  a 

!iill,  jgotitled  ^^  An  act  making  further  provision 
or  the  Army  of  the  United  States;"  a  bill,  enti* 
tied  "An  act  to  authorize  the  election  of  sheriffs 
in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
also  a  bill,  entitled  "  Aa  act  to  incorporate  the 
trustees  of  Washington  College ;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  have  passed  the  bill  which  originated  in 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  designating,  sur- 
veying, and  granting  the  military  bounty  lands,^ 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate;  also,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  establish  an  Executive  Derartment,  to  be 
denominated  the  Department  of  War,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  whicn  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  designating,  surveying,  and 
granting  the  military  bounty  lands,"  and  con- 
curred therein. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Vene- 
zuela," was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Tennessee,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
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to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Camp- 
bell, of  Tennessee,  Bayard,  and  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, were  appointed  the  coinmittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  Deceml^r  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Bsyard,  Bibb,  Crawford,  (German, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsejj  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smithy  of  Mary- 
land, «nd  Tomer. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Campbell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  Cntts,  Dana,  Gaiilard,  Gilmaa,  Howell, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Vanram,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batard,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  six  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled '  An  act  to  estaolish  an  Executive  Depart- 
ment, to  be  denominated  the  Department  of 
War." 

The  billj  entitled  ^  An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Qovernmentfor 
the  year  1812,"  wss  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed I  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  revise  the  item  respect- 
ing marshals,  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Leib,  and  Turner,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 


Wednesday,  May  6. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ninian  Pinkney  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Vene- 
zuela," reported  it  without.amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordei-ed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  Washington  College,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  ordnance,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  ftirthcr  pro- 
vision for  the  Army  of  the  United  States."  was 
read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gregg,  the  two  last  men- 
tioned bills  were  severally  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Varnum,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
^  The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  elec- 
tion of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  Re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Worthington,  Bay- 
ard, and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  an  Executive 


Department,  to  be  denominated  the  Department 
of  War." 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Leib,  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  and  amendment  was  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  June  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  to  annex  a  part  of  West 
Florida  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  in  which 
bill  thev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled'  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tlu>- 
mas  F.  Reddick,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  admit  the 
entry  of  vessels  of  the  United  States  on  certain 
conditions. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  eosrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Thdmpson."  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  estab- 
lish certain  post  roads,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
Venezuela,"  was  read  the  third  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

.    MEMORUL  OP  BOetON  MERCHANTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  made  yesterday  on  the 
memorial  of  a  large  number  of  the  merchants  of 
Boston. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Lloyo,  that  the  report  on 
the  memorial  ot  the  merchants  of  Boston,  pray- 
ing for  leave  to  withdraw  their  property  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  be  again  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners — 

A  motion  was  made  by^  Mr.  Smith,  of  MarY- 
land|  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  <be 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  June  next. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Smith  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  I  have  made  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement because  I  am  unwillins^  that  a  con- 
clusive vote  on  the  question  should  be  taken  at 
this  time.  When  members  place  their  names 
on  record  there  is  an  unwillingness  to  retract 
their  vote^hen  a  more  suitable  time  for  decision 
occurs.  That  time  will  be,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Hornet,  which  must  certainly  happen  before  the 
first  of  June;  and  from  the  information  which 
she  will  brinfir,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  vote  more 
advisedly.  This  subject  being  before  the  Senate, 
I  will  be  permitted  to  take  a  short  view  of  our 

Eolitical  relations  as  they  bear  upon  this  partica* 
ir  object. 

The  non-intercourse  law  prohibited  all  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France.  It,  however,  authorized  the 
President,  in  case  either  of  these  Powers  should 
so  repeal  or  modify  their  unjust  acts,  as  that  they 
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^oaM  c^ase  to  riolate  tbe  oeatral  rigiits  of  the 
United  States,  to  retieVe  sacb  Dation  from  the 
operatioQ  of  thia  act.  Great  BriiaiH,  by  ber 
Mioiacer,  Mir.  Brskine,  did  agree,  that  her  odbos 
Orders  id  Coaacil  should  b^  repealed,  and  the 
Presideot'(with  a  promptitode  that  did  him 
eredit)  declared  by  procIamatioD,  that  the  comr 
nerce  betveeo  the  Uoited  States  and  Qreat 
Britain  should  be  restored,  and  all  America  ap- 
plaaiied  the  act.  The  negotiation  made  by  Mr. 
tttskioe,  contrary  to  the  opioioQ  of  erery  enlight- 
ened man,  and  to  the  astoaisbment  of  oor  Qov- 
erament,  was  disavowed  by  the  King  of  Great 
Britain.  What  was  the  conduct  of  oor  fixeca- 
tiwe  on  bein|r  informed  of  the  disavowal  ?  It 
was  that  which  gratified  erery  American.  He 
iastamly  imposed  the  non-interoocurse  on  Great 
Britain,  and  placed  that  nation  precisely  in  the 
aame  situation  in  which  she  was  when  Mr. 
Brskine's  arraoffement  took  place..  And,  sir,  I 
beiieve  that,  in  doing  so,  he  met  with  the  appro- 
baJiion  of  every  good  man.  He  certainly  had 
mine.  The  non-inlercoarse  law  eontina^  until 
May,  1810,  when  it  expired  by  its  own  limitation, 
I  state  this,  Mr.  President,  becaose  a  confusion 
has  arisen  from  the  various  laws  which  have 
passed  on  this  subject^  and  many  well  informed 
men  have  believed,  and  do  now  believe,  that  the 
non-interconrse  law  existed  again^^t  both  nations 
when  the  present  restrictions  were  imposed  on 
our  eommerce  with  Great  Britain.  Not  so,  Mr. 
President.  At  that  time  our  trade  was  unrestrict- 
ed by  any  law  of  the  United  States  But  Con- 
gress, in  the  same  month  of  May,  1810,  passed 
an  act,  by  which  the  President  was  authorized, 
in  the  event  of  either  France  or  England  repeal- 
ing her.onjust  acts,  or  so  modifying  the  same 
that  they  would,  no  longer  affect' our  neutral 
lights,  to  impose  certain  sections  of  the'non-in- 
lereonrse  law  on  the  nation  refusing  to  do  us  j.ust- 
iee,  which  sections  amount  to  a  non-importation. 
This  act  was  made  known  to  both  nations;  and 
Prance,  embracing  the  proposition,  did  by  the 
letter  t>l  her  prime  Minister,  the  Duke  of  Xi^dore, 
lader  date  of  the  5th  August,  1810,  promise  to 
revoke  the  Berlin  and  Milan,  decrees^  so  fki'  as 
they  relate  to  the  United  States,  on  condition ; 
with  which  condition  the  President  complied 
by  issain|r  his  proclamation  of  the  second  of  No- 
vember, in  which,  agreeably  to  tb^  act  of  May, 
1810,  he  declared  tliat  all  iibportations  from  Grefat 
Britain  and  her  possessions  should  cease  on  the 
2d  Febroary,  1811  $  unless  that'  nation  should, 
jirevioasly  thereto,  repeal  or  modify  her  Orders 
m  Council. .  Great  Britetn  refused  to  do  this, 
aad  has  pertiaaciopsly  adhered  tea  system  inju- 
fteos  to  the  interest  of  both  nations.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. I  was  among  those  who  approved  of  the 
proelamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  interdicting  all  importations  from  Great 
Britain.    It  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  strict  com- 

Cmce  with  the  tenor  of  the  law;  for,  sir,  I  did 
teve,  that  all  credit  was  due  to  the  solemh 
declarations  of  nations,  made  officially  by  their 
public  ministers^  and  I,  therefore,  justified  the 
rasidfat  for  the  confidence  he-  had  placed  in  I 


those  sole  pan  assurances.  I  did  expect  that  a 
decree,  revoking  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
^  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  United  States,'' 
would  have  been  issued  immediately  after  the 
Emperor  should  have  seen  the  act  of  Confess 
connrming  the  proclamadon.  Indeed,  sir,  I 
thouffht  it  oui;ht  to  have  been  issued  immediatai- 
ly  aUer  he  had  seen  the  proelamation. 

Has  any  such  decree  yet  issued  f  No !  Has 
France  practically  complied  with  her  promise 
made  in  (he  letter  of  the  5th  August  1810,  signed 
by  the  Duke  de  Cadore  ?  If  she  has,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, then  are  we  bound,  the.  national  faith  and 
honor  are  bound,  and  no  consideration  ought  to 
induce  the  Senate  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Llotd.)  But  if  France 
has  not  complied  with  her  engagement,  if  her 
cruisers,  as  well  public  as  private,  continue,  under 
the  authority  of  the  {Imperor,  to  act  in  the  man- 
ner authorized  by  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
then  our  honor  calls  upon  us,  the  national  honor 
imperiously  calls  upob  us  to  place  both  nations 
precisely  in  the  situation  in  which  they  were 
when  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  dated 
November  2,  1810,  was  issued  $  nor  ought  the 
doing  so  to  affect  the  ulterior  measures  contem- 
plated against  Great  Britain.  In  acting  thus, 
our  conduct  will  be  exactly  correspondent  with 
that  adopted  by  the  Executive,  on  bis  being  in- 
formed that  Great  Britain  had  disavowed  the 
arrangement  entered  into  with  Mr.  Erskine. 
This  we  are  bound  to  do,  if  even  we  should  im- 
mediately thereafter  enact  a  law  interdicting  all 
importation:  from  both  nations.  Nay,  sir,  men 
of  nice  notions  of  honor  will  believe  that  we  can- 
not honorably  pursue  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
until  we  have  freed  ourselves  from  the  deception 
practised  upon, us  by  France,  if  (as  is  asserted) 
she  has  not  complied  with  her  part  of  the  compact. 
What  evidence,  have  we  that  France  has  not 
complied  ?  The  document  before  me  from  the 
Secreury  of  State,  respecting  the  trade  to  the 
Baltic,  proves  that  French  privateers  have  com- 
pletely bloekaded  the  Sound,  which  is  the  usual 
entrance  to  that  sea;  that  they  capture  every 
American  vessel  in  their  power  bound  either  up 
or  down,  and  se^nd  their  papers  to  Paris,  where 
they  are  condemned  by  the  order  of  the  Emperor. 
It  may  not  bie  amiss  to  give  a  view  of  this  coarse 
of  conduct ;  for  to  gentlemen  unacquainted  with 
coouneroe  it  may  be  usefuL  Mr.  Erviqg,  oor 
Minister  at  Denmark,  was  sent  to  Copenhagen 
to  use  the  best  means  in  his  power  to  induce  the 
King  to  put  a  stopito  the  depredations  committed 
on  our  commerce  by  the  Danish  privateersl  He 
was  well  receiFed,  and  being  of  opinion  that  oor 
trade  would  meet  with  few  interruptions  in  fo- 
ture,  he  advised  thereof  the  American  Consub 
in  Sweden  and  Norway,  where  our  vessels  oso- 
ally  stop  for  information.  What  was  the  conse- 
quence? Why,  that  the  Americans,  thus  re- 
lieved from  danger,  as  they  supposed,  took  the 
usual  course  through  the  Sound,  to  all  the  poets 
in  the  Baltic,  and  many  went  safe.  The  French, 
informed  of  this  friendly  conduct  of  the  Ki%g  of 
Denmark,  despatched  a  number  of  privateers 
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to  Uke  SooDd,  .coiiq>lefee}7  bloijksdecl  4t,^Dd  cap- 
tured, wiiboQt  distiDCtion,  every  American  ihey 
oookl*  Tbe  olimber  (has  captured  was  not,  it  is 
true,  Ter^r  f  reat,  for  the  news  flew  on  tbe  wings 
of  the  Wmd,  and  the  Americana  were  tbe^eafier, 
for  safety,  eompelled  to  minffle  with  tbe  Britia^ 
convoys.  Incmed,  several  wnieh  had  assembled 
at  EUinore  were  saved  by  a  convoy  grapted  by 
Iha  King  of  Denmark. 

Mr.  President,  the  first  notice  of  the  French 
blockade  of  the  Baltic  waff  capture  and  conse- 
quent condemnation  on  varioas  pr^teits.  One 
vessel  was  condemaed  (it  appears  by  the  pro- 
cetdiags  of  the  court  of  Paris)  because  she  had 
€ome  to  anchor  in  a  port  in  Sweden,  where,  by 
'•eddent,  there  was  a  Sritiph  armed  vessel.  But, 
air,  another  reason  for  presuming  that  France 
has  not  complied  with  her  part  of  the  compact,  is 
the  laie  burning,  by  a  French  squadron  which 
iasved  from  Nantz  the  10th  day  of  January  last, 
of  every  American  vessel  they  met  having  a 
cargo  on  board.  The  ground  assigned  by  the 
commanders  of  those  vessels,  not  verbally  only, 
bat  by  certificates  signed  by  themselves,  ift,  be- 
cause the  vessel,  so  Inimt,  was  bound  to  or  froQi 
m  port  of  the  enemy  of  Fraifoe,  and  this  they 
eerlify  they  do  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  tbe 
French  Marine,  being  precisely  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  put  in  full  force  against  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States.  This  information  comes 
to  OS  in  a  shape  scarcely  questionable ;  but  as  the 
Hornet  must  sooh  arrive,  and  as  the  President 
will  by  her  receivie  such  information  as  will  put 
the  anoject  beyond  a  doubt,  either  in  one  way  or 
tiie  other ;  and  as  I  know  that  some  gentlemen 
are  unwilling  to  vote  without  official  informa- 
ttoD,  I  have  thought  it  most  proper  to  propose  the 
postponement,  until  such  time  ^s  must  give  as 
aiich  information. 

Mr.  President,  before  I  sit  down,  it  may  not  be 
unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  French  burning 
aquadron  left  France  fivje  days  after  the  departure 
of  the  frigate  Constitution,  at  which  time  (the 
Ml  Jaanary)  Mr.  Barlow  was  flattered  with  the 
expectation  that  he  would  succeed  in  every  ob- 
ject of  his  mission. 

Mr.  Lloyd  said,  knowing  as  he  did  the  dis- 

CsitieB  of  the  Senate,  he  should  probably  not 
ve  troubled  them  with  any  remarks  on  this 
«ceasion^  had  he  not,  in  compliance  with  official 
wage,  and  tbe  instructions  of  committee,  been 
the  organ  of  a  report  repugnant  alike  to  his  feel- 
ings sod  opinioas^hostile,  as  he  believed,  to  the 
interest  of  tbe  nation,  and  adverse  to  the  petition- 
ers, who  were  a  large  body  of  bis  constituents— 
hiM  fellow-townsmen,  many  of  whom  he  persdn- 
Mf  knew— who  were  equal  in  respectabilh]^  to 
may  class  of  citizens  in  the  United  States,  and 
WBorbad  a  deep  interest  in  the  decision  of  the 
qoc^tion*^  question  on  which,  in  many  cases 
wrottld  depend  the  loss  or  preservation  of  the 
fruits  of  naaoy  years  of  their  industry,  and  the 
continuance  of  their  occupations,  and  perhaps  sub- 
sistence, and  which,  if  decided  adversely,  might 
teduce  some  of  them  from  ease  and  affiuence  to 
penory  and  «;mbarrassmant« 


This  claim  arises  fnun  the  prosecution  of  an 
honorable,  a  lucrative  aad  accustomed  trade, 
which  had  met  the  approbation  of  Government 
ftnd  to  the  revenues  of  whicli  it  had,  largely  con- 
tributed-*he  alluded  to  the  ttade  with  QreaX 
Britain.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  trade  form- 
erly the  n^rcbimts  of  the  United  States  warn 
almost  invariably  the  debtors;  they  obuined  their 
goods  on  a  credit  not  uafrequentiy  of  twelve 
months,  but  for  a  few  years  past  the  course  of 
the  trade  had  almost  entirely  change^.  Owing 
to  the  extension  of  cpmmerce-^-the  diffusion  of 
wealth  and  capital-^the  iacraased.  ability  of  the 
merchants  of  the  United  Statea-^the  fiaeililifls 
afiorded  by  the  banks— An4  the  tinezampled  de- 
pression ot  th^  course  of  exchange,  the  mercha&ts 
of  Great  Britain  had  in  their  turn  become  tJie 
bankers  and  debtors  of  those  of  the  United  States, 
the  latter  of  whom  now  very  generally,  ioatead 
of  purchasing  goodi  m  England,  on  credit,  remit- 
ted exchange  at  the  time  of  furnishing  their 
orders  for  shipments. 

Th<^  orders,  it  is  very  veil  known  to, every 
man  in  the  smallest  degree  conversant  with  the 
trade,  must  be  in  the  hands  of  Jthe  manufocturecs 
•several  months  before  they  can  be  executed, 
being  principally  given  for  articles  calculated  for 
a'  particular  market  and  not  suited  for  any  atk». 
This  is  more  especially  the  case  with  the  im- 
porters of  hardware  and  cutlery,  who  are  ohUffad 
to  give  their  orders,  six,  nine,  of  perhaps  twelve 
months  in  advance,  and  so  soon  asan^  order  is 
delivered,  it  becomes  a  compact^  which  cannot 
be  dissolved  hut  with  the  consent  of  all  the  part- 
ies engaged  in  it.  Thus  are  situated  some  of  thp 
petitioners,  several  of  whom  had  transmitted 
their  orders  prior  to  the  issuing  of  tbe, Pcieeidenfs 
proclamation  of  November  2,  idlO,  hut  which 
could  not  be  executed  aad  got  ready  for  ship- 
ment by  the  2d  of  Februftry,  1811,  whea  the 
trade  was  closed.  On  this  class  of  petitioners, 
the  non*importation  act,  therefore,  has  a  most 
unjust  and  complete  ex' ffosi  facto  operation«<- 
they  are  punished  for  the  pro6ecntio&  of  their 
lawful  trade,  and  for  not  knowing  what  did  not 
exist.  The  daim  of  this  class  of  petitioners,  then, 
is  incontrovertible,  and  if  the  trade  is  to  continae 
interdieied,  and  ji  sacrifice  is  required  to  be  made 
for  the  public  good,  it  is  the  doty  of  the  nation 
and  not  the  individual  to  sustain  it. 

It  has  been  said^  the  merchants  ooght  to  have 
been  aware  of  the  state  of  the  countr^-^that  the 
GovemaMnt  gav6  them  ample  wanuag  of  the 
crisis  that  vras  approaching,  and  they  shoohl 
have  forborne  their  adventures.  On  the  contrary, 
sir,  the  Governadent,  when  it  renewed  the  Ma- 
im portaJtioi^  act,  left  entirely  open  the  export 
trade— hy  so  doing  it  saninioned  that  trade,  and 
tacitly  invited  the  merchants  to  engage  in  it. 
In  what  did  this  export  trade  consist?  Priwii- 
pally  in  grain  and  floor  shipped  to  the  ports  pos- 
sessed by  the  British  in  Portugal  and  Spain—* to 
Lisbon  and  Cadiz.  It  was  well  known  that 
Spain  and  Portugal,  as  countries,  were  devasta- 
ted, and  wholly  exhausted.  They  were  utterly 
destitute  of  produce  wherewith  to  make  returaaL 
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U  wts  perfeetif  w«H  tmclcratood  tkat  paf  metna 
eoald  alone  be  reeeiTed  hf  drafts  on  Epgiand — 
for  tbeir  speeie  eould  boI  be  withdrawD  from 
tiMMKe — the  exportatioD  of  it  it  prohibited  uoder 
reiy  heavy  peaalties,  perbapt  eapiul  oaefi— the 
oalf  reeoVree  theo  wbteh  reaiaibed  to  realize  the 
property^  was  by  bills  of  eaehaiiffe  frotn  Amerlea, 
and  this  cbaQoel  has  completely  failed  for  the 
want  of  objeots  in  irhieb  the  parcbasers  ooold 
iarest  the  property  so  long  ai  iipportaiioas  were 

Cht&rted.  Tims,  theo,  are  the  merohabts  totally 
red  froDS  reah^ag  their  funds  arising  from  a 
trade  encouraged  b^  their  owd  GloTemtneiit,  and 
the  proeeeds  of  wbieh  hare  entered  In  a  country, 
where  alone,  frbm  the  nauire  of  that  trad^j  it 
eould  not  bdt  be  deposited ;  and  hence  then  it 
follows,  that  the  iiapertinff-  and  exporting,  mer- 
cbanu  hare  both  a  well-loaiided  cl^im  on  the 
aid  of  Gereitunent  before  war  commences,  for 
the  aequisitton  of  tbeir  property^ndeed  no  mein , 
could  raUonally  suppose  the  Ckiremment  would 
commence  a  war  with  the  exelosion^  of  iti  So 
hr  from  it  that  it  has  been  a  generally  received 
opinion,  if  war  were  actqally  intended,  the  ports 
ot  the  United  States  wouta  be  first  opened  for 
inpottations ;  and  if  it  be  dasirable  on  the  part  of 
the  GtoTerament,  as  it  seems  lo  be  iu  wieh  to 
iiiprees  oa  the  pevnleibe  probability  ohoeftainty 
of  war,  the  doing  this,  tflteoded^ith  eorrespend- 
iag  meaaaree  of  preparation ,  woold  ^Rsot  it  much 
more  readily  than  by  aiiy  other  step  that  oonld 
ba  taken. 

Bot  it  is  said,  the  United  States  are  pledged  to 
Fcaaee.  Trite  and  tiresome  ae  this  topic  has 
become,  he  mast  be  allowed/  briefly  to  retrace  «t. 

By  the  act  of  May  1,  ISIO,  it  was  provided 
dtet  in  ease  either  €hreit  Bricaih  or  France 
ahot^d,  before  the. 3d  of  March,  1811,  so  reyoke 
or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  should  cease  to 
i^lolata  the  neattal  eK>ilaimerce  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  sbcFold  declare- the  fact;  and 
if  the  other  nation  did  not  in  Uke  nWDaer  revoke 
m  modify  her  edicts  with  is  three  months  there- 
after, the  restrktroas  oa  the  comhierce  of  the 
Bation  eo  refusing  should  be  revived. 

On  the  dtb  August,  1810,  the  Duk^  of  Cadore 
addressed  a  note  to.  Mr.  ArmstVong  suiting  that 
the  deereea  of  Pmnoe  were  revoked,  and  would 
eeaae  to  operate  on  the  1st  of  November  sdc- 
oeeding. 

Oaifee  2d  of  November  the  PresideM  issaed 
his  proclamation,  declaring  that  the  French  de- 
cteea  were  revoked,  aad  importations  from  €h*eat 
Bficain  sobseqoently  to  the  2d  of  Febroary,  1811, 
ware  of  consequence  prohibited. 

Mt.  Llovo  said,  in  this  inquiry^  although  be 
^oteidered  the  decision  of  the  President  as  ex- 
treme ill-judged  and  anfortunau,  he  should 
not  avail  of  his  station  to  ofihr  a  direct  insuh  to 
the  highest  atrthorhy  of  the  nation.  He  meant 
BOI  to  impaga  his  motirea— 'possibly  the  Presi* 
dent  imM[tned,  that  by  confiding  in  the  assuraaeeb 
of  the  Prenoh  ^Government,  perfidr  might  be 
rradered  honesi—that  Ftaace  might  for  once 
liilfii  faithfully  the  engagements  she  bad  enters 
iwo,  aad,  this  being  done,  that  the  British  Orders 


in  Council,  professedly  and  expressly  predicalad 
upon  the  Beelin  decree,  would  tall  of  course,  and 
that  we  shouUl  thus  happilv  set  rid  of  a  systemi 
which  had  been  a  race  of  folly  all  round  the 
compass,  equally  as  h  regards  France,  Great 
Britain,  aad  the  United  States ;  a  system  in  whteh 
these  nations  had  become  esataagled  by  tMt 
pas8ioas-*to  which  they  ^ninaciously  adhered, 
probablv  in.  spile  of  conviction,  to  the  injury  of 
^their  subjects  and  citiaens,  and  from  which  none 
of  them  nas  the  manliness  or  magnanimity  first 
to  cut  adrlA. 

Has  France,  sir,  fulfilled  her  enaageaieat? 
For  proof^  let  me  only  refer  to  the  3a  article  of 
the  Milan  decree,  wlvioh  enacts — "^That  everf 
'  ship  of  whateyer  nation,  or  whatsoever  the  aatore 
^  of  its  eargo^  which  sails  from  or  proceeds  to  the 
*  ports  of  llnglaad,  or  those  of  its  colonies,  or  of 
'  countries  occupied  by  English  troops,  shall  be 
^  good  and  lawful  prize,  and  may  be  captured  bj 
<  the  ships  of  war,  or  privateers  of  ti'raace.^  la 
our  commerce  to  such  ports  noW  allowed  ?  Have 
these  provisions  of  the  decree  ceased  to  be  acted 
upoa  4  It  would  be  a  libel  upon  the  intell^^Dca 
aad  vigilant  aMedtion  of  the  Senate  to  ciie  la* 
stances  of  tbeir  continued  and  conilant  etiforea* 
ment*  On  the  importation  of  British  manafao- 
turei  our  own  laws  have  int^dioted  the  poaai* 
bility  of  their  opeiation  for  the  past  twelve 
months-^bt^  captures  of  vessels  coming  from  aad 
goiagtoGkeat  Joritain  are  aotorioos  to  every  one, 
|ind  the  shelves  of  the  Departmaat  of  Stale  wBCf 
or  might  be,  lumbered  with  broofs  of  the  dai&v 
application  of  thb  articile  of  the  decree  lo  Amecio 
can  vessels,  which  areeHptwed,  butnt,  orscatitled. 
from,  and  goinj  to  ports  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
in  possession  of  the  British  $  and  leal  we  shoold 
not  credit  the  accooats  of  oar  plundered,  oaship- 
pedj  cast-oir  seamen^  arriving  destitute  at  home— 
lest  we  should  not  credit  the  solemn  depoaittoaa 
of  the  masters  and  mates  of  vessels  that  have 
been  taken  aad  deatrofed-^lest  we  should  not 
credit  the  testimoBy  of  insoraoto  companies  who 
have  paid  forty,  firty^  or  sijety  thousand  dolkn 
oa  single  losses  of  this  deseri|litioQ*-*lest  perver- 
siom'  or  iacredulity  shoald  not  even  credit  all 
these  witnesses— in  order  to  lastea  the  outrage 
upoa  us,  insuk  is  add^  to  injury^— and  the  cotn- 
mander  of  the  deetroying  squadron,  scarcely  a 
month  stace,  under  bis  own  hands,  certifies  the 
facts,  and  tells  you  hedoeeihii^  aot,  sir,  forhia 
own  security^  not  lo  prevent  information  oi  hia 
coarse  being  given  to  his  enemies,  but  la  conae- 
quepce  of  expess  orders  from  the  Minister  of 
Mariae  aad  ot  Colonies,  so  bte  even  as  Janaary 
last;  aad  avows  his  instructions  to  be,  to  eaptttra. 
or  destroy  all  vessels '  bound  to  or  from  Great 
Britaii^  or  hfS  dcpeadeoeies,  or  conatries  in  h^r 
possession.  la  other  words,,  to  carry  into  full 
effect  the  previsions  of  the  Beriia  decree.  After 
this,  who  will  pretend  that  the  detreeshaveeeased 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  th^  Uilited 


*  On  the  ship  Telegraph  done,  bound  from  New 
York  to  Lisbon,  destroy  by  tivd  Fnsach  IUgates>lhe 
iasuraaee  efisein  thatdty  paidstitythsnisnd  iillsas 
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States,  or  that  they  owe  any  obligation,  express  or 
iiDplied,  except  that  of  TeBgeance,  to  France  ? 

What,  sir,  would  be  the  effect  of 'a  suspension 
of  the  non-im|K)rtation  act  on  ourselves?  In  six 
months  after  importations  were  admitted,  or  in 
three  months  after  it  was  fully  known,  if  war 
was  also  exp^ted,  it  would  replenish  your  coffers 
by  placing  ten  millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury — 
it  would  strengthen  your  merchants, and  might  en-* 
able  them,  by  getting  their  property  from  abroad, 
to  co-operate  with  tne  Gbirernment,  and  to  ad- 
vance aouble  the  amount  of  the  loan  recently  at- 
tempted to  be  raised,  the  result  of  which,  as  it 
regards  individnal  subscriptions,  has  disappointed 
every  political  man  in  the'nation,  whatever  may 
be  his  tenets.  Indeed,  if  war  be  inetitable,  na 
man  in  his  senses  can  deny  that  it  Would  be 
highly  expedient — that  it  would  be  greatly  for 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  if  every  .guinea 
in  the  British  exchequer,  if  every  shilling's  worth 
of  merchandise  in  her  kingdom,Vefe  transported 
to  this  country  even  on  cr^it.  •  If  this  were  the 
case,  it  would  afford  the  means  of  coromencinff 
and  continuing  the  war  with  better  effect,  and 
longer  duration  if  needAil,  and  would  enlist  in 
your  favor  a  powerfnl  body  of  men  in  that  coun- 
try, who  would  constantly  be  advocating  your 
cause,  and  urgibf  the  termination  of  urar  and 
the  settlement  of  peace.  Reverse  the  picture, 
mnd  interdict  the  recovery  of  this  property — you 
weaken  yourselves^mpoverich  your  merchants 
at  the  outset*— alienate  their  affections  from  their 
own  Gorernment*— insure  their  endeavors  to  force 
you  into  a  speedy  and  perhaps  almost  dishonor- 
able peace ;  and  instead  of  securing  the  influence 
of  the  British  merchants  and  manufacturers  in 
yobr  favor,  and  in  favor  of  peace,  you  offer  them 
a  bribe,  to  encourage  and  protract  the  war,  in 
order  that  they  may  hold  the  large  amount  <^ 
American  property  now  in  their  bands,  for  their 
own  use  and  on  their  own  terms,  with  or  without 
interest,  during  its  continuance. 

Seeing,  then,  that  no  pledge,  real,  honorarv,  or 
imaginary,  towards  France,,  for  a  persisfence  in 
these  restrictions,  does  or  can  exist — that  the 
merchants  of  the  United  States  have  a  just  and 
equitable  claim  for  a  suspepsion  of  them^  and 
that  such  suspension  would  in  his  opinion  greatly 
benefit  the  interest  of  the  country,  he  felt  it  his 
dutjF  to  move,  whatever  fate  might  await  the 
motion,"  That  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 
'Boston  be  again  referred  to  a  committee,. with 
'  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
*  petitioners." 

The  question  on  postponement  was  now  taken, 
and  was  determined  in  the  affirmafiFe— yeas  13, 
nays  6,  as  follows : 

YiAs-— Messrs,  Bibb,  CaupbeU  of  Tennessee,  Con^' 
dil,  Craw^rd,  Ckiits,  Gregg,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  pf 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Turner,  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
Idoyd,  and  Werthingion. 

Thursoay,  May  7. 
The  bill  to  admit  the  entry  of  vessels  of  the 
United  Sutss  on  certain  conditions  having  been 


reported  by  the  Commit^  correctly  engroas^df 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  to, annex  a  part  of 
West  Florida  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,''  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com* 
mittee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  BAVAtin,  and  Tait,  wm 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration. of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ninian  Pinkney.  And  on  the  qnestidn,*  Shall 
Ibis  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  7  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wh<^C|  (^9  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled,  "Att 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F.  Reddiok  $"  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  readinc^ 

On, motion,  the  bilK  entitled.  **  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Trustees  of  the  Washington  College," 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  an«. 
report^  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Dana,  WoBTBiif<»» 
TOM,  and  Bbent,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


'     Friday,  May  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representattvea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  «;n(i|ied  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act^  entitled 
^An  act  to  establish  a  quartermaster's  departraeoCi 
and  for  other  purposes,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  vras  read,  and  passed  to^ 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  ANnsRsoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  relerre<f  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  bet-^ 
ter  regulation  of  the  ordnance,'^  reported  it  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  considered  as  in  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to,  and  the  Pre- 
sident reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord  infly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative.  v 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whooft 
was  referred  the  bill)  entitled.  "An  act  making 
further  provision  ior  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates,'*  reported  it  with  an  amendment^  which 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  agi-eed  to ;  and  the  President  reported  the  biil 
to  the  HoMse  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  CAiiPBE(,L,of  Tennessee,  from  the  eomihit- 
tee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^  Aa 
act  to  annex  a  part  of  West  Florida  to  the  Miasia* 
sippi  Territory,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  considered  as  in  Committee  ^  the 
Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  And  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  apcordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affiirmr 
ative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ninian  Pinkney  hav« 
ing  been-  reported  by  the  Committee  cprreetlf 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Andjbrson,  Mk»  Popi  waa 
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added  lo  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  makioj?  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  sQpport  of  Qoveriiment  for  the 
year  1812,**  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Leib. 

Mr.  Andebsou,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  last  mentioned,  without  further  amend- 
ment. 

On  the  questioi).  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  thrrd 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  theaffiir- 
macive. 

Mr.  Pope  submitted  the  foUowins^  motion  for 
consideration : 

WbartMy  the  condiiet  of  the  French  Government, 
in  finluig  to  make  compeneation  for  the  property  of 
the  eitizeDs.  of  the  United  States,  aeized  and  confie- 
cated  under  the  Rambouiliet  decree,  in  the  year  1810, 
in  excluding  from  France*  by  enornaous  discriminating 
duUee,  oar  tobacco  and  cotton,  the  principal  articles  of 
export  in  the  southern. and  southwestern  parts  of  the 
United  States,  contrary  to  our  just  expectations,  au- 
thorized by  the  assurances  of  her  Minister ;  besides 
granting  licenses  to  carry  on  a  trade  from  certain  ports 
of  the  United  States,  so  disrespectfbrto  the  feelings, 
80  derogatory  to  the  sovereignty  of  an  independent 
nation;  and  the  recent  and  repeated  aggressions  of 
bar  pnbKc  uid  private  armed  vessels  on  the  lawftil 
eoBiinOTee  of  the  Untied  States;  demand,  fram  the 
iBUMitiality,  honor,  and  digmty  of  this  Qovemment, 
a  oavowal  of  the  amrangment  nade  with  her,  which 
taok  eAsci  on  the  9d  day  of  Navomber,  1810,  a  maas- 
me  eakttlated  to  inspire  gfeneral  confidence  and  re? 
spocty  and  to  convince  eveiy  tfne  American  that  Uie 
o^ect  of  his  Government  is,  to  unite  the  people  in  a 
manly  American  effort  to  resist  foreign  aggression : 
And  whereas  many  of  our  cHixens,  under  an  etpecta- 
tion,  or,  at  least,  a  hope,  of  a  change  in  our  relations 
inth  Great  Britain,  have,  in  the  course  of  trade,  ac- 
quired property  abroad  not  admissible  by  existing 
laws  into  the  United  States,  the  importation  gf  whicn 
It  is  reasonable  and  expedient  to  permit ;  expedient, 
because  it  will  not  only  prevent  injuries  and  lods  to 
many  of  our  citiaens,  but  aid  our  finances,  cheapen  the 
public  supplies  until  a  sufficiency  can  be  procured  of 
home  raanu&eture,  and  leaaen  the  necessity  of  inter- 
nal taxes  to  carry  on  the  war  in  which  we  may  be  en- 
gaged with  Great  Brit«n :  therefore, 

Resohed,  That  the  act,  entitled  *<An  act  concerning 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  first  day  of 

Ma  J,   18  fO,  except  ttie section  thereof;  all  the 

force  and  efSdct  of  the  President's  proclamation,  issued 
in  virtne  thereol^  on  the  — —  day  of  ,  in  the-same 
yaar;  and  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to 
the  net,  entitled  <An  act  concerning  the  commercial 
talflsooune  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britr 
ain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  1811, 
ought  to  be  repealed,  annulled,  and  set  aside ;  and  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 
purpose. 

Monday,  May  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act, 

entitled  ^An  act  to  establish  a  quartermaster's 

department,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 

second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee. 


to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  An- 
derson, Varnum,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  hill,  entitled  <*An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1813,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

The  aoiendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act 
to  annex  a  paH  of  West  Florida  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Territt)ry,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended;  and,  on  motion,  the 
title  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  "An 
act  to  enlarge  the  bbundaries  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory.^* 

Rescihed^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
for  the  better  re?alation  of  the  ordnance,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ;  ana,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  was  far- 
ther amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Grbcio,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bHl,  entitled  ^An  act  to  extend  the 
right  of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois  Territory,"  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbg(/L,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the 
petiuon  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  said  Territory, 
on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  bill^  which  was 
read,  and  the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whonoi  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  pro- 
viding for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Reaohed,  TJiat  a  committee  be  app<Mnted  to  inquire^ 
if  any,  what,  further  provision  is  necessary  to  compel 
the  residence  and  attendance  of  Territorial  judges  in 
their  respective  Territories,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 


Tuesday,  May  12. 

Mr.  Bayard  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  aomission  of 
the  State'  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to 
extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said 
Stat?." 

Mr.  Greqo  presented  the  memorial  of  certain 
persons,  subjects  of  the  Crown  of  Portugal,  and 
masters  of  Portuguese  vessels,  which  arrived  at 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  since  the  passage  of  the 
last  embarfiro  law,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
cargoes  of  nour  and  other  provisions,  and  praying 
to  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  ports  of  their  own 
country  with  such  cargoes. 
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Oo  motion ,  by  Mr.  Greoo,  the  roemorial  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Greoo,  Anderson, 
Bayard,  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Tatlob, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  ihe  memorial  of 
Charles  Selden,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  presented  on, the  22d  April,  was 
also  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Worthinoton, 
which  was  amended  and  afl^reed  to,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
iD<|uire,  if  any,  what',  further  provision  is  neces- 
sary to  compel  the  riesldence  and  aUendance  of 
judges  in  their  respective  circuits,  distriets,  and 
territories,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise ;  and  also  into  the  propriety  of  probibttiog 
the  judges  from  practising  in  the  State  courts.  * 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bayard,  Worthino- 
ton, and  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Hepresentatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  res- 
olution authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in. which  res- 
olution they  now  request  the  concnrrenoe  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
mptioii  made  on  the^th  instantj  by  Mr.  Pope,  on 
the  subject  of  commercial  restrictions. 

Oa  the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  pass?  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  8^  nays  15, 
as  follows: 

Tbas— -Messn.  Bayard,  Dtna,  German,  Gilman, 
Cbodricbf  Horsey,  Pope,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Gregg, 
Howell,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tatt»  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Varnum. 

.  Wednesday,  May  13. 

The  DOmber  of  Senators  present  not  being  suf- 
ficient to  constitute  a  quorum,  on  motion,  that 
the  Senate  adjourn,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  8,  nays  5.  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Bibls  Crawford,  Gaillard,  GUman, 
Gregg,  Robinson,  Tait,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  German,  Horsey,  Taylor, 
and  Worthington. 

Thursday,  May  14. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken 
of  the  population  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  extend  the  right  of  sufirage  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
Gomnuttee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 


ment, the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly.   ^ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
lime  as  amended  ?  it  wjas  determined  in  the  affir^- 
mative. 

Mr.  Worthinoton,  from  the  eommittee  to. 
whom  wi^s  referred  the  bill,  entitkd  "An  act  to 
ascertain  and  establish  the  western  boundary  of 
the  tract  reserved  A)r  satisfying  the  military 
bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  yirginia  line  or  continental  establishment," 
reported  ifVith  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eirtltled  ^Aa 
act  providin|;  for  thfe  government  of  the  Teril- 
tory  x)f  Louisiana,"  together  with  the  amende 
ments  reported  thereto  by  the  selett  committee; 
and  having  agreed  thereto,  the  Priesident  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  bill 
was  further  amended ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Tait,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  Representaiivea 
informed  the  Senate  that  th«  House  have  paaaad 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Seoaie,  eatitled 
^'An  ae(  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  by  the  BameafBd  atyie  of  the  Me« 
chanfcs'  Baak^f  Alexandria,^'  with  amemKneBta,. 
in  which  they  reqiiest  the  concnrreBee  of  \\» 
Senate. 

Mr.  Wo!ftTBiNBT<yir,  from  the  oomn^«e«  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to^ 
authorize  the  electitm  of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

Mr.  Bayard  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^*An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
into-  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  State;  and  the  bill  waa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  biU,eiititkd  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  N.  Stout,"  reported  it  without  ameiidfiients 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,- reported  a  bill  anthoriztng 
an  inerease  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bai^  of 
Washington ;  and  the  bill  waa  r^ad,  and  passed* 
to  the  second  readings 

The  Senate  i>roeeeded  to  eonsider  the  ameod* 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  iu  th» 
town  of  Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  ef 
the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Aletandtia,"  and  cOtt* 
cnrred  therein. 


Friday,  May  15. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act 
to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amen&d,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
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eonsider  tlie  subject,  reported  a  bill  respecliog 
Ibe  judges  of  the  Uoited  States;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  ihe  secpnd  reading. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken  of 
the  population  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  was 
read  the  second  tinie. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repr^eatiitires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  bounda- 
ries," with  an  amendment  I  in  which,  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bUl 
last  mentioned  ;  and  concurred  therein. . 

The  bill  authoriziogan  increase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
N.  Stout,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
into  the  Union,  and  to  extend-  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  State,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  the  question,  Shall  tbis  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determiDedin  the 
affirmatjye. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  having  been  report^ 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  it  wy  re^d 
A  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  providing  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,"  as  ameiKled; 
and  tlie  bill  was  further  amended. 

On  the  qnestion,  Shall  this  bill  l^  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deterdiined  in  the  af-' 
firmative. 

Monday,  May  18. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  ds  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the.coasideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  western  bound- 
ary of  tbe  tract  rtaerved  for  satisfying  the  mili- 
tary bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establish-; 
ment,"  together^  with  the  amendfnents  reported 
thereto  by  the' select  committee,  which  were 
agreed  to;  and  tbe  bill  having  been  further 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  hilt  respecting  the  judges  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  secotid  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thutnas' 
and  William  Streshly,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate.   They  have  also  paned  a  bill,  eoiitied  *<Ad 


act  for  the  relief  of*  Anna  Young,  heiress  and 
representative  of  Col.  John  Durkee,  deceased," 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read, and  passed  to* 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amende 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ^^An  act  fop  the  relief  of  Thomas  and 
William  Streshly,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
election  of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
for  Qther  purpose^,"  together  ivith  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  select  committee;  and 
having  agreed  thereto,  in  part  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  nntil  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cau^e  a  census  to  be  taken  of 
the.  population  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  was 
resumed. 

Ordered,  l*hat  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Greoo  presented  sundry  petitions,  signed 
by  a  large  ntimber  of  persons  residinc^  in  the 
comity  of  Philadelphia,  and*  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, deprecating  the  horrors  of  war,  and  pray- 
ing the  united  efforts  of  Congress  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  the  continuation  of 
the  blessings  of  peace. 

Mr.  WoBTHiNOTOif  gave  notice  that  to-mor- 
row he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making 
further  provisrbn  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  sec- 
tions of  land  in  the  Stat^  of  Ohio,  and  to  dis^ 
tribute  certain  copies  of  the  land  laws. 

TcBSDAY,  May  19. 

The  bill,  entUhBd  **An*aci  for  the  relief  of 
Anna  Young,  heiress  and  representative  of  CoU 
onel  Joh|i  Durkee,  deceased,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond timd,  arrd  referred  to  a-  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Oooo- 
RICH,  GftEQO,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WosfHtif OTON  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
sale  of  the  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certain  copies  of  the 
land  laws  y  Und  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  t6 
the  second  reading. 

.  Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment the  persons  therein  mentioned,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

The  resolntion  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  a  cenius  to  be  taken 
of  the  population  of  tbe  Mississippi  Territory, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wo»thingtoit.  it  was  re- 
ferred tb  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tatlok,  WoRTHrNO- 
TON,  and  Batabd,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act 

Eroviding  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
touisiana,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
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tbird  time  as  ameiatled,  and  was  further  amended 
by  unanimous  consent 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  ascertain  and  establish  the  western  boundary 
of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  military 
bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishm^ent," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  lurtber  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Anobrson,  froi;a  toe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  actto^mend 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  a  quarter- 
master's department,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported it  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  billj  entitUd  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  election  of  sherifis  in  the  In- 
diana Tefritory^aod  for  other  purposes.^' 

On  motion,  Dy  Mr.  Bayaru,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday 
next. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting  the 
judges  of  the  United  States yas  resumed;  and, 
on  the  question,  @hall  this  bul  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


THURsnAY,  Mny  21. 

The  bill  making  further  provisipn  for  the  sale 
of  the  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certain  copies  of  the  land 
laws,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  respecting  the  judges  of  the  United 
States  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  tipae,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  ^- 
tablish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  re- 
served for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line  on  continental  establishment."  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  providing  for  the  government  of  .the 
Territory  of  Louisiana,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
makinff  further  provision  for  settling  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the  outstanding 
elaiins  for  the  coostruction  and  repair  of  the 
Capitol  and  the  President's  house,  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  late  surveyor  of  the  public  build- 
ings, and  for  furniture  lor  the  diflerent  apart- 
ment^  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

.  The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comminee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  discharge 
from  imprisonment  the  persons  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  Mr.  Varndm  was  requested  to  take 
the  chair ;  and  the  bill  having  been  debated,  the 
President  resumed  the  chair;  and  Mr.  Varnum 
reported,  from  the  Cf>mmittee  of  the  Whole,  that 
the  bill  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  De« 
cemb^r  next;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
report,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative-r-yeas 
16,  nays  5,  as  follaws : 

Ykas — -Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Gaillard.  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Var- 
num,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Leib,  Reed,  and 
Smith  of  N^w  York. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  a  quartermaster's 
department,  ^and  for  pther  purposes,"  together 
with  tbie  amendment  reported  1>y  the  sefect  com- 
mittee; and,  having  agreed  thereto,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  it  was  read  a  tbird  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
cnent  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate^ to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  providing  for  the*  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  election  of  sheriffs  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  re- 
sumed; and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  authorizinfif  an  increase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank^f  Washington  was  resumed ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  w^s  post- 
pone until  Monday  next. 


Friuayj  May  22. 

The  amendments,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  theelection  of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  having  been, 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  ebsrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana,"  was.  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Yarnum,  Wor- 
thington, and  Brent,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the 
outstanding  claims  for  the  construction  and  repair 
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of  tbe  Capital  and  tbe  Pfcsidei^t's  house,  for  the 
coitipeDsatioD  of  tbe  late  dur? eyor  of  the  public 
buildings,  and  for  fbroiture  for  tbe  different  apart- 
ments of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  pnrpoaes," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,'  to  consider  and  report  thereop  i  and 
Messrs.  Tatlob,Dana,  and  Used,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ar  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  baking  further  provision  for  the 
sale  of  the  reservsd  sections  of  land  in  the  State* 
of  Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certain  conies  of  the 
land  laws  J  and  tbe  further  consideration  tbertof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next.  . 

Mr.  Varnum  gave  notice  that,  oa  Mondav  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  an  aet^  entitled  '^An^act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  mititia  of 
tbe  District  of  Columbia." 


Monday,  May  25. 

Mr.  Varndm  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  suppleihentary  to  an  act,  entitled  **An 
aet  more  elwctoaUy  toi)rovide  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  tbe  militi^  of  the  District  of  Colambia ;" 
imd  tbe  biU  was  twice  read  by  unaaiinous  con- 
sent, and  reierjed  to  a^ select  committee^  to  qon- 
stdw  ^d  report  thereon^  and  Messrs.  Varnum, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  and  AHDBaeroit,  wefe  ap- 
pointed the  committee.  . 

Tbe  eonsidertition  of  the  bill  making  further 

C'OvisioB  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  sections  of 
nd  in  the  State  oi  Ohio,  and  to  distribute  eer* 
tain  copies  of  the  land  laws,  was  rdsumed. 
-  On  tne  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  tim^?  it  was  determined  in 
the  afirmative,  ' 


TtTESDAT,  May  26. 

The  Prbsipbnt  pommunicated  the  resolutions 
of  the  citizens  of  the  first  Congressional  District 
of  Pennsylvania,  approbating  the  measures, of 
Grorernment  in  tbe  preparations  for  war  wjth 
Great  Britain,  and  particularly  the  conduct  of 
their  Representatives  in  Congress;  which  were 
read. 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  pro- 
Tiuing  for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  referred  to  a  selept  commit- 
tee, who  shnll  be  empowered  to  report,  by  bill  or 
otherwise,  such  amendments  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland. 
GoooRioB,  Anderson,  Qaillard,  \and  Ctreqig, 
were  appoiiUed  the  committee. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  tbe  Bank  of  Washington  was  resumed ; 
and  the  further  considl^ratioB  thereof  was.post^ 
poned  until  Monday  next; 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  the  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certain  copies  of  the  land 
kws,  having  been  reported  hy  the  committee  tor- 
neetly  eogrc^sed^  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


The  following  Message  was  received  from  tha 
President  of  the  Uniteo  States  : 
T^the  Senate  and  Howe  of ,   . 

RqKeseniative$oftie  United  States: 

I  commimicste  to  Congress,  for  their  informstioDy, 
copies  and  extracts  from  the  correspondence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  the  Minister  Henipotentisry  of  the 
United  States  at  Pads.  These  documents  will  place 
before-  Congress  the  actual  posture  of  our  relations 
with  France.  '      JAMES  MADISON. 

Mat  36,  1812. 

The  Message  and  documents  tberera  referred 
to  were  read,  and  twelve  hundred  copies  thereof 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  rbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  conferring  certain  powers 
on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of  Washington, 
m  the  District  of  Columbiisi^^'  in  which  bill  (hey 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  Inst  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Sccrctaiy  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  Senate  the  number  of  men  ordered  to  be 
supplied  by  each  State  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
their  respective  quotas  under  the  aet  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, entitled  <Ab  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  tbe  United  Stat^." 

Mr.  German  gave  notice"  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act.  enti- 
tled '^An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  retugees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  NoVa 
Scotia,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  passed  February 
24th,  1810.  . 

WEDNBaoAY,  May  27. 
.Mr.  GeriIan  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in' a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,.an  act,  entitled  "  An  aet  further  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces Of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  the  24th  of  February,  1810; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  respecting  the  quotas  of 
tnilitia  of  the  United  States,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  conferring  certain 
powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
read  the  second  tinte, 

A  messiage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
GUurrarrd ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend 
the  time  for  exporting,  with  the  privilege  of 
drawhadk,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  enti- 
tled thereto  by  law;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
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Willram  Ghirrard/'  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unaDimous  consent ;  and  referred  to  a  sel^t  eom- 
mittee,  to  consider  dnd  report  thereon^  ai^ 
Messrs.  Pope,  TAif,and  Cohdit,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Thursdait,  May  28. 

The  PassiD^NT  commaoicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  ^*  An  act  establishing  Navy  hospitals/' 
passed  the  26th  of  February^  1811 ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  further  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pro* 
▼inces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other 
purposes.''  passed  the  24th  of  February.  1810, 
was  read  the  second  time^and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and-  report  thereon  ;  and 
Messrs.  German,  Goodrich,  and  Gregg,  were 
appointed  the  comitiittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  extend  the  time 
for  exporting,  with  privilege  of  drawback,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  entitled  thereto  by  law,*^ 
was  read  the  second  tiine,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  no  amendments 
having  been  offered,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confeirring 
certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia" 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatireit 
informed  the  Senate  ^hat  the  House  haVe  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  perfect  or- 
ffanization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  f  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  author*, 
ising  (he  President  of  the  United  States  to  lease, 
for  a  term  of  years,  one  of  the  public  reservations 
of  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington ;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  laws  within 
the  District  of  Columbia  :|'  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three,  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  perfect 
organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  read 
the  second  time,  arid  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland^  Amobhson,  and  Varnum, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr,  Sm tTfl,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  the  memorials  of  Peter  Landais  were 
referred,  made  a  report ;  which'  was  read. 

Monday,  Jane  1. 
The  President  commofiieated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Deparfmeat  of  War,  on  the 
number  of  men  required  by  each  State  under  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States;"  made  in 
obedience  to  a  resoltttion  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th 


of  May  last ;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  refer* 
red  to  a  select  committee^  to  consist  of  five  theoi- 
befrs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
othii^wise;'  and  Messrs.  SMiTff,  of  Maryland, 
Varnum,  Condit,  GKi^man,  and  Grboo,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considerattoB  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  aet  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  *An  act  to  establish  an  Execmire 
Department,  to  be  denominated- the  Department 
o(  War,"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Grbgo,  the  fan- 
ther  eonsideration  of  the  bill  and  ameadmeDt  #at 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  tht^  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Peter 
Landais.  Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that  tha 
claii|i  of  Peter  Landais  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  A;i  act  authorizing*  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term 
of  years,  one  of  the 'public  reservations  of  ground 
in  the  City  of  Washington,"  was  read  the  secohd 
time.  . ' 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  amead  the  lawt 
within  the  District  of  Cohimbia,'.'  was  read  the 
second  tiitoe. 

The  WH,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  time 
for  exporting,  with  privilege  of  drawback,  goods* 
ware».and  merchandise,  eiuitled  thoeto  byjaw,'' 
wa«r  read  a  third  time,  at^d  passed* 

The  bill  authorizingan  inereaae of  the aapttal 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington;  was  resumed ; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  SmiTh,  of  Maryland)'  the 
further  cionsideratibn  thereof  was  postpoaed  ohtii' 
Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  .Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tha  House  disagree  c# 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enticed 
^An  act  concerning  the  Lev|  Court  of  the 
ooun.ty  of  Washington,  jn  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;"  they  also  disagree  to  the  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  ascertain  and  esuMish 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract'  reserved  for 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  toldiers  or  the  Virginia  liae  on  etraf- 
tinental  establishment.''  They  have  passeda  bilk 
entitled  '^  An  act  suppleinental  to  an  act,  entitled 
*  An  act  fbr  dividing  the  Indiana  Territorr  into 
two  separate  governments,"  in  which  bill  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  ^ead,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Garrard,"  reported  it  without  amende 
ment;  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend* 
ments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  aet  concerning  the 
Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  disagreed  to  by  the  Ho»e 
of  Representatives ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  ntatil  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  ascertain  and' 
establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  r»* 
served  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  aMowei 
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to  the  oflkers  aad  soliiers  of  the  Vii^ittk  ll&e  od 
eoatniental  establish neot,"  disagreed  to  by  Um 
Boose  of  R^esenta lives ;  and  oo  moHoo,  by  Mr. 
WorraiMOTON,  resolved  to  iasisr  oq  said  amende 
intttts. 

Mr.  VAB»nMy  from  the  committee  to  wkoaii 
was  refen^d  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  aot,  en- 
titled ^An  act  more  efieetttaiJy  to  provide  for  the^ 
organization  of  the  militid  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," reported  it  amended. 

A  eonfidi^tial  Message  was  receiyed  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion^ 
ike  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  4oors  of  the 
Seoate  Chao^ber  were  closed. 

TuESDAT,  June  2. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplemental  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  dividing  the  Indiana  Ter^ 
ritory  into  two  separate  govern  men  ts,"  -was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
met  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Ijevy  Court 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia ;"  and  on  mouon,  by  Mr.  Bataro,  it 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  confer 
and  report  thereon ;  apd  Messrs.  Batard,  Bbent, 
and  Dan A^  were  appointed  the  coi^miUee* 

On  motioQ,  by  Mr.  WoUtBiNOTOir,  the  bill,  en- 
titled ^An  act  to  amend  the  laws  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  repoi^  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Reed,  the  bill,  ei^titled  ^An 
act  aothorizinff  the  President  of  the  tJnited  States 
to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  one  of  the  publii^  res- 
ervations of  ground  in  the  City  of  Washinjjton," 
was  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  13th  April,  the  biM,  which  origina- 
ted in  the  Senate,  on  the  subjeet,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon.  ,  • 

The  Senate  resumed,  lis  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act,  entitled  <'An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  organizfition  of  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,^  together  with  the  amend  meiits 
reported  thereto  br  the  select  committee;  and 
having  agreed,  to  the  amendments,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 


Wbdnmdat,  Aone  3. 

Mt.  SiftT9,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  "Act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace 
Bstablishment,  and  for  other  purposes,''  reported 
that,  the  session  drawing  to  a  olose.  it  was  not 
omdient  at  this  time  to  consider  the  subject. 
Whereupon,  the  committee  were  discharged  nrom 
the  further  consideration  thereof.  < 

The  Senate  resumed  th^  eonsideratnHi  of  the 
MaeiKloMnts  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing the  Lev^  Court  of  the  ooonty  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Colombia,"  disagreed  to  by  the 
Hons^  of  Repreieniatives.  And  on^  motion  they 
vtm  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  refec- 


red,  yesterday,  the  bill  entifkd  ^An  a(^t  conferring 
certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,",  to 
consider  and  report  thereon^ 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  an 
act,  entitled  *An  act  for  dividing  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory into  two  separate  (B^overnments,'^'  was  re- 
sumed, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  > 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  supplementary  to  . 
an  act,  entitled  *^An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- ' 
vide  for  the  ors^anization  of  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia."  ^ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined 
in  th^  affirmative. 

The  biU,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Q^rrard,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  VarHuM;  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making 
further  provision  for  lettUuff  the  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,"  reported  k  amended.  J 

Mr.  GreoO)  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the.  memorial  of  James  Wilkinson,  re-^ 
ported  a  sutement  of  his  account  with  th^  Unt-» 
ted  States. 

The  Phesi  DENT  communicated  the  resolutions  of  * 
the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  Richmond,  Man- « 
t^ester,  and  their  vicinities,  on  the  subject  of  our   * 
relations  with  Gres^t  Britain  and  France ;  which 
were  read. 


^ 


/ 


THuasAAV,  June  4. 

The  bill  authorizinffan  increase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  was  resumed ; 
and  on  motion,  bf  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  {postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  October  next. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  more  effectufilly  to  pi^vide  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  * 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  • 
engrossed,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  that  it  be  re-  • 
committed  for  further  amendment,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative ;  and  the  bul  was  read  a 
third  time,'and  nassed.  \ 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  enpplemejital  to  an  t 
act,  entitled  ^An-  act  for  dividfing  t&e  Indiana 
Territory  into  two  separate  governments,"  was  < 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed^ 

The  Senate  resomedj  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill j  entitled  ^  An  act  making  further 
^vision  f<^  settling  the  claims  to  land,  in  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Preai- 
dent  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingljr. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  a?  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  HoBSBY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the 
cutting  and  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Poto- 
mac around  the  west  end  of  the  dam  or  causeway 
from  Mason's  Island,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported it  amended* 


/ 
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Fridat,  Jone  5; 

The  ameDdments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  Aft  act 
Tnaking  further  provision  for  settling;  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territo^  of  Loirtsiana,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en-i 
grossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  the  title  having  been  amended,  the  bill  wa^ 
passed,  with  amendments. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  James  Wilkinson  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  infantry 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,'  'reported  it 
with  amendments. 

Mr.  German,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa^ 
referred  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force, 
for  a  limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces of  Catiada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  the  24tb  of  February,  1810,  re- 
ported it  with  amendments.  - 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
•  Gamble,  praying  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States.— Referred  to  the  Secre 
tary  for  the  Departm(*nt  of  Treasury,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  Hou9e.<^    ' 

Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  o(  Congress,  copies 
of  a  correspondence  of  tho  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
Gr^at  Britain,  with  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Juke  4,  1812.  , 

The  Message  and  copies  .therein  referred  to 
were  read, and  referred  to  thecommitiee  appointed 
the  first  instanjt  on  the  confidential  Mestag^  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  that  date. 


Monday,  June  8. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coranaittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ad 
act  authprizing  the  cutting  and  making  %  canal 
from  the  tiver  Potomac,  around  rhe  west  end  of 
the  dam  or  causeway  from  Mason's  bland,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  together-  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  seleet  committee; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  4he  Pres- 
ident reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  as  amended?  it  wgs  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  firom  the 
President  or  tbe  United  StATBs : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of      ^ 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  lav»  before  Congress,  copies  of  letters  which  hav^ 
passed  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain.  JAMES  MADISON. 

JUBTB  8»  181S. 

The  Message  and  copies  were  tead. 


The  bill  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of 
the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
amendments  reported-  by  the  select  coiiimittee 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  further  amended, 
and  the  President  reported  it  to  the  Aouse  accord- 
ingly j  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  June  9. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  ^n  act 
authorizing  the  cutting  and  making  a  canal  from 
the  riv^  Potomac,  around  the  west  end  of  the 
dam  or  causeway  from  Masbn!s  Island,  and  fdt 
other  purposes,"  were  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the  more  perfect 
organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  tha 
United  States,''  was  resumed,  and  having^  been 
further  amended,  on  tbe  question.  Shall  this  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Reed  presented  sundry  resolutions,  signed 
Richard  Ridgely;  cjiairman,  tbe  result  of  a  meet- 
ing of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Ann  Arundel  coun- 
ty, in  the  State- of  Maryland,  recommending  the 
adaption  of  «uch  measures  as  may  place  ourcoun- 
try  in  a  state  of  maritime  defence,  and  procure  a 
redress  of  wrongs  from  the  belligerent  nations ; 
and  the  resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  tbe  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represetitatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  insist  oa  their  dis- 
agreement to  th^  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^*An  act  ,to  ascertain  and  establish  the  western 
boundary  of  the  tract  xeserved  for  satisfying  the 
mrilitary  bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers 01  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  estab- 
lishment," insisted  on  by  the  Sen^ate ;  thejr  ask 
a  conference  on  the  subject,  and  have  appointed 
managers  on  their  part.  They  have  psissed  a 
resolution  reauesting  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
assent  to  the  formation  of  two  States  of  the  Mis- 
si.<;sippi  Territory,"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  the  Sepate.  They  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Colonel 
Jonathan  Williams;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  rflief  of  ^ieutedant  Colonel  William  D. 
Beall;"  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  far  the  relief  o'C 
Cjement  B,  Penrose ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  discharge  of  William  Peck  from  hit 
imprisonment ;''  a  bill,  entitled  '/An  |ict  confirm- 
ing claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
founded  on  warrants  of  survey  ^ranted  bv  the 
Spanish  Government  a''  also,  a  biU,  eotilled  "An 
act'  authorizing^  the  remission  of  forfeited  recog- 
nisances within  the. District  of  Columbia;"  m 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  th^ 
Senate.  , 

RHODE  ISLAND  RESOLUTIOrCS.     . 

Mr.  HuNTEB  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  instructing  their  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress,  to  use  their  en- 
deavors to  aTert  the  evils  of  war,  to  pat  oar  mavi- 
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time  frontier  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  ioi-  the  re- 
peal of  the  embargo  and  restrictive  system  ;  and 
.  the  resolutions  were  read.    Tbey  are  as  follows : 
8tats  orRaoDK  Islaitd  avd 

P^OTIDEKCE  PlANTATIOITS, 

In  General  Aseembfy,  May,  1812. 

Whereas,  from  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  relations, 
and  more  espadallr  froin  the  character  of  the  measures 
adopted,  and  proposed  to  he  adopted,  by  Congress, 
during  their  present  session,  it  is  seriously  to  be  appre^ 
hand^  that  oor  country  will  soon  be  plunged  into  a 
xuinous  war,  unless  a.  clear  expression  of  the  public 
opinion  shall  correct  the  dangerous  and  erroneous  im- 
pression, which  appears  to  have  been  made  on  the 
Ueneral  Gorernment,  that  the  people  are  desirous  of 
war,  and  do  approve  of  the  measures  'calculated  to 
produce  it ;  and,  whereas,  it  is  both  the  right  and  duty 
of  the  people,  either  immediately  or  by  their  Repre^ 
sentatiTes,  upon  occasions  so  important,  and  in  tiQies 
BO  alarming  as  the  present,  to  express  their  sentiments 
upon  public  affairs,  and  also  the  privilege  of  .rulers  U> 
be  iofoimed  of  those  sentiments :    . 

Resohed,  That,  for  ouneWes  individually,  and  as 
Representatives  of  the  freemen  of  this  State,  we  depre- 
cate at  all  times,  and  especially  at  a  time  when  the 
pecuniary  resources  of  the  country  have -been  exhaust- 
ed and  cot  oS,  both  by  the  depredatiotu  and  seques- 
trations of  foreign  Powers,  and  by  our  own  rnitkous 
commercial  restrictions;  when,  by  the  raising  of  a 
large  military  force,  for  the  purpose  of  territoriai  con- 
quests, ^eat  expenses  will  be  incurred, and  heavy  bur- 
dens imposed,  while,  from  the  very  limited  appropria- 
tions made  for  tbe  protection  of  commerce  and  the 
defence  of  our  seaports,  the  former  will  be  exposed  to 
certain  capture,  and  the  latter  to  invasion  and  pillage, 
thereby  leaviog  the  burdens  to  be  borne  almost  entirely 
by  ike  agricultural  inteirest. 

Remked,  That,  from  the  extent  of  our  commerce, 
the  immodiate  and  important  interest  wjiich  the  whole 
community  have  in  its  encouragement,  and  the  entira 
dependence  of  many  of  our  dtizens  for  support  upon 
the  employment  it  affords,  the  legislative  restrictions 
upon  trade  operate  with  peculiar  severity  upon  this 
State ;  that,  from  our  inability  to  sustain  the  increas- 
ing burdens  of  war,  destitute  of  public  frmds  and  of 
public  lands,  and  depending,  in  time  of  peace,  upon 
direct  taxes  for  the  support  of  our  State  government, 
die  proposed  land  tax  and  internal  taxes  of  the  United 
Btates  wiA  be  exceedingly  oppreasive  upon  our  dti- 
xens ;  and  that  the  aocesnble  situation  and  defenceless 
state  of  our  harbors  and  seaports,  and  their  superior 
eligibility,  aa  a  naval  resort^  for  the  cnusers  of  an  ene- 
my, rendering  theaa  exposed  to  invasion  and  liable  to 
aaptnre,  will  cause  war,,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
be  ruinous  to  many  of  our  towns,  and  eminently  iiiju- 
nous  to  the  whole  State.  ^ 

Jie»ohed^  That,  when  the  unequalled  privations, 
aafleringa,  and  exertions,  of  the  citizens  of  this  State 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  i^re  considered,  it  can- 
not be  doubted  tba^  whenever  the  country  shall  neces- 
sarily be  involved  in  war,  they  will  again  exhibit  the 
same  patience,  fortitude,  and  patriofism.  . 

EcMolved,  That  the  Senators  from  this  State,  in  Con- 
gress, be  instructed,  and  the  Representatives  requested, 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  cause  the  legislative 
restrictions  on  our  commerce  to  be  removed ;  to  pro- 
rent  the  passing  of  the  proposed  laws  for  imposing  dip 
rect  taxes ;  and  also  to  oppose  all  measures  which  ma/ 


be  brought  forward  tending  to  involve  the  country  in 
war. 

Resolved,  That,  if  these  desirable  objects  cannot  be 
obtained7  and  war  shall  appear  to  be  unavoidable,  our 
Senators  and  Representativ#s  be  instructed  to  repre- 
sent to  Congress,  and  to  the  Bxecutive,  the  exposed 
and  defenceless  situation  of  this  Stste,  the  wont  of 
arms  for  our  militis,  and  the  importance  of  our  harbors 
and  seaports  to  the  United  States ;  and  to  urge  upon 
Government  tbe  propriety,  necessity,  and  practicabil- 
ity, of  their  defence,  and  to  solidt  and  daim  from  them 
adeqpat^  and  timely  means* of  defence  and  security 
against  those  imminent  dangers  and  perils  to  which 
we  are  to  be  unvHIlingly  exposed. 

Retohedy  That  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  preceding  resolu- 
tions to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  Bom  this 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

NEW  YORK  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  follow- 
ing petition  of  sundry  inhabitants,  merchants^  and 
others,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  the 
emttorgo  and  non-importation  laws  be  continued 
as  a  substitute  for  war  agaiqA  Oreat  Britain : 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 

Utives  of  the  U^iited  States  of  America  in  Congress 

assembled,  the  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchants, 

and'  o  Aersc  inhabitants  of  tbe  city  of  New  Terk, 

respectfiilly  showeth : 

That  your  memorialists  feel,  in  common  with  die 
rest  of  their  fellow  citizens,  aa  anxious  solicitude  for  the 
honor  and-  interest  of  their  country,  and  an  equal  de- 
termination to  assert  and  maintain  them. 

That  your  memorialists  believe  that  a  continuation 
of  the  restrictive  measures  now  in  operation  will  pro- 
duce all  the  benefits  while  it  prevents  the  calamities  of 
war.  That  when  the  British  Ministry  become  con- 
vinced that  a  trade  with  the  United  Btates  cann^^  be 
renewed,  but  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
the  distress  of  their  merchants  and  manufacturers,  dec 
their  inability  to  support  their  armies  in  Spain  and 
Portugal,  will  probably  compel  them  to  that  measure. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  such 
effects  are  even  now  visible  {  and  it  may  be  reasonably 
hoped  that  a  continuance  of  the  eknbaigo  and  non-im- 
portation laws  a  few  moa^  beyond  the  fourth  day  of 
July  jiext,  will  ejQfect  a  oompUta  and  bloodless  triumph 
ef  our  rights. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  respectftilly  s<^it  of 
your  honorable  body  the  passage  of  a  law  oontinmng 
the  embargo  and  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  power  to  discontinue  the  whole  of  the  restric- 
tive system  on  the  rescinding  of  the  British.  Orders  in 
Council. 

The  conduct  of  France  in  burning  our  ships,  in  se- 
questrating our  property  entering  her  ports,  expecting 
protection  in  consequence  of  the  promised  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  delay  in  com* 
pleting  a  treaty  with  the  American  Minister,  has  ex- 
cited great  sensation,  and  we  hope  and  trust  will  call 
forth  from  your  honorable  body  such  retaliatory  mea- 
sures as  may  be  best  calculated  to  procure  justice. 
John  Jacob  Astor  Abraham  Smith 

Samuel  Adams  Thomas  H.  Smith  jr. 

Howland  6l  Grinnell       Andrew  Foster 
E.  Slosson  Jacob  Barker 

Israel  Gibbs  William  Lovett 

Isaac  Clason  WiUiam  Edgar  jr. 
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Johft  SUa«U  -  6»muM  8ttUwell 

^ohn  K.  Townsei^d  Jacob  P.  Giraud 

Andrew  Qgden  it,  Oo« .   John  Hone 
Thomas  Storm  John  Kane 

Amos  Butler  Amata  Jackson 

Ebeneser  Burrin  William  J.  Robinson 

Itaac  Heyer  Jpseph  Strong 

Ralph  BulUey  Abraham  a  Hallet 

Samuel  Bell       •  •  Joshua  Jonos 

John  F.  D«|apl]uAe  Frederick  6haud,  jr. 

Peter  Sti^  Robert  RoberU 

David  Taylor      '  John  Crookes 

William  Adee  Hugh  McConmidL 

John  T.  Lawrence .      .  John  I)epeysWr 
Joseph  W.  Totten.  Gilbert  Height 

Isaac  Schermerhom.        Jamee  Loyett 
Alexander  Roden  Lefiert  Lefierte 

Joseph  Otis  Augustus'  Wynkoop 

Lewis  Hartman  Jolm  W.  Gale 

Garret  Storm  Thomas  Rich 

George  Bemekit  ^  Slamuel  MMshaO 

S.  A.  Rich  Slbert  Herring. 

After  the  memorial  had  been  f ead, 
Mr.  Tatlob  saidf  that  the  respectability  of  the 
subscribers  to  a  fl^itipn  presented  to  thui  body, 
and  the  importance  of  the  matter  therein  cob- 
tained,  bad,  od  various  occasions,  been  used  9s  in* 
duceneots  to  us  to  give  such  petitioo  a  respectful 
di8p(mUiwi  in  the  course  of  our  proceediags.  He 
recollecte4  a^case  in  point.  It  was  the  case  of  the 
petition  of  an  eminent  merchant  of  Maaeachu* 
setts,  preheated  by  an  honorable  Senator  from  tliat 
State,  and  which  at  the  suggestion  of  that  honor- 
able gentleman  was^  by  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be 
printed.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  petition  just 
read  ought  not  to  be  treated  with  less  attention. 
That  he  had  seen  ihepetitioD,and  bad  inquired  into 
the  character  of  its  subscribers— ^nd  had  been  in- 
formed that  tbetifty-eight  signers  to  it  were  among 
the  most  respectable,  wealthy,  and  intelligent  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  New  York.  There  are  to' 
be  found  ia  that  list  the  names  of  two  presidents 
of  banks ;  three  presidents  of  insurance  compa* 
nies;  thirteen  directors  of  banks;  besides  other 
names  ofpre-emineat  staadingio  the  rai^cantile 
nvorld.  They  liad  all  united  in  ihe  sentin^enis 
contained  in  the  pecitien,  notwithstanding  tbat 
there  existed  among  them  a  difference  in  political 
opinions — for  he  undenstood  that  of  the  petition- 
ers forty-two  were  federal  and  sixteen  reftobUc«i. 
Mr.  T.  added,  that  he  considered  s6me  or.the  sen- 
timents contained  in  the  petition  as  of  the  high- 
est importance.  He  hailed  it  as  an  auspicious  oc- 
currence, that  these  honorable  merchants,  in  pray- 
ing that  the  evils  of  war  might  be  averted  from 
them  and  from  the  nation,- bad  nevertheless  held 
fast  to  the  principle  of  resistance  to  the  aggres-. 
sions  and  unhallowed  conduct  of  Qreat  Britain 
towards  our  nation — and  had  exercised  the  can- 
dor and  firmness  to  bear  testimony  to  the  efficien- 
cy of  the  restrictive  system  for  obtainio|^  a  re- 
dress of  our  wrongs,  and  of  course  to  the  mtegri- 
ty  and  honor  of  those  who  had  imposed  this  sys- 
tem for  that  purpose.  He  hoped  that  the  exam- 
pie  of  these  petitioners  would  tend  to  counteract 
those  strenuous  and  unremitting  exertions  ofpas- 
sion,  prejudice,  and  party  feeling,  which  had  at- 


tempted to  stamp  upon  the  majority  in  Congress 
the  foul  and  Ujliust  censure  of  being  enemies  to 
commerce.  That,  however  unfashionable  and 
obstinate  it  might  appear,  hb  still  believ&d  that 
the  embargo  and  non-importation  laws,  if  faith- 
fully executed,  were  capable  of  reaching  farther 
than  our  cannon.  We'wereatthis  very  time  ten- 
dering  an  urgent  argument,  to  be  felt  by  each 
city,  village  and  hamlet  in  England.  This  touch- 
ing to  the  quick  the  vital  interents  of  that  empire, 
would  demonstrate  to  the  people  at  least  the  roily 
and  absurdity  of  the  Orders  in  Gooncil.  The 
ordeal  of  the  twenly  weeks  of  scarcity,  which  the 
people  of  that  onhappv  country  are  undergoing, 
to  relieve  which,  but  roi[  the  madness  and  foliy 
of  their  rulers^  every  yard  jof  American  canvass 
.would  be  spread  to  the  gales :  The  thousands  of 
starving  manufacturers  thrown  out  of  employ 
ibr  want  of  our  custom,  which  custom,  but  for  the 
injustice  of  their  masters,  we  were  willing  to 
give,  pow  feel  the  efficiiency  of  the  restrictive 
system.  These  matter-of-fact  ar^umenu  W4ot  no 
sophistry  nor  long  speeches  to  ffive  them  weight. 
But  Great  Britain  is  proUd,  and  will,  never  yield 
to  this  sort  of  pressure.  Hunger  has  no  law. 
Where  was  her  pride  during  the  last  jr^r  when 
she  exported  to  her  enemy  on  the  Conunenimore 
than  eleven  qaillions  of  pounds  sterling  for  •  pro- 
visions; add  meanljT.trackUnff  to  her  enemy,  o<>n- 
sented  to  buy  the  privilege  ^flaying  out  her  guin- 
eas for  bread ;  and  actually  submitted  ov  the  com- 
pulsion of  Napoleon  to  buy  the  wines,  brandies, 
and  silks  of  France,  which  she  did  not  want  1 
This  restrictive  system,  when  commenced  under 
the  former  embargo  law,  encountered  every  oppt>- 
sition  amoiig,  ourselves,  which  selfish  avaric,e. 
which  passion  and  party  rage  could. suggest;  and 
so  successful  were  its  assailants  that  while  it  was 
operating  with  its  follest  effects,  (which  the  prices 
current  of  that  d^y  will  show,)  some  of  its  greatest 
champions  in  themtiooal  Legislature  abandoned 
it*-yes,  sir,  in  the  tide  of  victory  they  threw  down 
their,  arms.  How  were  the  mighty  fall^n^  and 
the  shield  of  the  inighty  vilely  cast  away !  The 
disavowal  of  Brskine's  arrangement  was  the  con- 
sequence of  this  retreat.  But  it  may  be  said  that 
the  sentimenis  in  theii  petition  were  extorted  W 
the  apprehension  of  a  greater  evil — war.  In  all 
ouf  trials,  those  who  had  not  predaiermined  to 
submit  to  Great  Brrtatn  must  hare  anticipated 
this  alternative^  Let  those  who  by  their  acrimony, 
sneers,  and  scoffs,  have  thro wnit way  this  efaief  de- 
fence of  jour  nation,*  be  held  respoosihie  for  the 
compulsloo  they  have  imposed  on  us  to  tiAe  this 
dire  alternative.  He  said  that  although  he  was 
unwilling  to  abate  a  single  pang  which  we  might 
legally  inflict  upon  our  enemy,  and  might  at  the 
proper  time  oppose  anything  liKe  the  swap  propo- 
posed  of  one  system  for  another,  when  we  had  the 
power  and  the  right  to  impose  upon  our  enemy 
both  the  o^eand  the  other,  he  nevertheless  thought 
the  petition  was  deserving  of  the  attention  which 
he  now  moved  it  should  receive.  He  moved  that 
(he  petition  should  be  printed. 

•The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate  then 
adjourned* 
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Weombsdat,  Jcme  10. 

The  ameDdmeats  to  tbe  bill,. entitled  "Ad  act 
for  thm  more  perfect  organizattoa  or  the  infaotry 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  BtatjBi:,"  taving^  been 
reported  by  t^e  committee  eorreetly  eftgrossed, 
tM  bill  Wis  r^d  tbe  tbird  time;  as  amended,  aad» 
•a  motion,  the.  title  was  amended,  so  as  to  read 
as  follows:  ^An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organic 
ation  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States," 

Resolvedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  am^ndraen^ts. 

The  PREsiDENt*  ffommunieated  the  report  pf 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of 
William  Gamble,  made  in  obMience  to  a  resola- 
tien  of  tbe  Senate  of  the  5lli  instant;  and  the 
report  waa  read. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  petition  oT  Joseph 
Willingtoo  Page,  of  Charlestop,  in  the  State  of 
Booth  Carolina,  merchlint,  praying  to  be  exoner- 
ated from  a  jadgment  obtained  i^gaiost  him  by 
the  United  States,  as  surety  ii^a  custom-house 
bondy  for  a  certain  Barnard  Laffbn,  for  reasons 
therein  stated;  and  the  petitron  was  read. 

Tbe  six  bills  and  the  resolntioti  brought  •  op 
yesterday  from  the  Ifouse  of- Representatives  for 
fOBcurrence  w^re  read,  and  severally  ^mssed  to 
the  second  reading.  -* 

On  motion,  tbe  Senate  took  into  consideration 
tbe  reaoluttoB  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
reqoesting  a  conference  o%  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  btU,  entitled  *^An  act 
to  ascertain  and  establish  the  western  boundi^ry 
of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  military 
bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Tir^rtnia  line  on  Continental  establishment ;  and, 
having  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Worthington, 
GhLBS,  and  Gregg,  were  appointed  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

TButfaoAT^  June  11, 
The  bill,  entitled  ^Aq  act  lor  the  refief  of  Lie«i- 
tesaiit  Colonel  WiUiam  D.  BealV  was  ffad  the 
1  time. 


Tbe  bilL  entitled  *^An  act  coafirraiiw  elakas  «o 
bmds  in  tiM  Miasiastppi  Territory, '  ieunded  on 
warraauef  survey  granted  bvthe  Spanish  Gov* 
eniment,''  was  read  theseoond  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  to  consider  aAd  report  there* 
en;  and  Messrs.  Gr boo,  T ait,  and  WoRTRiifo- 
TO!f,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An -act  fbr  the  relief*  of^Col- 
onel  Jonathan  Williams,"  was  read  the  second 
nake^  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  coh- 
sider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Gi^egg, 
QfianAN,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cle- 
neat  B.  Penrase."  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and 
itferred  to  tbe  committer  last  mentioned,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

.The  resolution  requesting  tbe  State  of  Georgia 
to  asient  to  tbe  formation  of  two  States  of  tbe 
Miasissippi  Territory  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Tbe  bill^ntilled  "An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
cbarge of  William  Peck  from  bis  imprisonment," 
12lhCo2r.  1st  Sfiss. — 9 


was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs,  Hunter,  Howeli^  and  Goodrich,  were 
appointed  tbe  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aat  authorizing  the  re- 
mission of  forfeited  i^cogqisances  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,''  was  react  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
amendmeit  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  to 
tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  an  Executive 
Depaftment,  to  be  denominateJ  the  Department 
of  War^  .        . 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  bill  and  amend- 
meift  were  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  Oc- 
tober next.  ;  ;  , 
'  The  bill,  entitled  "A,n  act  authorizing  the  cut- 
ting and  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Potomac 
around  the  west. end  of  the  dam  or  causeway 
from  Mason's  island,  and  for  other  purposes."  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with 
amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
respUition  reported  by  the  conunittee  on  t'he  me- 
morial of  Grene^al  James  Wilkinson,  which  is  as 
follows : 

Retohed,  That  the  proper  accounting  officer  of  the 
Department  of  War  be  directed,  in  the  settlement  dT 
General  Wilkinson's  account,  to  place  to  hi^  ciiedit  tbe 
sum  of  four  thousand  and  thirty-six  dollars  seventy- 
seven^  cents.  '  . 

And  tbe  resolotioa  was  agfeed  to,  and  recom- 
mitted to  the.  original  committee,  with  instruc- 
tion to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cfommittee  of  the 
^bole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive 
and  coatinne  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act, 
entitled  "^An  act  to  provide  for  the  refoffees  from 
the  British  provisoes  of  Canada  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  for  other  purposes,'^  together  with  the 
aneadments  reported  thereto  by  tbe  select  com- 
mittee ;  and,  having  agreed  to  tbe  ataeodments, 
the  PRiareBNT  reported  the  bill  to  tbe  House 
aceordiagly. 

Oo  tbe  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  tbird  time  as  amended.?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  tbe  affirmafiTe. 


Friday,  June  12. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  sundry  resolutions, 
signed  by  John  Gkddes.  chairman,  adopted  at  a 
numerous  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Charleston, 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,' approbatory  ot 
the  measures  of  the  General  Government  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  national  honor  and  the  pres- 
ervation of  its  dignity  and  independence ;  and 
the  resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  tbe  ose  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe^ 
Wbole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  *^An' 
aet  authorizing  the  remission  of  forfeited  recog- 
nisances within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Ordered^  Thai  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GiLBs  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  w 
great  number  of  the  iivbabitants  of  tbe. city  of 
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Richmond  and  town  of  Man  Chester,  deprecating 
the  calamities  of  war,  but  expressing^  their  opinion 
that,  if  peace  cannot  be  procured  with  honor,  and 
war  is  inevitable,  it  ought  to  be  declared,  not 
against  Great  Britain  only^  but  against  Great 
Britain  and  France  ;  and  the  mernorial  was  read. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.  a;rd  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  the  24th  day  of  February,  1810. 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pass^ed. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  State  of  Geotgia 
to  assent  to  the  formation  of  two  States  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  the  reliei  of  Lkutenan^  Colonel  William 
D.  Beall,"  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Recd, 
Lambert,  and  German,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Represeniativti  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  CongreM,  copies 
of  letters  Which  have  passed  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  Great  Britain.' 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

JVITB  11, 1812. 

The  Message  and  copies  therein  mentioned 
were  read. 

MASSACHUSETTS  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  resolotioo  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts,  pa»«ed  June 
2d,  instant,  expressing'  their  opinion  "thai  an  of- 
fensive war  against  iQreat  Britain,  under  the 
present  eirciUDStances-of  this, country,  would  be 
10  the  hiffhest  degree;  impolitic,  UDDecetaary,aDd. 
ruinous;''  also,  a  memoriiil  of  the  said  House  of 
Representativet ,  passed  by  a  majority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-j8»,  on  ibe  same  subject;  and  the 
resolution  and  memorial  were  read,  tod  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

They  are  as  follows : 

COMMOXWXALTH  Of  MASSACHVBETTi  : 

Im  THB  HoUSK  op  RlFKISlirTATIVlS, 

June  2,  1812. 
Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Rouse,  that  an  of- 
fensive war  against  Great  Britain,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  this  country,  would  be  in  the  highest 
degree  impolitic,  unnecessary,  and  ruinous ;  that  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth-  are 
decidedly  opposed  to  this  measure,  which  they  do  not 
believe  tqbe  demanded  by  the  honor  or  inlerasts  of  the 
nation ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
'a  respectful  petition  to  be  presented  to  Confrest,  pray- 
ing them  to  arrest  a  calamity  so  greatly  to  be  depre- 
cated, and,  by  the  removal  of  commercial  restrictions, 
to  reetore,  so  far  aa  depends  on  thein»  the  benefits  of 
trade  and  navigation,  which  are  indiuiensable  to  the 
prosperity  and  comfort  of  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth. TIMOTH'^  BIGELOW,  ^^eoJker. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Represent' 
olives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  .* 
The  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth' of  Ude- 
saehusetts  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state  : 
That,  presuming  the  respectful  expression  of  tfa* 
public  sentiment,  from  any  portion  of  the  Union,  migbC 
be  ac4!eptable  to  Congress  in  Che  present  critical  state 
of  public  afiairs,  they  trust  that  a  communication  te 
7our  honorable  body  of  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  ihm 
people  of  this  Commonwealth,  •  upon  the  momentous 
subject  of  a  British  war,  will  not  be  construed  into  a 
disposition  to  interfere  with  the  functions  of  the  Na- 
tional Government.  • 

It-  is  with  deep  regret,  and  with  such  emotions  aa 
the  love  of  country  should  inspire,  that  wo  perceive  th» 
entire  feiltre  of  the  negotiations  instituted  by  the  Na* 
tional  Government,  with  a  view  to  obtain  from  th# 
belligerent  nations  respect  ,ibr  onr  neutral  rights,  and 
a  revocation  of  edicts  which  operate  so  injuriously 
upon  our  lawful  commerce. 

In  the  present  unprecedented  pOsture  of  Europe,  we 
are  firmly  convinced  that  an  immense  majority  of  our 
constituents  Cannot  be  reconcited  to  the  belief  that  an 
ofiensive  war  with  Great  Britain  is  demanded  by  the 
interest  or  honor  of  our  country.         -^ 

We  presume  not  to  enter  upon  a  comparison  of  the 
injuries  sustained  by  oui^commerce  from  the  respect- 
ive nations  at  war,  nor  to  arraign  the  conduct  which 
Government  has  seen  fit  to  adopt,  In  order  to  obtain 
redress. '  It  would  be  foreign  to  our  present  purpose 
to  enlarge  upon  the  duplicity  and  prevarication  exhib- 
ited by  France  in  all  her  negotiations,  which  aggra- 
vate her  numerous  outrages,  or  to  discuss  the  motives 
alleged  by  Great  Britain  in  defence  of  a  system  of  re- 
taliatioiv  which  bears  with  a  severe  pressure  upon  neu* 
tral  rights.  It  is  sufiicienY  that  every  consideration 
arising  from  good  policy,  and  from  the  duty  of  a  na- 
tion to  Itself,  forbids  us  to  plunge  into  a  war  which 
desolates  the  European  world,  and  from  which  it 
seems  to  have. been  the  design  of  Almighty  Providence 
to  exempt  us,  if  true  to  ourselves,  by  placing  us  remote 
from  the  theatre  of  their  contentions. 

An  o9)»nsive  war  afaini^  any  nation  tan  be  justified 
only  by  the  reasonable  motive  of  obtaining  reparatiDn 
for  past  ii^uries,  or  security  against  fbtnre  dangers  and 
aggresAons.  When  such,  therefore,  is  the  local  aita* 
ation  and  relations  of  a  jDOunt^,  that  the  hope  of  e^ 
footing  either  of  these  ol^ects  is  preeluded  by  an  over- 
ruling necesMty,its  hoqor  is  not  stained  by  yielding  lo 
circumstances  which  it  cannot  control ;  nor  is  the  re- 
luctance of  its  citisens  to  expose  themselves  in  such 
case  to  the  certain  dangers  and  calamities  of  war,  a  re- 
proadi  upon  their  want  of  senAbility  to  injury,  their 
courage,  or  patriotism. 

A  war  with  Great  Britain  would  furnish  temptations 
to  her  Government  to  sequester  the  millions  belonging 
to  our  citizens  deposited  m  that  country,  and  an  opp<>r^ 
tunity  to  her  navy  and  cruisers  to  sweep  the  ocean  of 
the  remains  of  our  once  fiOurishing  commerce. 

The  conquest  of  Canada,  the  only  point  in  which 
she  is  assailable,  would  afford  no  indemnification,  if 
achieved,  for  the  losbes  to  which  we  should  be  exposed 
upon  our  unprotected  seaboard,  and  upon  the  ocean* 
Destitute  as  we  are  of  a  navy,  and  the  meant  of  immt' 
diate  maritime  defonce,  wo  cannot  perceive  in  what 
mode  a  war  with  this  nation,  so  powenul  on  the  oceaBf 
can  promise  the  attainment  of  its  avowed  object — the 
revocation  of  the  Orders  In  Council.  The  Emperor 
of  France  having  lately  repubhshed  the  decrees  of  Bev- 
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Un  and  Milan,  with  renewed  tMHtaiices  of  ft  determi- 
natkn  to  enforce  tbem,  and  Great  Britaii^  halving  an- 
Bocmced  hv  deliberate  purp^ee  of  makinf  her  Orders 
m  Council  conmeasiirat^  with  those  decrees,  we  are 
itpfoeaed  with  a  belief  that  a  war,  once  begun,  must 
be  continned  during  the  present  Buropean  conflict, 
and  perhape  abandoned,  after  years  of  disaster)  incident 
to  all  wars,  without  ac^compUshing  the  object  for  which 
it  was  undertaken. 

We  forbear  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  jour 
honorable  body  a  detail  of  those  multiplied  evils  which 
we  anticipate  in  such  ^  conflict,  lest  their  magnitude 
uid  Tariety  might  be  considered  as  calculated  to  de^ 
press  the  inst  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  national 
spirit  ana  -resources,  and  to  encourage  the  persever- 
ance  of  foreign  nations  in  pretensions  hostile  to  our 
rights.  We  cannot,  however,  but  hope  that  Goycrn- 
ment,  having  tried  for  year»  a  sy^m  of  restrictions 
which  has  proved  inefiectual  in  respect  to'  foreign  na- 
tions, and  ruinous  to  ourselves,  will  once  more  reetore 
OS  to  our  commercial  pursuits,  and,  without  abandon- 
ing jost  claims  of  reparation,  will  enable  us  to -aid  in 
those  preparations  which,  in  some  more  auspicious  pe- 
riod, may  afibrd  capacity  of  vindicating  such  claims 
with  a  probability  of  success.  And  we  can,  upon  this 
most  solemn  occasion,  appeal  to  the  Searcher  of  Hearts, 
that,  in  this  ^pplicatioti  to  your  honorable  bpdy»  we  are 
influenced  by  no  ptrty  considerations,  no  splnt  of  dis- 
affiKtion,  no  disposition  to  embarhMs  the  proceedings, 
or  reproach  the  motives  of  atfy  of  the  Departments  of 
Government.  Neither  do  the  people  of.  MassachusetU,, 
unmindful  of  the  example  of  their  ancesjtors,  take  coun- 
sel from  fear..  But  in  this  last  and  nespectful  eflbrt  in 
behalf  of  their  cpmmefcial  rights,  and  to  induce  the 
National  Government  to  pause  and  rescue  their  i^oun* 
try  from  war,  they  are  impelled  by  dictates  of  self-pres- 
ervation, by  their  attachment  to  the  Union,  by  a  per- 
suasion of  ibe.invincible  and  growing  opposition  of  the 
people  to  these  measures,  and  by  duty  to  themselves^ 
to  posterity,  and  to  God. 

TIMOTHY  HIGELOW,  Speaker, 

,  Ijt  tbx  Hocsb  or  RipaisisTATiras, 

June  6, 1812. 

Ordered^  That  the  foregoing  memorial  be  signed  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  House,  and,  together  with  the  re- 
solve upon  which  it  is  founded,  be  forthwith  transmit- 
ted to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
SeomtoTS  and  the  RepresentatiTes  of  this  Comaiott*> 
wealth  in  Congreis  be  requested  to  use  theb  Utmost 
eicfttone  te  carry  the  object  thereof  into  efled. 

Attcat:  BENJAMIN  POLf^ARD,  Ckrk. 

Saturday,  June  13. 

Mr.  Gregg,  froin  the  oominittee  to  whom  the 
tubj<*ct  wa^  recommitted  for  thepurpose,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  ;  and  the 
biU  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment ;  and,  on  his  motiooj  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed',  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  ^Ao  act  to  authorize 


a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States ;"  and  the  ball  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the  re- 
mission of  forfeited  recognisances  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia."  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
parsed. 

.  The  PRBSiDfiifT  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last 
reported  to  have  been  examined,  aod  it  was  de- 
livered to  the  committee,  to  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  tl)e  Uoited  States. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  memorial, 
signed  by  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  aod  a 
large  nuiubep  of  others,  inhabitants  of  Ann  Arun- 
del country,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  deprecating 
the  declaration  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
plating  their  reasons  at  large. agaiost  the  measure ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read. 

MoNDAV,  June  15. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
discharge  of  William  Peck  from  his  imprison- 
ment," reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
ofLieujtenant  William  D.  Beall,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment., 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  sundry  resolutions,  signed 
W.B.  Bullock,  chairman,  adopted  on  the.  third 
instant,  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah 
aod  its  vicinity,  on  the  subject  of  our  relations 
with  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  approbatory 
of  the  measures  of  the  General  Government  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  national  rights. 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
W.  Goldsborough  and  others,  praying  a  charter 
of  incorporation  to  a  company  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bank  in  the  City  ot  Washington ;  and 
the  petition  w&s  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Vabnum,  Gregg,  and 
Taylor,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  ameodments  of  the  Senate  to  tKe  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
infantry  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;"  ther 
ask  a  coi^i^rence  on  the  subject-matter  thereof^ 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part.  The 
House  pf  Representatives  have  passetl  a  bill^  eo- 
titled  ^An  act  confirming  grants  to  land  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  derived  from  the  British 
Government  of  West  Florida,  not  subsequently 
regranted  by  the  Government  of  Spain  or  of  the 
United  States 3"  also,  a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  *Ao  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain  companies 
of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States  ;^'  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidsnt  of  the  United  States: 
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JvNfi,  ISII^. 


3b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repre$eniaiive$  of  the  XMUed  8kUe$: 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congicfs;  copies  of 
tetters  which  ha^e  passed  between  the  Seeretarj  of 
State  and  the  Bn^oy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pien- 
ipotentiarT  of  Great  Britain. 

JA4ME8  MADISON. 

Jvn  1ft,  1813. 

The  Message  and  copies  khereia  motioned 
Were  read. 

The  bill  supplementiity  to  an  act,  entitled  ^  Ati 
set  to  aothorize  a  detachmeDt  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  Slates,''  was  read  the  second  tine. 


TcBsoAT,  Jaie  16. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitlcfd  *^Aii  act  confirming 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  found- 
ed on  warrants  of  survey  granted  by  the  Spanish 
Government,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  amend  the 
Jaws  within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  reported 
it  with  amendments. , 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  conferring  cer- 
tain powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  with 
amendments. 

The  two  bills  brought  up  yesterday  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence  tvere 
read,  and  ^verally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
^  The  Senate  took  into  consideration  tfie  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting 
k  conference  on  the  dlsag^reeing  rotes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  for  the  more 
perfect  organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States;"  and,  having  agreed  there- 
to, Messrs.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  Anderson,  and 
Varndm,  were  appointed  the  managers  on  the 
pan  of  the  Senate.  L 

Mr.  Rbed,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term 
of  years,  one  of  the  public  reservations  of  ground 
in  the  City  of  Washington,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponea  to  the 
first  Monday  In  October  next. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  same  committee',  reported 
the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  year?,  any  part  of 
the  reservations  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William 
D.  Beall ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pabbiobmt  op  tbb  United  STAtss : 


7b  the  Senate  and  Bome  of 

Etpreemtativee  of  the  United  State$> 

I  transmit^  for  the  inlbcmiiioa  of  Congr—,  eofiee 
of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  8ute  fioai'  the  Chwgi 
dee  Afiaiiee  of  the  Uqited  SUtee  at  London*  awimp>- 
aied  bj  m  letter  from  the  hUter  to  the  Britaih  Maaialar 
t>f  Foreign  Afiairs.  JAMES  MApiBON. 

Jima  16,  181ft. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  mentioned 
were  read. 


Wbdnbsdat,  June  17. 

The  bin,  entitled  "An  act  eonfirminir  grants  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  derim  from 
the  British  Government  of  West  Florida,  not  sub* 
sequently  regranted  by  the  Government  of  Spain 
or  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  aecond 
time,  and. referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Grbgo, 
WpRTBiNGTON,  and  Tait,  wfra  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to 
*  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
Stated  to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for 
the  protection  of  tb<  frontier  of  the  United  otates," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  AndersoU,  German,  and.RfiBD,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a 
term  of  years,  any  part  of  the  resiervations  of  the 
public  ground  in  tne  City  of  Washington;  and, 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly.  ^ 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time^  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issatng 
of  Treasury  iLptes  ;^'  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


Tbobbday,  June  18. 

The  bill  yesterday  brooght  up  flrooi  the  Houst 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  was  tcNMl,aad 
passed  to  the  second  »emd«off. 

The  bill  autherizidg  the  Presidett  of  the  United 
States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  mti  of 
the  reservations  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctfy  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  ^rent,  recommitted  to 
Messrs.  Reed,  Brent,  and  Gilm an,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
for  the  county  of  Washinfi;ton,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia."  together  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  hav* 
mg  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 
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Ob  ch«  qiieitiom  Shall  tbin  bill  be  read  a  third 
Ume  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm* 
atire. 

The  Senate  reramed,  as  in  Comfnittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  ooosideratioa  of  the  bUL  entitled  ^'  An. 
net  lo  amend  the  law&  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia,'' together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee^  and^  having 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President  leported 
the  bill  to  the  House,  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  '<  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  William  D.  Beall,?'  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WhoU,  the  consideration  of  the  l>ill  supplemeo* 
lary  to  the  act.  entitled  ^  An  act  to  anthorize  a 
dMacfhm^nt  from  themitttiaaf  the0nlted  States," 
passed  Apfil  10, 1812. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  bill  was  re^ 
fored  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re* 
port  thereon;  and  Messrs.  BAtARn,  SHiTa.  of 
Maryland,  and  WoRtHiNOTON|  were  appoiiited 
the  committee. 

The  injunction  of  secrecy  thereon  having  been 
removed,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Ain>ER802f,  .twelve 
hundred  copies  of  the  confidential  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  first  of  June 
kistani,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the .  use  of 
the  SeBate. 

Certain  confidential  proceedings  of  the  Senaiei 
mnct  first  June,  are  as  foUow.  tht  injwnctUm  of 
secrecy  having  beai  renmoed : 

Moxfi>Ay,  June  1, 1813. 
A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsibent  of  the  DitiTEn  States,  as  follows: 

J  For  this  Message,  see  the  Suppfemental  Jour.- 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  under  the  date  of  June  !« 1812,  post,^ 

^he  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  eonsist  of  seven  members,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
AwoEsaoN,  SMiTa,  of  Idarylaad,  Leir,  Camp- 
MLL,  of  Toaaessee,  Howaix,  LiA>Tn,  aiid  Tat- 
MW,  were  appointed  the  eommittee.    - 

WEnNESDAY,  June  3. 
Oo  motioa  by  Mr.  Bataro,  the  oonddeptial 
Bittsage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
ihe  Ist  instant,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  /or  the 
aseof  the  Senate,  undei^  an  injunction  of  secrecy. 

Pbioat,  June  5. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
Bonse  of  Representatives,  by  Messrs.  Macon  and 
FuTOLET,  two  of  theb  members — Mr.  Macon^ 
ebairman : 

Mr.  President :  The  House  of  Represenuti  ves 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  declaring  war 


between  Qreat  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  and  re- 
quest that  the  bill  be  considered  confidentially. 

An  set  declaring  war  between  Oreai  Britain  and  her 
dependencies,  and  the  United  States  and  Uieir  Tei^ 
ritories. 

.  Be.  it  enacted  b^  the  Senate  and  House  of  R^eami'* 
atioesof  the  United  .States  of  America,  in  Congress 
^ssenUHedj  That  war  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared 
to  exist  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 
and  the  United  States  and  their  Territories ;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized 
to  use  the  whole  land  and  naval  force  of  the  IJnited 
States  to  carry  the  sapie  into  efiect;  and  to  issue  to 
private  aimed  vessels  of  the  United  States  commissions 
or  letters,  of  marque  and  general  reprisalf  in  snch  form 
as  he  riiall  think  propev,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  against  the  vessels^  goods,  and  effects,  of  tbs 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  of  its  sabjects,  and  of  ail 
pere^nt  inhabiting  within  any  of  its  territories  or  pos- 
sessions. 

,  On  motion,  the  bi|l  was  twice  read  by  unani- 
mous consent ;  nnd,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Leir,  it 
was  referred  to  the  com^iittee  appointed  the  Ist 
insunt  on  tbe  confidential  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  Uiiited  Stales  of  the  same  date,  to 
eoBsider  and  report  thereorii. 

MoNOAY,  June  8. 

Mr.  AMnBRSON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  enUt,led  "  An  act  declarii^ 
war  between  Qreat  Britain  and  her  dependencien^ 
and  the  United  Slates  and  tbei^  Territories,"  ja- 
ported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  committee  also  reported  sundry  eommoni- 
cations,  confidentially  OMtde  to  them,  from  the 
Treasdry  and  War  Departments  oo  the  subject. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  copies  of 
the  safid  ^ommunieationa  to  such  Senators  as  aiay 
require  them* 

TuBaDA,Y,  Jtme  9. 

On  motion  b^  Mr.  AimERflOM,  the  bill^  entitled 
*^  An  act  declaring  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependencies,  and^the  United  Sutes  and  their 
Territories,"  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  Mr.  Gaillard  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair ;  and,  after  debate,  a  motion  was  made 
i>y  Mr.  Grboo,  that  the  bill  be  recommitted,  for 
further  amendment,  to  the  committee  who  have 
under  consideration  ^the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  of  the  Ist  June.  And,  after 
debate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

WEDMBaRAT,  JuUR  10. 

Mr.  Gaii«laai>  was  reqaested  to  tako  the  Chair. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  declaring  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories." 

Mr.  Greoq,  by  permission,  amended  his  motion 
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for  rpcomraitting  the  bill  lo  the  coramiltee  a[)- 

Sointed  on  the  confideniial  Message  of  the  Presi- 
ent  of  the  United  States,  of  the  1st  of  June,  as 
follows : 

Rewhed,  That  the  bUT,  entitled  «  An  act  declaring 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories,"  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  of  the  Ist  instant,  with  instruc^ 
tions  to  modify  and  amend  the  same,  in  such  panner 
that  the  President  of  the  United  StAtes  shall  havefibwer 
to  authorize  the  pubKc  armed  ships  and  tcsscIs  of  the 
United  States  to  make  reprisals  upon  the  public  and 
private  ships  and  Teasels,  goods,  and  merchandise,  be- 
longing to  the  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great' 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof;  and 
also  to  grant  letters  of  niarque  and  reprisal,  under  suit- 
able regulations,  to  be  provided  in  the  bill,  to  private 
armed  ships  and  vessels  to  make  like  reprisals. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  that 
the  motion  be  amended,  so  as  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed to  a  new  committee, it  Was  determined 
in  the  negative.  And  after  debate,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Tbubsdat,  June  11. 

Mr.  GAiLLARDwaa  requested  toulte  tfaeCbmir. 

On  moiioQ  by  Mr.  Andmibom,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representative^!,  entitled  "An  act  de 
daring  war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies, and  the  United  States  and  their  Territo- 
ries," was  resumed,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  together  with  the  motion 
yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Greoo  ;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree-to  tbe  motion,  it  was  deteraoined 
in  the  affirmative— yea«.  17,  nays  13,  as  fbltows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Giles, 
Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Jjambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  b^New  York,  and 
WorUiington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten^ 
nessee,  Crawibrd,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Pope, 
Smith'of  Maryland,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Crawpobd  resumed  the  Chair; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Andbrson,  it  .was  ordered 
that  the  committee  to  whom  this  bill  is  recom- 
mitted hav«  leave  to  sit  immediately. 

Frio  AT,  June  12. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

"That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtesbe  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  confidentially,  or 
otherwise,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  all  the  informal 
lion  in  the  Department  of  State,  not  heretofore  com- 
municated, having  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  and  France  towards  the  United  Sutes." 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

REPRISALS  ON  BRITISH  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  de- 
claring war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies, and  the  United  States  and  their  Territo- 
Ties,''  With  instructioDs  to  modify  and  amend  the 


same,  in  such  manner  that  the  Prefttdeat  shpU 
have  the  power  to  authorize  th«  pdUic  armed 
ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  make  re* 
prisals  upon  the  public  and  -private  snip*  and  ves- 
sels, goods,  and  merchandise,  belonging  to  the 
Crown  of  the  United' Kingdom  of  Great  Britaift 
and  Ireland,  And  tothesubiects  thereof;  and  also  to 
grant  le'iters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  under  suitable , 
reirulaiit)os,  to  be  provided  in  (be  bill,  to  private 
ships  and  vessels  to  make  reprisals,  agreeably  to 
said  instructions,,  reported  as  followr: 

**  After  the  word  that,  i&'the  third  line  of  the  bill» 
strike  out  the  residue  of  the  bill,  and  insert  the  follow- 
ing amendment : 
**  The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  tuid 

he  is  hereby  authorized,  from  and  ailcr  the day  of 

next  ensuing,  to  cause  reprisals  to  be  made  upon 

th»  public  and  private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and 
merchandise,  belonging  to  the  Crb^n  of  the  Unibd 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  "and  Ireland,  or  to  the  sub- 
jects thereof,  which  may  be  found  on  the  high  seas,  or 
elsewheivt  afler  the  said day  of next,  except- 
ing such  ships,  vessels,  or  propehy,  as  now  are,  or  may, 

before  the  ^said  —day  of  -^ next,  be  within  the 

ports  and  harbors,  or  under  the  control,  of  the  United 
States,  and  all  ships,  vessels,  or  property,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  any.  Power  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  not  engaged  in  war ;  and,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
to  instrCtct  the  commanders  of  the  public  armed  vessels 
which  are  or  which  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  to  subdue,  seize,  and  take,  any  armed 
or  othisr  British  vessel  belonging  to  the  said  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  aub- 
jecU  thereof,  which  shall  be  found  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion^ limits  of  the  United  States,  or  elsewhere,  on  the 
high  seas  as  aforesaid.  And  such  captured  vessel,  with 
her  apparel,  guns,  and  appurtenances,  and  the  goods 
or  efiects  which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  same,  being 
Brittsl^  property,'  shaUVbe  brought  Within, some  port  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  be  duly  proceeded  against 
and  condemned  as  forfeited,  and  shall  accrue  and  be 
distributed  i^  by  law  is  or  shall  be  provided,  respecting 
the  captures  which  shall  be  made  by  the  public  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

"  Sic  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Presi- , 
deni  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorised  to  jgnnt,  to  the  owners  of  private  armed 
ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  make 
application  therefor,  commissions  in  the  form  whidr  he 
shall  direct,  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States;  and 
such  private  armed  vesseK  when  duly  Commissioned 
as  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  same  license  and  authority 
for  subduing,  seizing,  and  capturing  any  armed  or  other 
British  vessels  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Gseat  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  sub- 
jects thereof,  and  for  the  recapturing  of  the  vessels, 
goods,  and  effects,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  by 
law  have,  and  shall  be  in  like  manner  subject  tO: 
such  instructions  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutes,  in  conformity  with  the  esUUished 
law  of  nations,  and  the  treaties  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct;  and  the 
comniisaions  which  shall  be  granted  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States 

"  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furtherenacttd.  That  every  per- 
son intending  to  set  forth  and  employ  an  armed  vessel^ 
and  applying  for  the  commiasion  as  aforesaid,  shall  pro- 
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diice,  in  smltog,  Um  Dame,  and  suitable  description  of 
thiQ  tonnage  and  force,  of  the  vessel,  and  the  name  of 
residence  of  each  owner  concerned  therein,  the  number 
of  the  crew,  and  the  name  of  the  commander  and  the 
two  officers  next  in  rank,  appointed  for  such  vessel ; 
whkb  writing  shall  be  signed  by  the  person  or  persons 


making  such  application,  and  filed  with  the  Secretary  iidy  sold  by  the  marshal  of  the  same  court,  as  shall  be 


of  State,  or.  shall  be  delivered  to  afty  other  officer,  or 
penon  who' shall  be  employed  to  deliver  out  such  com- 
mMoDs,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

•«8bc.4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  before 
any  commission  as  aforesaid  sIiaH  be  issued,  the  owtaer 
or  owners  of  the  ship  or  vessel  for  which  the  sam* 
shall  be  requested,  and  the  commander  thereof  for  the 
tinie  being,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United  States,  with 
at  )east  two  responsible  soreltes*  not  interested  in -such 

vessel,  in  the  penal  sum  of thousand  dollars ;  or^ 

if  each  vessel  be  provided  with  more  than  one  hundred 

and  fifty  men,  Uien  in  the  penal  sum  of thousand 

dollars,  with  condition  that  the  owners,  and  officers, 
and  crew,  who  shall  be  efn ployed  on  board  of  such' 
commissioned  vessels,  shi)!l  and  will  observe  the  trea- 
ties and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  instructions 
which  shall  be  given  them  as  aforesaid  for  the  regula- 
tion of  their  conduct,  and  will  satisfy  all  damages  and 
fajories  which  ahall  be  done  or  committed  contrary  ib 
the  tenor  thereof  by  such  vessel,  during  hereommis- 
sbil,  and  to  deliver  tip  the  same  when  jevoked  by  the 
Prei^aDt  ofthe  United. States. 

**»ic.  6.-  And  be  itfisHker  enacted.  That  aH  pabtic 
and  private  ships  and  vtesels,  goddb,  and  mtirchandise, 
beloDging  to  the  On),wn  of  the  United  Kihgdom  -  of 
Cfaneat  Brttain  Mid  Ireland,  or  to  the  sab}«cts  thereof, 
logethcr  with  their  app^rd,  guns,  and  ftppurtenances, 
which  shall  be  found  on  b<Mffd  the  same,  being  British 
property,  and  which  shall  be  captured,  by  any  private 
aimed  vessel  or  vessels  pf  the  United  States,  duly  oom- 
miesiened  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  shall  ac- 
crae  to  the  owners  thereof  and  the  officers  and  crews 
by  whom  such  capture  shall  be  made,  and,  on  due  con^ 
demnation  (tad,  shall  b^  distributed  according  to  any. 
agreement  whiph  shall  be  between  them,  or,  in  failure 
of  such  agreement,  then  by  the  discretion  ofthe  court 
before  whom  such  condemnation  shall  be. 

"S«c.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  vessels, 
goods,  and  effects,  the  property  of  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  person  resident  therein,  which  shall 
be  recaptured  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  restored  to  the  law- 
ful owners  upon  payment  by  them  respectively  of  a 
just  and  reasonable  salvage,  to  be  determined  by  the 
mutual  agreement  of  the  parties  concerned,  or  by  the 
decree  of  any  court  of  the  United  Statea  having  mari- 
time jurisdiction)  according  to  the  nature  of  each  case ; 
provided,  that  such  allowance  shall  not  be  less^than 
one-eighth,  or  ^coeeding  one-half,  bf  the  full  value  of 
each  reeaptore,  without  any  dediiction ;  and  soch  sal- 
vage shall  be  distributed  to  and  among  the  owners,  of- 
ficers, and  crews>  Off  the  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels 
entitle^  thereto,  according  to  any  agreement  which 
iiiaU  be  between  them«  or,  in  case  of  no  agreement, 
then  by  the  decree  ofthe  oojirt  who  shall  determine 
open  such  salvage. 

**S«c.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  before 
breaking  bulk  of  any  vessel  which  sl^all  be  captured  as 
aforesaid,  or  other  disposal  or  conversion  thereof,  or  of 
any  articles  which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  same, 
sach  capture  shall  bo  brought  into  some  port  ofthe 
United  States,  and  shall  be  libelled  and  proceeded 


against  before  the  district  court  of  the  same  district; 
and,  after  a  due  course  of  proceeding,  such  capture 
shall  be  decreed  as  forfeited  m  the  district  court,  or  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  same  district  in  the  case  of  any 
appeal  duly  allowed,  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the- 
ownera  and  captors  concerned  therein,  or  shall  be  pub- 


finally  decreed  and  ordered  by  the  court  And  the 
same  court,  who  shall  have  final  jurisdiction  of  any 
libel  or  eomplaint  of  any  cipture  as  aforesaid,  shall  uid 
may  decree  restitution  in  whole  or  part,  vrfaen  the  cap- 
tare  and,  restraint  shall  have  been  made  without  just 
cause,  as  aforeasaid;  and  if  made  without  probable 
cause,  or  otherwise  unreasonably,  may  order  and  decree- 
damages  and  costs  to  the  party  inured,  and  for  whicli- 
the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the  private  armedf 
vessel  or  vessels  by.  which  such  unjust  capture  shall 
have  been  made,  and,  also,  such  vessel  or  vessels  shaU 
be  answesable  and  liable.. 

V.Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  Brit- 
ish subjects  and  others,  who  shall  be  found  acting  on 
board  of  any  British  vessel  which  shall  be  captured,  or 
on. board  of  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  whidi 
shall  be  recaptitred  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  reported  to 
the  collector  of  the  port  in  which  they  shall  first  arrive, 
and  shall  be  delivered*  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal 
Off  some  civil  or  military  officer  of  the  United  States 
or  of  any  State,  in  or  near  such  port,  who  shall  receive 
and  take  into  custody  tke  said  subjects  or  persons  for 
their  safe^keeping  and  support,  at  the  expense  ofthe 
United  Stetes."   . 

Amend  the  title,  aftier  the  word  **  act,''  strike  out  the 
reat  ofthe  title,  and  insert^  authorizing  reprisals  againat 
the  Grown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  subjects  thereof/' 

And' the. report  was  read.  Whereupon,  Mr. 
Gaili«aiiii  wae  reqtiested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and 
the  bill  and  amendmeots  were  considered  as  in 
Commtttee  T}f.the  Whole;  and,  on  motioD,  by 
Mr.  Pope,  to  amend  the  report,  by  inserting,  al- 
ter the  Word  "  thereof,"  in  the  tenth  line  of  the 
first  sed^oD,  the  words  *'and,  also,  upon  the  pub« 
lie  and  private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and  mer- 
chandise, belonging  to  the  Crown  of  France  or 
to  the  subjects  thereof:"  ir  was  determined  in  the 
oegarive— yeas  15,  nays  17.  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German, 
Gileis,  Gilman,- Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert^ 
Llo:^d,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Worth- 
ington. ' 

NATS-r-Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Vamnm. 

On  the  question  to  strike  oat,  as  reported  by 
the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the 
amendments,  the  yeas  were  16,  and  the  nays  16. 

O^  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib.  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  required  by  one-fifth  ofthe  Senators 
present,  those  who  voted  in  the  afiirmative,  are: 

Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Worth- 
ingtott. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are: 

Mesbrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
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Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Marylandi  Tftit,  Taylor,  Tnr- 
ner,  and  Vamum. 

So  the  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  and  the  original  bill  was  resumed. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  first  report  of  the 
select  committee,  and  strike  out  of  the  original 
bill,  line  9,  the  words  "  and  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  its  territories  or  possessions  t'^  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  11,  as 
follows: 

Yiis — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Condtt,  Dana, 
German,  Giles,  Gilman,.  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey^ 
Howell,  Hanter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed, 
8mith,  of  MarylaaAt  Smith,  of  New  York,  Varaum, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell,  of  Tennes- 
see, Crawford,  Cntts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Robinson, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

On  motion,  it  was  also  agreed  to  insert  the 
word  ^' and,"  in  the  ninth  line,  after  the  word 
«  Britain." 

SATURDJUT/Jline  13« 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considaration  of  the 
motion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Llotd;  and, 
on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative-^y^as  14,  nays  17,  as 
follows: 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Oile§t  Gil- 
inan,  GK>odrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Xambert,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

If  ATS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell, 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crkwford,  Ontts,  Pranklin, 
Gkillard,  Howdl,  Rc^nsonj  Smith,  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamom,  aad  Wottiiiagtea.^ 

DECLARATION  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  Gaillaad  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  - 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  AifOBitsoN,  the  obasider* 
ation  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  .declaring  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  herdependefiaies,iand 
Che  United  States  aad  their  Territories,". was  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  hav« 
ing  agreed  to  sundry  amendments,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair ;  and  Mr.  Gaillard  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments,  which  were  consKlered 
in  Senate  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Third  line,  alter  the  word  **  between,"  strike 
out  to  the  end  of  the  line,  and  insert,. "the  Uni- 
ted Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  dependencies  thereof." 

Line  4,  after  the  word  ^  States,"  where  it  first 
occurs,  insert,  "  of  America." 

Line  9,  after  the  word  *^  Britain,"  strike  oCit  to 
the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert,  "*  the  Miid  United 
Kinj|;dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
aubjects  thereof." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  German,  to  poet- 
pooe  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the 
first  Monday  in  NoTember  next. 

Mr.  Gbrman  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  I  made  the  motion  to  postbona 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  now  before  us,  from 
a  conviction  tbat  it  will  be  extremely  iniorious  to 
he  country  to  pass  it  at  this  time.  I  feel,  sir,  that 
he  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  hat  a  pe- 


cuHor  interest  in  the  erent  of  this  question ;  and 
I  also  feel  tbe  weight,  of  the  interest  which  the 
nation  at  large  has  at  stake,  in  the  event  of  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  I  therefore  consider  it  a  duty 
1  owe  my  constituents,  to  use  every  reasonable 
exertion  in  ray  power  to  prevent  the  object  of  that 
bill,  until  tbe  country  is  better  prepared  to  carry 
it  into  effect. 

As  I  presume  the  war,  if  declared,  is  iotended 
to  be  an  offenkive  one,  I  will,  to  establish  thej>rO' 
priety  of  my  motion,  take  a  general  view  ofthe 
situation  of  this  country ;  of  its  meane  to  carry  oa 
offensive  operations^  as  well  m  to  djefeod  itseit 
and  of  the  situation  and  relative' strength  also  of 
the  country- we  a^tf  required  to  make  war  tipoe. 

I  am  ready  to  allow,  Mr.  President,  tbat  both 
Great  Britain  and  France  have  given  us  abuatl- 
ant  cause  for  war;  on  this  occasion,  therefore,  I 
shall  dispense  with  usinir  any  argument  which 
.might  serve  to  show,  that  if  we  were  even  in  a 
state  of  preparation,^  and  possessed  the  ipeans  of 
insuring  a  favorable  issue,  it  would  be  bad  policy 
for  this  cQuntry,  at  the  present  time,  to  enter  into 
war  with  Great  Britain,  although  perhaps  many 
weighty, reasons  might  oe  adduced  in  support  of 
sueh  argument. 

I  wiirffrst:caU  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  ability  and  strenffth  of  the  nation  we  afa 
about,  by  this  bill,  to  declare  war  against.  Gen-  < 
tl€;men  aught  to  recollect,  that  Great  Britain  has 
been  almost  eonstantly  engaged  in  war  for  twenty 
years  past  againat  one  of  the  most  powerful  na^ 
tiona  that  ever  existed  ;  and  for  a  considerabic 
part  of  that  tiine,  the  energies  of  her  eneiny  have 
been  directed  by  waHs  favorite  ^nips^-NaPo- 
Lxoir,  wh«  has  succeeded'  in  uniting  nearly  the 
whole  force  of  the  Continent  of.  Bnrope  against 
her :  against  that  irery  nation  which  we  are  about 
to  assail ;  and  what  has  been  the  effect  7  Is  Great 
Britain  less  powerful  now,  than  ^be  was  twenty 
years  ago?  No,  sir,  this  constant  warfare  has  in- 
creased her  powers  instead  of  diminishing  them. 
At  the  coijimencement  of  ti^e  war,  France  was 
nearly^  her  equal  on  the  ocean,  and  several  other 
nations  of  Europe  maintaioed  a  powerful  naval 
force.  But  what  is  their  situation  at  present? 
Has  not  Great  Britain  driven  them  all  from  the 
ocean  ?  And  does  she  not  remain  sole  mistress  ? 
I  ask,  gentlemen,  if  h^  ability  to  carry  on  a  dis- 
tant war  by  land  or  sea,  has  diminished  ?  The 
answer  must  be  that  it  has  increased  with  her  na- 
v^,  and  extended  with  her  dominion.  Great  Brit- 
am  now  commands  the  strength  and  resources  of 
most  of  the  West  India  islands,  aqd  many  of  tka 
ishinds  in  the  Indian  Oeean.  She  controls  the 
destinies  of  more  than  thirty  millions  of  people 
on  the  Continent  of  Asia.  And  she  has,  at  this 
time,  or  will  have,  if  we  engage  in  a  war  with 
her,  the  exclut ire  benefit  of  the  trade  of  the  world ; 
and  under  ^hese  circumstances  possesses  the  abil- 
ity to  carry  on  a  war  in  distant  countries  across 
the  ocean,  bey^ond  any  nation  ever  heard  of. 

These  considerations,  Mr.  President,  lead  me  to 
the  view  of  our  situation  and  means  of  defence, 
and  of  our  ability  to  carry  immediate  war  into  the 
colonies  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  I  will  first 
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eoander  the  skaiKfon  of  oar  marftime  frontfer,  foe- 
giDoine  at  N^w  Orleans,  anrd  ei^raJDe  this  sitoa- 
tioo  ofthat  place.'  We  learp  from  the  War  Office 
that  there  is  liUh  rising  of  oae  htuidred  regnlar 
tnofi  atationed  n^r  the  city  for  its  defence.  Now 
I  will  ask  any  genllemaa  if  that  paltry  forc^  is 
auflMieDt  for  that  object;  and  if  it-will  not  be  in 
th«  power  of  the  British  to  take  possession  of  (hat 
mty  within  sixty  days  af\er  yonr  declaration  of 
war  against  thetn  ?- If  gentlemen  ctriculate  on  the 
goodness  and  forbearance  of  the  enemy,  I  think 
tbej  will  be-  deceived.  Great  Britain  is  a  wily, 
aetiTe  nation;  She  has  been  trained  to  war.  She 
will  not  measure  her  ^Xem  and  QH>Tement3  by 
oars}  if  we  are  not  prepared  to  defend  our  s^porls,. 
ahe  will  not  wait  until  we  are;  atid  sfaotild  she 
get  possession  of  New  Orleans,  it  wilf  cost  much 
blood  and  treasure  to^ dislodge  her.  Passing  north- 
eriy  along  our  coast,  let  us  see  what  is  the  situa- 
tion of  our  m6st  valuable  cities.  Charleston  &nd 
Norfbik,~as  well  as  many  other  places  of  less  con- 
sequeoee,  are  found  expdsed  to  marine  attacks. 
And  when  we  reach  the  city  of  New  York  (th6 
satioo^^  great  em poriiim  of  trade)  do  we.  oa  view- 
\mg  ita  situation,  and  strength  of  the  public  works 
for  its  defence,  find  it  in  a  perfect  state  of  securi- 
ty? No,  air,  tmless  the  irfetftest  piirt  o^  your  frig- 
atea  are  stationed  there,  to  aid  your  fortifi<iation« 
asd  gunboats,  it  will  fall  a  prey  to  the  enemy. 
It^oab  be  assailed"  by  a  small  fleets  with  evtery  pros- 
pect of  siHscess.  The  only  resistance  thej  would 
BMet  with  would  be  in  passilig  the  fortmcations 
tm  Biateii  Island,  and  perhfips  h  fe#  shots  from 
Bedlow's  and  Eflis's  Islands.  They  might  soon 
place  thetoiselfeB  abreast  the  Works  at  the  fipper 
ettd  of  thocity^  the  weakest  of  them  all.  And  I 
have  no  doubt  two  seventy-fours  might  silencl^ 
Mm  woi-k  itt  twenty  or  thirty  minutes.  They 
would  then  meet  with  no  other  resistance  than 
fiom  travelling  guns  otf  the  shore  aod  from' the 
doekik  The  result  Would  probablv  be,  that  the 
city  would  be  set  on  fire,  or  a  contribution  extort- 
ed from  its  inhabitants.  I  will  nfow  pass  on  to 
Rhode  Island.  Does  the  prospect  of  secori ty  the^e 
flatter  qs  l-No.  sir*.  I  am  told  bv  competent  judges 
that  DOthing  snort  of  a  force  oi  frdip  three  to  nwe 
thofisand  men  can  defend  that  island.  Bostdn',  it 
is  said,  can  be  defended,  and  Is,  perhaps,  the  only 
•ecure  place  of  considerable  consequence  on  the 
seaboanl.  la  viewing  the  situation  alon|r  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine,  ando.ur  northern  frontier  up  the 
river  St.  Lavrrence,  and  the  Lakes  lo  Fort  Mai- 
den, and  from  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  do  we 
not  find  almost  ever^  point  and  place  where  there 
are  inhabitants,  snbje^t  to  the  incursions  bf  the 
enemy  ?  Have  they  not  more  troops  on  and  near 
the  Mne  thaa  we  have  ?  Yes,  sir,  they  have  ten 
10  our  one,  and  a  militia  which  the  Qovemm^nt 
of  Canada  have  been  Ailly  vigilant  in  training.  I 
QideraMnd  that  ever  since  the  prospect  of  war 
began  to  thicken  in  the  political  horizon,  they 
iiave-  trained  their  militia  three  or  four  times  a 
month,  and  hav#  paid  them  daily  v^ges  for  their 
services.  Not  so,  sir,  with  our  militia — ihey  have, 
if  is  true,  been  called  into  the  public  service  to 
do  the  duty  of  tegular  treope ;  and  what  h  now 


thi^ir  sithat'ton?  Sixteen  hundred  of  the  militia 
of  the  State  of  New  York  have  been  ordered  into 
public  service,  on  the  frontiers  of  that  State,  and 
have,  as  I  am  informed,  marched  to  their  pla<^e  H 
destination.  There  we  find  exhibiting  a  specta- 
cle that  would  wodnd  the  ibelings  of  the  most 
callous  man— loiXibut  hatB^  witTwtU  blankets  to 
cover  ihem^  itUhp'ia  axn^fi  kettles  to  cook  the  mts- 
erable  protnsions  furnished  them  by  the  Crovem' 
fwMxxmtrattors^  or  any  one  necessary  Jbr  camp 
equipage.  Their  officers  wifh  the  utfhost  dMcul- 
ty  prewenHng  their  marching  home  for  si^pre' 
sej'Vation,  Here,  Mr.  President^  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  ofihe  Senate  to  the  f^opriety  and  con- 
stitutionality of  calling  out  this  detachment  of 
militia,  at  a  time  when  no  enemy  menaced  an  in- 
vasion. The  Constitution  only  authorizes  the 
(General  dovemment  to  call  out  the  militia  to 
suppH^s  iiTSQrrection,  enforce  the  laWs,  and  repel 
invasion.  And  I  would  ask  whether  either  of  these 
events  had  happened  when  this  corps  of  militia 
were  ordered  out  ?  No.  It  it  well  known  that 
na  such  emergency  existed.  But  they  have  this 
miserable  consolation,  that  they  are  to  receive 
six  dollars  and  two-thirds  a  month,^for  their  ser- 
vi^s,  finding  their  own  clothes,  arms  and  accou- 
trements. I  do  not  mehtiod  these  thio^  with  a 
wish  tp  discourage  the  militia  from  serving  their 
cottntry  whep  tiecessary,  nor  do  I  believe  defend- 
ing them  in  their 'constitutional  rights  will  have 
that  effect,  for  I  am  fully  aware  that  there  is  no 
olaas  of  citizens  more  patriotic  or  wilting  to  de- 
fend their  country  than  they  are,  and  will  be  so 
(bund  when  the  safety  of  it  shall  really  demand 
th^ir  services. 

I  will  now  resume  the  consideration  of  our  sit- 
uation op  the  LlEikes  to  Detroit  and  Fort  Maiden. 
Here  itn^ast  be  remembered  that  the  British  com- 
mand thfe  Lakes.  We  are  told  that  Governor  Hull 
is  marching  to  the  defence  of  Detroit  with  twelve 
hundred  militia  A-otn  the  State  of  Ohio,  together 
with  four  himdred  regular  troops,  formed  and  dis- 
ciplined for  action  by  the  brave  Colonel  Boyd. 
These  troops,  I  hope,  will  be  better  supplied  and 
provided  for  than  those  on  the  frontier  of  New 
York.  It  is  whispered  by  some  of  the  favorites 
who  are  suffered  to  know  the  projects  of  our  Qov- 
emmeht,  that  the  British  have  sent  a  part  of  their 
regular  troops,  together  with  a  number  of  Indians, 
from  Fort  Maiden  to  Fort  Erie,  near  the  Falls  of 
Niagara ;  and  this  is  taken  as  certain  evidence  of 
the  weakness  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Maiden,  and 
that  that  fort  may  consequently  be  surprised  and 
taken  bv  Grovernor  Hull  with  little  difficulty. 
Now  I  draw  the  exact  contrary  conclusion  from 
this  circumstance;  for  the  British  must  have 
known  that  Qorernor  Hull  was  on  his  march  to 
Detroit,  and  if  they  had  been  weak  at  Fort  Mai- 
den they  never  would  have  detached  part  of  their 
force  and  sent  it  to  the  aid  of  Fort  Erie.  But 
presuming  they  had  not  heard  of  Governor  Hull's 
march,  and  that  they  had  left  that  fort  compara- 
tively defencel^  they  will  assuredly  learn  it  soon 
enough  to  have  the  detachment  return  by  water 
before  Gfovemor  Hull  can  reach  Maiden.  And  if 
in  the  attempt  to  take  Fort  Maiden,  Gfovernor 
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Holl  shcuid  meet  with  a  defeat,  the  consequeoces 
will  be  akriDiog;  for «  do  reiDforcemeot  cao  be 
sent  bim,iior  any  assistaDce afforded  soor  enough 
to  prevent  a  disastrous  termination  of  the  expedi- 
tion. In  that  case  the  British,  with  a  partial  aid 
from  the  Indians,  migbt  cross  the  river  and  take 
possession  of  Detroit ;  and  if  they  should  then  ob- 
tain  the  assistance  of  the  Indians  generally,  it  will 
be  io  their  power  to  drive  in  al(  the  frontier  set- 
tlements ofphio;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt 
whea  this  war  is  once  commenced  that  nearly iill 
the  Indians  will  flocic  to  the  British  standard.  I 
will  here  take  the  liberty  of  adverting  to  com- 
plaints of  our  Grovernment,  in  tne  difUomatic  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Foster  f  and  must  acknow- 
ledge, after  so  much  talk  about  British  perfidy, 
with  regard  to' exciting  the  Indians  to  make  war, 
upon  us,  I  am  disappointed  when  I  refer  to  the 

Froof  offered  by  tbe  Executive  on  that  subject* 
did  expect  that  after  it  was  made  a  particular 
part  of  an  Executive  message,  the  proof  offered  in 
Us  support  would  hav6  been  clear  anxl  coi^clusive. 
Far  be  k  from  me  that  I  should  wish  to  become 
the  apologist  for  any  of  the  aggressions  of  the 
British  upon  our  rights,  or  any  of  their  unfriendly 
conduct  towards  us,  but  I  think,  if  our  Executive 
instead  uf  carping  and  scolding  about  the  vigilance 
of  the  British,  in  inducing  the  Indians  Cb  join  then^ 
in  the  event  of  a  war  between  the  two  countries, 
had  been  more  vigilant  in  furnishing  the  Indians 
with  the  necessaries  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  from  Out  public  trading  houses  and 
other  sources,  and  had  seasonably  recommended 
to  Congress  to  have  authorized  the  Executive  to 
make  the  Indians  some  suitable  presents,  at  proper 
times,  it  would  have  been  productive  of  mo^e  good 
to  oiir  western  frontier.  It  is  said  that  the  British 
furnish  the  Indians  with  arms  and  ammunition ; 
well,  do  not  our  public  stores  and  traders  do  the 
same  ?  And  do  not  the  Indians  depend  upon  their 
arms  and  ammunition  for  their  daily  sub^stence  t 
It  should  be  recollected  that  they  are  a  people 
who  live  by  hunting,  and  they  jnust  be  supplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition  from  some  quarter  or 
other.  While  I  am  on  this  subject,  Mr  Pre^dent, 
I  will  beg  leave  just  to  notice  the  Indian  war  be- 
tween the  troops  under  the  command  of  Governor 
Harrison,  and  the  Prophet  and  his  kdherents — I 
mean  the  famous  battle  of  Tippecanoe;  and  I 
will  ask,  sir,  for  what  purpose  was  Governor  Har- 
rison and  the  army  under  his  commaad  sent 
against  those  people? 

If  there  was  any  disagreement  between  the  In- 
diansandour  Government,  why  were  not  discreet 
commissioners  sent  to  tr<>at  with  them  first,  and 
let  them  know  that  the  Gavernment  was  willing 
to  do  them  justice  ?  It  is  natural  to  suppose  that 
the  Prophet  and  his  four  or  ^t^  hundred  asso- 
ciates would  never  have  calculated  on  coercing 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  out  of  much 
more  than  what  was  their  jdst  right  to  receive. 
And,  upon  what  authority  was  this  war  waged  7 
Was  not  our  army  collected  and  marched  two  or 
three  hundred  miles,  in  a  threatening  manner, 
and  without  any  declaration  of  war?  And  did 
not  Governor  Harrison  plant  his  army  in  a  me- 


nacing attitude  before  the  Indian  town,  on  their 
own  lands,  and  in  their  own  territory  ?  And  had 
not  tbe  Prophet  and  his  party  sufficient. reason  to 
believe  that  every  tHiqg  dear  to  them  ivas  at  stake? 
Yes,  sir,  their  homes,  their  firesides,  and  their  all, 
was  about  to  be  destroyed,  except  they  submitted 
ancooditionally  to  the  cotomander  who  had,  per- 
haps, been  the  cause  o(  all  the  difficulty  which 
subsisted  between  the  Indians  and  xmr  Govern- 
ment. And  1  must  here  ask,  Mr.  Pre^ideot,  if  any 
one  can  blame  the  Indians  for  fighting^  under 
such  circumstances  ?  t^o^  sir.  I  conceive  if  they 
had  not  foueht  they  Would  have  debased  iHimaa 
nature  itself.  Since,  then,  this  flame  is  kindled, 
and  that,  too,-  by  ourselves,  is  it  prudent  to  wage 
a  premature  war  with  Great. Britain,  and  briag 
her  force  in  reality  and  openly  in  aid  of  the  sav- 
age tottahawk  and  sbalping-knife,  already  raised 
agains(  our  innocent  frontier  settkmente  1  I  thii^k 
the  more  prudent  course  would  be  first  to  treat 
with  the  Indians,  to  send  some  iwo  or  three  dis- 
creet and  proper  men  amotig  them  to  promise 
them  justice  and  friendship,  and  ireaUy  to  perform 
what  is  just  and  right  towards  them;  aiid,  theap 
my  word  for  it,  they  wouJd  be  willing  to  remain 
at  peace  with.us,  la  the  mean  time  let  us  raise 
and  discipline  our  army  and  fortify  our  seaports 
and  harbors.  •  And  when  we  are  prepared,  if 
Great  Britain  does  not,  in  the  mean  time,  do  as 
justice,  we  can  then  attack  her  colonies  with  more 
certain  prospects  of  success ;  and,  with  the  satis- 
faction, too,  of  having  first  detached  from  her  the 
aid  of  a  savage  enemy,  whose  known  rule  of  war- 
fare is  to  spare  neither  axe  nor  sex.  ' 

I  will  next,  Mr.  President,  take  a  view  of  oar 
real  effective  disposable  force,' whicb*,  in  the  event 
of  immediate  war,  is  to  protect  aini  defend  the 
vast  extent  of  our  Northern  and  Western  frontier, 
which  will  be  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy,  especially  if  we  have  war  with  the  Brit- 
ish and  Western  Indians,  both  at  the  same  tinM. 
If  we  may  consider  the  statement  obtained  from 
the  head  of.  the  Wa^  Department,  as  correct, 
what  a  discouraging  appearance  does  it  affo^  us! 
The  records  in  the  War  Office  tell  us  that,  includ* 
ing  officers,  there  are  between  six  and  seven  thoo- 
sand  men  in  the  two  old  armies ;  but  as  to  the  new 
army  of  25,000  men,  it  is  difficult  to  give  aAy 
certain  account  of  the  number  recruited.  It  is, 
however,^id,  that  oMers.have  been  issued  direct- 
ing the  recruiting  officers  to  make  monthly  re- 
turns (  but,  from  information  which  cannot  be 
(iouhted,  it  seems  that  these  orders  have  net  been 
observed ;  so  that  the  War  Department  are  qirite 
in. the  dark  as  to  the  number  actually  enlisted  in 
the  new  army.  1  understand,  however,  that  an 
estimate,  by  the  head  of  tbe  War  Department, 
sets  them  down  at  about  five  thousand,  more  or 
less,  I  suppose,  as  the  case  may  be.  Bot,suppoe* 
ing  our  three  distinct  armies  to  actually  consist 
of  nine  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  the  sick, 
(which^  will  be  found  a  very  liberal  estimate,) 
they  do  not  then  give  you.  men  .enough  to  man 
the  guns  in  the  works  for  the  defence  of  the 
Western  frontier  and  seaports.  The  most  of  the 
six  thousand  men  of  the  old  army  appear  to  be 
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spread  over  the  wbok  ezteot  of  the  Uoited  Suites 
•sd^heir  Terdtories;  and,  this  beioc  the  case, 
wberd  is  the  army  tocoiQe  from  for  theioyasioo 
of  Canada  ?  Jf  gentlemen  calctilate  on  the  new 
army, of  25,000  men  for  that  purpose,  I  will  ask 
them  10  show  roe  the  army,. or  inform  Yne  where 
it  may  be  found  1  Is  it  under  the  direction  and 
daily  discipline  of  the  Gommander-in-Chief  on 
the  grand  reodez76us  at  Albany ;  or  is  it  only  an 
army  on  papery  or  is  it  the  small  part  which  may 
be  recruited,  Und  are  spread  over  the  Union  at  the 
different  recruiting  places,  following  the  recruit- 
ing sergeant,  and  the  drum  and  fife,  in  the  rags 
"which  happen  to  cover  them  when  they  enlist} 
and  not  knowing  how  long  they  m'ay  remain  in 
that  forlorn  conoition,  for  the  want  of  provident 
care  in  the  War  Department? 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  will,  for  a  moment,, sup- 
pose this  army  was  raised,  and  marched  on  to  the 
grand  parade  near  Albany;  and  I  will  then  ask, 
air,  how  soon  it  could  be  sqfBciently  disciplined 
and  formed  fit  for  actual  servke?  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  much  military  skill,  but  I  am  inform- 
ed by  thosein  whose  judgment  and  experience  I 
can  confide,  that  nine  months,  at  least,  is  neces- 
sary (or  this  puTposC)  when,  an  army  is  made  np 
of  raw  recruits.  Young  meii  who  biive  done  lit- 
tle or  no  Qoilitary  duty,  collected  froni  the  difier- 
ent  States  of  the  Union,  inhabiting  different  cli- 
mates, and  possessing  diflerent  customs  and  man- 
ners,, as  well  as  prejudices;  under  such  circum- 
stance^ it  will,  I  have  little  doubt,  require  a 
whole  year  to  form  the  platoon  jDSicers  of  this 
army ;  and  officers  canqot  discipline  the  men  till 
tlto^  learn  their. own  duty.  I  believe  it  is  ((uite 
as  important  to  have  your  officers  understand 
their  duty  as  the  men,  if  not  more  so ;  because 
the  soldiers,  in  the  movements  and  evoltiiions 
oif  an  arn^,  are  mere  machines,  actuated  by  the 
directions  of  their  officers ;  which,  if  we  view  the 
higher  ffrades  of  such  as  the  field,  staff,  and  gen- 
eral officers,  can  we  with  propriety  calculate  on 
.the  experience  of  those  among  them  who^  servi- 
ces in  our  Revoiutionafy  war  have  justly  entitled 
Ibem  to  our  attention  at  the  present  crisis  in  as 
unple  a.nd  confidential  a  manner  as  if  no  recess 
or  lapse  of  experience  had  tak^n  place  ?  It  strikes 
me,  sir,  that  it  may  be  fairly  questioned  whether, 
from  age  and  the  want  of  practice  since  1783, 
they  have  not  lost  that  knowledge  tbeir  hard  ex- 
perience had  formerly  afforded  them.  However, 
air,  for  my  part,  I  am  always  willing  to  repose 
the  greatest  confidence  in  our  Revolutionaryoffi. 
cers  and  soldiers,  and  trust  the  youo|  soldiers 
will  prove  themselves  ec^ually  worthy  of  my  con* 
fidence. 

Before  we  take  the. step  proposed  by  the  bill 
before  us,  I  think  we  ought  also  to  make  some 
calculation  on  the  general  state  of  the  nation. 
Except  some  trifling  Indian  war,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected we  have  been  twenty-nine  years  at  peace, 
and  have  become  a  nation,  in  a  great  degree,  of 
active  money-makers.  We  have  lost  much  of 
the  spirit  of  war  and  chivalry  possessed  by  our 
Revolutionary  fathers  ;  and  we  are  a  people,  also, 
aoi  over  fond  of  paying  taxes  to  the  extent  of  our 


ability,  and  this  because  our  purses  have  been 
sweated  down  by  our  restrictive  system,  till  they 
have  become  light. 

I  shall  now  beg  leave  to  trespass  on  your  atten- 
tion, Mr.  President,  while  I  advert  to  the  situa- 
tion of  ojur  small  but  daring  navy,  the  increase  of 
which,  it  will  be  Temembered,  hafe  been  decided 
against  by  this  Senate^  during  the  present  session. 
It  is  trae,  provision  has  been  made  for  rebuilding 
some  three  or  four  frigates,  which  had  been  deem- 
ed unworthy  of  repair ;  and  that  a  small  sum  of 
money  has  been  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
materials  for  building  some  vessels  of  war  at  a 
future  day,  hut  the  appropri|ition  is  so  scanty  that 
very^-little  can  be  expected  from  it.  I  am,  how- 
ever, ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  few  ships  we 
have  ready  for  service  are  good  ones,  and  1  have 
no  doubt  but  they  are  kept  in  proper  order  for  im- 
mediate and  active  employment.  This,  however, 
I  am  perfectly  confident  of,  that  there  is  not  a 
brs^ver  set  of  officers  and  sailors  in  existence, 
than  those  by  whom  they  are  commanded  and 
m^qived ;  but  we  cannot,  therefore,  expect  that 
this  little  fleet,  if  it  mav  be  so  called,  can  be 
competent  to  hold  in  check  any  detachment  that 
Great  Britain  is  able  to  send  upon  our  coast  from 
her  thousand  ships.  It  would  be  a  sacrifice  of 
justice  to  imagine  it.  •  Prior  to  any  declaration  of 
war,  Mr.  President,  iny  pl^n  would  be,  and  my 
first  wish  IS,  to  prepare  for  it*-to.put  the  country 
in  complete  armor— in  the  attitude  imperiously 
demanded  in  a  crisis  of  war,  and  to  which  it  must 
be  brought  before  any  war  can  be  effective — this, 
too,  would  be  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Executive ;,  but  I  would  not  first  rashly  com- 
mit the  nation  by  such  a  measure,  and  then  begin 
to  look  about  us  and  try  to  make  preparation  for 
meeting  the  calamity  we  have,  without  consider- 
ation, brought  upon  ourselves. 

It  will  be  necessary.  Mr.  President,  to  take  a 
view  of  |he  subject  oi  ways  and  means  on  this 
occasion,  and  see  what  aspect  the  finances  of  the 
nation  ^afford.  '  It  i?'  well  known  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  that  our  Treasury  is  empty, 
and  that  the  Government  has  been  under  the 
nece^vsity  of  authorizing  loans  in  time  of  peace; 
but  has  the  sanguine  expectations  relative  to  the 
suhscriptions  for  the  eleven  million  loan,  author- 
ized this  session,  been  at  all  answered?  I  be- 
lieve npt.  If  my  recollection  serves  me  faith- 
fully, there  is  about  five  millions  still  wanting  to 
complete  the  subscription  to  the  loan  for  the  cur- 
rent year's  expenditures;  and  here  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  what  quarter  of  the  Union  has  been 
most  retniss  on  this  patriotic  occasion.  If  I  were 
to  inquire  how  much  the  States  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghany motkntaios  have  subscribed  to  this  loan,  I 
believe  the  answer  would  be,  not  one  dollar;  but, 
sir,  if  the  people  in  those  States  have  not  been 
found  forward  in  their  subscriptions  towards  car- 
rying on  the  war,  their  Representatives  have 
made  up  for  this  deficiency  by  being  forward  and 
liberal  enough  in  their  war  speeches.  They  have 
raised  the  war-whoop  equal  to  those  of  ai»y  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  and  particularly  the  represen- 
tation from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  one  of  the 
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geatlemen,  in  this  Senate,  ODijr  excepted.  After 
the  war  is  once  commenced,  however,  I  presume 
gentlemen  wUl  find  something  more  forcible  than 
empty  war  speeches  wil]  be  necessary.  It  will 
not  be  sufficient,  then,  to  rely  on  war- speech eis, 
documents,  nor  proclamations,  to  repel  the  attack 
of  an  enemy,  or  to  carry  war  into  their  territory. 
And  I  have  understood  that  the  people  of  those 
States  are  not  extremely  partial  to  internal  and 
direct  taxes,  nor  were  ihey  very  promptly  Col- 
lected and  paid  there,  when  formerly  laid,  utider 
the  Administration  or  Mr.  Adams.     ' 

In  crossing  the  Alieghanies,  we  look  almost  in 
▼ain  in  the  States  of  Georp^ia  and  South  Caro- 
lina for  that  liberal  sspirit  m  (iontributiog.to  the 
loan,  which  was  no  doubt  ^o  much  relied  on  by 
their  representation  in  the  famous  war  speeches, 
when  they  urged  war  on  almost  any  terras.  The 
banks  find  people  of  those  States,  in  refusing  to 
subscribe,  have  evinced  a  backwardness,  which, 
from  the  language  of  war  held  by  their  represent 
tation,  was  least  to  have  beep  expected  \  although 
it  is  there  perhaps  that  we  may  find  the  combus- 
tibles which  have  kindled  this  mighty  war  flame, 
and  precipitated  this  nation  iff  the  verse  of  ruin. 
We  will  now,  sir,  pass  on  to  good  old  Virginia, 
the  Ancient  Dominion^-that  proud  State,  which 
has  governed  this  nation  twenty  years  out  of 
twenty-four — and  there,  sir,  we  may  also  look 
for  her  full  proportion  of  th«  Cause  and  origin  of 
this  untimely  war  measure,*  this  fatal  tragedy, 
which,  before  it  is  over,  will  cause  the  country  to 
suffer  pain  in  every  member,  and  to  bleed  at 
every  pore.  Yes,  sir.  if  Virginia's  son^  have  not 
been  as  open  and  ardent  in  producing  this  fatal 
bill  as  those  of  some  other  States^  they  have,^o 
doubt  acted  their  part  well  behind  the  curtain  as 
prompters.  But  how  stands  this  proud  head  o^ 
ihe  nation  on  the  books  for  the  subscription  to 
the  loan?  Has  she,  by  the  paltry  sum  abe -has 
aubscribed,  evinced  her  determination  to  avenge 
her  country's  wrongs  ?  Or  has  she,  by  that,  sup- 
ported the  zeal  so  strdngly^  and  so  rejp^atedly  pro- 
fessed ?  We  shall  find,  sir,  that  these  States  will 
not  be  more  liberal  in  ruriiisbiag  soldiers  to  fight 
your  battles  than  they  have  been  in  assisting  in 
the  means  of  laaintaining  and  paying  them. 
Their  liberality  and  willingness  to  furnuh  your 
armies,  and  every  other  place  in  the  Government, 
with  officers,  1  do  not  doubt;  but  further,  or  other 
aid,  need  be  little  expected. 

If  this  representation  I  have  been  making  to 
the  Senate  be  facts,  whence  are  we  to  expect  sub- 
acriptions  to  fill  the  remainder  of  this  los^n,  and 
where  is  the  money  to  come  from  after  this  year? 
It  is  not,  I  believe,  to  be  expected  from  those 
States  whose  Representatives  seem  to  be  so  liberal 
in  Totes  and  speeches  for  immediate  war ;  but,  if 
it  is  to  be  filled  at  all,  it  must  be  done  by  the 
States  and  people  north  of  the  Potomac.  Yes, 
sir,  both  the  money  and  men  to  carrv  oa  the  war, 
must  mostly  come  from  the  Northern  States, 
where  the  people  are  opposed  to  entering  into  the 
war  in  this  blind  and  rash  manner,  without  sys- 
tem or  preparation.  And,  according  to  the  cal^ 
«ulation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 


I  imagine  to  possess  as  much  sagacity  as  any  of 
the  Cabinex,  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  loans 
in  future  for  carrying  on  the  war  short  of  eight 
I)er  cent.;  and  when  that  takes  place,  we  may 
i'reelv  say,  we  have  seen  nearly  all  the  measures 
of  Mr.  Adams/'s  Administration  revived. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  now  taken  a  view  of  the 
ability  of  the  country  we,  are  about  to  make  war 
upon,  to  sustain  that  war,  and  make  it  terriUe  to 
us;  I  have  also  shown  the  wretched  unprepared 
situation  my  country  \$  in,  to  repel  the  attacks  of 
an  enemy,  much  less  of  carrying  walr  into  the  en- 
emy's territory  with  a'probability  of  success.  If 
I  have  given  a  true  statement  of  the  situation  of 
the  disposable  force  of  the  two  countries ;  if  I  have 
drawn  a  true  picture  (although  i^  very  disagree- 
able task  for  me  to  perform)  of  the  situation  ^ 
our  cmintry,  and  of  our  present  inability  to  make 
war  upon  Great  Britain  ;  aUd  if  I  have  not  been 
deceived  by  thy, zeal  add  anxiety  to  check' the 
passage  of  this  bill  and  to,  avoid  the  evils  whieb 
in  liiy  judgment  it  will  bring  upon  mv  belored 
country,  (and  my  honest  conviction  is  that  I  hare 
not,)  can  it  be  possible,  that  as  grave  and  discreetm 
body  as  this  Senate,  with  th^  acknowledged  joa^ 
tice  of  my>statementft  before  them,  will,  at  this 
time,  pass  the  bill  under  consideration  ?  Can  we 
look  for  a  blessing  without  the  use  of  rational 
nieans?  Does  God  in  his  providence  <iver  dis- 
pense his  blessings  on  any  but  those  who  %xt  Tigi^ 
lant  in  the  use  of  means?  Csn  we  expect  to 
reapi  if  we  neglect  to  sow  ?  If  we  do,  the  crop 
will  surely  be  briars,  thorps^  and  thistles.  I  muse 
call  on  every  member  of  this  Senate  to  pause  be* 
fore  he  leaps  into  or  crosses  the  Rubicon — de- 
claring war  IS  passing  the  Rubicon  in  reaHty,'and 
YOU  cannot  recross  it  when  you  please.  It  must 
be  remembered,  that  when  yoti  once  declare  wftr, 
yon  must  obtain  the  consent  of  your  enemy  be- 
fore you  can  make  peace.  And  gentlemen  may 
be  assured  that  if  we  do  not  pause  and  reflect, 
before  we  act,  the  people  will  Teflect  and  exam- 
ine pur  deeds  after  we  have  acted;  and  if^  contrarf 
taevery  principle  of  prudence  and  common  sense, 
we.at  this  time  .declare  War 'the  people,  who  are 
always  governed  by  the  rules  of  C9mmon  sense, 
deduced  from  practical  observation,  vTili,  after 
they  have  had  time  to  reflect,  dismiss  us  as  un- 
profi table  servants. 

I  do  not.  Mr.  President,  oppose  the  pnsageof 
the  bill  at  this  time,  or  press  so  hard  for  its  post- 
ponement, because  I  doubt  .the  justice  of  oor  cause 
or  perfidy  of  the  enemy,  we  are  about  to  declare 
war  upon.  Nor  snouid  I  haye  doubted  our  own 
ability,  had  our  resources  been  well  husbanded, 
for  four  or  §L^e  past  years,  to  make  the  war  ter- 
rible to  our  enemy— but  the  tale  of  the  bad  man- 
agement of  our  resources,  is  too  obvious  and  too 
lamentable' to  be  told  at  this  time ;  although,  with- 
out subjecting  myself  to  the  charge  of  raisin^^  a 
cry  against  the  Executive,  I  may  assert,  it  is  a 
notorious  and  lamentable  fact,  that  the  President 
neglected  to  fill  the  ranks  in  the  additional  army, 
during  the  period  between  the  adjournment  of  t^e 
last  and  the  meeting  of  the  present  Congress ;  and 
he  has  also  negiecud  to  direct  the  purchase  of 
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the  neeessary  muDitiont  of  war  wben  aj^propria- 
tioDs  bad  been  made  by  the  Eieventh  CoDgeess, 
for  both  pttrppses.  Thene  negieeUnaturaUy  cre- 
ated a  suspioioo  of  the  nincerity  of  (he  Preei* 
dent's  War  Message.  There  is  another  fact,  a 
serious  a  matevial  fact,  whick  I  have  heard  ac- 
knowledged by  almost  everv  member  of  this  Sen- 
ate :  it  is  this,  tbat  the  head  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment ia  in  a  great  d^^re^  deficient  in  sfciti,  unable 
to  systematize,* and  wknting  energy  to  execute  the 
tteoessary  business  of  that  department.  Why  hot 
place  a  man  of  competent  ability  at  the  head  ^f 
yonr  War  Department,  one  who^ll  reduce  the 
Dusiness  of  (hat  department  to  prder,  who  mil 
mark  ont  a  regnlar  system  of  discipline  and  ger- 
enmentfor  your  Armir,  i^nd  more  partieularly 
the  staff  of  it ;  so  that  when  your  disposable  force 
may  be  brought  lo  act  upon  thjp  enemy  there  may 
be  a  prospect  of  advantage  or  victory  ?         ^ 

If  the  takine  of  Canada,  Mr.  President,  is  the 
real  object  of  the  war,  no  discreet  Executive 
would  wish  th^t  war  declared^  until  he  saw  a 
force  raised,  concentrated^  and  disciplined,  that 
would  warrant  the  calculation  of  Montreal's  being 
In  our  possession  within ^  six  Weeks  after  the  de- 
claration ;  for  if  Canada  is  not  assailed  in  this 
manner,  the  conflict  must  be  lengthy*  and" conse- 
^ently  more  bloody  if  not  doubtml.  If  you 
commence  the  a  tuck  at  Fort  Maiden,  and  pursue 
the  enemy  down  the  lakes  and  rivers,  they  will 
be  falling  back  or  retreating  on  their  reinforce* 
ments,  and  constantly  increasiag  and  eoocentra- 
ting  their  forces;  and  would  perhaps^beable  to 
hold  your  anhy  in  check  before  it  reaches  Mon^ 
trml ;  but  let  your  artily  be  enabled  by  its^trength 
to  first  possess'  itself  of  Muntr^l,  and  all  the  up- 
per countrr  must  fall  of  course;  you  would  then 
soon  be  able  to  draw  the  line  dividing  your  army, 
and  thst  of  your  enem^  between  Montreal  and 
Ctuebec,  and  when  this  is  accomplished  you  have 
put  an  end  to  the  Indian  war,  by  cutting  the  In- 
dians off  from  any  further  succor  from  the  Brit^ 
ish.  Did  I  wish,  sir,  to  embarraas  the  Executive 
at  the  exneose  or  the  blood  and  treasure  of  my 
country*  I  would  vote  for  the  immediate  passage 
of  this  bill;  I  would  strive  to  bring  on  premai* 
lure  war,  espeeiallysiflea  he  has  reeO»mende4 
it ;  and  I  must,  sir,  be  here  permitted  to^ek,  who 
iispUys  the  greatest  inenclsbi»  fot  the  Fresident, 
tboce  that  wish  to  plunge  him  and  the  nattoo 
fewh  the  preei)nee  which  presents  itself  to  os^ 
m  tkose  wjio  wish  to  cheek  this  ha^rdous^this 
VBeertain  step? 

I  do  not,  Mr.  President,  draw  all  these  diecour- 
aging  pictures,  or  relate  these  lamentable  fkcts, 
because  I  would  shrink  from  the  conflict  or  ter- 
rors of  war.  for  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  my 
iiuured  country,  sooner  than  any  gentleman  6f 
this  Senate,  nor  with  a  wish  that  all  these  evils 
lUay  be  realized  ;  my  obje<^t  is  to  avert  them  from 
my  country.  I  do  it,  sir,  to  check  the  precipitate 
step  of  plunging  my  country  prematurely  into  a 
war,  without  any  of  the  means  of  making  the 
war  terrible  to  our  eaeidy ;  and  with  the  cer^ 
uiaty  that  it  will  be  lerriblet  to  ourselves,  or  al 
leaet  to  our  merohaats,  our  seaports,  and  cities. 


Yes,  sir;  the  millions  that  yx>ur  merchants  will 
lose  in  conseqtience  of  this  rash,  this  premature 
step,  will  strike  them  with  terror  and  dismay 
from  New  Orleans  to  Maine ;  and  ^ow  lamenta- 
ble it  is  that  a  war,  which  has  for  its  avowed  ob- 
ject the  protection  of  commercial  rights,  should 
be  commenced  at  a  time  and  in  a  manner  which 
will  prove  more  destructive  to  commerce  itself 
than  all  the  pluoderings  and  burnings  of  both 
Franoe  and  England.  But  I  conclude  the  osten- 
sible object  of  this  wtir  is  to  force  the  cotton  and 
tobacco  trade  into  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
to  support  the  Executive  in  the  declaration,  tbat 
the  Berlin  and  Milietn  decrees  are  revoked ;  but  it 
should  be  recollected,  that  it  will  not  only  be 
necessary  in  or^er  to  enforce  a  market  for  our 
eotion  and  tobacco  upon  the  Continent,  to  obtain 
a  repeal  of  the  British  orders;  but  it  will  be  also 
necessary  to  force  Napoleon  to  give  up  his  conti* 
nental  system,  or  make  an  exception  in  ^  in  our 
favor ;  ^nd  >ven  if  he  permits  us  to  go  to  the 
Continent  with  the  produce  of  our  soil,  his  tariff 
of  duties  is  an  exclusion  to  our  trade,  for  cotton 
and  tolMcco  will-scarcely  pay  freightand  charges^ 
I  must  u(Sw  ask,  sir,  with  what  force  we  are  to 
effectuate  all  these  desirable  objects  1  Are  our 
six  thousand  men,  and  the  fe^v  raw  recruits  of 
the  new  army  spread  over  the  vast  extent  of 
these  United  States  and  their  Territories,  and  our 
little  fleet  of  four  or  five  frigates,  equal  to  the  in- 
vasion of  the  Caoadas.  and  the  protection  of  our 
miiritime  frontiers^  and  to  strike  the  British  Gov- 
ernment and  the  inflexible  Napoleion  with  such 
terrors,  that  we  are  to  expect  thiey  will  abandon 
their  system  of  .warfare  against  each  other?  I 
presume  no  one  will  pretend  to  sa^r  they  are« 
Well,  then,  why  declare  w<^  at  this  time;  why 
will  gentlemen  not  defer  until  your  new  army 
of  twenty-flve  thousand  men  are  raised  and  dis- 
ciplined fit  for  service  1  It  must  be  believed,  sir, 
if  we  i^ow  declare  war,  that  the  object  of  it  is 
not  for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  oecause  wa 
have  not  the  means  provided;  audi  am  some- 
what at  a  loss  to  discover  the  real  object,  but  if  I 
dare  indulge  a'  suspicion  tliat  the  real  and  avowed 
objects  are  different,  I  should  say  this  war  is  to  be 

Sfeclafed,-but  not  prosecuted,  other  than  in  a  de- 
eQsivemanner^and  consequently  altogether  with<* 
in  our  own  territory,  and  to  operate  as  an  enforce- 
ment of  the  restrictive  system,  and  may  with 
propriety  be  called  the  terrapin  war,  and  be  by 
some  considered  more  popular  than  a  continu- 
ance of  the  embargo. 

^I  have^heacd  some  complaints  and  charges  of 
inconsistencv  against  those  members  of  Congress 
who  voted  lor  raising  the  twepty-flve  thousand 
men,  because  they  would  not  now  vote  for  war ! 
I  never  once  supposed,  noi^  would  anybody  in 
their  senses  suppose,  a  vote  to  raise  an  army  as  a 
preparatory  measure  to  coerce  justice  from  a 
neighboring  nation,  would  impose  the  obligation 
of  voting  lor  a  declaration  of  war,  before,  that 
army  should  be  raised.  For  my  part,  sir,  ever 
since  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Senate,  I 
have  uniformly  voted  appropriations  for  the  put- 
ting my  eountry  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  to  pre- 
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pare  it  for  war.  A  country  well  prepared  to  meet 
war  will  scarcely  find  war  necessary,  but  if  it 
cannot  be  avoided,  preparation  does  away  half 
its  terrors.  And  if  genilenlen  will  show  rae  an 
army  of  twenty-fire  thousand  naen,  welt  formed, 
disciplined,  and  supplied,  at  the  place  of  the 
grand  rendezvous  near  Albany,  give  ds  a  reason- 
able increase  of  our  i^vy,  and  will  place  both  the 
great  belligerents  on  the  sarae  footing,  (as  I  con- 
sider them  equal  trespassers  on  our  rights,). then, 
I  say,  if  Great  Britain  wii(  not  do  us  justice,  I 
will  vote  at  the  proper  time  a  declaration  of  war 
against  her ;  and  1  will  tiiSe  my  utmost  exertions  to 
make  the  war  terrible  to  her — but  to  declare  war 
without  the  means  of  making  the  enemy  feel  its 
horrors,  and  at  a  time  when  it  must  produtse  evil 
and  terrors  only  to  ourselves,  strikes  roe  witb 
astonishment.  If  War  is  declared  befdre  we 
have  a  force  raised  sufficient  to  subdue  Canada', 
we  shall  have  war  upon  our  northern  frontier, 
and  perhaps  it  will  be  pushed  into  our  territory ; 
this  will  be  particularly  alarming  iind  distressing 
to  the  inhabitants  on  the  Canada  line; 'and  your 
militia  will  be  called  out  from  their  usual  busi- 
ness and  avocations  of  life,  into  the  field,  as  sol- 
diers for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  settlements, 
and  you  will,  have  all  the  expense  of  a  regular 
campaign,  without  any  of  its  benefits;  besides 
that,  the  evils  attending  upon  calling  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  militia  into  actual  Service  for  any 
considerable  time,  is  almost  incalculable.  After 
a  short  time,  sickness,  deat^i,  and  many  otlrer 
evils  Will  teach  you  ite  impropriety  of  relying 
on  them  for  the  carrying  on  the  war ;  and  thi 
dif^couraging  effects,  which  th^se  calamities  nat- 
urally attendant  on  militia  camps  will  have  jon 
the  community,  whet  those  who  survive  return 
home  to  theif  families  and  friends,  and  tell  the 
mournful'  tale,  are  to  be  seriously  deprecated; 

But,  sir,  when  I  look  round  this  Senate,  and 
see  a  number  of  eur  Revolutionary  patriots 
who  have  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  my  hopes  are  cheered.  It  is  to- them 
I  look  at  this  time;  it  is  from  their  experiemse 
and  discretion  (venerable' fathers  of  their  coun- 
try) that  that  country  expects  this  impending 
evil  10  be  ^verted.  And  can- it  be  possible 
that  the  younger  m^  of  this  Senate,  who  mtist 
have  descended  from  so  discreet  and  noble  an 
ancestrv  as  thejr  Revolutionary  fathers  proved 
themselves  to  be,  should  suffer  their  judgment  to 
be  samisle4  as  to  vote  against  the  postponement 
of  this  measure,  which  may,  if  it  passes  under 
<hc  present  circumstances,  put  to  the  test  tbe  very 
existence  of  the  Constitution  uhdei^  which  we 
have  enjoyed  so  much  liberty  and  happiness,  and 
the  attainment  of  which' cost  our  fathers  so'much 
blood  and  treasure! 


Monday,  June  15. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  >  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and  the 
United  Slates  and  their  territories,"  together 
with  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Qeiwaii  to  post- 


Sone  the  further  oonsiieration  thereof  until  the 
rst  Monday  in  November  next-: 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  it 
was  determined  in  tbe  negative — yeas  K),  nays 
22,  as  follows : 

Yxis — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bana,  Oeitnany  Gilmaiiy 
Goodricli,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambeit,  Lloyd,.and  lt«ed. 

N A tfl— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  CampbeUt 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawfbi'd,  Catts,  F^ranklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles,  Ghregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope;  Qobinioit, 
Smith,  of  Maiyiand,  Smith,  of  New  York,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  varnum,  and  Worthington. 
-  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  to  amend  the  bill^  as 
follows: 

'^ After  the  word  'that,'  ia^the  third  line,' to  strika 
out  to  tbe  end  bf  thfe  bill,  and  insert  *  the  President  of 
the.  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ised to  cause  reprisals  to  be  made  upon  the  public  and 
private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and  merchandise,  be- 
longing to  the  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof,  whi^ 
may  be  found  on  the  high  seas^r  elsewhere,  excepting 
suoh  ships,  vessels,  or  property,  as  now  are,  or  may  be,  , 
within  the  ports  and  harbors,  or  under  the  control,  of 
the  United  States,  and  all  ships,  vessels,  or  property, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  Power  with  whom  the 
United  States  are  not  engaged  in  war ;  and  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  the 
public  armed  verae^  which  are  or  which  ^  sjiall  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  subdue, 
8eiz6,  and  take,  any  armed  or  other  British  vessel,  be« 
longing  to  the  said  United'-Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
aifd  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof,  which  shall  bs 
found  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  United 
States  or  elsewhere  on  the  high  seas  as  aforesaid ;  and 
such  captured  vessel,  with  her  apparel,  guns,  and  ap- 
purtenances, and  the  goods  or  efiects  which  shall  ba 
found  OB  board  the  same,  being  British  property,  shall 
be  brought  within  some  port  of  the  United  StateiL 
and  shsU  be  duly  proceeded  sgainst  and  condemned 
as  forfeited',  an^  shall  accrue  and  be  distributed  as  bj 
law  is  or  shall  be  provided  respecting  the  captures 
which  shall  be  mdde  by  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  Sutes, 

«*Sbc.  2.  An4beit  further  inacted.  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  .he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  grant,  to  the  owners  of  private  armed  ships 
and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  make  appn- 
catibn  therefor,  oommissiens,  in  the  form  which  He  sfaafi 
direct,  and  under  the  seal  pf  the  United  States;  and 
such  private  armed  vessels,  when  duly  cooamissiooedaa 
aforeaaidj  shall  have  the  same  license  and  anthorityfiMr 
the  Mbdtting,  seiiing,  and  capturing  mnj  armed  or 
other  British  Vessel  belonging  to  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof 
and  for;lhe  recapture  of  the  vessels,  goods,  and  effiwts, 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,"as  the  public  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States  may  by  law  have :  and  shall 
be,  in  like  manner,  subject  to  such  instructions  as  shall 
be  ordered  b^  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
conformity  with  the  established  law  of  nations,  aUd  the 
treaties  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  the  regula- 
tion of  their  conduct;  and  the  commissions  which  shall 
be  granted  as  aforesaid  shall  be  revocable  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  President  of  the  Uinted  States. 

"  Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  per- 
son intending  to  set  forth  and  employ  an  armed  vessel, 
and  applying  for  a  commisiion  as  aforesaid,  shall  pro* 
duce  in  writi|ig  the  aame  and  a  suitable  destriptimft  ol 


285 


fflSTORY  OF  CONGRESET. 


286 


JONB,  1812. 


Hoalilities  with  Great  Britain, 


SsNAtB. 


the  tonnage  and  force  of  the  vessel^  and  the  name  and 
placeof  residence  of  each  owner  concerned  therein,  the 
nninber  of  the  crew,  and  the  name  of  the  commander 
and  the  two  officers  next  in  rank,  appointed  Ibr  such 
Teasel ;  which  writing  shall  he  signed  by  the  person  or 
persons  making  sach  application,  and  filed  with  the 
Secretary  of  Slate,  of  shall  be  detifei^d  to  any  other 
officer  or  person'Who  shall  be  employed  to  deliver  out 
ssdi  commission^  to  be  by  him  Inlnsmitted  to  the. 
Secretary  of  State. 

^  Sac.  4.  Andi>t  itfnrther  eriaeied,  That,  before  any 
oommisaion  as  aforesaid  shall  be  issoed,  the  owner  or 
ownecs  of  the  ^ip.or  Tessel  for  which  the  same  shall 
be  requestedt  and  the  commander  thereof  for  the  time 
bein^  shall  give  bond  to  the  United  States,  with  at 
least  two  responsible  suretiesr  not  interested  in  snch 
▼easel,  in  the  penal  sum  of  -— ^  thousand  dollars ;  or, 
if  such  vessel  be  provided  with. more  than  cine  hundred 

and  fifty  men,  then  in  the  pened  sum  of thousand 

dollars ;  with  conditio^  that  the  owners  and  officers 
and  crews  who  shall  be  employed  on  board  of  such  com- 
missioned vessel  shall  and  will  observe  the  treaties  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  instructions  which 
shall  be  given  them  for  the  regulation -of  their  conduct ; 
and  will  satisfy  all  damages  and  injuries  which  shall 
be  done  or  committed  contrary  to  the  tenor  thereof  by 
such  veisel  during  her  commission,  atod  to  deliver  up 
the  same  when  revoked  by  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United 


«  Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enatted^  «That  all  public 
and  private  ships  and  vessels,  goods^  and  merchandise) 
balooging  to  the  Crown  of  the  USiited  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof, 
together  with  their  apparel,  guns,  and  appurtenstficesi 
and  any  gooda  or  effects  which  shall  be  found  on  board 
the  same,  being  British  property,  and  which  shall  be 
captured  by  any  private  armed  vewei  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  duly  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  shall  accrue  to  the  owners  thereof,  and 
the  officers  and  crews  by  whom  such  capture  shall  be 
made ;  and,  on  due  condemnation  had,  shall  be  distrib- 
uted according  to  any  agreement  which  shall  be  be- 
tween them,  or,  in  failure  of  such  agreement,  then  by 
Uie  discretion  of  the  cburt  before  whom  such  condem- 
na^n  shall  be. 

^'Sxc.a.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  vessels, 
goods,  and  effects,  the  property  of  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  person  resident  therein,  Which  shall 
be  recaptured  as  afoi^esaid,  shall  be  restored  to  the  law- 
ful owners,  upon  payment  by  them,  respectively,  of  a 
joet  and  reaaooable  salvage,  to  be  determined  by  the 
mutnal  agreement  of  the  partite  concerned,  or  by  the 
decree  of  any  court  of  the  United  States  havitfg  mari- 
time  joriadictidii,  according  to  the  nature  of  each  case : 
Pnmdedf  That  su^h  allowance  shall  not  be  less  than 
OM-eighth,  or  exceeding  one-half  of  the  iu|l  value  of 
sach  recapture,  without  any  deduction.  And  sudi 
salvage  shall  be  distributed  to  and  among  the  owuers, 
officer^  i^id  crews,  of  the  private' armed  vessel  or.  ves- 
sels entitled  thereto,  according  to  any  agreement  which 
diaU  be  between  them  ;  or,  m  case  of  no  agreement 
then  by  the  decree  of  the  court  who  shall  determine 
upon  such  salvaffe. 

"Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  before 
breaking  bulk  of  any  vessel  which  shall  be  captured 
as  aforesaid,  or  other  disposal  or'conversion  thereof,  or 
•f  any  articles  which  shall  be  found  oh  board  the  same, 
sueh  capture  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  the 
United  States,  gnd  shall  be  Ubelled  and  proceeded 


against  before  the  district  court  of  the  same  district ; 
and  if,  afier  a  due  course  of  proceedings,  such  capture 
shall  be  decreed  as  forfeited  in  the  district  court,  or  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  same  district,  in  the  case  of 
any  appeal  duly  allowed,  the  same  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  owners  and  captors  concerned  therein,  or  shall 
be  publicly  sold  by  the  marshal  of  the  same  court,  as 
shall  be.  finally  decreed  and  ordered  by  the  court ;  and 
the  same  court  which  shall  have  final  jurisdiction  of 
any  libel  or  complaint  of  any  capture  as  aforesaid,  shall 
and  may  decree  restitution,  in  whole  or  in  part,  when 
the  capture  and  restraint  shall  have  been  made  with- 
out just  cause  as  aforesaid ;  and,  if  made  without  pieb- 
ahle  cause,  or  otherwise  unreasonabl;f ,  may  order  and 
decree  ^^m^goB  and  oosti  to  the  party  injured,  and  for 
which  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  the  priyate 
armed  vessel  or  vessels  by  which  such  unjust  capture 
shall  have  been  made,  and,  also,  such  vessel  or  vessels, 
shall  be  answerable  and  liable* 

«Sec.8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  Brit- 
ish  subjects  and  others  who.  shall,  be  found  acting  on 
board  any  British  vessel  which  shall  be  captured,  or  on. 
board  of  any  vessel  of  the  United  Statai  which  shall 
be  recaptured,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  reported  to  the  col« 
lector  of  the  port  in  which  they  shall  first  arrive,  and 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal,  or 
some  civil  or  military  officer  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  any  State,  in  or  near  such  port,  who  shall  receive 
and  take  into  custody  the  said  subjects  or  persons  for 
their  safe-keeping  and  support,  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  Sutes. 
'  "  Sec.  9.  And  be  it  furtha^  enacted.  That,  from  ind 

after  the  -— *  day  of  * next,  the  President  of  the 

United  States  be,  and  he  Is  hereby,  authorized  to  em- 
ploy the  naval'force  of  the  United  States  to  make  re- 
prisals upon  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels,  goods, 
and  merchandise  helonging  to  the  Emperor  of  France 
and  King  of  Italy,  or  his  subjects,  which  may  be  found 
on  the  high  seas  and  elsewhere^  and  to  issue  letters  of 
Buiique  aiid  repriaal  to  the  private  armed  ships  or  ves- 
vels  of  the  United  States  against  Jthe  vessels,  subjeeta, 
and  property  of  the  said  Emperor  of  France  and  King 
of  Italy,  under  the  provisions  and  linutations  contained 
in  this  act*in  respect  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland ;  if,  on  or  before  the  said day 

of -r*^^  the  said  Emperor  of  France  and  King  of  Italy 
shall  not  give  to  the  President  of  the  United  SUtea 
satisfactory  and  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  «nd  Milan  decrees,,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  And^rsqn,  to  strike  out  the 
ninth  section  or  (be  proi>osed  aroeDdmentj  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  18,  aa 
foUowa: 

Yxirsr^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Oampbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Oaillard,  Giles, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Tay)or,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

NAr8-««MessES.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg^  Horsey,  HoweU,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lbyd,  Pope,  R^,  Smith  o{  Maryland, 
Smith  of' New  York,  and  Woitbington. 

On  the  qqeation  to  strike  but  th^e  original  bill 
after  the  word  "  that,''  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Leib^ 
it  was  detenniiaed  in  the  native — yeas  16,  nays 
18,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lam* 
bert,  Leib,  Lloyd^  Reed,  and  Worthington. 
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Nats — Measn.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell-  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Frankfin^  Qi&inard,  Giles, 
Pope,  Robinson,  Smitb  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New- 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Varfium. 

Oo  motioo,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  amend  the  origi- 
nal bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ^*  ibat^"  in 
the  third  line,  the  words  **  from  and  after  the  •— ^ 

day  of next ;"  it  was  determined  in  the  neg^ 

ative-^yea3  13,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Meam.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilraan, 
Goodrieh,  Gregg,  Honey,  -Hnnter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Smith  of  Ma^land. 

NATB--^e88r^  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  C^ndit,  Crawford,  GuttS;  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles,  Howell,  Reed,  Robinson,  SmHih  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Vamum,  and  Worth* 
ittgton. 

On  the  question,  Shall  thh  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading  as  amended  ?  it.  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

Ykis — Messi^  AndeiBon,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  CatU;,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  and  Var- 
num. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hnnter^  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  and  Worthington, 

On  motion  thi^t  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  18^  nay^  14,  a^ 
follows: 

YxAS— 4fes0n.  Bayard,  COndit,  Dana,  Grerman, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey, .  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  S^,  Smith  of  Maiy- 
land.  Smith  of  New  Y'OriL,  apd  Wocthington. 

Nats.^ — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford^  Cutt%  Franklin,  Gaiilard, 
HoweU»  Robinaon,  Tait,  Taylor,.  Turner,  aad  Vanivnu 

So  the  Senate  adjoarped  to  eltvea  o^eioek  to* 
norrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  Jane  16. 
DECLARATION  OF  WAR. 

The  ameodmeaU  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representattves,  enttUed  ^An  act  deelaring  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  iitti 
the  United  Btates  and  their  teititorite,^^  were  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly^  engrossed. 

MK  Batard  mored  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  thirty-first  day  of 
October  next. 

Mr.  Batard  said,  that  he  was  entirely  aensibte 
of  the  inutility,  in  general,  of  enteriog  upon  the 
diieuasipa  of  a  svbject  which  had  been  a  long 
time  under  consideration,  and  iipoa  which  'it 
might  be  supposed  that  the  opiaioos  of  members 
were  formed  and  settled  >  but  on  an  occasion  so 
momentous  ms  the  preheat,  he  should  not  feel 
himself  justified  in  submitting  e^en  a'motioq  of 
postpooemenL  witiidut.ofieriag  his  reaaons  in  sup* 
port  of  it.  Nor  could  he  think,  that  in  giTihg  a 
sHeot  vote,  he  had  discharged  the  duty  of  his  sta- 
tion. GentleiQen  would  remark,  that  he  had  con- 
fined his  motion  to  time,  in  order  that  members 
might  not  be  compromtttedin  supporting  it  who 
might  think  the  war  itself  just  infi  necessary. 


The  motion  did  not  oppose  or  deny  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  causes,  or  the  policy  of  the  war. 
It  went  only  to  affirm  what  he  trusted  the  course 
of  his  observacioDs  would  render  very  evident, 
that  this  was  not  a  time  at  which  war  ought  to 
be  declared. 

He  indulged  a  confidence,  that  upon  so  great 
an  oocasioa  the  Senate  would  not  be  impelled  to 
act  by  any  little  pa^ioos,.  nor  by  any  coosidera-^ 
tiohs  which  did  not  arise  out  of  an  extended  aad 
distinotview  df  tfoe  interests  of  the  country.  It 
is  not  enough  that  we  we  have  caoae  of  war ;  iPo 
must  see  that  we  are  prepared,  and  in  a  condition 
to  make  war.  You  do  not  go  to  war  for  the  ben* 
efit  of  jroar  en^syji  hat  your  own  advantage; 
not  to  give  proofs  of  a  vaio  and  heedless  courage, 
but  to  assert  your  rights  and  redress  your  wrongs. 
If  you  commence  ho6tilities  before  you  are  pre« 
pared  to  strike  a  blow,  and  while  your  cities,  your 
territory,  i^nd  your  property  on  the  ocean,  are  ex- 
posed to  the  mercy  of  k  Government  po^essing 
vast  resources  of  war,  what  caix  you  expect  but 
to  add  new  distresses,  defeat,  and  disgrace  to  the 
wrongs  of  which  you  complain  ?  It  is  a  strange 
motive  for  war — a  Wish  to  gratify  the  rapacity, 
to  swell  the  .triumphis,  and  to  increase  the  ioao- 
lepce  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  lieither  the  Government,  i^or 
the  peipple  bad  expectedt  or  were  prepared  fbr 
war.  Even  at  this  aK>meat.  rhe  gette^al  opiDioa 
abroad  was,  that  there  wouia  be  no  war,  the  mer*« 
cantile  and  trading  world  had  continued  to  act 
upon  that  opioioo.  Nor  could  people  be  per- 
suaded that  all  unarmed  nation  was  about  to  at- 
tack a  nation  armed  oap-a-pie.  No  man  had 
laid  out  his  account  for  this  war,  and  every  one 
would  be  takefn  by  surprise  and  Unprepared  for 
its  shock. 

Yon  have,  at  this  moment,  an  immense  (Prop- 
erty abroad,  a  great  portion  of  it  in  Eogland,  and 
part  floating  on  the  ocean  and  hastenipp^  to  your 
ports.  The  postponement  proposed  might  save 
a  great  portion  ot  this  property,  and  bring  home 
the  seamen  now  absent  from  the  country.  Gen- 
tlemen would  remember  the  number  of  ships 
which  left  our  ports  oa  the  ev/e  of  an  embargo* 
These  vessels  had  not  baa  time  to  perform  their 
Toyagesi  and  the  greater  part  of  them  wero.  still 
abroad.  He  know  that  some  members  bad  ao 
commi«eratioo  for  ihe^  merchant  who  had  dared 
to  escape  the  embargo,  and  who  had  disregarded 
the  salutar)^  prec(uitHHM|  d^cned,  lis  it  was  sakl^ 
for  his  seeof  ity.  But  he  did  not  think  it  aor* 
prising;  nor  culpable,  that  those  whose  property 
consisted  in  shtj[)s,  should  be  averse  to^  seeing  them 
rotting  atnhe  wharves,  and  even  disposed  to  in- 
cOr  risks  to  find  employment  for  them  abroad. 

Even,  however,  if  it  should  be  thought  that 
the  merchants  had  acted  with  indiscretion  and 
foWfy  it  is  the  part  of  a  parental  Government, 
such  as  this  ou^bt  always  to  be,  not  to. punish  the 
citizens  for  their  misfortunes,  but  to  guard  them 
against  the  effects  of  their  errors.  Besides,  It 
loss  of  individual  property  was  a  loss  to  the  State, 
as  the  public  strength  was  derived  from  individ- 
ual resources. 
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He  stated  that  the  qaestion  of  war  had  been 
doublfiH  till  the  present  moment.  He  did  pot 
believe  that  the  President  himself  expected  war 
at  the  opening  of  the  sessioi^  nor  for  a  Jong  time 
after.  .A  menacing  laqguage  was  held  out;  bat 
the  hopes  df  an  accommodation  were  far  from 
being  abandoned.  Mach  was  expected  iVom  the 
Pripce  Regent's  accession  to  his  full  powers.  A 
chaoge  of  Ministry  was  not  doubted,  and  it  was 
thought  that  in  the  change  o(  men,  there  would 
have  been  found  such  a  change  of  principlea  and 
meaaQres^  that  the  differences  between  th^  two 
Governments  might  be  compromised  and  settled. 
This  expectation  was  prdtraeted  till  it  became 
plainly  evident  that  the  Prince  did  not  intend  to 
ebange  his  father's  Ministers,  nor  to  depart  from 
their  principles  or  measures.  When  this  discov« 
ery  was  made,  the  Administration  had  proceeded 
too  far  to  recede. 

Desperate  as  the  course  was^  which  nui^r  alone 
remained  to  be  pursued,  they  supposed  they  were 
obliged  to  advance  or  become  Uie  object  of  re- 
prdach  aud  scorn  both  to  friends  and  foes«  This 
necessity  they  had  brought  upoiji  themselves,  but 
It  was  too  late  to  consider  whether  the  condition 
might  have  been  avoided ;  they  were  pledged  in 
this  state  of  events  to  attetnpt  to  extort  from 
Great  Britain  by  force  the  concTession  of  those 
points  which  th^ir  arguments  bad  failed  in  per- 
suading her  to  yield.  He  had  na  doubt  but  that, 
some  months  past,  the  Cabii>et  had  seriously  de* 
termined  upon  resorting  to  hostilities.  ..But,  ihe 
concurrence  of  Congress  was.  to  be  obtained,  and 
whether  a  majority  of  both  libuses  coi^ld  be 
brought  to  take  tbe  daring  and  hazardous  «tep, 
no  man  in  or  out^  of  the  Government,  without 
the  gift  of  prOphecv,  could  have  predicted. 

The  public  mind  had  been  so  repeatedly  dis- 
tracted and  deceived  by  boisterous  speeches,  and 
bold  but  ephemera)  resolutions,  that  it  had  sank 
into  a  state  of  apathy,  and  was  no  longer  excited 
even  by  the  sound  of  war  echoed  in  the  ministe- 
rial paper  from  the  proceedings  of  Government. 
When  the  bill  before  os  was  first. brought  op 
from  the  other  House,  it  was  the  opinion  of  vel-y 
few  that  it  would  obtain  tbe  support  of  a  major- 
ity of  this  body;  and,.even  now>  it  was  likely  to 
nass,  not  because  it  was  approved  by  a  majority, 
bat  of  the  differences-  of  opinion  which  existed 
among  gentlemen  as  to  other  courses  which  had 
been  proposed. 

If^  with  the  liffht  and  information  possessed  in 
tbia  body  as  to  tbe  views  and  desien^  of  the  Cab-^ 
inet  and  of  Congresf,  it  has  been  doubtful  among 
ourselves  whether  the  Gh>vernment  would  resort 
to  wan  how  was  it  to  be  known  by  our  mer* 
chants,  or  any  other  class  of  society  unacouainted 
vitb  the  intentions  and  secret  proceedings  of 
those  exercising  the  powers  of  the  Government, 
that  the  nation  would  be  wantonly  plunged  into 
a  sudden  war  ? 

He  had  heard  it  said,  that  the  embargo  was  a 
sufficient  notice  of  the  design  of  the  Government 
to  resort  to  hostilities  upon  its  expiration,  and 
that  the  people  must  be  infatuated,  who,  after 
such  warning,  were  not  apprized  of  the  approach- 
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ing  crisis.  But  it  is  too  recently  and  deeply  in 
our  recoiiection  to  be  forgotten;  that  this  is  not 
^he  fir^t  embargo  we  have  experienced,  and 
which,  though  of  longer  duration^  we  saw  pass 
aiyav  without  being  followed  by  war. 

The  language  held  there,  as  to  people  out  of 
doors  who  have  doubted  of  the,  war,  is  retorted 
by  the  public  voice  with  equal  confidence  and  on 
better  grounds.  They  rely' upon  your  integrity 
and  wisdom,.and  say  that  Congress  cat} not  be  so 
infatuated,  destitute  as  they  are  of  th^  means  of 
aggression  or  defence,  to  draw  upon  themselves 
a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  formi- 
dable nations  on  t)ie  globe.  If  a  war  with  Great 
Britain  be  thought  unavoidable,  yet,  as  she  leaves 
to  us  tbe  time  of  commencing  it,  surely  we  ought 
to  select  that  time  when  the  first  shock  shall  be 
least  disastrous,  and  can  best  be  resisted.  Why 
should  we  hurry-  into  a  war  froin  which  nothing 
but  calamity  can  be  expected?  There  is  no  dan- 
ger 'that,  the  redress. ot  our  wrongs,  or  the  asser- 
tion of  our  rights,  will  be  barred  oy  the  limita- 
tion 6i  time.  No  time  has  existed  for  years  past 
when  we  had  le^s  cause  to  complain  of  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain.  Her  vessels  of  war  had 
iill  been  withdrajvn  from  our  coast,  as  he  pre- 
sumed, in  order  to  avoid  collisions  and  hostility. 
If  the  war  be  suspended  till  November,  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people  will  both  be  better  pre- 
pared to  sustain  it.  He  was  not  a  friend  to  the 
restrictive  system,  but  with  a  choice  out  of  evils, 
he  should  prefer  the  embargo  to  /war.  Postpone 
the  war,  at^d  w&  will  submit  to  the  embargo  till 
November.  This  will  furnish  time  for  the  return 
of  your  ships  and  seamen ;  and  if,  at  the  same 
time,  you  will  abaiulon  the  non-importation  act, 
you  will  replenish  your  Treasury  with  at  leasr 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  restore  to  your 
citizens  sixty  millions  now  abroad,  and  in  danger 
of  being  lost.  It  appeared  to  him  that  tfape  course 
wliich  had  been  pursued  was  the  most  preposter- 
ous imaginable.  For  eighteen  months  past,  we 
had  been  sending  piir  property  out  of  the  country, 
and  not  suffering  it  to  return ;  and,  while  con- 
templating a  war  with  Great  Britain,  we  saw 
our  efiTects  to  an  immense  'amount  accumulating 
in  that  Kingdom,  liable,  at  any  motn^nt,  to  fall  a 
prey  to  the  Governo^ent^  and  to  be  employed  in 
support  of  the  war  a|^inst  us.  He  asked,  why 
rusn  with  this  precipitancy  into  the  war? — 
Are  you  provided  with  means  to  annoy  the  ene- 
my, or  to  defend  yourselves  ?  Have  you  an  army 
or  navy  which  can  make  any  impression?  Are 
your  ejtposed  towns  fortified  and  garrisoned? 
Was  aby  nation  ever  less  prepared  for  war?  It 
W^uld  require  the  whole  military  force  that  you 
now  possess  to  constitute  an  adequate  defence 
for  New  Orleans,  New  York,  and  Newport.  It 
is  very  well  known  that  the  General  who  will 
command  at  New  Orleans  has  declared  to  the 
Government,  that  he  will  not  be  answerable  for 
the  security  of  the  place  with  less  force  than  ten 
thousand  men,  which  is  equal  to  all  the  effective 
troops  yet  raised.  It  would  be  natural  to  suppose 
that  no  Government  would  declare  war  till  it 
was  prepared  to  attack  its  enemy.    In  peae^  we 
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require  no  defence;  and  shall  we  declare  war  in 
order  to  defend  ourselves?  But  what  blow  are 
you  prepared  to  strike?  Were  you  able  in  the 
Summer  to  recruit  your  Army  of  twenty-6?e 
thousand  men,  could  it  be  employed  in  any  ser- 
vice in  the  course  of  this  year?  A  soldier  is  not 
niad«  in  a  day.  The  authority  of  a  foreign,  offi- 
cer, now  in  this  country,  of  the  bighest  military 
reputation,  he  bad  heard  frequently  cite4,  that  it 
required  at  least  fourteen  mohibs  to  form  a  soldier 
of  a  recruit.  This  remark  applied  to  France, 
where  the  officers  have  generally  received  a  mili- 
tary education,  and  wnere  thete  are  so  many 
models  to  imitate,  and  so  many  instructors  to 
teach.  But  here  the  officer  is  to  form  as  well  as 
the  soldier.  The  officer  has  to  learn  bis  less6n 
first,  before  he  can  i)rescribe  the  task  of  the  sol- 
dier. You  may  possibly  have  a  herd  of  men,  but 
you  cbn  have  no  army  to  lead  into  service  this 
season;  and  if  this  herd  be  led  against  discip- 
lined troops,  you  can  ejtpect  nothing  but'def^t 
and  disgrace.  ^ 

But  you  have  not  got,  nor  can  you  get,  the 
men  during  the  present  vear.  The$e  are  not  the 
days  of  Cadmus.  It  will  require  great  patience 
and  industry,  and  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
to  collect  twenty-five  thousand  men.  Hav^  you 
the  least  prospect,  if  you  declare  war,  of  attack- 
ing Canada  this  season  ?'  it  is  impossible  that 
you  can  do  it  with  efiect.  You  will  be  suffi- 
ciently occupied  in  defending  your  frontiers 
against  the  savages. 

It  is  not  on  land  then  that  you  expect  immedi- 
ately to  assail  your  enemy.  Is  it  on  the  ocean 
that  the  impression  is  to""  be  made?  You  have 
twenty  vessels  of  War — Britain  upwards  of  a  thou- 
sand. What  will  avail  the  activity  or  gallantry 
of  your  officers  and  seamen  against  suqh  disparity 
of  force?  Your  little  Navy  must  fall  immedi- 
ately, or  be  driven  from  the  ocean.  Some  g^n-' 
tlemen  indulge  great  expecttftions  from  privateers; 
but  has  Great  Britain  any  unarmed  or  unprotected 
trade  which  they  can  attack  ?  Privateers  have 
no  other  object  than  plunder  and  booty..  They 
avoid  arm^d  vessels— and,  defended  as  is  the  Brit- 
ish commerce  in  every  part  of  the  world  by  her 
great  naval  force,  it  is  little  to  be  expected  that 
privateering  will  be  attended  with  much  success' 
or  encouragement.  Bat  while  we  are  searching 
for  the  means  of  annoying  the  commerce  of  Brit- 
ain, does  it  become  us  to  o-verlook  at  this  moment 
the  condition  of  our  own  ?  A  valuable  part  of 
the  trade  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
has  not  yet  arrived.  Of  the  numberless  vessels 
which  sailed  upon  the  eve  of  the  embargo,  few 
have  returned.  Yourmerchant  vessels  are  without 
convoy  and  utterly  defenceless. «  Your  condition 
therefore,  is,  that  with  more  commerce  exposed, 
your  adversary  will  possess  greater  means  of  an- 
noyance, and  the  consequence  must  be,  that  we 
shall  lose  infinitely  more  than  we  caa  expect  to 
gain. 

Under  such  circumstances.  «vbat  should  hurrv 
us  into  the  war?  Are  gentlemen  afraid  if  they 
wait  till  November  the  world  will  not  last  long 
enough  to  afiord  them  time  to  gratify  in  war  their 


miffhty  resentment  against  Britain  ?  He  believed, 
as  he  hoped,  that  there  was  no  honorable  gentle- 
man on  the  floor  who  would  not  live  long  enough 
to  have  a  complete  surfeit  of  the  war,  though  it 
should  be  postponed  for  a  few  months. 

He  said' he  was  greatly  influenced  in  his  mo- 
tion for  postponing,  by  the  combined  considera- 
tions of  the  present  defenceless  condition  of  the 
coiratry,  And  the*  protection  which  Providence 
had  given  us  against  a  maritime  Power  in  the 
winter  season.  During  the  winter  months  yoti 
will  be  defended  by  the  elements.  Postpone  the 
war  till  November,' and  we  shall  not  have  to  dread 
an  en^iny  on. our  cqast  till  ApriL  .  In  the  mean 
time,  go  on  with  your  recruiting,  fill  up,  discipline, 
and  train  i^o  army.  Take  the  stations,  if  3rou 
please,  which  will  enable  vou  to  open  an  early 
campaign.  Youi*  trade  will  all  have  time  to  re- 
turn before  hostilities  commence,  and  having  all ' 
your  ships  and  seaii\en  at  home,  you  may  be  pre- 
pared to  put  forth  allyour'strength  upon  the  ocean 
oh  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  Spring.  Shall  we, 
by  an  untimely  preeipitanay,  yielding  to  'a  fret- 
ful impatiehoe  ohdelay,  throw  our  wealth  into 
the  hands  of  the  enem^,  afnd  feed  that  very  rapa- 
city which  it  is  our  object  to  subdueor  to  punish? 

We  can  lose  nothing  by  delay ;  much. will  be 
certainly  saved  ;  and  at  a  moment  pregnant  with 
great  events,  it  was  most  evidently  our  true  policy 
to  temporize.  You  give  up  no  ri^ht,  yield  no 
pretension^  and  profit  by  every  day  in  rendering 
the  condition  of  the  country  more  secure,  and  il§ 
attitude  mtrre  formidable.  The  just  appi'eciation 
of  time  is  among  the  highest  poiirts  of  political 
isagacity.  To  know  what  step  the  times  will 
warrant,  and  to  take  the  step  at«the  proper  time, 
is  generally  a  matter  of  more  important  and  ixiiffi- 
cuTt  consideration  than  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
measure.  Without  inquiring  whether  war  was 
the  right  coun^e  for  the  nation  to  take  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  he  did  most  confidently  aSf 
sert  that  thb  was  not  the  time  when  war  ought 
to  be  commieiiced. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  belonged  to  the  motion  he  had 
submitted  to  bring  under  review  the  alleged  causes 
of  warjand  to  inquire  into  the  probability  of  our 
attaining  the  objects  for  which  we  were  to  em- 
bark in  the  waK  If  we  are  to  come  out  of  the 
war,  as  we  enter  into  it,  after  having  wasted  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation,  and  loiided  the 
country  with  debt  and  taxes,  it  would  certainly 
be  more  rational  to  submit  at  once  40  the  wrongs 
we  endure.  If  we  expect  to  extort  any  conces- 
sion from  Britain,  we  must  bCJuepared  lor  a  long, 
obstinate,  and  bloody  conflict.. 
'  Britain  at  this  moment  does  not  court  the  quar- 
rel.^ She  has  reduced  the  catalogue  of  our  com- 
plaints I  and  though  not  disposed  to  surrender  her 
pretensions^  she  has  evidently  made  advances  to- 
wards conciliation.  The  recent  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  desired  to  be  so  considered,  and  she  has 
removed  a  great  source  of  umbrage  in  witbdraw- 
iijg  her  armed  ships  from  our  coasts.  She  had 
o£^red  satisfaction  for  the  affair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, which  our  Government  had  accepted — 
which  most  therefore  be  taken  to  be  honorable 
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and  sufficient,  and  the  offence  which  had  been 
giren  completely  expiated. 

We  are  i^o  longer  at  yarlance  in  relation  to  the 
cdooial  trade.  France  no  longer  '  has  coloiiies, 
and  we  have  no  occa^on  to  contend  at  present 
for  any  empty  rights  which  could  be  exercised  if 
yielded. 

The  question,  therefore,  as  to  the  riffht  of  a. 
Beotral  to  be  the  carrier  oT  the  produce  of  the  col- 
ony of  a  belligerent,  having  been  reduced  by  the 
eourae  of  the  wtfr  to  a  mere  question  of  theory,  it 
no  longer  entered'  into  the  disputes  of  the  two 
€h>Ternment8.  ^ 

The  question  as  to  the  imnressroent  of  our  sea- 
mn  did  not  present  insuperaWe  difficulties.  Brit- 
ain never  Contended  for  a  right  to  impress  Amer- 
ican seamen.  The  right  she  claims*  is  to  take 
ber  own  subjects  found  in  our  merchant  service. 
She  exercises  the  right  id  relation  to  her  own 
private  vessels.  This  right  she  never  will,  nor 
ean  give  upw  If  our  merchant  flug  were  a  secure 
protection  to  British  seamen  who  sailed  under- it,' 
the  British  navy  must  be  unmanned  by  desertion  ; 
while  our  merchants  can,  and  do  pay  a  dollar  for 
every  shilling  a  sailor  can  earn  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  his  country. 

Can  it  be  expected  that  a  nation  which  depends 
for  its  existence  upon  its  naval  strength  would 
yield  a  principle  threatening  the  destruction  of  ijts 
.  maritime  power?  No  war  of  any  duration,  or 
however  disastrous,  will  ever  extort  this  conces- 
sionr— she  may  a»  well  fall  with  arms  in  her  hands, 
as  to  seal  quietlv  the  bond  of  her  ruin.    . 

He  did  not  know  that  our  Government  had 
ever  required  the  unqualified  abandohm«nt  of  the 
right  to  impress.  Our  complaints  were  chiefiy  of 
tro  abuses  committed  in  the  exercise  of  the  right. 
It  was  a  practice  freqnentl]^  attended  with  vio- 
lence, insalt,  and  gro9s  injustice.  Americans  were 
often,  from  design  or  mistake,  aeized  as  Britiah 
subjects,  and  we  have  abundant  evidence  of  the 
fact,  that  many  of  our  natiy.e  seamen  have  been 
forced  into  British  service.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood, however,  that  such  acts  Were  not  justi- 
fied by  the  British  Qpvernment.  The  Qoveib- 
ment  have  never  claimed  the  ri^ht  of  holding  an 
American  seamen  against  his  will.  The  peeten- 
sions  of  the  two  Governments  upon  this  subject, 
admitted  of  adjustment.  ^  The  chief  embarrass- 
ment rose  from  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  the 
sailors  of  the  two  countries.  But  he  had  no  doubt 
that  this,  and  all  other  difficulties  on  the  subject, 
might  be  vanquished  without  having  recourse  to 
war. 

The  dispute  as  to  paper  blockades  was,  for  the. 
present,  merged  in  the  Orders  in  Council.  Those 
orders  were  now  to  be  considered  a&  comprehend- 
ing the  whole  cause  of  war. 

This  subject  deserves  to  be  viewed  in  every 
light  The  Orders  in  Council  were  not  at.  this 
time,  in  truth,  supported  upon  their  original 
ground. 

The  ex-Minister,  Mr.  Canning,  had  pnbllcly 
and  candidly  confessed  the  fact.  They  were 
adopted  as  measures  of  retaliation,  though  they 
never  deserved  that  character.    He  has  always  i 


considered  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  used  as 
a  mere  pretext.  Those  decrees  were  vain  and 
empty  denunciations  in  relation  to  England.  The 
plain  design  of  the  French  Government  was  to 
deprive  France  of  the  benefits  of  external  com- 
merce, unless  the  profits  of  it  were  divided  with 
herself*  This  was  fully  proved  by  the  license 
trade.  Britain  carries  on  the  very  trade  she  de- 
nies to  neutrals,  and  having  engrossed  the  whole 
to  herself,  she  Excludes  neutrals  from  a  partici- 
pation. No  man  was  more  disposed  than  him> 
selfj^o  reprobate  the  wrong  and  injustice  of  the 
British  Glovernment  upon  this  subject.  They 
resort  to  the  French  decrees  to  justify  themselves, 
and  though  he  considered  them  as  no  justification, 
yet  out  Qovernn^ent  in  their  conduct  had  admit- 
ted that  the  decrees  placed  us  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  to  France,  as  the  orders  did  as  to  England, 
and  required  equal  measures  to  both  nations. 

Our  GoveruiTieat  has  been  pleased  to  say  what 
he  did  nc^  think,  at  this  time,  any  man  in  the  na- 
tion believed  besides  themselves.  They  have 
been  pleased  to  say  the  decrees  are  repealed. 

This  is  a  fact,  and  asserted  without  any  proof. 
.The decrees  could  only  be,  repealed  by  the  same 
power  and  in  the  same  manner  in  which  they 
were  enacted.  They  proceeded  from  the  sovereign 
power  of  France,  and  became  the  law  of  ttie 
Empire.  The  same  power,  in  the  solemd  form  of 
a  itaw,  could  alone  revoke  them.  We  possess  the 
decrees  in  all  the  forms  6f  law,  but  have  we  ever 
seen,  has  the  Ck>vernmeBtany  reason  to  believe, 
that  any  decree  in  the  form  of  a  law  has  been 
passed  to  repe&l  them  ?  The  promise  of  a  Sove- 
reign to  repeal  a  law  doe&  not  annul  it,  nor^wpuld 
a  reference  of  his  Minister  to  its  being  repealed 
have  that  effect.  Every  Sovereign  Power  pre- 
scribes to  itself  a  form  in  which  its  sovereign  will 
shall  be. known,  when  it  is  to  constitute  a  law  of 
the  land.  .. 

The  de^ees  teach  us  what  this  form  is  in 
France,  anfl  we  have  no  ^ound  to  believe  that 
the  decrees  are  repealedj  till  we  see  an  act  of  the 
Sovereign  in  the  same  forn^  in  >iifhich  tliey  are 
found.  Such  is  the  course  among  ourselves.  >  A 
law  is  repealed  by  a  law  passed  in  the  same  form. 
It  is  the  practice  of  every  nat^n  ill  Europe,  and 
of  every  civilized  nation  on  the  earth.  But  even 
the  promise  to  repeal  was  only  conditional,  and  it 
has  never  been  announced  to  ot  that  the  Emperor 
considered  the  condition  complied  with  on  our  part, 
by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  produce 
and  manufactures.  In  fact,  daily  accounts  are 
received  of  seizures  made  on  the  principles  of 
those  decrees;  and  to  affirm  that  the  decrees  are 
repealed,  was  only  \o  add  perfidy  to  the  atrocity 
of  the  conducf  of  the  French,  who  do  not  hesitate 
to  plunder,  born,  and  destroy^  our  property  on  the 
high  seas, even  after  abandoiung  the  pretence  with 
which  at  first  they  were  respectful  enough  to  at- 
tempt to  cover  their  violence. 

Nothing  could  be'more  evident  than  the  policy 
of  the  French  Emperor,  nor  anything  more  mor- 
tifying than  the  success  which  hds  attended  his 
juggling.  He  has  contrived  to  satisfy  our  Gov- 
ernment that  he  has  repealed  his  decrees,  while 
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to  the  eyes  of.  the  rest  of  thje  world  they  appear, 
to  be  in  force.  By  these  means  he  has  opened 
oar  ports  to  the  public  and  private  ships  of  France, 
and  shut  them  against  those  of  Great 'Britain. 
He  denies^  the  evidence  pf  the  repeal  of  his  de- 
crees, which  he  well  knows,  if  furnished  to  us, 
would  immediately  remove  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  facilitate  the  settlement  of  our  differences 
with  England.  Britain  has  declared  that  the  mo- 
ment evidence  is  produced  of  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees,  the  Orders  in  Council  shall  ijpaofiXctO  be 
anaulled.  The  Etpperor,  instead  of  furnishing 
thie  evidence,  is  giving  daily  proofs,  to  our  sorrow 
and  loss,  that  the  decrees  are  lo  force  and  opera- 
tion. '  , 

I  am  among  the  last  men  in  the  Senate,  said 
Mr.  B.,  who  would  justify  or  defend  the  Orders 
in  Council.    They  violate  the  plainest  rights  of 
the  nation.    The  ground  of  retaliation  was  never. 
more\han  a  pretext,  and  their  plain' object  is  to 
deprive  France  of  neutral  trade.    It  never  was 
contended,  nor  does  Britain  now  contend  that  she 
would  be  justified  by  the  laws  or  usages  of  na- 
tions, to  interdict  our  commerce  with  her  enemy; 
She  covers  her  injustice  with  the.  cloak  ^f  retal- 
iation, and  insists  that  %he  has  a  right  to  retort 
upon  her  enemy  the  evils  of  his  own  policy.    This 
is  a  doctrine  to  which  lam  not  dis^posed  to  agree. 
It  is  destruction  to  neutrals — makes  them  the 
prey  of  the  belligerents.    It  is  'a  doctrine  whic}i 
we  must  resist,  but  the  time  and  manner  of  resist- 
ance ought  to  be  determined  by  a  view  only  to 
oar  own  interests.    Because  we  are  injured,  we 
certainly  are  not  bound  to  make  war  before  it 
is  for  our  own  benefit.    There  is  one  effect  of 
ihiswar  which  gentlemet  ought  to  take  into  view, 
and  which,  to  him,  wal  a  source  of  grief  and  hu- 
miliation.   In  making  war  upon  England  we 
bring  the  force  of  the  nation  in  aid  of  France. 
We  are  about  to  assist  a  Government  from  whom 
we  have  suffered  for-year^  past  the  most  humilia- 
ting insults  and  the  most  atrocious,  wrongs.    We 
mre  about  to  make  a  common  cause  with  a  man 
whp  hates  us  foe  our  language  and  despises  us 
foe  our  Government,  and  who  would  to-morrow, 
if  he  had  the  means,  without  seekiiig  a  pretence, 
add  us  to  the  list  of  his  conquered  provinces. 
This  connexion  should  not  be,  hastily  formed. 
To  other  nations  it. has  been  the  forerutiner  of 
their  subjugation  and  ruin.    Let  us  take  time  to 
consider  the  consequences  of  a  step  upon  which 
the  destiny  of  the  nation  depenas.    We  may 
profit  by  delay,  but  can  gain  nothing  by  precipi- 
pitancy.    The  war  will  not  hastily  remove  the 
Orders  in  Council.  .  It  is.  the  principles  of  the 
orders,  rather  than  their  effect,  of  which  we  com- 
plain.   The  trade  to  Frj%nce,  which'  they  inter- 
dict, is  of  little  consequence  tD  the  country.    Its 
annual  amount  is  less  than  three   millions  of 
dollars,  and  you  find  it  onerated  with  duties  so 
excessive,  and  restricted  to  such  articles  of  ex- 
change, tnat,  even  if  enjoyed  in  safety,  it  would 
be  productive  of  little  profit  to  individuals  or  to 
the  nation.    If,  however,  you  declare  war  at  this 
time,  you  lose  the  trade  to  Great  Britain  and  her, 
dependencies,  equal  to  thirty-five  millions  a  year, 


without  gaining  the  paltry  trade  with  France. 
The  laws  of  war  will  operate  siiil  more  exten- 
sively than  the  Orders  in  Council ;  and  though 
no  doubt  we  shall  gratify  the  Emperor  of  France, 
we  shall  enjoy  Jittle  commerce  with  bis  domin- 
ions. As  it  regards,  therefore,  our  interest,,  it  is 
found  in  protracting  the  pre^;ent  state  of  affairs. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

YsAt— ^Messrs.  Bayard,  German,  Gilman,  Goodridi> 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Gampbett  of 
Teimessee^  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutis,  Franklin,  Uaillard, 
Giles,  Gfegg,  Howell,  Leih,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  "York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Var* 
num,  and  Worthington. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  to  postpone  th« 
Airther  consideration  of  the  biU  to  the  tnird  day 
of  July  next, it  was  determined  in  the  negative*- 
yeas  9,  naya  23,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Hor^y,  Hunter,  Lambert,  and  Lloyd. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderton,  Bibb,'Bren|,  Campbell  of' 
Tennessee,  CondiC,  Crawford,  Catts,  Franklin,  Gail* 
lard,  Gregg,'  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,   Rohinscmy 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yanium» 
and  Worthington.   • 

On  .  motion,  by  Mr.  Batard.  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  Monday  next, 
it  was  determined  ia  the  negative — yeas  15,  nays 
17,  as  follows : 

'  YxAS— Messrs.  Bajrard,  Dana,  German,  Giles^  Gsl- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter^  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Manrland. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Dibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Gondii,  Crawford,  Ctkts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  oT  New  York,  I'ait,  Tay- 
lor, Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  was  de- 
tennined  in  the.affirinative-^yeas  18,  nays  14,  as 
follows: 

Yais-^MessTS.  Bayard,  ponditj  Dana,  German,  Giles, 
'  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambeitf  Leib,  Lloyd,  I^»pe,  Ree4,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Smith  of  New  York. 

Nats-^Msssts.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  G^lard,  Rob* 
inson,  Tait,  Taykv,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthing- 
ton. 

So  the  Senate  adjourned  to  11  o'clock  to-mor- 
row. '  - 


Wednbsoat,  June  17. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Repreisentatives,  entitled  ^^Aa  act  declaring 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 
and  the  United  Sutes  and  their  Territories," 
was  resumedji 

Whereupon,  the  following  motion  .was  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Qilbs  :     - 

Resohed,  That  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  declaring 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories,"  be  reconunit- 
ted  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  fiist 
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fautant,  with  instructioas  lA  modify  and  ainend  the 
hill,  in  such  manner  as  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  instruct  the  commltnderi  of  all 
alupe  of  war  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  recap- 
tare  any  Teeeel  thereof  bound  to  any  port  or  place  pro- 
Idbitad  to  such  vessel  by  tl^e  Britlrii  Orders-  in  Coun- 

cil,  dated  tiie  — **  day  of ^  which  ipay  have  been 

previoisly  capluced  by  any  Brilirii  amed  "vpmeV,  and, 
•Ibo  to  capture  any  British  armed  Tessel  which  shaU 
xeaist  auch  recapture,  or  be  ibuhdh#verilig  to  thecoasfts 
«f  the  United  Sutes  for  the  porppse  of  interrupting 
their  lawful  commerce,  and  to  bring  the  same  into  any 
port  of  the  United  States  for  adjudication -and  condem* 
nation. 

And,  fhrthen,  to  instruct'  the  commanders  of  aU  ships 
«f  war  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  recapture  any 
ve»el  of  the  United  States  nsYigating  the  ocean  con- 
Ibrmably  to  the  laws  of  n&tions,  which  may  have  been 
previously  captured  by  any  French  armed  vessel ;  and 
also  to  capture  any  such  French  armed  capturing  ves- 
sel, and,  in  tike  manner,  to  bring  in  the  same  for  a^ja* 
dication  and  oondemnation. 

And  to  al^thorize  the  President  of  the  United  Stptes 
to  cause  letters  of  a«quf  and  genend  reprisal  upon  the 
TOiblic  and  private  ships  aild  vessels,  good%  and  merchan- 
oise,  belonging  to  the  Crowh  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Cheat  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof; 
and  abo  upon  the  public  and  private  ships  and  vessels^ 
^goods,  and  meicbandisey  belonging  to  the  Crown  of 
France,  or  to.  the  subjects  thereof. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agW  to  this  motion,  it 
was  determined,  in  the  negatite — yeas  14^  nays 
18,  as  follows:   y,       -> 

TxAs — Messrs*  Bayard,  Dana,  Qazman,  Giles,  Gil- 
mkt,  Goodricli,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hubter,  Lambert, 
Uoyd,  Pope,  Reed,  arid  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin, 
€laillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Bmith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tdt,  Taylor,  Turner,  atid  Var- 


On  motion,  hf  Mr.  Horsbt,  that  the  Senate 
adjoani,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
14,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Oondit,  Crawford,  Qutis,  Frankliu,  GaU- 
lard,  Gregg,  Howell,  Robinsqn,  Smith  of  New  Yofk, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question,  ShaU  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  wds  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
19,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  'Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  C9ndit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Leib,  Robinson,'  Smith  of  Maty- 
land,  Smith  of  New  Yortc,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Tarnum. 

NAT^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gihnan, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Reed,  and  Worthington. 

So  it  was  resolyed  thi^t  the  bill  do  pass  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  the  title  was  amended,  to  read  as 
follows:  "An  act  declarinff  war  between  the 
Uoited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 


and  the  dependenoies  thereof,  and  Che  United 
States  of  America  and  their  Territories." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  a  committee 
was  appointed,  to  consist  of  two  members,  to 
carry  the  said  bill  to  the  H^use  of  Representa- 
tives, afid  ask  their  concurrenxze  in  the  amend- 
ments; and  Messrs^.  Andebson  anJV'ARNUM  were 
-appointed  the  committee. 

^"■^      * 
Thubsdat,  June  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Messrs.  Macon  and  Findlet,  two  of  their 
members^— Mr.  Macon,  chairman : 

Mt.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
coacur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  war  between  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  apd  Ireland 
and  tha  dependencies  thereof,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  and  their  Territories." 

Mr.  Vabndm,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  ejcamined  and  found  duly  enrolled  the 
bill  last  mentioned. 

A  m6t9age  from  the  Hifoee  of  Representatives, 
by  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Tubneb,  the  commit- 
tee oa  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  enrolled  bills— ^r.  Cbawfobd,  chairman  : 

Mr.Fremdent:  Thp  Shaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  having  signed  an  enrolled  biH, 
we  are  direete(i  to  bring  it  to  the  Senate  for  the 
signature  of  their  President. 

The  Pbesidbnt  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last 
reported  to  have  been  examined,  and  it  was  de- 
livered to  the  committee,  to  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Varnum  reported,  from  the  committee,  that 
they,  this  day,  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the"^  enrolled  bill  last  mentioned, 
and  that  the  P^^sident  of  the  United  States  i|L- 
formed  the  committee  that  he  had,  this  day, 
approved  and  signed  the  same. 
'    On  motion,  by  Mr.  VarnoMj 

Re$olved^  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  in 
relation  to  the  confidential  Message  of  the  rresi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  the  first  instant,  and 
also  in  relation  to  the  private  and  confidential 
proceiedings  of  the.  Senate  since  that  date,  be  re- 
moved. 

[End  of  the  eo>\fidehtial  proceedings.} 


Fridav^  June  19. 

.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bilLentitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  discharge  of  William  Peck 
from  his  imprisonment  f  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  Entitled  "Anaet  authorizing  the  is- 
suing of  Treasury  notes,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  ana 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee; Batard,  and  Smith  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Batard.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 

referred  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
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''An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  mi- 
litia  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  i-eferred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  supple- 
mentary to  'An  apt  authorizing  the  President- of 
the  United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of 
ranger^  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,"  reported  h  amended. 

The  amendments  to.  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  the  laws  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, having  been  reported,  by  the^coAimittee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time- 
as  amended,  and  passed,  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  eptitled  '^  An  act 
conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Cpurt  for 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  tjie  District  of 
Columbia,"  having  beeq  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  |i  third 
time  as  amended,  add  passed  with  amendmeiits.' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  siich 
information  as  he  may  {possess  respecting  the  hos- 
tile or  friendly  ipovements  abd  intentions  of  the 
Indians  towards  ^he  United  States,  subsequent  to 
the  battle  of  Tippecanoe. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
Mr.  Yarndm  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ; 
and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

SATURnAT,  June  sk). 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gregq,  the  committee  \o 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Clark, 
was  discharged  frojn  the  further  consideration 
thereof.  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  supplementary  to /An  act  authorizing  the 
President^  of  the  United  States  to  raise  certaid 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontier  of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee }  and,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postpo^d  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplenientary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  April  10.  1812,  together 
with  the  amendments' reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Taylor,  that  the.  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  to  the  firs^  Monday  in  October 
next,  it  wasdetermine^iQ  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

YsA8 — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Crawford, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor, 
and  Torner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Cutis,  Dana,  Frank- . 
lin,  Gaillard,  German,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Tait,  Yamum,  and  Worthington* 


And  having  agreed  to  the  reported  am? Qdmeat 
with  amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly.  And,  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third  time  as  amended  ? 
it  was  determined  io  the  a^irmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Ho4ise  have  jsassed 
a  bill,  ^entitled  "  An  act  eoBceroing  invalid  pen- 
sioners;" in  which  bill  ihey  request  the  eoneur- 
rence  of  the  Senate\ 

The  bill  last  brought  -  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readro^. 

The  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  William  Peck  from  his  imprisonment," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gregq,  t^e  comtpittee  to 
whom^was  referred,  on  the -6th  of  December  last, 
the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Managers  or 
the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Pennsylvania; 
also»  .on  the  24th,  the  memorial  of  Gouverneur 
Morris  and  others,  were  discharged. 

'  '  Monday,  JOne  22. 

Mr.'BRAOLEy  presented  five  memorials  of  the 
citizens  of  Vermont,  deprecating  a  war  with  Eng- 
lahd,  and  praying  the  rertiovai  of  the  cominer- 
ciai  restrictive  system;  and  the  memorials  were 
read. 

Mr.  GRBQopresentedfourteet)  memorials  of  six 
hundred  citizens  of  Cumberland  county,  in  tba 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  Lambert  presented  thepetitioi^  of  a  large 
number  of  Citizens  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to 
the  same  purpose;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,"  passed  April  10, 1812,  having 
been  reported  bvthe  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion: 

'<  That  a  -committee  be  appointed,  to  join  a  commit 
tee  of  ihe  House  «f  Representatives,  if  the  House  should 
think  proper  to  appoint  a  committee,  to  examine  and 
report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done  during 
the  present  session;  at  what  time  the  two  Houses 
ought  to  acyonrn ;  and  to  what  time  Congress  should 
stand  adjourned.'^    ' 

And  the  motion  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled '' An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  was,  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley, 
and  Franki^in,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gregq,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  coofirming 
grants  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,. de- 
rived from  the  British  Government  of  West  Flor- 
ida, not  subsequently  regranted  by  the  <jroveri)- 
ment  of  Spain  or  the  United  States,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Worthington.  from  the  managers  at  the 
conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascer- 
tain and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the 
tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties 
allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
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line  OD  continental  establUbment,"  made  report. 
Whereupon, 

Jieedvedj  That  the  Senate  so  far  recede  from 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  above  mentioned,  as 
that  they  concur  in  the  amendments  as  modified: 
by  the  committee  of  conference,  and  agree  that 
the  bill  be  90  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th^  Whole,  and  Mr. 
Yarnch  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and, 
after  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postpooed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  boU;ities  al^ 
lowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line  OQf  continental  establishment,"  and  agree  to 
the  amendments  as  modified  by  the  maxMigers  at 
the  conference  tbereooi.  They  have  pfissed  a  bill, 
entitled^ An  act  concerning  letters  of  roarquej 
prizes,  and  prize  goods;"  also,  a  bill, entitled  "An 
act  giving  validity  to  the  sale  of  c^tain  tracts  of 
pubRc  landsj  sold  in  the  western  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of,  Louisiana;" 
in  which  bills  they  reiquefit  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  ^ 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  v^ete  read^  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes, 
and  prize  goods^  was  read  the  secoud  time  by. 
CDBsent,  and  referred  to  a  select*  committee,  to 
consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Anderson,  Var- 
HUM,  CuTTB.  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  frboi  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act'  authorizing  tne  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  OP  THE  United  States: 
To  the  Senale  and  House  of,         - 

Representatives  of  the  UnUed  States  : 

I  communicate  to  Congreos  copied  of  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  the  Charg^  d'Afiaires  of.  the 
United  Stataa  kt  London,  and  of  a  note  to  him  from 
the  BriCbh  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Ji7vx  28,  1818. 

The  Message  and  copies  therein  mentioned  were 
read. 

The  Senate  resufned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  billj  entitled  ^*An 
act  confirming  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  founded  on  warrants  of  survey  (granted 
by  the  Spanish  Qovernment^''  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shallthis  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


TuBSDAY,  June  23. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^  Ao  act 
confirming  claiins  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted  by 
the  Spanish  Government,"  having  been  reportea 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,.and  passed 
with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives' 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^*  An  aet  conferring  certain  powers  an  the  Levy 
Court  for  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis« 
trict  of  Columbia,"  with  anamendment ;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
ha,ve  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  imposing  ad- 
ditional duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
and  for  otheV  purposes "  in  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
readi  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  QoQDRtcH,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
Was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
liefof  Anna  Young,  heiress  and  representative  of 
Colonel  John  Diirkee,  deceased,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  conunittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  biM,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  pui^po^  of  discharging  alHne 
outstanding  claims  for  the  construction  and  re- 
pair of  the  Capitol  and  the  President's  house,  for 
the  compensation  -of  the  late  Surveyor  of  the 
Public  Buildings,  and  for  furniture  for  the  differ- 
ent apartments  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  pur- 
po^es^^  reported  it  with  amendnients.. 
'  The  Sen&te  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
re3olutioa  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Leib,  for 
appointing  a  joint  com\nittee  to  examine  and  re- 
port what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done  during 
the  present  >ession ;  and,  having  agreed  thereto, 
Messrs.  Lsib,  LlDyd,  Bayard,  CoNDtT,aad  Tay- 
i^R,  were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  pari 
bf  the  Semite. 

The  bill,  Entitled  ;^Aa  act.  giving  validity  to 
the  sale  of  certain  tracts  of  public  lands  sold-  in 
the  western' district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
now  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  reau  the  secoad 
tinie,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tait,BibB| 
and  Franklin,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  concerning  let- 
ters of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  reported 
it  with  amendments;  which  were  jead,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
having  agreed  thereto  in  part,<aQd  further  amend- 
ed the  bilL  tbe  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
ac6o1rdingly.  . 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  r^d  ai  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deterraiited  in  the  af* 
firmative. 
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Wednesday,  June  ?4.  * 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
concerning?  letters  of  marquef  prized,  and  prize 
goods,''  were  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  tinie 
as  amended,  and  further  amended  by  unanimovts 
consent.  ' 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  :the  affirmatire — yeas 
22,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Ybab — ^^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell, 
of  Tennessee,!  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin*  Gaillard, 
Gilroan,  Gregg,  Howeir,  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Roblnsoh, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
.  Turner,  Varnum,  an*d  Worthingtcm.  ' 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
and  Lloyd. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  this  bill  pass  with 
BQiendments. 

Mr.  Anderson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

**  Whereas  the  United  States  of  America,  notwith- 
standing the  pacific  dispoaition  which  has  been  so  di^- . 
tinguishingly  evinced  by  them  towards  all  the  nitions 
of  the  world,  have,  nevertheless,  been  compelled  to  ze- 
aort  to  arms  for  the  maintenance  and  protection  of 
those  rights  which,  hav^  been  achieved  by  the  blood  of 
their  fa&ers;  and,  although  they  have  a  just  confi- 
dancs*m  the  strength  of  their  Government,' and  in  th^ 
^gor  of  their  own  aim,  yet,  ^in^  taught  by  Holy 
Writ,  to  which  they  bow  with  all  'due  ravereoee  and 
submission,  **  that  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the 
battle  to  Uie  atreng,  but  of  the  Lord  who  wiUsth  and 
doeth :"  And  it  being  at  aH  times  our  indiq>ensable^ 
4uty  devoutly  to  acknowledge  the  superintending  prov- 
idence of  Almighty  God,  especially  in  times  of  impend- 
ing danger  and  public  ciilamity,  to  reverenceand  adore 
His  immutable  justice,  as  well  as  to  implore  His  inep- 
cifiil  interposition  for  the  prosperity  of  the  nation : 
Therefore, 

**Re8olvid,  by  the  Senate  and  ffottke  of  liepre9enta- 
twee  of  the  united  States  of  Americay  in  Congress 
assemvied^  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  request 
that  he  will  recommend  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  a  day  of  public  humiliation  aniT  prayer,  to  be 
observed  by  supplicating  Almighty  God  for  the  safety 
and  wel&re  of  these  States,  and  ibr  the  success  of  their 
arms."  .     ■  ^         • 

And  4be.  motioa  i/ras  read,  And  paseed  to  the 
stcood  reading.  f 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
Che  resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate,  for  the  ap- 
.pointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  examine  and 
report  what  busine^  is  necessary-  to  be  done 
during  the  present  session,  and  have-  appointed  a 
committ^  on  their  part.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives recede  from  their  disagreenfeot  to  the 
amendments  of  the*  Senate  to'  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization -of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,"  and  <!oncur  therein. 

The  bill^  entitled  ^  An  act  for  imposing  addi- 
tional duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchiin- 
dise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read-  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 


and  ret)ort  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Llotd,  .were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  conferring  certain  powers  oo  the  Levy 
Court  for  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Pis- 
trict  of  Columbia,  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  giving  validity 
to  the  sale  of  certain  tracts  .pf  public  lands  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleatia,  now 
State  of  Louisiana,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Reeo.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  biH  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years, 
any  part  of  the  reservati,ons  of  public  ground  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  reported  ft  with  4n 
amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Witkinson  was 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  Mr. 
Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the'phair;  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  re- 
sumed the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varnum  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendment,  whicb  was  considered 
in  Senate,  and  agreed  to. 

,0a  the  queUion,  Shall  thi?  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  t  it  was  deter- 
^mined  in -the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SMiTfi,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  tha.t  to- 
morrow he  should  ask  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  fixing  the^ilnary  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  United  states. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  Treasurynotes,"  was  resumed  as  In 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and^  after  debate,  and 
the  cOiisideration  bf  Confidential  and  Execfiti?e 
business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


THuaaDAY,  June  25. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Presioent  comtnunicated  a  letter  (torn 
the  Commissioner  of  (he  Qeneral  Land  Office, 
enclosing  a  report  of  the  Land  Commissioners  at 
St.  Louis,  relative  to  the  lead  mines,  in  obedieace 
to  a  proviiiion  contained  in  the  sixth  section  of 
an  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  landNWithin  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans and  the  district  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  letter 
and  report  were  read. 

.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury  not^s," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  thereto,  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  Bouse  accord- 
ingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  thifd 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
maUve-^yeas  19,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell 
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^  Teimessae,  Crawford,  Franktin,  Gailltrd,  Oilet, 
CSregg,  Howell,  Lambert,  X«eib,  Reed>  Smith  of  Mary- 
land,  Tah,  Taylor,  Turner,  VariHim,  and  Wortbington. 

NjiT*^— Measrv.  Gctmafi,  Oflman,  Qoodrieh,  Horaey, 
and  Lloyd. 

The  fnotion  raade  yesterday^  respeciittg  a  day 
of  |roblife  homiliation  and  prayer,  was  read  the 
aeeond  tine ;  and  on  the  queatioD,  Shall  jt  be  ea- 
^oaaed  and  read  a  third  time?'itwatdeterniDed 
in  the  affintoatiTe. 

The  Senate  resamed,  at  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideraiioD  of  the  bifl.  entitled  ^An 
act  aoppleroetitary  to  an  att  authorizing  the  Pres^ 
identot  tha  United  States  to  raine  certain  compa- 
nies of  ranget?  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of 
the  United  Statea,'^  and  disagreed  to  the  amend- 
aeiu  reported  by  the  select  cemmtttee:  and,  on 
motioA,  the  bill  waa  i^mended ;  and  the  President 
reported  the  amendments  to  the  House,  |ind  it 
was  agreed  to  amend  tbe  bill  ac0ordingly. 
'  On  the  question,  Shall  this  biH  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
matiTC. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  adcedaad  obtained 
leare  te  briiiff  in  a  bill  sopplementary  to  th?  act 
fixing  the  Military.  Peace  Establishment  df  the 
United  States ;"  and  the  bill  was  read^  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  thii  bill  authorizing  4he  Pre^tident  of  the 
Usited  States'  to  lease,  fiora  term  of  yeai^,  any 
part  of  the'reserTations  of  public  sround  in  ibe 
City  of  Washington,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  1^  th^  hdect  committee; 
and  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair; 
and  tbe  amendment  baling  been  agreed  to,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varnum 
reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
considered  in  the  Senate  and  agreed  to.  And  on 
the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
as  amended  t  it  was  determined  in  the  a£Brmative 


Friday,  Jane  86. 

The  Joint  resolution  requesting*  the  Pri?sident 
of  the  United  States  to  recommend  a  day  of  pub- 
lic humiliation  and  prayer,  having  been  reported 
by  the  i^ommittee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  it 
Was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messr^.  Goodrich, 
'  AifDERsos,  and  Bradley,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  amendment  to  the  Bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  was 
reported  bvthe  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
and  (he  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  ^he question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  23, 
nays  8,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.    Anderson,  Bfbb,    Bradley,  Brent, 
Oampbell   of  Tennessee,   Condit,  Crawford,    Cutis, 
Pranklfai,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Beed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Tay- 
i        lor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 
^  Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 

Goodrich,  Hunter,  Llofd,  and  Pope. 


So  it  was  resolved  that  thh  bill  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bilf,  entitled  *•'  An  act 
supplementary  to  'An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  tlie  united  States  to  raise  certain  compa- 
nies of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  tbe  frontiers 
of  the  United  Stales,"  were  reported  by  the  com^ 
mitt€?e  correctly  engrosssed.  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time  as  anrreodedjand  the  blanks  filled. 

ResoUedy  That  this  bill  pasi  with  amendments. 

The  bill  authorizing  ijie  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part 
of  the  reservations  of  public  ground  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  was  reported  by  the  committee  . 
correctly  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  and  the 
blank  filM* 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  Presklent  of 
tlwj  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years, 
any  part  of  the  reservations  of  public  ground  in 
the  City  of  Washington." 

Mr^  Bayard  presented  the  tbemorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  tKe  town  of  Newcastle,'  in  the  State  of 
Delaware,  and  its  vicinity,  prayi^  Congress  to 
direct  measures  for  their  defence,  in  their  peculi- 
arly*'exposed  siiuatlon.-r-Referred  to  the  Secreta- 
ry for  the  Department  of  War,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  deprecating  the 
horrors  of  war,  and  praying  the  removal  oi  the 
restrictive  system  and  embargo ;  and  the  petition 
tvas  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  froni  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the'  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  imposing  additional  duties-  upon  all  goodis, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported the  bill  with  .amendments;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Tbe  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  enclos- 
ing a  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  district 
of  Vincetmes,  made  in  pursuance  of  ^  An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  fbr  other  purposes  ;**  and  the  letter 
and  report  were  read. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  ^xm^  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Mary  land,  Franklin,  and  Brad'- 
LEY,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Saturday,  June  27. 

The  President  communicated  the  petition  of 
the  Mayor.  Alderihen^  and  inhabitants  of  New 
Orleans,  priaying  th^  extension  of  a  certain  street 
in  that  city  through  the*  property  of  the  United 
States,  upon  certain  conditions ;  and  the  petition 
was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
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of  the  Uoited  States,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments,  which  were  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  and  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be -engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Rppresematives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hous^  do  not  con- 
.  cur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ^'An  act  supplementary  to  'An  act.  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  (jTontier  of  the  United  States." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andbbbon.  that  \htf  re- 
cede from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  8,  nays  18, 
as  follows : 

Ykas — Metsrf.  Anderson,  Bayaid^  Caaopbell  of 
TenneMee,  Pope,  Robinson,  Ttfylor,  Varntim,  and 
Worihington.    ' 

Nats-— MesjBrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawibrd,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Gailla/d,  G^erman,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Ch'egg,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lfoy^y  Smith  of  ]j(f a- 
ly land,  Smith  of  New  T^ork,  and  Tait. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbanklin,  it  was  resolve<i 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments  to 
the  said  bill.  .  , 

Mr.  Leib  subinitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

ReMoltedy  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Senate  be  di- 
rected to  pay  to  Henry  B.  Joy,  Henry  Miller,  and  To- 
bias Simpson,  fifty  dolkrv  each,  as  an  additional  com- 
pensation for  their  services  during  die  present  session. 

Mr.  Gbeoq  presented  fifteen  memorials  of  a 
large  number  ot  citizens  of  Cumberland  county, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  deprecating  a  war 
with  England,  and  praying  the  removal  ^f  the 
commercial  restrictive  system. 

Mr.  Andbbson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the'  resolution  re$pectipg  a  day  of 
public  humiliation  and  prayer,  reported  it  amend- 
ed ;  and  it  was  considered  as  in  (Jomjnittee  of  the 
Whole,  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  Shall  it  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  A.,  also,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,' entitled  ^^An  act  concerning  in- 
valid pensioners,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the 
outstandinpr  claims  for  the  construction  and  repair 
of  the  Capitol  and  the  President's  house ;  for  the 
compensation  of  the  late  Surveyor  of  the  Public 
Buildings;  and  for  furniture  for  the  different 
apartmenU  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," together  ^ith  amendments  reported  there- 
o  by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr.  Orbog  was 
equested  to  take  the  Chair  \  and,  having  agreed 
o  the  report,  the  I^BEstoENT  resumed  the  Chair, 
sd  Mr.  Gbeqg  reported  the  bill  with  amend- 


ment<  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  be  am«o4ed 
accordingly. 

On  the  question,.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  ibird  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.     . ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  id  Comtniitee  of  the 
Wnole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  validity 
'to  the  sale  of  certain  traets  of  public  lands  in  the 
Western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
State  of  Louisiana ;"  and  no  amendnoieot  having 
been  proposed,  the  bill  was  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

Tbe/biU>  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anna 
Young,  heiress  and  representative  of  Col.  John 
Darkee<  deceased,"  was  re8amed,jis  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wholes  and  fko  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reckling. 

Mr.  Dana  made  a  report  from  the  conunittee 
on  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  Washington  College :"  Whereupon, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  poatpoa- 
ed  to  the  first  Moikday  in  December  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gbegg.  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  iooigithan  Williams," 
was  postponed  to  th6  ^st  Monday  in  December 
next. 


MoNnAY,  June  29. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  pay  Henry  Miller  andptheia  fifty,4ol* 
lari each,  was.read . the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *"  An  act  authorising  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years, 
any  part  of  the  reservations  of  ground  in  the  Citv 
of  Washington,  with  an  amendment;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioii  of  the  bili,  entitled  "An 
act  for  imposing  additional  duties  on  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  aud  for  other  purposes,?'  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee ;  and  Mr.  Gaillaro  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Chair. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following 
amendment: 

*<8ic.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enadedt  That  the  first 
snd  second  sec^ons  of  .the  act,  entitled  "An  act  repeal- 
ing the  act  laying  duties  on  salt,,  and  continuing  in 
force,  for  a  further  Ume^  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled **An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bfirbary  Pow- 
ers," passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1807,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed  :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nay:j  17,  as  follows : 

YzAS — Messrs. '  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Cutts, 
German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Lambert,  Leib^  Lloyd,  Pope, 
Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Dana,  Franklin,  GaiUard, 
Goodrich,  Howell,  Hunter,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 
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Ob  the  qo^ttioB,  to.  agree  to  the  fpUowiflfj; 
aroendnieDt:  strike  out  '*  one  hundred,"  section  1, 
line  3;  it  was  determined  in  the  negativje — yeas 
13,  nays  19)  as  follows : 

TxA»— MesKs.  Bayard,  Daaa*  Gennan,  CHles,  Gil- 
aaa,  Goodridi,  Horsey,  Hunter,  l^ataftbert,  IJeyd, 
Piope,  Reed,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland* 

N^Ts-T-MeMrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brei^t, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Quits, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell*  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wor- 
thmgton. 

On  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the  amendnient 
proposed,  to  strike  oat  the  words  '^passing  of  this 
act,''  section  I,  liue  7,  it  was  determibed-ia  tile 
negative — yeas  15,  nays  1^,  as  follows : 

YzAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brent,  Dana«  German,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New 
York. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson*  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford j  Cu^  Frsnalin^ 
Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Tait„  Taylor^  Tur- 
ner, Varnum,  and  Worlhingtoo. 

Aird,  having  disagreed  to  the  report. of  the  se- 
lect committee,  the  PtiBsiDENTresBmed  the  Chair,. 
and  Mr.  Gaillard  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
Withoot  amendment. 

On  the  qaestion,  Shalt  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  theaffirmatfv^ — yeas 
22,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Ysls — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  ^radley,  Bient, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Catts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howelt,  Lan^bert,  Leib^ope,  Rob- 
huon,  Smitii  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Tait, 
Tarlcir,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

pTats — Messrs.  Bayajrd,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  and  Reed. 

A  message  iHrom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  biU,  entitled  "An  act  to  compensate  for  his 
services  the  President j^ro  tempore  of  the  Senate, 
acting  as  sufch  when  the  office  of  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States  ahall  be  vacant ;"  also,  thf 
bill,  entitled  ''An  aqjt  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of 
stock  created  under  an^act  passed  on  .the  10th  of 
November,  1803;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


Tuesday,  June  30. 

The  PaEsiDENT  communicated  a  letter,  signed 
William  Duane,  with  a  treatise  on  military  tac- 
tics; and  the  letter  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
President  was  requested  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  "Hand  Book  for  Infantry,^'  from 
William  Duane« 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  the  io- 
habitaota  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  deprecating  a  war  with.  Qreat 
Britain,  and  representing  iv  peculiarly  calamitous 
to  them,  in  the  exposed  situation  of.  their  com- 
merce ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  Pbesidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  the  me- 


morial oC.the  eitiseas  of  Newcastle,  in  the  Slate 
of  Delaware,  and  its  vicinity,  referred  to  him  on 
the  86th  instant ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  statement 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  New  YorK, 
signed  Henry  Rutgers,  chairman',  approving  the 
measures  of  Government  at  this  eventful  crisis ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  a  copy  of  the  resolution  en- 
tered into  by  citizens  of  Milledgeville  and  its  vi- 
cinity, ID  the  State  of  Georgia,  expressing  their 
confidence  in  the  National  Councils,  and  their  de- 
termination to  support  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment;  which  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitle^  "An  act  to  facilitate  the  trans- 
fer of  stock,  created  under  an  act  passed  the  lOih 
of  November,  l803,"  was  read  three  times  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and. passed. 

The  bilL.  entitled  ^^Ai\  act  to  compensate  foj: 
his  services  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the 
Senate,  acting  as  such  when  the  office  of  Vice 
Preeident  of  the  United  States  abali  be  vacant," 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  supplementarv  to  the  act  fixmg  the 
Militairy  Peace  Establishment  of  the  united 
'States,  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  .engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
amepded  by  unanimous  consent. 

jReto/i?e(/,  That  (his  billpass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  respectiog^ihe  pay  of  the  Ar- 
my pf  the  United  Stales."  .  . 
.  The  bill,  .entiiled  *'An  act  ^ting  validity  to  the 
sale  of  certain  tracts  of  public  land  in  the  West- 
ern district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State 
of  Louisiana^^  was  read  i|  third  time,  and  pateed. 
7he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anna 
V'oung.  heiress  and  represen|;ativ^  of  Colonel 
John  Durkee,  deceased,"  wits  read  the  third  time, 
i^ad  passed. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation and. prayer,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  epgrossed,  was  read  the 
third  time.. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  pass?  it 
was  determined  in  (be  affirma^ive-^yeas  20,  naya 
4,.  as  follows : 

Yaii^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bajrard,  Brent,  QondiC, 
Crawford,  Cntts,  Gaillaid,  German,  Giles,  Goodrich^ 
Horsey,  Howell,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Bobinson,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Yarnum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Franklin,  Gihnan*  and  Smith 
ofNcwYork.^  ^ 

So  the  resolution  passed  as  follows: 
**K  being  a  ^uty  peculiarly  incuaibent  in  a  time  of 
public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly  to  ac- 
knowledge onr  dependence  on  Almighty  God,  and  to 
implore  his  aid  and  protection  :  Therefore,    , 

•^lUadhei^by  the  SafiaU  and  Houee  of  JUpreeenta- 
tiffti  of  the  United  States  of  Amerieat  in  Congreee  oa- 
eembled,  That  a  joint  committee  .of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  of  pabKo  humili- 
ation and  prayer,  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  with  religious  solemnity  and  the  offering 
of  fervent  suppIicatioDs  to  Almighty  God  lor  the  safety 
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and  welfmre  of  thaie  Sutes,  hk  bleffing  on  their  ntet 
and  the  fpeedy  veetoration  of  peace." 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Anderson  sod  Good- 
BrcH  be  the  eommictee  od  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  ameodments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  en^tled,  *^An  act  sopplemenrary  to 
'An  act  authorizio^  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for 
the  protectionof  the  frontier  of  the  United  Statto.'' 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  giving  fntt her 
time  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments."  in 
which  bin  they  request  the  concurrence  ot  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  Tast  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed' lo  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  imposing  addi- 
tional Unties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchap- 
dise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  pjac^,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was* read  the  third  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  wa^  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays^  9,  as 
follows:  . 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  oi  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawft>rd,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  GaitliLrd,  Howell,  Lanibert,  Lelb,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamom, 
and  Worthiagton. 

NATt— Meeen.  Bayard,  Dana>  Oerman,  Giles,  Gil- 
nan,  Goodridi,  Horeey,  Hunter,  and  Ll<^d. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bi|l  passi     ^      ^ 

The  bill,  entitled  *'Aa  act  confirming  grants  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  derived  frt^m 
the  British  Government  of  West  Florida,  not  sub- 
aeqtieiuly  regranted  by  the  Government  of  Spain 
or  of  the  United  States,"*  was  considered,  as  in 
Committ^'6f  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  it  wa»  ordered  to  a  M^ird 
reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging all  the  outstandiriif'  claims  tor  the  con- 
atroction  and  repair  of  th^  Capitol  and  the  Presi- 
dent's house,  for  the  compensation  of  the  late  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Public  Buildings,  and  for  furniture 
for  the  different  apartments  of  the  Capitol,  ai>d 
for  other  purposes,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 

third  time  as  amended.        ^ 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill, entitled  **An  act  concerning  in- 
Talid  pensioners,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee,  and  Mr. 
VABNUMwas  requested  to  take  the  Chair,  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  th^  President 
resumed  the -chair,  and  Mr.  Varndm  reported  the 
bill  with  amendments,  whic^i  were  considered  in 
the  Senate  and  agreed  to.  ^ 

On  the  questioo,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
tihie  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
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toHkX  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
aorthorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
lease,  for  a  term  of  yean^  any  part  of  the  reserva- 
tions of  public  ground  in  tbeUity  of  Washiogton.; 
and,  resolved  that  they  do  not  coDcnr  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  to  authoritt 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay  Henry  B.  Joy 
and  others  fifty  dollars  each,  as  an  additional  com- 
penstation  for  their  services  during  the  present 
session. 

On  the  Question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed aod  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Resident  of  tbe  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Ripressntatives  of  ike  United  States.- 

Wkh  »  view  the  better  to  adapt  to  the  public  service 
Ae  volunteer  force  contemplated  bj  the  act;  passed  on 
the  sixth  day  of  February,  I  recommend  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress  the  expediency  of  mating  the  re- 
.quisito  provision  for  the  omeers  thereof  being 'commis-. 
dotted  by  the  authority  of  the  United  Statefc. 

CoiSsidering  the  distribution  of  the  military  forces  of 
the  United  8totea  required  by  the  incumstancee  of  our 
country,  I  recommeiid  also  to  the  consideration  of  CSen- 
gr^  this  ^^tpediency  of  prpviding  for  the  appointaMnt 
of  an  additional  number  of  general  officen,  and  of  depu- 
ties in  the  adjutant's,  quaitermaster's,  inspector's,  and 
paymaster's  depaitments  of  the  army,  and  for  the  aia- 
ployment,  in  cases  of  emergency,  of  additional  engi- 
neers. JAMBS  MADISON. 

JuWE  30,  1812. 

The  Mes;iage  was  read  ^  and,,  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  ANoisaaoN,  and  Giles, 
were  nppointej  the  committee. 

"[  '  Weonesuat,  July  1. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  ao- 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of  the  reserya- 
trons  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington.^ 
7hey  disagree  to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  tbe  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  an- appro- 
priation fbr  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the  out- 
standing claims  for  the  construction  and  repair  of 
the  Capitpl  and.  President's  house  ;  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  late  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Build- 
rngs ;  and  for  furniture  for  the  different  apartments 
of  the  Capitol,  and  other  purposes."  and  agree  to 
the  other  amendment  with  an  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  making  appropriations  respect- 
ing tbe  Cnpitol,  mentioned  as  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  last  messagec 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  they  recede  from  their  first 
amendment,  anc]  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  other  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill. 

The  amendmenu  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,,  the 
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bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed 
with  amendments. 

Mr.  LEiB/^om  the  joint  committee  appointed 
on-lhe  part  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  reported 
a  resolution  authorizing  the  President  oY  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  o£  the  House  of  Represehl- 
atives  to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the 
Gth  day  of  July  instant.  The  resolutioi^  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Leib  also  asked  and  obtained  leave  to.  re- 
port a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading.  • 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  giring  further  time 
to  porchaaers  of  public  lands  noHhwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  to  complete  their  paymenta,* '  was 
read  the  seoood  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee^  to  consider  and  report  thertoa ;  and 
Messrs.  Wortbikoton,  FnAitKLiN,  and  Bbad- 
LIT,  were  appointed  the  committee. , 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  t6  compenaate  fpr 
his  services  the  President,^  pro  UmiWfre^  of  the 
Senate,  acting  as  such  when  the  office  of  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vacant," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to.a  sel^t 
committee,' to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  New  York,  Bayard,  and 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee^ 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Smith,,  of  Minryland,  the 
committee  to  wnom  w^s  referred,  on  the  20th  of 
November  last,  the  memorial  of  the  representa-* 
tiTcs  of  the  reliffioua  society  of  Friends,  of  the 
yearly  meeting  held  in  Baltimore,  were  discharged 
from  the  l\irther  consideration  thereof. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  the  27th  of  June 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pas^^ted^.as  follows: 

Retolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  pay  to.  Henry  B.  Joy,  Henry  Miller, 
and  Tobias  Simpson,  fifty  dollars  each,  as  an  ad- 
ditional compensation  for  their  services  during 
the  present  session.  ^ 

The  bill  entitlecf  "An  act  concerning  grants  of 
lands  in  the  Mississippn  Territory,  derived  from 
the  British  Cbvernment  of  West  Florida,  not 
subsequently  regranted  by  the  British  Govern* 
ment,  of  Spata,  or  of  the  United  States,^  war 
read  a  third  time,  and  missed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  th^ilonse  have  passed 
a  blU,  entitled  ^'An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress ;"  also,  a  joint  reeolo- 
tion  aothorizrng  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  HoOse  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ their  respective  Houses  on  Moaday,  the  6th 
day  of  Jul V  instant.  -^ 

The  bill  and  resolution  last  mentioned  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  r6ading« 

Thursday,  July  2. 
Mr.  WorthingtoN}  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  giv- 
ing further  time  to  purchasers  of  public  lands 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  complete  their 
payments^"  reported  it  without  amendment. 


The  bill  from  the  House ,  of  Represefatatives 
entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time  of  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  joint  r<>^olution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses,  was  read  the 
second  time. .      ' 

A  message  from  the  House  ot  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the- House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  supplementary  to  the  acta 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization;^  a  bili,^ entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  ^ct.  entitled  'An  act- re- 
specting alien  enemies;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  '*Aa 
act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  defence 
of  the  maritin^e  frontier,  and  for  the  support  of 
the,  Navy  of  the  United  States;"  in  which  bills, 
thev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  w^re  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 
*  Mr.  Smith,  of' Maryland,  frbm  the  committee 
(o  whom  was  referred,  on  the  SQih  of  June,  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
tbat^date«  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  Uuit^  States  to  accept  and  organize  certain 
volunteer  military  corps  ;**  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

'    .Friday,  July  3. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitfed  "An 
tjti  authorizing  thfe  President  of  the  United  States 
'~io  accept  and  organize  certain  Volunteer  military 
corps,"  was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  respecting  alien  enemies," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
.committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Bibb,  Bradley,  and  Bayard,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitle^  **An  act  making  a  further  ap- 
propria|ion  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime  fron- 
tier, and  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee^o  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Franklin,  Lloyd, 
and  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the' 
committee. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Waterford,  in  th^ 
State  of  Vermont,  deprecating  a  war  with  Eng- 
land, and  praying  the  removal  of  the  commercial 
restrictive  system. . 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  supplementary  to  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  tlni- 
form  rule  of  naturalization,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

A  message  from  the  Hous^  of  Represenutives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  American  ves- 
sels from  proceeding  to,  or  trading  with,  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States,  ai^d  for  olher  purpo- 
ses;^' and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  addi- 
tional apl;)ropriations  for  the  Military  Establish- 
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meat  and  for  the  lodfan  department  for  the  year 
1812;"  in  which  bills  ihey  reqatst  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate, 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for'  concurirence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readi'ng. 

The  joint  resolution  which  originated  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  Monday  the  6th  of  July,  was  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  rfesupaed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "Ah  aci  supnlementfiry 
X9  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  giving  further  time  to 
purchasers  of  public  lands  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  to  complete  their  payments ;"  and  Mr.  VAit- 
NUM  was  requested^  to  take  the  Chair;  and,  after 
debate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair;  ftnd 
Mr.  Yarnum  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  the  further 
consideratiop  thereof  be  poslpoqed  until  the.first 
Monday  in  November  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative ;  and  the  bill  wa;^  ordered  ro  a  t^ird 
readings 

The  bill  which  originated  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,'?  was  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  ordered^  to 
a  third  reading. 

A  meesage  from  the  House  of.  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to.  accept  and  organize  cer- 
tain volunteer  military  corps  ,•"  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Lyon ;"  in 
which  bills  ihey  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  .      " 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  readjnp^. 

The  joint  resolution  which  originated  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  the  6ih  day  of  July,  instant,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  compensate  for  his  services  the  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate^  acting  as  such  when  the 
office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  vacant,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  fi-om  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  accept  and  orgfanize  certain  voluur 
teer  tnilitary  corps,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent, and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  30th  of  June,  on  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  that  date, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon.  • 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  to  Ivhom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a 
farther  appropriation  for  the  defence  of  the  mar- 
itime frontier,  and  foe  the  support  of  the  Navy 


of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
n\ent;  and  the  bill  was  resumed  as  in  Committee 
pf  the  Whole;  and  Mr.  Gaillard  was  requested 
to  take  the  Chair;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair; 
and  mr,  Gaillard  reported  the  bill  i^ithout 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  SmiTh,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent^  and  passed. 

SlTUROAT,  July  4. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  probihil  Ameri* 
can  vessels  from  prdceedinjr  to>  or  trading  with, 
the  eivemies  of  t^  United  States,'  and  for  other 
ptirposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thertsoo;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Franklin,  and 
Varnum,  were  ap)>ointed  the  commitlee. 

Mr.  Smith,  ot  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  T\\Aii  at  the  cotnmenceinent  of  every  sei- 
sion,  in  the  abseinGe  of  the  Vice  President,  or  when 
the  office  of  Vice  President  shall  b«  vacant,  by  death, 
resignation,  qr  otherwise,  the  (Senate  shall  els^t  a  Pres- 
'\Aiini.pro  tempore.' 

.  The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  thte  relief  ^of 
George  Lyoii,,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on 
motion,  by  Mt.'^Leib,"  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to^  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next. 

Mt.  Smi^h,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled^  An  act  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ac- 
cept and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,','  reported  it  with  -an  ameodmei^t ;  which 
was  considered ^s  in  Co\nmfttee  of  the  Whole; 
and  Mr.  Anderson  was  re'quesied  to  take  the 
Chair;  and  the  President  having  resumed  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Anderson  reported  the  bill  amended, 
and  it  was'agi-eecl  to  in  the  Senate  ;  and- the  bill 
was  amended  accordingly,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading  as'amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  a^  in  Committee  pf  the 
Whole,  the  bill,*  entitled  "An  act  tb  compensatie 
for  his  services  the  President  pro  <e«MM)r«  of  the 
Senate,  acting  as  such  when  the  office  of  Vice 
President  of  the  Onited,States  shall  be  vacant  f 
and  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair; 
and  the  President  having  resumed  the/Chair,  Mr. 
Varnum  reported  the  bill  with.an  amendment. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  ia  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed by  unanimous  consent,  and  pasaed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Sep  ate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  siispehd  the  payment  of  certain 
bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong,  late  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  upon 
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the  Treasury  of  the  Uoite^d  States  f  a  bill,  enti* 
tied  "An  act  sapplementary  to  the  *  Act  author- 
izing a  loan  for  a  sum  not  eiceedinff  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollars;"  aiYd  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
adthorizti^  a  subscription  for  the  oUt  six  per  cent, 
tad  deferred  stocks,  and  providing  foran  exchange 
of  the  same  3"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
eoDcurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  plassed  the 
bill  from  the. Senate,  entitled  "An  act  resppctins^ 
the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,*  with 
an  an^efidment,  in  ^hich  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  conoufred  therein. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  coitcurrence 
were  Severally  read  by  unanimous  consent;  and 
it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act. authorising  a  subscription 
for  the  old  six  'pet  cent,  aftd  deferred  stocks,  and 
providing  for  an  exchange  of  the^same,''  be  riefi^r- 
red  to  a  select- committee,  to  consider  and  teport 
thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  T^ylob.  Campbeli^  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Smith  of  Maryland,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 

ReBolted,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  lay  -  before  the  Senate  a 
copy  of  such  discussions  aiid  correspondence  rela- 
tive to  British  impressments  of  seamen  from  Ai^e- 
rican  yessels,  as  may  nbt  have  been  heretofore, 
communicated.. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  stub- 
ject'Of  an  uniform  rule  of  natural iziiiioii,"  was  re- 
lerred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  ^he 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  respecting  alien  enemies,"  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  t)ie  next 
meeting  of  Congress,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bin,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  '  Act  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  complete 
their  payments,"  was  read  a  third  time  ana  passed^ 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  respecting  alien  ene- 
mies^" reported  it  with  an  amendment^hich  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
Mr.  Anderson  wtis  requested  to  take  the  Chair ; 
and  the  report  having  been  agreed  to,  the  t'resi- 
dent  resumed  the  Chair,  an^'Mr.  A ndeukson  Ire- 
ported  the  bill  with  an  amendment;  and  it^was 
agreed  that  the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  t  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  amendment  to  thebllHast  mentioned  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  eii^ 
grossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr,  Bibb,  from  the  same  committee/reported 


the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  snpplementanr  to  the 
acts  heretofore  pas3ed  on  the  subject  of  an  uoi- 
fofm  rule  of  naturalization,*'  without  ametidment ; 
and  the  bill  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  M,r.  Leib  was  requested  10  take  the 
Chair ;  and.  no  amendment  having  been  proposed, 
the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Leib 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  the  third  reading^. 

On  motion,  jthe  bill  was,  by  unanimous  consent, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  ' 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Establishment  and 
for  the  Indian  department,  for  the  year  1812," 
'^fzs  read  the  second  time^  and  resumed  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  Mr.  SMiTb,  of  Mary- 
land, was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and,  no 
amepdmenr  having  been  proposed,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
reported  the  bill  wfthout  amendo^ent,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retarjr  of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  pavmeftt  of 
certain  hills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong,  late  Min- 
ister of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France, 
upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by,  unanimous  consetit. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  supplementary  to 
the  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
-ing  eleven  millions  of  dollars,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent. 


SoNDAY,  July  5. 

A  m>?ssage  fVom  the  'House  of  Rctpresentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  saferkeeping  and' 
accoinmodation  of  prisoners  of  war  f  and  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  othfer  pur- 
posed '^  in  which  bills  they  requelt  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  twice  read 
by  unanimous  consent.    ' 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary- to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ac- 
cept and  organise  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engross'^d,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tim^ 
as  amended. 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass-as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  14, 
nays  6,  as  folio Ws: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Condit, 
Crawford)  Franklin,  Galllard,  Giles,  HoweH,  Robin- 
son, Smith  of  New  y«rk,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Vcrham. 

Nats— Meisra.  Bayard,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  this  bill  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  att  making  further  provrsion 
for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
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purposes,"  wa:;  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  and  report^  tbereoo  ;  and  Messrs.  SMiTHt 
of  Maryland,.  ANDDRS0N,aiid  Taylor,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  tlic  conamitt^e 
Jast  mentioned,  reported  i^e  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  motipti  mdde  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  on  the  mode  of  electing,  the  President 
pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  was  resumed ;  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylojr,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday 
in  November  next. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing^  a 
subscription  for  the  old  six  per  Cent,  and  deferred 
stocks;  and  providing  for  an  exchange  for  the 
same,"  reported  it  without  amei^dment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  frotn  the  committee  to  who^ 
was  referred  the  till,  entitled  **An  act  to  prohibit 
Amierican  vessels  from  proceeding  to,  or  grading 
with,  the  enemies  of  \^t  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments, 
which  were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  Mr.  Anoerson  \i^as.  requested  to 
take  the  Oh^ir.  and  the  amendments  were  in  part 
srgreed  to;  ana  the  President  having  resumed  the 
Chair,  on  motion  the  Senate  adjourned* 


Monday^  July  6» 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goodrich,  the  committee. 
tawhom  wer^  referred  the  memorial  of  How- 
ard, Fitch,  and  Lbyd,  of  New  York,  and  of 
Boardman  and  Pope,  of  Boston,  Were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion,  bjir  Mr.  Lloyd,. tha  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Grour,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof,  and.it  wa«  referred  to  the  Sec^ 
retary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Con^mlttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  -*An  a^t  to  prohibit 
American  Vessels  from  proeeedinff  to,  or  trading 
with,  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  Mr.  AndebsoK  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Chair. 

On  diotion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  strike  out,  from 
lection  three,  lines  one  and  4wo^  the  words  ^^  and 
the  armed  fprces  of  the  same:"  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  17,  naya  1,  as  follows ;  . 

Ykai — Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutti, 
Franklin,  Gf^lUrd,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  How-' 
ell,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

NAx-^Mr.  Vamum. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  tl^e 
Presideiit  resumed  the  Chair.,  an(l  Mr.  Andbr- 
SON  reporled  the  bill  with  amendments,  which 
were  considered  in  Senate  and  agreed  to. 

The  amendments,  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bilL  entitled  ''  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  *  Act  aulnorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding eleven  onillio.os  of  dollars;"  and  Mr. 
Yabnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  anj 
no  ataendment  having  been  proposed,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varnum  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  .bill  was 
amended* 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  b^  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  wasideterDained  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  amendin^nt  to  the  bill,  last  jnentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  t)ie  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani* 
mous  consent;  apd  was  further  amended  by  coa- 
sent,  and  i)ass6d  with  amendments. 

On  motioi^,  by  ^r.  Varndm,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  }5th  Jaae,  the  memo- 
rial of  Charles, W.  Goldsborough  and  others,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
aod  it  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mond%y  in  No- 
vember next. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  a  sub- 
scription for  the  old  six  p^r  cent.,  and  deferred 
stooks,  and  providing  for  an  exchange  of  the 
same/'- was  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  no  aanendment  baving  been  prpr 
posed,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  la«t  mentioned  was  r«ad  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,'and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commtuee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ^tnakiog  further 
provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutes^and 
for  other  purposes,"  and  Mr.  FaANXLiif  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Chair;  and,  on  rootion,  br 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  was  amended. 

The  P&eside^t  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr. 
Franklin  reported  the  bill  with  an  annendment. 

On  the  question  (Co  agree  to  the  amendmeot 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  wit:  '^to 
strike  out  the  first  section,"  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  11.  nays  11.  as  follows: 

YxAS^Messrs.  Crawford,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodridi, 
Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd}  Pope,  Smith  pf  Maryland,.  Tait, 
and  Taylor. 

Nats'— -Messrs.'  Andeiaon,  fiil>b  Brent,  Caxnpbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Ciltts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  How- 
ell, Spith'  of  New  York,  and  Vamnm. 

And  no  further  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
'  The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  an4  passed — yeas  12;nay6  10,  as 
follows: 

fxAS — ^Meesn.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  CampbeU  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Howell,  Robin* 
son,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Crawford,  Giles,  Oilman,  Goodrich* 
Horsey,  Leib,  Lbyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Taylor. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  th6  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong, 
late  Minister  of  the  United  .States  at  the  Court 
of  France,  upon  the  Treasury  of  the.  United 
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States;^  and  Mr.  Anasrson  wu  requested  to 
oke  the  Cjiair ;  and  no  amendoieat  having  been 
proposed,  tbfi  President  reeumed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  AfinKBsoM  reported  the  biJi  ^without  «itfend- 
meot,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  biU  was  then  r^d.a  third  time^  by  unani- 
mons  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  bj  Mr.  Tatlor,  the  comoiittee  to 
whom  was  referred  ihe  joint  resolution  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  Uniieui  States  to  cause 
an  accurate  census  of  the  inbablr^nts  of  the  .Mis- 
sissippi Territory  to  be  taJ^h,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  it  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 

On  motion,  hj  Mr.  TAVLoa,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  in.addition  to  the  act, 
entitled  *'Ap  act  supplemvntatf  to  theaist,  entitled 
'An  act  eoDceriung  the  «9mtt«rciai  intcrconrse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.and 
France,  and  their  dependencies^ ,  and-  for  pther 
fjurposes,  were  disohai^ed  from  the  further  con-^ 
tideraiioa  theieo^  and  it  waspoftponed  to  the  first 
Mondaf  in  Nerember  neit<-  . 

The  PRBsmmiT  oooiiiuinicnted  «  leltec  from 
Cokmel  Alenandcr  iBmyib,  transmitting  to  the 
Senate  the  first  eopj  of  an  edition  of  ^Regnla- 
tioos  for  the  field  exeroise,  nane&uTres,  and  eon- 
daoc,  of  the  Infantry  ^  the  United  Btaie»;"  and 
the  letter  was  read. 

Six  o^dock  inJhe  Epmuiff* 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
miuee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
bare  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  tW 
appointment  ota  joint  oommittee  to  wait  on  the; 
Pres^ent  af  the  United  States,  and  notify  him 
of  the  intended  recess,  and  Mwcurfed  therein, 
and  Messrs.  RoaifcnoH  and  ANnnASOH  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  the  pari  of  the  Senate.. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Peisioemt  or  the  Unitbo  States  : 
To  ^  SenaU  of  ihe  United  SUdet: 

I  tEimiaU  to  the  Siinate  copies  and  eztraits  of  doc- 
oments  ia  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State, 
&Iliog  within  the  purview  of  their  jeaolution  of  the 
foorth  instant,  on  the  subject  of  British  impressments 
^m  American  vessels*  The  information,  though  vo- 
lominoos,  might  hsve  been  enlarged  with  more  time 
for  research  and  preparation.  In  some  instances  ft 
might,  at  the  same  time,  have  been  abridged,  but  for 
the  difficulty  of  separating  the  matter  extraneous  to 
tbe  immediate  object  of  the  resolution. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

JvLT  6, 1812. 

The  Message  and  docomentt  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  tbe  use  of  tbe  Senate. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
isbed  the  business  before  (hem,  are  about  to  ad- 
journ. 

IdthCoN.  IStSESS.— 11 


Mr.  Robin aoN;  from  the  eommittee,  reported 
t^at  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  Uni» 
ted  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no  fur- 
ther communications  to  male  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress. 

Orderrdi  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  Houses 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
ished the  l^islative  business  before  them,  are 
abottt  to  adjourn.  - 

Agreeably  to  the  joint  teadation,  the  Prbsi- 
DflHT  then  adjourned  the  Senate,  to  meet  on  the 
first  Monday  ia  November  nexu 


EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGS. 

Satdroay,  June  3b,  1812. 

A  mesage  from  the  Honae  of  RepresentativeSy 
by  Mr.  Harpbr.  and  Mr.  Fisk.  two  of  their  mem- 
beira-'^Mr.  HARPba,  chainaan:  ^ 

Mr,  President :  Th^  Hduse  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  "resolution  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  issue  a  proclamatioti 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  American  Con- 
tinental Provinces,^  in  which  they  request  this 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  readj  as  follows : 

Re9olndby  the  Senmtt  and  Houee  of  Repruenim* 
iivee  of  the  United  Stated  pf  jimerieoj  m  Vongrue 
oisemiUd,  That  in  case  it  shall  be  deemed  neceesaqr> 
in  order  to  vindicate  the  just  rights,  or  to  secure  w 
safety  of  the  United  States,  to  invade  the  provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  Nova  8cotia,and  New  Bruns- 
widc,  or  either  of  them,  ihe  President  of  the  United 
States  be  and  he  hereby  k  authorized  and  empowereil 
\o  lesne  #  pfoctaattlkm,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of 
sa^  pvovine^  assuring  thees,  in  Ae  name  of  the  peo- 
ple ef  these  States,  that  in  case  the  said  provinces,  or 
any  of  them,  shall  come  into  the  possession  of  this 
Government,  the  inhahitets  of  sack  province  or  po- 
vinees  sfafUI  be  secured  and  protected  in  the  fkll  e^joy* 
meat  of  their  UfM^  libefiy»  pfOpsrty,  and  veligibn,  m 
as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  same  are  secured  to 
the  people  of  ^he  United  States  by  theb  constttutioaa ; 
and  that  the  said  proclamation  be  promulgated  and 
circulated,  in  the  manner  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  shall  be  best  calculated  to  give  it  general 
publicity.  ^  . 

Ordetydf  That  the  resolution  pass  to  a  second 
reading.' 

Monday,  June  22. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, "  authoriziug  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  British  American  Continental  Provinces," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  AnoRrson,  SutTH,  of 
Maryland,  Smith,  of  New  York,  Dana,  and  Var- 
NCM,  be  the  committee. 


323 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


324 


Exeaaive  Proceedftifft. 


Wednesday,  June  24. 
The  following  confidential  Message  was  receiv- 
ed from  the  Pabsident  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  i^aies : 

I  truflmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Seereta^  of 
War,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  10th  inst 
JAMES  MADISON. 
JuFZ  23, 1812. 

The  Message  and  report  were  rea^. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  t^e  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resointion  from  the^  House  of 
Representatives,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  British  American  Continental 
Provinces,  repotted  it  without  amendment. 


Thjdr^dat,  June  25. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, authorizing  the  Preddenjt  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to.  the  inbabitaBts 
of  the  British  American  Continental  Provinces, 
was  resumed  as  in  Committee,  of  the  Whole ; 
and  Mr«  GLaillaed  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair.  And,  after  debate,  the  President  resum- 
ed the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Gaim^ard  reported,  that  the 
Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  do  not 
concur  in  the  resolution;  and,  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  question  be  takenby  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  recommit  the 
original  resolntion  for  the  purpose  of  amendment, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  tq  agree  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  passed  in  the  affihna- 
five — yeas  18,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

TsAs^Messrs.  bayard,. Bradley,  ^Bfoat,  Condit, 
^  Dana,  Frankliff;  OilesrGaman,*t)roodrich,*<}regg*^fiin- 
ter,liambert,i;eib,  -Lloyd, ^ope,*EeedrSmithof  Ma- 
ryland, and  "Smith  of  New  fork. 

Nats — Messrs.  \VndersoB,^  Bibb,  ^Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee,^  Crav^ord,'€atts,  t3aiUa»d,  "HoweU,  ^bkispn, 
*Tait,  Taylor,  Tainer,SramttDi,  and'Worthington. 

So  it  was  Besolved^  That  the  Senate  da  not 
concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 


Fridat,  June  26. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Shith,  of  Maryland,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  to  consist  of  two  members, 
to  notify  the  House  ^  Representatives  that  the 
Senate  do  not  concur  id  the  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  issue  a 
proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  British 
American  Continental  Provinces ;  and  Mr.  Smith 
of  Maryland,  andMr.  Varnum,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  Messrs.  Mitchill  and  Hall,  two  of  their 
members : 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  coan* 


t|ry  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi}  Territory  and 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for  oth«r  purposes,** 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  the  bill  l>e  considered  confiden- 
tially. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  asJollows: 
"An  Act  authorizing  the  President  to  iAe  possession 

of  a  tract  of  country  Iving  sonth  of  the  Mississippi 

Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other 

purposes. 

**Beii  enacted  ^  the  Senate  and  Hbuie  qfR^prt- 
eentatives  of  the  United  States  tf  America  in  vm» 
gress  asaembledf  That  the  President  be  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized  to  occupy  and  hold,  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  East  Florida,  inolnding  Amelia  Island,  and 
also  those  parts  of  West  Florida  which  are  not  now  in 
possession  and  under  4lie  jur^idiction  of  the  United 
States. 

«« Sac.  2.  And  be  it  fiirthet  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  cff  oc^ying  and  holding  the  country  afote- 
ssid,  and  of  afiordi^g  protection  to  the  •  inhalants, 
under  the  authority  of  die  United  Stotes,  the  ProMdent 
aay>  employ  such  parts  of  the  pailitary  and  naral  force 
of  the  United  States  as  be  may  deem  necessary. 

•<SaG.  3.  And  be  it  furtHer^  enacted.  That,  for  de- 
fraying (he  necessary  expenses,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  are  hereby  appropriated^  to  be  paid  out  of  anv 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
and  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  under  the 
dire<^n  of  the  President. 

**  Sxc  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  untU 
further  provision  shall  be  made  by  Congress,  the  Pres- 
ident shall  be  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  establish 
within  the  country  he  may  acquire  by  this  act,  a  tem- 
porary government,  the  civil  and  military  authoritief 
of  which  shall  be  vested  in  such  person  and  persons  sn 
he  may  appoint,  and  bo  ezerdsed  in  such  maimer  as  he 
may  direct :  Provided,  That  he  shall  take  due  csre 
for  the  preservation  ot  social  order,  and  for  securing  to 
the  inhabitants  |he  enjoyment  of  their  personal  r^ts, 
their  religion,  and  their  property  x  Anapromded,  alee, 
That  the  sectkm  of  country  herein  designated,  that  is 
situated  to  the  Eastward  of  the  river  Perdido,  may  be 
the  subject  of  further  negotiation." 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


SatubdaTi  Jane  27. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatires, 
entitled  ^An  act  authorising  the  President  to  take 
possession  of  .a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Tait,  Bbadley,  QiLas, 
Batard,  and  Bibb,  be  the  committee. 


TuESDAT,  June  30. 
Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the  President 
to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying 
south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  Sute 
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of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  reported  the 
bill  without  amend  meat. 


Wbdnebdat,  Juijr  1. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marylaod,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for- consideration  : 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before 
die  Senate,  in  confidence,  returns  of  the  tolunteers 
who  may  have  f>fiered  their  services  under  the  act  for 
raiaiiig  fifty  thousand  Tolunteers,  particularizing  the 
States  in  which  the  Tolonteers  reside. 

Mr.  Gaillaro  was  requested'to  take  the  Chair ; 
and  the  biU  from  the  House  of  Representatives; 
entitled  'An  act  authorising  the  President  to  take 
possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  Stateof  Gkorgia, 
and  for  other  pnrpc^,"  was  resumed,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the 
instructions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  the  subject,  communicated  by"  the  committee 
to  whom  the  said  bill  was  referred,  were  read ; 
and  a  motion  for  amendment  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Crawfoed  ;  and,  after  debate,  on  motibn.  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


ThdrsdaT)  July  2. , 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  bill,  en- 
titled "4^  act  authorizing:  the  President  to  take 
Sssession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the 
ississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  resumed,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  Mr. 
Gaili^rd  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Crawford,  he  was  permit- 
ted to  amend  hi&  motion,  made  yesterday.)  as  fol-" 
lows: 

*^And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  United 
States*  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  war  against 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,, 
siumld  obtain  poasessien  of*  the  British  ^nrorinces  in 
North  America,  or  either  of  them,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  js  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  establish  within  the  same  a  temporary 
government ;  and  the  military,  ciTiU  and  judicial  pow- 
ers thereof  diall  be  ▼ested  in  such  person  and  persons, 
and  be  exercised  in  such  manner  aa  he  mmj  directt  for 
the  protection  and  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants  of 
sseh  pvovinoe  or  prorinces,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  pnmerty,  liberty,  and  reKgioa :  Proviaedt  That 
the  pnnaples  upon  which  such  temporary  gOTernmei;it 
shall  be  established,  shall  form  no  obstacle  to  the  resto- 
ration of  peace  between  the  two  nations." 

And,  on  motion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  it 
was  determined  in  the  aflirmafive-— yeas  20,  nays 
10, as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  A^nderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robin- 
son, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,and  Woithington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  German,  Oilman,  Goodrich^ 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Smith  of  New  York. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  to  amend  the  bill  as 
follows: 


«  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  thii  act  be  not 
printed  or  published,  unless  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Statea ;  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirn^ative^yeas  23,  nays 
7,  as  follows :        ■  / 

YsAs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Brent,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford* 
Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope, 
Robibson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  and  ^orthington. 

Nats — Messra.  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horaey, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  and  Lloyd. 

The  PRE8I0EHT  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr. 
Gaillard  reported  the  bill,  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading,  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — feks  15,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.^  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  GaHlard,  Howell,  Leib, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  and  WorUk- 
inaton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  FrankUn,  German, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 


Friday,  July  3. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  President  to  ta^e  possession  or  a 
tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi 
Tetriiory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  tor 
other  purposes,"  were  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  to  postpone  the 
further  consiaeration  thereof  to  the  first  Monday 
in  November  next;  it  wa^  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  14,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Yais — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  H<Nrsey,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  South  of  New 
York. 

YxAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yar- 
num,  and  Worthiiigton.    • 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  14, 
nays  16,  as  follows : 

if  xAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum*  Worthington. 

Nats — ^Mesns.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German. 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Smith  of  New  York. 

So  it  was  Retolved,  That  the  Senate  do  not 
concur  in  the  said  bill. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
sist of  two  inembers,  tp  notify  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith,  of  Marylandj  ani 
Bir.  Lbib,  be  the  committee. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OF  TSB 


HOUSE  OF  REPRB8BNTATIVBS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THB  FIKfirr  aSSSION  0P>  TH£  TWELrfH  GONGIffiSS,  BEGUN  At  THE  CITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  NOVEMBER  4,  1811. 


Monday,  Not  ember  4, 181L 
Thtt  betnii^.  the  day  amwiiited  by  a  ptoelaqaa« 
tion  of  the  Presidtot  of  the  United  States,  of  Che 
tw«ntf-lbiirtlr  day  of  July  laat,  M  the  meetiDf 
of  CoDgress,  the  followinf  triombers  of  the  Hoikmi 
#f  RemteDtatiYos  appamd,  j^odvood  their  cre- 
dentials, and  took  thdr  eoatt,  to  wit: 

Ftmm  19^  AmjMJWfe-^oeith  Mk^kti,  Bamnei 
BiaeiBoor,  Obtd  HttU,  Jehvi  A.  Harper,  and  Ctooi^e 

IVofM  Mtmackutett9>^EMki4  Beeon,  Abijah  Btge- 
low,  Elijth  Brigham,  WiUiam.Bly*  Mfih  L  Green, 
JttUb.  Qninejr,  WiUkm  Reod,  Bbeneser  Sbater,  Srai* 
oel  T^iggait;  Feleg  TaUttan,  Charl^  Tomer,  junior, 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leohaid  White. 

From  Rhode  ^/Som^Richard  Jackson,  juttiob 


jFVom  ComueHaU — Epiaiiiroditua  Champioiir'ohn'^  ^S*^' 


Davenport,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Jonathan  0.  Moaeley, 


MiaTaUinadge 

Ftom  Feri7U)fi#~Martin  Chittenden,  Jamea  TSJk, 
Samuel  Shaw,  and  Williaipi  Strong.  ^    -- 

From  New  York — ^Daniel  Atcry,  Harmanus  Bleeeker,  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^ 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  James  Xmott,  Asa  ^itch,  lliomas  iirh^rAiinnn 
R.  Gold,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livtogsjton,  Anfflah  MetcaKir  "^UrCi^l' 
Samn^  L.  MitcKUL  Bei^amin  ^^d,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Ebenezer  Sm,  Thomas  Sammons,  Silas  Stow,  Uri 
Trag^  and  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior. 

From  New  Jerrej^— Adam  Boyd,  Lewis  Condit, 
Jacob  HofW,  James  Morgan,  and'Thomas  Newbold. 

From  Penneyhania — William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
William  Findley,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Aaron  Lyle,  James  Milnor,  William  Piper,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Adam  Seybeit,  iofm  Smihe, 
George  Smith,  and  Robert  Whitehifl. 

From  Ddbtoore—- Heniy  M.  Ridgely. 

From  Maryland — Stevenson  Areher,  Joseph  Kent, 
Peter  Little,  Alexander  IfcKim,  Samuel  Ringgold,  and 
Robert  WiijB^t. 

From  Vtr^mia— Burwell  Bassett,  James  Brecken- 
flidge,  WUliam  A.  Burwell,  Matthew  Ckv,  John  Daw- 
aon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  A^lett  Hawes,  John  P.  Hun- 
gerford,  Joseph  Lewis,  jumor,  William  McCoy,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  James  Pleasants,  junior, 
John  Randolph,  John  Roane,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John 
-Smith,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


Frojfn  North  Caro&no— Willis  Alston,  WUliaai 
Blackledge,  ThomM  Blount,  WUliam  R.  King,  Na- 
thaniel Mabon,  Joseph  Peatsoi^  hmel  PiokMM,  tad 
Richard  Stanford. 

From  South  CVfrolma— .WilUaai  Butler,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Elias  Earle,  William  Lowndes,  Thomas  Moore, 
and  David  R.  Williams. 

From  Gas^ui— William  W.  Bibb,  Howell  gobb* 
Boiling  Han,  and  beorge  M.  Troup. 

•  From  Kentueky-^Renty  Clay,  Joseph  Desha,  Rich- 
ard Mt  Johnfon,  Samtiei  McKee,  Anthony  New,  and 
Stephen  Orttsby.  ; 

From  Tenneuee — Felix  Grundy,  and  John  Rhea^ 

From  (Mu^^eremiah  Morro#.*-" 

Fhm  HBeneeippi  '7Vm/0fy--George  Poindexter, 
Delegate.  ■■     > 

From  Hduma  Tbri^tfrjf— Jonathan  Jennings,  Dd- 


And  a  qoonim,  eonsisting  of  a  majority  of  the 


TtaBod&y^Udn,janior,  Lewis  B.Starges,  and  Benja^  whole  number  of  members,  being  present,  the 
#n.ii     J  H^e  proceeded,  by  bailo^  to  the  choice  of  a 

Sp^ker ;  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it  ap- 
peared, that  Henry  Clay,  one  of  the  Representa* 
tives  fortbe  State  of  KcQiucky,  wa^  duly  elected ; 
"Thereupon, 

Mr.  CtAT  was  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  chair, 
and  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  ad- 
ministering certain  oaths,''  was  administered  to 
him  by  Mr.  Findlet^  one  of  the  members  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania ;  after  which,  he  made  his 
acknowledgments  to  the  House,  in  the  following 
words :  > 

<*  CrtiTTLxitsK :  In  coming  to  the  station  which  you 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  assign  me— an  honor  for 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks — ^I  obey 
rather  your  commands  than  my  own  indMnation.  I  am 
sensible  of  the  imperfections  whidi  I  bring  along  with 
me,  and  a  consciousness  of  these  would  deter  me  from 
attempting  a  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Chsir,  did 
I  not  rely,  confidently;  upon  your  generous  support. 

I^urald  the  rare  and  delicate  occamon  present  itself, 
when  your  Speaker  shall  be  called  upon  to  check  or 
control  the  wanderings  or  intemjporance  in  debate,  your 
justice  will  I  hope,  ascribe  to  his  interposition  the  mo- 
tives only  of  puUk  good  and  a  regaid  to  the  dignity 
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of  the  House.  And  in  all  instance!,  be  assured,  gen- 
tlemen, that  I  shall,  with  in^nite  pleasure,  afford  every 
hdliij  in  my  power  to  the  despatch  of  public  business, 
in  the  most  agreeable  manner." 

The  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Consti- 
tatioD  of  the  United  States  was  then  administei^- 
ed,  by  the  Speaker,  to  all  the  other  members 
present. 

George  PoiNDExTER,and  Jonathan  Jennings, 
having  aiso  appeared,  and  prodqeed  th^  ereden^ 
tials  as  the  delegates  from  the  Mississippi  and  In- 
diana Territories  of  the  United  States,  the  oath 
was  administered  to  them  by  the  Speaker. 

The  House'  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  c^hoice 
of  a  Clerk,  and,  upon  examining  th^  ballots,  it 
appeared  that  Patrick  Magrdder  was  duly 
elected,  and  the  oath,  together  with  the  oath  of 
office,  administered  by  the  Speaker  to  the  Clerk. 

Thomas  DuNif  was  then  re-elected  Segeant-at- 
Arms,  and  Thomas  Claxton  Doorkeeper,  with- 
out opposition.  Benjamin  Burch  was  also  cho- 
sen Assistant  Doork^per. 

The  usual  messages  were  interchanged  with 
the  Setaate  on  the  subjeet  of  their  bein^  formed 
aDd  ready  to  proceed  to  business.   * 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  and  Mr.  Pitkin  were  a|lpointed 
a  committee  on, the  part  of  the  HoQfee,  jointly 
with  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  feady  to  receiFe  any 
communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
tl^em. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL.  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 

S>inted  to  wait  on  the, President  of  the  United 
tates,  reported  that  the  committee  had  performed 
the  service  assigned  to  them,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent answered,  that  be  would  inake  a  commani- 
cation  to  Confess  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'cio<ik. 

Ti7B«nAY,  November  5.' 

Several  other  niembers,  to  wit :  Abner  Laoock, 
from  Pennsylvania ;  John  Baker,  from  Virginia ; 
and  Richard  Winn  from  South  Carolina^  Ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified, 
and  tool  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  was  directed  to  procure  newpapers  frotn 
any  number  of  offices  that  the  members  may 
elect,  provided,  that  tbe  expense  do  not  exceed 
the  amount  of  three  (^aily  papers. 

A  Message  was  received  trom  the  President  of 
THE  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secretary, 
who  delivered  the  ^me  and  withdrew.  [For 
which  see  Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,  ante 
page  11.] 

The  Message  having  been  read,  and  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it  in  part,  an  adjournment 
was  called  for,  and  carried. 

Wbdhbbdat,  November  6. 
Two  other  members^  to  wit:  Mesh  ack  Frank- 
lin, from  North  Carohna,  and  John  C.  Calhoun, 
from  South  Carolina,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  toox  their  seats. 


The  reading  of  the  documents  accompanying 
the  Message  ef  the  President  of  the  Upited 
States  was  resumed,  and  being  completed,  the 
Message  and  documents  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  five  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 


Tb^rbdat,  November  7. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Lembbl  Sawyer, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced  his  ere* 
den  tials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  m6tioB  was  inade  by  Mr.  MflTCHiLL^tbat  the 
House  do  npw  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the 
several  standing  committee9,  pursuant  to  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Honse. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  motion  was 
called  fdr  by  Mr.  Burwell,  so  as  to  take  the 
question  separatelyjOn.the.  appointment  of  the 
Committee  of  Eleciione.  Apd  the  Question  on 
the  appointment  of  (be  Committee  of  Elections 
beihg  taken,  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FiNDLET,  Mr..  Macon,  Mr.  STUkaEB,  Mr. 
l*RoiTP,  Mr.  Plbabantb,  Mt*  £^ott,  and  Mr. 
FiBK,  werethen  appmnted  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Di^WBON,.the  residue^ the 
motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  B^RW^L  presented  ^  petition  of  John 
Taiia^rra  complaining  of  the  undue  election 
and  illegal  return  of  John  P.  Hunoerford,  to 
serve  as  one  of  the  Rjepresentatives  for  the  State 
of  Virginia2^aiKl  praying  that  investigation  of  the 
said  dectien  may  tale  place^  and  that  such  deci- 
sion may  he  had  thereon  as  m  the  wisdom  of  the 
House  may  appear  proper.— Referred  to  the  Cooi' 
mittcf  of  Elections. 

Friday,  November  8. , 

Another  member,  to  wit :  John  SEvtER,  from 
Tennessee,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualined,  and  took  his  seat. 

'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  presented 
the  twentjr-first  of  January  last,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  pre- 
sented the  6th  of  January,  1810,  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lylb,  and  Mr.  Jaokson,  were 
appointed  thie  committee. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmiuing  two  letters  to  the 
Pepartment  of  State,  one  from  the  present  Plea* 
ipotentiary  of  France,  the  other  from  his  prede- 
cessor, which  wer6  not  included  among  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  Message  of  the  id^ 
instant,  tbe  translation  of  them  being  not  then 
completed.  The  Message  and  documents  were 
read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  five  (^^^ 
sand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  (he  use  of 
the  members. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bacon,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution :. 
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Jtesohetiy  That  tiie  Goainittee  of  Claims  be  in- 
stractad  to  inquira  into  the  expadiencj  of  repeali^  or 
aBspaii<ling  the  oparatioa  of  the  several  adM  of  limita- 
tkm,  ao  far  as  they  now  operafee  to  bar  the  payment  of 
the  following  description  of  claims  against  the  United 
States,  to  wit  -^  First,  loan  offioe  oertifieatea.  Second, 
indents  for  interest  on  the  public  debt.  Third,  final 
settlement  certificates.  Fourth,  commissioners'  cer- 
tificates. FiAh,  army  certi^cates.  Sixth,  credits  given 
ill  Hen  of  army  certificates  cancelled.  Seventh,  credits 
fi>r  the  pay  of  the  Army  for  which  no  certificates  were 
iasned.  Eighth,  invalid  pensions.  Ninth,  lost  or  de^ 
strayed  certificates. 

The  resolution  was  read,«nd  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVfiNPOtiTj  it  was  re- 
solved, that  two  Chaplains,  of  difierent  d^nomin^ 
at  1005,  be  appointed  to  Congress  for  the  present 
session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  inter- 
change weekly. 

Mr.  Reed  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Dean,  of  Salem,  merchant,  praying  permission  to 
import  from  Great.  Britai^n  Sundry  ^oods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  the  property  of  the  petitioner, 
which  had  been  Ordered  by  him  previous' to  the 
passage  of  the  oon  imporiaiioo  act  of  the  second 
of  March  laat.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  HoD8)e  proceeded  to  coonder  the  motion 
of  Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  of  yesterday,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  thesereril  standing  commiuees  of  the 
House,  and  mgreed  thereto ;  whereupon  the  fol- 
k>winf  committees  were  appointed. 

Committee  <3f  Wofi  and  Ahdns^Mf.  Bkfxofij 
Mr.  CBEyvs,  Mr.  Smilib,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Bvr* 
WBLt«,  Mr.  Jo.HNsoif,  and  Mr.  PifKiN. 

Convmittee  of  Chmmeree  and  Manufactures^ 
Mr.  NBwfoif,  Mr.'LoWNDcs,  Mr.  Mitohill,  I^r. 
McKiM,  Mr.  Tallmadqb,  Mr.  Sbybbrt,  and  Mr. 
Tallman. 

Commiitee  of  Claim$-^tAr.  BASfiTBTT,  Mr,  Bdt- 
LBR,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  MbsELEY,  Mr. , 
Staneord.  and  Mr.  Abc^br. 

Committee  on  ike  Public  Landg^iAr.  Moftr 
Row.  Mr.  McKbb,  Mr.  Gold^  Mr.  Brbgkbnridob, 
Mr.  Blacclbdoe,  Mr.  Botd,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Peonaylvanla^ 

Committee  for  the  District  of  CWwrnWa— Mr. 
Lewis,  Mr.  Rinooold,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Pearson, 
Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Stow,  and  Mr.  OnitfmBY. 

Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roade— 
Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Portbr,  Mr.  LtLE,  Mr.  Dins* 
ii00B,Mr.  Taooart,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  Law,  Mr. 
Chittenden,  Mr.  HufTy,  Mr.  Ridoely,  Mr. 
Kbnt,  Mr.  SHEfPEY,  Mr.' Kino,  Mr.  Earlb,  Mr. 
Mall,  of  Georgia,  Mr.  I>E8rBA,  and  Mr.  Morrow. 

Committee  of  JRemeal  ana  Unfinished  Busi- 
ness— Mr.  Sbybbrt,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Ely. 

Committee  of  AecountS'-^Mr,  Tornbr,  Mr. 
Blount,  and  Mr.  Little. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  apportionment 
of  Representatiyes  airoong  the  seYftal  States,  ae* 
eordiog  to  the  third  enumeration. 

Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Qrondy 


Mr.  Hall,  of  New  Hampshire^  Mr.  CIuinoy,  Mr^ 
Potter,  Mr.  Moseley,  Mr., Strong,  Mr.  Por- 
ter, Mr.  CoNniT,  Mr,  Milnor,  Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  J^DQfiLBY^  Mr.  Alston,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Mor- 
row, and  Mr.  McKbe,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 


Monday,  November  11. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  William 
WiDGERY,  from  Massachusetts :  George  C.  Max- 
well, from  New  Jersey  ',  and  Philip  B.  Key,  and 
Philip  Stuart,  from  Maryland ;  appeared,  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Seybbrt  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
mercUapts  of  Philadelphia,  praying  permission  to 
import;  from  Gre^t  Britain,  sundry  hardwares,  the 
property  of  the  petitioners  which  were  ordered 
previous  to  the  passage  of  thcDon  importation  act 
of  the  second  of  March  last.    " 

Mr.  MiTCRiLL  presented  a  petition  from  sandr/ 
merchants  in  the  city  of  New  Tork,  to  the  same 
effect  with  the  petition  last  stated. 

Mr.  Pitkin  presented  a  petition  of  Dwight 
Woolsey  end  Compaay,  and  William  W.  Wool- 
sey  and  Company,  merchants,  of  New  Haven,  ih 
Gonneeti^ot,  to  the  same  effect  wi(h  the  foregoior. 

Mr.  QutNCY  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel  R. 
MilUr  and  C/ompany,  merchants,  of  Boston,  also 
to  the  sanae  effect'  with  the  foregoing. 

Orderedj  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commei^e  ana 
MaQofactured. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Committee  on  Pott 
Offices  and  Pom  Roads  werie  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  authorizing  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  to  frknk  the  President's 
Message  and  accompanying  documents,  transmit- 
ted to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  notwithstanding  the  same  majr 
wmh  nsore  than  two  ounces. 
'  The  Hc^ise  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutioa 
submitted^bjr  Mr.  Bacon,  on  the  eighth  instant ;  and 
it  wiia  coiictU'red  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Widgbry,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  terra  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  Sfates 
for  the  District  of  Maine,  from  the  first  to  the 
second  Tuesday  in  September;  with  leave  to  i^o- 
port  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WiDGERY,  Mr.  Harper,  and  Mr.  Stur- 
gbs,  were  «i^poioted  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Comcpittee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Heads,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
transportation  of  certain  documents,  free  of  post- 
age ;  which  was  read  twice,  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day ; 
which  was  subsequently  done,  and  the  bill  passed. 

Tut:8DAY,  November  12. 

REFERENCE  OF  THE  MESSAGE. 

-  Mr.  Smilie,  after  some  appropriate  prefatory 
observations,  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sute  of  the 
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Union,  ih  order  to  take  into  coosiderMioii  the 
Message  of  the  PresWent  of  the  United  Stales,  at 
the  opening  of  the  session. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  House  aeeotd- 
ingly  went  into  a  Commiltee  of  the  Whole,  wh^n, 

Mr.  SmiLib  submited  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  the  following  resolutions,  viz : 

1.  ReMlvedf  That  »  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  subject  of  our  for^gn  relatioiis, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  measures  of  public 
defence  demanded  by  the  present  crisis,  be  referred  fo 
a  select  committee. 

8.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and  tlue 
provisions  necessaiy  for  the  serrioe  ot  the  ensningyeaiv 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

4.  That  so  much  as  rentes  to  the  evasions  and  hi- 
lections  of  our  commercial  laws,  be  reistred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  aad  Manufaotures. 

6.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  foreign  trading  liosnses, 
an^  to  the  protection  of  manufiictures  and  navigation* 
be  referred  to  the  Committee' of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

6.  That,  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Spanish  American 
Colonies,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  resolutions  Wog  read,  they  were  taken  up 
separately,  and  agreed  to,  wiibout  opposition,  ex- 
cept that  when  the  seeond  was  under  cossidera* 
lion,  Mr.  DAwaoN  expressed  an  opiniom  that  the 
aubjeots  embraced  in  that  resolution  would  b^ 
better  in  the  hands  of  two  Or  tbree  coamittees; 
but  Mr.  Smili£  assigning  as  a  reason  fbr  eommit- 
ling  the  entijre  subject  of  defence  to  oat  eomtnit* 
tee,  that  th^y  would  have  it  in  their  power  to 
take  a  view  of  the  whole  ground,  and  act  accord- 
aoglv,  it  WAS  agreed  to. 

Au  the  resolutions  being  adqptedr- 
Mr.  Smilib  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  resolutioBs  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  opposed  Ur  this  motion.  It 
would  be  readily  eosceived,  he  said)- that  it  is  w 
easy  matter  for  one  who  has  had  an  Goportanity 
of  seeing  the  resolutions  which  form  ^ne  basis  of 
the  proposed  report,  to  take  in,  as  they  are  read  by 
the  Clerk,  the  whole  of  their  scope  knd  bearing. 
He  believed  it  had  been  the  common  practice  to 
refer  the  Speech  of  the  President  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  In  the  committee,  the 
coarse  had  beea  much  the  same  as  that  pursaed  to 
day.  The  different  subjects  on  which  it-treated 
bad  been  referred  either  to  standing  or  select  com- 
mittees. But  it  will  be  remembered,  that  we  are 
assembled  under  circumstances  of  a.  peculiar  na- 
ture. The  Chief  Magistrate  himself  has  given 
information  to  this  House  to  that  effect.  He 
hoped  that  the  Message  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
would  not  be  dissected,  taken  out  of  the  House, 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  committees,  so  as  to  be 
placed  out  of  the  power  of  any  member  of  this 
House  to  express  his  sentiments  on  that  instru- 
ment. This  expression  of  opinion,  said  Mr.  R., 
is  due  to  the  sit  nation  in  which  we  stand.  The 
nation  expects  it  from  us.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  the  subject  would  not  be  foreclosed  in  the 
way  proposed.    The  House  ought,  in  the  first 


place,  to  express  its  opinion  on  the  Message.  He 
had  been  waitipg  until  the  documents  were  prinied 
fi6ran  opportunity  of  thb  kind.  He  hoped  tb« 
committee  would  not  rise  and  report  the  resolu* 
tions,  because  if  you  do,  the  President's  Message 
will  be  taken  out  of  the  House,  and  it  will  not  be 
competent  for  any  gentleman  to  take  up  any  part 
of  it,  so  tiiat  no  opinion  of  the  House  can  betaken 
thereon.  He  would  move  that  the  committee 
rise  and  Ireport  progress.  By  to-morrow^  a|i  op- 
portunity would  be  afforded  of  cooipariog  the 
resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
with  the  Message^  and  of  ascertaining  wh^etber 
they  are  such  as  tney  ought  to  be  ;  and  the  sub- 
ject being  still  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
every  member  would  have  liberty  of  expressing 
bis  opinion  fully  upon  it. 

Mr.  8miub  said,  the  course  which  he  bad  taken 
was  that  which  had  been  invariably  pursued  here- 
tofore. .Whether  it  was  best  or  not,  he  could  not 
tell.  He  did. not  wish  for  sgay  delav.  He  thought 
it  was  high  time  the  Message  of  the  President 
Was  actfd  upon.  When  the  several  committees 
made  their  reports,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
will  h^ve  an  opportunity  o(  making  such  strie- 
tures  upon  the  Message  as  he  may  judge  proper  ; 
or,  as  the  subject  is  now  before  the  Committee, 
if  the  gentleman  chooses,  he  may  no^  make  them. 
He  hoped  the  business  would  not  be  postponed, 
but  that  the  quiesttoo  on  the  Committee's  rising 
and  reporting  the  resolutions  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Rahdou^b  was  not  ready  for  thequestian. 
The  Dsemof  y  of  the  worthy  gentteman  from  Pena- 
sy  Ivania,  said  he,  is  not  very  ^ood.  It  is  not  tolM 
wondered  at.  Age  brings  with  it  experioBee  and 
many  yaiuabie  qualiiiea^  but  it  does  not  improTt 
the  memory.  He  himself  felt  the  effects  of  it, 
aad  much  move  toay  the  gentleman  from  Pean- 
sylvania  feet  them.  Mr.  R.  did  not  believe  that 
toe  course  now  proposed  to  be  taken  witb  the 
Message,' is  the  same  which  has  been  always  put* 
suedf^  He  recollected  that  when  he,  had  nrst  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  House,  the  Message  of  the 
President  was  brought  in  a  mass  before  im  House, 
to  be  fully  and  fairly  debated.  The  gentleman 
must  pardon  him  for  contradicting  him  in  a  mat- 
ter of  fact.  But,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  woold  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  by  what  magie  of 
other  power,  he  has  been  able  to  dive. into  my 
bosom  to  know  that  I  mean  to  make  strictures 
on  the  Message  of  the  President  7  The  gentle- 
man goes  on  to  state,  that  if  I  have  anv  such 
obiervations  to  make,  this  is  the  accepteu  hour. 
Why  this,  any  more  toan  any  other  hour  in  this 
weei(?  Why  do  ^ntlemen,  just  when  they  bare 
got  into  a  Committee  on  the  Message,  show  sock 
an  aguish  trepidation  to  get  out  of  it?  Is  tbe 
Message  of  s6  little  importance  that  they  will  not 
give  it  attention  ?  They  will  not  say  so.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says  that  when 
these  committees  report,  every  gentleman  wi^i 
have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  opinion  on 
the  several  parts  into  which  it  is  dissected.  But 
the  gentleman  must  know,  that  even  in  phya«cs, 
much  less  in  politics,  all  the  parts  are  not  always 
equal  to  the  whole  j  that  however  true  it  may  be 
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m  mathematics  that  aH  the  psrtst  are  equai  fo  the 
whole,  ft  is  not  so  iti  politics.  Sappose,  said  Mr. 
R.,  one  of  these  committees  reports,  and  the  report 
eomes  lioder  consideration— members  would  be 
excluded  from  touching  u))on  the  other  parts  of 
the  Message.  If  this  course  be  pursued,  I  give 
TOtt  warDing  that  if  some  gentleman  of  ihia 
House,  who  has  not  sigiied  the  thirty-nine  artt- 
elea,  shall  rise  to  laake  his  ob^rrations,and  shall 
Botice  any  part  of  the  Mtsaage  not  beibre  the 
House,  he  will  he  called  to  order,  and  infbnned 
that  that  part  of  the  Message  is  yet  sleeping  with 
a  select  conamittee*  But  the  geotieman  says,  why 
not  now  go  iiito  the  ^scussioa? — when  it  is 
known  the  docnments  are  with  the  punters,  and 
lM>t  within  the  reach  of  theOommitcee.  l*he  tme 
course,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  the  one  which  I  have  sug- 
feeted-*-tt  m  a  course  which  wRl  be  acceptable  to 
the  m^tioQ.  •  WhT,  said  he,  send  out  sndh  reams 
of  extra  Natiotial  Intelligencers  bf  mail,  bdt  to 
inform  the  peophi  If  no  discussion  is  to  take 
place  on  the  Message,  through  what  channel  are 
these  committees  to  receire  the  opinion  of  this 
Housef  Are  they/ to  go  to  work  blindfolded  7 
On  Spanish  relations,  for  instance,  what  member 
possesses  the  faculty  of  looking  into  the  heartland 
of  sayinjg  whsbt  is  the  opinioa  of  this  Bouse  on 
that  subject  1  Would  it  not  be  better,  said  h^  to 
eome  to  some  resolution  whictt  should  be  direc? 
tnry  ta  these  eoopmittees  1  To  act  otherwise,  was 
pattinc  ^  exit  before  the  horse.  This  eonrae 
wonld  avoid  nomniitments  and  ie*«naHnilmenu ; 
be  hoped  if  wonU  therefore  be  taken,  hf  rising 
wmd  remttng  progpress.  '     '  ^ 

Mr.  FI1IIH.BT  said  the  method  w^  proposed  of 
iiepesing  of  the  Messa^  was  the  same  wnieh  had 
been  anted  npon^ver-sitttje  the  commencetnent  of 
the  GoTernment.  Forn}erly,'it  was  the  practice 
fbrthe  Presidtot  to  make  his  address  to  Congress' 
personally,  and  then  i^n  answer  was  to  be  returned. 
This  answer  bhTUght  the  subject  of  the  Message 
before  the  House  incidentally,  and  much  useless 
debate  was  generally  had  upon  it.  But  this  cus- 
toih  was  laid  aside  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  this  un- 
necessary debate  prevented^  The  course  which 
ia  at  present  taken  hae  been  nniform  erer  since, 
and  be  hoped  w'e  should. not  now  depart  from  it, 
axeept  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could  pc^nt 
out  some  better. 

Mr.  doiNOT  said,  it  was  not  his  wish  to  delay 
the  business  before  the  Committee,  but  he  wished 
that  whatever  was  done  flight  be  done  unikr* 
aundingly.  He  wonld  ask  whether  the  resoio- 
tions  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from^  Pennsyl- 
vania covered  the  whole  object  of  the  Messaged 
He  wiehed  to  know  whether  the  afiair  of  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  was  referred  to  any  committee.  He  did 
not  see  aqy  mention  of  Indian  hostilities.  .  Here- 
tofore, there  had  been  a  committee  on  Indian  af'- 
fiitrs.  They  were  neVer  mingled  with  our  for- 
eign relations.  He  thought  with  the  g^ntlemaa 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Dawson)  thai  too  many  sub- 
jects, were  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
defence.  Mr.  €L  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
have  said  anything  on  this  subject ;  bat  he  wished 
for  aueh  a  delay  in  this  proeednte  as  should  girt 


an  opporfitnity  of  examining  tlie  resolutions 
brooght  forward.  He  did  not  thmk  they  embraced 
^11  the  objeets  of  the  Message. 

Mr.  Alston  observed,  that  in  ease  any  srentfe- 
man  had  doubts  whelher  certain  objects  itt  the 
Message  were  embraced  by  the  resolutions,  he 
could  readily  bring  forward  amendments  to  the 
present  resolutions,  or  introduce  new  ones  so  as 
to  attain  his  object.  Mr.  A.  said  it  would  be  re- 
collected, that  in  some  former  years  the  dividing 
of  the  Message  into  too  many  parts  had  created 
some  confusion,  by  making  it  difficult  to  deter- 
mine to  which  committee  certain  parts  of  the 
Message  belonged.  In  (he  present  division,  this 
confusion  hf  presumed  had  beeri avoided.  .At all 
events,  he  tht)ught  it  perfectly  correct  that  the 
several  subjects  in  the  Message  should  be  first 
s^nt  to  s^ect  committees  before  they  were  acted 
upon  by  the  House.  This  was  the  usual  course, 
and  it  appeared  to  him  the  best. 

;Mr.  RANnoLPH  said  he  was  cahed  upon,  by  the 
very  respectable  and  venerable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  to  point  out  a  better  plan  than  that 
which  is  proposed;  to  show  why  this  course, 
which  had  be^n  the  practice^  the  last  ten  years, 
ought  not  to.be  followedy/He  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvaina  if  he  had  ever  known 
this  House  in  Committee  of  thelVhole  on  the 
state  of  the  Unibn  un^^r  similar  circumstances 
with  the  present*^  or  ever  known  when  a  member 
asked  for  discussion  in  this  Committee  that  it  was 
re^ed?  What,  said  he,  would  have  been  the 
^rprise  of  the  Committee  had  he  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  documents  which  accompanied  the 
Message  ?  and  this  he  might  have  d^e,  as  Me  had 
h^rd  them  re^id  but  oikce,  and  then  there  was  so 
much  noise  in  the  House  he  heard  them  imper- 
fectly. This  would  have  necessarily  delayed  the 
bnsiaess,  but  it  was  not  his  wish  to  embarrass  the 
Committee.  The  documents  are  In  the  hands  of 
the  printers ;  of  course  the  Committee  must  have 
risen  and  reported  progress.  This  proposition,  if 
received  with  cdmmon  temper,  must  appear  a 
reasonable  and  proper  one.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
it  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  origtnii  motion  to  rise  and  report  the  reso- 
lotions,  was  carried,  there  being  seventy  two  mem* 
hers  in  favor  of  it. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  RANnoLPB  said  that  he  had  been  informed, 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
that  the  documents  accompanying  the  Message 
had  not  been  referred  to  the  Com  mil  tee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  IC  so,  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Chair,  whether  the  proceedings 
which  had  b^n  had  were  in  order.  The  House 
had  been  In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Message,  and  left  the  documents  behind  them. 
He  did  ttot  think  this  was  the  kind  of  treatment 
to  which-  the  Message  was  entitled.  He  moved 
that  the  report  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to- 
gether with  the  documents;  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  ALSTOif  said,  the  documents  were  not  re- 
ferred, and  for  the  best  reason.    They  are  never 
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taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  l^re  leA 
in  the  House,  and  can  always  be  referred  to,  and 
any  motion  be  founded  upon  them,  which  could 
not  be  done  were  they  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smiub  said  it  was,  perfectly  immaterial  to 
him  which  course  was  taken.  He  had  no  object 
but  the  interest  of  his  constituents.  If  gentlemen 
belieye  they  are  justified  in  protracting  the  pub- 
lic business,  they  will  act  accordingly.  For  his 
part  he  could  not.  He  wished  to  take  up  the 
business  in  a  regular  way,  and  proceed  with  it.  , 

The  Speaker  said,  tbd  Clerk  found,  on  exam- 
iuing  his  minutes,  that  the  document  were  re^ 
ferred  along  with  the  Message. 

Mr^  Ramdolpb  observed,  that  if  the  fact  is,  as' 
the  clerk  had  st«aed  it,  it  ofiers'an  irrefragable 
argument  for  recommitting  the  report,  because 
the  House  had  been  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
without  having  possession  of  these  papers.  If 
the  documentB  were  not  referred,  we  ought  to  -^o 
back  for  the  reasons  before  offered^  but  ff  they 
were,  we  ought  to  go  back  to  get  possession  of  them. 
In  either  case,  we  otight  to  go  back  and  get  right  j 
it  would  be  better  io  torn  back  and  soberly  in- 
quire our  way,  than  to  go  blindly  spurring  on  in 
a  wrong  road. 

Mr.  K.  wished  to  say  one  wprd  in  reply  to  a 
remark  of  the. gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
which,  at  the  time,  he  believed  to  b«  out  of  order. 
He  bad  said,  ^^  if  gentlemen  can  justify  themselves 
in  protracting  the  public  business,  well.  He  had 
no  other  views  than  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents." An  insinuation  that  other  genttemen  have' 
other  views,  and  that  other  gentlemen  can  justify 
themselves  for  pr4>tracting  business.  Mr*  R.  made 
no  professions  of  patriotism  in  that  Houjte.  His 
property  was  in  terra  firma,  and  he  was  born' in 
the  State  which  be  represented,  and  beloved  it 
the  betteic  for  it.  As  to  pcot^acting  the  public 
business,  we  all  know.- said  he,  how  it- is  pro-- 
tracted ;  as  his  friend  i'rom  North  Carolina  nad 
said  the  other  day, "  the  public  business  will  not  be. 
done  until  the  roads  are  good,  in  the  Spring."  He 
hoped,  however,  that  while  the  gentleiqan  from 
Pennsylrania  is  satisfied  as  to  his  own  motives, 
he  will  believe  that  other  gentlemen  have  as  clear 
conciences  as  himself.        < 

Mr.  WiDGBBY  hoped  that  the  House  would 

Eroceed  with  the  public  business,  without  ^y 
ickering  or  personality.  He  hoped  they  were 
met  togetlier,  like  a  band  of  brothers,  to  consider 
and  act  upon  such  measures  as  sball  best  pro- 
mote the  intere&u  of  our  common  country.  He 
thought  the  course  proposed  by  the  genilieman 
from  Pennsylvania  would  be  the  best.  A  discus- 
sion would  come  with  more  propriety  after  the 
severa;l  committees  had  reported.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve, however,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
in  proposing  a  different  course,  wished  to  protract 
the  public  business.  He  no  doubt  thought  the 
discussion  ought  to  take  place  in  the  first  instance. 
It  was  a  mere  difference  of  opinion,  from  which 
no  evil  could  arise.  ^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  for  a  recom- 
mitnaent,  were  as  follows: 


Ykas — ^John  Bakar*  Ab^h  Bigelow,  Jao^M  Brack- 
«nridge,  Elijah  Brighain^  Epaj^codituf  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  William  Ely,  James  Emott;  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  John  P.  Hungerfi>r(ry  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  K.  King,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  0#  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph, 
WilKam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewia 
B.  Siurges,  George^uHivan,  8.amuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
nrin  Tallmadge,  Laban  WheatoA,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson— 89. 

Nits^^Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Stevenson 
Afcher,  I>anie1  AVery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
Josiah  Bartlett,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb, 
William  Blsckledgc,  Thomas  Bionnt,  Adam  Boyd, 
ftobart  Brown,  William  A.  BurweU,  Wilham  Batkr, 
John  O.  Calhoun,  Laagdon  Oheta8,^^atthew  Clay, 
Thomafi  B'*  CooIm,  Lewis  Condit,  William  CrawAwd, 
John  Davenport,  jr., Roger  Davis,  John  Dawsom*  Joseph 
Dosha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor^  Elias  Earle,  Wittiam  Find* 
ley,  James  Fisk,  liteshack  Franklin,  Peterson  Goad- 
wyn,  Isaiah  I^  Gre^,  Fehx  GcuncW,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Ilawes,  Jacob  HuHy^ 
John  J4.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefevcr,  peter  Little,  William 
^wndes,  Aaro^  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  GeOrge  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Wilham  McCoy,  Samuet 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,.  Bamuel 
L.  Mitchill,  Jamea  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Nawbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Orrasby, '  Isirael  Pfckend,  WilKam 
Piper>  James  PleaaanU,  ji!.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B* 
Porter,  Jahn  Rhea,  John  Roane^  Jonathan  Roberta^ 
Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  ^baneaer  Beaver^ 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samn^  8haw,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  WUltam  Sirong,  Peleg 
TaUman,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tur- 
ner,jr«  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  Whitahill, 
David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Wright— 92. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port.' 

Mr.  R4NDPLPB  moved  to  postpone  the  furthec 
consideration  of  the  report  till  tomorrow,  in  or- 
der that  it  might  be  printed. 

Mr.  Maoon  wished  some  such  motion  to  pre- 
vail* He  had  intended  to  move  tliat  it  lie  dn  the 
table  till  to-morrow.  [Mr.  Randolph  withdrew 
his  motion  to  give  place  to  Mr.  Maoon's.]  Mn 
M.  said  it  was  perfectly  immaterial  to  him  which 
of  the  motions  was  made.  His  object,  be  coold 
assure  the  House,  was  not  delay.  He  had  ex- 
amined the  resolutions  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  ^ennsylvaiiia.  To  the  first,  he  bad  no  Ob- 
jection ;  but  as  to  the  second,  it  Appeared  to  him 
that  if  it  were  th^  wish  of  the  gentleman  to  protract 
the  public  business,  this  resolutiot^  would  answer 
his  purpose.  He  did  not  believe  this  was  intend- 
ed. But  there  is  more  business  given  to  that  com- 
mittee than  can  be  got  tt^rbugn  in  any  reasonable 
time.  The  old  rule  of  procuring  despatch  bf  di- 
viding ih^  labor,  was  in  this  case  abandoned.  la 
his  opinion  what,  relates  to  the  Army  ought  to  go 
to  one  committee,  and  what  relates  to  the  Navy  to 
another,  and  so  on.  He  knew  that  on  a  former  oe*' 
cmaion,  some  difficulty  had  arisen  from  the  Mea- 


341 


HISTOEY  OF  CONGRESS- 


343 


N0VUIBBR,^1811. 


Reference  of  the  PreeideHVe  Message^ 


H.  OF  R. 


Oft  Dot  ha? ing  been  accurately  distected ;  but 
with  ordinary  care  this  might  be  avoide^*  He 
had  DO  doubt  if  the  business  was  thus  divided,  it 
would  be  done  mUch  sooner.  Not  that  he  ex- 
pected Congress  would  adjourn  any  earlier  ;  but 
the  reports  would  be  had  in  Jess  time,  and  the 
sooner  be  got  at.  He  wished  that  the  report  miffht 
H/e  on  the  table  until  to-morrow,  that  the  resolu>' 
tions  might  be  examined,  and  proper  amendments 
prepared. 

Mr.  Smilie  repeated  his  reasons  for  wishing 
one  committee  might  have  under  view  the  whole 
soMect  of  defence. 

Th^  question^  was  put  and  negatived,  6S  to  47. 

Mr.  Eandolpu  moved  for  the  reading  of  the 
documents;  Which. being  objected  to,  he  called 
for  the  yea^  and  nays  on  the  question ;  which 
were  taken  as  follows : 

YBAS—John  Baker,  Abijmh  Bigelow,  Junes  Br#ok- 
eari^gOy  £Ujmb  Brigham,  Epaphroditos  Champion, 
Tbomms  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  James  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomaa  H.  Gold,  John  P.  Hong^rford, 
Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  William  R.  King,  Ljman  Law, 
Joaeph  Lewia,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  James  Milnor,  Jonatk^n  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
NdsQD,  Joaeph  Pearsoa,  James  Pleasants  jr.,  Joaiah 
Qnincy,  John  Randolph^  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgeiy,  Daniel  '6hefiey,  fachard  Stanfttrd,  Philip 
Smart,  Lewia  B.  Stnrges,  Owrge  Snlliran,  Benjamin 
Tsllmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomaa  WIIMMI--86. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andaeaoo,  dU- 
vmaon  Archer,  Daniel  Avary,  Eaakiel  Baeon^  David 
Baid,  Joaiali  Bartlalt,  BurweU  Baaaetl,  WiUianr  W. 
Bibb,  WiUiam  BlacUedge,  Tbomaa  Blount,  Adajn 
Bc^d,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwall,  William 
Batltr,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Laagdon  Chevea,  Martin 
ChRtenden,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Condit,  WiUiam 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Din^ 
moor,  BUas  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Peterson  Goddwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfty«  John  M.  Hyneman,  Ric^- 
ai^  M.  Johnson,  Joaeph  Kent,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  WUKam  Ijowndes,  Aaron  Lyle, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCov, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
Samuel  L.  Mit(^ll,  Jajnea  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephan  Ormaby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Ben^ 
j«iun  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberta,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Ebeneaer  Seaver,.  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smithy  Wil- 
liam Strong,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Tvcoip,  Charles,  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
Robert  Whitehill*  David  R.  WUUama,  WiUiam  Wid- 
geiy,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wrightr-84. 

The  first  resolution  was n  then  taken  up  and 
•greed  to.    When  the  question  on  the  second  was 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  rose  to  ascertain  whether 
it  uaa  the  sen^e  of  the  House  that  all  the  objects 
embraced  in  this  resolution  should  go  to  one  com- 
mittee, or  they  should  be  divided  among  several. 
For  tbis  purpose,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  gen- 
eral expressions,  to  insert  the  words  "  for  filling 
the  ranks,  prolonging  the  enlistment  of  regular 


troops,  and  of  auxiliary  force.''  It  would  be  seen 
to  be  bis  object,  to  give  all  that  relates  to  the  Ar- 
my to  one  committee, all  that  relates  to  the  Navy 
to  another,  dbc.  He  was  of  opinfon,  also,  that 
several  objects  contained  in  the  Message  had  been, 
overlooked. '  ' 

,  The  motion  for  striking  out  was  carried,  78  votes 
bdnir  in  fav<)r  of  it ;  but  ifhen  the  blank  came  to 
be  filled,  much  desultory  debate  took  place.  Som« 
members  wished  to  loaert  other  words  than  those 
proposed  hv  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina ;  but  tbia  was  deemed  out  of  order.  At 
lenflth,  k  was  agreed  that  the  blank  must  be  filled 
witn  the  words  proposed,  but  that  other  words 
ncright  afterwards  be  added  by  way  of  amendment. 
Tbk  was  accordingly  douf. 

After  the  blank  was  filled  as  above  proposed, 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  add  the  following  words; 
*•  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  for  detach- 
^  raents  of  portious.of  the  .militia,  i^no  for  such  a 
'  proportion  of  the  great  body,  as  will  proportion 
^  Us  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacities."  ^  Which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  other  resolutions  reported  were  agreed  to 
without  debate. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  an  additional  resolution,  as 
follows :  '^  That  so  much  of  the'  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  and' 
the  maritime  defence  of  our  frontier,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee.'' — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  the  following  additional  re- 
solutions :  ^*  That  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
'  lates  to  the  manufacturing  of  cannon  and  small 

*  arms  and  providing  munitions  of  war,  be  referred 

*  to  a  select  committee  :^  and  **  that  so  much  of 
^  the  Message  as  relates  to  Indian  afiairs,  be  re- 

*  ferred  to  a  select  com  mi  nee." — Agreed  to. 

All  the  select  committees  which  were  thought 
^necessaryi  being  appointed,  it  was  determined  that 
the  first,  OB  Foreign  Relations^  should  consist  of 
nine  members ;  the  committees  on  the  Spanish  col- 
onies and  Navy  concerns,  to  consist  of  seven  mem- 
bers ;  and  those  on  manufacturing  cannon  and 
Indian  afihirs,  to  consist  of  five  members. 

The  resolutions,  as  amended,  are  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations, be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  Ifesolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  filling  the  ranks  and  pro- 
longing the  enlistments  of  the  regular  troops,  and 
to  an  anxiliary  force;  to,  the  acceptance  of  vol« 
unteer  corps;  to  detachments  of  militia,  and  to 
such  a  preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will  pro- 
portibn  its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacity,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

3.  Resolved^  That  those  parts  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  which  relate  to  the  ^ayal  fprce  of 
the  .United  States,  and  to  the  defence^of  our  mari- 

,  tim?  frontier,  be<  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  Reaolvedi  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and  the  provis- 
ions necessary  for  the  service  of  the  enauing  year^ 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

5.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
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Message  as  relates  to  the  eyasioo  aad  iDfractioo 
of  our  com  mere  iai  laws,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactares. 

6.  Beeolved^  That  so  maoh-of  the  Presideqi's 
Message  as  relate  to  foreiffo  trading  licenses,  and 
to  the  protectionT  of  mano&etares  and  navigation, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manofactures. 

7.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  FreaidjeBt's 
Mesifage  as  relates  to  the. Spanish  American  colo- 
nies^ be  referred  to  a  select  commrttee. 

8.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the^id  Message 
as  relates  to  the  manofuctnre  of  cannon  and  small 
arms,  and  the  providing  manitions  of  war,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee.  ^ 

9.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Meksage 
as  relates  to  Indian  affairs,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr. 
Smilie^  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Key,  Mr. 
Desha,  and  Mr.  Seaver,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  MacOn,  Mr. 
Nelson,  Mr.  Stow^  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  Mr,  Tall^ 
madge,  were  appomted  th^  committee  on  thesec- 
ond  resolution.. 

Mr.  Cheves,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Milnor,  Mr. 
Q^uincy,  Mr.  Cook^,  Mr.  Mcfiam,  and  Mr.  Fisk 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  third  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Mitchill^  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Blackledge,  Mr. 
Taggart,  Mr.  Champion)  Mr.  Butler,  and  Mr. 
Shaw,  were  appointed  the  committee  on  th6  sev- 
enth resolution. 

Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  Little;  Mr.  Qoodwp,  Mr. 
Tracy,  and  Mr.  Sturges,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  eighth  resolution. 

Mr.  MeKee,  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  Shef- 
fey,  and  Mr:  Brown,  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee on  the  ninth  resolution. 

And  then,  on  motion  the  House  adjourned  until 
to-morrow. 


Wednesoay,  November  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Thob^ as  GaoLSom 
from  Vircinia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  duiNCT  presented  two  petitions  from  sun- 
dry merchants  of  Boston,  to  the  same  effect  with 
the  petition  of  William  Deah,  presented  the  eighth 
instant — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactqres,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Charles  Wirgman,  of  Baltimore ;  wt^ich 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  nest. 

Mr.  McKfM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore,  to  the  same  effect  with  the 
petition  of  the  merchants  of  Boston  above  stated.—^ 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  tlie  report  of  the. 


Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  and  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  claims  of  sundry  refugees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  ^k>va 
Scotia,  made  in  the  yeas  1805  and  1806^  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to 
.report  by  bll,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  PoiRDBXTER  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  the  said  Territory  may  be  made  into  a  sepa- 
rate State  and  ^dipitted  into  the  Union.— Referred 
to  a  select  committee, 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTER,  Mr.  GauNDTjMr.  Obmsbt, 
Mr.  Lacock,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  W'idgbbt,  and 
Mr.  Chittenden,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  petition  of 
the  LegisUtui'e  of  the  Mississippi  Terntory.  pre- 
sented the  twenty-first  of  January  last,  was  mer* 
red  to  the, said. sel^t  committee.   ' 

Mr.  dciNcr  presented  a  petition  of  Andrew 
Eliot,  merchant  of  Boston,  to  the  same  effect  with 
the  petition  of  William  Dean,  presented  the  eighth 
insunt.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  a  committee  was'ap- 
pbiqted  to  inquire  into  the  dxpedieopy  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  the  more  convenient  taking  of  re- 
cofttisances  of  bail  and  affidavits  in  tases  depend- 
ing in  the  respective  Courts  of  the  United  States f 
with  leave  to  report '  by  bilh-^Mr.  Gobo.  Mr« 
MiLNOft,  and*  Mr.  Ridgblt,  wvre  appiotBtea  tiie 
co«mince« 

On  ov^on  of  Mr.  MintROw,  the  Committee  aa 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  iato. 
tb€  expediency  of  suspend  iiig  the  opemtkm  of  so 
much  of  the  sixth  secftion  of  the  aiet,  cRtitled  '^Att 
act  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of  elmimt  to 
landd,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  land^  in  the 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,''  as  directs 
that  the  land  ofiices  established  in  the  Orleans 
Territory  shall  be  opened  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1813 ;.  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise.* 

Mr.  Tallmahqe, from  the com^mittee  appointed 
on  tk%  petition  of  Abraham  Whipple,,  presented  a 
bill  for  tht  relief  of  Abraham  Whipple ;  which  wa» 
read  and  committed  ta«  Committee  of  th«  Whole 
on  Friday  next. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Bassbtt,  the  petitiona  of  J.  A» 
Chevaliie,  attorney  of  Amelie  Bi^fenie  Beaumar- 
chais,  presented  twenty-fborth.of  Deocoiber,  1905, 
and  second  of  April  1806,  together  with  all  the 
documents  concerning  the  said  claim,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Bleeckek  presented  a  petition  of  Qeorge 
Dummer  and  Company,  and  Gurdoo  and  Daniel 
Buck,  iberchants,  of  New  York,  to  the  ^an>e  effect 
with  the  petition  of  William  Dean,  presented  the  - 
eighth  instant. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lyle  presented  petitions  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Western  parts  of  the  United  States, 
praying  that  the  mails  of  the  United  States  may 
not  be  carried,  and  that  post  offices  may  not  be 
opened,  on  Sundays. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Condit,  the  Committee  of 
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Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  th^  expediency  of  encouraging  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  either  >y  protecting  impost 
duties,  or  prohibiting  the  importation  of  castings, 
bar  irofl,  spikes,  oaiis,  brads,  and  foiled  sheet  or 
hoop  iron,  into  the  United  States  and  its  Territo- 
ries; with  leave  to  repprt  by  bill. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  copies  of  a 
eorrespofideBce  between  the  £uvoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Pleniootentiarr  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  Secretly  or  State,Teiative  to  the  aggres- 
sion committed  by  a  British  ship  of  war  on  the 
United  'States'  frigate  Chesapeake,  by  which  it 
will  be  seen  chat  that  subject  ot  difference  between 
the  two  countries  is  terminated,  by  an  offer  or  rep* 
aiation^hich  has^  been  acceded  .to. 

The  House  proceeded,  l^  ballot,  to  ihe  election 
of  a  Chaplain  to  Congress,  on  their  part ;  and  npon 
examining  .the  ballots,  it  itppeared  that  the  ftev- 
ecend  Mr.  SNBATHaii  was  duly  elected* 

Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the  result 
of  the  census,  lately  takii).  of  the  inhabitants  of 
thie  United  States,  with  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  relative  thereto. — Referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  fix  ibe  apportionment  of 
Repreeentatives. 

EXPENDITURE  OF  M0NET6. 

Mr.  RANDOi^pfi  said,  the  House  having  made  a 
disposition  o(  the  Message  of  the  Pfesident  of 
Ike  United  States,  he  felt  himself  called  upoa  to 
submit  a  motion  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
Bui  as  ihe  House  was  then  thin,  he  wonid  only 
lay  iLon  the  table.  It  would  have  been  submit- 
ted, be  said,  two  yeaoB  agA)  but  for  the  elrcqm- 
staneea  which  he  should  state  to  the  House  when 
Biort  ai  leisure.    Th^  motion  was  as' follows: 

"^Reaohed,  That  a  comauttee  be  appointed  to  infnire 
aad  lepoit  whether  ]BOBSfsdrs1vm6oBi  die  Tseaaory 
since  the  8d  af  Mardi,  IBOl,  have  been  fiiithfoll^  ^' 
peoded  on  the  objects  fw  which  they  )iMieapprepnat9d, 
and  whether  the  same  have  been  regalarly  apconnted 
fcrr 

P106£CUTU)M8  FOR  UBRL. 

The  Spbakbb  preafnied  a  memerial  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  of  Kentucky,  stating  that,  whilst  a  meoiber 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Slates,  from  the  Sfiaie  of  V^mont,  he  was  iile- 
fluUiy  tried  and  Ibnad  gnilly,  under  a  ehai ge  of  se- 
dition, and  fined  the  sum  of- one  tlMmsana  dollars 
apd  imprisoned  twelve  monihs,  and  praying  Ihat 
the  said  fine  may  be  repaid,  with  interest,  together 
with  his  pay  as  a  member  of  Congress,  whicn  was 
withheld  during  his  confinement. 

The  netitiop  heing  read^ 

Mr.  New  moved  that  it  be  referred,  with  the 
aecompanying  documents,  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Basbbtt  was  opposed  to  this  reference. 
If  the  petitioner  had  any  claim  upon  the  United 
States,  it  must  be  on  the  ground  that  thje  law 
under  which  he  was  convicted  was  unconstitu- 
tional. A  claim  of  this  kind  could  not  be  recog- 
nised by  that  committee.    He  thought,  therefore, 


it  would  be  more  proper  to  refer  this  petition  to 
a  select  committee.  This  was  desirable  also 
from  the  consideration  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  is  generally  everburdened  with  business. 

Mr.  McKjbb  could  not  distinctly  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia ;  but  he  understood  him  as 
recommending  a  reference  .of  this  petition  to  a 
select  committee,  in  preference  to  th^Committee 
of  Claims.  He  had  no  objection  to  such  a  dis- 
position of  it}  though  it  appeared  to  him^  as  a 
claim,  to  be  a  proper  subject  for  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  Toe  petitioner  does  not  aRk  for  a 
gratuity  from  the  Qovernment.  but  a  repayment 
of  money  which  he  states  to  bare  been  impro- 
perly paid  into  the  coffers  of  the  United  States  in 
the  form  of  a  fine.  Whetl^er  the  claim  be  well 
founded,  or  otherwise,  remains  for  t^e  committee 
to  decide. 

Mr.  NfiW  saidy  it  having  been  represented  to 
biin,  that  it  would  be  most  proper  to  refer  the 
petition  to  a  select  committee,  ne  would  so  change 
nis  motion. 

.  Mr.  RANnoLPa  had  tko  doubt  it  would  be  re- 
collected, that  at  the  first  session  of  Congress, 
upder  the  Administration  of  the  present  Presi- 
dent, the  session  which  met  in  May,  1809,  a  com- 
inittee  was  raised  ^to  inqtiiie  whether  any,  and 
^'what  prosecutions  had  been  instituted  before  the 
*  courts  of  the  United  States  for  libels  at  common 
'  law,  and  to  report  such  provisions  as  in  their 
1  opinion  may  be  necessary  for  securing  the  free- 
<  dom  of  speech  and  of  the  i^ress."  Congress  ad- 
journed atter  a  short,  session  in  June.  The 
chairman  of  that  committee  was  directed  to  ad- 
dress letters  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  courU  in 
which  such  prosecutions  had  been  commenced. 
To  some  of  these  letters,  answers  were  received 
after  the  adjournorent.  These  answers  received 
in  the.repess  (all  except  one,  Which  the  chair- 
m>aa  had  founn  amon^  his  private  papers  since 
Ihemeetiiig  of  the  present  session )  were  trana- 
mined  toihe  Clerk  of  this  House,  in  whose  poe- 
session  it  is  presumed  they  now  are.  The  ohafr* 
n^^n  .of  that  coiDmittee,  at  the  two  succeeding 
sessions,  was,  by  the  visitation  of  Gfod,  and  from 
circumstances  without  his  control,  for  the  first 
time  since  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this 
floor,  prevented  from  attending  to  his  duty  till 
the  sessions  liad  coasiderahly  advanced,  other- 
lyise  he  would  have  felt  it  obligatory  on  him  to 
have  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  sub- 
ject, h  was  his  intention,  at  the  present  session, 
without  knowing  anything  of  this  petition,  to 
have  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it, 
amongst  others,  at  an  early  day.  He  thought  it 
behooved  this  House,  as  the  guardian  of  the  pub- 
lic purse  and  public  weal,  to  take  care  that  the 
stream  of  public  justice  be  preserved  pure  and 
free  from  pollution;  and  whether  persons  have 
suffered  by  prosecution:*  under  the  sedition  law, 
or  under  the  common  law  of  England — not  the 
common  law  of  the  States,  as  modified  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  their  coroorate 
capacity — he  was  for  affording  them  relier.  He 
wished  to  see  if  any  of  our  citizens  had  received 
injury  from  prosecutions  of  this  kind ;  and,  if  they 
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had.  to  redress  the  wroog  by  such  a  prospective 
measure  as  may  preveat  a  recurrence  of  similar 
mischief. 

It  seems  idle,  said  Mr.  R.,  for  any  man  to  uq- 
dertalce,  by  statute,  io  do  that  which  the  Great 
Charter  of  our  Confederatiou  has  endeavored  to 
do  in  vaio.  It  is,  it  appears,  impossible  to  pre* 
vent  men,  heated  b^  party,  and  seeking  only  the 
gratification  of  their  own  passions,  from  tramp- 
ling in  the  dust  the  charter  which  we  have 
sworn  to  support;  for  ihough  our  Constitution 
has  said,  in  the  broadest  terms  which  pur  Ian- 
guage  knows,  that  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of. 
the  pi;ess  shall  not  be  abridged^  men  have  been 
found  so  lost  to  all  sease  of  their  country's  good, 
as  to  pass  the  act,  commonly  called  the  sedition 
act,  and  to  send  out  our  judges  to  dispense,  not 
law,  but  pvilitics  from  the  bench.  It  would  seem 
idle  to  attempt  to  prevent,  by  ^statutory  provis- 
ions, similar  abuses.  But  though,  formed  as  w^ 
are,  we  cannot  attain  perfection,  we  ^tt^ht,  in 
imitation  of  a  divine  example,  to  a.5pire  to  it,  and 
endeavor  to  preserve  in  purity  the  great  Magna 
Charta  of  our  country. 

This  subject,  Mr.  K.  sqid,  might  appear  frivo- 
lous to  others.  He  knew  that  then  intent  on 
worldly  things,  with  their  snouts  grovelling  In  the 
mud,  who  hold  everything  but  sordid  pelf,  and 
still  more  dis^racefiil  office,  as  dross,  and  dust, 
would  not  think  it  worth  while  to  attend  .to 
things  of  this  kind.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  set  him- 
self up  for  a  political  Pharisee,  and  thank  Grod 
that  he  was  not  as  other  men  are» 

Mr.  R.  moved  to  amend  the  reference,  by  add- 
ing to  it  the  following: 

''With  instructions  to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
what,  prosecutions  liave  heen  instituted  before  the. 
courts  of  the  United  States  for  libels,  under  the  sedi- 
tion law  or  the  common  law,  and  l{y  what  authoritj ; 
and  to  make  such  provisions 'as  tUey  inay  deem  neces- 
sary for  secoring  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of.  the 
press." 

Mr.  R.  hoped  this  amendment  would  be  agreed 
to;  for,  said  he,  it  is  evident  (hat  when  we  came 
into  power,  when  we  succeeded  to  oar  predeces- 
sors, proper  measures  were  not  tasen  for  purifying 
the  violent  temper  of  the  day— for  preventing 
the  recurrence  of  prosecutions  of  this  Kind.  He 
recoUected  having;  heard,  at  the  close  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  second  President  of  the  United^ 
States,  one  of  themost  beautiful  pieces  of  declam- 
ation, from  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
which  he  had  ever  heard,  in  which  he  conjured 
thel  House  to  re-enact  the  sedition  act,  because, 
said  he,  we  are  about  to  surrender  the  Govern- 
ment into  the  hands  of  men  in  Whom  we  have 
no  confidence,  and  I  wish  to  retain  this  law  as 
our  shelter,  because,  by  this,  if  we  are  prosecuted 
for  a  libel,  we  can  give  the  truth  in  evidence. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  listened  to  the  gentleman,  but  he 
thought  he  was  talking  for  talking's  sake.  He 
did  not  believe  that  himself  believed  a  word  of 
what  he  said.  Mr.  R.  did  not  suppose  that  a 
prosecution  at  common  law,  for  a  libel,  could 
take  place  under  a  Republican  Administration. 
He  thought  the  gentleman  was  making  the  best 


apology  he  could  for  the  sedition  law,  and  that 
he  was  ^lad  to  find  himself  in  a  minority  on  his 
motion  lor  continuing  it.  But,  said  he,  experi- 
ence teacheth.  I  fi:nd  it  possible  even  for  the 
Pharisees  themselves  sometimes  to  slide,  some- 
times to  fail.  He  thought  it  due  to  our  country, 
s(nd  to  ourselves,  that  whatevcfr  abuses  exist, 
without  stopping  to  inquire  whether  the  sufferer 
be  a  Catholic  pr  a  Protestant,  a  Federalist,  a 
Democrat,  or  a  Monarchy  man,  to  redress  the 
wrong.  What  would  be  said  in  a  -court  of  jus- 
tice in  a  case  of  murder  7  It  would  not  be  thought 
worth  while  to  inquire  what  was  the  offender's 
politics,  or  whethei:  honest  or  the  contrary.  He 
considered  honest  men  as  of  right  politics.  It 
unfortunately  happens,  said  he,  that  some  men 
make  up  in  zeal  what  they  know  themselves  Co 
be  dedcieut  in  honor  and  honesty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  and  the  peti- 
tion referred  to  a  committee  of  sevenL  consisting 
of  Mr.  Ne^.  Mr.  Rardolpk,  Mr.  Wright.  Mr. 
Troop,  Mr.  IVhiteSill,  Mr.  ModELfiv,  and  Mr. 
Cooke. 

Thursday,  November  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit :.  John  Clopton,  from 
Virginia,  appeared,  predueed  bis  credentials,  was 
qualified)  and  took  his  seat. 

M^.  Rhea,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  eighth  instant,  presented  a  bill  prbvidiiig  for 
the^ government,  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana; 
which  was  read  twioeand  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WiDOBR7,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eleventh  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  alter 
the  time  of  holding^  one  o(  the  terms  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  District  of  Maine;  which  was 
read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  mnd  read 
the  third  lime « to-morrow. 

On  moiloft  of  Mr.  Bassett,  a  (committee  was 
appoiiited  to  prepare  atfd  report  such  standing 
rules  and  orders  of  procedins  as  hre  proper  to  be 
obserf  ed  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr. 
Nelson,  Mr.  Bum,  Mr.duiNCT.  and  Mr.  Fimdlbt, 
were  appointed  the  said  cemmitttte. 

Mr.  Hbba,  moved  the  following  resolotion :  ^ 

Retolmed,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
ManofiMstnres  be  iostmcted  to  inquire  into  the  «xpedi- 
en^  of  laying  additional  duties  on  all  coarse  mano&e- 
tttres  of  flii]|:  and  hemp. 

Mr«  CoNDiT,  moved  the  following  re&olutioB : 

Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Mantt£ftCtttres  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  encouraging  the  culture  of  hempeii  goods, 
either  by  protecting  duties,  or  prohibiting  the  impor^ 
tation,  into  the  United  States  and  its  Territories,  of 
hemp,  or  goods  manufactured  from  it;  and  that  th^ 
hsTe  leave  to  report  by  bilL 

The  resolution?  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  a  cominittee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into,  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  opened  a  road  front  the  Northern  line 
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established  by  the  Treaty  of  QreenTille,  where  the 
Uoited  St^tes^  road  from  VineeoDes  meets  the  said 
line,  to  the  North  Bend,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio; 
with  leave  >to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  JENNING3,  Mr.  NfiWj^and  Mf.  MoRBoyr, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 


Friday,  November  15. 

Mr.  Pickens  predated  A  petition  from  Inhabi*' 
tantA  in  the  western  part  of  rforth  Carolina,  com- 
plafning  of  mischief  occasioned  bv  the  settlement 
of  white  persons  on  the  lands  of  tn«  Cherokee  lo- 
diansi — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  BikSSETT,  on  accodnt  of  the  state  of  his 
health,  begged  to  be  excused  from  serVing  op  the 
Committee  of  Claims  declaring  that  he  was  un- 
able to  attend  to  the  datie^  imposed  upon  the 
Chairman  of  that  important  committee.  Ez- 
eosed. 

Mr.  BoTi/BR*  also  wished  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  samfe  committee.  He  was  also 
exca»ul. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  6ut  of  Courtesy,  he 
Iwd  voted  ia  the  majority  on  the  questions  which 
had  just  been  decided ;  but  he  was  apprehensive 
he  had  dotte  wrong,  and  moved  for  a  reconsidtra- 
tioB  of  the  question.  He  hoped  ihe  Chairman  of 
the  Comflftittee  of  Claims  would  consent  to  retain 
hta  situaMon,  and  attempt  to  do  the  business  to 
which  he  had  been  apiiointed.  He*  was  fear  fa  1 
that  his  relinquishing  bis  post  would  be  attended 
with  bad  consequenoes.  No  doubt  his  relinquish- 
ment h^  occasioned  his  colleague  to  beg  to  be 
excused.  He  hoped  that  both  gentlemen  would 
consent  to  retain  their'situations. 

After  an  explanation  from  Mr.  Basbett,  that 
he  was  really  unable  to  endure  the  necessary  fa- 
tigtie  of  the  business ;  and  from  Mr.  Butler  that 
he  had  served  several  years  on  this  committee, 
«nd  that  he  expected  'shortly  lo  be  under  the 
necessity  of  asking  leave  of  absence ;  the  motion 
for  reconsideration  was  withdrawn. 

Mn  duiNOT  presented  the  pNCtition  df  Aaron 
Baldwin,  praying  for  the  rem ission  of  certain  fbr- 
feiturts  wticn  be  had  incurred  under  the  restric- 
tive laws. — Referred. 

Mr.  Morrow  reported  a  bill  extending  the  time 
fbr  opening  the  several  land  offices  in  the  Territo- 
ry of  Orleans. — Twice  reid  and  committed. 

A  hill  was  reported  to  authorize  a  public  road 
ftt>m  a  point  in  the  north  line  established  by 
the  Treaty  of  Green  ville,  whert  the  United  States' 
road  from  Vincennes  meets  the  said  line  to  the 
North  Bend,  in  th^  State  of  Ohio,  Which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  hokliog  one 
of  the  terms  of. the  United  States'  courts  in  the 
District  of  Maine,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed.  ' 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Rhea  proposed  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe£ency  of  extend- 
iDg  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  those  parts  of 


the  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  to 
whieh  the  Indian  title  is  not  ex^guished,  in  such 
manner  as  that  all  white  persons  residing  within  any 
of  the  said  parts  of  the  United  States  may  sad  shall  be 
liable  to  the  operation  of  tho^  laws." 

Mr.  R.  added,  that  if  the  petitions  which  bad 
this  morning  been  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Caxblioa  had  been  read,  the  necessity 
of  taking, some  measure>similar  jto  the  one  which 
he  proposed,  would  have  been  evident  to  every 
jnember  of  the  House,  as  the  Indian  countries  are 
become  ah  asylum  for  persons  guilty  of  every 
edorniity. 

Mr.  Pickens  stated,  that  if  an  v  doubt  existed  as 
to  the  propriety  of  passing  this  resolution,  he 
would  call  lor  the  reading  of  the  petitions  which 
he  had  presented. 

Mr,  Wright  had  some  doubts  whether  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  did  not  at  present  extend  to 
cases  of  this  kind,  and  wished  the  resolution  to 
lie  on  the  table  until  the  subject  could  be  looked 
into.  '  , 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  a  case  had  lately  occurred  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  which  showed  the  necessity 
Qf  some  farther  provision  on  this  subject.  A  mur- 
der of  a  most  atrocious' kind  had  been  committed 
within  the  Indian  country ;  the  parties  were  taken 
near  the  spot,  and  brought  before  the  Federal  au- 
thoYity  in  Georgia ;  and  upon  a  question  of  juris- 
diction^  thie  judges  decided  that  the  court  had  no 
authority  in  the  case.  In  a  similar  instance,  the 
offenders  were  brought  before  the  State  authori- 
ties, which  determined  in  the  same  way,  and  the 
offenders,  of  course,  were  in  both  cases  discharged. 

Mr.  Grunpt  was  of  opinion  that  the  United 
States  courts  had,  at  present,'  complete  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  criminal  cases  which  might  arise  with- 
in the  Indian  ))oundary,  the  case  cited  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  nothwithstanding;  but  he 
supposed  the  object  of  this  resolution  was  to  sup- 
ply the  defects  of  the  law  at  present  in  civil  cases. 

Mr.  PomnEXTER  had  no  doubt  but  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  had  jurisdiction  of  criminal  of- 
fences, committed  within  the  Indian  boundary. 
Congress,  at  their  first  siession,  made  nrovision  for 
the  punishment  of  offenders  charged  with  mur- 
der, piracy^  6ui^  committed  on  the  high  seas  or 
without  the  territory  of  ttie  United  States.  But 
the  difficulty  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  existed*  Persons  who  have  committed 
petty  offences  and  debtors  go  over  to  the  Indian 
territory,  where  the  law  cannot  reach  them.  He 
doubted  whether  the  resolution  was  calculated  to 
reach  this  object,  and  therefore  wished  it  to  lie  on 
th^  table  that  it  might  be  amended. 
^  Mr.  Rhea  hoped  he  might  be  pern(^itted  to  judge 
for  himself  whether  the  resoluuon  which  he  had 
offered  was  calculated  to  accomplish  the  object 
which  he  had  in  view.  His  colleague  had  inti- 
mated that  the  laws,  at  present,  extend  to  crimi- 
nal offences,  though  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
had  slated  a  case  in  which  the  judges  had  deter- 
mined otherwise.  This  shows,  at  least,  that  the 
law  wants  revision,  not  only  with  tespect  to  crim- 
inal, but  civil  matters.  He  had  drawn  the  reso- 
lution la  the  most  general  terms. 
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^r.  Bibb  could  not  coiic«ive  Kqw  the  judges  of 
the  Federal  Court,  in  the  case  he  had  ciied,  could 
have  decided  as  they  did  with  the  law  which  had 
been  referred  to  before  them.  Perhaps  it  mif  ht 
have  arisen  from  a. clause  of  the  CoastitucioU; 
which  directs  that  jurors  sliall  be  drawn  froia  the 
district  where  the  offence  is  committed.  i 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DOMESTIC  MANUTACTUREa 

Mr.  Rhea  called  up  for  consideration  the  reso- 
lution which  he  laid  upon  the.table  yesterday  pro- 
posing an  additional  duty  on  coarse  hemp  and  flax. 

The  resoluUon  was  considered,  anjd,  on  motion, 
the  words  "and  cotton,"  were  added.ioit,  by  con- 
sent of  the  mover.    ; 

Mr.  Grundy  observed,  that  .several  detached 
resolution*  for  the  eacouragemeiu  of  domi^tio 
manufactures  had  been  offered  to  the  House.  He 
wished  the  adoption  of  a  proposition  which  should 
include  all  the  manufacture^  of  the  country.  He 
honed  the  present  motion  might  lie  op  the  table  for 
a  few  davs,  until  such  a  proposition  could  be^pre- 
pared.  ft  is,  said  he,  an  object  of  great  magni- 
tude, when  we  consider  the  vast  sums  of  money 
which  have  lately  beet)  vested  in  establishments 
of  this  kind  \  and  the  present  is  a  favorable  mo- 
ment for  adopting  some  measures  to  give  our 
manufactures  countenance  «od  support.        • 

Mr.  Ebea  could  not  agree  to  the  proposed  post- 
ponement. He  should  never  obtain  his  object,  if 
be  were  to  agr^ee  to  one  postponement  after  ano- 
ther. His  colleague  could,  at  any  time,  submit  his 
proposition,  without  hindering  the  progress  of  the 
one  he  had  introduced.  .  '         - 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  propriety  of 
discussing  this  proposition  in  the  House, 

The  Speaker  decided,  that  though  there  is,  a 
rule  of  the  Hopse  which  says  that  all  proposi- 
tions for  laving  a  tax  shall  be  discussed  in  Uom- 
mittee  of  tne  Whole;  this  resolution,  in  his  opi- 
nion, did,  not  come  within  thi^t  rules  as  it  was 
merely  an  instruction  to  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  laying  an  additional  tax. 

The  motion^  for  laying  the  proposition  on  the 
table,  was  carried,  51  to  47; 

AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 
Mr.  MiLNOR  rose,  and  observed  there  was  no 
topic  more  important  than  the  protection  pf  Amer- 
ican seamen,  and  vet  he  beueved  it  would  be 
acknowledged  by  all  who  have  given  considera- 
tion to  the  subject,  that  our  laws  on  this  subject 
are  materially  defective.  Tbe  object  of  these 
laws  ought  to  be  twofold ;  in  the  first  place,  for  the 
protection  of  bona  fide  American  citizens,  and 
secondly,  for  the  |[»revcntion  of  the  abuse  pf  tl^^oae 
protections  by  citizens  of  other  countries  not  en- 
titled to  them*  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  act 
for  relief  of  American  seamen  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  collectors  to  furnish  certificates  of  citizen- 
ship in  the  manner  therein  directed ;  but,  owing 
to  an  error  of  Congress,  no  manner  is  prescribed  ; 
and,  of  course,  the  collectors  have  been  left  to  ac- 
cept of  such  proof  as  they  deemed  sufficient,  or  to 
act  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 


Treasury,  which,  in  most  instances,  is  an  unsafe 
way  of  proceeding.  The  penal  laws  of  the  Uni 
ted  States  |)ro;vide  no  punishment  for  the  crime  of 
perjury  in  these  cases.  A  recent  instance,  Mr. 
M.  said,  had  occurred  in  thi  district  which  he  re- 
presented. An  Italian,  nqt  twenty  days  in  tlie 
country,  appeared  before  a  notary  public,  claim- 
ing the  rights  of  an  American  ^amen.  He  made 
the  necessary  oaths,  and  produded  a  sponsor  who 
swore  that  he  was  born  in  Baltimore.  The  tongue 
of  the  man  detected  the  falsehood.  The  colleel- 
or,  with  that  attention  to  his  duty  for  which  he  Is 
s0  Temarkable,  had  both  seaman  and  sponsor  ap- 
prehended. The  attorney  for  the  district  looked 
mto  the  case,  ^od  found  the  crime  of  perjury  to 
be,  the  falsely  taking  an  oath  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States;  bu|  as  the  Tair  was 
defective,  as  above  stated,  (he  offence  was  not 
perjury.  The  Attori^y  General  confirmed  this 
opinion.  The  ofienders,  therefore,  escaped  |>Ma- 
ishment.  He  believed  other  amendments  ought 
be  usefully  made  to  the  law  on  thi/i  subject.  He 
condlgded  by  offering  the  following  resolotjLon  far 
a^loption,  which  was  agreed  to : 

^•'i^esoAfcd,  That  a  oommittee  be  appoialed  to  in- 
quire and  rep(Nrt  whether  any,  and  what  amaadiaeats 
are  necessAiy  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Statas  nlatiag 
to'the  ptoteotion  of  Amerioan  aeamen ;  and  tiial  thte 
oemmittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otkerwise^** 

Mr.  MiLNOR.  Mr.  Littlb,  Mr.  ftjeso,  Mr.  Bas- 
8ETT,  and  Mr.  PtTKiii,  were  appointed  tbe  -coai* 
mittee. 

MoNOAT,,  November  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKke,  tbe  Comiaittee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  what 
provision  ought  to  be  made  respecting  the  loca- 
tion of  Virffinia  military  land  warrants,  west  of  the 
boundary  line  designated  by  the  act  of  tba  thiid 
of  March,  1804,  wuh  leave  to  report  by  bill,  q$ 
otherwise* 

Mr.  Seybert  pre^nted  the  petition  of  shot- 
manufactuirers  of  Philadelphia,  praying  fpr  pro* 
taction. 

Mr.  MiTcaiLL  pres^ted  tbe  petition  of  Jamaa 
Forrest,  of  New  York,  merchant,  stating  that  be 
had  debts  owiog  to  him  in  the  British  West  India 
Islands,  to  the  amount  of  twentv-five  thousand 
dollars,  and  praying  to  be  allowed  to  import  pr^ 
duce  from  them  to  that  amount. — Reterrea  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufacturaf  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  petition  presented 
last  session  on  the  subject  of  a  new  jail  at  Alex* 
andria,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  oil 
the  11th  instant,  on  so  much  of  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  relates  to 
the  opening  of  a  certain  road  to  Vincennes,  be 
instructed  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  by  law,  for  laying  out  two  roads,  asree- 
ably  to  tbe  treaty  with  certain  Indian  tribeslield 
at  Brownstown  m  1808. 

Mr.  Rbca  called  for  the  consideration  of  tbe 
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lesolatioQ  which  he  bad  laid  upoa^he  table  a  few 
days  ago,  for  instruciingtbe  Committee  of  Com- 
merc0  and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into  tbe  ex- 
pediency of  encouraging:  tbe,  manufacture  of 
coarse  bemp,llax, and  cotton;  which. being  agreed 
to,  some  desultory  debate  took  place  Tor  .and 
against  agreeing  to  the  re8olq.tion.  ft  was  object- 
ed tOy' because  tbat  conimictee  iiad  already  the 
subject  of  manufactures  generally  referred  to  ft. 
and  .it  was  unnecessary  to  give  them  any  specfal 
instructions.  In  support  of  tbis  resolution,  it  was 
Slid  to  be  a  common  practice  to  send  instructions 
to  committees;  that  it  had  been  done,  a  few  days 
ago,  to  this  eommitte.e,  in  relation  to  the  encour- 
■gemeotpf  iron  manufaetores;  that,  without  such 
special  instruetioaa,  the  committae  mig;ht  not 
JkATe  their  attention  called  lo  tbe  articles  in  ques^ 
tioo;  and,  besides  this,  it'W|i9  wished-  that  the 
House aboaU,  by  such  reference,  evince  their  dis* 
position  to  encoiirage  the  manufactures  of  out 
country. 

After  the  debate  had  progressed  for  some  time, 
Mr.  Smilib.  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table,  which  was  agreed  to— aycs^6di 

Tbe  House  went  into  a  Coounittee,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  M0RR.OW,  on ^ the  bill  extending  the.tinie 
for  openipg  the  land  office  in  the  Territory  of 
Orleans^  The  Committed  reported  the  bill  withr 
out  amendment,  aqd  it  was  ordered,  to  be  en- 
grossed lor  a  third  readiqg.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FiNOLET^the  following  reso- 
lution wafi  agreed  to :       >     ,     ,       *;  y' 

Re»olved^  That  the  Committee  of  Elections 
be  instruoted  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  rej^- 
ttlating.  the  proceedings,  and  .taking  evidence  in 
case*  of  contested  elections  of  members, of  this 
Hoo^     , 

EXPENDITURE  OP  PUBLIC  MONEY. 
Mr.  Randolph  asked  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  which  he  laid  on  the  table  isome 
days  a^,  directing  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expenditura  ol  public  mo- 
ney i  which,  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  R.  trusted  there 
would  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to. the  pro- 
priety of  agreeingto  this  resolution.  But,  before* 
the  vote  was  taken,  be  would  state  to  the  House, 
by  way  of  explanation,  the  result  of  a  foi:mer  in- 
quiry. At  the  first  session  of  the  11th  Congress, 
a  report  of  a  committee  was  made,  in  part,^on  this 
subject.  [This  report  Mr.  R.read.  I(  djates  that, 
owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  session,  complete 
information  on  the  subject  could  not  be  obtained.^ 
As  th6  session  Is^sted  but  :hx  weeks,.the  committ^ 
had  no  reason  to  complain  that  Uie  information 
required  was  not  obtained.  An  expectation  was 
enteruined  tbat'it  would  be  given. at  the  tiext 
session.  But  the  cominittee  have  I'eason.to  com- 
plain that  the  information  which  was  given,  was 
altogether  different  Uova,  that  which  was  asked. 
This  was  represented  to  the  departments,  and  a 
more  satisfactory  report  was  promised  ^t  the  en- 
suing session.  Mr.  R.  said,  the  course  pursued 
at  the  first  session,  under  the  present  President, 
had  been  the  same  which  was  adopted  at  the 
close  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administration.  At  the 
12th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 12 


following  session  of  Congress,  the  person  who 
was' appointed  chairman  qf  the  committee  of  the 
first  session,  Was  unable  to  attend ;  but  it  was  a 
gratification  to  him  to  find,  that  the  subject  was 
takeif  up  by  an  honorable  colleague  of  his,  to 
Whom  the  State  of  Virginia  had  beeb  more  than 
once  indebted  for  the  luminous  reports  on  her 
fiscal  concerns;;  but  nothing  Was  effected.  To 
show  how  different  the  information  received  was, 
fVom  that  asked  for,  Mr.  R.  proposed  to  read  a 
short  letter.  The -object  of  the  cbn^mittee  was, 
to  know  in  w^t  way  the  Pursers  qf  the  Navy 
reeeiv'ed  their  money,  aiid  what  was  the  amount 
of  their  emoluments.  The  answer  they  received^ 
stated  "that  the  advances  made  to  Pursers  are  by 
warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasury,  sometimes  hy. 
Navy  ikgents,''  d&c.  We. inquired,  said  he,  what 
were  their  eiaolumeots,  other  than  those  allowed 
by  law "?  Answer ;  '^  they  arise  from  a  certain  per 
eentage  upon  «/opc  detafl^  to  the  seamen.''  It 
may  not  be  amiss,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  iqform  country 
geptlemen  that,  by  dofps,  are  meant  ready-mad(e 
clothing,  &c.  It  Was  scarcely  possible  to  have 
given  a  more  evasive  answer.  We  fished,  What 
were  their  emoluments.'?  "J^ hey  answer,  "acer-< 
tain  pe^x^ntage' fixed  by  tUe  department  j"  but 
What  that  per  cent,  was,  the  coo^mittee  was  left 
to  ^nd  out  by^  instinct.  It  had  been  understood 
that  large  sums  of  iponey  were  advanced  to  these 
Pursers,  ;nrho  laid  it  oui  in  slops,  which  they  re- 
tailed to  the  seamen  at  an  advance,  in  some  In- 
stances,- of  twenty  .per  cent  I  This  was  a  fact,  Mr. 
R.  said,  which  ought  to  be  looked  into.  It  .was 
e^aential  to  the  reputation  of  the  Ooyernipent, 
essential  to  its  Jipaos,  iodispepaable  to  the  iair 
fatoe  of  those  who  administer  the  finances  of  the 
Uuited  States,  that  abuses,  such  as  the^  riionld 
be  probed  to4he  quick,  to  ihow  to  the  world,  that, 
if  we  cannot  govern  tbe  great  beastsj  the  mam- 
moths  of' tW  forest,  we«an,  at  ieast,  poison  the 
r&ts.  And  wbosemooey,  asked  Mr.  R,  is  this?  It  is 
the  people's  nCioney  \^  it  cpmes  fhim  the  pockets  of 
the  peopleof  tbe  Unikd  States.  When  he  spoke  of 
this  abnse  of  public  money,  he  wished  no  gentleman 
toiinderatand  him  as  speaking  of  the  abuse  under 
this,  that,  or  the  other  Pi^sident  of  the  United 
States.  He  considered  them  all  as  of  one  descrip- 
tion ^  people^  and  it  was  not  lesd  necessary  to 
guard  against  abuses  in  a  country  where  the 
President  is  elected  by  the  people,  than  in  a  coun- 
try where  he  is  put  over  them.  He  would  dare 
to  question  the  infallibility  of  alL  and  look  upou 
all  with  jealousy  and  distrust. .  He  wished  not, 
howeyec,  to  be  charged  with  that  mistaken  op* 
position  to  the  Government,  which  determines  to 
exhibit  abuser  for  the  sake  of  doiasr  90 ;  or  with 
shutting  his  eyes  to  the  abuses  of  Thonuta,  while 
tfaev  ane  open  to  the  abuses  of  Mm*  Mr.  R.  sliid, 
be  had  no  interest,  distinct  from  the  interest  of 
bis  country.  With  respect  to  princes  and  poten- 
tates, the  only  favor  he  had  to  ask  of  them,  was, 
that  they  would  keep  their  babds  out  of  his  pocket 
and  off  his  person,  and,  to  use  a  homely  phrase, 
**  if  they  would  let.him  alone,  he  would  let  them 
alone." 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr,  R.  asked  the 
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House  if  it  were  Dol  necessary  for  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  to  probe  into  tnis  business?  He 
wished  to  state,  before  he  sat  down,  that  he  bad 
learnt,  soon, after  the  present  Secretary  6f  the 
Navy  came  into  office,  the  per  centage  of  the 
Pursers  was  reduced  from  twenty  to  four  or  five 
per  cent. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  of  seven  appointed,  ^as  follows: 
Messrs.  Randolph,  Oold,  McEibs,  Roberts, 
Johnson,  Law,  and  WiDOERY. 

cbMMODORB  WHIPPLE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmapge^,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  the 
Navy  of  the  UnfteTl  States.  The  Committee 
filled  up  the  blanks,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House.  Some  opposition  y^i  made  to  its  pas- 
sage, on  the  ground  that,  if  any  provision  was 
mad^  for  those  Revolutionary  services,  it  ought 
to  b^  doiie  generajly,  and  not  select  individual 
cases,  when  there  were  mamy  others  equally  hardi 
In  favor  of  the  bUl,  it  was  said,  this  being  the 
ease  of  a  sea-officer,  for  which  no  provision  had 
been  madeat  thecloseofthe  war,'noinj«ryeoald 
arise  from  the  precedent;  that  it  was  a  case  sim- 
ilar to  Commodore  Hardie's,  who  had  been  al- 
lowed a  pension  from  the  flind  which  had  been 
provided  by  law  in  1800,  from  the  Go vernm^t^s 
share  of  prizes  taken  at  sea,  from  which  thisa^ 
lowance  was  meant  also  to  be  taken.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed — yeas  71,  nays  34,  as 
follows:  /  ' 

YxAS  —  Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Jcisiah 
Bartlett,  Harwell  Baasett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  iamet  Breckenridge^  Willmm  Butler,  J<^n 
O.  Calbotm,  Eprahroditnt  Champion,  Langdon  Chevea, 
Martia  ChitteBdea, ,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Oloptoa, 
Thomas  B.  Oooke,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Daw* 
aooi  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  DinsBioor,  Elias  £arkE« 
William  Ely,  James  Emptt,  James  Fisk,  Aaa  Fitch, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R^  Gold,  Pe^eMon  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  A.  Har^r,  John^'P.  Hunger- 
ford,  Richard  ^Jackson,  Jan.,  Jteeph  Kent,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Lyman  ^aw,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,^  William  Lowndes,  William 
McCo^,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mbseley,' 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Israel  I^ickens,  William  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  Jan.,  James  Pleasants^  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
.William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Seybert,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadji;e,  Peleg  TaD- 
man,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wil« 
son,  Richard  Winn»  and  Robert  Wrlght^Tl. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Daniel 
Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  Thomas 
Blount,  A^am  Boyd,  Elij^  Brigha|n,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  BarweU,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hallf  Ajrlett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnffy,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  William  R.  King,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  L^le, 
Nathaniel  Maoon,  Thomas  Moore,  Alexander  McIUm, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Ebene^r 


Seaver,  John  Smilie,.Geotge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Charles  Tomer,  jnn.,  Rabert  Whitehill, 
and  David  R.  Williams--^. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that,  as  there  appeared  a 
large  majoritv  id  favor  of  this  claim,  he  would 
offer  a  resolution,  which  h^  hoped  wotild  be  ac* 
ceptabte  to  the  Hoyse :. 

**  Reeohed,  That. a  committee  be  appointed  toin- 
qaire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  by  law 
for  the  relief  of  infirm  and  superannuated  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  late  Revolutionary  army,  and  of  the 
present  Armv  of  the  United  States,  and  report  by  Mil 
or  otherwise. 
,  Ordered  to  li^  oa  the  table. 


TuESDAT,  November  19. 

Mr.  pHOLBON  and  Mr.  Saob  were  appointed  on 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Bas&jbtt  and  ^r.  ButleiIj  who  were  excused 
from  serving  on  that  committee. 
^  Mr.  Jennings  offered  the  following  resolution 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  which  was 
agreed  to: 

Beeolved,  That  the  Commi(tee  on  Publtc  Lands 
be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  Inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  attaching  to  the  district  of  Jeffer- 
sonville,6o  much  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
States  at  Port  Wayne,  on  the  30ih' of  September, 
1809,  as  lies  adjoinitig  to  the  said  district,  and  east 
of  the  second  principal  meridian  established  in 
the  Indiana  Territory.  ( 

Mr.  Seaver  presented  t  petition  from  certain 
merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Pitkin  from 
.others  of  Connecticut,  praying  for  leave  to  import 
goods  ordered  from  England  before  the  President's 
proclamation  was  issued. — Referred,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  following  eof^ossed  bills  were  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  Viz:  A  bill  to  extend  the  time 
for  opening  the  several  land  offices ^sublished  in 
the  Territory  qf  .Orleans ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  captain  in  the  Navy 
«f  the  United  States.  .'  . 

Mr. Dawson  called  up  fot  consideration  the  res- 
olution which  he  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table, 
for  appointing^  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into 
the'  expediency  of  making'  provision  by  law  for 
infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and 
soldier}  of  the  Revolutionary  and  present  Army. 
It  was  considered  and  agreed  to,  without  a  divi- 
sion. The  committee  cdnsisia  of  seven  members, 
VIZ :  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Blodnt,  Mr.  Butleh,  Mr. 
Davenport,  Mr.  Ormsbt,  Mr,  Golb,  Mr.  Fisx. 

TERRITORY  OF  LOUISIANA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the.  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  The 
bill  being  read  by  paragraphs,  Mr.  Fisx  moved  to 
strike  out  the  words  ia  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill, 
which  makes  it  necessary  for  persons  to  be  in  pos- 
session of  a  freehold  to  have  a  right  to  vote.  This 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Randolph,  on  prin- 
ciple, in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  in  which 
he  advocated  the  freehold  qualification  for  voters. 
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Tbe  motion  wts  opposed  also  bjr  Mr.  Rbea^as 
soDeoetsarf  for  tbe  attainment  of  tbe  movjer'« 
ofaject  {  as  be  stat^  tbe  qoaiification  for  voters 
was  twofold-*oDe  was  tbe  possession  of  a  free- 
bold,  tbe  oiber  a  residence  of  a  year  preYious  to 
tbe  time  of  election. 

Mr.  PoiNOBZTajt  made  .a  motion,  wbicb  super- 
seded tbat  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Vermont,  to 
acrike  out  all  that  part  of  tbe  section  wbicb  de- 
fined tbe  qnalification  of  Voters,  and  inssK,  ^  every 
free  white  male  crtizea  reding  id  tbe  said  Ter- 
ritory, who  shall,  have  aUained  the  a|;e  of  twenty- 
•on  years,  and  paid  a  tax." 

This  amendmcttl  was  debated  till  tbe  osnal  botir 
of  adjoomment,  when  tbe  Contmiitee  rose  with^ 
oat  taking  the  qnestioni  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
•gain*  /  "'       . 

This  debate,  thongb  protracted  to  eoostderable. 
length,  ambraoed  a  very  narrow  qnescion,  viz : 
whether  it  is  better  to  require  voters  to  hM  fvee- 
bold  property,  or  to  soffer  every  man  to  possess 
tbe  pri  viiege  of  voting  wbobas  arrived  to  ibe  age 
of twesty-ooe  years.  Aaalready  stated,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph took  thi^  9nt  ground,  and  ii|troduoed  the 
practice  of  VirgiDta.to  show  tbat  it  was  aueaded 
with  the  best  effects.  Mr.Fisic,  Bir.  Wrioht, 
Mr.  Smiub,  and  Mr.  Pqindixtbr,  took  tbe  oppo- 
site side  of  the  question.  They  argued  that  life 
and  liberty  are  superior  to  propertv — that  tb^ 
are  dearer  to  tbe  |^r  Ukan  than  all  tbe^  property 
of  the  rich.  Mr.  Wkiq^t  said,  tbat  tbe  9ute  of 
Maryland  bad  tried  tbe  propdrt^  qualification  for 
voting,  had  found  it  attended  with  bad^Beota,  and 
had  now  abandoned  it  It  was  formerly  required 
|ba^  a  vo^er  should  be  possessed  of  property  to  the 
valueof  thirty  pounds;  so  chat  if  a  nmn  possessed 
a  horse  of  tbat  vafoe,  be  was  entitled  to  a  vot4f 
but  if  the  hofse  baTipeiied  to  die  before. tbe  elec- 
tion, he  lost  bis  privilege,  which  was  placing  'die 
right  in  tbe  hone  instead  of  the  ftuui.  As  to  fVee- 
hMd  quallficatioos,  they  were  evaded  too  by  deeds 
made  for  tha  ocensioU)  which  wore  id'terwards 
eancelied. 

Mr.  RjntnoLPB,  in  combatting  the  priacipln  p([ 
univenal  suffrage,  said  tbat  it  was  impossible  for' 
the  gentbmnn  himself,  (alluding  lo  Mr.  Sinun,) 
or  may  pipii^bot  member  th>tn  a  ibeobin  olob^ 
for  any  disciple  of  Tarn  Patme  or  of  tbe  DeHl^. 
tm  enrry  this  principle  of  eqnaliijr  lo  its  fuU  eitent ; 
fmr  even  they  must  'csdad^  from  its  operaikm 
minors  and  remales. ,  He  also  took  oeeaaion  to 

C»o«uii9e  a  strong  philippic  agaiiMtt  foreigners 
vnif  any  ptirt  in  tbe  Qovemmep^  Mr.  fijitun, 
in  his  reply,  paid  a  tribute  of  respect  to  tbe  mem-, 
ory  of  Paine,  on  acoount  of  his'valimble  pblttical 
writings,  which  had  been  considered  as  highly 
sMvioeVblo-  in  the.  Re  volution,  and  wbicb  wonid 
always  be  esteemed  wherevei^  tbe  rightt  of  man 
are  understood,  and  reminded  bim  of  the  foreign- 
em  who  J^  assisted  in  fighli^  our  Jlevolucioa- 
ary  battle&i  Mr.  Rardolpb  justified  his  aildsion 
4o  Paine }  said  be  was  sorry  tbe  gentleman  bad 
not  reeoUected  bis  ^  Age  of  Reason,"  as  well  as 
his  "  Rights  of  Man ;"  and  as  to  any  servtces  which 
ht  rendered  by  his  writiogs,  be  thought  little  of 
them-    The  heroes  engagiBd  in  that  great  cause 


did  not  need  the  fisisistanca.  of  an  English  sfoy- 
flMikitr.  In  reply,  Mr.  Smiue  said,  be  never  inter- 
fered* with  a  man's  religious  opinion ;  that  was  a 
private  coacerp,  wbicb  lay  between  God  and  a 
man's  own  conscience;  and  as  to  tbe  profession 
of  Paine,  tbat,  be  lipprehended,  would  never  lessesi 
the  value  of  his  writings. 

Wednesdat,  November  20. 

Another  ini^mber,  to  wit,  Archibald  McBrtds, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced  bis  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified;  and  took  bis  seat. 

Mr.  LiTTLn  presented  a  memorial  of  tbe  repre- 
sentatives of  tbe  religious  society  of  Friends,  of 
tbe  yearly  mating  held  in  Baltimore,  for  tbe 
Western  Shore  of  Mar^riand,  the  adjacent  parts 
of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Ohio,  stating  that 
an  eit^sive  traffic  is  carried,  on  in  negroes  and 
people  of  color,  froqi  the  Middle  to  tbe  Southern 
States,  in  violatiott  jof  the  law  prohibiting  tbe 
Africhn  slave  trade ;  and  tbat  many  free  people 
of  color  are  kidnapped,  carried  offj  and  held  in 
slavery,  by  persons  engaged  in  the  traffic  above 
mentioned,  and  pravlng  the  interferejiee  of  Con- 
gress tbereib.— Referred  to  tbe  Committee  of 
Compierce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Dawbon,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eighth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  ap- 

gMTtionmeat  6f  representatives  among  the  several 
tates,  according  to  tbe  third  enumeration;  iirhich 
war  ttaA  tw4oe,  and-  coi^mitted  to  «  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  to-raorrbw. 

Mr.  PofNOBXTEftpr^sented  a  petition  of  tbe  in- 
habitants of  West  Fjorida,  prayin|^,  for  the  rea- 
sons th>rein  stated,  that  West  Flonda  foe  annezed 
to,  and  governed  by.  tbe  laws  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory^d — Ordarea  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  stated  that  tbe  present  compensa- 
tion to  witnesses  who  are  compelled  to^appear  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  is  very  inadequati^. 
Several  distressjng.cases  of  this  kind  had  occurred 
in  Pennsylvania*  To  remedy  the  erii,  Mr.  M. 
proposed  tbe  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 
'  «  ftmoh^dp  Tbat  a  oommittae  be  appointed  lo  in- 
qairs  into  th^  aipediancy  of  provi^|ingy  by  Uvr>  for  the 
compensstian  (^.witosssts  bi)d  under  rscogoissnce  to 
giviB  testksonjin  erisdihai  prcMecutioas  in -courts  of  the 
United' Sutes,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise." 

Agreed,  to,  and  a  committee  of  three  anpointed, 
viz :  Mr.  Milnor,  Mr.  QaoLsoif,  and  Mr.  Met- 

CALP. 

.    XauaapAY,  November  2U 
Another  member,  to  <vlt:  BuauA  R.  Porm, 
from  Rhode  Island,  app^red,  produced  bis  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  SnTBEaT  presented  a  petition  of  John  H. 
and  Joseph  Cresson,  merchants,  of  Philadelphia, 
to  tbe  same  effect  with  the  petition  of  William 
Deanr-^Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  FiN0LET»  from  the  Comhiittee  of  Elec- 
tions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Tnliaferro,  contesting  the  election  of  John  P. 
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HuNOB«roBD,  made  a  report  thereoa ;  which  was 
tcttd,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  tlie  Whole 
on  Monday  next.  . 

Mr.  LEWia  preseDted  a  petitioo  of  Rebecca 
Hodgfoo/  widow  and  admiai^tratfix  of  Joseph 
Hodf SOB,  deceased,  praying  compensatioa  forthe 
loss  of  a  brick  house,  the  property  of  the  petition- 
er's husband,  which  was  leased  to  the  €k)vern- 
ment  to  be  occupied  as  an  office  for  the  War  De- 
partment, and  was  burned  dowii  Whilst  in  the 
occupancy  aforesaid. — Referred  to  the  Comtnittce 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Setbert,  from  the  Committee  of  ^Retisal 
and  Unfinished)  Basiness,  made  a  report;  lo  part, 
of  such  matters  of  business  as  were  depending 
and  undetermined  at  the  closaof  the  last  ses^on 
of  Congresa. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

On  motion  pf  Mr.  Rhea,  the  House  took  op  for 
GODsideratton  the  resolution  which  he  ba4  sub- 
mitted some  days'^ago,  proposing  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures' to 
inquire  into  the  ^^xpediencv  of  layioff  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  coarse  n^anufacttires  of  hemp,  flax, 
and  cotton^ 

This  resolution  produced  a  long  desultory  de* 
bate,  which  occupied  the  House  the  whole  of  the 
day.  without  coming  to  i^ny  desoision  upon  it. 

Mr.  ^TAMFoan,  on  the  ground  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  had  al- 
ready this  subject  undef  considenatibn^  moTcd  ap 
indennite  postponement  of  the-'resqlptioo. 

This  motion  was  negatiFf  dw  56  to  48. 

Mr.  Kino  proposed  an  amendment.  He  ex- 
pressed himself  friendly  to  the  rcMlution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  and  to  the  eactxucaffe- 
ment  of  domestic  manufacturea  generally.  ,  His 
amencknent  was  in  the  following  words: 

<<  And  also  into  the  expediency  ^f  laying  a  duty  en 
Ihe  importation  of  salt,  with  autherity  to  report  bjr  bill 
or  otherwiM?'  ,        '     * 

Mr.  K.  observed,  that  this  was  an  article  of 
general  consumption,  and  fts  manufacture  ought 
to  be  encouraged ;  as  it  waa  koowa  what  difficul- 
ties this  country  had  experieneed,and^mi^ta|<ain. 
experience,  when  plaeea  in  a  situation  ^n  which 
a  sufficiency  of  salt  could  not  be  obtained.  He 
lioped.  therefore,  hie  amendment  would  be  agreed 
to.      ' 

Mr.  Smilie  was  afraid  the  House  was  getting 
into  a  practice  that  would  produce  great  trouble 
and  confusion,  by  departing  from  the-  usual  and 
aettled  mode  of  proceeding.  It  had  hlways  been 
deemed  irregular,  When  a  subject  Was  eomnriitted, 
to  bring  it  forward  i a  the  House  before' the  oom- 
mittee  made  its  report.  Look  at  our  situation, 
aaid  he.  A  gentleman  proposes  a  tax  on  mann- 
ftctuf es  of  cotton^  another  on  salt,  fiyery  gen- 
tleman has  his  favorite  manufacture  which  be 
wishes  encouraged,  so  that  an  armful  of  resolu- 
tions will  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  this  com- 
mittee. Mr.  S.  said  he  was  friendly  to  the  man- 
ufactures of  our  coimtry,and  was  willing  to  give 
them  every  aid ;  but  he  did  not  wish^  in  doing 
this,  to  break  through  established  rules.    If  gen- 


tlemen wodld  suspend  their  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject until  the.Coimnittee  of  Commerce  and  Ma»- 
ufactures  make  thetf  report,  they  will  then  have 
a  fair  opportunity  of  delivering  their  sentimeola 
fully,  and  of  supporting  such  particular  madufac 
tures  as  they'  may  deem  of  moat  importance  to 
the  country.  He  hoped  that  neither. 4 be  amand- 
ment  nor  the  resolution  would  be  agreed  to. 
.  Mr.  ALaroN  considered  the  jgentleaum  horn, 
Pennsylvania  mistaken  as  to  the  role  and  practice 
of  the  House.  If  the  ddctrine  whielt  he  main- 
tains were  correct,  gentlemen  might'  be  defoated 
in  ejecting  the  objects  which  tbcy  have  in  vtawu 
It  was  jonljF  to  refer  a.  subject  toa  comnuttce ;  and 
if  a  majonty  of  that  eommitttee  wvre  ualiriipAdly, 
and  either '&iled  to  report,' or  repatted  ininlicaUy, 
the  friends  of  the  measure  might  be  deltatad, 
though  there  were  a  majoiity  in  the  House  ia  its 
fiivoTk  it  was  a  coinmon  practice,  Mr.  A*  aaid,  to 
refer  a  subject  genefally  to  a  conraiittee,  and 
afterwards  instruct  them;  bjr  resolutiitm;  aa  to  par- 
ticular hrauches  of  the  subject. 

Mt.  Newtom  (the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  ManolMtureB^  said,  the  subject 
of  manufacturesr  was  coasidered  aa  being  gener- 
ally bbfore  them,  and  he  knew  it  lo  be  the  inten- 
tion of  the  coflMiitctee  to  take  up  the  natter  coM^ 
prehensively ;  and  if  any  gentleman  6haU  think 
proper  togive  them  information  respecttng  amy 
particular  manu^M^ore,  either  orally  or  ia  writiof , 
they,  will  be  glad  to  receive  it.  Mr.  N.  thought 
thegentlemanfr^m  North  Carolina  (Mr.  A L«TdHj[ 
was  mistaken,  When  he  said  that  a  committee 
had  the  power  of  defeating  the  purposes  of  uMaiH 
bare;  because,  whenever  a  report  waa  made,  it 
was  in  the  power  of  a  majority  of  tbe  House  to 
itmend  it,  and  make  it  just  what  they,  pleaae. 

Mr.  €lutN0Y,wa8  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
offered'  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroliaa, 
(Mr.  Kilt  Of)  and  thanked  him  for  bringing  it'6ia- 
ward*  9ome  of  his  constituents,  jgo/em  who  lited 
on  the  sandbanks  of  the  o)uairyi  were  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  manufacti^e  of  salt,  and  ban  bean 
nearly  ruiaed  by  the*  repeal  of  the  ^«ty  on  that 
article.  He  was  friendly  to  a  duty  on  edit,  aa  it 
was  more  equal  and  less  felt  iat  the  payment  than 
any  other,  and  he  had  alwaya  thpug^  it  stvnofe 
that  the  duty  hnd  been  repealed. 

Ui*.  Macon  thought  the  propoeitioQ  to  tax  this 
necessary  of  life,  At  a  timewiien  it  is  prohnblcwB 
may  fiad  a  difficulty  in  procuring  it  in  aufficiemt 
^nantity,  waa  vecy  illHi|ned.  The  lepnl  ol  this 
duty  had  been  cialled  atfange.  He  thovght  it 
would  bave  been  more. strange  had  Coogreas  con- 
tinned  the  duty  when  theTreasiiry  was  not  in 
need  of  the  money  arising  fVoaa  it.  If  th«ra  wmi 
any  thing  atrange  in  the  business,  it  ww  tint 
there  should  Imve  been  any  opposition  to  the  to- 
peal.  Mr.-M»  agreed  with  the  remark  made  by  a 
getftkuHMi  from  Massachusetts  some  days,  an 
that  taxes,  to  be  just,  ought  to  be  equal.  WooM 
a  tax  on  salt,  l^e  asked«  he  ^  equal  7  It*  oer^iniy 
would  not.  People  on  the  seacoast  wobld  net 
feel  it.  Their  cattle  would  refuse  it,  if  given  to 
them.  The  interior  of  the  country^  the  people 
from  Bast  to  West,  woqld  have  to  hear  tbe  weight 
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of  this  tat,  BvLt  the  ^^otfepian  frdm  Massachu- 
setts says  the  repeaHngr  of  this  duty  ruiaed  his 
constituents,  who  lire  on  the  sandbanks  of'  tiie 
conntry.  He  would  not  constnt,  however,  to  tax 
the  p^ple  of  bis  part  of  the  eoootrr,  lirine  on 
sandhills,  y)  support  that  gentleman's  sandbank 
constituents^ 

But  thi^  dutVj  it  is  said,  is  to  be  )aid  to  en- 
courage manuractures.  Why  this  greit  cry  about 
domestic  manufactures?  He  thought  they  had 
already  sufficient  encouragement  from  the  present 
situation  of  things.  The  President  had  recom- 
mended the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Bouse,  apd  he  had  no  doubt  the  committee,  to 
Irhom  it  had  been  referred,  .woald  do  w^t  is 
proper  on  the  subject.  Mr,  M.  wished  tp.  know 
fbr  what  purpose  this  additional  duty  is  i^anted. 
If,  said  he,  it  be  t»anted  fo^  g^infi^  to  war^let  u^ 
kuow  it.  For  his  part,  he  bad  oeard  so  much 
about  war  formerly,  that  he  hardly  thought  we 
should jB[et  at  it  now. 

Mr.  M.^^id,  on  ^  former' 'bccasi on,  when  the 
country  wa^  in  a  si^uatidn  soipethtng  like  the 
present,  a  gentleman  frord  Yirginfa  wan  so  alarm'^ 
cd  lest  ^It  sufficient  Could  not  be  had,  that  he 
proposed  a  bounty, on. its  importation.  Wirat, 
said  Bfr.  M.,  will  be  the  effi^ct.  of  a  proposition 
lor  taxing  salt  in  the  country  ?  He  had  no  doubt 
tbat,  in  the  Southern  States,  St  would  imme- 
diately raise  the  price  of  the  article  at  Petersbuiv 
and  rayettefille.  On  this  account,  he  hoped,  n 
ihe  House  did  not  mean  to  lay  a  tax  on  ^ait,  tnat 
the  proposition  would  bd  immediately  discarded. 
For  himself,  he  would  sooner  consent  to  a  land 
or  poll  tax  than  tf  tax  on  salt. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  a  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lution until  the  first  Monday  in  Februarv  oext. 

This  motion  was  debated  at  some  ledgtn.  Some 
trho  wished  to  vote' fbr  it^  wished  the  proposhfon 
lor  a  tax  on  salt  to  be  disconnected  w;th  the  ori- 
ginal proposition. 

Mr.  King  withdrew  his  amendmeot.  But  he 
Could  not  help  expressing  his  astonishment  at  the 
alarm  which, had  been  excited  by  a  mere  propo* 
sittoo  to  submit  aa  inquiry  to  a  committee.  He 
did  not  propose  to  tax  saft,  but  he  wished  the  sub- 
ject to  have  been  committed,  that  a  report  might 
Mve  beea  had  on  the  subjectt  He  was  far  from 
dasiriog  to  benefit  one  part  of  the  csiiBtrT  to  the 
iBjory  of  another,  or  from  offering  any  disrespect 
to  the  Commitlea  of  Commerce  and  Maaallio- 
Uires;  but  he  wished  to  tee  how  far  Congress 
were  disposed  to  encourage  ihe  niauufactores  of 
4Nir  country  in  prelietene^  to  those  of  foreigB  oa- 


Mr.  BuKWBLL'Was  of  opinion  that  the  proposed 
fOBtpoaenieirf  would  not  answer  the  porfKwe  in^ 
tended ;  for,  when  the  day  arrived  to  which  the 
ftsohHioo  was  referred)  the  g^tleman-from  Ten- 
nessee wouM  DOt  fail  to  call  it  up,  perhaps,  twenty 
tftees  in  the  course  of  the  session.  He  had^aid 
he  would  stick  by  it,  and  no  one  would  doubt  his 
perseverance  to  obtain  his  object.  Mr.  B.  thought 
ll  would  be  the  better  course,  ahd  would  save 
much  trouble  in  the  House,  to  refer  this,  and 
every  other  resolution  of  the  kind  which  might 


be  offered..  It  would  be  showing  respect  to  the 
movers,  would  not  decide  upon  their  merits,  and 
the  committee  would  act  upon  them  as  thev 
thought  proper.  If  a  contrarr  course  be  pursueo, 
gentlemen  who  wish  to  call  toe  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  particular  kinds  of  manufacture,  will 
have  to  be  constantly  troubling  the  committer  to 
whom  the  subject  is  referred,  which  mighl  prove 
very  unpleasant,  both  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
mit^ and  to  the  gentlemen  who  felt  it  their  duty 
to  apply  to  them.  He  hoped  the  House  would^ 
therefore,  act  upon  the  resolution. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  negatived 
by  yeas  and  nays— ©4  to  46. 

The  resolution  came  again  under  consideration. 
Sjucc^ive  amendments  were  made  to  it.  The 
word  eoaT$e  was  stniek  out,  and  the  articles  of 
wool  and  lead  were  iadded.  Salt  was  again  pro* 
posed  by  Mr.  Q^uincy,  but  negatived — 59  to  54. 
Iron  wire  and  files  were  proposed  to  be  added ; 
but  the  U'^ual  hour  of  adjournment  hav fug  arrived, 
a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn,  before 
the  question  on  this  proposition  was  decided. 

.  Frioat,  November  9t. 

Another  member,  to  wit ;  Edwin  Gray,  from 
Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified^  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER,  from  the  committee  appoint* 
ed  the  fourteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Josiab  H.  Webb  \  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Key  presented  li  petition  of  John  Dillon, 
of  the  State  of  Marvland,  stating  that  bis  schoon- 
er, called  the  *^  Racnael^''  was  seized,  libelled,  and 
condemned  in'  the  district  courr  of  Orleans,  for  a 
supposed  violation  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  that, 
upon  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  was  reversefl,  and  resthu* 
tion  ordered  ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  paid 
the  amount  for  which  the  said  vessel  was  sold 
under  the  order  of  the  said  court  of  Orleans. — 
Referred  to  the  Committed  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Stow  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  and  the  heirs  of  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  served  in  the  British  army  in  Ame- 
rica, in  >the  war  between  GK'eat  Britain  and 
France,  which  commenced  in  1755,  residing  in 
Jefferson  county.  State  of  New  York,  prayinr 
that  their  claims  to  lands  for  services  in  the  said 
war  may  be  investigated,  and  that  they  may  re- 
ceive grants  for  whate? er  portion  may  be  found 
due  to  them. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Lewis,  fVom  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Anthony  Crease ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbybert,  a  committee  of 
three  memt>ers  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the 
Senate,  shall  have  the  application  of  the  money 
appropriated  by  the  "Act  making  a  farther  ap> 
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pr^priatioD  for  the  support  of  a  Library,"  passed 
the  21st  of  February,  1806;  and  Messrs.  Set- 
BERT,  Lowndes,  and  CtuiNcx,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Gold,  from  the  coiiunittee  appointed  the 
13th  iostant,  presested  a  bill  providing  for  the 
more  coDvenient  takin|[  of  affidavits  and  bail  in 
cinl  causes  depending  m  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  i  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buhw«ll,  John  Taliaferro, 
who  has  contested  the  election  of  John  P.  Hun^ 
qebfobd,  had  leave  to  occupy  a  seat  on  the  floor 
of  the  Bouse,  for  the  pui^oiie  of  being  heard,  in 
person,  when  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  con- 
tested election  shall  be  under  consideration. 

APPORTIONl^BNT  OP  REPRB8ENTATIVB8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolred 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
for  apportioning  the  Representatives  among  the 
several  States,  according  to  the  third  enumera- 
tion. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  the  question  on  Bll- 
ing  the  blanks  occurred.  The  first  was  in  rela- 
tion to  the  numbier  of  inKabitants  lor  each  Rep- 
resentative; when 

Mr.  Dawson  observed,  that  he  was  instructed 
bj^the  committee  who  directed  him  to  report  tfkis 
bill,  to  propose  filling  the  blank  with  the  words 
forty  thousand;  but  he  should  himself  Vote 
against  filling  the  blaok  with  this  number,  be- 
cause it  would  deprive  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
of  one-half  of  her  present  Representatives;  it 
would  deprive  Connecticut  and  Maryland  each 
of  one  member,  and  Virginia  of  two.  He  should, 
therefore,  be  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with 
37,000,  as  this  number  would  not  deprive  any 
State  of  a  Representative,  and  it  would  onlv  in- 
crease the  present  number  of  Representatives  trbm 
142  to  180. 

Mr.  RiDGELT,  from  Delaware,  hoped  the  blank 
would  not  be  filled  with  40,000.  He  was  in  favor 
of  filling  it  with  35,000,  which  he  thought  would 
do  more  equal  justice  to  all  the  States  than  any 
other  number,  and  would  leave  less  fractional 
numbers.  This  number  would  give  two  members 
to  the  State  he  represented ;  a  greater  number 
would  leave  a  very  large  fraction.  If  35,Q00  were 
agreed  upon,  it- would  give  the  House  181  mem- 
bers, which,  he  thought,  could  not  be  considered 
as  an  extravagant  member.  Mr.  R.  ur^ed  the 
propriety  of  thus  filling  the  blank,  at  considerable 
length. 

Mr.  Potter  spoke  of  the  hardship  which  the 
State  which  he  represented  (Rhode  Island)  would 
experience,  if  the  number  proposed  should  be 
agreed  to.  Mr.  P.  thought  such  treatment,  from 
her  sister  States,^ould  illy  requite  the  great  ex- 
ertions of  her  citizens  during  the  Revolution,  or 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  enterprise  of' 
his  constituents,  which  was  at  least  equal  to  that 
of  any  State  in  the  Union.  He  hoped,  in  order 
to  afford  time  for  deliberation  on  this  subject,  that 
the  Committee  would  rise^  and  report  progress. 
He  made  this  motion  i  which  was  negatived. 


The  (question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  40,000,  and  negatived — ayes  60,  noea 
53.  .         ^ 

Mr.  Dawson  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
the  wards  37,000. 

Mr.  Andebson  moved  39,000. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  in  favor  of  a  smaller  number* 
He  thought  the  reasons  ofiTered  by  the  genilemaa 
iVom  Delaware,  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with 
35,000,  were  deserving  of  attbnti<^n,  and  spoke  at 
some  liei^h  in  favor  of  this  number. 

Q^uestions  were  severally  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  39,000,  38,000,  and  37,000,  and  nega- 
tived ;  the  last  by  one  vote  only. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  35,0Q0,  and 
carded— 69  votes  being  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 
The  other  hianks  in  the  bill  would  be  easily  filled 
in  the  House,  after  the  number  of  inhabitants  to 
each  Representative  should  be  definitivelr  set- 
Ued.  . 

The  Committee  loee  accordingly,  and  look  ,up 
the  report.    ^  ^  /  ^ 

Mr.  .SMlLi&^voted"  in  Conimittee  of  the  Whole 
in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with  37,000,  in  ordec^ 
to  aceomoaodate  ihose  States  which  would  suSet 
by  havinff  the  blank  filled  with  40,000,  though  he 
thought  that  num|ber  would  be  best;  but  as  he 
found  the  members  from  thosevery  States  voted 
against  37,000,  and  in  favor  of  a  smaller  numberi 
he  should,  now  be  in  favor  of  40,000. 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Riogb- 
LT,  Mr.  FisK,  and  Mr.  Widoery,  spoke  in  favor 
of  agreeing  to  the  repdrt,  and  Mr.  J.  Randolpb 
against  it,  and  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with 
37,000,  the  question  on  filling  the  blank  with 
35,000,  was  taken  and  negatived^yeas  48,  naya 
76„  as  follows : 

YxAs— Daniel  Av^,  Jfosiah  BartleU;  Abgah  Bige- 
low,  Adam  Boyd,  El^ah  Brigham,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Epaphroditus  ChampioD,  Langdon  Cheves,  Mardn 
Chitteaden,  John  Darenport,  jfui.,  Smnuel  Dinsmoort 
Elias  Earie,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fislc« 
Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  I^.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Kev,  Lyman  Law» 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Jamea.  Mifnor,  Samuel  L* 
MitchiU,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jon.,. 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  ElishaJR.  Potter,  Jo* 
siahQuincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Ebe- 
ne^er  Seaver,  Samuel  Bttaw,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  George 
BnlliVan,  Saaiaet  Taggart,  Benjam^  TaUmadge,  Uri 
Tra^,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton* 
Leonard  White»  and  WUhaas  Widgery. 

Nats— WiUk  Akton, Jan.,  William  Andereon,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard^'Burwell  Bae* 
-sctt^  Wilham  W«  Bibb,  Harmanns*  Bleeoker,  Thomas 
Blount,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Biown.  WilUaaa 
A.  BnrweU,  WUliam  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
01opton,Srhomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit.  William 
Crawlbrd,  Roger  Dayi%  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deahar 
William  Fmme^,  MeshackFrankfio^  Thomas  Gholsout 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Gkuody.  AyleU  Hawea»  Ja* 
cob  Hufty,  John  P.  Hungerford,  John  M.  Hyneman» 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
Jiefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Mooie,  Archi- 
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bald  McBnrde,  Wnfiam  McCoy,  Sainael  McKee,  Alox- 
ander  Mcmm,  Aranah  Metealf,  James  Morgan*  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelion,  Anthony  New;  Tltomas 
NewboM,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  WilBam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jnn.,  John 
Bandolph,  John  Bhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
William  Redman,*  ^benecer  8a^e,  Thomas  6ammonB> 
John  SeTier,  Adam  Seybert,  Joka  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith, 
J<^n  8nttth,  Richard  0tanifor^,,8ilaa  8tow,  William 
Btnmgt  Peleg  TaHmant  George  Troup,  Chsis.  Tosner, 
jun.,  Robert  Whitehili,  David  R*  Williams,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Ridiard  Winn. 

Mr.  Troup  moved  lo  iill  the  said  blank  with 
the  words  ^^  forty  tbousaiid,"  and  the  qoestion  be- 
iojg  taken,  it  was  determined  ii^  the  h^gatite — 
yeas  50,  nays  73,  as  folloW9 : 

YxAS— Willis  Abton,  junior^  William  Anderson, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartle«t>  William 
W.  Bibb,  HarmaniM  Bleedkcrr,  Thom^  Bbnat,\Rob- 
ert  Brown,  William  A.  Barwell,  John  C.  Caiboan^ 
Langdon  Cheves,' Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Coiidit,  Wil^ 
llam  Orawibrd,  Iloger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,'  William 
Findley,  Meshack  Franklini  Felix  Grundy;  Boiling 
HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
William  R*  King,  Abner  Laco<^,  William  Lowndes, 
Aavon  Lyle.  Nathaniel  Macon,  Charge  C.  Maxwell, 
Archibald  McBiyde,  Samnel  McKee, Samuel  L.  Mitch* 
ill,  James  Morgan,  Thomas  Newbol4  Israfel  Pickens, 
Wniiam  Piper,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  William  Strong,'  Feleg  Tallman,  G^rge  M. 
Ttoap,  CharlOT  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehili,  David 
R.  Williams,  and  Thoiaas  Wilsons  '  '  • 

NAT»-^tevensoir  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Burwell 
Baseett,  Ablfah  Blgelow,  Adam  Boyd,  James^reeken^ 
ridge,  EHjah'Brigham,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Mari;iTi,  Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  Thooias 
B»  Cooke,  John  JDavenport,  jun^  Jo^n  Dawson,  Sam* 
nd  Dinsmoor,  EUas  Earle,  William  Ely,  Jas.  Emott, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholsgo,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Petersoi^  Goodwyn^  Edwih  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  P.  Hungerford,' 
Richard  Jackson,  junior^  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^  Robert 
Le  Roy  Llvingstoa,  Thomas  Mbore^  William  McCoy, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  metcalf,  James  Milnor, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0«  Moseley,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  j^n.,  Benjamm 
Pond,  Eiisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quinoy,  John  Randolph, 
William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Se- 
vier, George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard!  Stanford, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  Sullivan,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjaihin  Talhnadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Wm.  Widgery^ 
and  Rkbard  Winn.  .  ' 

Mr.  Tract  moved  to  fill  tbe  said  blank  with 
*  thirty-eight  thousand  5"  and  the  question  there- 
on being  taken,  was  also  determined  in  the  nega^ 
tive. 

Mr,  Dawson  then  moved,  that  the  said^hlank 
be  filled  with  the  words ''  thirty-seveb  thousand  f 
and  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  was  resolv- 
ed in  the  affirmative— yeas  102,  nays,  18,  as  fol* 
lows: 

Teas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Exekiel  Bacon,  Pavid 


Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Barwiell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bige- 
low,  HarmanusBleedcer,  Thomas  Blount,  Jas.  ^reck* 
enridge,  Eltfah  Brtgham,  I^obert  Brown,  William  A. 
BurweU,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  I^wia 
Con<|U,  William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  junior* 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joeeph  Desha,  Bliaa 
Earle,  Willian^  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thoa. 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grun- 
dy, Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  HuAy,  John  P. 
Hungeribrd,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  WUliam  R.  Kin&  Abner 
Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Jose]^  Lewis, 
jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lvie,  NaUianiel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
Jdamuel  M'cKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
James  MiUior,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moselcv,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper^Timbthyritkin,  junior, 
Jamei  Pleasants,  jnrtitfr,  Beatamin  Pond,  Eiisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jon- 
athan^ Roberts^  ^illiam  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  John  SmiUe,  Geo^ 
Smith,  John  Sinitfa,  Richard  Stanford,  SiUn  Stow, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Bei^amin  TaUmadge,  Peleg  Tall* 
man,  Uri  Tracy,  Geoi^  M.  Troqp,  Charles  Turner, 
jkin.,  pierke  Va|i  Cortlandt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R.  Williaitos,  Wm.  Widgery, 
Thomas  Wjlson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

N^Ts— William  W.  Bibb,  Ad^m  Boyd,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Jas. 
Fisk,  Isaiah  L.'Green,  BoUing  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
James  Morgan,  Josiah  Quincy,  Henry  M.^  Ridgely,  Eb- 
enezer Seaver,  Abam  Soybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  William 
Strong,  George  Sullivan,  and  Samuel  Taggart. 

Mr.  Da W80H.  moved  to  fill  the  other  blanks  in 
the  bill,  as  follow:  New  Hampshire,  five  mem- 
bers; Massachusetts,  eighteen;  Vermont,  five; 
JElhode  Island,  two;  Connecticut,  seven;  New 
York,  twenty-five  ;  New  Jersey,  six  j  Pennsylva- 
nia, twenty-one ;  Delaware,  one ;  Maryland,  nine; 
Virginia,  twenty-two ;,  North  OaroUnal  thirteen ; 
South  Carolina,  nine;  Georgia,  Qve;  Kentucky, 
ten  ;  Ohio,^ix ;  and  Tennessee,  six. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Monday,  Noveo^er  25. 

I'he  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  ^^Aet  to  establish  tbe  Treasury 
Department.'' — Referred  to  the*  Committee  of 
Wavs  and  Means. 

Mr.  Avery,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
.the  fourteenth  instanf,  presented  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Burn  ham ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to* 
morrow.  ' 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Poindbxter, 

Resolved^  That  bo  much  of  the  petition  of  rhe 

inhabitants  of  West  Florida,  as  relates  to  the 

I  annexation  of  that  Province  to  the  Mississippi 

I  Territory,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
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on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Coaoeil  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  i^aid  Territory,  (iray- 
iDg  admiiisi'oQ  tDt6  the  iJnioii  oa  An  equal  Cootibg 
with  tbe  original  States;  attd'that  zo  rtluck  c^ 
the  said  petition  as  relates  to  land  olaims,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Comniittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  roenssge  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  .*'to  authorize 
the  s.urveying  and  "marking 'of  certain  roads  in 
the  State  of  ^hio,  as  cpntemplated  by  the  Treatv 
of  Brownstown.  in  the  Territory  of  Mi'cbigan;'' 
and  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House  therein. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  bill  for  the  appartionmeojt  of  representa- 
tives according  to  the  third  enumeration  of  the 
(people  of  the  United  States  was  read  a  third 
time;  and  dn  the  question,  *'  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Bibb  rnoved  to  recommit  the  bi^K  with  a 
view  to  substitute  another  ratio  fqr  thato4  whicb 
it  is  now.  piredicated: 

The  motion  was  supported  at  considerable 
length  by  Mr.  Q^uiRcy,  as  also  by  Mr,  Key  and 
Mr.  WiDOfiRY.and  Mr*  Smiub,  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  Ra^kdolpb.  '     \ 

The  motion  for. recommitment  was  lout— yeas 
56,  nays  72/ as  follows : 

Yea» — William  Anderson,  Daniel  Averj,  Ezekiel 
Bacon,  Joiiah  B|irtlett,  W9K&m  W.  Bibb,  Abijah 
Bigelow,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Adam  Bojd,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  Martin  CMttenden,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Oondit,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel  Dinsr 
moor,  WUHam  BIy,  James  Emott,  William  Findlej^ 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitcfa,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  BolHng  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  S(Am  A*  Harper,  Jofan 
M.  Hyneman,  PfaiKp  B.  Key,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
alon,  Aaron  Lyie,  George  C/  Maxwell,  Arunah  Met- 
ealf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchiil,'  Benjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Joaiah  Quuicy,  WiUiam  Reed, 
Henry  M«  Ridgely,  Williatn  Rodman,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons,  Ebenezer  8eaver,Adaiti  Seybert,  Samuel,  ShaWy 
John  Smilif,  George  Smith,  Stlas  Stow,  William 
Strong,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Peleg  Tall- 
man,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt, Jon.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  aiid 
William  Widgery, 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blacks 
ledge,  Thomai  Blount,  James  Breckenridge,  William 
A.  Bufwell,  WOliam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion.  Langdon  Cheves,  John  CloptoU, 
WiUiam  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  0aw- 
aon,  Joseph  Desb^,  Elias  Earle,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray, 
Felix  Grundy,  Ay lelt  Hawes,  Jacob  '  Hufty,  John  P. 
fiungerford,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Joseph  Kent,  William  B.  King,  Abnto  Lacock, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  lames  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel 
PiidLens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James 
Pleasants,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Sam* 
uel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea.  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Jo^n  8mit|i, 


Rick^trd  Stanlprd*  Lewis  B.  Stuiyes,  Benjamin  Tidl* 
madge;  Robert  WhitehiU^  Pavid  E.  WilKaoM,  Hioraas 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Thequeatroo  was  then  tajken  on  the  pasaage  of 
tlie  bill,  and  resolved  in  the  affrma'uVe. 

MILITARY  CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT. 

Mr.'RANDOLFH  prefaced  a  motion  on  thiaaub' 
ject  by  G^serving  that  he  trusted  it^was  oneoa 
which  there  vvoold  be  no  difference  of  opiuion. 
The  subject  had  before  now  been  agitated  in  the 
House,  and  had  4)een  spoken  of  at  least,  if  not 
formally  broug-ht  before  tbe  Committee  pf  For-* 
eign  I^elatioas;  but- deeming  it  more  specificallf 
to  belong  to  the  committee  on  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  relating  to  our  military  af- 
faics,  he  wished  to.  give  it  th^  direction.  If  they 
were,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  Executive^ 
to  increase  th^  standing  military  force,  to  Author* 
ize  the  President  to  accept  the  services  of  voliin- 
teer  compamies^  and  to  call  out  detachmenu  of 
militia;  in  other  vvwds,  if  there  ^is  tbe  alighteat 
probability  that  the  |)ublic  force  of  tiie  country 
vfpuld  be  brought  into  action;  the  first  st^p  to  be 
taken  mq'st  be  to  amend  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  50  as  to  abolish  the  .use  of  the  lash.  Al- 
thou^l^  the  vagraiits  picked  up  in  alehouses  and 
tippling  shops  might  submit  to  t(\is  degradation, 
it  was  well  known,  Mr.  .R.  said,  that  the  yeo- 
u^anry  6f  xbe  country  would  not;  and  he  woiild 
venture  to  say  that,  formidable  as  thev  would  b^ 
t6  an  enemy  in  the  field,  they  would  /prove  more 
hO  to  their  ojCcers  if  this  sort  of  military  dis- 
cipline were  attempted  to  be  introduced  amoog 
them.  He  retaairked  also  that,  notwithstanding 
all  that  could  be  said  by  miliary  coxcombs,  by 
tbe  sticklera  ijpr  the  old  system,  experience  had 
proved  that  flogcitig  was  not  essential  to  the ^ 
stricteet  tnilitary  diseipline.  He,  therefore,  moved, 

*<Thit  the  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  ap 
much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  flHing 
the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  the  regu- 
lar troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary  force,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  M^hat  alteration  is  necessary 
in  the  act,  entitled  <An  act  for  establishing. rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
SUtes.*' 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday;  November  26. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  th*e  eighteenth  instant  to  inquire  what 
provision  ou^ht  to  be  made  for  the  locattoo  of 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa 
tbe  table.  . 

Mr.  Newton  made  a  favorable  report  on  tbe 
memorial  of  'Stephen  Kingston,  merchant  of 
Philadelphia;  which  was  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  the  petition  of  3hip- 
man.  Dennison,  and  Co.,  merchants  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  stating  their  having  in  Oc- 
tober 1810,  previous  to  the  issuing  of  the  Presi* 
dent's  proclamatioo,  shipped  a  cargo  of  horaee, 
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males,  dbc,  to.  Sftfila  Croz.  wUicb.  according^  to 
costotii^  bad  been  ina mediately  tbere  sold  for 
West  lodia  prod  ace,  payable  in  Marcb  followioff, 
wben  the  iroportatioQ  of  the  same  into  \be United 
States  was  interdicted;  and  praying^  tbat  tbey 
may  be  permitted  to  .import  the  same,  the  non- 
importation law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
— Referred'to  tbe  Committee  of  Commer<iQ  and 
Manufactures. 

The. bill  from  thje  Senate  authpriziosr  the  sur- 
veying and  marking  certain  rands  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  Browns- 
town,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  H.  Webb  (a 
person  disabled  by  a  wound  whilst  eogaj^d  in 
conveying  the  mail  of  the  United  Sutes)  w^nt 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  by  the  House  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

•  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Crease  went 
through  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  and  Was, 
after  some  objections,  reported  to  the  House, 
who  reAised  to  pass  it  to  a  third  reading,  51  to  48, 

[The  bill  went  to  eaable  said  Crease,  «n  alien, 
%t  his  hetts^  to  h^ld  real  estate  within  this  Dis- 
Uict.] 

Mr.  NcLson  presented  the  petition  of  the 
PfOleataotBpiseopal  Church  of  the  town  of  At- 
•■andria,  praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation. 
[A  bill  for  earrying  fnto  effect  the  prayer  of  a 
amilar  petitioo,  it  wiil  be  recollected,  was  at  the 
Jast  sestion  rejected  by  the  President  of  the  XTni- 
t^  States.]  The  memorial,  which  is  very  long, 
uTas  read  and  referred  td  tbe  Comm^ittee  of  the 
District  of  Cnhimbia. 

Mr.  RBBAvoffered  the  following  resolntion, 
gfving  as  a  reason  for  it,  the  doubts  which  seem 
to  hang  over  the  subject : 

'  Rtmmtdj  That  the  Commtttee  on  Indian  Affairs  be 
faistmcied  to  inqaire,  whether.the  laws  of  the  United 
S^tes,  or  the  latrs  of  the  respective  States  and  Territo- 
ries, do  extend  over  parts  of  States  and  Territories, 
iitoated  respectively  adjacent  to  the  United  States, 
and  to  which  the  Indian  ^tle  is  not  extinct,  aad  in 
what  manner,  and  to  what  extenf,  and  report  their 
opinion  thereoti. 

On  the  sujrgestion  of  Mr.  Lacook  who  re- 
marked on  the  number  of  resolutions  of  this  kind 
already  befbre  the  House,  tb^  resduiion  was, 
with  the  consent  of  the  mover,  ordered  t6  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.^PoiNoCXTER,  after  observing  that  the  reso- 
lution already  before  the  House  on  the  subject 
was  not  suffitciently  comprehensive,  moved  the 
following  resolution : 

Kesok^,  That  the  eomfnittee  appointed  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
as  relates  to  Indian  afiairs,  be  instructed  to  inqnire 
into  the  expedient^  of  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  and  inferior  courts 
of  the  Territories  thereof,  over  those  parts  of  the  several 
States  .and  Territories  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not 
been  extthguished,  so  as  to  authorise  said  courts  to 
take  cognixanoe  of  aU  cases,  civil  and  criminal,  against 
any  citixen  or  citisens,  or  other  person  or  persons,  (In- 
sane excepted,)  resident  or  being  within  the  Indian 
boundary. 


This  resolution,  on  tbe  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rb^a, 
who  had  preriou^ly^  offered  a  resolution  on  the 
same  subject,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

imprb;8sed  seamen. 

.    Mr.  LiTFLE  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Ruoived,  That  the  Presidtnt  of  the  United  Stotes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  befbre  this  House,  as 
far  as  practicable,  a  Ust  of  the  whole  number  of  per«> 
sons  impressed,  seized,  and  otherwise  nnlawftilly  taken 
from  on  board  vessels  sailing  under  the  United  States' 
flag  On  the  high  soas  or  rivers,  in  ports  and  harbors; 
bv  whom,  and  *  under  the  authority  of  what  Power, 
Kingdom,  or  State,  svch  in^pressments,  seixures,  and 
other  unlawful  detentions  wsre  made ;  what  nnmbtr 
thehlpf  are  eitiieBs  of  the  United  States;  with  sodi 
other  information  on  this  subject  as  he  in  his  judgment 
may  think  pi^iper  to  oomrnunicate. 

Mr.  Betbert  inquired  what  period  of  time 
tbe  mover  contemplated  to  be  embraeed  by  his 
resoWtien.         ,  . 

Mr.  Little  said  his  object  was  to  procure 
every  information  attainable  on  a  subject  which 
had  exoited  much  attention  and  feeling  ambog 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  oecasioaed 
load  Complaint.  He  said  he  had  eiamined  the 
records  hf  the  House  and  found  no  report  on  the 
subject  later  than  1807,  which  report  Was  but 
partial.  His  object ^^as  to  obtain^  information  on- 
the  subject  from  17f6,  when  the  evil  was  first 
felt,  to'the  present  time. 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 

AMERICAN  >IANUFACTURES.     . 

Mr.  Newton  observed  that  the  persons  who 
took  the  thfr4  census  had  been  also  directed  by 
law  to  take  accounts  of  .the  manufactures  of  tbe 
United  States  in  their  respective  districts,  and 
nsake  their  returns^ to  the  offi<ie  of  the  Secretary 
of  (he  TreMury  of  the  United  States.  So  soon 
as  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures should- be  in  possession  of  that  report,  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  committee  to  tkke  the  sub- 
ject of  raanoiaetores  into  consideration.  And  he 
now  rose  to  ^ive  notice  that  the  committee  were 
ready  to  receive  any  information  on  this  subject 
which  gentleman-  from  any  part  of  the  Union 
pnighf  have  to  communicate. 

Mr.  Rhea,  aAer  expressing  his  thanks  for  the 
liberty  offeredto  him  to  give  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  any  information 
he  might  possess  on  tbe  subiect  of  the  manofac* 
tures  of  the  country  in  which  he  lived ;  but  think- 
ing it  possible  he  might  not  have  the  honor  of 
coming  before  that  committee,  he  should  move 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutipo  offered  by  him 
some  days  ago  for  laying  additional  duties  on  the 
coarse  manufactures  of  certain  materials  import- 
ed into  the  United  States.  It  appeared  from  the 
gentleman's  statement,  that  the  committee  had 
n6w  before  them  no  specific  proposition  for  en- 
couraging manufactures,  and  were  waiting  for  a 
ceftain  something  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, which  they  did  not  know  when  they 
should  receive.  He,  therefbre,  hoped  they  would 
take  up  his  resolution. 
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Proc^m  in  Ftderal  CourU^  IVettern  Roa4$. 


NotBHBCII,  1811. 


Th«  Hous«  refased  to  proceed  16  the  eon&ider- 
ation  of  Mr.  Rhba's  resolution — yeas  44,  nays  69. 

Mr.  R^BA  then  moved  the  .order  of  the  day  oo 
the  bill  prdvidioff  for  the  government  of  Loulsi- 
aniy  which  the  House  also  refused  to  take  up. 

PROCESS  m  FEDERAL  COURTS- 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe.Whole.  on  the  bill  nrovidinff  for  the  more 
convenient  taking  of  affidavits  to  be  used  in  civil 
cases  in  the  couru  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
provide  the  mode  of  taking  bail  in  certain  cases. 

[The  bill  eoes  to  authorise  certain  iudicia) 
officers  in  each  State,  such  a^  the  Chancellor  and 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts,  dbc,  to  receive 
bail  and  take  affidavits  to  be  used  in  civil  ca»e» 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.] 

Considerable  cdnversation  took  place  between 
Messrs.  QoLD,  Gaoi^oii,  McCoy,  Kino,  Fisk, 
Chbves,  MiLNOfij  Clay,  (Speaker,)  Kby,  and 
Ely,  on  the  principle  as  well  as  on  the  details  of 
the  bill. 

It  appeared,  from  >Rrhat  was  said  by  diffevent 
gentlemen,  that  there  w^  no  uniform  rule  pre- 
scribed in  such  cases  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates;  that  whilst  in  New  York  andPcnnsyl- 
vtnia,  clients  frequently  had  to  travel  three  or 
four  hundred '  miles  to  tne  district  Judge,  or  to 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  coiirt,  to  make  affid- 
avit or  to  enter  bail ;  yet  in  E^entucky,  Maryland, 
and  Massachusetts,  affidavits  were  inade  or  bail 
entered  before  any  authority  commissioned  to  do 
the  same  as  to  the  State  courts.  T^e  bill  was 
objected  to,  therefore,  principally  on  two  grounds  ; 
because  it  abridged  the  rigbu  of  the  people  of 
those  Sutes  where  the  greatest  latitude  .of  indul- 
gence already  existed,  and  becattse  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  weri^  authorized  to  make  such 
rules  and  regula^tions  in  this  case  as  they  should 
thii^k  proper. .  There  appearing,  however,  to  be 
much  dinefence  of  opinioa^'on  the  subject  among 
the  legal  characters  of  the  House,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  it,  to  which  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Gk)LD,  foQr  other  members  were  added,  viz : 
Mr.  Chbvbs,  Mr.  Kby,  Mr.  Ely,  and  Mr.  Qhol* 

SON. 

WanNESDAY,  November  27. 

Mr.  Gbolson  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  chiims  of  several  petitioners  barred  by  the 
statutes  of  limitation.— Referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  engrossed  t>lll  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  H. 
Webb,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Morrow  reported  favorably  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  land  claimants  in  Mississippi  Territory^ 

Caying  for  an  extension  of  time  for  paying  the 
St  instalment  on  purchases  of  public  lands.— Re- 
committed to  the  Land  Committee,  to  report  a 
bill  thereon. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, on  the  contested  election  of  John  P.  HuN 
QBRpoRD.    Befor?  any  decision  could  be  had,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tborsbay,  Noyember  28. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  William  Paulo- 
.iNO,  jun.,  from  New  Xork,  and  Charles  Goi^ds- 
BORouoH,  froip  Maryland,  appeared,  produced  their 
credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took  thetr  seats. 

The  annual  report  of  the  ^Secretary  of  the 
Treasurjr,  respecting  the  regulation  of  the  cur- 
rency or  foreign  coins,  was  laid  before  the  House 
by  the  Spbakbr,  and  ordered  to  lie  oji  the  table. 
>  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans^ 
praying  that  Congress  will  invest  the  rii^ht  to  a 
certain  lot  of  land  lying  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, in  the  corporation  thereof,  on  v^hich  it  is 
proposed,  under  an  act  of  the  said  corporation,  to 
erect  steam  epi^'nes,  and  the  iiecessary  buildings 
by  which  it  is  contemplated  to  supply  the  said 
city  with  water. 

Mr.  BaOon  moved  the  following  resolution^, 
wliich  were  agreed  to : 

Resohedt  That  the  Committae  of  Ways  and  Mean* 
hb  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing  in  foroe,  for  a  farther  time,  an  act,  enthled  **  An 
act'  continuing,  (or  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the 
o&emn  of  Ctovemment  therein  mentioned,"  and  have 
leixe  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Raobfed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  hdstr  acted  to  inquire  into  the  axpedieney  of  oontiit^ 
uing  in  Ibrce  for  a  further  tiaie  the  firrt  section  oC  aar 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  farther  to  protect  the  commeioe 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the.Barbarj 
Powers,"  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr«  Morrow  moved  the  following  re^olutiony 
predicating  it  on  the' late  unfortunate^ occorrenoe 
on  the  Wabash: 

Eesolvcd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  \o  loan  to.  the  State  of  Ohio  '  stand 
of  arms,  with  bayonets  and  cartouch  bo^es,  and  ^ 
pieces  of  field  aftillery,  on  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
making  such  provision  by  law  as  shall,  in  his  opinion* 
aflbrd  security  for  their  8afe4[eepiilg  and  return,  jMive 
the  damage  and  loss  incident  to  use  and  accident  in 
actual  service. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Committed  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jenminqs  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

JUtohed,  That  a  committee  be  instructed  to  inqaire 
into  the  expediency,  of  allowing  the  <malified  voters  in 
the  several  oounties  in  the  Indiana  Territory  to  eleot 
their  sherifiEs  in  their  refpective  counties,  and  that  the 
said  committee  inquire  likewise  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  appeals  in  certain  cases,  from  the  Territorial 
courts  Xo  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  what 
amendments,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  be  made  to  an 
act  entitled  '<  an  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments,"  with  leave  to  report 
by  bin,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Jennings,  Sevier,  New,  Rorerts. 
Wilson,  Morgan,  and  Maxweli*,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

WESTERN  ROADS. 

Mr«  Morrow  made  a  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  11th  insuut,  *<  to  incjuire  into  the 
expediency  of  Inyiiig  out  and  making  the  roads 
contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,'' 
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wbieh  was  r«ad  doid  eommitted  ta  a  Comoutlee 
of  tlie  Whole.  The  report  is  as  follows : 
.  That  the  foads  eontemplated  by  the  «aid  treaty  ht^ 
lof  their  object  the  opemns-a  c^aunaiueation  hf  land 
between  the  Territory  of  Miehif  an  and  the  different 
settlemeBtain  the  Qtote  of  Ohio,  and  gen<)rai]y  with  the 
other  parU  Of  the  United  SUtes.  A  view  of  the  geo- 
fraphM^l  poMtion  of  the  Territory  of  Miehagan,  situate 
ae  it  is,  bordeiing^ibr  a-eonsiderableettept  on  tiie  Biit-" 
iah  provinces  of  Upper  .Canada,  bonhded  on  the  east, 
north,  and  west,  by  water,  andr on  the  sooth  by  an  ex- 
tensiTe  tract  of  oonntry  t<^  which,  the  Indian,  title  j^ 
mains  nneztinguished,  conTinoes  the  oommitleeof  the 
ntili^  and  neceesity  of  the  proposed  readi.  They 
wonld  sobssrve  to'the-eonTenienoe  of  the  eitiiens  in 
tjbeir  mrdiBaiy  inteseonrse ;  of  the  GkfTsnunent  in  the 
transportation  of  the  pnblie  mail ;  and,  espectaUy  in  an 
emergcvicy,  wonld  be  neoeesary  for  military'  operations. 

The  distance  from  the'rapids of  the  Miama of  ^t 
lakes  to  the  Western  boundary  of  the  ConneotiCQt  Re- 
serre  is  abontthir^fiire  miles;  and  from  the  lower  8an- 
dnsky,  in  a  sonthwMdly  direction,  to  the  old  Indian  bonn* 
davy  line,  is  about  serenty miles;  making  pibper  allow- 
anee  fer  windings  in  the  toads,  so  that  they  may  be  made 
onthebestgronnd.  The  aggregate/ length  of  road  pio- 
poaed  to  be  made  may  bb  sistiraated  at  one  hnndred 
a&d  twenty  miles ;  bnt,  bowet^  great  the  advantage, 
and  immediate  the  necessity  of  these  roads,  it.  is  not 
probable  that  the  otgeet  will  be  aeoompKfhed  for  many 
years  to  come,  nnlees  the  United  .States  pronde  the 
ftinds.  The  TerriUnry  of  Michigan  is  destitute  of  the 
means,  and  the  proposed  roads  a|e  without  (he  limits 
of  her  Urritorial  jurisdiction ;  the  State  of  Qhio,  with 
limited  public  resoarc6<  and .  multi{died  demands  for 
extensive  improvements  on  the  roads  within  her  settle- 
menU ;  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  either  vrill  aiTord 
the  funds  necessary  to  accomplish  the  propoied  olgect. 
The  committee  are  of  opinien  that  previnen  ought  to 
be  made  for  laying  out  and  making  the  said  roads,  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  Ideated  of  the  width  projposed  by 
the  said  treaty. 

The  House  again  respired  itself  into  a  Com<» 
mittee  of  the  l^hoie  on  <he  report  of  the  Cool* 
mittee  of  Eleolionson  the  petition  of  John  TaU 
iaferro,  contesting  the  election  of  Jobn  P.  Htm*^ 
OBRFORD.  Before  any  decfsioof  was  bad,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned^ 

Fridat,  November  29. 

The  House  ^K)k  up  the  resolution  submitted  on 
the  26th,  calling  on  the  Szecnttve  for  iDformatioQ 
respecting  impressments,  urbich  was  agreed  to  ^ 
and  Mr.  LiTTLeand  Mr.  Rebd  ,appoin(ed  a  com- 
mittee to  present  the  same  to  the  President. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "^extending  the 
time  for  opening  the  several  land  offices  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans ;"  which  were,  together  with 
the  bill,  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  roferred  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  our  foreign 
affiurs,  beg  leave  to  report  in  part : 


That  they  have  endeavored  to  give  to  the^  sttb|ect 
submitted  to  them  that  fiill^and  ^j^fwssionaU  consid- 
eration which  is  due  to  one  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  interest,  the  peace,  the  safety^  and  the  honor 
of  their  country.  '       ; 

Tour  committee  wiU  not  encumber  yoiir  journals, 
and  Waste  your  patience  with  a  detailed  history  of  all 
Uie  various  matters  growing  out  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tiohs.  ,  The  cold  recital  of  wrongs;  of  injuries  and  eg* 
gressions  k^ewn  and  felt  by  every  member  of  this 
Unten,  could  have  no  other  effect  thap  to  deaden  the 
national  sensibility,  and  ronder  the  public  niind  cal- 
lous to  iiijories  with  which  it  is  already  too  fomiliar. 

Without^  recurring,  then,  to  the  multlpKed  wrongs 
of  partial  or  temporary  operation,  of  which  we  have 
so  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the  Wo  great  betltg- 
eronts,  ^our  committee  will  only  call  your  attention, 
at  this  time,  to  the  systematic  ag^^ssion  of  those  Pow- 
ers, authorised  by  their  edioti  against  neutral  com- 


system,  which,  as  regarded  its  principles, 
was  funded  on  pretensions  that  went  to  the  subver- 
sion of  our  national  independence;  and  which,  al- 
though-now  abandoned  by  one  Powe^  is,  in  its  broad 
aitd  destructive  operation,  as  still  enforced  by  the  other, 
sapping  the  foundation  of  onr  pro^>erity. 

Jt  is  more  than  five  years  since  England  and  France, 
in  violation  *of  those  principles  of  justice  and  public 
law,  held  sacrod  by  all  ctvHized  nations,  commenced 
this  unprecedented  lystem  by  seizing  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  peaceably  punning 
their  lawful  commerce  on  the  high  seafe.  To  shield 
themselves  from  the  odium  whidi  such  outrage  must 
incur,  each  of  the  belligerents  sought  a'  pretext  in  the 
condnct  of  the  othcfr— each  attempting  to  justiiy  his 
system  of  rapine  as  a  rotaliation  for  similar  acts  on 
the  part  of  his  -enemy.  As  if  the  law  of  nations, 
founded  On  the  eternal  rules  of  justice,  ceuld  sanction 
a' principlef  which,  if ''ingrafted  Into  our  municipal 
code,  would  excnae  the  crime  of  one  jrobber,  upon  the 
^e  plea  that  the  imfortunate  olject  of  his  rapacity 
was  also  a  victim  to  the  injusHce  of  another.  The 
foet  of  priority  could  be  true  as  to  one  only  of  the  par- 
ties, and  whether  trae«r  folse, could  flnrnish  no  ground 
of  justification. 

'  The  tTnited  States  thus  unexpectedly  and  violently 
assailed  by  the  two  greatest  Powers  in  Europe,  with- 
drew their  citizens  and  property  from  the  ocean :  and 
cherishing  the  blessing  of  jp^ace,  although  the  occasion 
would  have  fully  ^justified  war,  sought  redresf  in  an 
appeal  to  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  belliger- 
ents. When  this  appsal  had  £uled  of  the  success 
Whi^  was  due  to  its  moderation,  other  measures, 
founded  on  th^  same  -pacific  policy,  but  applying  to 
the  interests  instead  of  the  justice  of  the  belligerents, 
were  resorted  to.  Such  was  the  character  of  the  non- 
intercourse  and  non4inportation  laws,  which  invited 
the  return  of  both  Powers  to  their  former  state  of  ami- 
cable -relations,  by  offining  oommercial  advantages  to 
the  one  who  shonid  fibt  revoke  his  hostile  edicts,  and 
imposing  restrictions  on  the  other. 

France,  at  length,  availing  herwif  of  the  proflere 
made  equally  to  her  and  her  enemy,  by  the  non-impor- 
Ution  law  (Ht  May,  1810,  announced  Uie  repeal,  on  tho 
fifit  of  the  foUowing  November,  of  the  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan.  And  it  aflfords  a  subject  of  siikoero 
congratulation  to  be  informed,  through  the  official  or- 
gans of  the  Government,  that  those  decrees  are,  so  for 
at  least  as  our  rights  are  concerned,  really  and  practi- 
cally at  an  end* 
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H  was  oodfldetitly  e^Tpeeled,  that  tills  wm  on  the 
ptart  pf  Franpe 'Would  hav«  been  imniecliately  ibilowed 
by  a.  revocation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  of  her 
Orders  in  ConncUk  If  eat  reliance  on  her  justice  had 
been  impairpd  (»y  the  wrongs  she  bad  inflicted,  yetf 
when  she  had  plighted  her  laith  to  the  world  that  the 
sole  s  motive  of  her  aggression  on  neutral  oommetoe 
was  to  be  found  in  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees*  we 
looked  forward  to  the  extinction  of  those  decrees,  as 
the  period  when  the  freedom  of  Uie  seas  would  be 
again  restored,  in  this  reasonable  expectation  -  we 
have,  however,  been  cUsappointed.  A  year  ha»elapsed, 
since  the  French  decrees  were  rescinded',  and  yet 
Oreat  Britain,  instead  of  retracing  .'pari  panu  that 
course  of  unjustifiable  attack  on  neutral  rig^its,  in 
which  she  profossed  to  be  only  the  reluctant  foUover 
of  France,  has  advanced  with  bolder  and  continnafiy 
increasing  strides.  To>the  categoncal  demands  lately 
made  by  our  Government  for  the  repeal  of  her  Orden 
in  Council,  she  has  afiected  ttf  deny  the  prai^ical  ex- 
tinction of  theJPreneh  decrees,  and  she  has,  moreover^ 
advanced  a  new  end  onexpected  dismand,  incveaon^ 
ini  hostUity  tl^  orders  tbemselvea.  8he  has  insisted, 
through  het  accredited  Minister  at  tins  |ilaee«  that  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  must  be  j>Teeeded*  not . 
only  by.  the  practical  abandonment  of  the  de<^«es:  of 
Berlin  and  Milan,  so  ^  as  they  infringe  the  neutir^ 
rights  of  the  United  l|tates ;'  but  by,  tbe  renunciation 
on  the  part  of  France,  of  the  v^hole  of  her  system  of 
commercial  warfare  against  GreUt  Britain,  of  which 
those  decrees  originally  formed  a  part. 

This  system  is  understood  to  censist  in  a  course  of 
measures  edited  by  France  «nd  the  other  Powers  6n 
the  Continent  suliject  to,  or  in  aUiance  with  her,  cal- 
culated to  prevent  the  introduction  into  their  lerrito^ , 
ries  of  the  produce  and  man^foetuvee  of  Gveat  Britain 
and  her  colonies;  and  to  annihilate  her  trade  with 
them.  However  hostile  these  ^cegolations  may  be  on 
the  part  of  France  towmrds  Chreat  Britain,  or  however 
sensibly  the  latter  may  feel  tfieir  etfecla.  they  are,  nev- 
ertheless, to  be  regarded  only  as  the  espedi^nto  of  one 
enemy  mgainst  anoth^,  for  which  the  United  States, 
as  a  neutral  Power,  oa%  in  no  respect,  be  responsible ; 
they  are,  too,  in  exact,  conformity  with  those  which 
Great  Britain  has  herself -adopted  and  acted  upon  in 
time  of  peace  as  well  as  war.  And  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  France  Would  yield  to  the  unauthorized 
demand  of  America  what  she  seems  to  have  consid- 
ered as  one  of  the  most  powerful  engines  of  the  pres- 
ent war.  - 

Sudi  are  the  pretensioon  upon  which  Great  Britain 
founds  the  violation  of  the  maritime  rights  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — pretensions  not  ttMsretical  merely,  butibl- 
lowed  up  by  a  desolating  war  upon  our  unprotectied 
commerce.  The  ehips  of  the  United  States*  laden 
with  the  products  of  our  own  soil  and  labor,  iiavigated 
by  our  own  citioens.  Mid  peaceably  pursuing'  a  lawlvd 
trade,  are  seised  on  out  own  coasts,  at  the  vety  mouths 
of  onr  luffbors,  condemned  and  Confiscated. 

Tour  committee  are  not,  however,  of  that  sect 
whose  worship  is  at  the  shrine  of  m  calculating  avarice. 
And  while  we  are  laying  before  you  the  jqst  oom- 
plainu  of  our  merchants  agunst  the  plunder^  their 
ships  and  cargoes,  we  cannot  refi-ain  firom  presenting 
to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  our  country  the  un- 
happy case  of  our  impressed  seamen.  Although  the 
groans  of  these  victims  of  barbarity  for  the  loss  of 
(what  should  be  dearer  to  Amerieans  than  iife)  their 
liberty ;  although  the  cries  of  their  wivea  and  children 


in  the  privation  of  protectors  fnd  parants,  have,  of 
late,  been  dhowned  in  the  kmder  clamors  at  the  loss  of 
property;  yet  is  the  practice  of  forcing-our  maiiners 
ibto  the'  British'  navy,  in  violatien-  of  ,ti^e  rights  of  onr 
fttg,  carried  on  vrith  nilabated  rigor  a*d  severity.  If 
it  be  onr  duty  to  encourage  th^  fair  and  legil^Baate 
commerce  of  this  country  by  protecting  the  property 
of  the  merchailiit  7  then,  indeed,  by  ae  much  as^lifo  and.  • 
Uberij nre  ntere  estimable  than  ships  nnd  goodir,so 
much  mere  impressive  is  the  duty  to  shield  the  persons 
of  our.  seamen,  whose  hasd  and  honest  ser^ees  are 
enqil^ed^ually  wi^  these  of  the  merehaals  in  ad- 
vancing, under  the  mantle  of  its  U#s»  the  inttieli  of 
their  country. 

To  anmup,  in  a  word^  the  great  causes  of  comphunt 
against  Great  Britain,  your /ccNnmitthe. need  only  wajt, 
that  the  United  Stales,  as  aeovereigu.aad  independent 
Power,  claim  the  right  t0  use  the  ocean^  whidi  is  -thn 
eoi^mon  and  acknowledged  highway  of  natiens^  for  the 
purpoees  of  transportinjr,  in  their  own  vessels,  the 
products  of  their  own  soil  and  the  nequititions  of  their 
own  industry,  to  a  mariEei'in  the  ports  of  friendly  nn-' 
tions,  and  to  bring  home,  in'  return,  such  arttcfes^ 
their  necessities  or  eonvenience  may  requise  alwaya 
regarding  the  rights  of  belligerents,  as  defined  by  the 
established  law*  of  nation^.  Grea:^  Britain,  ii^  defiance 
of  this,  incontestable'right,  captnies  every  Anwrioaii 
vessel  b^und  to,  or  rettiraing'  fipbm,  a  port  whprs  her 
cdmmeree  ia  npt  fevered  ( ensjavee  our  seamen^  and  in 
spite  of  tmr  remonstEanocsi  peneveres  in  Iheee  aggrec 


To  wrongs  so  daring  inchancter,  and  so  disgrace- 
M.  in  their  emecution,  it  is  impossible  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  shonid  remain  indifierent.  We 
must  now  tamely  nnd  quietly  submit,  or  we^  most  re- 
sist by  these  meins  which  God  has  placed  Withiir  onr 
reach/ 

Your  oommittse  wotild  not  Cast  a  shade  over  the 
American  name  by  the  expression  of  a  doubt  which 
brandi  of  this  akemative  wiH  be  embraced.-  The  do- 
casion  is  now  presented  when  the  nationat  character, 
mdsuudenfteod  and  traduced  for  a  time  by  fbreigti  and 
domestic  enemies,  should  be  Vindicated.  If  we  have 
UDt  rushsd  to  the  field  of  battle  like  the  nations  who 
are  led  by  the  mad  ambition  of  a  single  chief,  or  the 
avarice  of  a  corrupted  «eurt,  it  has  not  proceedisd  fruom 
a  fear  of  war,,  but  from  our  leve  of  justice  and  human- 
ity. That  proud  spirit  of  liberty  and  independence 
which  sustained  our  fethers  in  the  successful  assertion 
of  their  rights  against'  foreign  aggression  is  not  yet 
sunk.  The  patriotic  firet>f  the  Reirolution  stiU  bwns 
in  the  Americui  breast  with  a  holy  and  nnextinguish* 
able  flame,  and  will  conduct  this  nation  to  tho#e  high 
destinies  which  are  not  less  the  mward  of  dignified 
moderation  than  of  exalted  valor. 

But  we  have  borne  with  injury  until  (Hrbearance 
has  ceased  to  be  a  virtue.  The  sovereignty  and  inde> 
pendence  of  these  Sutes,  purchased  and  sanctified  by 
the  blood  of  our  fathers,  from  whom  we  received  them, 
not  for  ourselves  otaly,  but  as  the  inheritance  of  onr 
posterity,  are  deliberately  and  systematically  violated. 
And  the  period  has  arrived,  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  coormittee,  it  is  the  sacred  duty  of  Congress  to 
call  forth  the  patriotism  and  resources  of  the  country. 
By  the  aid  of  these,  and  with  the  ble^ng  of  God,  we 
confidently  trust  we  shall  be  enabled  to  procure  that 
redress  which  has  been  sought  fbr  by  justice,  by  re- 
monstrance, and  forbearance,  in  vain. 

Your  committee,  reserving  for  a  future  report  those 
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fiHerior  meMUfef,  which,  in  their  opinion,  o«ght  to  be 
panned,  would,  at  this  time»  earnestly  reooamiend,  in 
the  words  of  the  President,  «*that  the  United  Stoles 
be  pnt  into  an  armor  and  attitode  demanded  by  the 
ensis,  and  eorresifbnding^  with  the  national-  spirit  «nd 
expMatiens."  And,  to  this  eB4  they  beg  leave  to 
tnbmit,  for  the. adoption  of  the  Housd,  the  foUowing 
resohitioKiB : . 

1.  Reaohed,  That  the  MiKtaiy  Estobhshment,  aa 
attthorixed  by  the  existing  iawk,  ooght  to  be  immedi- 
ately eompteted  by  filling  np  the  ranks,  and  prolong- 
ing Uie  enlSstraent  of  the  trodps;  4nd  Ihat  to  enoovr- 
age  enUstment,  a  bounty  in  Jands  ought  to  be  gi^Rsn  ki 
addition  to  the  pay  and  bounty  now  aHowed  hy  law. 

t.  That  an  udditienaTfonoe  of  ton  thoomnd  regnlar 
traopsonght  to  be  immecMatiDly  taised  to  semns-forihree 
years;  and  that  a  bounty  fin  lands  ought  to  be  given, 
to  encourage  enlistmentsw 

'  3.  That  it  is  expedient  to  antherae  the  President, 
under  proper  regulatione,  to.aces|»t  the  service  ef  uny 
number  of  ^eluntoen,  not  csoeeding  ftf|y  theosand;  to 
be  organized,  trained,  and  held  in  readiness  to  act  on 
such  senriee  as  th^  exigencies' of.  the  OoTemmeBt  may 
re^jnire* 

4^  That  ^»  FresiAent  be  autheiked  to  o^r  out, 
Inm  time  to  time,  detachments  tf  the  unlitiai  hs  in  his 
opinion  the  public  eerTie^  may  require. 

6.  That  all  the  viMselsf  not  now  in  serrioe  beiotigteg 
to  file  Navy,  and  worthy  oTrepair,- be  imm^liately  lif- 
ted up  and  pu^  in  commission. 

6,  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  ^Mtrinerchant  tcs- 
■ek,  owned  ezdusively  by  resident  dlisens,  and  eom- 
■aanded  and  navigated  solely  by  oitia^ns,  to  arm,  uAder 
pioper  regulations,  to  be  ^epcribed  by  law,  in  aalf- 
^krfencei,agaia«tatfunbiwM  preoeedingrtewirds  them 
«n  the  high 


CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The'  Hou^e  rfisamed  the  coosideration  of  the 
Qnfinbh^  business,  y\Z :  the  repof  t  of  the  eom- 
mittee  en  the  peiition.of  John  Tniiaierro.  eonlest- 
ing  the  election  of  John  P.  HdimbafobI^,  which, 
aai^  report  is  «s  fbllows :  , 

^lie  Committee  of  Bfeetions,  to  whom  was  rofstred 
die  petition  of  John  Tiliafrrro,  cont^ng  the  election 
«f  Mm  P.  Hungerford,  retarnedL  as  enu  of  the  Rep- 
wsentatives  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  peesent 
Csngmss,  and  praying  to  be.ado^ltsd  in  his  stoad,  luuve 
knd  the  said  petition  under  consid^fatieo,  and  report, 
iuMrt, 

That,  at'tbe  last  Oeneral  Bleetion  ift  Vhrghiin  i^r 
BupraeenUtirte  to  C^grses,  the  said-  John  Tattafono 
asM  John  P.  Hpngerford  were  apposing  catididntee  in 
Hw  dbtrie^compoaed  of  tfieconntsesof  Westmoreland, 
SSehmond,  Lancwrter,  Nerthumberlaad,  King  Ooorge, 
and  StaflEbidt  from  die  pells  of  the  several  eeuntias, 
libe  sitting  member  af^an  to  have  obtained  a  nuyniity 
of  six  votes  in  the  distriei,  ahd  h^  was  accordingly  re- 
named as  elected* 

That  of  the  ^Us  taken  forthe  oeonty  of  Westmeve- 
lan^f  Ji^n  Taliaferro  had  37  votes  and  John  P.  Hung* 
erfofd  &16  votes;  and  that,  on  comparing  tlie  peU  with 
the  land  list  of  the  y«ar  1810,  and  taking  the  list  as  a 
tost,  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  9' persons  who 
votejd  for  She  former,  and  162  persons  who  voted  for  the 
latter  gentleman,  were  not  qualified  to  vote. 

That  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  county  of  Richmond, 
Mr.  Taliaferro  had  103  votes,  and  Mr.  fiungerfoid  130 
votes;  and  that,  on  such  comparison  a»  aforesaid,  12 


pessons  who  voted  for  tho  fonner,  and  88  persons  who 
voted  for  the  latter  gentleman,  appear  not  4o  have  been 
legally  .qualified  voters. 

That  of  the.  polls  taken  for  the  county  of  JLancaater, 
Mr.  Taliaferro  had  122  votes  and  Mr.  Hungerford  06 
votes ;  and  thft  on  such,  comparison  as  aforesaid,  20 
persons  who  voted  for  the  former  gentleman,  and  20 
persons  wnp  votM  for  the  latter,  appear  not  to  h^ve 
been  legafly  qualified  .veters. 

Thatof  the  polls  taken  for  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland, l^r.  Taiiaforro  had  268  votes  and  Mr.  Hung- 
erfofd  76  vote»;  and  that  on  such  comparison  as  afora- 
said,'36  persons  who  voted  for  the  firmer  ,f  entUmaa, 
•nd  1  peMon  who  voted  for  the  lattier,  appear.iSot  to  have 
been  legaUy  quailed  .voters. 

That  of  the  pblla  taken  for.  the  county  of  King 
Geoige,  Mr.  TaUaferro  had  114  yotes  and  Mr»  Hunger- 
ford  125  votes;  and  tiiat,  on  soch  comparison  as  aforo- 
said,  88  persona  who. had  voted  for  the  former  gentle- 
mon,  and '50  persons  who,  voted  for  the  latter,  appear 
net  to  have  bosn  legaUy  qualified  vo^rs.   . 

That  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  eounty  of  Staffiurit 
Mr.  TaUa^BRO  had  169  'votee  and  Mr.  Hnngerford  26 
voles.;'  and  thafe,.on  suc^  cpmpaffiaeD  jas  aforasaidy  20 
persons  who  voted -for  the  fittmer  gentleinen,  appear 
noC  to  hive  beiUi  legaMy  q^ialified  voters. 

The  result  of  such  examination  and  comparison  is, 
that  deducting  from  both  polls  the  persons  challenged, 
.who  do  not  appear  to  have  been,  qualified  to  vote  ao* 
cording  to  the  land  listeof  1810,,  Mr.  Taliaferro  has  % 
muority  over^r.'Hiingerfordof  121  votes. 

The  committee  further  ^port,  that  on  the  7th  day 
of^  May  last,  the  petitionee  gave  notice  to  the  sitting 
member^f  his  intenUon  to  contest  the  election,  on  the 
ground  thut  the  foraier  bad  a  majority  of  the  legal  aiid 
qualified  votes,  and  that  aOch  notice  was  acooinpanied 
1^  a  list  of  the  peasons  challenge4  by  the  petitioner, 
with  his  objections  to  them.  On  the  29th  of  May,  the 
sitting  member  furnished  tiie  petitioner  vrith  a  list  of 
the  persons  challenged  by  him,  setting  forth  his  objec- 
tions against  snph  votoss..  These  listo  contain,  aawaU 
the  namee  of  the  penons  wlio  the  comoMttee  find  not 
to  be.  oi^  the  land  lists,  as  others  who  arO  challengod  by 
the  patties  for  the  waut  of  the  freehold  qualification, 
and  for  other  causes* ,  .  ^. 

That  OB  ihe^Tth  day  of  September  last,  the  potiftMi- 
er  gave  notice  in  vrriting,  subscribed  by  him,  to  thesit- 
ti^  meoibef,  that  testimony  would  he  taken  in  lehttion 
to  tbepreseBt  cOntiover^^  atid  to  be  used  in  the  deei« 
sion  of  the  same,  at  Kin^  George  oourUhouse  on  the 
10th;  at  Westmoreland  oourt-ltoose  on  the  17th s  and 
3X  RkMMnd  court-house  on  4h|»  22d  of  October ;  and 
that  the  petitioner,  agreeable  to  such  notice,  has  taken 
sundry  deposition^  which  are  now  befove  the  commit- 
tee ;  but  the  sitting  member  did  not  attend  such  exam* 
ination>  tof  reasons  stated  by  him  in^  a  pretest  which 
he  caiMed  to  be  4eU«ered  to  the  pe^oner. 

The  eoinmittee  fiirUier  stote,  that  they  made  the 
comparison  of  the  jpoUs  with  the  la,nd  lists,  at  the  parti* 
cular  Bequest  of  the  petitioner,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  the  controversy  before  them  as  much  as  pos- 
sible ;  Mid  that  the^  were  induced  to  this  course  fimn 
adopting  aa  a  principle,  that,  according  to  the  lows  of 
Viiginia,  the  land  list  of  the  year  prior  to  the  electaen 
is,  in  the  first  instence,  to  be  .received  as  evidence  of 
aU  the  fireehoklers  in  the  county :  but  this  evidence  they 
conceive,  and  so  it  waa  admitted  by  the  parties,  is  only 
conclusive  in  the  absence  of  all  other  evidence;  and 
th^ accordingly  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  eompetent  for 
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die  potiefl  to  show,  by  olher  taftimonj,  th'tt  pertons 
appearing  on  the  land  liit  are  notfrefsholden,  and  thnc 
not  entitled  to  vote;  and  on  the  other  hand  that  penons 
not  appearing  on  the  land  liett  are-  Ireeholden  and 
voters. 

The  sitting  member,  before  snch  examination  was, 
gone  into,  asked  for  time  to  ^ke  testimony,  nnder 
the  cottTietion  that  in  a  reasonable  period*  fo  be  ^tA 
by  the  committee,  he  would  b^  able,  by  eridei^ee  to  be 
taken,  to  support  his  challenges  and  his  poll,  and  he' 
atiU  requests  such  time  to  be  allowed  to  him  e  the  peti- 
tioner, on  the  othto  hand,  has  at  aH  times  opposed  stt^ 
request,  on  the  gmnnd  that  the  sitting  member  has  liad 
soAdent  time^  ainoe  he  was  appriied  th|it  the  election 
would  be  contested,  to  procure  his  testiihony. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  some  inconvenience' 
must  arise  ta  the  petitioner,  if  this  contest  is  laid  over 
for  any  time;  but  they  think  the  right  of  suAra^  otight 
not  to  be  haurded  or  desteoyed*  on  account  of  any  'in- 
dividaal  inconvenience.  If  there  has  not  l^en  groM 
neglect  in  ihe  sitting  member,  the  cbmmittee  conceive 
that  it  is  due  to  the  eleetors  cH  the  district  who  p<^d 
for  him,  a^  to  hitaiAal^  net  to  hurry  hisease  to  a  dedr* 
sion  without  affording  them  and  him  an  oppsrrtunity  to 
ikM^  good  .the  election,  if  they  can  .'doit.  ^ 

It  has  already  been' stated,  thAt  ihe  petitioner  gave 
notice  6t  his  intention  to  contest  the  election,  to  the 
sitting  mepdber,  On  the  7th  of  May ;  aod  this  the  former 
cohtends  warsnfficient  to  put  the  latter  to  the  task  of 
collecting  and  arranging  hu  proof;  yourcomroittee  see, 
however,  that  this  proceeding  was  modeled  on  the  laws 
and  usages  of  Virginia,  and  according  to  them  it  is 
regardea.as  a  mere  incipient  step,  calling  for  no  ytft* 
ceedlng  fh>m  ^  dther  party.  Such  a  notice  on  the  heel 
of  a  contested  election,  is  an  index  to  the  foefings  ef 
the  person  giving  it^  but  not  alwsys  the  proof  of  a  set- 
tled deterrnination.  As  the  period  of  the  electton  re- 
cedes, and  the  difliculties  attending  a  canvass  become 
more  apparent,  tiie  unsuccesilul  candidate  sometimes 
abandons  his  notice  and  his  scrutiny.  It  ought  not, 
therefore,  to  be  required  xA  ^e  perMn  jreturned,  for 
such  cause  alone^  to  wade  through  all  th«  trouble,  dif- 
ficulty and  expense  of  a  tedious  examination,  while  it 
remains  doubtlul  whe^r  his  opponent  vrill  .proceed : 
it  is  surely  in  season  to  begin  to  take  defensive  testi- 
Btooy  when  the  opposing  party  has  commenced  the 
investigatioa. 

The  notice  given  by  the  petitioner  on  the  $7th'  of 
September,  for  the  examinations  on  ihe  lOth,  17th,  and 
Vtd  cf  October,  the  committee  havea^scordingly  regard- 
ed as  the  first  efficient  measure  towards  the  scrutiny, 
and  they  are  satisfied  that  in  a  district  composed  of 
six  counties,  and  in  a  case  where  the  votes  challenged 
exceeded  four  hundred,  it  wds  not  practicable  for  Uie 
sitting  member  to  take  his  tvstimonyin  seasdn  for  the 
commencement  of  this  session.  A  notice  given  by  him 
after  the  99th  of  September,  vfould  not  have  been 
deemed  reasonable  for  an  earlier  day  than  the  lOth  of 
October;  nor  would  it  have  been  allowed  in  him  to 
caH  the  petitioner  from  his  own  examinations,  which 
were  to  continue  until  after  the  22d  of  Octpber :  after 
the  !l2d  of  October,  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  that 
the  ritting  member  could  procure  his  evidence^  allow- 
ing him  time  bef&re  the  first  day  of  the  session  to  travel 
to  the  seat  of  government. 

The  committee,  in  addition  to  the  facts  already  stated, 
report,  that  it  appears  to  them  that  on  the  29th  day  of 
April  last,  being  the  day  of  the  canvass,  the  petitioner 
procured  the  certificates,  under  oath,  of  two  of  the 


sheiiA  and  two  of  the  'deputy  sherifis  who  attended  to 
compajte  the  polls,  that  if  an  equality  of  votes  had  ap- 
pealed, they  would  have  voted  for  the  petitioner,  whidi 
oertificne  was  transmitted  by  the  magistrate,  before 
whom  it  was  attested,  to  the  deriLof  thb  House,  at  the 
reqoest  of  B€r.  Taliaforro,  to  be  retained  until  called  for 
by  him. 

This,  the  petitioner  alleges,  o^ight  to  be  regvded  as 
the  commencement  <d  his  testimony,  and  contends  that 
it^Bot  on^  advertised  the  sitting  member  that  his  seat 
would  be  contested,  but-  made  it  necessary  for  him 
forthwith,  and  without  further  iiotioe  or  act  on  the  part 
of  the  peti^oner,  to  prioceed  to  his  examinatietiif.  The 
committee^  however,  have  .nothing  before  them  which 
goes  to  show(  distinctly  the  object-  of  the  petitioner  in 
pretniing  the  eerti%ate;  nor  can  they,  in  any  point  of 
view,  oon^der  it  as  such  a  pretude  to  the  scrutiny  as 
to  reqikire  from  the  sitting  member  timt  he  should  pro- 
ceed to  hiscanvass. 

The  committee,-  theiefore,  upon  a  view  of  all  the  cir* 
comstan^  of  the  case,  are  of  opinion,  that,  further 
time  ought  to  be  grintad  to  the  sitting  member  to  pto- 
ou^  testimony,  and  they  accordingly  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  ^ 

Mei&hcd,  That  a  reasonable  time  be  allowed  to  John 
P.  Hungorford,  a  member  of  this/Housa,  to  procure 
testimony  relative  to  his  election,  ahd  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  have  power  to  examine  witnesses,  and 
to  make  drder  for  such  examinatipna  in  the  case  of  the 
said  election. 

WasTMOaxLA VD  CoviTTT,  April  39,  1811. 

8in:  The  enclosed  document  was  taken,  stgaed, 
and  sworn  to,  by  the  suhccribtng  gentlemen,  in  the 
presence  of  John  Taliaforro,  Esq.,  General  Hunger- 
ford,  and  myself,  at  a  meeting  of  the  sherifis  at  West- 
moreland court-house,  for  the^  purpose  of  comparing 
the  Congressional  poll  for  tlie  counties  of  Stafibrd, 
King  Owrge,  Westmoreland,  Richmond,  Lancaster, 
and  Korthnmberland ;  and  which  pa|>er  I  herewith 
transmit  to  you,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  to  be 
retained  fay  you  until  called  for  by  him. 

I  am,  str»  yours,  dtc 

THOMAa  ROWAND. 
'  Patuck  MAomunxBy  E^., 

Clerkof  the  House  of  Reps.,  U.  S. 
.  We;  the  undeisigiied  sherifis,  who  have  assembled 
at  WesCmoreland  court^iouse,  on  -the  89th  d*y  of 
April,  U|U,  to  count, and  compare  the  poBs  takMi  in 
our  respective  counties  foit  a  delegate  to  server  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  do  oerti^r  that,  if  an  equality  of  vo«m  had 
appeared  oA  the  whole  of  the  pott,  we  should  h«fe 
voted  in  the  fbUowing  manner : 

Richard  Claughtpn,  deputy  sheriff  fbr  Thomns 
Hurst,  sheriff  of  Ndrthnmberiand^  should  hava  votad 
for  John  Taliaforro^  William  S.  Sterne,  deputy  iliar- 
iff  for  En6ch  Mason,  sheriff  of  Stafford,  shoukl  have 
voted  for  J^m  Talii^rro.  J.  Biggs  Dishman,  sheriff 
of  King  George,  would  have  voted  for  John  T^aferra. 
Joeeph  Carter,  jim^  sheriff  of  Lancaster,  would  have 
yoted  for  John  Taliaforro. 
Sta'Ti  or  yiK&nri^,  WestmoreUuut  tounty,  to  wU  .- 

This  29th  day  of  April,  1811,  tEe  aforesaid  Rii^ard 
Claughton,  William  S.  Sieme,  James  D.  Dishman, 
and  Joseph  Carter,  jun^  made  oath  before  me,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  said  county,  that  they  would  have 
given  their  vote  in  the  manner  as  above  stated  by 
them.  Given  under  my  hand  the  day  and  year  above. 
THOMAS  ROWANB. 
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Static  or  Vikgihia,  Weatmorekmd  covnU^  $et  : 

If  Joseph  Fox,  clerk  of  the  court  of  Westmoreland 
ebunty,  qualified  according  to ,  law,  do  certify  that 
Thomas  Rowand,  whose  name  is  subscribed  within, 
waa,  ajt  ihe  time  of  taking  the  aflldavit  to.  which  his 
name  is  subscribed,  and  is  now,  an  acting  justice  of 
the  peace  &r  said  county,  duly' commissioned  and 
qiwUiSed  accordiqg  to  law,  ancf  that  due  ftith  anj 
credit  otfght  to  be  given  to  all  his  acts  as  sndi. 

In  testimony  wheMf>(  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
and  affixed  the  public  eeal  of  my,  office,  this  thirteenth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  oup  Lord  one  thdusand 
dg^ht  hundred  and  eleven,  ahd  of  the .  Commonv^eaHh 
of  Virgmia  tho  thirty-fifth.  ' 

JOSEPH  fox,  C.  W.  C. 

Kiwo  (jtORat^ May, 4,  IBlU 
Sir  :  Be  pleased  to  take  notice^  that  I  shall,  on  the 
meeting  of  the  next  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
contest  your  election  to  represent  -the  counties  of 
Westmoreland,  Richmond,  Lancaster,  Northumber- 
land, King  Oeorge,  and  Staflbrd,  in  that  body,  on'  thb 
ground  that  yon  did  noty  at  the  last  el6ction,  oi>tai9  a 
majonty  of  the  eleetori'of  the  said  distHct  who  were 
Jefl^Iy  qualified  to  vote  for  a  Representative  to  Con- 
gress. And  I  shall  further  mske  jt  appear,  if  neces- 
aary,  that  your  election  has  been  contrary  to  law  ,,and, 
fina%,  th&t  I  shall  claim  *tbo  right  ^to  represent  'the 
said  district,  in  virtue  of  my  having  obtaihed  over  you 
a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  electors  thereof  who 
wen  duly  and  legally  authorized  to  vote  in  the  elec^ 
tton.  Below  you  will  find  a  li»t  of  the  i^ames  of  the 
persons  from  the  several  counties  in  the  said  district, 
whe  voted  for  you,  to  whose  vote&  I  object  jis  not  being 
legal,  and  my  particular  objections  4o  the  legafity  of 
each  person's  vote  ,are  placed  opposite  to  each,  of  ,their 
names^ 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  dec. 

JOHN  TALIAFERRO. 
General  Jobk  P.  Htvokrfoiib.     "  .      v 
[Here  follows  i^e  list  of  304  names.] 

Sir  c  Bek>w  yon  mil  f^n^  a  list  of  tho  names  of  the 
penMM  jfrom  the  several  counties'  composnig  the  'Con- 
gNenonal  distriot  fbr  which  I  have  been  elected,  who 
voted  for  you  to  represent  the  said  distzi^  in  thO'Con- 
l^ees  of  the  l/niteid  Statea,  to  whose  votes  I  object  as 
beiBg  illegal>;  and  opposite  to  the  name  Of  e»ch  voter 
so  o^octed  t/0  by-  me  you  will-  find  my  psotic^Uar  oh- 
jeeturn  to  the  legality  of  the  vote. 

Yonrs^  respectfully,. 

JOHN  P.  HUNOERFORD/ 

Mr.  Jo«ir  Tauavbbbo.  .-.  . 

[Here  foUows  the  list  of  18d  haaM*.] 

WismoBtLAtn  CorKTT,  ^  toif  .• 

On  this  day  Henry  Hungerfbrd  personally  appeured 
before  me,  James  Miller,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  the  aforesaid  oouhty,  and  made  oath  that,  on  the' 
t4th  day  of  May,  he  deDv«red  to  John  Taliaferro, 
Beg.,  a  true  copy  of  the  aforegoing  writing.  Certified' 
this  aOth  day  of  October,  1811. 

JAMES  MILLER. 

SyPTXXBER  25,  1811.    ' 

Sib  :  Be  pleased  to  take  notice,  ,Uiat  1r  shall,  at  king 
George  court«house,  on  the  10th  day  of  October  next, 
and  at  Westmoreland  ooort'house,  on  the  17th  of  the 
•ame  month,  and  at  Richmond  court-house,  on  the 
3Sd  of  the  satne  month,  .proceed  to  tak^  the  evidence 
of  sundry  persons,  to  be  used  by  me  in  the  decision  of 
the  contest  now  depending  between,  you  and  myself 


for  a  seat  in  the  next  Congress  of  the  United  8utes« 
as  the  Representative  of  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Stafford,  Ki^g  ^eorge,  Westmoreland, 
Richmond,  IN^orthumberland,  and  lotncaster ;  and  that 
I  shall  proceed,  at  each  of  the  above  places,  at  the 
times  above  stilted,  to  take  evfdence,  and  continue  at 
each  place,  firom  day  to  day,  to  take  evidence  until  the 
whor»  can  begone  through  with. 

I  am,  ^r,  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  TALIAFERRO. 
',    General  Jopir  P.  Huvokbtobd. 
Statb  op  YiBexBiA,  King  George  County,  set  .• 

Meriwe^er  Taliaforro  made  oath  before  mci  an  ^t^ 
ing  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  aforesaid  county,  that 
he  did,  on  the  37tb'of  last  month*  (Septemhei',)  do* 
liver,  Co  Geperal  John  P.  Hungerforda  notice,  in  wri- 
ting/of  which  the  within  is  a  true  copy.  Given  under 
my  hand  this  8th  day  of  October,  181 1. 

>  ALEX.  S.  HOOB. 

^  ^  Lxi;nsT0W2r,  October  "9,1911, 

Sib:  I  protest  against  the  notices  you  have  recently  . 
given  me,  to  take  depositions  in  three  of  the  counties 
of  the  district,  for  the  following  reasons: 
'  1st.  There  exists'no  law  entitling  yon  to  give  ^em, 
empowering  a  magistrate  to  admihister  the  oaths,  or 
to  take  the  depositions  providing  an  authority  to  de- 
cide inddental  quesiions  during  an  investi^tion,  or 
enabling  me  to  obtain  ^e  attendance  of  witnesses. 

2dl^.  There  dees  exist  a  law  requiring  my  attend- 
ance in  Congressvon  the  4th  of  November  next,  as  the 
membe^  returned  for  the  district.     ^ 

Sdly.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  obey  the  existing 
•law,  and  confonn  also  to  the  mode  you  have  adopted, 
withont  law,  foi;  scrutinizing  the  election.  Jt  termi- 
nated on  the  23d  of  ^pril.  Op  the  4th  of  May  you 
notified  me,  according  to  the  law  of  Virginia  in  rela- 
tion to  State  elections,  of  y<our  intention  to  dispute 
my  election,  and  furnished  me  with  lists  of  votes  you 
objected  io,  in  eacH  of  the  six  counties  comj>Osing  the 
district ;  and  I  fumbhed  you  with  similar  counter-lists, 
apcording  to  the  same  law;  Recently  you  have  given 
me  notice  of  an  'intention  te  take  depoeHiaBs,in  thrae 
of  thoee  'counties,  ^  the  lath;  17tb,  and  23d  of  this 
month;  reserving  an  eaual.*power  to  exhaust  the 
month  of  J^ovem^  is  the  cither  thtee,  in  the  same 
way,  before  I  can  be  apprised  of  the  i^tnre  of  your 
exceptions,  or  the  evidence  necessary  to  Ineet  them. 
This,  ingenious  manageiiken^  for  pushing  the  scrutiny 
bloody  or  for  into^  the  session  of  Congress,  makes  it 
impoesible  for.  me  both  to  obey  the  law  requiring  my 
attendance  dikring  Uue  period,  and  to  obey  year  fiiture 
notices;  Or  to  avail  myself  of. a  right  of  a  personal 
attendaoce,  without  violating  the  right  of  my  constit- 
uents to  representation!  and,  however  imjpecative  the 
preference  between  .these  evils  t  may  be,  in  a  caee  of 
necess^y,  I  know  not  by  what  authority  you  can  imr 
pose  it. 

,  4thly.  I!^or  do  the  principles'of  reason  and  equity, 
in  my  view,  militate  less  forcibly  than  those  of  Jaw, 
agaihst  the  mode,  of  scrutiny  you  hate  attempted  to 
preecribe.  The  notification,  according  to  the  State 
law,  was  also  a  notification  of  your  intention  to 
adopt  its  rulM  throughout.  It'epacttf  that  scrutinies 
shall  commence  within  two  mimths  of  the  election, 
and  terminate  thirty  days  before  the  ensuing  ses- 
sion of  Assembly.  Vour  proposed  commencement  is 
near  six  months  from  the  election,  and  the  termina- 
tion of  the  scrutiny,  if  I  ought  jto  be  allowed  as  much 
time  as  you  have  exhausted  and  will  exhaust,  would 
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probably  go  boyond>  or  deep  into»  thtt  seasion  of  Con- 
gress. If,  by  yaur  first  notice,  you  can  avail  yourself 
o£.the  letter  or  equity  of  the  State  law.  your  subsc- 
qtient  nonconformity  to  either  Wa/i  a  notification  to  Ae 
of  an  abandonment  of  the  scrutiny.  If  not, .  even 
your  first  notice  was  irrelative  and  Toid.  But  if  its 
equity  and  justice  is  sustainable  upon  the  moral  au- 
thority of  the  law,  the  same  authority  is  equally  con^ 
elusive  against  the  equity  and  justice  of  your  lying  by 
ibr  near  six  months,  and  then  attempting  to  compBl 
^e  returned  membet  to  desert/hit  constituents,  or  W 
defence.  The  olject  Of  th^  law  yen  have  ^opted; 
and  violated,  was  to  prevent  a  mode  of  proe^eding«in- 
jurioos  to  an  tnditidual  or  to  the  people ;  to  the  t]idi« 
vidual,  fnm  the  decisive  advantage  his  absence  would 
give  to  an  antagonist  itf  the  investigiitlxm  of  a  muUl- 
lode  of  distinct  caees,  as  to  which  no  agent  could  br 
would  be  sufficiently  informed  to  do  hqn  justice;  or  to 
the  people,  ftoin  the  loss  of  representation,  or  from  re- 
ceiving it  rather  from  a  scrutiny  un^ally  conducted, 
than  from  their  own  eofiniges. 
,  Whatever  might  have  heen  a  proper  line  of  conduct 
lor  me,  had  you  continued  to  conform  to  Uie  principles 
of  oar  State  law,  I  discover,  no  obligation  for  conform^ 
ing  to  a  mode  of  scrutiny,  prescribed  only  by  yourself 
contrary  to  those  principles;  because  it  |ippears  to  ^e 
to  be* warranted  as  little  t»y  justice  as  by  ,1aw,  to  cor- 
respond with  no  principle  countenanced,  or  Ukeiy  io 
be  countenanced)  by  either,  and  to  he  at  least  as  liable 
to  be  reacted  on^ my  part  before  I  had  adopted  it»  as  the 
State  mode  can  be  on^o^urs  after  you  had  done  so.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  in  justice  to  the  district,  or  to  my- 
self, perform  any  act  from  which  coujd  be  inferred  t. 
submission  to  the  unauthorized  system  youhaVe  •adopt- 
ed, nor  allow  any  validity  to  the  affidavits  yon  mity 
take  in  pursuance  thereof.  ./ 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully^  yours,  &c  * 

JO&N  P.  HUNqERFOm 

/  Oci^BBB  10^  mi. 

This  extraordinciy  paper,,  so  fbll  of  truism  and 
«ophism,  whether  it  be  eonsidered  as  a  eerious  protest, 
or  as  an  iildireet  mode  of  populalr  wbeedflng,  was  re-, 
oeived  by  me^dn  or  about  the  IHfa  imtant,  (October;) 
I  ceifatnly  never  meaiKt  to  aet  under  either  of  the  laws 
r^fenred  to  in  the  pitper^  the  State  law,  regtdatiBg  %t» 
own  ploeeedingt  on  Untested  eleodons,  had  no  appll- 
cMion ;  and  ihe  Iftw  of  Cmmress,  .em  a  like  tulject, 
M,  kmg  «0o,  exMred.  What  might  possibly  be  the 
**  ttoral  aiitlierity,^'  raewtioited  in  ^  p«p6r»  of  a  fbrw 
eigA,  a  leyealed,  or  of  «i  expifed  kw,  tn  the  case,  I 
cannet  undertake  to  say.  i  eenmlewd  that  ^e  HoMe 
•f  Repreeentallvea*  both  from  the  nature  of  the  etie,, 
and  from  the  poMfive  words  of  the  Constitvtkm,,  had 
fufi  power  to  judge  of  ^  elections,  qnalifteations,  and 
retnms^f  their oivn  menibera ;  th^  so  general  agranC 
of  power  necessarily  implied  a  great  range  of  diacretKm 
in  respect  to  evidence;  that,  from, the  commenoemenl 
of  tike  Ooyemment  to  Januaiy,  .1796,  and  fipom  April, 
1804,  to  the  present  day,  no  act  of  Oongresa  had  ex- 
isted regnlatuig  contested  elections ;  that,  ht  those  pe- 
riods of  thne,  elections  had  been  contested  and  decided 
on  afanost  evei^  point  that  admits  ,of  contest  I  there* 
fore,  without  reforence  to  any  past  law^  endeavored  ta 
procure  sofficient  testimony  on  Ihe  general  principles 
which  are  adopted  in  courts  of  law  vnieffe  affidavits  are 
veoeived  in  ptiice  of  the  oral  testimony  of  witnesses 
present.  I  meant,  at  the  earliest  day,  to  submit  the' 
testimony  I  had,  with  deference,  to.^e  Con»nittee  of 
Elections,  to  solicit  their  eariiest  attention  to  its  suffi- 


ciency in  point  of  form,  and  their  initmctions  ]bm  to 
what  other  sort  of  testimony  they  might  require,  that 
Tmight,  in  the  speediest  way,  perfect  the  one  and  pro- 
cure, the  other.  '     •     , 

JOHN  TAUAFERRO. 

WA%minaTO7K,N0cemberl^rlBlU 
The  petitioner,  in  answer  to  the  objectiona  of  ^r. 
Hungerford,  tho'eitting  member,  to  the  'admiflsioii  m 
evidence  of  the  notice  and  affidavit*  produced  by  the 
petitioner  in  support  .of  the  allegations  ih  his  petition^ 
respectfiilly  represents  to  the  Gtfnumttee  of  Bleotiowi, 
that,  though -lib  law  of  the  United  ^tes,  or  of  tiia 
Stat^  of  Virginia,,  exists,  prefcribin^  Ifaa  mode  of  tak* 
ing  evidenee  in  contest^  elections  like  the  present, 
yet  it  has  bedn  the  settled  prtttioe  of  Congress,  since 
the  law  of  the  United  States  on  that  subject  espired,  to 
receive  tbe  evidence  of  either  par^,  taken  conformabhr 
to  the  laws  and  general  usage  of  the  State  to  which 
they  belong;  requiring  always  that  reasonable  notice 
be  given,  to  tl>e  adverse ' party  of  time  and  place,^that 
h^  may  "attend  and  cross-examine  the  witnesses,  if  he 
thinks  proper. . '  The  jietitioner,  therefore,  submits  to 
the  committee,  whether  the  notices  gi^n  by  him,  and 
the  evidence  taken^' do  not  come.witi^n  the  establUhed 
practice  of  Congress,  so  ai4  to  render  them  adnussU>Ie 
on  tb^  pfesent  opcasipn.  With  regard  to  the  suggea- 
tion  of  the  sitting  member,  that  he  has  not  had  time  tfi 
collect  and  prepare  the  evidence  in  support  ot  his  re- 
turn, the  petitioner .  begs  leave  to  state  the  following 
focis:  Ist.  That^  the  election  dosed  on  the  29th  di^y 
of  April  lastv  at  which  tim^  the  petitioner  declared  to 
fbe'  sitting  member  his  intention  to  ck>ntest  the  elec- 
^on ;  and  did,  in  th^  presence  o^.the  sitting  membef, 
cause  the  affidavits  of  four  persons  to  be  taken  and 
transmitted  to  the  Clerk  ot  the  House  of  Representa- 
'^iyes.  to  be  used  as,  evidence  in  the  controversy.  2d. 
That,  on  the  7th  day  of  May^he  caused  to  be  delivered 
to  the  sittihg  member  a  notice  in  writing,  atating  more 
fully  the  intention  of  {he  petitioner  to  contest  the  elec- 
tion; annexed  to  which  nptice  was  a  list  of  the 
itames  of  aU  thd  voteni  on  the  poHs  of  the  sitting  mi^m- 
ber  objck^ad  ta^  the^iMitioner,  and  a  epissitKcalMiil  «C 
the  piutiealar  ground  of  olHeetion-  to  eai^  -voter.  Aad^ 
Mly,  That  the  pctitiooer  ad,  on  the  27th  of  Beplefeir 
,  her,  give  the  «ittiBg  member  notiee  of  the  timee  aftd 
plttbes  when  andwheff  the  testimony  of  tte  wltneeaea 
pvopoaed  to  be  examined  by  the  petitioner  would  ha 
token;  during  the  whale  of  wMcfav time  the  aitttng 
Member  made  no  e£Eert  either  to  oomrovert  the^^vi- 
delioe  adduced  by  the  petitioner,  or  ta  show  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution  or  l«w*  of  Vifgiyiia,  those 
voters  to  whom  the  j>etitiener  hhd  e^jeotad  were  enti- 
tled to  the  right  of  wf&Mg^  r  nor  hM  he  lilleged  .ft  'UT' 
gle  reaspn  why  he  e^uld  Aot  have  availed  hipself  of 
such  testimony^  if  it  existed,  at  the*  opening  of  the 
present  aesaion^  of  Congress. 

If  there  is  a  -point  which  the  sitting  member  can  —^ 
tablish  to  change  the  aspect  p{  the  case,  or  if  it  be  ip 
his  power  to  countervail  the  evidenoo  before  the  com* 
'mittee  so  at  to  pcodnce  a  result  in  his  frivor,  the  peti- 
tioner demands  an  exposition  of  that  point,  and  a  dis- 
closure of  tlye  evidence  upon  which  the  sitting  member 
will  rely,  to  efiect  that  object.  The  questioti  will  tiien 
'  be  fairiy  presepted  to  the  view  of  the  committee,  and 
they  can  determine  whetiier  the  evidence,  which  th« 
dttLng  member  supposes  to  be  material,  might  not  have 
been /obtained,  with  proper  exIrtioH,  abterior  to  Uie 
meeting  of  Congress ;  whether  due  .diiligence  has  been 
used  by  him  far  that  purpose,  and,  if  not,  from; what 
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ctQfie  the  neglect  hM  arisen ;  and  finally,  whether  the 
proof  which  the  sitting  member  imagines  to  elist 
would,  if  it  Were  before  the  committee,  be  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  validity  of  his  election.  The  petitioner 
begs  leave  to  refer  the  Committee  to  an  attentive  exam- 
ination of  the  Constitoticii  and  laws  of  Virginia  estab- 
lisbiBg  the  right  of  snfirage.  From  these  it  wi0  appear 
that  every  ngttle  dtisen  of  the  State,  (other  than  free 
negroes  and  nmlattoes,)  aged  twenty *Qne  years,  who  is 
possessed  of  a  freehold  estate  at  the  least,  or  who  is 
tenant  lor  life,  in  a  quantity  of  land,  if  improved,  equal 
to  twenty-five  acres,  or  fifty  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
or  of  a  lot  or  part  o(  a  lot  in  any  town  established  by 
law,  and  who  shall  have  been  so  possessed  six  months, 
unless  the  same  shall  be  derived  by  marriage  or  by  de- 
scent, and  none  others,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  also  pro- 
vided by  a  law  of  the- State  that  one  or  more  commis- 
sioners of  the  revenue  shall  be  annual^  appointed  by 
the  court  of  each  county,  whose  espectal  cUity  it  shaU 
be  te  register,  in  alphabetical  order,  in  a  book  oalled  the 
laaid-book  or  list,  the  name  of  each  and  eveiy  land- 
holder in  his  county ;  and  for  the  better  execution  of 
which*  it  is  provided,  by  law,  that  each  person  shall  an- 
nually, on  oath,  give  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all 
lands  and  other  property  of  which  he  is  possessed,  to  be 
entered  on  the  book  or  the  list  of  the  said  comhiissioner. 
This  land  list  is,  by  express  8tatutd>  made  conclusive 
evidence  for  and  against  sherifisin  the  collection  of  the 
land  tax.  -  It  is,  by  law,  evidence  for  or  against  persons 
who  omit  or  refrise  to  vote  at  elections  for  Kcpresenta- 
tivee  to  the  State  Legislature  or  to  Congress.  By  law, 
it  is  the  test  by  whidi  to  try  the  competency  of  grand 
jurors,  as  n<^e  but  freeholders  are  allowed  to  be  grand 
jurors.  It  has  been  the  immemorial  usage  of  the  Leg^ 
irfatore  of  Viri^ia  to  resort  to  the  land  list  as  the  most 
satislaetory  proof  in  contested*  elections,  and  their  de- 
cisions, in  cases  similar  to  the  one  before  the  committee, 
h««e  uniformly  been  in  &vor  of  the  candidate  having 
on  his,  poll  a  majority  of  votes  supported  by  such  list. 
From  this  view  of  the  laws  and  usages  of  Virginia,  the 
committee  will  readily  perceive  that  great  credit  is  due 
to  the  land  list,  as  a  list  of  the  qualification  of  voters ; 
and  the  petitioner  feels  confident  that  it  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  committee  as  conclusive  evidence  in 
the  case  under  consideration,  unless  other  testimony, 
equally  respectable,  should  be  adduced  to  support  the 
pretensions  of  the  sitting  member*  Apply  this  list  to  the 
poll  of  each  party,  and  it  is  a  fair  inrarence,  that,  out 
of  any  given  number  of  votes  divided  between  them, 
its  operation  would  diminish  the  votes  of  each  in  equal 
ptoportioDs* 

The  petitietter  humbly  eoneerree  that  the  proposition 
of  the  sitting  nMcnber  for  further  time'  to  ooUeet  his 
etideaoa,  is  mtppah^  neither  by  veasoa  nor  pieoedtnt. 

it  would  seem  to  be  unnecessary,  after  the  solemn 
decMoci  of  the  Heuie  of  Repveeentotiires,  in  tiie  case 
of  B^fttes  snd  Turner,  to  enter  into  any  general  rea- 
sosfaif  open  this  subjeqt.  In  the  can  referfed  to,  an' 
sppliMtton  for  farther  time  was  refused,  notwithstand* 
ing  the  sitting '  member  decUred  it  would  be  in  his 
power  to  i»oduoe,  on  a  subsequent  day,  material  evi- 
denee,  of  which  he  had  not  previously  known.  But, 
without  the  aid  of  this  adjudication,  such  an  indulgence 
is  manifestly  inconsistent  with  the  plainest  dictates  of 
justice,  and  the  most  familiar  maxims  in  every  judicial 
tribunal.  If,  indeed,  the  sitting  member  can  show  to 
the  committee  that  the  evidence  he  is  in  search  of  was 
not  in  his  possession  or  power  at  any  former  period, 
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that  it  is  material  to  the  support  of  his  claim  to  a  seat 
in  the  ^ouse  of  Representatives  of  the  TJnited  States, 
and  that  he  has  made  use  of  every  reasonable  diligence 
to  obtain  the  same  in  due  time  without  elTect,  the  pe- 
titioner would  not  contest  the  propriety  aiid  fairness  of 
suspending,  for  a  limited  time,  a  final  determination  of 
the -present  controversy.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
manifest  to  the  committee,  that  all  the  means  in  the 
power  of  the  petitioner  to  prosecute  the  inquiry,  on  hie 
part.  Were  equally  open  to  the  sitting  member  to  pre- 
pare for  his  defence ;  Uiat,  immediately  after  receiving 
the  notification,  'as  early  as  the  7th  of  May  last,  that 
bis  election  would  be  contested,  it  was  the  incumbent 
duty  of  the  sitting  member,  without  waiting  for  fiir* 
ther  steps  to  h^  taken  by  the  petitioner,  to  have  met 
the  obiections  made  by  the  petitioner  to  the  voters  spe- 
dficalfy  named,  and  to  show  the  basis  on  which  their 
right  to  vote  rested.  Such  a  course  was  due  to  him- 
self, if  he  believed  the  evidence  for  that  purpose  was 
in  existence;  it  was  due  also  to  the  respect  which 
ought,  on  all  occasions,,  to  be  evinced  for  the  honorable 
body  of  which  he  was  returned  a  member,  and  before 
whom  his  case  was  to  be  heard.  Regardless  of  .these 
considerations,,  and  of  the  right  of  the  petitioner  to  de- 
iband,  in  behalf  of  the  electors  of  his  district,  a  speedy 
decision  of  a  case  involving  their  dearest  interesto,  the 
sitting  member  has  suffered  six  months  to  elapse  with- 
out even,  an  attempt  to  obtain  that  evidence  whi^  he 
now  pretends  to  be  so  essential  in  his  defence.  He 
has  appeared  be&Ve  theoommittee,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  making  his  defence,  but  to  be  relieved  from  that 
unj^leasant  task ;  the  committee  are  gravely  asked  to 
reward  his  neglig^ce  by  gmnting  a  delay,  which,  in 
all  human  {Hrobability,  wUl  amount  to  a  virtual  confir- 
mation of  his  seaL  The  sacred  right  of  representetion 
in  the  Legislature,  at  this  critical  and  important  con- 
juncture of  our  national  concerns,  ought  not  to  be  ar- 
rejBted  from  a  portion  of  the  American  people,  upon 
pretexts  which  are  not  supported  by  facte  or  circum- 
stances, and  whidi,  if  true  in  their  fullest  extent,  would 
fail  of  producing  any  material  change  in  the  result  of 
the  present  investigation.  To  demonstrate  the  accural 
cy  of  thb  proposition,  the  petitioner  begs  leave  to  refer 
the  committee  to  the  extraordinaiy  augmentation  of 
votes  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  by  which  it  will 
appear  that  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes,  not  en- 
rolled on  the  land  list,  were  given  to  the  sitthig  mem- 
ber in  that  oouaty.  being  mece  by  twenty-ei^  thaa 
Mf  exehided  from  the  entice- poll  ef  (he  petittoner,  by 
the  applieaUon  of  the  land  lift  as  a  teat  tohispolltakea 
for  the  six  counties  composing  the  district ;  in  additioa 
to  which,  the  sitting  member  reeMved  a  very  luge  pnn 
portion  of  bad  votes  in  the  other  comities. 

From  these  premises,  which  are  supported  by  the 
strongest  proofr  in  the  possession  of  the  committee,  the 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  that,  admitting  the  sitting 
member  to  sustain  every  objection  which  he  has  made 
to  the  poll  of  the  petitioner,  he  would  fall  very  for  short 
of  raising  his  number  to  a  legitimate  majority  of  the 
district  The  petitioner,  therefore,  with  due  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  can  perceive  no  possi- 
ble benefit  to  be  derived  from  an  enlargement  of  the 
time  for  taking  testimony. 

Such  a  course  might,  and  most  probably  would,  ena- 
ble the  petitioner  to  increase  the  majority  Of  constitu- 
tional sufirage*  to  which  he  is  entitied,  but  it  could  not 
most  assuredly  lessen  them  into  a  minority.  Deeply 
impressed  by  the  foregoing  considerations,  and  with 
the  important  righte  of  his  fellow-dtizens  involved  in 
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the  issue  of  the  question  before  the  committee,  the  pe- 
titioner prays  ^at  his  case  may  be  considered  and  de- 
termineu  without  further  delay. 

JOHN  TALIAFERRO. 

Mr.  Emott  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker :  Before  the  question  is  taken  on 
the  resolation  now  before  the  HoUse,  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  submitting  a  few  remarks  in  expla- 
nation of  the  vote  which  I  am  «bout  to  give.  I 
am  aware  that,  from  the  time  which  has  already 
been  consumed  in  this  discussion,  the.patience  of 
the  House  is  nearly  exhausted,  and  it  is  therefore 
with  great  and  unfeispiied  reluctance,  that  I  rise 
to  take  part  in  the  debate.  The  only  considera*- 
tions  indeed  which  induce  me  to  trouble  you  at 
this  time,  are,  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  which  reported  the  resolution^ 
and  that  the  grounds  on  which  I  agreed  to  the 
resolution  in  the  committee,  and  which  still  re- 
tain their  influence  on  my  mind,  have  not  been 
distinctly  stated,  and  I  fear  are  not  perfectly  un- 
derstood. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  ^nter  into  the  merks 
of  the  election,  or  to  exhibit  a  scale  of  probabil- 
ities by  which  the  House  shall  be  enabled  or 
called  upon  to  judge  of  the  possible,  result  of  this 
controversy.  These  topics  appear  to  me  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  postponement ; 
and  if  we  allow  a  hasty  and  half  digested  opin^ 
ion  with  res|>ect  to  the  possible  of  the  probaole 
end  of  the  dispute  formed  from  documents  not 
perfectly  understood,  or  bottomed  on  the  opinions 
of  persons  in  whom  we  confide,  to'  guide  us,  it  is 
very  much  to  be  feared  that  we  shall  be  misled. 
What,  sir!  shall  we,  when  a  party  requests  time  in 
a  case  like  that  now  before  us,  in  order  to  procure 
testimony — when  he  tells  us  that  by  such  testi- 
mony he  not  only^  intends  but  expects  to  support 
his  return  and  his  right  to  a  seat  in  this  House — 
shall  we  turn  round  and  tell  him  that  we  under- 
stand his  case  better  than  he  does  himself,  and  that 
as  we  are  satisfied,  he  cannot  make  out  his  right, 
that  we  will  not  therefore  give  him  time  ?  fi  it 
true  that  we,  who  now  for^  the  first  time  have  a 
view  of  the  controversy,  can  be  ms  competent 
to  jiidge  of  it  as  one  who  was  an  actor  ra  the 
scenes  which  led  to  it,  and  who  has  a  precise  aDd 
distinct  recollection  of  everythin^f  that  passed? 
Or,  will  we  sufi*er  ourselves  to  believe  that  the  re- 
quest is  made  by  the  party,  notwithstanding  a  con- 
viction on  his  part  that  he  must  eventually  and 
certainly  be  deieated  ?  WhV)  sir,  it  should  be  re- 
collected that  the  taking  or  testimony  must  be 
attended  with  much  trouble  and  expense,  and  it 
is  idle  to  believe  that  a  man  will  incur  either 
without  an  object,  and  that  this  object  is  never 
defeat  and  disgrace. 

The  questions,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  on  this  ap- 
plication present  themselves  to  my  raind,are,  whe- 
ther there  are  any  grounds  to  believe  that  if  time 
is  granted  to  the  sitting  member,  he  will  be  able 
to  support  his  election,  and  whether  he  has  been 
guilty^  of  such  neglect  as  justly  to  deprive  him  of 
the  risfht  to  be  farther  heard.  On  these  questions 
I  shall  proceed  to  offer  a  few  desultory  remarks, 


pledging  myself  at  the  same  ti'me  to  be  as  brief 
as  possible. 

As  to  the  first,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  poll 
itself  furnishes  a  strong  ground  to  presume  that 
the  return  may  be  supported.  When  an  election 
i^  contested  here,  the  controversy  partakes  of  the 
nature^  if  it  does'not  absolutely  assume  the  form, 
of  an  appeal  against  the  return  :  add  as  we  maf 
go  behind  the  return,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  in  de- 
ciding on  th0  main  question  whether  we  shall 
reverse  or 'affirm  the  judgment  of  the  retumitig 
officers,  the  return  ought  not  to  be  received  as 
evidence.  But  this  does  not  hold  with  respect  to 
collateral  questions.  And  on  thb  occasion,  1  think 
it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed,  that  the  person  whose 
vote  was  taken,  had  a  right  to  vote,  so  far  forth  as 
to  entitle  the  p&rty  who  claims  tfaie  benefit  of  it 
to  time,  to  make  out  the  fact. 

Let  roe  remark,  sir,  that  the  election  is  not  only 
public,  but  held  in  the  place  where  the  elector  u 
known.  It  is  not  extremely  probable,  though  it 
is  certainly  sometimes  the  case,  that  a  person  who 
knows  himself  not  to  be  qualified  will  present 
himself  at  the  hustiji&s.  Surrounded,  as  he  must 
be,  and  as  he  knows  himself  to  be,  by  his  neigh- 
bors and  acquaintances,  who  have  a  knowledge 
of  his  state  and  condition  in  life — Ua1)le  as  he  is  to 
be  challenged  and  abused  for  attempting  to  exer- 
cise a  right  which  does  not  belong  to  him,  and 
which  in  the  exercise  gives  to  him  no  personal 
benefit  or' advantage,  and  inmost  cases  subjects 
him  to  considerable  inconvenience,  it  is  not  to  be 
presumed,  when  he  has  voted,  that  he  was  not  le- 
gally qualified  to  vote.  The  presumption  that 
he  had  the  ri^ht,  is  fortified  by  the  consideration 
that  the  presiding  officer,  the  sheriff,  (I  speak  in 
relation  to  this  case,  and  of  the  elections  of  Vir-» 
ginia,)  not  only  has  a  right  to  judge,  but,  by  law 
and  by  oath,  is  bound  to  judge  ot  the  qualifications 
of  the  electors,  and  not  to  admit  illegal  votes.  In 
doing  this,  he  is  not  only  guided  by  what  has 
taken  place  at  former  elections,  and  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  country,  which  is  necessarily  exten- 
sive, but  by  the  land-list  of  the  county,  which  he 
is  bound  to  have  before  him.  Is  not  then  the  con* 
elusion  strong,  that  the  person  who  offers  himself 
to  vote,  and  whose  vote  is  accepted  by  the  sherifi^ 
has  the  right  to  vote  ? 

Again,  sir— and  let  it  still  be  recollected  thai  I 
am  speaking  of  Virginia  eiecttaas^-the  voles  are 
given  in  the'  presence  of  the  caadidates,  their 
frtepids  and  partisans.  There  is  no  .  want  of 
knowledge  or  information  then  9fi  to  the  peraoas 
who  offer  to  vote ;  and  if  there  exists  afiy  doubt 
as  to  the  right,  the  candidate  or  his  asent  has  by 
law  the  pl-ivilege  of  challenging,  and  the, elector 
has  then  to  swear  to  his  quali^tion.  Now,  in 
an  election  so  warmly  contested  as  was  this— in 
which  the  feelings  of  the  electors  and  candidates 
appear  to  have  been  so  much  engaged^  when  it 
was  known,  too,  that  the  majority  on  either  side 
could  not  be  large — is  it  to  be  presumed  that  many 
bad  votes  were  taken  ?  or,  is  not  the  presumption 
a  fait  and  natural  one,  that  the  persons  recognised 
by  the  sheriff  as  qualified  voters,  and  not  objected 
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to  by  the  parties  or  th^  county,  were  legally  en- 
titled to  vote? 

Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another  ground  for 
helieviug  that  the  election  may  be  sappdrted, 
which,  as  to  this  application,  appears  |o  me  abso- 
lateljr  conclusive.  An  hoporaue  gentleman  from 
¥ir|^mia,  (Mr.  QnoLaoN,)  who  is  not  only  against 
glTiBg  time,  but  has  ofifered  a  resolution  for  vaca- 
ting  the  seat  of  the  sitting  member  without  fur- 
ther information  or  inquiry,  has  mentioned  the 
case  of  a  contested  eleciton  from  Massachusetts, 
between  Baylies  and  Turner,  in  which  the  sit- 
ting member  also  asked  time;  and,  has  remarked, 
that  he  put  the  question  distinctly,  whether  the 
member  believed  in  case  time  was  given  him,, he 
would  be  able  to  support  the  retuin,  meantn^  to 
be  governed  by  the  answer  he  should  receive; 
and  that,  as  the  sitting  member  would  not  say  that 
sDcfa  was  his  belief,  he  voted  agaitfst  a  postpone- 
ment. It  is  not  my  wish  to  remark  at  this  time 
on  that  case,  as  my  opinion  respecting  it  is.  suffi- 
ciently known  by  the  part  I  took  in  the  debate ; 
bat  I  wifl  ask  if  the^^entleman  would  thus  h^ve 
been  satisfied  in  that  case,  what  ought  to  be  the 
course  adoptei^  now  ? 

The  sitting .meinber,whett  befbre  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  declared,  and  the  members  of  the 
committee  cerrainiy  gave  credit  to  the  declara- 
tion as  (kt  as  respects  the  belief  oC  the  member, 
that  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  wouM  be  able, 
if  time  was  granted  htm,  to  support  his  election ; 
and  th^  committee  have  accordingly,  in  their  re- 
port, stated  that  the  sitting  meoiber  requested 
time,  under  the  conviction  tnat  he  would  be  able 
to  substantiate  his  poll  and  his  challenges.  Nor 
did  f  understand  the  petitioner,  in  opposing 
the  application  for  time,  as  at  all  disputing  the 
belief  of  the  sitting  member  or  requiring  iiirth^r 
evidence  of  it.  In  addition  to  this,  you  have  this 
day  heard  the«itting  member  in  his  place  declare, 
in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  an  honorable  gen- 
tiemitn  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  M6Kbe,)  thi^t  he  is 
convinced  he  can  support  his  return  if  you  allow 
him  time  for  such  purpose.  Now,  sir,  1  will  ask 
von  if  the  simple  declaration  of  a  belief  would 
have  been  satisfactory,  how  much  inojre  is  the 
declaration  of  a  settled  conviction  arising  from  a 
foil  and  intimatfe  knowledge  of  the  whole  contro- 
versy; And  the  House  wUl  permit  me  to  ask 
what  other  evidence  is  wanted  or  ought  to  be  re- 
quired, on  a  question  of  poettionement,  that  there 
are  grounds  to  believe  the  election  may  be  sup- 
port^. • 

I  am  senaiblej  sir,  it  iscoatended-'that  the  com- 
parison which  has  been  made  of  the  Spoils  with 
the  land  lists,  destroys  this  presumption.  It  is 
certainlv  advisable  for  a  stranger  to  the  State  and 
laws  of  Virginia  to  ffpproach  these  land  lists 
ointiously,  when  he  finds  such  a  diversity  of  sea- 
tibient  as  to  their  influence  and  operation  on  elec- 
tions, as  in  this  debate  we  have  witnessed  in  gen- 
tlemen of  high  standing  from  that  State^  A  few 
remarks  respecting  them  becomes  however  ne- 
cessary. 

The  latid  lists,  a^  I  understand  them,  are  sitate- 1 
meuta  made  by  Commissioners  hi  each  county  of  1 


the  lands  in  their  respective  districts,  liable  to  be 
>ated  with  an  account  of  the  owners  of  the  free* 
hold  as  far  forth  as  the.  Commissioners  can  as- 
certain them,  and  are  corrected  annually  from  an 
eiamination  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  tranfers 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk ;  the 
corrections  take  place  in  the  Sprinpf,  and  the  list 
with  its  corrections  is  called  tb^  list  of  the  year 
wherein  the  corrections  were  completed.  These 
lists  are  made  up  for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  and 
indeed  are  nothing  more  than  assessment  rolls ; 
they  ascertain  the  land  rated  and  the  tax  to  be 
paiq,  but  to  the  proprietor,  they  give  only  theoon- 
jeetare  or  opinion  of  the  officer.  >  A  land  list  is 
not  a. record  of  the  title,  and  it  is  accordingly  un- 
derstood, and  so  is  the  admission  of  the  parties 
here,  that  it  m^y  be  contradicted. 

Let  ma  now  remind  gentlemen  that  the  land 
lists  by  which  the  compari^n  in  thi«  case  was 
made  were  those  pf.  1810;  and  which,  therefore, 
in  point -of  time,  precedes  the  election  by  about  a 
j^ear;  and  they  will  perinit  me  to  ask  whether  it 
IS  possible  that  any  evidence  arising  from  such 
lists  can  destroy  the  presumption  that  the  return 
may  he  supported  if 'time  is  given*  Ail  the  ar- 
rangements and  dispositions  within  the  year  are 
necessarily  excluded,  and  the  persons  who  in  such 
year  by  purchase,  by  marriage,  by  devise,  and  by 
descent,  became  freeholders  and  electors,  are  not 
to  be  found  on  the  land  lists.  In  a  country  like 
purs,  where  property  finds  new  owners  so  fre- 
quently, it  is  tesy  to  conceive  that  many  persons 
not  entitled,  to  vote  in  1811,  may  be  found  on  the 
land  list  of  1810,' and  on  the  contrary,  that  many, 
very  many  persons  not  on  such  lists  were  entitled 
to  .vote.  Nor  is  it  true,  that  the  Commissioners 
bv  searching  the  offioescan  with  any  great  degree 
or  certainty  ascertain  the  freehold  owners.  I 
understood  it  not  to  be  the  practice  to  record 
leases  for  lives,  which  yet  give  the  freehold  qual- 
ification and  are  numerous  in  this  very  district. 
}n  purchases  of  the  whole  interest  the  only  thing 
which  creates  a  necessity  of  recording  a  convey- 
ance, is  toguar^  against  future  sales ;  as  between 
the  parties  the  deed  is  and  always  remains  valid 
without  being  .recorded,  and  in  caws  where  the 
kranteehas  conidende  in  the  grantor  it  frequently 
happens  that  the  conveyance  is  never  put  on  re- 
cord. Whatever  efieet  therefore  the  Iliad  lists 
may  have  on  the.final  decision  of  this  controversy, 
they  ought  not  to  be  reg^ed  in  the  determina- 
.tion  of  this  collateral  question.    ' 

But.  sir,  there  is  an  additional  consideration 
why  the  comparison  should  not  in  this  case  be 
allowed  to  have  the  decisive .  influence  which 
some  gentletnen  are  desirous  to  give  it.  It  ap-. 
pears  that  the  petitioner  in  making  his  challenges 
in  the  counties  which  gave  a  considerable  vote 
for  the  sitting  member^  objected  to  every  person 
who  did  not  appear  on  (he  land  list,  and  that  the 
sitting  member  did  not  pursue  this  course  ;  had 
the  latter  challenged  at  large  and  according  to 
the  land  list,  it  is  certain  that  difierence  could  not 
have  been  by  any  means  as  great  as  it  now  ap« 
pears.  When  gentlemen  know  this,  and  when 
they  are  informed  that  the  committee  in  their 
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ezftminatioa  of  tbe  land  lists  .did  not  go  beyond 
the  cbaiieoffes,  will  they  yet  say  that  the  oompar- 
J8on<reportea  is  sufficent  to  destroy  er^ry  presump- 
tion in  favor  of  the  reiat'O,  and  any  expectation 
that  it  can  be  sapported  ? 

As  to  the  question  whethei'the  sitting  member 
has  been  guilt y^  of  such  negligence  as  ought  in 
jtistice  to  deprive  him  of  the  right  of  defence,  I 
shall  make  bot  few  remarks— I  sajr  the  right  of 
defence,  because  it  is  obvious  that  if  time  is  not 
granted  to  procure  testimony}  the  member  is 
bound  hand  and  foot  and  must  be  thrown  out  of 
his  place— and  here  I  may-  observe,  that  gentle* 
men  go  entirely  out  of  the  case  when  the^  reason 
on  a  delay  which  is  to  last  until  the  end  of  the 
prceeat  session  of  this  Congress.  The  committee 
has  reported  a  reaaonaUotime,  atad  tbe  time  deemed 
reasonable  by  them  and  by  the  pe^wos  claiming 
it,  is  six  weeks.  It  must  also  be  recolletted  that 
toil*  business  was  brought  •  before  the  ^committee 
at  an  early  day  in  the  session^ and  tHat  the'time 
which  has  been  taken  up  in  the  examination  and 
birinffing  the  case  before  the  House,  is  to  be  laid 
wholly  at  the  door  of  the  petitioner.  In  saying 
this,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  casting 
an^  imputation  on  the  petitioner,  he  ceruinly  h«d 
a  riffht  to  present  the  case  to  the  committee  and 
to  the  House  in  his  own  way,  but  it  ought  to  be 
known  that  the  time  already  consumed  is  not  to  be 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  sitting  member:  be 
at  an  early  period  asked  for  time,  and  if  it  had 
not  been  objected  to  by  the  petitioner,  the  exam- 
inations would  now  have  nearly  been  ended. 

A  strong  case  ouffht  surely  to  be  made  out  be- 
fore we  bring  ourfelves  to  decide  that  the  door 
shall  b^  closed  against  the  admission  of  material 
evidence  which  may  be  produced  in  so'  short  a 
ikne.  The  controversy,  sir,  is  not  about  a  few 
cents  in  litigation  before  a  country  justice,  but 
relate^  to  the  elective  franchiseand  is  conducted 
before  the  most  august  l>ody  in  the  nation.  I 
mention  this  because  gentlemen  have  reasoned  as 
if  we  were  trying  an  action  in  a  court  of  laW  and 
were  (o  be  regulated  by  the  rules  of  default :  t&ese 
analogies  are  worse  thjan  wronff— their  tendency 
is  to  mislead.  If  any  right  has  value  in  this 
.country,  and  ought  to  be  held  dear  by  the  peoplf, 
it  is  the  riflht  of  suffrage:  it  is  on  the  doe  exercise* 
of  this  right,  that,Mtnder  Providence,  our  Govern- 
ment depends.  When  this  right  is  held  in  liflfht 
estimation  by  the -governors  or  governed  our  lib^ 
erties  are  in  danger.  When  therefore  this  House 
is  passing  upon  a  case  in  whict  the  electjve  fran- 
chise is  brought  io  question,  it  should  proceed 
with  great  caution  and  less  zeal  for  k  speedy  de- 
cision than  a  just  one. 

The  consequences  which  may  flow  in  this  case 
from  a  determination  not  to  grant  time,  ought  'to 
lead  us  to  hesitate.  If  we  pnoceed  to  judge  from 
the  comparison  which  has  been  made  of  the  rolls 
with  the  land  lists,  and'  to  set  a^ide  the  return 
withoiu  giving  the  sitting  mtmber  a  chance  to 
produce  his  evidence,  we  may,  and  probably  will 
do  wrong;  whereas,  if  we  give  him  time  and  do 
ooc  decide  until  the  case  U  matured  and  the  par- 
ties have  an  opportunity  to  collect  their  proof,  we 


shall  have  the  merits  fully  before  us  and  will  be 
able  to  do  complete  justice.  We  ought  to  reflect, 
also,  that  the  candidates  are  not  the  only  persons 
interested  in  this  controversy;  the  electors  of  the 
district  are  also  parties,- and  it  is  due  to  them  that 
no  testimony  should  be  shut  out.  A  decision 
after  a  fair  hiring  on  full  testimony  ought  to 
satisfy  them,  and  I  dare  say  will ;  bu^  sir,  what 
.will  be  the  feelings  of  the  electors  who  supported 
the  sitting  meml^r  and  of  his  friends,  when  he 
returns  sborn  of  his  honors,  and  tells  them  that 
you  have  cast  him  from  yon  because  some  of  them 
could  not  be  found  on  the  land  list,  notwithstand- 
ing he  offered  to  prove,  if  a  few  wedcs  were  al- 
loi^ed  him  for  the  purpose,  that  they  were  lesal 
voters ;  that  in  your  great  anxiety  to  nave  the  dis* 
trict  rightfully  representedj'^you  would  not  Hstea 
to  his  entreaties  to  grant  him  a  short  time  to  pro- 
cure his  testimony,  under  the  most  solemn  pledges 
that  delay  ixras  not  his  object,  and  that  if  he  bad 
l^n  guiTty  of  negligence,  it  was  owing  to  want 
of  information?  We  must  Hot  believe  that  the 
el^tors  will  be  satisfied,  or  that  they  will  think 
of  our  proceedings  but  with  disgust, .  &ely  upon 
it,  sir,  the  warmth  of  feeling  which  caused  so 
great  a  poll  in  this  district  has  not  ^et  subsided, 
and  the  cool  reasoning  and  nice  distinctions  which 
have  been  used  in  this  discussion  will  not  satisfy 
the  freeholder,  who  is  in  the  full  and  quiet  occu- 
pation of  bis  plantation,  that  he  has  no  right  to 
vote;  because  he  is  not  on  the  land  list,  or  that 
it  was  just  to  take  away  l^is  right  of  suffrage 
without  allowibg  him  an  opportunity  .to  produce 
his  title  to  yop. 

Now,  air,  on  ^hat  is  this  charge  of  gross  neg- 
ligence fouuded,  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  all 
further  inquiry  ?  We  find,  by  looking  at  the  pa- 
per, that  pn  the  7th  of  May,  a  few  days  ^fter  tiie 
election,  the  petitioner  gave  notice  to  the  sitting 
member^ that  he  intended  to  contesit  the  return, 
and  served  ham  with  a  list  of  tbe  voters  to  whom  - 
he  obi^ted ;  not  becatise  they  were  not  on  the 
land  lists,  but  because  they  were  not  freeholders, 
or  Were  minors  or  black  men.  A  few  days  after 
the  sitting  member  furnished  the  petitioner  with 
his  list  of  >obj^tionable  voters.  The  petitioner 
after  this  remained  inactive  until  the  27ui  of  Sep- 
tember, when  he  save  notice  of  his  intention  to 
take  testimony  in  Octoher*  It  was  noc  pretended 
thatif  the  sitting  niember  was  justified  in  lying  still 
until  he  received  the-  notioe  in  September,  that 
he  has- then  had  sufficient  time:  but  it  is  alleged 
that  he  was  bound  to  proceed  on  the  notice  of 
May,  withoat  any  further  evidaooe  of  the  inten-  - 
tion  of  the  petitionei'^ 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  effect  of  the 
notice  in  May,  in  case  the  petitioner  had  in  it 
piaeed  hia^  case  in  whole  or  in  part  on  the  land 
lists,  I  think  that  in  justice  and  sound  sense,  the 
notice  authorised  by  no  law,  and  in  Us  very  tarma  . 
looking  to  the  testimony  to  be  taken, ought  not  to 
be  regarded  as  such  a  step  as  to  put  the  sitting 
member  to  collecting  his  proof  atall  nazards  and 
without  delay.  The  member  had  the  record  of 
the  canvass  and  the  retuui,  and  nnt^  he  fooad  that 
the  petitioner  was  about  to  invalidate  them  by 
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|iroof,  it  surely  eoold  notbemeenmj  ibr  him  to 
Mipport  tbem  by  proof.  We  too  well  noderstaod 
the  feeliDgs  of  an  i^Dsvccessfol  ctiididtte  at  the 
tennination  of  a  warmly  eootested  electioo,  to 
place  the  atmort  reliance  on  a  declaration  that 
he  will  proceed  to  a  scrutiny,  when  that  seruttnT 
is  to  cau-y  him. from  home. and  to  create  mocn 
troubleand  expense.  And  will  we  yet  say  that  when, 
such  a  declaration  is  made,  the  returned  member 
is  at  his  peril  to  collect  his  proof  whatever  trouble 
or  expense  he  may  incur  bv  it  ?  I  beg  gentlemen 
to  reflect  oa  the  effect  or  establishing^  this  asa 
principle  in  the  case  of  conteslfed  elections.  Is  it 
ttot  onions  that  it  may  be  nude  a  weapon  of 
oppression  in  the  baods  bf  eatery  heated  and  dis» 
appointed  candidate?  He  has  only  at  the  close 
of  the  election  to  give  a  notice,  that  costs  him 
nothing,  and  although  at  the  .rery  time  he  does 
not  intend  to  proeeM  to  a  somtiayj  yet  has  suc- 
€essfhl  opponent  who  cannot  dive  into  his  mind, 
jnQst  labor  from  thM  time  forth  ;to  establish  his 
election.-  If  he  fails  to  do  so,  and  the  losing 
eaadidate  can,  sear  the  canniieileemrBt  of  a  ses- 
sion, procure  some  proof  which  t^sts  a  doad 
brer  tne  eleetion,  or  raises  a  presomptibn  against 
the  return,  the  whde  state  of  things  is  varied. 
This  is  tnilv  a  discovery  in  eleetioas^  and  may 
W  called  a  plan  for  a  minoiity  to  be  made  a  ma- 
jority, or'  how  a  man  that  is  not  elected  by  his . 
district  may  be  ebosenr  for  it  by  this  House. 

I  shall  press  but  one  more  consideration  on  the 
House.  The  sitting  member  declares  that  he  did 
BOt  know  of  an^  inode  in  whieh  he  could  take 
testimony,  and  md  npt  believe  that  it  could  be 
taken  until  some  order  was  made  here ;  that  in 
the  laws  of  Virginia  he  could  find,  nothing  which 
applied  to  his  case,  and  that  he  found  our  ^statute 
respecting  contested  elections  had  lon^  since  ex- 

E'red.  Is  there  any, reason  to  disbelieve  him? 
B|  every  newly  returned  member  ask  himself 
the  question,  whether  his  imfNrcssions  until  he 
came  here  were  not  the  sadie ;  and  is  there  not 
even  some  cause  toMiev^  after  all,  that  tne  con- 
jecture was  right  1  True  it  is,  sir,  that  we  have 
on  one  or  twooeca^oni  received  testimony  under 
«  kind  of  common  law^  which  jt  seems  we  have 
on  this  subject,  and  this  may  have  been  made 
known  to  tbe  petitioner  as  he  lias  heretofore  had 
a  seat  In  this  House  i  but  It  is  not  to  be  presumed 
tbat  the  sitting  member',  a  mere  former  and  conn- 
try  gentleman,  who  now  for  the  first  time  appears 
here,  and  who  never  before^  in  all  probability^  at- 
tended to  the  manner  in  which  contested  eleotions 
«re  conducted  by  us,  should  be  conviersant  with 
oar  common  law  of  elections,  if  indeed  we  have 
«iieh  law.  And  this  I  think,  is  of  itself  sufficient 
to  do  away  all  idea  of  culpable  negligence. 

In  every  view  of  the  subject  which  I  h|ive  been 
able  to  take,  I  think  thet  sitting  member  is  entitled 
to  further  time  to  procure  testiosony,  and  I  shall 
Accordingly  so  vote. 

The  question  on  eoneorrinj^  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  in  their  said  report,  was  then 
determined  in  the  negative^yeas  4G,  nays  65,  as 
follows : 

Taae—Eisldsl  Baeom  Mm  Baker,  WUiaa  W. 


Bibb,  Ah^  Bigekmr,  EH^  Bngbam,  Martin  OhU- 
teoden,  John  Clopton,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William 
Bly ,  iamss  Bmott,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitoh,  Chailse 
Goldsbofough,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Pilchard  Jaekson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Kev,  Lyman  Law, 
Robert  Le  Roy  LiTiogstoQ,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Arc^ 
bald  McBxyde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Am- 
nah  Metcalf,  John  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Museley,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Jaofies  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincj, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry 'M.  Ridgely, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Storgesi  Samuel  Taggart,  Bei\jamib  Tallmadge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Josi^  Bart- 
lett,  Bnrweil  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  ThooMs 
Bkmlit,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Bar- 
well,  Wm.  Butler,  John  O.  Calhoun,  Langdoa  Chaves, 
Lewb  Coadity  William  Cmwford,-  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Jyeph  Pe^ha,  Elias  Bade,  James  Fisk,  Me- 
shack  FranUjn,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peleiaon  Goodwyn, 
Isaaah  L.  Groen,  Felix  Gnindy*  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob 
Ettfty,  John  M.  Hyneman,.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
9tfh  Kent,  Wm.  R.  King,  Abner  Laeock,  Peter  Little, 
WiUiam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thoiaas  Moore,  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitch- 
ill,  James  MoigfJi,  Hngh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Piper,  Benjar 
mia  Pond«  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneser  Seaver, 
Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Silas 
Stow,  William  Strong,  Charles  Turner  jr.,  Pierre  Yim 
Oortlandt,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  with  the  Oom- 
ttittee  of  Elections. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolfh,  to  re- 
commit the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  question  on  this  mttion  was  determined  iu 
the  negative—^yeas  50,  nays  66.  as  follows : 

YsAS-^Ezekiel  Bacon.  John  Baker,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Ridiard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Lyman  Law^  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee^  Arunah 
Metcalf  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  brael  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jonah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  lUdgely,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Lewis  B.  StOrges,  George  SuUiyan,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benf  n  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
David  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bart- 
lett,  Bnrweil  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Biown,  WiUiam  A.  Bur- 
wen,  Wm.  Butler,  John  C.  Calhottn,  Langdon  Chevea, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crswted, 

Roger  Datis,  John  Dawaoo,  jQ0M>h  Desha,  Elias  EaiH 
Jaases  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  ThomM  Gholson,  Pb- 
tenon  Goodwyoy  Isaiak  L-Giees,  Fsliz  Givady,  J^ 
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A.  Harper,  Jtcob  Hiifty,lolui  M.  HTpennB,  Bkfaard  M. 
Johnson,  JoMph  Kont,  Wiltiam  R.  King,  Abnar  LMOck, 
Peter  Little,  Willitm  Lowndee,  Aaron  Lyie,  Geo.  C» 
MaxweH,  Thomas  Moore,  Alexander  MoSim,  8am1  L. 
Mitehill,  Jamee  Morgan,  Hugh  Nehnn,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsbj,  William  Piper, 
Benjamin  Pond,  Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneter  8age,  Ebeneter 
SeaTor,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  SUas  Stow,  Wil- 
liam Strong,,  Uri  Tra^,  Charles  Turner,  jan^  Pierre 
Van  CorUandtJun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Wid- 
geiyi  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ghouson,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutioos : 

1.  Besolvedi  That  John  P.  Huogerford  is  not 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

2.  Reached^  That  John  Taliaferro  i$  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

The  question  on  the  first  resolution  was  deter- 
mioed  m  this  affirmatiFe — yeas  67,  oays  29,  as 
follows : 

TsAS-*Willis  Alston,  inn.,  William.  Anaer«>n,  Ste- 
▼enson  Archer,  Daniel  ATery,  Etekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Bnswell  Baasett,  Wilfiam  Black- 
ledge.  Thomas  Blount,  Ad^n  Boyd,  Robert  Bfown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Lewis  Condit,  WiUiMn  Crawibvd, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  EHas  Earle, 
James  FidL,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomfus  Gholson,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  M.Hynemaii,  Rich*d  M.  Johnson,' Joseph 
Kent,  William  R.'King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Alexander  Mc^m,  Samuel  L.  Mitch- 
ill,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thoa^ 
Newbeld,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Onnsl^,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samiiel  Ring- 
gold, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts;  Ebe- 
Bflier  Sage,  Ebeneter  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  George 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  6ilas  Stow,  William  Strong, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, Jr.,  Robert 
WhitehUl,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

Nats— William  W.  Bibb,  Abgah  Bigelow,  Efijah 
Brigham,  John  Clopton,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Bolhng  ]9all,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livuigston,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jonah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Adam  Seybert,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  question  on  the  second  resolution  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  66,  nays  19,  as 
follows: 

Tbas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  WUliam  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Ardier,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Davul 
Bard,  Burwell  Baasett,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well, Wm,  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevea, 
Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  EKas  Earle,  James  Fide,  Me- 
shack Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Feliz  Grundy,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Ridiard  M.  Johnsoa,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil|iam 
R*  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Peter  Little,  Wm.  Lowndes, 
Anion  I^rls,  Gaoige  C«  Maxwell,  ThooMs  Mooie,  Aittt- 


•!!?«*» 

Hngh  Nelson,  Anthony  Ne^,  Thomas  Newbold.  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea* 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberto,  Ebeneter  Sage,  Ebe- 
neser  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw;  Geprge  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  SUas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill, 
William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 
Nats— William  W.  Bibb,  Elijah  Brigham,  John 
<!)lopton.  Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawet,  Lyman  Law, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nadianiel  Macon,  Jonathan 
0.  Moeeley,  Ames  Pleasanto,  jr.,  John  Randolph,  Wil- 
Uam  Reed,  Henry  M.  IQdgely,  Adam  Seybert,  Philip 
Stuart,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David  R» 
Williami,  and  Thomas  WilsoH. 

Monday,  December  2. 

JoBM  TALiAPaRHO,  who  haa  been  daelarcd  ea- 
titlfd  t6  a  seat  in  this  House,  as  one  of  the  tnem- 
bers  for  Virgiaja,  in  the  place  of  John  P.  Hunger- 
ford,  who  haa  been  declared  not  entitled,  to  a  seai 
in  this  House,  appeared,  mis  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Lbwis  presenled  a  petition  of  aandry  io- 
hahltanto  of  the  City  of  Washington,  praying  tb«S 
certain  ainendtfiettts  therein  memiooed,  may  be 
made  to  the  aet  ineorpoimtiog  the  City  of  Wash- 
iagtoo.-^Referred. 

Mr.NBWTON,from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petiiions  of  Isaac  Claftoo  and  Archibald  McCalt, 
preset) ted  a  bill  authorizing  the  isioiog  of  deben- 
tures in  certain  eases;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
day liext.         . 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  a  petition  of  sundrf 
foembers  of  sevdral  Christian  denominations,  re- 
siding in  the  western  parts  of  the  United  Statea. 
praying  that  poe^  offices  tiuiy  not  be  opened,  and 
that  the  mails  umv  oot  be  carried,  on  Sundays. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  ihe  House  sundry 
resolutions  adopted  aia  meeting  of  a  number  oif 
idhabitanu  of  Gloucester  county,  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey^. expressive  of  their  disapprobation  of 
the  conduct  of  tl^e  Gk>Temment  of  Great  Britain^ 
of  their  confidence  in,and  attachment  to,  the  preo- 
ent  Administration  of  the  Qeaeral  GtoTcrnment^ 
and  of  their  support  ofsUch  measures  as  may  be 
adopted  /or  the  defence  of  the  honor  and  inleresta 
of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  resolutions  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CJoLo,  from  the -committee  to  whom  waa 
recommitted  the  bill  for  the  more  convenient  tak- 
ing of  affidavits  and  bail,  in  citil  causes  depend- 
ing in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  reported 
an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  read,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  bill  committed  -to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Ba88Btt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  such  sunding  rule?  and  or- 
ders at  are  proper  to  be  observed  in  this  Hooae, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  MoaaoWjfrom  the  Committee  on  tha  Pub- 
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lie  LttUds^  to  whomwM  eottnitted,  ih^  anmiid- 
ment  of  the  SeiMrte  to  the  bill  '^  ezteadiog  the  time 
iar  openifig  the  several  land  offices  established  ia 
theTerritof  ]r  of  Orleans,''  reported  the  agreement 
of  the  committee  to  the  said  ameadmedt. 

The  ameodmeiit  was  tiieU  read,  aod  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from,  the  Senate,  '*  making  a  further 
appropriiititm  ibr  the  support  of  a  library,''  was 
read  twice,  aod  coinmitted  to  a  CommitteHB  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  allowing  further  time  ft^r 
completing  the  paymenu  on  certain  lands  held  by 
rtffht  of  prenemption  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ; 
which  was  gone  through,  reported  to  ^he  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
CD  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clif- 
ford of  Philadelphia,  and  Oharies  Wirgman  of 
Baltimore. 

The  Committee,  after  some  discussion  on  tb^ 

>  bill,  rose^  reported  fHrogtess,  t^nd  «sked  leave  to  sit 

again,  which  was  refused ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 

D.  R.  Wii.iiiAMS,  the  bill  was  recoinmiti^d  to  the 

Coaamitteeof  Commerce  and  Manufactures*  < 

The  House  again  went  iaio  Coimnittee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  laf  iag  out  a 
poUic  road  from  the  line  established  bf  the  Treaty 
of  Greenville,  to  the  North  Bend  of  the  Ohio ; 
which  W9LB  reported  to  the  {louse;  by  whom  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tnird  reading. 

Tuesday,  December  3. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  nmeteeoth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  and  of  the  present 
Army  of  the. United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of, the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rahdolpb,  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  faithful  application 
of  public  moneys,  were  authorized  and  empowered 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  altera- 
tions and  amendments  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  several  acts  of  Congress  establishing  ports 
of  entry  and  delivery. 

An  engrossed  bill  ^allowing  a  further  time  for 
completing  the  payments  on  certain  lands,  held 
by  right  oi  pre-emption,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory,'' was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committiee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  au- 
thorize the  surveying  and  making  of  certain  roads 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the 
Treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan." The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  toHfuorrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^'  making 
a  forthei  apfref  riation  for  the  support  of  a  libra- 


ry." The  bill  waa  reported  without  amendment, 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Burn- 
ham.  No  amendment  being  made  the  bill  waa 
ordered  to  be  engrosaed,  and  read  tne  third  time 
to-morrow. 

TBRRirpRY  OP  LOUISIANA. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  The 
motion  to  strjke  out  so  much  of  the  sixth  section 
of  the  bill  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Ltouisiana,  as  relates  to  the  qaalii- 
cation  of  elections,  being  under  consideration-^ 

Mr.  Rbea  said)  the  obdervation?  which  he  waa 
about  to  make  would  b^  chiefly  confined  to  the 
objections  made  to  the  provisions  contained  in 
the  sixth  section  of  the  bill,  relating  to  the  quali- 
fications of  those  who  may  vote  at  elections  for 
members  of  the  General  Assembly.  That  sec- 
tion  has  been  opposed,  as  if  the  qualifications  of 
an  elector  were  confined  to  freehold  Only;  but  the 
qualification  of  freehold  is  not  the  only  one,  as 
will  appear  by  reference  to  that  part  of  the  sec- 
tion which  is  moved  to  be  struck  out;  it  is  in  the 
following  words :  "Every  free  white  man  of  the 

*  age  of  twenty-one  years,  being  an  inhabitant  of 
'  the  Territory,  and  possessing  a  freehold  in  the 
'  county,  and  every  free  white  maO  of  the  age  of 

*  twentjr-one  years,  being  an  inhabitant  of  any 
'  county  therein,  one  year  preceding  the  day  of 
'  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  that  cotinty, 

*  for  a  representative  or  representatives  to  the 
'  General  Assembly." 

The  section  declares  two  modes  of  qualifica- 
tion, one  is  a  freehold  (or  estate  in  fee)  in  the 
county,  and  the  other  is,  the  being  an  inhabitant 
in  the  county  for  one  year  next  preceding  the 
di|y  of  election.  If,  pursuant  to  a  motion  that  has 
been  made,  the  word  freehold  be  struck  out  of  the 
section)  the  privilege  of  voting  will  be  restrained, 
for  in  that  case,  a  man  by  being  vested  with  a 
fee  will  not  be  entitled  to  vote,  and  his  exclusion 
cannot  be  bottomed  on  any  rational  principle* 
Ifa  citizen  of  the  Uatted  States  will  move  to 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  and  there  purchase 
land,  and  settle  thereon,  ana  become  vested  with 
the  complete  title  thereof,  be  the  quantity  what 
it  may,  there  is  no  good  reason  to  exclude 
him  from  Voting  at  an  election,  immediately  af- 
ter he  has  obtained  a  title  for  his  land ;  by  his 
purchasing  land,  settling  thereon,  and  acquiring 
a  title  thereto,  he  has  given  the  strongest  evidence 
in  his  power  of  bis  determination  to  be  an  inhab- 
itant of  that  country,  and  of  his  attachment  there- 
to ;  an  evidence  far  superior  to  that  which  arises 
from  the  payment  of  a  tax  only ;  for  a  man  who 
is  only  a  transitory  resident,  by  being  there  at 
the  time,  may  pav,  or  be  compelled  to  pay  a  tax 
merely  personal,  his  name  having  been  reported 
on  a  tax  list,  and  after  the  tax  is  paid,  and  a  vote 
by  him  rendered,  may  immediately  go  oflf  for 
some  other  country.  The  Territory  of  Louisiana 
being  on  the  frontier,  remote  and  exposed,  a  resi- 
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dence  of  one  year  in  any  coonty  tfaerelo,  next 
preceding^  the  day  of  electfon,  may  not  be  too 
loBg  to  priTileee  t  roan,  not  possesied  of  land  in 
fee,  to  vote  at  elections ;  that  period  of  time  is  not 
more  than  sufficient  to  manifest  an  attachment 
to  the  country.  It  will  also  Ibllow,  as  a  matter 
of  course;  that  if  a  man  hqs  been  an  inhabitant 
of  a  county  for  one  year  preceding  the  day  of 
an  election,  be  will  have,  paid  a  tax,  if  there  be  a 
law  in  that  Territory  providing  for  payment  of  a 
personal  tax;  and  if  there  be  no  such  law,  the 
•qualification  arising  from  payment  of  a  tax  only 
wHl  operate  strangely  at  the  first  election,  if  not 
«t  any  othef  subsequent.  The  qualifications  of 
eleetprs,  provided  for  in  the  bill,  will  ^uard 
jigainst  impositions,  and  such  intrusion  will  be 
more  easily  detected  ;  this  will  appear  more  ne- 
cessary, when  it  is  considered,  that  this  bill  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  conipact  between  the  United 
States  and  the  people  bf  Louisiana. 

But  a  motion  has  been  made  to  strilre  out  all 
tliat  part  of  the  sixth  section  which  defines  the 
qualifications  of  electors,  and  to  insert  in  place 
thereof,  the  following:  "Every  free  while  male 
citizen  residing  in  the  said  Territory,  who  shall 
have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
paid  a  tax."  If  this  proposed  amendment  be 
agreed  to,  the  elective  franchise  ))rovided  for  in 
the  bill,  will  be.strangely  restrained ;  for  that 
arising  from  a  freehold  only  will  be  excluded,  as 
also  that  arising  from  being  an  inhabitant  for 
one  year  preceding  the  day  of  election,  and  the 
only  one  will  be  that  arising  from  being  a  citizen 
and  payment  of  tax.  That  the  proposed  amend- 
ment-is indefinite  and  uncertain  will  further  ap- 
Eear,  by  inquiring  who  are  they  who,  being  in- 
abiiants  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  are 
entitled  to  hie  named  citizens?  And  ^ho  are 
they,  who,  being  citizens  and  having  paid  tax, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  elections?  I  do  not 
undertake,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  answer  these  ques- 
tions. By  the  offered  amendment,  it  seems  an' 
elector  must  be  a  citizen  and  have  paid  tax. 
ThatJs,  an  elector  is  a  citizen  who  has  paid  tax. 
It  may  not  be  usdess  to  inquire  whether  all  the 
free  male  white  inhabitants  of  the  age  bf  twenty- 
one  years  ,in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  are  em- 
braced by  the  word  citizen.  In  respect  to  the 
term  or  word  citizen,  it  is  amply  provided  for  in 
the  ninth  section^  which  is  in  the  words  following: 
**And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  and  eTcry  free 
white  male  person,  who,  on  the  20th  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  waa 
an  inhabitant  of  the  Territorv  of  Louisiana,  ,and  all 
free  white  male  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes,  who* 
aince  the  said  twentieth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  emigrated,  or 
who  hereafter  ^ay  emigrate  to  the  said  Territory,  be- 
ing otherwise  quaiifled  according  to  the  proviaiohs  of 
Uds  act,  shall  be  capable  to  hold  any  office  of  honors 
trust,  or  profit,  in  the  said  Territory,  nnder  the  United 
States,  or  under  said  Territory,  and  to  vote  lor  mem* 
beis  of  the  General  Aneaibly,  abd  a  ddegate  to  Con* 
gross,  during  the  temporary  government  provided  for 
by  this  act." 

By  the  teria  citizen  is  understood,  a  man  who 


is  in  possession  aad  exerefsrof  ev«ry  right  «ad 
privilege  declared  bjr  the  CoiMtitutioa  and  laws 
of  the  Stated  of  whrch  he  is  an  inhabitant,  and 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
to<be  his.  If  time  would  permit,  it  BBight-foa  in- 
quired, whether  a  citizen  of  a  State  removing  to 
a  Territory  of  the  United  States  under  the  first 
grade  oi  government,,  a lid  becoming  an  inhabt- 
itant  thereof,  will  remain  vested  with  all  cIm 
rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Slates  1  But  this  is  only  noted  for  eoosiderafioo. 
It  may  be  observed,  that  a  right  to  vote  for  a>ep- 
cesentative  in  a  General  Assembly,  and  to  be  rep- 
resented in  a  General  Assembly,  are  atttltates-of 
a  citizen,  and  at  present  no  free  white  male  in- 
habitant jn  Louisiaaa  is  tested  with  these  attri- 
butes, for  the  people  of  Loo isi ana  have  lioc  heurt- 
tofore  been  represented  in  a  General  Assembly, 
anid  the  obj^t  of  the  bill  is  to  give  certain  rights 
and  privileges,  which  they  liave  not  at  any  time 
heretofore  been  in  the  possession  and  aotercise 
of.  If  the  definition  given  of  the  t«r«i  '^  citizen'' 
be  correct,  and  it  is  presvoMd  to  be  so,  itis  €vid««t 
that  all  the  free  white  male  inhabitants  of  that 
Territory  arenotembcaeed  bythattemNiitlzen," 
and  it  will  follow,  that  if  the  proposed  «»end- 
ment  b«  agre^  to,  a  large  portioii,  if  not  all,  of  the 
free  white  male  iahabiuats,  will^  by  ft»ce  of  tka 
term  '*  citizen,'*  be  excltided  from  Toting  for  ttwm- 
bers  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  that  evest 
the  offered  antieadment,  be  it  agreed  to,  wtii 
defeat  the  very  object  of  the  bill,  for  then  there 
mar  be  no  General  Assembly. 

But  that  {k>rtion  of  the  people  of  that  Territory 
who  were  inhabitants  thereof  on  the  20th  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  three,  are  not  included  in  the  lefinitioa 
given  of  the  term  "citizen;"  for  they  are  not 
citizens  of  any  State,  and,  consequently,  not  of 
the  United  States ;  they,  therefore,  may,'by  force 
of  that  term  ^' citizen,"  be  excluded  from  voting 
for  representatives  in  a  Oeneral  Assembly.  Ta- 
king this  into  view,  the  committee  vyho  repotted 
theoill  made  particular  provision  in  the  ninth  see- 
lion  thereof,  for  that  'portion  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana,  and  also  for  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who,  since  the  said  2(hh  day  of  December, 
have  emigrated,  or  who  hereafter  may  emigrate, 
to  that  Territory.  Let  the  oflfered  amendment  be 
rejected,  and  let  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  and 
ninth  sections  of  the  bill  remain  as  thev  are,  and 
their  joint  operation  on  all  persons  claiming  a 
right  to  vote,  and  then  no  doubt  or  diffiecrity  will 
be  made  relative  to  the  qualifications  of  electors ; 
he  who  is  invested  with  a  fee  in  land,  if  contest- 
ed, will  produce  his  title  deeds;  and  he  who 
claims  a  right  to  vote,  by  being  an  inhabitant  of 
the  county  one-  year  next  preceding  the  day  of 
election,  will,  if  disputed,  show  that  he  has  so 
been  an  inhabitant;  and  if  there  be  in  either  case 
a  failure,  the  ofifered  vote  will  be  rejected. 

It  has  been  observed  that,  if  the  c^ed  aUMod- 
ment  be  not  agreed  to, "  a  pierson  may  vote  in  tiro 
different  counties  at  one  election."  This  wlU  not 
follow  from  the  relative  totals  used  in  the  sizdi 
seotion;  the  words  *<the^  and  ^'thai^are  «sed  m 
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reltttimito  the  county  wberefii  ttie  el«ei<»r  aiMI 
Tote,  and  their  relatire  ibree  wilt,  with  common 
care  alid  attenttoa,  exclade  any  persofii  from  rot- 
ing  in  two  coitmies^  It  has  ats'o  been  objected 
that  ^  Spaniards  may  come ^nd -rote  at  elections 
in  Louisiana,  under  the  proristons  of  the  hill." 
Ifby  the  word  ^Spaniards''  is  fateaded  persons 
who  were  inhabitants  of  the  country,  now  tne  Ter* 
ritory  of  Louisiana,  on  thedOtl^  day  pf  December, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tfaree^ 
or  if  bjf  it  is  intended  persons,  who,  emigrattn«[  to 
any  or  the  United  States,  and  therein  residing 
until  naturalized  by  law,  and  vested-  with  the 
rights  as  welt  as  name  of  citizen,  and  who,  since 
thir  said  twentieth  day  of  December,  have  emi- 
grated, or  may  emigrate,  to  that  Territory,  the 
objection  is  harmless,  being  without  foundation ; 
for  an  object  of  the  ninth  section  fs  to  embrace  all 
persons  of  either  description,  thfey  being  other- 
wise qualifiedas  proWded  f(»r  in  the  sixth  section. 
If  by  the  word  *•  Spaniards"  is  intended  persons 
of  any  other  chscracter  or  description;  they  are 
completely  excluded  by  the  protisions  of  the 
ninth  and  sixth  sections  of  the  biH,  which  will 
%7idently  appear  by  a  very  moderate  share  of  at- 
tention thereto.  It  has  been  intimated  that,  if 
this  bill'  becomes^  a  law,  it  will  encourage  intru- 
ders to  enter  upon  the  lands  of  the  United  States ; 
this  objection  is  not  sustainable.  There  are  laws 
of  the  United  States  to  eatpel  intruders  from  the 
public  lands.  When  the  second  grade  of  tempo- 
rary government  was  extended  respectively  to 
the  people  of  the  Ndrthwestern  Territory, 'to  the 
people  of  the  Indiana  and  Mi«i^issippi  Territories, 
were  there  no  intruders  on  public  lands  within 
the  limits  of  any  of  those  Territories?  WilFit 
be  said  there  were  none  ?  And,  is  it  now  come 
to  this,  that  the  numerous  population  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana  shall  be  prevented  from  hav- 
ing a  general  represeutation  and  General  Assem>> 
blyof  their  own,  to  make  laws  for  themselves, 
and  to-  have  eyery  benefit  resulting  therefrom ; 
and  all  this  for  fear  that  a  poor  man,  destitute  of 
wealth,  shall,  with  his  wife  and  children,  go  on 
and  cultivate  a  small  piece  of  public  land  to  raise 
bread  for  his  children,  some  one  of  whoiii;  at  a 
future  day,  may  stand  highly  eminent  in  the  Con* 
gress  of  the  United  States  ? 

Petitions  for  tbe  second  grade  of  temporary 
government  have  for  some  time  been  before  the 
Coo^ress  of  the  United  States  from  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  By  the  late  census  it  appears  that  the 
people  are  now  liiore  than  —  thousand.  To 
the  people  of  other  Territories,  when  composed 
of  very  inferior  numbers,  the  second  grade  of 
temporary  government  has  been  extended-^and 
certainly  the  people  of  Louisiana,  in  respect  to 
their  population,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  are  entitled  to  the  coUsideration  W  the. 
Congress  of  the  United  Stales.  '      • 

The  Committee  ro4e,and  had  lei^ve  to  sit  again. 


WsDEiB0DAy,  Deoember  4« 
A  meeeage  from  the  Setiate,  infbraaed  the  House 
llMtAMSenttekavepaasedabia  «« for  the  relief 


of  Thomas  CHBauno^  f^  and  have  faesed  the  bill 
from  this  House  "for  the  apportionment  of  Rep- 
resentatives among  the  several  States  according 
to  the  third  enumeration,"  wrth  amendments;  to 
which  bill  and  amendments  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
report  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  laying  duties 
on  manufactured  copper. 

Another  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe 
Houjfe  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  biU  ^*mak- 
iag  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers ;" 
to  #hicb  biU  they  desire  ihe  concurrence  of  this 
House.  They  have  agreed  to  the  reaolution  of 
this  House  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee  to  have  the  applrealion  of  the  moneys  ap- 
propriated for  the  Hbrary;  and  have  appointed 
^r.  Leib,  Mr.  Smitu  of  Maryland,  and  Me.  Cos- 
pit,  to  be  of  the  committee  on  their- part. 

The  SppAKBR  laid  before  the  House  a. report 
of  tbe  Seoretary  of  the,  Navy  of  moneys  tran«^ 
ferred  duHpe  the  Iksi  recess  of  Congr^s,  from 
certain  brancnes  of  expenditure  toother  branches 
of  expenditure  in  the  Navy  Department,  and  of 
the  application  of  such  moneys;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

/      APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Seaale  to  the  bill^ "  /or  the  apportion- 
meat  of  Representatives  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  third  enumeration :" 

Mr.  BvRWETtL  mdved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
meots  be  committed  to  a  Comugiittee  of  the  Whole, 
on  Monday  next}  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  postponed  until  Frida)r  "next ;  which 
was  alito  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Stanford  jnoved,  that  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow; 
which  was  determined  in  the  negative^yeas  56, 
nays  72,  as  follows : 

Tbas^ Willis  Alston,  jr.,  John  Baker,  David  Bard, 
Burwell  Bassett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  William  Black- 
ledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert 
Brown,  Williara  A.  Burwell,  John  Ghypton,  Lewis 
Condit,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Meshack 
Fnmklln,  Thomas  Gholson,  Chaiies  Ctoldsboiough, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed 
HaU,  Ayle^  Hawea,  Jacob  Hofty.  Joseph  Kent,  Philip 
B.  Key^  William  B.  King,  Abner  Laeook,  Joseph  Le- 
fiBver^  Joee^  Lewie,  jr.»  Peter  Littie«  Nathaniel  Macon, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde*  WilUam  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hngh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  John  Randolph, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Richard  Stanford,  PhilipStu.art,  John  Talia- 
ferro, Robert  MThitehill,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats— WIRiam  Anderson,  Steyenson  Archer,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  Joeiah  Bartiett,  Abijah  Big- 
elow,  Harmanaa  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Bhjah  Brigham, 
William  Bvtier,  John  C.  CaUioan,  Bpaphroditoa  Cham- 
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pion,  iMOgdotk  Cheret*  MtHiB  Ohilteaden,  ThooiM 
B.  Cookei  John  Davenport,  jr^  Roger  Davit,  8am«el 
JHnBmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  i^«  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitcli,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Greeii>  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Am" 
nah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jona- 
than, 0.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  William  Pauld- 
ing, jr.»  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,.  Josiafa  Qoincy,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammonsr  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert, 
[  Sunnel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith;  Biias  Stow, 
'  William  Strong,  Lewis  B»  Stnrges,  George  SnlKvan, 
Bamuel  Taggatt,  Beiyamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Traey, 
jSeorge  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  VW 
Coitlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David 
R.  Williams,  William  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright. 
The  question  that  the  House  do  concur  with 
the  Senate  in  the  said  amendments,  being  stated, 
and  debate  arising  thereosr,  an  adjouTDmeot  Was 
called  for,  ind  carried. 


'   Thursday,  December  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoiise  s^mdry  res- 
olutions  adopted  by  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  cj^e 
iobabitants  of  the  town  and  district  of  St.  Louis, 
ia  the  Territory  of  LoaisiaQa,  expressive  of  th^ir 
wishea  that  the  second  grade  of  Territorial  gov- 
ernment may  be  extended  to  the  said  Territory ; 
that  the  Judges  of  the  General  Court  be  re- 
paired, by  law,  to  ha?e  some  permanent  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  reside  in 
the  Territory :  that  additional  and  more  equita- 
ble provisions  be  made  in  favor  of  claimants  to 
lands  in  the  Territory ;  and  that  the  limits  of  the 
Territory  may  be  more  clearly  defined;  Which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on'  the  bill. providing  for  the  governmept 
of  the  said  Territory^ 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  ^for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  O'Bannon,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  making  further 
provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineer.V  was  read 
twice,  and  committed,  to  a  Committee  df  the 
.Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
Whitlow,  of  the  county  and  Stat^  of  New  York, 
Durseryman  and  botanical  collector,  praying  for  a 
special  license  to  import  into  the  United  States 
all  such  seeds,  grains,  and  growing  pUiats,  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  iniproTeinent  of  gar- 
dening, farming,  science,  or  the  arts ;  on  condition 
of  making  a  disclosure,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  an  important  discovery  of  a  native 
vegetable,  possei^iog,  in  the  highest  degree,  the 
qualities  for  the  preparation  of  cordage,  thread, 
and  linen  cloth. — Referred  to  the  Committee  or 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  tbe .  Committee  on  th« 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Indiana  Territory,  referred  the  8th 


ultimo  i  whieh  was  readi  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee  of  tbe  Wbole  to-morrow. 
,  Mr.  MorroW|  from  the  same  committee,  made 
jk  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  referred  the 
twenty-eighth  ultimo?  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  Monday 
next, 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  continuing, 
for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  oC  the  officers  of 
Governmeat  iherein  mentioned  $"  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbole  on  Moodey  next*  .    - 

Mr.  BACOJtt  from  the  same  -committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  further 
time,  the  first -section  of  the  act,  entitled  *'Aa  aet 
further  to  protect  the  comm^erce  and  seamea  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers  ji" 
which  was  read  twice^  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole-on  'f  ufsday  next. 

On  motbn  of  Mr.  Archsr,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expedieiie^  of  extending  the  dif- 
trict  of  Havre-de-Grace^  jn  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, so  a»  to  include  Speis-Utiqa  Island,  the  North- 
era  shore  of  £lk  river,  tbe  Eastern  shore  of  Bnah 
rWer,  Susquehanna,  and  Northeast  rivers,  and  all 
tbe  waters  and  shures  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
above  the  mouth  of  Bufh  river^on  the  Wesiem 
shore,  and' above  the  mouth  of  £lk  river  oa  tbe 
Eastern  shore  of  said  bay. 

APPORTIONMBl^T  OP.  REPRESENTATIYEB. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for  the 
apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration." 

Mr.  Newton  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. — Neg- 
atived— aye*  57,  noes  60. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said :  Before  the  bill  had  gone  to 
the  Senate,  it  excited  but  very  little  interest  with 
Tue.  All  that  I  bad  heard  from  gentlemen  on 
every  side,  convinced  me  that  it  was  a  squabble 
limonff  the  several  States  which  should  bear  the 
loss  of  large  fractions,  rather  than  a  serious  divi- 
sion oa  principle,  of  one  ratio  in  preference  to 
another.  Were  I  governed  alone  by  fractions  I 
should  not  rise  this  day,  nor  oppose  a  concurrence 
with  the  Senate,  from  the  pride  of  opinion;  for 
the  ratio  which  the  Senate  have  fixed,  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  vote  on  the  original  bill,  al- 
though thirty-seven  thousand  would  leave  my 
State  wiih  a  less  fraction  unrepresented  than  thir- 
ty-five thousand :  but  fractions  are  not  my  object. 
I  am  not  here  to  represent  my  own  State  alone. 
I  renounce  the  idea.  And  I  will  show,  by  my 
vo^e,  that  I  contend  for  tbe  interests  of  the  whole 
people  of  this  community.  The  present  question, 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
seemed  to  be  totally  diffi^rc^nt,  and  much  more 
ioEiportant^han  the  original  one.  As  it  now  stands 
itisacaaeofdisa^reeuieat  between  thatwoHouses, 
and  tk%  ooatest  is,  whiek  thall  recede.    A  eooteet 
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of  this  kind  (on  the  eeoMls  bUl)  was  one  of  the 
most  serioos  coasieqoeQeM  to  the  House.  The 
Seoftie^  by  porsistaoeei  most  force  this  body  either 
€0  adopt  their  tatio^or,  if  that  caonoC  be  effected, 
even  aQpibilate  tbis  braaeb  of  ibe  Legislature.  I 
C0ii9idar  this  a  case  of  omission  in  oar  excellent 
CoBstitntion — one  of  4hat  kind  which  most  Uke 
place,  perhaps,  in  all  free  constitutions,  bowcTcr 
fonoed ;  but  particularly  in  one  lik^  ours,  foroaed 
by  the  foresight  of  wisdom^  and  not  by.  slow  and 
sQccessiTe  experience.  That  it  is  a  case  of  omis- 
sion and  not  foreseen,  majr  be  inferred  from  seyeral 
paHs  of  the  Constitution  itself.  The  Constitution 
■Mkes  this  House  the  sole  judge  of  the  <}ualifiea- 
tiotis  and  returns  of  its  own  members.  This  is 
supposed  to  veet  the  power  sa exclusively  in  ual 
that  a  few  days  since,  m  a-dcbate  on  the  cdotesteo 
election  from  Virginia,  it  was  contended  with 
moeb' force  of  argument,  that  any  law  on  this 
subject,  as  the  Senate  must  participate  in  it,  would 
be  unopnstitutional.  What  is  the  reason  ?  A 
spirit  of  jealousy ;  a  manifest  intention  to  preserve 
this  House  from  the  influence  of  the  other ;  and 
to  prevent  the  latter  from  having  any  control  in 
tbe  interior  managemoit  of  this.  If  such  cHutioa 
was  necessary  in  this  pariicular^  where  the  c^ses 
must,  almost  necessarily,  be  few,  And  qfU^u  not 
important,  how  much  more  so  in  a  question  of 
latUK  in  wbieb  that  body  may  add  to  or  sqbtract 
boadreds  from  this-— mav  force  such  a  ratio  on 
tbia^as  is  favorable  to  tne  federative  principle, 
and  assimilate  it  to  the  other  in  its  formation,  it 
may  entirely  annihilate  tbis  House.  AgaiiK  it  is 
the  theory  of  our  Government,  and  was  the  favor- 
ite  idea  of  all  our  politicians,  at  the  time  of  its 
formation,  that  liberty  can*  only  exist  in  a  divi- 
sion of  the  sovereign  power ;  and  that  such  divi- 
sion could  only  be  permanent  where  each  of  the 
parts  bad  within  itsdf  the  means  of  proteoiibn. 
On  this  principle,  the  Executive  and  Judiciaiy 
were  detached  from  the  IjegisJature,  and  this  last 
divided  into  two  branches.,  Each  of  these  De- 
partments has  the  means  of  self-preservation.'  The 
first  has  its  qualified  veto  and, its  patronage;  the 
Judiciary  its  iadependence-^and  each  House  a 
veto  on  the  prdceedings  of  the  other. 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation,  this  fur- 
nished ample  security.  Far  different  on  the 
ceosos  bill.  Here  the  whole  is  inverted.  The 
vote  of  the  Senate  is  no  longer  the  means  of  pro- 
tection to  itself,  but  becomes  a  fatal  means  of  as- 
sailing this  House ;  it  is  no  more  a  shield  of  de- 
fence, but  a  weapon  of  attack ;  and  when  they 
use  it^  by  withbolding  their  assent,  we  are  ani- 
bilated.  This  great  anomaly  could  not  have  been 
foreseen ;  it  must  be  considered  as  an  omission. 
What  remedy  do  I  propose  1  Prevent  the  Senate 
from  participating  in  a  census  bill  ?  By  no  means ; 
it  would  be  unconstitutional ;  because  there  is  no 
danae  to  that  effect.  .  I  propose  a  means  in  strict 
unison  with  the  Constitution,  and  furnished  by 
itself.  It.  has  in  this  instance  withheld  from  us 
the  shield,  but  has  pointed  to^  its  spirit.  Let  us 
act  with  a  fixed  determination ;  aiM  not  accede 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate.  That  bod]^, 
unaided  by  precedent,  and  opposed  by  the  spirit 


of  Ibe  Constitution,  mint  recede.  Let  us  follow 
the  example  of  the  House  of'CooMDons  in  fiUig^ 
land  id  relation  to  taioney  bills,  and  the  same  ef- 
fect will  follow— p^but  by  no  means  reverse  that 
example. 

The  Senate^  strengthened  by  precedent,  will 
hereafter  control  Os  completely.  On  this  ground 
they  have  naturally  a  grater  capacity  for  strug- 
gling than  we.  Unless  we  insist  in  the  first  in- 
stance, we  must  ever  hereafter  be  overpowered. 
What  inducement  can  gentlemen  have,  to  make 
the  surrender  at. this  time  ?  None  can  be  weaker, 
than  because  some  of  the  States  hsive,  by  the  ra- 
tio inserted  -  in  the  Senate,  small  fractions,  and 
one  section  of  the  Union  bas;by  it  comparatively 
gained.    Will  gentlemen  for  this  inconsiderable 

?[ain  make  so  grekt  a  sacrifice  1  .  Particularly  those 
rom  large  States,  who.  are  the  greatest  gainers 
by  fractions.  For  tbis  paltry  gain,  more  apparent 
than  real,  which  can  last  b^t  for  ten  years,  they 
Surrender  a  priniiple.of  the  most  vital  importance 
to  them.  They  will  eaab)e  the  Senate  in  time 
to  reduce  them-almost  to  the  same  terms  of  equal- 
ly on  this  floor  wjth  the  small  States^ as  they  aie 
in  the  other  House.  Let  it  not  he  saidj  the  Sen* 
ate  .will  alwavs  exercise  tbb  power  with  discre- 
tion* It  is  tfte  part  of  political  wisdom  not  to 
trust  whenjit  can  make  secure,  and  in  a  case  of 
such  vitaHmportance,  it  will  not  confide  in  the 
^strongest  probabilities.  Faith  is  an  article  of  re- 
ligion, but  not  of  tx>litics.  But,  sir,  if  hny  s^ion 
or  State  of  this  Unio^  gained  ever  so  much,  I 
know  not  how  it  could  justify  thi^  abandonmihit 
of  principle.  Whoarewe?  The  representatives 
of  the  nation;  of  individual  rights;  the  trusteee 
for  the  time  being  of  that  mass  of  power' which 
is  ii) vested  in  the  hands  of  the  Legislature  for  the 
protection  of  those  rights.  How  then  can  we 
make  a  surrender  -consistent  with  the  principle, 
with  honor  or  with  conscience,  of  thosenm portent 
rights  so  sacredly  trusted  to  our  keeping?  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  wish  the  task  of  defending  this  im- 
portant point  bad  fallen  to  abler  bands.  I  feel 
all  that  embarrassoMnt  which  a  young  man,  not 
much  accustomed  to'  speaking,  must  necessarily 
experience  the  first  time,  before  such  an  audience, 
and  in  a  place  so  trjfing  to  the  voice  as  tbis  hall. 
I  shall  beiiappy^  if  in  the  midst  of  my  embarrass- 
ments, I  have  been  intelligible,  and  hare  expressed 
m^lf  with  sufficient  caution,  on  so  delicate  a 
point.  . 

Mr.  Rbba  said  that,  being  induced  to  believe 
that  the  great  principle  of  compromise  on  whicb. 
he  had  heretofore  vbted  (which  was,  that  tha 
present  representation  of  the  people  of  any  State 
might  n6t  be  diminished)  was  abandoned,  and 
that,  in  plUce  thereof,  local,  partial,  and  State  in- 
terests wereeubstituted,  he  now,  also,  would  turn 
bis  attention  to  objects  of  the  same  nature.  He 
was  the  more  influenced  to  do  this,  because  the 
principle  of  compromise  was  not  otoly  abandoned, 
but  abandoned  in  a  manner  highly  injurious  to 
the  people  of  Tennessee,  one  of  whose  representa- 
tifes  he  had  the  honor  to  be.  If  the  ratio  of  thirty- 
seven  thousand  had  been  adhered  to,  he  might 
have  been  ail^it;  but,  as  that  ratio  is  proposed,  1^ 
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the  ameDdmeDt  oiSn'ed  by  the  Senate,  to  ^e  no 
tDore,  'and,  «stbe  ratio  proposed  is  only  one  tboii- 
sand  more  than  the  fraction  which  on  that  ratio 
wiH  remain  to  Tennessee,  his  dnty  called  on  him 
to  protest  against  this  procedure.  , 

I  will  Yote,  said  Mr.  R.,  a^^inst  coBctrrring  with 
the  amendment  made  by  the  Senate,  which  pro- 
poses a  ratio  oi  tbtrty-fiTe  thousand.  And,  if  that 
vote  was  to  be  spoken  with  my  last  'breath,  h 
should  be  cheerfally  tendered,  not  only  because 
the  amendment,  if  agreed  to,  will  operate  isjiiri- 
ously  and  unjustly  in  relation  to  Tennessee^  but, 
also,  by  reason  thalj  if  agreed  to,  it  will,  in  mf 
hwidble  opinion,  go  to  ftst  a  principle  which,  at  no 
Tery  distant  period^  may  shake  the  foundation  &f 
sovereignties.  *  Far  be  it  fron^  me  to  derogate 
from  the  coastiloted  powers  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Btates,  but  it  may,  with  all  4ua  respect, 
be  observed,  that  a  ratio  of  apportionment  made 
by  the  House  of  Representative^  of  the  sovereigp 
people,  and  by  the  eommanding  majority  of  102 
to  18  IB  that  House,  merits  a, considerable  degree 
of  confidence  from  the  Senate,  and,  if  touched 
by  that  honorable  House,  ought  not^to  be  touched 
nor  broken  down  unless  for  reasons  of  an  imperi- 
ods  nature.  The  ratio  fixed  in  the  bill  was  a 
ratio  of  compromise,  that.,  thereby,  the  present 
representation  of  the  people  in  any  State  might 
BOt  be  diminished.  When  that  ratio  was  fixed 
in  the  bill,  fractions  were  little  attended  to;  but 
it  now  appears  that  the  avoiding  of  fractions 
has  taken  the  place  of  that  magnanimous  princi- 
ple^and  crept  in  to  disturb  that  social  and  friendly 
naionj^  whieh  is  the  basia  of  the  sovereignty  of 
these  United  States. 

The  offered  amendment^  then,  reduceatbe  ratio 
to  thirty-five  thousand.  The  operation  of  that 
ratio  on  all  the  other  States,  except  by  way  of 
comparison,  will  be  omitted,  abd  its  operation  by 
fraction  op  the  State  of  Teni^essee,  only,  exam- 
ined. By  a  ratio  of  thirty-five  thousand,  there 
will  remain  to  Tennessee  a  fraction  of  thirty- 
three  thousand  niae  hundred  and  thirteen,  only 
one  thousand  and  eighty-seven  less  than  the  pro- 
I>osed  ratio  of  this  amendment  for  a  representa- 
tive. It  appears  that,  at  a  ratio  of  ihirty-ftve  thou- 
sand, the  four  ffreat  States  of  the  Union— that  is: 
New  York  wilThavea  fraction  of  804^;  Virginia 
12,616  ;  Pennsylvania  4,773 ;  and  Massachusetts 
740.  The  aggregate  of  all  these  fractions  is 
about  26,172.  The  fraction!!  remaining  to  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire  and  Delaware  amount 
to  about  5,464,  which,  bein^  added  to  the  amount 
of  the  fractions  of  the  four  great  States,  makes 
an  aggregate  of  about  31.686.  Hence,  it  is  man- 
ifeat  that  on  a  ratio  of  35,000,  a  fraction  will  re- 
main to  Tennessee,  which  is  greater  than  the^ 
aggregate  of  the  fractions  of  the  States  alluded 
t«K  No  imperioas  reason  appears,  producing  this 
effect,  and  commanding  a  descendiirg  ratio,  to  a 
point  within  the  number  1,160,  giving  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Tennessee  another  representative.  If  the 
ratio  in  the  proposed  amendment  be  agreed  to, 
the  people  of  the  States  already  named,  will 
have  more  than  one  hundred  representatives,  with 
«A  aggregate  of  remaining  tmotions  of  abont 


31,396;  and  the  people  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see will  have  six  representatives,  with  a'remain- 
ing  fraction  of  nearly  thirty-four  thousand.  If 
t)ie  object  of  the  amendment  be  to  reduce  great 
fractions,  a  ratio  of  34,800.  would  have  done 
away  the  great  fhiction  of  Tennessee,  and  the 
people  of  that  State  would  then  have  nad  seren 
tepresentatives.  If,  then,  the  ratio  most  be  re- 
duced from- 37.000,  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  redact 
to  a  number  which  wiH  remove  this  great  frac- 
tion, so  tiiat  the  people  of  Tettnesaee  »hall  have 
aeven  re|)resentatives« 

JM r.  FiBK. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  h^ve  the  honor  to 
Tef>re8ettt,  in  part,  a  small  Sitte,  which  ^1^  deep- 
ly interested  in  the  present  question ;  it  is,  there- 
fore, with  pleasure,  I  ft/ear  the  rights  and  interesta 
of  the  small  States  advocated.  I  am  decidedly 
in  favor  6f  concurring  with  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  and,'  in  support  of  tt,  shall  endeavor 
to  prove  that  the  ratio  proposed  by  the  Semoe 
will  do  less  injustice  and  gire  a  more  equal  rep- 
resentation >to  the-  States  than  that  fix^  on  by 
this  House.  By  the  ratio  of  37,000,  agreed  on  by 
the  House,  Delaware  and  Vermont,  having  a  pop- 
ulation of  «nly  288.890,  will  have  a  fraction  of 
66,p99,  almost  equal  to  the  one^fouith  of  their 
whole  iMimber,  and  will  deprive  Delaware  of  the 
one-half  of  her  repreeentation,'  and  Vermont  of 
the  one-sixth.  By  the  ratio  of  35,000,  proposed 
bf  the  Senate,  Vermont  and  Delaware  each  gain 
one  representative,  while  Kentucky,  Tennessee. 
New  Jersey,  iind  Ohio,  with  a  population  or 
1,090,084,  will  be  left  with  a  fraction  of  100,064, 
only  equal  to  abpiit  the  one-eleventh  of  their 
whole  number.  With  these  facts  before  us,  I  can- 
not understand  by  what  rtale  of  justice  the  gen- 
tlemen last  up  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and 
New  Jersey,  ooold  advocate  the  interests  of  the 
small  States,  vote  for  the  ratio  amed  to  by  the 
House,  leaving  such  monstrous  fractions  to  the 
States  of  Delawai:e  and  Vermont,  and  now  call 
on  us  to  join  them  in  rejecting  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  because  of  the  fractions  it  leaves  in 
their  States,  when  these  fraciHons  are,  to  their 
whole  numbers, comparatively  nothing-  with  those 
left  to  Delaware  and  Vermont  by  the  ratio  they 
voted  for.  No  number  can  be  fixed  on  as  the  ra- 
tio but  What  will  leave  fractions  in  some  of  the 
States.-  It  is  but  justice,  therefore,  that  we  ahoold 
adopt  the  Constitutional  number  which  will  leave 
the  least  fractions,  and  those  on  the  greatest  pop- 
ulation* 

It  is  proper  to  mention,  that,  by  the  last  ratio, 
Tennessee  had  a  very  small  iractionj  and  Ver- 
mont a  larffc  one;  by  this  ratio,  Vermont  wiQ 
have  a  small  one,  and  that  of  Tennessee  will  be 
larger :  thus,  by  the  change,  the  toss  will  be  equal- 
ized. Aa  objection  has  been  urged  against  the 
amendment,  on  the  ground  of  its  increasing  the 
representation  in  this  House.  This  has  no  weight 
in  my  mind.  This  ratio  will  not  give  thb  Honae 
more  members  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  Legis- 
latures of  many  of  the  small  States,  where  bnai* 
ness  is  transacted  with  great  facility  and  oorr^* 
aess.  I  think  a  numerous  representation  conform* 
able  to  sound  republican  principlee^ 
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Against  the  doctrines  advanced  yesterdaf,  hy 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  I  beg  leare 
to  enter  my  ooost  solemn  protest.  In  these  mo* 
ments  of  danger  from  aWoad,  I  am  not  for  decla.r* 
ing  war  against  the  Senate— a  foreign  enemy^ioay 
soon  ron&r  a  declaration  of  war  both  necessary 
and  honorable.  The  be^t  wav  of  suj)portin^  the 
Constitution,  Is  by  acknowleaglng  its  principles, 
and  moving  withia  the  orbit  it  has  prescribed  for 
us.  The  framers  of  the  Constitution,,  for  good 
reasons,  no  doubt,  in  the  distribution  of  power  to 
the  several  branches  of  our  Gov.ernment,  saw  fit 
to  give  the  Senate  a  par^cipation  in  the  power  of 
fixing  the  ratio  for  the  representation  in  thU  House; 
and  It  is  not  competent  for  us,  as  legislators,  to 
question  the  wisdom  of  this  provision.  Very  little 
light  can  be  thrown  on  this  subject  by  precedents 
drawn  f(om  the  proceedings  of  the  English  Par- 
liament ;  thev  are  the  supreme  power ;  their  acts 
make  both  ^he  constitution  and  the  law  of  the 
country.  Not  so  here.  The  Constitution  is  the 
supreme  law  and  rule  to  direct,  our  legislative 
actions.  This  supreme  law,  this  Constitution, 
has  vested  the  Senate  with  the  same  power,  and 
imposed  on  them  the  same  obligation  of  exercis- 
ing a  sound  discretion  in  legislating  on  the  s^b- 
iect  before  us  tbat  it  has  to  this  House.  They 
have  the  same  interests  in  common  with  us  all, 
they  have  solemnly  sworn  faithfully  aiid  impar- 
tially to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and" 
they  would  be  unworthy  their  station  if  they  did 
not  do  it  independently. 

Mr.  Wright. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  House 
will  proceed  to  decide  on  the  merits  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate.  I,  for  my 
part,  am  prepared  to  vote  for  it,  although  it  comes 
in  the  inauspicious  shape  of  an  amendment  from 
that  body,  so  exceptionable  in  the  opinion  of  the 
honorable  ffentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calboon.;  I.  feel  no  fears  of  the  Senate's  sub- 
v«ftiBg  the  Qovernment  while  they  have  a  com^' 
moa  interest  in  it.  I  certainly,  when  a  mamber 
of  that  body,  was  not  iess  attached  to  the  b^t 
interest  of  my  country  than  I  now  am,  althovgh 
now  directly  elected  by  the  severely  neople.^ 

The  Ccmstitotion  hat  wisely  provided  an  equal 
repreiaiiuuion  ia  the  Senate  to  preveai  the  email 
States  from  being  injured  by  tha  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  large  Statety  and  t^a  appeara  to 
me  to  be  one  of  the  eases  iu  which  the  Senate 
correctly  have  interlored,  for  that  purpose,  and 
while  they  revolve  on  their  own  ax^  and  wttbin 
their  ow»  Cohstitiitipaal  orbit,  I  shall  always  re* 
spect  them  as  a  valuable  organ  of  the  legislative 
will  of  th^  nation*, 

8^,  kt  us  examine  the  case.  The  GotistitiH 
tioB  declares  that  "  Representatives  and  direct 
taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among^  the  several 
States  which  may  be  included  withb  this  Union 
according  to  their  respective  numbers.^'  We  find 
that  Delaware,  for  twenty  years,  has  bad  a  frac- 
tion of  ;K).000  unrepresented,  and  we  know  she 
was  directly  taxed  in  the  same  manner  that  all 
the  States  were,  without  respect  to  that  fraction, 
tlthoogh  nearly  equal  to  one-half  her  whole, 
Qomber ;  and  now,  again,  by  fixing  on  37,000  in* 


stead  of  the  35,000  preposed  by  .the  Senate,  she 
is  to  be  taxed  for  ten  years  more  on  34,004  un- 
represented.. We  know  that,  ia  this  body,  her 
feeble  voice  could  not  be  heard,  however  yiat  her- 
claims,  or  honest  her  pretensions;  hut,  in  the 
Senate,  they  have  been  beard  and  respected ;  and 
I  trust  will  now  prevaiL  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  M.cEjbb)  seems  to  feel  very  much 
for,  New  Jersey,  which  has  a  fraction  of  31,222, 
at  35,000 ;  but  nis  sensations  do  not  extend  them- 
selves to  Delaware,  which,  for  twenty  years  has 
had  a  fraction  of  30,000.  and  at  37,000,  will,  for 
ten  years  mora,  have  a  fraotion  of  34,004.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Rbba)  seems 
also  to  be  much  alive  to  the  interest  ;of  Tennes- 
see; $he  has  a  fraction  of  33,913^  he  has  said 
that,  if  any  State  ha4  such  a  fraction  imposed  on 
her,  he  should  deem  it  unjust  to  impose  it,  and 
would  oppose  it.  If  he  will  examine^  he  will  see 
that  Delaware  has  a  fraction  of  34,004,  and  there- 
fore he  stands  committed  ta  oppos^  it*  Georgia 
and  Massachusetts  both  have  larger  fractions 
than  Tennessee. 

.  Sir,  thisqueatioQ  ought  to  be  decided  so  that 
the  Constitution  might  be  as  nearly  gratified  as 
possible,  by  adopting  the  i&umber  tbat  will  leave 
the  suMillest  fraction  upon  the  whole.  H*  gentle- 
men will  exaiuine  the  document  upon  the  subject, 
they  will  find^  at  35,000,  >he  unr^resen'ted  frac- 
tions amount  to  249,460;  tha^  at  37,000,  the  un- 
represented fractions  amount  to  302,262,  making 
a  difierence  of  52,802  in  iavor  of  35.000;  so  that, 
on  taking  into^iew  the  interest  of.  all^  without 
respect  to  particular  sections'of  the  Union,  there 
are  52,802  ih  favor  of  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which,  on  principle,  ought  to  be  preferred. 

But  we  are  told  that,  hy  fixing  on  35,000,  the 
Southern  and  Western  seotiona  of  the  Union  suf- 
fer greatly.  I  have  elMOMned  that  subject,  and 
find  that  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  in- 
cluding Maryland,  have  fractions  of  85,764  more 
than  the  States  to  the  ei^tward  of  Maryland; 
but  I  also  find,  that  on  examining  the  fractions  of 
the  same  sections  at  the  ratio  of  37,000,  that  the 
Eastern  division  of  the^ Union  hav^  fractions  of 
121,448  more  than^  4be  Southern  and  Western 
sections,  leaving  a  balance  of  85,784  more  against 
the  Sastem  lection  at  37,000.  tbi^n  is  against  the 
Southern  and  Western  sections  at  35.000 ;  so  that 
the  seetiqnal  fractioti  is  less'at  35,000,  as  well  as 
the  aggregate  fraction  ;  therefore,  in  justice,  the 
niimlm  36,000  ought  to  p«evail. 

Mr.  GsOLaoN^^Whea  this  suliject  was  first 
beibre  the  House,  a  ratio  of  representatloi^  was 
adopted,  which  seemed  lu»  be  the  result  pf  prin- 
ciple, and  which  appeared  also  to  have  been  in- 
dicated by  the  fedeiar numbers  of  some  of  the 
small  Sutes.  The  principle  assumed  had  refer- 
ence partly  to  the  small  States,  and  partly  to  the 
number  of  this  bmmeh  of  the  Legislature,  and 
iiccordinely;  the  highest  ratio  which  would  not 
reduce  the  present  representation  of  any  Sute 
was  selected  by  a  ve^y  large  majority.  The  ratio 
Uken  was  one  member  for  37,000,  and  this  ratio 
grew  not  out  ef  fractional  calculations^  but  out 
of  a  spirit  of  mtgnaaiatity  and  ceaciiiatioa.  The 
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Virginia  ddegtfion,  I  beiieTe,  woald  most  of  us 
have  preferred  40,000  to  a  member,  but  we  took 
37,000,  to  prereQt  what  Rhode  Islaad  and  Con- 
necticut alleged  would  have  been  injaediee  to 
them,  namely,  a  reduction  of  their  numbers  in 
this  bodv*     . 

For  this  act  of  conciliation,  how,  sir,  have  we 
been  requited  by  the  small  States?  They  hilve 
united  in  rejecting  the  ratio  of  ^,000,  and  in 
taking  a  smaller  one^  which  throws  almost  all  the 
large  fractiona  on  the  southern  part  of  the  Union. 
I  am  very  far  from  ascribing  any  incorrect  inten- 
tion to  any  one.  I  would  tiot,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  insinuate  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
S^ate,  or  that  it  is  now  within  the  view  of  this 
House  to  do  injustice  to  any  section  of  this  Con- 
federacy. Yet,  .from  the  enactment  of  this  bill, 
as  amended  by  the  Senate,  the  most  obvious  arid 
manifest  lujustice  would  accrue  to  almost  the 
entire  southern  portion  of  the  Union.  This  Will 
appear  from  a  superficial  view  of  the  results 
arising  from  the  ratio  of  35,000,  Which  has  been 
substituted  by  the  Senate. 

The  nine  States  to  the  north  and  eastward  of 
Maryland  contain  thefederal  number  of  3,546,848, 
and  then  their  aggregate  fractions  or  remainders 
amount  to  81,864.  The  eight  Southern  States, 
inclusive  of  Maryland,  compVise  the  federal  nuta^ 
ber  (deducting  for  the  skves}  of  3,037,412.  Thus 
three  and  a  half  millions  in  the  North  have  about 
eighty  thousand  unrepresented,  while  only  about 
3.000,000  in  the  South  have  near  one  hundred 
and  seventy  thousapd  unrepresented.    The  dis- 

Eroportion  is  enormous.  If  the  Northern  States 
ave  81,000  of  remainders,  the  Southern  States, 
according  to  the  law  of  proportion,  should  have 
69,000.  But  Ihey  have  in  fiact  167,000,  from 
which,  if  you  deouct  the  rightful  proportion. of 
69,000.  it  will  be  evident  f6at  they  hare  ati  over 
proportion  of  unrepresented  remainders,  amount- 
ing to  96.000.  By  adopting  the  .Senate's  amend- 
nient,  the  Eastern  States,  moreover,  gain  nine 
Repfesentative8,'and  the  Southern  States  two 
only.  The  ratio  of  35.000  is  therefore  peculiarly 
unequal  in  ita  operation,  and  conseqpently  unjust. 
If*  Mr.  Speaker,  the  principles  which  at  first 
guided  us  upon  thfs  suoject  are  now  to  be  de- 
serted, all  that  I  ask  is  equality.  It  was  a  few 
days  ago  remarked  br  a  venerable  ffentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  that  at  last 
he  expected  this  matter  would  resolve  itself  into 
pen  and  ink  calculation.  Although  I  reposed 
much  in  the  discernment  of  that  gentleman,  I 
then  hoped  bis  prediction  would  not  be  fulfilled. 
Ij  however,  now  begin  to  discover  strong  indica- 
tions that  it  is  to  be  verified.  If  so,  let  this  affiiir 
be  referred  for  an  arithmetical  estimate.  Let  the 
calculations  be  only  made  with  tolerable  accii- 
racv,  and  I  am  content. 

"the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  declared 
his  object  to  be  the  reduction  of  the  agmgate 
fraction,  and  he  therefore  takes  the  smallest  ra- 
tio. The  entire  fraction  at  37.000  is  52,000  mater 
than  at  35,000.  Waiving  all  other  obiectioas  to 
the  geirtleman's  reasoning,  I  would  ask  him  if  it 
is  not  better  that  the  whole  nation  should  have 


an  additional  unrepresented  remainder  of  52,0QO 
than  that  the  Southern  country  alone  should 
have  a  disproportionate  unrepresented  remainder 
of  98.000 1  It  iji  certaiiily  better  that  the  whole 
should  yield  fifty  than  one-half  near  an  hundred. 
Geographical  comparisons  and  local  distinc- 
tions are  at  all  times,  sir,  repu^ant  to  my  feel- 
ings. I  avoid  them  whenever  it  is  in  ray  power. 
But  I  have  been  driven  ijito  the  remarks  which 
1  have  macje  by  the  course  this  business  and  the 
debate  upon  it  have  taken.  And  I  am  sorry  that 
I  am  under  the  necessity  of  still  trespassing  for 
a  moment  on  the  attention  of  the  House  while  I 
answer  some  observations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Smilib.)  If  I  understood 
the  gentleman,  he  said  the  secret  was,  that  the 
Southern  people  wanted  the  preponderance.  Is 
it  Hneant,  sir.  to  convey,  by  these  expressions,  an 
insinuation  tnat  there  are  Southern  men  on  this 
floor  who  act  in  a  secret,  clandestine  way  %  Who 
profesi  one  motive  and  act  from  another  1  What- 
ever may  be  intended,  the  observation  is  unmer- 
ited, and  I  repel  it.  I  will  ^ot,  for  a  moment, 
allow  myself  to  believe  that  there  is  any  man  in 
this  Assembly  Who  would  be  capable  of  such 
conduct^ 

I  regret,  Mr.  Speaker  that  the  gentleman  has 
thought  it  necessary  on  this  occasion  to  call  over 
the  roll  of  appointments  that  have  been  conferred 
on  particular  States,  and  that  he  has  entered  into 
a  comparison  of  the'  favors  received  by  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania  in  this  respect.  Topics  of  this 
sort  are  extremely  painful  to  me,  and  invidious 
in  themselves.  Without,  therefore,  entering  my- 
.selfat  all  on  the  subject,  I  will  only  observe,  that 
ifj  in  fact,  from  Virginia  there  have  been  more 
high  federal  ofiicers  than  from  Pennsylvania,  I 
wUl  leave  it  entirely  to  tbcf  gentleman  from  that 
State  to  calculate  the  causes  of  it. 

After  CQUsiderable  Airiher  debate  Abe  question 
that  the  Houjie  do  concur  with  the  Senate  in  their 
first  amendment,  to  wit  t  to  strike  out  the  words 
^  thirty-seven,"  before  the  word  '^  thousand,'*  and 
insert  ^  thirty-five,'^  being  taken,  it  was  deter^ 
mined  i^  the  negative— yeas  65,  nays  64% 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affiroutive,  are- 
William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Ave- 
3,  Esekiel  Bacon,  Jostah  Baitlett,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
armanus  B|eeckeiv  Adam  Boyd,  Blijah  Bcigham, 
Epaphfoditus  Cbampiony  Ma/rtni  CbiUeDden,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Boger  Davis,  Samuel 
Dinsmore,  William  Elv,  James  Emott,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomss  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsborojigh,  Issimh  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A,  Harpor,  John  kf .  Hyneman,  Btehard 
JackiMm^r.,  Philip  a*  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  he 
Roy  LiWngston,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Meteal^ 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitcbill,  Jonathan  0^  Moae- 
ley,  William  PatUdlng,  jr.,  WiUiam  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  rorter,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy.  William  Reed,  Heniy  M. 
Ridgely,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenexer 
Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
dilas  9tow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George 
SoUivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  PeJeg 
Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van 
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Ckndaadt,  jr.,  Labtn  WiM«toii,  LeoMid  WUle,  Wil- 
liam  Widgeiy,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Tliose  who  TOted  in  the  aeg^tire  are — 
Willis  Abton,  ir^  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell 
BasMtt,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wmiam  Blackledge,  Thorn- 
••  Blount,  Jamet  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liaai  A.  Borwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoan, 
Langdon  ChOTea,  John  Clc^ton,  Lewis  Con£t,  Wil- 
liam Crawibrd,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Clias 
Earle,  Meehack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Oraj,  Felix  Ghmndy,  Aylett  Hawes, 
JaMDob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Leferer, 
Jos^h  Lewis,  junior.,  Peter  Little,  WilUam  Loijmdes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  George  C  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
Samnel  McKee,  James  Morgan,*  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Jos^h  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  John  Randolph,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Jolm 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  John  Talia- 
leno,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  WhitehiH,  David  R. 
Williams,  Thomas  WUson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  Other  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bin  being  governed  by  the  first  ameodmeot,  wcire, 
coDsequentlyi  disagreed  to. 
'  It  was  then  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, that  a  conference  be  held  with  the  Senate 
on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amendments ; 
and  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Lacook,  and  Mr.  Con- 
DiT,  were  appointed  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  this  House. 


FfiiDAT,  December  6. 

Mr.  Emott  presented  a  petition  of  Hiirrison 
and  Lewis,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  merchants, 
prayinff  permission  to  import  froln  th#  British 
West  India  islands,  goods  to  the  amount  of  debts 
owing  to  them  by  certain  inhabitants  in  said 
islaoda. — lUferred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
meree  and  Manufitctures.  ^ 

Mr.  SanuB  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Pres- 
deal  and  Managers  oi  the  Union  Canal  Com- 
pany of  Peantynraoia,  praying  the  aid  and  pat- 
lona^  of  the  General  CkiveriimeBt  in  aecom- 
plishing  the  extensire  and  nsefol  works  in  which 
they  are  engaged ;  which  was  read,  and' referred 
to  a  s^eet  committee. 

Messrs.  SuitiB,  Ridoblt,  Hinooold,  Bakbb, 
and  B1.BE0KBR,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Roiiae  that  the  Senate  insui  oa  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  4his  Hou>ie^totbe  bill  ^*  for 
the  apporciooment  of  Representatives  among  tl^e 
several  Slates  according  to  the  third  enumera- 
tion ;^'  agree  to  the  propped  conference,  and  hare 
appointM  managers  on  their  part  at  the  same* 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  00  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  committed  the  re* 
pott  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
made  some  days  ago. 

The  rqport  haring  been 


Mr.  PoRTBB  said  that  the  House  were  probably 
expecting  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, some  explanations  of  tl^eir  fiews  in  report- 
ipg  the  resolutions  now  uader  consideration,  in 
addition  to  the  general  exposition  of  them  con- 
tained in  the  report  itself.  The  committee  them- 
selves felt  that  such  explanations  were  due,  inas- 
iBilch  as  they  had  only  reported  in  part,  and  had 
intimated  their  intention  to  follow  up  these  reso- 
lutions, should  they  be  adopted,  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  ulterior  measures. 

The  committee,  Mr.  P.  said,  after  examining 
the  various  documents  accompanying  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  were  satisfied,  as  he  presumed 
every  member  of  the  House  was,  that  all  hopes  of 
accommodating  our  differences  with  Qreat  Britain 
by  negotiation  must  be  abandoned.  When  they 
looked  at  the  correspondence  between  the  two 
Governments;  when  they  observed  the  miserable 
shifts  and  evasions  (for  they  were  entitled  to  no 
beuer  appellation  )  to  which  Great  Britain  resorted 
to  excuse  the  violations  of  our  maritime  rights^  it 
was  impossible  not  to  perceive^  that  her  conduct 
towards  us  was  hot  regulated  even  by  her  own 
sense  of  juaticV,  but  solely  by  a  regard  to  the 
probable  extent. of  our  forbearance.  The  last  six 
years  had  been  marked  by  a  series  of  progressive 
encroachments  on  our  rights ;  and  the  principles 
by  which  she.  publicly  upheld  her  aggressions, 
were  as  mutable  as  her  conduct.  We  had  seen 
her  one  year  advancing  doctrines,  which  the 
veai  before  she  haa  reprobated.  We  had  seen 
her  one  day  capturing  our  vessels  under  pretexts, 
which  on  the  preceding  day  she  would  have  been 
ashamed  or  afraid  to  nvoW.  Indeed,  said  Mr.  P^ 
she  seems  to  have  been  constantly  and  carefully 
feeling  our  pulse,  to  ascertain  what  potions  we 
would  bear }  and  if  we  go  on  submitting  to  one 
indigiiiiy  after  another,  it  will  not  be  long  before 
we  shall  see  British  subjects,  not  onlv  taking  our 
property  in  our  harbors,  but  trampling  on  our 
persons  in  the  streets  of  our  cities. 

Having  become  convinced  that  all  hopes  from 
further  negotiation  were  idle^  4he  conunittee,  Mr. 
P.  said,  were  led  to/the  consideration  of  another 
question,  which  was — whether  the  maritime  rights 
which  Great  Britain  is  violating  were  such  as  we 
ought  to  support  at  the  hazard  and  expense  of  a 
war  ?  Ana  he  believed  he  was  correct  in  stating 
that  the  committee  was  unanimously  of  the  opin- 
ion that  they  were.  The  commitue  thought  that 
the  Orders  ii^  Council,  so  far  as  they  go  to  inter- 
rupt oar  direcf-  trade,  that  is,  the  carrying  of  the 
productions  of  this  country  to  a  market  in  the 
poru  of  friendly  nations,  and  retnrning  with  the 
proceeds  of  them — ought  to  be  resist^  by  war. 
How  far  we  ought  to  go  in  support  of  what  is 
commonly  called  the  carrying  trade,  although 
the  question  was  agitated  in  the  committee,  no 
definitive  opinion  was  expressed.  It  was  not 
deemed  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  express  such 
an  opinioii,  inasmuch  as  the  injury  we  sustain  by 
the  inhibition  of  this  trade  is  merged  in  the 
greater  one  to  our  direct  trade. 

The  Orders  in  Council,  Mr.  P.  said,  of  which 
there  seemed  now  to  be  no  prospect  of  a  speedy 
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repeal— certainly  DOD«t  during. the  cooCiaiiftDce  of 
the  present  war — authocized  tht  capture  af  our 
TesseU  tx)uncl  to  and  frotn  p(^t8  wnare  British 
commerce  16  not  favorably  received;  and  as  that 
nation  is  at  war  with  most  of  the  civilized  world, 
the  effect* was  (as  he  understood  from  those  who 
had  much, better  information  on  the  subject  than 
he  could  pretend  to)  to  cut  up,  at  once.  al)Olit 
three-fourths  of  our  best^aad  most  profitable  com* 
raerce.  •  It  was  impossible  that  the  mercaplile  or 
agricultural  interests  of  the  United  States  which 
on  the  question  of  a  right  to  the  dir^t  trade  could 
never  be  separated,  could  submit  to  such  imposi- 
tions. It  was  his  bpinion,  that  goipg  upon  ih^ 
ground  of  a  mere  pecuniary  calculation,  a  calcu- 
fatiou  of  profits  and  loss,  it  would  be  for  our  in- 
terest to. go  ta  war  to  remove  the  Orders  in 
Council,  rather  than  subimt  to  them,  even  during 
the  term  of  theti;  probable  continuance. 

But  (here  was  akother  point  of  view  in  which 
the  subject  presented  itself  to  the  committee,  and 
tliat  was  as  regarded  the  chant^ter  of  the  cduntry. 
We  were  a  young  nation,  and  he  hoped  we  cher- 
ished a  little  pride  and  spirit,  as  well  as  a  great 
deal' of  justice  and^  moderation.  Our  situation 
was  not  unlike  tliat  of  a  yonnff  mab  just  entering 
into  life,  and  who,  if  he  tamely  submitted  to  one 
cool,  deliberate,  intentional  indignity,  might  safely 
calculate  to  be  Micked  and  cuffed  foe  the  whole  of 
the  remainder  of  his  life ;  or,  if  ^  should  after- 
wards undertake  to  retrieve  his  charaetecj  must 
do  it  at  ten  times  the  expense  wliich  it  would 
have  cost  him  at  first  to  support  it.  We  should 
clearly  understand  and  define  those  rights  which 
as  a  nation  we  ought  to  support,  and  we  should 
support  them  at  every  hazard.  If  there  be  any 
such  thing  as  rights  between  nations  surely  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  occupying  the  >ialf 
of  a  continent,  have  a  riffht  to  navigate  the  se^s, 
without  beinff  molested'%  the  inhabitants  of  the 
little  islands?  Great  Britain.  r 

It  was  under  these  views  of  the  subject  that 
the  committee  did  not  hesitate  to  give  It  as  their, 
opinion  that  we  ought  to  go  to  war  iu  opposition 
to  the  Orders  in  Council.  But  as  to  the  extern 
of  the  war  and  the  time  when  it  should  be  eom- 
meaced,  there  would  of  course  be  some?  diversity 
of  sentiment  iu  the  House,  as  there  was,  at  first, 
in  the  committee. 

That  we  can  contend  with  Great  Btttaiu  openly 
and  even  banded  on  the  element  where  she  in- 
jures us,  it  would  be  folly  to  pretend.  Were  it 
even  in  our  power  to  build  a  navy  which  should 
be  able  to  cope  with  her,  no  man  who  has  any 
regard  for  the  happiness  6f  the  people  of  this 
country  would  venture  to  advise  such  a  measure. 
All  the  fame  and  glory  which  the  British  nary 
has  acquired  at  sea,  have  been  dearly  paid  for  in 
the  sunerings  and  misery  of  that  ill-fated  people 
at  hooie— -sufferings  occasioned  in  a  great  mea- 
sure by  the  expense  of  that  stupendous  establish- 
ment. But  without  such  a  navy  the  United 
States  could  make  a  serious  impression  upon 
Great  Britain,  even  at  sea.  We  could  have,  with- 
in six  months  after  a  declaration  of  war,  hundreds 
of  privateers  in  every  part  of  the  ocean.    We 


could  haraiB,  if  Bot  destroy,  the  v^t  and  profit- 
able commerce  which  she  is  constantly  carrying 
on  to  every  part  of  this,  contineat.  We  could 
destroy  her  fisheries  to  the  north ;  we  could  dep- 
redate upon  her  commerce  to  the  West  ludia 
islands,  which  is  passing  by  our  doors ;  we  could 
annoy  her  trade  along  the  coast  of  South  America; 
we  could  even  carry  the  war  to  her  own  shores 
in  Burope.  But,  Mr.  P.  said,  there  was  another 
point  where  we  could  attack  her,  and  wh^e  she 
would  feel  our. power  still  inore  sensibly.  We 
could  deprive  her  of  her  extensiveprovinees  lying 
along  our  borders  to  the  north.  These  provinces 
were  not  only  immensely  valuable  in  themselves, 
but  almost  indispensable  to  the  existence  of  Great 
Britain,  cut  off  as  she  now'is  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  north  of  Burope.  He  had  been  credibly 
informed  that  the  exports  from  Quebec  alone 
amounted,  during  the  last  year,  to  near  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  most  of  these  too  in  articles 
of^the  first  necessity — in  ship  timber  and  in  pro- 
visions for  the  support  of  her  fleets  and  armies. 
By  carryinjB;  on  such  a  war  as  he  had  describecL 
Ht  the  public  expense,  .on  land^  and  by  individual 
enterprise  at  sea,  we  should  be  able  in  a  short 
time  to  remunerate  ourselves  tenfold  for  M  the  . 
spoliations  she  had  committed  on  our  commerce. 
It  was  with  a  view  to  make  preparations  for 
such  a  war,  that  the  committee  had  offered  the 
resolutions  on  the  table.  Whether  the  means 
recommended  were  adequate  to  the  object,  or 
whether  they  were  best  adapted  to  the  end,  it 
would  be  for  the  House,  when  they  came  to  dis- 
cuss them  separately,  to  determine.  For  himself, 
Mr.  P.  said,  and  he  presumed  such^were  the  feel- 
ings of  all,  the  members  of  the  committee,  be 
should  have  no  objecttdns  to  anv  modificaiioMs 
of  them  \i^ich  might  be.  Agreeable  to  the  House^ 
''so  that  the  grei^t  object  was  still  retained.  If  these 
resolutions,  olr  any  other  similar  to  iherit  in  ob- 
ject, should  pass ;  it  was  then  the  intention  of  the 
committee,  as  soon  as  the  forces  contempiated 
to  be  raised  sbouU-  he  in  aqy  tolerable  state  of 
prepamtioo,  to  recommend  the  eipployment.of 
them  for  xhe  purposes  for  which  they  shall  hwre 
been  raised,  unless  Gkeat  Britain  shall,  iu  the 
mean  time,  hare  doee  us  iustiee.  In  ehort,  it 
was  the  ideterminatiou  of  the  committee  to  re* 
commend  open  and  decided  war^-a  wikr  ms  vigor* 
ous  and  el^ire  as  the  resources  of  the  eountry 
an<^  the  relative  situfttioa  of  unrselres  aod  our 
enemy  would  enable  us  to  prosecute. 

The  committee,  Mr*  P.  said,  have  not  reoom* 
mended  this  courae  of  measures  without  a  fuU 
sense  of  the  high  respoMibHity  which  they  huvu 
taken  upon  themselves.  They  are  aware  that 
war,  even  ia  its  best  and  fairest  form,  is  an  e^ii 
deeply  to  be  deprecated.  But  it  is  sometimes^ 
and  on  few  occasions  perhaps  more  than  on  this, 
a  necessary  evil.  For  myself,  I  confi^ss  I  have 
approached  the  subject  not  only  with  difideiice, 
but  with  awe.  Bui  I  will  never  shrink  from  my 
duty  because  it  is  arduous  or  uspleasants  audi 
can  most  religiously  declare  thai  I  never  acted 
under  stronger  or  clearer  convictions  of  duty  thau 
I  do  now  in  recommending  these  preparatory 
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metsares;  or.  thao  I  shall  ultimately  id  recom- 
mending war,  in  case  Gre^t  Britain  shall  not  have 
rescinded  her  Orders  in  Council,  and  made  some 
satisfactory  arrangements  in  respect  to  the-  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen.  If  there  should  be  any 
gentlemen  in  the  House  who  were  not  ^satisfied 
that  we  ought  lb  go  to  war  for  our  maritime 
rights,  Mr.  P.  earnestly  entreated  that  thev  would 
Dot  vote  for  the  resolutions.  Po  not,  said  he,  let 
OS  raise  armies,  unless  we  intend  to  employ  them. 
If  we  do  not  me^n  to  support  tho  rights  and  honor 
of  the  country,  let  as  not  drain  it  of  its  resources. 
Mr.  7.  said  he  was  aware  that  there  were  many 
gentlemen  in' the  House' who  were  dissatisfied 
that  the  comipittee  had  not  gone  further,  and 
recommended  an  'immediate  declaratioti  of  whr, 
or  the  adoption  of  some  measure  which  wbuld 
have  instantly  precipuated  us  into  it.  But  be 
confessed  such  was  not  his  opinion.  He  had  no 
idea  of  pi'ungioff  ourselviss  headlong  into  a  wajr 
with  a  powerful  nation,  ot  even  a  'respectable 
province,  when  we  had^notahree  regiments  of 
men  to  spare  for  that  service.  He,hoped  that  we 
should  not  be  influeiiced  by  the  hofwliogs  of  news- 
papers, nor  by  a  fear  that  the  spirit  of  the  Twelfth 
Congress  would  be  questioned,  to  abandon  the 
plainest  dictates  pf  common  sense  and  common 
discretion.  He  was  sensible  that  there  were  many 
good  men  out  of  Congress,  as  well  as  many  of  his 
best  friends  in  it,  whose  appetites  were  prepared 
for  a  war  feast.  He  was  not  surprised  at  it,  for 
he  knew  the  provocatives  had  been  sufficiently 
great.  But  ne  hoped  they  would  not  insist  on 
calling  in  the  guests,  at  least,  until  the  table 
should  have  been  spread.  When  this  was  done, 
he  pledged  himself,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  that  the  gentlemen  sbould  not 
be  disappointed  of  the  entertainment  for  want  of 
bidding;  and  he  believed  he' might  also  pledge 
himself  for  inaoy  of  the  ^members  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  they  would  not  be  among  the  (ast 
fo  partake  personally,  noi  only  in  the  pleasures, 
if  any  there  should  be,  but  in  all  the  ^ngers  or 
the  revelry.' 

Mr.  P.  said  that  this  was  the  time  and  occasion 
on  which,  above  all  others,  within  his  experience, 
we  sbould  act  in  concert.  '  If  the  ultimate  object 
of  the  great  body  of  this  House  and  of  this  nation  ■ 
was  the  same,  and  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
ascertam  the  sentiments  of  bothy  it  was— -there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  staining  it.  But  we 
most  yield  something  to  the  opinions,  and  to  the 
feelings  of  each  other.  Insteatd  of  indulging  in 
party  reflections  and  recriminations  in  this  House, 
he  hoped  that  the  whole  of  the  House  and  of  the 
Union  would  form  but  one  party  and  consider  a. 
foreign  nation  as  the  other. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  risen  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  to  the  House  the  opmions  and  news 
of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  resolutions 
n0w  to  be  discussed,  and  be  shoold  be  satisfied  if 
he  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  reso- 
luAtoo  (or  filling  the  ranks  of  the  present  army, 
4tCmf  and  eafried. 

12th  Con.  Ist  Sess.--14 


The  second  resolution  for  raising  tea  thousand 
regulars  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  strike  out  ten  thousand 
and  insert  fifteen  thousand. 

Mr.  FiSK  movtd  to  insert  thirty^  thousand. 

Mr.  Alston  wished  to  leave  the  number  sub- 
ject to  the  discretion  of  the  President,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  thousand  men.  If  the  number  was 
fixed,  the  President  must  appoint  officers,  whe- 
ther the  men  were  raised  or  not. 

The  questibn  was  taked'  on  striking  out  the 
number  ten  thousand,  dbc.,  and  carried  by  a  large 
majority.  , 

The  question  now  being  on  the  number  which 
was  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  it — 

Mr.  Porter  was  in  favor  of  a  practicable  num- 
ber of  regulars,  relying  on  volunteers  for  effective 
service  as  well  as  regulars. 

Mr.  Little  ^poke  in  soppoit  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  in  favor  ofa  large  number 
of  regulars. 

Mr.  Fiax;  spoke  in  favor  of  thirty  thousand^ 
he  was  desirous  that  our  measures  should  be 
effectual. 

Mr.  L1TT1.B  spoke  in  £givor  of  the  House  fixing 
the  number,  in  preference  to  leaving  it  discre- 
tionary with  the  Executive. 
,  Mr.  Nelson  spoke  in  favor  of  the  number  re* 
ported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sbtbert  spoke  in  favor  of  thirty  thousand 
men.  He  was  desirous  of  acting  efficiently  if 
at  all.        V 

.  Mr.  WRtoaT  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Nelson, 
and  in  favor  of  regular  troops  in  preference  to 
volunteers. 

Mr.  SmiIlie  thought. ten  thousand  men  would 
be  a  sufficient  number,  together  with  the  volun- 
teers, for  any  object  thev  mighx  be  wanted  for. 
,  Mr.  Porter  proposed  that  the  number  should 
remain  blank,  as  it  could  be  better  fixed  when  the 
bill  -was  brought  in,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Nblson  spoke,  in  reply  to  some  observa- 
tions of  Mr.  Wrioat  on  the  relative  importance 
of  regulars  and  volunteers;  an(l  Mr.  Wright 
rejoined. 
,  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Willums, 
t6e  motions  to  fill  the  blank  created  by  striking 
out  '4en  thousand,"  were  withdrawn;  and  the 
resolution,  thus  varied,  was  agreed  to. 

The  3d,  ith,  and  5th  resolutions,  authorizing' 
volunteers,  militia,  and  equipment  of  our  little 
navy,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  sixth  resolution,  to  permit  our  merchant 
vessels  to  arm  in  self-defence,  against  all  unlaw- 
ful proceedings  against  them,  being,  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  McKeb  spoke  against  it,  conceiving  it  at 
variance  with  the  system  comprised  in  the  other 
resolutions.  He  had  no  idea  of  merely  raisiing; 
if  attacked,  he  would  retaliate. 

Mr.  Smilie  supported  the  resolution.  If  we 
were  not  now  in  war.  he  said  he  verily  believed 
we  soon  should  be. 

Mr.  Wright  took  the  same  ground  with  Mr* 
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McKee,  and  mo^ed  to  am«Qd  the  resotution  by 
adding  thereto  words  similar  to  the  following : 
"And  if  attacked  by  any  vessel  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  to  capture  and  bring  them  in  for 
adjudication.'' 

Mr.  Porter  explained.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment woyld  make  the  resolution  an  act  of  war, 
which  it  was  not  the  intension  of  the  committee 
to  declare  in  this  report,  or  to  commence  until 
they  had  prepared  forit.  i  *«-' 

Mr.  WRiGHT'i»  motion  was  lost. 
Mr.  McKbb  said  the  parties  had  joined  issue, 
the  pleadings  were  n^ade  up ;  the  case  was  now 
lQ.be  decided  by  battU,  and  not  by  ji>ry.  He, 
therefore,  desired  to  retain  the  sinews  of  our 
strength,  and  moved  an  amendment  contempla- 
ting an  ^m&a7^o  for  ninety  days  on  vessels  in  our 
ports,  dbc. 

The  motion  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 
.    The  sixth  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  resolution. 

The  House  took  up  the  report. 
The  question  was  put  on  the  first  resolution — 
Mr.  Randolph,  w;ishing  time,  moved  tEat  the 
leport  lie  on  the  table. — Motion  lost— 65  to  60. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the^prst  reso- 
lution,- in  the  follg wioj;  words : 

**  Resolved^  That  the  Militaiy  Establishment,  as  an- 
Ihorized  by  the  existing  htwn,  ougfit  to  be  immediately 
completed  by  filling  up  the  ranks,  and  prolonging  the 
enlistment  of  the  troops;, and  that  k>  encourage  en- 
listments, a  bounty  in  lands  ought  to  be  given  in  addi- 
tion to  the  pay  and  bounty  now  allowed  by  law." 

The  following  are  the,  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question: 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
Tenson  Archer,  Daniel  Aveiy,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Barwell  Bassett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  WUIiam  Blackledge,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd«  James  fiireck- 
enridge^  Rdbert  Brown,  William  A.  BurweU,  William 
BuUer,  John  C.  Calhoun,  f^angdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Ctopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis 
Oondit,  Williara  Crawfinrd,  Roger  Davis,  John  Daw- 
•OBt  Joseph  Desha,  EUas  Bade,  WiUiam  Ely,  Jan^es 
Emott,  William  Findley,.  James  f'wk,  Asa  Citcb,  Me- 
aback  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Ctold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L*  Green,  Felix  Omndy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes»  Jacob 
Hoity,  Jolm  M.  Hyneman,  RicfaArd  M.  Johnson,  Jo« 
seph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  WUlian^  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jrv,  Peter  Lit- 
tle, Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan, 
Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
Paulding,  jr.,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  ThnoUiy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Ben- 
jamin Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  WilUam 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thom- 
as Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sevbert,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Gecvge  Smith,  John  toith, 


PhiKp  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  William  .Strong,  George 
Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Pe- 
leg  Taillman,  John  Taliafert-o,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troupf  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Wright— 117.  . 

Nats'— Abrjah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditas  jChampion,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Lyman.  Law,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  and  Laban 
Wheaton — 11. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOROtJcm,  after  expressing  his  readi- 
ness, should  wai*  be  once  determined  and  declared 
by  the  Administration^  to  go  all  lengths  to  sup- 
port it,  but  wbhing  further  time  for  reflection  on 
so  important  a  subject,  made  a  oiotion  to  ad- 
journ; which  ^nras  carried,  afnd  the  House  ad- 
journed.  . 

\  ,     -        .  Saturday,  December  7. 

Mc  PLEAdANTs  presented  a  remonstrance  and 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  St.  Louis,  in 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  stating^lhe  many  in- 
juries and  Inconveniences,  which  would  result 
from  a  change  in  their  form  of  ffovernment,  and 
praying  that  no  alteration  may  be  made  in  their 
said  form  of  government. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  .Wf bole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
government  of  the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Rbea  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  praying 
that  the  second  grade  6L  Territorial  government 
may  be.eztended  to  the  sraid  Territory. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the' Whole  on  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  government  of  the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Lyl^  presented  a  petition  of  the  S^ynod  of 
PittSiburgjin  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  mails 
may  not  be  carried,  and  that  post  offices  may  not 
be  kept  open  on  the  Sabbath  day.— Referred  to 
the  Posmaster  Oeneral,  to  consider  and  report 
thereop  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  tlie  Postmaster 
General  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  an 
estimate<  in  dietail,  of  the  expense  which  would 
necessarily  be  incurred  to  repair  the  building 
which  has  been  purchti^  by  the  €K>TeTBment 
for  the  accommodation  Of  the  General  PosI 
Office  and  Patent  Office,  that  the  objecU  for 
which  said  purchase  was  made  may  be  carried 
into  efiei^t. 

Mr.  Jenninqs^  from  ihe  .cofcnmtttee  appointed 
on  the  tweAty-eighth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  election  of  Sherifl^  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whde  on  Friday  next. 


Mo N OAT,  December  9. 
RBMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  Taylor  and  Richards ; 
Wnich  was  concurred  in.  The  report  is  la  fol« 
iowa: 
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TImI  tha  peftilumen  ilUe,  that  GrvftoTiM  Upton,  in 
October,  1807,  pardiased,  in  France,  sundry  articled 
of  merdiandise,  which,  in  the  month  of.  FebrtUry, 
1808,  were  shipped  in  the  Ceres,  for  N^w  York,  and 
the  voyage  commenced,  but  which  was  relandcd  in 
consequeDce  of  information  irecei^red,  that  the  British 
GoTernment  had  issued  orders  for  th&  capture  of  all 
American  vessels  bound  to  or  from  fhe  ports  of  France. 
That  no  safe  opportunity^  ofiering  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  merchandise  to  the  United  States,  in  December, 
1808,  when  ojie  of  the  petitioners  (Onstavus  Upton) 
kft  Prance  for  Gi^at  Britain;  ha^ng  previonely  giveft 
iMinicticms  to  Meenrs*  McCarthy  and  Brothen  of  Bor- 
ANmz  t6  ship  the  merobajBdise  t»  the  United  States 
iir^etiy,  if  a  eonveyaaee  coitfd  be  obttined ;  and,  if 
iio4»  to  forward  ik^  nne  to  Englatti,  whence,  it  was 
rappooed;  the  meichuidiiO  migbt  be  shqiq^  to  Um 
UoitaA  StatM,  with  eaae  alid.i|a£»ty.  The  petitionoTs 
fiirthoi  atato,  that«  on  the  ISth  oC.Apiil,  1809,  a  con* 
Teyaace  waa  engaged  for  the  aaid  metchandise  for 
LondoDy'  in  ^e  s^p  Yang  Fran  Agena  Sophia,  df 
Knlphansen.  On  the  merchandise  arriving  in  the  port 
of  London,  liberty  to  land  the  same,  for  sale,  was  re- 
fose'd,  but  granteid  to  reship  it  for  the^  United  States ; 
which  was  done  in  Jube,  1809,  on  board  the  Rhadius, 
Captoin  Fariy,  for  New  York,  and  reached  that  port 
on  the  18th  of  October,  1809,  in  contravention  of 
tiie  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  interdict  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  1st  of  March,  1809, 
The  petitioners  fortber  stato,  that,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  aaid  merchandise  at  New  York,  they  gave  notice 
theraofto  the  oOUeetor^  and  that  therlk^d  no  intention 
o£.nolating  «nj  law^;  that  the  merchandiae,  notwSth* 
itairiiing  the  fair  and  open  procedure  of  the  petition- 
en,  was  tahev  is  to  the  ouakx]^  of  the  revenue  offieers, 
and  die^  on  a  petition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
innr»  in  oon£cNrmity  to  the  aot,  entitled  **An  act  to  .pro- 
vide for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures^  pen- 
alties, end  diflttbilitics  accruing  in  certain  c^fses  there- 
in mentioned;"  he  decided  that  the  said  merchandise 
ahoold  be  delivered  to  the  petitioners,  on  their  pay- 
ment of  costs,  double  duties  on  the  articles  imported 
eontraiT  to  law,  and  a  sum  equal  to  the  extra  duties 
imposed  by  &is  decision,  for  the  use  of  the  custom 
bouse  officers  at  New  York;  with  which  decision 
the  petitioners  complied.  They  novr  pray  the  National 
£^|ialatnre  that  the  soma  of  money  which  they  have 
btoni  made  to  pay,  over  and  above  the  legal  duties, 
mvf  be  reftipdsd. 

The  obmmittes  can  see  no''  greaf  liardship  intfiis 
cese.  The  metchaadise  seised  was  prohibited,  and  the 
whole  importation,  had  a  prossention  been  institnted, 
Wfuld  have  been  condemned  as  an  tmpertation  eon« 
trswDing  the  provisions  of.  the 'tot,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  interdict  the  commercial  intesoourse  between  the 
United  Stotes  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  1st 
day  of  March,  1809.  The  petitioners  or  Rippers  must 
have  known  that  the  merchandise  was  liable  to  seizure 
prior  to  the  shipment  of  the  same  at  London  for  the 
United  States,  the  shipment  haviflg  taken  place  more 
than  three  months  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the 
abovementioned  act. 

So  far  from  being  liable  to  the  charge  of  rigor  in  the 
application  of  law  to  the  petitioners'  case,  the  com- 
mittee are  Of  opinion  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
stny  exercised  the  powers  with  which  he  is  by  law  i^- 
vMtod^  widi  great  moderation. 


.  From  this  view  of  the  sot^ect,  the  committee  bag 
leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  res^ 
lution:. 

Mesokfedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  pstitioB  is  nhrea* 
sonable»  and  ^ught  not  to  be  granted. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  HoQse  resumed  th^  coosideration  of  the 
teport  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

The  question  being  on  the  agreement  to  the 
second  resolotipn,  authoriKjogtho  raising  an  ad* 
ditional  regolar  force- 
Mr.  GrundT)  as  a  ipiember  of  the  committee 
stated  his  impression  that  this  was  the  vital  part  of 
the  report  J  and  althooffh  he  had  no  desire  to  pro- 
long debate,  invited  those  ndio  were  opposed  to 
the  report  now  to  come  forward  and  state  their 
objections  to  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,'  He  was  an  oid-fashiooed 
politician.  In  the  days  of  terror,  we  shrunk  at 
standing  armi^;  and  what  is  the  object  now^- 
defeoee?  Who?  Freemen  who  wQuld  not  de^ 
f(^d  themselves.  He  vrould  ask,  if  seven  millio«a 
of  Acttericaqs  were  to  be  protected  in  their  liyes 
and  iiberties  by  ten  thoosaad  vagabonds  who  were 
fit  food  for  ennpowder  ?  It  would  be  necessary  to 
know  the  ulterior  views  of  the  committee  on  this 
point.  It  would  be  proper,  before  a  vote  was  taken 
on  this  resolution,  to  know  for  what  purpose  these 
additional  troops  were  wanted.  The  Honse  ought 
not  to  commit  itself  on^a  question. of  such  magni? 
tu()e  without  detailed  information.  He  was  as 
much  opposed  to  raising  standing  armies  now,,  as 
be  had  been  in  the  reign  of  terror.  He  had  seen 
too  m'nch  of  the  corruptions  attendant  on  these  es- 
tablishments, in  the  course  of  the  investigation  in 
which  he  was  engaged, not  to  disclaim alishare  in 
the  (creation  of  them.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  could  defend  themselv^,  if  necessary,  and 
had  no  idea  of  resting  their  defence  on  mereen»- 
ries,  picked  np  from  brothels  and  tippling  hensee-^ 
pickpockets  who  have  escaped  from  Pfewgate,  Ac^ 
and  sought  refuge  in  this  asylum  of  oppresMd  hu- 
manity. He  contended  that  this  resolution  con- 
tained an  uneonsthutional  proposition,  and  that 
the  standing  army  now  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  was  maintained  in  the  very  teeth  of  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  declares  that  no 
money  for  the  support  of  a  standing  army  should 
be  appropriated  for  more  than  two  years.  He 
again  called  for  information  as  to  the  object  of  the 
army  now  proposed  to  be  raised  ;  declaring,  that, 
if  the  President  should  say  they  veri  necessary 
for,  the  protection  of  New  Orleans,  to  be  employed 
against  the  Indians,  or  to  repel  incursions  froB 
Canada,  (although  this  Mmned  not  to  be  moek 
thought  of,)  he  should  not  refuse  to  grant  them, 
He  declared  the  report  to  be  a  negative  position, 
which  could  not  be  combated  eioept  to  duadvan* 
tage.  He  wished  to  ^  know  the  Constitutional 
resources  of  the  commiitoa)  and  expressed  a  hone 
that  the  remarks  he  had  made  would  draw  out  the 
talents  of  that  body. 

Mr.  Qaunot. — I  did  not  expect  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  would  have  made  any  inqui- 
ries into  the  motives  or  objects  of  that  committee 
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of  which  he  himself  was  a  tnemher.  He,  sir,  at- 
tended faithfully  to  his  duty,  and  witnessed  every 
step  the  committee  took.  He  also  saw  the  report 
before  it  was  mfide  to  this  House,  aud  must  have 
heard  the  exposition  of  our  ulterior  measures,  as 
explained  by  our  Chairman.  Why.  then,,  sir, 
shall  he  now  affect  not  to  understand  us?  Our 
object,  by  those  who  will  listen,  shall  not  be  n^is- 
understobd.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  have  no 
political  secrets.  1  feel'no  hesitation  in  declaring 
to  you,  to  this  House,  and  to  the  nation,  the  yiew 
I  have  taken  of  the  subject.  '  But  before  1  do  this. 
It  is  due  to  the  committee  that  an  explanation  of 
tbeir  conduct  should  take  j^lace. 

So  soon  as  the  Committee  on  our  Foreign  Re** 
lations  was  appointed,  we  wej^e  forcibily  im- 
pressed with  the  serious  and  highly  responsible 
station  yoi9  had  assigned  us;' to  that  oemmittee, 
eonsi^ting  of  nine  members  only,  were  not  only 
the  eves  of  this  House  but  of  the  nation  turned ; 
sod  from  us,  in  this,  the  most  troubled  season  our 
world  has  ever  known,  was  it  expected,,  that  a 
^orse  of  measures  would  be  recommended)  cal- 
e^ted  to  protect  the  interests  of  seven  millions 
ofpeople.  Under  this  impression,  Mr.  Speaker, 
we  deemed  it  a  duty  to  take  time  for  deliberatipn; 
we  thought  it  better  to  encounter  the  charge  of 
having  acted  in  a  tardy  and  dilatory"  way,  than 
to  take  a  rash  step,  by  which  this  nation  might 
be  plunged  into  difficulties,  from  which  it  could 
not  be  easily  extricated.  We  therefore  took  the 
necessary  time  to  weigh  the  arguments  both  for 
and  against  the  measures  we  have  recommended ; 
and,  as  far  as  we  were  able,  we  surveyed  the 
consequences  which  were  to  follow  from  the 
coarse  we  proposed.  We  foresaw,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  our  countrymen  were  to  fall  in  the  meditated, 
eoeflict,  and  that  American  blood  was  to  stri^am 
afVesh.  Nor  were  we  unmindful  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  treasure:  And,  sir,  what  cost  me 
more  reflection  than- every  thing  else  was  the  new 
test  to  which  we  are  to  put  this  .Government. 
We  are  about  to  ascertain  by  actual  experiment 
how  far  our  Republican  institutions  are  calcu; 
lated-  to  stand  the  shock  of  war,  and  whether, 
after  foreign  danger  disappet^red,  we  can  again 
aasume  our  peaceful  attitude,  without  endanger- 
log  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Against  these  considerations,  weighty  in  them- 
•elves,  jour  committee  felt  themselves  constrained 
to  decide,  influenced  by  existing  circumstances 
of  a  character  too  imperious  to  be  resisted :  these  f 
will  enumerate  before  I  sit  down.  My  business 
at  present  is  to  address  a  particular  poHion  of  the 
members  of  this  House— I  mean,  sir,  the  Repub- 
lican members — and  although  what  I  am  about 
to  say  miffht  be  deemed  impolitic  on  ordinary 
subjects  of  legislation,  yet,  at  this  time  and  on 
this  occasion,  it  would  be  criminal  to  conceal  a 
aiogle  thought  which  might  influence  their  de- 
termination. We  should  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  for- 
get little  party  animosities,  we  should  mingle 
minds  freely,  and,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  commune 
with  the  understandings  of  each  other ;  and,  the 
decision  once  made,  let  us  become  one  people, 


and  present  an  undivided  front  to  the  enemies  of 
our  country. 

Republicans  should  never  forget  that  some 
years  aeo  asetof  men  of  difi'erent  politics  held  the 
reins  of  this  Government,  and  drove  the  car  of 
State  ;  they  were  charged  with  being  friendly  to 
standing  armies  in  times  of  peace,  and  favorable 
to  expensive  establishments;  not  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  foreign  enemies,  but  to  encourage 
Executive  patronage,  and  to  bring  these  forces 
to  operate  upon  the  people  themselves.  Thes« 
measures  alarmed  the  Republi<fans ;  they  remon- 
strated, they  clamored,  they  appealed  to  the  pep- 
I^and  by.  a' national  sentence,  the  men  thea  la 
power  were  taken  down  from  their  high  places, 
and  Republican  men  were  put  in  their  seats. 

If  your  minds  are  resolved  on  war,  you  are 
consistent,  yon  are  tight,  you  are  still  Republi- 
cans; but  if  you  are  not  resolved,  pause  and  re- 
flect, for  should  th^s  resolution  pass,  and  you  thea 
become  faint-hearted,  remember  that  you  have 
s^andoned  .your  old  principles,  and  trod  in  the 
pathfi  of  your  predecessors. 

According  to  my  view  of  thi^  subject,  Mr» 
Speaker,  we  now  stand. on  the  bank ;  one  move- 
ment more,  the  Rubicon  is  passed^  we  are  in  Italy^ 
and  we  must^march  to  Rome. 

As  a  member  of  the  committee,  I  feel  no  hesi# 
tation  in  saying,  that  if  there  be -a  member  here, 
not  determined  to  so  with  us,  tp  the  extent  of 
our  measures,  I  pre&r  now  to  take  my  leave  of 
hinif  rather  then  be  deserted  when  the  clouds- 
darken,  and  the  storm  thickens  upon  us.  ^ 

This  admonition  I  owed  to.  candor— I  have 
paid  it,  not  because  I  doubted;  my*  purpose  is 
settlefl,  my  mind  reposes  upon  ir.  I  ma^  be  in 
an  error.  If  1  am,  I  hope  my  country  will  for- 
give me.  From  my  G^d  I  shall  never  need  it,  be- 
cause h^ -knows  the  purity  of  niy  motives. 

I  will  now- state  the  reasons  which  influenced 
the  committee,  in  recommending  the  measures 
now  before  us. 

It  is  not  the  carrying  trade,  properly  so  called, 
about  which  this  nation  and  Great  critain  are 
at  present  contending.  Were  this  the  only  ques- 
tion now  under  consideration^  I  should  feel  great 
unwillingness  (however  clear  our  claim  might 
be)  to  involve  the  nation  in  war,  for  the  asaer* 
tion  of  a  right,  in  th^  enjoyment  of  which  the 
community  at  large  are  not  more  deeply  con- 
cerned. The  true  question  in  controiversy^  is  of 
a  very  different  character f  it  involves  the  inter- 
est of^  the  whole  nations  ft  is  the  right  of  ex- 
porting the  productions  of  our  own  soil  and  in- 
dustry to  foreign  markets.  Sir,  our  vessels  are 
now  captured'  when  destined  to  the  ports  of 
France,  and  condemned  by  the  British  Cfourts  of 
Admiralty,  without  even  the  pretext  of  having 
on  board  contraband  of  war,  enemies'  property^ 
or,  havitig  in  any  other  respect  violated  the  laws 
of  nations.  These  depredations  on  our  lawful  com- 
merce, under  whatever  ostensible  pretence  com- 
mitted, are  not  to  be  traced  to  any  maxims  or 
rules  of  public  law,  but  to  the  maritime  supre- 
macy, and  pride  of  the  British  nation.  This  hos- 
tile and  unjust  policy  of  that  country  towards  us, 
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]«  aot  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  reeollect  that 
the  United  States  are  already  the  second  com- 
mercial nation  in  the  world.  The  rapid  growth 
of  oar  cororoercial  importance,  has  not  only  awak- 
ened the  jealousy  of  the  commercial  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  but  her  statesmen,  no  doubt,  anti- 
cipate with  deep  concem^the  maritime  greatness 
or  this  Republic. 

The  unjust  and  liaprecedented  demands  now 
lOade  by  Great  Britain,  that  we  shall  cause  the 
BMirkets  of  the  Continent  to  be  opened  to  her 
manufactures,*  fully  justifies  (he  views  1  have 
snagested. 

That  we  as  a  neutral  ntition  should  interfere 
hetw^en  belligerenta  in  their  municipal  regula- 
tiooa.  will  not  be  contended  for  by  any  one. 
9fOxk  the  eotirae  pursued  by  that  nation  for  somi 
▼ears  past,  it  evidently  appears,  that  i^eitl^  pub- 
Ac  law  nor  justice^  but  power  alone,  is  made  by 
her  the  test  of  mantime  rights. 

What,  Mr.'  Speaker,  are  we  now  called  on  to 
^cide  ?  It  is,  whether  we  will  resist  by  force 
the  attempt,  made  by  that  Government^  to  sub- 
ject our  maritime  rights  to  the  arbitrary  and 
capricious  rule  of  her  will  \  for  my  part  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  this  country  shall  submit 
to  have  her  commerce  interdicted  or  regulated, 
by  any  foreign  nation.  '  Sir,  I  prefer  war  to  sub- 
mission. 

Over  and  above  these  unjust  pretensions  of  the. 
British  Government,  for  many  yeartf  past  they, 
have  been  in  the  practice  of  impressing  our  sea- 
men, from  merchant  vessels.;,  thif  unjust  and 
iftwlese  invasion  of  personal  liberty,  calls  Idudly 
for  the  interposition  of,  this  Government.  To 
Ihoie  better  acquainted  with  the  facts  in  relation 
lo  it,  I  leave  it  to  fill  up  the  picture.  My  mind 
is  irresiatibly  drawn  to  the  West. 

Although  others  may  not  stronpfly.  feel  the 
bearing  which  the  late  transactions  m  tbat  quar- 
ter have  on  this  subject,  upon  my  mind  they  have 
great  ioduence.  It  cannot  be  believed  by  any 
man  who  will  reflect,  thai  the  savage  tribes.  Un- 
influenced by  other  Powers,  would  think  of  mak- 
ing war  on  the  United  States.  They  understand 
too  well  their  own  weakness,  and  our  strength. 
They  have  already  felt  the  weight  of  our  arms ; 
they  know  they  hold  the  very  soil  on  which  they 
live  as  tenants  at  sufferance.  How,  then,  sir,  are 
we  to  account. for  their  late  conduct?  In  oneway 
only  I  some  powerful  nation  must  have  intrigued 
with  them,  and  turned  their  peaceful  disposition 
towards  us  into  hostilities.  Great  Britain  alone 
has  intercourse  with  those  Northern  tribes^  I 
therefore  infer,  that  if  British  gold  has  not  been 
employed,  their  baubles  and  trinkets,  and  the  pro- 
mise of  support  and  a  place  of  refuge  if  ne^essa^y, 
have  had  their 'effect. 

If  I  am  right  in  this  conjecture,  war  is  not  to 
eommenoe  by  sea  or  land,  it  Ib  already  begun  \ 
and  some  of  the  richest  blood  of  our  country  has 
4ilready  been  shed.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  one  in- 
dividual has  fallen,  the  honest  man,  the  orator, 
and  the  soldier.  That  he  loved  his  country  none 
can  doubt — he  died  to  preserve  its  honor  and  its 
fame — ^I  mean  the  late  commander  of  the  cavalry ; 


you,  sir,  who  have  often  measured  your  strength 
with  his  in  forensic  debate,  can  attest  that  he  in 
a  good  degree,  was  the  pride  of  the  Western 
country,  and  Kentucky  claimed  him  as  a  favorite 
son.  For  his  loss,  with  those  who  fell  by  his 
side,,  the, whole  Western  country  is  ready  to 
march ;  they  only  wait  for  our  permission ;  and 
sir,  war  once  declared,  I. pledge  myself  for  my 
peonle— ^hey  will  avenge  the  death  of  their 
bretnreo. 

Another  consideration  drawn  from  our  past 
conduct  demands  the  course  we  have  proposed.* 
In  the  year  1808,  Congress  declared  that  this  na-  • 
tion  had  but  three  alternative  left — war,  embargo, 
or  submission ;  since  that  tune  no  advantageous 
change  has  taken  place  in  our  foreign  relations ; 
we  now  have  no  embargo^  we  have  not  declared 
war.  I  then  say  it,  with  humiliation,  produced 
by  the  degradation  of  my  country,  wie  have  sub- 
mitted. Mr.  Speaker,  I  derive  no  pleasure  from 
speaking  in  this  way  of  my  country,  but  it  ia 
true,  ai^,  however  painful  the  truth  may  be,  it 
should  be  told. 

Another  reason  operates  on  my  mind ;  we 
stand  pledged  to  the  French  nation  to  continue 
in  force  our  non-importation  law  a^inst  Britain ; 
without  a  violation  of  i^ational  faith  we  cannot 
repeal  it.  What  efiects  is  the  operation  of  this 
law  producing?  It  is  demoralizing  our  citizens ; 
men  of  commercial  habits  cannot  easily  change 
their  course  of  life;  those  who  have  lived  in  af- 
fluence and  ease  cannot  consent  to  beg  for  bread* 
No,  sir,  they  wilt  violate  this  law,  they  will  smug- 
gle :  and,  sir,  ia  politics,  as  in  private  life,  if  yoa 
wish  ^n  to  renmin  iriftubus,  lead  them  hot  mto 
temptation* 

This  restrictive  system  operates  unequally ; 
some  parts  of  the  Union  enjoy  the  same  advan- 
tagee  which  they  possessed  when  no  difficultiea 
attended  our  foreign  reiatioos ;  others  suffer  ex- 
tremely. Ask  the  Northern  man,  and  be  will 
tell  you  that  any  state  of  things  is  better  than 
the  present ;  inquire  of  the  Weateriv  people  why 
their  crops  are  not  equal  to  what  thev  were  in 
former  years,  they  will  answer  that  industry  has 
no  stimulus  left,  since  their  surplus  products  have 
no  markets.  Notwithstanding  these  objections  to 
the  present  restrictive  system,  we  are  bound  to 
retain  it — this,  and  our  plignted  faith  to  the 
French  Government, have  tied  the  ^rdian  knot; 
we  cannot  untie  it ;  we  can  cut  it  with  the  sword* 

This  war,  if  carried  on  successfully,  will  have 
Its  advantages. ,  We  shall  drive  the.British  from 
our  Continent — they  will*  no  longer  have  an  ap- 
portunily  of  intriguing  with  our  Indian  neighbora, 
and  setting  on  the  ruthless  savage  to  tomahawk 
our  women  and  children.  That  nation  will  lose 
her  Canadian  trad^and,  by  having  noresting  place 
in  this  country,*  her  means  of  annoying  us  will 
be  diminished.  The  idea  I  am  now  about  to  ad- 
vance is  at  war,  I  know,  with  sentiments  of  "Uie 
gentleman  from  Virginia:  I  am  willing  to  re- 
ceive the  Canadians  as  adopted  brethren ;  it  will 
have  beneficial  political  effects ;  it  will  preserve 
the  equilibrium  of  the  Government.  When 
Louisiana  shall  be  fuUy  peopled,  the  Northeni 
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Buies  will  loye  their  power;  they  will  be  at  the 
discretion  of  others;  they  can  be  depressed  at 
pleasure,  and  then  thb  Union  might  oe  endan- 
gered— I  therefore  feel  anxious  not  only  to  add 
Uie  Fioridas  to  the  South,  but  tbe.Cai^adas  to 
the  North  of  this  empire. 

To  you,  Mr.  Speaicer,  and  to  the  members  of 
thia  House,  my  thanlcs  ;Bre  due  for  the  very  pa- 
tient attention  you  have  paid  to  my  ^b^rrassed 
remarks. 

Mr.  WiDOBRY  next  spoke  in  favor  of  t^  report. 
t  Mr.  Cbeves  followed  next  in  debate,  and  ad- 
'Tocated  the  report  at  some  length. 

Mr.  RANnoLPH  comtnepced  some  observations 
ia  reply,  and  Mr.  Giujndy  rose  to  pzplain.  Be- 
fore Mn  Ranoolph  resumed  his  speech,  a,rao- 
tion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Mr.  Xjrundt,  with 
a  view  of  giving  the  opponents  of  the  report  timi? 
to  prepare  fuUy  to  reply  to  what  had  been  to-day 
advanced  by  its  supporters.  -  And  the  H6use  ad- 
journed. 

Ti/EapAT,  D^eniber  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  James  Cochran, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Laods.  td  whom  W99  referred'  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  '*for  the  relief  of'  Thomas 
O'Banuoti,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third, 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gholrom.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jated  Shattock, 
referred*  the  twenty-8ikt5  ultimo;  whidi  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  firat  Monday  in  January  next. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  an  irafavorable 
report  on  the  petidon  of  Thomas  Fish  bourn 
Wharton ;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Or  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  mstrueted  to  inquire  into 
th^  expediency  of  allowing  an  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Postmaster  General ;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the.  relief  of  John  Burh- 
ham  was  read  the  third  time,^and  passed.. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
a  public  road  from  the  line  established  by  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville,  to  the  North  Betfd,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  To  authorize  the 
surveying  and  mairking  of  certain  roads,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of 
Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SPANISH  AMERICAN  COLONIES. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re** 
lates  to  the  Spanish  American  Colonies,  made  a 
report,  in  part,  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.    The  report  is  as  follows : 


The'  comniktas  lo  wImhd  wu  rdetred  mi  iiKVBk  of  the* 
President's  Kessage  98  relates  to  the  Spanish  Aareri- 
can  colonies^  hare,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
House,  deliberately  considered  the  subject  before  thea^ 
and  directed  a  report,  in  part,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
eonsideratiton  of' the  House,  in  the  form  of  a  pnblie 
declaration,  as  follows : 

Whereiis  several  of  the  American  Spanish  provinces 
have  represented  to  the  United  States  that  it  has  beeta 
found  expedient  for  them  to  associate  and  form  Fed* 
eral  Governments  upon  the  elective  and  rcpresen^ve 
plan,  and  to  declare  themselves  free  and  independent*— 
Therefore,  be  it        '  '  , 

.Revived,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repfetdntm* 
twes  of  the  United  Stt^es  of  Amdiea  in  Con^ft»$ 
assemSMt  That  they  .behold,  with  frtendly  interest,  Ibe 
estsblishment  of  independent  aovereiffnties  by  tbt  Spaa-: 
idh  provinces  in  Aopierica,  consequent  apon  the  •AaA 
state  of  the  jnboavchy  to  which  they  beiot^red ;  tlwt,  as 
neighbors  and  inhabitaots  oC  the  same  ]ienMsphsre,ths 
United  Stated  foel  great  solicitude  fi)r  th.eir  wsl&is; 
and  that,  when  those  provinces  shall  have  attained  the 
eondition  of,  nation8>  by  the  just  exercise  6f  ^eir  tights^ 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  will  units 
with  the  Executive  in  establishing  with  them,  as  sov- 
ereign and  independent  States,  such  amicable  relations 
and  commercial  intercourse  as  may  require  theb  Legis*^ 
lative  authority. 

House  or  RspiixsxirTATtvxSf  Dee,  5,  1811. 

Sra :  In  behalf  of  itie  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider so  much  of  the  President's  Message  of  the  5th  of 
November 'as  relates  to  the  Spanish  American  prov- 
inces, I  beg  leave  to  inquire  whether  it  is  known  to  our 
Government  that  any^'Of  those  provinces  haVe  declared 
themseiveB  independent,  or  t^at  material  dianges  have 
taken  place  in  their  poKtioal  relations.  It  Is  RSt  «x-^ 
pectsd>  however,  that  my  requiest  will  be  understood  to 
extend  to  those  conHntmications.  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Execiltive,  it  wonld.  be  impr(q»er  to  disclose. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  scce(>t  the  assurances  of.my  high 
consideration  and  respect 

SAMUEL  L.  MITCHILL. 

Hon.  Jaxxs  Movaox. 

DxPAwncKKT  ox  Stj^tx,  Dee.  0,  1811. 

-Six  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in  tcom-^ 
pliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  lettec  of  tho^ 
5th  instant,  a  copy  of  the  declaration  of  independence 
made  by  the  provinces  of  Venezuela.  This  act  was 
communicated  to  this  Government  by  order  of  the  Con- 
gress, composed  of  deputies  from  those  provinces,  assem- 
bled at  Caraccas.  It  is*  not  ascertained  that  any  other 
of  the  Spanish  provinces  have,  as  yet,  entered  into  sim- 
ilar declarations ;  but  Jt  is  known  that  most,  if  not  all 
of  them^n  the  continent,  are  in  a  revolutionary  state. 
The  progress  made  in  that  direction  by  some  of  them> 
will  best  appMT  in  die  documents  which  have  already 
been  communicated  to  you.  I  have  the  honorto  be,  ^bc. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Saitoxl  L.  Mitchikl,  dtc    > 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  Messrs,  Armstrong  (M 
Bowdoin. 
DsPAXTKXirT  OF  St  ATX,  March  18,  1806. 
GxirTLXM XH :  I  have  duly  received  from  time  to  time 
your  several  letters,  bearing  dates  the  3d  July,  the  lOth 
and  15th  August,  the  10th  September,  the  3dand25tb« 
October,  and  the  SOtti  November. 
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Pi«f  icHW  to  th»  axTTRii  ^  Mri  8kipwhh  wkh  your 
demt^ies  of  September  10,  our  afiaira  with  8paip  had 
tudwrgoae  the  paittoular  coagideratioii  of  the  President, 
with  a  refecened  as  well  to^  the  diaage  in  the  state  of 
things  in  Burope  as  Uy  the  approi^ohing  session  of  Con- 
giesi ;  and  it  had  been  determined— «1»  That  the  man- 
jMr  in  which  the  negotiataons  at  Madrid  had  been  closed 
by  Spain  foibad*  any  appheation  whaliever  Jte.her  lor  a 
renewal  of  them ;  2.  That  the  ease  shouiid^be  presented 
to  CoDgfess,  ibr  such  fncoTisiona  mb  it  might  be  thought 
to  requite  on  their  part-:  3.  That,  in  the  meab&nef  you 
should  be  chaiiged  to  plaee  before  th^  French  Oovem- 
■Mnt  the  necessity  to  which  Spain,  by  recusing  to 
eottour  in  a  dtploowtie  adjustoofent  of  her^eontroversies 
with  the  United  States,  had  reduced  the  latter*  of  seek^ 
ing  justice  by  those  ulterior  measured  which  the  occa- 
sion CaUed  for.  It  had  also  been  determined  by  ^e 
President,  with  a  view  to  liable  the  French  Ootem- 
ment,  if  it  should  be  so  disposed,  to  hasten  by  its  medi- 
ating influenee  on  Spain  the  change  in  her  equncUs 
necessary  to  an  amicable  adjustment  with  the  United 
States,  and  to  bring 'Spain  forward  for  the  purpose, 
that  you  shouM  be  furbished  with  the  terms  which 
Spain  might  obtain  from*  the  United  States. 

On  the  reoeipt  of  your  communications  by  Mr.  Skip- 
.wBii>  the  ideas  disclosed  by  th6  French  ^rovemment 
were  considered  as  fom^g  a  sufficient  baJns  for  an  an-' 
ticipatihg  provision  by  Congress, Aich  as  wa^  made  in 
rdTerence  to  the  contention  of  the  80ih  of  April,  1803 ; 
and  it  was  accordingly  determined,  in  pursuance  -  of 
that  example,  to  await  the  meeting  of  Oongr^,  and 
ky  the  subject  before  them.  .  This  i^as  dohe^,  and  th^ 
act  and  resolutions,  of  which  copies  are  enclosed,  werb 
the  result  of  their  ^eussfons ;  a  relralt  which  has  been 
delayed,  by  tho  forms  of  proceeding,  and  some  variances  < 
of  opinion  on  tho  occasion,  longer  than  might  have  been 
wished. 

I  now  endose  ttie  outline  and  substance  of  a  conven- 
tional arrangement  adapted  to  the  vi6wB  expressed  by 
Congress,  and  such  as  the  President  authorizes  you  to 
conclude.  You  will  lose  no  tfme  in  imparting  it  to  the 
French  Government  in  the  manner  you  may  de6m 
most  expedient ;  letting  it  know,  at  the  same  time,  that 
no  direct  communication  on  the  subject  ha^  been  made 
to  the  Spanish  Government ;  that  after  the  reception 
given,  by  Spain  to  the  overtures  made  through  an  extra- 
ordinary mission  to  Madrid,  followed  by  bcr  military 
and  menacing  indications  within  and  near  the  contro- 
verted territorfes,  as  explained  in  .the  annexed  extracts, 
^the  United  States,  though  ready  to  meet  Spain  in  nego- 
tiation under  the  auspices  ofa  common  friend,  do  not  con- 
sider it  belonging  to  them  to  court  a  further  negotiation 
in  any  form ;  that,  consequently,  the  steps  necessary 
on  the  part  of  Spain  must  be  the  result  either  of  her 
own  reflections,  or  of  tl^e  prudent  council  which  Frai^ce 
may  nndertake  to  give  her. 

The  President  leaves  to  yoor  own  management  the 
expresKon  of  those  Sentiments,  which,  without  any  im- 
proper condescensions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
will  be^t  conciliate  the  French  Government  to  our  oh- 
joets.  l*he  ascendency  which  it  will  have  over  that 
of  8|patn,  if^o  change  of  oircumstanoes  intervene,  and 
the  preforenoe  -of  an  amicable  termitiatton  of  our  dtfifor- 
enoee  with  Spai^  to  an  appeal  to  fbree,  require  that 
every  honorable  use  should  be  made  of  the  occasion 
which  seems  to  ofier  itself. 

Should  the  Emperor  still  be  ahsent,  without  authority 
in  any  hands  at  Paris  to  take  measores  in  concert  with 
you  for  instituting  the  business,  it  must  remain  with 


yo«  to  decide  atSeotding  to  the  probable  course  of  his 
movements  on  the  most  expeditat  and  expeditious  mode 
of  holding  the  necessary  commanications  with  his  cabl« 
net  Rather  thah  risk  srdelay  which  may  lose  a  favorable 
crisis^  it  m<^l>c  even  adviteble'to  r^>air  to  his  militarj^ 
qoBzters.  >  This  is  a  step,  however,  to  which  there  may 
be  so  many  objections,  that  it  will  require  very  strongs 
considerations  to  ^recommend  it 

As  soon  as  any  authori^  at  Paris  shall  be  ready  on 
the  part  of  Spain,  you  win  enter  on  the  subject,  and 
press  it  to  a'conclusion  with  as  much  celerity  and  de- 
cision as  circumstances  will  justify.  Thf  terms  stated 
as  your  guide  require  little  explanation  more  than  ac^ 
companies  the  several  articles.  The  object  vnth  the 
United  States  b  to  secure  West  Florida,  which  is  es- 
sential to  their  interest,  and  to  obtain  East  Florida, 
which  is  important  to  them,  procuring,  at  the  same  time, 
equitable  indemnities  firom  Spain  for  the  injuries  for 
which  she  is  answerab^le,  to  all  which  the  proposed  ex- 
change of  territory  and  arrangement  of  the  western, 
boundary  may  |>e  made  subservient.  The  desire  mani- 
fested by  the  'House  of  Representatives'  in  the  reso- 
lution herewidk  enekMed^  that  such  an  exchange  and' 
artangemenjt  may  be  fotnid  sufficient,  without  any  pvice: 
,  in  money,  will  engage  all  your  attention  and  exeitioBa» 
If  the  exchange  stated  in  the  resolution  with  tl^  Si^btntf- 
river  for  our  western  boundary  below  the  ridge,  dividii^ 
the  waters  rupning  into  the  Mississippi  from  those  run- 
ning into  the  ^If  westward  of  the  mouLh  of  that  river 
can  be  obtained,  the  exchange  Will  be  satisfactory, e^eci-' 
ally  if  accompanied  with  a  reasonable  provision  for  the 
indemnities  due  from  Spain  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  If  the  exchange  can  be  obtained  even  without 
this  last  provision,  or  including  the  territory  eastward 
of  the  Perdido,  or  any  pecuniary  payment  for  the  terri- 
tory westward  thereof,  it  is  not  to  be  rejected  ;  Wt  in 
that  case  it  will  be  extremely  desihible  to  make  the  an» 
thorized  establishment  of  an  interval  of  territory,  not  to 
be  settled  for  a  given,  period,  subaerrient  to  a  provision 
for  indemnities. 

In  order  to  determine  the  price  and  the  paymexrts  tb 
Spain  for  the  cession  of  territory,  and  to  provide  indeb- 
nities  for  the  spoliations  and  other  injuries  for  which 
Spain  is  rcspbn«blo,youwill  add  to  &e  preceding  arti- 
des  others  ^proper  on  those  su^cts.  For  the  several 
modifications  which  will  best  comport  with  the  conve- 
nience of  our  Treasury^  and  the  sentiments  of  the  Seo- 
retary  of  that  Department,  I  refer  to  copies  of  a  letter 
and  paper  from  him,  herewith  enclosed,  stating  to  you 
generally  for  your  guide — 1.  That  the  sum  to  be  made 
payable  to  Spain  for  her 'cesrion  is  not  to  exceed  five 
millions  of  dollars;  2.  That  as  little  as  possible,  and  in 
no  event  more  than  two  millions,  are  to  be  paid  priov 
to  the  delivery  of  possession  or  the  ratification ;  3.  fliat 
as  ample  a  provision  as  possible  be  made  for  indemni- 
Qes,  either  by  constituting  a  board  of  commissioners  for 
settling  them,  or  by, a  sum  in  gross,  sufficient  to  cover 
their  probable 'amount  which  is  not  less  than  four  mil- 
lions pf  dollars,  and  distributable  by  ^e  United  States 
to  such  claimants,  anc)  in  such  proportions,  as  may  be' 
decided  upon  under  thehr  authority.  This  last  mode 
of  providing  fbfr  the  object  will  be  much  the  best  if  the 
sum  in.  gross  be  equal  to  the  amount  of  claims  likely 
to  be  allowed  by  a.  Board  of  Commissioners ;  4.  It  is- 
particularly  desirable  that,  in  defining  the  cases  to  be 
indemnified,  the  tenns  should  be  audi  as  will  embrace 
those  where  French  subjects  or  eitlfens,  as  well  as  those 
where  Spanish  sulijeots  were  the  wrong  doers.  If  « 
sum  in  gross  be  stipulated,  it  may  be  expected  thai 
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Spain  will  not  oliject  to  a  definition  which  will  author- 
ize the  United  States  to  apply  it  to  both  caaea,  espe- 
cially if  terms  be  chosen  which  will  not  expressly  des- 
^ate  the  conteAted  French  cases;  5.  In  defining  tha 
.cases,  it  will  be  proper  to  have  in  Wew  those  of  erery 
ilescription  vi^hicb  exist — more  particularly  depredations 
on  the  high  seas,  and  unjust  or  unlaw/ul  ii^piriee  within 
the  Spanish  jurisdiction,  whether  in  Old  Spain  or  her 
colonies;  in  a  word,  all  injurious  acts,  either  to  the 
United  States  or  to  her  citizens,  for  which  the  Spanish 
nation  is  responsible,  according  to  the  principles  of  jus- 
^ce,  equity,  treaty,  or  the  law  of  nations. 
I  have  the  honor  tabe,  dec 

JAMES  MADISON. 

1>.  S. — Particular  care  must  be  taken  in  case  s  con- 
"vention  shall  be  made  which  docs  npt  provide  for  the 
spoliations,  or  for  the  portion  of  them,  subsequent  to 
the  convention  of  August,  180!8,  to  guard  against^  an 
abandonment,  either  express  or  constructive,  of  the  just 
claims  of  our  citizens  on  that  account.  ,  J.  M. 


PROJECT  dF  A  CON¥BNTIO|f. 

The  United  States  and  His  Catholic  Mdjesty  b^ing 

doMTOUs  of  terminating  amicably  all  controversies  now 

subsisting  between  them,  and  of  providing  more  ef^t- 

.  ually  for  the  maintenance  of  their  future  harmony,  have 

appointed,  dtc. : 

Abticlb  1. — Spain,  acknowledging  and  confirming 
to  the  United  States  West  Florida,  cedes  to  them  for- 
ever the  same  and  East  Florida,  with  the  islands  and 
waters  thereon  respectively  depending ;  or  if  unattain- 
able in  that  form,  Spain  cedes  and  confirms  forever  to 
the  United  States  East  and  West  Florida,  with  the 
island  waters  tiiereon  respectively  depending. 

Observations  on  Article  1. — ^The  object  in  these  forms 
of  expressing  the  cession,  is,  tb  date  that  of  West  ^lor^ 
ida  as  far  at  least  as  to  the  Perdido,  from  the  date  of 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  by  France,  and  hereby  invali- 
date the  intervening  sales  of  land,  which  it  is  under- 
stood have  tak^  place  cormptty  or  tth&irly,  to  a  very 
great  extent.  If  Spain  should  appear  to  acquiesce  in 
a  more  explicit  acknowledgment  of  .our  right  under 
the  French  convention  as  fiiir  as  the  Perdido,  it  may  be 
well  to  divide  the  territpiy  eastward  of  the  ^lississippi 
by  a  reference  to  that  river,  instead  of  referring  to  it  as 
divided  into  East  and  West  Florida. 

Abt  2. — Possessioq  of  the  said  territory  shall  be  de- 
livered to  a  person  or  persons  authorized  by  the  United 
States  to  receive  the  same,  within  -r —  deys  or  less  if 
practicable,  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
convention.  With  the  said  territory  shall  be  deliv^rqd 
all  public  property,  excepting  ahips  and  military  stores, 
as  also  all  public  archives  belongmg.to  the  same. 

Skc.  2.  Witiun  ninety  days  after  delivering  poises* 
aion,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  the  Spanish  troops  shall 
evacuate  the  territoty  hereby  ceded. 

Sxc.  3.  The  inhabitants  ofthe  ceded  terriloiy  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  same  incorporation  into  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  same  protec^n  in  their  religion, 
their  liberties,  and  their  property,  as  were  stipulated  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803r  with 
the  French  Republic 

Sec.  4.  With  the  same  motives  in  view  which  led 
to  the  seventh  and  eighth  articles  of  the  treaty  above 
mentioned,  it  has  been  agreed  between  the  contracting 
parties  that  the  ships  of  France  and  Spain  shall  enjoy, 
ia  the  ports  of  the  hereby  ceded  territory,  until  the  tenn 


of  the  twelve  years  thenin  mentioBed  ^aU  be  expired, 
the  same  privileges  as  to  trade  and  duties  as  are  theraia 
stipulated,  and  during  the  same  spaoe  of  time  no.  other 
nation  shall  have  a  right  to  the  same  privileges  in  the 
ports  of  the  hereby  ceded  territoiy. 

Qxc.  6,  In  future,  and  forever  after  the  expiratioa  of 
the  said  term  of  twelve  yeaip,  the  vessels  of  ^lain  ahall 
be  treated  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  natienf  in 
the,  ports  of  the  hereby  ceded  tenritory» 

AaT.  3. — ^The  boundary  between  the  territoty  of  the 
United  States  on  th^  western  side  of  Misnssippi,  and 
the  possessions  of  %ain,  shall  be  the  Colorado,  {ot  the 
Gaudaloupe,  if  attainable,)  firom'its  mouth  to  Ua  most 
northerly  source ;  thencb,  a  right  line  to  the  nearaat 
high  lands,  enclosing  all  the  waters  running  directly 
or  indirectly  into  the  Mississippi  or  Missouri,  and  along 
the  said  highlands  as  far  as  they  border  pn  the  Span- 
ish dominions.  >  ,- 

ObscmationM  otl  Article  8.— Although  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  urge  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  Rio 
Bravo,  and  to  propose  that  for  the  boundary,  it  is  not 
expected  that  one  more  westwardly  thai^  the  boundary 
delineated  in  this  article  will  be  fiivored  by  Fraiioe 
or  admitted  by  Spain. 

Abt.  4 — ^It  is  agreed  that  a  space  extending  thirty 
leagues  on  each  side  of  the  said  boundary  ahall  be  kept 

hy  the  parties  respectively  unsettled  for  the  term  of 

years ;  or 

A  space  between  the  said  boundary  and  some  boun- 
dary beginning  with  a  river  eastward  of  the  Coloradk>, 
and  westward  qf  the  ^abioe ;  or« 
'  A  space  between  the  said  boundary,  and  th^  boun- 
dary beginning  with  the  Sabine,  and  running  thence 
from  the  source  of  the  Sabine^  a  straight  line,  to  the 
confiuence  of  the  rivers  Osage  and  Missouri ;  apd  from 
the  said  confluence,  a  line  running  pa^alld  with  the 
Mississippi,  to  the  latitude  of  its  most  northernmost 
source ;  and  thence  a  meridian  to  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  Louisiana. 

Ohstryations  on  Article  4 — ^These  descriptions  of  a 
barrier  interval  are  to  be  successively  yielded  according 
as  Spain  may  be  willing  to  ced6  therefor  her  territory 
eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  or  to  abate  in  the  sum  of 
money  to  be  paid  for  East  Florida,  or  to  be  liable  in  her 
engsgements  and  provisiops  for  indemnifying  our  citi- 
zens. It  being  impossible  to  foresee  the  various  modi- 
fications and  eombmations  which  the  subject  may  take 
in  the  course  ot  negotiation,  much  must  necessarily  be 
left  to  your  own  judgment  It  is  to  be  understood 
that,  in  no  event,  the  country  eastward  of  the  Ssbine 
and^  the  line  from  its  source  as  above  reforred  to,  is  to 
be  included  in  the  unsettled  interval. 

Abt.  6 — [Here  was  inserted  a  copy  of  the  provisions 
contained  in  the  project  of  1804,  as  to  the  interval  not 
to  be  settled.] 

Mr.  Armstrong  to  M.  Yzquierdo- 

Pabts,  Sept.  30,  1806. 
The  undersigned  having  been  informed  by  the  Amer- 
ican Charge  d'Affaires  at  Madrid,  that  a  Minbter  had 
been  appointed,  on  the  part  of  His  Oatholic  Majesty,  to 
negotiate  a  setUement  of  the  several  points  in  centio* 
veray  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  His , 
said  Majesty:  and  having  understood  from  His  Majesty's 
AmbasMdor  at  this  Court,  that  M.  Vzquierdo  was  the 
Minister  thus  appointed,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
undersigned  to  inform  His  Excellency  that  Plenipoten- 
tiaries commissioned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  fulfil,  on  his  part,  this  important  object,  are 
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I  Park;  and  eqnallj  prapared  and  diapoMd  to 
eater  on  the  proposed  negotiation.  The  undetiigned 
avails  himsell'of  this,  occasion  to  ofSn  to  M«  Yzquierdo 
the  assurance  of  hie  very  high  eonsideration. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 
Mnitttr  Plempoimtiary  of  the.  United  ^aU§. 
Hk  ExoellencT  H.  YaatiaaDO, 

Counselhr  of  Siai$  and  of  M4zr. 

M,  Yzquierdo  to  Oeneral  ArrMtrong. 

Pahis,  Oeiob4T  1,  1Q06. 
The  undersigned  has  received  with  interest  the  com- 
mnnfcations  of  his  Excellency  General  Armstrong, 
contained  in  his  note  of  the  80th  September  last.  .  He 
has  the  honor  to  make  known  to  hita  that  the  negoti- 
ations on  the  'different  ik>int8  in  controversy  between 
his  Government  and  ^he  United  States  of  America  are 
not  within  his  actual  political  powers. 

The  undersigned  profits  of  this  occasion  to  presemt 
tb  his  Excellency  General  Arhistrong  the  assurance  of 
his  high  consideration.  £.  Y^QUIEBPQ, 

^      .      Counsellor  of  Statfit  Ae*^ 
*  .   '    ■      ,  , »    . 

Exbraet^Tht  Secretary  of  Stbie  to  Mr.  Bowdoini 

Mat  25,  1«07. 
It  is  paittfhl  to  find  that  the  reserve  and  n^stery 
which  have  so  Jong  enveloped  our  afiairs  with  Spain 
still  embarrass  the  efforts  to  bring  tham  to  a  proper 
state.  The  prdtracted  delay  is  certainly  not  a  little 
haxardous  to  the  peace  of  the  two  nations,  which  has 
thju  far  been  preserved  by  the  moderation  of  the  Un^ 
M  Stsftet,  in  spite  of  the  folly  of  the  other  party.  The 
conduct  of  Spain  is  not  Easily  exphtjned.  Several 
eauses  hare  probably  united  in  producing  her  obstinate 
repugnance  to  meet  ouf  reasonable  overtures ;  perhaps 
die  most  powerful  may  have  been. a, calculation  that 
she  would  have,  in  any  event,  the  support  of  one  or 
tile  ,oth^  of  the  two  great  rivals  of  Europe ;  and  tiiat 
her  deztert^  would  be  able  to  CQiqiebt  her  with  whicl|^ 
ever  of  ^em  should  ultimately  be  ascendant.  It  would 
seem  to  be  tmpoi^ble,  however,  that  the  crisis  can  be 
much  longer  procrastinated.  The  obsttuottons  which 
are  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  trade  through  the  Mobile, 
alid  even  of  the  use  of  the  river  by  the  Gevernment  of  the 
United  States  for  public  purposes,  and  kindling  a  flame 
which  win  not  be  very  manageable.  The  last  letter 
from  Mr.  Erving,  wfai(^  was  of -^^^^  communicated 
the  Spanish  decree,  co-operating  with  that  of  Novem- 
ber Slst  by  the  Froheh  Emperor*  whith  is  in  terms 
giving  eqnal  latitude  with  its  prototype  for  depredations 
on  our  commerce,  and  whi^,  if  so  executed,  will  add 
fuel  to  the  flame.  Mi;.  Erving  promised  that  his  next 
lettiu-  would  not  only  give  explanations  on  that  subject, 
hut  have  something  to  say  as  to  our^ffairs  generally 
with  the  Spanish  Government. 

Extract — Mr.  Madisony  Secretary  of  State,  ioVmeral 
Armstrong  and  Mr,  Bowdom., 

DMrABTMSlTT  Of  StaTS,  Jttfy  15,  1907. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  prodafnation,  by  the  Presi* 
dent,  will  inform  you  of  a  late  extraordinaiy  hoetility 
and  insult  oohimitted  by  a  British  ship  of  war  on  a 
MgtAc  of  the  United  Slates,  near  the  Capeaof  Virginia, 
and  of  the  measiAes  token  by  the.  President  in  conse- 
queaee  of  theoutragew  The  subsequent  jprooeedings 
of  the  Briiish  squadron  in  our  waters  have  borne  a 
Bka  atanp  of  ho^ili^ ;  and  although  it  qiaj  be  fbund 


that  these  provocationa  have  not  issued  frotnf  or  may 
be  disavowed  and  expiated  by  the  British  Government, 
it  may  also  be  found  tint  the  United  States  must  take 
on  themselves  the  reparation  that  is  due  to  them.  Few 
his  event  it  is  necessary  to  be  prepared,  as  well  with 
a  view  to  our  financen  as  to  other  resources  and  ar- 
rangements. 

In  this  AUte  of  thing^  the  President,  taking  into 
consideration  the  objections  to  an  application  of  the 
pnblic  funds  to  objecte  not  immediately  connected  with 
the  j>ublic  safety,  instructs  you  to  suspend  the  negoti- 
ations for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  unless  it  shall 
be  agreed  by  Spain  that  payih^nt  for  them  shall,  in 
qose  of  a  rupture  between  Great  Britoin  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  be  postponed  till  the  end  of  one  year  after 
they  shall  have  settled  their  differences ;  and  that,  in 
the  meantime,  no  interest  shall  be  paid  on  the  debt. 
Ton  wOl,  of  course,  understand  it  to  be  Inconsistent 
with  this  instruction  either  to  draw  on  the  Treasury, 
or  to  obtein  a  credit  in  Europe,  for  any  part  of  the  sum 
allotted  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas. 

Shall  a  bargain  have  been  made  for  the  Floridas, 
and  payments  stipulated,  as  contemplated  by  former 
instructions,  you  will  press,  in  the  most  serious  and 
emphatic  manner,  are-modification  of  the  terms  which 
will  adjust  them  to  the  instructions  here  given.  Such 
a  cdmplianoe  may  justly  be  expected  in  return  for  the 
advanteges  which  Spain  and  her  allies  will  derive  in 
various  respecte  from  a  contest  between  this  country 
And  their  enemy.  It  may  further  be  expected  that,  in 
consideration  of  these  advantages  to  them,  and  of  the 
genertd  effect  of  war,  or  even  a  cessation  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britain,  on  the  pecuniary  faeuMes  of  the 
United  States,  the  price  demanded  for  the  Floridas  will 
be  at  least  greatly  reduced.  To  this  consideration  it 
may  be  added,  that,  whilst  the  pecuniary  fiMnilties  of 
the  United  States  will  be  so  materially  benumbed  in 
the  event  of  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain^  those  of 
Spam  may  be  essentially,  aided,  bv  the  facility  which 
that  event  will  give  to  the  command  of  her  South  Amer- 
ican treasures  through  the  United  Stetes.  Finally,  it 
is  not  unworthy  of  consideration,  that  the  introduction 
of  hostile  relatidns  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  may  remove  objections  hitherto  felt  by  the  lai* 
ter  to  enterprises  against  the  Floridas,  and  lead  to  a 
military  occupancy  of  them  with  views  very  adverse  to 
the  policy  of  Spain. 

,  Should  Spain  still  obstinately  persist  ih  rejecting  or 
retarding  an  arrangement  concerning  the  Floridas,  she 
must  at  least  see  the  necessity  of  hastening  a  sa.tis&c- 
tory  one  on  other  subjecte,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
the  MobihB.  for  the  free  use  of  which,  by  the  United 
States,  orders  ought  to  be  sent  without  a  moment's 
delay. 

•  The  President  leaves  to  your  own  discretion  the  use 
to  be  made  of  observations  of  this  kind,  and  entertains 
an  ei^re  confidence  ihat  your  management  of  the 
whole  business  wOl  be  such  as  will  best  comport  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  crisis,  and  conduce  most  to 
the  object  entrusted  to  you. 

Extraet^S§t.  Smithi  Setretary  of  State,  to  General 
Armstrong. 

DxPABTXaiTT  OF  StATS, 

March  15,  1809. 

From  the  enclosed  report  df  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  you  vrill  perceive  that  the  appropriation  of 

the  two  millions  of  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  Florida, 

haviqg  expired  on  the  31st  December  last,  has  been 
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carried  to  the  credit  ctf  the  «iirphia  |bnd.  from  this 
%jid  other  considerations,  it  is  deemed  expedient,  at 
preeeot,  to  snspftnd  the  negoUation  in  rotation  to  that 
subject.^ 

Mr  Foster  to  Mr,  Monroe* 

Washjwoto!?,  July  2,  18^11. 

8iii :  The  attention  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
has  of  late  been  called  to  the  measures  pursued' bythe 
United  States  for  the  military  occupation  of  West 
Florida.  The  language  held  by  the  President  at  the 
opening  of  the  late  session  of  Congress,  the  hostile 
demonstrations  made  by  the  American  forces  under 
Captain  Gaines,  the  actual  summoning  of  the  fort  of 
Kfooile,  and  the  bill  submitted  to  the  approbation  of 
the  American  Legislature  for  the  interior  administra- 
tion of  the  province,  are  so  many  direct  and  positive 
-proofs  that  the  Government  of  America  is  prepared  to 
subject  the  province  of  West  Florida  to  the*  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

The  Spanish  Minister  in  London,  addressed  a  note; 
in  the  month  of  March  last,  to  His  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  expressing,  in  sufficient 
detail,  the  feelings  of  the  Governnaent  of  Spain  respect- 
ing^ thia  unprovoked  aggression  on  the  iQtegrity^o/ ^at 
monarchy. 

Mr.  Morier,  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Smith  of  December 
15,  1810,  has  already  reminded  the  Ameripan  Qovern^ 
ment  of  the  intimate  alliance  subsisting  between  His 
Majesty  and  Spain,  and  he  has  desired  such  explana- 
tions on  the  subject  as  might  convince  His  Majesty  of. 
the  pacific  disposition  of  the  United  States  towards 
Spain.  Mr.  Smith,  iik  hi^  reply,  has  stated  that  it  was 
evident  that  no  hostile  or  unfriendly  purposo  was  en- 
tertained by  America  towards  Spam ;  and  that  the 
American  Minister  at  His  Majesty's  Court  had  been 
enabled  to  make  whatever  explanations  might  comport 
with  the  frank  and  conciliatory  spirit  which  had  bee'n 
invariably  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
.  Since  the  date  of  his  correspondence,  Mr.  Pinkney 
has  offered  no  explanation  whatever  of  the  motives 
which  have  actuated  the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
in  this  transaction ;  a  bill  has  been  introduced  into 
Congress  for  the  establishment,  government,  and  pro- 
tection, of  the  Territory  of  Mol,>ile,  and  the  fortress  of 
that  name  has.  beeii  summoned  without  effect 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  is 'still  willing  to 
hope  that  the  American  Government  has  not  been 
urged  to  this  step  by  ambitious  motives,  or  by  a  desire 
of  foreign  conquest  ahd  territorial  aggrandizement  It 
would  be  satisfactory,  however,  to  be  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain that  no  consideration  connected  with  the  present 
state  of  Spain  has  induced  America  to  despoil  that 
monarchy  of  a  valuable  foreign  colony. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  contends  that 
the  right  to  the  possession' of  a  certain  part  of  West 
Florida  will  not  be  less  open  to  dbcussion  in  the  occu-, 
pation  of  America  than  under  the  Governpacnt  of 
Spain. 

But  the  Government  of  the  United  Stateit^  vtndet 
this  pretext,  cannot  expect  to  avoid  the  reproach  which 
must  attend  the  ungenerous  and  unprovoked  seizure  of 
a  foreign  colony,  while  the  parent  Sute  is  engaged  in 
a  noble  contest  for  independence,  against  a  most  un- 
justifiable and  violent  invasion  of  the  rights  both  of  the 
monarch  and  people  of  Spain. 

While  I  "wait,  therefore,  for  an  ezplanaticm  from  you, 


iir,  as  to  the  mothrea  whkh  led  to  Alia  VDJnat  aggnv* 
sion  by  the  United  Sti^  on  the  tenitories  of  Wg 
Majoa^'a  ally,  I  must  oonsider  it  aa  my  dnnr  to  lotfo 
no  time  in  fulfilling  the  orders  of  His  m>yal  Highnoii 
^the  Prince  ResT^nt,  by  which  I  am  commanded,  in  the 
event  of  its  appearing  on  my  arrival  in  this  dty  that 
the  United  States  still  persevere,  by  mtnaiies  and  ac- 
tual demonstration,  to  alaim  the  military  ocenpation^of 
West  FloridflL  notwithstan,ding  the  remonstrances  of 
His  Majesty 'siDharg^  des  Afiaires^  apd  the  manifest  in- 
justice of  the  act,  to  present  to  you  the  solemn  protest 
of  Hia  Royal  Highness  in  the  namlB  and  on  the  behalf 
of  His  Majesty,  against  an  attempt  so  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  public  justice,  faith,  and  national  honor, 
and  so  injurious  to  the  alliance  subsisting  between 
His  Majesty  and  the  Spanish  nation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

A  UGUSTU8  J.  FOSTER. 

Tba  Hoil.  Xaius  !Mo91io«,  dec. 

Jfr.  Monroe  tq  Mr,  Foster.  , 

DispjkiiTMEirT  OF  State,  July  8, 1811. 

Siji :  I  hare  had  thq  honor  to  receive  the  note  which 
you  have  prc^nted  by  the  order  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness, the  Prince  Regent,  to  protest,'  in  behalf  of  the 
Regency  of  Spain,  against  the  poaaesaionr  lately  taken 
by  the  United  States  ^  certain  parU  of  West  Floridftt 

AUhough  the  President  cannot  admit  tl|e  right  of 
Great  Britain  to  interfere  in  any  question  relating  to 
that  province,  he  is  wilUng  to  eiqplain,  in  a  friendly 
manner,  th^  oonsiderationa  whidb  induced  the  United 
Sutes  to  take  the  step  against  which  you  have  beea 
ordered  to  protest 

It  is  to  be.  inferred,  ftwa  yonr.  view  of  the  aulueeta 
that  the  Bridwh  iGioveniraei^t  has  been  taught  to  believe 
that  the  United  States  seized  a  moment  of  national 
embarrassment  to  wrest  from  Spain  a  province  to  which^ 
they  had  no  right,  and  that  they  were  prompted  to  it- 
by  their  interest  alone,  and  acknowledge  that- Spain 
could  not  defend  it'  Nothing,  however,  is  more  re- 
mote from  ^e  fact. than  the  presumption  on  which 
your  Government  appears  to  have  acted.  Exam^ples 
of  so  unworthy  a  conduct  are  unfortunately  too  Se- 
quent |n  the  history  of  nations ;  but  the  United  Staita 
have  not  folio  wed, tlv^m.  The  President  hadjieranaded 
himself  that  the  unequivoc^f  proo&  which  the  United 
States  have  given,  in  all  their  transactions  with  foreign 
Powers,  and  particularly -with  Spain,  of  an  upright  and 
liberal  poli<^,  would  have  shielded  them  fi-om  such  un- 
merited a  suspicioli.  I|e  is  satisfied  that  nothing  ia 
wanting  but  a  correct  knowledge  of  facts  completely 
to  dissipate  it  . 

.  I  flight  hring  to  your  .view  a  long,  catalogue  of  in- 
juries which  Uie  United  Sta^s  have  received  iron 
Spain  since  the  conclusion  of  their  Revolutionary  wai« 
any  one  of  which  wOuld  most  probably  have  been  con- 
sidered cause  of  war,  and  resented  as  such)  by  other 
Powers.  I  wiH  mention  two  of  these  only ;  the  spolia- 
tions that  wer^  committed  on  their  commerce  to  a 
great  amount  in  the  last  war,  and  the  sup|»ression  of 
Uieir  deposite  at  New  Orle^na  just  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  presentwar,  in  violation  of  a.aplemii 
treaty ;  for  neither  o(  which  injuries  has  any  reparation 
or  atonement  been  made.  For  injuries  like  thoee  of 
the  first  class,  it  is  known  to  you  tliat  Great  Britain 
and  France  made  indenmi^.  The  United  States,  how- 
ever, do  notTely  on  these  usuries  for  a  justification  of 
their  eonduct  in  this  transaction,  althoo^  their  dai^**^ 
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toTipwmtioil  fertbem  »re  by  do  niMiis  relmqaiilMd, 
and,  it  k  to  b«  prepniMd,  wiH  not  ahvu^s  be iieglocled. 

Wbon  I  iaform  you  that  the  provinoe  of  West  Flori- 
da to  the  Perdkio  was  a.  part  of  Louisiana,  while  the 
whole  pvOTitkce  formerly  belonged  to  Ftance ;  ^at,  al- 
tiK>agh  it  waiB  afterwards  separated  fVom  tfa^  other  part, 
yet  ^t  bodi  parts  were  again  reunited  in  the  handA 
of  Spain,  and  by  her  reconveyed  to  France,  in  whcoh 
atate  the  entire  province  of  liOtiistitna  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States  in  1803;  that,  in  aocep^ttgc  ihe  cession 
and  paying  for  the  territory  ceded,  the  United  SUtes 
nnderstood  and  believed  that  they  paid  ibr  >Uie  conntry 
as  for '^as  the  Perdido,  as  part  of  Lenkiana ;  and  that, 
on  a  coQtiction  of  their  right,  they  included  in  Ibeir 
Ikws  prdvifiions  adapted  to  die'  cessiorl  in  tiritt  exteni, 
it  esMiot  iiil-  ^  be  a  caose  of  surprise  to  the  Prince 
Segent  that  th^  did  no^t  proceed  to  take  possession' of 
Ae  territory  in  question  bm  soon  as  the  treaty  was  rati- 
1M,  There  was  nothing  in  the  ebeonislaiices  of  Spain 
at  that  time  that  xsejold  hare  forbidden  the  measure. 
la  denying  the  tight  t>f  the  United  States  to  thk  terri- 
tory, bar  ^ovemmont  Invited  bego^tion  on  tfaiU>  «id' 
ewsty  otiMC  peinttin  eonteatatioQ  between  the  parties. 
The  United  States  aeoepted  the  invitation  in  tfae\^po 
that  it  would  secure  an  adjuMmoRt  and  reparation  for 
every  injnry  which  hftd  been  i^oiuied,  atad  lead  to  Uia 
MMteration  of  p^eet  harmany  between  the  two  cOu^ 
toiea :  but  in  that  fiope  they  were  d^appointed. 

Since  the  year  1806,  the  period  of  the  last  negolia- 
tiMi  vrith  Qp«in»tbe  ptoviriee  of  West  Florida  liis  re- 
Msined  in  a  iitpiation  altogetlier  incompatible  widk  the 
wel&re  of  these  States.  The  G^emment  of  Spain 
has  scarcely  been  felt  there ;  in  cons^qnettoe  of  wbi^h 
the  aKaira  of  that  province  had  fallen  into  disorder.  Of 
thit  circumstance,  however,  the  United  States  took  no 
advantage.  It  was  not  until  the  la^  year^  when  the 
il^abitaats,  perceiving  that  aH  authority  over  them 
had  eoaSed,  rose  in  k  body  ivith  hiteiitiot»  tbtake^ 
the  oduntry  into  their  own  hands,  that  the  American 
Oovemment  interposed. '  It  Was  impossible  for  the 
United  States  to  behokl,  with  indiMrenoe,  a  nrave- 
Bent  in  w4iidi  they  were  so  deeply  interested.  The 
President  would  have  incurred  the  censure  <^  tb^  na- 
ikMi,  if  he  had  suflfered  that  province  to  b^  wrested 
It&m  the  United  States,  under  a  pretext  of  wresting  it 
ftom  Spain.  In  taking  possession  of  it,  in  their  name, 
and  under  their  authority,  except  in'  the  part  which 
was  occupied  by  the  Spanish  troops,  who  have  not  been 
dtsturbed,  he  defended  the  rights  and  secured  the  peaoe  of 
the  nation,  and  even  cohsulted  the  honor  of  Spain  herself. 
By  Ibis  event  the  United  States  have  acquired  no  new 
title  to  West  Florida.  They  granted  none.  In  ad- 
justing hereafter  all  the  other  pbints  which  remain  to 
be  adjusted  with  Spain,  and  which  it  is  prdpesed  to 
make  the  subject  of  ^micabl^  negbtiation  as  aoon  as 
the  Crovemment  of  Spain  shall  be  settled,  her  claim  to 
this  territory  may  also  be  brought  into  view,  and  receive 
all  the  attention  which  is  due  to  it 

Aware  that  this  transaction  might  be  misconceived 
and  misrepresented,  the  President  deemed  it  a  proper 
subject  of  instruction  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
State*  at  foreign  Courts,  to  place  It  in  a  true  light  be- 
i>re  them.  Sudi  an-  instruction  was  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Ptnkney,  their  late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Lon- 
don, who  would  have  executed  it,  nad  not  the  termi- 
itation  of  his  mission  prevented  it.  The  Preyident 
cannot  doubt  that  the  frauK  and  candid  explana- 
tion which  I  have  now  given,  by  his  order,  of  the  con- 
sideraUona  which  induced  the  United  SUtes  to  take 


j  possession  bf  thjs  country  wiU  be  perfectly  satisfatctoiry 
I  to  His  lloyal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent. 
With  great  respect  and  consideration,  dfcc. 

JA8.  MONROE. 


Augustus  J.  Fostbb,  Esq.,  dtc. 

M',  Potter  to  Jfr.  Monroe* 
.  pHiLAioBiPHiA,  S^tember  6,  1811. 

Sia :  The  Chavalier  Be  Oais,  who  lias  been  ap- 
pointed Minister  from  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  the 
United  States^  has  written  -to  inform  me  that  he  un- 
derstands, by  letters  frpm  the  Governor  ef  E%s^  F4orida, 
under  date-of  the  l^h  ult,  that  Governor  Matthews,  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,*  was  at  that  time  at  Newtown, 
St  Mary's,  oA  the  frontiers  o^  Florida,  for  the  purppse 
of  treating  with  the  inhabitants  of  that' province  for  its 
being  delivered  up  to  the  United  States  Government ; 
thAt  he  was,  with- this  view,  using  ervery  method  of  se- 
duction ^to  efiect  his  mirpose,  offering  to  each  white 
ish^bttant,  who  -would  side  frith  him,  fi(iky<  acres  of 
land,  and  the  guan^ntee  of  his  religion^anil  property^ 
stipulating,  also,  that  the  American  Goverpment  would 
pay  the  debts  of  the  Spanish  Oover^menty  wheUier  dne 
m  pensions  or  otherwise,  and  that  he  would  cause  tba 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  gainrisons  to  be  conveyed  to 
such  place  as  should  be  indicated,  provided  they  did 
not  mher  ^loose  to  enter  iiito  the  service  of  Uie  Uni- 
ted States. 

M.  D^  Onis  has  done  me  iim  honor  to  conrmunicato 
to  me  A  note,  which  he  purposes  transmitting  to  you, 
sir,  in  consequence  of  jthis  detailed  and  most  extraor- 
diiiary  intelligence,, and  oonndering  the  intimate  alii- 
.aiioe  subsisting  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain,  aa 
weQ  as  the  eircumstances  under  which  he  is  placed  in 
tlbis  eountry,  he  haf  urgentl^r  requested  ^lat  I  wouUI 
aoeompany  his  rfpMsentatton  with  a  letter  on  ny  paxt 
in  support  of  it 

After  the  solemn  asseverations,  which  you  gave  me, 
in  the  month  of  J^ly,'that  no  intentions  |iostile  to  tho 
Spanish  interests  in  Floridp.  existed  on  the  part  of  yovtr 
Governmental  am  whoUy  unable  to  suppose  that  Gov- 
ernor Matthews  can  have  had  orders  from  the  President 
for  the  conduct  vvbidb  he  is  stated  to  be  pursuing ;  but 
the  measures  he  is  said  to  be  taking  in  corresponding 
with.traitqrs,  and  in  endeavoring,  by  bribery  and  every 
art  of  seduction,' to  >infu8e  a  spirit  of  rebellion  into  the 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain  in  those  quarters,  are 
such  as  ,to  create  the'  liveliest  ^inquietude,  and  to  call 
for  the  mbat  early  interference  on  the  pilrt  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  are  well  aware 
of  the  deep  interest  which  His  Royal  Highness,  the 
Prince  KiBgent,  takes  in  the  security  of  Florida,  for  any 
attempt  to  occupy  the  easterp  part  of  which  by  the 
United  States,  not  even  the  slightest  pretext  could  bo 
alleged,  such  as  were  brought  forward  in  the  endeavor 
to  justify  the  aggrestdon  on  West  Florida. 

I  conceive  it,  therefore,  to  be  my  duty,  sir,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  alliance  subsisting  between  Spain  and 
Great  Britain,  and  the  interests  of  His  Mi^sty's  sub- 
jects in  the  West  India  islands,  so  deeply^vo4ved  in 
the  security  of  East  Florida,  as  well  as  in  pursuance  of 
the  orders  of  my  Government,  in  case  of  any  attempt 
agaiiist  that  country,  to  lose  no  time  in  calling  upon 
you  for  an  explanation  of  the  alarming  steps  which 
Go^rnor  Matthews  is  stated  to  be  taking  for  subvert* 
ing  the  Spanish  authority  in  that  country,  requesting 
to  be  inforuMd  by  you  upon  what  authority  ho  can  b» 
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•ctiogt  SDd  what  measuret  have  been  taken  to.  pnt  a 
•top  to  his  proceeding*. 

I  have  the  honof  to  be,  te; 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

Hon.  Jamki  Moicbob,  dtc 

ifr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Faster. 

NOTXMBIB  2,  1811. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
September  dth,  and  to  eubmit  it  to  the  view  of  the 
President. 

The  principlea  whieh  have  governed  the  United 
States  in  their  measttres  relative  to  West  Florida,  have 
already  been  explained  to  you.  With  equal  fhinknese, 
I  shall  now  comnMinicate'tiie  part  they  have  acted  i^rith 
respect  to  East  Florida. 

In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
yon  on.  the  8th  of  July,  I  stated  the  injuries  which 
the  United  States  had  received  from  Spain*  since  thehr 
RevplttCionaTy  war,  and  particularly  by  spoliations  on 
l^ir  commerce  in  the  last  war,  to  a  great  amount^  and 
of  the  siippressioB  of  their  right  of  deposits  at  New  Or- 
leans, just  belbre  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war,  for  neither  of  which  had  reparation  been  made. 
A  cl$im  to  indemnity  for  these  injuries  is  altogether 
onconneeted  with  the  question  rejating  to  West  Flori- 
da, which  was  acquired  by  cession  from  Franf^  in  1808. 

The  Govemmeiit  of  Spain  has  never  denied  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  a  just  indemnity  for  spoliations 
on  their  commerce.  In  1802,  it  explicitly  admitted 
this  right  by  entering  into  a  convention,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  adjost  the  amount  of  the  claim,  with  a 
view  to  indemnity.  The.  subsequent  injury,  by  the 
suppression  of  the  deposite  at  New  Orieans,  produced 
an  important  change  in  the  relatione  between  the  par- 
ties, vrhich  has  never  been  accommodated.  The  United 
States  saw  in  that  measure  eminent  cause  of  war,  and 
that  war  did  not  immediately  follow,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered in  any  other  light  than  as  a  proof  of  their  mod- 
eration and  pacific  policy.  The  Executive  could  not 
believe  that  the  €rovemment  of  Spain  would  refuse  to 
the  United  States  the  justice  due  to  these«accumulated 
injuries,  when  the  subject  should  be  brought  solemnly 
before  it,  by  a  special  mission.  It  is  known  that  an 
Envoy  Extraordinary  was  sent  to  Madrid,  in  1805,  on 
this  subject,  and  that  the  mission  did,  not  accomplish 
the  object  intended  by  it. 

It  is  proper  to  obierve  that,  in  the  negotiation  with 
Spain,  in  1805,  the  injuries  complained  of  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  &e  ^t  class,  were  again  substantially 
admitted  to  a  certain  extent,  as  was  that  also  occa- 
sioned by  the  suppression  of  the  d^|>osit^  at  New  Or- 
leans, aldioogh  the  Spanish  Government,  by  disclaim- 
ing the  act,  and  imputing  it  to  the  Intendant,  sought 
to  avoid  the  responsibility  due  fh>m  it ;  that,  to  make 
indemnity  to  the  United  States  for  injuries  of  every 
kind  a  cession  of  the  whole  territory  claimed  by  Spain 
eastward  of  the  Mississippi  was  made  the  subject  of 
negotiation,  and  that  the  amount  of  the  sum  demanded 
fbr  it  was  the  sole  cause  that  a  treaty  was  not  then 
formed,  and  the  territory  ceded. 

The  Unitad  States  have  considered  ^e  Government 
•ef  Spain  indebted  to  them  a  greater  sum  for  the  inju- 
ries above  sUted,  than  the  province  of  East  Fkmda 
«an,  by  any  fair  standard  between  the  parties,  be  esti- 
mated at.  They  have  looked  to  this  province  for  their 
^demnity,  and,  with  the  greater  reason,  because  the 
<3lovemment  oi  Spain  itself  has  countenanced  it.  That 
tiiey  have  suffered  their  just  daims  to  remain  so  long 


utt^tisfied,  is  a  new  and  strong  proof  of  Um  modera- 
tion, as  it  is  of  their  respect  fbr  tha  disordered  condi- 
tion of  that  Power.  There  is,  however,  a  period  be- 
yond which  those  claims  on^t  not  to  be  neglected.  It 
would  be  highly  improper  for  the  United  States,  in 
thab  respect  for  Spain,  to  forgot  what  they  owe  to 
their  own  character,  and  to  the  riglrts  of  their  iigared 
citiaens. 

Under  these  ciicumstanoes,  it  would  be  equally  on- 
just  and  dishonorable  in  the  United  Qtatee  to  suffer 
East  Florida  to  pass  into  the  pooMesioh  of  any  other 
Power.  Unjust,  tecause  they  would  thereby  lose  the 
only  indemnity  within  their  reach,  for  injuries  which 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  redreesed.  Qishonor- 
ab&,  because,  in  permitting  another  Power  to  wmt 
fk>m  them  that  indemnity,  their  inaetivtty  and  aoqui- 
eecence  could  ooly  be  imputed  to  unworthy  motives. 
Situated  as  East  Florida  is^  cut  off  from  the  other  pos- 
sessions of  Spain,  and  sorrounded  in  a  great  measiie 
by  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales,  and  having  also 
an  important  bearing  on  their  commeiee,  no  other 
J>ower  could  think  of  taking  possession  of  it.  With  other 
than  hostile  views  to  them.  Norxxmld  any  other 
Pow^r  take  possession  of  it  without  endangering  ihair 
prosperity  and  best  intoreete. 

The  United  States  liav^  not  been  jgnonmt  6r  inat- 
tentive to  what  has  been  agitated  in  Europe,  at  diftr^ 
ent  periods,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war,  in  regkrd  to  the  Spanish  provinces  in  this  iieiBis- 
phere ;  nor  have  they  been  nnmindfol  of  the  conser 
quences  into  which  the  disoideri  of  Spain  might  lead, 
in  regard  to  the  provinoes  in.  ^UMtion,  without  due 
care  to  pMVent  it.  They  have  been  persuaded  that 
remissness,  on  their  part,  might  invito  the  danger,  if 
it  had  not  already  done  it,  which  it  is  so  much  their 
intorost  and  desire  to  prevenU  Deeply  impressed  with 
these  consideratioiia,  and  anxious,  while  they  acquitted 
themselves  to  the  jUst  <;laims  of  their  constituento,  to 
preserve  friendship  with  other  PoWeva,  the  enfaieet  was 
brought  before  the  Congress  at  its  last  session,  when 
an  act  was  passed  authorising  the  Executive  to  accept 
possession  of  ^East  Florida  from  the  local  anthoritias, 
or  to  take  it  against  th^  attempt  of  a  foreign  Power  to 
occupy  ity- holding  it  in  either  case  subject  to  futun 
and  friendly  negptiation.  This  acV  therefore,  evinces 
the  just  tod  amicable  views  by  which  the  United  States 
have  been'  governed  towards  Spain,  in  the  measure  au- 
thorixed  by.it.  Our  Ministers  at  London  and  Paris 
were  immediately  apprised  of  the  act,  and  instructed 
to  communicate  the  purport  of  it  to  both  Governments, 
and  to  explain,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  the  motive^  which  led  to  it.  The  President 
could  not  doubt  that  such  an  explanation  would  give 
all  the  satisfoction  that. was  intended  by  it.  By  a  late 
letter  frtnn  the  American  Charg^  d'Afiaires  at  Lon- 
don, I  observe  that  this  eiplanation  was  made  to  your 

Government  in  the  month  of last.    That  it  was 

not  sooner  made  was  owing  to  the  departure  of  the 
Minister  Plenipot^tiary  of  the  United  States  before 
the  instruction  was  received. 

I  am  persuaded,  sir,  that  you  will  see,  in  this  view 
of  the  subject,  very  strong  proof  of  the  just  and  arnica^ 
ble  disposition  of-  the  United  States  towards  Spain,  <d 
which  I  treated  in  the  cortfocence  to  which  you  have 
alluded.  The  same  dispoeition  still  exists,  butit  must 
be  understood  that  it  cannot  be  indulged  longer  than 
may  comport  with  the  safety  as  well  as  with  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  nation.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc 

JfAS.  MONROE. 
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The  order'  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the 
Speaker  observed,  that  the  gentleman  fVom 
Vir^nia  Oir  the  right  of  the  Chair  was  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr,  Randolph  said  that  if  any  other  gentleman 
had  aoy  observations  to  make  on  the  question,  he 
woiiki.feel  oblige,d  to  him  i^he  would  offer  them 
then ;  as  he  was  much  exhausted  by  the  fatigues 
of  the  morning,  aqd  would  be  glad  of  a  little  time 
to  recruit  bta  wasted-strength  aod  spirits. 

After  a  considerably  pause— *iio  geDtlemaa  hav- 
iftff  manifested  a  dis|KMtioQ  to  speak, 

Mr.  Randolph-  rose.  He  expressed  his  setise 
of  the  mofire  which  Md  induced  the  gentleman 
from  TeiHieBsee  (Mr.  Grdndt)  tq  move  the  ad- 
TOurdmeDt,  yesterday,  and  of  the  politeness  of4he 
House  in  graotiug  it;. at  the  same  time  declaring 
that  in  point  of  fact  he  had  little  cause  to  be  thank- 
ful for  the  favor^  well  intended  as  he  kn^w  it  to 
have  been— since  he  felt  himself  even  less  capa- 
ble of  proceeding  with  his  argument,  than  he  had 
been  on  the  preceding  day. 

It  was  a  question,  as  it  had,  been  presented  to 
the  House,  of  peace  or  war.  In  that  light  it  had 
beeu  ai^ed;  in  no  other  light  could  he  consider 
it,  after  the  declarations  made  by  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.'  Without  in- 
tending any  disrespect  to  the  Chain  Jie  must-be 
permitted  to  say,  that  if  the  decision  yesterday 
was  correct,  ^^  That  it  wa»  not  in  order  to  a<H 
vance  anyargumenu  against  the  resolution,  drawn 
from  t(^ics  before  other  eommittees  of  the  House/' 
the  whole  debate,  nay,  the  report  itself  on  which 
tley  were  acting,  was  disorderly ;  since  the  in- 
crease of  the  military  force  was  a  subject  at  that 
time  in  agitation  by  the  select  committee  raised 
on  .that  branch  of  the  ^resident';^  Message.  But 
it  was  impossible  that  the  discussion  of  a  question 
broad  as  the  wide  ocean  of  our  foreign  concerns — 
invoWibg  every  consideration  of  interest,  of  right, 
of  happiness^and  of  safety  at  home — touchinff,  in 
every  point,  all  that  was  dear  to  freemen^'  ^'  their 
lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor  !"— 
could  be  tied  down  by  the  nanrrow  ruleaof  tech- 
nical roufine.  The  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions had  indeed  decided  that  theaubject  of  arm- 
ing the  militia  (which  he  had  pressed  upon  them 
as  indispensable  to  the  public  security)  did  not 
come  within  the  scop^  of  their  authority.  On 
what  ffround.  he  bad  been  and  still  was  unable  to 
see,  they  had  felt  themselves  authorized  (when 
that  subject  was  before  another  committee)  to 
recommend  the  raising  of  standing  armies,  witik 
a  view  (as  had,  been  declared)  of  immediate 
war — a  war  not  of  defence,  but  of  conquest,  of 
aggrandizement,  of  ambition;  a  war  foreign  to  the 
interest  of  this  country,  to  the  interests  of  hu- 
manity itself. 

He  knew  not  how  gentlemen,  calling  them- 
selves Republicans,  tonld  advocate  such  a  war. 
What  was  their  doctrine  in  1798-9,  when  the 
command  of  the  army — that  highest  of  all  pos- 
sible trusts  in  any  Government,  l^  the  form  what 
it  may — was  reposed  in  the  b(»om  of  the  Father 
of  his  Country,  the  sanctuary  of  a  nation's  love,. 


the  only  hope  that  never  came  in  vain  1  When 
other  worthies  of  the  Revolution— Hamilton. 
Pinckney,  and  the  younger  Washington — men  or 
tried  patriotism,  of  approved  conduct  and  valor, 
of  untarnished  honor,  held  subordinate  comniana 
under  him  !  Republicans  were  then  unwilling 
to  trust  a  standing  army,  even  to  iiis  hands  who 
had  giveji  proof  that  he  was  above  all  human 
temptation.  Where  now  is  the  ReyolutioiMtry 
hero  to  whom  you  are  ^ut  to  confide  this  sa- 
cred trust  ?  f  o  whom  will  youconfide  the  charge 
of  leading  the  flower  of  our  youth  to  the  Heights 
of  Abraham  ?  Will  you  find  him  ih  the  person  of 
an  acquitted  felon?  What!  then  you  were  un- 
willing to  vote  an  army  where  such  men  as. had 
been  named  held  iiigh  command !  when  Wa0H* 
iNOTON  himself  was  at  the  head— did  you  then 
show  such  reluctance,  feel  such  scruples;  and  axe 
you  now  nothing  loth,  fearless- of  every  oooae- 
quence?  .Will  you  say  that  your  prorocations 
Were  less  then  than  now?  When  your  direct 
commerce  was  interdicted — yonr  Ambassadors 
hooted  with  derision  from  the  French  Court- 
tribute  demanded — actual  war  waged  upon  you! 

Those  Who  opposed  the  "army  then,  were  in- 
deed denounced  as  the  partisans  of  France;  as 
the  same  men — some  of  them  at  least — are  now 
held  up  as  the  advocates  of  England ;  those  firm 
and  uudeviaiing  Republicans,  who  then  dared, 
and  now  dare,  to  cling  to  the  ark  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  defend  it  even  at  the  expense  of  their 
fame,  rather  than  surrender  themselves  to  the 
wild  projects  of  mad  ambition  1  There  was  a  fa- 
tality attending  pltohodeof  power.  Soon  or  latei 
some  mania  seizes  upon  iu  posaewlors— they  fall 
from  the  dizzy  height  through  the  giddiness  of 
their  own  heads.  Like  a  vast  estate,  heaped  up 
by  the  labor  and  industry  of  one  man,  which  sel- 
dom survives  the  third  generation^power,  gained 
by  patient  assiduity,  by  a  faithful  and  regular  dis- 
charge of  itt:  attendant  duties,  soon  gets  above  its 
own  origin.  Intoxicated  with  their  own  great- 
ness theFederai  party  fell.  Will  not  the  same 
causes  produce,  the  same  effects  now,  as  then  1 
Sir,  you  may  raise  this  army,  you  aiay  build  up 
this  vast  structure  of  patronage,  this  mighty  ap- 
paratus of  favoritism ;  but«-^'  lay  not  the  flatter- 
ing uaetioii  \o  your  souls"-^ou  will  never  live 
to  e^joy  the  succession.  •  You  sign  your  political 
dfath  warxaat. 

Mr.  R.^here  advjerted  to  the  prorooation  to 
hostilities,  from  shotting  op  the  Mississippi  by 
Spain  in  1803— but  inore  fully  to  the  conduct 
of  the  House  in  1805-6,  under  the  strongest  of 
all  imaginable  provocatives  to  war ;  the  actual  in- 
vasion of  otf r  country.  He  read  various  passages 
from  the  President's  public  Message  of  December 
3,  1806. 

««Oar  coasts  have  been  infested  and  our  harboia 
watched  by  private  armed  vessels ;  some  of  them  with- 
out comiaissionB,  some  with  iUegal  commissions,  othem 
with  those  of  legal  form,  but  commiuing  acto  beyond 
the  authority  of  their  commissions."  ffhess  Mr  R. 
stated  to  have  been  Spanish  and  French  corsairs,  fitted 
out  qhiefly  in  the  western  ports  of  Cuba—the  English 
cruisera  complained  of  in  the  same  MessagOi  having 
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regular  commiMions  and  carrying  their  prizes  into  port 
for  adjudication.]  **  They  havis  captured  in  the  very 
entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  well  as  on  the  high  seas, 
not  only  the  yessels  of  our  fHends  coming  to  trade  with 
us,  but  our  own  also. ,  They  have  carried  them  off 
under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication,  but  not  daring 
to  approach  a  con  rt  of  Justice,  they  hare  plundered  and 
^nk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  obscure  places,  where 
no  evidence  could  arise  against  them ;  maltreated  the 
orews,  and  abandoned  them  in.  ^e  open  sea,  or  on  de- 
sert dhores,  withoikt  food  or  coveritig.''. 

*'With  Spain  our  negotiations  for  a  settlement  of 
differences  nave  not  had  a  satisfactory  isspe.  Spolia- 
tions during  the  former  war,  for  which  she  had  form- 
ally a<^nowledged  herself  responsible,  have  been  re- 
fused to  be  compensated  blit  on.  conditions  affecting 
other  clatras,"  [those  for  French  spoKationi  carried 
into  Spanish  ports,]  **iii  no  wise  connected  with 
them.  Yet  the  same  phu:ticee  sets  renewed  io  the 
pMsent  war,  and  are  already  of  great  amonnt.  On 
the  Mobile*  our  ooomerce  passing  through  that  river, 
eontiooes  to  be  obstructed  by  arbitrary  duties^  aiid 
▼exaiious  searches.  Propositions  for  ailjusting  ami- 
cably the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  have  not  been  a<y 
ceded  to..  While,  however,  the  right  is  unsett,led,  wi^ 
have  avoided  changing  the  stato  of  things^  by  taking 
new  posts  or  strengthening  ourselves  in  the  disputed 
territories,  in  the  hope  that  the  other  Power  would 
not,  by  a  contrary  conduct,  oblige  us  to  meet  their  ex- 
ample, and  endanger  conflicts  of  authority,  the  issue 
of  which  may  not  be  easily  controlled.  But  in  this 
hope  we'  have  now  reason  to  lessen  our  confidence. 
Inroads  have  been  recently  made  into  the  Territories 
of  Orieans  and  the  Mississippi."  [Bourbon  county, 
part  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia,'of  the  good  old  thirteen 
States!]  <•  Our- citixens  have  been  seised, .and  fheir 
property  plundered,  in  the'  very  ports  of  the  former 
which  had  heen  actuaUy  delivered  up  by  Spain,'and 
this  by  the  regniar  oflkers  and  soldiera  of  that  Gov- 
ernment. I  have, '  therefore,  found  it  necessary  to 
give  «>rders  to  our  troops  on  that,  frontier,  to  be  in 
readiness  to  protect  our  citizens,  and  repel  by  armi 
any  similar  aggressions  in  future." 

Mn  R.  said,  that,  on  the  6ih  of  December, 
(tbnre  days  afterwards)  d  seeret  Messfige  was 
Yeeeived  from  the  President,  which  wm  referlred 
to  a  committee  of  which  it.wae  his  fate  to  be 
Ciiairman.  lu  compiesion  o^iffbt  be  gathered 
from  the  report  upon  it,  for  the  Mestage  itself  is. 
nat  iDsef  ted  Id  the  secret  Joitraal.  aioCe  ordered 
to  be  printed.   Be  read  the  report:. 

«The  committee  have  beheld,  with  uist  indignation, 
the  bostae  npirit  maniiiBeted  by  the  Cobrtror  Madrid 
•  tawards  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  with- 
holding the  ratification  of  its  convention  with  us,  al- 
though signed  by  its  own  Minister,  under  the  eye  of 
bis  Sovereign,  unless  with^terationsof  its  terms,  af- 
fecting claims  of  the  United  States,  which,  by  the  ex- 
press conditions  of  the  instrument  itself,  were  reserved 
tor  future  discussion ;  in  piratical  depredations  upon 
our  fair  commerce;  in  obstructing  the  navigation  of 
the  Mobile ;  in  refiising  to  come  to  any  ihir  and  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana ;  and 
in  a  daring  violation,  by  persons  -  acting  under  the  au- 
thority of  Spain,  and,  no  doubt,  apprised  of  her  senti- 
ments and  views  of  our  undiluted  limits,  which  she 
had  solemnly  recognised  by  her  treaty. 

'^  To  a  Government  having  interests  distinct  from 


those  of  its  peof|le,  and  disregiQrding  their  welfiire, 
here  is  ample  cause  for  a  formal  declaration  of  war,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  such,  did  they  obev 
the  impulse  of  their  feeling  alone,  is  the  course  which 
the  committee  would  not  hesitate  to  recommend  :  but 
to  a  Government  identified  with  the  citizens,  too  far 
removed  firom  the  powerful  nations  of  the  earth  for  iU 
safety  to  be  endangered  by  their  hostility,  peace  must 
'always  be  desirable,  so  long  as  it  4s  com^tible  witil 
the  honor  fnd  interest  of  the  community. 

<«  Whilst  the  United  States  continue  burdened  with 
a  debt  which  annually  absorbs  two-thirds  of  their  rev- 
enue, and  duties  ujkm  imports  constitute  the  t>nJy  re- 
source firom  whkh  that  revenue.can  be  raised,  without 
resorting  to  systems  of  taxation  not  mose  ruinous  and 
oppressive  than  they  are  uncertain  and  pree^us,  the 
best  intereste  of  the  Unmn  cry  aloud  for  peace.  When 
that  debt  shall  have  been  discharged,  and  the  resoitrees 
of  the  nation  thereby  liberated,  then  may  we  rationallj 
expect  to  raise,  even  in  time  of  war,  the  supplies  which 
our  frugal  institutions  require,  without  recurring  to 
the  hateful,  destruictive  expedient  of  loai^s  ^  then,  and 
not  lill  then,  ma^  we  bid  deBance  to  the  worM.  The 
present  moment  is  peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  great 
and  desirable  work.  Npw,  if  ever,  the  national  debt 
is  to  be  paid  by  such  financial  arrangemente  as  will 
accelerate  ite  extinc^n,  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  of 
neutrality,  and  thus  providing  for  that  diminution  of 
revenue  which  experience  teaches  us  to  expect  on  the 
general  pacification  of  Burope.  And  the  committee 
indulge  a  lio^,  that,  in  the  changed  aspect  of  affaire 
in  that  quarter,  Spain  will  find  motives  for  a  just  fulfil- 
ment of  her  stipulations  witti  us,  and  an  amicable  eet* 
tlen^ent  of  limite,  upon  terms  not  more  beneficial  to  the 
United  States  than  advantageous  to  herself,  |bcurin|^ 
to  her  an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  to 
ua  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi,  and  4o 
the  eastward  of  it.  But,  whilst  the  committee  perceive, 
in  the  general  uproar  of  Europe,  a  sUte  of  tlungs  pe- 
culiarly favorable  to  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  our  best 
.interests,  they  are  neither  insensible  to  the  indignity 
which  has  been  offered  on  the  part  of  Spain,  nor  un* 
willing  to  repel  similar  outrage.  On  the  subject  of 
self  defence,  when  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
is  insulted,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion,  whatever 
differences  may  exist  on  the  question,  whether  that 
protection  which  a  vessel  finds  in  our  harbors,  shalf 
be  extended  to  her,  by  the  nation,  in  the.  Indian  or 
Chinese  seas.  Under  this  impression  the  committee 
submit  the  following  resolution ;  the  annexed  letter 
ffcom  the  Secretary  of  War  will  explain  why  it  is  set 
more  explicit 

**  He$olvedt  That  such  number  of  troopi  rnot  exceed- 
ing -— )  es  tiie  President  of  the  United  States  shalt 
deem  sufficient  to  protect  the  Southern  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  firom  Spanidi  inroads  and  insult,  and 
to  chastise  the  same,  be  immediately  raised." 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
frontier,  at  that  time  insulted,  had  alone  induced 
the  committee  to  recommend  the  raising  of  reg* 
ular  troops.  It  was  too  remote  from  the  pop- 
ulation or  .the  country  for  the  militia  to  act,  m 
repelling  and  chastising  Spanish  iocursi'on.  I\ew 
Orleans  and  its  dependencies  were  separated  by^ 
a  vast  extent  of  wilderness  from  the  settlements 
of  the  old  United  States;  filled  with  a  disloyal 
and  turbulent  people,  alien  to  our  institutions, 
language,  and  manners,  aiid  disaffected  towards 
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onr  Gtoremmeot.  Little  reliance  could  i>e  placed 
epoo  them,  and  it  was  plain,  that  if  *'  it  was  the 
inteBtioa  of  Spain  to  ad  ranee  oo^our  posseksioos 
qftlil  she  should  be  repulsed  by  an  opposing  force," 
that  force  most  be  a  regular  army,  uaTess  we 
were  disposed  to  abandon  all  the  cocmtry  soutb 
of  Tennessee.^  That  if  '^  the  protection  of  our 
citizen^  and  the  spirit  antl  the  nonorof  our  coun- 
try .  required  that  force  should  be  interposed^" 
nothing  remained  but  forthe. Legislature  to  grant 
the  only  piactieable  means^or  to^rink  from  the 
BiMt  sacred  of  all  its  duties — to  abandon  the  soil 
and  its  inhabitants  to  the  tender  .m^rcy  of  hostile 
iBfaders. 

Yet  this  report,  moiderate  as.  it  wfts^  had  heea 
deemed  of  toe  strong  a  character  by  the  House. 
It  was  rejected :  and}  at  the  motion  of  a  gentleman 
from  Massachnsetie,  (M^«  .BiDW£i>L,)^who  had 
aince  taken  a  great  fancy  also  to  Canada,  and 
marchM  off  thither,  in^ advance  of  the  Commiir 
tee  of  Foceiga  Relations^^'  $2,000,000  were^  ap- 
propriated^ toward,"  fnot  in  full  6t)  ''any  exira- 
'ordinary  expense  wnlch  might  be  incurred  i or 
'  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  ^nd 
*  foreign  nations:"  in  other  words,  to  buy  ofiT^  a( 
Paris,  Spanish  aggressions  at  home. 

Was  this  fact  giren  in  evidence  of  our  impar* 
tiality  towards  the  belligerents  t— that*  to  the  la- 
aulis  and  injuries  and  actual  inyasion  of  one  of 
them  we  of^posed  not  bullets,  ^ut  dollars;  that  to 
Spanish  invasion  we  opposed  money,  whilst  for 
British  aggression  on  the  high  seas  we  had  arms ; 
ofiensive  war?  But  Spain  was  then  shieldedtas 
well  as, instigated,. by  a  greater  Power.  Hence 
our  respect  for  her.  Had  we  at  that  time  acted 
as  we  oushi  to  have  done  in  defence  of  rights,  of 
the  ncLtw  solum  itself,  we  should  (he  felt  confi- 
dent) have  avoided  that  series  of  insult^  disgrace, 
and  injury,  which  had  been  poured  out  upon  us 
in  long  unbroken  succession.  We  yrourd  not 
then  raise  a  small  regular  force  for  a.  country 
where  the  militia  could  not  act,  to  defend  our 
own  Territory ;  now,  we  are  willing  to  levy  a 

Seat  army,  for  great  it  must  be,  to  accomplish 
e  proposed  object,  for  a  war  of  conquest  and 
tmbttion — and  this,  top,  at  the  very  entrance  of 
the  *'  Northern  Hive,"  of  the  etrongest  part  of  the 
Union* 

Alt  insinuation  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gbunoy,)  that  the  late 
massacre  of  our  brethren  on  the  Wabash  had  been 
instigated  by  the  British  Government.  Has  the 
president  given  any  such  information  ?  has  the 
ffentieman  received' any  such,  even  informally, 
from  any  officer  of  this  Government  ?  Is  it  so 
believed  D¥  the  AdministratioQ?  He  had  cause 
to  think  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact ;  that  such 
was  not  their  opinion.  This  insinuation  was  of 
the  grossest  kind— a  presumption  the  most  rash. 
the  most  unjustifiable.  Show  &ut  good  grouna 
for  it,  he  would  give  up  the  question  at  the  thres- 
hold— he  was  ready  to  march  to  Canada.  It  was 
indeed  well  calculated  to  excite  the  feelings  of 
the  Western  people  particularly,  who  were  not 
quite  so  tenderlv  attached  to  our  red  brethren  as 
some  modern  pnilosophers ;  but  it  was  destitute 


of  any  foundation,  beyond  mere  swrmise  and  sus- 
picion. What  would  be  thought,  if,  without  any 
proof  whatsoever,  a  member  should  ris^  in  his 
place  and  tell  us,.that  the  massacre  in  Savannah, 
a  massacre  perpetrated  bv  civilized  savages,  with 
French  commissions  in  their  pockets,  was  excited 
by  the  French  Governmem  7  There  was^n  easy 
and  natural  solution  of  the  late  transaction  on  the 
Wabash:  in  the  well  known  character  of  the  ab- 
original savageof  North.  America,  without  resort- 
ing to  any  such  mere  conjectural  estioaate.  He 
was  ^rry  to  say  that  for  this  signal  oalatnity  and 
disgrai^  the  House  was,  in  part,  at  least,  answer- 
able. Sessiop  aftet  session,  their  table  had  been 
piled  up  with  Indian  treaties,  for  which  the  ap« 
prooriations  bad  been  voted  as  a  matter  of  course, 
without  examination.  Advantage  bad  been  taken 
of  .the  spirit  pf  the  ladians^  broken  by  the  war 
whichgended  in  the  Treaty  of  Greenville.  Under 
the  ascendency  then  aoquited  over  them,  they 
hud  .been  pent,  up  by  subsequent  treaties  into 
nooks^  straightened  in  their  quarters  bv  a  bKnd 
cupidity,  seeking  to  extinguish  their  title  to  im- 
mense wildernesses,  for  which,  (possessing,  as  we 
do  already,  more  land  than  we  can  sell  or  use) 
we  shall  not  have  occasion,  for  half  a  century  to 
come.  It  was  our  own  thirst  for  territory,  our 
own  want  of  mod^ratiqn,  that  had  driven  these 
sons  df  nature,  to  desperation,  of  which  we  felt  the 
efibcts. 

Mr.  B..  although  not  personally  acquainted 
with  the  late  Colonel  Daviess,  felt,  he  was  per- 
suaded, as  deep  aod  se.rii^us  regret  for  bis  loss 
as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself.  He 
knew,  him  only  through*  the  representation  of 
a  friend  of  the  deceased  (Mr.  RoWAii)  sometime 
a  member  of  that  House ;  ^  man,  who,  for  native 
force  of  intellect  nwniiness  Qfcharacter,^nd  high 
sense  of  honqr,  was  not  inferior  to  any  that  had 
ever  sat  there.  With  him  he  sympathized  in  the 
severest  calamity  that  could,  befall  a  man  of  his 
cast  of  character.  Would  to  God  they  were 
both  then  on  the  floor  1  From  his  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  one,  he  lelt  conAdent  that  he  would 
have  his  support — and  he  believed  (judging  of 
-him  from  the  representation  of  their  common 
f£ien4)  of  the  other  aiso.  ' 

He  could  bat  smile  at  the  liberality  of  the  gen- 
tleman^in  giving  Canada  to  New  York,  in^rder  lo 
strengthen  the  Northern  balance  of  power,  while 
at  the  sajme  time  he  for  warned  her  that  the  West- 
ern scale  most  preponderate.  Mr.  R.  said  hk 
could  aloQOst  laoey  that  he  saw  the  Capitol  in 
motion  towards  the  falls  of  Ohio— after  a  short 
sojourn  taking  its  flight  to  the  Mississippi,  and 
finally^  alighting  on  Darien;  which,  when  the 
gentlemanTi  dreams  are  realized,  will  be  a  most 
eligible  seat  of  Government  for  the  new  Republic 
(oi-  £mpire)  of  the  two  Americas !  But  it  seemed 
that  '^  in  1808  we  talked  and  acted  foolishly,"  and 
to  give  some  #olor  of  consistency  to  that  folly, 
we  must  now  commit  a  greater.  Really  he  could 
not  conceive  of  a  weaker  reason  offered  in  sup- 
port of  a  present  odeasure,  than  the  justification 
of  a  former  folly.  He  hoped  we  should  act  a 
wiser  part-*take  warning  by  our  follies,  since  we 
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had  become  sensible  of  them,  and  resoWe^tatalk 
and  act  foolishly  no  more.  It  was  indeed  hi^b 
time  to  g\Ye  o?er  suc|i  preposterous  language  and 
proceedings. 

This  war  of  conquest,  a  war  for  the  acquisition 
of  territory  and  subjects,  is  to  be  a  new  comme^i- 
tary  onthe  doctrine  that  Republics  are  destitute 
of  ambition — that  they  are  addicted  to  peace, 
wedded  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  the  great 
body  of  their  people;  But  it  seem^i  this  is  to  be  a 
holiday  campaiga-*-there  is  to  be  no  expense  of. 
blood,  or  treasure, 'on  our  part — Canada  is  ta  con- 
quer herself— she  is  to  be  subdued  by  tbe^rtnci- 
pies  of  fraternity.  The  people  of  that  country 
are  first  to  be  seduced  from  their  allfgiance,  and 
converted  into  traitors,  as  preparatory  to  the  mak- 
ing them  good  citizens.  Although  he  must  ac- 
knowledge that  some  of  our  flamin^atriois  were 
thus  manufactured,  he  did  not  thjnk  the  ^ocess 
would  hold  good  with  a  whole  community.  It 
was  a  dangerous  experiment.  We  wefe  to.sue- 
ceed  in  the  French  mode  by  4he  systeoa  of  frater- 
nization—all is  French!  but  how  dreadfully  it 
might  be  retorted  on  the  Southern  and  Western 
slaveholding  States.  He  detested  this  suborna- 
tion of  treason.  No — if  he  must  hare  rhem;  let 
them  fall  by  the  valor  of  our  arms,  by  fair,  legiti- 
mate conquest  ^  not  become  the  victims  of  treach* 
erous  seduction.  ^ 

He  was  not  surprised  at  the  war  spirit  which 
was  manifesting  itself  in  gentlemen  from  the 
South.  In  the  year  1805-6,  in  a  struggle  for  the 
carrying  trade  of  belligerent  colonial  produce,  this 
country  had  been  most-unwisely  brought  into  col- 
lision with  the  great  Powers  of  Europe.  By  a 
series  of  most  impolitic  and  ruinous  measures,  ut- 
terly incomprehensible  to  every  rational^  sober- 
minded  man,  the  Southern  planters,  by  their  own 
votes,  had  succeeded  in  knocking  down  the  price 
of  cotton  to  seven  cents,  and  of  tobacco  (a  few 
choice  crops  excepted)  to  nothing — and  in  raising 
the  price  of  blankets^  (of  which  a  few  would  not 
be  amiss  in  a  Canadian  campaign,)  coarse  wool- 
lens, and  every  article  of  first  necessity,  three  or 
four  hundred  per  cent.  Aad  now  that,  by  our  own 
acts,  we  have  brought  ourselves  into  this  unpre- 
cedented condition,  we  must  g6t  out  of  it  in  any 
way,  but  by  an  acknowledgement  of  our  own 
want  of  wisdom  and  forecast.  But  it  war  the 
true  remedy  ?  Who  will  profit  bv  it  1  Specula* 
tors— a  few  lucky  merchants,' wno  draw  prizes 
in  the  lottery-^commissaries  and  Contractors. 
Who  must  suffer  by  it  ?  The  people.  It  is  their 
blood,  their  taxes,  that  miwt  flow  to  support  it. 

But  gentlemen  avowed  that  they  would  not  go 
to  war  for  the  carrying  trade — ^hat  is,  for  any 
other  but  the  direct  export  and  import  trade — that 
Which  carries  our  native  products  abroad,  and 
brings  back  the  return  cargo ;  and  yet  they  stickle 
for  our  commercial  rights,  and  will  go  to  war  for 
them !  He  wished  to  know,  in  paint  of  principle, 
what  difference  gentlemen  could  point  out  be- 
tween the  abandonment  of  this  or  of  that  mari- 
time right  ?  Do  gentlemen  assume  the  loftyr  port 
and  tone  of  chivalrous  redressors  of  maritime 
wrongs,  and  declare  their  readiness  to  sarrender 


every  other  maritime  right,  provided  they  may 
remain,  unmolested  in  the  exercise  of  the  humble 
privilege  of  carrying  their  own  produce  abroad, 
and  bringing  back  a  return  cargo  1  Do  you  matCe 
this  declaration  to  the  enemy  at  the  outset  1  Do 
you  state  the  minimum  with  which  you  will  be 
contended,  and  put  it  in  her  power  to  close  with 
your  proposals  at  her  optica ;  give  her-  the  basis 
of  a  treaty  ruinous  and  disgraceful  beyond  exam- 
ple aod  expression?  aod  this  too  after  haviB|^ 
turned  up  your  aotes  in  disdain  at  the  treaties  of 
Mr.  Jay  anfd  Mr.  Moi;iroe !  Will  you  say  to  Eing>> 
liihd,  ^  end  the  war  Whea  you  please,  give  us  the 
direct  trade  in  our  own  produce^  we  are  content  V* 
But  what  will  the  merehauis  of  Saiem,  and  Bos- 
ton, and  New  York,  and  Pbiiadel|t^ia,  and  Balti* 
more,  the  men  of  Marblehead  and  .Ca|>e  Cod,  say 
to  this  ?  Will  they  join  id  a  war  professing^to  hav^ 
for  ittf  object  what  xh^j  would  consider  (and  justly 
too)  as  the  sacrifice  of  their  maritime  rights,  yet 
affecting' to  be  a  war  fQr  the  protection- of  .com- 
merce? ^ 

He  was  gratified  to  find  gentlemen  acknowledg- 
ing the  demoralizing  and  destructive  consequen- 
ces of  the  bon-importation  law — confessing  the 
truth  of  all  that  its  opponents  foretold  when  it  was 
enacted.  And  will  you  pluoge'yoursetves  in  war, 
because  you  have  pass»l  a  foolish  and  ruinous 
law,  and  are  ashamed  to  repeal  it?  ^But  our 
gQO(\  friend  the  French  Emperor  stands  in  the 
way  of  its  repeal,"  and  as  we  cannot  go  too  far 
if^  making  sacrifices  to  him,  who  has  given  such 
demonstration  of  his  love  for  (he  Americans,  we 
must,  in  point  of  fact,  become  parties  to  his  war. 
**  Who  can  be  so  cruel  as  to  refuse  nim  this  Atvor?" 
His  imagination  shrunk  from  the  miseries  of 
imch  a  connexion.  He  called  upon  the  House  to 
reflect  whether  they  were  not  about  to  abandon 
all  reclamation  for  tbe  unparalleled  outrages,  ^  in- 
sults and  injuries"  of  the  French  Government, 
to  give  up  our  claim  for  plundered  millions;  and 
asked  what  reparation  or  atonement  they  could 
expect  to  obtain  in  hours  of  future  dalliance,  ^ 
ter  they  should  have  made  a  tender  of  their  per- 
son to  this  great  deflowerer  of  the  virginity  of 
republics.  We  had  by  out  own  wise  (N  would 
not  say  %mt-acre)  measures,  so  increased  the 
trade  and  wealth  of  Montreal  and  Cluel^,  that 
at  last  we  began  to  cas^t  a  wistful  eye  at  Canada- 
Having  done  so  much  towards  its  improvement 
by  the  exercise  of  ^"  our  restrictive  energies,"  we 
began  to  think  the  laborer  worthy  of  his  hire,  and 
to  put  in  claim  for  our  portion.  Suppose  it  ours, 
are  we  any  nearer  to  our  point?  As  his  Miots- 
ter  said  to  the  King  of  Epirus,  "  may  vre  not  as 
well  take  our  bottle  of  wine  before  as  after  this 
exploit?"  Qo!  march  to  Canada!  leave  the 
broad  boitom  of  the  Chesapeake  and  her  htfodred  ^ 
tributary  rivers-f-the  whole  line  of  seacoast  from 
Machias  to  St.  Mary's,  unprotected !  You  have 
taken  Cluebec — have  you  conquered  England? 
Will  you  seek  for  the  deep  foundations  of  her 
power  in  the  frozen  deserts  of  Labrador? 

*<  Her  march  is  on  the  mountain  wtve» 
Her  home  is  on  the  deep  V* 
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Will  yoa  call  apoa  her  to  l<*a?e.yoar  ports  and 
barbofs  aotouched,  ooly  just  till  you  can  return 
from  Canada^  to  defend  toem  ?  The  coast  is  to 
be  left  defeocelesSf^wtilst  men  of  the  interior  are 
revelliog  in  conquest  and  spoil.  But  grant  for  a 
moment,  for  mere  argument's  sake,  that  in  Cao- 
ad^a  you  touched  the  smews  of  her  strength,  instead 
of  remo^og  a  clog  upon  her  resources — aa  en- 
cumbrance, but  bae,  which,  fr-om  a. spirit  of  hon-. 
or,  she  will  vigorously  defend.  In  what  situation 
would  you  t^n  plac^  some  of  the  best  men  of  the 
nation  1  As  Chatbam  and  Bnrke,  and  the  whole 
band  of  her  patriots,  prayed  for  her  jdefeat  in  1776, 
so  must  some  of  the  truest  friends  to  their 
countrv  deprecate  the  success  oC  our  arnots. against 
the  only  rower  that  hdkfs  ia  check  the  arch- 
enemy of  mankind.  v       ^ 

Mr.  R.  declared,  ihat  the  committee  had  out- 
strijppedtbe  £Uectttive.  In  designating  the  Powei^ 
against  whom  this  force  was  to  be  empluyed^-as 
had  most  unadvisably  been  ()one  in  the  preamble 
or  oianifesto  with  which  the  resolutioiis  were 
prefaced — th^  had  no^  cons^it6d  the  views  of 
the  Executive ;  that  designation  was  equivalent 
to  an  abandonment  of  all  our  clair^$  on  the  Fr^ncB 
Governmenu  No  sooner  was  the  report  lai4  on 
the  table,  than  the  vultures  were  flocking  round 
their  prey,  the  carcass  of  a  great  Military  £siab« 
lisbment — men  of  trained  reputation,  of  broken 
fortunes  (ii  they  ever  had  any)  and  of  nattered 
constitutions,  '^  choice  spirltS;  tired  of  the  dull  pur- 
suits of  civil  life,''  were  seeking  a(ter  agencies  and 
commissions ;  w'illing  to  doze  in  gross*  stupidity 
over  tUe  public  fire 5  to  light  the  public  candle  at 
hotheads.  Honorable  men,  undoubtedly  there  were 
ready  to  serve  their  country,  but  wh^t  man  o£ 
spirit,  or  of  self-respect,  would  accept  a  oommis-t 
■ion  ia  the  present  Arniy  ?  ,      /  . 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  GbunDV) 
bad  addressed  himself,  yesterday^  exclusively  to 
the  '^  Republicans  of  this  House.''  Mr.  R.koew 
BQt  whether  he  migl^t  consider  himself  as  entitled 
to  any  part  of  the  benefit  of  the  honorable  gentie- 
maa's  discourse.  It  belonged  not,  however,  .10 
that  gentieipan  to  decide.  If  we  must  have  aa 
exposition  of  the  doctrines  of  Republicaaism,  he 
should  receive  it  from  the  fathers  of  the  church, 
and  aot  from  the  junior  apprentices  of  nhe  law. 
He  ahottld  appeal  to  his  worthy  friends  from  Car- 
oliaa,  (Mewrs.  Magoii  and  Stanford,)  ^'  mea 
with  whom  he  had  measured  his  strength,"  by 
whose  side  he  had  fought  during  the  reign  of  ter- 
ror, for  ii  was  indeed  aa  hour  of  eorrupiioa,  of 
oppression,  of  pollution.  It  was  not  at  all  to  his 
ta»te,  that  sort  of  Republicaaism  which  was  uip- 
ported  on  this  side  or  the  Atlantic  by  the  fataer 
of  the  sedition  law,  Joha  Adams,  aad  by  Peter 
Porcupine  on  the  other.  Republicanism  I  of  John 
Adams !  and  William  Cobbett !  Par  ndbUefra- 
trumj  now  united  as  in  1798,  whom  the  cruel  walls 
of  Newgate  alone  keep  from  flying  to  each  other's 
embrace — but  whom,  in  sentiment,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  divide !  Gallant  crusaders  in  the  holy 
eanse  of  Republicanism !  Such  *' Republican  ism 
does  indeed  mean  anything  or  nothing." 

Our  people  will  not  submit  to  be  taxed  for  this 
ISth  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 15 


war  of  conquest  and  dominion.  The  Govern- 
meat  of.the  United. States  was  not  calculated  to 
wage  offensive  foreign  war — it  was  instituted  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare ;  and 
whosoever  should  embark  it  in  a  war  of  offence, 
would  put  it  to  a  test  which  it  was  by  no 
means  calculated  to  endure.  Make  it  out  that 
Gseat  Britain  had  instigated  the  Indians  on  the 
late  occasion,  and  he  was  ready  for  battle ;  but 
not  for  dominion.  He  was  unwilling,  however, 
and^  present  circumstances,  to  take  Canada,  at 
the  risK  of  the  Constitution — to  embark  in  a  com- 
moa  cause  with  Fraace  aad  be  dragged  at  the 
wheels  of  the  car  of  some  Burr  or  Bonaparte. 
For  a  gentleman' from  Tennessee  or  Grennes* 
see,  or  Lake  Champlain,  there  may  be  some 
prospect  of  advantage.  Their  hemp  would  bear 
a  great  price  by  the  exclusion  of  foreign  supply. 
In  that  too  the  great  importers  were  deeply  inter- 
ested. Tbe  upper  country  on  the  Hudson  and 
the  Lakes  would  be  Enriched  by  the  supplies  for 
the  troops,  which  they  alone  could  furnish.  They 
would  have  the  exclusive  market :  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  increased  preponderance  from  the  ac- 
quisition of  Canada  and  that  section  of  the  Union, 
which  the  Southern  and  Western  States  had  al- 
Veady  felt  so  severely  in  the  apportionment  bill. 

Mr.  R.  ad  verted  to  the  defenceless  state  of  our 
seaports,  and  partitularly  of  the  Chesapeake.  A 
single  spot  only,  00  both  shores^  might  be  consid- 
ered in  tolerable  security — from  the  nature  ol  the 
port  and  the  strength  of  the  population— and  that 
spot  unhappily  governed  the  whole  State  of  Mary- 
land. His  friend,  the  late  Governor  of  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Lloyd)  at  the  very  time  he  was  .bringing 
his  wkrlike  resolutions  before  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  was  liable,  on  any  night,  to  be  taken 
out  of  his  bed  |tnd  carried  off  with  his  family,  by 
the  most  contemptible  picaroon.  Such  was  the 
situation  of  many  a  family  in  Maryland  and  lower 
Virginia. 

Mr.  R.  dwelt  on  the  danger  arising  from  the 
black  populatioii.  He  said  be  would  touch ,  this 
subject  as  teiklerly  as  possible — it  was  with  re- 
luctance that  he  touched  it  at  all — but  in  cases  of 
great  emergency,  the  State  physician  must  not 
be  deterred  by  a  sickly,  hysterical  humanity, 
from  probing  the  wound  of  his  patient— he  must 
not  be  withneld  by  a  fastidious  aad  mistakea 
humanity  from  represeotiiig  his  true  situation  to 
his  friends,  or  even, to  the  sick  man  himself,  where 
the  occasion  called  for  it.  What  was  the  situa- 
tion of  the  slaveholding  States?  During  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  so  fixed  were  their  habits 
of  subordination,  that  when  the  whole  Southern 
country  was  overrun  by  the  enemy,  who  invited 
them  to  desert,  no  fear  was  ever  entertained  of 
an  insurrection  of  the  slaves.  During  the  war  of 
seven  years,  with  our  country  in  possession  of  the 
enemy,  no  such  danger  was  ever  apprehended. 
But  should  we  therefore  be  unobservant  specta- 
tors of  the  progress  of  society  within  the  last 
twenty  years— of  the  silent  but  powerful  chang;e 
wrought  by  time  and  chance,  upon  its  coniposi- 
tion  and  temper?  When  the  founuins  of  the 
great  deep  of  abomination  were  broken  up,  even 
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the  poor  slaves  had  not  escaped  the  general  del- 
uge. The  French  Revolution  had  poUnted  ev'en 
them.  Nay,  there  had  not  keen  wanting  men  in 
that  House,  witness  their  Legislative  Legendre, 
the  butcher  who  once  held  a  seat  there,  to  preach 
i/pon  that  floor  tjiese  imprescriptible  rights  to  a 
crowded  audience  of  blacks  in  the  galleries — 
teaching  them  that  they  are  equal  to  their  mas- 
ters; in  other  words,  advising  them  to  QUt  their 
throats.  Similar  doctrines  were  disseminated 
by  pedlers  from  New  England  and  elsewhere, 
tnroughout  thelSouthern  country — and  masters 
had  been  found  so  infatuated,  as  by  their  lives 
and  conversation,  by  a  general  contempt  of  order, 
morality,  and  religion,  unthinlcingly  to  cherish 
these  seeds  of  self-destruction  to  them  and  thehr 
families  What  was  the  consequence?  Within 
the  last  ten  years,  repeated  alarms  of  insurrection 
among^the  slaves— some  of  them  awful  indeed. 
From  the  spreading  of  this  infernal  doctrine,  the 
whole  Bouthern  country  had  been  thrown  into  a 
state  of  insecurity.  Men  dead  1o  the  operation 
of  moral  causes,  had  taken  away  from  the  poor 
slave  his  habits  of  loyalty  and  obedience  to  his 
master,  which  li|[htened  his  servitude  by  a  double 
operation ;  beguiling  his  own  cares  and  disarm- 
ing his  master's  suspicions  and  severity ;  and  now, 
like  true  empirics  in  politics,  you  ai:e  called  upon 
to  trust  to  the  mere  physical  strength  of  the  fetter 
which  holds  him  rn  bondage.  Yod  have  deprived 
him  of  all  moral  restraint,  you  liave  tempted 
him  to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge, 

i'ust  enough  to  perfect  him  in  wickedness;  you 
ave  opened  his  eyes  to  his  nakedness ;  you  have 
armed  his  nature  against  the  hand  that  has  (ed, 
that  has  clothed  him,  that  has  cherished  htm  in 
sickness;  that  hand,  which  before  he  bedame  a 
pupil  of  your  school,  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
press  with  respectful  aflection.  You  have  done 
all  this — and  then  show  him  the  gibbet  and  the 
wheel,  as  incentives  tb  a  sullen,  repugnant  obe- 
dience. God  forbid,  sir,  that  the  Southern  Stales 
should  ever  see  an  enemy  on  their  shores,  with 
these  infernal  principles  of  French  fraternity  in 
the  van  !  While  talking  of  taking  Canada,  some 
of  us  were  shuddering  for  our  own  safety  at  home. 
He  spoke  from  facts,  when  he  said  that  the  night- 
bell  never  tolled  for  fire  in  Richmond  that  the 
mother  did  not  hug  her  infant  more  closely  to  her 
Bosom.  He  had  been  a  witness  of  some  of  the 
alarms  in  the  capital  of  Virginia. 

How  had  we  shown  our  sympathy  with  the 
patriotsof  Spain,  or  with  her  American  provinces? 
By  seizing  on  one  of  them,  her  claim  to  which 
we  had  formerly  respected,  as  soon  as  the  parent 
country  was  embroiled  at  home.  ,.  Was  it  thus  we 
yielded  them  assistance  against  the  arch-fiend  who 
IS  grasping  at  the  sceptre  of  the  civilized  world. 
The  object  of  France  is  as  much  Spanish  Amer- 
ica as  Old  Spain  herself.  Much  as  he  hated  a 
standing  army  he  could  almost  find  it  in  his  heart 
to  vote  one,  could  it  be  sent  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Spanish  patriots. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  unjust  and 
illiberal  imputation  of  British  attachments,  against 
certain  characters  in  this  country,  sometimes  in- 


sinuated ill  that'House.  but  openly  avowed  out  of 
it.  Against  whom  were  these  charged vbroughtl 
Against  men.  who  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
were  in  the  councils  of  the  mition.  or  fighting 
the  battles  of  your  country.  And  by  whom  were 
they  made?  By  runaways,  chiefly  fromthe 
British  dominipns.  «ince  the  breaking  out  of  the 
French  troubles.  He  indignantly  said — it  is  in- 
sufierable.  It  cannot  be  borne.  It  most,  and 
ought,  with  severity,  be  put  down  in  this  House, 
^nd,  out  of  it.  to  meet  th^  lie  direct.  We  have  no 
fellow  feelinff  for  the  sbfierihg  and  oppressed 
Spaniards !  IT et  even  them  we  do  not  reprobate. 
Strange !  that  we  should  have  no  objection  to  any* 
people  or  Government,  civilized  or  savage,  in  the 
whole  world.  The  great  Autocrat  of  all  the 
Russias  receives  the  homage  of  our  high  consid- 
eration.- The  D^y  bf  Algiers  and  his  Divan  of 
Pirates  ,are  very  eivjl,  good  sort  of  pebple,  with 
whom  we  'find  no  difficulty  in  iriaintainiBg  the 
relations  of  peace  and  amity-^"  Turks,  Jews,  and 
Infideld^ ;"  Mellimelli,  or  the  Little  Turtle ;  Bar- 
barians and  savages  of  every  clime  and  color, 
are  welcome  to  our  arms.  With  tshiefs  of  ban- 
ditti, negro  or  mulattoMvecan  treat  and  can  trade. 
Name,  however.* but  England,  and  all  our  anti- 
pathies are  up  in  arms  against  her.  Against 
whom  ?  Against  those  whose  blood  runs  in  oar 
veins ;  in  common  with  whom  we  cMtn  3hak8- 
peare,  and  Newton,  and  Chatham,  for  our  coun- 
trymen ;  whose  form  of  government  is  the  freest 
on  earth,  our  own  only  excepted ;  from  whom 
every  valuable  principle  of  our  own  institutions 
has  been  borrowed--Tepresentation,  jury  trial, 
voting  the  supplies,  writ  of  habeas  corpus— our 
whole  eivil  and  criminal  jurisprudence — against 
our  ^fellow  Protestants  identified  in  blood,  in  Ian* 
.guage.in  religion  with  ourselves.  In  whatschool 
did  the 'worthies  of  pur  UihI;  the  Washiogtons, 
Henrys,  Hancocks,  Franklins,  Rutledges  of  Amer- 
ica learn  those  principles  of  civil  liberty  which 
were  so  nobly  asserted  by  their  wisdom  and  valor? 
And  An^rican  resistance  to  British  usurpation 
had  not  been  more  warmly  cherished  by  thesegreat 
men  and  their  compatriots;  not  more  by  Wash- 
ington, Hancock,  and  Henry,  than  bv  Chatham 
and  his  illastrious  associates  ia  the  British  Par* 
liament.  It  oUght  to  be  rememhered,  too,  that  the 
heart  of  th«  ^nglish^>eople  was  with  us.  It  was 
a  selfish  and  corrupt  Ministry,  and  their  servile 
tools,  to  whom  we  were  not  more  opposed  than 
they  were.  He  trusted  that  none  such  might 
ever  ei^ist  among  us — for  tools  will  never  be 
wanting  to  subserve  the  purposes,  however  ruin- 
ous or  wicked,  of  Kings  and  Ministers  of  State. 

He  acknowledged  the  influence  of  a  Shaks- 
peareand  Milton  upon  htsimagination,of  a  Locke 
upon  bis  understanding,  of  a  Sidney  upon  his 
political  principles,  of  a  Chatham  upon  qualities 
which,  would  to  Qod !  he  possessed  in  common 
with  that  illustrious  man — of  a  Tillotson,  a  Sher- 
lock, and  a  Porteus.  upon  his  religion.  This  was 
a  British  influence  which  he  could  never  shake 
ofi*.  He  allowed  much  to  the  just  and  hottest 
prejudices  growing  out  of  the  Revolution.  Bat 
by  whom  had  they  been  suppressed  when  they 
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ran  eouttter  to  the  iiitei;est8  of  bis  eoMitry  ?  By 
WashiDgioDi^  By  ^bom,  would  you  ifsteu  to 
tbem,  are^hey  most  keenly  fek  ?  By  felons  es- 
caped from  the  jaib  of  Paris,  Newgarte,  and  Kii- 
maiDbam^  sioce  the  breakiug  our  of  tbe.  Fceocb 
Revoltttioo — who,  ia  this  abused  sod  insulted 
eouiltry,  haire  set  up  for  polhjcal  teaob^rs,  aod 
whose  dipcipies  |fhre  no  otner  proof  of  their  pro- 
gress iu .  Repoblipauisin*  except  a.  blind  demotion 
to  the  most  ruthless  military^  despotism  that  the 
workl  -ever  saw.  These  are  the  patriots,  .who 
sBcriiple  not  to  brand  with  th^  epithet  pf  tory  the 
men  (looking  towards  the  seat  of  CoL.Stuabt) 
br  whose  blc^  your  liberties  have  been  cemented. 
Theae  are  they,  who-hold  in  so  keen  remembrance 
tttc outrages  of  theBritish  armies,  from  which  many 
of  them  were  deserters.  Ask  these  self-styled  pat" 
riots  where  they  were  during  tbe  AmericHo  war, 
(for  they  are  for  the  most  part  old  enough  to  hare 
borne  aroia^)  and  you  strike  them,  dumb-^their 
Itfs  are  cloaed  in  eternal  silence.  If  iji  were  al« 
lowable  u>  entertain  partialiti^,  .every  consid- 
eration of  blood,  language,  religion,  and  interest, 
would  incline  us  towards  Kogland  >  and  yet,  shall 
they  be  alone  extended  to  Fratace  and  her  ruler, 
whom  we  are  bound  to  believe  a  chastening,  God 
saffers  a^  the  scourge  of  a  guilty  world  1  Qn  all 
other  naiioos  he  tramples^ — beholds  them  in  eon- 
tampt-^Eogland  alone  he  hate? ;  be  would,  but  he 
oanaol  despise  her — ^fear  cannot  despise.  And  shall 
we  dispafage  our  anees^rs  ?— shall  we  badtaxdize 
Qurseives  by  placing  them  even  be^qw  the  brigands 
of  St.  Dommgo?  with  whom  Mr.  Adams  had 
negotiated  a  sort  of  treaty,  for  which  he  ought  to 
have  been  and  would  hav«  beep  impeached,  if 
the  people  had  .not  previously  passed  sentence  of 
di«)ualiie«tt9n  for  tneir  service  vpon  him/,  This 
anupathy  to  all  that  is  Bnglish  must  be  French*. 
Bui  the  outrai^esand  injuries  of  England — Bred 
up  in  the  princfrples  of  ^fle  Revolution,  he  could 
sever  palliate,  much  less  defend  th  em.  He-  well  re^ 
laembered  flying  with  his  mother,  and  her  new* 
horn  child,  from  Arnold  and  Phillips — and  they 
bad  been  driren  by  Tarleton  and  other  British 
pandoors  from  pillar  to. post,  while  iier-  husband 
was  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country.  The  im: 
pression-  was  indelible  on  kis  memory-^and  yet 
(like  his  worthy  old  neighbor^  whp  added  seven 
Doek  shot  to  every  cartridge  at  the  battle  of  Guil- 
ford and  drew  a  &oe  ^ght  at  his  <  man)  he  must 
be  oontent  to  be  called  a  tory  ^y  a  patriot  of  the 
last  im|K>rtation*  Let  us  not  get.  rid  of  ooe  evil 
(supposing  it  to  be  possible)  at  the  expense  of  a 
greater — tmOatU  miUandu*  Suppose  France  in 
possession  of  tbe  British  naval  power-— and  to  her 
the  Trident  mu^t  pass  sbould  England  be  unable 
to  wield  it — what  would  be  your  conditiou? 
What  would  be  tbe  situation  of  your  seaports  and 
Uieirseafaring inhabitants.  Ask  Hamburg,  Lubec? 
Adt  Savannah  ?  What,  sir  I  wheu  their  priva^ 
teers  are  pent  up  in  our  harbors  by  the  British 
bu)l-dogs,  when  they  ree^ve  at  our  hands  every 
nte  of  hospitality,  from  which  their  enemy  is 
excluded — when  they  capture  within  our  own 
waters,  interdicted  to  Qritish  armed  ships,  Amer- 
ican vessels;  when  such  is  their  deportment  to- 


wards you,  under  such  oirdumstances,  whattH>uld 
you  expect  if  they  were  the  uncohtroUed  lords  of 
the  ocean-'?  Had  those  privateers  at  Savannah 
borne  British  commissions — or  had  your  ship- 
ments of  cotton,  tobacco, -ashes,  and  what  not,  to 
London  and  Liverpool,  bfeen  confiscated,  and  tbe 

f^roccjeds  poured  into  the  English  Exchequer — my 
ife  upon  it!  ydli  won^d  never  have  listened  to 
any.  miserable  wire-drawn  distinctions  between- 
^orders  and  decrees  afiec  ting  our  neuxral  rights,^/' 
and  "municipal  decrees,"  confisciating  in  mass 
your  whole  property.  You  would  have  bad  in- 
stant warf  The  whole  .land  vKiuld  have  blazed 
out  in  war. 

And  shall  Republicans  become  the  instruments 
of  him  who  had.efiaced  the  title  of  Attila  to  the 
^<  Scourge  of  God  !'^  Yet  even  Attila,  in  the  falling 
fortunes  of  civilization,  bad,  no  doubt^  his  .advo- 
cates^ his  tools,  his  minions,  his  parasites  in  the 
very  countries  that  he  overran-^ons  of  that  soil 
whereon  his  horse  bad  trod ;  where  grass  could 
never  after  grow.  If  perfectly  fresh,  Mr.  RANr 
noLPH.said,  (instead  of  being  as  he  was — his  mem- 
ory clouded,  his  intellect  stapified,  his  strengtb 
and  spirits  exhaust ed)>he  could  not  give  utterance 
to  that  strong  detestatjon  which  he  felt  towards 
(^bove  all  other  works  of  the  creatiorO  such  char- 
eeters  as  Zingis,  Tamerlane,  Kouli-Khan^  or  Bo- 
naparte. His  instincts  involuntarily  revolted  at 
theirbare  idea.  Malefactors  of  tbe  human  race, 
who  ground  down  man  to  a  mere  machine  of 
their  impious  and  bloody  ambition.  Yet  under 
all  the  accumulated  wrongs  and  insults  and  robbe- 
ries of  tbe  last  of  (bese  chieftains,  are  we  not  in 
point  of  feet  about  to  become  ,a  party  to  his  views, 
a  partner  in  bis  Wars? 

But  before  this  miserable  force  often  thousand 
men  was  raised  to  take  Cftnada,  he  bagged  them 
to  look  at  tbe  state  of  xlefence  at  home — to  count 
the  cost  of  tbe  enterprise  before  it  was  set  <|m  foot, 
not  wheu  it  might  be  too  late — when  the  best  blood 
of  the  country  should  be  spilt,  and  nought  but 
empty  ccS^rs  left  to  pay  tbe  cost.  Are  the  bounty 
lands  to  be  given  in  Canada  1  It  might  lessen  bts 
repugnance  to  that  part  of  the  system,  to  granting 
these  lands,  not  to  those  miserable  wretches  who 
sell  themselves  to  slavery  for  a  fbw  dollars  and  a 
glas^  of  gin,  but  in  fact  to  the  clerks  in  our  offi«* 
ces,  some  of  whom,  with  an  income  of  fifteen 
hundred  or  two  thousand  dollars,  lived  at  4he  rate 
of  four  or£ve  thousand,  and  yet  grew  ri<ih — who 
perhaps  at  that  moment  were  making  out  blank 
assignments  for  these  la^d  rights. 

He  would  beseech  the  House,  before  they  ran 
their  heads  against  this  post,  Q^uebec,  to  count  the 
cost.  His  word  for  it,  Virginia  planters  would 
,not  be  taxed  to  support  such  a  war — ^a  war  which 
must  aggravate  their  present  distresses ;  in  whicb 
they  had  not  the  remotest  interest.  Where  is  the 
Montgomery^  or  even  tbe  Arnold,  or  the  Burr, 
who  is  to  march  to  Point  Levi  ? 

He  called  upon  those  professing  to  be  Republic 
cans  to  make  good  the  promises  held  out  by  their 
Republican  predecessors  when  they  came  into 
power — promises,  which  for  years  afterwards  thej 
had  honestly,  faithfully  fulfilled.  We  bad  vaunted 
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of  paying  off  the  Mttiooal  debt,  of  retreochiqg  tise* 
less  establisbroents ;  and  yet  had  now  become  as 
infatualed  with  staodiog  armies,  loaDs^  taxes,  na* 
vies,  and  war,  as  ever  were  the  Essex  Junto. 
What  Republicanism  is  this  ? 

Mr.  Ran  BO  LPS  apologized  for  his  rery  desul- 
tory manner  of  speaking.  He;  regretted-  that  his 
bodily  indisposition  had  obliged  him  to  talk  per- 
haps somewhat  too  wildly ;.  yet  he  trusted  sOme 
method  would  be  found  in  his  madness--^n  the 
other  reeolntion  he  should  perhaps  be  obliged  to 
trouble  the  House  again. 

Mr.  JoHifaoN  proceeded  to  reply^  but  had  not 
gone  far  ^before  he  sa(  down,  to  afford  Mr.  Rxif- 
DOLPB  an  opportunity  to  explain ;  after  which  an 
adjournment  w^s  moved  and  carried. 


'       WfiDNCsoAT,  0ecember  ll. 

Mr.  D'/wsoN,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  ninteenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  providing  tor  persons  disaUed  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next.      • . 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  petitions  from  subdry 
inhabitants  of  tne  Indiana  Territory,  praying 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  to  prohibit  the  inter- 
ference-of  the  United  States'  ofScers  ip  elections 
held  in  said  Territory,  and  that  they  may  be  a'u- 
thorized  to  elect  their  Delegate  to  this  House  at 
the  time  of  the  election  of  the  mei!n hers  com- 
posing their  Territorial  Legislature.— -Referred  to' 
a  select  committee.  •  ,  '      . 

Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Robbrts,  Mr. 
Newbolo,  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Ormsby,  and  Mr. 
Reed,  were  appointed  the  committee 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appointed 
as  managers,  on  behalf  of  this  House,  of  the  con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  Senate's 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the 
apportionment  6(  Representatives  among  the  sev- 
eral Slates,  according  to  the  third  enumeration," 
reported: 

*Tbat  the  committee  had  held  a  conference  with  the 
manager*  appointed  on  Che  part  of  the^aate.    That 
the  followuig  propositions  were  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  managieri  pf  the  Senate : 
To  fix  ^e  rjntio  at  d4»o6o, 
83,000, 
40,000, 
All  of  which  being  promptly  rejected  by  the  committee 
of  the  Senate,  your  committte,  as  a  last  effort  at  ac- 
commodation, proposed  36,000,  as  the  medium  between 
the  two  numbers  adopted  by  the,  two  Houses  respect- 
ively ;  which  was  also  rejected  as  the  others  had  been, 
without  any  discnaeioo  whatever,  on  the  part  of  the 
aanag^TB  of  the  Senate. .  No  proposition  being  snb- 
miited  on  the  other  side  to  yotir  committee,  the  confer- 
ence was  broken  up,  and  the  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houses  fipally  separated  without  coming  to  any  agree- 
neot" 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  author- 
iiiag  the  refunding  the  duties  paid  on  the  import- 
ation of  certain  copper  articles ;  which  was  read 


twice,  and^  together  with  the  doeumeau  aoaen- 
panying  the  same,  coqumitted  to  a  Conmittea  of 
the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  fcom-the  Senate 
'^for  the reli.ef  of  Thomas  O'Baonoa,"  wassailed 
up,  and,  an  motion,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  messjsge  from  the  House^of  Representatiyaa 
informed  the  House  that  the  Senate  adhere  to 
their  amendmoi^ts  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An. act  for 
the  appprtionment  of  RepreaentatiTes  aoioag  the 
sererar  States^' according  to.  the  third  enamecai* 
tion." 

,   FOREIGN  RELATIONS^ 

The  H<^use  resuQsed  the  coaatdlyratioa  of  the 
renort  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatioas. 

Mr.  JoBNaON  said  he  roce  to  thank  tbe  eota^ 
mi4teefor  th«  report  which  was  ofiK^red  to  tha 
House,  and  the  reeolutione  which  were  recom* 
nieaded;  though  the  measures  fell  short  of  bta 
wishes,  and,  he  believed,  of  publie  ezpeetatiQa* 
The  ulterior  measures,  however,  promised  by  the 
committee  satisfied  hisiaind,  and  he  should  give 
the  report  his  warm  support.  The  chairman-had 
giren  the  views  of  the  committee*  The  eapoW 
sion  of  the  'British  from  their  North  Amerieaa 
possessions,  and-  granting  letters  of  marque  an4 
reprisal  against  Great  Britaib  are  contemplated. 
Look  at  the  Message  of  the  Presidedt.  At  a  mo* 
meat  least  to  be  expected,  when  France  had  eeaaed 
to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  and  the  olive  bcaatli 
was  tendered  to  Great  Briuin,  her  Orders  in 
Council  were  put  into  a  more  rigorous  exeeatioa. 
Not  satisfied  with  refusing  a  redress  for  wroagt 
committed  on  out  coasts  and  in  the  mouths  of  oar 
harbors,  our  traile  is  annoyed,  and  our  national 
rights  invaded  ;  and,  to  close  the.  scene  of  iaso* 
lenee  and  injury,  regardless  of  our  nEioderacion  aa4 
our  justice,  sh6  has  brought  home  to  the  ''thresh* 
old  of  our  territory,^  measai«s  of  actoal  war. 
As  the  love  of  peace  has  so  long  produrced  for- 
bearance-oii  oar  part,  while  commerciaft  cupidity 
has  increased  the  disposition  to  plunder  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  I  feel  rejoiced  that  tha 
hour  of  resistance  is  at  hand,  and  that  the  Preeii^ 
dent,  in  whom  the  people  have  so  much  coofi* 
denee,  has  warned  us  of  the  perils  that  nwait 
them,  and  has  exhorted  us  to  put  on  the  armor  of 
defence^  to  ffird  on  the  award,  and  assume  the 
manly  and  Ixdd  attitude  of  war.  ^  He  recom* 
mends  fiUing  up  the  rankaof  the  preeent  MiU* 
tary  Establishmeat,  and  to  lengthen  the  term  of 
service ;  to  raise  an  auxiliary  force  ,for  a  more 
limited  time ;  to  authorize  the  acceptance  of  vol*' 
unteers,  and  provide  for  calling  out  detachmenta 
of  militia  as  cireutnstanoes  may  require.  For  tba 
first  tidie  since  my  entrance  into  this  body,  there 
now  seems  to  be  but  one  opinion  with  a  great 
msiority-^that  with  Great  Britain  war  is  inevi- 
table ;  that  the  hopes  of  the  sanguine  as  to  a  fe» 
turning  sense  of  British  justice  have  expired;, 
that  the  propheciee^f  the^iscerniog  hav^  miled  ; 
and,  that  her  infernal  system  hasdrtvea  as  to  the 
brink  of  a  second  rerdutipn,  as  important  aa  the 
first.  Upon  the  Wabash,  through  the  tnfloenoe 
of  British  ageata,  and  within  our  territorial  sea 
by  the  British  nary,  the  wiir  has  already  eoni* 
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__  Thus,  the  Mlf,  tb9  power,  and  the 

tjrrtODy  of  Oreal  BritaiD,  have  taken  from  tis  the 
\tai  alternatiire  of  longer  forbearance. 

Mr.  h  said  we  must  now  oppose  the  farther 
eneroacbmeBts  of  Great  Britain  hj  war,  or  for- 
mally annul  ihe^  Declaration  of  our  Indepeii- 
deace,  and  aeknowledge.  ourselves  her  devoted 
floloaief.  The  people  whqm  1  represent  wjU  not 
hesitate  which  of  the  two  courses^ to  choose ;  and, 
if  we  are  involved  in  war,  to  maintain  our  dear- 
est riglMs,  and  t6  preserve  our  independence^  I 
pLsdge  myself  to  this  House,  and  my  constitu- 
ents to  this  nation,  that  they  will  not  oe  wanting 
in  valor,  Apr  in  their  propdrtioj),  of  men  and 
money  to  prosecutt  the  war  with  effect.  Before 
we  reliaq  «ish  the  conflict,  I  wish  to  aee  Great 
Britain  reoounee  the-  piratical  system  of  paper 
blockade;  to  liberate  our  captured  seamen  oh 
board  her  ahifta  Of  war ;  relinquish  the  practice 
of  impresscDent  on  board  our  merchant  vessels; 
to  repeal  ber  Ordera  in  Council ;  and  oease^  in 
tevery  other  respeec,  to  violate  our  neutral  ijghts; 
to  treat  us  as  an  independent  people.  The  gea- 
tlemati  Cram  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  has  ob- 
jected to  tbe  dtetination  of  this  au^ilifiry  force — 
the  occQpaiioa  of  the  Canadas,  knd  tbe  other 
Brilish  pOAseesions  iipc»i  our  borders  wheireoor 
laws  are  vi<^tedj  ( be  Indians  ^timtilated  to  mur- 
4er  i>iir  ciiizens,  and  where  there  is  a  British  mo«> 
BopOiy  of  the  peUry  and  fur  trade.  I  should  hot 
wbhio  extend  the  boundary  of  the  United  States 
^y  war  if  Great  Bdtain  would  leaVe  us  to  the 
^iet  enjoy  meivt  of  independebc^ ;  but,  eonsider- 
u^  her  deadly  and  implacable  enmity,  and  her 
«oatiBued  hostility,  I  shall  sever  die  contented 
«Btil  I  see  iier  eipolsion  from  North  America, 
Md  her  territories  inoorpoi^ted  with  the  United 
Blaies..  it  is  fttran^^  that  the  gentleman  would 
.mise  before  refusing  tbis  Airce,  if  destined  to 
■keep  the  negroes  in  subordinatioo — ^who  are  not 
io  a  siticte  of  insurrection  as  I  uaderstand — and  be 
will  absolutely  refuse  to  vote  this  force  to  defend 
«i  against  the  lawless  aggressions  of  Great  Brit- 
ain-^ nation  ia  *  whose  favor  he  had  said  so 
aiDch, 

But,  he  has  a  dislike  to  the  Canadian  French. 
Flinch  blood  is  hateful  to  him.  I  have  no  doubt 
bat  the  Canadian  French  are  as  good  citizens  as 
the  Canadian  English^  or  the  refugee  tories^of  the 
Revolotioo;  nor  have  I  any  doubt  but  a  great 
aajority  of. that  vast  community  are  sound  in 
their  morals  and  in  thejrrpolitics,  and  would  make 
worthy  members  of  the  United  Stated. 

But,  open  -the  sacred  pages  of  the  Journals  of 
4he  Congress  of  1774-75~that  Congiress  which 
«pmmenO(ed,  %^^  conducted  to  Victory,  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution.  Upon  the  pages  of  the  first  vol- 
ume (from  page  54  to  100)  we  will  find  letters 
•addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cai^a  and  the 
province  of  Quebec,  containing  the  language  of 
afieetionate  respect,  and,  in  the  warmth  of  patri- 
otism, inviting  them  to  unite  against  British 
lyraony,  to  make  the  cause  of  quarrel  common, 
and  to  enter  into  the  union  of  the  States  on  tb^ 
principles  of  equalitjr.  The  encroachments  of 
^CAt  Britaia  ace  depioted  ia  U^e  most  vivid  col- 


ors, and  then,  they  sav  *'  we  shall  consider  the 

*  violation  of  your  rignts  a  violation  of  our  own, 
<  and  you  are  invited  to  accede  to  the  confederacy 

*  of  the  States."  Thus,  the  patriots  of  the  Rev- 
olution styled  the  inhabitants  of  the  JBritish  prov- 
inces friends  and  fellow-sufferers  in  1774:  Al- 
though then  but  a  handful  of  men  compared  to 
their  present  numbers,  and  only  ten  years  had 
elapsed  from  their  first  incorporation  with  the 
British  dominions;  and  nothing  but  the  want  of 
physical  power  and  means  prevented  their  inde- 
pendence in  1776.  The  misfortunes  of  our  arms 
at  Q^Oebec,  and  in  that  quarter,  are  well  known. 
These  overtures  of  the  Old  Congress  did  not  stop 
here.  After  ihe  Articles  of  Confederation  had 
been  adopted,  the  door  was  left  open  fur  the  re- 
ception of  the  Canadas,  and  the  hope  was  not  lost 
untiL  British  arms  riveted  the  chains  of  slavery 
.upon  them,  which  at  that  time  could  not  be  bro- 
ken. Now,  sir,  thes^  people  are  more  enlightened, 
they  have  a  great  American  population  among 
them,  and  they  have  correct  ideas  of  liberty  and 
independence,  and  only  want  an  opportunity  to 
throw  off  the  yoke  of  the^/r  taskmasters. 

Let  us  not  think  so  meanly  of  the  human  char- 
acter and  the  human  mind. '  We  are  in  pursuit 
of  happii>ess^'  and  wf  place  a  great  value  upon 
liberty  as  the  m.eans^  of  happiness.  What,  then, 
let  me  ask)  has  changed  the  character  of  those 
people,  that  they  are  to  be  despised  ?  What  new 
ojrder  of  things  nas  disqualified  them  for  the  en- 
ioyment  of , liberty?  Has  arty  malediction  of 
Heaven  doomed  them  to  perpetual  vifssalage? 
Or,  will  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  pretend  to 
more  wisdom,  and  more  patriotism  than  the  con- 
stellation of  patriots  who  conducted  the  infant 
Ri^ublic  through  the  Revolution?  In  point  of 
territorial  limit,  the  map  will  prove  its  impor- 
tance. The  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
Mississippi  interlock  in  a  number  of  places,  and 
the .  great  Disposer  of  Human  Events  intended 
those  two  rivers  should  belong  to  the  same  people. 

But  it  has  been  denied  that  British  influence 
had  any  agency  in  the  late  dreadful  conflict  and 
massacre  upon  the  Wabash  ;. and  this  is  said  to 
vindicate  the  British  nation  from  so  foul  a  charge* 
Sjr,  look  to  the  book  of  the  Revolution.  See  the 
Indian  savages  in  Burgoyde's  army  urged  on 
every  occasion  to  use  the  scalping-knife  and  tom- 
ahawk—not in  battle,  but'  against  old  men,  wo- 
men, and  ehildren  \  in  the  night,  when  they  were 
taught  to  believe  an  Omniscient  eye  could  not  see 
their  guilty  deeds ;  and  thus  hardened  in  iniquity, 
they  perpetrated  th^  same  deeds  by  the  light  of 
the  aun,  when  no  arm  was  found  to  oppose  or 
protect.  And  when  this  crying  sin  was  opposed 
by  Lord  Chatham,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
employment  of  these  Indians  was  justified  by  a 
speech  from  one  of  the  Ministry.  Thus  we  see 
how  the  principles  of  honor,  of  humanity,  of 
christianityj  were  violated  and  justified  in  the 
face  of  the  world.  Therefore,  I  can  have  no 
doubt  of  the  influence  of  British  agents  in  kee]^ 
ing  up  Indian  hostility  to  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  independent  of  the  strong  proofs  on 
I  this  occasion  \  and,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  pre- 


459 


HISTORY  OF  COKGREgS. 


460 


H.ofR. 


Foreign  Bdations. 


Dboembgr/1811. 


tended  that  these  agents  are  tod  moral  or  too  re- 
ligious to  do  the  infamoii^  deed.  So  much  for 
the  expulsion  of  Great  Britain  from  her  domin- 
ions in  North^  America,  and  their  incorporatiou 
into  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  we  a  re  iden- 
tified with  the  British  in  religion,  in  blood,  in  Ian- 
gaage,and  deeply  laments  our  hatred  to  that  coun- 
try, who  can  boast  of  so  many  illustrious  charac- 
ters.   This  deep  rooted  enmity  to  Great  Britain 
arises  from  her  insidious  policy,  the  offspring  of 
her  perfidious  conduirt  towards  the  Uoited  States. 
Her  disposition  is  unfriendly;  her  enmity  is  im- 
placable; she  sickens  at  our  prosperity. and  hap- 
Siness.    If  obligations  of  friendship  do  exist,  why 
oes  Great  Britain  rend  those  ties  asunder,  and 
open  the  bleeding  wounds  of  former  conflicts? 
Or  does  the  obligation  of  friendship  exist  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  alpne,?    T  have  never 
thought  that  the  ties  of  religion,  of  blood,  of  lan- 
guage, and  of  eommerce,  would  ju^tifyor  sancti- 
fy insult  and  injury— on  the  contrary,  that  a  pre- 
meditated wrong  from  the  biand  of  afriend  created 
more  sensibility,  and  deserved  the  greater  chas- 
tisement and  the  higher  execration.  What  would 
you  think  of  a  man,  to  whom  ypu  were  bound  by 
the  most  sacred  ties,  who  would  plunder  you  of 
your  substance,  aim  a  dieadly  blow  at  your  honor, 
and  in  the  hour  of  confidence  endeavor  to  bury  a 
dagger  in  your  boesom?    Would  you,  sir,  pro- 
claim to  the  world  your  affection  for  tnis  mis- 
creant  of  society,  after  this  conduct,  and  endeavor 
to  interest  your  audience  with  the  ties  of  kindred 
that  bound  you  to  each  other?    So  let  it  be  with 
nations,  and  there  will  be  neither  surprise  nor 
lamentation  that  we  execrate  a  Government  so 
liostile  to  our  iBdependence— for  it  is  from  the 
Gk)vernment  that  we  meet  with  such  multiplied 
injury,  and  to  that  object  is  our  haired  directed. 
As  to  individuals  of  meHt,  whether  British  or 
French,  I  presume  tio  person  would  accuse  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  such   hatred  to 
them,  or  of  despising  individual,  who  might  not- 
be  inatrumental  in  the.maritime  despotism  which 
we  feel ;  and  this  accounts  for  the  veneration  We 
have  for  Sidney  and  Russell,  statesmen  of  whom 
the  gentleman. has  spoken  ;  they  are  f^tal  exam- 
ples, why  we  should  love  the  British  Govern- 
ment.   The  records  of  that  GoTernment  are  now 
stained  with  the  blood  of  these  martyrs  in  free- 
dom's cause,  as  vilely  as  with  the  blood  of  Amer- 
ican citizens ;  and  certainly  we  shall  not  be  called 
upon  to  love  equally  the  murderer  and  the  victim. 
ForGh)d's  sake  let  U3  not  again  be  told  of  the  ties  of 
religion,  of  laws,  of  blood,  and  of  customs,  which 
bind  the  two  nations  together,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
tort our  love  for  the  English  Government,  and 
more  especially,  when  the  same  gentleman  hasac- 
knowledfi;ed  that  we  have  aniple  cause  of  war 
against  that  nation — let  us  not  be  told  of  the  free- 
dom of  that  corrupt  Government  whose  hands  are 
washed  alike  in  the  blood  of  her  own  illustrious 
statesmen,  for  a  manly  opposition  to  tyranny,  and 
the  citizens  of  every  other  clime.    But  I  would 
inquire  into  this  love  for  the  British  Government 
and  British  institutions,  in  the  gross,  without  any 


discrimination.  Why  love  her  rulers?  Why  kiss 
the  rod  of  iron  which  inflicts  the  stripe's  without 
a  cause  7  Wh^h  a)l  adnbit  we  have  just  cause  of 
war,  such  attachments  are  dangerous,  and  encour- 
age encroachment.  I  wilt  venture  to  say,  that  our 
hatred  of  the  British  Government  is  not  com- 
mensiirate  with  her  depredations  and  her  outragea 
on  bur  rights,  or  we  should"  have  waged  a  deadly 
war  against  her  many  years  past.  The  subject 
of  foreign  attachments  and  British  hatred  has 
been  examined  af  considerable  length,  i  did  not 
intend  to  begin  that  discussion,  but  I  will  pursoe 
it,  and  though  1  make  no  charge  of  Britisb  at- 
tachments, f  will,  at  all  times,  at  every  hazard^ 
defend  the  Administration  and  the  ^epttbtican 
party  against  the  charge  of  foreign  partialities — 
French  or  Spanish,  or  any  other  kind,  when  ap- 
plied to  the  measures  of  our  Government.  This 
foreign  influence  is  a  dangerous  enemy ;  we  should 
destroy  th^  means  of  its  circulation  among  qs^^ 
like  the  fatal  tunic,  it  destroys  where  it  totiches. 
It  is  insidious^  invisible,  and  takes  advantage  of 
the  most  unsuspecting  hours  of  social  intercourse. 
I  woald  not  deny  the  good  will  of  France  nor  of 
Great  Britain  to  have  jan  undue  itifltyenoe  amon^ 
Ud.  But  Gkeat  Britain  alone  has  the  means  of 
this  influence  to  an  extent  dangerous  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  has  been  said  that  Great  Britaia 
was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world-^tliat  sh^ 
stands  against  universal  dominion  threatened  by 
the  arch-fiend  of  mankind.  I  should  be  sorry  if 
our  independence  depended  upon  the  noWer  of 
Great  Britain.    If,  toweTer.  she  would  act  the 

rirtofa  friendly  Power  towards  the  United  State^ 
should''never  wish  to  deprive  her  of  power,  m 
wealth,  of  honor,  of  prosperity.  Bat  if  heir  ener- 
gies are  to  be  directed  against  the  liberies  of  this 
free  and  happy  people,  against  my  native  couo^ 
try,  I  should  not  drop  a  tear  if  the  fast-anchared 
isle  would  sink  into  the  waves,  provided  the  in- 
nocent inhabitants  could  escape  the  deluge  and 
find  an  asylum  in  a  moiie  favorable  soil.  And  as 
to  the  power  of  France,  I  fear  it  as  little  as  any 
other  power;  I  would  oppose- her, aggressions, tm^ 
der  any  circumstanqes,  as  soon  as  I  wotrid  Britisk 
outrages.    ' 

The  ties  of  religion,  of  language,  of  blood,  as  it 
regards  Great  Britain,  are  dangerous  ties  to  this 
country,  with  her  present  hostile  disposition— in- 
stead of  pledges  of  friendship  their  are  used  to 
paralyze  the  strength  of  the  United  States  in  r^ 
lation  to  her  aggressions.  There  are  other  ties 
equally  efficacious.  The  number  of  her  commer- 
cial traders  within  our  limits,  her  agents,  ^.,  the 
vast  British  -capital  employed) in  our  commerce 
and  our  moneyed  institutions,  connected  with  her 
language,  "ancestry,  custom,s,  habits,  and  Imws^ 
These  are  formidable  means  for  estranging  the 
affections  of  many  from  our  republican  institir- 
tions,  and  producing  partialities  for  Great  Britain*. 
Now  I  shall  attend  to  the  charge  of  partiality  ia 
our  measures  towards  France.  It  is  an  insinua^ 
tion  Hot  founded  in  fact,  and  can  only  exist  ih 
the  imagination  of  those  who  may  insinuate  iu. 
We  are  not  driven  to  mere  declarations — t^e 
truth  of  the  assertion  is  bottomed  upon  the  atatute^ 
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records  of  the  United  Sintei9j  and  we  tfppeal  to 
the  character  of  every  measure  relative  to  foreign' 
relatioDs,  since  the  adoption  of  the  embargo,  in 
consequence  of  the  violation  of  neutral  rights  dp- 
oo  the  high  s^as*  The  direct  object  of  the  Berlin 
a^d  Milan  decrees  was  the  ruin  of  all  trade  Xo 
British  ports — and  the  object  of  thc^  Orders  in 
Council  was  the  destruction  jof  ^11  commerce  to 
French  ports  and  ports  from  which  the  British 
flaff  was  excluded. . 

The  lavirs  laying  aa  embargo,  which  was  ihe 
first  precautionary  measure  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  contained  a  provision  by  which 
thePresident  was  authorise  to  suspend  its  opei^ 
ation  as  to  Great  Britain  upon  a  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  CqunCil,  and  as  to  Fi'ance  upop  an  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 
The  authority  was  precisely  the  »nne  ias  to  either 
Power;  theinstructionstp  our  Ministers  were  prer 
cisely  the  same ;  the  o0er  to  suspend  the  einbarifo 
was  tendered  to  both-  helli^erents  upou.the  self- 
same conditions.  This  offer  was  rejected  by 
both  nations,  and  their  aggressiops  coniinued-^ 
^Congress,  yielding  to  the  clamors  of  thrdisaf- 
fected,  repealed  the  embargo  and  substituted"  the 
DOB-intercours^,  which  also  ^contained  a  diplo- 
matic proyUion  vesting  the  President  with  power 
to  suspend  its  operauon  as  to  the  belligerents 
when  they:  should  cease  to  rviolate  our  neutral 

The  offer  was  made ;  it  was  rejected  by  France, 
mnd  her  depredaUoas  .increased.  Great  Britain 
accepted  the  offer,  wliich  produced  the  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  firskine.*  ^..  ^ 

En»kineVarranffement  was  executed  with  fidel- 
.ity  otk  the  part  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
Statee.  sThe  proclamation  which  announced  the 
arrangement  suspended  the:  non-intercourse  as  to 
Great  Britain,  and  it  continued  as  to  France. 
Under  these  eircumstanees  Congress  convened  at 
their  extra  session.  It  was  a  new  era  for  oppio- 
aition.  The  day  of  jubilee  W8^s  announced— no 
glopm,  every  couatenaoce  smiled,  every  heart 
seemed  glad;  parties  were  forgotten o  war  with 
Fraace  and  peace  witl^ .England  dawned  upon  us. 
W^  weipeall  Americans,  and  the  gen tlemau  from 
Virginia  introduced  a  nesolution  approbating  f he 
fideJity  of  the  President  in  discharging  his>  high 
duties  to  the  natidn.  A  real  friencTto  that  indi- 
vidual who  presides  over  our  destinies  by  our 
consent,  I  was  happy  to  fipd  his  political  enemies 
acknowledging  his  wisdom,  his  impartiality,  and 
his  integrity.  I  knew  the  President  had.  dis- 
charged bis  trust  faithfkll^y.  Though  I  followed 
ia  the  reaf  ranks,  I  did  not  interrupt  this  new 
order  of  things.  Bat  our  retrograde  niiovemenl 
from  the  embargo  to.  the  non-intercourse  and 
Erskine's  arrangement  Went  to  London  at  nearly 
the  same  time  ^  the  English  Ministry  perfidiously 
rejected  that  arrangement  which  had  been  exe- 
cuted on  our  part,  and  which  was  so  advanta- 
geous to  Great  Britain ;  the  Orders  jn  Council, 
so  good  a  shield  for  plunder,  were  considered  of 
more  value  than  our  oon- intercourse.  I  will  not 
dwell  upon  the  scene  this  di^vowal  pi-oduoed, 
.  .Aor  upon  th(s  attempt  to  censure  the  President 


for  the  Punic  faith  of  Great  Britain,  by  those 
who. had  approbated  his  conduct.  The  solid 
column  was  again  broken,  and  we  have  never 
had  th^  pleasure  since  ot  seeing  an  undivided 
front  opposed  to  a  foreign  foe,  which  was  the 
case  when  France  was  the  object  of  attack. 
Then  Federalists  and  Republicans  were  ignited. 
After  this  we  assutned  a  different  attitude  to- 
wards bdtb  France  and  Great  Britain ;  but  in  the 
same  terms  of  impartiality,  we  authorized  the 
President  to  say  to  France,  if  you  will  rescind 
your  decrees,  violating  our  beutral  rights,  we 
will  revive  the'non-iibportation  part  of  the  non- 
intercourse  Is^w  against  your,  rival  Grreat  Britain, 
provided  she  should  not  also  ceaseao  violate  our 
neutral  rights' by  a  repeal  Of  her  orders;  vre  au- 
thofizecl  the  President  to  use  the  rery  same  iden- 
tical language  to  Great  Britain,  (hat  if  you  will 
cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  we  will  revive 
onr  nonrVm porta tion  system  against  your  enemy 
France,  provided  she  ^should  not  follow  your  ex- 
ample. This  was  sajd  to  France  and  to  Great 
Britain  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation  and  sincerity. 
France  accepts  the  proposition ;  but  it  is  rejected 
by  Great  Britain,  which  acceptance  on  the  part 
of  France,  and  the  extinguishment  of  her  ordeie, 
so  far  as  they  violated  our  neutral  rights,  was 
announced  by  the  Preside6t?s  proclamation,  aifd 
the  non^interconrse  revived  against  Great  Brit- 
aiii..  Under  these  circumstances  Congress  con- 
vened, but  I  looked  in  vain  for  resolutions  of  ap- 
probation of  the  President's  conduct.  The  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees  was  doubted,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Vtrginiit  was  the  first  to  intro- 
duce his  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-importation 
revived  against  England  by  the  President's  proc- 
lamation, and.with  that  repeal  the  proclamation; 
aiKl  now,  when' it  is  not  denied  by  a  single  indi- 
vidual that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  so 
modified  as  tQ  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights, 
we  find  the  same  opposition  to  measures  against 
Great  Britain,  and  the  same  opposition  to  France, 
as  if^no  arrangement  had  been  made.  I  might 
ask  why  this  opposite  conduct  under  the  same 
kind  of  arrangement)  growing  out  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  and  under  the  same  solemnities  of 
plighted  faith  On  the  part-  of  this  Gbvernment. 
Under  the  arrangement  with  Great  Britain  we 
are  united  against  France.  But  under  the  ar- 
rangement ^ith  France  We  behold  disunion 
again — each  man  taUes,  his  party  rank.  How 
does  this  prove  partiality  to  Fraif&e?  Does  not 
the  charge  ill  grace  the  Lips  of  those  who* oppose 
these  measures  ?  for  no  man  has  denied  the  sim- 
ilarity iH  the  two  arran§fements.  In  the  compact 
with  England  we  agreed  to  rej;>eal  the  non-inter- 
course as  to  her.  ai^d  continue  it  as  to  France^  if 
she  would  repelil  the  Orders  in  Council ;  so  with 
France,  we  agreed  to  revive  the  non-intercourse 
af^inst  Great  Britain  if  France  would  cease  to 
violate  our  neutral  rights,  leaving  all  other  sub- 
jects to  negotiation.  France  was  not  required  as 
a  sine  quia  non  to  make  good  the  damages  for 
spoliations.  Nor  was  Great  Britain  required  iis 
a  sine  qua  non  to  relinquish  her  iniquitous  sys- 
tem of  blockade,  of  impressment,  the  liheratien 
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of  oar  sMmeD,  and  a  remuoeration  for  captures 
and  coodemnation'-tbese  topics  "were  left  to  ne-' 
^otiation. 

Th6  British  Minister  has  insinnated  that  we 
'have  suffered  our  commerce  to  be  moulded  by 
France  to  the  annoyance  of  the  British  trade, 
and  attempts  have  been  made  to  conjure  Up  the 
idea  of  an  alltaoce  with  France  against  Great 
Britain,  because  we  have  made  arrangements 
with  France  that  our  neutral  rights  shall  be  re- 
ffardcd.  The  idea  of  an  alliance  is  as  idle  as  it 
IS  unfounded.  Thank  Heaven  we  are  under  no 
obligations  to  any  Power  to  go  to  war,  nor  to 
continue  that  war  after  the  objects  for  which  we 
contend  shall  be  accomplished.  T he  non- impor- 
tation law  is  the  cause  of  complaint  with  Qreat 
Britain,  and  she  Irnows  if  the  Orders  in  Council 
and  her  blockade  of  May  were  repealed,  that 
our  non-importation  law  would  cease  to  operate 
against  her.  But  ins^tead  of  this,  sir^evei^  day 
our  merchant  ships  fall  a  prey  to  the  Orders  io 
Council,  and  we  are  menaced  with  retaliation 
for  the  non-importation,  Which  does  -not  capture 
and  condemn  British  ships  and  cargoes,  but  pre- 
vents, the  importation  of  British  property  into 
our  markets. 

In  the  year  1777  the. United  States  entered 
into  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  King  of  France; 
the  first  article  binds  the  parties  to  make  the 
cause  of  quarrel  a  common  cause.  The  inde- 
pendence of  the  XJnited  States  is  the  guarantee 
of  the  second  article,  and  the  eighth  binds  the 
parties  to  continue  the  war  until  peace  should  be 
restored  with  each  nation,  and  a  treatjr  was  to  bd 
made  by  common  consent  alone.  Thb  is  an  ex- 
ample of  an  alliance,  such  a  one  as  I  hope  we 
ahall  never  have  with  France  in  the  present  un- 
defined and  bloody  conflict  of  ambitious  domiqa- 
tion.  I  never  wi^h  to  see  an  alliance  with  any 
nation.  It  is  known  to  the  world  that  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  fihiropean  wars;  and  Eng- 
land knows  that  if  she  ceases  to  violate  our  neu- 
tral rights,  commercial  intifreourse  would  be  re- 
stored, and  that  her  many  transgressions  would 
be  lett  to  further  negotiation;  thau  however, 
would  not  be  the  only  requisition  if  left  to  my 
vote.  The  gentleman  has  also  adverted  to  that 
{Art  of  the  r resident's  Message  which  speaks  of 
our  relations  with  France.  France  is  no  doubt 
unfriendly  in  her  rigorous  municipal  regulations ; 
the  President  has  recommended  retaliation,  and 
who  will  refuse  to  take  those  measures  ?  I  shall 
not.  Mention  has  also  been  made  of  the  riot  at 
Savannab ;  that  transaction  has  two  aides  to  it.  I 
have  read  both  of  them ;  I  fear  something  is  rot- 
tea  in  Denmark.  I  will  not  judge,  however,  be- 
fore the  facts  are  correctly  known. 

But  in  the  zeal  to  speak  of  French  insult  and 
injury,  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  the  talents  of 
the  gentleinan  from  Virginia  were  not  engaged 
iipon  the  stibject  of  our  impressed  seamen  and 
commercial  aggressions  by  Great  Britain.  He 
must  not  be  surprised  if  these  subjects  should 
be  omitted. 

To  attempt  an  enumeration  of  these  ag^^res- 
sions  would  be  a  laborious  task  to  me — a  pamfal 


and  diagusting  recital  to,  others;  but  considera- 
tions of  this  kind  should  not  induce  an  omission 
of  duty.  Great  sensibility  has  existed  agaiost 
the  wanton  capture  and  condemnation  of  oar 
vessels  and  cargoes.  An  inroad  upon  the  colo- 
nial trade  produced  universal  clamor;  spirited 
complaints  were  forwarded,  with  pledges  of  honor 
and  property  to  oppose  the  robbery.  But  the 
luimber  atid  enornEuty  of  these  aggressions  have 
blunted  the  feelings  of  sensibility,  or  the  back- 
wardness of  the  GK)vemment  has  iudueed  the 
sufferers  to  moan  their  loss  without  an  appeal  to 
our  juffdce.  The  newspapers  have  be^onie  vehi- 
cles of  complaint,  and  the  only  noters  of  Brit- 
ish piracies,  and  the  office  of  State  is  no  longer 
troubled  with  reading  the  cold  details.  But  to 
lump  this  business:  am>ut  twenty-eight  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  commencement  of  the  British 
spoliations.  Suppoise  the  ves^ls  and  cargoes 
captured  and  condemned  within  that  period  con- 
trary to  public  law  could  be  collected  together  in 
the  Potomac,  it  would  present  to  the  mind  a  stri- 
king evidence  of  the  justice  of  our  complaints; 
you  would  find  ii  difficult  to  find  ^afe  anchorage 
for  these  vessels  from  the  Eastern  Branch  Io 
AUxandria-^ten  miles  distant,  and  the  btick  wail 
which  encloses  the  navy  yard  would  pot  furnish 
a  sufficient  warehouse  for  the  property ;  and  to 
carry  on  tbit  supposition,  if  a  convocation  of  the 
real  sufferers  in  these  ajggres^ions  could  be  effect- 
ed^  a  great  multitude  would  animate  this  desert 
city.  The  li^t  of  bankruptcies  should  likewise 
be  produced ;  you  would  bring  the  sufferers  from 
every  part  of  the  United  Sutes^ 

In  this  group  we  should  see  every  kind  of  im- 
porting^, wholesaleand  retail  merchant — thefttriaer 
who  raised  ^he  prodoce,  thameohknic  who  worked 
up  the  raw  material,  the  ship  owners,  the  ship- 
carpenter  and  his  numerous  boat  of  joumeymea, 
the  creditors, of  each  class;  and  at  the  heels  of 
these  people  you  might  introduce  the  eonstabUs 
and  sheriffs  with  their  executions,  apd  the  tax 

fatherers ;  and  if  silence  was  supposed  to  he  tn-- 
ered  for  U^e  compiaints  of  each  class  to  he  heard, 
we  should  find  in  the  commercial  class  a  distin-, 
guished  orator  from  Boston,  pleading  the  cause  of 
the  merchant  ^  so  from  New  York,  one  from  Bal* 
timore,  Philadelphia,  and  Charleston.  Thus  Brit- 
ish aggressions  would  be  visually  Und  mentally 
unfolded  to  the  view,  and  doubts  couid  no  longer 
be  entertained  of  its  enormity. 

But  a  stranger  to  these  outrages  would  be  sur- 
prised to  be  told,  that  this  was  a  secondary  class 
of  iniuries;  upon  which  the  subject  of  impressment 
should  be  introduced  to  bis  view.  About  twenty 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  commencement  of 
this  infernal  practice — this  outrage  upon  the  bomir 
of  our  flag,  and  this  atuck  upon  the  personal  lib- 
erty and  personal  security  of  American  eitixene. 
The  number  of  native  and  naturalized  seaman 
impressed  from  our  merchant  vessels  and  sedaoed 
(rom  our  merchant  service,  cannot  be  estimated 
at  less  than  Mty  th,ousand  during  this  period  of 
twenty  years,  and  retained  in  bondage  daring 
life,  or  who  have  escaped  by  desertion  or  the  in-* 
teiference  of  oar  Ooverament.    The  condition  af 


4e5 


misTORy  of  congrbbs. 


466 


DfiOEMfeElf,1811. 


fhreign  BekUiont^ 


H.ofR* 


tbtse  fffly  thotrsand  men  has  been  more  infoIer-i 
able  than  that  of  the  malefactor  in  the  penitenrti- 1 
ary  or  woilc- house.    Who  could  detail  the  misery  ' 
of  these  ipen  ?    Who  coald  number  tb«  strifes  | 
inflicted  upon  their  naked  skin  at  the  yard-arm  j 
by  a  s^Kond  lieutenant  or  midshipman  ? .  Who  ; 
could  enumerate  the  isrnominioas  scars  left  by 
thecat-o-nine-tails  ?    This  scourge,  this  infamous 
practice,  does  not  fail  alone  upon  the  unfortunate 
tir,  the  hardy  seaman — Convoke  the  fathers,  moth- 
ers, brothers,  sisters,  wires,  and  children  of  these 
▼icttms  of  maritime  despotism,  and  hear  from  them 
their  tale  of  sorrow,  am}  let  an  hundred  pens  re- 
cord their  sighs  and  groans  which  are  now  given 
in  vain  to  the  idle  wind. 

Bat  to  close  this  scene,  the  death  of  Robert 
Ho#ell  wilt  show  the  connexion  of  this  infamy 
with  irational  honor. 

It  is  well  authenticated  that  tf  number  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  were  serving  on  ^oard  the  British 
8hip*of-war  the  Little  Beh.  during  her  engagetinent 
with  Comnrodore  Rodgers — that  these  men,  upon 
refusing  to^fight  against  their  own  country,  were 
menao^  with  deatb-^that  durins  the  engagement 
a  certain  Robert  Howell  of  New  York  was  wound- 
ed with  a  cannon  ball,  his  whole  thigh  was  shot 
ofP-that  jtist  before  his  death,  while  inthe  act  of 
sending  to  some  relation  some  token  of  remem- 
brance, a  British  officer  inquired,  how  he  did — that 
Howell  replied  ana  told  him  he  was  dying;  and 
said  **  uee  to  what  you  have  bfought  me,  to  force 
me  to  fight  against  my  brothers ;  my^  own  country-' 
men  have  taken  my  life  thirotigh  your  ip?ansJ' 
Let  the  curtain  drop  and  hide  Che  lK)dy  of  How- 
ell from  our  sight  1 

Thus  twenty-eight  years  have  elapsed,  and  the 
only  remedy  which  we  have  attempted  against 
these  drying  enormities  has  been  negotiation  and 
remonstrance,  and  «o  far  from  producing  any  bene- 
ficial efi^t,  Great  Britain  has  itfade  new  Lnnova- 
tlons  and  urged  new  pretensions,  Vin til  the  neutral 
rif  hts  of  the  Uiiited  States  are  entirely  desti^oyed. 
Let  it  not  be  forgotten.. that  for  the  abuses  enume- 
rated war  is  not  alone  urged)  but  those  practices^ 
now  continue  and  are  put  in  more  ngorous*  exe- 
cution. We  would  agree  to  suffer  the  injuries 
inflicted  fbrthesake  of  peace;  but  no  principle  of 
piracy  is  relinquished,  nor  is  any  abuse  changed, 
and  the  United  States  are  now  the  victims  of  this 
desolating  system.  May  (he  wrath  of  this  nation 
kindle  into  a  dime  and  become  a  consuming  fire! 
Though  slow  to  anger,  may  Iter  indignation  be 
like  the  mshing  of  mighty  waters '^dd  the  volca- 
nic eruptions  of  Hecia  !         * 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  called  the 
military  regular  forces  tnetcenaries.  If  by  this 
appellation  any  reproach  or  degradation  is  in- 
tended, its  kisiice  and  propriety  is  denied.  In 
times  Hke  the  present,  when  dangers  thicken  Upon 
US,  at  the  moment  when  we  are  compelled  by 
most  wanton  tyranny  upon  the  high  seas,  and  upon 
land  may  be  added,  to  abandon  our  peacefulbab- 
its  for  the  din  of  arms^  officers  and  soldiers  in  this 
country  are  governed  by  the  noWe  feelings  of  pa- 
triotism and  of  valor.  The  history  of  the,  world 
may  be  ransacked ;  other  nations  may  be  brouglit 


in  review  before  us,  and  examples  of  greater  he- 
roism cannot  be  quoted,  than  shall  be  performed 
in  battle  by  our  officers  «nd  spldiers,  military,  and 
naval,  and  marine.  The  deeds  of  their  ancestors 
would  be  before  them ;  glory  would.animate  their 
bosoms,  and  love jof  country  would  nerve  the  heart 
to  deeds  of  mighty  fame.  If,  therefore,  there 
should  not  be  a  diminution  of  respect  for  those 
who  entertain  an  opinion  so  degrading  to  our 
army,  it  should  at  least  be  understood  that  suoh 
opinions  do  not  lessen  t))e  confidence  due  to  those 
who  faithfully  serve  their  country,  and  who 
would  lay  down  their  life  for  it.  This  reflection 
brings  to  memory  the  late  tdemorable  conflict 
upon  the  Wabash.  Gk>vernor  Harrison  pitched  his 
tents  near  thd  Pronhet'ti  town ;  and  although  this 
fanatic  bad  lus  followers  collected,  and  the  Amer- 
catt  forces  were  anxious  to  finish  work  by  an  open 
and  day-light  engagement,  if  (here  was  a  neces- 
sitjr  to  -resort  to  arms,  their  im(»etuous  valor  was 
easily  stayed,  when  they  were  informed  that  the 
white  flag  of  peace  was  to  be  hoisted  next  morn- 
ing^ and  the  effusion  of  blood  was  to  be  spared. 
But  in  the  silent  watches  of  the  night,  relieved 
from  the  fatigues  of  valor,  and  slumbering  under 
the  perfidious  ftrom^es  of  the  savages,  who  were 
infuriated  and' made  drunk  by  British  traders, 
dreaming  of  the  tender  smile  of  a  mother,  and  the 
fond  emoraces  of  affectionate  w4ves,  and  of  prat- 
tling children  upon  their  knets,  on  their  return 
from  the  fatigues  of  a  campaign  I — the  destroyers 
came  with  the  silent  instruments  of  death,  the 
war  club,  the  scalping  knffe^  the  tomahawk,  and 
the  bow  and  arrow;  with  these  they  penetrate 
into -Che  heart  bf  our  forces— they  enter  the  tenu 
of  our  officers^-many  close  their  eyes  in  death- 
it  was  a  trying  moment  for  the  rest  of  onr  heroes, 
but  they  were  equal  to  the  dreadful  occasion.  The 
America!!  forc^  flew  to  arms ;  they  rallied  at  the 
voice  of  their  officers,  and  soon  checked  the  work 
of  death.  The  savages  were  <su<fce»<ively  and 
successfully  charged  and  driven  until  day-light, 
when  theyt  disappeared  like  the  mist  of  morningl 
In  this  dreadful  copflict  many  were  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  sides ;  and  the  volunteers  and  the 
regiment  under  Colonel  Boyd  acted  and  fought 
with  equal  bravery  and  to  their  immortal  honor. 
The  volunteers  from  Kentucky  were  men  of  valor 
and  worth — young  men  of  hopeful  pro5peet8,  and 
married  men  of  reputation  and  intelligence,  gov- 
erned by  no  mercenary  views^— honor  prompted 
them  to  serve  their  country.  ^  Some  of  these  fallen 
heroes  were  my  acquaintances,  my  friends:  one 
not  the  least  conspicuous  lived  in  my  district — 
Colonel  Owens;  Colonel  Daviess,  a  neighbor. 
You,  Mr.  Speaker,  know  the  worth  of  some  of 
these  men ;  and  I  regret  that  you  are  not  in  my 
place  to  speak  their  praise.  So  long  as  the  re- 
cords of  this  transaction  remain,  the  9th  of  No- 
vember will  not  be  forgotten, and  time  shall  only 
brighten  the  fame  of  the  deeds  of  our  armv,  and 
a  tear  shall  be  shed  for  those  who  have  tallen. 
But  the  loss  will  not  be  felt  by  the  pubtio  alone: 
the  friends  of  their  social  hours  will  regret  their 
loss ;  the  widow  will  mourn  her  disconsolate  situ- 
ation ;  the  orphan  shall  cry  for  the  return  of  bds 
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father  io  vaini  and  the  mother  carry  her  sorrow 
to  the  grave.  Let  this  oroatnefited  ball  be  clothed 
with  the  symbols  of  mourDing,  although  our  army 
proved  victorious  in  war;  ahd  to  their  memory 
let  a  monument  be  erected  in  the  hearts  of  a  grate- 
ful country. 

Mr.  WRiGHT.-^Mr.  Speaker,  I. must  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  deliver  m^  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  tbe 
most  importani  that  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  I,  sir,  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  varying  the  question  from  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,) 
wbd  yesterday  considered  it  a  question  of  peace 
or  war.  I  shall  consider  it  as  a  question  of  war 
or  submission,  dire  alternatives,  of  which,  how- 
ever, I  trust  no  honest  American  can  hesitate' in 
choosing,  when  the  question  is  correctly  stated 
and  distinctly  understoocl.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  contends  that  it  is. a  dispute  about  the 
carrying  trade,  brousht  on  us  by  the  cupidity  of 
the  American  mercnar^ts,  in  which  the  farmer 
and  planter  have  little  interest ;  that  he  will  not 
consent  to  tak  his  cohstituents  to  carry  on.  a  war 
for  it;  that  the  enemy  is  invylneranle  on  the 
^*  mountain  wave,"  the  element  of  our  wrongs,, 
but  should  they  violate  the.'^fui^o^  aobimi^^'he 
would  point  ill  the  energies  of  the  nation  and 
avenge  the  wrong.  Was  that  gentleman  stricken 
on  the  nose  by  a  man  so  tall  that  he  could  not 
reach  his  nose,  I  strongly  incline  to  think  his 
manly  pride  would  not  permit  him  to  decline  the 
conflict.  Sir,  the  honorable  member  is  incorrect 
in  his  premises,  and,  of  course,  in  his  conclusions. 
1  will  endeavor  to  convince  hind  of  this,  and 
shall  be  gratified  if  I  can  eplist  his  talents  on  tbe 
side  of  a  bleeding  country.  Sir,  the  violations  of 
the  commercial  rights  of  which  we  complain  do 
not  only  embrace  the  carrying  trade,  properly  so 
called,  but  also  the  carryinjpr  of  the  products  of 
our  own  soil,  the  fruits  of  our  own  industry; 
these,  although  injurious  only  to  our  property, 
are  just  causes  of  war.  But,  sir,  the  impressment 
of  our  native  seamen  is  a  stroke  at  the  vitals  of 
liberty  itself,  and  although  it  does  not  touch  the 
^^natale  sofurn^^^  yet  it  enslaves  the  ^^nativos 
jilios*^ — the  native  sons  of  America;  and,  in  the 
ratio  that  liberty  is  preferable  to  property,  ouffht 
to  enlist  the  patriotic  feelings  of  that  honorable 
member,  and.  make  bis  bosom  bum  with  that 
holy  fire  that  inspired  th^  patriots  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

Sir,  the  carrying  trade — by  which  I  mean  the 
carrying  articles. the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  a  foreign  clime — except  articles  con- 
traband of  war^s  as  much  the  right  of  the 
American  people  as  the  carrying  the  products  of 
their  own  soil,  and  is  not  only  secured  by  the  law 
of  nations,  but  by  tbe  positive  provisions  of  the 
Britibh  Treaty.  To  us,  sir,  it  is  an  all-important 
riffht.    W^  import  from  the  Weet  Indies,  annu- 


ally, property  to  the  amount  of  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  for  which  we  pay  in  the  products  of  our 
own  soil;  of  this,  ten  millions  only  are  consumed 


in  the  United  States,  and  the  surplus  tnirty  mil 
lions  are  exported  to  ioreiga  countries,  on  which 


the  American  merchant  pays  three  per  cent,  on 
the  duties  to  the  United  States,  obtains  the  profits 
on  the  freight  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
furnisher  a  niarket  for  American  productions  to 
the  same  amounts  The  honorable  gentleoMin 
from  Virginia  said,  that  that  little  spot  in  Mary- 
land, Baltimore,  which  was  well  fortified  and 
secure  from  an  attack,  had  unbpunded  influence ; 
"that  the  lords  of  Baltimore'^  governed  the  Rep- 
resentativea  of  Maryland  in  their  votes  on  this 
subj^t.-  No,  sir,  eVery  district  of  Maryland  sol- 
emnly protests  agai^st^snbmission  to  any  foreign 
Power,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  approve  tbe 
votes  of  their  members  on  this  floor,  '^  to  prepare 
foi*  war,"  or  for  war  itself,  rather  than  submis- 
sion. Baltiqiore,  by  the  industry  and  copofner- 
cial  enterprise  of  her  citizens,  has  grown  out  of 
the  sea  into  a  ^reat  commercial  city,  haji<liffuaed 
the  benefits  of  commerce  into  every  sect ioa  of 
the  Stale,  by  making  a  great  demand  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  soil  and  industry,  and  a  consequent 
increase  of  price,  whereby  every  foot  of  land  in 
Maryland  is  made  more  valuable,  and  whereby 
the  interest  of  every  part  of  the.  State  is  identi- 
^ed  with  theirs;  for  this  she  is  justly  entitled  to 
our  respect'  But,  sir,  she  has  no  occasion  to  in- 
fuse her  patriotic  nre — so  pre-eminent  i^  thecaae 
of  the  Chesapeake — into  the  Represientatives  of 
Maryland.  They  know  the  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  will  most  certainly  obey  them* 

Mc.  Speaker,  I  hope  if  the  gentlenaan  from 
Virginia  will  not  defend  the  carrying  of  foreign 
articles,  he  will  defend  the  carrjring  the  products 
of  jour  own. soil,  a  right  most,  disgracefully  tio- 
lated.  When  our  own  citizeirs  have  been  carry- 
itig  provisions — the  produce  of  their  own  soil,  in 
their'own  s^ps-*-to  feed  tbe  armies  of  England, 
and  her,  allies  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  they 
have  been  captured  on  their  homeward-bound 
passage,  on  their  own  coast,  and  coiuleraned  in  a 
British  Court  of  Admiralty.  If  this  does  not  in- 
spire him,  yet  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  when 
he  reflects  on  the  impressment  of  our  native 
American  seamen, -while  carrying  the  prod  acts 
of  our  own  industry  to .  market,  thousands  of 
whom^at  this  moment,.are  Unguishing  under  the 
ignominious  scourge,  on  board  tbe  infernal  float- 
ing castles  of  Great  Britain,  he  will  feel  like  an 
American^  devoted  to  avenge  their  wrongs.  He 
has  s^id,  that  if  Great  Britain  had  an  agency  in 
exciting  the  Indians  to  the  massacre  of  the  troops 
under  Governor  Harrison,  he  would  avenge  it. 
Sir,  can  he  then  feel  le^  bound  to  avenge  the 
slavery  and  death  of  American  impressed  sea- 
men, committed  directly  by  Britons  themselves, 
t^an  the  death  of  citizens  by  tbe  savages  through 
a  British  agency  ?  J  should  like  to  hear  him  ex- 
ercise his  logical  talent  in  the  discrimlniition  of 
these  cases,  which,  however  profound,  would,  I 
presume,  be  inefleotual  to  that  purpose.  Sir,  the 
impressment  of  American  seamen  is  of  ancient 
date.  The  outrage  was  remonstrated  against  by 
our  Wasbimotqn,  and  by  every  Adminstration 
since,  and  every  diplomatic  energy,  in  every  Ad- 
ministration, exerted  to  put  a  stop  to  this,  inla- 
mous  practice,  in  vain. 
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Mf.  Speaker,  I  ask  honorable  jfenilemen  '\(  i^e 
are  not  bouod  by  the  most  solema  ties  to  protect 
our  seamen  by  all  the  lawful  i&eans  we  possess? 
I  have  ever  considered  that  protection  and  alle* 
giance  were  reciprocal  obligations — the  counter- 
parts of  eftch  other;  that  the  protection  .of  the 
citizen  in  bis  liberty  was  secured  to  hkn  by  the 
Constitution,  an4  every  member  of  the  GFoTem- 
mem  bound  hj  oath  to  support  that  Constitution, 
securing  to  him  that  right.'  I  ask,  should. an 
impressed  Ameridkn  teaman  who  bad  been  for 
seven  years  uifder  the  lash,  and  whom  we  had, 
during  that  time  neglected,  be  indicted  for  higt^ 
treason  when  found,  with  our  enemies,  in  arm6 
against  us — should  he  plead  speoiaHv  thit  facr^ 
would  it  avail  him?  And  if ,it  would  not,  bow 
can  we  neglect  to  protect  bim  in  his  liberty,  se- 
cured by  the  social  compact  which  we  are  bound 
by  oath  to  execute?  Mr.  Speaker,  It  is  well 
known  that  my  sympathies  have  always  been 
enlisted  for  this  hardy  and  valuable  class  of  oor 
fellow-citizens^  'who,thoug1i  poor,  yet  as  '^  hone&t 
tars,''  pl-overbially,  in  a  peculiar  manner  are.  en- 
titled- to  our  protection.    . 

Sir,  we  all  recollect  the  <;aptare  of  the  Phila- 
delphia by  the  Turks,  and  We  can  never  forget 
how  the,  news  of  so  many  of  dor  fellow-citizens 
being  scrbjected  to  Turkish  bondage,  in  a  moment 
so  electrified  thesympathiesof  the  American  peo-. 
pie  that  a  squadron  was,  without  delay,  despatched 
to  the  Mediterranean,  and  a  li^rge  sum  of  mottey 
voted  for  their  ransom.  But,  sir,  the  murder  of 
Pierce,  in  our  o*n  waters;  the  killing  of  our  cit- 
izens in  the  Chesftpeake ;  the  hanging  of  Wilson 
in  cotd  blood,  taken  out  of  that  ship  by  violence ; 
and  the  very  recent  case  of  the  American  citi- 
zen impressed  into  the  |' Little  Belt 'v'  and  com- 
pelled to  fight  a^inst  his  own  countrymen,  and 
who  was  killed  in  that  action,  are  fresh  in  our 
recollection.  And  if  these  outraged,  which  cry 
aloud  for  vengeanc^^do  nqt  animate  you,  I  fear 
the  sacred  fire  that  inspired  yddr  fathers  in  the 
Revolution  is  nearly  eztinguisaed,andthe  liberty 
of  their  degenerate  sons  in  jeopardy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
declared  that,  if  he  could  believe  that  the  late' 
massacre  of  the  troops,  in  the  attack  on  Governor 
Harrison  by  the  Indians,  under  the  Prophet,  was 
the  effect  of  British  agency,  he  would  unite  with 
ii!<,  heart  and  hand,  and  per&onally  assist  toavenge 
the  bloody  deed.  I  feel  a  confidence,  that;  if  the 
gentleman  will  attend. to  the  circumstances  of 
this  case,  and  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British  Government,  he  will  feel 
so  doubt  of  the  fact.  1  will  rak(9  the  libertv  of 
pointing  the  gentleman's  attentidn  to  some  of  the 
prominent  features  of  that  Government,  which 
will  go  far  in  establishing  that  fact.'  When  Dun- 
more,  Governor  of  Virginia  in  1775,  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  quit  the  seat  of  government,  and  go  on 
board  the  fleet  for  safety  from  the  Revolutionary 
yeogeance  of  the  patriou  of  Virgitiia— at  a  period, 
too,  when  the  Americans  ^'ere  suing  for  justice 
by  tbeir  humble  petitions  to  the  King  and  Parlia- 
ment; and  when  that  Chatham,  the  gentleman 
fjpom  Virginia  has  so  highly  extolled,  was  the  ad- 


vocate of  our  violated  righta-^Dunmore  issued  a 
proclamation  inviting  the  negroes  to  his  staLndard ; 
to  cut  the  throats  of  their  masters;  and  promised 
them  a  pardon.  This  fact,  I  know,  from  having 
presented  that  proclamation  to  a  court  at  North- 
ampton in  Virgmia,  to  induce  them  to  commute 
the  punishment  of  death,  parsed  on  some  of  the 
victims  of  hi?  perfidy,  td  working  in  the  mines; 
which  they  did.  I  will  next  remind  the  gentle- 
man of  the  speech  of  Lord  Dorchester  to  the  la- 
diatis  after  the  peace,  in  which  he  advices  them 
to  use  the  tomanawk  and  scalping-knife,  where- 
by numbers  of  the  inhabrtants  of  the  frontiers, 
of  all  ages,  sexear,  and  conditions,  )Were  sacrificed. 
This  was  the  cause  of  the  Indian  war  that  shortly 
after  took  place.  This  fact  was  attested  by  the 
i^ewspapers '  of  the  day,  which  had  universal 
credit-     -  i     r 

•  Th^se  cases  go  to  prove  thi^t  the  principles  that 
ought  to  govern  civilized  nations  have,  at  all 
times,  been  totally  disregarded  by  the  ofli^rs  aotf 
agents  of  that  Government.  After  these  cases, 
we  shall  feet  little  hesitation  in  believing  there 
was  a  British  agency  in  the  case  of  the  massacre 
by  the  Prophet'it  troops  on  Governor  Harrison's 
detachment,'  when  the  circumsti^nces  relied  on 
are  duly-  conaidefecT.  .  At  the  late  gr^t  council 
with  Governor  flarrison,  the '  chiefs  of  many 
tribes  wers^  coovenedL  all  of  whom,  except  Te- 
'Cumseb,  the  Prophet's  brother,  in  tbeir  speeches 
avowed  their  friendly  dispositions,  and  devotion 
to  peace  with  the  United  States.  Tecumseb, 
who,  with  a  number  of  his  tribe,  came  from  Fort 
Maiden;  in  Canada,  declared  his  bo^tile  inten- 
tions against  the  United  States,  left  the  council 
with  that  avowed  intention,  and  returned  again 
to  Fort  Maiden.  Shortly  after  this,'  the  Shaw- 
anees  assembled  a  large  body  ia  arms  in  tbe 
Indiana  Territory,  under  the  Prophet,  and  com- 
mitted the  assault  on  the  troops  of  Governor 
Harrison,  though  they  have  paid  for  their  temer- 
ity. This,  1  trust,  connected  a«  it  t^  with  the  im- 
morality and.  extraordinary  pretensions  of  that 
Government  At  this  crisis,  will  satisfy,  not  only 
the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia,  but  this  House,  of 
a  British  agency  in  the  case. 

But  to  divert  our  attention  from  the  wrongs  of 
which  we  complin,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
tells  its  that  our  own  restrictive  system  has  un- 
done us ;  that  our  cotton  is  reduced  to  seven  cents, 
and  our  tobacco  to  nothing.  Sir,  there  are  now 
no  restrictions  to  the  exportation  of  these  articles, 
and  if  that  had  been  the  cause,  on  its  removal  the 
effect  would  have  ceased  with  it.  No.  sir,  we  are 
to  look  for  the  cause  of  the  reduction  of  the  prices 
of  our  potton  and  tobacco  in  the  politic^al  aad 
commercial  history  of  Europe.  The  price  of  cot- 
ton depends  on  tbe  demand  for  the  manufactures 
of  that  article ;  tbe  English-made  cottons  depend- 
ed on  the  continental  markets,  from  which  the 
British  .manufactures  are  excluded.  The  price  of 
tobacco  never  was  materially  varied  by  the  con- 
sumption in  Eoglatid,  but  depended  on  the  for- 
eign demand  from  Great  Britain,  which,  by  their 
exclusion  from  the  continent,  is  almost  entirely 
arrestcKl.    Sir,  if  we  examine,  with  candor,  the 
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cause  of  the  reduction  of  the  priees  of  these  arti- 
cles)  we  shail  find  that  the  retaliatory  system  of 
the  two  great  belliffereDts  produced  it:  "  The  Brit- 
ish procfamation  blockading  system,"  of  1806,  in- 
duced the  continental  blockade  of  1807,  and  ulti-* 
mately  the  interdiction  of  all  articles  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
Continent. 

America,  ever  faithful  to  -herself,  determined 
td  preserve  a  state  of  neutrality,  and  not  to  com- 
mit her  destinies  with  either  of  th^  great  belli- 
gerents who  were  deciding  the  rise  aid  fall  of 
empires,  by  the  sword,  and  recording  their  desti- 
nies in  blood.  Our  policy  was  peace,  and  in  this 
we  persevered  with  a  d^ree  ot  equanimity  un- 
exampled in  the  amtals  of  the  world  i  nor,  sir, 
was  the  non*intercourse  act,  now  so  Violently 
complained  of  by  .Great  Britain,  marked  with  t^e 
slightest  shade  of  partiality.  By  that  a^t,  at  the 
same  tirae,'and,  as  it  were^  '^unojlatu/*  we  offered 
to  both  nations  the  same  terms,  agreed  not  to  im- 
port any  articles,  the  growth,^produce,  or  manu- 
facture, of  the  other,  her  colonies  or  dependencies, 
on  either  revoking  their  edicts  violating  our  neu* 
tral  conimerce,  unle^  they  should,  within  three 
months  thereafter,  revoke  their  edicts.  The  Em- 
peror of  the  French  did  revoke  his  4eeree«.  but 
the  British  did  not  revoke  their  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil within  the  three  months,  but  Congress,  in  her 
peaceful  policy^  by  a  law,  intited  her,  and  au- 
thorized her  to  do  it  at  any  time;  so  that,  in  fact^ 
she  may  be  considered  as  fixing  the  irestrictions 
of  which  she  complains,  on  herself;  as  she  has  it 
in  her  power  to  remove  them  at  her  will  and 
pleasure. 

Sir,  the  monstrous  pretension^  insisted  on  by 
her  Minister,  pear  the  United  States,  Were  not 
less  exceptionable  in  their  matter.  However,  the 
American  Miniate/,  in  a  style  and  manner  that 
did  honor  to  his  head  ami  his  heart,  detected 
and  exposed  their  fallacies,  and  placed  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  that  high  ground  her  just  claims 
entitled  her  to  hold,  and  gave  a  celebrity  to  that 
Slate  paper,  that  it  will  be  quoted  with  pride  by 
the  American  statesman,  as  the  mirror  of  BritUh 
insolence. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  that  the  gentleman  from 
ViqS^inia  should  ascribe  to  gentlemen  of  the  West, 
a  disposition  for  war,  with  a  view  to  raise  the 

Srice  of  their  hemp;  or  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
forth,  with  a  view  to  raise  the  price  of  their 
beef  prnd  flour.  These,  sir,  are  selflsh  motives, 
and  siieh  1  cannot,  for  a  mdment,  believe,  will  be 
taken  into  consideration ;  tbey  will,  with  every 
other  section  of  the  Union,  unite  in  deciding  ir 
on  its  merits;  they  will  count  the  wrongs  we 
have  sustained ;  they  will  reflect  tharthe  honor, 
the  interest,  and  the  very  independence,  of  the 
United  States,  is  directly  attacked ;  they  will,  as 
guardians  of  the  nation's  rights,  agreeabl  v  to  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Administration,  "put  the  United  Sutes 
intoan  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  by  the  cri- 
sis, and  correspondent  with  the  national  spirit  and 
expectations;''  they  will  prepare  to  chastise  the 
wrongs  of  the  British  Cabinet,  which  the  Presi- 
dent tells  us,  "  have  the  character  as  well  as  the 


effect  of  war,  on  our  commercial,  rights,  which 
no  independent  nation  can  relinquish."  They 
will  decide  wiA  the  President,  the  Executive,  or- 
gan of  the  nation'ii  will,  *'  that  tbe5e  wrongs  are 
no  longer  to  be  endured."  Thev  will  decide  with 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  '*  that  for- 
bearance! longer  to  rep^  these  wrongs  has  qeased 
to  be  a  virtue,"  and,  1  hop<^  they  will  decide  with 
me,  that  submission  is  a  cmne ;  and,  sir,  if  they 
wiu  examine  a  document  on  that  table,  1  qiean 
the  returns  of  the  twelfth  Congress,  and  compare 
them  with  the  eleventh,  they  will  fiod  nearly  one 
half  of.  the  elevepth  Congress  removed.  This,  sir. 
may  correctly  be  considered  as  the  sentence  ot 
the  option  against  the  doctrine  of  submission ;  it 
is  certainly  an  expression  of  the  nauon's  will,  in 
a  lari^^ge  not  to  be  misunder^ood,  and  too  se- 
rious m  its  application  not  to  be  respected.  We 
have  also;  sir,  the  expression  of  Maryland,  through 
her  Senate,  who  unanimously  approifed  the  spir- 
ited resolutions,  introduced  by  the  late  Governor, 
who  did  not  suffer  his  exposed  situation,  so  alarm- 
ing, in  the  opinion  of  the  sentleman  from  Vir- 
gioia,  to  d^ter  him  from  doing  his  dutyr.  We 
have/ abo,  sir,  the  resolutiona  of  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  anliooest  test  of  their  non-sub- 
missiob.princip)es.  Mr. Speaker,  I  cannot  forbear 
the  remark  that,  while  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia ascribes  to  the  West  and  to  the  North  in- 
terested motive's,  he  confesses  that  the  situation 
of  the  blacks  in  the  State  he  represents,  impressed 
as  they  are  with  the  new  French  principles  of. 
liberty,  and  their  desire  for  the.fratern^  hug,  are 
seriously  to  be  feared ;  that  these  new  principles 
have  been  taught  them  by  the  pedlers  from  the 
Gast,  who,  white  they  sell  their  trinkets^  incul- 
cate these  doctrines.  He  suffers  his  fears  for  the 
State  he  repreaenu,  in  (be  ev«nt  of  a  war,  on  a«- 
count  of  the  blacks,,  to  interest  him ;  and  had  he 
nqt  told  us  tha^.if  the  ^^natale  sdum^^  was  touch- 
ed, of  that,  if  there  was  a  British  agency  in  the 
late  attack  on  Governor  Harrison,  he  would  go  to 
war,  I  should  have  been  readv  to  conclude  that, 
as  the  stale  of  the  blacks  would  be  a  permanent 
objection,  no  cause  could  occur  that  would  in- 
duce him  to  go  to  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  ^ys, 
he  expects  \h  be  charged  with  being  under  Brit- 
ish influence ;  however,  he  disregarded  it^  1  as- 
sure him  1  shall  not  be  one  of  his  accusers ;  1  be- 
lieve him  governed  by  Aimae{^  and  influenced  by 
pure  American  motives,  and  that,  if  he  saw  the 
subject  as  I  do,  his  bosom  would  burU  with  the 
same  sacred  fire  tq  iivenge  our  wrongs ;  and  were 
I  to  hear  him  charged  in  his  absence  with  British 
influence,  I  should  repel  it,  notwithstanding  he 
has  told  us,  in  a  prideful  manner,  that  he  had  de- 
scended froM  British  ancestors;  that,  from  a 
Shakspeare  he  had  formed  his  Uste,  from  a  Locke 
his  mind,  from  a  Chatham  his  politics,  from 
a  Sydney  his  patriotism,  from  a  Tillotson  his 
religion.  Mr.  Speaker,  had  I  been  that  honor- 
able member,  I  should  have  boasted  a  nobler 
line  of  ancestry  ;  I  should  have  claimed  mf 
descent  from  the  beardless  Powhatan,  and  the 
immortal  Pocahontas ;  and  I  should  hare  takea 
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89  models,  from  my.  own  State,  a  Henry  for  my 
eloquence,  a  Jeffersbn  for  my  politics,  a  Wash- 
ington for  my  patriotism,  and  a  Madison,  or  ra- 
ther the  Oracles  of  Revelation,  for  my  relieibo. 
Bat,  sir,  1  am  myself  so  much  a  Roman,  that  I 
can  truly  say,  in  their  language, 

**  Aut  genus  out  proavoSt  aut  q^a  non  ficttmu  ipse, 
viz  ea  nostra  voco" 
**  Honor  and  shame  from  no  conditioii  rile, 
Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  Het/' 

Sir,  the  charge  of  foreign  influence,  and  the  re- 
crimination  of  one  political  party  by^  the  other, 
are  unpleasant  things.  I  should  rejoice  to  see 
the  curtain  of  oblivion  drawn  oyer  them,  and  all 
uniting  under  the  nobler  distinction  of  American^ 

I,  sir,  feel  it  due  to  the  Federalists  of  Maryland 
to  declai'e  that,  when  the  outrage  was  comitoitted,. 
on  the  Chesapeake,  they  expressed  an  equal  zeal 
to  avenge  the  wrong,  and  to  volunteer  their  ser- 
Tiees  under  the  standard  of  *tbeir  common  coun- 
try. Nor,  sir,  can  L  from  the  pleasing  aspect  thjs 
House  presented  when  actin j^  on  the  first  resolu- 
tion, feci  a  doubt  that  they  will,  on  all  proper  oc- 
casions, zealously  co-operate  in  protecting  the 
solid  interests  of  this  country,  td  which  their  den- 
tin iet  are  committed. 

Sir,  I  sincerely  regret  that  the  gentleman  frooi 
Virginia  should  treat,  with  so  much  freedom,  that 
class  of  society,  which,  in  case  of  a  war,  must 
make  the  standing  army.  It  was  iHf  calculated 
to  aid  the  recruiting  service,  to  call  them  <^  the 
8Couringi»  of  the  seaports,  to  be  collected  by  the 
scavengers  of  thfe  army,"  "  the  engines  of  despot- 
iam,**  ever  dangerous  to  liberty.  This  could 
have  no  gobd  effect.  That  there  is  a  mixed  soci- 
ety in  the  seaports  I  admit— adventurers  from  all 
nations*— but  the  great 'mass^of  our  people  are  truly 
respectable;  and  I  trust  the  honesty- of  their  prin* 
eipfes  is  not  to  be  measured  by  any  standard  of 
wealth.  The  usual'  bounty  and  pay,  with  the, 
160  acres  of  land,  and  the  love  of  their  country, 
wtii  induce  our  respectable  young  nfen  to  enlfst ; 
tbey  wtll  never  sufierihose  rights;  their  inherit 
tonce,  parehaked  by  the  blood  of  their  flBithers  of 
the  Revolation,  to  be  lost  by  the  degeneracy  of  their 
•ens.  I  wish  gentlemen,  when  they  speak  of  the 
toldiery,  would  recollect  how  they  came  into  this 
HDasO)  and  by  whose  blood  the  independency  of 
the  United 'States  was  purchased.  Bif,  if  they 
will  examine  their  own  history,  they  will  find  that 
tke  tax  in  blood  was  paid  by  the  poor  ip  the  m* 
tio  of  sixty-four  to  four,  the  number  of  privates 
when  conipared  with  the  officers ;  and,  indeed, 
tbey  will  ind  that  many  of  the  best  officers  were 
poor.  Sir,  we  know  many  of  the  privates  of  tbat 
amy  who  are  now  among  the  most  respeetable 
of  oar  citizens. 

Sir,  have  we  forgotten  the  disinterested  patriot- 
ism of  a  Paulding,  a  Williams,  and  a  Vanwert, 
who  conducted  Andre  to  the  gibbet  ?  They  were 
poor,  but  honest-^-gold  could  not  corrupt  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  same  patriotism  that  inspired 
their  fathers,  yet  inspires  their  sons.  We  have, 
with  national  pride,  seen  a  Somers,  a  Wads- 
wortb)  and  an  hrael,  to  liberate  their  brothers  in 


arms  from  Turkish  slavery,  perform  a  prodigy  of 
valoi^  unexampled  io  the  pages  of  history.  It  has 
been  honorably  recorded  in  the  archives  of  Con- 
gress; and  their  raonuoients  in  the  Navy  Tafd  will 
ever  be  dear  to  American  seamen,  and  ^n  evidence 
of  the  magnanimity  of  the  naval  officers  who  at 
their  own  expense  erected  them,  and  who,  in  a 
wat  for  their  impressed  brother  tars,  I  have  no 
doubt  would  distinguish  themselves  whenever  an 
occasion  presented  itself. 

Bu^Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentle^nan  from  Virginia 
could  he  be  reconciled  to  a  war  and  a  regular 
army,  would  have,  as  he  tells  us,  insuperable  dif- 
ficulties on  account  of  a  commander-in-chief.  He 
says  we  have  no  Washington,  and  that  our  pres- 
ent chief mip  iBa^acqjiiitedfeUm,  Sir,  our  Wash- 
ington was  little  known  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolution,  nor.  after  he  was  known  could 
his  distinguished  character  secure  hint  against 
intrigues  to  remove  him  froqii  the  command  of 
the  Army;  however,, they  fortunately  failed.  I 
am  truly  sorry,  sir,  that  the  delicacy  of  the  situa* 
^n  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  the  more 
delicate  situation  of  General  Wilkinson,  (now 
under  a  trial  by  a  coqrt  martialj)  had  not  restrained 
his  invectives.  In  such  a  case. the  press  is  muz- 
zled, nor  oujj^ht  such  freedom  of  speech  to  be  in- 
dulged in  this  House. 

I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  presenting  the 
resolutions  of  that  Congress,  who  yrere  distin- 
fi^uished  in  history  as  "a  constellation  of  worth- 
ies," testing  the  early,  the  active,  and  distinguish- 
ed services  of  General  Wilkinson,  a  native  6f  Ma- 
ryland, with  whom  I  have  long  been  acquainted. 
In  Noveipber  6,  17T7,  it  wfis 

«  Retfihti^  That  Cokmel  JaoMs  Wilkinson,  Adjutant 
(General  of  the  Northern  Amy,  in  Aonsideration  of  his 
servicM  in  that  department,  and  being  strongly  recom^ 
mended  by  General  Gates,  as  a  gallant  officer,  and  a 
promining  military  genius ;  and  having  brought  the  des- 
patches to  Congrens  giving  an  account  of  the  surrender 
of  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army,  on  the 
17th  October  last,  be  continued  in  his  present  employ- 
ment, wi^  a  brevet  of  B^gadier  General  of  the  Army 
oCthe  United  States." 

In  Noveuaber  6, 1778,  Cohgress  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  War  and 
Ordnance,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  James 
Wilkinson,  Esq.,  was  elected.  Again,  on  the  6th 
March,  1778,  we  find  this  record  of  his  patriotism 
and  magnanimity.: 

»  A  letter  of  the  3d,  from  James  WHkmson,  was  read, 
frettug  forth,  <  that  he  is  informed  the  marked  distinc* 
tion  conferred  on  him  has  occasioned  a  dissalisfactioa 
in  the  Army;'  that,  <to  obviate  any  embanrassment 
that  may  result  from  the  disposition  by  the  cooMqoeni 
resignation  of  officers  of  merit,  he  begs  leave  to  rehn*. 
quish  his  brevet  of  Brigadier,  wishing  to  hold  no  com* 
mission,  unless  he  can  wear  it  to  the  honor  and  advan<» 
tage  of  his  country ;  and  that  his  conduct,  however 
repugnant  to  fiuhionable  ambition,  he  finds  consLstent 
with  those  prindf^es  for  which  he  early  drew  his  sword 
in  the  present  contest." 
<«  Resohed,  That  his  resignatioivbe  accepted." 
Here  is  a  record  of  his  having  distinguished 
himself  in  his  early  youth,  in  the  opinion  of  Con- 
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gressjwho  presented  him  a  sword,  which  he  wor« 
wiih  distinction  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Speaker^  we  find  him  afterwards  in  the  coq- 
fidence  of  the  irreat  Wasbinoton,  when  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  8(ates^  whose  penetration  and 
knowledge  of  him  taught  him  to  Appreciate  his 
"Vf  orth ;  whoite  confidence  he  retained  till  his  death. 
We  find'  him  in  the  confidence  of  every  Adrnftn 
istration — the  favorite  of  his  country— until  he 
nipped  Burr's  treason  in  tbe  bud,  and  had  brought 
the  traitor  nearly  to  the  eibbet,  and  had  sent  On 
a  number  of  choice  spirits^  connected  with  him 
in  the  work  of  treason,  to  be  dealt  ^th  according 
to  their  crimes — an  offence  of  too  deep  a  dye  ever 
to  be  forgiven  bv  them  and  their  powerful  triends. 
Hence,  although  he  received  the  approbatton  of 
his  Government,  and  the  plaudits  of  t  gratefbi 
country,  he  jdrew  down  upon  him^lf  a  train  of 
persecutors  and  slanderers,  of  whose  history  you 
are  well  informed ;  of  whom  I  have  no  hesitation 
ia  saying,  tbat^  if  they  Wre  prosecuted  for  their 
forgeries  and  perjuries  with  half  the  zeal  that  he 
has  been  persecuted,  I  really  believe  would  not  be, 
called  acquitted  felons,,  Sir,  was  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  correctly  informed  on  the  subject, 
such  are  my  impressions  of  his  magnanimrt]^  and 
justice,  that  he  would  be  enrolled  with  the  friends 
of  the  Qeneral.  and  that.he  woold  consign  his  per* 
secutors  and  accusers  to  the  obloquy  they  so  justly 
merit. 

But,  sir,  from  a  militia  df  n^rly  eight  hundred 
thousand,  we  can  never  be  at  a  loss  to  create  a 
regular  arniy  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand ;  nor,  sir, 
can  our  liberties  ever  be  endangered  by  that  army, 
while  we  have  an  armed  militia  ofseven  hundred 
thousand,  composed  at  least  of  as  good  materials ; 
nor,  sir,  can  we  be  at  a  loss  for  a  commander  of 
thajt  army,  even  should  €leneral  Wilkinson  be 
Pandered  out  of  the  confidence  of  the  nation^  We' 
certainly  have  patriots  and  soldiers  of  talent  and 
enterprise,  who  would  have  the  confidence  of  the 
nation, 'And  who  would  lead  her  Army  to  honor 
and  glory,  and  crown  their  arms  with  success. 

Mr.  Calhodn^  after  stating  his  desire  to  give 
bis  support  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
which  be  was  a  membef,  moved  an  adjournment 
on  account  of  the  lateness  of  ihe  hour  ;  which 
was  carried.    " 


Thursdat,  December  12. 

Mr.  MitchiLl  presented  a  {Petition  of  Jacob 
Scbieffelin  and  Son,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
druggists,  praying  permission  to  import  merchan- 
dises from  the  British  island  of  Oaudaloupe,  to 
the  amount  of  debts  owin^  to  them  by  iohabttanu 
of.said  island. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  petition  of  Ogden  and 
Harrison;  merclunts,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 

graying  a  special  license  to  import  from  Great 
Iritain  a  quantity  of  brass  wire,  to  be  used  tn  the 
manufactory  of  pins,  and  in  machinery  for  draw- 
ing wire. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  petition  of  Jabez  Har- 
rison, merchant,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing permissioato  import  from  St.  Johns,  in  the 


British  province  of  New  Brunswick,  sundry  mer- 
chandises, the  sole  property  of  tbe  petitioner. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  petition  of  sondrv  ship 
owners,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
prajring  that  the  non-importation  act  of  the  sec- 
ond'of  March  last,  may  be  so  altered  or  amended 
as  to  permit  vessels  returning  from  Qreat  Britain, 
to  ballast  with  coal  instead  of  earth  and  stone, 
which  they  are  compiled,  under  the  existing 
conditions  of  the  said  act,  to  use. — Referred. sev- 
erally io  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

The  Speaker  presented  two  petitfons  from  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  one  praying 
for  an  extension  of  the  time  for  completing  the 
payments  on  pre-emption  rights  to  lands;  the 
other  praying"  that  the  said  Teriltory  knay  be 
erected  into  a  State  and  admitted  into  the  Union. 
—Laid  on  the  table. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bii^from  Uie  Senate, 
"  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'BannoB,"  was  called 
for;  Vhen  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  ^he  table. 

FOREIGN  RBLATIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  conside ration  of  tbe 
report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Calboun. — Mr* Speaker:  funderstood  the 
opinion  of.  the  Comipittee  of  Foreign  Relations 
differently  from  what  the  gentleman  from  Vir^ 
ginia  (Mr.  Ranoolph)  has  stated  to  be  his  toi- 
pression.  I  certainly  understood  that  committee 
as^  recommending  the,  measures  noW"  before  the 
Hoase  as  a  preparation  for  war;  andsueh  in  fact 
was  its  express  resolve,  agreed  to,  1  believe,  by 
every  roepiber  except  that  gentleman.  1  do  sot 
attribute  ^ny  wilful  misstatement  to  him,  but 
consider  it  the  eflfect  of  inadvertency  or  mistake. 
Indeed,  the  report  could  mean  nothing  but  war  or 
empty  menace.  I  hope  do  member  of  this  House 
is  in  favor  of  the  latter.  A  bullying,  menacing 
system  has  everything  to  condemil  and  nothing 
to  recommend  it;  lu  expense,  it  is  almost  as  con- 
siderable as  war;  it  excites  contempt  abroad,  and 
destroys  confidence  at-home.  Menaces  are  serious 
things;  and,  if  we  expect  any  good  from  them, 
they  ought  to  be  resorted  to  with  as  much  caution ^ 
and  seriousness  as  war  itself,  and  should,  if  not 
successful,  be  invariably  followed  by  it.  It  was 
not  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grphdt) 
that  made  this  a  war  question.  The  resolve  cou* 
templates  an  additional  regular  force ;  a  measure 
con  teased  iy  improper  but  as  a  preparation  for  war. 
but  undoubtedly  necessary  in  that  event..  Sir,  I 
am  not  insensible  of  the  weighty  importance  of 
this  question,. for  the  first  timd  submitted  to  this 
House,  as  a  redress  of  our  long  list  of  complainta 
against  one  of  the  belligerents;  but,  according  to 
my  mode  of  thinking  on  this  subject,  however 
serious  the  question,  whenever  I  am  on  its  affirm- 
ative side,  my  conviction  must  be  strong  and  un- 
alterable, war,  in  this  country,  ought  never  to 
be  resorted  to  but  when  it  is  clearly  justifiable 
and  necessary ;  so  much  so,  as  not  to  require  tbe 
aid  of  logic  to  convince  our  reason,  nor  the  ardor 
of  eloquence  to  inflame  our  passioos.    There  nee 
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many  r'eaeoDs  w by. this  country  should  i)ev«r  re- 
son  to  il  but  for  causei  the  most  urgeot  and  ner 
cessarv.  It  is  sufficieot  that,  iwder  a  Go?erQr 
meut  like  oars^  none,  but  such  will  justify  it  in 
the  eye  of  the  datioD ;  aod  were  I  Dot  satisfied 
that  such  i$  ihe  present  case,  I  certainly  would  be 
no  advocate  of  the  proposition  now  Wore  the 
House. 

Sir,  I  might  prore  the  war,  should  \t  f  nsue, 
jostifiablie,  by  the  express  admission  of  the  gentle- 
mail  from  Virginia.^  and  necessary,  by  facts  un- 
doubted and  uniFersatly  admitted,  such  as  that 
gentleman  did  not  pretend  to  controvert.  The- 
extent)  duration,  and  character  of  the  injuries  re-, 
cetved  $  the  failure  of  tho^  peaceful  means  here- 
lolbre> resorted  to  for  the  redress  of  our  wrongs,  is 
my  proof  that  ic  is  necessary.  Why  should  I  men- 
tion the  impressment  of  our  seamen  *,  depredation 
<m  every' branch  of  our  commerce,  including  the 
direct  export  trade,  continued  for  years,  and  made 
under  laws  which  4>rofessedly  undertake  to  regu- 
late our  trade  with  other  nations  $  negotiation 
resorted  to  time  after  time,  till  it  is  become  hope- 
less; the  restrictive  system  persisted  in  to  avoid 
war,  and  in  the  vain  expectation  of  returning  jus- 
tice? The  evil  still  grows,  and  in  each  iiuccee,d'- 
iog  year  swells  in  extent  and  pretension  beyond 
the  preceding.  The  question,  even  in  the  opinion 
aod  admission  of  our  opponents,  is  reduced  to  this 
atofie  point-^which  sliall  we  do,  abandon  or.  de- 
fend our  uwn  commercial  and  maritime  rights, 
and  the  personal  liberties  of  our  citizens  employ- 
ed in  exercising  them?  These  rights  are  essen-* 
tialJy  attad^ed,  and  war  is  the  only  means  of  re- 
dress. The  gentlenian  from  Virginia  has  stiig' 
geated  none — unless  we  consider  the  whole  of  his 
speech  av  recommending  patient  and.  resigned 
submission  as  the  best  remedy.  Sir,  which  alter* 
native  this  House  oujfht  to  embrace,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say.  I  hope  the  decision  is  made  alrei^y, 
by  a  higher  authority  than'  the  voice  of  ^y  man. 
It  is  not  for  the  human  tongue' to  instill  the  sense 
of  independence  and  honor.  This  is  the  work  of 
aature — a  generous  nature,  that  disdains  tan»e 
mbroisskiA  to  wrongs. 

This  part  of  the  subject  is  sa  imposing,  as  to 
enforce  silence  even  on  the  gentleman  frotn  Vir- 
ginia. He  dared  not  to  deny  his  oouotry^s  wrongs, 
or  Tiadicate  the  conduct  o^ier  enemy.. 

Only  one  point  of  that  gentleman's  argument 
had  any,  the  most  remote,  relation  to  this  points 
He  would  not  say  We  had  not  a  good  cause  of 
ivlur,  bat  insisted. that ,  it  was  our  duty  to  defihe 
that  cause.  If  he  means  that  tbis  House  QUghtf 
at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding,  or  any  other,  to 
eaumerate  such  violations  of  our  rights,  as  we  are 
willing  to  contend  for,  he  prteeribes  a  course 
n^hieh  neither  good  sense  or  the  usage  of  nations 
warrants.  When  we  contend,  let  us  contend  for 
ftU  our  rights ;  the  doubtful  and  the  certain,  the 
unimportant  and  essential.  It  is  as  easy  to  strug- 
gle, or  even  more  so,  for  the  whole  as  a  part.  At 
the  termination  of  the  contest,  secure  all  that  our 
wisdom  and  valor  and  the  fortune  of  the  war  will 
permit.  This  is  the  diiCtate  of  common  sense; 
such  also  is  the  usage  of  nations.    The  single  in- 


stanch  alluded  to,  the  endeavor  of  Mr.  Fox  to 
compel  Mr.  Pitt  to  define  the  object  of  the  war 
against  France,  will  not  support  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  in  his  positiqn.  That  was  an  ex- 
traordinary war  for  an  extraordinary  purpose, 
and  cQuld  not  be  governed  by  the  usual  rules* 
It  was  not  for  conquej^t,  or  for  redress  of  injury,, 
bat  to  impose  a  Government  on  France,  which 
she  refused  to  receive;  an  object^ so  detestable, 
that  an  avowal  dare  not  be  made.  Sir,  here  I 
might  r^st  the  question.  The  affirmative  of  the 
proposition  is  established.  I  cannot  but  advert, 
however,  to  the  complaint  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virgitiia  the  first  time  he  was  upon  this  question. 
He  said  he  found  hnnself  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  supportiour  the  negative  side  of  the  question, 
before  the  affirmative  was  established.  Let  me 
tell  that  gentleman,  that  there  is  no  hardship  in 
bis  case.  It  is  not  every  affirmative  that  ought 
to  be  proved.  Were  I  to  affirm  the  House  is  now 
fn  sessfop,  would  it  be  reasonable  to  ask  for  proof? 
He  who  would  deny  its  truth,  on  him  would  be 
the  proof  of  so  extraordinary  a  negative.  How, 
then,  could  the  gentleman,  ^fter  his  admissions, 
with  the  facts  before  him  and  the  nation,  com- 
plain? The  causes  are  such  as  to  warrant,  or 
rather  make  it  indispensable  in  any  nation  not 
at^olutely  dependent  to  defend  its  rights  by  force. 
Let  him,  then,  show  the  reasons  why  we  ought 
not  so  to  defend  ourselves.  On  him,  then,  is  the 
burden  of  proof.  This  he  has  attempted  ;  he  has 
endeavored  to  support  his  negative.  .Before  I 
proceed  to  answer  the  gentleman  particularly,  let 
me  JCBi\  the,  attention  of  the  House  to  one  circum- 
stance:  that  is,  that  almost  the  whole  of  his  argu- 
ments consisted  of  an  enumeration  of  evils  al- 
ways incident  to  war,  however  just  and  necessary; 
and  that,  if  they  have  any  force,  it  is  calculated 
to  produce  uiflqualified  submission  to  every  spe- 
cies of  insult  and  injury.  '  I  do,  not  feel  myself 
bound  to  answer  arguments  of  the  abore  descrip- 
tiod;  and  if  I  should .  touch  on  them,  it  will  be 
only  incidentally,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
rious refutation.  The  first  argument  of  the  gen- 
Ueinait  w^ich  I  shall  notice,  is  the  unpreps^red 
state' of  the  country.  Whatever  weight  this  ar- 
guniept  Qiight  have,,  in  a  question  of  immediate 
war,  it  surely  has  little  in  that  of  preparation  for 
iti  If  oiir  country  is  unprepared,  let  us  remedy 
the  evil  as  soon^as  possible.  Let  the  gentleman 
submit  his  t>|aa ;  and,  if  a  reasonable  one,  I  doubt 
DQt  it  will  be  supported  by  the  House.  But,  sir, 
let  us  admit  the  faet  and  the  whole  force  of  the 
argument,!  ask  whose  is  the  fault?  Who  has 
been  a  member  for  many  years  past,  and  has  seen 
the  defenceless  state  of  his  country  even  near 
home,  under  his  own  eyes,  without  a  single  en- 
deavor to  remedy  so  serious  an  evil?  Let  him' 
not  say  '^  I  have  acted  in  a  minority."  It  is  no 
le^s  the  duty  of  the  minority  than  a  majority  to 
endeavor,  to  serve  our  country.  For  that  purpose 
we  are  sent  here,  and  not  for  that  of  opposition. 
We  are  next  told  of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and 
that  the  people  will  not  pay  taxes.  Why  not  ? 
Is  it  a  want  of  capacity?  What,  with  one  mil- 
lion tons  of  shipping,  a  trade  of  near  $100,000,000, 
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maniafaetures  of  9150,000,000,  and  agrioultuie  of 
thrice  iliat  amount^  shall  we  be  told  the  country 
wants  capacity  to  rahie  and  supiport  ten  tboasand 
or  fifteen  thou«af)d  additional  regulars?  No;  it 
has  the  ability,  that  is  admitted;  but  vmU  it  not 
have  the  disposition  1  Is  not  the  course  a  just 
and  nece:^8ary  one?  Shall  we,  then,  utter  this 
libel  on  the  nation?  Where  will  proof  be  found 
of  a  fact  so  disgraceful  ?  It  is  said,  in  the  history 
of  the  country  twelve  or  fifteen  yeais  ago.  The 
case  is  not  parallel  The  ability  of  the  country  is 
greatly  increa&ed  since.  The  object  of  that  tar 
was  unpopular.  But  on  this,  as,  weH  as  my 
memory  and  almost  infant  observation  at  that 
time  serve  me,  the  obj^tion  was  not  to  tbe  tax, 
or  its  amount,  but  the  mode  of  collection.  The 
eye  of  the  nation  was  frisrhten^d  by  the  number 
of  officers;  its  love  of  liberty  shocked  with  the 
multiplicity  of  regulations.  We,  in  the  vile  spirit 
of  imitation,  copied  from  the  most  oppressive  part 
of  European  la ws .  on  that  subject,  and  imposed 
on  a  young  and  vh-tuous  nation  all  the  severe 
provisions  made  necessary  by  corruption  and  long 
growing  chicane.,  If  taxes  should  become  neces- 
sary, I  do  not  hesitate-to  say  the  people  will  pay 
cheerfully.  It  is  for  their  (government  and  their 
cauise,  and  would  be  their  interest  and  duty  to 
pay.  But  it  may  be,  and  I  belieye  was  said,  that 
the  nation  wjU  not  pay  taxes,  because  the  rights 
violated  are  not  worth  defending,  or  that  the  de-, 
fence  will  cost  more  than  the  profit.  Bir,  I  here 
enter  my  solemn  protest  Against  this  low-  and 
"calculating  avarice'^  entering  this  hall  of  legis- 
lation. It  is  only  fit  for  shops  and  counting-, 
houses^  and  oug^ht  not  to  disgrace  the  seat  of 
sovereignty  by  its  squalid  and  vile  appearance. 
Whenever  it  touches  sovereigri  power,  the  nation 
is  ruined.  It  is  too  short-sighted  to  defend  itself. 
It  is  an  unpromising  spirit,  always  ready  to  yield 
a  part  to  save  the  balance.  It  is  too  timid  to 
have  in  itself  the  laWs  of  self-preservation.  U  is 
never  safe  but  under  the  shield  of  honor.  Sir,  I 
only  know  of  one  pirinciple  to  make  a  nation  grea-t, 
to  produce  in  this  country  not  the  form  but  fea4 
spirit  of  union,  and  that  is,  to  protect  every  citizen 
in  the  lawful  pursuit  of  his  business.  He  will 
then  feel  that  he  is  backed  by  the  Government ; 
that  its  arm  is  his  arms;  and  will  rejoice  in  its 
increased  strength  and  prosperfty.  Protection 
and  patriotism  are  reciprocal.  This  is  the  road 
that  all  great  nations  have  trod.  Sir,  I  am  dot 
versed  in  this  calculating  policy ;  and  will  not, 
therefore,  pretend  to  estimate  in  dollars  and  cents 
the  value  of  national  independenee,  or  national 
afiection.  I  cannot  dare  to  measure,  in  shillings 
and  pence,  the  misery,  the  stripes,  and  the  slavery 
of  our  impressed  seamen ;  nor  even  to  value  our 
shipping,  commercial,  and  agricultural  loafees,  un- 
der the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  British  system 
of  blockade.  I  hope  I  have  not  condemned  any 
prudent  estimate  of  the  means  of  a  country,  be- 
fore it  enters  on  a  war.  .  This  is  wisdom,  the  other 
folly.'*  Sir,  the  gentleman  froiti  Yirginia  has  not 
failed  to  touch  on  the  calamity  of  war;  that  fruit- 
ful source  of  declamation,  by  which  piif  becomes 
the  advocate  of  cowardice ;  but  I  know  not  what 


we  have  to  do  with  that  subject.  If  the  gentle* 
man  desires  to  repress  the  gallant  ardor  of  our 
countrymen  by.such  topics,  let  me  inform  him, 
that  true  courage  regards  only  the  cause — that  it 
is  ju&t  and  necessary — and  that  it  despises  tb« 
pain  and  danger  of  war.  If  he  really  wishes  to 
promote  the  (^use  of  humanity,  let  his  eloquence 
be  addressed  to  Lord  Wellesley  or  Mr.'Pereival, 
aad  not  the  American  Congress.  Tell  them,  if 
they  persist  in  euch  daring  insult  and  injury  to  a 
neutral  nation,  thatt,  ^o^e'ver  inclined  to  peace,  it- 
wiU  be  bound  in  honor  and  interest  to  reaist ;  that- 
their  patience  and  benevolence,  however  great, 
will  be  exhausted ;  that  the  calamity  of  war  will 
ensue ;  and  that  they^  in  the  opinion  of  woundad 
humanity,  will  be  answerable  for  all  its  devasta- 
tion and  misery.  Let  meiitog  pity,  a  regard  ta 
the  interest  qf  humanity,  stay  the  hand  of  injaa* 
tioe,  and,  my  life  on  it,  the  gentleman  will  JhnoC 
find  it  difficult  to  call  off  his  country  from  the 
bloody  scenes  of  war. 

We  are  next  told  of  the*  danger  of  war !  I  ba« 
lieve  we  are  all  ready  ,to  acknowledge  its  hazai^ 
and  accidents ;  but  I  cannot  think  we  have  asf 
extraordinary  danger»to  contend  with,  at  least  so 
much  as  to  warrant  an  acquiescence  in  the  injio* 
ries  we  have  received.  Oa  the  coatfary^  I  believe 
no  war  can  be  les^  dangerous  to  intfraal  peaee, 
or  national  existence.  But,  we  are  told  of  the 
black  population  of  th6  South*  As  far  as  thegeo^ 
tleman  from  Virginia  speaks  of  his  own  peraoaat 
knowledge.  I  will  not  pretend  to  contradict  him ;  I 
only  regret  that  such  is  the  dreadful  statenf  his 
particular  part  of  the  country.  Of  the  Soatbern 
section,  I  too  have  some  personal  knowledge,  and 
can  say  that;  in  South  Carolina^  no  such  tears  in 
any  part  are  felt.  But,  sir,  admit  the  gentleoian'a 
statement;  wiU  a  war  with  Qreat  Britaia  tnereaae 
the  dagger  T  WiU  the  country  be  less  able  to  re- 
press insurrection?,  llad  w^  anything  to  fear 
from  that  quarter,  which  I  sincerely  disbelieve,  ia 
my  opinion,  the  precise  time  of  the  greatest  safetf 
is  during  a  war,  in  which  we  have  aa  fear  of  in- 
vasion— then  the  country  is  most  oa  i$8  guards 
our  militia  the  best  prepared;  and  standiag  forcA 
the  greatest.  Even  in  our  Revolution  no  attempts 
were  made  by  that  portion  of  our  popolatian ;  aod, 
however  the  gentleman  may  frighten  himself 
with  the  disorganizinjjt  effects  of  French  priaet^ 
pies,  I  eaniioc  think  our  ignorant  blacks  have  felt 
much  of  their  baneful  influence.  I  daresay  more 
than  one-half  of  them  never  heard  of  the  Frencili 
Revolution.  But,  as  great  as  is  th^  danger  froaa 
our  slaves,  the  gentleman's  fears  end  not  there—* 
the  standing  army  is  not  less  terrible  tohim«  Bit, 
I  think  a  regular  force,  raised  for  a  period  of  ae-« 
tual  hostilities,  cannot  be  called  a  standing  army* 
There  is  a  just  distinction  between  s^oh  a  fo•ee^ 
and  one  raided  as  a  peace  establishnient.  What* 
ever  may  be  the  composition  pf  the  latter,  I  hopa 
the  former  will  consist  of  some  of  the  best  maie-r 
rials  of  the  coantry.  The  ardent  patriotism  of 
our  young  men,  and  the  reasonable,  bounty  in 
land,  which  is  proposed  to  be  given,  will  impel 
them  to  join  their  country's  standard  and  to  fight 
htr  battles  y  they  will  not  forget  the  citizen  ia  tha 
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tieldier,  nod,  in  obeying  their  officer,  learn  to  con- 
temn their  CoastitutioD.    In  oar  officers  and  sol- 
diers we^mll  find  patjriotkm  no  less  pure  and  ar- 
dent than  in  the  private  citizen;   bdt,  if"  they 
shoald  betiepraired,  as  reptresented,  winit  have, we 
ta  fear  from  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  reg- 
ulars ?    Where  wiri  be  the  boasted  militia  of  the 
g^tleman  ?  •  Can  one  million  of  militia  bt  ovi^r- 
powered  bf,  thirty  thousand  regnlart?  If  so,  how 
can  we  rely  on  them  against  a  foe  invading  onr 
eevntry  ?    Sir,  I  haVe'no  so^h  eontemptveus  id^ 
of  onr  militiat-^thetruntaught  bravery  is  suffi- 
cient to  crash  all  fbretgn  and  internal  attempts 
on  their  country's  liberties.   Bet  we  have  not  yet 
come  10  the  end  s>f  the  chapter  of  dangers.    The 
^gentleman's  imaainatioQ/so  fruitful  on  this  sub- 
ject, connives  that  our  Constitution  m  not  (fal- 
cnlated  for  war,  land  tliat  it  Cfianct  stand  its  rode 
shock.    This  is  rather  estraordittary.—*we  must 
depend  upon  the  pity  or  contempt  of  other  na- 
tions, for  our'  eyistence.^    The  Constitution,  It 
seems,  has  failed  in  its  easential  part,  **  to  provide 
for  the  cofnmon  defence."    No,  says  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  it  is  competent  for  a  defen- 
sive, but  not  an  ofiensire  war. '  it' is  not  neces- 
sary for  me  to  expoee  the  error  of  this  opinion. 
Why  make  the  distinction  in  this  instance  ?  WiH 
he  pr^end  to  say,  that  thisis.an  offensive  war;  a 
war  of  conquest?    Yes,  the  gentiemhn  has  dared 
to  malfe  thiA  assertion  \  and  for  reasons  no  le8» 
extraordinary  than  the  assertion  itself.    He  say^, 
olir  vighu  are  violated  on  the>ocean,and  tbat  these 
violations  afiect  our  shipping,  and  commercial 
riffhts,  to  which  the  Canadas  have  no  nriatioo. 
The  doctrine  of  retaliation  has  been  mnch  abused 
of  late  by  an  unnatural  extension ;  we  have  now 
to  witness  a  new  abuse.    The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  limited  it  down  to  a  point.    By  his 
syvtem,  if  you  it^ceive  a  blow  on  th^  br#asr,  you 
dare  not  return  it  on  the  head;  yoa  are*  obliged 
to  meatitre«od  return  it  on  the  precise  pointy  on 
which  it  was  received.    If  you  do  not  proceed 
with  BMtbematieal  accuracy)  it  cehsies  to  be  just 
self^de^nce ;  it  becomes  an  unprovoked  attack. 
In  apeaking  of  Canada',  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia introduci^d  the  name  of  Montgomery  with 
much  feeling  and  interest. . '  Sir,  there  is  danger 
it  that  name  to  the  geotleman'9  argumenu    It  is 
saeved  t6  heroiam  \  his  indign^tof  submissioo! 
Tbis  calls  my  memory  baek  to  th^  time  of  our 
Revolution;  to  the  Congress  of  '74  and  TS. 
Supposing  a  speaker  of  that  day  had  risen  nnd 
iir|fed  ail  the  arguments  which  we  have  heard  on 
this  subiect ;  had  told  that  Congress,  "  your  coo- 
test  is  about  the  ri^tof  layirfgatax;  andthut 
the  attempt  on  Canada  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it:  that  the  war  would  be  expenske ;  that  dan- 
ger and  devastation  wbCiUi  n^ers]>read  our  coun- 
try, and  that  the  power  of  Great  Britain  was 
iffvsisiible."    With  what  sentiment)  tbiak  you 
would  such  doctrines  have  been  received  ?  Hap- 
py for  us,  they  had  no  force  at  that  period  of 
oor  country's  glory.    Had  they  been  then  actled 
on.  this  Hall  woula  never  have  witnlessed  a  great 
nation  convened  to  deliberate  for  the  general 
good ;  a  migl^ty  empire,  withv  pronder  prospects 
12tbCoN.  IstSESs.— 16 


that  any  nation  the  6Utt  ever  sh6ne  on,  would  not 
tave  tisen  in  the  WjBst.  No ;  we  would  have  been 
vile,  subjected  colonies ;  ^verned  by  that  impe- 
rious rod  which  Great  Britain  holds  over  her  dis- 
tant provinces. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
attributes  4)reparation  for  war  to  everything  but 
its  tlrpe  cause.    He  endeavored  to  find  it  in  the 
probable  rise  of  the  price  of  hemp.    He  repre- 
sents the  people  of  the  Western  States  as  willing 
to  j[)lun9e  obr  country  into  war  fbrsaoh  base  and 
.precarious  motives.    I  will  not  reason  on  this 
point.'    I  see  the  cause  of  their  ardor,  not  in'such 
base  motives,  butjn  their  known  patriotism  and 
disinterestedness.    No  less  mercenary  is  the  rea- 
son which  he  attributes  to  the  Southern  States. 
He  saysrtbut  the  non-importation  act  has  reduced 
cciton  to  nothing,  which  has  produced  a  feverish 
in^tieace.^    Sir,  I  acknowle^e  the  cotton  of 
pdr  farm^  ir  worth  but  little;   bnt  not  for  the 
cauie  assigned  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
The  pebpleof  that  section  do  not  reason  as  he  does; 
they  do  not  attribute  it  to  the, efforts  of  their  Gh)v 
ernment  to  maif^tiTio  the  peace  and  independence 
of  th^ir  country ;  they  see  in  the  low  price  of  the 
produce,  the  hand  of  foreign  ii\justice ;  they  know 
well,  without  the  market  to  tbe> Continent,  the 
deep  ^nd  sieady  current  of  supply  will  glut  i\kkt 
of  Great  Brhain  ;   t^ey  are  not  prepared  for  the 
colonial  state  to  which  again  that  Power  is  en- 
dea^orinjr  to  reduce  us.    The  manly  spirit  of 
thht  seodon  of  our  country  will  not  submit  to  be 
regulated  by  any  ibreiga  Power;    The  love  of 
Fxance  and  the  hatred  of  England  has  alsobeen 
assigned,  as  the  cause  of  the  present  measure. 
France  has  not  done  us  justice,  says  the  gentle- 
man'from  Virginia,  and  how  can  we  without 
partiality  resist  the.  aggressions  of  England?    I 
know,  sir,  we  have   still  cause  of  complaint 
against  France  ;■  but  it  is  of  a  different  character 
f^om  those  against  England^    She  professes  now 
to  jrespecr  ouir  rights,  and  there  cannot  be  a  rea- 
sonable doubjt  but  that  the  moit  objectionable 
parts  of  her  decrees,  as  far  as  they  respect  us,  are 
repealed.    We  have  already  ibrmally  acknowl- 
edged this  to  be -a  fact    I,  however,  protest 
against  tlw  whole  of  tbe  pinciples  on  which  this 
doctrine  U  founded;    It  is^a  novel  doctrine,  and 
nowhere  to  be* found  otH  of  this  House,  that  yoa 
cannot  select    yon)*   antagonist  without    being 
guiity  of  partiality.    Sir,*  when  two  invade  your 
rights  you  jnay  resist  both,  or  either,  at  your  plea- 
sure.- It  is- r^ulated  by  prudence  and  not  by 
right.     Tl^e.stale   impuution  of  partiality  to 
France  is  better  'calculated  for  the  columns  of  a 
newspaper  than  for  the  walls  of  this  House.    I 
ask,  in  this  partici|lar,  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  but  for  the  'same  measure  which  he* 
claims  for  himself.    That  gentleman  is  at  a  loss 
to  account  for,  what  he  calls,  our  hatred  to  Eng- 
land.   He  asks,  how  can  We  hate  the  country  of 
Locke,  of  Newton,  Hampden,  and  Chatham;  a 
cotintry  haViog  the  same  language  «nd  customs 
with  ourselves,  and  descending  Uom  a  common 
ancestry.    Sir,  the  laws  of  human  affections  are 
uniform*    If  we  hare  so  much  to  attach  us  to 
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that  country,  powerful  indeed  must  be  the  cause 
which  has  overpowered  it. 

Yes,  sir,  there  is  a  cause  strong  enough.    Not 
that  occult  courtly  afiection  which  be  has  sup- 
posed to  be  entertained  for  France;  but  it  is  to 
be  found  in  continued  and  unprovoked  insult  and 
injury.    A  cau^e  so  manifest  that  the  gentlemap 
from  Virginia  had  to  exert  ,m^ch  ingenuity  to 
overlook  It.    Butj  sir,  here  I  think  the  gentleman, 
in  his  easer  admiration  o[  that  country,  has  not 
been  sufficiently  guarded  in  bis'argudieAt.    Has 
he  reflected  on  the  cause  of  that  admiration? 
Has  he  ezatninj^d  the  reasons  of  bur  high  regard 
for  her  Chatham  ?  It  is  his  ardent  patriotism  ;  the 
heroic  courage  of  hits  mind  chat  could  not  brook 
the  least  insult  or.  injury  offered  to  his  .country, 
but  thought  thftt  her  interest  and  honor  6ugbt 
to  be  vindicated  at  ^yerj  hazard  and  expense. 
I  hope,  when  we  are  called  on  to  admire,  we 
shall  also  be  asked  to  imitate.    I  hope  the  gea- 
tleman  does  not  wish  a  monopoly  of  Uipse  ax^^tx 
virtues  to  remain  to  that  nation.    The  balance 
<ii  power  hat»  also  heen  introduced  as  an  argu- 
ment for  submission.  '  England  is  said  to  be  a 
barrier  against  the  military  despotism  of  France. 
There  is,  sir.  one  gi;eat  ej^ror  in  our  legislation. 
We  are  ready  enough  to  protect  the  interest  of 
the  Staites ;  and  it  should  seem  from  this  argu^^ 
ment  to  watch  over  those  of  a  foret^  nation, 
while  we  grossly  neglect  our  own  immediate 
concerns.  This  argument  of  the  balance  pf  power 
is  well  calculated  for  the  British  Parliament,  but 
not  at  all  fitted  to  the  American  Copgress.    Tell 
them -that  they  have  to  contend  with  a  tmghty 
Power,  and  that  if  they  persist  in  insult  and  injury 
to  the  American  people,  they  will  compel  them 
to  throw  the  whole  weight  ol  their  force  inta  the 
scale  of  their  enemy.    Paint  the  danger  to  ihem, 
and  if  they  desist  from  injury,  we,  I  answer  for 
it,  will  not  disturb  the  balance.    But  it  is  absurd 
for  us  to  talk  of  the  balance  of  power,  while  they 
by  their  conduct  smile  with'  contempt  at  our 
simple  good-natured  policy.    If,  however,  in  the 
contest,  it  should  be  found  that  they  underrate 
ua.  which  1  hepe  and  believe,  and  that  we  can 
affect  the  balanee  of  power,  it  will  not  be  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  obtain  such  terms  as  our  fights  de- 
mand.   I,  sir,  W4ll  noW  conclude  bf  adverting 
to  an  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
used  in  debate  on  a  preceding  day.    He  asiked 
why  not  debate  war  iimnediately.    The  answer 
is  obvious :  because  we  iare  not  yet  prepared.  But. 
says  the  gentleman,  such  language  as  is  here 
held  will  provoke  Gkeat  Britain  to  commence  hos- 
tilities.   I  have  no  such  fears.    She  knows  well 
that  such  a  course  would  unite  all  parties  here ; 
a  thing  which  above  all  others  she  most  dreads. 
Besides,  such  has  been  our  past  conduct,  that  she 
will  still  calculate  on  our  patience  and  subnais- 
sion  till  war  is  actually  commenced.  . 

Mr.  De8ha  said — Mr.  Speaker,  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  of  which 
the  resolution  now  under  considen^tton  forms  a 
part,  is  not  what  I  thou^t  would  have  been  the 
most  advisable  to  adopt,  in  order  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency ;  hot  that  I  was  for  immediate  war,  at  we 


are  unprepared  for  that  event;  but,  sir,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  force  recommended,  and  authorizing 
the  arming  the  merchant  vesseh,  I  wa»  for  adopt- 
ing the  convoy  system.  But,  sir.  as  the  report  is 
of  a  character  different  from  the  temporizing  pol- 
icy, heretofore  pursued,  and  one,  if  not  decisive  ia 
itself,  which  wul  lead  to  something  decisive ;  aod 
as  I  am  now  perfectly  tatisfied,  that  it.  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  follow  it  up  by  ul- 
terior ineasures,  calculated  to  prove  the  neceasity 
ofchese  preparatory  steps,  and  a«  union,  under  ex- 
istihg  circumstances,  is  all  important,  as  one  of 
the  committee  I  am  bound  to^ive  it  mv  support. 

Sir,  discovering  no  disposition  on  the  part  of 
Britain  to  relax  in  h^Orders  in  Couacit,  to  ceaae 
her  oppression,  or  to  make  jreatitutioa  for  the  dam- 
ages we  have  sustained  ;.bu^  on  the  contrary,  a 
manifest  disp<Mition?t6  persist  in  her  lawless  ag- 
gressions, it  therefore  becomes  necessary  not  to 
depend  any  longer  on  countervailing  restrictive 
systems,  but  to  adopt  some^hin^  of  a  characiet 
mote  energetic,  and  more  concf^niai  to  the  wishes 
of. the  AiSeriean  people.  Sir,  while  I  thought 
there  was  the  most  distant  probability  of  obtain- 
ing justice  by  peace  measures,  I  was  an  advocate 
for  peace ;  biit,  sir,  whenTsee  not  the  least  pros- 
pect of  a  revocation  of  her  destructive  Orders 
in  Council  of  the  releasemeot  of  our  impressed 
countrymen,  a  relinquishment  of  the  principle  of 
impressment,  nor  restitution  for  damages,  I  am  for 
assuminga  war  attitude— consequently^  shall  vote 
for  the  xepo^  of  the  committee,  because  I  believe 
the  force  there  contemplated  will-be  an^eQicieot 
force,  ^n^.  adequate  to  the  purposes  intended,  to 
wit,  the  subjugation  of  the  BMtish  North  Amer- 
ican Provinces. 

Sir,  to  enumerate  the  aggressions  committed 
on  our  rights  by  Britain,  the  depredations  on  our 
commerce,  the  .murder  and  impressment  of  our 
covntrynten,  and  the  indignitiea offered  our  flag, 
would  be  taking  up  your  time  unneceasarily — 
particularly  sir,  as  those  enormities  must  be  recent 
ia  the  mind  of  every  member  present ;  and  as  it  is 
time  to  lay  iiside  the  war  of  words  aod  proceed  to 
actions,  I  shall  not  detain  you  long  with  liny  re- 
marlts  of  mine. 

Sir,  remonstrances  against  atrocities  have  beea 
made  in  vain ;  exp.erieoce  has  uught  us  nothing 
can  be  texpected  from  negotiations.  We  have 
been  negotiating  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  at  an 
enormous  expense,  say  nearl^r  half  a  oaillion  of 
doll&rs,  and  the  causes  of  which  we  complained 
have  regularly  increased  ;  insult  has  been  heaped 
uppn  injury,  we. have  suffered  ourselves  to  bebuf- 
fetted,  kicked,  and  treated  with,  all  kind  of  indig- 
nities with  impunity.  Yds,  sir,  insult  has  beeA 
the  result  of  alliate  attempts  at  negotiation  ;  for 
instance,  Fir,  M*-  Rose  was  sent  for  no  other  pur- 
pose than  to  gull  the  Governmenty^and  because 
Erskine*  was  disposed  to  do  us  justice  in  part,  he 
was  recalled  and  disgraced.  The  conduct  of  the 
Copenhageii  gentleman.  Mr.  Jackson,  deraonstra- 
,  ted  that  be  was  sent  for  the  purpose  of  bullying 
the  Qovernment.  And  pray  Mr.  Speaker^  what 
has  Mr.  Foster  been  sent  for?  why,  sir,  in  my 
opinion  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  operate  as 
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an  opiate  t)n  thjs  QoTernment ;  to  Inll  us  to  sleep. 
As  a  proof  of  whieh,  about  the  commenceineDt 
of  the  session,  a  sessioq  coaveDed  by  proclamatiOQ, 
which  was  naturally  calculated  to  agitate  the 
pul^ic  mind,  he  comes  forward  with  ofiers  of  rep- 
aration Ai  he  calls  them,  but  which  in  my  estima* 
iioo  is  no  more  than  a  patch,  calculated  to  cover 
oae  corner  of  the  wound  the  nation  received,  in 
that  wanton  and.  dastardly  outrage,  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake ;  but,  sir,  in  hisf  soporifics  I  trust 
he  will  be  disappointed.  I  hay^  no  hesitation  in 
•mying,  that  when  the  letter^*  from  this  Minister 
to  our  Qovetnment  are  examined  by  the  people, 
that  independent  of  the  arrogance  bordexiug  on  in- 
Bolence,  in  which  thejr  arcj  couched,  so  character- 
estie  of  that  nation,  they  will  have  a  different  ef- 
fect from  that  of  conciliation;  the  illiberal  and 
disingenuous  demands  made  preliminary  to  the 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  will  have  a 
tendency  to  rouse  (he  publk:  mind  ;  they  will  be 
looked  on  with  ^n  indignant  frown  by  all  r^al 
AmericaDt. 

Sir,  we  have  been  constantly  annoyed,  assaulted 
openly  and  inslduously  ;•  we  have  been  phnidered, 
ppprecsed,  add  insulted }  we  thought  it  preferable 
to  forbear  whileforbearanceWas  possible)  than  to 
plunge  into  the  ejils  of  War,  to  redress  the  evil  of 
plunder  and  partial  and  dastard-like  outrage  j  we 
judged  it  better  to  abandon  the  wealth  which  the 
afflictions  of  the  world  held  out' to  theaviditjr  of 
commercial  speculation^  and  cons^uently  with- 
drew from  the.  ocean,  by  the  adoption  of  the  em- 
,  bargo— a  measure  of  all  others  the  best  calculated 
to  meet  the  thep^  emergency,  apd  which  would,  { 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  haye  produced  the 
desired  ^ffeci  if  we  had  have  had  firmness. enough 
to  have  adhered  to  it,  And  virtue  and  patriotism 
enough  to  have  enforced  it.  But,  sir,  partyism. 
was  our  ruin;  it  proved" that  we  had  as  much  to 
fear  from  our  domestic  enemies  as  oar' foreign^ 
foes,  and  appiarently  the  greatest  .evil  we  had  to 
apprehend  was  in  falling  a  victim^  to  our  o^n 
political  dissensions,  occasioned  by  the  deeply  laid 

San  8  of  our  deadly  foe,  Br;uin.  Bir,  during  em* 
irgo  times  our  domestic  enemies,  encouraged  b^ 
a  proclamation  issued  oi^der  the  authority  of  the 
Kms  of  England— I  say,  sir,  those  minions  of 
poyaity  eoncentratiag  in  the  Bast,  talked  of  thj^  vio- 
lation of  laws  as  a  virtue,  they  demoralized  the 
community  by  raising  the  flood-sates  of  ciTil.  dis- 
order ;  they  gtfve  absolution  to,  felons,  and  iuvited 
the  cdmmi^ion  of  crimes  by  the*  omission  of  duty. 
But,  sir,  the  day  of  retribution  is  (I  tru$t)  not  far 
distant,  when  those,  among  us  who  to  gain  the 
favor  of  our  enemy  have  betrayed  their  country, 
will  sink  into  insignificance  and  contempt ;  the 
wages  df  iniquity  will  not  shield  them  from  due 
infamy. 

Well^sir,  in  a  tremor,  the  embargo  was  laid  aside, 
Without  the  cause  being  repioved  for  which  it 
was  adopted,  and  a  ndh-intercourse  substituted  in 
its  place,  which  was  also  removed  without  even 
giving  it  an  experiment ;  and  the  causes  of  com- 

?laiot  not  only  existing,  but  regularly  increasing, 
i'hen,  sir,  degradation,  Bational  abasement,  began 
10  stare  us  in  the  face ;  then,  it  was,  sir,  that  we 


began  nof  only  to  lose  credit  abroad,  but  respect 
at  home. 

The  act  6f  May  Ist,  1810,  was  the  next  mea- 
sure resorted  to;  which  held  out  proposals  to  the 
two  principal  belligeients,  that  if  either  of  them 
wduld  rescind  their  orders  or  decrees  destructive 
of  our  rights,  against  a  given  time,  and  the  other 
party  should  fail  to  revoke  within  three  months 
thereafter,  that  we  would  reinstate  our  restrictive 
system— that  is,  the  non-importation — against  the 
party  so  failing  to  revoke. .  Sir,  this  act  was  not 
marked  ^ith  that  manlycharacter expected  among 
a  nation  of  freemen  ;.in  fact  it  had  the  appear- 
anceof  truckling  to  tyranny ;  but,- however  it  was 
marked  with  the  character  ofpusillanimity.it 
.proved  that  ^pod  may  rise  out  of  evil;  not  that 
I  viewed  the  revocation  of  the  French  decrees  as 
arising  from  any  good  disposition  the  French 
Rmperor  .had  towards  us,  but  because  it  suited 
his  interest  and  convenience.  Well,  sir,  however 
grating  tothe  feelifigs  of  freemen  this  act  might 
liave  been,  it  was  instrumental  in  bringing  about 
a  revocation  of  those  obnoxious  measures,  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

Sir,  as  to  the  revocation  of  those  decrees,  there 
are  incontestable  proofs,  of  such  &  nature  that  a 
man  must  be  a.sceptic  indeed  not  to  believe ;  but 
sir,  I  will  not  detain  you,  by  referring  to  the  doc- 
uments for  pfOofs,  as  they  are  in  the  hands  of 
every.member.  -The  President's  proclamation  is 
sufficient  to  establish  the  fact,  agreeably  to  the 
act  of  May  1st,  1810.  But  if  doubts  still  remained, 
the  circum^ance  of  there  not  having  been  a  single 
American  vessel  condemned  in  any  of  the  conti- 
nental ports,  sincd  the  first  of  Novembef.  1810, 
most  be. satisfactory  of  the.  revocation  oi  those 
decrees  as  far  as  they  respect  our  neutral  rights ; 
consequently^  under  this  compact,  public  faith 
stknds  .  pledged  J  as,  fy^'ajJ  respects  keeping  up  the 
nbn-impoi'tation — and  sir,  however  impolitic  the 
act  was  by  which  we  were  pledgied,  I  am  not  for 
prostrating  national  faich« 

Well,  sir,  how  has'thc'  other  belligerent  acted  t 
a  Oovernment  that  has  been  eulogized  by  some 
gentlemen,  and  made  out  a  complete  model  of 
virtue,  a  nation  great,  virtuous,  and  magnanimous. 
Why,  sir,  Britain,  after  her  repeated  declarations 
that  her  blockading  system,  and  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, were  only  intended  as  retaliatory  measures 
against  hef  enemies,  and  should  cease  to  operate 
on  the  date  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees^  still  persists  in  her  iniquitous  Or- 
ders in  Council,  in  which  the  blockading  system  is 
naerged,  notwithstanding  the  date  of  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Fi^neh  decrees  tookplace  upwards  of 
a  vearago.  What  do  gentlemen  think  now  of  Brit- 
ish faith  ?  can  they  repose  any  longer  implicit  con* 
fidence  in  that  corrupt  Government;'?  Certainly 
they  ought  not.  Sir,  henceforward  we  may  con- 
sider British  faith  as  proverbial  as  Carthacrenian 
faith. 

The  report  of  the  committee  is  not  a  recom- 
mendation of  war,  but  it  is  what  will  unques: 
tionably  lead  to  war,  if  our  grievances  are  not  re- 
dressed in^ashort  time;  it  is  in  my  estimation,  an 
effectual  force  to  answer  the  contemplated  and 
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avowed  purpose,  the  subjugation  of  the  British. 

"  North  American  Provinces.  Sir,  the  present 
Military  Establishment,  wh^n  filled  up,  is  about 
ten  thousand ;  in  addition  to  ^his,  the  committee 
considered  that  ten  thousand  regulars  together 
with  the  fifty  thousand  volunteers  would  be  nn 
adeq'uate  force ;  but,  sir.  situated  as  W€  are,  when 
war  is  inevitable,  or  an  anandonoient  of  our  rights, 
and  the  prostration  of  national  character,  I  would 
not  stickle  on  a  few  thousand,  as  t  coiisider  it  betr. 
ter  to  have  a  few  thousand  quore  than  to  have  one 
man  und^r  the  necessary  number.  And,  sir.  I 
would  be  willing  to  go  further  than  is  contempla- 
ted by  the  report;  1  would  be  willing  to  allow 
the  volunteers  a  bounty  in  land  ia  proportion  to 
their  time  of  service.  I  have  said,  sir,  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  would  lead  to  war,  and. 
sir,  I  would  not  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  a  free- 
man of  ^mrerioa,  a  friend  to  civil  liberty,  if  I  did 
not  pre^fer  war  witb  all  its  ac,companyi9g  evils  to 
abject  submission.  •  ^ 

Although  Mr.  Speaker,  I  belieye,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  a  war  attitude  necessary,  or 
at  least  preparatory  steps  calculated  (o^  me.et  that 
event ;  and  although  situated  as  we  are,  I  am  for 
the  whole  of  our  legitimate  rights';  yet  sir, -I 
would  not  be  wiiline  to  involve  the  country  in 
war,  in  defence  of  the  extensive  and  circuitous 
carrying  trade,  separate  from  the  qther  causes  f 
th&t  is,  that  we  should  become  carriers- Xor  the 
whole  world  ;  as  Government  receives  na  benefit 
from  this  circuitous  carrying  .trade,  only  as  it  is 
calculated  to  aggrandize  afewindividuals  engaged 
in  it.  I  should  be  for  holding  fast  the  claim  to 
the  circuitous  carrying  trade,  andwonld  be  will* 
ing  to  operate  on  ouV  enemies  by  adopting  coun-, 
tervailing  restrictive  systems.  'But,  sir,  I  would 
not  be  willing,  that  the  good  of  the  States,  the 
{g;ood  of  the  people,  the  agriculturist  and  mecnan-' 
ics,  should  be  put  a(  hazard  to  gratify  the  avarice, 
and  cupidity  of  a  small  class  oFmen,  Wh6  in  fact 
may  be  called  citizens  of  the  world,  attached  to 
no  particular  country;  any  buuntry  h  their  coun- 
try where  they  can  make  the  most  money.  But, 
sir,  for  what  is  an  inherent  right,  for  what  (deem 
the  legitimate,  or  necei^ry'  carrying  tra^e,  the 
liberty  of  carrying  our  productions  to  forejgir 
markets,'  and  with  the  return  cargo,  in  which  ag- 
riculture is  particularly  interested,  I  would  fight 
in  defence  or. 

Sir,  we  have  come  to  a.  pretty  pass  indeed; 
for  adopting  rnuaicipal  regulations  we  are  threat- 
ened with  retaliation.  Mr.  Foster  has  bad  '^the 
audacity  to  charge  bur  Gfovemment  with  injustice, 
and  after  advising  us  to  retrace  our  steps,  says, 

0  that  as  our  Qovernment  still  persist  in  their  in- 
jurious measures  against  the  commerce  of  Grekt 
Britain,  that  his  Royal  Highness  has  been  com- 
pelled to  look  to  measures  of  retaliation;  and, 
Mr.  Speaker,  they  have  retaliated  with  a  ven- 
geance to  it,  by  capturing  aiid  making:  prizes  of 
all  the  American  vessels  coming  within  their 
grasj^,  not  excepting  those  on  onr  own  doast,  and 
within  our  waters.  Sir,  can  we  tamely  look  on 
and  see  our  citizens  plundered,  see  our  rights 
wrested  from  us;  rights,  in  the  obtaining  of  which 


so  much  yirtue  was  displayed,  and  for  which  so 
much  blood  was  shed,  during  that  sanguinary 
and  remorseless  war,  carried  on  against  us  by 
Great  Britain  7  Can  we  lookon  and  see  ourselves 
plundered,  and  thousands  of  our  fellow-citizena 
impressed,  taken  from  their  lawful  pursuits,  car<- 
ried  into  captivity,  and  ignominiously  confined  on 
board  of  British  ships  of  war:  subject  to  be  in- 
carcerated, compelled  ib^loriously  to  fight  for 
principles,  inconsi.stent  with  justice,  and  repug- 
nant to  the  feelings  of  freemen  ?. 

Sir,  our  dem'aiuls  have  been  bottomed  on  jtia- 
tice---peace  has  been  our  object,  which  has  beea 
manifested  by  the  numberless  sacrifices  we  have 
-made ;  and/sir,  it  js  to  t^  lamented  that  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  laudable  designs  the  injustice 
of  our  enemies  lias  suspended  our  usual  pursuits, 
'a^d  subjected  our  cou^merce  to  the  rapacity  of 
those,  invaders  of  our  rights.  But,  sir,  the  €up 
of  foi^beara^e  is  exhausted;  itis  tim.e  to  soood 
the  tocsiu'of  alarm— to  gird  on  our  swords,  to 
prepar^  for  action.  Sir,  to  step  one  st^  further 
without  showing  that  spirit  of  resentment  l>ecom- 
ing  freemen,  would  be  to  see  national  'degrada- 
tion st^re  us  in  the  face-rwoald  be  to  ticknowi- 
edge  ourselves  unworthy  of  selfrgoyernment,  to 
prepare  for  a  stste  of  vassalage.  . 

Mt.  .Speiiker,  by  an  examination  of  the  corres^. 
pondence  between  Mr.  Foster  and  our  Govern- 
ment, it  will  be  found  that  au. explicit  demand 
has  been  made  of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  la 
Council  by  our  Government,  and  a  positive  re- 
fusal on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  or  what  is 
tantamount.  Here,  then,  s|r,  we  are  completely 
at  issue,  and  I  know  of  no  other  way  of  deciding 
it  than  by.battle  or  submission ;  which  of  the  two. 
vrill  be  resohted  to  by  ^e  National  Councils^  I  a,ai 
m  unable  to  determine ;  but  with  the  people,  the 
former  would  be*  laid  hold  bf  with  avidity,  and 
supported  with  Spartan  hravery. 

Sir,  we  have  heard  much  of  the  expense  of  a 
war,  and  have  heen  told  that  the  people  would 
not  support  you  in  it.  What,  sir,  a  country  so 
extensive  as  Americii.  so  populous,  abounding  ia 
wealth,  and,  1  trust,  tne  people  patriotic,  possess- 
ing a  full  share  of  national  pride,  and  not  be  wil- 
ling to  he  at  Iheexpe^e  of  supporting  their 
rights  ?  This  is,  in  my  mind^  a  preposterous  idea  ; 
it  is  a  kind  of  calculatipg  policy  that  does  not 
pervade  this  land  of  liberty^  The  people  cannot 
estimate^  in  pounds. shillings,  and  pence,  the  value 
of  national  honor  ^and  rights.:  they  are  fond  of 
peace,  but  honor  and  interest  bind  them  to  oppose 
oppression  and  defend  their  rights,  independent 
of  the  copsideration  of  expense ;  at  least,  I  can 
vouch  for  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  repjre- 
'seat — they  are  disposed  to  cherish  economy  as  91 
principle  of  virtue  in  a  Republic ;  but,  sir,  at  a 
time  as  perilous  as  the  present^  when  our  rights 
are  invaded  and  our  honor  assailed,  they  would  be 
w filing  that  every  sliilling  should  be  drawa  from 
the  public  chests,  every  cent  from  private  purses, 
rather  than  succumb  to  tyranny  j  they  are  deter- 
mined, at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  transmit  to  posterity,  unsullied,  those  inesti- 
cnable  hlessings  of  liberty  and  independence  which 
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were  achieved  by  the  valorous  actions  of  their 
:4Dee8tors. 

Sir,  the  most  infatuatei]  partisan  of  Great  Brit- 
ain cannot  but  see  in  her  conduct  an  unequt- 
Tocai  proof  of  the  rapacious  and  vindictive  policy 
which  dictates  her  measures: 'all  men  must  see 
that  the  flagrant  injuries  which  we  are  now  suf* 
fering'  from  her,- proceed  from  a  general  plan  of 
piracy,  from  a  disposition  to  ravish  fronr  us  what- 
ever may  contribute  to.  their  convenience^ 'inde- 
pendent of  national  law. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  temporizing  ai>d  vibrating  pol- 
icy has  had  a  tendency  to  nnnervis  patriotic  ardor, 
and  to  paralyze  the  nationar  energies,  '^r^  the 
destruction  of  our  navigation  and  commerce;  the 
•annihilation  of  mercantile  capital ;  the  extinction, 
jof  re venue^-these  would  be  minor  evib.  A  few 
vears  of  security  and  exertion  might  rej^afr  piehi : 
Dut  Ae  humiliation  of  the  American  mind  would 
be  a  pasting  and  mortal  disease.  Mental  debase- 
ment is  the  greatest  misfortune  that  cin  l>efall  a 
people.  The  most  pemicioua  conseq'uente  that  a 
Oovernmept  cad  experience,  is  .a  conquest  over 
that  just  and  efeviitedseiise  of  its  own  tights,  which 
inspires  a  doe  sensibility  to  insult  and  injury,  over 
that  manly  pride  of  character  which  prefers  peril 
>or  sacrifice  to  the  submission  to  Oppression,  and 
which  consi()ers  national  ignominy  as  the  Neat- 
est of  national  calamities.  Sir.  as  a  respectable, 
numerous,  and  wealthy  nation,  I, am  not  sure  but 
we  have  carried  our  moderation  to  a  degree  t>f 
•criminality;  Yet,  sir,  1  acknowledge  nioderation 
in  all  Qovernmants  a  virtue.  In  weak  or  youns^ 
BationA)  it  is  often  wise  to  fake  every  chance  by 
l^tience  and  address  to  divert  hostility,  abd  somei- 
times  to  hold  parley  with  insult  arid  injury ;  but, 
to  capitulate  with  oppression,  or  to  ^rrender'to  it 
at  discretion,  is.  in  any  Oovet-nment  that  has  any 
power  of  resistance,  as  foolish  as  it  is  cOntempti-, 
ble.  Sir,  th^  honor  af  a  nation  is  its  life.  Delib- 
erately to  abandon  it,  is  to  commit  nn  act  of  polit- 
ical suicide.  "^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  there. fs  reasbn  in  the  sentiment, 
avowed  in  the  language  of  some,  and  betrayed  by 
the  conduct  of  others,  that  we  ought  to.  submit  to 
-oppression,  or  any  kind  of  evils,  rather  than  go  to 
war  with  England ;  because,  ^y  gentlemen,  she 
is  fighting  the  battled  of  the  world,  and  is  keep- 
ing a  more  dangerous  enemy  from  ds ;  that,  if  we 
were  to  commit  an  act  that  would  lead  to  war 
with  Great  Britain,  we  would  have  in  a  short  time 
the  tyrant  of  France  upon  ns,  and  would  soon  be 
in  as  wretched  a  situation  as  the  peninsula  of 
iSpain.    This,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  only  danger- 
ous, but  dastardly  doctrine.    Sir,  the  people  that 
«an  prefer  disgrace  *to  danger  are  prepared  for  a 
'  master,  and  deserve  one ;  bat,  thank  Qo&,  the  peo- 
ple of  America  bav^  not  caught  this  panic ;  they 
«re  not  so  far  lost  to  a  sense  of  honor,  or  so  desti- 
tute of  patriotism,  as  to  prefer  submission,  abject 
acquiescence,  to  oppression,  to  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  all  attempu  to  bring  about  an  am- 
icable adjustment  of  differences  have  failed.  It 
would  ^  folly  in  the  extreme  to  depend  upon 
iie|;otiation  any  longer.  We  must  determine  on 
•domg  ourselves  justice.    There  is  no  alternative 


left  but  to  vepel  aggression  and  defend  our  rights. 
The  resolution  to  do  this  is  imposed  on  the  Gov- 
ernment b)r  a  painful,  but  irresistible  necessity. 
Then,  sir,  is  it  not  necessary  to  adopt  these  pre- 
parSitory  measures,  to  be  in  readiness  for  not  only 
defensive,  but  offensive  operations  ?  Then,  I  call 
on  the  manly  spirit  of  American  virtue — on  all 
thospwho  are  American  at  heart — to  bury  ani- 
mosttiesf  to  lay  aside  ,prejudices,  which  are  not 
based  on  integrity  and  honors  to  stand  forth  for 
the  honor  and  welfare  of  our  common  country; 
to  be  the  defenders'  of  those  inestimable  rights 
achieved  by  the  valor  of  the  heroes  of  1776.  This 
is  the  time  not  to  have  it  attributed  to  fear  or 
baseness^the  time  for  men  of  all  parties  to  rally 
under  the  good  old  Whig  standard. 

Sir,  my  view  is,  if  an  honorable  adjustment  of 
difference  betweefr  this  Government  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  does  not  take  place 
against  tiext  Spring,  by  a  revocation  of  the  Orders 
in<!/Ouneil,a  releasement  of  our  impressed  Amer- 
ican ses^meo,  together  with  a  relinquishment  of 
the  principle  of  impressment  and  ample  repara- 
tion for  damages^  that  we  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal^  and,  by  a  system  of  privateering,  cut 
up  their  coinmerce ;  and,  as  I  hope  to  see  the  day 
when  the  Brlti^  wjll  have  no  Halifax  on  this 
continent,  to  send  captured  American  vessels  to 
for  adjudication  and  condemnation,  that  we  oaake 
a  descent  oq  their  ^orth  American  possessions, 
by  which  we  shall  check  theic  influence,  particu- 
larly over  the  savages,  by  cutting  off  all.  commu- 
nication with  those  hostile  barbarians  on  our 
borders.  Sir^  I  ant  not  so^ passive  its  to  isobscribe 
to  the  doctrine  advanced  yesterday  in  a  lengthy 
^arangue^  which  in  substance  amounts  to  a  rec* 
ommendatjon  of  patience  and  resignation,  as  the 
remedy  against  oppressi4>n.  I  kiiow  that  war  is 
to  be  deprecated — that  it  ought  to  be  made  the 
Ust  r^oHjSO  as  to  preserve  national  honor,  which 
ought  to  ha  deemed  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration-^but,  sir;  as  1  deprecate  a  state  of 
war.  1  have  never  been  taught  to  consider  it  the 
l^eatest  of  evils.  Our  ancestors  did  not  consider 
It  so:  they  not  only  broke  to  pieces  the  chains 
that  were  forgiiig,  but  they  cut  asunder  th^ties 
which'had  bound  them,and  launched  intoan  ocean 
of  uncertainty.  Success  crowned  their  efforts — 
they  dispelled  the  thick  clouds  of  oppression,  and 
shook  off  the  fetters  of  despotism — and,  sir,  have 
their  descendants  become  so  degenerate  as  to  suffer 
them  to  be  rivetied  on  again,  by  an  abandonment 
of  inherent  rights,  and  truckliog  at  the  feet  of 
Tyranny  ?  I  trust  not.  I  flatter  myself  that  the 
National  Councils  will  awaken  from  their  polit- 
ical slumberings  ;  that  they  will  act  worthy,  of 
themselves^  and  up  to  the  expectations  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Tiftocp  rose  to  make  an  effort  to  put  an  end 
to  the  debate;  a  debate  in  which  the  great  mass 
of  the  House  were  enlisted  on  one  side,  against 
the  solitary  s^entieman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph) on  the  other.  I  trust,  sir,  the  period  has 
arrived  Vhen  the  House  will  feel  itself  bound,  by 
the  i tn peri ous  calls  of  the  country,  to  act,jand  to 
act  promptly.    I  am  ready  to  go  heart  and  hand 
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with  the  ad^ocat^s  of  the  resolution ;  all  I  ask 
18,  that  they  will  lead  with  prudence  and  discre- 
tion ;  deliberate  when  deliberation  is  useful,  act 
when  action  is  necessary.  But,  if  the  spirit  of  de- 
bate, as  in  former  time^,  has  seized  upon  us ;  if 
idle  verbiage  and  empty  vociferation  are  to  itake 
the  place  of  manly  and  energetic  conduct,  I  enter, 
at  this  early  stage  of  the  proceeding,  mysolenin 
protest.  I  canoot;  I  will  not,  share  the  respond- 
bility  of  this  ruinous  course.  Indeed,  sir,  so  con- 
scious do  I  feel  of  the  etil— nay,  of  the  danger  to 
the  country  from  the  course  which  has  been 
adopted,  I  shall  be  constrained  to  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  unless  my  friends  shall  interpose 
the  more  pleasant  corrective,  their  own  good 
sense,  to  stop  it.  I  know,  sir,  they  have  been  im- 
pelled by  the  most  honorable  senttments,'the  most 
generous  passions,  patriotism,  honor^  zeal  for  their 
country,  rage  against  her  oppressprs.  They  are 
good  reasooers,  they  are  eloquent — bqt  jof  what 
avail  is  argument,  pf  what  avail  is  eloquen.ce,  to 
convince,  to  persuade,  whom?  ourselves, the  peo- 
ple? Sir,  if  the  people  are  to  be  reasoned  rnto  a 
war  now,  it  is  too  soon,  much  too  soon,  to  begin 
it.  If  their  Representatives  here  are  to  be  led  to 
it  by  the  flowers  of  rhetoric,  it  is  too  soon»  much 
too  soon  to  begin  it.  -       * 

When  the  hohorable  chaifcman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations.  (Mr.  Porter)  reported 
the  resolution^,  I  had  hoped  he  would  have  made 
a  motion  to  go  into  -conclave,  or,  if  that  had  not 
been  deemed  advisable,  that  at  least  the  resolu- 
tions, when  taken  up  wfth  open  doors,  would  have 
been  treated  as  a  system  of  defensive  measures 
called  for  by  the  exigency  of  the  times,  ai\^d  af- 
fording no  just  ground  of  compjaint  to  a6y  Power 
which  might  please  to  consider  itself  the  object  of 
them.  Such  a  course  would  h'ave^been  not  less 
consistent  with  the  report  of  the  committee  itself, 
than  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  President's 
Message.  This  President  himself  would  have 
been  fortified  by  it.  When  the  British  Minister 
called,  as  he  undoubtedly  will,  upon  the  Presi- 
dent, to  demand  the  causes  of  these  warlike  pre- 
parations, he  might  have  been  answered  :  Sir. 
thev  are  no  other  than  what  thev  purport  on  the 
fact  of  theni  to  be,  a  system  ot  defence  oii.  the 
part  of  the  American  Government,  cfilled  for  by 
the  state  of  the  world  ;  or,  if  he  pleas6d,'he  raisht 
have  said,  called  for  by  the  attitude  ^which  (lis 
Britannic  Majesty  had  assumed,  the  propriety  of 
which  no  nation  had  a  right  to  question.  But, 
instead  of  this,  what  had  been  done?  Why,  at 
the  very  outset,  we  have  been  told  the  measures 
were  intended  as^ measures  of  offensive  hostility; 
that  the  army  was  to  be  raised  to  attack  Canada  y 
nothing  short  of  it  ^  all  the  advocates  of  the  reso- 
lution declared  it.  Now,  sir,  could  a  more  public 
or  formal  declaration  of  war  have  bcjen  made  ? 
Contrary  to  the  ^iractice  of  all  nations,  we  de- 
clare first  and  make  preparation  afterward^  More 
magnanimous  than  wise,  we  tell  the  enemy  when 
we  will  strike,  where  we  will  strike,  and  how 
we  Will  strike  !  Do  we  mean  a  mere  bravado'? 
Impossible.  No  man  who  knows  the  advocates 
of  the  resolutions  would  suspect  it  \  but  we  hope 


the  enemy  will  recede;  she  may;  bot  if  she 
should  not,  let  gentlemen  look  to  the  consequen- 
ces ;  let  therai  look  w^lk  to  the  character  of  that 
enemy :  is-  he  feeble,  spiritless^  destitute  of  re* 
sources,  without  courage,  without  honor  1  No, 
sii',  with  two  hundred  an(^  fifty  thousand  regulars 
and  all  the  munitions  of  war  in  store,  his  fleets 
and  transptorts  manned,  equipped,  and  provision- 
ed ;  their  sails  bent  to  every  wind,  they  ask  bat 
one  hundred  and  twenty  day^  to  reinforce  Cluebec, 
to  fortify  Montreal,  to  guard  the  passes  into  Can- 
ada, to  march  thesupernum^aries  to  Boston* 
HerQ  we  sit  in  idle  debate.  Sir,  I  do  contend  moat 
seriously,,  that  ten  thousand  regulars  can  march 
to  Boston  in  defiance  of  the.  militia  of  Massachu- 
setts, well  armed  and  organized  as,  I  know  them  ta 
bel  .  'Well,  sir,  suppose  this  shonld  happen,  and 
more  wonderful  things  have  happened,  what  will 
be  said  ?  What  wlUmy  friend  from  Virginia  set 
to  the  first  victims  of  .the  war?  Wi^y,  he  vnH 
say,  "  this  is  no  war  of  mine,'  I  eierted  all  mj 
strength  to  turn  th^se  people  from  their  mad  and 
desperate  career,!''  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
exonerates  himself  from  all  responsibility  bjr  the 
very^act  of  opposition;  but,  what,  cfn  be  said  of 
us,  the  atlvocates  of  the  resolution,  to  whom  ail 
responsibility  attaches  ?  That  "  we  had  not  fin- 
ished our  war  speeches !"  that  "we  could  not  be- 
gijU  to  raise  rn^vL  untU  we  had  finished  them  P 
S^r,  believe  me,  the  people  of  this  country  want 
no  such  speeches ;  they  will  go  to  war,  blecaQse 
they  believe  war  is  necessary  to  the  preservation 
of  their  honor  and  substantial  interest ;  they 
want  meti  and  arms  to  defend  themr-not  worda. 
If  gentlemen  persevere  in  the-debafe.  I  will  call 
the  previous  question.  The  safety  or  the  State, 
after  what  has  been  said  and  done,  demands  it^ 
and  all  considerations  mnst  yield  to  that. 

Mr.  Macon  considered  the  present,  from  the 
turn  (he  debate  had  taken,  the  most  important 
question  which  had  come  before  the  National 
Government  for  many  y^ars  past,  because  it  waa^ 
evidently  discussed  as  a  war  question,  though  the 
retit  question  before  the  House,  if  adopted,  did  n9t 
declare  war.  It  was  not  now  a  question  by  what 
means  or  by  whose  measures  the  nation  waa 
brought  into  its  present  situation ;  it  must,  how- 
ever, be  satisfactory  to  all,  that  the  Administra- 
tion has  done  everything  that  could  have  been  ex- 
pected, to  avoid  the  present  crisis,  and  to  keep  the 
nation  at  peace.  If  the  British  Government  would 
cease  to  violate  our  neutral  and  national  rights^ 
our  diflicuities  would  be  at  an  end.  It  was  no- 
longer  a  question  about  the  colonial  carrying 
trade — that  was  at  an  eqd;  because  Great  Britain 
might  now  be  considered  as  possessing  all  the 
West  India  islands ;  and  as  we  have  now  neither 
sugar  nor  cofiee  to  darrjr,  she  has  determine  to> 
execute  with  rigor  her  unjust  orders  against  our 
carrying  the  productions  of  our  own  soil  to  any 
market  ez<5ept  her  own,  or  that  uf  her  allies.  Thit< 
is  attacking  the  best  interest  of  the  country ;  in- 
deed, it  is  taking  the  profits  of  both  planter  and- 
merchant.  Hence,  none  of  our  exports^  bring  a 
price  by  which  we  can  live,  except  flour ;  and  that 
would  be  no  better  than  any  other  ariicle  of,  ex* 
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port,  vras  it  not  that  Great  Britain  and  her  aHies) 
Spain  and  Portuiia),  want  it  for  the  support  of 
their  armies ;  it  is  their  wants,  and  the  great  diffi- 
culty of  getting  their  wants  supplied  any  where 
else,  that  keeps  op  the  prioe  of  wheat. 

Notwithstanding  these  were  his  sentiments,  he 
thought  it  would  be  going  too  far  to  cplisent,  by 
the  vote  be  was  about  to  give,  that  he^  pledged 
himself  to  vote  for  any  measure  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations  might  hereafter  bring 
forward,  when- he  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  ail 
the  resolutions  contained  in  the  reiK>rt  which  was 
DOW  under  consideration.  Our  aniiirs  Doast  now 
command  the  serious  attention  of  every  man.  in. 
the  nation.  We  must  either  prepare  to  roafntaih 
^the  right  to,  carry  our  produce  to  what  market  yirh 
please,  or  to  be  content  without  a  market  $  to  at- 
tempt another  negotiation  would  be  useless ;  every 
efibrt  has  been  made  in  that  way  that  qould  be 
made.  Indeed,  no  one  has  yet  said  thafhe  wished 
another.  He  was  as  desirous  of  peace  as  he  ever 
was;  and  if  any  plan  shall  be  proposed  by  which 
the  j)eace  of  the  country  can  be  preserved,  and 
the  right  to  expoit  our  native  produce  maintained, 
hei4iould  still  prefer  it  to  war;. but  if  no  such 
plan  can  be  devised,  he  was  willing  to  go  to  war 
lor  that  right.  He  yvasalso  willing  to  declare  the 
pointi  to  the  nation  for  which  we  went  to  war. 
and  rather,  than  not  succeed,  he  would  carry  it  on 
for  fifty  yearsy  and  loofirer  if  necessary.  He  felt 
no  hesitation  in  declarmgi  that  he  would  not  go 
to  war  to  encourage  the  nation/or  any  part  of  it, 
to  become  manufacturers,  (»ad  it  may  not  bo 
amiss  to  observe  that,  from  the  day  that  this  re- 
port was  laid  on  the  table,  we  have  heard  nothitig 
about  manufactures  ^)  i^or  would  he  go  to  war 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  navy.  He  men- 
tioned this,  because  he  had  heard  a  good  deal  said 
of  kte  about  increasing  the  fleet  and  building 
seventy-fours.  If,  therefore,  it  was  to  be  a  war 
either  to  encourage  manuAictures.  or  to  build  a 
fleet,  he  should  be  opposed  to  it;  he  wonl4  rather 
reoiain  as  we  are  awhile  longer,  bad  as  our  situa- 
tion it,  than  to  stick  ^hese  two  set-fasts  to  the 
back  of  the  nation,  neither  of  which  it  could  ever 
^t  clear  of.  A  peace  in  Europe  might  free  us 
from  our  present  embarrassments,  but  from  the 
other,  once  established,  we  can  neyer  expect  to 
get  free. 

He  could  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Trod?)  that  the  House  ought  now, 
by  the  previous  questiqn,  to  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
bate ;  on  the  contrary,  he  wished  every  member 
might  hav,6  full  time  to  deliver  his  sentiments  on 
tbis  great  question ;  for  his  part,  he  wished  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  those  who :  lived  on  the  Eastern 
frontier ;  he  was  gratified  that  several  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Western  had  favored  ihe  Committee 
with  theirs.  He  expressed  this  wish,  beckuse  the 
part  of  the  coo^try  which  he  represented  wa^  in 
the  middle  country,  about  the  same  distance  from 
the  mountains  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  in  no  dan- 
ger of  beinff  surprised  or  injured  by  any  plunder- 
ing partv  ;  but  if  the  House  was  to  do  that  which 
the  ffentleaaan  from  Qeorgia  seemed  to  desire,  it 
would  do  no  good ;  because,  if  oar  object  be  to 


invade  Canada,  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that 
this  could  be  done  with  our  utmost  exertions  by  • 
regular  troops,  hereafter  to  be  raised,  sooner  thao^ 
June  or  July.  Hitherto,  our  proceedings  have- 
been  carried  on  not  only  with  good  humor,  but 
with  great  urbanity  also ;  to  stop  the  debate,  might 
h^ve  a  tendency  to  change,  this,  which  no  onr 
would  regret  more  than  the  gentleman  himself.- 
Before  we  raise  an  army,  and  provide  it  with 
every thinflf  necessary  for  march ing,we  haire  much 
to  do.  We  have  now  no  Washington  to  com- 
mand, and,  since  the  days  of  Joshua,  I  have  read 
of  no'such  man ;  such  men  do  not  appear  every 
century, and  a  thousand  years  will  hardly  produce 
one.  It  is  quite  probable,  except  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  as  good  or  better  appointments  may  be  % 
now.  rni^de,  than  were  made  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolution ;  because  there  are  now  more  men 
of  experience  in  the  country  than  there  were  at 
that  time;  and,  also,  because  the  men  of  talents 
and  experience  are  much  better  known  to  the  Na- 
tional Government  now  thai)  they  then  were; 
besides  the  selectioA  of  gfficers,  the  wagons,  carts, 
and  provisions,  ^re  to  purchase,  and  almost'everv' 
other  article  necessary  for  a  marching  army.  It 
may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark,  that  this  is 
not  a  Government  of  confidence ;  ^nd  that,  before 
we  go  too  far,  we  ought,  by  some  means  or  other, 
to  know  who  is  to  command  the  Army.  There 
cannot  be  much  difficulty  in  this,  especially  as 
every  department  of  the.  Government  seems  wil- 
ling to  raise  a  force  adequate  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it^is  wanted.  And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to 
say,  that  I  hoi>e  this  is  to  be  no  party  war,  but  a 
national  war,  in  which  ^very  person  in  the  na- 
tion may  have  a  fair  chance  to  participate  in  the 
honor  and  glory  to  be  acquired  in  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, and  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  his  country. 
Such  a  war,  if  war  we  bhall  have,  can  alone,  in 
my  judgment,  obtain  the  end  for  which  we  mean 
to  cbntend,  without  any  disgrace.  Before  I  sit 
down,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  say,  that  I  shall  vote 
for  the  resolution  now  under  consideration,  but, 
in  doing  this,  I  give  no  pledge  to  vote  for  the 
number  of  ncven  that  has  been  mentioned  in  de- 
bate. Almost  every  number,  from  fifty  thousand 
down  to  ^fteen  thousand,  have  been  stated  as  the 
proper  number  to^be  raised ;  when  these  are  com- 
pared^ with  the  number  (ten  thousand)  mentioned 
by  the-chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  (and  I  undefrstood  him  to  say  that  was 
the  number  wanted  by  the  Executive,)  it  appears 
more  like  guessing  than  calculating.  The  Ad- 
ministration, no  doubt,  know  the  number  of  troops 
in  Canada  and  in  all  the  American  contiiieatal 
dominions  of  Great  Britain ;  this  is  not  known  to 
the  House — of  course  we  can  do  nothing  but 
guess;  and  it  is  enough  for  me  at  present  to  vote 
th^  number  which  it  has  requested.  If  I  shpuld 
appear  too  cautious  about  voting  men,  it  ought  to 
be  remembered  that  I  voted  for  six  thousand  ad- 
ditional troops,  under  the  belief  that  Great  Brit- 
ain had  made  war  upon  us,  and  that  afterwards 
the  law  raising  them  could  not  be  repealed. 

One  .word  as  to  what  has  been  said  about  se- 
cret proceedings ;  they  are  useless,  and  expert- 
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ence  has  convinced  th€  nation  that  Confess  has 
-  Bev^r  kept  a  secret  one  week ;  it  is  known  to  all 
the  world  that  both  France  and  England  use 
money  to  buv  political  secrets  ;  but  as  the  docu- 
ments are  nablic,  it  would  have  appeared  a  little 
atrance  to  keep  the  proceedings  in  the  Legislature 
which  9riginated  from  them  a  secret. 

Mr.  Smilie  spoke  in  fwor  of  the  report;  when 
the  House  adjourned. 

Frioay,  December  13. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
liabitants  of  that  part  of  Washington  county,  in 
the  District  of  (Jolumbia.  lying  we$t  of  Kock 
f  Creek,  praying  that  the  Levy  Court  of  the  said 
county  may  be  empowered  and  authorized  to  levy 
county  taxes  on  that  portion  of  the  county  com- 
prehending the  City  of  Washington.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mf.  Lacock  presented  a  petition  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  several  Christian  denominations,  in 
the  western  parts  Of  the  United  Stales,  prayii?g 
that  the  mails  of  the  United  States  may  not  be 
carried,  and  that  post  offices  may  not  be  opened, 
on  the  Sabbath  day. — Referred  to  the  Postmaster 
Qeneral. 

Mr.  Blacclbooe  moved  that  the  House  do 
come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Seaolvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  eause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before 
this  House,  a  digest  of  the  system  of  rules  and  regula* 
tions  by  which  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  trained  and  diaciplined.  r       • 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Ranoglph  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  conference)  made  the  eleventh  instant,  together 
with  the  message  from  the  Senate  adherfn^  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  *'  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives  among  the  several 
Slates,  according  to  the  third  enumeration;" 
which  wa&decided  in  the  negative. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Dawson. — Whenweareabouttotakeastep, 
to  assume  an  attitude  which  must  change  all  our 
forei|[n  relations,  and  may  produce  a  change  in  our 
political  character,  it  becomes  us  to  summon  all 
our  wisdom — to  collect  all  our  moderation  and 
firmness,  and  to  unite  all  our  energies  and  exer- 
tions. It  becomes  tis  to  be  "neither  rash  or  diffi- 
dent," o^,  to  uae  the  language  of  one  of  the  greatest 
men  who  ever  li  ved  in  the  tide  of  times,  ^*  Immod- 
enue  valor  swells  into  a  fault,  and  fear  admitted 
into  public  councils  betrays  like  treason."  Such, 
air,  is  the  situation  of.  the  United  States  at  this 
moment.  We  are  about  to  take  auch  a  step— every ' 
sentiment  therefore  which  can  be  offered  demandw 
iu  proportion  of  public  attention,  and  renders  that 
apology  from  me  unnecessary,  which,  on  any 
other  occasion,  common  j^opriety  would  justify. 

After  the  select  Committee  on  our  Foreign  Re- 
lations had  made  tkeir  report^  it  seemed  to  me  to 


be  their  particiklar  dtity  to  ^ive  to  thfs.House  a 
full  exposition  of  their  present  and  ulterior  views 
and  objects,  and  of  those  of  the  Administration, 
as  far  as  they  had  ascertained  them,  founded  on 
tiie  information  which,  it  is  presumed^  they  pos-^ ' 
sessed.  For  thi^  I  waited  with  patience,  aiid 
have  listened  with  attention  and  with, pleasure- 
it  has  been  given  with  promptness,  with  ability 
and  with  candor ;  andwith  that  perspicuity  which 
frees  the  mind  from  all  doubt,  as  to  the  coarse 
which,  in.  their  judgment,  we  ought  to  pursue. 
And  it  now  rests  with  us,  sir,  to  determine  whe- 
their  we  shall  sanca'on  their  recommendation— 
whether  we  shall  adopt  those  measures  nbcessary 
and  preparatory  to  a  war  in  which  it  is  probable 
bur  country  will  be'engage^.  Sir,  in  the  course 
of  my  political  life,  it  has  been  my  duty  to  meet 
and  to  decide  on  some  of  the  most  Important 
questions  which  have  been  agitated  in  our  public 
councils,  alfed  deeply  involving  the  best  interests 
of  our  country;  these  duties  I  have  performed 
with  fidelity  and -without  fear,  and  1  pledge  my- 
self never  to  depart  from  that  line  of  conduct ; 
and,  sir,  at  no  p^ripd  of  my  life,  nor  upon  any 
occasion  have  I  hi^t  any  question  with  more  se- 
rious deliberation  and  more  Undaunted  firmness 
than  1  do  the  present. 

For  several  years  pa$t  I  have  been  an  advocate 
for  the  adoption  of  every  measure,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  place  our  country  in  a  complete 
stale  of  defence,  and  prepare  us  to  meet  any  state 
of  things.  I  have  ihought,  aod'jdo  think  that 
preparatory  and  vigorous  measures  are  i>est  cal- 
culated to  maintain  the  digiri^  and  secure  tlie 
peace  and  happiness  of  our  country-*-that  to  be 
prepared  to  meet  danger  is  the  best  way  to  avert 
it.  These  preparations  have  not  been  carried  to 
the  extent  which  I  have  wished — and  yet,  sir,  I 
am  far  from  thinking  that  my  coukitry  is  in  that 
f^^eble  state  which  some  gentlemen  seem  willing 
to  represent  it.-  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  state, 
that  we  hare  all  the  necessaries ;  all  the  imple- 
ments ;  all  the  munitions  necessary  fbr  a  three 
years'  close  war  against  any  force  which  any 
Power  can  send  to  this  continent. 

All  that  we  want,  are  men.  Ne^  sir,  pardom 
the  expression— all  which  we  want  is  an  express 
sion  or  the  will  of  the  nation.  Let  this  House, 
let  the  colnstituted  authorities  declare  that  will — 
let  them  declare  *^  The  Rej>ublic  to  be  in  danger,'' 
and  thousandf  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our  fel- 
low citizens  will  rally  roimd  the  standard  of  their 
country,  resolved  to  support  her  rights,  avenge 
her  wrongs,  or  perish  in  her  ruin.  Yes,  sir, 
should  that  awfulmoment  ever  arrive,  which  may- 
Heaven  avert  i-^-shonld  we  be  forced  into  a  war 
in  the  defence  of  onr  just  rights,  I  trust  and  be- 
lieve that  there  -is  not  a  man  in  the  nation,  whose 
situation  will  permit,  who  will  not  he  ready  to 
mar^h  at  his  cooiury's  call.  No  man  more  de- 
voutly prays  for  peace  than  I  do  ^  no  man  dj^re- 
cates  large  standing  armies  in  the  time  of  peace 
more  than  I  do — I  consider  them  the  bane  of  so- 
ciety and  the  danger  of  republics;  but,  sir,  as 
peace,  honorable  peace  is  not  always  at  our  com- 
mand, they  must  be  resorted  to  in  time  of  war. 
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Mr.  Bp^ker,  we  have  htard  noch  of  estpense 
4>f  ttxation  aod  efeeonomf .  Sir,  do  man  admires 
trae  eeoDomy  more  tban  1  <(o— no  man  abhors 
that  which  goM  to  defeat  itself  more  than  I  do. 
The  one  is  wi9dom.  the  other  folly ;  and  although 
I  am  an  advocate  foi  economy,  anil  a  riffid  distri* 
btttion  of  the  paUie  funds,  and  opposed  to  taxa* 
tioD,  yet,  sir,  there  are  times  and  circumstances, 
when  consideration  of  that  sort,  when  all  minqr 
coDtideratioDs,  must  be  subs^rrient  to  what  we 
owe  the  publio^when  to  be  freemen  we  must 
eeaee  ro  be  misers.  When  ihe  peace,  the  honor, 
the  independence  of  my  country.  Are  threatened, 
rather  than  sacrifice,  rather  than  endanger  them, 
I  would  draw  erery  cent  from  yonr  publvc. coffer, 
erery  sous  from  your  private  purses;  and  this, 
I  am  bold  to  say,  h  thd  undif  i^d  sentiment  of 
those  I  hare  the  honor  to  represent. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  rose,  it  was  not  my  inten- 
tion to  go  into  the  various  reasons  which  will  fb^ 
dace  me  to  vote  in  faVor  of  that  resolution,  or  to 
recapitulate  the  wrongs  which  urge  its  adoption ; 
they  have  been  fully  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
comimttee  itself,  and  louse  its  own  words,  ^'Tbe 
cold  recital  of  wrongs,  of  injuries  and  aggressions^ 
kuowo  and  felt  by  every  member  of  this  Union,' 
could  have,  no  other  effect  than  to  deaden  the 
Bational  sensibility  and  render  the  public  min^i 
callous  to  injuries  with  which  it  isj  already  too 
familiar."  .  Nor,  sir,  do  I  mean  to  underr^ite  or  to 
belittle  the  power  and  resources  ,of  the  nation 
with  whom  we  sh^ll  j>robably  be  engaged.  I 
know  her  to  be  great  and  powerful,  and  that  we 
ahall  find  a  {ot  not  unworthv  our  sword.  I  know 
that  our  countrymen  will  be  subjected  to  great 
difficulties,  hardships  and  dangers ;  but  confiding, 
in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  in  their  virtue  and 
valor,  1  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  result. 

Mr.  NCLSON  protested  against  the  doctrine  thAt 
hi  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  ne  should  pledge 
himself  to  the  support  of  wlratefver  ulterior  meas*- 
ores  the  Cbmmittee  of  Foreign  Relations  might 
cht>08e  to  ad<)pt.  He  was  sensible  that  he  should 
hazard  the  censure  of  his  associates  ia  the  R^- 
^rablkan  cause  by  the  observations  he  proposed 
to  submit.  Na^,  his  Republican  friends  might 
have  the  audacity  to  denounce  him  as  an  apos- 
tate, but  the  people  had  intrusted  him- with  tneir 
dearest  rights  and  interests,  and  be  was  resolved 
to  pursue-  these  according  lo  his  best  judgment, 
regardless  of  the  strictures  of  friends,  and  of  the 
contumacious  t^buse  of  the  press.'  Proscription 
should  have  no  in^uence  on  his  conduct.  And 
hence  he  must  express  bis  astonishment  at  those 
gentlemen  who  had  threatened  the  House  With 
the  previous  question,  when  they  themselves  ad- 
mitted the  vast  importance  of  the  subject  under 
discussion.  Tacitus  informs  us  that  even  the 
aemi-barbarian  Germans,,  when  war  was  to  be  de- 
eided  oo,  took  two  several  occasions  to  debate 
upon  it— one,  when  they  were  in  the  full  posses- 
sion of  their  natural  faculties ;  and,  second,  when 
tiiey  were  excited  by  extravagant  circumstances. 
Hut  in  these  enlightened  days  it  seems  that  ¥re 
are  to  decide  this  all-important  question  without 
debate  1    He  begged  gentlemen  to  diveet  theo^- 


selvesDf  pasltion.  It  was  not  a  time  to  bow  to 
the  influence  of  improper  feelinffs.  They  ought 
calmly  and  coolly  meet  the  subject.  They  were 
to  decide  upon  a  question  which  was  of  no  mo« 
mentary  nature;  If  they  did  go  to  war,  it  would 
he  a  lasting  waT ;  and  he  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Troop,)  that  if  war- 
speeches  were /necessary  to  bring  the  House  to 
the  sticking  point,  it  wastnuch  too  soon  t6  begin 
war. 

He  proposed  to  consider  these  resolutions  as  a 
measure  of  hostility,  according  to  the  views  of 
its  advocates,  and  then  as  a  measure  of  defensive 
preparations,  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  Executive 
^recommendation,  which  was  favorable  to  peace. 
What  were  the  objects  of  the  war  1  To  estab- 
lish our  neut^l.  rights,  to  exempt  our  seamen 
from  imprci^ment,  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  of  the  blockades,4ind  the  security 
of  the  American  ^g.  What  would  be  the  effects 
of  war,4be  tocsin  of  which  was  for  the  first  time 
sounded  through  the  land?  Our  country  had 
been  blessed  by  Providence  with  more  than  thirty 
years  of  peace  and  plenty.  The  habits  of  the 
people  were  paoific  The  trifling  hostilities  with 
England  were  of  no  consequence.  But  now  the 
.yeomanry  «f  the  country  were- to  be  called  to 
.arms  as  if  our  own  territory  were  to  be  invaded. 
He  ^sympathized  with  the  sufferings  of  his  im- 
pressed and  'incarcerated  fellow-citizens;  but 
would  a '  territoh'ial  war  exempt  them  from  im- 
pressment? Would  it  establish  our  neutral  rights? 
Certainly  not.  The  way  to  enforce  these  rights 
was  bj  a  great  maritime  force,  which  the  nation 
were  incompetent  to  raise  and  support. 

But  the  advocates  of  immediate  war  said  that 
if  they  oould  not  obtain  their  objects  by  direct 
hostility  on  the  ocean,  they  could  do  it  by  a  euc- 
cedaneufar~-bY  the  exercise  of  the  lex  iaiionis  in 
an  indirect  way.  After  issuing  letters  of  marque, 
they  would  resort  to  the  invasion  of  .the  enemies' 
territorial  provinces.  He  contended  that  this 
would  be  inefficacious,  and  maititained  that  to 
convert  our  merchants  into  privateers  would  be 
to  turn  them  loose  t»pon  the  seas  as  highway  rob- 
b;ers.  They  would  net  be  competent  to  carry  on 
a  war  in  this  way.  They  would  have  abandoned 
their  peaceful  pursuits ;  they  would  accept  a  fra- 
ternal embrace  of  French  subjects;  fiebt  side  by 
side  with  them,  and  submit  themselves  to  the 
will  of  the  French  Emperor.  However  scrupu- 
lous gentlemen  might  now  be,  when  the  hour  of 
danger  came  they  would  accept  the  alliance  of 
France.  l*he  national  Interests  would  be  identi- 
fied with  those  of  the  European  continent.  We 
should  adopt  the  c'ontiuental  system,  in  which 
our  liberties  and  independence  would  be  jeopar- 
dized. 

He  deprecated  the  invasion  of  Canada  as  an 
act  of  foreign  conquest.  We  could  not  suppose 
that  Great  Britain  would  slumber  over  our  occu- 
pation of  it)  and  where  should  we  find  a  station- 
ery force  able  to  keep  possession  of  it  as  a  con- 
quered province  ?  Admit  it  as  a  sister  into  the 
Union,  we  dare  not  abandon  it  at  the  peace,  and 
therefore  we  could  not  give  it  back  for  the  restor- 
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ation  of  our  maritime  rights. '  But  f uppose  that' 
Great  Britain  should  hfi  brouftht  to  her  koeen, 
(and  this  was  all  the  most  Taliant  of  us  would 
ask,)  what  have  we  to  expect,  if  the  power  and 
the  commerce  of  England  should  be  throwq  into 
the  arms  of  France,  from  the  hfsh,  the  mighty, 
the  imperial  Napolt on  1  Would  be  respect  us 
more  than  England  would?  Thejr  both  fallow 
their  own  iutereste,  as  we'  ought  to  follow  ours. 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  this  w^f  upon  our- 
selves?   ' 

He  feared  a  war,  not  from  a  puerile  fear  of  its 
expenses  or  of  death,  but  from  a  manly  dread  of 
xhe  consequences  of  this  war^  whicii  must  last  as 
long  as  England  had  a  ithip  at  sea^  or  a  man  to 
man  it.  It  must  link  us  to^the  iiestinies  oi*  conti- 
nental Europe ;  it  would  place  us  under  complete 
foreign  influence  and  foreign  dominion;  it  wodld 
change  our  political  institutions.  The  sages  who 
framed  the  Constitution,  and  illumined  it  by 
their  commentaries,  had  predicted  that  it  would 
not  suit  to  stand  the  shock  of  war.  The  Repub- 
lic would  be  ruined  by  war.  We  do  not  want 
courage.  The  Eerolution  had  shown  proofs  of 
the  greatest  valor  ever  exhibited  by  human  na* 
ture.  But  few  circumstances  besides  invasion 
would  justify  w^r.  )t  would  strengthen  the  Ex; 
ecutiVe  arm  at  the  expense  of  the  Legislature. 
The  Chief  Magistrate  would  have  totcarry.on 
the  war»  He  would,  u|)on  the  plea  of  necessity, 
change  our  appropriations  from  one  object  to 
another.  The  Constitution  would  be  sappied. 
The  legislative  power  would  be  destroyed.  He 
cared  npt  for  the  prices  of  cotton  and  tobacco  as 
compared  with  the  Constitution.  War  would 
introduce  a  slavish  subordinatiion  among  the  p^- 
pie.  They  would  lose  their  republican  simpli- 
city, and  their  republican  independence.  Thef: 
would  neglect  their  homespun  for  the  military 
plume  and  the  gilded  epaulette.  Their  morals 
would  become  depraved.  Love  of  idleness^^- 
travagance,  and  neglect  of  the  dull  pursuitTbf 
common  life,  would  take  place.  The  desire  would 
again  prevail  of  acquiring  large  fortunes  by  itid 
of  invasion,  at  the  expense  of  the  war-worn  sol- 
dier whose  fruits  ^vouJd  be  taken  away  for  a 
mere  song,  as  they  had  been  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolution.  Cupidity  would  he  introduced,  and. 
pervade  the  public  min^. 

I  have  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
repel  the  declarations  of  gentlemen,  that  to  vote 
for  this  resolution  would  pledge  me  to  embark  in 
war.  If  war  is  necessary^  I  will  noi  shrink  from 
it)  big  as  it  is  with  calamity  and  ruin.  It  will  be 
the  duty  of  Government  to  obviate  some  of  itd 
evils. 

I  am  in  hopes,  too,  sir,  th^t  I  have  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  check  the  intemperance  of  the  youth 
of  my  country.  They  will  excuse  me.  I  trust 
we  may  not  be  led  Away  by  the  ardor  of  youth 
or  of  old  age.  I  shall  vote  for  the  increase  of  the 
regular  for<;e,  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  my  friends, 
even  in  a  war,  if  necessary  and  just.  I  have  not 
made  this  speech  to  prove  that  I  am  against  war. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  said  he  had  frequently  observed 
men^bers,  after  a  question  had  undergone  a  very 


tedious  discussioa,  say  that  if  ^he  yeas  and  nays 
had  not  been  called  they  would  not  have  spokea 
on  the  question,  but  these  having  been  called 
they.tnust  assign  the  reasons  for  their  votes.  He 
did  not  approve  of  t^iat  principle^,  because  if  it 
wts  to  be  reduced  to  practice  every  member 
would  speak  to  every  such  question,  and  there 
would  be  no  end  x>f  the  jdebate*  However,  on 
this  question,  though-he  thought  it  had  been  suf- 
ficiently discussed,  yet  he  deemed  it  proper  to 
expi^s^  a  few  thoughts,  not  so  much  to  give  the 
reasons  for  the  rote  he  det^igped  to  give,  as  to 
explain  the  principles  on  which  he  designed  to 
flfive  his  vote.  He  designed  to  vole  for  the  reso- 
lution before  the.  House,  but  not  surely  for  the 
same  reasons  or  with  the  same  determined  views 
that  some  honorable  members  have  expressed. 
He  would  nojt  dwell  on  the  tyrannies  ai^d  robber- 
ies of  either  the  more  ancient  or  modern  despots 
of  QorernttieDts  of  the  old  world,  but,  confine 
htmself  to  such  as  had  a  direct  relation  to  the 
question  depending  before  the,HoUM?. 

That  the  nggressions  ilnd.  bad  faith  of  the 
British  Government,  aod^  th^  recommendaitions 
of  the  Executive,  were  the  foundation  of  the 
resolutions  before  the  House  Was  admitted  by  all 
tl^at  have,  spoken  on  the  question.  In  order  to 
W  understood  he  would  take  a  concise  retrospect 
of  our  relations  with  Britain  since  i^early  the 
commencement  of  thepresent  Grovernment  of  the 
United  States. 

During  the  First  Congress  an  Indian  war  was 
commenced  on  our  western  frontier,,  and  conduct- 
ed as  usual  with  savage  ferocjty;  but,  believing 
that  it  only.  resCilted  from  the  combination  of  a 
few  tribes,  onr  defensive  measures  at  first  were 
weak,  and  .our  first  attempts  unfortunate.  But 
it  soon  became  such  a  tedious  and  expensive  war 
a$  to  require  f6r.  several  years  the  exertion  of  all 
our  resourcesl  It  had  at  last  a  fortunate  con- 
clusion;: but  duping  its  progress  otK  Government 
and  the  citizens  were  folly  convinced  that  tha 
Indians  were  encouraged  and  supp6rted  by  the 
British  Government. 

We  all  knew  that  for  several  years  past  In- 
dian councils'  have  been  convened  by  Britbh 
agents,  who  infi.uenced  tjiem  by  presents  and 
employed  them  as  emissijries  to  excue  the  peace- 
able Indians  in  our  own  territories  to  go  to  war 
against  our  new  and  dispersed  settlements.  It 
would  be  infidelity  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  Indiana 
having  received  their  arms,  .&«.,  rfrom  British 
agents,  and  though  these  British  allies  have  got 
a  cheel^  in  the  ^late  engagemc^nt,  yet  it  also  ha» 
cost  06  dear.  We  have  no  ground  to  conclude 
that  the  danger  is  over;,  reVenge  is  the  predomi- 
nant passion  of  savages,  and  though  we  have  not 
such  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  British  in  the. 
present  instipce  exciting  the  Indians  to  war  and 
supplying  them  for  that  purpose,  as  we  had  in 
1793,  when  President  Wabbinoton  received  a 
cony  of  Lord  Dorchester's  speech  to  the  Indian 
trioes  encouraging  them  to  war  against  our  set- 
tlements, and  promising  them  a  co-operation  of 
the  British  force — the  copy  of  which  gracious 
speech  several  members  yet  in  Congress  saw  a| 


501 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


602 


DfiCEBfBER,  1811. 


Foreign  Bdatitms. 


H.  OP  R. 


that  time  and  every  rftembei^,  has' heard  of  it-^ 
throagh  a  kiDd  Providence  thaft  co-operation  was 
prevented  by  the  defeat  of  the  British  armies  in 
Karope.  Though  we  have  not  at  present  such 
explicit  proofs  that  the  Indianis  at  present  are 
acting  as  British  lilies,  yet  we  have  as  much 
proof  as  the  nature  of  the  case  can  afford,  and  it 
would  be  very  unwise  ^f  we  did  not  act  accord^ 


aely. 
Fro 


from  the  above  view  of  the  subject,  if  we  had 
no  other'  cause,  I  dedqce  the  expedieuicy  of  in- 
creasing our  regular  force  agreeable  to  tbe  re- 
commendation of  the  President  and  of  our  com-^ 
mrttee.  I  think  'more  has  been  said  about  taking 
Canada  thaa  was  necessary^  It  Is  true,  that  dur- 
ing the  same  Indian  war  it  was  the.  opinion  of 
opr  mo$t  sage  politicians  that  wehever  oould  be 
secure  against  Indian  war  till  we  had  possession 
of  Canada,  and  by  that  means  have  it  in  our 
power  to  cut  off  the  communication  beiwe^ti 
foreign  nations  and  ^e  Indians  on  x>ur  frontiers 
a^d  in  our  own  territofy.  They  said  that  neither 
otir  revenue,  our  credit  or  population  .woulj  ^t 
that  time  justif^r  the  attempt;  but  that  we  were 
rapidly  increasing  in  population  and  all  other 
resources  while  the  nations  of  Burof)e  are  wnst- 
ing  tlt^lr  own  strength,  but  the  time  was^fast  ap- 
proaching when  we  must  repel  national  insults 
pr  aorrender  our  independence.  This  was  said 
pailicalarly  with  respect  to  the  impressment  of 
oar  seamen.  At  the  cpmmencement  of  4bis  out- 
rage, never  committed  by  any  other  nation  bat. 
Britain,  the  public  mind  was  very  sensibly  affect- 
ed by  it,  bat  time  and  Hie  frequent  repetitlcrn  of 
the  injury  seems  to  have  rendered  the  public 
feelibgs  callous.  This  put  hlln  in  mind  of  what 
he  bad  sometimes  observed,  that  when  the  sav- 
ages scalped  a  few  families  on  the  frontier,  the 
whole  country  was  terribly  alarmed,  but  that 
after  thcf  savage  butchery  had  continued'and  ex- 
tended itself  for  some  time,  the  sensibility  seemed 
to  iabate.  This  had  been  evidently  the  effect  of 
the  continued  impressment  of  otir  seamen.   ' 

Mr.  F.  said  he  did  not  vote  for  a  •Tespectal>le 
increase  of  otir  regular  force  #ith  a  settled  der 
terndination  of  going  to  war.  His  fixed  view  was 
to  prevent  war,  the  best  means  for  doing  which, 
it  was  generally  admitted,  was  to  be  prepared  for 
it;  this  was  the  most  effectual  means  of  deterring 
other  nations  from  forcing  it  on  us.  or  doing  lis 
unprovoked  injury.  This  was  hot  tlie  first  occa- 
sion that  he  had  heard  threats  of  taking  Canada 
talked  of  on  that  floor, -he  thought  improperly. 
We  were  now  called  to  make  provision  for  such 
a  force  as  would  enable  the  Executive  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  country ;  whether  it  would 
become  expedient  to  defend  the  country  bf  of- 
fensive operations,  was  not  the  present  <|uestion  : 
wbatvwas  now  proposed,  was  to  provide  sufficient 
means  of  defence.  Whether  it  became  expedi- 
ent to  conduct  that  defence  by  offensive  opera- 
tions, was  a  question  to  be  decided  after  the 
means  were  provided;  it  was  his  opinion  that 
this  provision  was  too  long  delayed. 

If  It  is  an  advantage  to  a  nation  to  have  justi- 
iable  tiausea  of  war,  the  United  States  have  pos« 


sessed  that  advantage  ever  slnce^the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  Gk>vernment,  and  even  before 
that  period.*  ^Hiese  causes  with  Britain  have 
been  sometimes  relaxed,  and  sometimes  changed 
their  forms,' but  seem  now  to  have  come  to  a 
crisis.  The  impressment  of  our  eeamen,  admit- 
ted by  all  to  be  a  justifiable  cause  of  war,  has 
never  been  relinquished;  bi;it  numerous  other 
causes  have  iTow  been  added.  Consulting  what 
we  thought  expedient,  we  have  borne  a  testimony 
Against  these  injuries  by  every  practicable  re- 
striction, short  91  hostility:  in  doins  this,  we 
consulted  O'jr  own  resources.  Since  these  causes 
of  wa recommenced j  our  population,  our  revenue, 
otir  credit,  and  other .  resources,  have  greatly  in- 
creased. The  question  now  is,  whether  they  are 
so  much  increased  as  to  render  it  expedient  to 
provide  for  our  own  defence  by  offensive  op- 
erations, if  necessary.  His  own  opinion  was, 
that  we  were  in  that  sftoation  that  it  was  our 
duty  to  make  such  provi:iion  as  would  have  a 
tendency- to  prevent  war;  or,  if  war  was  neces- 
sary, would  insure  success;  and  oh  these  princi- 
ples he  wcmld  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Roberts  observed  he  should  offer  no  apo- 
logy for  rising  so  late  ia,  this  discussion,  as  thtf 
short  time  for  which  he  was  about  to  ask  atten- 
tion would  not  justify  ft.  The  eloquence  and 
talents  which-had  been  so'  abundantly  exhibited 
($n  tbi^  occasion,  would  not  admit  of  more  than  a 
concise  expression  of  his  opinion,  without  sub- 
jecting him  jiistlyy  to  the  charge  of  presumption. 
When  the  report  now  under  consideration  came 
first  before  the  House,  I  was,  said  he,  of  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  were  disposed  to  decide  upon  it 
without  4ebate.  I  have  frequently  been  id  the 
minority  on  the  question  of  adjournment,  from  a 
wish  to  reach  the  question  on  tlie  resolutions. 
Under  these  impressions  I  confess  I  viewed  the 
challenge,  or  rather  the  invitation,  given  by  the 
gentleman  froiri  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grdndy,)  "  to 
debate  thisr  subject  tiow,  if  it  was  to  be  debated 
at  all,"  more  as  the  impulse  of  an  ingenuous  mind, 
preferring,  on  all  occasions,  an  open  course,  than 
the  dictates' of  prudence  or  necessity..  Nor  was 
it  till  after  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Macon)  bad  invited  and  irrged  discussion^ 
that  I  became  disposed  to  join  in  opinion  with 
them,  thie  correctness  of  which  the  debate^  this 
day  has  very  much  strengthened. 

By  the  adoption  of  this  renort,  we  are  enterinsp 
on  a  system  of  operations  ot  the  utmost  national 
moment ;  the  effects  of  which  the  wisest  amongst 
us  cannot  fully  foresee,  and  on  which  we  have 
no  choice  but  to  act.  The  discussion  has  already 
elicited  opinions,  which  it  is  well  to  know  exist  ^ 
and  the  more  ^so.since  some  of  them  admit  the 
holders  to  vote  for  the  report,  while  they  allow 
them  to  be  adverse  to  the  measures  which  are  ne- 
cessarily to  follow  it.  A  little  time  may  be  well 
spent  in  comparing  sentimei^ts  in  this  stage  of  the 
business,  as  it  may  be  conducive  co  celerity  of 


*  The  British  retaining  the  Western  posts,  and  the 
Spaniards  retaining  part  of  our  territory,  were  justifia* 
Me  causea  of  war. 
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movement  io  th^  sequel,  ainl  give  more  certain 
effect  to  the  measures  which  must  ultimately  be 
followed. 

Every  politrcal  camttiunity  must^  of  necessity, 
possess  rights^  which  it  may  enjoy  tnciepentiently 
of,  and  in  common  with,  every  other.  ^  One  of 
those  rights  is  an  uncontrolled  jurisdiction  over 
its  own  territory.  It  has  long  ago  been  found 
necessary  for  nations  .to  settle  by  convention  on 
the  great  scale  where  the  limits  of  territory  sha^l 
cease,  and  where  the  high  seas  shall  comjiience. 
This  convention,  or  law,  has  determined  that  the 
ships  of  neutrals  shall  be  a  part  of  the  national 
territory ;  so  long  as  they  are  caTelUlto  preserve 
a  pacific  character.  Through  the  intervention 
of  vessels  navigating  the  high  seas,  nations  in 
amity  are  enabled  xo  overcome  the  want  of  proz- 
imity,-knd  ail  the  purposes  of  Irade  and  commer 
cial  mtercouirse  may  thereby  be  extended,  as-well 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  remotest  cprners  of  the 
earth,  as^  to  those  only  divided  by  a  geometrical 
line.  An  attempt  to  interrupt  this  intercourse 
by  a  third  nation,  is  so  serious  an  act  of  hostility 
and  wrong,  as  not  only  always  to  justify,  but  to 
demand,  resistance.  The  gentleman' froni  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Ranoolph)  has  said,  the  Gotvernment 
would  not,  on  a  former  occasion,  go  to  war,  when 
their  trade,  which  consisted-  in  carrying  the  pro- 
duce of  one  foreign  country  to -another,  was  an- 
noyed and  cut  up ;  ^nd  why  hot,  he  says,  be  pa- 
cinc  now,  as  well  as  th6n  9  While  1  agree  that, 
our  national  righto  extend  to  both  alike,  admit- ^ 
ting,  however.,  everv  Government  to  make  her 
own  municipal  regulations,  I  roost  be  allowed  xo 
consider  our  direct  export  and  in^porrtirade  n^iich 
better  worth  contending  for,  than  what  has  been 
denominated  pur  carrying  trade.  The  cuiti  v^ors 
and  owners  of  the  soil  have  never  shown  any 
disposition  to  fight  for  the  latter  trade ;  and,  for  a 
very  plain  and  consistent  reason*  •  War  is  sure  to 
bring  on  ito  train  of  evils  and  expense ;  and  wliere 
it  is  obvious  that  tbese  will  ilmbunt.  to.  more  thab 
the  loss  of  the  exercise  of  a  ri^ht  in  its  nature  of 
but  transitory  use  and  minor  interest,  a  free  peo^ 
pie  may  with  propriety  refuse  to  hazard  them  for 
Its  support.  It  is  not  for  such  a  people  to  war  for 
a  speculative  right  or.an  empty  name.  .The  car- 
rying trade,  it  must  be,  owned,  w^s  profitable  in 
exercise,  1)ut  it  was  a  profit  thar  could  be  |^ivea 
up,  without  vital  prejudice  to  the  national  inter- 
ests. Not  so  with  our  fair  export  trade.  To  ^ield 
this,  would  be  absolute  recoionization.  It  must 
not  only  affect  us,  in  the  great  resources, of  na- 
tional strength;  but  it  roust  break  the  spirit  of 
our  citizens,  and  make  them  infidels  in  the  prinei* 
pfe  of  self-government.  It  ^ould,  at  the  same 
time,  add  means  and  facilities  to  the  aggressing 
nation  to  multiply  her  outrages.  Give  up  tke  ex- 
port trade  to  Great  Britain,  and  you  will  next  be 
required  ^o^ive  up  the  coasting  trade,  and  to  ad- 
mit her  navigation  act  to  as  complete  operation  in 
our  bays  and  harbors,  as  ic  now  has  round  the 
limited  shores  of  the  British  isles.  The  spirit  of 
commercial  monopoly  she  has  so  pertinaciously 
manifested,  proves  that  her  ambition  craves  more 
<han  her  means  can  aspire  to.    The  wrongs  she 


has  long  been  aAd  still  fs  committing  towards 
tbese  States,  have  assumed  a  character,  that  im- 
periotisly  calls  for  a  resistance,  made  by  all  for 
the  benefit  of  all. 

In  the  alternative  offered  in  the  non-importa- 
tioq  acts  for  the  restoration  of  friendly  intercourse 
with  tireat  Britain  and  France,,  they  have  only 
been  required,  ^Ho  cease  to  yioiate  our  rieytrai 
rights" — they  are  not^eqUired.as  a  prdiminary  to 
amicable  relations,  to  make  indemnity  for  past 
spoliations.  This  offer,  moderate  to  faultiness, 
Britain  avotds  accepting,  and.  at  the  same  time  for- 
feits her  plighted  faitbto  the  United  States  to  keep 
pace  with  France  in  relax inj(  her  aggressions,  on 
a  nliserable  equivocation.  After  so  patient  a  for- 
bearaiice )  after  so  many,  and  so  ^reat  sacrifices, 
m.ade'tp  avoida  resort  to  war;  when  moderation 
has  uniformly  invited  injury ;  when  an  hostility, 
as  invetefate.  as  copstant  and  long  continuing^  can 
leave  little  hope  of  a  change  of  temper  on  the  part 
of  the  British  Government,  it  is  sureljr  time  to 
pr^re  to  make  a  stronger  appeal  to  her  intefeata. 

The  report*  itself,  and  the  discussioii  arising  out 
of  it/,  presents  different  Considerations  to  the  mind. 
,The  Executive  Message  has  delineated  the.  pos- 
ture of  our  affairs  with  Britaia,«nd  has  marked  out 
a  course  of  policy  adapted  to  them  with  much 
clearness.  From  the  mutual  ocplanations  of  the 
members  of  the  Conimittee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
it  appears  that  it  became  a  q uest ion ^  whether  their 
report  should'  conform  to  ^he' Message,  or*  take  a 
more  advanced  position.  It  has  been  made,  how- 
ever, very  much  in  conformity  with  \t\  and  the 
members  of  th^  committee  have  mostly  given 
their  opinions  on  uheridr  measures  with  equal 
candor  and  ability.  .  With  the  gentleman  from 
•Virginia,  who  spoke  last,  (Mr.  Nelsom,)  I  am 
ready  to  vote  for  the  rifport ;  but  by  this  vote  I  do 
not  pledge  myself  further  than  to  act  as  future 
exigence  may  justify.  An  auentive  perusal  of 
the  Message  has  impressed  my  mind  with  a  con- 
viction that  it  is  the  result  of  much  and  wise  delib- 
eration. It  is  strongly  m^irked  ^ith  a  correct  and 
intimate  knowledge  of  ibis  shbject.  The  Consti- 
tution has  assigned  it  as  a  doty  to  the  Executive  to 
superintend  the  external  concerns  of  the  Union. 
I  deem  it  particularly  fortunttte  tbat  that  officer, 
frotx^a  long  concern  io  the  government,  is  well 
read  in  the  jiistory  of  our  disputes  with  Great 
Britain*.  A  communication  of  his  opinion,  in  the 
highly  responsible  sha);>e  it  has  come  before  this 
House,  justly  claims  for  it  great  and  high  regard. 

**By  being  re^dy,"  says  the  Message ;  ^  t6  meet 
with  cordiality,  satisfactory  proofs  ot  a  change  of 
temper  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  adapt  our  measures  to  the  views 
which  have  been  dieelosed  through  their  Minis- 
ter," we  shall  ^  best  consult  our  whole  do^y."  In 
pursuance  of  these  suggestions,  the  report  appears 
to  have  been  made.  While  we  are  seriously  pre- 
paring to  meet  the  worst,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a 
Republican  people,  we  shall  hold  ourselves  ready 
by  this  course  to  accept  an  honorable  and  sa6 
accommodation  of  differences  to  the  last  moment. 
If  that  accomnM>dation  does  not  take  place  before 
the  time  preparations  are  made  for  an  appeal  to 
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arms,  (of  which.  I  confess,  I  have  but  little  hope»^) 
I  shall  decide,  tor  war,  as  promptly  as  any  ooe, 
and  plaCe  my  foot  a$  far  as  he  who  goes  farthest ; 
but  that  vote  shall  not  be  given  to  su  bserve  any  local  ^ 
or  partial  interests.  Our  people  have  hereto(ore 
been  generally  employed  in  growing  the  necessa-. 
riea  add  raw  materials  for  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
eichanglDg  them  for  the  elegances,  luxuries^  and 
wealth  of  other  nations.  In  the  advantages  theooe 
arising,  every  portion  of  the  community  hate  hap- 
pily  participated.  The  inhabitanu  of  ihe  more 
rigorous  climates  of  the  Bast  and  North  have  been 
the  merchants  and  navigators  for  those  of  the 
mil4<^r  regioi)s  of  the  3outh  .^ud  W^t..  This 
course  of  ihiogs,  after  having  been  for  a  while 
strongly  impelled,  by  the  war  growing, oQt  of  the 
French  Revolution,  has  now  become  impeded,  bv 
obstructions  derivea  from  the  same  source,  A 
change  of  attitude  with  this  change  of  things  19 
called  .for,  and  his  call  is'  msLfle  under  circuroi- 
8tance$  that  prints  no  alternative  bti  a  vigorous 
preparation  u>r  resistance,  or^as  has  been  frequently 
observed  during  this^  debate,  ^unconditional  jsub* 
mission."  ^        • 

Far  be  it  from  me,  to  wish'  16.  appear  to  view 
the  evils  of  war  lighily — I  am  not,  ho,wever,  for 
conjuring  up  pictures  of  them^  however  )|^reat,  to 
deter  me  from  thy  dt^t^.  Even  ^  free  people,  Whose 
every  habK  and  feeling  inclipQ  them  to  ^eaoe, 
most  sometimes  meet  war ;  aad  when  the  unhappy 
necessity  occurs,  they  should  be  prepared  to  meet 
it  with  an  unshaken  countenance.^  That  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  will  so  o^eet  it,  I  feel  the 
fullest  assuraoce.  Neither  a  wish  to  ajvuid  ex- 
pense Dor  the  just  fea)r  of  physical  and  moral  in- 
jury can  possibly  iaduce  them  to  surrender  or  dis- 
sipate the  rich  inheritaQeechey^possiMs,  purchased 
with  the  bldod  of  their  fathers.      '  ' 

1  cann^ot  view  the  British  possessions,  which  in 
case  pf  a  war  are  more  particularly  presented  to 
our  attack,  ipis  necessarily  ealcnlated  to  produce 
the  consequences  some  geov^^i^^,  anticipate.  11' 
a  war  should  take  place,  the  enei^y's  commerce 
will  call  into  exercise  thfe  enterfirise  and  Jnue* 
pidity  of  our  eitiz^hft;  not;  as  has  been  said,  in  the 
character  of  pirates,  lawless  depredators  aiid  bncr 
caneers  ;  but  a&  nien  en^^^d  in  justifiable  reipri- 
sal  and  open  .wairfare.  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
there  will  be  no.  stroaeer  motive  to  our  citizens  to 
combat  bjr  the  side  ofNapoleon's  warriors  than  at 

Kesent  ;.if  they  choose  to  expatriate  tbem^elvev, 
IS  the-Goveroment  power  to  preyent  ii  ?  I  be- 
lieve not.  Congress  will  hardly  add  legal  "facili- 
ties to  such  a  warfare — such  iears  can  have  .no 
foundation. 

The  British  Colonies  on  this  Coi^ktioent,  in  a 
war  between  this  country  and  ^er,  oittst  also  be* 
come  an  object  of  attack' to  us.  No  gentleman 
has  expressed  a  doubt  of*  oitfr  ability  to.  mase  a 
conquest  of  them — but  they  presage  eyils  td  arise 
out  of  the  conquest.  Our  territory,  say  they, 
already  too  large,  by  such  a  measure  most  be 
greatly  increased,  and  the  integrality  of  this  Union 
endangered,  if  not  destroyed.  If  our  country  shall 
be  drawn  to  the  conquest  of  those  territories,  the 
disposition  jof  them  is  not  a  question  to  be^ettled 


how ;  that  must  follow  the  acquisition.  But  if  it 
were  to  be  settled  now,  1  do  not  think  it  ver^  em- 
barrassing. If  by  annexing  them  to  the  Union,  it 
should .  he .  feared  that .  the  Federal  Government 
could  pot  embrace  it,  let  them  become  an  inde- 
pendent and.  self-governed  nation,  with  whom  our 
amicable  relations  would  be  cemented  by  ties  of 
gratitude  on  their  part ;  it  would-surely  be  better 
than  to  have  them  governed  by  the  slaves  of  an 
inimipal  and  rival  Power,  and  xcot  as  a.  recepta- 
cle for  Spendthrifts  and  out^ws. '  The  importance 
of  these  colonies  to  Great  Britain  has  been  ques- 
tioned ;  but  there  i&nothipg  clearer,  than  that  they 
are  becoming  every  da ]^  of  more  importance  to 
the  niothpr country  5'  their  eoosequence  is  increas- 
ing in  the  ratio;  that,  that  .of  her  sugar  colonies  is 
decreasing, 

I  cannot  With,  some  gentlemen  doobt  the  suffi- 
ciency of  this  Government  to  conduct  a  war. 
However  congenial  a  state  of  peace  may  be  to  a 
Republic,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
must. ha v^  been  framed  with  a  view  to  war  as 
well  as  pe^e.  The  members  of  the  grand  con- 
vention had  almost  all  been  active  characters  in 
the,  Revolutionary  war.  On  the  subject  of  vvar 
they  vtcira  certainly  more  than  mere  theorists. 
Honest  apprehensions,  have,  too,  beeh.  entertained 
ill  times  bacfc  of  the  Government  being  too  strong ; 
I  think,  however,  that  we  may  look  with  well' 
grounded  confidence  for  cotnplete  sufficiency  in  it ; 
without  being  alarmed  at  the  reverse  of  the  pic- 
ture. '  While  the  power  of  declaring  war  is  vest- 
ed in  Congress;,  while  levies  and  supplies  are 
within  its  control ;  while  a  check  on  the  appoint- 
ing fiowers  is  Tested  in  the  Senate,  and  a  periodi- 
cal term  i  nay  on  of  the  President's  office  exists;^ 
the  Executive  arm,  though  sufficiently  untram- 
melled for  necessary  and  useful  comm|ind^  is  effec- 
tually paralyjed  as  to  the  exercise  of  power  to  af- 
fect or  change  the  free  features  of  the  Govern- 
ment; unless  indeed  the  representation  should  be- 
coihe  utterly  corrupt,  an  event  no  one  can  believe 
possible,  tfeel  much  satisiaction  at  this  moment 
in  sS?eing  a  man  at  the  head  of  the 'Government 
who  had  a  conspicuous  Concern  in  framing  the 
Constitution,  and  whos^  official  duties  have  since 
closely  connected  him  with  the  administration  of 
Governm^t  under  it.,  in  the  Message  out  of 
which  the  report  before  yoa  has  sprung,  not  thei 
slightest  doubt  b  diatoverable  of  the  efficiaiey  of 
out  institutions  to  sustain  us  under  every  exigency 
that  may  overtake  us.  My  own  refiections  on 
this  subject  (and  they  have  neither  been  light  nor 
tntnsitory)  have  neither  served  to  alarm,  or  in- 
timidate. I  repute  in  safoty  on  the  saving  max- 
im,'  ijevieF  to  despair  of  the  Republic," 

Mr.  McK££«— Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  address 
the  House  at  this  late  hour  of  the  debate,  with 
reluctaooe  ;.  but  the  importance  of  the  question 
must  be  my  apology. 

doihe  gentlemen,  in  felicitatiiig  themselves  on 
account  of  the  temper  of  the  House,  evidenced 
by  the  determination  to  adopt  vigorous  measures 
against  England,  have  expressed  a  regret  that 
measures  of  a  similar  character  had  not  been  re- 
sorted to  long  since. 
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Iq  (bis  seotiment  I  caDDOt  agree.  la  reviewiD^ 
pa^t  times,  we  caooot  but  pe^c^iTe;  tbat  it  bas 
Deeii  the  desire  of  the  Goveroment  to  avoid  .l^eing 
involved  io  the  war  with  wbich  Europe  has  beea 
so  loDff  desolated,  and  hy  dealing  out  justice  to 
the  beliigerebts,  respectively,  with  lan  impartial 
baod,  to  preserve  6ur  neutrality^  permitting  our 
citizens  peacefully  to  pursue  their  private  avoca- 
tions, reaping  the  rich  harvest  arising  from  our 
neutral  commerce.- 

This  was  certainly  a  wise  policy,  and  the  dis- 
tinguished fiucc^  with  which  it  was  attended 'is 
a  clear  evidence  of  its  ^wisdom  .and  propriety. 
Why,  then,  shotUd  it  be  condemned  t  Have  any 
people  ever  acquired  individual  .wealth  with  so 
much  rapidity ;  or  hav«  any  been'  more  happy  in 
the  enjoyment  of  domestic  tranquillity,  thanthe 
people  or  the  United  States  ?  None.  iThe  wish 
of  the  liite  and  the  present  Administrations^,  was 
to  .continue  this  state  of  happy  prosperity  as  lopg 
as  it  was  practieable,  by  making  acts  of  wrong 
and  vexation  of  a  nainor  sort,  growing'out  of  the 
violence  of  the  times,  the  subject  of  negotiation, 
rather  tban  a  cause  of  war.  And,  is  this  eourse 
of  polidy  now  to  be  condemned,  and  regrets  en* 
teved  up  tbat  we  hare  not  been  at  war  years  ago?, 

vAt  tiie  opening  jof  the  session  of  Con?i«ss,  in' 
December,  1809^  after  the  disavowal  of  Brskine's 
arrangement,  when  our  relations  with  England 
assumed  a  more  unfavorable  aspect  th^n  at  the 
close  of  the  Sun^mer  session,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  with  a  desire  to  preserve  oij^r 
neutrality,  presented  to  the  House  a  measure  usu- 
ally termed  Maoon^s  bill,  No.  1 ;  a  measure  which 
it  is  now  known  was  approved  by  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  had  the  sfinction  even -of  a  higher  au- 
thority,  (if  such  there  be.}  This  measure  was 
calculated  in  its  operation,  to  present  serious  diffi- 
cnlties  to  those,  nations  by  whom  the  rights>of 
our  neutral  flag  were  disregarded ;  and,  'at  the 
sainetime,  it  left  open  to  the  enterprise  of  our, 
citizens,  tbpse  channel  of  trade,  not  ineluded 
within  the  scope  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the 
belligerents, as  they  then  stood;  a  commerce  as 
extensive  and  valuable  iais  we  can  expect  to  enjoy 
in  times  of  general  neace.  It  was,  however,  Ap- 
posed, and  successfully,  re^,  by  war  speeches.  It 
fell,  and  by  its  fall  the  Administration  were  driven 
from  their  ground,  and  the  hopes  of  maintaining 
Bueh  longer  the  neutrality  pf  the  United  States 
also  fell,  with  it. ^  This  unfortunate  event  was 
succeeded  by  the  act  of  May,  1810.  By  this  act, 
the  belligerents  were  invitedi  in  a  new  form,  to 
withdraw  their  orders  and  decrees ;  promising,  on 
our  part,  in  case  either  ^f  them  should  accept  the 
invitation  thus  given  to  both,  ta  put  in  force  the 
nou'-impHortation  sections  of  the  non-intercoufse 
law  against  the  party  persevering  in  ibeir  orders 
or  decrees  for  three  moifths  after  their  adversary 
had  accepted  the  invitation  thus  given.  The  law 
of  May,  1810,  was  enacted  with  a  hope  that  the 
terras  thereby  offered  to  the  belligerents,  respect- 
ively, would  induce  the  one  or  the  other  to  ac* 
cept  them,  and  wjthdtaw  their  orders  or  decrees. 
And  an  expectation  was  also  entertained,  that  if 
one  of  the  parties  could  be  induced  to  relinquish 


their  orders  or  decrees,  the  other  party  would  fol- 
low ihe  exaronle;  and,  if  this  jijust  expectation 
should  be  met  by  a  perseverance  of  either  of  the 
parties  in  their  orders  or  decrees,  after  their  ad- 
versary bad  accepted  the  invitation  thus  given,  it 
would  test  the  sincerity  of  the  various  and  re- 
peated declarations  maxle  by  them,  respectively, 
that  their  orders  and  decrees^  affecting  nur  com- 
merce, Were  reluctantly  issued  ia  their  own  just 
defence.  ■    '.  - 

Those  also  who  preferred  war  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  oiir  neutrality,  and  by  whpm  Macon's  bill 
was  rejected,  would  be  relieved  from  the  embar- 
rassment of  going'to  war  with  twO;  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  in  the  world,  or  of  selecting 
which  of  the  two  should  be  made  our  enemy,  at  a 
time  when  we  had  jostoause  of  war  against  ooth. 
The  fixed,  and  determined  hostility  of  one  of  the 
parties  toward  the  United  States,  would  be  (as 
It  certainly  now  is)  naost  clearly  proved ;  and 
thereby  oar  measures  of  )iostiliiy.  rendered  the 
mor?  necessary,  and  mose  likely  |o  receive  the 
unanimous  approbatioi)  of  the  American  people. 

•My  opinion,  therefore,  is.  that  it  was  wise  to 
preserve  our  neutrality  as  long  as  possible,  mak- 
ing an  appeal  to  force  the  last  reluctant  resort ; 
and.  inasmuch  as  the  majority  of  Congress,  in 
1809,  resolved  to  change  the  peaceful  character  of 
i,hi«  country,  the  intervening  period  has  been  em- 
ployed in  a  last  effort  to  av'ert  the  calamities  of 
war  ;  the  result  of  which  has  Relieved  this  Gov- 
ernment from  any  liabilitv  to  the  ebarge  of  par- 
tiality to  either  of  the  belfigerent^,  6y  compelling 
one  of  them,  by  iheir^  own  a<rt,  to  present  them* 
selves  as  the  object  of  ourjust  hostility. 

In  the  present  sut^  of  our  relations  with  Biu- 
irope,  it  seems  to  me  the  question  which  we  are 
snmmoned  to  decide,  is,  whether  we  shall  repeal 
the  non-importation  law,  or  adhere  to  it  as  a  sys- 
tem of  resisunce  to  the  Orders  iq^  Council ;  or 
whether  we  shall  raise  the  force  eontempla ted  by 
the  resolutions  on  your  tabte,  with  the  intention 
of  using  it  when  raised  against  Great  Britain  1 
If  we  repeal  the  npn-importation  law,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  request,  or  rather  the  mandate  of  His 
Britannic  Mcgesty's  Minister  and  Pletiipotentiary 
to  the  United  States,  without  su&tkuting  war  or 
some  'equivalent  m^asoi^e  of  resistance  to  the  Or* 
ders  in  Council  we  jhalli^onseoratethe  monstrous 
pretc^nsions  of  the  British  tilovern men  t  to  regulate 
our  foreign  trade,  and  fashion  it  into  that  form 
which  best  suits  ner  views  and  interest;  Such  a 
course  would  be  unworthy  and  disgraceful,  and 
would  entitle  us  toi  the  indignant  contempt  of  all 
the  world,  and  cannot  be  pursuedf. 
.  An  adherence  ^d  the  non-importation  law  as  a 
measure  of  resistance  tp  the*  Orders  in  Council, 
appears  to,  me  to  be  no  better.  How  long  shall 
we  live  at  this  poor  dying  rate,  belore  this  non- 
importation law  will  effect  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council?  Will  it  be  two  years  or  twenty 
years  ?  The  answer  is  in  the  bosom  of  futurity. 
But,  in  the  meantime,  onr  prosperity  is  gone  ;  our 
resources  are  wasting ;  and  the  present  sute  of 
things  is  sapping  the  foundations  of  our  political 
institutions  by  the  demoralization  of  the  people. 
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It  etndot  be  de ni^  that  a  bounty  is  offered  to 
the  people  to  violate  your  law ;  a  bounty  that  has 
been  accepted  by  many  .and  will  be  accepted  by' 
more  ;  and  thus  the  wicked  are  prosperous,  while 
the.  good  man  turns  pale;  Their  prosperity  will 
have  an  injurious  and  demoralizing .  effect  on 
the  country,  tending  to  lessen  the  ideal  enormity 
«f  the  Tiolitions  of  you?  laws  by  the  fr^uency. 
aad  famjllaVity  of  such  .acts,  and  the  conae- 
qaent  prosperity*  attendant  (hereoo;  morality  and 
patriotisnn,  will,  in  too  great  a  degree,  be  abad- 
doned  as  the  badges'of  poverty;  .and  whenever 
the  moralfty  and  pa(riotif«Yn  of  y.our  people  isJost 
in  any  degree^  so  in  proportion  will  ybur  political 
iDstitntions  be  rendered  ih^^ure.  In  the  mean- 
time the  wiehes,  the  views,  and  calculations  of 
you?  ad versary,  founded  on ^helr  Qi;der)Lin  Coun-' 
eii,- are  fulfilled. 

To  roe,  therefore,  war  with  all  its  evils  is  the 
preferable  course  calculated  to  ptodui^e  the  de* 
sired  end,  if  attainable  >t  all;  witli  riiefe  c^jerity^ 
by  pr^dueiQ^  a  stronger  appeal  to'th^  interests  of 
the  British  QovernmeDt  to  do  us  justice.  It^has* 
beexi  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Vfrginla,  who 
spok^  last,  f Mr.  Nelson,). that  he  is  willing  to 
comply  with  the  Eze^utUe  recoibmendatioa,  by 
voting  the  ojeD;  but  he  seems  uovrUltng  to  vote 
for  the  employment  of  the^e  men  at  this  time. 

I  am  compeQed  to  understand  the  Executive 
recommeDdatiod,  not  as  merely  eqnfined  to  the 
raising  the  men^  but  to  extend  to  the  employment 
of  the  men  when  rii^ed,  for-  offensive  purposes 
against  the  British  possessions  in  North  America. 
For  whatothei:  purpose  could  the  Executive  rec* 
omtneod  the  raisingof  men  ?•  Could  it  be  to  de- 
fend  the  country  from  invasion,  or  to  quell  insur- 
rection ?  Certiinly  not ;  /qr  no  invasion  or  tnsur- 
rectioin  is  apprehended,  if,  therefore,  themere- 
raising 'the  force  wilt  he  a  compliance  wiib  the 
Executive  recommendation^  as  the  gentleman 
seems  to  believe  it  wtll,  yoo  must  then  accuse 
the  Executive  of  wishing  to  increase  their  owa 
patronnge,  by  creating  a  useless  and  unnecessary 
army  in  time  of  peaoe,  and  thereby  conmring 
down  on  themselves  the  united  cnr&es  of  their 
own  (fiends.  The  uniforn^  opinion  of  the  Exec- 
utive in  the  Legislature,  as  well  as  in  the  Cabi- 
net, is  a  perfect  reluUtion  of  this  idea;  yet  you 
must  attach  this  erroneous  inconsistency  to  the 
Executive,  or  a^duTit  thathi^^  recommendation  to 
rsBie  the  force,  was  made  with  the  intention  of 
osiDff  the foree as  soon  as  raised^  in  offensive  war ; 
and  It  is  with  this,  tiew  alone  that  we  c^nt  be  jus- 
tified in  voting  for  the  resolutions  on  your  table. 
Indeed,  sir^  ray  opinion  was,  and  still  is.  as  t  ex- 
pressed it  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  this  subject,  to  wit;  that,  the  better  mode  of 
proceeding  would  be,  first  to  lay  an  embargo  on 
all  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  for 
a  limited  time,  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  as  well 
as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  eoolmencement 
of  hostilities,  and  as  an  exposition  of  our  inten- 
tions to  this  nation  as  well  as  to  others. 

As  my  remarks  in  the  Committeeof  the  whole 
House  have  been  liable  to  some  misapprehension, 
I  now  beg  have  to  explain  them  to  the  House. 


When  the  tttti  five  riesblutipns  on  your  table 
shall  have  passed  thi$>House,  and  arrive  in  Eng- 
land, accompanied  with  the  commentary  on  them, 
g|ven  by  the  Copjmittee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
England  cannot  misunderstand  their  meaning. 
If,  then,  England  delern^ines  to  conciliate  this 
oounlry  by  with<Jrawmg  ihe  Orders  in  Council, 
the  matter  wiU  en 3  very  well;  but  if  she  deter- 
oiines  to  permit  us  to  proceed  to  hostility  with 
her,  is  it  not  probable  she  will  strike  the  first 
blow  by  sweeping  from  the  oqean  every  inch,  of 
American  cai^vass  ?  What  security  have  you 
that  England  will  not  adopt  such  a  course?  Do 
you  expect  she  will  be  deterred  from  it  by  the 
principles  of  morality  or  -her  ancient  usage  ?  Sir, 
Irtish  history  will  furnish  you  with  cases  in 
poinf.  At  the  commencement  6f  the  war  of 
1756,  long  before  ^ny  declaration  of  war  had 
taken  place  between  France  and  England,  secret 
orders  were  grveti  by  the  English.  Admiralty  to 
sweep  tbe  oeead  of  French  cpmnijerce,  which  was 
executed  acebrdiirgly,  and  American  commerce 
may  share  a  similar  fate. 

My  appr^Lbensions  on  this  sul||ect  are  strength- 
(sned  by  a  recurrence  to  the  origin  of  our  ^differ- 
ences with  England'  Out  of  what  did  they  arise  ? 
Principally  from  the  great  prosperity  of  American 
commerce.  Bdore  the  year  1807  the  English 
traders  were  met  in  almost  every  port  and  harbor 
of  the  wodd  by ^e  Americans;  and  the  Ameri- 
canBhad  t-he  faculty  of  out-trading  the  English 
merchants;  this  excised  the  jealousy  of  the  Eng- 
lish, to  whom  it  seemed,  strange,  that  Aoierican 
ooplmeroe'and  tonnage,  unprotected  as  it  was  by 
naval  forcfe,  should  be  second  only  to  England, 
and  arriving  fast  to  an  equality,  both  in  amount 
and  value,  with  them,  who  were  protected  ty  one 
thousand' ships  of  war.  The  object  of  the  Qov<^ 
ernmeiit  of  Engkad,  seems  to  pae,  iitras  to  give  a 
preference  to  her  owti  cpmmerce  by  crippling 
that  of  others;  and  if'siich  were  and  now  are  her 
views,  by  proceeding  as  we  d6,  we  furnish  tbe 
fairest  opoortunity  to  England  tp  give  your  com- 
merce h  blow  that  it  will  not  recover  from  in  half 
a  century.  By  restraining  your  merchants  within 
your  ports  and  harbors,  and  enabling  them  to 
br^hig  home  their.propurty  from  abroad,  you  would 
not  only  increase  the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war,  but,  in  the  meantime,  preparations  would  be 
made  for  carrying  it  on  with  ^ore  effect  at  the 
outset.  It  is  nqt  to  be  concealed  that,  before  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  you  must  resort  to 
an  embargo;  no  commercial  nation  can,  without 
the'most  obvious  absurdity,  go  to  war  with  a  na- 
val Power  without  first  laying  an  embargo  for 
three  or  four  months.  And  when,  I  ask,  will  you 
proceed  to  lay  your  embargo?  Certainly  it  ought 
to  be  very  shortly,  if  you  expect  the  campaign  to 
open  next  Spring.  Such' a  course  would  have  a 
happy  effect  on  your  recruiting  service ;  no  man, 
then,  could  either  mistake  or  mistrust  your  views, 
and  the  best  population  in  your  country,  perceiv- . 
ing  that  the  nation  was  about  to  engage  in  a  war, 
where  laurels  might  be  won,  would  flock  to  your 
standard; 

But,  sir,  as  matters  now  stand,  your  fitst  five 
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resolutioDs,  lookiDg  to  war,  and  the  «ixtb  re$olu- 
tion,  calculated  only  for  a  state  of  peace^  (he  yeo- 
manry of  the  country  will  recollect  the  fate  of 
the  army  of  six  thousand,  and  will  reluctantly 
engage  in  your  service,  l^st  they,,  too,  should  be 
employed  in  an  ignoble  warfare  against  the  fens 
of  the-  Mississippi  and  the  hosts,  of  mosquitoes 
and  gallinippers  with  which  they  are  infested. 
.  This,  sir,  is  my  view  of  the  subject ;  but,  as  we 
all  appear  to  be  travelling  to  obe  result,  ai)d  only 
differ  about  the  ronte  which  would  be  most  ad- 
visable, and  gentlemen  wh<»e  superior  wisdom, 
ulentSy  and  experience,  I  am-  bot^nd  to  venerate, 
differ  with  me  as  to  thje  mode  ofKoceeding,  and 
have  determined  not  to  go  with  me^  F  will,  go 
with  them;  at  the  same  time,  if  any. 'accident 
should  happen,  I  shall  have  ji'othing  Uf  aoawer 
for — my  constituents  have  no  ships. . , 

Mr.  Stanford  said,  as  the  resolution  befjoce  the 
House  contemptaied  an  additioiia!  army,  and 
from  the  avowal  of  its  friends,  involved  in  it  the 
question  of  peace  or  war,  he  felt  the  ^e^re  to 
assign  the  reasons  d*  his  vote  upoa.so  iraportaQt 
a  sul>ject.  He  was  the  more  disposed  to  do  ao' as 
he  should  probaRy  find  himself  in  a  very  small 
minority  upon  the  que^tibo.  He  wak  not  flatter- 
ed, be  said,  with  using  areum^'nts  whieh  would 
convince  X>rher6 ;  but  for  mmself  he, felt  their 
force  strong  enough  to  fix  his  jnind  against  the 
measure.  If  he  were  to  vote,  hti  said,  for  the 
proposed  army,  he  should  vote  iocdnsistently 
with  all  his  former  opinions  and  princijples  upotn ' 
the  subject,  and  he  never  could  thigk  of  acting  a 
part  inconsistent,  with  himself^  and .  that  more 
especially  when  alibis  experience  had  gone  to 
confirm  his  first  impressions,  his  honest  preju-' 
dices  against  standing  armies.  Suck  eatabliah' 
meats  had'  always  proved  the  bane  of  free  Qov* 
eraments,  and  be  could  not  see^  how  we  were  to 
get  along  with  them,  and  remaiti,  as Jie  believed 
we  were,  the  freest,  and  happiest -people  upob 
earth. 

Bat,  sir,  we  are  told  war  is  ta  be  declared  in 
certain  events,  and  that  (be  army  proposed  is  to 
invade  and  take  the  Canadai.  We  are  then  to 
pass  out  of  the  limit»  of  t|ie  United  States  and 
wage  a  war  of  the  foreign  offend ve; kind!  If 
suph  was  .the  contemplated  use  of  this  jurmy 
when  raised,  be  was  still  the  more  opposed  to  the 
measure.  He  was  against  the  war  itaelff  and  the 
policy  of  it,  and  could  hy  no  meians  yield  .his 
vote  to  bring  it  about.  That  there  was  sufficient, 
cause  of  war«  he. was  ready  to  acknowledge,  and 
he  was  not  tUspo^ed  in  any  the  least  degree,  to 
palliate  the  offences  of  Great  Britain,  or  that  of 
any  of  the  other  belligerents,  coo^imined  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  our  citizensl  All  of  them 
had  deserved  war  at  our  hands,  but  we  aad  at  no 
time  since  the  commencement  of  our  present 
Government  seen  it  our  interest  or  policy  to  give 
into  it,  in  the  open  and  declared  form,  nor  that  of 
any  other  form,  except  that  of  a  quasi  character 
which  happened  under  Mr.  Adams's  administra- 
tion. The  question  never  had  been  whether  we 
had  or  had  not  cause  of  war,  but  whether  the  true 
interest  of  the  United  States  did  not,  under  all  cir- 


cumstances, call  aloud  tipon  us  to  cherish  peace, 
and  to  avoid  war  and  its  evils  as  the  last  of  the 
alternatives  before  us;  and  this,  said  Mr.  S.,  he 
Would  be  able  to  show  w.as  the  Republican  doc* 
trine;  as  well  in  the  old  minority  times  as  since 
that  minority  grew  intp  a  majority. 

T4ie  geoUeman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gbunot) 
had  itfade  a  direct  appeal  to  the  Republicaja 
party,  and  endeavored,  to  rally -and  onite  them  in 
this,  to  them  ^t  least,  new  doptrtne  of  war.  If 
the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  had  any  referepee  to 
him,  he  would  beg  leave  to  'deny  some  of  his 
positions.  He  had  himself  had  some,  small  share 
to  act  h  the  political  seenes  of '98-9,  and  he  waa 
glad  to  find  from.the  gentleman's  declaration 
that  he  had  joined  in.  the  "cljamor".  of  the  day, 
to  pull  down  the  then  Federal  Administration 
for  the  unjusufiipible  war  which  they  had  gone 
into  with  Fn^nce.  ^Mr.  S.  said  he  knew  ke  had 
joihed  in  it  most  heartilr.  He  believed  he  tbea 
.acted  right. in  all  he  did  to  supersede  that  Ad« 
minisiration^  and  he  still  beliieved  he  was  right. 
.The  best  interests  of  the  country  foUbade  the  war, 
and  so  tKe  people  determined,  when  ultimately 
they  carn^  M>  decide  the  question.  That  party 
thus  ousted  by  the  publie  voice,.ihe  present  Re- 
puhlfcad  majority  was  brought  in  upon  their  owa, 
protessions  of  better  principles,  the  love  of  peaee 
and  .economy.  But,  now,  lorgettiog  our  oifL  pro- 
fessions unUer  a  French  crisis,  we  had  raised  the 
crjr  of  war  under  a  Britisli  onje,- and  nothing  short 
of  it  Was  to  save  o^r  honor.  .•  Mr.  S.  declared  if 
there  was  any  difierence  in  the  Causes  of  war  thea 
and  now,  he  thought  it  turned  ipost  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  former. period j  since  the  more  intol- 
erable cmtrage  in  the  cas^  of  the  Chesapeake  had 
been  at  len^^  atoned  for.  What  were  the  facu? 
French  decrees  existed  fit  that  time  against'  your 
rightful  commerc^he  spoke  of  the  arr£ttes  or 
decreesfof  the  French  directory — these  had  the 
same  practical  effect  .on  out  quuriiihie  neutral 
rights  that  the  British  orders  have  now.  French 
cruisers  waylaid  the  mouths  of  your  harbora, 
and  captured  your  vessels ;  and  the  first  sueoesfr- 
ful  act  of  the  United  States  after  the  quasi-war 
commeneed,  was,  the  taking  of  pne  pf  these  craia^ 
ers  in  the  mouth  of  one  of  ou^  harbore.  He 
.  begged  leave  .to  read  the  decree  itself— and  there 
were  oth^s  passed  ahonk  the  same  time  4iot  iesa 
obnoxious. 

•«  Jannaiy  18, 1798,  Axt  |.— Thechancterof  Teaaab 
in  what  cenoems  their  4aaU^>as  neutral  oreiieBiy» 
ihatf  be  decided  by  their  cargo;  in  consennaBce,  evesr 
vaMel  foend  al  aaa,  laden,  in  whole  or  in  pait»  with 
■wichandiss  .earning  fiiom  £ngland  ^r  her  posnfitsioa^ 
shall  be  deeUured  good  prize,  whoever  may  be  the  pn^ 
prietor  of  their  prodoctioiis  or  merchandise.^' 

To  the  spoliations  ^omoiitted  tmder  decrees  of 
this  kind,  which  they  have  always  refused  to 
retribute  and  make  good,  they  added  a  further  in- 
dignity to  the  pation  in  the  persons  of  its  Envoys. 
They  refused  to  receive  (hem  in  their  character  aa 
such,  but  clandestinely  met  their  subordinate 
a^nu  to  intrigue  and  tamper  with  them  for 
bribes,  and  for  a  ponsiderable  ume  withheld  the  ne« 
cessary  passports  for  their  return  home.    Wrongs 
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and  iodignities  like  these,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  Re- 
publioao  miDoritv  of  '98^9  did  not  consider  of 
magnitude  enougn  for  the  United  States  tp  forego 
tile  great  interests  of  peace,  and  give  into  the 
war,  which  was  then  made  to  redress  thein. 
How  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grun- 
dy) could  a?ow  himself  the  advocate  of  peace 
doctrfQe»44ien,  and  those  of  war  bow,  would  be 
for  himself  to  reconcile.  He  felt  that  those  in 
terests  were  as  oa\nipotent  now  as  they  were 

tJ^D. 

But,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Cai^houn)  tells  us  it  is  a  principle 
of  hoDor.in  a  nation,  as  in  an  individual,  to  resist 
a  first  insult.  If  such  doctrine  is  tp  be  admitted, 
when  should  we  have  had  a  moment's  peace? 
From  one  or  the  other  belligerents^  of  Europe, 
sinqe  their  late  .wars  commenced,  wie  have  never 
been  without  just  complainu  against  them  for 
some  violation  of  our  neutral  rights,  and  of  course 
must  have  taken  an  early  share  in  their  Wars. 
The  truth  is,  we  oanqot  liken,  nor  will  the  simili- 
tude hold  good  between  an  individual's  honor, 
or  his  sensibility  to  it,  and  that  of  a  aation^s.  A 
aiogle  impressment  or  capture  may  be  well  ad^ 
milted  to  form  a  ground  of  reprisal/and  war;  but 
we  should  have  been -a  ruined  country  long  ere 
now,  if,  under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
world,  and  belligerent  Europe,  we  had  yielded  to 
this  quickness  of  sensibility,  and  had  gone  lo  war 
for  a  first  and  single  instance  of  aggression  from 
either  of  the  belligerents^  The  sam^  gentleman 
argues  that  everything  now  calls  upon  us  to 
make  a  stand  ;  that  there  was  no  danger  to  our 
liberties  in  a  standing'  army  of  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  men,  and  that  all  admitted  there  was 
justifiable  cause  of  war,  and  he  believed  it  had 
DOW  become  necessary.  This  was  declaiming, 
Mr.  S.  said,  very  handsomely  upon  the  siibject  of 
war,  he  would  agree;  and  he  very  well  recollect- 
ed we  bad  hear4  the  same  doctrines  precisely, 
aod  he  thought  he  might  be  permitted  to  sAy,  a 
strain  of  declaniation,  at  least  equally  handsome 
upon  the  same  sul^iect,  and  from  the  fame  State. 
IB  1798-9.*  Mr.  S.  contended  as  the  then  doc- 
trines of  war,  (and  it  ntUst  be  admitted  the  causes 
of  it  were  so  alike  in  their  character,)  it  was  fair 
to  ezpeet  that  in  due  time  public  opinion  would 
come  to  be  the  same  in  both  cases. 

Bot,  Mr.  S«  said,  he  could  no^  perceive  how 
the  present,  of  all  others,  had  become  the  necessa- 

?aDd  accepted  time  for  war  with  Great  Britain, 
he  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  frigate  had  been 
lately  atoned  for,  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  Qov- 
etnmeot ;  and,  he  trusted,  had  not  been  so  done 
as  to  aggravate  the  crisis  of*  affairs  between  the 
two  countries.  If  calculated  to  do  so,  our  Gov- 
ernment could  not  have  received  it.  The  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen  was  a  just  complaint 
against  the  British  Government;  but  it  commen- 
ced under  the  Administration  of  General  Wash- 
ncoTOHi  and  no  one  would  say  he  was  less  sensi- 
•4>le  to  national  honor  and  independence  than  our- 

*  This  allusion  is  supposed  to  be  to  Mr.  Habpxb, 
then  from  South  Carolina. 
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selves.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  that  cause 
of  complaint,  he  did  not  think  it  a  cause  sufficient 
for  him  to  depart  from  the  neutral  ground  He  had 
assumed;  nor  was  the  annoyance  of  our  com- 
merce less  vexatious  in  his  time  than  since.  In 
like  manner,  under  Mr.  Adams's  Administration, 
the  same  complaints  existed,  though  in  that  of 
the  latter,  not,  perhaps,  to  the  same  degree  ;  and, 
under  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Adminis- 
tration, the  same  state  of  things  continued,  cer- 
tainly with  an  Increased  degree  of  violence,  to 
which  was  also  added  the  more  aggravating  in- 
sult upon  the  Chesapeake.  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
never  been  suspected  of  partiality  for  Great  Brit- 
ein.  and  then,  indeed,  the  accepted  time  had  come 
for  a  war  with  that  Government ;  all  parties  were 
united,  and  pledged  themselves  to  support  him  in 
the  war.  The  pulse  of  the  nation  beat  high  for 
it.  But  be  felt,  because  he  knew,  that  peace  was 
the  best  interest  of  his  country,  and  forbore  to  call 
Congress  together.  He  had  always  admired  the 
man  ;  but,  upon  {hat  occasion,  he  felt  more  than 
a  sentiment  of  admiration  toward  him.  When, 
at  length,  wrongs  had  thus  accumulated,  and  called 
for  some  system  of  counteraction  and  resistance^ 
till  negotiation  could  be  farther  tried,  the  embargo 
was  resorted  to  in  preference  to  war;  and,  when 
that  was  done  away,  a  system  of  non-intercourse 
was  substituted^  and  to  that  again  succeeded  the 
present  alternative  law  of  the  same  kind ;  the  non- 
importation system  which  has  grown  out  of  this 
with  Great  Britain  has  not  been  tried  one  whole 
year  yet.  If  gentlemen  will  have  it  that  this  is 
the  accepted  time  for  War,  how  hasit  happened 
that  we  have  not  had  it  before.  Our  Councils 
may  be  presumed  to  have  been  as  sensible  to  ag- 
gression, and  as  patriotic  to  redress  it,  as  we  now 
are. 

He  would  beg  leave  to  turn  to  a  vote  of  this 
House  at  the  last  session  of  the  tenth  Congress, 
when  Mr.  Jefferson  was  still  President.  The  em- 
bargo was  about  to  be  repealed,  and  such  gentle- 
men as  felt  themselves  disappointed  in  its  effects, 
were  disposed  to  substitute  a  more  Energetic  sys- 
tem than  that  of  non-intercourse,  and  proposed 
the  following  amendment  to  the  bill  "and  to 
^  cause  (meaning  the  President)  to  be  issued  under 
*  suitable  pledges,  and  precautions,  letters  of 
'  marque  and  reprisal  against  the  nation  thereaf- 
^  ter  continuing  in  force  its  unlawful  edicts  against 
'  the  commerce  of  the  United  States."  This  was 
considered,  as  indeed  it  was,  a  question  of  war, 
^nd  the  vote  stands  only  36  to  74.  The  affair 
of  the  Chesapeake  then  hung  over  us,  and  all  the 
circumstances  under  which  we  fbund  ourselves 
called  more  imperiously  for  redress  than  they 
ever  had  done  before  or  since,  and  still  a  different 
view  of  what  was  the  true  interest  of  the  coun- 
try prevailed.  Again,  he  would  turn  to  the 
second  session  of  the  eleventh  Congress,  under 
the  present  Administration,  and  still  we  should 
find  that  a  large  majority  in  this  House  were  de- 
termined not  to  abandon  the  peace  of  the  nation. 
They  were  disposed  to  countervail  the  belligerent 
edicts,  by  commercial  restrictions,  and  to  adopt 
anything  in  that  way,  short  of  war ;  bat  nothing 
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which  should  endanger  the  peace  of  the  country. 
A  bill,  however,  was  introduced  ''  authorizing  the 
'  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  the 
'  public  armed  vessels,  and  permitting  the  mer- 
'  chant  vessels  to  arm  for  the  defence  of  Ameri- 
*  can  commerce*"  The  fate  of  this  measure  was 
similar  to  that  of  the  preceding  Congress,  and 
appears  to  have  been  negatived  by  a  vote  of  67 
to  47.  This,  too,  was  at  a  time  when  we  were 
about  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  law,  which 
was  done,  and  the  non-importation  system  substi- 
tuted ;  no  warlike  substitute  could  be  carried  at 
any  of  these  periods :  and,  so  far,  it  has  not  ap- 
peared to  have  been  the  accepted  time  for  war, 
and  he  trusted  that  time  had  not  yet  come. 

If,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  proposed  war  was  to  be  of 
tbe  defensive  kind,  a  war  which  had  become  ne- 
cessary to  defend  ourselves  at  home,  there  would 
be  no  hesitation  about  the  cost  or  difficulties  to 
be  encountered,  but  it  is  avowed  to  be  for  con- 
quest. W^  are  to  take  the  Canadas  to  insure  re- 
spect to  our  maritime  rights.  That  we  should  be 
able  to  take  them,  he  would  not  pretend  to  doubt; 
but  it  would  probably  be  at  the  expense  of  much 
blood  and  trea:>ure,  and  still,  perhaps,  without 
coming  any  nearer  to  the  object  of  it,  that  of 
securing  respect  to  those  rights.  To  a  nation, 
young,  growing,  and  prosperous,  as  we  were,  the 
burdens  and  expenses  of  ajoreign  war  was  no 
small  consideration  with  him.  In  1798,  1799,  it 
was  fashionable  to  count  the  cost,  and  look  at  the 
taxes  to  follow :  that  doctrine  now,  however,  was 
forgotten ;  hut  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  read, 
before  he  sat  down,  a  passage  or  two  from  a  pam- 
phlet of  Mr.  Nicholas's,  of  Virginia,  who  is  now 
no  more^  but  who  was  at  that'  time  considered  or- 
thodox m  all  the  Republican  doctrines  of  the  day. 

"In  a  war  like  the  present,  (says  Mr.  .Nicholas,) 
which  we  have  not  made  an  ofiensive  one,  everything 
of  this  kind  (speaking  of  the  taxes)  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  although  it  would  be  improper  to 
do  80  if  our  country  was  really  attacked  by  a  foreign 
Power ;  because  we  ought  then  to  hazard  everything 
rather  than  become  subjects  to  any  foreign  Power.*' 

Again : 

**  If  the  lasting  preservation  of  t|ie  honor,  liberty^ 
and  independence  of  America  is  oar  real  object,  we 
should  certainly  avoid  war  during  the  in&nt  state  of 
our  country.  Such  premature  efforts  bring  oa  a  state 
of  imbecility  in  the  political  as  well  as  in  the  human 
body,  and  prevent  either  from  attaining  that  degree  of 
strength  which  they  would  otherwise  certainly  arrive 
at.  Twenty  years  more  of  peace,  would  leave  Amer- 
ica fully  competent  to  defend  all  her  just  rights  against 
any  nation.  Five  years  war  at  this  time,  would,  prob- 
ably, put  it  out  of  her  power  to  do  it  whh  effect  for 
one  hundred  years  to  come." 

Mr.  S.  further  added,  that  as  the  United  States 
was  the  only  portion  of  the  civilized  world  which 
enjoyed  any  share  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  he 
had  trusted  the  present  state  of  Europe  would 
form  an  argument  better  than  any  he  could  use, 
and  a  lesson  complete  against  our  having  any- 
thing to  do  with  their  unhappy  conflicts  and  wars. 

Bur,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  S.,  opposed  as  he 
was  to  the  idea  of  the  United  Slates  becoming 


I  one  of  the  belligerent  nations — to  the  linking  our 
destinies  with  those  of  the  European  Powers;  to 
the  taking  any  share  in  their  present  confiiets,  if 
his  country  once  determined  upon  it,  he  would 
not  then  hesitate  to  vote.any  force,  or  other  means 
to  bring  it  to  as  speedy'  and  as  h^ppy  an  issue  as 
possibfe ;  until  then  he  should  preserve  his  own 
consistency;  and  contribute  in  no  way  to  bring 
about  that  state  of  things  which,  he  believed, 
would  prove  most  ruinous  to  bis  country. 

Mr.  KiNQ.-^Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  not  have 
troubled  this  House,  with  any  remarks  of  mine, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  observations  which  have 
iost  fallen  from  my  colleague  frooi  North  Caro- 
lina. I  shall  not  attempt^  sir,  to  follow  that  gen- 
tleman in  the  history  which  he  has  given  of  the 
progress  of  party  in  this  country,  but  shall  con* 
tent  myself  with  statin^;,  that,  in  our  sentiments, 
we  entirely  differ ;  his  is  the  doctrine  of  submis- 
sion; yes,  sir,  the  most  abject  submission;  mine, 
I  tjrust,  is  not.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  now 
on  your  table.  .  I  am  aware,  sir,'  of  the  many  im- 
portant considerations  which  will  naturally  sug- 
gest themselves  to  the  mind  of  every  real  friend 
of  his  country,  when  he  views  the  consequences 
which  may  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  mea- 
sure now  contemplated.  When,  sir,  the  habits  of 
a  nation,  ingrafted,  As  it  were,  in  its  verv  nature, 
are  about  to  be  departed  from ;  when  the  desti- 
nies of  the  country  are  about  to.be  launched  on 
an  untried  ocean,  and  when  the  doubt  is  about  to 
be  solved,  whether  our  Republican  Govefnment 
is  alike  calculated  to  support  us  through  the  triab 
and  difficulties  of  wair,  and  guide  us  in  safety 
down  the  gentle  current  of.  peace,  I  am  aware, 
sir,  that  we  should  pause  and  ponder  well  the  sub- 
ject; that  we  should  divest  ourselves  of  those 
warm  feelings  which  most  generally  take  posses* 
sion  of  our  minds i)n  viewing  the  unjust  prosira- 
lion  of  the  rights  of  our  country.  &ir,  that  in- 
terest which  I  feel,  in  common- with  others,  on 
the  decision  of  a  question  of  such  magnitude  and 
importance,  will,  I  trusty  inducethis  House  to  bear 
with  me-a  moment,  while,  in  a  few  words,  I  ex- 
plain the  motives  by  which  I  am  actuated  in  giv- 
ing my  decided  approbation  to  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration.  If,  sir,  I  were  meKiy  to 
turn  my  attention  to  the  local  situation  of  that 
portion  of  the  country,  which  I  have  the  honor 
particularly  to  represent ;  its  extensive  and  ex- 
posed seacoasts,  combined  with  its  present  com- 
mercial advantages ;  I  should,  without  hesitation, 
give  my  vote  to  the  proposed  measure.  But,  sir, 
as  in  my  individual  capacity,  I  feel  at  all  times 
willing  to  make  not  only  pecuniary  sacri6ces,  but 
to  expose  nay  person  in  vindicating  the  rights  and 
interests  of^  my  country,  In  my  Representatire 
capacity,  I  will  undertake  to  say,  that  my  constit- 
uents wilt  do  no  less.  Sir  the  demon  Avarice, 
which  benumbs  every  warni  emotion  of  the  sool, 
has  not  yet  gained  the  ascendency  in  the  South ; 
the  love  of  country  animates  every  breast,  and 
burns  with  inextinguishable  ardor.  Sir,  they  feel 
in  common,  I  trust,  with  a  great  majority  of  every 
portion  of  this  Union,  the  degradation  of  our 
country,  in  submitting  for  a  moment  longer  to  the 
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dishonorable  terms  proposed  directly  or  indirect- 
ly by  the  British  Government.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
bold  it  to  be  correct,  that,  in  d^ussing  a  sabject 
of  :{uch  importance,  a  view  of  the  varioos  mat- 
ters necessarily  connected  wfth  it,  will  not  be 
considered  irrelevant ;  bat,  sir,  I  will  not  weary 
the  piatience  of  this  House  with  a  detail  of  inja- 
ries,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  former  times, 
wantonly  inflicted  on  a  nation  which  manifested 
to  the  whole  T^orld  her  sincere  desire  to  support 
the  neutral  stand  which  had  been  taken  at  the 
earliest  period  of  her  Government,  4nd  most  te- 
naciously adhered  to.  We  have^carefully  avoid- 
ed) Mr.  Speaker,  any  participation,  in  that  system 
of  politics  which  has  convulsed  and  distracted 
-the  European  world.  We  have  restricted  our- 
selves in  the  full  enjoyment  of 'our  rights,  lest1>y 
strictly  enforcing  them,  ^we  might  produce  a  col- 
lision with  any  nation,  nowever  little  her  conduct 
might  be  guided  by  the  principles^ of  equity.  Sir," 
we  have  borne  with  injury,  unti^n  the  language 
of  ^our  committee,  forbearance  has  ceased  to  be 
a  virtue.  We  have  remonstrated,  we  have  ap- 
pealed to  the  justice,  to  the  interest,  of  the  two 
great  contending  Powers  of  Europe ;  every  effort 
proved  abortive;  our  calls  for  justice  wiesre  drown- 
ed in  the  declan^tion  that  their  measures  were 
merely  retaliatory,  and  not  intended  to  interfere 
with  neutral  rights;  thus,  sir,  the  matter  rested, 
irhen  specific  propositions  were  submitted  to 
each.  Yes,  sir,  by  an  act  which  has  placed  the  im- 
partiality of  our  country  beyond  the  reach  of  sus- 
EicioQ,  we  demanded  of  each  the  revocation  of 
er  obnoxious  edicts,  as  the  only  iheans  of  pre- 
aervinff  our  friendship.  We  all  know  what  has 
been  the  consequence :  France  has  met  our  ad- 
vances, has  embraced  our  propositions.  Great 
Britain  not  only  refuses  a  repeat  on  her  part,  but, 
while  she  affects  to  lament  the  effeets  produced 
on  neutral  rights,  takes  the  most  effectual  meth- 
ods to  render  them  perpetual.  Sir,  blindness  and 
-k^norance  itself  c&n  no  longer  be  deceived  by 
British  policy. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  will  be  a  war 
tot  the  support  of  the  carrjing  trade;  let  me  here 
remark,  and  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood,  as 
avowing  my  determination  never  to  give  a  vote, 
to  long  as  1  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
Which  wiU  in^volve  this  country  in  a  war,  for  the 
recovery  oc  support  of  this  extraneous  species  of 
eommeree.  I  believe  I  shall  not  be  iijoorrect 
when  I  assert,  that  nine-tenths  of  this  country 
never  did  and  never  will  derive  the  smallest  ben- 
efit from  it.  But,  sir,  the  right  to  carry  in  our 
own  ships  the  produce  of  our  own  country  to  any 
quarter,  not  thereby  violating  the  laws  of  nations, 
or  contravening  legitimate  municipal  regulations, 
is  one  which  I  never  will  yield;  for,  sir, in  doing 
80,  we  paralyze  the  industry  of  our  citizens;  we 
give  a  fatal  blow  to  the  best  interests  of  our  coun- 
try. Yes,  sir,  we  yield  the  principle,  we  invite  to 
farther  encroachments.  Our  eountrv,  sir,  is  agri- 
cultural, but  so  intimately  blended  with  com- 
merce, that  the  one  cannot  long  exist  unaided  bv 
the  other.  Sir,  I  will  not  yield  an  inch  of  ground 
when^by  so  doing,  I  destroy  an  essential  right  of 


my  country— or  sap  the  foundation  of  that  inde- 
pendence cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers. 
We  were  told  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Ranoolph,)  a  few  days,  since,  that  we  have  suffi- 
cient cause  for  war.  I  ask  you,  then,  sir,  whv  do 
we  hesitate  ?  Shall  we  always  yield  ?  Shall  we 
always  shrink  from  the  contest  ?  The  adoption 
of  this  resolution  is  the  touchstone — by  it  we  rise 
or  fall.  We  have  been  asked,  Mr.  Speaker,  why 
not  lay  upon  your  table  a  proposition  to  go  to  war? 
It  is  th^re,  sir ;  it  is  contained  in  this  resolution ; 
the  moment  we  give  it  our  sanction  we  declare 
our  fixed  resolve  to  render  effective  the  force  con- 
templated to  be  raised.  Yes,  sir,  unless  Great 
Britain  manifests  a  disposition  speedily  to  do  us 
justice — by  h^  acts,  sir,  not  by  her  words.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  calls  upon  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the.seacoastsj  of  the  slaveholdiog 
States,  and  asks  if  they  are  willing  to  say  to  Eng- 
land "we  ihtend  to  go  to  war  with  you."  Does 
the  gentleman  ihean  $o  excite  our  lears  for  the 
loss  of  pur  property  ?  As  one  of  the  many  on 
this  floor  who  stand  in  the  situation  mentioned  by 
that  gentleman,  I  step  forth  to  declare  for  mjseif 
and  my  constituents,  that,  when  loss  of  national 
honor  is  placed  in  the  scalti,  and  attempted  to  be 
balanced  by  pecuniary  interest,  we  will,  without 
hesitation,  kick- the  beam.  But,  sir,  we  are  now 
contending  for  the  restoration  of  our  rights,  the 
deprivation  of  which  strikes  at  the  very  founda- 
tions of  our  prosperity.  Sir,  to  us,  it  matters 
little  whether  our  cities  tumble  into  ruin  by  deser- 
tion for  want  of  employment,  by  poverty  produc- 
ed by  British  wrongs  and  aggression,  or,  in  vindi- 
cating the  cause  of  our  cbuntry.  fall  by  a  quicker 
process.  Sir,  I  have  no  fear  of  invasion,  and, 
therefore,  have  no  fears  arising  from  the  black 
population,  which  strikes  with  so  much  horror  on 
the  sensitive  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia. For  my  country,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  lament  its 
existence;  I  view  it  as  the  bane,  the  curse  of  the 
land,  and  most  sincerely,  sir;  do  I  wish  that  a  sec- 
ond Moses  could  take  them  by  the  hand,  and  lead 
them  in  safety  to  a  distant  land,  where  tneir  cries 
would  never  more  strike  on  the  ear  of  sympathy. 
For  one 'sir,  I  promise,  I  would  not  expose  my- 
self to  tne  waves  of  the  sea.  We  are  told,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  we  stand  pledged  to  France,  that 
we  must  become  a  party  with  her  in  this  war. 
Sir.  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
make  the  assertion  good,  to  fix  the  imputation 
upon  the  Executive  or  upoti  this  House.  Sir,  my 
pledge  is  to  my  country,  to  this  very  land ;  here, 
and  here  alone,  the  warm  affections  of  mv  heart 
find  a  point  around  which  to  rally.  To  all  other 
Governments,  I  am  perfectly  indifferent— I  am  no 
Frenchman,  I  am  no  Englishman. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  will  be  a  war 
of  aggrandizement,  a  war  of  conquest.  1  am  as 
little  disposed  to  extend  the  territory  as  any  other 
individual  of  this  House.  I  know  that  dissimilar 
interests  must  and  will  prevail  from  a  too  great 
extension  of  our  dominion.  But,  sir.  we  will  not 
here  enter  into  a  discussion,  whether  an  accession 
of  country  would  or  would  not  conduce  to  the 
interests  of  the  Government.    Sir,  this  will  b^a 
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war  forced  upon  us;  we  cannot,  under  existing 
circunstances,  avoid  it.  To  Wound  our  eoem/ 
in  the  most  vulnerable  part  shouki  only  be  consid- 
ered. Sir,  1  trust,  if  our  differences  with  Great 
Britain  are  not  speedily  adjusted,  (of  which,  in- 
deed, I  have  no  expectation,)  we  shall  take  Can- 
sda.  Yes,  sir,  by  force ;  by  valor ;  not  by  seduc- 
tion, as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  expresses  it. 
I  have  no  reliance  on  their  friendship — I  hope  it 
will  not  be  calculated  on.  Sir,  I  am  not  deterred 
from  the  firm  purposes  of  my  mind,  by  the  predic- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia/  I  have  no 
fears,  sir,  that  the  people  of  our  country  will  de- 
•ert  their  Government  while  asserting  the  rights 
of  the  country;  and  I  must  brieve,  that  gentle- 
nan's  assertion,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
that  Virginia  will  not  be  the  last  to  afford  sup- 
plies. We  are  told, *^ir,  that  Republicans  are  in- 
consistent; that,  in  1798,  they  refused  to  raise  an 
army,  although  General. Washington  would  be 
at  their  head,  and  that  we  then  had  sufficient 
cause  to  go  to  war  with  the  Directory  of  France, 
For  myself,  sir,  I  was  at  that  period  conning  the 
lessons  of  childhood.  I  will  not  now  undertake 
to  say,  whether,  at  that  time,  there  was  or  was 
not  cause  for  wlir,  as  has  been  declared.  To  n;ie 
it  matters  not.  Sir,  I  am  just  commencing  my 
political  career ;  I  am  consistent ;  I  find  toy  coun- 
try degraded. by  insults  unrevenged;  almost  ruin- 
ed by  her  efforts  to  presejvd  friendship  with  na- 
tions who  feel  power  and  forget  right ;  and,  al- 
though i  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  having 
large  standing  armies  in  oor  country,  yet,  sir, 
under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  justinable  in  de- 
parting from  the  general  principle.  Washington 
is  i»o  more  ?  Yes,  sir,  the  Father  of  his  Country 
can  no  longer  wield  its  destinies.  But  I  trust 
tb^re  are  men,  (without  resorting  to  acquitted 
felons,)  Mr.  Speaker,  on  whom  the  confidence  of 
this  nation  might  in  safety  repose ;  men  whose 
military  skill  would  be  fully  adequate  to  every 
emergency;  men  who,  actuated  by  that  patriotic 
loye  of  country,  not  uncommon  in  the  annals  of 
this  nation,  would  fight  our  battles,  redeem  the 
natiooarspirit,  and,  when  nations  had  returned  to 
a  sense  of  justice,  and  reparation  had  been  made 
for  the  wrongs  wantonly  inflicted  on  us,  would, 
without  hesitation,  resign  their  authority  into  the 
hands  of  the  Government  from  whence  it  ema- 
nated. We  have  been  told.  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
Great  Britain  is  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world  > 
that  we  are  protected  by  that  nation  "  who  rides 
on  the  mountain  wave,  whose  home  is  on  the 
deep."  Sir,  for  myself,  I  disclaim  her  protection 
—protected  in  what,  sir  2  In  our  property  ?  No ; 
U  18  a  notorious  fact  that  we  are  plundered  in 
every  quarter  of  the  world — on  our  coasts — even 
la  the  very  mouths  of  our  harbors.  Are  we  pro- 
tected in  our  liberties  ?  Let  the  voice  of  our  im- 
pressed seamen,  torn  from  their  homes,  their 
wives,  their  families,  speak  their  protection !  Let 
the  cries  of  their  miserable  offspring,  deprived  of 
their  protector,  their  friend,  their  ftther,  declare 
their  protection.  But,  sir,  I  have  done.  I  am  un- 
willing to  cast  a  censure  on  the  Government  of 
mj  native  country ;  but  I  put  it  to  this  House,  I 


put  it  to  the  nation-— 'was  it  brave  ?  Was  it  con- 
sistent with  that  independence  we  profess  to 
maintain,  to  submit  without  a  struggle  to  that 
annihilation  of  the  liberties  of  those  hardy  sons  of 
their  country,  seeking  their  subsistence  on  the  wa- 
tery element,  that  common  highway  of  nations! 
Sir,  they  are  onr  brothers^  they  are  entitled  to  the 
same  privileges,  to  the  same  protection.  Yet  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  feels  no  sympathizing 
emotions  of  soul,  on  calling  to  tnind  the  hard- 
ships they  endure.  Yet,  sir,  he  declares  to  us  that 
should  he- be  convinced  that  Great  Britain*  haa 
either  directly  ^r  indirectly  spiHed  the  blood  of 
OUT  citizeus,  he  would  hesitate  no  longer,  he 
lyould  march  to  Canada.  Let  him,  sir,  turn  hit 
eyes  to  those  floating  mansions,  he  will  there  be^ 
hold  the  blood  of  our  citizens^-*brave,  honest,  in- 
dustrious citizens — streaming  in  torrents,  shed  by 
the  hands  of  their  brothers,  their  friends.  We 
have  been  told,  ^ir,  that  Greitt  Britain  never  will 
relinquish  her  right,  (for  such  they  affect  to  call 
it;)  for  one,  sir,  I  never  will, submit  to  it.  I  had 
rather  that  fast-anchored  isle,  that  protector  of 
the  liberties  of  the  world,  should  be  swept  from 
the  catalogue  of  nations  than  submit  that  one 
Aiherican — one  natural-bora  citizen — should,  at 
her  will,  be  top  from  his  family,  his  country,  and 
kept  in  a  state  oT  the  most  horrid  slavery.  Sir, 
this  will  not  be  a  war  of  conquest.  It  will  be  a 
struggle  for  existence.  I  am  sorry  I  have  detain- 
ed thevHoude  for  a  moment;  I  perfectly  itgree 
with  the  gentleman  i*rom  Georgia  (Mr.  Troup) 
that  we  should  put  an  end  to  debate.  I  have 
heen  drawn  into  these  remarks  by  what  fell  from 
my  colleague.  I  again  repeat,  that  his  doctrine  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  submission.  Sir,  I  der 
nouuce  the  principle. 

Mr.  Boyd. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  not  have 
risen,  on  the  present  occasion,  had  not  the  honor* 
ahle  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  requested 
all  those  that  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  such 
ulterior  measures  as  they  might  hereafter  find 
necessary  to  bring  forward,  would  not  vote  for 
the  present  resolutions,  as  they  were  a  part  of  a 
system  that  might  eventuate  in  war,  dec.  From 
those  observations,  I  feel  tnyself,  and  those  that 
1  in  pkrt  have  the  honor  to  represent,  called  on 


to  say  how  far  I  will  so,  and  how  far  I  will  not 

fo.    Sir,  when  we  talk  about  war,  we  ought,  to 
now  for  what  we^  are  going  to  wage  it,  and  to 


see  that  the  means  are  commensurate  to  the  end. 
Let  it  not  be  thought  by  this  that  I  have  any  apo- 
logy to  make  for  Great  Britain,  or  her  manifold 
wrongs.  I  have  none.  I  say,  perish  the  heart, 
the  l:^ad,  and  the  tongue,  that  will  attempt  her 
justification  or  apology !  No,  sir,  they  are  a  aatioa 
of  piratets,  and  have  committed  inany  wrongs  on 
us ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  look  for  our  remedy,  and 
how  it  is  to  be  obtained.  We  are  told  that  these 
resolutions  are  a  part  of  a  war  measure.  I  do 
not  receive  them  as  such,  but  as  preparatory  to 
what  may  happen  or  become  necessary.  But,  for 
argument  sake,  suppose  it  so,  and  that  we  are  to 
have  war — your  armv  raised,  and. ready  to  march 
to  the  Canadas ;  with  how  many  are  you  going 
I  to  take  them  ?    In  my  opinion,  not  less  than  fifty 
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thooaand  men  will  be  required.  Suppose  tbe  Enr- 
lish  should  be  driven  out  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
(which  may  by  this  time  be  tne  case,  or  it  may 
soon  be  so,)  what  number  of  troops  can  she  send 
to  reinforce  her  possessions  and  meet  you  7-  But, 
say  some  gentlemen,  American  blood  has  been 
spilt,  and  we  must  av'enge  it.  How  is  that  to  be 
done  1  For  gallons  will  you  spill  torrents ;  or  am 
I  to  understand  that  we  shall  have  war  without 
bloodshed  ?  Sir,  let  those  that  think  so  turn  their 
attention  to  the  Revolutionary  war — the  Sug^r* 
house  in  New  York,  the  Prevost.  the  Prison-ship^ 
the  Wallabout,  Fort  Washington,  White  Plains, 
Princeton,  Trentop,  Monmouth,  Brandywioej, 
Guilford,  and  many  other  places.  New  Jersey  has 
had  her  full  share  of  the  fighting — other  States 
the  benefit}  and  if  we  have  war  again,  we  shall 
have  our  share  of  fighting — others  th^^  loaves  and 
fishes'.  But, sir,  1  will  net  complain :  we  obtained 
por  liberty,  ind  I  am  willinff  to  support  it  in  the 
best  possible  manner.  But  aere  another  question 
arises.  You  go  to  war  for  thb  right  to  export 
«ur  surplus  produce — tobacco^  cotton,  flour,  with 
many  other  articiee.  'Let  me  ask,  what  will  l^ 
vour  export  while  that  war  continues  1  Will  you 
have  anv  ?  I  think  not.  But  1  will  suppose  that 
you  could  export  without  interruption ;  would  the 
whole  of  the  exportable  produce  pay  for  the  war 
during  the  continuance  of  it?  '  No,  it  would  not. 
Sir,  it  would  take  less  money  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  for  it,  and  make  a  fire  of  it.  Nearly 
thirty  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  that  war  not  half  paid  for.  Is  not  the 
war-^orn  soldier  calling  on  us  erery  day  with  his 
demands  ?  You  are  about  to  drain  your  Treas- 
ury, borrow  moneys  enlarge  your  pension  list, 
build  additional  hospitals,  increase  our  national 
debt,  not  to  be  .extinffuisbed  or  paid  ofi^  but  to  be 
a  lasting  burden  on  the  people.  But,  say  the  hon^ 
orable  committee,  our  honor  requires  it.  It  is 
well ;  I  honor  the  spirit  and  magnanimity  of  the 
eommiMee,  and  have  no  doubt  of  t^eir  courage 
and  zeal  for  our  country's,  rights.  But,  sir,  you 
most  take  young  men  for  action— old  men  for 
counsel.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  go  to  law  or.  war, 
bat  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  get  out  of  it.  .The  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright,)  in  defend- 
ing tbe  character  of  the  soldier,  has  given  us  a 
quotation,  yiz : 

*<  Honor  and  shame  from  no  cpndition  rise, 
**  Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies." 

I  will  give  him  another,  from  the  sapne  author- 
ity, riz:  - 

«  A  wit's  a  feather,  a  diief  s  k  lod;* 

**  An  honest  man's  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

But,  apart  from  this,  let  us  sappose  war,  and 
admit  that  it  will  be  successful,  so  far  as  proposed 
— the  British  driven  from  the  Canadas  and  Hali- 
fax, and  their  trade  intercepted  for  years  to  an 
extensive  amount— what  then  has  she  to  hope  or 
faar  from  us?  Nothing.  Will  she  then  respect 
ourrighu?  No.  But  I  will  suppose  that  we  force 
her  to  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  acknowl- 

*  Witness  Bonaparte. 


edging  our  rights  to  the  utmost  of  our  wishes; 
how  long  will  she  kee^  it  ?  Not  an  hour  longei 
than  ;suits  her  conyenienee  or  interest.  There 
is  no  trust  to  be  ptiit  in  her  compacts.  Witness 
Brskine's  arrangement.  I  say,  keep  on  your  re- 
strictions; keep  the  country  in  peace,  if  possible, 
under  all  your  privations,  and  they  are  many. 
Has  not  our  countrjr  increased  in  wealth  and  pop* 
ulation,  in  a  superior  decree  to  any  country  on 
earth  ?  Are  we  not  at  this  moment  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  peace  and  plenty  at  home — every  maa 
under  bis  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  nonte  to  make 
him  afraid — with  complete  protection  for  person 
and  property  ?  Yes.  but  our  merchants  must  be 
protected — they  hare  a  right  to  our  protection, 
'say  some — it  is  the  merchant  that  ^ves  life  and 
spring  to  agriculture.  I  deny  it.  It  is  the  planter 
— the  cultivator^tbat  is  the  foundation  on  which 
every  other  branch  of  our  associated  population 
depends ;  and  it  is  the  siirplus  of  his  productions 
that  makes  the  merchant,  and  his  profits  that  make 
•the  banks.  You  have  made  many  laws  for  their 
protection  \  they  have  disobeyed  them  all,  and  wiU 
disobey  them.  Have  they  not  told  you,  continu- 
ally, (o  let  them  alone ;  that  they  knew  their  own 
business  best  ?  Sir,  before  I  would  engage  in  a 
war,  to  which  I  could  not  see  a  prospect  S  a  fsivor- 
able  issue,  I  would  let  them  alone.  Sir,  the  Pre- 
sident is  made,  by  the  Constitution,  the  treaty- 
making[  power ;  he  is  also  to  ^ive  us  the  state  of 
the  Union.  He  is  the  Executive.  He  has  given 
us  ^he  state  of  the  Union,  and  made  his  requisi- 
tions ;  and  if  I  give  him  what  he  asks,  I  give  him 
enough;  and  that  I  am  willing  to  give, and  more, 
when  he  shall  require  it.  But  f  am  not  to  be  forcea 
further  yet.  It  ap|)ears  to  me  that  the  honorable 
committee  has  a  mind  to  Oideonize  us — rejecting 
the  fearful  and  /aint-hearted.  Will  they  prove  us 
\)Y  the  waters^  and  reject  all  such  as  will  not  lap 
as  the  dog  lappeth  ?  For,  sir,  they  have  told  us 
that  all  that  aid  not  intend  to  vote  for  such  ulte- 
rior measures  as  they  might,  have  occasion  here- 
after to  bring  forward,  ought  not  to  vote  for  the 
resolutions.  Now,  sir,  it  remains  for  me  to  tell 
them  and  tbe  House^  that  I  will  not  leave  the  ranks 
of  my  country.  I  will  vote  for  the  resolutions, 
and  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  vote  hereafter  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  may  require,  and  my  con- 
science shall  direct.  I  have  no  more  to  say  at 
this  tiipe. 

Mr.  Lacock  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report. 

Two  or  three  unsuccessful  motions  were  made 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  his  intention  to  make 
some  further  retnarks  against  the  report,  which 
might  occupy  two  or  three  hours  of  the  time  of 
the  House.  He  then  renewed  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ ;  which  was  carried ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed to  Monday. 

Monday,  December  16. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Cowles  Mead,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  enclosing 
the  copy  of  a  presentment  agihist  Harry  Toulmia, 
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Jodge  of  the  Superior  Court  for  the  WasbibgtoD 
disirict,  in  said  Territory,  made  by  the  ffrand 
jury  of  Baldwin  county ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  tame.    . 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Lewis,  the  petition  of  Return 
J.  Meigs,  and  others,  witnesses  against  Aaron 
Burr,  presented  the  ninth  of  November,  1807,  was 
Inferred  to  the  committee  appointed  the.twentieth 
iiltimo,  to  provide  compensation  for  witnesses  in 
criminal  prosecutions  depending  in  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  presented  petitions  of  several 
Christian  denominations  residing  in  the  Western 
parts  of  the  United  Spates,  praying  that  mails 
may  not  be  carried,  and  that  post  offioes  may  not, 
be  opened  on  Sundays. — Referred  to  the  Postmas- 
ter General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  what,  pro? ision  ought  to  be  iiia,de,  ta 
prevent  the  sale  or  land,  at  private  sale;  (in  case 
of  reversion)  for  a  less  price  than  the  land  had 
been  sold  for  at  the  public  sales:  Bud  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  fi  bill  "fei'  complel- 
ing  existing  Military  Kstabiishments:"  to  whifdi 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

MUNITIONS  OF  WAR., 

Mr.  SetberTj  from  the  committee  appu>lnted 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  the  manufacture  of  cannOn  and  ^mall 
arms,  and  the  providing  munitions  of  war,  tpade 
a  detailed  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  "^so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the  manufacture 
of  cannon  and  small  arms  and  the  providing  munitions 
of  war/'  after  having,  according  to  orders  considered 
the  several  subjects  submitted,  beg  leave  to  report,  in 
part: 

That  it  {b,  at  all  times,  expedient  for -a  nation  to  be 
supplied  with  an  ample  stock  of  all  such  articles  and 
materials  as  are  requisite  for  defensive  or  offensive  op- 
erations. Such  provisions  will  make  its  citizens  con- 
fident at  home,  whilst  they,  at  the  same  time,  guaran- 
lee  respect  on  the  part  of  foreign  nations.  "No  one,  it  is 
presumed)  will  deny  that  an  extensive  supply  of  the  im- 
plements of  war  is  preferable  to.  the  amountof  their  cost 
lying  buried  in  the  vaults  ofthe  Treasury^  more  especially 
when  it  is  consider^,  that  on  occasions  of  the  Brst  im- 
portance they  are  indispensably  necessary,  and  that  for 
tble  greater  part  they  are  imperishable  from  their  fiature. 
The  proposition  just  laid  down  will  appear  evident, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  least  tumor  of  a  war  will 
immediately  add  to  the  value  of  such  articles,  very 
generally,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  centum ;  nay, 
this  declaration  might  be  carried  much  farther,  and  it 
may  not  be  out  of  pikoe  to  notice  the  fact,  that,  under 
circumstances  fer  from  being  the  most  unfavorable, 
refined  saltpetre  has  commanded  the  enormous  price  of 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  pound  ;  whereas,  its  or- 
dinary value  is  about  thirty  cents  per  pound  in  our 
markets. 

It  is,  also,  well  known,  that  all  manufactured  arti- 
cles, which  are  made  in  haste,  are  generally  very 
defective — this  shoulfl  be  particulariy  guarded  against 


in  the  oase  of  firearms  of  every  description.  When 
it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  to  provide  such  equip- 
ments, contractors  always  insist  upon  their  own  terms* 
Experience  has  proved,  that  contracts  under  such  dr* 
cumstances  on  national  account,  (we  do  not  confine  thid 
assertion  to  our  own  country,)  have  been  made  to  a 
great  disadvantage.  Regular  annual  supplies,  in  times 
of  peace,  should  always  be  preferred.  It  would  be  uu' 
Warrantable  in  the  extreme  to  hazard  a^waut  of  this 
kind  until  the  last  mometart — until  the  enemy  may  be 
at  our  doors.  It  will  be  in  vain  t^  look  for  additions 
from  Europe,  at  a  period  when  the  extensive  naval 
force  of  an  enemy,  aided  by  manv  private  armed  diips, 
shall  swarm  on  the  ocea<i.  Who  could  then  be  so 
hardy  as  to  entertain  the  expectatioa  ctf  frequent  ar- 
rivals in  our  ports  1 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  your  committee  finds 
itself  enabled,  under  the  warranty  of  the  proper  depart- 
ment, to  state  that  many  of  the  most  necessacy,  are 
articles  of  which  there  is  a  considerable  stock  on  hand, 
and  that  others  of  them  are  abundant  in  our  territories. 
Or,  in  the  words  of  the  Message,  we  may  be  permitted 
to  repeat,  that  ^  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and  small 
arms,  and  th^  stock  and  resources  of  all  the  necessary^ 
munitions,  are  adequate  to  emergencies." 

The  flourishing  state  of '  the  foundries  throughout 
thS  United  States ;  they  havebe^  heretofore  success- 
fully employed,  ^n  Government  accouAt,  in  Rhode 
Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  &c  The  regular  supplies  of  small 
arms,  of  every  description,  from  .the  estabUshments 
Whicli  ar^  now  under  the  control  of  the  Goyemment, 
end  these  seconded  t)y  the  several  contracts  which  have 
been  already  made  with  individuals  in  various  parts  of 
■the  Union,  together  with  the  ease  with  whidi  they 
may  be  multiplied  so  as  to  meet  any  demands  whi(^ 
circumstances  may  require,  independent  of  the  ar- 
rangemsnts  inade  on  the  part  of  the  State  individually, 
are  some  of  the  many  proofs  which  demonstrate  the 
great  resources  of  this  Republic.  What  nation  can 
boast  of  more,  or  better  iron,  than  the  United  States  t 
Our  foundries  have  nqt  only  been  on  successful  ope- 
ration, they  are  far  from  being  infsntile,  and  hav|  ar- 
rived at  perfection.  Upon  the  best  authority,  we  state 
the  famaces,  forges,  and  bloomeries, '  in  the  United 
States,  to  be  five  hundred  and  thirty.  The  art  of  born 
ing  pannon  Lb,  in  many  places  in  Europe,  deemed  a 
secret  of  great  importance ;  they  there  keep  their  cut- 
ters concealed  firom  strangers  in  leathern  bags.  In  the 
United  States  this  process  is  so  well  understood,  that 
an  inspector  of  our  ertillery  has  de^ared  to  the  world 
"  he  never  was  cotnpelled  to  reject  a  gun  on  account 
of  a  defect  in  the  bore,"  thoagh  he  examined  "  up- 
wards of  two  thousand  cannon  of  different  calibers." 

It  is  notorious  that-we  may  have  lead,  from  the  mines 
of  our  country,  to  any  amount  Our  resources  for  salt- 
petre in  the  Western  States  are  said  to  be  inexhaust- 
able.'  Of  sulphur  we  have  a  considerable  stock  in 
store.  Each  of  the  States  can  furnish  an  extensive 
catalogue  of  powder  mills ;  their  number  in  the  Uni- 
ten  States  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  seven,  and 
many  of  them  are  celebrated  for  the  excellence  of  their 
powder.  Notwithstanding  these  facts,  it  is  necessary  ta 
repeat,  that  under  the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  it  is 
proper  a  further  provision  of  all  the  munitions  of  war 
be  forthwith  made.  Expenditures  to  a  considerable 
amount,  when  applied  to  such  purposes,  will  ultimately 
be  found  to  be  economy  in  the  true  sense  and  meaning 
of  the  term,  by  the  saving  of  the  difference  between  flbe 
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preteDt  prices  and  fuch  as  will  be  demanded  when  we 
shall  be  at  war.  In  conformity  with  these  views,  your 
committee  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  Seysert,  from  the  same  committee^  also 
presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ord- 
nance and  ordniuace  stores,  camp- equipage,  and 
other  quartermasier!s  stores,  and  small  arms ; 
which  was  read;  and  comn^itted  to  a  .Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 
-    The  Hoase  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business,  heinj^  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  JtANDOt^PH  said;  that  he  could  not  express 
his  deep  sense  of  the  politeness  of  the  House,  ex- 
cept by  the  regret  be  felt  at  the  very  poor  return 
which  tbey  were  about  to  receive  for  their  indui- 
gence*  He  lamented  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  thank;  in  the  name  of  all  the  old  Republi- 
cans of  1798- and  1799,  his  worthy  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  BtanfOrd,)  for  the  sound, 
sensible,  pertinent,  and  '  Constitntional  speech, 
which  he  had  delivered  the  Other  day  against  this 
resolution.  But  he  feared,  if  a  wi'itwere  to  fssue 
against  tbtit  old  party— as  bad  beeo  facetiously 
said,  in  another  body,  of  our  valiant  Army— nt 
would  be  impossible  for  a  cpostable  ^itb  a  search 
warrant  to  find  it.  There  must  be  a  return  of 
non  est  inventus.  D^aih,  resignation,  aod  deser- 
tion, had^  thinned  their  ranks.  They  had  disap- 
peared. New  men  and  new  doctrines  had  suc- 
ceeded. H^  was  astonished  at  ^he  frailty  of  some 
nofemories;  or.  rather,  at  their  aptness  to  remem- 
ber to  forget  everything  but  what  subserved  their 
present  purpoe^es.  "^ 

Dililted  down,  and  frittered  awav,  indeed,  as 
this  proposition  h.ad  been  by  h|s  worthy  colleague. 
(Mr.  Nblsoi«,)  and  his  excellent  friend  froni 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  it  was  com  para-** 
.  lively  a  subject,  of  small  importance.  Yet,  as 
argued  by  others,  it  assunred  the  most  imposing 
magnitude,  it  was  no  less  than  a  question^  of 
war  or  peace.  Mr*  R.  proceeded  to  compare  ^he 
provocationa  of  France  in  1798  with  any  now 
complained  of,  and  to  show  the  inconsistency  of 
Republicans  in  supporting  the  present  fneasores; 
He  said  he  wouid  state  some  among  many  of  the 
causes  of  difference  at  that  time  betiteen  the  two 
Republics.  Yes,  sir,  the  French  Republic!-^ 
mighty  magic  then  in  the  phrase.  It%|a.s  almost 
as  potent  a^.the  terYns  Eotperorand  Kmg  in  later 
days.  He  referred  to  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  June  18,  179^  accompanied  hy  the  cor- 
respondence of  our  Ministers  at  Paris  with  the 
French  Minister  df  Foreign  Relations,  After 
replying  to  his  three  several  heads  of  complaint 
against  us,  our  Envoys  had  proceeded  to  expose 
the  monstrous  violation  en  the  part  of  France  of 
every  principle  of  justice  and  of  public  law,  and 
in  open  defiance  of  her  plighted  faith  to  th^e  Uni- 
ted States: 

''The  nndersigned  will  not  resume,  Citi^n  Minis- 
ter, the  painful  task  of  re-turgin#  the  mnltipled  injuries 
which  have  been  aocumulated  on  their  country,  and 
which  have  been  in  seme  degree  detailed  in  their  me- 


morial of  the  17th  January  last.  They  cannot,  how- 
ever, decline  to  remonstrate  against  a  measure  which 
has  been  announced  shice  that  date.  The  legislative 
councils  of  the  French  Republic  have  decreed  that — 

"  I  St.  The  condition  of  ships  in  everything  which 
concerns  their  character  as  neutrals  or  enemies,  shall 
be  determined  by  their  cargo ;  consequently,  every  ves- 
sel found  at  sea^-  laden  in  whole  or  in  part  with  mer- 
chandise, coming  out  of  Bngland  or  its  possessions, 
shall  be  declared  good  prize,  whoever  may  be  the  pro- 
prietors of  such  commodities  or  merchandise. 

"  2ndly.  No  foreign  vessel,  which,  in  the  course  of 
its  voyage,  shall  have  entered  into  an  English  port^ 
shall  be  admitted  into  any  port  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, but  in  the  case  of  necessity ;  in  which  case  the 
vessel  shall  be  obliged  to  depart  from  such  port  as  soon 
as  the  cause  of  entry  Khali  have  ceased." 

This  decree  went  to  sweep  off  the  ocean  every 
ship  of  the  United  States,  and  almost  of  the 
whole  world — for,  except  perhaps  a  Chinese  junk, 
there  was  hardly  a  vessel  to  be  found  on  the 
ocean  Without  some  article  of  merchandise  that 
had  *'come  out  of  England  or  its  possessions." 
It  was  an  interdict  of  the  direct  trade  in  our  own 
commodities,  for  no  vessel  could  take  tobacco, 
cotton,  bread-stuff,  &g.,  to  London  or  Liverpool, 
and.  bring  b<tck  a  return  cargo,  without  coming 
under  that  decree;  and,  without  returns,  there 
could  be  no  export,  for  export  and  import  were 
correlative  terms;  the  one  could  not  exist  with- 
o\it  the  other ;  there  could  as  soon  he  a  wife  with- 
out a  husband,  a  child  without  a  parent,  a  mas- 
ter without  a  servant ;  the  one  implied  the  other. 
To  talk  of  export  without  import  was  argument 
turn  er  absurao.  Here,  then,  was  a  prohibition 
of  that  direct  trade,  that  i}ittance,  that  minimum 
of  maritime  right,  for  which  gentlemen  are  now 
willing  to  go  to  war.  He  put  these  facts  to  gen- 
tlemen who  now  stickle  about  the  direct  trade, 
with  which  the  Orders  in  Council  interfere. 
Was  be,  therefore,  the  defender  of  those  Orders'? 
He  stated  the  parallel  cases  to  show  thatagainst 
the  anti-neut^ai  decrees  of  France,  Republicans 
had  refused  to  vote  armies  and  fleets.  But  those 
time^  had  passed  away<  The  sternness  of  our 
republican  principles  iiad  not  then  melted  away 
by'basking  in  the  sunshine  of  a  republican  Court. 
He  WMild  not  enter  into  a  disgusting  recital  of 
other  v^/Hnch  injuries  and  abominations;  he 
would  coofine  himself  to  those  daring  maritime 
insults  anji  aggressions,  which  had  been  chastised 
by  tl\e  valor  of  American  tars,  while  happily'the 
fleeti^  our  enemy  were  pinioned  in  port,  or  crip- 
pled at  sea,  by  her  great  rival.  It  was  matter  of 
curiosity  to  look  into  some  of  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint urged  against  us  by  the  notorious  citizen 
Talleyrand,  ex  bishop  of  Autun.  dbc.  In  his  ca* 
pacity  of , Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  he  had, 
among  other  complaints,  represented  to  our  Min- 
isters, in  an  official  note,  that  "  The  newspapers 
'  known  to  be  under  the  indirect  control  of  the 
'  Cabinet,  have,  since  the  .treaty,  redoubled  the 
'  invectives  and  calumnies  against  the  Republic. 
^  and  against  her  principles,  her  masristrates,  ana 
'  her  Envoys.  Pamphlets,  openly  paid  for  by  the 
^  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  have  reproduced^  in 
'  every  form,  those  insults  and  calumnies  j  with- 
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'  out  a  state  of  things  so  scandalous  having  ever 

*  attracted    the    attention   of  the   Qovernment, 

*  which  might  have  repressed  it.    On  the  con- 

*  trary.  the  Government  itself  was  intent  upon 
^  encouraging  this  scandal  in  its  public  acts." 

We  had  greater  inducements  to  raise  men  in 
1798  than  now.  Thete  were  then  French  pos- 
sessions in  our  neighborhood,  from  which  a  pre- 
datory war,  under  French  and  Spanish  qolors, 
had  been  waged  upon  our  commerce,  even  in  our- 
own  harbors,  and  ob  our  own  shores,  which  had 
no  parallel,  unless  in  the  depredations,  the  rapine 
and  plunder  of  the  Barbary  eorsairs  on  the  oppo- 
site coasts  of  Christendom.  Our  little  fleet  at 
that  tim^  triumphed  in  the  West  Indian  seas.  It 
was  in  our  power  to  have  applied  the  remedy  to 
the  actual  seat  of  the  disease.  Not  only  was  our 
fair  and  legitimate  commerce  with  England  pro- 
hibited— the  trade  from  London  to  New  York, 
and,  by  consequence,  from  New  York  to  London — 
but  we  were  forbidden  to  iiarter,  even  with  a 
neutral,  for  any  article  '^coming  out  of  England, 
or  its  possessions j"  nay,  more — our  vessels  en- 
gaged in  any  such  trade,  were,  ipeofacto^  stamped 
with  the  character  of  enemy.  The  cargo;— even 
the  minutest  part  of  it — a  single  volume^  printed 
in  England,  determined  the  character  of  the 
whole,  and  of  the  veteel  also.  It. was  a  commer- 
cial attaioderj  working  a  general  corruption  of 
the  whole  mass. 

Th«  nation  had  been  brought  into  its  present 
alarroinj;  and  unprecedented  situation  by  nieans 
in  no  wise  unaccountable — by  steps  as  direcx  and 
successive  as  Hogarth's  celebrated  series  of  prints, 
'^The  Rake's  Progress/'  beginning  at  the  gaming 
table  and  ending  in  a  jail,  or  in  bedlam.  Our 
difficulties  began  to  show  themselves  J  n  1805  and 
1806,  when  a  wise  man  from  the  East  (Bid  well) 
was  sent  to  govern  the  American  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  quality  of  manager  With  what  decree 
of  fidelity  he  had  discharged  this  duty,  we  might 
jud|^e  from  that  which  he  had  since  displayed  in 
far  inferiojr  trusts.  We  had  commenced  our  sys- 
tem somewhat  on  the  plan  of  Catharine  of  Rus- 
sia, when  she  lent  her  nominal  aid  to  the  coali- 
tion ;  we  had  dealt  even  more  profusely^  than  she 
in  manifestoes ;  we  began,  under  the  rnsugation 
of  mercantile  cupidity,  to  contend  by  proclama- 
tions and  resolutions  ior  the  Empire  of  the  ocean. 
But,  instead  of  confining  ourselves  da  she  had 
done  to  this  bloodless  warfare,  we  must  copy 
the  wise  ezamnle  of  her  successors,  and  after  our 
battle  of  Friedland,  he  supposed,  we  also  should 
have  our  peace  of  Tilsit.  He  gave  the  little  mi- 
nority praise  for  having  kept  the  Administration 
in  checK,  under  the  salutary  restraint  of  a  rigor- 
ous examination  of  their  acts — although  the  Ad- 
ministration had  run  awaj  with  the  credit  of 
wishing  to  take  a  strong  altitude,  and  had  thrown 
the  blame  of  thwarting  their  measures  on  the 
opposition.  That  opposition  had  been  composed 
of  all  sects  and  persuasions ;  but  he  now  perceived 
that  the  greater  part  of  them  (the  Federalists) 
bad  gone  over  to  the  Couft  party,  for  a  very  ob^ 
vious  reason— because  they  foresee  at  the  end  of 
the  journey/  Mr.  Speaker,  that  your  defeat  will 


secure  their  triumph.  I  wish  the  gentlemen  oa 
my  left  (the  majority)  joy  of  theic  new  travel- 
ling companions.   * 

But  he  could  trace  the  origin  of  out  present 
difficulties  a  little  further  back  than  the  y«ars 
1805  and  1806 — to  the  refusal  of  our  Government 
to  prolong  the  Treaty  t)f  London,  whjch,  by  its 
.own  liniii^tigns,  bad  expired  within  two  years 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  •  But  for  the 
truce  of  Amieps— for  it  hardly  deserved  the  name 
of  a  peace^ihat  treaty  would  now  be  in  opera- 
tion. The  refusal  to  prqlong  its  stipulations,  at 
least  during  the  contiouanoe  of  the' war;  to  con- 
sider the  peace  of  Amiens  as  in  effect  no  actual 
termination  of  the  contest ;  the  rejection  of  the 
overtures  mad?  by  the  English  Ministry  to  rein- 
state it,  was  a  capital  error,  for  which  no  states- 
man couM  atone.  Admitting,  fo^  argument's 
sake,  the  treaty  to  have  &een  in  the  first  instance ' 
impolitic ;  yet,  6n  the  accession  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent toi  the  chair — he  might  as  ^well  say  the 
throne,  fpr.  he  understood*  a  throne  to  be  only  a 
magnificent  chair — under  the  practical  operation 
of  that  treaty,  the  commerce  of  the  country  was 
in  the  ''full  tide  of  successful  experiment."  It 
was,  to  say  Che  best  of  it,  whim,  madness,  a  mag^ 
got  of  the  brain,  the  wildest  of  vagaries,  to  refuse 
to  prolong  that  treaty  when  it  was  proposed  by 
the  British  GoveromenL  thus  laying  the  fdnnda^ 
tion.for  a  breach,  which  has  since  been  widening. 
On  the  Revolution  of  1801,  that  Gqyernment 
had  been  led  to  apprehend,  from  the  language 
^eld  by  prostituted  presses  in  this  count ry-*-ne 
meant  the. presses  of  both  parties— that  the  per- 
sons who  then  came  ilUo  power  would  thraw 
thelihseLves  into  the  arms  of  France.  Pnt  they 
were  agreeably  disappointed ;  they  were  soon  nn- 
deceived*  This  Government  was  at  that' time 
directed  by  men  who  understood  and  pursued  the 
^rue  interests  of  the  country.  Mr.  R.  said  that 
he  stood  in  such  a  situi^tion,  at  that  time,  as  ena- 
bled him  to  pronounce  that  everjr  fear  of  that 
sort  oh  the  part  of  the  British  Cabinet  was  dissi<> 
pated.  An  unfeigned  cordiality  hi^d  been  kent 
up. between  us  and  the  Court  of  St.. James,  with- 
but,  at  the  same  time,  disturbing  the  amity  sub' 
sisting  between  us  and  France.  Even  the  refa- 
sal  to  renew  the  Treaty  of  London,  ill  advised 
as  it  was,  did  not  immediately  impair  the  good 
understanding  which  existed  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  ^States.  But  to  this,  after 
soipe  ill-timed  threats  find  bickerings,  succeeded 
the  rejection  of  the  Treaty  of  Mr.  Monrx>e — be 
said  of  Mr.  Monroe,  because,  although  another 
gentleman  was  united  with  him  in  the  mission, 
he  suspected  that  he  had  as  little  efficient  agencv 
in  that  treaty  as  Mr,  R.  himself.  He  believed, 
that  at  this  time,  we  shonld  be  very  willing  to 
accept  of  that'seouted  treaty,  even  with  iheoaveat 
of  Lords  Holland  and  Auckland  attached  to  it — 
for  in  that  light  he  hud  always  considered  the 
obnoxious  note.  Surely  it  was  more  candid  and 
honorable  to  apprize  us^  beforehand,  of  their  in- 
tentions, under  a  eertain  contingency,  than  to 
hold  it  up  in  mental  reservation  until  the  event 
should  have  occurred.    In  any  event,  that  note, 
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koweverif  mtg^kt  b&  objected  to  upon  principle^ 
was  couched  io  terms  not  merely  iDoieDsire^bat 
decorous  and  respectful.  A|  any  rate,  after  tb? 
note  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,.who  had  declared  us 
to  be^^ without  honor,  without  energy,  without 
just  political  views  ;^'  who  bad  likened  us  to  the. 
Colonial  Assembly  of  Jamaica;  who  had  kindly 
spared  us  the  trouble  of  declarinff  war;  galled 
and  seared  as  we  had  b^en  by  nis  taupts,  we 
should  hardly  turd  up  onr  noses  at  the  note  of 
the  British  Commissioners.  The  imperial  chal- 
ice of  insult  had  been  drained  to  the  very  dregs. 
Even  our  diplomatic  worm  had  turned  and 
writhed  beneath  the  heel  of  the  imperial  oppres* 
»or.  Yes,  we  would  uoquestionablf  be  wining 
to  occupy  the  ground  ottered  to  us  in  1806,  to 
accept  the  terms  of  chat  despised  and  rejected 
treaty— rejected,  as  if  in  scorn— boi  for  purposes 
loo  visible  to  need  explanation  qi  comment.  Sup- 
pose, sir,  at  this  day  yqo  had  to  require  the  Opin- 
ion of  the  Executive  Go^rdment  on  the  merits 
of  that  instrument,  of  whom  would  you  demand 
it?.  Through  what  channel  would  you  receive 
it?  Mr.  RT  presumed,  through  the  Department 
of  State.  By  whose  opinion  would  you  l^  guided» 
by  that  pf  the  ex-Secretary,  or  of  the  Secretary 
in  fact?  How  would  you  settle  the  matter  be- 
tween them?    Would  you  compoupd  it? 

But  we  are  told,  and  by  men  of  honor  too,  that 
we  stand  pledged  tp  France.  I  was  not  sur- 
prised, sir,  to  see  this  asserted  by  factious  jour- 
nalists, but  I  confess  my  astonishment;  nay,. my 
grief  and  indignation,  when  I  hear  it  asserted  on 
this  floor,  by  men  whom  I  hoiror,  whom  I  love, 
whom  I  reVtre!  Bound  to  France,  as  Sinbad 
the  sailor  Was  bound  to  the  putrifying  corpse  of 
his  deceased  wife.  If  so,  then  have  we  sealed 
our  perdition.  Will  any  man  contend  that  we 
have  the  right  to  transfer  ^o  a  foreign  Despqt  the 
poweir  of  making  war  for  us^  upon  Whom  and 
when  he  shall  please?  No,  sir,  I  deny  it  \  such  is 
dot  our  miserable,  our  hopeless  condition.  We 
are  not  bound  to  France,  »nd.  so  help  me  Qod, 
with  my  consent,  we  never  shall  be  so  bound. 
What  will  yoiir  constituente say  to  this?  'Sup- 
pose they  crowd  your  table  with  memorials  and 
instructions  Against  this  measure,  will  you  reply 
to  them  with  the  coolness  of  a  modern  duellist— 
"We  are  bound  in  honor;  we  are  sorry  for  it,  but 
cannot  help  it.  The  sacred  trust  which  yoM  de- 
posed in  us  we  have  hetfayed ;  <he  high  attributes 

^  of  sovereignty,  the  power  of  w^r  and  peace  with 
which  you  clothed  us  for  your  own  good,  we 
have  made  over,  by  legislative  legerdemain,  to 
the  great  pppressor  of  our  name  and  race.  We 
are  spell  bound,  under  incantation,  and  must 
obey."  Will  the  people  endure  this?  Is  the 
power  of  making  war  transferred  from  the  Ameri- 
can Congress  to  France?  and  by  chicanery  too? 

^  Bound  to  France!  By  what?  By  a  contriv- 
ance, an  artifice  the  most  bunglins — by  a  quibble 
which  a  Newgate  solicitor  would  blush  to  plead 
in  bar  of  an  indictment  for  felony.  But,  sir,  if 
you  have  sold  yourselves  into  foreign  bondage,  I 
pray  you  to  show  me  the  equivalent,  the  yutd 
pro  quo.    What  have  yoo  got  in  exchange  lEom 


the  tyrant  of  the  earth?  Where  is  the  mess  of 
postage,  the  miserable  dish  of.  French  broth,  of 
soap  maigre,  for  which  you  have  bartered  away 
your  birthright;  the  birthright  of  a  whole  people ; 
the  right  of  self-government ;  the  power  over  war 
and  peace !  Shall  we  loc^  into  the  official,  re«- 
sponsible  correspondence,  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment for  this  equivalent?  We  have  their  on- 
Se^tionable  testimony^  that  France  has  played  us 
te.'  The  Secretary  of  Stale,  in  his  letter  of 
the  10th  of  December  last  to  General  Tcirreaa 
says: 

''The  act  of  Conj^ress  of  May  last  hnd  for  its  object, 
not  merely  the  recognition  of  a  apecnlatiye  legitimate 
principle,  but  the  enjoyment  of  .a  substantial  benefit. 
The  overture  therein  preaented,  obviously  embraced 
t)M  idea  of.  commercial  advantage.  It  incloded  the 
aasonable  belief  that  an  abrogation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  wonld  leave  the  porta  of  F^ranee  as  free 
for  the  tntrodnction  of  the  produce  of  the  United 
States  as  they  were  previously  to.  the  promulgation  of 
those  decreef. 

*<  The  restricttoas  oC  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree 
had  the  efiect  of  restraining  the-  American  merchants 
from  sending  their  vessels  to  France.  The  interdic- 
tion in  the  system  that  has' been  substituted,  against 
the  admission  of  American  products,  will  have  the 
effect  of  imposing,  upon  them  an  equal  restraint  If, 
then,  for  the  revoked  decreea,  municipal  laws,  pro* 
ducing  the  same  commercial  effect,  have  been  substi- 
tuted, the  mode  onlvy  and  not  the  measure,  has  under- 
gone an  alteration.*'  ,  ^ 

'  France,  then,  by  the  solemn  declaration  of  our 
owd  Government,  has  done  by  municipal  decrees 
what  her  edicts  of  Berlin,  Milan,  dbc,  conld  not 
more  completely  have  effected.  Like  a  true 
chevalier  d^itulustrie^  she  tells  you—"  My  decrees 
shall  be  withdrawn :"  and,  when  she  has  you  in 
lier  clutches,  she.achieves  her  purpose  of  robbery 
and  plunder  by  a  "change  of  the  niode — munici- 
pally— by  municipal  decrees^- and  we,  sood  easy 
men,  ar«  satisfied.  *  She  may  rob  and  plunder  to 
her  heart's  contest ;  she  may  violate  every  right 
of  hospitality  |  decoy  us  into  her  ports,  and  then 
strip  us  lo  the  skin— but  mark,  I  pray  you,  not 
under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees— not  under 
"  edicts  affecting  our  neutral  relations"— but  as 
how,  I  beseech  you  ?  Why^  in  a  civil  way — mu- 
nicipally. To*  be  pledged  to  France,  (suppose 
it  possible,)  we  tnust  ht^re  vl  boha  fide  revocation 
of  her  unjuat  edicts  carried  into  lasting  effect — 
not  a  subtle,  oracular,  Delphic  response,  "  which 
keeps  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear.  but  breaks 
it  to  the  hope."  Can  you  carry  your  tobacco, 
cotton,  or  bread-stuffs  to  France?  Go  with  your 
tobacco;  there  is  but  one  buyer,  and,  of  course, 
can  be  but  one  seller  to  supply  her  market.  The 
imperial  tobacconist  possesses  the  monopoly ;  he 
gives  you  what  he  pleases,  and  that  you  must 
uke.  To  be  sure  you  have  the  privilege  of  trans- 
porting it  by  land  from  Bordeaox,' seven  hundred 
miles,  into  Germany.  Your  cotton  is  excluded 
by  enormous  duties;  your  bread-aiuffs  she  does 
not  want.  She, secretly  Supplies  them  herself  to 
her  enemy,  at  the  same  time  that  she  interdicts 
your  supply,  which  might  come  iato  competition 
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with  hers.  Whether  the  Orders  iir  Council  are 
repealed  I  know  not  and  I  care  not»  They  do 
not  prevent  us  from  tradlng^  with  France^  France 
herself  excludes  us^  They  h^ve  not  prevented 
thirty  miliions'of  American  property  from  find- 
ing its  way  into  the  ports  of  France,  and  thence 
into  the  imperial  cofferis.  How  did  this  property 
get  there?  He  spoke  of  the  practical  efiect  of 
the  Orders  in  Council.  Their  -principle,  or  want 
of  principle,  was  another  thing.  *^The  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,"  as  our  own  GoTerntneht  1)ad 
officially  pronounced, "  had  restrained  the  Ameri-^ 
can  merchaiits  from  sending  their  v^ssek  to 
France.?'  No  sooner  were  they  duped  into  a  be* 
lief  that  these  injurious  decrees  were,  or  would 
be  removed,  than  thirty  millions  of  American 
property  (the  Orders  in  Council*  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding)  found  its  way  to  France,  to  be 
caught  in  her  municipal  trap.  And  we  are  to  go 
to  w^r  for  the  privilege  of  a  scanty  trade,  utkter 
licenses,  with  France— takiqg  our  returns  in 
French  silks — at  the  very  instant  that  we  .bur- 
selves  are  passing  prohibitory  and  highly  penal 
laws  against  this  very  licensed  trade }  This  is 
the  consummation  of  folly  and  inconsistency; 

Reverse  tfte  picture — suppose  your  vessels  con- 
demned in  EoglLsh  ports  for  haying  touched  at  a 
French  port,  or  having  been  searched  by  a  French 
cruiser.  The  proceeds  poured  into  the  coffers  of 
the  British  Exchequer  to  the  amounrof  thirty 
millions.  The  British  Ministry  mock  you  with 
a  nominal  revocation  of  thBir  Orders  in  Council, 
t»ubstituting  some  contrivance  that  answers. the 
same  end.  Your  diplomatic  puppet  ^fathers  cour- 
age to  ask  for  the  plundered  property  of  Our  citi- 
zens. He  is  told,  with  true  French  nonchalance, 
'*  Why,  as  to  that  affair,  it  is  to  be  settled  by  the 
law  of  reprisal."  What  would  you  say  ?  Sir^ 
you  are  laughed  nt  as  idiots,  for  expecting  the 
restoration' of  thirty  millions  from  the  grasp  of  a 
foreign  Power — and  that  power  .France I  You 
may  as  well  go  to  Algiers  to  look  for  the  money. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  having  attempted  'to  describe 
the  aggressions  of  France  in  1798  and  179^, 
when  the  Republicans  refused  to  go  to  war  with 
her,  he  would  now  advent  to  injuries  of  a  lat.er 
date,  and  he  challenged  a  comps^rison  of  them 
with  those  of  any  nation  under  the  sun. 

In  the  year  1800,  a  treaty  was  negotifited  by 
Mr.  Davie,  and  other  Commissioners  appointed 
by  Mr.  Adams,  with  the  present  ^uler  of  the 
French  Empire.  This  trefity.  signed  by  Bona- 
parte's awn  handf  was  ratified  by  the  late  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  Jefferson)  and  the  Senate,  ttie  succeed- 
ing year. 

The  third  article  provides  for  the  mi!ltual  res- 
toration of  the  public  ships  takea  during  the  ex- 
istence of  hostilities  between  the  two  contracting 
parties :  ' 

The  fourth  for  the  restoration  of  property  cap- 
tured (in  actual  war)  and  not  definitively  con- 
demned : 

The  sixth  declares  "that  commerce  between 
the  parties  shall  be  fre£."  The  subsequent  con- 
duct of  the  French  Government  is  a  suitable 
ommentary  on  this  text-^"  fVee."     This  was 


French  freedom,  he  supposed.    But  hear  the  8th 
article: 

"To  fkvpr  commerce  on  both  sides,  it  is  agreed, 
that,  if  in  case  a  war  should  break  out  between  tbe 
two  nations,  which  God  forbid !  the  term  of  six  moBtha 
after  the  .declaration  of  war  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
merchants  and  other  citizens,  and  inhabitants  respects 
ivQly,  on  the  one  side  and  the  other,  during  which  time 
they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  themselves,  with 
their  effects  and  moveables,  which  they  shall  be  at  lib- 
erty to  carryi  send  away  or  sell,  as  they  please,  with- 
out the  least  obstruction.  Nor  shall  their  effects, 
much  less  their  persons,  be  seized,  during  such  term 
<>f  six  months.  On  th^  contrary,  passports,  which 
shall  be  valid  ibr  a  time  necessary  for  their  return, 
shall  be  giveh  to  .them  for  their  vessek,  and  the  etM» 
which  they  shall  be  willing  to  send  away  or  carry  with 
them ;  aod  such  pasroorts  shall  be  «  safe  conduct 
against  all  insulti.  and  prises  which  privateers  may 
attempt  against -their  persons  and  effiicts*  And  if  any 
thing  be  taken  from  them,  or  any  injury  done  to  then 
or  their  efibcts,  by  one  of  the  parties,  dbeir  cttissene  or 
inhabitants,  Within  the  term  above  prescribed,  faXL  sat- 
isfaction shall  hie  made  to  them  on  that  account." 

And  yet,  sir,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace ;  in 
the  fa6e  of  this  solemn  stipulation ;  in  the  teeth 
of  thi^  treaty;  sijp^ned  by  his  own  hand,  i^hen  the 
imperial  ruler  of  France  himself  could  not  insin- 
uate that  We  had  infringed  one  iota  of  it,  had  our 
merchants  been  decoyed  into  his  ports^  robbed, 
incarcerated,  treated  with  every  species  of  coa- 
ttimely  and  disgrace,  in  a  manner  m  whieb«^  had 
we  been  at  open  war  with  France,, he  was  not  at 
liberty  to  treat  them  until  after  tf  fair  notice  of 
six  months.  In  Bordeaux,,  Antwerp,  Araster- 
daj»— in  every  port  under  the  coQtrol-of  France— 
not  forgetting  Naples,  the  kingdom  of  Joachim 
Murat — there  had  been  one  uninterrupted  scene 
of  American  plunder^  In  private  life,  there  was 
a  description  of  men  so  flagitious,  so  notorious 
for  the  disregard  of  every  principle  of  morality, 
hoOor,  and  religion,  as  to  be  considered  privi- 
leged to  do  and  to  say  what  they  pleased  ;  and  in 
this  class  we  seemed  disposed  to  rank  i}xe  present 
ruler  of  France.  He  stood  absolved  from  all  the 
obligations  which  are  binding  on  other  men.  No 
act  of  turpitude,  or  ill  faith  from  him,  could  ex- 
eke  any  emotion  or  surprise;  it  was  oVerlookcKl 
as  a  matter  of  course. 

By  the  Article  12th.  V  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  dti- 
zen^  of  either' country  to  sail  with  their  ships  and  mer^ 
chandise  (coatrabahd  goods  always  excepted)  firom 
any  port  whatc^ver,  to  any  port  of  ihe  enemy  of  the 
other,  and  to  sail  and  trade  with  their  sl^ps  and  mer- 
chandise with  perfect  security  and  liberty,  from  the 
countries,  ports,  and  places,  of  those  who  are  the  ene- 
mies of  both,  or  of  either  party,  without  any  opposi- 
tion or  disturbance  whatsoever;  and  to  pass  not  only 
directly  from  the  places  and  ports  of  the  enemy  afore- 
mentioned, to  neutral  ports  and  places,  but  also  firom 
one  pldce  belonging  to  an  enemy  to  another  place 
belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  same  Power,  or  under  the  several; 
unless  such  ports  or  places  shall  be  actually  bk>ckaded, 
besieged,  or  invested.^' 

*'  Article  14th.  It  is  hereby  stipulated  that  freeriiqis 
shall  give  a  freedom  to  goods,  and  that  everything 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  free  and  exempt  which  shall  1^ 
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^und  on  board  the  skips  belonging  to  the  dtiiens  of 
either  of  the  contracting  parties,  althongh  the  whole 
lading,  or  any  part  thereof^  diould  appertain  to  the 
enemies  of  either,  contraband  goods  being  always  ex- 
cepted." 

Uikler  this  article  our  ships  have  been  burnt 
aod  sunk  on  the  high  seas,  in  the  prpseoutioQ  of 
their  lawful  trade. 

*' Article  17.  And  that  oaptuxsDs  oh  light  susphciohs 
may  be  avoided,  and  injtiriee  thence  arising  preTen'ted , 
it  is  agreed  that  when  one  party  shall  be  engaged  In 
war,  and  the  other  party  be  neater,  the  ships  of  the 
nentral  party  shall  be  furnished  with  passports  similar 
to  that  described  ia  the  fourth  article,  that  it  may  ap- 
pear thereby  that  the. ships. really  belong  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  neutral  party ;  they  shall  be  vaUd  ^r  any 
number  of  voya^^es,  hvti  sbai^  be  renewed  every  year— - 
diat  is,  if  the  ship  happens  to  return  home  ih  the  space 
of  a  year.  If  the  ships  are  laden,  they  shall  be  pro- 
vided not  only  with  the  passports  abovementioned,  but 
also  with  certificates  similar  to  those  described  in  the 
aame  article,  so  that,  it  may  be  known  whether  they 
carry  any  contrabaod  goodi*.  Nq  other  paper  shall  be 
re^ir^,  any  usage  or  ordinance  to  the  contrary  <not- 
withstanditag.  And  if  it  sfaaH  not  appear  iSrom  tl^  said 
certificates  that  there  are  contraband  goods  on  board 
any  such  ship,  and  the  commander  of  the  same  shall 
ofier  to  deliver  them  up,  tke  ofibr  shall  be  accepted, 
and  tbe  ship  shall  beat  liberty  to ptorsue  iu  voyage, 
unless  the  quantity  of  contraband,  goods  be  greater 
than  can  conveniently  be  received  on  board  the  ship 
of  war,  or  privateer,  in  which  case  the  ship  may  )>e 
carried  into  port  for  ^e  delivery  of  ^e  same.'* 

Article  18.  Rtegulates  the  manoer  of  search, 
''for  the  avoidance  of  disorder  and  abuse.^' 

But  why  recite  these  stipulations,  when  our 
Minister  at  Paris  had-1>eeq  compelled  to  state  to 
the  French  Government,  "that  to  appeal  to  our 
solemn  treaty  with  the  ruler  of  France,  or  to  the 
laws  of  nations,''  which  are  the  firinoi pies  of  eter- 
nal justice  and  truth,  "would  beliteraily  to  ap- 
peal to  the  dead.^'  And  yet.  with  all  this  glaring 
testimony  of  French  perfidy,  injustice,  injury, 
and  ipsultj  we  bear  of  pledges  to  f^xince/o(  de- 
signating our  enemy,  aod  that  eji^my  not  Franee. 
Sir,  if  you  go  to  war  it  will  not  be  for  the  pro- 
tection of,  or  defeiLce  of  your  maritime  rights. 
Glentlemen  from  the  North  have  been  taken  upi 
to  some  high  mountaiu  and  shown  all  the  kingr 
doms  of  the  earth ;  and  Canada  seems  tempting 
in  their  sight  That  rich  vein  of  Genneseeland, 
which  is  said  to  be  even  better  ou  the  other  side 
of  the  lake  than  on  this.  Agrarian  cupidity,  not 
maritime  right,  urges  the  war.  £ver  since  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
came  into  the  House,  wo  have  hean)  but  one  word 
— like  the  whip-poof- will,  but  one  eternal  monot- 
onous tone*— Canada !  Canada !  Canada !  Not  a 
syllable  about  Halifax,  which  unquestionably 
thoold'be  our  great  object  in  a  war  for  maritime 
security.  It  is  \o  acquire  a  prepondering  northern 
influence,  that  you  are  to  kunch  into  war.  For 
jMarposes  of  maritime  safety,  the  barren  rocks  of 
Bermuda  were  worth  more  to  us  than  all  the 
deserts  through  which  Hearne  and  McKeozie  had 
pushed  their  adventurous  researches.  Since  this 
great  bomb,  the  report  of  the  Committee,  had 


burst  upon  the  House,  Mr.  R.  had  beeh  anxiously 
waiting  for  some  great  political  or  militarv  pro- 
jector to%point  out  a  way  by  which  we  could  get 
at  Halifax,  or  even  at  €tuebec.  '  He  bad  seen.  an4 
heard  nothing  that  indicated  a  tolerably  correct 
iuformatioa  of-  the  subject.  Whilst  England 
matntained  the  mastery  of  the  seas,  and  could 
throw  supplies  into  them,  at  pleasure,  he  supposed 
they  were  to  be  starved  out.  He  was  forcibly 
reminded  of  a  ludicrous  caricature,  published  soon 
.  after  the  siege  of  Gibraltar.  That  fortress  was 
represented  to  lie  in  the  moon^-and  whilst  the 
Duke  de  Crillon  was  making  passes  at  it  with 
a  small  >6Word,  Don  duixote,  on  his  Rosinante, 
with  Sancbo  (the  best  and  most  honest  Governor 
of  whom  he  had  ever  heak'd)  mounted  on  Dapple, 
at  ^is  back,  exclaimed,  with  true  Castilian  grav- 
ity to  his  trusty  squii^  ^  we'll  starve  them  out 
Sancbo !?'  This 'tUbtk^  Capada,  which  had  in- 
flamed the  cupidity  of  Qorthem  codtractors,  made 
us  forget  the  disturbances  «mong  oar  savage 
neighbors— the  hostilities  6oiiimitce3  oi^  meditated 
along  our  whole  northwestern  and  southern  fron- 
,trerf  Symptoms  of  discontent  were  manifesting 
themselves  among  the  Creeks^-in  the  State  ot 
QeorgiH.  As  to  Lootsiaua,  he  did  not  consider 
it  as  an  integral  part  of  the  United  States.  We 
had  bought  it  and  might  s^l  it— he  felt  himself 
as  much  at  liberty  to  sell  itas  ho  dispose  of  his 
own  slaves.  If  we  were  io  have  war,  he  hoped 
it  woOld  be  for  sometbiog  of  greater  uational 
benefit  than  to  enrich  the  commissaries  and  con- 
tractors from  Miehillimaekiuftc  to  Niagara  and 
Frontignac;  » 

He  repelled  the  charge  of  avarice  made  againaf 
the  opponents  of  the  present  measure.  Avarice, 
although  the  most  sordid  and  degrading  vice  of 
the  individual  characyter,  was  one  of  the,  first  vir- 
tues of  ^  statesman.  To  husband  the  public  rev- 
enues, to  ease  the  public  burdens,  where  consistent 
with  the  public  intetest,  vifna  one, of  the  cardinal 
duties  of  a  v^ise  or  beneficent  Government.  He 
extolled  the  avarice  of  Elizabeth  and  her  Bur- 
leigh and  Walsinghara,  and  that  of  Frederick  the 
Great,  which,  aided  by  liis genius,  enabled  him  to 
build  up  a  first  rieite.  power  in  Europe — to  make 
a  Prussia.  He  Compared  the  parsimony  of  these- 
great  ^oveteigos  and  Ministers,  with  the  profu- 
sion and  prodigality  that  had  overthrown  the  mon- 
archy of  the  Bourbons.  We  had  been  told  of 
hoiior  in  one  scale,  and  doUarr  and  cents  in  the 
other — of  cold  caleulators-^the'calcujators  were 
on  the  other  side.  They  begin  at  hooM.  Their 
generosity  is  not  misapplied.  They  wefe  reck- 
oning Op  tt)e  portion  of  those  very  dollars  and 
Cents  that  might  fall  to  their  share.  Seekers 
after  commissions,  embryo  colonels  and  generals, 
contractors,  commissaries,  and  the  whole  tribe  of 
leeches  that  fasten  on  the  public  purse — these 
were  the  true  calculators.  Hk  friend  from  North 
Carolina,  and  himself  were  calculating  pro  bono 
publico;  to  save  the  peopleV money,  not  to  share 
It.  This  was  the  character  of  their  avarice.  It 
was  not  of  that  description  which  views  with 
equal  eye,  "the  public  million  and  the  private 
groat." 
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Mr.,  RANDOLpa  recurDed  his  thanks  to  Mr. 
Johnson  .and  Mr.  WRi«eT  for  the  courtesy  »ad 
urbatuty  with  which ^ hey  had  conducted  the  de- 
bate. He  8aid,«Ithouffh  he  felt  no  sort  of  delicacy 
towards  General  Wilkinson,  y«t,  in  deference  to 
the  feelin^of  the  gentleman  from J^aryland,  (Mr. 
WRiOHTi)  who.  thinkingpf  that  person as^hedid^ 
had  displayed  naaeh  liberality  towards-Mr.  Ran- 
DOLPtt— he  should  forbear  the  unnecessary  ex- 
pression of  opi-nions  which  wounded  agentievian 
professing  to  be  the  personal  friend  of  General 
Wilkinson,  and  sincerely  believing  him  innocent. 
Yet  he  must  not  b«  cinderstood  as  modifying  the 
opinions^  which  he  had .  heretofore  expressed  of 
that  man,  who  was  sometimes  styled  the  Coitt- 
mander-in-Chief.  He  had  been  compelled .  to 
wade  through  a  mass  of  testimony  respecting 
htm,  ^mong  which  that  of  the*  General  himself 
was  not  the  least  eonclusive,  which  left.no  more 
doubt  on  his  mind  as  to  his  real  character,  than 
h^  had  of  the  being  of  a  God— and  he  must  re- 
nounce his  reason  before  his  conviction  on  either 
subject  could  be  shaken.  The '  public  seniiT^ent 
|iad  pronounced  an  irreversible  sentence,  that  no 
mock  tribunal  could  affect. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  he, hud  been  ipisapprehended 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  {Mr.  JbHNr 
sonO  While  he  held  himself  utterly  irrespon- 
sible for  sentiments  ascribed  to  him  in  the  public 
prints,  where  it  was  hard  te  tell  whether  his 
language  or  his  meaning  was  more  perverted  and 
mutilated,  he  should  be  sorry  to  be  misuoder- 
stood  by  a  gentleman- on  that  floor^  who  had  coqv 
ducted. himself  in  debate  with  so  much  liberality 
U>ward  his  adversary  as  that  gentleman  had  dis- 
played. Mr.  R.  had  neyer  said,  that  x>n  an  ex«  • 
pitctt  requisition  of  troops,  by  the  Ezecutii^e,  he 
would  vote  the  nu  in  her  required.'  He  had  said) 
that  if  the  Executive,  who  wa$  charged  with  the 
public  defence,  should  declare  to  that  House  that 
this  force  uras  necessary  to  ehable  him  to  extend* 
•hat  protection  over  the  United  States  and  their 
dominions,  which.it  was  his  duty  to  see  afforded, 
ibr  instance,  to  garrbon  New  Orleans^  against 
meditated  attack ;  to  guard  against  apprehended 
danger  from  our  savage  neighbors,  or  from  anv 
formidable  European  PoiKrer— it  would  be  wttn 
great  distrust  of  his  own  judgment  and, informa- 
tion if  he  refused  the  granr. 

He  had  asked  for '  proof  of  British  cgnnexion 
with  the  late  Biassacre ;  he  l^ad  been  answered  by 
one  ffenrleo^ai^.  "  1  have  uo  doubt  of  it ;"  while 
another  had  attempted  to  show^  from  the  history 
of  our- late  war,  (what  no  mjin  c^vex  denied,)  that 
the  Government  of  England  was  capable  of  such 
an  act.  He  foresaw  that  be  should  have,  to  post'' 
pone  his  trip  to  Canada.  He  had  asked. for  proof 
of  the  eairages  having  been  instigated  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  br  its  agents,  and  he  had  been 
told  of  the  trade  of  the  Northwest  Company. 
Was  that  any  novelty?  Might  we  not  as  well 
charge  ourselves  with  a  part^ipation  in  the  act, 
because  we  had  furnished  them  With  similar  arti- 
cles ?  Was  the  Northwest  Company  the  British 
Gtovernmenf?  Was  it  in  any  degree  under  the" 
control  of  that  Ministry  ?    In  fact,  since  the  non*- 


importation  act,  bad  not  oar  agents  been  obliged 
to  wink  at  a  smuggling  uade  by  that  concern,  iii 
order  that  the  tndianS  might  be  furnished  with 
articles  which  we^iould  no  longer  supply?  As  to 
the  question  whether  the  British  Ministry  were 
capable  of  such  an  act?  there  was;  nothing  too 
mean,  too  vile,  too  ijnrfamous  for  Grovernments  to 
do.  .  The  veteran  politician  was  unsusceptible  of 
friendship  or  enmity;  he  simulated  the  one  or 
the  other,  just  as  it  suited  his  own  individual 
interest,  hts  own  crooked  schemes  and  plans  of  ad- 
yanc^ent,  to  which  he  made  every  other  consid- 
^eratiot;!  bend. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  expressed 
surprise  at  Mr.  Randolpb^s 'manner  of  speaking 
of  our  origin  from  an  English  stock.  Could  "that 
gen tlemaof  repose  his  head  upon  his  pillow  with- 
out.returoing  thanks  to  God  that  he  Was  descended 
from  English  parentage  ?  Whence  but  from  that 
origin  came  all  the  blessings  of  life,  so  far  as  politi- 
cal privileges  are  concerned  ?  To  what  is  it  ow- 
ing that  we  are  at  this  moment  deliberating  under 
tlje  forms  of  a  fr6e  representative  Gpyernment? 
Suppose  we  had  4)een.col0niesof  any  other  Eu- 
ropean nation— compAre  our  condition  with  that 
of  the  Spanish,  Portuguese,,  or  French  settle- 
ments in  America  ?  To  wl^at  was  our  superiority 
owin^?  To  our  Anglo-Saxon  race.  Suppose  wb 
had  descended  from  those  nations — from  the  last, 
especiallic,  which  stood  self-condemned,  on  her 
own  coniession,  as  incapable  offreeCkivernment, 
-hugging  her  chains,  glorying *in  her  shame,  prid- 
inff  herself  iff  the  slave's  last  poor  distinction,  the 
splendor  of  her  tyrant  inaster  ?  Had  we  sprung 
from  the  loins  of  Frenchmen,  (hte  shuddered  at 
the  thought !)  where  would  have  been  that  proud 
spirit  of  resistance  to  Ministerial  ^ncroachthent 
on  bur  rights  and  liberties,  which  achiered  our 
independence?  We  8boul4  have  sobmitted  to  the 
tea  tax.  the  stamp  act,  and  the  whole  train  of 
Orenviile  ahd  Northern ini$terial  oppression.  That 
which  we  lifted  our  hands'  against  in  determined 
scorn, Would  hare. been  decTmed  an  indulgence. 
Look  at  the  province  of  New  Spain,  or  Mexico,  as 
it  js,  not  with  strict  propriety,  called.  With  a  phys- 
ical force  greatly  superior  to  oor&in  1776,  she  had 
not  dared  to  burst  the  chains  ofSpanish  despotism^ 
divided,  weakened,  almost  extinct  as  was  the 
Spanish  monarchy.  Mr.  R.  adverted  to  histori- 
cal documents  to  show  that  America  ought  to  bo 
proud  of  her  Anglo-Saxon  descent.  We  were 
vastly  particular  about  the  breed  of  odr  borseS| 
cattle,  and'  sheep,  but  careless  of  the  breed  of  hu- 
man nature.  And  yet  to  our  Anglo-Saxon  origin 
we  owed  our  resistance  to  British  tyrehny.  Who 
were  the  members  of  th«  first  Congress  ?  From 
Massachusetts,  Samuel  Adams,and  t'other  Adams 
too,)  Robert  Treat  Paine,  not  Toin.  From  Con- 
necticut, Roger  Sherman,  a  man  of  the  most  pro- 
found political  wisdom.  From  New-York,  James 
Duane,  John  Jay.  From  New  Jersey,  William 
Livin^ton.  From  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Mif- 
flin. From  Delaware.  Cssar  Rodney,  Thomas 
McKean.  From  Maryland,  William  Paca.  From 
Virginia.  Peyton  Randolph,  George  Wash iugtoo, 
Pauick  Henry,  Richard  Bland,  Edmund  Pendle- 
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ton.  Fromf  South  Carolina,  Henry  Middletpn, 
John  Rutledge,  Christopher  Garfsden,  Edwawl 
Rutledge.  In  what  school  had  these  illustrious 
men  foroied  those  noble  principles  of  civil  liberty 
asserted  by  their  eloquence  and  maintained  by 
their  armsl  Among  the  grievances  'slated  in 
their  remonstrance  to  the  King,  a  '^ standing 
army"  met  us  at  the  threshold.  It  was  curious 
to  see  in  that  list  of  wrongs,  so  many  that  had 
unce  been  self-inflicted  by  us. 

^The  authority  of  the  Gommaiijder-iii-Chie^  and 
under  him,  the*  Brigadier  General,  has,  in  time  of 
peace,  been  rendered  fuiyEeme  in  all  ihe  civil  govern- 
ments  in  America.'^    '  - 

Here,  indeed,  only  in  one.    ^ 

"The  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  your  Majesty's 
Ibrces  in  North  America,  has,  in  time  of  peace,  been 
appointed  Governor  of  a  Colony." 

The  same  case  had  happened  here  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  General  Wilkinson  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Louisiana.  ;  . 

«  The  charges  of  uenal  officea  have  been  greatly  in« 
creased;  and  new,  expensive,  and  oppressive  offices, 
lyive  been  multiplied.'   •         • 

The  same  case  now.     /  j 

~  "  The  officers  of  the  customs  are  enipowered  to  break 
open  aad  enter  houses,  without  the  authority  of  any 
civil  magistrate,  founded  on  legal  information." 

This  power,  too,  has  been  exercised  here. 

**  Humble  and  reasonable  petitions,  fl-om  the  ^epre- 
aontatives  of  the  people,  have  been  frmtless^" 

How  does  this  apply  to  the  petitions  from  our 
eommercial  towns,  some  of  which  were  refvised 
reference  or  consideration  7 

'^  Commerce  has  been  burdened  with  many  useless 
and  oppressive  restrictions."  ' 

In  this  we  had  not  been  behindhand  with  hifrd 
North  himself.  v      . 

*<  In  the  last  session  of  Pailiame^t,  an  act  was  passed 
hr  blocking  up  the  harbor  of  9oston."  > 

We  hwe  blocked  up  every  port  from  Mara  e  to 
Georgia.  These  ereat  men  never  anticipated  the 
time  when  our  whole  coast  should  be  uiider  the 
paper  blockade  of  emhargo  laws ;  when  the9e 
should  be  considered  as  the  legitimate  exercise  of 
our  restrictive  energies ;  they  never  dreamed  of 
aach  oppressions. 

*^  Extendmg  the  limits  of  (Quebec,  abolishing  the 
£iigUsh  and  restoring,  the  French  law«,  whereby  great 
juunbers  of  British  freemen  are  subjected  to  the  latter, 
and  establishhig  an '  absolute  Government  and  the 
Boman  Catholic  religion  throughout  those  Vast  regions 
that  border  on  the  westerly  and  ndrtherly  boundaries 
Of  the  free,  Protestant,  English  settlements." 

These  truly  great  and  wise  men  were  not  indif- 
ferent to  the  interests  of  religion.  They  knew 
and  felt  that  it  was  the  basis  of  all  that  was  val- 
uable in  the  human  character,  that  society  and 
Government  could  not  exist  without  it.  They 
had  not  had  the  benefit  of  "  The  Age  of  Rea- 
son," nor  even  of  "  The  Rights  of  Man." 

**  From  this  destructive  system  of  Colony  adminis- 
tration, adopted  since  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war, 
have  ^wed  those  distresses,  dangers,  fears,  and  jeal- 


ousies, that  overwhehn  your  Majesty's  eolonies  with 
affliction  $  and  we  defy  our,  most  subtle  and  inveterate 
enemies  to  traee  the  unhappy  diflerences  betwera 
Great  Britain  and  these  colonies,  from  an  earlier  pe- 
riod, or  from  other  canses  than  we  have  ^assigneid. 
Had  they  proceeded  on  our  part  from  a  restless  levity 
of  temper,  unjust  impulses  of  ambition,  or  artful  sug- 
gestions of  seditious  persons,  we  should  merit  the  op- 
probrious terms  frequently  bestowed  upon  us  by  those 
we  revere.  But,  so  far  from  promoting  innovstions, 
we  have  only  opposed  them ;  and  can  be  charged  with 
no  offence,  unless  it  be  one  to  receive  injuries,  and  be 
sensible  of  them.  ' 

*^  Had  our  Creator  been  pleased  to  give  us  e^cistence 
in  a  land  of  slavery,  the  sense  of  our  condition  might 
have  been  mitigated  by  ignorance  and  habit.  But, 
thanks  to  his  adorable  goodness,  we  wore  bprn  the 
heirs  of  freedom,"  Ac. 

"  The.  uyprehension.  of  being  degraded  into  a  state 
of  servituw,  f^om  the  pre-eminent  rank  of  English 
freemen,  while  our  minds  retain  the  strongest  love  of 
Uberty,  and  clearly  foresee  the  miseriee  preparing  for 
us  and  our  poslerity,  excites  emotions  in  our  breasts, 
which,!  though,  we  cannot  .describe,  we  should  hot  wish 
to.  conceal."  , 

Ht.  R.  also  read  an  extract  showing  Doctor 
Franklin^sopinioaas  to  the  state  of  the  colonies 
previous  to  the  troubles  of  the  stamp  act.  That 
wise  man  had  explicitly  dediired  that  ours  was 
the  only  instance  of  an  extensive  empire  in  which 
the  remote  provinces  were  as  well  governed  as 
the  metropolis  ahd  it3  viciiMry.  The  quentioa 
was  not  whether,  we  should  continuein  our  happy 
situation,  previous  to  ihe  British  attempts  to  lax 
us  without  our  eonsent,  (for  better,  he  allowed, 
we  could  never  expect  to  be,)  but  whether  we 
ahould  give. up  that  enviable  condition  without  » 
atruggle.  The  ^ntleman  from  South  Carolina 
must  excuse  him  if  he  preferred  the  authority  of 
Dr.  Franklin^and'Of  these  authors  of  our  indepena- 
ence/to  Kis  own  (Mr.. Calhoun's  ;)  in  tbis  school, 
at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  he  had  studied  his  politi* 
cal  principles.  We  had  received  our  indelible 
character  of  freemen  from  our  Anglo  Saxon  de- 
scent. Sprim?  from  the  loins  of  Spaniards.  Por* 
tuguese,  ond  FrepchmenJ  what  should  we  have 
Vnown  of  represeotative  Gk)vernment.  of  jury 
trUl,  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  o(kabe<ucorpi*9, 
the  palladiuo^  of  liberty  itself? 

But  he  had  been  guilty  of  estimating  the  re* 
sources  of  the  adversary  against  whom  we  were 
about  to  contend,  and  our  own  capacity  to  -maia- 
taii^  t)ie  war  for.  any  beneficial  result.  This  wb6 
the  first  instance  in  which  he.  had- heard  an  epeo 
contempt  of  all  calculation  as  to  the  means  of 
carrying  on  a  war,  or  the  strength  of  the  enemy, 
in  the  discussion  of  a  war/question.  H^  augured 
nothing  good  from  such  rashness,  such  ignorance 
of  the  first  principles  of,  politics,  of  the  element- 
ary knowledge  of  a  statesman.  Indeed,  he  had, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  with  this  exception, 
heard  nothio|  that  had  not  before  been  said,  and 
better  said.  Mr.  R.  could  not,  out  of  deference 
to  those  gentlemen  wh&feel  so  sensitive  an  antip- 
athy to  calculation,  forbear  progres^iog{with  his 
I'  dull,  dry  matters  of  fact,  although  they  were  so 
little  in  unison  with  the  flowing  speculations  of 
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the  day.  He  quoted  the  review  of  Pasley's  Essay 
on  the  British  Military  Policy.  (He  bad  not  been 
able  to  procure  the  work  itself.) 

"  The  population  opposed  to  us  in  oixj  contest  with 
the  Emperor  of  the  French,  Captain  Pasley  estimates 
as  five  to  one,  and,  numerically  speaking,  he  is  ^r- 
baps  sufficiently  sfccurate.  But  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing and  maintaining  armies  fesults  so  little  from 
mere  population,  that  previous  to  ihe  time  of  Francis 
I,  it  is  well  known  that  no  standing  army  was  or  could 
ibe  maintained  in  Europe,  and  from  that  time  armies 
have  only  increased  with  increasing  civilization.  The 
cause  of  this  is  not  obscure.  Millions  of  persons  may 
subsist  in  a  rude  state,  and  consume  the  produce  of 
the  soil,  without  acquiring  a  particle  of  that  kind  of 
power  which  contributes  io  the  maintenance  of  an 
army,  or  to  any  other  national  object.  In  the  feudal 
times,  imperfect  agriculture  aad  the  want  of  roads 
scarcely  permitted  the  cultivators  to  dispose  of  a  sur- 
plus sufficient  to  furnish  money  contribVitions  for  the 
support  of  the  reg^l  and  baronial  courts.  The  pro- 
gress of  civilization  taught  a  more  economical  and 
effectual  iipplication  of  human  labor;  and  an  increas- 
ing number  of  persons  could  be  fed,  besides  those  who 
cultivated  the  land«  '  To  ^procure  their  share,  these 
superfluous  lookers-on  became  msnuftMrturcrs,  whence 
arose»  in  the  natural  order  of  gradation,  '^'ade,  money. 
And  facility  of  taxation ;  and  it  is  in  reality  from  thcde- 
gree  in  which  sdentifio  of  skilfrd  labor  exists  in  a 
country,  that  the  permanent  maintenance  of  armies  is 
to  be  calculated.  In  a  ruder  state  of  things  nothing 
can  be  iurnished  beyond  the  raw  material-^untutored 


*'  The  red  inquiry  for  our  purpose  therefore  is,  the 
quantity  of  machinery,  of  scientific  labor,  and  of  Che 
means  of  employing  both,  existing  in  England,  as  com- 
pared with  the  same  resources  .in  the  dominions  of 
bonapaite.  A  dilference  in  our  favoj  all  will  allow, 
because  if  both  had  remained  stationary  since  the 
eommencment  of  the  war,  our  superiority  was  evident 
from  the  vent  of  our  manufactured  goods  on  the  Con- 
tinent, and  that  too  in  despite  of  the  higher  price  paid 
in  England  for  labor  to  each  individual  workman. 
And  what  has '  happened  since  the  commencement  of 
the  warl  Except  those  ornamental  manufactures 
which  are  maintained,  not  by  profit,  but  at  the  ex-^ 
pense  of  Government,  from  motiTes  of  vanity  or  policy, 
all  manu&cture  in  France  is  extinct,  or  nearly  «o. 
Over  the  rest  of  the  Continent  war  has  occasione<f  a 
desolation  unparalleled  since  the  eruption  of  the  Bar- 
"barians ;  and  war  contributions  have  annihilated  the 
visible  capita]  of  the  manu&oturer,  and  therewith,  of 
course,  all  his  exertions.  This  vi^e  may  conclude  with- 
out fear  of  eiTor  from  the  otherwise  unaccountable  and 
incredible  avidity  with  which  English  goods  are  pur- 
chased even  in  increased  quantities,  though  at  a  price 
proportioned  to  the  danger  of  hazarding  the  vengeance 
of  the  laws,  if  they  may  be  so  called,  which  have  been 
made  for  their  exclusion. 

<*  The  prosperous  application  of  largo  capital  we  have 
daily  opportunity  of  seeing.'  In  one  place,  a  large 
steam  engine  performs  the  manual  labor  of  five  hun- 
dred able  men ;  in  another  jplace,  a  cotton  mill  works 
with  all  the  delicacy  of  nve  hundred  skilful  arti- 
sans ;  and  a  thousand  men  may  thus  be  marched  to 
the  army  without  national  loss.  In  machinery  less 
striking  than  these  popular  instances,  no  less  progress 
has  been  made.  For  instance,  agricultural  instruments 
employed  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  persons,  mas* 


ten  and  workinea,  in  liondon,  twenty  yfears  ago— now 
upwards  of  two  thousand  a^  engaged  in  this  manu- 
facture ;  but  this  increase  in  their  number  is  accom- 
panied by  the  discharge  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thou* 
sands  from  manual  labor ;  and  so  proportionally  has 
machinery  lent  aid  to  all  the  other  trades  and  callings. 
Co-operating  with  machinery, '  in  advancing  our  na- 
tional power,  is  obviously  the  division  of  labor;  the 
effect  of  which,  having  been  so  ably  examined  and 
stated,  as  to  have  become  an  undisputed  principle,  has 
only* been  mentioned  in  this  place,  lest  we  should  seem 
to  forget  that  it  has  conspicuously  increaa6d  in  the  last 
W  years.  * 

'  **  The  following  statement  of  our  effective  forces, 
including  officers,  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  will  be 
at  once  satisfactory  to  our  readers-,  and  useful  to  oar 
argument.  Our  regular  cavaby  appears,  from  the  au- 
thentic returns,  to  Jiave  been,  on  the  25th  of  December 
last,  81,376.  Our  regujlar  infantry,  including  the  for- 
eign and  colonial  corps,  911,074.  The  artillery,  horse, 
and  foot,  22,346«  making  in  all,  of  regular  land  forces, 
2^,395  men.  The  vote  for  seamen  and  marines  was, 
in  1810,  increased  to  145,000;  and  it  was  stated  in 
Parliament  that  thir  increased  vote  was  necessary » be- 
cause that  number  were  actually  in  the  service.  The 
regular  militias  of  the  Empire  amounted  to  96,444,  and 
thus  we  have  a  total  actual,  military  and  naval  'force  of 
Upwards  of  five  hundred  thousand  men  ;  a  force  moro 
than  double  the  military  establishment  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  under  Augustus.  And  here  we  must  observe, 
that  the  measure  of  interchanging  the  British  and  Irish 
militias, 'the  most  important  and  beneficial  to  the  Em- 
pire, which  has  been  proposed  since'  the  union^  will 
have  tho  effisct,  in  addition  to  many  other  and  greater 
advantages,  of  increasing  our  actutdly  disposable  force 
by  nearly  16,000  or  20,000  men,  the  number  of  r^- 
lar  troops  which  it  has  hithsMO  been  thought  expedient 
^  retain  in  Ireland,  and  which  we  apprehend  may  be 
most  safely  and  most  usefully  replaced  by  the  British 
militia. 

The  local  militia  of  Great  Britain,  which  assembled 
for  exercise  at  the  last  inspection,  amounted  to  167,000. 
The  volunteers  in  Great  Britain,  are  62,000  infantry, 
and  18,00p  cavalry.  In,  Ireland,  67>000  infantry,  and 
8^,000  cavalry— a  total  irregular  force  of  812,000. 

'<  Thus,  in  the  whole^  w^  ofier  to  the  world  the  proud 
and  commanding  spectacle  of  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty thousand  men  in  arms ;  and  this  has  been  accom- 
plished, as  the  increased  comforts  of  all  classes  of  soci- 
ety abundaptly  prove,  without  any  uiinatural  exertion 
or  ruinous  expanditore  of  our  stroigth.  To  our  ene- 
my, everything  is  opposite  ;  and,  accordingply,  with  aH 
hiB  five-fold  superiority  pf  population,  he  does  not,  cer- 
tainly, only  because  he  cannot,  maintain  many  more 
troops  and  seamen  than  ourselves,  even  by  the  sever- 
est exactions  of  t3rranny." 

He  asked  for  our  surplus  of  capital,  of  labor,  of 
population,  out  of  which  (except  in  the  pastoral 
state)  a  military  power  could  ^row. 

It  had  been  asked,  why  was  the  cotintry  un- 
prepared ,for  defence  ?  Was  he  expected  to  an^ 
swer  this  question?  The  Administration,  and 
their  overwhelming  majorities,  must  answer  it. 
They  had  wantoned  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power.  Who  could  say  them,  nay  ?  Was  it  Mr 
Kandolph's  fault,  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  never,  in  the  course  of  his  extensive 
experience,  heard  of  a  proposition  to  arm  the 
whole  body  of  the  mihtia  ?  which  had  been 
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damned  wUh  a  faint  appropnation  or  two  hon- 
dred  thousand  dollars,  when  inillions  were  luy- 
ifthed  upon  miserable  oyster  boats.  The  Clerk  of 
the  Senate  could  not  forbear  a  soeer^  when  he 
read  the  title  of  the  bill,  at  the  recollection  of  the 
means  to  enforce  it.  Mr.  R.  had  proposed  him* 
self  an  a*nnual  million^  until  the  work  should  be 
accomplished.'  He  would  foi'ever  stand  up  for 
the  militia.  It  was  not  in  the  scofis  of  the  epau- 
lette gentry,  who,  for  any  aervice  they  hare  ^n, 
are  the  rawest  mUitia^  to  degrade  them  in  hii 
eyes.  Who  Were  they  ?  Ourselres-^ihe  coun- 
try. Arm  them^  and  you  are  safe,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  danger.  Yearly  did  the  standing 
army  sweep  ofif  the  money,  while  the  militia  rer 
ceired  empty  praise.  He  would  rather  se^*  the 
thing  reyersed.  But  there  will  forever  be  a  Court 
and  Country  party.  The  stahadiog  army  is  ^the 
dcTOted  creature  oif  the  Court.  '  It  mtfst  forevor 
be  80.~  Can  we  wondef  that  it  should  be  cher- 
ished by  its  master?  He  ^poke  of  a  mercenary 
soldrer,  in  terms  of  the  strongest  isibhorrenice.  He 
would  ever  uphold  the  militia ;  and  he  detested 
standing  armies,  as  the  profligate  instruments  of 
despotism,  as  the  blood-bounds  of  hell.  They- 
would  support  any  and  every  existing  Govern- 
ment. In  all  history,  be  remeU)bered  only  node 
instance  of  their  deserting  their  Qovernment  and 
taking  part  with  the  people;  and  that  was  wheh 
the  Duke  df  Orleans  had  bribed/  the  army  of  the 
last  of  the  Bourbon- Kings;  A  mercenary  soldier 
was  disgusting  to  our  senses;  was  odious  and  de- 
testable to  the  eve  of  reason,  republicanism,  and 
religion.  Yet,  that  "mere  machine  of  murder," 
rude  as  it  is^  was  the  manufacturer  of  all  the 
Cssars,  and  Cromwells,  and  Bonapartes,  of  the 
earth;  consecratj^  by  a  people's  curse,  not  loud 
but  deep,  to  the  infernal  gods.  As  from  the  filth 
of  the  kennel  and  common  sewer,  spread  the  pes^ 
tilence  that  carried  havoc  through  a  great  city, 
80  from  this  squalid,  outcast,  homeless  wretch,' 
sprung  the  scourge  of  military  despotism.  And 
yet  we  were  told  that  there  was 'no  danger  froiQ 
an  army  of  30,000  or  40,000  men.  With  5,000, 
Caesar  ha^d  passed  the  Rubicon.  With  22^000) 
ke  fought  the  battle  of  Pharsalia.  which  rendered 
him  the  master  of  the  world.\  To  come  to  later 
times — what  number  had  Bonaparte,  when,  de- 
serting^ his  companions  in  arms,  he  returned  a  sol- 
itary lugitire  from  Egypt,  to  overturn  that  Gov- 
ernment^ which,  if  it  had  possessed  one  particU  of 
ener|^y,  if  it  had  been  possible  for  the  civil  au- 
thority to  cope  with  military  power,  Would  hayfe 
cashiered  him  for  bavins^  ruined  oae  of  the  best 
appointed  fleets  and  armies  that  ever  sailed  fVom 
a  European  port?  Well  might  the  father  of  po- 
litical wisdom  (Lord  Chatham)  say  to  the  Parlia* 
ment  of  England,  "entrench  yourselves  in  pareh- 
ment  to  the  teeth,  the  sword  will  And  a  passage 
to  the  vitals  of  the  constitution."   As  good  a  Re- 

Kblican  as  ever  sat  on  that  floor,  (Andrew 
etcher,  of  Saltoun.)  bad  dissolved  his  political 
friendsnip  with  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  when 
he  found  him  supporting  an  army ;  and  the  event 
justified  his  sagacity.  Cromwell,  the  affected 
patcon  of  liberty,  always  encouraged  the  army. 


We  know  theconsequenee.  It  was  a  fundament* 
al  principle  of  free  Governcpent  that  a  Legisla- 
ture which  would  preserve  its  liberty  must  avoid 
that  canker,  a  standing  army.  Are  we  to  for|B;et, 
as  chimerical,  our  notions  of  this  institution, 
which  we  imbibed  from  our  very  cradles,  which 
a^e  imprinteti  on  our  Bills  of  Rights  and  Constitu- 
tions, which  we  avowed  under  the  reign  of  John 
Adams  ?  Are  they  to  he  scourged  out  of  us  by 
tlie  birch  of  the  unfledged  political  nedagogues  of 
the  day  ?  If  he  were  the  enemv  of  this  Govern- 
ment, could  he  reconcile  it  to^his  principles,  he 
would  follow  the  example  set  him  in  another 
quarter,  and  say  to  the  ma^rity,  go  to  your  in- 
evitable destruction  !  He  likened  the  people  un- 
der this  joint  operation  of  the  two  parues.  Minis- 
terial and  Federal,  tothe  poor  client  between  two 
lawyers,  or  the  cloth  -between  the  tailor's  shears. 

He  was  glad  to  hear  from  his  venerable  friend  ' 
that  this  was  nof  to  be  a  party  war.  When  the 
last  additional  force  bill  was  raised,  to  which  this 
was  about  tabe  superadded,  it  was  an  indispen- 
sable preTiminary  to  an  appointment,  to  siffn,  or 
to  promise  to  sign,  the  tbirty->nine  articles  of 
the  creed  of  the  reigning  political  church.  But 
now,  the  political  millenium  was  at  hand — al- 
ready had  John  Adams  anli  Citizen'  Genet  laid 
down,  like  the  lidn  and  the  Iamb,  in  the  same 
fold.  And  if  they  were  not  joined  by  their  fel- 
low-laborer m  Newgate,  it  was  his  ke^r's  fault, 
not  that  of  his  inclination.  Citizen  Genet,  now 
an  American  patriot  of  the  first  order,  who  ex- 
tols "  our  Washington  ;"  the  champion  of  the 
laws  of -nations;  the  vindicator  of  American 
rights  against  foreign  (and,  of  course,  French)  ^ 
aggression  \  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  it  was  not 
to  be  a  war  for  the  protection  of  manufactures. 
To  dotanestic  manufactures,  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  term,  he  had  always  been,  and  ever  should 
be,  a  friend ;'  he  bi^d  taken  a  pride^  in  cloth- 
ing himself  in  them  until  it  was  attempted  to 
be  made  ^  political  test.  He  abhorred  tests  of 
all  sorts,  poHtioal  and  religious,. and  never  would 
submit  to  them.  He  was  sick  of  this  cant 
of  patriotisni,  which  extended  to  a  man's  victu- 
als, drink,  and  clothes.  He  bad,  from  a  sort  of 
obstinacy  that  belonged  to  him,  laid^aside  the  ear- 
temal  yiSQ  of  these  manufactures;  but  he  was 
their  firm  friend,  and  of  the  manufacturers  also. 
They  were  no  new  things  to  him;  no  Merino  hobby 
of  the  day ;  he  had  known  them  from  his  infancy. 
He  had  been  almost  tempted  to  believe,  from  the 
similarity  of^hanicter  and  a  vocations,  that  Hec- 
tor had  a  Virginian  wife ;  that  Lucretia  herself— 
for  she  had  displayed  the  spirit  of  a  Virginian 
matron — iii^as  a  Virginian  lady.  Where  were 
they  found  ?  Spinning  among  their  handmaids  i 
What  was  the  occupation  of  a  Virginian  wife — 
her  highest  ambition  ?  To  attend  to  her  domestic 
and  liousehoid  cares ;  to  dispense  medicine  and 
food  to  the  sick ;  to  minister  to  the  comfort  of 
her  family,  her  servants,  and  tfler  poor  neighbors, 
where  she  had  any.  At  the  sight  of  such  a  wo- 
man, his  heart  bowed  down,  and  did  her  rever- 
ence. Compare  with  such  a  being  your  gad-a* 
bout  card-players.    Mr.  Randolph  said  that^  if 
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th^  Empress  dueen  had  presented  herself  deckedi  honorable  sentiment— 4)ut,  a  war  of  rapine,  of 


in  the  spoils  of  a  ravaged  world;  at  the  late'exhi-' 
bition,  in  contrast  with  Onr  American  matrons, 
bearing  the  triump))^. of  their  own  ingenuity  and 
in  dust  ry,  we  should  nave  looked  upon  her/ and 
all  her  splendor,  with  scorn  and  contempt  ia  our 
hearts,  although,  from  politeness  to  the  sex,  as 
gentlemen,  we  should  have  suppressed  the  sen- 
timent. 

Mr.  Randolph  adverted  to  our  situation  with 
the  Indians — to  the  symptomsof  discontent  which 
had  Rtanifested  themselves  in  the  South,  as  well 
as  in  the  Northwest.  What  might  grow  out  of 
the  late  occurrence  at  Savannah  ?  Were  gen- 
tlemen prepared  (o  say  ?  Was  this  a  time  for 
war?  ''But  we  Must  put  on  the  armor  of  de- 
fence." Was  that  arnior  a  standing  amy  7  Is 
that  the  natural  defence  of  *  this  colintry  f  Wo 
betide  us.  if  such  be  the  fact.  Bred  up  in  the 
school  of  the  Resolution,  he  could  not  be  unmind- 
ful of  the  consequences  of  that  war.  In  resist-* 
ance  tp  British  tyranny,  we  had  been  driven  to 
the  use  of  means  that  nothing  but  dire  necessity 
eould  excuse — means  so  disgraceful  and  injqrious, 
that  the  Constitution  of  1787  had  wisely  prohib- 
ited a  future  resort  to  them.  By  our  pap4r  money 
and  tender  acts;  by  arbitrary  impressments  and 
privations  of  property,  without  semblanc^'  of 
equivalent;  by  acts  o^  violence  and  eonfusion. 
inseparable,  perhaps,  from  our  situation,  the  tone 
of  public  morals  had  received  a  rude  shock.  His 
Worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Nelson)  H[)eeded  not  to 
be  reminded  (S*  the  operation  of  the  legal  tender 
of  worthless  paper  in  discharge  of  honaftde  debts. 
,His  noble  father  (General  Ifelson)  hadT sacrificed 
apriticely  fortune  at  the  ahrine  of  patriotism.'  His 
was  the  old  fashidned  patriotism  -that  $jf)ent^  not 
madBj  money,  in  his  country's  service— not  the 
patriotism  of  this,  our  day— the  patriotishi  of  •of- 
fice-seeking, of  contracting,  and  commissarying-*^ 
the  patriotism  thtit  quarters  a  man'^  whole  fam- 
ily upon  the  public.  By  these  acta  of  public  rob- 
bery, (for  they  were  no  Jess,)  the  public  morals 
had  been  tainted.  To  it  had  succeeded  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  funding  system — a  necessary  ^con- 
sequence of  providing  for  a  debt,  which  the  pub- 
lic beggary  had  caused  to  sell  in  open^  market,  at 
a  discount  of  eighty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent* ! 
But,  in  this  operation,  ther  harpies  of  speculation 
might  plead  that  they  bad  not  actually  cheated 
the  poor  soldier;  that  they  pmctised  no  fraud 
upon  him;  that  he  «old,  and  they  bought,  with 
tlieir  eyes  open;  that  they  Qn\^  took  advantage 
of  hisnecessjities— as  yet,  they  kept  within  the 
letter  of  the  lif^  A  step  further  was  made-  iti 
the  path  of  iniquity.  Actual  swindling  now 
commenced.  The  naked  granite  of  our  moun- 
tains was  passed  ofi*,  with  decorations  of  imaj^^i- 
nary  corner  trees  of  buck-eye  and  walnut,  for  fer- 
tile plains.  A  scene  of  depredation  the  most 
bare-faced  and  infanaous  ensued.  Our  name  had 
become  a  by- word  Imong  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
Nothing  was  wanting  to  give  the  finishing  blow 
to  our  character,  to  top  the  apex,  but  predatory 
war.  Not  a  war  for  our  homes  and  fire-sides— a 
war  that  might  generate,  or  call  forth  manly  and 


privateering,  a  souffle  and  scramble  for  plunder; 
whefi,  like  the  duckers  on  the  Potomac,  we  should 
calculate  at  every  discharge,  **  so  much  powder 
and  shot  for  so  much  game." 

There  was  one  observation  of  his  eloquent  col- 
league that  to\xld  noti)e  too  often  or  too  strongly 
enforced.  That  this  war  must  eventuate  in  a 
French  alliance.  We  must  carry  our  prizes  (if 
we  t6ok  any)  into  French  ports  for  con dea;i nation 
and  sale.  Our  vessels  must  «eek  a  refuge  there 
from  pursuit,  or  to  refit.  We  must  come  into 
contact  upon  so  many  pointe,  i^s  common  ene- 
mies to  England,  that  our  temporary  disgust  aia 
■French  hlliance  would  wear  off. 

'  If  In  1778,  when  the  man  who  covered  the  re- 
treat of 'the  miserable  Remnant  of.Braddock's 
aroD^y,  from  theseal|[)rng  knives  and  tomahawks  of 
the  French  and  the  Indians,  was  at  the  he^id  of 
our  armiei  and  councils — if  at  that  day,  'with 
the  glories  of  the  war  of  1755,  and  the  atrocious 
massacres  of  France  and,  her  savage 'allies  in 
fresh  remembrance,  we  could,  so  soon  overcome 
our  instinctive  antipathy,  to  alt  that  was  /French, 
what  might  we  Aot  now  expect  after  a  few  hard 
rubs?  When  France,  too,  had  "been  permitted  to 
boast  that  to  her  we  were  indebted  fur  our  inde- 
pendence !  Sore  from  her  recent  defeats,  she  had 
jain  backi  she  kept  at  a  cautious  distance,  until  the 
capture  of  Burgoyne  had  asserted  our  capacity  to 
maintain  oar  resistance..  Then-she  stepped  forth 
to  cripple  a  hated  rival,  and  had  the  effrontery 
to  pretendf  that  we  were  indebted  to  her  for  our 
independence.  We  owed  it  no  more  to  her  than 
tp.Tbm  Paine,  the  stay-maker.  But  if  you  be- 
come a  party  to  this  war,  there  will  inevitably 
be  another  a'Uiande.  You  will  sink  into  tha  arms 
of  Bpnapajte  as  his  ally,  ^nd  awake  from  your 
slumber  his-  abject  constuprated  slave.  He  had 
endeavored  to  paint,  with  feeble  hand  and  timid 
pencil,  the  aggre^ions  of  France— but  fbrdidable 
as  was  her  enmity,  human  powers  were  inade- 
quate to  portray  the  horrors  of  her  friendship. 

He  could  not  conclude  without  noticipg  the 
parallel  attempted  to  be  drawn  by  the  gentle- 
man from.  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Calhoun— not 
quite  indeed  after  the  manner  of  of  Plutarch— 
between  himself  and  an  illustnious  statesman, 
(Lord  Chatham.)  The  genUeman  had  b«ea 
pleased  to  say^  that  at  the  mention  of  his  name, 
Mr*.  .Randolph's  heart  had  seemed  to  smite 
hrm.  It  had  indeed  smitten  hipa':  iVoin  a  sensa- 
tion which  he  trusted  that  gentleman  might 
never  fbel ;  against  which  he  seemed  well  secured* 
It  was  a  consciousness  of  his' own  un worthiness 
to  sustain  the  high  duties  imposed  upon. him  by 
his  country,  which  the  recollection  or  that  great 
man's  name  had,  at>the  moment,  called  up.  He 
felt  humbled  in  the  contemplation  of  his  worth. 
Would  to  God  Lhe  possessed  some  portion  of  his 
powers  'f  that  he  could  borrow  his  eagle-eye,  bia 
withering  look,  the  unrivalled  majesty  of  his 
manner,  the  magic  of  his  voice,  at  once  the  mu- 
sic and  the  thunder  of  the  spheres,  to  rouse  the 
House  to  a  sense  of  their  country's  danger.  In 
one  respeet,  however,  he  might  boast  Chat  he  j 
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Mssed  aoni^  qualities  ia  commoD  with  tha^t  im- 
mortal 8tatesroan.  He  mig-ht  assert  as  lo/ty  ti 
apirit,  as  anyieldiDg  ao  adherence  to  the  deliber- 
ate oonvictioQs  of  his  own  understandiDg,  as 
Lord  Chatham  himself;  who,  beeanse  he  set  })i3 
face  against  corruption,  and  bad  thetirt  of  mak- 
ing every  coward  sconndre)  in  the  nation  bis  foe- 
concentrating  opon  himself  the  "rays  of  royal 
indi'giration,  which  niight  illamine,  but  could  not 
consume  him  >!'  who,  because  with  intuitive 
glance  he  penetrated,  resolved,  and  combined 
every  interest  of  his  country,  and  each  design  of 
her  enemies^  and  reached. bis  object  "by  the 
flashes  of  his  mind,  which,  iik^  those  of  bis  eye, 
xnigbt  be  felt,  but  could  not  be  followed,"  was  by 
the  plodding,  purblind,  groping  politicians  of  the. 
day,attempted  to  be  held  up  as  ^  empty  dtclaime^, 
a  theatrical*  gesticulator.  Oentlejoien  must  not 
exaect  jiim  to  quit  the  anchorage  of  his  own 
JQdgment  in  order  to  parsne  the  ignis  fcUui  that 
wander  about  QoQse  Creeks  Mr.  Speaker,  my 
heart  is  full— the  jtecoUectioa  of  that  matclile^s 
crator  and  statesman  has  filled  me  with  unspeak- 
able feelingsw  To  excite  them  there  was  no  need 
of  the  cruel  and  insulting  cofaparison  Which  the 

gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
ad  attempted  to  draw  betweea  .that  gigantic 
atatesman  and  the  pigmy  who  Jiow  addresses  you. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agree- 
ment to  the  second  resolution,  which  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

•*  That  go  additional  force  of- thousand  regular 

troops  ought  to  be  immedii^tety  raised,  to  serve  for  three 
years;  and  that  a.boanhr  in  lands  ought  to  be  given 
to  encourage  enlistment  * 

And  decided  as  follows :  •    . 

TsAS-^ Willis-  Alston^  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson-Archer, Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel'  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Hard,  ^osiah  Bartiett,  Burwell  Bassett, 
WilllAm  W.  Bibb,  William' Blackledge,. Barman ds 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enrid^,  Robert  Brown,  Willian^  A.  Burwell>  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cbeves,  James  Coeh- 
ran,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Ostadit, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Disivis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph- 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James  £mott« 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn^Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Ohed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
Mr,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacpb  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wil- 
Ham  Rf  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Petiar 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  G.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormaby,  William 
Paulding,  jr.,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Ptpert  Benjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quiocy^  WiUiam  Reed» 
Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  John  8e- 
^lieri  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmiUe,  George 
12lli  Con.  1st  Ssss.— IS 


Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  WUiiam  Strong,  George 
Sullivan,  Peleg^  Tallman^  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre.  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R.  WilUams,  William  Widgery,  Thoa. 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— UJi-|fj^^\ 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro-  < 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
jr.,  William  Ely,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard#fackson,  jun., 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Joseph  PearsMi,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  EUsha  R.  Potter, '^. 
John  Rancbl^,  DanielZ-Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford, 
Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Samuel  Tagg^rt,  Benjamin  Tall- 
ifiadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  .Whiter— SS. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  third  reso- 
lution, in  the  following  words : 

<*  Thi^t  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  the  President,  un- 
der proper  regulations,  to  accept  the  service  of  any 
number,  of  v<ilimteers,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand ; 
to  be  organized,  trained,  and  held  in  readiness  to  act 
on  such  service  as  the.exigeacies  of  the  Government 
may  require.*'  .     ■        .    . 

And  decided  as  follows : 

YxAS — ^Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartiett,  Burwell  Bassett, 
WHIiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Hermanns 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Qlount,  Adam'  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Robfert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cbeves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Joha  Clopton,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  Wfllian^  Crawford,  Roger 
Pavis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  tj. 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  HaWes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hy- 
neman, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R. 
Kingy  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Xicfever,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  MaxweU,  Thomas 
Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander -McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James 
Milnor,  Samuel  L.MitchiH,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  iioseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newbold j  Thomas  Newton)  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
Paulding,Jr.,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam 
Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  Josiah  Qi^ncy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  WilUam  Rodfnan,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Saihmons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  ^amuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong, 
George  Sullivan,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  PelegTallman, 
Uri  TVacy,  Geoi^  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Leonard  White,  Robert 
WhitehUI,  David  R.  WiUiams,  William  Widgery,  Thos. 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn  and  Robert  Wright— 118. 

Nat's — Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Biigham,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolh  ,  John 
Smith,  mchard  Stanford,'  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  and  Laban  Wheaton — 16. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  fourth  res- 
olution, in  the  following  words: 

^  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  order  out  from 
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time  to  time  such  detadiments  of  the  imiiti»,  as  in  his 
opinion  the  public  serrice  may  requirel" 

And  d€cided  as  foUdw^ : 
^g^^f^M^WmM.  Alston,  ir^  William  Anderson,  8teT- 
I  enson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  'John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Joeiah  Bartlett,  BurwelL  Bassett, 
William  WjiBibb.  WiHiam  Blackledge,  Harmanus 
Bieecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Borwell,  William 
Butler,  John.C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  ClopUm,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Qondit,  William  Crawford,  lloge^ 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Sainuel  Dinsmoor, 
Ellas  Barle,  James  Emott,  -WiUiam  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Asa  Tltch,  Meshack  Franklin;  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  B.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborougfa,  Petebon 
€roodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Orundy, 
BolKng  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufiy,  John  M.  HVneman,  Richard  M: 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WiUiam  K.  King,  Abner  La* 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Lit- 
tle, Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  .Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Mc- 
Coy, SaAiuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah 
Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  !Moseley, 
Hugh.  Nelson^  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jr.,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Israal  Pickens,  Wilham  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin  Jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eliiha  R.  .Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry 
M.Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  WiUiam  ^Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  ShaW,  Daniel  Sheffey,^  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Riduurd  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  George  Sullivan,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  George  Af .  Troup, 
Chazles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlan<k,  jr.,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  WhitehilC  David 
R.  WUliams,  WiUiam  Widgeiy,  Thomas  WUson, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— 120. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelew,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  and  Sainuel 
Taggart— 8. 

The  question  was  then  takeo  on  the  fifth  reso- 
lution, in  ti^e  words  following : 

-  That  aU  the  vessels  not  now  in  service  belonging 
to  the  Navy,  and  worthy  of  repair,  be  immediately  fitted 
up  and  put  in  commission." 

And  carried,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Cxekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  BarUett,  BurweU  Bassett, 
Abqah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  WUUam  A.  BurweU,  WiUiam  Butler,  John 
Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  WilUam  Crawford, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott, 
WUUam  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Tho- 
mas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
BoUing  HaU,  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 


Hawes,  John  M.  Hynenafi,  Ridiard  Jackaon,  jtiniov, 
Richard  M.  Johnsop^  Joseph  Ketat,  WiiUaJn  R,  Kiay , 
Abner  I.»acock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  LcJ^ver,  Petar 
Little,  Robert  Lie  Roy  Livingston,  WiUiam  Lowndas^ 
Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Motura, 
Archibald  McBryde,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Alexander  Mo- 
Kim,  Arunah  Metoalf,  James  MUnor,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas NewtoUfStejphen  Ormsby,. WUUam  Paulding,  jr., 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  reter  B.  Porter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  ^ohn  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Semrer, 
Adam  S^bert,  Samuel'  Shaw;  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  WiUiam  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  George 
Sullivan,  Samuel  Tftgff«rt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  IVlag 
TaUman,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup;  Charles  Tv- 
ner»  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlaodt,  jr.,  Laban  Wbo«tott» 
Leonard  White,  WilUam  Widgery,  Thomas  Wiisoa« 
Richard  Winn,  and'RabeK  Wright-^Ul. 

Nays— WUUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  BuOmt 
Brown,  Edwin  Qray,  Jacob  Hulty,  Joseph  Lswist  jr», 
Nathaniet  Maoon,  JIUsha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
WiHiam  Rodmai),  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  SmiUe,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Robert  Whitehall,  and  David  R.  WU- 
liams-^15. 

The  question  was  pat  from  the  Chair  oa  the 
sixth  resQ;^tion,  in  these  wor4s.: 

**  6.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant 
vessels,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citizens,  and 
commanded  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens,  to  arm 
under,  proper  regulations,  to  b^  prescribed  by  law,  in 
self-defence,  against  aU  unlawful  proceedings  towards 
them  on  the' high  seas.'' 

When  the  resolution  was,  on  motion,  ordered 
io  lie  on  the  table. 

The  three  first  resolutions',  for  filling  up  the 
present  establish rdent,  for  raising  an  addiiional 
number  of  regulars^  and  aQthoriziog  th^  accem- 
ance  of  volunteers'  servicesj  were  rdferred  to  the 
committee  who  reported  them,  with  instructions 
to. bring  in  bills'  in  pursuance  thereof. 

TutdDAT,  Deeember  17. 

Mr.  MoRfiOw,  from*the  ComKnittee  on  PabKe 
Lands,  presented  a  bill  directing  th^  terms  on 
which  lands  sohl  at  private  sale,  and  that  revert 
for  a  failure  in  payment^  shall  again  be  sold; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  following  is  the  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e^  That  no  tract  or  tracts  of  the 
reserved  sections  or  other  pubUc  lands  of  the  United 
States,  that  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  sold  at  pub- 
lic sale,  and  which  may  have,  or ' shall,  on  account  of 
Eulure  to  complete  the  payment  of  the  purdiase  mo- 
ney, revert  to  the  United  States,  shall  hereafter  be 
sold  at  private  sale,  at  a  price  less  than  that  fi>r  which 
the  same  tract  was  sold  at  public  sale. 

Mr.  Willi ABts,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  filling  the  ranks  and,  prolonging  the 
enlistment  of  <he  regular  troops,  and  to  an  auxili- 
ary force,  to  the  acceptance  of  volonieer  CM-pa,  to 
detachments  of  militia,  and  to  taoh  a  prcparmtton 
of  the  graat  body  of  militia,  as  will  proportwa 
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its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsk;  capacity,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  lay  on  the  table  all  the  docu- 
ments obtained  bjr  that  committee  from  the  War' 
Department  on  the  subject  submitted  to  their 
consideration.— Referred,  to.  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Nbwton  reported  a  bill  to  deprive  in  cer- 
tain cases  ships  or  vessels  of  their  American  char- 
acter, and  to  prevent,  under  certain  disabilities, 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States  from  taking  a 
Hcense  from  any  foreign  Povver  to  navigate  the 
ocean,  or  trade  with  any  otfier  foreign  Power.-— 
Twice  read -and  committed. 

Mr.  Newton  also  reported  ^  bill  to  prevent  the 
ezportation  from  the  United  States,  or  Territo- 
ries thereof,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
under  the  authority  of  pepiiitsor  licenses  derived 
from  any  foreign  Power;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed.    ' 

Mr.  Monnow  reported  a  bill  for  the  revision  of 
former  confirmations,  and  for  confirm inp;  certain 
daims  to  land  in  (he  district  of  Kaskaskia,  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed.  This  bill  was 
•ceompanied  by  a- detailed  report,  which  W|ks 
.  committed  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  completing  the 
existing  Military  Establishment  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

The  Hons^  then  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blackledge,  to  consider-  the  resolution  summit- 
ted  by  him  on  the  13th,  which  was  modified  so 
as  to  read  as  follows : 

«  Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  request/ed  to  cause  to  be  pi^pared  and  laid  before 
the  House  a  system  of  rules  and  regulations  proper  to 
be  adopted  for  training  and  disciplining  the  regular 
trooos  and  militia  of  the  United  Statesi" 

The  resolution,  was.  agreed  to,  and  Messrs. 
Blackledge  and  LivmosTON  appoioted  a  com- 
mittee to  present  the  same  to  the  President. 

Mr.  Poindextbr,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  13th  ultimo,  on  the  |>etition  of  the  Legis-* 
lature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  made  a  detailed' 
leport,  which  was  read ',  when  a  motion  wai  made 
bjr  Mr.  Williams,  that  the  report  be  recominit- 
teil  to  the  committee  that  reported  it;  which  was 
•greed  to. 

Mr.  Poiiii>EXTBtt,  from  the  same  coi^mittee, 
presented  a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mts- 
atasippi  Territorv  to  form  a  constitntion  and  State 
l^oreroment,  ana  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal Stales;  which  was  read  t^ice,,and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  r€f|>ort 
of  the  committeejof  conference.on  the  apportion- 
ment bill;  when,  on« motion  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to  to-morroWv 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Poindextbr,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  said  report  was  committed,  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment;  which  was  read, and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next.  The  report  is  as  follows : 


The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  petition  of 
sundry  citiaens  thereof,  praying  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  of  the  United  States  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States ;  and  also  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  West  Florida,  setting  forth  th^r  desire  to  be 
annexed  to  said  Territory,  for  jreasons  therein  con- 
tained, have  had  these  subjects  under  consideration, 
and  bc^  leave  to  subnut  the  following  report : 

That  there  has  existed  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  a 
temporary  government,  founded  on  the  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  since  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
teven  hnnored  and  ninety-eight  That,  although  this 
ordinance,  has  undergone  some  modifications,  extend- 
ing, in  a  liojiited  degree,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
citiaens,  it  atill  contains  provisiona  incompatible  with 
political  liberty,  and  unfavorable  to  a  due  and  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  in  the  redress  of  private 
wrongs  and  injuries..  The  Chief  Executive  Magistrate 
js  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  laws;  is  com- 
.mander-in-chief  of  the  militia ;  has  the  sole  power  of 
appointmeni  to  o^ces,  civil  and  military,  within  the 
Tenritoiy,  and  the  removal  of  these  officers  at  pleasure ; 
is  vested  wl(h  an  unqualified  veto  on  all  bills  passed  by 
the  other  coM>rdtnate'brancheg  of  the  Legislature ;  and 
is,  moreover",  clothed  with  the  odious  and  arbitrary  au- 
thority to  prorogue  and  dissolve  the  General  Assembly 
whenever,  in  his  opinion,  it  shall  be  expedient.  These 
higl^'and  regal  prerogatives,  constituting  some  of  the 
most  obvious  characteristics  which  distinguish  an  abso- 
lute monarchy  from  the  constitution  of  a  free  State,  are 
confided  to  the  discretionary  exercise  of  a  Governor, 
who  is  neither  chosen  by,  nor  responsible  to,  the  peo- 
ple. He  is  oflen  a  total  stranger  to  the  local  interests 
and  circumstances  of  the  country  over  which  he  pos- 
sesses nmh  unlimited  control,  and  is  accountable  only 
for  malconduct  or  ^corruption  in  office  to  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates.-  ,The  only  security  which  exists 
against  the  frequent  and  wanton  abuse  of  these  powers 
is  to  be  found  in  the  mild  and  coifciliatory  disposition 
uniformly  manifested  by  the  General  Grovemment  to- 
wards its  Territories.  But  experience  has  shown  that, 
in  all  colonial  governments,  officers  situated  at  a  re- 
mote distance ^om  the  tribunal  to  which  they  are  re- 
sponsible, too  fi^qnentlY  '*fee]  power  and  forget  right ;" 
and,  by  eluding  the  Vigilance  of  rigid  investigation,  are 
enablied  to  practise  acts  of  oppression  with  impunity. 

Your  committee  forbear  to  enter  minutely  into  an 
examination  of  the  various  objections  which  might  be 
urged  against  the  present  system  of  Territorial  govern- 
ments. 

,  The  above^3ummary  x>f  Executive  powers,  so  oppo- 
site in  their  nature  to  those  principles  which  form  the 
basis  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  which  are  trans- 
fused through  (he  constitution  of  the  several  States^  is 
sufficient  to  sho^  that  the  people  are  deprived  of  all 
participation  in  the  choice  of  those  who  administer  the 
laws,  and  that  public  functionaries  are  rendered  inde- 
pendent of  the  community  whose  interests  are  confided 
to  their  management  and  discretion.  These  restric- 
tions en  the  rights  of  the  people  can  be  justified  only 
by  the  most  evident  necessity,  resulting  from  peculiar 
and  unavoidable  circumstances.  Your  committee,  there- 
fore, consider  it  an  act  both  of  strict  justice  and  sound 
policy  to  advance  the  respective  Territories  of  the 
United  States  to  the  grade  of  a  separate  common- 
wealth, whenever  they  shall  contain  the  number  of  in- 
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habitants  necessary  to  entitle  them,  under  the  ratio 
established  by  law,  to  a  Representative  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  On  the  subject  of  population, 
there  exists  no  difficulty,  whether,  the  Territory  be 
taken  in  connexion  with  West  Florida  or  with  its 
present  limits.  From  the  official  returns  of  the  census, 
taken  during  the  summer  of  the  past  year,  it  appears 
that  there  were,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  the  num- 
ber of  forty  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifly-two  souls. 
This  enumeration,  it  is  alleged,  fell  considerably  short 
of  the  actual  population  of  the  Territory  at  that  time ; 
and,  without  casting  the  most  remote  censure  on  the 
officers  who  were  employed  in  ithot  service,  siych  a 
suggestion  is  strongly  sopport<M]  by  the  Tast  extent  of 
country  over  which  the  settlements  are  dispersed.  It 
also  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  progressive 
emigration  from  the  old  States  to  this  section  of  the 
Union,  added  to  the  length  of  time  which  it  will  re- 
quire to  form  a  constitution,  and  put  the  same  in  oper- 
ation, afford  satisfactory  pledges  that,  anterior  \o  the 
final  admission  of  the  Territory 'to  the  rights  of  Btate 
.sovereignty,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  will  amount 
to  at  least  sixty  thousand,  whereby  they  will  possess 
the  unqualified  right,  in  conformity  with  ^rtiqles  of  ces^ 
sion  and  agreement  between  the  United  States  and 
Georgia,  to  be,  admitted  into  the  Unioh  on  an  equal 
looting  with  the  original  States. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  presented  without  refer- 
ence to  the  augmentation  >  of  population,  whidi  would 
result  from  the  annexation  of  West  Florida ;  in  that 
event  the  number  of  souls  in  the  Territory,  exclusive 
of  the  county  of  Madison,  which  lies  near  the  Great 
Bend  of  Tennessee  river,  may  be  estimated  at  about 
eighty  thousand ;  and,  from  the  geographical  situation 
of  the  Territories  belonging  to  the  United  SM^t^  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  north  of  the  Iberville 
and  the  lakes,  your  committee  feel  satisfied  ^t  an  al- 
teration of  limits,  so  as  to  include  the  whole  population 
between  the  Yazoo  and  the  Iberville,  where  they  unite 
with  the  river  Mississippi,  and  from  these  points,  re- 
spectively, east,  to.  the  boundary  line  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  future  conve- 
nience and  prosperity  of  the  people  who  reside  in  that 
country. 

At  a  very  early  period  after  the  treaty  of  1763,  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain,  l^y  which  the  latter 
became  possessed  of  the  Floridas,  the  iurisdicti6n  of 
the  province  of  West  Florida  was  extended  north,  by  a 
line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yaxoo,  due  east,  to 
the  river  Chatahouchy.  The  Government  of  Spain, 
also,  when  that  Power  succeeded  to  the  possession  of 
the  country,  by  conquest,  in  the  year  1781,  continued 
to  exercise  authority  over  it  in  the  same  extent  which 
the  British  Government  had  previously  done,  until,  by 
the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  on  the  STth  day  of  October,  1796,  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  United  States  was  declared  to  extend 
to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude.  The  Gov- 
enunent  of  the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  of  18<^, 
with  France,  having  acquired  Louisiana  in  the  extent 
that  France  then  held  it,  and  that  it  had  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  prior  to  the  Treaty  of  St  Ildefonso,  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  daim  of 
the  United  States  to  the  country  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
as  fiir  as  the  river  Perdido,  which  lies  between  Mobile 
and  Pensacola. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  conceive  that,  insomuch 
as  the  entire  tract  of  country  formerly  possessed  by 
Great  Britab,  under  the  name  of  West  Florida,  and 


subsequently  transferred  to  Spain,  as  formuig^a  part  of 
Louisiana^  has  fallen  under  the  doitainion  of  the  United 
States,  it  ought,  in  strict  propriety,  to  be  restored  to  its 
ancient  limits,  as.  the  measure  corresponds  with  the 
wishes,  and  is  calculated  to  promote  the  permanent 
welfare  of  the  people  whose  interests  are  immediately 
concerned.    It  is  assuredly  the  incumbent  duty  of  the 
General  Government  to  make  such  a  partition  of  its 
Territories  on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  as  will 
combine  with  local  advantages  a  dqe  regard  to  national 
policy.    These  essential  ol»jecta  caqnot,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  be*  secured  wit^nt  a  suitable  di- 
vision of  the  seacoast,  acquired  hy  the  purchase  of  L<ni- 
isiana.'  Itmu^t  be  obvious,  that,  to  confer  on  the  State 
to  be  formed  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  seabdard  from  the  nver  Perdido  to  the  Sabine 
bay,  would  give  to  it  an  influence  over  the  commerce 
of  the  Western  country  which  might  be  productive  of 
the  most  mischievous  consequences ;  for,  although  the 
legislative  authority  of  the  State  could  impose  no  tax 
or  duty  on  articles  exported  from  any  other  State,  yet 
there  are  many  important  regulations  which  would  ma- 
terially affect  the  navigation  of  the  niimerous  rivera 
flowing  through  this  country  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
fidling^within  the  legitimate  range  of  State  powers; 
among  these  may  be  enumerated  thd  incorporation  of 
navigation  companies,  and  appropriations  of  the  pnbhc 
revenue  for  the  purpose  of  opening  canals.    Thus,  by 
affoiding  every  &oility.  to  tke  trade  passing  down  the 
river  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans,  and. by  interposing 
vexatious  obstructions  to  tfie  comlnerce  of  those  riveta 
"emptying  into  the  Bay  of  Mobile  and  the  lakes,  thai 
city  will  become  the  emporium  of  all  the  bulky  artidea 
of  agriculture,  which  constitute,  in  time  of  peace,  the 
great  export  trade  of  the  Western  States  and  Territo- 
ries.    The  direct  tendency  of  such  a  nionopoly,  would 
be  to  raise  the  Commercial  importance, of  New  Orleans, 
at  the  sacrifice  of  the  bestinteresto  of  those  whoinhabit 
the  vfst,  fertile^  and  extensive  region  watered  by  the 
l*ennossee,  the  Tombigbee,  and  Alabama  rivers,  and 
their  tributary  streams,  besides  many  other  important 
rivers,  affording  outleto  through  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory into  the  Lakes  Manrepas  and  Pontehartrain.  .  To 
guard  against  these  contingencies,  and  to  unite  a  peo- 
ple whose  language,  manners,  principles,  and  usagee 
are  assimilated,  your  committee  recommend  that  all 
that  tract  of  country,  of  whii^h  possession  has  been 
taki^n  by  virtue  of -die  President^  proclamation,  bearing 
date  the  27th  day  of  October,  1810,  be  added  to  the 
State  to.be  formed  of  the  Missisaippi  Territory,  when- 
ever the  stpno  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  such. 
Your  committee  cannot  forbear  to  express  their 
deeided  opinion,  that,  where  no  Constitutional  difi- 
culty  occurs,  the  formation  of  new  States  on  the 
souUiern  extrenlity  of  the  United  States  ought  not  (o 
be  delayed.    To  bind  together  every  portion  of  the 
American  people  by  the  indissoluble  cord  of  tfhedot^ 
and  to  perpetuate  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  are  con- 
siderations paramount  to  aU  others  which  can  be  jpre- 
sented  to  the  view  of  the  National  Legislature. 

Let  us,  therefore,  extend  to  e^ery  section  of  our  be- 
loved country  a'  just  equality  of  righto  and  privileges, 
that  each  may  enjoy  civil,  jpolitical^  and  religious  liber- 
ty, subject  to  the  control  of  independent  local  authori- 
ties, while  the  fostering  hand  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment shall  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  these 
blessings  from  domestic  feuds  and  external  violence. 

Under  tiiese  impressions,  your  committee  submit  the 
following  resolution : 
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Ruohedt  That  it  \»  ezuedient  to  admit  all  that  tract 
of  country,  bounded  nortn  by  a  line  drawn  due  east 
firom  the  river  Yazoo,  where  it  unites  with  the  Missis- 
rippt,  to  the  river  ChatalxQuchy,  and  down  said  river  to 
the  thirty- first  degree  of  latitude;  thence,  along  said 
degree  of  latitude,  to  a  point  opposite  the  river  Perdido  ; 
thence  to  the  confluence  of  said  last  mentioned  river, 
^th  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  and  thence,  in  a  direct  line 
through  the  middle  of  the  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pont- 
-ehartrain,  to  the  junction  of  the  Iberville  with  the  river 
Mississippi,  and  up  said  river  to  the  above  Qjentioned 
ariver  Yazoo,  into  Uie  Union  of  the  United  States,  on 
«Q  equal  iboting  with  the  original  States. 

MARITIME  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
<hat  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  the  aaval  force  of  the  United  States  and  to 
the  defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,  made  the 
following  report  iQ  part: 

*'  The  committee  to  whom  waa  referred  so  much 
'Of  the  President's  -Mesiage  of  the  6th  of  November, 
1811,  as  relates  to  the  defence  of  the  maritime  frontier, 
roport  in  part,  that  two  cOknmunications  from  the  Sec- 
yetary  of  War,  which  accompany  this  report,  which 
wet«  made  in  reply  to  the  queries  propounded  by  the 
eommittee,  contain  the  best  inforniation  on  the  si^bject 
which  they  have  been  able  to  eoHect.  That  one  of 
^m  contains  an  enumeration  of  the  permanent  fbrti- 
fiemtions  which  have  been  completed  or  commencedf 
with  remarks  on  the  troops  necessary  to^garrison  them. 
That,  for  the  >  completion  of  works,  already  eom- 
menoed,  no  ftirdier  appropriation  is  requisite.  But 
th&t  some  additional'  works  ara  deemed  necessary,  the 
yredse  extent  of  which  cannot  at  present  be.deter* 
mined ;  for  which,  and  fbrcJonting^nt  oMeets  of  defence 
•on  ourtmaritime  frontier,  in  the  event  of  hostilities,  the 
eommittee  recommend  an  appropriation  of  one  miUioa 
of  doUars ;  and  tjbie  committee  for  that  puzpose  beg 
leave  to  report  a  bill  enticed'  **  a  bill  malting  further 
•appropriation  fbr  the  deftnc^  of  our' maritime  fhm'lier." 

Mr.  Chetes  then  presented  a  btlt  making  a 
firrther  appropriation  for  the  defence  of  our  mar- 
itime froo  tier;  which  waa  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  Naval  Establishment,  made  tke  fol- 
lowing report : 

That  the  subject  referred  to  your  eommittee  in  its 
several  relations  presents  a  question  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
masmuch  as  it  embraces  one  of  the  grea^  and  leading 
•objects  of  their  Government;  that  which,  al)ove  all 
others,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  happy  union  of  these 
States.  Your  committee  need  hardly  toy  they  jneaii 
ihe  protection  of  maritime  commerce ;  an  interest 
which,  though  when  superficially  viewed,  sfems  to  af- 
'  feet  only  the  Atlantic  portions  of  the  country,  yet  really 
'extends  as  far  as  the  utmost  limits  of  its  agriculture, 
and  can  only  be  separated  from  it,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  by  a  total  blindness  to  the  just  policy 
-of  Qovemment.  The  important  engine  of  national 
fltrength  and  national  soourity  which  is  formed  by  a 
naval  force,  has  hitherto,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
4ee,  been  treated  vrith  a  neglect  highly  impolitic,  or 
.eapported  by  a  spirit  so  languid,  aa»  while  it  has  pre- 


served the.  existence  of  the  establishment,  has  had  the 
effect  of  loading  it  with  the  imputations  of  wasteful  ex- 
pense and  comparative  inefficiency. 

No  systepd  has  hitherto  been  adopted,  which,  though 
limited  by  the  dispensing  security  of  the  times,  and  the 
just  economy  of  our  Republican  institutions,  was  yet 
calculated  to  enlarge  itself  gradually  with  the  progress 
of  the  nation's  growth  in  population,  in  wealth,  and  in 
commerce,  or  expand  with  an  energy  proportioned  to 
a  crisis  of  particular  danger. 

Such  a  course,  impolitic  under  any  circumstances,  is 
the  more  bo  when  it  is  demonstrably  clear  that  this 
nation  ia  inevitably  destined  to  be  a  liaval  power,  and 
that  the  virtue  of  economy,  if  no  other  motive  could  be 
found,  would  recommend  a  plan  by  which  this  force 
must  be  gradually  increased,  the  necessary  expenses 
diminished,  and  durability  and  permanehcy  given  to 
the  strength  which  they  may  purchase. 

That  a  naval  proteption  is  particularly  secured  to 
the  interest  of  commerce  by  our  great  political  com- 
pact, is  proved  by  that  part  pf  the  Constitution  which 
expressly  gave  to  Congress  the  power  ^'  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy,"  and  is  confirmed  by  the  history  of 
the 'times,  and  the  particular  circumstances  which  led 
to  its  institution ;  but  it  is  alike  secured  by  the  funda- 
mental nature  of  all  Government,  which  extends  to 
every  interest  under  its  authority  a  protection  (if  within 
the  nation's  means)  which  is  adequate  to  its  preserva- 
tion ;  nor  is  this  protection  called  for  only  by  the  par- 
tial interests  of  a  particular  description  of  men  or  of  a 
particular  tract  of  country.  A  navy  is  as  necessary  to 
protect  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  the  channel 
through  which  the  produce'  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
Western  States  must  pass  to  become  valuable,  as  the 
bays  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  more  ne- 
cessary than  on  the  shores  of  the  Eastern  or  the  South- 
ern States. 

It  has,  indeed^been  urged,  yotir  committee  are  awaie, 
that  a  Naval  Establishment  is  forbidden  by  the  great 
and  burdensome  expenditures  of  public  money  whidi, 
it  is  said,  will  be  required  to  support  it,  and  by  the  in- 
ability of  the  country,  by  any  ex|ienditure  to  maintain 
a  navy  which  can  protect  its  maritime  rights  against 
the  power  of  Great  Britain.  The  first  objection  i^ 
pears  to  your  cdmmittee  to  be  founded  on  a  mistaken 
assumption  of  the  fact ;  for  in  their  opinion  a  naval 
fiiree  ^jrithin  due  Umits  and  qnder  proper  regulations 
vrill  constitute  the  cheapest  defence  of  the  nation. 

The  permanent  fortMcations  necessary'  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Union  will  cost, 
in  the  oninion  of  your  committee,  as  much  annually» 
4f  properiy  provided  and  garrisonedv  as  the  naval  force 
which,  it  is  confidently  b^ieved,  on  the  testimony  of 
persons  competent  to  dedde,  would  be  amply  sufficient 
to  prevent  all  attack^  fi^om  reaching  our  shores.  It 
will  thiis  furnish  the  most  appropriate,  adequate,  and 
di^p  protection,  against  a  foreign  enemy,  and  will  at 
the  saihe  time  be  perfecUy  innoxious  to  the  public  lib- 
erty and  the  private  morals  of  the  country ;  dispense 
almost  entirely  vrith  a  standing  army,  so  hostile  to  the 
genius  of  our  free  institutions,  and  remove  the  stand- 
ing vices  and  evils  of  camps  and  garrisons  from  the 
cities  on  otir  seacoast;  cherish  a  noble  body  of  mari- 
ners, who  m  honorable  peace  will  spread  the  sails  of  a 
prosperous  and  vivifying  commerce  on  every  sea,  and 
in  necesssry  war  terribly  avenge  their  country's  wrongs. 

The  other  objection  your  committee  auppose  to  be 
founded  on  an  imperfect  examination  ot  the  subjeet ; 
for  those  who  are  best  able  to  form  opinions  on  thia 
matter,  from  congenial  pi-ofogaieoai  pursnits,  as  well 
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as  a  particular  knowledge  of  the  marine  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, declare  that  she  cannot,  at  any  time,  spar^  more 
than  a  very  limited  force  for  the  Anierican  station  :  one 
"which  can  be  effectually  resisted  by  aq  establishment 
which  may  be  supported  by  this  Government  without 
a  great  direct  expense,  while  in  its  effects  it  will  greatly- 
more  than  reimburse  to  the  national  wealth,  the  sums 
which  may  be  drawn  from  it  for  this  object ;  protect 
our  harbors  from  insult,  our  coasting  trade  from  spo-, 
liations,  and  give  us  thei  dominion  of  a  sea  on  our  bor- 
ders which  we  ought  to  call  our  own,  and  defend  with 
our  cannon. 

To  detail  all  the  reasons  on  which  this  opinion  is 
founded,  would,  peihaps,  not  be  in  the  power  of  your 
committee,  who  ate  in  part  governed  by  the  opinions 
of  men  of  experience  and  professional  skill,  (often 
among  the  best  grounds  of  human  iaitb)  but-not  always 
eqiDally  communicable :)  but  the  leading,  facts  and  prin- 
ciples dn  which  it  is  founded,  are  4oo  plain  and  obvious 
to  labor  under  this  difficulty.  The  history  of  all  times 
proves  the  inability  of  Great  Britain  or  aqy  other  Pow- 
er to  Btation  a  large  force  in  remote  seas ;  for,  indepen- 
dent of  Uie  necessity  which  always  exists  for  its  pres- 
ence in  more  proximate  quarters,  could  the  former 
nation  place  the  whole  of  her  thousand  ships  o^  pur 
coast,  she  would  be  unable,  in  a  state  of  hostili^  vnth 
the  United  States,  competently  to  supply  ^^^  ^  con- 
siderable squadron  of  them,  for  any  duration  of  time, 
with  the  least  regard  .to  the  efficiency  of  the  service, 
and  without  a  wasteful  and  ruinous  expense :  let  those 
who  hold  a  diffisrent  optnion  declare  how  and  from 
whence  1 

To  the  defence  of  your  ports  and  harbors  and  the 
protection  of  your  coasting  trade  should  be  confined^  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committe<e,  the  present  objecteand 
operations  of  any  navy  which  the  United  States  can  or 
ought  to'  have.  In  this  view  our  advantaged  are  great 
and  manifest.  Looking  along  our  extended  line  of 
coast,  from  the  northeastern  to  the  southern  extreme  of 
oar  territory,  we  discover  in  quick  succession  ports  and 
liarbon  furnishing  in  abundimce  every  supply  for  active 
and  constant  service ;  in  whidi  to  concentrate  by  mu- 
tual advice  and  informatioD,  which  can  be  transmitted 
with  the  greatest  certainty  and  speed,  the  forces  of  dif- 
ferent stations,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  detail  when  his 
vessels  may  be  scattered;  and  in  which  our  ships  may 
find  refuge  and  security  Trhen  approached  by  a  force 
so  much  superior  as  to  forbid  a  combat.  To  enter  no 
farther  into  details,  it  is  obvious  that,  from  these  ad- 
vantages, the  powe^  and  efficiency  of  an  American 
Navy  must  be  double  its  nominal  proportbn  to'  that  of 
an  assailing  enemy.  But  your  committee  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  it  would  be  unworthy  the  magnanirai^ 
of  the  nation  to  look  only  at  one  Power,  tod  forget 
that  it  stands  in  the  relation  of  an  independent  sove- 
reignty to  other  nations,  against  whpm,  unless  man 
change  his  nature  and  cease  to  be  violent  and  uifkjust,  it 
nay  be  necessary  to  array  the  national  force  <m  that 
element  where  the  injury  may  be  su&red  and  where 
alone  it  can  be  avenged  or  redressed.  With  this  view 
your  committee  have  not  considered  this  subject  with 
regard  only  to  the  practicable  aad  advisable  prepara- 
tion for  the  present  momentous  crisis,  which,  whatever 
it  may  be,  must  be  greatly  inadequate,  for  the  reasons 
already  stated ;  but  the  object  of  the  committee  is  to 
recommend  a  system  which  shall  look  to  f\itnrity,  and 
though  limited  by  the  present  situation  and  means  of 
the  country,  have  a  capacity  to  be  enlarged  in  propor- 
tion to  the  gtowing  wealtk,  commerce!)  ^d  population 


of  the  nation.  Tour  committee  are,  ^t  the  same  time, 
not  unaware  that  some  of  those  who  are  unfriendly  to 
a  navy,  ground  their  opposition  rather  i^)on  its  future 
permanent  establishment,  than  on  its  present  expense* 
But  your  committee  will  only  observe,  that  the  wisdom 
of  that  policy  seems,  to  reach 'as  far  beyond  reasonable 
practicable  views,  as  it  will  probably  fall  short  of  the 
attainment  of  its  object  To  restrain  the  great  ener- 
gies of  such  a  number,  as  this  country  possesses,  of  the 
be^t  seamen  the  world  ever  beheld,  aindsuch  a  mass  of 
tonnage  as  Great  Britain  herself  has  not  boasted  more 
than  twenty  y^ars,  will  as  much  transcend  the  feeble 
efforts  of  the  politician  as  it  would  be  beyond  his  pow- 
er to  create  them ;  they  are  foh^ed  by  the  high  behest 
of  beneficent  nature,  nurtured  by  our  wise,  free  and 
happy,  public  institutions,  and  can  only  perish  with 
the  laUer. 

Your  committee,  however,  admit,  that  it  will  neither 
be  politic  nor  practicable  to  swell  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment of  this  oo.untry  tq  the  size  of  our  desires  or  of  ow 
necessities ;  but  a  gradual  ^incijease  of  it  is,  in  their 
opinion,- within  the  most  limil^  means, and  within  the 
obvious  policy  of  our  Government,  and  in  attempting 
this  some  peaent  addition  .will  be  made  (too  Uttle— 
much  too  little,  fhey  lament)  to  the  best  strength  of 
the  netion,  and  as  a  measure  of  preparation  for  tiM» 
crisiB  of  danger. 

With  these  observations^  and  with  a  full,  detailed,  and 
uselhl  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  rep^  Ifr 
questions  propounded  by  your  committee,  they  be|( 
leave  to  recoipmend,  that  all  the  vessels  of  war  of  the 
United  States,  not  now  in  service,  whioh  are  worthy 
of  repair,  be  immediately  repaired,  fitted  out,  and  put 
into  actual  servicer 

That  t^n  additional  firigates,  averaging  thirty-eight 
gnns,  be  bi^k ;  that  a  competent  sum  of  money  be  ap- 
prc^Hated  for  the  purch«|e  of  a  stock  of  timber,  ami 
that  a  dock,  for  repairing  the  vesselsof  war  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  be  established  in  some  centval  and  conve- 
nient  places 

They  ^  beg  ieftve  to  report  a  bill,  entitled  ^A  bill 
concerning  the  Naval  Establishment.** 

Mr.  CaBVES  then  presented  a  bill  ooncernioff 
the  Naval  Establishment)  which  was  twice  read 
and  'committed. 

'    FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 
^  The  House  resumed  the  eoAsideration  of  the 
unfinished  business. 

The  fifth  resolution,  yesterday  adopted,  respect- 
ing the  Navy,  was  .referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  whom  was  this  day  commkled 
the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Establishment;^ 
and  the  fourth,  respecting  authorizing  the  Exe*- 
cutive  to  call  out  deUchments  of  militia,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  RelatiooB 
to  report  a  bill. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  sixth 
and  last  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  in 
the  fQllowiog  words : 

"6.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merdiant. 
vessels,  owned  erdusively  by  resident  citisens,  and 
commanded  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens,  to  arm 
uilder  proper  regulations,  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  in 
self-defence,  against  all  unlawful  proceedings  towarde- 
them  on  the  high  seas.'* 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  th^  resolatiooi. 
by  adding  thereto  the  following: 
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**And  that  if  attacked  bj  any  British  ship  or  vessel, 
it  shall  be  Uwful  to  capture  and  bring  such  ship  or 
vessel  into  any  port  of  the  United  States  for  adju- 
dication."  ^ 

Mr*  Find££T  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of.  the  resolution  and  amendment 
to  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

After  debate  on  these  motions,  the  House  ad- 
journed without  coming  to  a  decision  on  either. 


WBDNBqoXY,  December  18. 
•  Mfv  Rbba  presented  petitions  frem .  Louisiilna 
Ternary,  in  favor  of  the  second  grade  of  Qovem- 
.  men  t-^Kef^rred. 

The  consideration  of  the  iinfifiis)ied  business  of 
yesterday,  respecting  arming  merchantmen,  dbc;, 
was  called  for ;  when  it  was.  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ranoolph,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on  Poretgfn 
Relations,  to  whom  was.  committed  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  ^  completing  the  exis^ting  Military  Es- 
tablishment,'' reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment.—Committed  to  a  Commilteeof  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instrncted  to. inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishiog  another  dis- 
trict, for  the  disposal  o(M\e  public  lands,  by  a  divi- 
sion of  the  district  of  Kftskaskia  i  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Cofnmittee  of  Wavs  and 
Meansj  presented  a  bill  allowing  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Postmaster^j^eneral ;  which  was 
read  twicti,  and  coihmitted  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
farther  time,  the  act  fixing  the  salaries  of  certaiq 
officers  of  Gbvert^ment  therein  mentioned.    ' 

BATTLE  ON  THU  WABA8H. 

Mr.  Ormsby  moved  the  following  resolution :  ^ 
JResolvedt  That  a  committee  bo  appointed  to  inqnire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,,  what  provision  .ought  to  be 
made  by  law  for  paying  the  officers  and  soldten  of  the 
miUtia  w^o  served  ui^er  Oov^mot  Harrisoni  in  the 
late  expedition  againsf  the  Indians  on  the  Wabash,  to 
eompensate  them  foy  the  lossof  hwaes,  and  for  the  reUef 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  fell  ii^  the 
action  of  tlie  seventh  of  November  la^t;  and  that  they 
bave  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
.  Thfi  said  resokition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
011  tb«  table. 
Mr.  McKeb  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
Beaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
h0  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  sudi 
lafoimatiDn  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  proper  to  be  communicated,  on  the  follow-  < 
ing  points : 

1.  Any  evidence  tending  to-  show  whether  any  and 
wfaa(  agency  the  subjlscts,.  either  public  or  j^rivate,  of 
any  foreign  Power,  may  hjave  hau  in  exciting  the  In- 
dians on  the  Western  frontier,  to  hostility  agavnst  the 
United  States ; 

2.  The  evidence  of  hostility  towards  the  United  States, 
on  the  part  of  tiie  Shawanee  Prophet  and  his  adh»* 
rvDts,  anterior  to  the  commencement  of  the  late  cam* 

1  against  them,  amder  the  command  of  Qovaiaor 
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3.  The  orders  and  authority  vested  in  Governor  Aar- 
rison  by  the  United  States,  under  which  the  late  expe> 
dition  against  the  Indians  yrtM  carried  on ;  and  sueh 
other  information  relating  to  the  subject,  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  may  be  proper  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  • 

APPpRnONMENT  BILL. 
^Tbe  House  resumed  the  cx)nsideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  made  on 
the  11th  instant,  together  with  the 'message  from 
the  Senate  adhering  to  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  on  this  subject. 

A  motioh  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  to  refer 
the  bill  and  report  to  a  Committee  ofthe  Whole, 
and  negatived. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  that  this 
Hbuse  do  recede  from  their'  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  ofthe  Senate. 

Aftev  mdch  debate^  the  question  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  72.  nays  62,  as  follows 

YsAS—^WilUam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Josiah  Bartlett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  HarmanusBleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
Elgah  Brigham,  Bpaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Thomas  B.  Uooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger 
Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley«  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  baiah  L.  Oreen,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent;  Philip  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Aamn  Lyle,  Alexander  McKimy  A^unah  MetcaH;  Jamea 
Manor,  Bara'l  L.  MitchiU,  Jonathan  0.  Moselenr,  Wil- 
liam  Paulding,  jr.,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Benj*n  Pond,  P^r  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quixicy,  WiUiam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  WilllaAi  Rodnntn^  Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Ebenesser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shawy  John  SmiUe,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  William 
Strong,  Lewis-  B.  Stuirges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery, 
and  Robert  Wright. - 

Nats — ^Willis  Alston,  jr.,  John  Baker,  David  Bard, 
Borwell  Bassett,  William  Blfickledge,  Thomas  Blount, 
James  Br^ckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  Wm.  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit,  William 
Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good* 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  William 
Lowfides,  Nat^niel  Macon,  George  p.  Maxwell,  Thoa. 
Moore,  ArohibaM  McBryde,  WUliam  McCoy,  Samuel 
M^Kee,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel- 
sbn,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Picken% 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  John  Randolph,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  George 
M.  Troup,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R.  WilUams,  Tho- 
mas Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  recede  from  their  disa- 


55» 


HISTORY  OF  OONGRBSS, 


560 


H.  OP  R. 


Foreign  Relations. 


Decembeb,  1811. 


greemeot  to  the  Seoate's  ameBdmeDt,  which  of 
course  prerails,  and  the  ratio  is  fixed  at  35,000. 


Thursday,  December  19. 

Mr.  Baker  presented  two  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  atid  county  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  that  the  act  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland, 
laying  a  tix  on  marriage  licenses  of  four  dollars 
may  be  revived  in  Washington  coupty,  in  the 
Distriei  of  Colunabia,  and  that  the  inoney  thus 
collected  may  be  applied  to  the  use  of  schools.— 
Referred  to  ihe  Committee  for  the  District  ..of 
Columbia. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hquse  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Vermont, 
ratifying  and  confirming  an  amendment  J)roposed 
by  Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States^  concerning  the  acceptance  of  titles  of 
Dobility  from  foreign  .Powers,  by  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resohed,  Tfant  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Harry  Toulmin,  Judff(^  of  the  Dia- 
trict  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and 
report  whether,  in  their  opinion,  he  has  so  acted,  in  his 
official  capacity,  as  to  require  the  interposition  of  the 
Constitutional  powers  of  this  House ;-  and  that  said 
committee  have  ppwer  to  send  for  persoBB  and  papers. 
,  The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table* 

.  Mf.  Rhea  presented  a  re'sQlution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  dh»apparoViog  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Massachusetts  to  lb6 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  limiting  the 
duration  of  any  act  laying  an  embargo  within  the 
United  States;  disapproving  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Virginia  to  the  ^aid<ionstitutlon,  re- 
specting a  removal  from  office  Of  the  Senators  of 
the  United  States ;  disapproving  of  the  ao^nd- 
ment  proposed  by  Pennsylvania  to  (he  sai.d  Coti- 
stitution,  for  the  erection  of  a  tribui^al  to  deter- 
mine controversies  between  the  General  and  State 
Governments  ;  and  approving  of  the  amendment 
proponed  by  Congress  to  the  said  Constitution, 
concerning  the  acceptance  of  titles  of  nobility  by 
citizens  of  the  Unitea  States  from  foreign  Powers. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of, 
the  United  States,  transmittiOg  two  letters  received 
from  Governor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, reporting  the  particulars  of  the  is^e  of  th£ 
expedition  under  his  command  on  tbe  Wabash. 
The  Message  and  letters  w«re  read,  and  referred 
to  Mr.  McEbe,  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Brepkenridgb, 
Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  Alston,  Mr.  I^pbver,  and 
Mr.  Maxwell,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  GommKtee  on  the  Public  Lands,  made  the 
26ih  ultimo;  and  the  resolutions  therein  contained 
were  specially  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
lows: ^ 

Resohed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
fi>r  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  to  act  with  such  oonunisaioneca 


as  the  Coipmonwealth  of  Virginia  may  appoint,  to 
ascertain,  and  finally  determine  and  fir  tbe-  Wester^ 
boundary  line  of  the  Virginia  military  tract,  according 
to  -the  true  intent  and  meamng  of  the  condition  of  the 
deed  of  cessipn  from  Vi^inia  to  the  United  States, 
touching  the  military  reservation  between  the  rivers 
Scioto  and  Little  Miami. 

Bexolved,  That,  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
to  prevent  the  issuing  of  patents  on  surveys  executed 
in  -  virtue  of  Virginia  militaij  warrants,  west  of.  the 
boundary  line  designated  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
23d  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four.' 

Rewhedj  Tha^,  in  the  ev«ot  of  the  said  existing 
bovuidaiy  line  being  found  by  the  said  commissioDerv 
to  exclude  lands  belonging  to  ihe  Virginia  military  tracV 
the  said  commissioners  shall  ascertain  th^  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  land  so  excluded,  and  shall  hav,e  power 
to  locate  other  .unappropriated  lands  equal  in  quanti^. 
and  quality  ;  which  lands  shaD  be  liable  to  location 
under  Virginia' military  land  warrants,  ^om  and  after 
the  —  day  of .    , 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolutions;  and  that  tire  Committee  oa 
tbe  Public  land?  do  prepitre  and  bring  in  the  same. 
.  On  motion  by  Mr.  Borwell, 
,  Reaolved^  That  the  "Presideht  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  ro  be  laid  before  this 
House,  by  the  proper  officers,  a  statement  of  the 
capital  employed  m  the  Indiat)  trade  ;  the  amount 
of  annual  purchases,  sales,  and  articles,  received 
inpaytn^nt;  together  with  the  oitmber,  names, 
and  sauries,  of  agents  «mployed,  the  places  where 
stationed,  and  specifying,  as  faras  practicable,  the 
state  of  the  trade  art  «ach  place. for  the  last  four 
years.  .  , 

Messrs.  Bdrwell  and  Blbecker  were  appoint- 
ed fr  committee  to  present  the  said  resohitiea  to 
the  President. 

FOREIGN  BELATIONS. 
/  The  House  resumed  the  tsonsideration  of  the 
sixjih  resolution,  reported  bv  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  in  the  following  words : 

^'K.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant 
vessels,  owned  exohisivelyl>y  resident  citixens,  to  arm, 
under  proper  regulations,  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  in, 
sel^efonce,  agpainst  all  uniawfni  prooeedings  towards 
theni  on  the  high  seas.'! 

Mt.  FiNDLEt  withdrew  his  motion  to  po8tpoB6| 
the  same  to  the  first  Monday  in  March.    - 

Mr*  Wrtoht  withdrew  thd  amendment  he  had 
proposed,  und  moved  to  strike  out  these  words : 
'^  in  self'oefence  against  all  unlawAii  proceedings 
against  them  on  the  high  seas." 

Mr.  Arpher.— Thesixth  resolution  of  the  Cotn* 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations  being  now  on  its  nas» 
sage,  I  must  express  my  sorrow  that  I  am  compelled 
to  obtrude  my  humble  observations  upon  the  fa-, 
tigued  patience  4)f  the  House,  and  the  more  ex- 
hausted patience  of  the  nation.  As  I  shall  vote 
against  the  resoktion,  I  ^i  it  to  be  my  indispen- 
sable duty  to  detail  to  the  House  the  reasons  by 
which  my  vote  shall  be  actuated.  Many  honor- 
able .members  may,  perhaps,  conceive  that  it 
would  be  more  proper  for.  me  to  reserve  my  re- 
marks for  the  bill,  when  it  shall  be  reported  \  biU, 
sir,  I  have  ever  held  it  to  be  my  aacred  duty  to 
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e,  eT«ii  in  its  {Doipie&t  it«te^  every  measure 
w&teh  may  be  ho^tUa  jio  the  rights,  or  dao^rcHis 
to  tbe  interests  pf  my  country,  lest*  by'noi  seem- 
iBg  to  oppose,  my  conduct  shoujld  be  coostrued 
into  an  encooragement  of  such  a  measjure.       , 

For  what  purpose,  sir,  let  me  ask,  bUve  we 
adopted  the  resoluiiba  preceding:  this?  Wash 
for  the  purpose  of  destroyrnjst  the  Qovernfhent? 
Was  it  that  the  members  of  that  Array  should 
iheath  their  swords  in  the  bowels  of  the  liberties 
of  their  country  ?  Who  will  impute  to  tbis-body 
so  disgrjaceful  a  motive?,  Are  you  about  to  raise 
a  standing  army,  not  for  the  purpose  of  making 
preparations  for  war,  but  with  a  view  of  intimi- 
dating Great  Britain  to  recede-  from  her  unjust 
infractions  of  our  neutral* rights?  Do  not  think 
that  she  will  be  intimidated  by  any  preparations 
which  you  can  make,  however  formidable  they 
inay  be.  She  knows,  too  well,  your  conduct 
hieretofore,  to  believe  you  are  in  earnest.  She 
knows  that,  many  years  ago,  you  resolved  to  re- 
sistf  but  that  this  honorable  det^niination  ternrii- 
nated  in  an  empty  resoklion.  She  knows,  too 
well,  that  you  have  been,  heretofore,  ^prodi^c^l  io 
words,  and  parsimonious  in  spirited'  action .  L  do 
mot  set  myself  np  for  a  prophet;  but,  mark  me,  if 
It  be  not  true,  rhat  Great  Britain  will  not  do.yoa 
justice  till  you  carrv  the  war  out  of  this  haU  inlo 
the -heart  of  her  colonial  territories. 

Under  the  firmest  conviction,  then,  as  I  am. 
that  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britato^— if  we  have  any  respect  for  oUr  honor  as. 
a  nation— will  be  an  event  of  inevitable  conse- 
quence, I  have  in  vain'  searched  for  th^  .reasons 
which  would  induce  us  to  authorize  our  mer- 
chant vessels  to  arm  against  all  unlawful  moles- 
tations on  thje  high  seas.  As  the  resolution  is,  in 
its  nature,  general,  6very  mdn  must  see,  on  the 
contrary,  the  dangers  necessarily  attendant  upon 
the  adoption  of  such  a  measure.  You  are  now 
on  the  yesY  rerge  of  war,  and  you  should,  there- 
fore, be  carelul  not  to  multiply  your  epemies^ 
You  mKy,  by  passing  this  resolution,  make  Fri^ice 
ypQr  enemy.  Yon  may  enlist  Dentnark  and  other 
Powers  of  £urope  against  yon.  This  is  an -event 
wiiitsh  would  be  deepl^jr  daprecated  ;  and,  that  it 
should  happen,  is, nothing  imnroblBible ;  for  your 
nerehants,  armed  as  tbeywill.be,  in  defence  oi 
tbeir  commetee)  may  select  the  nation  who  is  to 
he  your  enemy.  If  they  are  molested  in  their  com* 
mercei  whether  lawful  or  unlawful,  thev.  will  be 
disposed  to  resist.  At  any  rate,  they  will  be  the 
judges  of  the  'juncture  when  their  interests  rasfy 
call  for  the  inrerposition  of  force,<  and  will  exer- 
eise  that  force  according  to  their  own  whims ^and 
caprices.  They  sail  on  the  ocean*  ^Ipthed  with 
motional  authority,  and  for  thefr -actions,  whether 
lawful. or  uiilawful,  you  will  be  compelled  to  an- 
swer. Sir,  I  respect  the  highly  honorable  occu- 
pation of  a  merchant,  but  am  not  disposed  to 
carry  that  respect  so  far  as  to  give  my  sanction  to 
the  adoption  of  a  measure  which  may  jeopardise 
the  peace^and  endanger  the  interests  of  my  cooq- 
try^  If  this  reaolntion  were  toauthorizean  arm- 
ing against  Great  Britain  alone,  this  arguaoent 
wouU  have  no  effect  $  but  as  it  iiaa  a  yiew  to  a, 


general  armiq^  against  all  nations,  this  reason- 
ing is  conclusive  on  my  mind,  and  must  operate 
in  the  same  way  upon  all  men  who  will  give  the 
subject  a  dispassionate  consideration.  The  con- 
sequences of  such  a  measure  are  plain  qnd  obvi- 
pus.  Now,  let  us  examine  whether  there  exists 
any  reason  sofficiently  powerful  to  outweigh  these 
considerations. 

Wivat  is  the  object,  and  4he  only  one  too,  as 
stated  bv  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations,  (Mr.  Porjbr,)  for 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  ?  Your  vessels  will 
be  armed  and  prepared  for  privateering,  the  mo- 
ment war  shall  be  declared.  Why,  sir,  do  you 
,think  the  merchants  will  believe  that  you  really 
intend  to  go  td'war?  And,  if  they  doubt  upon 
this  subject,  do  you  suppose  they  will  be  so  re- 
gardless of  their  own  interests  as  to  expend  their 
capital  in  ^tting  out  privateers,  whed  no  absolute 
certainty  exists  that  war  is  your  object,  or  your 
serious  intention  ?  .  It  would,  certainly,  be  an  ob- 
ject of  no  inconsiderable  moment  to  have  priva- 
teers prepared  to  harass  and  disturb  the  com- 
merce 6(  ijrreat  Briuin  in  the  event  of  war.  If 
this  be  your  object,  you  are  taking,  a.  very  im- 
proper course  to  dbtain  it.  If  su<5h  be  your  object, 
.take  some  d^ided  and  energetic  step  which  will 
ct>nvihce  even  the  incredulous  that  you  will  resort 
to  the'sword  to  obtain  justice,  and  your  end  will 
soon  be  eflepted.  But,  do  iiot  depress  the  hopes 
of  the  nation  by  sanctioning  this  tame,  imbecile, 
and  temporizing 'system. 

What  is  the  spirit  that  breathes  in  the  five  rae- 
oliitipns.which  haye  been  adopted — resolutiona 
which  were  in  entire  accordance  with  my  feel- 
ings? Is  it  not  a  spirit  of  war?  Do  they  not 
bear  a  hostile  aspect  ?  Are  they  not  calculated 
to  induce  Great  Britain  to  believe  that  forbear- 
ance on  our  part  has  terminated,  and  that  we  are 
resolved,  unless  she  speedily  ^extend  to  us  full  and 
ample  justice)  to  decide  the.  contest  by  the  sword  ? 
Have  you  anything  to  hope,  by  operating  upon 
tbe  minds  of  the  ru,lers  of  that  nation,  a  convic- 
tion, that  you  are  boasting  no  longer  ?  JLf  you  do 
entertain  such  a  hope,  I  pray  you,  dofkt  adopt 
this  measure— a<  measure  mich  will  show  her 
the  fluctuation  of  oUr  opfnions,  and  tiie  repug- 
nantly of  our  plans ;  a  measure  which  will  lull 
to  sleep  her  fears  of  war,  and  convince  her  not 
only  of  your  indecision,  butof  your  timidity  to 
unsheath  your  sword  *io  defence  of  ri|;hts  clear 
and  undisputed,  and  in  airenging  injuries  too 
glaring  for  the  dignity  and  honor  of  a  nation  to 
submit  to.  I^re  the  wishes  of.  this  nation  to  be 
unattended  to^  Ought  we  not  to  relieve  its 
anxieties?  Or,  are  we  to  tantalize  their  hopes 
with  energy  in  one  law  and  imbecility  in  anoth- 
er? Are  the  merchants  to  be  told  we  will  pro- 
tect their  commerce  ?  By  what  ?  ^  By  granting 
them  a  right  which  nature  has  already  given  to 
them  ?  Is  commerce  to  be  protected  by  abridg- 
ing the  natural  rights  of  the  people?  Is  this 
measure  no  abridgement  of  their  rights  ?  Does 
it  not  confine  the  legality  of  arming  to.resident 
citizens  alone?  Look  at  the  measure  as  you 
please,  it  iz  a  dead  letter.    U  this  the  perbd  of 
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all  others  to  be  selected  to  inebrpOFBte  no  mean- 
ing laws  io  the  body  cf  yotir  statute-  book  ?  Do 
fiot  satirize,  by  such  an  act^the  manly  sensibility 
of  the  people.  Do  not  paralyze  the  national  arm. 
No ;  let  us  do  justice  to  the  nation  by  the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  as  will  renovate  the  de- 
pressed spirits  of  our  constituents;  which  VUl 
prevent  them  from  falling  into,  that  destructive 
and  deadly  languor  which  this  resolution  is  cal- 
culated to  produce. 

Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to  address  my  senti-' 
ments  plainly  to  )rou.  The  people  are  becoming' 
tired  of  the  mdecisibn  pf  this  body.  They  have 
read  many  a  fine  and  gaudy  speeebwhieh  has 
been  delivered  iu  this  hall,  and  let  me  say,  too, 
that  they  have  se^  much  of  bad  votiiipf.''  It  i^ 
high  time  to  throw  off  a  temponzine  pobcy,  and 
to  take  a  decided  imd  en^eiigetic  stan(fr~oo  arming 
of  merchantmen  without  the  privilege  of  making 
reprisals,  and  reprisals  from  that  Power  too,  ape- 
cificaUy,  that  oppresses  you.  Had  m  y  worth  y  col- 
league (Mr.  WaioHT)  not  withdrawn  hisameild- 
ment,  I  would  have  given  it  mv  sanction.  I  admit 
it  would  have  been  an  act  oi  war,  and  for  thiit 
reason  I  would  have  voted  for  it;  for,  in •  oar 

J^resent  'situation,  it  is  impossiBle  t6  obtain  en- 
tstments  without  the  adoption  of  some  snch 
measure. 

Instead,  sir,  of  tbis  resbldtion,  I  serrously  think 
that  policy  dictates  to  us  to  lay  an  embargo  on 
our  vessels  for  a  limited  time.  Not  an  embargo 
of  coercion  on  foreign  Powers,  but  ^n  embargo 
for  the  preservation  of  our  property  which  i^  now 
afloat  on  the  surface  of  the  ocedn.  It  would  pre- 
vent those  innumerable  bankruptcies  which  would 
be  imniediately  consequent  on  a  declaration  of 
war  in  all  yonr  mercantile  towns;  bankruptcies 
which  are  not  only  injurious  to  the  bankrupts 
themselves,  but  deadly  to  the  resources  of  the 
nation,  for  the  w^lth  of  a  nation  should  always 
be  graduated  by  the  wealth  of  its  citizens.  Tour 
mercbants  are  now  sailing  in  every  sea  with  the 
productions  of  your  soil.  We  shall  have  to  con- 
tend wuh|the  most  formidable  naval  Power  In 
the  worl^aod  the  moment  war  is  declared  your 
commerce  will  be  swept  from  the  surface  of  the 
deep.  We  should  gather  in  our  merchant  ships. 
We  should,  in  truth,  sir,  act  like  provident  hus- 
bandmen.. Let  us.  therefore,  go  into  our  unpro- 
tected fields,  cut  down  our  harvest,  and  remove 
it  to  places  of  security^  that  our  enemies  and  not 
ourselves  may  be  the  gleaners  in  the  field. 

If,  sir,' the  resolution  now  under  consideration 
should  be  adopted,  the  whole  system  will  form  a 
strange  picture.  You  may 'touch  it  with  the 
master-pencil  of  a  Rubens,  it  will  still  be  a 
homely  picture,  incongruous  in  its  pahs,  and  in 
the  whole  ungraceful,  it  does  appear  to  me  to 
be  a  perfect  anomaly,  a  measure  which  can  be 
classed  under  neither,  the  general  head  of  peace 
or  war.  The  Lacedemonians,  it  is  said,  put  to 
death  all  deformed  infants.  I  trust  this  House 
will  be  endued  with  a  Lacedemonian  spirit  which 
will  crush  this  creature  in  the  deformity  of  iu 
birth,  and  that  it  will  not  be  suffered  to  bang  a 
dead  weight  on  the  nation.    Thus,  sir,  have  I 


offered  to  yon  a  hw  of  the  reaaoAs  wbie4i  o^imto 
upon  my  mind,  and  which  will  induce  me  to  vote 
against  the  resolution.  I  have-doneso  to  prevent 
a  misconstruction  of  my  motives,  and  tnat  my 
reasons  may  go.  with  my  vote  to  my  constituents. 
I  should"  have  placed  my  views  in  a  clearer  light 
.upon  this  subject! to  the  House,  but  the  embarrasa- 
ments  inseparable  from  one  who  is  unaccustomed 
:to  address  deliberative  assemblies,  have  prevented 
me  from  doing  to  the  subject  that  justice  which 
it  merits. 

The  question  was  now  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows : 

YiAS — Willis  Alston,  jnn./ William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson AiFcLer,  Daniel  Av^ry,  Etekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Josiah  Bartiett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  A. 
Burwell,  Williaip  Butier,  John  Clopton,  WiHiam  CrSw- 
ibrd,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dintmoor, 
Thomas  Gholson, '  Peterson  Gobdwyn,  Felix  Orundv, 
Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes^  John  M.  Hyneman,  R« 
M,  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,'  Wilfiam  R.  King,  Peter 
Little,  Andrew  L^de,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKira,  Samuel  L.  MitcfaiU,  James  Itew 
gan,  Anthony  New,'  Stephen  Orttaby,  James  P|«m«- 
anti^junn  Peter  B.  Porter,  Joaiah  Qquh^^  Williaai 
Reed^  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea^  John  Roane,  Johs 
Sevier,  Gemrge  Smith,  GeorgiS  M.Troup,  Robt  White- 
hiil,  David  R.  WUQama,  and  Robert  Wright— 46. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Wm.  Black- 
ledge,  Harmanna  Bleecker,  Thontas,  Blount,  Adam 
Boyd,  Jamea  Breckenndge)  Elijah  3righam«  Robert 
Brown, 'John  C.  Calhonn,  Epaphroditns  Champioa^ 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittendcsp,  /ames  Cochran^ 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr.^ 
John  DaWson,  WUliam  Ely,  William  Findlty,  James 
Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin.  Thos.  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Isaiah  L.  Greeny  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Huffy,  Richard  Jackson,  junt* 
Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
TliomiMi  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Arunah  Metcal^ 
James  MOnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley, 
Hugh  Nelson',  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
William  Paulding^' junior,  Joseph  Pearson,  Jsrael  Piok- 
ens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkili,  junior;  Benjanada 
Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  JonaChaife 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezsr  Sage,  Ebeneiar 
Seayer,  Samnel  l^iaw,  Daniel  Sheffiiy,  John  8au|iB» 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanfinrd,  PhiUp  Stuart,  Sit«i 
Stbw,  Lewis  B.  Stoi^es*  Samuel  Taggart,  Bebjamia 
Talknadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  iJri  Tra^,  Charles  Tur^ 
ner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortland t,  jun.^  Laban  Whea- 
toh,  Leonard  White,  WUliam  Widgeiy,  and  Thonuui 
Wilsonr-77. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  McKim  to 
amend  the  said  resolution  by  striking  bat  these 
words':         -  "    ' 

"Permit  our  merchant  vessels,  owned  exclusively 
by  resident  citiaens,  and  commanded  and  navigat^ 
solely  by  citizens,  to  arm  undier  proper  regulations,  to 
be  prescribed  by  law,  in  self-defence  against  all  unlaw- 
ful proceedings  against  Jhem  on  the  high  4Mas,"  Ibr  the 
purpose  of  inserting  the  foOowing :  *'  authorise  mer> 
chant  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  arm,  under  proper 
MgnlatioBS,  to  be  piescribed  by  law :'' 

And  th«  qntetioQ  being  taken  eo  to  amend,  il 
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was  dcleroM««d  in  tli^<  D«gali¥e — yeas  24^  Dftys 
SS,  as  follows : 

Tbas — WUIism  Anderaon,  SteVenson  Arcber,  Josiah 
Bartlett,  WilUaiA  ^lockledM,  John  Clopton,  Xewis 
Condit,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  F.eUx  Grundy,  Boiling.  9aU, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Joseph  Kent,  Abter  Lscock,  Pe^r  Lit- 
tle, George  C.  Maxw,eU,  Thomas  Moor^,  Alexmn^ 
McKim,  Anthony  New,  Thonnas  Newbold,  Stephen 
QTmsby,  Samuel  ilinggold,  George  M.  IVoup,  David 
R.  WtUiams,  William  Widgery^»  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — WiHis  Alston^  jun.,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekxel 
Bacon,  John  Baker,  David  Bard^  Wiflittn  W.  Bibb, 
Abijah  Bilpelow,  Harmanus  Bleeoker,  Thomar  Blount, 
Adam  Boyd»  James  Brsckenridge,  Elijah  Brigkam, 
Itobert  Qrown,  William  A.  BorweU,  William  Butler, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, James  ^Cochran,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  WilUaiii 
(^wfiml,  Jofas^'DaveBport,jupior,  Roger  Davis,  John 
DavfsoD,  Joseph  Desha,  WiUiam  Cly,  William  Find- 
ley,  Asa  Fitchj  Meshack-  Franklin,  I'bomas  Gholson, 
Tiiomas  It.Gold,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Peterson 
Ckwdwyn,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyno- 
maa,  Richard  J&ekson^  jttn.,,Richaid  M«  Johosoo,  Wil« 
Mara  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Robert  Le 
Roy^  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle>  Na- 
^aaiel  Maooa,  Archibald  McBi;yde^  William  McCoy, 
Amaah  Metcalf,  Jamte  MilnoT)  Samuel  L.  MitchiU, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Korrot^,, Jonathan  O;  Mpse* 
ley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Nj!)wtotiL  William  Pauld- 
ing, jun^  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
^per,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasand,  junior, 
Benjamin  Pdnd,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Blisha  R.  Potter, 
Joiiah  Qulncy,  Wiltiara  Reed,  H«Hr ,  M.  Rldgely, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roana,  Jonathan  ^Krts,  William 
Rodman,  Bbpnezer  Sage>  Thomas^Riamons,  Ebo^ 
necer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shef-* 
fey,  John  Smtlie,  George  Smithy  John  South,  Rteh^ 
ard  Stanford,  Fhil^  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturv 
ges,  'Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pel^ 
TidloMm,  Cbaiies  Tnrner,  junior,  Pierre  Vad  Cort- 
kndt,janior,  Laban  Wheaton^  Leonard  WJitte».  and. 
Thomas  Wilion.  ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  'lo  coBcnr  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whble  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  in  their  agreement  to  the  said  sixth 
resolution,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Kelations ;  and  resolved  io  theAffirmative — 
yeas  97,  nays  Z2,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Josiah  Bartlett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelbw,  WUliam  B^ack- 
ledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breck'enridge,  Elir 
jab  Brigham,  Wm  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  Wil- 
liam  Crawford  John  DavenpOrt,  junior,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Wil-. 
liam  Ely,  Wm.  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Ooldsbo- 
lough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Onindy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson, 
junior,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Willism  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  he  Roy  lAnnj^n,  Aaron  Lyle^  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  WiUiam 
MeCov,  Amnah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jonathan-  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Mawbold,  Thamaa  Newton,  Stc^hea  Ormsby,  Wil* 


liam  J^i^ding,  ymot,  Joim^  Peanon,  Israel  Piek- 
ens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  ji^ipr,  James 
Plefksants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Eiisba  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quinoy,  WiUiam  Reed,  Henry 
M.  Rldgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roanot 
Ebenezer  Sags,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith, 
Silas  Stow,  liowis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin TaUmadge,  Peleg  Tallmat^  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Tpmer,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  junior,  Labon  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Wm* 
Widgery,  aaid  Thomas  Wilaon. 

NAYS-^Steyenson  Aricher,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  James  Cochran^ 
Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent,  William  Lowndes,  Natha- 
niel Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Sam* 
uel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
William  Rodaian,  Daniel^  Shefley,  Richard  Stanford, 
PhiUp  Stuart,  Ro^bert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  WiUiaras, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Orderee/,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolntW;  and  t&t  the 
Committee  on  Fotreign  Relations  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same.   ' 

FfiiDAT,  December  20, 

Ordered^  That  Mr^  New  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing on  the  committee  appointed^  the  13th  ultimo, 
on  the  memorial  of  Matthew  Lyon,  who  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  prosecutions  before  courts 
of  the  United  States,  for  libeU  under  the  sedition 
law ;  and  that  Mr,  .Grdndt  be  appointed  of  the 
said  comin.ittee  in  his  place. 

Mr.  PadloIng  presented  a  petition  of  Peter 
Laudais,  praying  to  be  allowed  and  paid  his  share 
of  prize  money^  in  three  vessels  captured  by  hini 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  while  commander  of 
the  United  States' frigate  Alliance.     .    - 

Mr.  P«  moved  t^at  tbe  petition  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee ;  negatived^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  raise-  ^n  additional  military  force ;"  to 
wbich  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee.on  Foreign  Relaiionls. 

The  Hoitse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation 
from  the  United  States,  ot  Territories  thereof,  of 
any  goods.  Wares,  or  merchaDdise^  under  the  au- 
thority of  permits  or  licenses  derived  from  any 
foreign  Power;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, t^e  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  completing  the 
existing  Military  Elstablishment,  was  read  the 
third  time  in  Committee  of  the.  Whole,  and 
passed-ryeasllO;  nays  11,  as  follpws: 

Y«A8 — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  WiUiam  Anderson,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Bakerj  Joeiah  Bart- 
lett, Bnrwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wm.  Bhick- 
ledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  James 
Brsckenridge,  Elijah^ Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  Wiltiam 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lang- 
don Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis 
Ctmdtt,  WiUiam  Osawfosd,  Roger  Davis,  John  fiaww 
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•onj  Joseph  Detfaa,  Samael  Dinsmoor^  EBas  Earle, 
William  Findlej,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Mesback 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsborought  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Gredn, 
FeKz  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  AarOn  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  G.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKpe,  Alexan- 
der McKim,  Arunah  MetcaJf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchillj  Jas. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  junior, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,-  Thomas 
SammoDs,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  8ey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  )ohn  Bmilie,  Geo. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Samuel 
TaggarL  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri. Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
iunior,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  William 
Widgery,  Thomas  Wilisou,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright.     . 

Nats — ^Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  Ly- 
man Law,  Joseph  Lewis^  junior,  EUsha  R.  Potter, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  and  Laban 
Wheaton. 


Satubdat,  December  21. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  PoiNBExtBB,  theHonse  pro- 
O0eded  to  consider  the  resolution  j?ubmitted  by  him 
on  the  19ib  io%tant;  when,  Mr.  P.  withdrew  the 
resolution,  and  moved  that  the  letter  of  Cowles 
Mead,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatires 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  with  the  present- 
ment of  the  grand  jury  of  mid  win  county,  in 
said  Territory,  against  Harry  Toulmin,  Jud^e  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  Washington  District,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  coiisider  and  report 
theredn  to  the  House ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
Messrs.  PoiNOEXTER,  Bibb,  Rhba,  Calhoun,  Ta- 
LiAFBBBo,  BiQBCow,  Bod  Champioh^  wcr^  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

STATUTES  OP  LIMITATION. 

Mr.  Qholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  4be  House 
of  the  11th  ultimo,  to  inquire -into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  or  suspending  the  various  acts  of 
limitation,  so  far  as  thej  operate  to  bar  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  descriptions  of  claims,  made  a 
report  thereon. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oh  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Rees  Nacna  and 
others.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  they  have  bestowed  on  the  resolution  that  ftall 
eonsideration  to  which  it  was  entitled.  They  felt,  on 
the  one  hand,  sincere  solicitade  to  devise  some  just  and 
adequate  method  of  satisfying  the  claims  in  question ; 
while,  on  the  other,  they  were  forcibly  struck  with  the 
BiMToidable  scenes  of  speculation  and  fraud  which 
th«  r^eal  or  suspeoaioA  of  any  of  th/& 


acts  of  limitation,  whereby  those  clanss  are  barred.  If 
the  old  soldier,  his  widow,  or  his  orphanrwere  alone  to 
be  benefited  by  such  suspension,  yonr> committee  would 
not  hesitate  to  reoommendit.  Past  experience,  how- 
ever, hath  evidently  shown  that  similar  legislative  in- 
dulgences have  enured  almost  .exclusively  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  unprincipled  speculator,  and  those  who 
avail  themselves  of  the  igi^orance  and  subsist  upon  the 
misfortunes  of  others.  We  have  innumerable  exam- 
ples of  the  trut^  of  this  positioil,in  the  consequences 
that  resulted  not  only  from  the  various  suspensions  of 
these  acts  which  have  hitherto  taken  place,  but  more 
especially  from  the  adoption  •of  the  FumMag  System. 
It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  conse- 
quences ;  they  are  too  well  known. 

Although  a  communicatisn' received  from  the  Treas- 
ury at  a  former  session  holds  out  an  opinion  that  there 
are  in  the  possession  of  that  DepartmenC  sofficieirt 
checks  and  guards  to  potect  the  United  States  from 
imposition  sod  fraud  in  the  payment  of  a  certain  part 
of  those  daimf^  the  committee  are  difierently  impress- 
ed.' They  have  seen  a  transcript  from  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  published  to  the  world, 'exhibiting  the 
names  of  a  certain  class  of  claimants;  and  to  sup- 
pose that  a  facility  of  this  kind,  thus  offinred  to  specn- 
lative  artifice  and  management,  would  not.be  seised 
upon  and  used  by  the  speculator  to  impose  upon  Gov- 
ernment, is  to  suppose  a  thing  contrary  to  all  experi- 
ence. The  committee  feel  themselves  by  no  meaac 
able  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  a  just  claim 
liquidated  and  a  just  one  unliquidated ;  and  to  attempt 
the  invidious  task  of  distinctipa  in  point  of  ment, 
where  there  can  be  no  difiference,  and  to  open  the 
statutes  of  limifal^n  in  oider  to  relieve  a  part  or  a  few 
frivorite  classes  of  claims,  does  not  comport,  in  th« 
view  of  your  committee,  with  any  principle  of  iaim«»s, 
or  with  that  equal  system  of  distributive  justice  which 
ought  to  be  di^ebsed  toward  aU.  When  they  take  a 
retrospective  new  of  the  subject,  and  find,  that  most  of 
those  statutes  were>first  passed  in  the  times  «nd  under 
the  patriot  counsels  of  the  old  Congress,  and  that  the 
mere  g<Sneral  one  which  took  effect  in  1794  was  paseed 
under  die  Administration  of  General  Washington,  who 
was  himself  the  chief  of  soldiers  as  he  was  the  chief  of 
their  patrons  and  friends  in  every  station ;  but  he  was 
equally  the  friend  of  his  country,  and  gave  that  act  the 
sanction  of  his  name,  as  founded,  at  least,  in  a  poIicT  of 
general  justice  and  right,  which  the  'Government  had 
been  at  length  obliged  to  resort  to  and  maintain  in  self- 
defence  ;  that  every  Congress  since  has  invariably  ad- 
hered to  the  general  policy  of  those  laws ;  and,  after 
the  lapse  pf  so  many  years,  when  the  difficulty  of  doing 
justice  has  increased  with  the  increase  of  time,  and 
when  a  partial  repeal  would  but  tend  to  increase  the 
discontent  and  dissatisfkctioh  of  every  class  of  claim- 
ants which  should  remain  unprovided  for,  •  the  commit- 
tee cannot,  from  any  view  they  have  been  able  to  take 
of  the  subject,  recommend  the  repeal  or  suspension  of 
any  of  those  statutes.  >They  would,  therefore,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution :' 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  repeal  or  aos- 
pend  any  of  the  acts  of  limitation,  whereby  the  afore- 
said descriptions  of  claims  are  barred. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

The  House  resol^red  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select  com  mi  ttes 

appointed  to  prepare  such  Standing  Rules  and 

Orders  of  Proceeding  as  are  proper  to  he  ohavvaii 
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thereiD.  The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  tlieir 
agreement  lo  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  Proceeding 
as  contained  therein;  with  several  amendments ; 
all  of  which  were  severally  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

A  motion  was  mafde  by  Mr.  Lagook  to  amend 
the  said  Roles  by  striking  out  these  Words :  ^  He 

*  shall  (meaning  the  Speaker)  have  the  right  lo 

*  name  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  tlie 
'  Chair,  but  such  substitution  shall  not  extend -be- 

*  yond  an  adjournment  |"  which  wa«  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Nelson  nopved  to  amend  the  said  Rules 
by  adding  to  the  last  paragriiph,  relating  to*  the 
previous  question,  the  words  Allowing :  "  If.  the 
^  previous  question  be  decided  affirmatively,  ejvery 
'  member,  who  shall  not  have  spoken^  shall  have 
^a  rfjrht' to  speak' once  upon  the  main  ques- 

*  tion." 

After  debate  thereon,  an  lidj6ammeat  was  call 
ed  for,  and  carried. 


Monday,  December  23.  • 
Mr.  CoNMT  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  man- 
ufacturers of  bai*  iron,  castings,  nails,  dsc,  in  (he 
State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  that  the  importa- 
tion of  iron  from  foreign  countries  may  be  pro- 
hibited, or. that 'additional  duties  may  be  laid  on 
the  importation  thereof. — Referred  td  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Porter  presented  a  petition  of  tlie  Com- 
missioners of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying 
the  co-operation  and  aid  of  Congress  hi  openhig. 
**  a  canal  natigntjon  between  the  Qrekt  Lakes  and 
Hudson's  river."— Referred  to  the  cdmra'ktee  ap- 
pointed, the  seventh  insli^Rt,  on  the  petition  of  the. 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Canal  Com- 

giny  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  Messrs.  Porter,' 
ARTLETT,  BrIGHA^,  JaC^SON^  MoSELEY,    HuF- 

TY,  STtfONO,  PicicENS,  WiLLi AM8,  Hall  of  Geor- 
gia, Orm6bt,  Grundy,  Morrow,  and  Bard,  be 
added  to  the  said  committee. 

A  Message  was  received  H'oiti  the  President  of 
the  United  States  communicating  copies  of  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  New-  York,  relating  to 
a  canal  from  the  great  lakes  to  Hudson  river. — 
Referred,  dbc. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claitns, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
JoBe|»h  Wheaton ;  which  was  concurred  in,  and 
the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  bis'^petition 
and  accompanying  documents. 

IMPORTS,  TONNAGE,  Ac. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin, 

Besolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  several  banks  in  which  the  public  money 
18  deposited,  and  the  ampunt  which  is  designated 
\o  each  bank,  together  with  the  greatest  amount 
that  has  been  deposited  in  each  bank  at  any  one 
period,  since  the  fourth  day  of  March,  Anno 
Domini  1811 ;  and,  also,  the  amount  deposited  in 
eacb  bank  on  the  thirtieth  of  September,  Anno 
JDomiai  1811 ;  add  he  is  ako  directed  to  inform 


this  House  on  what  terms,  under  what  authority, 
and  on  what  security,  such  deposftes  are  made. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  that 
the  Hoiyie  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resohedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amount,  in  value,  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
United  States,  for  each  year,  from  the  fourth  of  March, 
Anno  Domini  1780,  to  the  close  of  the  year  Anno 
Domini  1810,  as  far  as  practicable ;  distinguishing  the 
imports  and  exports  of  each  State  and  Territory ;  also, 
distinguishing  the  value  of  the  exports  of  domesth: 
{HToductiohs  from  Uiose  of  foreign. 

2.  Rtaolvedi  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  td  lay.  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
district  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  within  each 
State  and  Territory*  for  each  year,  from  the  fourUi  of 
March,  Anno  Domiili  1789,  to  the  close  of  the  year 
1810,  distinguishing,  as  far  as  practicable^  the  amount 
employed  in  foreign  trade,  the  coasting  trade,  and  in 
the  fisheries ;  also,  a  statement  of  the  foreign  tonnage 
employed  in  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  for  each 
year,  during  the  same  period. 

8,  Reaohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
dii^cted  to  lay  before  this  Hdnse  a  statement  of  the 
gro»9  and  net  amount  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage within  each  Btate  and  Territory »  in  each  year, 
from  the  fourth  of  March,  Anno  Domini  1789,  to  the 
close  of  the  year  1810,  with  the  charges  of  collection^ 
together  vrlth  the  amount  of  drawbacks  for  each  year, 
in  ^ach  State,  during  the  same  period. 

The  Resolutions  were  read,  add*  the  first  con- 
curred ill  by.  the  House,  and  .the  second  and  third 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  Saturday.  The  amend- 
ment propose4  by  Mr.  Nelson  being  again  read, 
as  follows: 

**  That  when  the  previous  question  is  ordered  to  be 
taken,  open  t)M  main  question  being  put,  every  mem- 
ber, who  has  not  already  spoken,  shall  have  liberty  to 
speak  once." 

Mr.  QoLD  said,  the  amendment  now  offered  to 
the  rules  of  the  House,  secures  to  every  member 
the  right  oJT  speaking  at  least  once  on  every  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  The  liberty  of  speech,  and 
fceedom  of  debate,  are  sacred  by  the  Constitution ; 
and  to  refuse  ail  debate,  to  deny  us  the  privilege 
pf  speaking  at. ally  on  the  most  important  ques- 
tions of  peace  and  war,  is  a  subversion  of  the  first 
{principles  of  the  Constitution.  And  what  is  to 
ustify  this  measure  of  imposing  silence  ?  It  is 
said,  the  right  of  debate  has  been  abused.  Let 
gentlemen  beware  how,  for  an  occasional  abuse 
of  a  right,  they  take  away—destroy  the  right  it- 
idf.  What  right,  in  the  whole  charter  of  our 
rights,  has  not  at  some  time  been  abused  1  Man 
is  frail,  and  why  should  not,  at  times  of  public 
agitfition  and  ooncussion  of  parties,  abtises  arise  1 
debate  become  angry  and  be  prolonged?  And 
ibr  this,  is  the  principle  to  be  adopted,  that  the 
right  shall  be  forever  siippressed  and  destroyed  ? 
— the  principle  that  absolute  silence  shall  be  im- 
posed on  a  minoritv?  Sir,  Philip,  the  tyrant  of 
Maeedoo,  dbliked  tae  freedom  of  speech  and  de- 
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bate  in  Ath«ii« :  it  aondyed  htm ;  fur  thi^  cau$e, 
Demosthenes  was  pursued  to  the  aJtar,  where  he 
expired.  The  pnneiple  coDioDded  for  by  the 
majoriiy  (supposed  abuse)  will  be  found  to  justi- 
fy the  most  odious  usurpations  recorded  in  histo- 
ry; liberty  is  abused,  and  chains  are  forged  to 
restrain  it.  , 

Gentlemen  of  .the  majority  insist,  that  the  rule 
will  not  be  abused ;  that  the  majority  will  not 
executes  the  rule  arbitrarily.  The  ^imendment, 
now  offered  to  the  rules,  stipulates  only  for  liber* 
ty  to  each  member  tp  speak  once.  Now,  sir,  if 
this  be  denied,  and  the  rule  is  ever  executed,  the 
abuse  is  inevitable,  it  is  necessarily  Involved  in 
the  very  execution  of  the  rule. 

Neither  the  journals  of  our  State  Legislatures 
nor  the  laws  ol  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
afford  examples  for  thu9  arbitrarily  proceeding. 
Debate  is  admitted  in  the  British  Parliament  on 
the  previousquestion ;  our  rules  exclude  it  on  both 
the  j)reviou8  and  main  question.  Beside,  sir,  I 
need  only  refer  gentlemen  to  the  mantralof  par- 
liamentary  law,  from  the  hand  of  the  third  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  show  that  the  previ- 
ous question  was  confined  to  subjects  of  ddicacy, 
which  a  due  regard  to  the  interesu  of  the  State 
or  its  Gh>verament  forbade  to  be  agitated*  How 
much,  sir,  has  this  question  been  perverted .  from 
its  proper  province,  to  silence  all  debate  and  force 
the  question,  the  passage  of  the  law !  Such  mea- 
sures are  dangerous  to  freedom,  and  afford,  iaevil 
times,  the  most  fatal  examplies. 

Mr.  Smilib  said,  he  was  a  friend  io  freedom  of 
debate,  but  that  there  was  a  difference  between  this, 
and  that  abuse  of  it,  when  you  cannot  get  a  deci- 
aion  without  an  exertion  of  physical  strength. 
This  Jias  been  our  case  several  times.  The  rule 
now  proposed  to  be  altered  is  thetold  rule,  and  is 
only  restored.  We  very  well  know,  that  a  debate 
bts  been  often  pvolooged  merely. to  prevent  a  de- 
cision. We  have  been  kept  till  ten  attd*  twelve 
o^clockai  night,  and  sometimes  till  daylight.  It 
18  an  inconvenience  which  he  at  his  time  of  life 
h^l  seriously  felt.  There  can  be  no  evil  from  the 
rule  ^s  now  established.  The  responsibility  of 
the  majority  is  such  to  the  people,  that,  if  they 
should  abuse  it,  as  ther  minority  nave  their  privi- 
lege, the  people  will  correct  it,  when  the  minority 
shall  fairly  sute  it  to.  them.  He  said  the  majoriiy 
were  also  responsible  to  the  people  totransact  the 
public  business. 

Mr.  Stanford,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smilib,  said,  he 
did  not- think  it  proper  to  give  this  dispensing 
power  to  the  majority,  if  they  by  the  Constitution 
did  not  possess  it,  as  he  contended  they  did  not. 
He  sa>d,  we  nave  heard  of  a  sedition  iair,  and  the 
reign  oj  terror:  The  bill,  when  first  introduced 
ior  that  law,  went  to  prevent  fre>dom  of  speech. 
This  rale,  in  his  opinion,  mueh  more  deserved  the 
character  of  a  "  Go^-too,"  than  the  SediUon 
law  did. 

Mr.  WRt«BT  mentioned  the  great  abuses  of  this 
privilegeof  the  minority  thelasl  winter.  He  saidjif 
we  don't  establish  a  written,  decent  rule,  we  must 
have  a  common  law  rule,  such  as  thev  have  in 
tbe  British  House  of  Commons,  to  shuffle  and 


put  down,  whea  the  abuse  of  this  privilege  be- 
comes enormous. 

Mr.  CtoiNQT. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  regard  this 
question  in  the  li^ht  in  which  some  of  its  advo- 
cates, as.  well  as  its  opponents,  have  considered 
it;  as  a  mere  contest  for  power  between  the  ma- 
jority and  the  minority.  It  is  of  an.  higher  char- 
acter. It  affects  the  essential  principles  of  civil 
liberty,  and  saps  its  hopes  at  its  very  foundation. 
I  rejoice  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Nelson,)' has  limited  his  proposition,  so  as  to  pre- 
clude any  mistake  concerning  the  object  of  it. 
We  are  not  now  advocating  an  unrestrained  priv- 
ilege of  debate.  The  inquiry  is,  shall  a  main  ques- 
tion ever  be  taken  in  this  deiiberaiive  body,  un- 
til every  member,  who  has  not  already  spoken, 
shall  h«ve  had  an  opportunity,  if  he  wishes  lo 
avail  himself  of  it,  to  speak  at  least  anee  upon  the 
queetion?  The  ground  takeaby  those  who  op^ 
pose  the  propositron,  is  that  of  necessity  and  con- 
venience. These  are  the  very  points,  which,  in 
a  free  coun(r^,  ought  most  vigilantly  to  be  guard- 
ed. For  it  IS  here  that,  the  spirit  of  despotism 
always  lies  in  ambush.  Under  the  cover  of  ne- 
cessity, or  convepience,  it  steals  upon  the  liberties 
of  a  people,  and  never* fails,  sooner  or  later,  to 
make  them  its  prey. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  subject  is  ia 
some  respects  difficult  to  manage,  with  any  hope 
of  convincing.  There  i$  a  state  of  feeling,  boUi 
Tj^ithin  this  House  and  out  of  it,  very  unpropitious 
,to  an  impartial  debate.  In  this  House  it  is  argued 
as  a  question  concerning  who  shall  have  the 
power,  a  majority,  or  a  minority.  And  as  it  is 
agreed,  on  all  hands,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power,  abuse  may  happen,  the  present  majority, 
like  all  other  majorities,  have  a  prevailing  inclin- 
ation to  reserve,  in  their  own  hands,  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  abuse.  And  without  doors,  the  sub- 
ject is  of  less  difficulty.  For,  of  late  years,  the 
popnhir  ear  has  been  so  vexed  with  speech  upon 
speech,  wind  upon  wind,  the  public  pati^ce  nas 
been,so  exhausted,  in  hunting  up  the  solitary  grain 
of  sense,  hidden  in  the  bushils  of  chafi^  that  it  U 
rea^dy  to  submit  to  any  limitation  of  a  privilege, 
yvhith  subjects  it  to  so  irksome  a  labor.  The  peo- 
ple are  almost' ready  to  exclaim,  ^^  do  what  you 
w;jll  with  the  liberty  of  speech,  provided  vou  will 
save  us  from  that^oi^  of  words, -with  which  we 
are,  periodi^ly,  inundated." 

Now,  this  is  the  very  state  of  the  pablic  mind 
in  which  the  corruption  of  essential  principles 
commences.  Throiigh  apparent  necessity,  or  tern- 
porairy  convenience,  or  disgust  at  abuse,  the  popu- 
lar sentiment  is  made  to  acquiesce  in  the  intro- 
duction of  doctrines  vitally  inconsistent  with  the 
perpetuity  of  liberty. 

I  ask  the  House  to  consider  what  is  that  princi- 
ple of  civil  liberty,^ which  is  amalgamated  and 
identified  with  the  very  existence  of  a  ieffisktive 
body.  In  what  does  it  consist  ?  And  what  is  its 
character  1  It  consists  in'  the  right  of  delifoera- 
tiona  And  its  character  is.  that  it  belongs  not  to 
the  body,  but  the  individual  members  constituting 
the  body.  The  body  has  the  power  to  control  and 
to  regulate  its  exeretae.  But  it  hat  not  the  power 
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to  take  9LW9tj  that  right  liltogtfther,  bjr  the  opera* 
tion  of  any  general  principle.  -An  indivjdnal 
meml>er  may  render  himself  nnworthy  of  the 
priyilege.  He  may  be  set  down ;  be  ma^  be  de- 
nied the  rights  beeaose  be  has  abused  it.  But 
whenever  a  legpislatiye  bbdy  assumes^  to  itself  the 
power  of  stopping,  at  its  will,  all  lieb^te,  at  uny 
stage  of  deliberation,  it  assumes  a  power  wholly 
inconsistent  witb  the  essential  rieht  of  deltbera-  ^ 
tion,  and  totally  destructive  of  that  principle  of 
civil  liberty  which  exists,  and  is  identified  with 
the  exercise  of  that  right. 

The  right  of  every  individoal  •fntoiber  is,  in 
fiiet,  the  right  of  hi^  constituents.  He  i»lbut  their 
Ret^resentative.  It  is  in  tbeir  majesty,  that  he 
appears.  It  is  their  right  that  he  reficMsts.  The 
right  of  being  heard  by  tbeir  Representative  is 
the  inhertnt  and  atkaotute  richt  of  the  people. 
Now,  it  is  in  the  es^atial  character  of  sacha 
right,  that  it  exidte,  indepen4ent,  i^nd  in  despite  of 
any  man,  or  body  of  men,  whatsoever.  It  is  ab- 
surd to  say,  that  any  right  is  independent,' which 
depends  ppon  the  will  of  another.  It  is  absbrd  to 
say,  that  any  right  is  absolute,  which  Is  wholjy 
relatif  e  to  the  inclination  of  another ;  which  lasts 
only  as  long  as  he  chooses,  and  terminates  at  his 
nod.  Now,  whether  this  power  be  exercised  by 
one,  or  many,  it  matters  not.  The  principle  of 
civil  liberty  is  ffone^  when  the  inherent  and  abso- 
lute nature  of  the- n^ht  is  gone. 

Apply  this  reasoning  to  the  case  before  osl  It 
is  impressible  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  as  bqr  rules 
and  orders  stand,  independent  of  the  proposition 
now  offered  as  an  amendnrent,  it  is  in  the  power 
of  a  majority  to  preclude  all  debate,  upon  any 
question,  and  fbrce  every  metnber  of  the  House  to 
vote,  upon  any  proposition,  without  giving  him 
the  opportunity  of  explaining  his  own  reasons,  or 
stating  the  interests  of  his  constituents  This  is 
undtmiable.  Is  i^  not,  them,  phiip  and  conclusive, 
that,  as  our  roles  end  orders  now  8tand,.according 
to  recent  construction,  every  member  of  this 
House  holds  his  right  of  speaking,  not  on  the 
f»rincip)e  of  his  constituents,  whose  Representa* 
tive  he  is,  but  upon  the  will  of  the  majority^  of 
this  Hotiie?  For  that  which  another  may  at  any 
time  tafee  away  from  me,  I  hold  not  by  my  own 
Ti|rbt,  but  at  his  wiU.  Oan  anything  be  more  ob- 
viously at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tutioa  and  the  first  principles  df  civil  liberty  ?   • 

Let  not  any  man- say  this  power  will  not  be 
abused.  In  the  nature  of  things  h  must  be  abused. 
This  is  the  favorite  aigument  of  every  despotism, 
and,  of  course,  will  not  fail  to  be  urged  whep  it  is 
about  to  plaut  itself  in  the  very  temple  of  liberty. 

I  have  chosen  to  consider  this  subject  in  rela- 
tion to  the  right  of  the  wholy  body,  and  of  one  of 
its  individual  members,  rathe,r  than  to  that  of  a 
majority  and  minorityr.  The  right  to  speak  is 
an  individual  right.  Limit  it  as  you  please,  con- 
sistent with  a  single  exercise  of  thaft  right.  But 
when  this  is  taken  away,  or,  which  is  precisely 
the  same  thing  so  far  as  it  respects  the  principle 
of  civil  liberty,  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  one  or 
many,  at  its  sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  to  take 
it  away,  there  is  no  longer  any  right*    We  h^t^ 


our  tenure  of  speech  as  the  alave  has- his — at  the 
will  of  a  master. 

But'itissaid  that  the  Legislature  must  some- 
times ^Vaet,"  and  that  individuals,  by  an  abuse  of 
this  liberty  of  speech,  prevent  the  whole  body 
(Vom  "acting^''  AU  I  say  is,  limit  the  exercise  of 
the  right  as  you  please,  only  do  not  assume  to 
yourselves  the  power  of  taking  away  the  whole 
riffht,  at  your  pleasure. 

it  is  in  this  4octrine,  of  ^  the  necessity  of  act- 
ing,'' that  lies  the  whole  mystery  of  that  error, 
which  we  are  now  combating/  Striotly  speaking, 
a  Legislative  body  never  "  acts."  Its  province  is 
to  deliberi^te  and  decide.  "  Action"  is,  alone,  cor- 
rectly attributable  to  the  Executive.  And  it  will 
be  fouikd.  that  all  the  oases,  in  which  this  necessi- 
ty of  "action"  has  beev  urged,  have  been  cases  in 
which  the  Lef^islativfc  body  has  departed  from  its 
appropriate  ddties  of  deliberation  and  decision, 
and  descended  to  be  an  instrument,  or  engine,  of 
the  Bxecutive.  I. hesitate  not  to  say,  that  this 
•position  mav  be  proved  by  almost  every  in- 
stance in  which  this  necessity  of  action  has  been 
urged..  It  was  ai^  Executive  baste  to  its  own  pur* 
poeeSj  which  prevailed  upon  the  Legislative  body 
to  deny,,  to  its  own  menibers,  their  privileges. 

It  has  been  asserted,  that  ^'  if  this  amendment 
passes,  this  will  be  the  only  deliberative  body  in 
the  world  which  cannot  stop  debate."  On  the 
othet  k^nd  I  assert,  that  if  this  amendment  does 
not  pass,  this  will  be  the  only  deliberative  body 
in  the  world,  pretending  to  be -free,  in- which  it  is 
in-the  power  of  a  majority  to  force  a  decision, 
without  any  deliberation.  It  is  not  true  that,  in 
the  British  Parliament,  the  previous  question 
stops  debate  and  forces  decision  on  the  main 
question  f^ithout  ddiberation.  The  previous  ques- 
tion there,  if  decided  in  the  negative,  suppresses 
debate;  by  postponing  the  main  question.  And 
until  1807,  the  pmotice  add  rules  of  this  House 
permitted  debate  of 'the  main  question,  after  an 
affirmative  decision  of  a  pevious  question.  Who 
ever  undertakes  to  examine  the  subject  will  find 
it  as  I  have  statedi 

It  is  not  true,  that  this  power  ever  was,  or  ever 
can  be  necessary ^  in  a  Legislative  body.  In  every 
case  in  which  the  previous  question,  according 
(6  recent  construction,  has  been  pressed  upon  the 
House,  it  will  be  fpund  that  there  was  no  NcUional 
or  l^cUe  necessity  for  an  immed iate decision.  That 
is  to  say,  in  every  Instance  it  will  be  found,  that 
it  was  of  no  sort  of  public  importance  whether 
the  inain  question  were  takevt  on  this  day,  on  the 
next,  or  on  a  third  day.  Always  the  question 
might'hiive  been  taken,  in  a  reasonable  time ;  and 
every  individual  member,  who  chose  to  speak, 
might  have  had  the  privilege,  if  he  pleased,  of 
speaking,  at  lea^t  odce.  As,  tar  as  I  observed,  all 
these  pretences  of  necessity  have' been  easily  re- 
solvable into  party  ounning.  The  subject  was 
one  difficult  to  maintain.  It  had  popular  bearings, 
which  it  suiM  ^ot  the  pleasure  of  the  majority  to 
have  investigated.  They  pressed  the  minority  to 
instant  decision,  bv  refusing  adjoarnment  And 
as  it  happens  in  all  such  cases,  re-action  is  equal 
to  action.    The  nainority  were  put  upon  their 
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mettle,  and  .they  pat  to  tritl  the  metml  of  the 
majority. 

It  is  undoubtedly  trite,  that  this  power  may  be 
sometimes  convenieDt.  And ^  this  is  the  whole 
strength  of  the  argument  of  those  who  oppose  this 
proposition. .  Tile  weak  and  aged  members  of  the 
majority  have  been  kept  all  night  from  their  slum- 
bers, by  a  hale  and  sturdy  minority ;  which  slum- 
bers they  might,  by  the  way,  at  any  moment,' 
have  enjoyed,  if  that  very  n^ajority  had  yielded 
the  point  of  adjournment.  And  is  this  reason  of 
convenience  sufficient,  in  the  ^estimation  of  this 
House,  to  justify  it.  in  depriving  4his  people,  io 
the  person  of  their  Representatives^^  the  essen- 
tial right  of  speaking,  upon  this  flaorl  Is  this  a 
justification  for  such  an  atrocioiis  and  exorbitant 
grasp  at  power,?  Our  patriotism,  nowadays,  can 
submit  to  no  sacrifices.  W«  are  not  content  with 
sldeping,^  if  we  please,  every  day  in  our  seats,  iio- 
less  we  can  sl^ep  also  every  night  of  the  session 
in  our  feather  beds.  And  the^e  feather- bed  patri- 
ots, as  I  understand,  are  all  agog  for  a  march  into 
Canada ;  and,. if  we  believe  them,  are  desirous  of 
nothing  so  much  as  showing  how  those  can  meet 
privation  and  watchfulness  m  the  field,  v^ho  think 
of  nothing  but  comfort  and  sleep  upon  this  floor. 

I  know  there  is  another  argumen-t  urged  in 
favor  of  the  assuf&ption  of  this  power  by  the  ma- 
jority, and  that  is,  the  haste  and  clatter  which 
always  attend  the  end  of  a  session.  Let  oUr  ses- 
sion be  long  pr  short,  the  event  is,  in  this  respect, 
always  nearly  the  same.  What  with  speeiihes 
and  postponemefits,'and^ayin^.down  one  piece  of 
l>usiness  half  finished,  and  taking  up  another,. the 
latter  end  of,  a  session  is  a  political  chaos.  The 
work  of  this  and  the  other  House*  and  that  of  thu 
Palace  into  the  bargain,  is  in  fact  sometimes  to 
be  washed  up,  in  a  night— and'  the  members  of 
all  branches  are  knee-de^p  and  shoulder-deep  An 
the  suds.  '  Now,  this  shows  the  necessity,  not  of 
this  unlimited  power  of  the  previous  question,  but 
of  conducting  public  business  with  more  prospec- 
tive intelligence.  The  House  is  just  like  all  other 
spendthrifts.  It  first  wastes  what  is  i^s  own,  and 
tnen  seeks  howit  may  make  uprits  deficiency  out 
of  the  property  of  other  people'.  We  pillage  the 
public  liberty,  in  order  to  conipensate  for  legida- 
tive  negligence 

I  have  often  been  puzzle^  to  imagine  a  neces- 
sity, which  could  even  apologize  for  such  an  as- 
sumption of  power  as  the  majority,  by  this  new 
construction  of  the  previous  question,  are  attempt- 
ing; and,  until  lately^  I  did  not  believe  that  jt 
could  possibly  exist.  The  only ,  case,  in  which 
there  seemed  t6  me  to  be  an  apology  for  resorting 
to  it,  was,  the  other  day,  when  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Troop)  threatened  to  call  the 

frevious  question  upon  fhe  majority  themselves, 
admired  both  his  mannei;  and  the  occasion  on 
which  he  introduced  that  idea.  And  really  there 
was  something  like  a  necessity.  If  I  understood 
the  view  of  that  honorable  gentleman,  it  was, 
that  he  thought  there  was  not  fighting  matter  to 
spare  in  the  stomachs  of  the  majority;  and  he 
threatened  them  with  thd  previous  question,  lest, 
perad venture,  the  whole  war  spirit  should  ooze 


away  through  the  mouth.  In  this  there  wnsbotk 
discretion  and  patriotism. 

There  is  one  argument  I  was  near  omitting. 
The  great  apology  for  this  assumption  of  power, 
is  the  prolongation  of  debate  by  the  minority. 
Now,  the  length  of  debate  must,  m  a  great  degree, 
depend  u|»on  the  character  of  our  Speaker.'  His 
power  is,  in  truth,  the  power  of  the  House*  It  is 
his  province  to  limit  debate,  where  it  grows  de- 
vious and  irrelevant.  Although  this  unlimited 
power  of  the  previous  question  might  be  nece»- 
sary,  in  times  when  the  Chair  was  not-  filled  by 
any  distinguishe4  intelligence,  yet  now,  when  we 
are  under  the  superintendence  of  a  mind  discrim- 
inating and  impartial',  there  seems  to  be-  as  little 
apology  as  there  is  necessity  for  a  resort  to  this 
power* 

Mr.  Briobam  said,  that  although  he  was  for- 
ward in  life,  he  was  but  of  yesterday  of  this 
House,  and  that  the  rules  and  orders  were  not 
familiar  with  liim.  But  he  exceedingly  regretted 
that  this  House,  in  thfeir  wisdom,  ever  found  it 
expedient  or  proper  to  adopt  a  rule  to  deprive  a 
minority,  or  an  individual  member  of  this  House, 
of  the  freedom  of  debate,-  the. freedom  of  speech, 
a  privilege  so  much  boasted  of  in  this.land  of  lib- 
erty. He  observed  that  he  had  his  rights  in  com- 
mon with  the  other  members  of  the  House,  and 
th^t  he  had  his  duties  to  perform.  ,He  was  not 
ambitious  to  become  a  public  speaker,  nor  would 
he  say  that  he  supposed  he  couLd  speak  to  the  edi- 
fication  or  satisfaction  of  the  House.  But  should 
he,  on  great  questions,  be  denied  the  privilege  of 
speaking  ?  Suppose  tne  question  of  peace  or  war 
should  assume  the  aspect  of  solemnity,  and  it 
should  become  jnecessary  and  important  that  this 
Houib  be  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
and  disposition  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  see- 
tions  of  the  country — and  suppose  a  member  who 
is  not  much  accustomed  to  speaking,  silently  sits 
until  those  gentlemen  who  are  in  &e  habit,  aikl 
are  fond  pf  speaking,  shall  have  exhausted,  them- 
selves in  debate^shall  he»  in  thai  case,  be  ^denied 
the  right  of  speaking — shall  he  be  deprived  of  his 
Constitutional  privileges  and  his  constituents  of 
their  ri^ht  of  representation  on  the  floor  of  this 
House?  . 

He  said,  that  he  was  bound  by  the  oath  of  God 
to  support  the  Constitution,  and  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  country;  but,  if  his  month  is  sto|^ 
ped,  how  can  he  execute  his  trust  or  perform  his 
vows  7  For  this  House,  by  a  rule^  to  interdict  the 
freedom  of  speech,  is  an  assumption  of  power,  and 
a  violation  of  right.  He  hoped,  that  the.  rule  un- 
der consideration  would  be  modified,  and  thnt  the 
proposed  amendment  would .  be  adopted.  He 
wished  that  each  individual  member  might  be 
permitted  to  exercise. his  right  of  speaking  to  any 
question  before  the  House,  at  least  once,  if  he 
chooses. 

Mr.  Nelson  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  said  he  had  no  hesiution  in  declaring,  that 
whenever  right  and  expediency  shall  come  in 
competition,  that  he  should  prefer  right.  He  re- 
marked, that  the  Constitution  seenred  the  freedom 
of  speech  to  theeitizen*    And  are  wej  he  9sktd, 
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to  be  deprived  of  it  whett  we  cbme  to  this  Hoa9« — 
when  we  enter  this  temple  of  liberty?  .Th^  at- 
tempt is  ttot  to  saspend  merely,  but  to  destroy  this 
right,  and  because  we  have  exp^ie need  some  in- 
oonvenience  from  this  exercise.  He  a;^reed  with 
the  gentleman  frofn  Massachusetts,  (Mr.*  CtoiN- 
CY,)  that"  if  the  House  would  do-  their  dtwy, 
and  get  the  business  alOog  in  the  barly  part  of 
the  session,  we  should  never  be  in  the  dilemma 
the  House  were  in,  the  last  s^sioq,  of  Congress ; 
and  that  anjnconvenience  was  k  very  poor  reason 
for  destroying  this  right  of  offering  our  sentiments. 
He- would  rather  recommend  the  turiring  out  of 
doors  a  member  who  should  become  troublesome 
in  speaking  too  long,  than  to  suffer  him  to  stay  in 
the  House-and  prevent  his  uttering  Kis  sentiments. 
Even  expulsion  would  not?  be  a  greater  iilfrin^e- 
ment  of  hfs  risfht.  The  right  of  the  people  is  the 
right  of  thehr  Representatives  to  speak,  deliberate, 
and  decide.  As  to  the  plea  of -necessity,  he  pro- 
tested against  it  as  the  plea  of  tyrants. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  NoHh  Carolina,  expressed  his 
astonishment,  that  th^  gentletoati  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  NblsoNj)  had*  assumed  the  ground  he  h!(d. 
He  said;  there  were  two  parties  in  this  House  ; 
and  asked,  is  it  ever  Jcoown  how  a  question  will 
t>e  decided,  until  it  IS  taken  T    ' 

Mr.  Bassbtt  said,  ifa  stranger  was  present,  and 
should  hear  this  deba^,«he  wonld  suppose  that 
the  question  was  now  for  the -first  time  brought 
forward  iot  the  establishment  of  the  rule^  against 
which  so  much  had  been  said,  when  it  is  well 
known  that  it  has  always  been  the  practice. 

Mr.  FiTriif  said,  the  amendment  now  imder 
consideration  was  proposed  in  consequence  of  a' 
decision  of  the  House,  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, that  when  the  previous  (question  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  there  coOld  be  no  debate  on  the 
main  question ;  the  amendment,  if  adopted,  allows 
a  member,  who  has  not  previously  spoken,  to 
speak  at  least  once  on  the  main  question,  before 
be  is  called  upon  tb  give  his  vote  upon  it. 

The  principle  adopted  by  the  majority,  during 
the  last  days  of  the  last  session,  and  noi«^  soppoyted 
in  the  House,  is  this,  that  ^  majority,  who  may 
happen  to  bepresent,  at  any  lime,  hive  it  in  their, 
power,  by  means  of  a  previous  question,  as  it  is 
called,  to  prevent  all  debate  on  every  question  be- 
fbre  the  House,  however  important  it  may  be ;  to 
seal  up  the  lips  of  every  member,  and  compel  him 
to  vote  u^on  the  question  without  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  his  sentiments  crpon  it,  or  explaining 
the  reasons  of  his  vote.  This,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a 
principle  to  which  I  never  have^  and  to  which  1 
never  iwWgive  my  assent.  What,  sir,  let  me  ask, 
and  where  is  the  rule,  under  which  the  majority 
claim  to  exercise  this  enormous  power— the  power 
of  imposing  silence  npon  any  memher,  on  this 
floor? 

The  rule,  under  which  this  power  is  claimed, 
is  in  the  following  words :  "  The  previous  ques- 
tion shall  be  in  this  form:  Shall  the  main  (ques- 
tion be  now  put?"  It  shall  only  be  admitted 
when  demanded  by  five  members  ;  and,  until  it  is 
deetdad,  shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  further 
debateof  the  main  question,  and  that  "on  a  pre* 
12th  Con.  1st  Sbss.— 19 


vtons  qaestioa  there  shall  be  no  debate."  By  a 
new  construction,  which -a  majority  of  the  House 
thought  proper  to  give  to  this  rule,  at  the  close  of 
the- last  session,  all  debate  may  be  prohibited  on 
any  question  ;  for  five  members  alone  can  demand 
the  previous  question,  aqd  then,  of  course,  all  de- 
bate must  cease,  until  a  decision  be  had  on  that 
question,  and  if  the  previous  question  be  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  by  this  new  construction  of  the 
role,  there  cin  be  no  debate  or  atnendment  of  the 
main  question.  -  Thu«,  sir,  unless  the  amendment 
now  proposed  be  adopted-,  if  a  proposition  for  a  da* 
elarationof  war  against  Great  Britain,  or  any  other 
nation,  should  be  laid  updn  your  table  to^mor- 
.rowi  it  Will  be  in  the  power  of  a  tnajerity  of  the 
House,  and  that  majority  may  coosisc  of  less  thaa^ 
forty  nre^mbei^,  to  impose  silence  upon  every  mem* 
her  of  [his  Honse  ^  and  we  must  be  coropellejd  to 
vote  o6  a  proposition  so  interesting  to  the  prosperi- 
ty, happintef),  and  perhapsthe  final  destiory  of  this 
country,  without  the  poor  privilege  (if  we  might 
chotose  so  tb  do)  of  raiding  our  voices  against  it. 
But,  sir,  the  opponents  of  theamenddnent^ay,  that 
the  construction  given  to  the  rule  the  last  session, 
was  in  confofmity  with  the  universal  practice  of 
the  House,  from  the  establishment  of  the  Govern- 
ment, except  in  two  or  three  instances. 

I  deny,  sir,  that  this  has  been  the  practice,  and 
I  believe  I  may  vehiure  to  assert,  without  fear  of 
contradictioh,  th^t  no  such  power  .ha«  ever  been 
exercised  ovier  the  me^mb^s  of  this  House,  since 
its  organization,  untK  the  last  session.  I  have, 
sir,  examined  the  journals,  with  some  attention^ 
and  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  solitary  instance 
of  the  kind.  On  the  contrary,  many  cases  are  to 
be  fouiid  when  the  previous  question  has  been  de- 
x;ided  in  the  affirmative,  and  that,  immediately 
afti^r  the  main  question  has  not  only  been  amend- 
ed b\i\  has  heea\  debifted.  And  here,  sir,  per- 
mit m€  to  observe,,  that  thfe  rule  itself,  with  Ve- 
spect  to  the  previous  question,  wis  adopted  the 
first  session-'of  the  First  Congress,  and  has  ever 
sirtce  remained  precisely  in  the  same  form ;  and 
no'construciion  was  ever  given  to  it,  so  as  to  pre- 
vejax  debate  on  thie  main  question,  until  the  last 
session,       • 

Perniit  me  to  refer  the  House  to  the  Journal  of 
the  first  session  of  the  Third  Congress,  for  the 
proof  of  what  I  have  stated.  During  this  session, 
the  difficulties  then  subsisting  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain,  became  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, and  a  proposition  for  prohibiting  all  in- 
tercoiirse  with  Great  Britain,  in  case  justice  was 
not  done  as,  Was  then  submitted  to  the  House, 
and  the  previous  question  was  called  upon  it.  ana 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  after  which  the  subject 
was  not  only  postponed,  but,  as  appears  by  the 
Journal,  was  both  amended  and  debated.  It  ap- 
pears also,  from  the  Journal,  in  1795,  that  a  pro- 
position was  ametlded  after  an  affirmative  deci- 
sion- of  the  previous  question.  In  the  year  1798, 
when  a  resolution  was  before  the  House  for  pub- 
lishing the  instructions  to,  and  the  despatches 
from  our  Ministers  to  the  French  Republic,  the 
previous  question  was  moved  and  determined  id 
the  affirmative;  and  it  appears  by  the  Journal  that 
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immediately  after «ijeh  deqisioDT  oa  thejsamedmjr? 
debate  was  bad  on  the  main  questioo.    ^ 

But,3ir,  to  conie  to  ourow^n  times:  on  the  15th 
of  December,  1607,  a  construct jon  was  Kiven  to 
the  rule,  after  mature  deliberation,  by  ajarge  ma- 
jority of  the  Hou9«,ibat  the  main  questioD  might 
be  debated,  after  an  atfrmative  decision  of  the 
previous  question.  This  was  done  on  an  appeal 
trom  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  *'  that  after  the 
previous  question  is  called  for  and  determined  in 
the  affirmative^  it  precludes-all  debate  on  the  Kiain 
question."  The  House  reversed  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  by  103  to  14^  A  similar  decision  topk 
place  on  the  2d  of  December,  1803,  in  the  House 
— 101  to  18.  And,  sir,  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
a  single  decision  of  the  House  to  the  contrary^ 
from  the  first  organization  of  the  Oovf  rnmenjt  on* 
til  the  close  of  the,  last  session.  Indeed,  sir,  ihe 
words  of  the  rule  itself,  fthow  that  the  eonstruc- 
tion,  which  had  so  long  prevailed,  was  the  obly 
true  construction  which  could  be  given  to  it.  The 
words  are,  and  until  it  (viz:  the  previous  question) 
is  decided,  ^  shall  preclude  all  amendment  arid 
further  debate  of  the  main  question."  By  which 
it  is  evident,  that  amendment  and  debate  of  the 
main  question  is  only  precluded,  uiitiUhe  previ 
ous  question  is  decided,  but  that  after  such  deci- 
sion, it  was  ndt  precluded. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  G<jLn,) 
and  the  ffeutleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nilsow,) 
have  truly  staled  that  the  previous  qktstion  was 
ukeo  from  the  rules  of  the  British  Parliament, 
and  they  have  likewise  stated  the  reason  of  its  in- 
troduction into  that  body.  It  waS)  sir,  to  prevent 
debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon  questions 
of  a  delicate  nature  with  respect  to  high  person- 
ages, &c.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  introduced  there  to 
enable  the  Ministry  to  prevent  the  Commons  (r(^m 
opening  their  lips  on  subjects  relating  10  the  Roy- 
al Fanuly  and  the  great  men  .of  the  realm.  But. 
sir,  we  have  ^one  ^lIrther  than  the  Ministry  and 
their  majorities,  despotic  and  tyraoQiical  as  they 
have  been,  have  ever' dared  to  go  in  Parliament, 
For  even  there  members  are  now,  and  always  h^ye 
been,  permitted  to  debate  on  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  but  which  members  on  this  floor  are  i^ot  now 
permitted  to  do.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  nature  of  our 
Oovemment  forbids  that  the  majority  should  have 
the  power  to  prohibit  all  debate  on  questions 
which  may  come  before  this  Housev  We  have 
not,  as  yet,  I  trust,  any  high  personages  in  this 
country  about  whom  it  wotHd  be  iadelicate  or 
improper  for  the  members  on  this  floor  to  speak  ; 
and  let  me  ask  what  subject  of  national  import- 
ance can  be  proposed  for  adoption,  on  which  a 
member  should  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
speaking  at  least  once  before  he  gives  his  vote? 
Nay,sir,  let  meask gentlemen  whether  this  House 
has  a  right  to  compel  me,  or  any  other  member,  to 
vote  on  any  question,  without  giving  me  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  my  reason  for  that  vote.  I 
denv,  sir,  that  they  have  this  right;  as  a  member 
of  this  body,  I  claim  the  privilege  of  delivering 
my  sentiments,  or  what  I  may  consider  the  sen- 
timents of  my  constituents,  on  any  subject,  before 
1  give  my  vote  upon  iu    I  claim  it  not,  sir,  for 


myself^  personally,  but  Idaita  it  in  the  capacity 
of  a  Representative  of  a  free  people,  sent  here, 
not  like  a  member  Of  the  French  Uooocil  of  Five 
Hundred,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  merely,  but 
for  the  purpose  bf  aelibecatlng  on  subjects  of  high 
concern  to  thei^  peace,  their,  prosperity,  their  hap- 
piness. For  what,  sir,  are  we  assembled  here 
under  a  Cdnstitutioii  the  purest  in  the  world  ?  Is 
it  not  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  "  the  general 
welfare"  .of  the  nation  which  we  rispresent  ? 
And  how  is  this  ioh^  doqe,  except  by  a  tree  cono^ 
kiunicatioQ  of  our  sentiments  to  eaph  other,  on 
the  various  plans  which  may  be  proposed  for  that 
object  ?  The  pekce,  the  honor,  and  interest  of  this 
country  is  coanded  to  our  care,  and  while  we  are 
here  deiiberathi|[  on  the  best  means  of  preserving 
the  one  or  securing  and  promoting  ahe  other,  the 
Constitution  has  very  wisely,  thrown  around  us 
a  shield  of  complete  indemnity— <^ for  any  speech 
or  deUite  in  this  ^pvr8e,",we  are  ^^  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned in  any  other  place."  Will  then  the  ma- 
jority claim  the  right  of  depriving  a  member  of 
tbift  privilege  of  speech,  a  privilege  not  only  thus 
secured  to. him  by  the  Constitution  itself^  but  for 
the  due  exercise  of  which  he  is  not  to  he  ques- 
tioned elsewhere?  But,  sir,  those,  who, oppose 
the  amendment  jsay  thai  the  construction  is  found- 
ed' in  necessity;  thai  individual  members  have 
Abused  the  privilege  of  speech ;  that  they  have 
heretofore,  and  probably  will  again,  make  long 
speeches  merely  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  and  of 
embarrassing  the  proceeoings  of  th^  House ;  and 
that  therefore  the  majority'vmust  have  it  in  their 
power  to  stop  debate,  whenever  t|iey  think  proper, 
%nd  that  thk  power  will  always  be  exercised  with 
a  sound  discretion. 

I  deny,  sir,  tik%t  any  .such  necessity  exists;  it  is 
a  plea  easily  made,  but  gfiiaerally  difficult  and  in 
this  case  impossible  ^to  be  supported.  Why  has 
itso  happened  that  this  necessity  has  never  existed 
until  the  last  session  of  Congress  V  MV^^s  it  then 
for  the  first  .time,  that  a  division  of  sentiment  ap- 
peared op  this  floor  ?  were  parties  never  before 
fieaxd  of  in  this  country  ?  Were  not  parties  ar- 
rayed against  each  other  in  1796  on  the  subject 
of  the  British  Treaty:  and  in  1798-9,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  a  war  with  Fraaoe  ?  Were  not  the  dis- 
putes in  this  House,  in  those  times,  as  long  and 
as  bitter,  as  they  have  ever  been  since?  Those 
weie  times,  which. have  been  so  often  quoted  ia 
this  House  as  hard,  and  unconstitutional ;  times 
when  the  reign  of  terror  prevailed,  when  corrupt 
msgorities^  as  h>s  been  often  said  on  this  floor, 
passed  alien  and  sedition  Uws.  And.  yet,  sir, 
with  all  the  political  sins  which  have  been  heaped 
upon  those  majorities,  the  sin  of  having  taien 
away  the  privilege  of  speech  on  this  floor  never 
has  neen,  and  as  1  have  proved  from  the  journals, 
never  can  be  laid  to  their  charge.  This  House, 
by  the  Constitution,  has  the  power  to  "  determine 
the  rules  of  its  proceedings;"  and  in  makihg 
those  rules,  it  has  the  riffht  of  regulating,  bat  luu 
of  entirely  preventing  debate. 

It  would  indeed  be  a  strange  anomaly  in  poli- 
tics, as  well  as  in  law,  that  under  a  general  power 
of  making  rales  of  proceeding,  we  should  noake  a 
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rule  to  prerent  all  proceedings  whateter..  Qen- 
tlemea  may  as  well  assame  the  power  of  prevent- 
iug  a  memoer  from  votiog,  as  may  now  do  ibat 
of  preventing  him  from  speaking.  1  am  willing 
to  ag;ee,  sir^  that  the  privileffe  of  debate,  on  this 
floor,  may  have  been  and  wUl  a^in  be  abased; 
that  on  particular,  subjects  individual  members 
have  spoken  much  longer  than  was  necessary, 
and  I  may  add,  also,  with  much  less  sense  than  a 
majority  might  have  wished ;  and  in  some  in- 
stances they  may  have  pi^olon^ed  their  beeches, 
^merely  for  the  purposes  of  d^lay.  But,  sir,  will 
you  deprive  fc  member  of  the  right  of  speaking  at 
all,  because  he  is  unable  to  convey  his  ideas  in 
few  Words,  or  because  he  may  have  very  few  or 
no  ideas  to  convey  7    Or  because  some  may  have 

Soken  merely  i^  delay  the  proceedings  of  the 
ouse,  will  you*  make  a  general  rule,  by  which 
a  member  ,  may  be  wholly  deprived  of  the  right 
of  speaking  ?  If  indeed,  sir,  evils  do  arise  in  con- 
sequence of  the  liberty  of  Speech  in  this  HoUse,  if 
the  business  of  the  nation  does  not  progress  with 
as  much  rapidity  as  in  countries  under  the  con- 
trol of  an  individual;  they  are  eviis  which  flow 
from  the  very  nature  of  our  Government,  from 
that  freedom  which  we  so  highly  prize,  and  from 
that  very  Constitution  which  we  have  sworn  to 
support.  So  long  as  we  are  men  we  shall  be 
imperfect,  we  shall  bring  with  us  oh  this  floor 
different  vie ws^  different  ideas  on  political  as  well 
as  on  other  siibjects  i  and  it  would  be  strange  in- 
deed if,  on  the  varipus  topies  of  national  import- 
ance brought  before  us  for  discussion,  we  should 
not  at  times  come  into  strong  coUbion  with  >each 
otberl  .  " 

Thet^aestion  on  the  amendment  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  negative— ye^s  36,  nays  76. 

Sir.  ^TANPORD  moved  to  amend  the  ruD^s  by 
ing  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph  relating  to 
priority  of  business,  the  wofrds  ^*  but  no  question 
of  consideration  sh&H  he  required  itpon. an  origi- 
nal motion  f*  which  was  also  determined  in  the 
neflnttive — yeas  30,  nays  68.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WiLLfAMS  the  said  rules- 
were  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  '*  five."  in 
the  para|[raph  prescribing  the  manner  in  wnieh' 
the  previous  question  shall  be  tak^to,  abd  insert- 
ing the  words^  one-fifth  df  the.'* 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
said  ruiei  as  amended,  and  determined  in  the  af- 
flrmative. 


Tuesday,  December  24. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  petitions  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  presented  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  January,  1806,  and  the  thirteenth  of 
February,  1807,  were  severally  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed,  on  the  sixth  instant,  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  Union  Canal  Company,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTER  moved  the  foUowiiig  resolu- 
tion : 

Re$ohed,  That  the  Pr^ident  of  the  United  Qtates 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether  any  nego- 


tiation is  now  pending  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  or  any  other  foreign  Power,  respecting  the  claioi 
of  the  United  States  to  that  tract  of  country  of  which 
possession  was  taken  by  virtue  of  the  President's  proc- 
lamation, bearing  date  the  twenty-seventh,  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 18J0;  andf  aUo,  whether  he  is  possessed  of  any 
information,  Which,  in  his  opinion,  requires  that  the 
Legislative  authority  of  Congress  over  said  country 
should  be  suspended)  with  a  view  to  fliture  negotia- 
^n  on  that  subject 

Th^  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table^ 
.  Mr.  Jenninos  moved  the  following  resolutton : 

Resohcd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be,  laid  before  this  House  any 
additional  information,  vorbal  or  otherwise,  which  he 
may  have  received,  relative  and  important  to  the  pub- 
lic situation  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  which  may  not 
be  improper  to  be  communicated. 

The  resolution  was  r^ad,  and  turdered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Stow  moved  the  following  resolution: 
'Raohed^  That,  should  a  war  ensne  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  eaqiedi- 
ent  to  provide,  by  law,  a  bonaty  to  impressed  Ameti- 
caq  seanDsn,.  and  thJir  associates,  for  each  British  ship 
of.  war  they  may  captore  and  bring  into  an  American 
port. 

The  reeolotion  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  ^n  the  first  Monday  in 
February  nestt. 

The  House  resolved  itself  ibto  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Ptiblie  Lands,  made  the  fifth  inFtant,  on  the 
oetition  of  the  Mavorand  Aldermen  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans ;  ana,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  disagree- 
oaeattathe  resolution  therein  oontained. 

The  resolution  wtti  then  read,  and  is  as  follows : 
r  Reiolvedt  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  se- 
curing to  the  corporation  of  die*  eiiy  of  New  Orieans, 
the  occupaney  and  use  of  a  piece  of  ground  on  which 
it  is  contemplated  to  erect  steam  engines  for  conveying 
water  rato  the  said  ci^y  •'  Provided^  That  if  the  groond 
shall  not  be  so  ooeupied,  or  shall  hereafter  cease  to  be 
so  occupied,  the  claita  of  the  United  States  thereto 
shall  remain  unimpaired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  eonsidera- 
tion  of  the  resolution  was  postponed  until  the 
first  Monday  in  Pebtaary  n^t. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the -Senate  have  passed  a  bill  *' authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  cer- 
tain companies  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontier  of  the  United  States  j"  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the^ Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  first  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers."  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engroised  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Fridav  next. 

!^r.  PoiNDBXTER  moved  tne  following  resolu- 
tion : 


MS 


mSTORT  OF  CONORESS. 


6U 


H.  OF  R. 


Proceedings. 


DBCBimii,  1811. 


Ruolvtdy  That  the  Committer  of  Ways  and  Means 
lie  instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohiV 
iting,  by  law,  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans from  exacting  any  tax,  or  duty,  on  vessels,  boats, 
or  other  crail,  descending  the  river  Mississippi,  having 
on  board  articles  the  growth' or  manirfactore  of  th^ 
United  States,  or  such  articles  of  foreign  growth  or 
manufacture  as  have  been  regularly  imported  into'the 
United  Sutes. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  if^  further  con- 
sideration postponed  until  jhe  first  Monday  in 
February  next. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  theLegis- 
latore  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  prayini;  that  a 
grant  of  land  may  be  made  to  every  officer  and 
•oldier  who  served  in  the  late  expedition  under 
Governor  Harrison,  against  the  hostile  Indians, 
and  that  a  similar  grant  may  be  made  to  the 
heirs  of  those  who  were  killed  in  the  action  of 
the  seventh  ultimo. 

The  Spkaker  also  presented  a.  petition  of  ^*a 
committee  appointed  at  a  meetittg  of  the  officers 
sad  privates  of  the  several  militia  corps  of  KniDx; 
eoaniy,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  who  served  in 
the  late  campaign  under  Gpvernor  Harrison"," 
praying  that  grants  of  land*  may  be  joaaSe'to  the 
neirs  o?  such  pfficeHs  and  soldiers  as  fell  in  the 
action  of  the  seventh  ultimo ;  and  that  compen^ 
.satioD  may  be  made  for  horses  and  other  property 
nnavoidably  lost  or  destroyed  in  uid  action. 

The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed,  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  on  the  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  letters  from  CJovernor  Harrison,  rel- 
ative to  the  action  aforesaid. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  *' authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States*  to  raise  certain 
companies  of-  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontier  of  the  United  States,''  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  that 

SkTt  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to 
ling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments 
of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary  military 

The  third  readinsr  of  the  bitf  from  the  Senate. 
"  for  the  relief  of  Thoraa«j  O^Bannon,'^  was  called 
for;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bl^ckleoge.  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pdb-' 
lie  Lands.    Adjourned  to  Thursday. 


TBi7R£rDAT,  December  26. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the. Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  relating  to- 
marriage  licenses,  in  Washington  county,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  directing  the  applica- 
tion of  the  fees  paid  for  ihem  \  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
oo  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  presented  a  bjll  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize 
certain  volunteer  military  corps;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mouday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 


statement  of  the  vessels  beldnging  to  the  United 
States,  which  have  been  repaired  since  the  year 
1801,  specifying  the  tiine'when  such  repairs  were 
made,  and  the  cost. 

.  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  directing  the  terms  on 
which  lands  sold  at  publioj^ale,  and  that  revert 
for  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold  ;  and, 
after  sotne  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  .ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  ana  read,  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wh61e  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  made  the  fifth  instant,  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory ; 
and, -after  some  time  speAt  therein,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  res- 
•olutions  contained  therein ;  Which  were  concurred 
in, by  the  House,  as  foUoWs : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  repeal  such 
clauses  of  the  laws  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  as 
impose  interest  from  date  of  'the  purchase  on  such  in- 
stalments of  the  purchase-money  as  are  not  paid  when 
they  become  due,  or  to  remit  back  interest  which  may 
have  accrued  on  any  such  instalment.     . 

2.  Resohed,  That  it  is.  inexpedient  to  allow  a  fur- 
ther time  of  twd  years,  from  the  time  the  last  instal- 
ment shall  become  due,  before  a  forfeiture  can  take 
place  for  failure  in  payment  oo  any  future  sales* 

3.  Rttiohcd,  That  the  frirther  time  of  one  year,  for 
completing  the  payments^  ought  to  he  allowed,  respect- 
ively, to  ^l  purchasers  of  public  lands,  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  whose  time  for  completing  the  payment 
of  the  purchase-monjey  may,  or  shall  have  expired  on 
or  before  the  twenty-second  day  of  December,  1812, 
and  whose  land  has  not  been  actually  sold,  or  forfeited 
for  failure  in  payment,  on  condition  ^t  all  arrears  <^ 
interest  shall  be  paid  to  entitle  any  purchaser  to  the 
benefit  of  this  provision.  / 

^he  (^ominitteeon  Public  Lands  were  directed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill,  pursuant  to  the  third 
resolution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the, report  of  the  CoiQmittee  of 
Claims,  made  the  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  on  the 
petition  of  Rees  Naona  and  .others,  to  which 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was'  also  committed 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  of  the 
twenty-first  instant,  on  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing or  suspending  the  stfitutes  of  limitatioa ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Gholson  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Reached,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  all  claims  that 
may  be  referred  to  them,  which  originated  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  notwithstanding  such  claims  may 
be  barred  by  the  statutes  of  limitation ;  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereoa  to  the  House. 

The  resolittion  was  read;  when  the  House 
adjourned. 

Friday,  December  27. 
Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana^  praying 
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that  Ue  seooai  griule  of  TerritorUl  goveninicDt 
nay  be  ezteaded.to  tbe  tBhabhants  of  sakl  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Nklson  also  presented  m  certified  copy  of 
apresentmeot  by  the  ^raodl  jury  of  the  District 
01^ St.  Charles,  in  said  TerriloiT'.  represeiying 
that  the  second  grade  of  Territorial  government 
oxi^ht  to  be  extended  to  that  Territory  j  that  the 
indges  of  the  general  court  ought  to  jeside  in  the 
Territory ;  and  that  further  and  .'equitable  proviso 
ioDs  ougnt  to  be  made  in  faTor  of  rejected  land 
daims.— Jleferred.  .       , 

Mr.  Nblboa  also  presented  a  petition  of  mem- 
bers of  several  Chns^aa  deftominatioos,  reMdiog 
in  the  Western  parts  of  the  United  States,  pray* 
ing  that  mails  may  not  be  carried,  andpost  oiSoea 
may  not  be  opened,  on  Bundays.-^Laid  on  the 
table.      J  ^ 

Mr.  PpiNDB^tTKR  presiented  a  petition,  of  sun- 
dry inhabiiaots  of  the  Mississij^pi  Territory, 
praying  that  the  said  Territory  may  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  ft  ^ate.*rRelerred. 

Mr.  Lb  WIS,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  presented  a  bill  ftirther  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  eityof  Washingtoti;^ 
which  was  read  twiee,  and  eommitted  to  a  Com* 
BHttee  of  the  Whole^on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WiLi.t:sjf8,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  thai  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
r^ates  to  filling  the  ranks  tfbd  prolonging,  the  eih- 
listments  pf  the  regular  troops,  and  to  ^n  auzil- 
iiry  force,  to  whom  was  reC^red  the  bill  from 
the  Seaate  '^aiitfaoriring  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  ran* 
ger^  for  ttie  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  reporte4  the  same  without  amend- 
ment and  the  bill  was  committed  to^  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-jmqrrow. 

Mr.  Porter,  from- the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  ^  to  raise  anadditipnai  military  force,''  re- 
ported thesaime,  with  an  aitoendment ;  which  was 
read,  and,  together  wijth  the  bill,  committed  to 
the  Committee, of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Postmaster  General  on  the  petitions  of  the 
gyndd  of  Pittsburg,  and  of  sundry  members  of 
several  Christian  denominations,  in  the  Western 
parts  of  the  United  Sjates,  relative  to  the  con- 
veyance of  malls  on  Sundays;  which  was  retii^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  oto  Post  Offices 
and  Poet  Roads. 

Aix  engrossed  blU  to  continue  in  f6rce,,fora 
further  liqie.  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  furtner  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar  bar  y 
Powers^"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
sfobmitted  by  Mr.  Gholson  on  the  twenty-sixth 
Instant;  and  the  said  resolutioil  beincraffain  read, 
wa&  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
OB  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  Rees  Nanna  and  others. 

Aa  engrossed  bill  directing  the  terms  on  which 
iandi  sokl  at  private  aak,  and  that  tevart  for  fail- 


ure in  payment,  sbaH  again  be  sold,,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  revision  of  former 
confirmations,  and  for  confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  District  of  Easkaskia.  The  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  more  convenient 
taking  of  affidavits  apd  bail,  in  civil  causes  depend- 
ing in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  ana  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee,  oa 
the  second  instant.  The  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill,  with  tlie  amendment ;  which  waa 
concarred  in  by  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
eaflnrossed^  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  salaries' of  the  officers  of  Got- 
ernment  therein  mentioned;",  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

,     PENNSYLVANIA  RBSOLUTIONa 
.   The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

pRBSinSNT  OP  THE  UlflTRB  STATBd  I 

lb  the  Senate  and  House  of  '  / 

HepresentattveB  cftke  United  States :  ' 
i  Isy  before  Uungress  copies  of  reiiolotions  entered 
into  by  the  Legislatore  of  Pennsylvania,  which  httrt 
been  transmitted  to  me  with  that  view  by  the  Qovemor 
of  thai  State,  In  puiManee  of  one  of  the  said  resoluttoas. 
JAMBS  MADISON. 
WAsAiireToir^  December  27,  1811 . ' 

The  present  ia  a  period  replete  with  national  occnr- 
rences  as  momentous  as  ever  marked  the  annals  of 
the  world.  That  collision  of  kingdoms  and  empires 
which  has  deluged  Eprope  with  bloody  borne  dowa 
the  practice,  and  nearly  extinguished  the  principles  of 
justice  and  humanity,  is  not,  in  its  efiects,  confined  to 
that  anhappv  qaarter  of  the  gl»be.  The  unparalleled 
prosperity,  the  enterprising  spirit,  and  the  expanding 
commeree  of  the  United  States  p(  America,  hcve  ren- 
dered them,  to  the  two  mighty  belligerents,  an  object 
of  envy  and  a  medium  of  retaliation,  pretended  as  to 
one,  and  iniquitous  in  both. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  has  yet  much  to  do  be* 
fore  the  just  claims  of  our  country  can  be  satiafied. 
But  he  has  annulled  those  decreet  which  were  the 
only  legal  obstruction  to  a  friendly  and  commercial 
intercourse  with  his  dominions.  He  has  annulled 
those  very  decrees  On  which  the  British  Government 
soleqinly  declared  its  Orders  in  Council  to  be  suspended. 
To  the  British  Government  and  to  the  world  he  has 
evinced  the  extinguishment  of  those-  decrees  by  the 
united  evidence  of  solemn  profession  and  uniform 
practice.  But  have  the  Orders  in  Council  expired  with 
the  French  decrees  1  Now  Compared  with  their  prior, 
tfaehr  subsequent  operation  has  been  as  life  from  the 
dead.  They  have  been  executed  with  redoubled  rigor. 
Our  seamen  are  impressed,  pur  citizens  robbed,  our 
flag  prostrated,  our  own  waters  iniested,  our  coasting 
trade  annoyed,  our  harbors  blockaded 

WhHe  maritime  oppression  has  thus  risen  to  ita 
•nmmit,  an  Bnvoy  Extraordinary  is  sent  to  our  Gov- 
ernment, not  (as  might  have  been  Reasonably  expected) 
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to  ■often-oor  im^ted  country  by  ooncilUtory  Iftogaa^ ; 
not  to  offer  atonement  for  offences,  and  mdemnifica- 
tiontfor  wrongs  that  are  past:  these,  with  a  single 
exception,  he  pass^  over  as  things  beneath  the  notice 
of  the  British  GoTernment  or  its  Envoy,  or  as  injuries 
to  which  the  inexhaustible  forbearance,  the  piresumed 
timidity,  or  the  abject  debasement  of  the  American 
Government  would  insure  her  silent  subYnission.  He 
commences  a  new  species  and  system  of  insult-  He 
prescribes  to  the  President  what  he  shall  recommend, 
and  what  the  National  Legblatur^  shall  enact.  He 
demands  a  law  which  shall  admit  the  products  and  man- 
ufactures of  Great  Britain^into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  although  American  manufactures  are,  even  in 
time  c^  peace,  excluded  from  the  British-  dominions. 
He  commands  the  American  Government  to  procure 
of  Napoleon  an  abandonment  of  his .  continental  sys- 
tem, and  the  admissioB  of  British  products  and  manU- 
fkctures  into  his'own  and  the  ports  of  bis  allies.  A 
compliance  with  the  first  of  these  demands  is  a  rehn- 
^uiwment  of  sovereignty ;  to  fulfil  the'hittor,  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  neither  right,  nor  power,  )nor  the  ibUy. 
to  attempt.  The  first  is  degrading,  the  second  impos- 
sible. And  yet  a  submission  to  these  royal  mandates 
is  menacingly  declared  to  be  the  only  condition  on 
which  the  Orders  in  Council  shaft  be  repealed,  and 
the  viobtion  of  our  neutral  rights.  diseontMiued* 

Solemnly  impressed  with  these  cons^ratioDs»  and 
contemplating  demands  so  Unjust,  so  unreasoiuble,  so 
disrespectful  to  the  intoUigence,  and  so  insulting  to 
the  sovereignty  of  an  enlij^htoned,  free,  and  indepenti- 
ent  people,  therefore, 

1.  Rewlvedf  by  the  SenaU  and  Houu  of  J2epr^> 
9tntaiiv€9  of  ike  Commontvealth  of  Petktui/ivamfi  in 
General  Assembli^  met.  That  the^policy  of  the  British 
Government,  as'exliibited  by  hernaval  power  on  ^e 
high  seas,  and  expressed  by  her  Envoy  near  the  United 
States,  merits  the  reprobation,  and  cannot  but^  arouse 
the  virtuous  indignation  of  eyery  friend  ofthi^  country 
and  its  €k>vemment.  '  - 

2.  Resolved,  That,  when  submission  or  resistance 
to  the  unjust  demands  of  a  tyrant  is  the  akernative, 
tke  latter  only  can  be  chosen  by  the  freemen  of 
Anierica. 

3.  Reeohed,  That,  though  we  would  rejoice  in  that 
adopt^n  and  practice  ofjustice  which  would  secure  to 
Great  Britain  and  to  the  world  our  friendship  and 
friendly  intercourse,  we  will,  in  order  to  repel  aggres- 
•ion  and  obtain  reparation,  vigorously  exert  all  the 
powers  which  we  possess  to  accelerate  the  accomplish- 
ment of  such  militory  preparations  as  the  wisdom  of 
our  National  Legislature  may  require. 

4.  Resohed,  That  it  is  our  ^uty  a^  legislators  to  em- 
ploy a  suitable  portion  of  the  finances  of  this  Common- 
wealth in  promoting  the  growth  and  prosperity,  and 
in  securing  the  permanence  of  our  infant  manufac- 
tures: that,  as  individuals  of  the  community,' we  will, 
as  much  as  possible,  abstein  from^  wearing  anything  in 
our  apparel  that  is  not  the  product  of  these  manufac- 
tures, and  that  we  will  recommend  the  same  patriotic 
practice  to  our  constituents. 

5.  Resolvedt  That  the  question  merits  serious  con- 
sideration, whether,  in  order  to  suppress  the  system  at 
plunder  and  impressment  on  the  high  seas,  it  would 
or  would  not  be  a  just,  humane,  and  efiSdent  retalia^ 
tion  to  lay  hold  on  property  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment or  of  its  subjects,  whenever  such  property  can 
be  found  to  an  amount  sufiicient  to  indemnify  the 
plundered  American;  and  for  every  impressed  Ameri- 


can cittHOi,  to  seoe  a  subject  of  His  Britannic  Mi^esty^ 
wherever  such  stibject  can  be  found,  and  to  ewbiect 
him  to  imprisonment  and  labor,  corresponding  to  the 
condition  of  the  impressisd  American  on  board  of  a 
British  ship  of  war.    -  ' 

6.  Reaowed,  That  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  and  firm* 
ness  of  the  Executive  and  Councils  of  the  General 
Government  entitle  them  to  our  perfect  confidence, 
and  their  meibures  to  our  prompt  and  zealous  CO* 
operation ;  knd,  in  case  an  appeal  to  arms  should  be 
deemed  necessary.  We  vrill  support  them  at  the  risk  of 
our  lives  and  fortunes. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  jiiis  Common- 
wealth be  instructed  .to  .transmit  an  authenticated 
copy^of^these  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  with  a  request  that  he  commumcMetlieiik 
to  Congress. 

JOHN  TODD,  Speaks  4>ftke  Abifse. 
P.  C.  LANE,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Monday  December  30. 

Soon  a^ter  the  Journal  waaread, 

Mr.  Dawson  rose  an4  addressed  the  Chair. 
The  lowness  of  his  voice,  owing  to  recent  iiidis- 
poaitioo  preTentedr  iiis  bein|^  heard  diatinedjF^;. 
Dot  his  ob^erralioDs  were  nearly  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker— Virgiiria)  my  paieat  State,  haa 
\0Bg  to  moura  the  loss  of  some  of  iier  most  yalu- 
able  8on»  and  estimable  daughters^  who  oo  the 
night  Of  the  26th  of  the  present  Inoiitji,  met  their 
untimely'^end.*  ^  .  ' 

Among  thoae  -who  perished  ia  the  flames,  im 
the  metjopolis  of  that  -State,  on'  that  sad  Bigbt, 
were  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State,  and  a 

geoilemant  well  known  to  many  of  tis,  and  who,, 
>r  year^,  held  an  honorable  station  in  this  House. 
Some  of  the  moat  valuable  and  promtnient  char*- 
acters  Jn  their  profe^sioos,  and  others  who  prom- 
ised ere  long  to  be  ornamenu  to  their  country. 
With,  these,  sir,  was  the  rising*  offspriog^  of  one 
of  6ar  present  most  yaluable  membersi,  and  many 
otheir  amiable  and  virtuous  women  wlio  tidorned 
and  improved  spciety.  * 

These,  Kir,  with  many  others,  have  fallen  vie* 
time  to  that  unrelenting  element,  notwithstand- 
ing the  bold  and  generous  efforts  which  were 
made  to  »ave  them» 

Their  ashes'  are  now  mingled  with  the  dust,, 
and  their  spirits  have  ascended  to  Heaven. 

It  is  to  us  a  great  national  calamity.     . 

I  well  know,  that  .oo  such  occaeions  grief,  i|l- 
thougi)  keen,  is  unavailing— thsft  the  decrees  of 
fate  are  irrevocable  and  ought  to  be  submitted  ta 
with  humility.  In  order,,  however,  to  testify  the 
respect  and  sorrow  which  this  nation  feels  for 
the  deceased,  and  to  prove  that  we  sympathize 
with  the  afflicted,  without  further,  comment  on 
this  painfql  subject,  1  beg  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Reaohed,  That  the  members  of  this  House  wilTwear 
crape'  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month,  in  testimony  of ' 
^e  respect  and  sorrow  which  they  feel  for  thoee  un- 
fortunato  prions  who  perished  in  the  fire  in  the  citg^ 

*  At  the  bnmkig  of  tiie  Theatre  at  Ridunond. 
t  Mr.  VenaUe.        j:  Mr.  M.  Clay's  daughter. 
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off  Biifciiinni,  in  TifgkiM,  oa  the  mgkt  of  tbo  Mth  of 
the  piweiit  montli. 

This  resolution  was  QDaDimoQsljr  adopted. 
^  Mt.  PoiNDfixTfiR  presented  to  the  Honse  a  reso- 
ImioD  of  the  Legtslatiye  Coaacil  and  House  of 
Represen  tail  vet  of  the  Mississippi  Territory^  ap- 
probatory of  the  conduct  of  jhe  Executive  in  the 
late  negotiations  with  the  British  Qoverninent^ 
and  ^preasiveof  their  determio^tion  to  support 
•ech  measures  as  the  Gkaeral  QoTernment  may 
adopt  for  the  maintenance  of  the  righ'ls^  the  oooh 
merae,  and  the  honor,  of  the  Unked  Stauw;  vhieh 
was  read*,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Gommiueepo  the  Pub'* 
lie  Lands,  presented  n  bill  to  ascertain  and  es- 
tablish the  WesteVi)  boundary  of  the  tract  v6- 
serred  for  satisfy iitg  the  military  hdunties  allowed 
to  the  officers  linti  soldier^  of  the  Virginia  line  on 
continental  establishment ;  which  was  i^ead  and 
committed  tb  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  On  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS)  from  the  comroittee.appointed^ 
on  that  part  of  the  President's' Message  which  re- 
lates to  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  en- 
listmenu  of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary 
force,  reported  (in  part)  a  bill  supplementary  to 
"An  act  mor^  effi^toaUy  to  proVide  for  the  na-. 
tlonai  defence,  by  esta))tisbing  a  uniforn!i  militia 
throughout  the  United  States ;"  and  to^'Anact 
making  provision  f6r.  aitning  and  et^uippiog  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  k  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  protection,  recovery,  and.indemnifica* 
tion  of  American  seamen. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table* 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee, of 
the  Whole 'on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  cer- 
tain voluBteier  military  corps;  and,  after  son^e 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again.  . 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com^iiltee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^To 
raise  an  additional  military  force,"  and  on  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations;  and,  after  some  time^speat 
therein,  the  Qommittee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIE^. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,'  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Ezekiel  Hubbell,  referred  the  eighth 
ultimo;  which  was  read;  when,  Mr.  Newton 

5 resented  a  bill  to  empower  ihe  Secretary  of  the 
'reaaurv  to  decide  on  the  case  of  the  ship  Eliza 
Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiei Hubbell;  which  was 
read,  and^  together  with  the  report,  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 
,    That  the  petitioner,  on  the  17th  of  Jsnaary,  1800» 
as  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  G|reat  Britain,  porchsssd 


of  William  Lyaiao,  the  Consul  of  the  United  Statee, 
the  ship  Efiia  Ann,  of  New  York,  he  acting  m  ths 
agent  of  the  Owners,  Joshua  Jones  and  Edward  R. 
Jones,  of  New  York,,  trading  under  the  firm  of  Joshua 
Jones  and  Son ;  and  that  the  said  ship  was  transferred 
to.  the  petitioner,  by  the  said  William  Lyman,  accord- 
ing to  the  form  prescribed  by  law.  Tha^  after  the  pnr« 
ci^ss  of  the  Said  ship,  she  sfiiled  from  London  to  Cadiz, 
in  Spain ;  took  in  there  a  cargo,  principally  belonging 
to  the  petitioner,  and  proceeded  to  New  York,  at  whibh 
place  she  arrived  on  or  aboat  the  7th  of  Jane,  1809; 
the  petitioner  beingat  that  time  absent  in  Europe,  and^ 
fgr  sqme  months  after  the  arrival  of  the  ship  in  the 
United  States ;  in  Consequence  of  which,  a.  register,  in 
the  name  of  the  owner  or  j^titioner,  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  »hip  and  cargo  were  subjected  to  the 
payment  of  foreign  duties. 

It  is  also  stated  that  a  register  for  the  Said  ship,  ac-' 
cording  to  law,  has  been  obtained, 

The  object  of  the  petitioher  is  to  obtain  a  remission  of 
so  much  of  the  duties  aS  are  above  those  paid  by  ves- 
sels of  the  United  Sutes. 

This  case,  while  the  said  ship  was  without  a  regis- 
ter, came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partmenti  and  a  remission  of  the  foreign  duties  might 
have  been  procured,  had  an  application  been  made  to 
that  Department  during  the  continuance  of  the  disa- 
bility incurred  by  the  owner's  not  ^king  out  a  register 
within  three  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  said  ship  in 
the  port  of  New  York. 

A  new  certificate  of  registry  being  obtained  previous 
to  the  application  of  the  owner  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  a  remission  of  the  foreign  duties,  put  it 
out  of  the  power  of  the  latter  to  do  so,  as  the  remission 
is  incidental  only  to  the*  Secretrary'^  removing  a  dis- 
ability. 

The  committee,  on  nudurs  consideration,  are  of  opin- 
ion that  cases  like  the  present  ought  to  be  decided 
without  delay,  and  that  it  is  safer  to  confine  them  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Treasury  Department  Being 
of  this  opinion,  they  beg'  leave  to  report  a  hill,  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  render  the  same 
decision,  on  this  case,  that  he  would  have  done  had 
application  been  made  to  him  previous  to  the  removal 
of  the  disability  by  the  petitioner. 

COMPENSATION  OF  REVENUE  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from*  the  Cotn^mittee  of  Ways  and 
Meaps,  made  u  report  on  the  several  petitions  of 
the  Collectors  of  the  ports  of  Philadelphia^  Nor- 
folk, Ply  mouthj  in  Masi^achusetis,  and  Baltimore, 
and  of  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia,-referred  during  the  present  session ;  which 
was  read ;  when,  Mr.  Baoon,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, presented  a  bill  in  addition  to  ^^An  act  to 
establish  the  compensations  of  the  -ofl^ers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of-  the  duties  on  imports 
and  -tonnage;"  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted u>a  Committeeof  the  Whole  on  Thursday 
next.  '  The  report  is  as  follows? 

That  the  aforesaid  officers  pray  thai  provision  may 
bo  made,  by  law,  for  remunerating  to  them  the  den*' 
oiencies  which  have  happened  in  the  amount  of  their 
annual  compensations,  for  some  years  past;  and,  as- 
it  respects  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Baltimore,  and 
Norfolk,  that  additional  compensation  may  be  made 
them  for  the  future. 

The  committee  have  observed  that  the  deficiencies 
refotrsd  to  have  oeearred  pnnoipally  during  the  yearn 
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1808  and   1809,  tnd  have  been '  ocmaielied  bj  two 
causes: 

1st.  The  generally  depressed  state  of  commerce,  doF- 
iljg  those  years,  which  so  matenaliy  affected  the  gene- 
ral revenue  of  the  country,  and,  consequently,  the 
emoluments  of  the  officers  employed  in  its  collection, 
ita  different  degrees. 

2d.  The  payment  over,  by  somo  of  the  present  in- 
cumbents of  those  particular  offices,  to  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives  of  their  deceased  predecessors,  of  a  moiety  of 
the  commissions  arising  from  duties  bonded  by  such 
predecessors,  but  actually  received  by  such  incumbents, 
pursuant  to  the  4(h  section  of  the  (ict  to  establish  the. 
compensations  for  those  officers,  passed  March  2d,  1799. 

On  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  would 
remark,  that,  so  far  as  such  diminution  of  compensation 
has  been  occasioned  by  the  first  mentioned  cause,'  it 
must  be  expected  by  public  offioers,  whose  emoluQ^^nts 
depend,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the  actual  state  of  the 
general  commerce  of  the  country,  that  they  should,  in 
iome  measure,  share  their  part  in  the  occasional  varia- 
tions which,  at  particular  periods,  may  happen  t^  that 
commerce ;  ana  if,  during  some  years,  they  are  enabled 
to  receive  an  amount  which  is  obviously  something 
more  than  an  average  compensation  for  services  equally 
arduous,  in  the  ordinary  branches  of  private  bnsmess, 
it  ought  not  to  be  coipplained  of,  if,  in  other  years, 
they  should  rec^ve  somewhat  Icito.  Applying  this 
principle  to  the  case  of  the  .particular  officers  under 
consideration,  the  committee  are  convinced  thatj  upon 
an  average  of  three  years;  fi-om  1808  to  1810,  both  in- 
clusive, &ose  otRcexfl  (wi^  the  exception  of  the  collec- 
tor of  Baltimore)  have  been  enabled  to  receive  an  an- 
imal compensation  for  theft- services,  which,  in  reference 
to  the  general  rewards  6f  skill  and  industry,  during 
that  period,  ought,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  their 
case,  to  be  deemed  a  reasonable  one.  The  net  emol- 
uments of  the  collector  of  Philadelphia,  (including  the 
half  commissions  paid  to  his  predecessor)  ,during  t^at 
period,  amounting  to  the  average  sum  of  ^,537  12, 
annually ;  those  of  the  naval  officer  of  that  port,  to 
$2,625  89 ;  those  of  the  collector  of  NoifoOc^  to  $921  82 ; 
and  those  of  the  collector  of  Plymouth,  to  $1,341  45. 

That,  so  far  as  the  net  emoluments  of  some  of  those 
officers -have  been  affected  by  the  second  consideration 
above  atated,  it  ought  not  to  fotm  a  ground  for  remun- 
eration by  the  Government,  since  it  is  a  circumstance 
incident  to  all  other  officers  of  the  same  descrijption, 
upon  the  commencement  of  ^eir  official  duties,  and  is, 
in  effect,  but  the  advance  of  a  sum  put  of  their  first 
year's  emoluments,  which  they  may  calculate  upon  be- 
ing refunded  to  them»  or  their  legal  representatives, 
after  the  expiration  of  their  official  duties  by  death  or 
resignation. 

That  some  inequalities  exist  in  the  comp'etisations 
now  allowed  to  the  offidsrs  of  the  customs,  is  not  im- 
probable, and  a  general  review  of  that  subject  may,  at 
a  suitable  time,  be  proper  and.  expedient.  *  But  it  is 
doubted  vi^hether  the  present  unsettled  state  of  our 
commerce  and  revenue  will  afford  suffioient  data  on 
which  any  permanent  regulations  in  this  behalf  ought 
to  be  founded. 

The  case  of  the  collector  of  Baltimore  is  the  only  one, 
amongst  those  referred  to  tiiem,  ^hich,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  conunittee,  is  attended  with  such  obvious 
circumstances  of  hardship,  and  40  striking  inadequacy 
of  compensation,  as  to  justify  extending  to  him  specific 
and  temporary  relief  The  present  collector  came  into 
office  near  the  commencgmept  of  the  year  1808;  ao^ 


it  wpeais,  from  llie  oOeial  n^ums  of  his  1 
and  expenditures,  that  his  net  emq^umentt  lor  that 
and  the  two  sucoeeding  yeajs  .have  amounted  to  hut 
$1,180  57,  being  .an  average  annual  compensi^tion  for 
those- years  of  but  $393  6§^;  and,  so  far  as  can  be  as- 
certained from  a  comparative  view  of-  the  official  re- 
turns, it  appears  that  the  expenditure^  of  that  offioa 
have,  during- that  peric^,  been  kept'Within  a«Teasos- 
abl0  limits  as  circumstances ^would  justify. 
•  'Under  this  view  of  the  several  cases  cefierred  tolheai« 
.  the  eommittee  reo(Miimend  to  the  Houae  the  foUow^ 
tag  resolutions : 

Ist  That  the^»rayer  of  the  aevaral  petitions  of  tlM 
collectors  of  the  ports  iff  Philadelphia,  NorML,  aiti 
Plymoaih>  (Massachusetts,)  and  of  the  naval  officor  o( 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  ought,  not  ta  be  granted. 

Jid.  That  there1)e  alloved  to  ianea  H.  McCuUoeli, 
GoU«}tor  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  the  sum  of  $1,600, 
as  a  remuneration  for  services*  in  his  said  office,  during 
the  years  1808,  1809,  and  1810,  for  which  his  officaal 
emoluments  were  an  inadequate  compensation. 

The  committee  beg^leave  further  to  report :  That, 
in  the  course  of  the  examinations  which  became  ne- 
cessary in  relation  to  the  merits  pf  the  particular  cases 
under,  consideration,  their  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  practical  operation  of  those  portions  of  the  rev- 
enue laws  which  weredesigned  to  limit,  within  reason- 
able bounds,  the  Qet  annual  emoluments  of  the  officen 
of  the  customs,  in  some  of  the  ^hficipal  |K>rts  of  tiM 
Union. 

By  the  tlurd  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1802,  it  is  provided  **  that, 
whenever  thci  annual  emolttments  of  any  collector  of 
the  customs,  after  deducting  therefirom  the  expendi- 
tures incident  to  his  offiee,  shall  amount  to  mora  thaft 
fiye  thousand  dollars,,  or  thosoof  a  naval  officor,  after 
a  like  deduction,  to  more  than  three  thousand  fiye  hun- 
dred dollars,  or  those  of  a  surveyor,  after  a  like  deduc- 
tion, to  more  than  three  thousand  dollars,  the  surplus 
.sl^ll  be  accounted  for,  and  paid  by  them,  respectively, 
to  th^  Treasury  <^  the  United  States.^' 

'The  principal  items  composing  the  aggregate  of  "ex- 
penditures incident  to  these  offices,"  consist  of  clerk 
hire,-  stationery,  office  rent,  and  fuel ;  an  account  of 
which,  those  officers  are  now  required  l^  law  to  traaa* 
miU  anBttally>  to  the  Coaiptn>Uer  of. the  Treasury-,  to  be 
by  him  laid  before  Congress.  80  long-  aa  the  whole 
net  amount  o^  ei^otuments  received  by  them,  respect- 
ively, does  not  exceed  the  maximum  which  they  aro 
authorized  to  retain  for  their  own  oemponsation,  the 
personal  interest  of  the  officer  is  undoubtedly  a  suffi- 
cient check  against  an  unreasonable  application  of 
their  gross  emoluments  for  clerk  hire  9nd  other  official 
expenses.  But,  whenever  the  net  amount  comes  to 
exceed  that  maximum,  it  is  evident  that  the  expendi- 
tures for  those. objects  are  liable  to  misapplication  and 
abuse.  In  the  branch  of  clerk  hire,  particularly*  the  os- 
tablisbment  of  an  officer  may  be  extended  amongst  his 
friends,  connexions,  and  dependents,  to  a  degree  lim- 
ited only  by  the  amount  of  which  the  whole  net  emol- 
uments of  the  ofiice  exceeded  that  to  which  the  law 
has  limited  the  personal  compensation  of  the  officer. 
The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  aver  that  any  in- 
stances of  Budi  actual  misapplieation  or  abuse  have 
been  brought  to  their  knowledge;  but  it  is  deemed 
their  duty  to  state  these  of  which  the  ig^stem,  under 
present  regulations,  is  susoeptihie.  From  tbointema- 
tion  received  from  the  Treasury  Department,  it  ap- 
pears that  no  legal  or  pra^tiqal  check  against  mmk 
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abuses  imw  exists  ia  tlisi  DepsrUnent.  I(  msjrj  per- 
Iisps,be  difficult  to  provide  -snj  whicllihaU  be  entirely 
emetusl.  It  has  occurred  to  the  committee*  that  some 
limitations  updn  the  amount  of  defk  hire  might  prop- 
erly be  provided^  that  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of 
all  custom-hnuse  officers  to  leturn  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  a  specifioation  of  the  number,  naqnes, 
and  respective  compensation,  of  all  clerks  employed  by 
them ;  and  givingr  to  the  accounting  of^cers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  a  power  of  revising  the  accounts 
of  office  expenditures^  aiAl  disaUo/tring  such  parts  there- 
of as  shouM  appear  w  them  unreasonable  or  impiDper. 
That  all  t6e  emolumeiits  arising  from  any  agen^  em* 
pkymenC,  or  office,  attached  to,  or  dependaiit  on,  moj 
principal  office  in  the  customs,  should  be  indodtd  ill 
their  general  aMMal  return  oi  ednoliiaMiits  and  expend- 
itasas-^the  returns  heretofbie  msAe^  as  it  iaunderstood, 
not  beiikg  tmifimn  ia  this  tespeot,  some  of  the  bffioers 
iacluding  those  particular  emoluments  in  their  returns, 
aad  others  omitting  afaeai.  J»  illustrate  of  the  nature 
and.  extent  of  these  emolumeAta,  it  is  to  be  observed 
that  all  the  collectors,  in  the  ports  where  there  -are  no 
aorveyors,  and  the  surveyors,  in  those  .ports  where 
there  are  suclLoffic^  hold  a  separate  commission  of 
inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port,  in  virtue  of  which 
they  are  entitled  to  certain  fees.  One  collector,  in  each 
State,  under  the  act  of  April  6thi  180^,  (for  repeating 
the  internal  taxes)  has  been  authorized  to  prepare  cer- 
tain certificates  to  accompany  spirits,  wines,  and  teas,- 
imported,  for  which  they  receive  certain  fees.  Sundry 
eolleetors  are  agents  for  th^  marine  hospital,  and  super- 
intendentaof  light-houses,  f^  which  they  receive  oef- 
tain  eomqiissions  on  moneys  expended  by  them*'  And 
whether  it  is  within  the  intention  of  the  law  of  iho 
aoth  of  April,  1802,  limiting  the  compenisations  of 
tbaae  officers,  that  such  incidental  emoluments  sh9uld 
be  indndod  in  ^'at  limitation,  or  ^noti  it  is  equal- 
ly, proper  thai  their  annual  amount  should  be  known, 
lad  brought  withiA  the  reiiew  and  controlling  powers 
of  Congress. 

Although  the  amount  received  by  the  bustom-house 
officers,  for  their  share  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
nres,  does  not  form  a  part  of  their  ordinary  emolu- 
ments, so  as  to  subject  this  portion  of  them. to  the  lim- 
itation, yet  they  ought,  as  it  is  conceived,  to  include 
them  in  their  returns,  and  for  this  obvious  reason,  viz : 
that  the  same  causes  which  may  have  much  dimin* 
ished  the  regular  emoluments  of  those  officers,  may, 
and  probably  have,  greatly  increased  the  casual  ones 
arising  from  thir  source.  Another  reason  for  requiring  > 
each  returns  is  that  of  unifortaity^-some  of  the  offi- 
oers  now  including,  and  others  omitting  tho|ni     s 

Boma  regulations  6f  this  sort,  design^  to  bring  the 
official  expenditnresof  the  officers  of  the  customs  more 
ImmediAtoly  under  the  review  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  reasonable  control  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
have  suggested  themselves,  to  the  committee,  and  have 
been  incorporated  into  the  bill,  which,  by  order  of.  the 
Honse^  is  herewith  reported. 

.  CoMxiTTXB  Rooii,  November  19,  18^1. 
Sim:  TKe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom 
has  been  reformed  the  several  menM>rials  of  the  colleo- 
tofs  ol  Norfolk,  Philadelphta,  and  Baltimore,  pr^mg  for 
extra  eompensation  for  past  services,  and  for  an  inoease 
of  the  oommisiiions  atteohed  to  their  offices,  for  the  fu«. 
tore^  and  which  are  herewith  enclosed,  have  directed 
mo  to  request  of  you  the  foUowing  information,  viz  : 
,  1st.  A  statement  of  the  gross  emolumente  and  offi- 


cial expenditures  of  the  collector  of  Baltimore,  from 
the  year  1805,  inclusive,  to  the  present  period. 

2d.  A  similar  statement  in  relation  to  the  collectors  of 
Philadelphia  and  Norfolk  for  the  preceding  quarters  of 
the^year  181 L 

.  3d.'  A  statement  of  the  official  expenditures  of  the 
three  officers  aforesaid,  from  the  year  1807,  inclusive, 
to  the  present  period^  noting  distinctly,  the  nature  of 
thoso^expendituref^  the  number  i>f  elerks  empfoyed  by 
each,  with  their  reispeetiv%  salaries  and  compensations. 
-4th.  Whether  tlie  official  expenditures  of  the  «d- 
lectors  (particolariy  that  portion  of  them  occasioned  by 
clerk  hii«>  may  not,  without  inc9nvenienee,  be  dimin- 
ished in  propolrtion  to  the  corresponding  ^iiuinution  of 
the  current  official  business  and  emoluments  of  the  sev- 
eral officers. 

6th.  Whether  the  necessary  actual  duties  of  said  offi- 
cers have  not,  in  a  g'ood  measure,  diminished  in  a  cor- 
responlding  proportion  to  th«  diminution  of  their  net 
emoluments. 

6th.  What  practical  checks  exist  against  the  im- 
proper expenditure  of  money  for  clerk  hire  and  other 
office  expenditures,  and  what  are  th^  general  rules 
adopted  bjr  ^e  Treasury  Department  in  relation  thereto. 

7th.  l^uch  information,  tending  to  elucidate  the  sub- 
jecte  referred  to  the  committe0,  as  you  may  think  pfoper 
to  communicate. 

I  am,  sir,  with  gi'eat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.BACON. 

Hen*  A.  Gallatix, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


TaxAsuax  DxrjdiTiiBKv, 

.  December  3, 1811. 

Sir  :.  I  fana^e  the  honor  to  enclose  the  statemente  of 
enlblumente  and  official  expenditures  of  certain  collec- 
tora,  required  by  your  letter  of  19th  ultimo,  so  for  aa 
the  same  are  known  at  the  Treasury. 

I  do  not  know  Che  number  and  salaries  of  clerks  em- 
ployed bj  the.  collectors.  No  other  returns  are  required 
from  them,  by  law,  in  that  respect,  than  those  which 
have  been  annjially  transmitted  to  Congress.  The 
Treasury  has  no  control  over,  or  checks  against,  the  em- 
ploy inent  of  a  superfluous  number  of  clerks  by  those 
offic^ra^— the  only  cheo^  provided  by  law  being  the 
f^mount  of  their  gross  emoluments,  out  of  which  they 
must  pay  their  clerks,  office  rent,  friel,  stetionery,  Ac 
The  expense  of  clerk  hire  may  certainly  be  diminished 
when  there  is  a  great  diminution  of  business ;  but  this 
may  decrease  more  suddenly  than  it  }%  practicable  to 
dismiss  men  in  your  employment.  -  It  is  so  much  the 
interest  of  the  collectors  to  vednce  their  expenses,  when, 
th^ir  profits  are  diminished,  that  it  is  probabla  that 
ihey  have  alt  done  it  as  far  as  they  could ;  but  I  can- 
not aSbeyt  the  fact  ef  my  own  know|edge.  I  am  of 
(^linioo  that,  under  the  restrictive  laws,  the  personal 
and  actual  duties  of  the  collector  have  been  increased, 
notwithstanding  the  dinlinution  of  bttiiness  in  other 
respeote.  That  the  three  collectors,  whose  petitions 
yon  encleeedy  have  not,  during  the  period  of  their  servi* 
ce^  received  a  compensation  adequate  to  those  services, 
appears  to  m^  evident  Ho w  far  j  ustice  and  policy  may 
require  that  an  additional  allowance  shonld  be  made 
to  them  on  that  account,  Im  not  a  question  for  me  to 
decide.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  drc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  E.  Bacoit,  Chairman 

C^mmittu  of  ^ays  and  Means* 
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Tuesday,  December  31. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee'  oo  the 
Public  Lands,  presented  a  bill  gifin^  further 
time  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio  to  complete  their  paymifbts; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Rent, 

Retclvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  House  information  whether  tobacco,  the 

Sowth  of  the  United  States,  is  admitted  into 
olland,  and.  if  admitted,  whether  tha  adminls- 
tuition,  en  regie,  on  that  article,  as  it  exists  in 
France,  extends  to  Holland  and  the  Hansea^lc 
Towns,  and  whether  the  tariff  in  Holland  is  th^ 
same  as  that  in  France. 

Mr.  Kent  and  Mr.  Orms'bt  were  ajipointed'a 
committee  to  present  the  said  .resolution  to  the 
Pr^ident. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  revision  of  forpner 
confirmations,  and  for  cdnfirmins;  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia,  waa  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  more  con- 
venient taking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in  civil  eavses 
depending  in  the  courts  of  th^ United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^'.extendfng  the 
time  of  certain  paten  ts'gran  ted  to  Robert  Fulton  ;** 
as  also  a  bill  M  for  the  establishment  of  a  Quart^r- 
master''^  Department;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  \t\ier 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  estimates  of  appropriation^  for  the  year  1812 ; 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meaiis. 

Mr.  PoiNnEXTER  called  for  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  which  had  been  laid' upon  the 
table  som6  days  ago,  calling  upon  the  President 
for  information  whether  any  negotiation  be  now 
pending  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
or  any  other  Power,  respecting  the  claim  or  the 
United  States  to  that  part  of  the  codntry  of  which 
possession  was  taken  by  virtue  of  the  President's 
proclamation  of  October.  1810,  ^.,  wbicb  was 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to.wait  up- 
on the  President  therewith.  ' 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  resolved  iuelf  jnto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  btH  f^om  ^^^  Senate  to  raise  pn 
additional  military  force  \  when, 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise,  and  htfve  leave  to  sit  agilin,  in  order  to 
take  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of,  the  United  States;  as,  from  informa- 
tion received,  it  was  probable  that  this  force  would 
be  immediately  wanted,  serious  apprehensions  be* 
ing  entehained  of  renewed  hostilities  from  the 
Indian  tribes  on  our  frontier. 

The  Committee   rose  accordingly,  and  the 


House  resolved  itself  into  -a  Committee  of'  fbe 
Whole  o'n  the  proposed  bill.  The  bill  was  gone 
through,  reported  without  amendment,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. ' 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  to.raise  an 
additional  military  force ;  when, 

Mr.  Cmx  (^^6  Speaker)  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  the  following  proviso : 

**^Pr99ided,  hawe^ery  TM  offieers  for  eight  regi* 
ments  only  shall  be  appoiated,  until  three'foiirtfaa  of 
the  privates  of  such  eight  regiments  shall  be  enlisted* 
when  the  offioecs  tot  the  remaining  five  regimenta  shall, 
alsov  be  appointed.*' 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  a  difference  of  optnioa 
had  arisen  yesterday^  whether  the  additioaal  nail- 
irary  force  proposed  to  be  raised  ouoht  to  be 'fifteen 
thoueaind,  or  twentj-five  thousand  men;  not  so 
much,  be  believed,  from  a  conviction  that  twenty- 
five  thousand  men  would  be  too  many,  but  from 
a  dislike  to  the'  appointment  of  officers  for  the 
whole  before  th^  would  be  want^,  so  as  to.  have 
an  army  of  officers  without  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  men  for  them  to  comihand.  Thi^  objec- 
tion would  be  obviated  by  the  adoption  of  this 
amend;neiit,  for  the  officers  for  eight  regiments 
would  not  be  more  than  would  be  required  for 
fifteen  thousi^nd  men,  had  the  friends  of  that 
number  carrie4  their  point.  And,  as  the  whole 
tweoty*^ve  thousand  men  could  i^ot  be  got  at 
once,  the  expense  of  the  officers,  who^e  appoint- 
ment was  proposed  to  be  deferred,  would  be 
saved  ;  and  the  officers  for  eight  regiments  would 
be  fully,  sufficient  for  the  recruiting  service.  He 
boped,  therefore,  the  amendment  woeld  be  adopt- 
ed.— Agreed  to. 

The  Cb AIRMAN  was  about  to  put  the  question 
on  the  Committee's  rising,  when. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker}  said,  that  when  the 
subject  of  this  bill  was  before  the  House  in  the 
abstract  form  of  a  resolution,  proposed  by  the' 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  it  was  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House  to  discuss  it  while  he  was  fn 
the  Chair.  He  did  not  complain  of  this  course  of 
proceeding ;  for  he  did  not  at  any  time  wish  the 
kpuse,  from  considerations  personal  to  him^to  de- 

Cart  from  that  mode  of  transacting  the  public 
usiness  which  they  thought  best.  He  roterely 
adverted  to  the-  circumstance,  as  an  apology  for 
the  trouble  he.  was  aboiH  to  give  the  Committee. 
He  was  at  all  rimes  dbposed  to  take  his  share  of 
responsibilrty,  and,  under  this  impression,  he  Mt 
that  he  owed  it  to  his  constituents  and  to  himself, 
before  the  Committee  rose,  to  submit  to  their  at- 
tention a  few  observiltions. 
•  He  saw,  with  regret,  diversity  of  opinion  amon^ 
those  who  had  the  happiness  generally  to  act  to- 
gether, in  relation  to  the  quantum  of  force  pro- 
posed to  be  raiaed.  For  his  part^  he  thoogkt  it 
was  too.  great  for  peace;  and,  he  feared,  toosmaii 
for  war.  He  had  beeiv  in  favor  of  the  number 
recommended  by  the  Senate,  and  he  would  aak 
gentlemen  who  had  preferred  fifteen  thousand,  to 
take  a  candid  and  dispassionate  review  of  the 
subject.  It  waf  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  it  was 
a  force  to  be  raised  for  the  purposes  o(  war,  and 
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to  bt  kept  vp  and  med  onlf  in  tlie  eveot  of  war. 
Ii  was  further  conceded  thi^t  its  prineipal  d^sli- 
Bation  would  be  tbe  proTioces  of  our  enemy.  By 
the  bill,  which  had  been  pasted,  to^  complete  the 
peace  establishment,  we  had  authorized  the  coU 
lectioQ  of  a  force  6f  about  six  thonsaad  mea,  ex- 
clusive of  those  now  in  service,  which,  with  the 
twenty«ftve  thousand  provided  for  by  this  bill, 
will  give  an  aggregate  of  new.  troops  of  thirty- 
one  thousand  men.  Experience  in  mMitary  af- 
lairs  has  shown  that,  when  any  given  number  ^( 
men  is  authorised  to  be  raised,  you  must  in  count- 


ihg  upon  the  effective  men  which  it  will  produce  uhe  same  onject  in  one  year,  taking  into  view  the 


deduct  one-fourth  or  one-third  fpr  desertion;  sick- 
ness, and  other  incidents,  to' which  raw  troc^s  are 
peeuUatly  exposed.  In  measures  relating  to  war. 
It  is  wisest,  if  you  err  at  all,*  to  err  on  the  side  ot 
the  largest  force,  and  you  will  consequently  put 
down  your  thirty-one  thousand  men  at  not  more 
than  an  effeetive  force  in  the  field  of  aboiH  rwen- 
ty-one  thousand.  This,  with  the  four  thousand 
sew  in  service,  will  amount  to  twenty-flve  thou- 
suid  efiective  men.  The  Secretary  of  War  has 
stated,  in  his  npoft,  tfaat,^for  th^single  purpose  of 
manning  your  fnrtsand  garrisons  on  the  seaboard, 
twelve  thootend  six  hundred  -men  are  necessary. 
Although  the  whole  of  that  number  will  hot  be 
taken  from  the  twenty-five  thousand,  a  portion  of 
it  probabrv  will  be.  We  are<told  that,  iti  Canada, 
tliere  are  between  seven  and  eight  thousand  reg- 
Bkr  troops.  If  it  is  -invaded,  the  whole  of  that 
force  will  be  coacentirated  in  ^uebieo,  and  will 
you  attempt  that  almost  impregnate  fortress 
with  IfM  than  double  the  force  of  the  besfegefdl 
Gkotleroen  who  cakolate  upon  volunteers  as  a 
substitute  for  regulars,  ought  not  to  deceivlB  them- 
selves. No  man  aipp^eoiated  higher  than  he  did 
the  spirit  of  the  country.  But,  although  volun- 
teers were  admirably  adapted  to  the  first  op^ra- 
tibns  of  the  war,  to  the  making  of  a  first  impres- 
non.  he  doubted  their  fitness  for  a  regular  siege, 
or  (or  the  manning  and  |farrisoning  efforts.  He 
understood  it  was  a  jrule,  in  military  afiairs,  never 
to  leave  in  the  fear  a  place  of  any  strength  unde- 
fended. Canada  is  invaded ;  the  iTpper  part  faQs, 
and  you  proceed  to  QAiebec.  It  is  true;  there 
would  be  no  European  enemy  behind  to  be  appre- 
hended }  but  the  people  of  the  country  might 
rise ;  and  he  warned  gentlemen^  who  imagined 
that  the  affections  of  the  Canadians  #ere  with 
vs,  against  trusting  too  eonfidently  on  a  calcula- 
tion, the  basb  of  which  was  treason.  He  con- 
eluded,  therefore,  that  a  portioaof  the  invading 
army  would  be  distributed  in  the  upper  country, 
after  its  conquest,  among  the  pjaees  susceptible  of 
military  strength  and  defence.  The  army;  cop- 
sideraMy  reduced,  sets  itself  down  before  Q^oebec. 
Suppose  it  falls?  Here  again  will  be  requisite  a 
Bumioer  of  men  to  hold  and  defend  it.  And,  if 
the  war  is  nroseeuted  still  farther,  and  the  lower 
country  and  Halifax  ai«  assailed,  he  conceived  it 
obvious  that  the  whole  force  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men  would  not  be  too  great*.  « 

The  difference  between  those  who  were  for 
fifteen  ihousand,  and  those  who  were  for  twenty* 
fire  thousand  men,  appeared  to  him  to  resolve 


Itself  into  the  qileatf on  merely  of  a  short  or  pro- 
tracted war,  a  war  of  vigor,  or  a  war  of  languor 
and  Imbecility.  If  a  competent  force  be  raised, 
in  the  first  instance,  the  war  On  the  Continent 
will  be  speedily  terminated.  He  was  aware  that 
it  might  still  rage  on  the  ocean.  But,  where  the 
nation  could  act  With  unquestionable  success,  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  display  of  an  energy  corre- 
spondent to  the  feelings  and  spirit  of  the  country. 
Suppose  one-third- of  theforce  he  had  mentioned 
(25,000  men)\^ou!d  r^uce  the  country,  savin 
three  years.and  that  the  whole  coul4  accomplish 


greater  hazard  of  the  tevulsion  and  defeat  of  the 
small  force,  and  every  other  consideration,  do  not 
.  wisdom  and  true  economy. equally  decide  in  favor 
of  the  larger  force,  and  thus  prevent  failure  in 
consequence  of  inadequate  iheans  ?  He  barged 
gentlemen  to  reooDect  t^e  impiense  extent  of  the 
United  dtat^;  our  vast  maritime  frontier,  vul- 
nerable in  almost  all  its  paru  to  predatory  incur- 
sions^ and  he  wtts  persuaded  they  would  see  that 
a  regular  force  of  tlventv-five  thoutond  ipen  was 
not  much  too  great^  durrag  a  period  of  war,  if  all 
design  of  invading  the  , provinces  of  the  enemy 
were  abandoned. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  pext  to  examine  the  nature 
of  the  force  contemplated  by  the  bill.  It  was  a 
r^ular  army,  enlisted  for.  a  limited  time,  raised 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  war,  and  to  be  disbanded 
on  the  return  of  peace.  Against  this  army  all 
our  Repaljlican  jealousies  and  apprehensions  are 
attempted  to  be  excited.  He  was  nbt  the  advo- 
cate of  standing  armies  $  boLthe  standing  armies 
which  excite  most  his  fears  are  those  which  are 
kept  'iip  in  time  of  peace.  He  confessed  he  did 
notperceite  any. teal  source  of  danger  in  a  mili- 
tary force  of  twenty-five  thousand  men  in  the 
United  States,  pretided  for  a  sUte  only  of  war, 
even  sapposing  it  to  be  corrupted  and  its  arms 
turned,  by  the  ambition  of  its  leaders,  against  the 
freedom  of  the  country.  <  Hk  saw  abundant  se- 
curity against  the  success  of  any  such  treasonable 
attempt.  The  diffusion  of  political  information 
among  the  great  ,body  of  the  people  constituted 
a  powerful  safeguard.  The  American  character 
has  been  much  abused  by  Europeans,  whose  tour- 
ists, wbetber  on  horse  or  foot,  in  verse  and  prose, 
hav^  uiHted  in  depreciating  it.  It  is  (rue  that  we 
do  not  exhibit  as  niany  signal  instances  of  scien- 
tific acquirement  in  this  country  as  are  furnished 
in  the  Ohl  World ;  but  he  believed  it  undeniable 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  possessed  more 
intelligence  than  any  other  people  on  the  globe. 
Such  a  people,  consisting:  of  upward  of  seven 
millions,  affording  a  physical  power  of  about  a 
million  of  men,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  ar- 
dently devoted  to  liberty,  could  not  be  subdued 
by  an  army  of  25,000  men.  The  wide  extent  of 
'country  over  which  we  are  spread  was  another 
security.  In  other  countries,  France  and  England 
for  example,  the  fall  of  Paris  or  London  is  the  fall 
of  the  nation.  Here  are  no  such  dangerous  ag- 
gregations of  people.  New  York,  and  Philadel- 
phia, and  Boston,  and  every  city*on  the  Atlantic, 
might  be  subdued  by  an  usurper,  and  he  would 
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have  iiDaiile  bat  a  small  ad T«oee  in  tbeafccom* 
pli&hroeot  of  bU  parpose.  He  woul^  «4)EI  a  still 
more  improbable  supposition)  tbat  the  ^hole 
couDtrf  east  of  the  AUe^haDj  was  to  submit  to 
tbeatnbitioa  of  some  dariog  6bief,  and,  he  iasisl- 
ed,  that  the  liberty  of  the  Union  woald*  be  still 
uneooquered.  tt  would  fioji  successful  support 
from  the  West.  We  are  not  only  in  the  «itua« 
tion  ju«t  described,  but  a  great  portion  of  the 
militia — nearly  the  whole,  he  iwderstood,  of  that 
of  Massachuae|ta<-*have  arms  in 'their  hands*; 
and  he  trussed  in  God  that  that  great  object 
would  be  persevered  in  until  every  man  in  the 
nation  could  proudjy  shoulder  the  musket  which 
was  to  defend  bis  country  and  himtiel£  A  people 
ha?iog,  besides  one  Genecal  Government,  other 
local  governments  ia  full  operation,  capable  of 
commandiag  and  exerting  great  portions  of  the 
phvsical  power,  all  of  which  inust  be  prostrated 
Wore  our  Constitution  is  subverted. ,  Sueh  a  peo- 
ple has  nothing  tafear  from  a  petty,  i^wtemptible 
force  of  26,000  regulars.  *     ) 

Mr.  C.  proceed^  mo>e  particuUrly  to  itM|tiire 
into  (he.bhject  of  the  force^^  That  object,  he  un'*- 
derstood,  to  be  war,  and  war  with  Great  Britain. 
It  had  been  supposed,  by  iome  gentlemen,  impro^ 
per  to  discuss  publieljr  so  delicate  a  question.  He. 
did  not  feel  the  impropriety.  It  wm  a  subject,  in 
its  nature,  incapable  of  concealment.  Even  in 
countries  where  the  powers  of  Government  were 
conducted  by  a  single TuUr,  it  was  almost  impoft^ 
sible  for  that  ruler  to  conceal  his  intentidhswheA 
he  meditates  war.  The  assembling. of  armies,  the 
strengthening  of  posts,  all  the  movements  prepara- 
tory lot  war,  and  which  it  was  impossible  to  dis- 
guise,  unfoided  the  intention  of  the  Sovereign, 
^oes  Russia  or  France  intend  war?  the  intention 
is  almost  invariably  known  before  ihe  war  is  com- 
menced. If  Congress  were  to  pass  a  law,  with 
closed  ^oors,  for  raising  aa  army  for  the  purpose 
of  war,  its  enlistment  and  organization,  which 
could  not  be  doqe  lb  secret,  would  indicate  the 
use  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied ;  and  we  cannot 
suppose  England  would  be  so  blind  as  not  to  see 
that  she  was  aimed  at.  Nor  could  she,  did  he  ap- 
prehend, injure  us  more  bv  thus  knowing  our 
purposes  than  if  she  were  kept  in  ignorance  of 
them.  She  may,  indeed,  anticipate. us,  and  com- 
mence the  war.  But  that  is  wha|  she  is,  (n  fact, 
doing,  and  she  can  add  but  liule  to  the  fnjury 
which  she  is  inflicting.  If  she  choose  to  declare 
war  in  form,  let  her  do  so,  the  responsibility  will 
be  with  her. 

What  are  we  to  gain  bv  war,  b^  been  emphat- 
ically asked  7  In  reply,  he  would  ask,  what  are 
we  not  to  lose  by  peace? — commerce)  character,  a 
nation's  best  treasure,  honor !  If  pecuniary  con*' 
siderations  alone  are  to  govern,  there  is  sufficient 
motive  for  the  war.  Our  re  venae  is  reduced,  by 
the  operation  of  the  belligerent  edicu,  to  about 
six  million  of  dollars,  according  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury's  report.  The  year  preceding  the 
embargo,  it  was  sixteen.  Take  away  the  Orders 
in  Council,  it  will  again  mount  up  to  sixteen  mil- 
lions. By  continuing,  therefore,  m  peace,  if  the 
mongrel  state  in  which  we  are  deserve  that  de- 


nomination, we  lose  aaoaallir,  in  revifpae^Dly, 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  QcntleiDen  will  say,  re- 
peal the  law  of  iion«im  porta  tion.  He  contended 
that,  if  the  United  States  were  capable  of  that 
perfidy,  the  revenue  would  ooi  be  restored  to  its 
former  atate,  the  Orders  in  Council  ooatioatng. 
Without  an  export  trade,  which  those  orders  pre- 
vent, inevitable  rub  would  ensue^  if  we  impoMed 
as  freely  as  we  did  pAior  to  the  epabargo.  A  oa* 
tion  that  carries  on  an  import  trade  without  aa 
export  trade  to  support  it,  mXist,  ia  tbeead,  beat 
ceruinly  bankrupt,  as  the  indivtdual  would  be, 
who  incurred  an  aaaaal  expenditure,  without  aa 
income. 

*  He  had^no  dispoiitroo  toaw^U,  or  dwell  jipoa 
the  cataltigue  of  iajttries  irom  England*  He 
could  not,  however,. overlook  the  impres9nMat  of 
our  seamen  j  an  aggression  upon  which  he  never 
reflected  without  ^eeliags  of  indignation,  which 
would  not  allow  bim  appropriate  language  to  da- 
scribe  its  enormity.  Not.  content  witb  seizing 
itpon  all  oup  property,  which  faHs  withta  her  ca- 
pacious grasp,  the  personal  rights  of  onv  country* 
n^iea — rights  which  forever  ought  to  be  sacred,  arc 
trampled  upon  and  violated.  The  Orders  ia 
Council  were  pretended  to  have  been' reiuctaatlr 
adopted  as  a  measure  of  retaliatioa* .  The  Freack 
decrees,  their  alleged  basis,  ^re  revoked.  England 
resoru  to  the  expedieat  of  denying  t.he  fact  of 
the  revocation,  and  Sir  Witltam  Scott,  in  the  cel- 
ebrated case  of  the  Fox  and  others,  suspends  judg- 
ment that  proof  may  be  adduced  oT  it.  And,  at 
the  moment  whaa  the  British  Mini9try  through 
that  judge,  is  thus  afiecttng  to  controvert  Uui 
fact,  and  lo  place  (he  rel^se  of  our  property  npoa 
its  establishment,  instructions  are  prepared  for  Mr. 
Foster  to  meet  at  Washington  the  very  revoca- 
tion which  thejy  were  coatesttng.  And  how  does 
ha  meet  it"?  By  fulfilling  the  eofagemeac  sol- 
emnly made  to  rescind  the  orders?  No,  sir,  but 
by  demanding  that  we  shall  secure  the  introduo* 
tioa  iuto  the  Continent  .of  British  manufactures. 
England  is  said  to  he  fighting  for  the  world,  and 
shall  wc  it  is  asked,  attempt  to  weaken *her  exer* 
tions?  Ifjindeed,  (he-aim  of  the  Freaoh  Empe> 
ror  be  universal  dominion  (and  he  was  willing  to 
allow  it  to  the arjg;u'ment,)  what  a  t^oblecause is 
presented  to  British  valor.  But,  how  is  her  phi- 
lanthropic purpose  to  be  achieved  ?  By  scrupu- 
lous observance  of  the  rights  of  others ;  by  respeet- 
ing  that  code  of  public  law,  which  she  professes 
to  vindicate,  and  by  abstaii^ng  from  sel^aggcan- 
dizem^^ttk  Then,  would' she  command' the  sym- 
pathies pf  the  worlds  What  are  we  required' to 
do  by  those  who  v^ould  engage  our  feelings  aad 
wishes  in  her  behalf?  To  b^r  the  actual  cuft 
of  her'arrogahce^  that  we  may  escape  a  chimeri- 
cal Freiich  sub^jugation  1  We  are  invited,  con- 
jured to  drink  the  potion  of  British  poison  actu- 
ally presented  to  pur  lips,  that  we  may  avoid  rha 
imperial  dose  prepared  by  perturbed  imaginations. 
We  are  called  upon  to  submit  to  debasement,  dia- 
hono{,  and  disgrace— to  bow  the  neck  to  royal 
insolence^  as  a  course  of  preparation  for  manly 
resistance  to  Gallic  invasion !  What  nation,  what 
i^vidual  wasfver  taught,  in  theschoobof  igaa- 
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mtDious  flobmistioik;  the  patriotic  lesAons  of  free- 
dom and  independence?  Let  those  who  con  tend 
for  this  humiliating  doctrine,  read  ks  refetatlon 
in  the  history  of  the  very  man  against  whose  in- 
satiable thirst  of  dominion  we  are  warned. '  The 
experience  of  desolated  Spain,  for  the  Ias|  fifteen 
years,  is  worth  volumes.  Did  she  find  her  repose 
and  safety  in  subserviency  tct  the  wi}i  of  that 
man  ^  Had  sh«  boldly  stood  forth  and  repelled 
the  first  attempt  to  dictate  to  her  CQuncils,^  her 
Monarch  would  not  now  be  a  miserable  captive 
mt  Marseilles.  Let  us  come  homfe  to  our  own 
history.  It  was  not  by  submission  that  our  fa- 
thers achieved  our  independence.  The  patriotic 
wisdom  that  placed  you,  Mr.  Chairman,- said  Mr. 
C,  under  that  canopy,  penetrated  the  designs  of 
a  corrupt  Ministry,  and  nobly  fronted  encroach- 
ment on  its  first  appearance.  It  saw  ^yond  the 
petty  taxes,  with  whieb  it  commenced,  a  long 
train  of  oppreasive  measures,  terminatidg  in  the 
total  annihilation  of  liberty ;  and,  contemptible 
as  they  were,  did  not  hesitate  to  resist  themi 
Take  the  experience  of  the  last  four  or  five  years, 
and  which,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  exhibited  in- ap- 
pearance, at  least,  a  different  kind  of  spirit.  He 
aid  not  wish  m  view  the  past  further  than  to  guide 
us  for  the  futare.  'We  were  but  yesterday  coo- 
tending  for  the  indirect  trade — the  righl  to  export 
to  Europe  the  coffee  and  su^r  of  the  Wast  In- 
dies. Today  we  are  asserting  our  clarnl  to  the 
direct  trade — the  right  to  -export  our  'cotton,  to- 
bacco, and  other  domestic  produce  to  market. 
Yield  this  point,  and  to-morrow  iotercearse  her 
tween  New  OrMnsand  New  York — between  the 
planters  on  James  river  and  Richmond,  will  be 
interdicted.  For,  sir,  the  career  of  encroachment 
is  never  arrested  by  submission.'  It  will  advance 
while  there  remains  a  single  privile^  on  which 
it  can  operate.  Gentlemen  say  that  this  Ooreni- 
ment  is  unfit  for  any  war,  but  a  war  of  invasion. 
Wh«t,  is  it.  not  eq<livalent  to  invasion,  if  the 
mouths  of  our  harbors  and  outlets  are  blocked 
up,  and  we  are  denied  egress  from  our,  own  wa- 
ters? Or^  when  the  burglar  is  at  our  door,  shall 
we-  bravely  sally  forth  and  repel  his  (blonioos 
eotranee,  or  meanly  skulk  within  the  eelb  of  the 
cattle? 

He  contended  that  the  real'  cause  of  British 
aggression^  was  not  to  distress  an  enemy  bat  to 
destroy  a  rival.  'A  comparative  view  of  our  com- 
merce  with  Enrlandantl  the  continent,  Would 
satisfy  any  one  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.  Prior 
to  the  embargo,  the  balanae  of  trade  between  this 
country  and  England,  v^as  between  eleven  and 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  in  favor  of  EUigland. 
Our  consumption  of  her  manufactures  was  annu-. 
ally  increasing, an^  hadrisen  tonearly'950,0G|0,000.< 
We  exported  to  her  what  she  most  wanted,  prdvi- 
sions  and  raw  materials  for  her  manufactures,  and 
received  in  return  what  she  was  most  desirous  to 
sell.  Our  exports  to  Frknee.  Holland,  Spain,  and 
Italy,  taking  an  average  6f  the  years  1802, 3,  and 
4.  amounted  to  about  $12,000,000  of  domestic,  and 
about  $18,000,000  of  foreign  produce.  Oar  im- 
ports from  the  same  countries  amounted  to  about 
$25,000,000.    The- foreign  produce  exported  con- 


sisted obfefly  of  luxuries  frein  the  West  Indies. 
It  is  apparent  that  this  trade,  the  balance  of 
which  was  in  favor,  not  of  France,  but  of  the 
United  States,  was  not  of  very  vital  consequence 
to  the  enemy  of  Kngland.^  Would  she,  therefore, 
for  the  sole  pufppse  of  depriving  her  adversary 
of  this  commerce,  relinquish  ^er  valuable  trade 
with  this  country,  exhibiting  thee^sentiai  balance 
in  her  favor — nay,  more ;  hazard. the  peace  of  the 
country  ?  No,  sir,  you  must  look  for  an  expla^ 
nation  of  her  conduct  in  the  jealousies  of  a  rival. 
&he  sickens  at  your  prosperity,  and  beholds  in 
your  growth-^your  sails  spread  on  every- ocean, 
and  yo6r  numerous  seamea-^the  foundations  of  a 
Power  which,  at  no  very  distant  day,  isto-make 
her  tremble  /or  oavalsuperiority.  He  had  omit- 
ted before  to  notice  the  loss  of -our  seamen,  if  we 
continued  in  our  present  situation.  What  would 
become  of  the  one  hundred  thousand,  (for  he  un- 
derstood there  was  about  thai  number)  in  the 
Ain^rican  service?  Would  they  not  leave  us 
aad  seek  ethployment  abroad,  perhaps  in  Uievery 
eoontry  that  injures  us? 

it  is  said,  that  thiei  effect  of  the  war  at  home  will 
be  a  chkiage  of  tho^e  who  administer  the  Govern- 
ment, who  will  be  replaced  by  others  that  Will 
make  a  disgraceful  peace.  He  did  not  believe  it. 
Not  a  man  in  the  nation  could  really  doubt  the 
sincerity  with  which  those  iu  power  have  sought, 
by  all  honorable,  pacific  means,  to  protect  the  in- 
terests.of  the  country.  Wh^n  the  people  saw 
exercised  towards  both  belligerents,  the  utmost 
impartiality;  witnessed  the  same  equal  terms 
tendered  to  bo|h ;  and  beheld  the  Goverament 
successively  embracing  an  accommodation  with 
each  iu  exactly  the  same  spirit  of  amity,  be  was 
fully  persuaded,  now  that  war  was  the  only  al- 
ternative left  lo  us  by  the  injustice  of  one  of  the 
Powers,  that 'the  Aupport  and  confidence  of  the 
people  would  remain  undiminished.  He  was 
oney'howeyer,  who  was  prepared  (and  he  would 
not  believe  that  he  was  more  so  than  every  other 
member  of  the. Commit  tee)  tq  march  on  in  the 
rOad  of  his  duty;  at  all  hazards.  What !  shall  it 
be  said  that  oar  atnor  pqtri<B  is  loca^d  at  these 
desk^-*ibat  we  put>illanimously  cling  to  our  seats 
here,  rather  than  boldly  Tindicate  the  most  ines- 
timable rights  of  the  country  V  Whilst  the  heroic 
Daviess  and  his  gallant  associates,  exposed  to  all 
the  perils  of  treacherous  savage  warfare,  are  sa- 
crificing themselyes  for  the  good  of  their  country, 
sh^U  we  shrink  from:  our  duty  ? 

Mr.  C.  concluded,  by  hoping  that  his  remarks 
had  tended  to  prove  that  the  quantum  of  the  force 
was^nbt  too  great — that  in  its  nature  it  was  free 
fVodi  the  objections  urged  against  it,  and  that  the 
object  of  its  application  was  one  imperiouslf 
called  for  .by  the  crisis* 

Mr.  WiDOcaT  said,  there  was  no  disagreement 
of  opinion  in  the  House  about  asserting  the  rights 
of  the  country ;  gentlemen  disagreed  onl  v  as  to  the 
mode  of  doing  it.  He  was  sorry  that  toe  gentle- 
man who  bad  just  made  so  handsome  an  address 
on  the  subject  before  the  Committee,  had  not  east 
a  single  glance  at  the  volunteer  corps,  which 
was  yeatardfty  uuHer  coosideration.    The  militia 
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of  this  country^  he  said,  had  heretofore  been  cofi> 
sidered  as  the  great  bulwark  of  our  defence;  and 
it  was  still  so  ieonsidered  in  the  Eastern  Stages. 
The  militia  ojf  that  part  of  the  Unioii  were  air 
ways  reader  to  perform  any  service  to  which  they 
might  be  called.  T;hoy  are  an'  army  of  them- 
selves* Thev  are  not,  like  the .  ipilitia  ib  sonie 
other  parts  of  the  country,  called  out  to  exercise 
with  cornstalks.  Every  nian'has  his  thbsket  in 
good  order,  and  the  service  of  a  militiaman  is 
there  considered  an  honorable  service.  For  bii;p- 
self,  he  w^as  xxk  favor  of  raising,  volunteer  corps, 
in  preference  to  regulars,  and  he  knew  not  why 
that  biH  had  been  laid  aside  to  take  up  this.  He 
knew  ihey  would  be  niuch  more  easily  raised. 
On  being  properly  add r^sed.  by  a  beloved  officer, 
he  bad  no  doubt  that  ooe  half  or  thre^foui'ths  of 
many  regiments  would  offer  ^eir  services  as 
volunteers;  but, if  that  officer  went  among  the 
same  men  in  the  character  of  an  officer  of  the 
new  array,  he  would  not  be  aMe  ttf  get  ten  men. 
He  was  opposed,  at  all  events,  to  the  passing  ofa 
bill  for  raising  a  large  airniy;  for  he  beUeved  as 
many  men  would  be  got  by  "ah  act  for  raisiVig^iz 
or  ten  thousand  men,  as  by  one  for  raising  twen- 
ty-five thousand. 

The  honorably  Speaker  had  said,  that  if  the 
towns  of  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston, 
were  to  be  captured  by  the  enemy,  that  liberty 
wouM  still  remain.  But  where?  On  the  rear, 
he  supposed.  God  deliver  him  from  such- liberty. 
There  was  no  necessity,  said  Mr.  W«,  for  all  this 
trouble  about  raising  a  regular  army  for  taking 
Canada.  The  militia  of  the  Ne^  England  States 
only  wantecl  authority  to  do  the  business — gi.ve 
the  word  of  command,  ;?aid  he,  and  the  thing  wHK 
be  done.  If  the  bill-before  the  House  wa«  passed, 
there  would  be  do  difficulty  in  getting  the  offi- 
cers; but  theship^s  crew  would  not  Im  so  easily 
come  at.  He  was  a^nst  relj^ing  upon  regulars 
for  protection  ;  if  this  was  to  be  the  reliance,  he 
should  want  his  property  insured.  We  may,  ^aid 
he,  get  ourselves  into  a  war  fever  here,  and  pass 
a  law  for  raising  a  large  r'effular  army,  but  he 
would  sooner  depend  upon  Yolunteers^— the  mili^ 
tin  of  the  country.  Mr.  W.  read  statements  to 
show  the  support  which  the  New  England  Slates 
afforded  in  tne  Revolution,  and  concluded  wjth 
observing,  4hat  the  strength  of  the  country  lav  in 
the  New  England  States.  When  difficulties 
come,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  militia  will  be  called 
npon;  and  it  mij^t  be  Well  to  let  them  know 
now,  that  they  are  not  forgotten.  Bnt,.  for  his 
part  though  gentlemen  talked  much  about  war, 
ne  did  not  expect  the  country  would  ^et  to  war. 
We  shtiU  find  eenttemen  voting  for  this  bill,  who 
will  not  vote  for  going  to  war.  V^^  are  ncri  at 
present  in  a  state  of  war,  and  there  is  a  bare  pos- 
sibility we  may  stiU  escape  it.  He  was,  however, 
willing  to  raise  fifteen  thousand  regulars,  and 
rely  upon  volunteers  and  milifia  for  the  rest ;  and 
in  addition  to  the.ir  pay,  he  was  willing  to  give 
our  citizens,  who  should  thur  engase  to  fight  our 
battles,  a  liberal  bounty  in  land.  We  bad  plenty 
of  it,  and  it  <:ould  not  be  better  disposed  of. 

Mr.BoTD.—I^.  Chairman,!  understand  that 


there  is  a  motion  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise 
and  report  the  bill  to  the  House.  If  it  be  in  order, 
I  have  M)me  observations  to  make  to  the  Com- 
mittee before' that  is  done.  I  do  not  perceive  that 
ther^  is  any  necessity  for  tiueh  haste;  it  is  an  old 
proverb,  that  in  the  multitude  of  council  there  is 
safety.'  The  gentleman  wbo  has  just  sat  down 
(Mr.  Clay)  has  asked  a  nufnber  of  questions,  and 
call^  on  gentlemen  to  answer  them.  Among 
other  things,  if  I  have  rightly  understood  him,  he 
asks  what  we  have  to  lose  by  war,  and  what  we 
have  to  gain  by  pes^ce?  These  -questions  I  will 
try  to  answer  >  biit,  before  I  do  so,  I  will  say  that 
he  has  given  us  a  now  of  etjbguence  and  anima- 
tion seldom  equalled,  and  stated  facts  and  truths 
not  to  be  denied  or  gatnaaid.  I  understiind  hira 
to  say,  that  ihe  number  of  men  proposed  by  tha 
bill  was  too  few  for  war,  andaoo  many  for  peace ; 
but,  withpl,  showing  the  absolute  propriety  of 
war.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  war  spiilt  is  high ;  per- 
haps if  will  not  be  amiss  to  infuse  a  little  caution 
int!?  it.  It  xs  contended  that  we  must  have  war. 
But  will  it  not  b^  advisable  for  us  to  see  where 
we-can  operate  so  as  to  Secure  the  end  proposed  ? 
Short  of  this,  you  do  nothing.  You  spend  your 
blood  and  treasure  to  no  purpose.  I  will  ask, 
vrhere  will  you  operate  on  that  Power  so  as  to 
effect  your  purpose— a  repeal  of  her  Orders  in 
Council  ?  Not  On  the  Bigh  seas  %  If  there,  with 
What  fdrce?  Your  six  or  ten  frigates,  and  some 
gQnboats?  Noysir;  it  is  confessed  On  all  sides 
that  there  she  is  superior.  Well,  but  we  will 
make  her  feel ;  we\vill  march  to  Canada ;  reduce 
the  Canadas  and  Halifax,  and  drive  her/rom  the 
Continent.  Is  it  not  proper  to  inquire,  when  you 
are  rafsing  an  army  for  such  ^lurposes,  to  know 
what  number  would  be  sufficient  1  Some  gentle- 
men have  told  me  three  thousand ;  some  say  ten; 
9ome  fifteen';  some  twenty-five;  some  fifty  thou- 
sand. Be  it  soj  yon  have -the  ipen  toraise,  clothe, 
and  marchk  I  will  ask,  can  it  be  dbn/e  in  secret, 
Or  in  six  months  3  Surely  not.  What  wiU  yonr 
enemy  b^  doing  all  tbat  time  %  Will  she  look  on 
quietly,  and  make  no  resistance  ?  4s  victory  sure; 
and,  if  it  was,  would  that  proeure  the  end  for 
which:  yon  contend  ?  Not  at  all.  You  acknow- 
ledge  that  the  wrongs .  are  committed  on  the 
high  seas;  and  will  yt)u  bring'her  to  terms  by  an 
attack  of  her .  ]^rovinc^ ,  by  uiad  ?  But  you  are 
to  show. the  spirit  of  the  nation  by  retaliation. 
Would  to  Gk>d  it  was  in  our  power;  there  is  no 
man  fe^ls  more  indignant  at  her  multiplied  wronn 
on  our  lawful  commerce  than  I  do;  but  but  tne 

?uestion  returns,  where  shall  we  find  our  remedy? 
answer,  iioi  in  the  conquest  of  the  Canadas.  I 
will  suppose  your  army  marched ;  Upper  Canada 
taken;  yoularrive  at  the  walls  of  Quebec,  and 
you  should  be  defeated— and  that  is  at  least  pos- 
sible—how, then,  are  you  situated?  Regular 
troops  in  your  rear,  Canadians  in  your  front,  In- 
dians on  your  Wings,  where  or  how  will  you  per- 
form a  retreat  ?  You  cOuid  not  go  forward,  and 
you  cannot  get  back;  and,  if  yon  could,  must  not 
your  enemies  cross  the  line  into  our  territory? 
Will  they  respect  the  line  from  vour' example? 
How,  then,  stands  the  situation  ot  our  Sutes  of 
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New  Hampthtre,  VeriDQot,  New  York,  hni  the 
whole  raoge  of  our  Northwest  frontier  from  due- 
bee  to  the  Mississippi  ?  Sir,  it  is  puifxfui  in  the 
extreme  for  me  to  say  these  things,  and  1  do  it 
with  reluctance ;  hut,  in  .my  coQ&cience,  I  con- 
ceive it  to  be  an  imperious  duty  to  warn  my 
countrymen  to  look  at  consequences.  But,  it  is 
contended  tnat  ther^  is  lio  jnedium  hetween  war 
or  ignominious  submi^ion.  ^  I  think  far  other- 
wise. I  am  no  suhmifsion  mad.  I  was  not  so  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  and  I  think  I  am  not  so 
now.  i  opix)8ed  the  British  then  with  the  great- 
est energy  that  I  wa«.  master  of,  and  I  would  do 
so  at  this  (ime^  but  here  the  question  returns, 
what  is  proper?  Not  the  measure^  that  we  are 
about  to  adopt  If  my  enemy  cuts  my  finger,  am 
I,  in  order  to  show  my.spirit,.to  plunge  a  daf^er 
into  his  bosom  %  No,  sir;  I  ao)  no  such  duellist 
Adhere  to  the  measures  that  are  proposed,  and 
you  do  so  to  our  country ;  and  I  cannot  have  the 
most  distant  expectation  that  they  will  procure 
the  thing  contended  for  ;  nor  pan  1  believe  that  it 
can  enter  into  the  head  of  an^  member  of  this 
Committee  that  it  wil).  No,  sir ;  there  must  be 
something  hollow  somewhere;'  where,  I  cannot 
tell ;  you  are  to  have  an  auny  of  officers,  not  m^n, 
as  it  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war;[  ^or  some  of 
the  States,  at  particular  times,  had  hardly  men 
enough  to  make  waiters  for  the  officers,  to  ride 
behind  them  about  the  country ;  though  I  do  not 
compare  those  times  with  the  present,  or  what  we 
are  now  about.'  Sir,  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  show 
our  valor  and  spirit  in  this  gilded  tiall;  but,  take 
my  word  for  it,  thfat  five  ye^rs  expensive  war  will 
cool  that  spirit.  At  one  time  we  take  the  C^apa^ 
das,  with  a  few  meu,  in  a  single  campaign ;  and, 
at  another,  we  hear  of  five  years  protracted  war 
Five  years  protracted  war !  Spending  twentv  o. 
thirtv  millions  pet^  annum, for  what?  The  liber- 
ty or  exporting,  without  interruption,  our  surplus 
produce,  whicn  is  our  natural  right.  Granted. 
But  will  not  ykrar  prevent  that  export  at)d  operate 
as  an  embargo  ?  •  Where  or  how  will  you  export 
during  the  cootiauance  of  the  war?  We  now 
export  to  the  amount  of  many  millions,  and  im- 
port so  as  to  have  ten  or  twelve  millions  revenue. 
W  here  or  what  will  be  your  revenue  in  the  time 
of  your  war  embargo  for  five  years?   'Your  t>eo- 

Jde,  in  that  situation,  cannot  pay -a  direct,  tax  to 
eed  and  clothe  your  army;  They  will  begin  to 
inquire  what  all  this  is  for?  Contracting  one 
hundred  i^illions  of  debt.  If  our  spirits  are  high, 
the  people's  will  be  cooled  down.  Sir,  I  am 
afraid  that  we  are  about  to  sap  the  foundations 
of  our  happy  Government 

Sir,  I  will  state  another  case.  Suppose  your 
fifty  thousand  men  in  Canada,  and  the  British 
send  five  or  six  ships  of  the  line,  with  fi^ve  or  six 
thousand  troops  on  board,  aiid  land  them  in  the 
Ploridas,  Amelia  Island,  or  some  parts  of  Georgia, 
how  would  you  repel  tnem  ?  Draw  back .  your 
troops  and  march  them  to  the  South?  Before 
you. could  do  that  one  of  the.  States  might  be 
overrun  and  plundered.  Let  us  turn  our  eye$  to 
Europe,  and  see  what  is  transacting  there,  by  way 
of  conuast.   The  French  Emperor,  with  seventy 


millions  of  people,  rich  in  resources,  with  a  con- 
siderable naval  force,  and  absolute  dictator,  has 
he,  with  all  his  force,  been  able  to  cause  England 
to  repeal  her  paper  blockade  or  Orders  in. Coun- 
cil ?  On  the  other  hand,  has  Great  Britain,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Northern  Powers,  been  able  to  sub- 
due France?  Has  she,  by  her  superior  naval 
istrength^  been  able  to  make  France  repeal  her  de- 
cr^s?  No.  'And  will  you,  whilst  she  possesses 
Oii^elve millions  of  population^  with  a  naval  force 
that  governs  the  seas,  reduce  her  to  our  terms  bj 
such  fprce  as  we  possess?  ,  No^  sir;  the  thing  is 
preposterous^.  Her  interest  it  is  that  must  make 
her  do  US  justice;  and  I  trust  that  it  will,  if  we 
act  wisely.  Submission,  submi5sioQ,  is  the  word 
that  is  to.  work  us  up  to  a  frenzy.  How  have 
we  submitted.?  Have  we  not  contendecj  for  our 
right,  by  negotiation,  these  five  years  past  ?  What 
ri^ht  have  we  relinquished?  None.  Has  she 
said  that  we  demanded  an  unjust  thing?  No; 
her  answer  is,  that  iu'  her  desperate  conflict  she 
cannot.  The  embargo  and  non-intercourse  are 
now  called  submission..  Did  they  not  bring  Great 
Britain  to  form  an  arrangement,  acknowledging 
our  right,'througli  the  medium  of  Mr.  Erskine ; 
and  do  we  not  know  that  he  had  power  so  to  do? 
They  l^ave  impressed  our  teamen,  and  they  must 
be  relieved.  Well,  and  how  is  this  to  be  done? 
By  taking  Canada  and  by  our  privateers.  If 
there  is  war,  there  will  be  fighting;  and,  whilst 
they  are  strongest  at  sea,  the  presumption  is,  that 
they  will  take  more  than  we  shall.  Sir,  let  me 
state,  that  for  ten  years  past,  deduct  all  your 
losses,  and  then  we  have  reserved  more  for  our 
produce  than  we  should  have  done  had  Europe 
been  in  peace,  and  we  had  enjoyed  all  our  rights. 
Another  ide^  strikes  me.  If  our  enemy  is  in  the 
North,  the  merchant  at  Georgetown  or  Alexan- 
dria has  a  thousand  barrels  of  beef,  or  pork,  or 
flour — so  soon  as  there  is. war,  the  price  of  pro- 
visions will  be  doubled  in  Europe*  lie  clears  out 
for  New  York;  so. soon  as  he, is  out,  he  is  blown 
off;  your  enemy  fed;  the  price  of  rations  doubled 
on  us;  you  will  have  to  pay  as  high  for  every 
ration  as  it  will  command  abroad.  The  honora- 
ble Speaker  has  gone  far,  indeed,  in  his  zeal  for 
rights.  He  has  said,  let  the  enemy  seize  and  lay 
New  Torit,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston  in  ashes: 
nay,  let  them  overrun  the  whole  country  east  of 
the  Alleghany,  and  libertv  Vould  retire  to  the 
West,  and  live  and  fl<^risn  there.  It  may  be  so, 
but  it  is  too  high  a  price  for  me ;  I  have  no  incli- 
nation of  going  there ;  and  it  would  be  poor  con- 
solation to  me,  after  everything  that  was  near 
and  dear  to  o^e  and  my  people  were  destroyed. 
Sir,  we  have  a  Chief  Magistrate,  and  I  have  full 
confidence  in  him*  He  is  pho^en  by  a  population 
qf  seven  millions  of  people;  he  has  asked  or  re- 
commended ten  thousand  men  to  be  raised ;  that 
number  I  will  vote  for,  and  not  higher,  at  this 
time.  These  short  observations  I  have  conceived 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  make. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  with 
amendments ;  but  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment 
having  arrived,  the  House  declined  taking  up  the 
report. 
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WfiDifEBDAY,  Janbary  1, 1812. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petiiLoa  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  that 
the  inhabitants  of  that  Territory  may  be  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  elect  t|)e  sheriffs  of  their 
rtspeciive  counties. — Referred  to  the  ComrailYee 
of  the  Whole.  \ 

Mr.  Jennings,  also,  presented  another  petition 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  tne  said  Territory  may  be  erected  into« 
separate  and  independent  State,  and  that  such 
State  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States. — Referred 
to  a  select  committee.  ■  * 

Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  RbeA|  Mr<^ 
Roane,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Laccck.  and  Mr.  PiyvEN- 
PORT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  (Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referi-ed  the 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  west  of  Rock  Creek,  presented  a  biUicon- 
ceroing  the  Levy  Court  of  Washington  county, 
in  the>  District  of  Columbia ;  "which  was  ;read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  o^  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next.  ' 

Mr.  MaOon  presented  resolutions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  North  Cardlina, 
approbatory  of  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
President's  Message  to  Congress^  at  the  Com- 
mencement of  tbe  present  session,  and  declaring 
that  the  evils  which  the  nation  has  endured  have 
arisen  wholly  from  the  unprincipled  conduct  of 
the  European  belligerents,  and  that  Ihey  will 
support  the  General  Government  in  such  meas- 
ures as  may  be  adopted  to  promote  the*  interest 
and  secure  the  iinion,  liberty,  and  independence 
of  the  United  States;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SpBAKEji  laid  before  the  House  tbe  annual 
report  of  the  Sectetary  of  th^  Navy,  of  the  ap- 
plication of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
for  the. use  of  the  Navy  Departnient  for  the  last 
year. — Referred  to  the  Committee  pf  Ways'  and 
Means. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  wished  to  make  a  motion  rela- 
tive to  the  settlement  of  estates  of  certain  per- 
sons, under  the  act,  now  ipxpired,  for  establishing 
a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Owing  to  the 
repeal  of  that  law, .though  a  provision  was  made 
in  the  repealing  act  for  cases  not  then  fully  com- 
pleted under  the  bankrupt  act,  certain  difficulties 
had  arisen,  which  he  believed  it  would  require  k 
supplementary  act  to  adjust.  Mr.  M.  stated  that 
there  were  some  cases  within  his  knowledge,  in 
which  some  very  important  estateir  could  not  be 
settled  without  some  further  provision  bei^ 
made  by  law.  He,  therefore,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  wax  adopted,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  three  members  appointed  to  make  the 
inquiry : 

**  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
qafre  whether  any,  and  what,  provision  ought  to  be 
made  by  law  for  the  relief  of  creditors  under  the  act 
for  establishing  an  uniform  svstem  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  tbe  United  States  aiid  thai  they  be  author- 
i*€d  to  report  by  bill  br  otherwise." 


Mr.  Sail  LIB  observed  that  it  had  been  custom- 
ary heretofore  for  the'  two  Houses  to  pay  their 
respects  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 
the  first  day  of  the  new  year;  and  the  hoiir  for 
doing  this  having  arrived,  be  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  this  mo- 
rion ;  they  were  takei^  and  the  question  was  lost, 
56^  to  50. 

ADDITIONAL  MH^ITART  FORCE. 

The  order'of  the  <iay  being  called  for,  the  Hotise 
took  up  the  amend oieots  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  from  thft  Senate  for  raising  «■ 
ad<fitional  military  force. 

Having  eome  to  the  aniendment  which  pro* 
posed  that  the  officers  for  eight  regiments  only 
shouM  be  appointed,,  until .  three-fourths  of  the 
men  were  enlisted, 

Mr.  BuRWCLL  moved  ia amend  the  Amendment 
by  striking  out  the  words  ^  eight  regiments,"  and 
insertinsr**six." 

Mr.  Wright  hoped  this  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  He  Considered  this  as  a,  war  measure^ 
and^if  we  were  to  economize  in  this  way  at  the 
coinmencement  of  the  business,  he  should  not 
calculate  uj^on  our  acting  with  effect.  Our  eotm- 
try  was  too  important,  and  our  rights  too  sacred, 
to  be  frittering  down  measures  for  their  defence  in 
the  manner  proposed.  In  proportion,  said  he,  as 
the  commissioned  officers  are  appointed  will  the 
recruiting  progress.  These  officers  will  inspire 
the  people,  in  the  several  parts  of  the  eountry 
from  which  thev  may  be  talteo,  with'  a  military 
spkit,  which  will  induce  them  to  enlist  into  the 
service.  He  liked  the  bill  better  before  it  had 
received  its  present  limitation  as  to  the  appoint* 
meqt  of  the  officers ;  but,  as  the  Committee  had 
agreed  thus  ta  amend  the  bill,  he  did  not  wish  to 
stir  the  subject  again.  -  He  hoped,  however,  the 
reduction  would  not  be  carried  ^ny  further, 

Mr.  BoRWCLL  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Marylaod.had  called  upon  the  House  iiot  to  con- 
sent, from  motives  of  economy,  to  fritter  away 
otir  measures . of  defence^  If,  said  Mr.  B.,  the 
House  should  detei-mine  to  appoint  hll  the  offi- 
cers, as  at  first  proposed,  rshall  be  ready  to  go 
with  that  gentlenaan,  ai>d  others,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable. But,  he, thought,  there  was  a  great  difier- 
ence  between  expending  the  public  money  use- 
lessly, and  in  such  way  as  to  obtain^e  ol^'ect  in 
view  at  the  lea.st  expense.  But,  the  genilemaa 
says  that,  if  all  the  officers  are  appointed  at  opc^, 
the  ranks  will  be  much  sooner  filled  than  in  the 
way  proposed  by  this  amendment.  How,  said 
Mr.  B.,  can  this  be  shown  ?  It  is  well  known 
that  these  officerj^  will  do  nothing  towards  raising 
the  men,  and  the  President  can  at  any  time  ap- 
point them  when  they  may  be  wanted.  He  had 
not  made  this  motion  to  .diminish  the  effect  of 
the  bill,  (for  he  believed  the  men  would  be  ob- 
tained as  soon  without  these  officers  as  with  them,) 
but  in  order  to  itiake  the  bill  more  palatable  to 
many  gentlemen  who  at  present  object  to  it  on 
the  score  of  expense.  If  the  t>^enty-five  thou- 
sand men  could  be  raised  by  enacting  the  Uw, 
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there  would  be  propriety  in  appoiiMiDg  the  offi- 
cers At  onee  ;  but  do  road  can  believe  that  four  or 
five  thousand  men  will  be  enlisted  iq  four  or  five 
months ;  and,  as  the  President  will  have  the  pow- 
er to  appoint  the  officers  whenever  they  shall  be 
wanted,  DO  inconvenience  can  arise  from  defer- 
ring the  appointments  till  that  time.  Ai^d  it  is, 
besides,  probable  that  the  President  will  have  it  in 
his  power  to  make  better  appointments  then  than 
DOW.  from  having  more  time  in  which  to  make 
the  proper  selection  of  char^cte;rs  for  the  purpose. 
It  ought  to  be  recollected  that  one-third  or  the 
expense  of  the  support  of  this  army,  goes  to  the 
payment  of  its  officers,  and  if  they  were  to  be- 
appointed  immediately,  this  expense  would  be 
incurred  without  pro4ucing  any  benefit  to  the 
country.         ^    ' 

On  the  subject  of  economy,  Mr.  B.  said,  while, 
we  took  measures  fat  raising  a  force  adequate  to 
the  purposes  we  had  in  view,  care  ought  to  be 
taken  that  no  money  is^uniiecessarily  expended; 
The  raising  of  funds  would  put  the  country  to 
some  difficulty,  but  he  had  no  doubt  the  expense 
would  be  cheerfully  met  by  the  people,  when  they 
se^  that  no  unnecessary  expense  is  incurred. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wbight,  the 
amendment  was  carried,  there  being  fifty-seven 
members  in  fkvor  of  it. 

Mr.  Nelson  aAid  he  did  not  wish  to  throw  any 
embarrassment  in  the  way  of  raising  the  army 
proposed,  but  he  believed  that  it  would  be  un- 
necessary at  the  eommescement  of  the  business 
to  appoint  all  the  officers  now  contemplated.  It 
WAS  well  known  that  the  efficient  officers  in  rais- 
lAC  troops  are  the  captains  and  subalterns.  The 
field  officers  being  of  no  use  until  the  men  are 
raised)  it  might  be  well  to  defer  their  ap)>oint- 
meot  UDiil  thafr  time.  He  moved,  therefore,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  Cdlowing  provision : 

**  That  so  many  of  the  officers  shall  be  commissioned 
at  first,  and  so  on  fW>m  time  to  time,  as  the  Executive 
■ary  believe  neoessary  for  raSsing  the  tioops." 

The  Speaker  declared  this  motion  not  in  order, 
at  present,  but  that,  when  the  amendments  were 
gone  through,  and  the  bill  was  before  the  House, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  introducing  it. 

Another  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  called  upon  it. — Lost  by  a  larger 
majoritv  than  before. 

All  the  amendments  having  been  considered, 
and  others  introduced,  the  question  recurred  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing ;  but,  several  members  expressing  a  desire  to 
see  the  bill,  as  amended,  printed,  t>efore4hey  gave 

9  vote  upon  it,  a  motion  was  carried  for  jt  to  lie 
on  the  table,  in  order  to  make  way  for  another  to 
hare  it  printed,  which  was  accordingly  made  and 
carried. — Adjourned* 

TiiURSDAT,  January  2. 
The  Spbakbh  announced  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate extending  the  time  of  certain  patents  granted 

10  Robert  Fiuton,  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
nitied  *,  tboogh  not  without  smm^  objections. 

18th  Con.  Ist  Ssss.— 20 


Mr.  Alston  stated-it  to  be  a  very  extraordinary 
thing  that  an  application  should  be  made  for  an 
extension  of  a  patent  which  had  not  been  granted 
more  than  two  years.  After  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  in  favor  of  the  extension,  the  bill 
was  sufiered  to  take  the  U3ual  course. 

Mr.  Wright  called  up  for  consideration  a  res* 
olution  which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  some 
days  ago,  proposing  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  bring  m  a  bill  for  the  protection,  I'ecovery, 
and  indemnification  of  American  seamen.  It 
was  accordingly  taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee of'  five  members  appointed,  viz:  Mr. 
Wright,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr;  Tallm  aogb^ 
and  Mr.  Sturobs. 

Mr.  McKee  slated  to  the  House,  that  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  a 
subject  which  did  not  come  properly  before  that 
committee,  but  belonged  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures.  This  letter  com- 
plains of  the  want  of  goods' proper  for  the  Indian 
I>epartment,  and  soggests  the  propriety  of  making 
ah -exception  in  the  non-importation  law  in  favor* 
of  these  goods..  Mr.  McExe,  in  conformity  with 
this  letter,  offered  the  folio  wiog  resolution,  which^ 
with  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  wish- 
ed might,  for  the  present,  lie  tipoo  the  table,  un- 
til members  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  subject :  • 
'  ^  Resolvedt  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufacturos  be  instructed  to  inquire  it^  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing,  by  law,  the  introduction  into  the 
United  States  of  such  foreign  goods  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  usual  supply  of  the  Indian  Department.''  ' 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  wished  to  make  a  motion  on  the 
subject  of  a  claim  which  had  been  before  Con* 
gress  for  twenty-four  years,  and  which,  therefore, 
ought  to  be  decided  upon.  Mueh  difficulty,  no 
doubt,  had  attended  the  investigation ;  but,  ne- 
vertheless', if  the  claim  be  a  just  one,  it  ought  to 
be  allowed,  or,  if  otherwise,  rejected.  In  order  to 
obtain  this  object,  he  proposed  the  following  res- 
olution : 

'^Resohed,  That  the  Committee  of  CUims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  referring  the 
claim  of  Beaumarchais'  heirs  to  some  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  form  of  a  case  agreed  between  the 
Attorney  General  and  the  agent  of  the  said  claim,  or 
in  such  other  forpi  jlb  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  Attor* 
ney  General  and  the  said  agent*** 

After  some  objections  from  Messrs.  Fisk,  Pit- 
kin, €luiNC\\  and  Alston,  the  resolution  was 
negAtived.  It  was  stated  to  be  a  novel  proced- 
ure ;  that  if  this  claim  were  to  take  the  proposed 
direction,  there  were  hundreds  pf  others  mighr 
follow  it.  It  was  hoped  that  Congress  would 
never  send  any  claim  made  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  decided  in  her  courts.  This,  said  Mr« 
Alston,  ^  would  be  throwing  the  independence 
pf  the  country  at  the  feet  of  the  Judiciary."  Thia 
claim,  thougljtit  appeared  in  the  name  of  an  indi- 

Ividual)  it  was  stated  was  more  in  the  nature  of 
a  claim  of  the  French  Qovemment  upon  the 
,  Gkiveniment  of  this  ooui|tyr  thap  an  indiTidM^ 
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elaim.  The  Committee  of  Claims,  at  all  events, 
ought  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  thi9  subject^ 
lirithout  attempting  to  remove  the  settlement  to 
liny  other  tribunal. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCfe. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  bill  from  the  Senate  tp  raise  an 
additional  military  forc^. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  tbe  bill,  by  add- 
ing thereto  a  new  section,  ^providiDg  ^^  that  the 
'  officers  appointed  by  virtue  of  this,  ac^  shall, 

*  respectively,  receive  their  commissions  during 
'  sucn  term  only  as  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States  shall  deem  necessary ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
*.  duty  of  the  President  to  discharge  such  officers 

<  whenever  their  services  are  no  longer  wanted. 

*  And  that  no  general,  field  or  staff  officer,  who 
'  may  be  appointed  under  this  act,  shall  be  entitled 
Mo  receive  any  payor  emolument  until  cs^lled 
'  into  actual  service,  nor  for  any  longer  time  than 

*  he  shall  remain  therein." 

This  amendment  was  carried,  thejre  being  sixty- 
nine  members  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  first  section,  to  the  words 
wnich  provide  that  after  three-fourths  of  the  pri- 
vates requisite  to  complete  six  regiments  have, 
been  enlisted,  the  commissioned  officers  fqr  the 
remaining  seven  regiments  shall  be  appointed, 
"unless  circumstances  shall,  in.  the  ^opinion  of 

*  the  President,  render  the  appointment  of  officers. 

<  to  the  seven  regiments,  or  any  part  thereof,  uo- 
\  necessary  ;  in  which  event,  he  shall  determioe 

*  what  part  sjhall  be  appoidted." 

Mr.  Smiue  said,  that  if  this  amendment  were 
agreed  to,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill,  otherwise 
be  could  not.  He  had  himself  prepared  an 
amendment  to  the  same  efiect.  He  had  been  in 
favor  of  raising  ten  thousand  men,  in  coiiformity 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive ;  but) 
for  the  sake  of  unanimity  in  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  he  had  consented,  contrary 
to  his  judgment,  to  raise  fifteen  thousand.  But 
there  was  a  majority  of  Congress,  it  appeared,  in 
favor  of  raising  twenty-five  thousand  men.  Nor, 
until  today^bad  there  been  any  disposition  shown 
to  depart  from,  that  number.  Now,  an  amend- 
ment is  proposed,  leaving  it  discretionary  with 
the  President  to  raise  the  additional  number  of 
men,  if  circumstances  should  be  such  as  to  re- 
quire them.  He  was  willing  to  confide  this  pow- 
er with  the  President,  but  farther  than  this,  he 
was  not  willing  to  go. 

Mr.  Bibb  would  give  a  single  reason  Only  in 
favor  of  his  amendnient.  It  is  the  province  of 
Congress  to  declare  war  i  and  whenever  this  body 
has  agreed  upon  the  object  for  which  a  military 
force  shall  be  employed,  it  becomes  their  duty  to 
call  upon  the  Executive,  or  Secretary  of  War, 
for  information  as  to  the  number  of  men  requisite 
to  be  raised.  By  adopting  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, six  regiments  will  be  immediately  raised  in 
addition  to  our  present  military  force^and  we  put 
Lt  in  tbe  power  of  the  Executive  to  raise  seven 
Mora  jcegimentg,  if  they  deem  it  necessary.    Ho 


wished  to  place  this  responsibility  upon  tbem«  an 
beinp^  the  best  judges  cf  the  quality  of  men  re- 
quisite for  accomplishin|^  the  object  in  view. 

Mr.  GRtTNOY  had  not  intended  tp  take  any  part 
in  this  discussion ;.  but,  when  he  saw  an  attempt 
made  which  he  thought  went  to  sacrifice  tbe  best 
interests  of  his  country,  he  could  no|  help  raising 
his  voice  against  it :  and  if  he  stood  alone  in  the 
opposition, lie  should  be  proud  of  his  singukrity. 
The  Constitution,  said  Mr.  G,,  has  divided  the 
powers  of  the  Government  into^  difierent  depart- 
ments, and  each  ought  to  perform  the  duties  allot* 
ted  to  it;  It  is  made  the  duty  of  Cobgresa  to 
declare  war  and  raise  armies.  But,  if  this  i^mend- 
ment  be  agreed  to,  the  President  will  have  the 
power  of  speaking  armies  into  existence,  and 
again  of  speaking  them  out  of  existence.  The 
peace  of  the  country  will  be.  placed  in  the  power 
of  an  individual.  We  have,  said  he,  full  confix 
dence  in  the  present  Chief -Magistrate  j  but  the 
time  may  come,  when  we  shall  be  unwilling  to 
place  this  po^wer  in  the  person  fiUiag  the  office  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  We  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  careful  how  we  make,  precedei^ts 
of  so  dangerous  a  nature.  He  had  always  thought 
it  one  of  the  stroagesi  objections  to  Mr.  Adams's 
Administration,  that  sq  much  power,  was,  con- 
stantly given. to  the  Executive.  Indeed,  if  he 
had  any  objection  to  our  excellent  Constitution,  it 
was  on  account  of-  the  very  great  powers  placed 
in  the  E^xecutive. ' 

Mr.  G.  said,  be  was  opposed  to  this  ameodmenf 
on.another  ground.  He  was  against  throwing  the 
respoosibrlity  which  ought  ui  remain  with  Con* 
gress  upon  the  President;  '  If  war  is  to  be  made,  we 
ought  to  make  it ;  and  if  it  be  onrbusiness  to  make 
war,  it  is  our  bu>iness  to. raise  armies.  We  are 
the  best  judges  of  tbe  kind  of  foree  which  it  is  fit- 
ting to  empk>y.  .But  if  wego  on  in  this  way,  pi|t- 
ting  everything  on  the  Executive,  what  kind  oi 
a  farce  shall  we  exhibit  to  ihe  world  1  The  Sen- 
ate have  thrown  an  army  upon  us,  aed  we  ace 
about  to  throw  it  upon  th^  President,  and  then 
we  shall  be  just  where  we  begun.  Conceiving 
that  Congress  is  the  prop^  power  to  act  on  this 
subject,  he  should  vote  against  all  propositions 
which  went  to  shift  theresponsibility  from  those 
who  ought  to  bear  it ;  and  that  he  mi^bt  hav^e  an 
opportunity  of  showing  his  vote  on  this  oecasioa^ 
he  called  for  the  y^s  and  nays  upon  the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were,  taken  aecordingly,  as 
follows-: 

Yr^s— -Ezekiel  Bacon,  Jo«iah  Baitlett,  WiUiam  W. 
Bft>b,  William  Biaekledge,  Harmanut  Bleecker,  The 
mas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  BredLenridge,  Ro- 
bert Brown,  Wiyiam  Bntl^,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Ep** 
phroditu^  'Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Coadit» 
WiUiam  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Diannoor, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  franklin,  Thomas  IL  Gold. 
Isaiah  L.Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hofly,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  Jadnon,  Jan.,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Aaion  Lyie,  Geoige 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Amnah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Anthenir 
New,  Thomas  Newbold^  Stephen  Onnsbjt,  WiUiail 
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Paulding,  jun.,  Ilrael  Pickens,  M^iftm  Piper,  Benja* 
niin  Fond,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebe* 
BMer  SefiTer,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Tattaferro,  Urt  Tracy, 
Hobort  WhitefaiU^  Wm.  Widgetj,  and  Robert  Wright 
—67. 

Nat«— Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  Daalel  Avery,  John  Baker,  David 
Bard»  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brig- 
ham,  Langdon  Chsves,  Martin  Chittenden,  James 
Cochran,  John  Clopton,  John  Davenport,  jan.tRoger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely.  James  Emot^ 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  l^elix  Grun- 
dy Fhitip  B.  Key,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
seph Leiever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Peter  Little,  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L*  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Jonathan  (X  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Kewton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Tfanothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  Samuel  R^ggold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefley,  Richard  Stan^rd,  Phi- 
lip Stuart,  Sibs  Stow,  Lewis  B,  Sturge^,  George 
Sollivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Peleg  Talhnan,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charies  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Oortlandt, 
jun*,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leoqard  White,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn— 66. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  to  add  the  following  words 
to  th«  end  of  the  first  section  of  the  bil^  ^^  if  in 
tke  opinion  b£  the  President  the  puUio  servici^ 
siiaU  require  such  appbintmencs  to  be  made." 

hir^FiXBLBT— Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  voted  for 
erery  amendment  that  was  calctilated  to  ietsen 
the  Bominai  amount  of  the  army  proposed  to  be 
mised  by  the  bill  from  the  Senate ;  but  ^I  haVe 
not  engaged  in  debate,  tior  moved  any  amend- 
ment of  my  own.  I  will,  however,  vote  for  this 
amendment,  proposed  by  my  ooHeagae  (Mr.  Smi- 
LiE,)as  I  have  done  for  others  of  the  same  import, 
■ot,  sir,  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  efieotive  force 
of  the  proposed  army,  but  to  increase  it.  The 
elective  force  of  an  army  depends  on  the  number 
of  fighting  men,  and  not  on  the  number  of  regi- 
■lents  on  paper.  Officers  mast  and  ought  to  m 
paid  and  otherwise  supported  agreeably  lo  their 
imnk ;  bat  they  cannot  nght  our  battles  without  a 
oompetent  number  of  privates  under  their  com- 
■umd.  I  believe  siich  a  number  cannot  be  ob- 
tMBOd  by  enlistment  in  the  United  States  in  any 
gf  m  time  we  can  prescribe.  T^re  are  not  in 
tJie  United  States  twentp-five  thousand  men,  in 
addition  to  the  present  establishment,  which  re- 
qoires  several  thousapd  to  render  it  complete, 
who  are  disposed  to  enlist  as  private  soldiers,  sab* 
j«et  to  military  dbcipiiae,  or  that  stand  iu  need 
of  that  resort  lor  support.  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  now  an  old  man,  and  ka? e 
had  much  opportunity  for  observation.  The  en- 
listment of  soldiers  camis  early  under  my  notice. 
I  have  paid  attention  to  its  progress,  both  in  Brit- 
ain and  in  the  United  States  \  aod,  from  observa- 
tion and  experience,  I  ain  convinced  that  the 
United  States  contain  very  few  of  such  people  as 
usoaily  enlist  to  fill  the  armies  of  Europe.  We 
have  none  that  are  obliged  from  necessrity  to  en- 
Ikt  ia  order  to  obtain  bread*    I  think  that  I  may 


appeal  to  every  member  wbo  hears  me  to  support 
my  assertion^  that  no  man  in  the  United  States, 
who  is  industrious,  is  under  the  necessity  of  ea« 
listing  for  that  purpose.  Labor  is  well  paid  for  3 
those  who  are  obliged  to  labor  for  hire  are  well 
paid  and  well  fed.  T'hey  are  under  no  necessity 
of  ealisting  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  and  few  of  them 
will  do  it  df  choice.  I  kaow  that  men.  very 
worthless  at  home.  haTe,  under  military  discip* 
line,  become  excellent  sioldiers.  Bat  these  are 
very  few  in  number,  and  probably  most  of  them 
already  engaged ;  and  we  know  they  hare  not 
filled  the  ranks  of  our  present  Army. 
'  "The  niktioas  of  Europe,  with  whom  we  have 
relations,  are  otherwise  skuated.  .  At  all  times 
there,  they  have  thousands  who  find  ^reat  diffi* 
calty  ia  earning  their  birelid,  and  wh6,  with  their 
^milies,  live  on  a  rery  scanty  aud  aocertaia 
maintenance.  Bdt,  when  war  comineaces,  the 
n^anu factories  and  o^ual  channels  of  commerce 
are  deranged;  and,  by  Utts  means,  thousands  of 
men  are.  thrown  out  of  employment,  who  are 
-unfit  for  anyr  other  busines  but  that  small  branch 
of  mechanical  labor  to  which  they  had  been  ae- 
customed.  To  these,  enlistment  in  the  army  af* 
fords  a  comfortable  retreat  from  starvation.  Hap- 
pily, the  United  States  have  no  such  class  of 
society. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  that  these  observations  will 
not  be  considered  as  intended  to  cool  our  ardor  in 

Procuring  redress  for  the  wrongs  we  have  suffered, 
'bejr  are  intended  to  iuvigorate  our  effective  ex- 
ertions—they are  inteiided  to  prevent  a  deceptive 
support.  No  alternative  for  war  is  now  proposed 
by  any  member.  I  want  to  engage  in  war,  if  it 
cannot  be  avoided,  in  such  a  manner  as  we  can 
support  it  with  honor.  I  want  to  bring  all  oar 
force  into  action  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
people  are  willing  to  act.  I  wish  to  enlist  into 
the  proposed ,  regular  armr,  all  who  can  bo  en- 
listed into  it. '  I  consider  the  mflitia  as  the  great 
reserve  on  the  back  ground,  and  a  verf  valuable 
reserve  they  are.  I  wish  the  bill' calling  into  ser- 
vice the  volunteers,  which  was  laid  aside  a  few 
days  since,  passed  into  a  law.  I  wish  that  men 
should  also  be  raised  on  short  enlistments.  Every 
member  wbo  hears  me,  sir,  and  who  attended  to 
the  progress  of  the  onlywar  in  which  the  United 
Stata,  as  a  nation,  were  eter  engaged,  knows  thr 
use  of -all  those  diflferent  kinds  of  force.  Those 
who  conducted  us  through  the  Revolution,  em* 
ployed  every  kind  of  force  which  the  countnr 
would  willinffly  produce,  in  the  way  in  whicn 
men  were  wining  to  act. 

Sir,'  when  the  war  that  established  our  inde- 
pendence commenced.  Congress,  composed  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  respectable  patriots,  recom- 
mended the  raising  of  a  number  of  regiments.  I 
remember  well,  that  to  Pennsyhrania  eighteen 
were  allotted;  but  after  all  the  exertions  that 
could  be  made  by  recruiting  officers,  aided  br 
every  farmer,  who,  even  if  he  was  not  a  ffood 
Whig,  encouraged  recruiting,  that  he  and  his 
family  might  be  saved  from  militia  service  ;  yet, 
after  all,  the  regiments  were  not  filled ;  and  to 
prevent  the  officers  exceedtng'the  dae  nomber  of 
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prirates,  GorerameBt  were  obliged  to  iurn  two 
rei^iments  into  one,  and  to  give  an  honorable  dts- 
iDissal  to  the  dJsarraojred  officers*  This  is  a  cir- 
cnmstanGe  too  well  known  to  men  of  that  age  to 
be  dwelt  on  now.  I  was  one  of  the  three  county 
commissioners  who  lazed  the  {yroperty  to  raisie 
thirty  pounds  each,  for  a  prescribed  number  of 
recruits,  in  addition  to  their  public  ^jfuoluments ; 
and)  even  after  all  this  the  State  line  of  the  Army 
was  not  completed ;  but  we  had  to  re-sort  to  short 
enlistments  and  militia  service.  When  the  In- 
dian war  commenced  under  the  present  €k>vern<- 
roent)  and  the  army  commanded  by  General 
Wayne  was  raised,  with  all  the  industify  that 
could  be  used,  the  ranks  of  thatarmy^  during  the 
five  campaigns,  were  but  about  three  hundred 
more  than  half  filled  at  the  highest.  By  resig- 
nations, &c.,  vacancies  were  nuilierous,  and  the 
President  never  filled  them  by  new  appointments 
till  a  session  of  Congress  had  intervened*  On 
speaking  to  him  about  filling  up  some  vacancies, 
be  answered  by  asking  me^  witri  a  smile,  whether 
I  did  not  think  there  were  officers  enough  to  com- 
mand all  the  meu  we  had  in  our  ranks :?  An  ad- 
ditional reason,  however,  was  assigned  for  per- 
mitting a  session  of  Congress  to  pass,  viz :  the  pro- 
babiliiy  that  Congress  would  unite  some  regi- 
ments, and  derange  the  state  of  the  oflScers,  as 
had  been  done  in  the  former  war.  I  believe  the 
President  follows  the  same  method  at  present! 

The  next  army  thai  was  attempted  to  be  raised 
was  during  the  hostilities  with  France.    I  then 

give  my  opinion,  not  only  on  the  floor,  but  to  the 
ecretary  of  War,  that  the  ranks  could  not  be 
filled,  and  that  it  would  be  an  army  of  officers 
It  proved  to  be  so;  as  soon  as  a  certain  descrip-* 
tion  of  people  about  towns  and  cities  were  enlisted} 
recruiting  stopped. 

During  the  war  conducted  by  General  Wayne, 
recourse  was  necessarily  had  to  short  enlijstments 
and  militia  service,  where  a  recruit  could  not  be 
procured  ^for  the  regular  Army..  I  have  observed 
full  companies  of  rangers  for  eight  or  ten  niohths 
raised  in  a  few  days.  Indeed,  I  never  saw  diffi- 
culty, or  much  delay,  in  raising  such  troops. 

Gentlemen  argue  for  the  greatest  number  of 
regiments,  from  the  necessity  of  being  able  to 
make  a  strong  impression  to  secure  th€  object.  I 
am  equally  impressed  with  that  necessity  ;  but  it 
is  not  an  army  on  paper  that  will  make  that  im- 
pression ;  and  1 9m  convinced,  by  observation  and 
experience,  that  the  army  proposed  ^y  the  Sen- 
ate will  long  be  such.  I  am  for  employing  sol- 
diers in  every  manner  in  which  they  are  willing 
to  serve.  I  am.  sir,  in  fa  vof  of  employing  as  many 
regulars  as  can  possibly  be  procured,  aided  by 
every  other  description  of  troops  that  are  suited  to 
eircumsunces  and  to  the  state  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  not  from  any  fear  that  the  President 
would  abusie  the  power  proposed  to  be  placed  in 
him)  but  because  he  was  against  making  any 
more  amendments  to  the  biU  which  were  not  ma- 
terial. He  thought  there  were  sufficient  restric- 
tions in  the  bill  already.  Some  time  will  elapse 
before  the  threerfourths  of  the  men  for  the  six 


regiments  are  enlisted.  The  whole  subject  will 
be  before  Congress  during  the  session ;  and,  prob- 
ably, before  the  men  for  th^  six  regiments  are 
raised,  Congress  will  have  no  difficulty  in  saying 
whether  or  not  the  remaining  regiments  shall  be 
raised. 

Mr.  Trodp  observed  that,  if  it  wer^  found, 
some  Mme  hence,  that  25.006  men  were  umi^cet* 
sary.  C6ngre^  could  at  once  say,  that  only  acer-> 
tain- part  should  be  raised.  It  had,  in  his  opinion, 
been  correctly  said,  that,  if  we  do  not  want  25,000 
men,  we  do  not  want  one  mati.  Can  the  gentle- 
m^n  from  Pennsylvania  doubt  that  5,000  men 
will  be  wanted  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  t 
A«d  is  ii  not  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  that 
12,000  men  will  be  wanted  for  the  fortifications 
on  bur  seaboard,  exclusive  of  the  aid  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  militia,  Which  takes  17,000  out  of 
the  25,000  men  ?  And  is  there  a  man,  who  has  a 
knowledge  of  military  afifairs,  who  would  be  wil- 
ling t<^  sit  down  before  the  Gibraltar  of  America, 
Cluebec,  with  less  thah  20,000  men  1  IjEthis  mind, 
however^  the  capture  of  Halifax  wotrtd  be  more 
important  than  Quebec,  as  from  thence  mfty  be 
expected  the  chief  attacks  upon  our  commerce; 
but  Halifax  could  not  betaken  until  Qtuebec  was 
first  secured;  He  could  see  no  reason  for  adopt- 
ing the  amendment. 

Mr.'McKiMsaid. It  waspeeuliarly  the  proviBoe< 
of  Congress  to  raise  armies.  Why,  then,  throw 
the  responsibility  upon  the  President,  who,  by 
an  honest  error  of  opinion,  might  uae  the  power 
improperly  ?  Why  should  Congress  shrink  from 
this  responsibility  ?  It  is  for  0%  said  he,  to  do- 
the  whole  of  the  busincssj^and  upon  us  the  whole 
responsibility  ought  to  Hq.  For  these  rea^oos,. 
he  was  opposed  to  the  amendmeat. 

Mr.  Calhoun  vot^d  in  favor  of  the  amendatent 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  though  he  was  in 
favor  of  raising  the  Whole  25,000  men,  because 
hd  wished  to  carry  the  present  measure  by  as  large 
a  vote  as  possible.  He  believed  Bothit>g  but  the 
most  energetic  course-would  answer  any  purpose.. 
The  .news  of  the  steps  already  taken  have,  na 
doubt,  passed  over  the  Atlantic.  The  country 
against  whom  we  are  taking  measures,  may  hava 
taken  her  stand.  Unanimity  and  decision  in  our 
Councils  alone  can  sava  th^  country.  He  be- 
liered  the  public  sentiment  was  with  Congress^ 
but  if  gentlemen  will  not,  in  any  instaaee,  sacri- 
fice their  opinions,  but  pertinaciously  insist  upon 
aniend men t. after  amendment  to  measures  brotight 
forward  for  our  defence,  we  might  be  forced  inta 
war  before  we  are  prepared  for  it.  We  ought 
either  to  aubinit,  or  make  an.  energetic  defence. 
He  perceived  that  the  public  sentiment  began  ai^ 
ready  to  doubt  whether  Congress  was  r^lly  iu 
earnest,  from  the  tardiness  of  their ,  movements.. 
He  should  vote  against  the  proposed  amendmeot 
in  order  to  prevent  farther  delay. 

Mr.  BiBB  said,  if  he  understood  this  bill,  it  dH, 
not  contemplate  to  raise  a  number  of  men  suffi- 
cient, in  case  of  War.  The  amendment  intro- 
duced by  the  Speaker,  prorided  only  for  the  rais* 
ing  of  six  regiments  in  the  first  instance.  The 
proposed  amendment  goes  no  farther,  as  it  says,. 
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the  officers  of  the  seren  remaining  regiments  shall 
not  be  appointed,  except  they  shall  l>e  found  ne- 
cessary. And  nothing  but  the  adjustment  of  our 
difierences  with  Great  Britain  could  prevent  this 
necessity.  But  hope  is  still  entertained  by  some, 
that  these  difficulties  may  s'titl  be  accommodated. 
Hd  thought  the  House  ought  to  ag^ree  to  t-he  prop- 
osition, which  could  do  no  possible  injury.  It 
was  introduced  in  the  spirit  of  compromise  ip 
meet  the  views  of  certain  gentlemen,  and  he 
should  vote  for  it.    * 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays^  atid 
Begatived — 68  to  55.  The  votes  were  the  same 
as  on  the  last  question,  except  in  two  or  three 
instances.  ,  ,  ,        ' 

No  other  amendment  bein^  proposed  to  the 
hill,  the  question  was  stated  from  the  Chair.,  that 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and,  tog^Uier  with 
the  bill;  be  read  the  third  time;  and  being  taken, 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas. 90,  nays  35,  as 
follows: 

Yiis— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  WilUaa  AnderMwi,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery»  Eiekiel-  Bacon,,  David 
Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  BurweU  Bassett,  Abnah  Bige- 
low,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  BlacUedge,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Robert  Brown,-Winiam  A.  Burwell,  William 
Batler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdoa  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Jqhn  C^opton,  Lewis  Condit, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jo^ph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EHas  Earle,  James  Emott, 
William  Findiey,  James  Fisk,  Mashack  Franklin, 
Thomas  CHiolsoU,  Thomaa  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L/  GFteen, 
Felix  Gmndy,  Boiling.  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
Barper,  Aylett.Hawes,  John  M;  Hynoman,  Richard 
M.  Joluwon,  Joseph  Koot^  William  R.  Kipg,  Ahner 
Laeock*  Jom^  Leiivei^,  P^er  Little,  Robert  Le  R«y 
LtviBgatiMa,  William  LfMradea,  Aaion  Lyle,  George 
C.  Maxw^  Thomas  Moere,  William  McCoy,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Alexander  MeKim,  Aronah  Metcsiu;  Sam- 
XkfX.  L.  Mitchill,  Xamte  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jnn.,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  "Ebenfezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  William 
Strong,  XJeorge  Sullivan,  Peleg  Tallmant  John  Talia- 
tnrro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Tomer, 
jimior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, WiUiam  Widgery,  Ritbard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow>  Adam  Boyd, 
limee  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditas 
Champion,.  Martin  Chittenden,  Jofin  Davenport,  ion., 
William  Ely,  Asa  Fiteh,  Jaeob  Hufty,  Riehaxd  Jack- 
saEf  jun.,  PhiHp  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
Jan.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  MoBiyde.  Jonathan 
0.  Moatby,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pesirson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin»  jun.,  Eludia  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
WHliam  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smilie,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
I^orges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  La- 
ban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
Mme  to-morcow ;  and  on  motibo,  the  Houae  ad- 
journed. 


'  PBtDAY,  January  3. 

Mr.  Lacocc  presented  a  petition  of  Sarah 
Fowler,  of  Pennsylvania,  widow  and  executrix 
of  the  late  Brigadier  General  Alexander  Fowler, 
deceased,  praying  a  grant  of  ten  thousand  acres 
of  land  due  to  her  late  husband  in  virtue  of  m. 
praclamatiOn  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  of 
the  year  1763. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  Prince  Wil- 
Uams.free  man  of  color,  praying  a  support,  in 
consideration  of  bodily  injuries  sustained  by  a 
fall  from  the  top  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  whilst  in  the  employ  of  the  public 
as  a  laborer. — Referred  to  a  select  committee^ 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  KEYj^and  Mr,  Maxwell,  wera 
appointed  the  committee.  . 

Mr.  RheA}  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tions of  several  religious  societies  in  the  westera 
parts  of  Pennsylvania,  complaining  of  the  prac- 
tice of  travelling  with  the  mail,  and  opening  it 
at  the  post  offices  on  the  Sabbath,  reported  that, 
however  desirable  the  regulations  for  which  they 
pray  may  be,  that,  at  thisgparticular  crisis  of  our 
affaira,  il  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  alterationa 
in  this  respect.— The  report  was  concurred  with, 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
D^^oe  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  t)f  tne  Tfeaaury^  under  the 
Authority  of  the  President  of  tbo  United  Statea, 
io  purchase  from  Wioslow  Lewis  his  patent-right 
to  ^  new  method  of  lighting  light-house^  and  for 
other  purposes. 

[Mr.  N;  stated  that,  by  this  new  method,  • 
liffht-house  which  now  consumes  1,400  galloQa 
of  oil,  in  a,  certain  period,  would  be  supplied 
by  400  only.}  The  bili  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Bacok  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  on  the 
petitions  of  the  collectors  of  the  sereral  porta, 
might  be  discharged  from  the,  further  considera- 
tion of  it,  that  it  might  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  order  to  have 
some  errofs,  which  had  escaped  the  committee, 
corrected. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  that  persons  entitled  to  pen- 
dons  had  found  great,  difficulty  in  complying 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  law  as  it  now  stooo* 
He  wished  to  simplify  the  business,  and,  for  that 
purpose,  offered  to  the  House  a  resolution  which, 
after  some  observations  from  different  members, 
and  receiving  an  amendment  from  Mr.  Gholson, 
the  Chairman,  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  waa 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Jennings  offisred  a  resolution  calling  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  informa- 
tion respecting  the  appointment  of  certain  Indiaa 
agents,  dbc,  in  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  Territo- 
ries; but  some  objection  being  made  to  it,  om 
the  ground  of  a  similar  resolution  having  aU 
ready  been  entered  into,  it  waa  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Poaxaa,  the  Chatmuui  of  the  Committee 
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of  Foreign  Relations,  said  that,  il  haviog  been 
diseoyered  that  there  were  some  parts  of  |he 
bill  for  raising  a  rolanteer  corps,  which  re- 
ouh-ed  correction,  and  which  could  be  better 
dohe  by  the  committee  who  reported  it  than 
in  Committee,  of  the  Whole,  he  would  more 
to  discharge  the  Committee'  of  the  Whole  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
recommit  it. 

This  motion  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Smilib, 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, who  said  that  no  meeting  ofthe  committee 
had  been  had,'which  he  thought  ought  to  have 
taken  place  before  a  motion  of  this  kind  was 
made.  He  had  heard  nothing  of  these  corrections 
before,  and  did  not  understand  the  management 
which  appeared  to  attend  this  business. 

The  Speaker  objected  to  the  term  manage' 
fnenty  as  applied  to  any  comihittee  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Smilie  explained ,  and,  after  some  obser^ 
rations  from  other  members,  the  motion  (o  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  recomndtted. 

ADDITIONAL  MIUTARY  FORCE. 

The  order  of  the  daf  being  calle^d  for,  the  bill 
for  raising  an  additional  force  was  taken  up,  and 
read  the  third  time ',  and  the  question  being  put, 
"  Bhall  the  bill  pass  its  thinl  reading? 

M^.  Sbbpfbt  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not 
mj  Intention  to  haye  disturbed  the  tranquillity 
with  which  this  measure  has  hitherto  progressed 
through  the  House ;  but  considering  the  deep  in- 
terest which  this  country  has  at  stake,  and  which 
is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  present  ques- 
tion, I  haire  thought  it  my  duty  to  state  the  rea^ 
sons  which  influence  my  rote.  I  feel  the  greater 
tolicitode  to  do  so,  because,  aa  will  hare  been  per- 
ceiTed  ia  the  several  stages  of  the  bill  uitder  con- 
iideration,  I  difer  .essentially  with  a  great  ma* 
iority  of  the  represenutires  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Statet.  They  suppose  that  this  course  is 
indispensable  to  maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  country,  and  that  the  means  which  they  are 
about  to  provide  by  thft  bill  are  calculated  to  at- 
tain the  ends  in  view;  while  I  conceive  their 
projects  pregnant  -vrKh  every  niischief-^with  the 
ruin  of  our  liberties.  In  the  expression  of  this 
opinion,  iet  me  not  be  understood  as  disposed  in 
any  degree  to  impeach  the  purity  of  their  mo- 
tives. I  have  no  doubt  that  ever^  member  acts 
under  the  high  sense  of  duty  which  he  owes  to 
his  country,  and  which  the  ^cfision  is  particularly 
calculated  to  inspire.  While  I  make  this  sincere 
and  unsophisticated  declaration^  I  hope  a  corres- 
pondent indulgence  and  liberality  will  be  ei- 
tended  to  me* 

I  bad  hoped,  if  it  was  seriously  intended  to 
ohange  the  sute  of  this  nation,  and  to  barter  the 
blessings  of  peace,  which  we  have  enjoyed  for  so 
Boany  years,  for  the  evils  and  calamities  of  war, 
that  the  question  would  have  been  propounded  to 
Us  in  a  direct  and  unequivocal  shape;  that  we 
should  have  been  called  upon  to  determine  whe- 
ther the  injuries  of  which  we  justly  complain,  are 
to  bf  redressed  by, the  empbyment  of  the  physical 


foroe  of  the  eoantry.  If  such,  had  been  the  explicit 
determination  of  a  majority,  much  asl  deprecate 
the  evils  which  must  inevitably  attend  a  state  of 
war,  I  should  have  cordially  united  with  them  in 
calling  forth  our  energies  and  ptoviding  the  means 
calculated  to  terminate  it  speedily  and  success- 
fully. I  should  have  done  so  under  the  guidance 
of  the  same  motives  which  actuate  me  in  the  op- 
position which  I  make  to  the  bill  on  your  table* 
Viewing  war  as  attended  with  every  evil  which 
ambiti6n,^corruption,  and  the  indulgence  of  the 
malignant  passions  can  give. birth  to,  I  should 
have  inclined  to  lend  my  efforts  to  terminate  its 
existence  as  soon  as  an  honorable  peace  could 
be  secured — that  the  body  politic  mieht  not  be 
wholly  corrupted  by  protracting  the  disease,  but 
restored  to  its  healthful  state  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible.  *It  has,  however,  pleased  those  who 
dii^ct  the  affairs  of  this  natiop  in  this  House  to 
pursue  a  different  course.  Instead  of  designating 
the  object  for  the  attainment  of  which  the  force 
provided  by  the  bill  under  consideration  is  to  be 
employed,  so  far  as  it  respects  any  declaration  of 
this  House,  that  is  sttil  unascertained ;  so  that  w^ 
are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  opposing  the  grant 
I  of  the  means,  because  ive  are  Opposed  to  the  sub* 
ject  to  whicn  they  are  prbbably  to  be  applied. 
Through  this  bill,  we  must  perceive  the  ulterior 
intention  of  the  majority*;  which^  as  avowed, '» 
nothioff  more  or  less  than  an  offeoaive  war  hgaiosl 
Qreat  BdUin^  , 

On  a  question  of  so  much,  momentto  the  cooa- 
try,  whose  peace  and  happiness  is  so  direotly  io* 
TolVed,  I  had  expected  Uiat  a  full,,  sypteo^atie, 
and  stateeanaa-like  developoient  would  luive  b&m 
tnade  by  some  frtend  of  this  meaaura;  noiooilf 
of  the  causes  of  eomplalat  wlkich  we  have  against 
Qreat-  Britain,  and  the  injupiee  which  we  hav* 
reoeivod  at  her  hands,  but  of  the  objects  of  tha 
war  about  to  be  undertaken,  and  the  means  and 
probabililies  of  securing  them.  There  is  a  self- 
evident  distinction  between  the  causes  and  the 
objects  of  war.  The  one  may  exist  without 
the  other.  And  there  may  be  both  good  causes 
and  substantial  objects,  and  yet  it  would  be  the 
grossest  folly  to  precipitate  the  nation  into  a  war^ 
unless,  on  full  reflection,  aided  by  all  the  wisdom 
and  eitperience  we  could  collect,  there  appei^red 
a  fair  prospect,  that,  after  the  waste  of  our  blood 
aa4  treasiure^  we  could  eitlier  realize  the  object 
in  controversy,  or  obuin  some  subsuntial  equir- 
alent  We  had  therefore  right  to  expect— to  have 
iiad  placed  befoce  usi  a  view  of  this  subject,  ca^ 
culi^ted  to  convince  us. that  we  were  not  forego* 
iog  the  blessing  of  peape  without  a  rational  ob- 
ject, or  without  the  most  distant  prospect  of  mak^ 
mg  the  war  anything  but  a  curse  to  this  nation. 
But,  instead  of  such  a  course — which  the  oeoa* 
sion  seemed  naturally  fo  require,  if  our  reason  is 
to  have  any  share  in  the  decision — nothing  has 
been  presented  to  us  but  highly-colored  statements 
of  the  injustice  which  has  been  measured  out  to 
us  by  Great  Britain.  The  many  injuries  which 
we  have  received  at  her  hands  have  been  detailed 
and  repeated  bv  almost  every  one  who  has  spoken 
in  favor  of  this  bill ;  but  there  they  have  stopped. 
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On  t&is  part  of  the  sabjeet — tbe  otily  ptirt  which 
gentlemen  bare  been  pleased  ^o  tonchT^there  is 
rerj  little  difference  between  us.  I  have  no  dlffi- 
eolty  in  believing,  that  ever  since  the  year  1806, 
not  only  Great  Britain,  bat  France  also^  have  given 
Qs  repeated  causes  of  war,  which,  according  to  the 
former  usages  of  nations,  is  jnsiiiSed  whenever  an 
indignity  is  offered,  or  a  national  nght  violated. 
lam  not  one  of  those,  therefore,  who  suppose  that 
^'Great  Britain  has  aon«  us  no  essential  injury." 
Par  from  it.  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  iodigni* 
ti<s  offered  to  us,  apd  the  repeated  violations  of 
our  rights  as  a  neutral  nation  on  her  part;  but 
this  is  not  enough  for  me.  I  must  be  persuaded 
that  there  is  a  rational  hope  that  war  will  remedy 
the  evil  which  we  experience,  and  that  it  will  not 
bring  with  it  others" much  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  that  under  which  we  labor.  Were  these 
thio^  as  little  questionable  as  the  course  of  the 
British  Ccovernment  has  been  umust,  I  should  have 
BO  hesitation  in  uniting  my  efi&rts  to  obtain  jus- 
tice by  force. 

So  far  an  I  from  irdmitting  that  the  Bilti^h 
Government  fsjus^fiedin  adopting  her  Orders 
in  Oouocil— the  great  cause  of'^eom plaint — that 
I  deny  both  their  premises  and  conclusion.  The 
principles  upon  which  4hey  purport  to  be  fotmded. 
IS  the  right  which  Great  Britain  claims  to  retali- 
ate upon  her  enemy  the  evils  meditated  against 
lier  by  the  decree  of  Berlin;  I  do  most  explicitly 
deny  the  doctrine,  that  a  belligerent  cun  justifia- 
bly Bunifailate  the  unquestionable  right  o£a  neu- 
tral, because  it  may  be  calculated  to  distress  an 
enemy,  or  seem  retaliatory  of  some  unjust  resu- 
Itfton  adopted  by  him.  It  is  nefther  justified  oy 
TCttson  nor  by  any  principle  of  public  law.  Nor 
do  I  believe  GreafBritain  niore  correct'in  her  con- 
clusion; that  *Uhe  Orders  in  Council,  in  their  effect. 
Would  retaliate  on  her  enemy,  the  evils  meditated 
against  her  by  him."  ^  On  the  contrary,  it  seems 
to  me  that  they  hkd  a  direct  opposite  tendency. 
The  most  important  feature  in  the  Frencli  Berlin 
.  decree.  wa»  that  which  was  intended  to  exclude 
from  France,  and  the  countries  under  her  control 
and  influence,  Biritijifa  produce  and  n^inufactures 
—the  blockading  part  being  merely  nominal.  It 
would  either  be  rigorously  executed,  or  it  would 
not.  If  it.  could  not  be  executed,  (as  was  then 
generally  believed.)  the  American  flag  afforded 
the  best  means  of  introducinfl^  the  articles  inter- 
dieted  to  the  Con  tin  en  t ;  so  that  the  enterprise  of 
our  citizens,  seconded  bv  the  habits  and  wi^nts  of 
the  people  who  have  been  accustomed  to  this 
commerce,  would  have  reduced  the  decree  to  a 
mere  shadow.  Should,  however,  the  vigor  of  the 
French  Government  be  competent  to  effect  the 
anti-commercial  system,  and  execute  the  Berlin 
decree,  so  as  to  exclude  British  products  and  man- 
.  ufactuies,  there  then  remained  no  prospect  that 
France  would  be  distressed  by  the  destruction  of 
th^e  regaining  commerce  with  her,  left  to  us.  We 
furnished  her  with  none  of  the  great  necessaries 
oiVife^  Our  principal  trade  was  in  the  colonial 
products,  which,  by  the  Berlin  decree,  and  sub- 
sequent municipal  regulations,  were  totally  ex- 
cluded, with  a  view  to  encourage  their  growth, 


or  substitutes,  in  her  own  dominions.  So  that 
the  Orders  in  Council,  as  to  the  retaliatory  object^ 
could  have  very  little,  if  any,  practical  effect. 

On  the  subject  of  tne  impressment  of  our  sea* 
men,  much  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this 
debate.  The  distresses  of  fifty  thousand  Ameri* 
can  citizens  on  board  the  British  ships  of  war 
ha.ve  been  described  in  feeling  language,  and  paint- 
ed in  glowing  colors,  particularlv  by  an  honor- 
able toember  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson.) 
Without  believing  that  the  actual  number  ap- 
proaches that  supposed,  I  feel  for  our  unfortunate 
coiintrymen  in  that  situation,  and  readily  admit, 
that  there  is  cause  of  complaint  aeainst  Grea( 
Britain,  arising,  froni  that  source.  But,  on  this 
subject,  it  is^  important  xo  View  the  question  on 
botli  sides,, to  enable  us  to  ascertain  whether  we 
are  not  claiming  more  than  ^e  can  ever  ration- 
ally expect  to  obtain.  Our  native  citizens,  or  tbose 
who  were  memberaof  this  community  at  the  close 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  are  unquestionably  en- 
titled to  exemption  from  impressment.  But  we 
claim  it  for  every  person  who  shall  sail  under  our 
flag — at  least,  for  those  that  have  been  natural- 
ized since  ihe  period  mentioned.  I  confess  I  am 
not  disposed  to  enter  into  a  war  for  the  security 
on  the  high  seas  of  the  latter  class.  I  think  we 
do  enough  (more  thati  any  other  Government  on 
earth  d^es)  when  we  place  those  persons  upon  a 
perfect  equality,  as  it  respects  the  enjpjrment  of 
every  right  within  our  territorial  jurisdiction. 
So  far,  no  Other  nation  has  cause  to  complain,  be-' 
cause  we  do  dot  interfere  with  any  riVht  claimed 
by  them,  either  sanctioned  by  public  lav,  or  of  a 
questionable  character.  But  further  we  cannot 
go,  without  interfering  with  the  claims  of  othei^ 
sovereign  Powers,  sanctioned  by  lon|f  practice 
and  acquiescence.  Allegiance  is  due  from  every 
person  in  a  social  state  to  some  Government.  In 
the  dark  ages  of  superstition  and  despotism,  it 
wa?,  claimed  as  due  by  divine  right;  but  since 
ihe  dawn  of  civil  liberty,  it  has  been  considered 
as  a  duty  growing  out  of  an  implied  compact  be- 
tween the  governors  and  governed,  and  indisso- 
Idble  like  other  compacts,  without  tne. mutual  as- 
sent of  thejcontractin^  parties.  On  this  principle 
is  founded  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance 
recognised  throughout  Europe,  and  the  British 
pretensions,  by  which  they  reclaim  their  subjects 
found  on  board  of  our  merchant  vessels,  where 
they  allege  they  are  not  entitled  to  protection,  no 
more  than  enemy's  property  and  contraband 
goods,  for^whicU  they  have  an  unquestionable 
right  to  search.  Thus,  while  they  claim  the 
tight  of  inapressiog  their  own  subjects  onlv,  the 
similarity  of  maiFners  and  language,  ana  the 
abuses  of  power  by  British  officers,  causes  thd 
ia(h)ressmei!it  of  many  of  our  native  citizens. 

In  considering  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  deetnf 
it  unnecessary  to  investigate  the  justice  of  the 
doctrine  for  which  Great  Britain  contends^  oi; 
how  far  it  corresponds  with  the  abstract  **  right 
of  man  f*  I  speak  of  the  fact.  It  is  enough  for; 
us  to  know  that  these  pretensions  exist,  have  long* 
'existed,  and  will  not  be  abandoned.  We  must  be 
conscious  that  we  cannot  impose  pur  principles 
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Oji  other  nations,  with  wbom  it  is  oi^r  interest  to 
cultiyate  a  good  understanding;  but  that  on 
every  subject  where  our  rights  or  pretensions 
may  conflict,  both  parties  must  cherish  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  concession,  as  the  only  mode  by 
which  we  can  be  brought  together  to  prevent  col- 
lision, from  which  neither  can  derive  any  sub- 
stantial benefit.  The  Question  is  not  what  we 
want,  but  what,  under  all  circumstances, it  ispos- 
aible  we  can  get.,  I  bave,  therefore,  lonff^  since 
thou^bt  that  our  Government  oufght  to  abandon 
the  bigb  pretensions  of  affording  security  to  every 
person  (even  aliens)  who  should  sail  under  our 
fisi^y  and  propose  some  arrangement  to  Great 
Britain,  wbich,  while  it  gave  protection  to  our 
own  native  citizen,  would  prevent  our  merchants 
from  employing  any  other  during  the  present 
war.  If  these  stipulations  were  reciprocal,  every 
aubstantial  object  would  i}e  answered.  Should 
Great  Britain  refuse  an  overture  so  manifestly 
just,  it  would  afford  additional  cause  of  com- 
plaint, and  then  we  miorht  indulge  in  the  bitter 
invectrves  which  have  ^een  uttered  against  her. 
From  what  I  bave  said  it  will  be  apparent  that 
{  do  not  oppose  this  measure  on  the  ground  that 
there  is  not  ample  cause  of  war  agaiast  Great 
Britain.  The  reverse  is  explicitly  admitted.  But 
shall  the  bipod  and  treasure  of  thia  nation  be 
lavished  against  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  so 
much  paper,  or  ate  we  to  contend  for  some  sub- 
stantial good,  which  we  should  otherwise  enjqy, 
and  of  which  their  operation  deprives  us^  I  pre* 
sumc  there  is  scarcely  a  man  in  this  country, 
however  infected  he  may  be  with  the*war  mania, 
who  could  act  so  madly,  as  to  propose  a  warfare 
to  procure  the  mere  nominal  repeal  of  Orders  In 
Council,  when  it  was  evident  it  would  be  unat- 
tended with  a  single  practical  benefit  No !  the 
nominal  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  is  not 
your  object.  It  is  the  substantial  commercial 
benefit  which  you  conceive  will  follow  that  act, 
that  forms  the  essence  of  the  controversy.  The^ 
unmolested  commerce  to  France  and  her  depend- 
encies is  the  boon  for  which  you  are  going  to 
war.  This  is  the  rf  al  object,  disguise  it  as  jrou 
will.  And  it  is  not  the  commerce  which  we  for- 
merly enjoyed  (as  gentlemen  would  seen^  to  sup- 
pose) which  is  in  controversy.  Your  export 
commerce  to  France  now  consists  of  our  own 
products  only,  as  appears  by  the  letter  of  the 
French  Minister  on  your  table.  I  say  our  own 
products,  because  I  suppose,  the  privilege  which 
has  been  graciously  extended  to^us,  of  exporting 
Other  articles  in  certain  cases  under  French  licen- 
ses, will  scarcely  be  insisted  on  as  being  anything^ 
else  but  an  indignity.  The  t&unicipal  regula- 
tions which  have  been  substituted  for  the  Berlin 
decree,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  practical  effect, 
have  aestroyed  by  far  the  most  profitable  and  im- 
portant branch  of  our  trade  to  the  French  Em- 
pire, which  consisted  in  the  products  and  manu- 
factures of  other  countries.  Our  merchants  were 
in  the  habit  of  exporting  to  the  West  Indies  our 
flour,  beef,  porkj  live  stock,  lumber,  &c.,  for  which 
they  received  in  return  the  products  of  those 
islands*    The  surplus  beyond  the  consumption  of 


this  country  was  exported  to  the  conttneot  of 
Europe;  for  which  we  received  in  return  French 
wines,  brandies,  ^Iks,  German  linens,  and  bills 
on  London.  Of  so  much  moi-e  importance  was 
this  export  trade  to  us  than  that  of  our  owji  com- 
merce, that  in  1807,  before  the  British  Ordersia 
Council  existed^  the  domestic  exports  to  France 
(including  Belgium)  amounted  to  about  two  mil* 
lipns  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  only.;  while 
the  amount  of  exports  to  the  same  country  of 
foreign  manufactures  and  products  (chiefly  colo- 
nial) was  nearly  ten  millions.  In  the  same  yeat 
the  whole  of  our  domestic  exports  tp  every  part 
of  the  world,  amounted  to  about  forty^-eight  mil- 
Irons  and  a  half;  of  which  the  amount  I  have 
stated  was  exported  to  France,  and  about  twenty- 
eight  millions  to  Great  Britain.axul  her  possessions 
and  dependencies,  in  tho  four  quarters  of  the 
^Tobe.  Since  that  time  she  has  acquired  tha 
French  West  Indies,  the  Isles  of  France  and 
Bourbon  in  the  Indian  ocean,  the  Cape  of  Qood 
Hope,  the  Dutch  possessions  in  Asia  and  Amex-^ 
ica.  •  To  these  countries  in  18D7,'whi(jB  under  their 
former  dependence,  the  exports  of » domestic  pro- 
ducts from  the  United  States  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  four  millions  of  dollars;  so  that  estima- 
ting our  exports  to  Great  Britain  and  her  present 
possessions  and  dependencies  as  they  stood  in 
1807,  the  amount  would  be  about  thirty-two  mil- 
lions— about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of 
our  domestic  exports  to  every  part  of  the  world. 
Thus,  while  wc  are  about  engaging  in  a  war  for 
commerce,  we  abandon  the  fi^reater.  absolutely, 
and  conteiid  for  the  lesser.  We  relinquish  out 
commerce  with  Great  Britain  and  her  possessions 
at  the  threshold,  (for  during  hostilities  Ipresuma 
we  shall  have  none.)  and  go  to  war  for  what  wa 
can  get  of  the  commerce  of  France,  Italy,  HoU 
land^  Ilamburg,  and  the  Hanse  Towns..  I  leave 
Spain  and  Portugal  and  their  American  prov- 
inces out  of  the  question,  as  the  fate  of  those 
countries  hangs  in  suspense. 

,But  this  i^  not  all.  We  may  expect  to  see,  and 
the  day  is  not  distant,  when  the  dominions  of 
France  shall  not  aflbra  us  a  market  for  a  single 
article,  but  all  commerce  with  her  shall  either  be. 
interdicted  by  her  own  Government,  or  ahaa-- 
doned  by  our  nierchants  as  unworthy  their  pur- 
suit. Ever  since  the  date  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
and  the  prostration  of  the  Prussian  iponarchjr, 
those  who  gave  themselves  the  trouble  to  think, 
and  could  think,  saw  that  a  great  and  radical 
change  in  the  state  of  Europe  was  intended  bj 
the  Imperial  conqueror,  who  wields  the  destinies 
of  the  Continent.  Whatever  the  ultimate  object 
might  be,  it  was  early  perceivable  that  that  mu» 
tual  dependence  which  exists  between  commer- 
cial States,  so  far  as  it  respected  the  French  Em- 
pire, was  about  to  be  dissolved,  and  that  it  was  to 
be  dependent  no  longer  upon  foreign  natione  for 
any  supplies.  To  this,  every  regulation  (ex-ter- 
ritorial or  municipal)  adopted  by  its  Governmeat 
has  kept  a  steady  eye.  They  are  now  staripg 
you  full  in  the  face.  You  see  your  trade  in  the 
colonial  products,  formerly  the  most  profitable 
branch  of  our  foreign  con&merce,  totally  annihi- 
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kt€d,  Tbe  consumption  of  yourtobaceo,  a  great 
stap^  of  the  Middle  States,  redacted  to  one-^f* 
teeflth  of  the  whole  quantity  coDaumed  in  France, 
tad  that  monopolized  by  the  French  Gbvern- 
ment.  wlio  pays  your  merchants  what  its  rapacity 
dict8|tes.  You  see  your  cotton,  once  the  gre^t 
and  profitable  ^aple  of  the  South,  subject^  to 
$uch  enormous  impost  duties,  as  almost  amount 
to  a  prohibition,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  en- 
couraging the  culture  of  tbat  arucle  in  Italy,  an^ 
the  south  of  prance;  your  flour  and  provisions 
ind  no  market  there,  beeaqse  she  has  a  surpfus 
ol  her  own  production.  Tbe  other  arttcl^  in 
which  we  are  permitted  tatfade  are  so  inconsid- 
erable io  value  that  they  form  no  serious  item  in 
the  aeeQ,unt.  Besides  aU  this,  yon  see  ^your  mer- 
chants, after  having  submitted  to  the*  injustice  of 
French  regulations,  and  the  rapacitv  of  French 
officers,  eompeiled  to  invest  the  little  remnants 
of  the  proceeds  of  their  cargoes  in  French  silks, 
wines,  and  brandies,  in  regxdaUd  proportions. 
Bif^  this  detail  ou»bt  to  convince  us  tbat  a  com- 
merce thus  shackled  and  limited  is  not  worthy 
the  erusade  whichis  meditated,  and  that  the  pros- 
pect as  to  its  future  value  is  still  mere  gloomy.  I 
oelieve  were  the  Orders  in  ^Council  repealed  to- 
morrdw,  oojr  ooiqmerce  to  France  would  not  be 
W0rth  two  millions,  and  circumscribed '  as  it  al- 
ready is,  AS  long  ak  the  anti-commercial  system 
confimies,  we  may  expect  that  it  will  daily  di- 
iBJnish. 

But  we  have  been  told  that  ail  calculations,  as 
to  objeels,  means^  or' consequences,  are  to  beiaid 
oot  of  the  qu0s|]on,  as  sordid  and  low-minded. 
Thati  feeling  owr  country's  rights  violated  and 
her  honor  assailed,  ite  ought  tomaroh  heedlessly 
oa  to  seek  redress,  at  every  hazard.  I  confess  i 
was  astonished  to  hear  such  a  QOurse  recom- 
mended. In  the  most  unimportant  concerns  of 
life,  a  pri^dent  man  calls  to  his  aid  his  best  reason 
and  deliberate  judgment.  But  it  seems  iti  the 
great  concerns  ef  tjie  nation,  where  its  peace  it 
at  stake  and  its  future  destiny  hazarded^  we  must 
eloee  our  eyes,  set  all  prudence  at  defiance,  and 
move  boldly  on  to  onr  object,  and  not  <li9g|cace 
osrselves  by  consulting  the  lessons  of  wisdom 
and  experience  which  he  in  our  way.  ^8ir;  this 
nation's  honor  is  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
the  people.  I  cannot  consent  to  purchase-national 
miaery ,  even  should  it  be  accompanied  with  what 
gentlemen  call  national  honor.  The  abstract 
notions  of  honor  which  regulate  the  conduct  of 
indiriduals,  and  which  are  valuable  in  private 
life,  ought  net  to  be  a  rule  of  action  for  wise 
men.  to  whom  are  committed  the  affairs  of  na* 
^OQB — otherwise  we  mi^ht  wage  perpetual  war. 
In  tbe  whole  history  of  our  Qovemment^  pru- 
dence has  been  considered  as  essential  to  regula- 
ting oar  measures,  particularly  those  which  affect 
foreign  nations.  We  have  not  suffered  ourselves 
IO  be  led  away  by  our  feelings,  but  weregoveriied 
by  the  very  calculations  which  gentlemen  now 
»ffeet  so  much  to  despise.  If  we  had  not,  we 
«jM>old  have  waged  a  Quixotic  war  long  since 
against  France.  Her  decrees  were  executed  with 
the  iHtnott  aeverity  upon  our  commerce  for  aev-* 


eral  years,  to  which  has  been  superadded  every 
indignity  and  insult  4o  which  a  nation  can  be 
subjected  ;  yet  has  it  never  entered  into  the  ima- 
gination of  any  one  that  our  honor  required  we 
shoold  avenge  ourselves  on  the  imperial  wrongs 
doer  by  carrying  war  into  his  own  dominions. 
No  I  it  would  be  considered  as  a. mad  and- hope- 
less attempt.  You  haye  l^eea  in  the  habit  of  pay- 
ing tribute  (considered  as  a  badge  of  depend- 
ence) to  the  Oey  of  Algiers  and  other  Barbery 
Powei^S)  for  the' express  purpose  of  securing  the 
property  of  your  merchants  from  capture,  and 
your  citizens  from  slavery,  when  engaged  in  a 
commerce  to  which  you  have  the  most;  uoques- 
tioDstble  title.  You  have  lately  entered  into  a 
ooinpac^t  (for  so  yon  will  call  it)  with  the  Em^ 
peror  of  France,  by  which  it  was  stipulated, 
that,  in  *  coo^deration  of  his  permission  to. us  tu 
trade  to  Borland,  (a  right  which  we  held  in- 
dependent of  his  control,)  we  would  cause  our 
rights  to  be  respected  by  her.  Why  were  all 
these'  things  suffered  and  done  ? .  Where  was  this 
honor  that  is'nowgoadiag  us  on  to  a  war  wKh 
Qreat  Britain  %  Why  wa3  war,  the  only  balsam 
to  heal  our  injured  honor,  not  resorted  to  ?  There 
is  but  one  answer  I  can  give  consistent  with  the 
respect  I  owe  to  the  Government.  Prudence  for- 
bade it.  War  was  not  calculated  to  cure  the 
evil  which  affected  us,  but  to  make  it  worse.  I 
think  so  now*  Can  tbe  waste  of  our  blood  and 
treasure  hei^l  the  wounds  which  the  nation's  fan- 
cied honor  ma^  have  received  ?  Are  we  to  draw 
upon  us  all  the  miseries  that  attend  war,  and  all 
the  dangers  with  which  it  is  surrounded,  without 
any  practical  good  in  prospect,  when  perhaps  at 
the  end  of  seven  y^rs  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
sit  down  and  acquiesce  under  the  system  against 
which  the  war  is  waged,  merely  to  have  it  to  say — 
that  we  acted  like  men  of  spirit  t 

Sir,  I  fear  we  have  not  been  snfficiently  atten- 
tive to  the  progress  of  events  which  have  passed 
before  our.  eyes — events  which  hare  affected  a 
radical  change  in  the  aspect  of  tbe  civilized 
world.  We  have  attributed  the  injuries  and  in- 
dignities which  we  have  experienced  to  caoses 
distinct  from  the  true  ones ;  ,we  have  supposed 
that,  to  the  abstract  and  individual  injustice  of 
the  men  who  are  the  rulers  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  was  to  be  traced  all  our  evils  j  When,  in 
fact,  that  ^injustice  was  the  Ineviuble  result  of 
existing  circumstances,  and  when  the  true  sources 
lay  much  deeper.  The  present  sute  of  the  £u« 
ropean  world^  is  the  primary  cause  from  which 
those  principles  that  have  so  seriously  affected 
our  commerce  hhve  received  their  origin.  And 
to  me  it  appears  vaia  to  exf>ect  tbat  our  neutral 
rights  will  be  respected,  until  the  causes  which 
have  subverled  every  venerable  principle,  once 
a  rule  of  conduct  between  nations, shall  no  long<» 
er  exist.  We  may  make  arrangements  with 
France  for  the  revocation  of  her  decrees,  and 
with  England,  for  the  revocation  of  her  Orders 
in  Council.  But  there  will  be  no  permanent  se- 
curity ;  we  must  participate  in  the  evils  (io  some 
shape)  which  have  fallen  on  the  community  of 
civilized  man. 
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Before  the  ^eat  changr^  ib  the  aspeet  of  Bq* 
rope  which  have  grown  out  of  the  French  Rer- 
olution,  the  checks  afforded  by  a  division  of  the 
power  of  the  Continent  into  many  distinct  sov- 
ereignties, gave  security  even  to  the  weakest. 
There  was  a  natural  jealousy,  which  was  all  alive 
whenever  any  attempt  was  made  by  any  one  to 
infringe  the  principles  whifsh  mutual  interest,  and 
mutual  security,  had  long  consecrated.  In  the 
wars  which  happened,  there  were  always  many 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  thoscr  rights 
which- the  common  consent  of  all  bad  established 
for  the  safety  of  neutrals,  who  were  ready  to 
make  a  common  cause  against  those  who  should 
Tiolate  them,  and  whom  belligerents  dare  not 
provoke  to  hostilities.  Hence  neutral  rights  were 
secure,  because  there  were  ample  means  to  en* 
force  respect.  But  the  cause  of  this  security  no 
lon^r  exists— the  effect,  therefore,  will  be  loolted 
for  m  vain.  There  are  now  bur  two  g^eat  Pow- 
ers in  Europe— one  holding  the  dominion  of  the 
ocean,  and  the  other  of  the  land.  They  are  mu- 
tually interested  in  :the  prostration  of  neutral 
rights,  which  are  always  in  conflict  with  beUi|fe- 
rent  claims  and  pretensions.  Are  we  capable 
(against  such  an  immense  host,  a  population  of 
perhaps  eighty  millions)  loicompel  them  to  yield 
obedience  to  our  demands  ?  Or  w^o  can  we  call 
upon  to  assist  us  in  giving  security  to  the  almost 
forgotten  privileges  of  neutrals  1  There  is  no 
hope  for  u«  as  long  as  the  ptesem  war  continues, 
and  continental  Europe  remains  dnder  the  domin- 
ion of  its  Imperial  dictator. 

There  is  another  delqsion  with  whidi  we  aeem 
to  have  been  carried  away,  and  which  follows  us 
to  the  present  mometft.  We  have  considered 
ourselves  of  too  much  importance  in  the  scale  of 
nations.  It  has  led  us  into  great  errors.  Instead 
of  yielding  to  ciitumstances,  which  human  power 
cannot  control,  we  hare  imagined  that  our  own 
destiny,  and  that  of  other  nations/ was  in  our 
hands,  to  be  regulated  its  we  thought  proper.  If 
experience  is  to  have  any  influence  oter  us,  we 
may  see  how  grossly  we  were  mistaken  hereto- 
fore. The  enobargo,  and  all  its  kindred  meas- 
ures, which  were  xq  bring  t^e  unjust  belligerents 
to  our  feet,  have  recoiled  on  ourselves.  The 
next  thing  is  war,  and  thia  is  recomxpended  as  a 
certain  eure.  I  fear  by  ^he  time  it  is  over,  we 
shall  learn  practically,  (if  we  will  not  l^rn  roou- 
er,)  that  there  are  periods  in  the  history  of  nation? 
when  not  to  act  is  a  virtue ;  when  those  who 
manage  their  affairs  must  accommbdatO'  them- 
selves to  circumstances,  make  a  choice  of  evils, 
and  forego  a  favorite  object,  becatiseits  attain- 
ment is  impracticable,  or  there  ia  too  much  haz- 
arded in  the  attempt. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  Eui'opean  world,  if 
we  intend  to  have  any  intercourse  with  it,  there 
is  one  of  two  things  we  must  sooner  or  later  do. 
We  must  either  permit  our  merchants  to  carry 
their  enterprise  to  whatever  quarter  their  interest 
or  ioclination  mav  lead  them,  without  being  con- 
sidered as  pledged  to  protect  their  rights,  or  re- 
dress their  wrongs,  when  out  of  our  limits,  so 
that  the  hazard,  whatever  it  shall  be,  will  be, 


theirs:  or  we  must  determine  with  whom  we 
will  be  on  amicable  terms  during  the  presettt 
conflict  in  Europe-*-England  or  France.  Thit 
is  a'question  of  prudence,  and  could  have  been 
lone  since  easily  solved.  The  commerce  of  Bog* 
land,  and  her  possessions  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe  (and  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  we  are 
going  to  war  £or  eooHnerce)  in  a  state  of  anaity^ 
is  open  to  u^s  and  is.  of  vast  importance;  the 
eominerce  of  France  is  very  much  restricted,  And 
comparatively  of  no  value.  England  can  destroy 
our  crommerce  to  Fradee— France  Cannot  affeet 
ours  to  England.  We  are  secure  from  the  hos^ 
tility  of  Trance' at  home  and  on  the  ocean,  and 
exposed  to  both,  from  England*  But  we  hAve 
made  the  6electioi[i  of  our  enemr,  and  a  strange 
selection  it  is.  I  should  say  nothing  respecting 
it,  were  the  causes  of  offence  on  the  part  of 
France  less  than  those  on  the  part  of  Qreat  BHt« 
ain  ;  but  however  unjust  the  conduct  of  the  lat- 
ter may  have  been,  and  certainly  bias  been,  there 
is  no  parallel  in  the  perfidy  and  indiguity  which 
we  have  experienced. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  seme  tlrat  it  is  necet- 
sary  ta  go  to  war  lo  revive  and  preserve  our  mar* 
tial  spirit.  It  has  been  said  that  irationa  long  ea- 
joying  the  blessings  of  peace  become  enfeebled 
and  corrupt,  and  ultinaateiy  fait  victims  t6  foreiga 
dominion  or  dermatic  ambitiofa.  Holland  haa 
been  mentioned  as  an  example.  In  point  of  faet 
the  example  is  not. appropriate.  She  was  em* 
gaged  in  almost  all  the  great  wars  of  the  Conti« 
nent  during  the  last  ceatury,  and  some  maritimai 
wars  iti  wbioh  she  was  principal.'  Th«re  i«  a 
stroog  instance  of  Im  oppoaite  character  in  the 
history  pf  Switzerland.  She  maintained  het 
warlike  character,  her  independence,  her  liberty 
and  aimplicfty,  for  centuries,  though  seldom  aii<^ 
gaged  in  war,  until  she  found  her  grave/iii  the 
common  tomb  of  European  nations— ^be  Freneli 
Revolution.  The  eausea  of  the  degen'eracy  of 
nations  is  to  be  found  elsewhere — luxury,  in  the 
hiji^her  classes,  consequent  misery  in  the  lower— 
with  the  corruption  of  morals  that  follows  are 
amohg  the  forerunners  (if  not  the  causes)  or  the 
fall  of  Empires.  Bat  let  it  be  as  it  may,  I  wm 
not  prepared  to  draw  upon  the  country  certain 
evils  noWj  to  avoid  possible  evils  hereafter. 
* ,  The  substantial  and  leading  object  of  the  war 
in  which  we  ate  about  to  embark,  is  the  aban« 
donment  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council.  It  ia 
not  proposed  to  effect  our  purpose  by  engaging  in 
a  maritime  warfare  with  Qreat  Britain ;  that  our 
most  sanguine  politicians  'seem  to  have  relin-* 
qtiished.  But  it  is  supposed  that  we  can  either 
compel  her  to  do  us  justice,  or  indemnify  our- 
selves for  her  injuries  by  taking  possession  of  her 
provinces  on  our  Northern  frontier.  Without 
entering  into  the  question  whether  a  conquest  of 
Canada  aiid  the  provinces  to  the  north  and  east 
would  have  either  effect,  I  do  not  believe  that 
such  conquest*  can  be  effected.  The  men  re- 
quired (the  first  great  war  material)  cannot  be 
obtained.  There  are  great  calculations  made  on 
tbe  spirit  of  the  country,  and  we  are  told  that 
there  ia  something  in  the  atmoiphere  of  Wksh- 
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iDgton  and  of'  this  House,  which  freezes  the  pat* 
riotie  ardor  which  we  bring  with  us  from  the 
people.  That  there  is  a  spirit  in  the  oouQtrir 
capable  ip  resist  erery  attempt  on  pur  native  soil, 
defend  our  literties  and  independence  at  feyetry 
hazard,  is  true ;  and  if  the  titne  shall  arrire  when 
it  is  necessary  to  call  it  forth,  it  will  be  found  in 
every  cottare  in  the  country.  But  I  do  deny  that 
the  people  have  become  infected  witti  the  spirit 
^f  folreign  conquest  and  foreign  war.  It  is  a 
phaotom  of  our  own  creation.  Ob  this  subject 
we  ought  not  to  be  so  easily  tieluded,  like  credo* 
lous  children,  partiiiularly  after^^he  instructive 
lesson  which  is  befbre-  Os  in  the  history  of  this 
country  during  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams. 
In  1796  and  1799,  sucfh  was  the  profusion  of  ad- 
dri^ses  from'  legislative  bodies,  county  meetings,, 
military  associations,  dbc.,  breathing  nothing  but 
"pledges  of  fortunes;  lives,  lind  sacred  honor,"  in 
the  prosecution  of  hostilities  against  France,  tbat 
that  diBltided  man  really  supposed  '*  the  iinger  of 
Heaven  pointed  to  war."  But  how  soon  was  it 
discovered  by  those  who  acted  on  the  faith  of 
such  professions,  that  they  hAd  mistaken  the  buz* 
ling  of  insects  (such  as  infect  large  cities  and 
popular  assemblies)  for  tbe  public  voice ;  or  that 
those  who  gave  the  paper  pledges  considered  it  a 
mere  matter  of  form,  and  were  offended  that  they 
should  liave  been  understood  as  if  |hey  acted 
with  sincerity :  and  yet,  after  what  has  been  said 
by  an  honorable  member  from  North  CaroHna, 
(Mr.  StanIpobo,)  it  cannot  be^denied  that  we 
bad  not  then  just  claim  of  war  against  France; 
Did  notheir  decrees  subject  to  capture  and  con- 
demnation every  vessel  and  cargo  belonging. to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  if  a  single  article 
was  found  on  board,  the  product  of  the  British 
soil,  or  of  British  indqstry  ?  Had  tbe  nation  not 
been  humbled  to  the  lowest  degree  by  the  anpre^ 
eedented  indignity. offered  to  our  Ministers  ?  No 
Aian  can  deny  it.  And  yet  the  public  voice  con- 
Mffoed  to  oblivion  those  whfo  promoted  that  ^war 
of  principle." 

1  have  said  that  I  did  not  believe  that  tbe  num- 
ber of  men  reqiiisite !  for  the  conquest  of  the 
BHtish  provinces  can  be  raised.  Much  reliance 
has  been  placed  on' volunteers,  and  I  have  heard 
of  many  myself  who  are  ready  to  march  to  Can- 
ada^  bat  it  happens 'they  are  all  volunteer  qfftcerB-^ 
me^  who  wbh  to  aggrandize  themselves  by  the 
enterprise.  There  are  notoUMe^.  privates.  It 
eamiQl  be  seriousljr  supposed  th^t*  our  ^rmers' 
sons  will  leave  their  own  homes,  where  cbmpe< 
tency  and  ease  rewards  their  industry,  to  march 
to  Canada  to  make  conquest  of  those  frozen  re- 
gions. The  same  remarks  are  applicable  ,t6  the 
army  of  regulars  proposed  to  be  raised.  You 
will  have  officers  enough ;  but  where  are  tbe  pri- 
vates to  be  got  ?  The  honorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  FiNnLEv)  gave  us  yesterday 
k  clear  and  practical  demonstration  that  our  coun- 
try did  not  furnish  the  materials  for  an  army. 
We  hnvea'snrplus  of  land  and  a  deficiency  of 
labor.  Every  person  who  wiH  labor  can  obtaih 
a  competency,  m  the  enjoyment  of  which  he  is 
n  free  man,  sobjeet  to  the  control  and  under  tba 


dominion  of  no.  mortal  being.  Will  any  but 
the  most  corrupt,  profligate,  idle,  or  inconsider- 
ate, exchange  this  state  of  independence  for  the 
ranks  of  an  army ;  where  he  loses  everything 
valuable  to  man  ;  Where  he  becomes  a  part  of  a 
great  machine,  and  must  move  and  act  as  others 
please ;  where  he  exposes  his  back  to  the  lash  for 
acts  which  in  any  other  state  wonld  be  perfectly 
innocent  ?  I  answer,  nd  !  Our  country,  is  not 
tbe  place  where  the  materials  for  an  army  in- 
tended for  such  purposes  abound ;  and  I  thank 
Qod  it  is  so.  It  is  the  most  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  happy  state  of  society,  ai^  the  prosperity 
of  QUir  people,  (which  I  hope  may  longcontmue.) 
Was  there  anything  wanting  to  prove  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtajamg  men  for  such  an  array,  that 
portion  of  our  history  to  which  I  before  had  ref- 
erence-would clearly  establish  the  fact.  The 
twelve  additional  regiments  which  were  directed 
to  be  raised  in  1798,  were  not  half  filled  up  when 
the  army  was  disbanded,  thongh  eighteen  months 
had  elapsed  fro^  the  pasditog  of  the  law.  I  hes- 
itate not  to  predict  that  the  25,000  men  propo^ 
to  be  raised  by  this  bill  will  not  be  raised  in  three 
years. 

I  think  it  may  be  assumed  us  a  position,  gener- 
ally, if  not  universally  true,  thidt  no  nation  can 
be  successful  in  a  foreign  war  of  conquest,  that 
is  not  perfectly  prepared,  when  war  is  conceived 
neeessary,  to  act  immediately  with  effect.  We 
are  net  only  destitute  of  the  force  necessary  fbr 
which  we  must  wait  the  slow  process  of  enlist- 
ment8,'but  many  other  necessaries  are  not  to  be 
had}  without  which  we  cannot  pretend  to  carry 
Xhh  war  into  Cannda.  A'corfimentary,  humilia* 
tin]g  to  the  patrons  of  thisi  bill,  on  our  readiness 
to  prosecute  such  a  war,  is  tp  be  seen  in  the  letter 
of  the  S.ecretaty  of  War,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  permitting  the  importation  of  such 
British  «eods  as  would  enable  the  Government 
to  jcompTy  with  our  li^dian  treaties,  an4  the  state- 
ment made  by  an  honorable  member  (Mr.  Har-» 
fbr)  o|i  this  flibor,  that  there  were  no  blankets, 
nor  any  to  be  had,  an  article  so  necessary  to  ena- 
ble the  soldier  tp  encounter  the  inclemency  of 
winter  in  the  high  northern  latitudes;  unless,  in- 
deed, it  is  contemplated  to  make  the  conquest 
during  t^ie  Dog  dayh^  to  enable  the  troops  to  re- 
turn to  a  more  genial  climate  before  the  approach 
of  cojd  weather-^a  circumstance,  I  confess,  not 
very  probable. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  the  conquest 
of  the  British  provinces  is  easily  accomplished. 
That  it  is  "only  necessary  to  erect  our  standard  in 
Upper  Canada,  and  promise  the  inhabitants  lib- 
erty and  iodepeadence,  (according  to  the  late 
French  mode  J  and  that  they  will  flock  around  it, 
and  assist  in  humbling  their  Oppressors.  Nothing 
can  be  more  vain  and  visionary.  Many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada  are  natives  of  the 
United  States,- who  hav^  beeu  attracted  to  that 
country  either  by  the  nature  of  its  Government, 
or  by  the  advantages  which  it  holds  out  to  emi- 
grants. If  these  people  love  your  liberty  so  en- 
thusiastically as  to  engage  in  treason  to  establish 
it,  why  have  they  exchanged  it  fbr  the  colonial 
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d^peedieoce  into  which  they  have  ▼oluotanljr 
placed  themselves.  It  is  oot  rational  to  expect 
that  those  who  are  bouDd  by  tfietr  auachments  to 
the  British  Goyemment,  or  by  gratitude  fox  its 
beBefits^  would  act  ip  any  «ther  way  than  we 
ourselves  would  «ct  in  similar  circumstaoces; 
They  will  meet  the  invader,  whoever  he  maybe, 
with  a  bold  and  manly  resisunce. 

Sir,  I  presume  it.  is  admitted  by  all  who  treat 
the  subject  seriously,  .that  the  British  provinces 
can  be  subdued  onl^  by  a  considerable  military 
force,  which  it  requires  time  to  prepai'e,  .and 
which,  when  raised  and  teaidy  for  servic^  will 
require  time  to  perform  the  serious  task  assigned 
them.  Is  it  probable,  that  while  these  prepara- 
tions are  masing  on  our  part,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  making  a  descent  on  her  provinces^ 
that  Great  Britain  will  be  patiently  looking  on  ? 
Will  she  not,  (havingtbe  dominion  of  the  ocean,) 
give  employment  to  your  force,  in  defendingyoiir 
cities  and  coast,  which  she  will  keep  in  a  con* 
stant  state  of  alarm  by  iier  ships  of  war  ?  Or, 
should  she  even  permit  you  to  strike  the  ^rst. 
blow,  and  should  your  troops  get  into  Canada, 
and  actually  obtain  possession  of  the  country, 
is  it  to  be  expected  that  no  diversion  would  be 
attempted. by  her  on  our  own  shoi'es,  to  bring 
hkek  your  forces  to  protect  your  sacked  cities  and 
unprotected  coast  of  eighteen  hundred  miles  & 
extent  1  You  would  have  the  credit  •(if  ai^ 
there  could  be  in  it)  of  waging  offensive  war,  for 
no  other  object  but  to  be.  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  defending  the  nei^t  momeot  your  own  shores 
from  the  predatory  invasions  of  your  enemy-:- 
invasipns,  not  for  conquest,  but  tor  rapine  and 
destruction,  in  which  our  cities  mav  be  reduced 
to  ashes,^  as  Copenhagen  has  been  before  them. 
Should  you,  bowev€r,  under  these  circumstanoes, 
beable  to  retain  possession  of  the  conquered  ter- 
ritory, (contrary  to  my  expectations,  I  coiifess,) 
will  it  not  be  a  galling  reflection  that  we. have 
acquired  the  frozen  wilds  of  C4nada  to  compen- 
sate us  for  the  irreparable  injuries  and-  losses 
which  we  have  suffelred  at  home  ?  For  my  own 
part,  though  I  might  be  safe  beyond  .the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  where  it  is. said  (by  Mr.  Spbao 
ER)  liberty  would  dwell  were  the  whole  Atlantic 
country  destroyed,  I  cannot  consent  to  make  such 
an  unprofitable  exchange. 

Before  we  enter  headlong  into  this  war,  I 
should  think  it  necessary  (whatever  others  may 
do)  to  make  some  estimate  of  the  expenditures 
which  will  become  necessary,  and  of  our  pecu> 
niary  resources.  In  1809  we  had  in  service^  ex- 
clusive of  the  corps  of  engineer^  about  sixty- 
eight  thousand  troops;  whichu  accordioff  to  a 
sutement  laid  before  us  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, cost  the  country,  including  all  incidental 
charges,  three  millions  three  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  which  is  about  ,$492  per 
man  on  an  average.  We  have  .indeed  an  esti- 
mate on  our  tables,  in  which  it  is  supposed  that 
a  regiment  of  infantry,  under  the  existing  estab- 
lishment, can  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of 
about  $167,000  per  annum;  but  every  person 
who  has  paid  any  attention  to  this  subject  knows 


the  difference  between  estimates  and  expendi- 
tures.   By  some  means  pr  other,  our  Military 
and  Naval    Establishments  cost  us  double  as 
much  as  they  do  any  other  nauon,  proportioned 
to  the.  force  we  employ ;  and  indeed  such  has 
been  the  management,  (how  it  has  happened  I 
dp  not^  kuow,)  that  under  the  profuse  and  profli- 
gate Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  Army 
and  Navy  cost  us  less  by  one-third  than  it  has 
done  during  the  economical  Administration  of 
one  of  the  latter  yeare^  maxiog  the  proper  allow- 
ance for  the  difference  of  the  number  of  men  and 
ships  employed.    I  thinkj  therefore,  when  it  is 
recollected  thaf  these  troops  are  to  be  enlisted — 
collected  frdm  distant  situations  to  proper  ren- 
dezvous— marched  to  very  remote  regions,  at- 
I  tended  with  their  baggage,  artillery^  ammunition, 
dbc,  the  annual  additional  expense  of  the  troops 
proposed,  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  and  the  bill  al- 
ready  passed,  mayl)e  estimated  at  little  less  than 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars.   jOur  ordinary  peaca 
expenses,  including  the  civil  listj  the  Army  and 
Navynow  in  being— rinterestand  principal  uf  the 
public  debt,  and  other  miscellaneous  expendi- 
tures—fall  little  short  of  fifteen  millions.    If  an 
additional  naval  force  should  be  equipped,  which 
will  be  i^ecessary  to  co-operate  with  the.Army, 
and  the  volunteers  put  in  motion  as  proposed, 
with  the  defensive  measures  which  will  be  indis- 
pensable, we  may  estimate  our  whole  expenses  jda- 
ring  the  war  at. forty-five  millions  of  dollars  per 
annuiQb    Wher^  are  the  means  to  defray  such 
an  enormous  expenditure?    The  duties  on  im- 
post and  tonnage,  if  not  eotirely  annihilated, 
must  be  greatly  lessened^    We  shall  have  no 
commerce  to  England,  nor  tp  the  West  Indiesy 
which  belong  to  her  ^almost  exclusively.    We 
shall  hot  be  able  to  pass  the  iron-bound  coast  of 
Britain  to  carry  our  commerce  to  the  coast  of  the 
German  ocean,  and  to  the  Baltic.    The  Medi** 
terranean  is  commanded  by  the  British  naval 
force. '  The  East  Jndia  factories  on  the  coast  of 
Malabar  and  Coramandel,  and  the  islands  in  the 
Indian  ocean,  are  entirely  in  the  possession  of 
Great  Britain.    And  your  trade  to  China  muat 
pass  by  ^the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  is  occu* 
pted  by  your  enemy^    Under  such  circumstances 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  any  consiilerable  part 
of  the  war  expeiiaes  can  be  defrayed  by  any  re- 
sources from  which  we  now  draw  our  revenue; 
the  greatest  estimate  that  can  be  made  b  two 
millions  per  annum.    We  n^ust  therefore  look  to 
something  else.    Internal  taxation  will  not  an- 
swer the  purpose,  hecaus^  there  are  but  few  ob«- 
jects  which  can  be  taxed  to  any  considerable 
amount  in  a  country  like  ours  without  being  ser 
verely'felt.    Every  person  must  recollect  the 
direct  tax  of  two  millions  levied  during  Mr, 
Adams's  Administration;  though  the  sum  was 
comparatively  small,  yet  it  pressed  hard  on  the 
people.    It  was  a  heavier  tax  than  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  pay  to  support  their  State  govern- 
ments.   Forty -five  millions,  which  is  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  prpceeds'  of  our  national  in- 
dustry, certainly  cannot  be  raised  in  this  country 
by  any  mode  of  taxation  that  can  be  devised 
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•opposing  the  people  at  wttling  as  you  cqold  wisii 
them.  lo  England,  where  tlii^  peopfe  hiiye  been 
aecastomed  to  taxes  in  eTerjr  shape,  and  on  every 
neeessary  and  superflaity  of  life,  and  where  they 
ean  bear  mdre  than  in  any  other  country*  owing 
to  the  immense  eapital  continnally  in  action^  the 
income  tax,  graduated  according  to  the  amount 
of  the  income,  was  originally-  not  more  thjoun  ten 
per  centum  on  the  highest  grade,  (until  it  was 
doubled  by  the  Ministry  that  came  in  with  Mr. 
Fox,)  and  yet  erery  person  must  know  the  con- 
▼ulsed  state  of-  public  opibioji  when  it  was  im- 
posed, and  the  distresses  wHich  it  produced  in 
that  countt^.  »       • 

But  it  i^  stated  that  we  may  borrow.  Suppotf^ 
there  is  capital  enough  in  the  country  to  justify 
our  expectations,  j  It  willv  be  necessary  to  create 
a  TeTenue  competent  to  meet  the  ordiqary  peace 
expenses  of  the  Qovernment,  ^nd  to  secure  the 
payment  of  interest  and  annuities,  .and  the  ulti- 
lAate  redemptton  of  the  principal.  Tbis  wiil  re^ 
quire  tazation-*not  mucKfelished  at  any  tln^e-^ 
and  which  must  be  oppressive  at  a  time  when 
the  people  are.kiec^ssariiy  subjected  t6  many  pri- 
Tations,  and  deprived  (for  want  of  commerce)  of 
the  ordinary  means  to  pay.  Should  it,  however, 
be  practicable  for  the  Government  to  borrow 
even  to  the  extent  of  the  whole  aniiual  expend i- 
I  tare,  including  the  peajoe  expenses,  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  (the  shortest  period  we  can  possibly 
suppose  the  war  to  last,)  w^  shall  be  saddled  with' 
a  debt  of  one  hundred  atid  thirty  millions,  a  mdeh 
larger  debt  than  that  incurred  as  the  price  of  our 
independence.  And  if  1  am  not  much  mistakftk 
as  to  every  other  object,  if  we  end  where  we  be- 
gan,, the  friends  of  the  country  will  have  great 
cause  to  rejoice^  *  ' 

Sir,  I  see  many  dangers  which  may  fallow 
even  a  successful  war.  We  have  been  taught, 
ever  since  the  dawn  of  freedom,  that  stan^ding 
armies  were  dangerous  to  liberty.  The  *sages 
and  heroes  who  laid  the  fbundation  of  our  itfde- 
pendence,  and  who  erected  and  sjapported  the 
nir    edifice,  not  only,  cherished   this  jealousy 

2anded  dowii  to  them  from  their  forefathers) 
ring  tbeir  own  times,  but  in  their  public  acts, 
desired  for  posterity,  they  endeavored  to  incul- 
cate it  into  the  minds  of  those  who  should  live 
after  them.  But  there  has'been  of  late  a  stri^ng^ 
revolution  of  sentiment,  funding  armies  are 
DOW  supposed  to  be  constructed  of  different  ma- 
terials, breathing  nothing  but  the  purest  patriot^ 
ism,  and  acting  only  for  their  country's  good. 
Sir,  standinff  armies  are  always  the  same;  the 
materials  which  compose  them,  and  the  subordi- 
nation to  which  they  are  ^bject,  fits  them  to  be^ 
eome  part  of  a  machine  regulated  and  moved  by 
those  who  commaml  them.  And  their  interest 
generalljr  happens  to  conflict  wilh  the  rest  of  the 
community.  If  ever  there  waa  an  army^bat 
IMssessed  patriotism  beyond  others  in  their  skua- 
tioD,  it  was  the-  army  of  our  'Revolution^  And 
y^t  I  believe,  had  it  not  been  for  the  virtues  of 
»  that  man  to  whom,  under  Divine  Providence,  we 
^  tre  indebted  for  our  liberties— whose  liMi  1  i<»ar, 
We  shall  never  again  see-^a  army  who  fought 


the  battles  of  onr  independence  Would  have  been 
made  the  instrument  in  consigning  us  to  a  mill* 
tary  despotism.  "But. the  dark  cloud  which 
threatened  to  exiidguish  the  beams  of  liberty, 
which  just  began  to  cheer  and  warm  our  hori- 
zon, was  dissipated  by  the  guardian  genius  of  our 
Revolution."  There  Hre,  ^ndeed,  tinjes  when 
tbe  spirit  of  liberty  is  wide  awake;  then  there  is 
not  so  much  danger.  But  circumstances  have 
such  iofloence  over.us^  that  a  total  apathy  often 
succeeds  the  most  tempestuous  contentioQ,  and  a 
sense  of  foreign  danger  is  favorable  to  the  cause 
of.  ambiUon.  It  is  then  that  tbose  who  have 
armies  at 4iiejr  command^  bind  the  people  hand 
and  foot,  who  awaken  from  their  slumbers  only 
to  ftee  that  they  are  no  longer  free.  Such  were 
our  opinions  m  1798;  what  ha6  produced  the 
change  1  do  not  know,  unless  we  were  then  ot«^, 
and  now  we  are  in;  and,  indeed,  I  faav^  seen 
enough  of  public  m^n  tal^d  me  at  least  to  fear 
that  there  is  no  other  Substantial  distinction  be^ 
tween  politiciil  parties*  The  Walpoles  and  the 
Pulteveys,  the  Foxes,  the  Pitts,  and  the  Gren- 
villes  of  Bnc4ffndy  all  acted  on  the  same  princi-' 
pie;  they  ^id  the  very  acts,  when  ifif  which  they 
reprobated  as  pregnant  with  every  evil,  when  out. 
I  l^ve  to  others  to  say  whether  our  Aojierican 
parties  act  niore  consistently.         ; 

There  is-  y^ne  cooeideration  distinct  from,  all 
others,  which  ought  to  inspire  ns  with  caution  in 
entering  into  the  contest  between  the  two  great 
belligerents :  England  is  contending  not  only  for 
ber  own  existence,  but  in  doing  so,  she  secures  us 
from  the  attempt  to  subjugate  us  to  the  power  of 
France,  to  )which  we  should  be  otherwise  ex* 
posed.  I  feel  myself  under  no  obligation  for  any 
good  intention  towards  us  on  her  part;  it  is  a 
sense  of  her  own  danger,  anfl  her  struggle  for 
security  that  produces  the  effect;  but  the  fact 
is  unquestionably  so.  Viewing  the  character  of 
him  who  has  enslaved  Europe,  I  cannot  beliave 
otherwise  than  tbat  if  England  shall  fall,  we 
shall  not  remain  unassailed.  It  is  said  other  ob- 
jects more  important  will  occupy  his  ambition. 
The  miser  may  prefer  an  English  to  a  French 
guinea,  but  that  does  not  convince  me  that  he 
would  not  take  both,  could  he  get  them.  Those 
who  have  paid  any  attention  to  the  nature  of  the 
human  heart,  and  to  the  history  of  man,  milst 
know  that/ambition,  like  avarice,  is  never  satis* 
fiedr  Those  wjth.whom  it  is  the  ruling  passion^ 
proceed  from  conquest  to  conouest^and  alter  hav- 
ing subjufi^ated  the  whole  world,  dissolve  in  tears, 
because  there  is  not  another  world  to  conquer. 
What  encouragement  is  |here  then  left  for  us  in 
a  war  where  victory  is  defeat,  and  auccesa,  ruin ! 

We  hav  been  emphatically^  asked,  (by  Mr. 
Spbakeb,)  "  what  are  we  to  gain  by  peace  V^  I 
was  astonished  at  the  question.  What  are  we  to 
gain  by  peace?  What  are  we,  not  to  lose  by 
war?  Liberty!  security!  and  haopinessi  are 
the  great  blessio  j:s  which  we  hazard !  Leave  me 
these,  and  uke  your  trade  to  the  Continent,  or 
year  Orders  in  Council.  With  all  the  difficultiea 
which  we  encounter,  and  the  ills  which  befall  us,^ 
we  are  still  the  freest  and  happiest  nation  on  whicb 
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the  SUB  shines.  I  fear,  sfr,  wesbati  dr^w  upon  U9 
the  just  displeasure  of  Heaven,  if  we  estimate 
her  bounties,  lavished  upon  us  with  such  a  pro- 
fuse band,  so  lightly. 

Some  gentlenaen  who  are  advocates,  of  the 
measures  recommencled  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  but  who  are  enemies  of  war, 
suppose  that  it  wiU  not  be  necessary  to  employ, 
or  even  rai^e  the  force  contemplated;, they  be- 
lieve tha.t  whenever  Great  Britam  discovers  that 
we  are  determined  to  mKlntain  our  fifhts  by  fbroe, 
she  will  abandon  her  unjust  pretensions,  and  ren- 
der us  ample  justice.  Could  i  seriously  suppose 
such  an  effect  to  follow  these  preparations,  I 
would  (much  as  I  deprecate  the  expense  and  the 
other  evils  which  attend  them)  unite  with  them 
most  cordially  in  their  p^irpose^  But  gentlemen 
ought  to  be  cautious  how  they  calculate  upon  the 
fears  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  fcaade  experi- 
ments of  the  embargo,  ilon-intercourse,  and  non- 
importation, all  addressed  to,  and  intended  to  oper- 
ate upon  her  through  the  medium  of  the  same 
passion,  but  we  fbund  purselves  mistaken.  If 
vou  consult  her  history,  you  will  find  that  «he 
nas  never  been  driven  from  her  purpose  by  the 
ti^reatening  attitude  of  her  enemy,  and  I  assure 
76U  this  is  not  the  time  for  her  to  begin.  SbojLtkl 
she  continue  in  her  course,  your  preparations  not- 
Withstanding,  what  will  those  gentlemen  do,  who' 
are  for  shoving  a  bold  front,  but  are  against  war? 
Will  they  then  disband  the  Ajo^y,  or  will  they 
not  be  compelled  te  g6  on,  let  the  consequences 
be  what  they  may. 

Sir,  I  jiave  detained  you  and  the  Houselonffer 
than  I  expected.  I  feel  grateful  for  the  attention 
which  has  been  bestowed,  and  the  indulgence 
which  has  been  extended  to  me.  Permit  me,  be- 
fore I  sit  down,  to  appeal  to  your  judgmeot,  and^ 
piray  you  not  to  engage  in  the  great  European 
contest,  from  which,  when  once  embarked;  tnere 
Ss  no  receding,  and  the  Consequences  of  which 
cannot  be  foreseen.  Until  the  waters  subside, 
and  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  world -reappear 
above  the  flood,  abandon  not  your  ark  of  tofety. 
Tenture  not  on  the  boisterous  ocean,  while  the 
billows  are  running  mountain  high,  and  the  tem- 
pest is  raging.  If  yoU  do,  I  fear  you  will  go  io 
the  bottom. 

After  Mr.  SuBPFETbad  concluded,  Mr.  RhejC. 
8tid  he  wished  to  deliver  bis  sentiments  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  but,  as  it  was  late,  he  moved 
an  adjourqment,  which  was  carried. 


Saturday,  January  4. 

Mr.  MoftRow,  irom  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  to  ^tablish  a  land 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  east  Of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Kaskaskia,  and.to  attack  certain  public 
lands  to  the  District  of  Jefferson  ville ;  whieh  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "for  tbe  establish- 
ment of  a  quartermaster's  department,^  wasreftd 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mil- 
itary fistablishmenc 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  a. committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency' of  eom- 
firming  the  northern  boundary  ;of  tbe  State  of 
Ohio,  as  designated  b^  the  Constitution  of  that 
Statf ;  and  of  providing*  bv  Irw  for  the  actual 
surveying  of  the  Western  bouodary  lines  of  tbe 
said  State :  to  report  by  hill,  or  otherwise.  Mr. 
Morrow,  Mr.  Lacock,  Mr^  Desha,  Mr.  Wilson, 
and  Mr.  Ponu,  were  appointed  the  coDHnittee. 

ADDITIONAI,  MILTTABY  TORCE. 

Theliill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force, 
was  then  -taken  up. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  that  when  he  contemplated  the 
Message  of  the  P^cMdent,  communici^ted  at  the 
begi6ntii|[  of  this  session  of  Congress^  and  the 
dear,  distinct,  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  re» 
lations  pf  the  Uinted  States  with  foreign  Powers 
therein  presented,,  very  little,  indM,  appeared  to 
remain  to.be  said  on.  tbe  subject  embraced  by  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Foreiffu 
Relations,  or  on  the  subject  more  partioulany 
tinder  consideration. 

Mr.  R.  observed,  that  he  did  nor  altogether  ap- 
proTe  of  the  bill  in  its  present  form',  but  he  would 
vote  for  it,  believing  it  was  the  best^at  thb  time, 
that  coold  be  obtained; 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  the  Con- 
stitutional orgiin  of  inforination  to  this  nation-* 
what  he  proclaims  to  be  a  fact,  is  entitled  to  the 
highest  credit^  and  is  to  be  believed.  More  than 
one  year  has  elapsed  since  he  proclaimed  to  the 
pecH)ie  thiit  the  decrees  of  France  were  revoked, 
so-laras  related  to  the  neutral  eomnierce  of  the 
United  Stater;  and  at  the  commencement  of  this 
session  of  Congress,  he  intimate^,  in  his  Message, 
successive  dontirmat^^ns  of  the  extinction  of  those 
decrees^  so  far  as  they  violated  our  neutral  com* 
merce.  These  obnoxious  decrees,  then,  certainly, 
are  so  far  revoked,  tn  his  aaid  Messa^  the 
President  informs  that  the  Minister  .Plenipoten* 
tiary  of  the  Ignited  States  to  France  has  carried 
out  with  him,  the  necessary  instruotionS  relative 
to  wrongs  done  to  the  commerce  of  th^  United 
States  by  France,  and  to  tbe  restoration  of  the 
American  property  seised  and  condemned;  the 
result  of  which  will  be  communicated  to  Con* 
j^esB.  For  th^  reasons,  he  would  not  at  present 
investigate  the  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  France,  or  with  Denmark,  or  Russia,  or 
with  any  other  Power  on  the'  Continent  of 
Europe.  The'  report  of  the  Committee  on  For» 
eign  Relations,  and  all  the  liieasures  of  a  warlike 
nature  growing  out  of  that  report,  are  avowedljf 
pointed  at  England.  .When  it  becomes  expedi* 
eat  and  right  for  me,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  relations  of  the  Uhited  Sta^ 
with  France,  if  it  ever  shall  so  be,  they  shalli  by 
me,  be  considered  aiid  acted  on  without  respect 
or  partiality  to  persons  or  things.  It  has  been 
satd  that  the  United  States  are  at  peace;  but  if 
they  be  at  peace,  it  is  a  peace  of  its  own  kind.  It 
is  a  peace  of  suffering  sacrifice — a  peace  in  which, 
for  several  years  past,  the  United  States  have 
been  enduring  all  manner  of  possible  injuries  and 
opptessiona  infiieted  by  Engiaiid,  withoat  dfljair 
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one  ^d  of  booility  in  retallttioo.  But  the  Priesi- 
dentin  bis  Measa^^e  iofotms  Congress,  and  this 
oiuion^  "that  the  Britisk  Cabinet  perseveres  in 
'  the  execution,  brought  home  to  the  threshold  of 
*  onr  territory,  of  measures  whieb,  under  existing 
'  eireumstanoes,  have  the  character,  as  welias  the 
^  effect,  of  war  on  our  la^irfiii  commerce,"  This 
4eclajratipn,  of  the  highest  authority,  sufficiently 
exposes  and  explodes  the  opinion  that  the  Uiiited 
States  are  at  |^oe. 

It  has  alsp  been  asked,  "did  you  erer  know 
Qreat  Britain  to  have  been  drove  from  her  ob- 
ject ?"  This  question  is  answered  directly  in  the 
affirmative.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  which  terminated  in  th^e  independent 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States^  presented  to 
the  world  a  sublime  fact,  manifesting  that  Great 
Britain  was  driven  from  her.  object.  Her  object 
then  w%8  to  seize  in  her  unrelenting  fanes,' and  to 
rend  in  pieces,  the  innocent  and  unoffending 4>eo* 
pie  of  tiiis  nation,  at  th§t  time  few  in  number, 
and  ill  prepared  to  meet  the  mighty  enemy;  but 
Be,  who  rules  the  nations,  hiMl  determined  to 
separate  the  people  of  ttkis  'nation  for  ever  from 
Great  Britain — and,  in  the  end,  Great,  Britain 
was  driven  from  her  object.  This,  however,  ^s 
not  aU-*the  defeat  of  every  coali^on  of  European 
Powers,  iasti^ted  by  Bogtand  against  the  French 
revolution^  gives  iriesisUble.  evidence  of  •  Great 
Britain  being  driven  from  her  object,  (f  war 
shall  be  with  Edeland,  it  has.  not  been  desired  or 
provoked  by  the  United  States.  Not  long  after 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  England  began  her  course 
of  iDimical  depredations,  and  increasing  them  in 
nqmber  and  in  milgnitude,  in  proportion  from 
the  time  of  their  beginning,  has  steadily  perse- 
vered itk  the  execution  of .  them  to  the  present 
day>  and  all  that  t[me  the  United  States  have 
persevered  in  their  endeavors,  by  negoticiion,  to 
obtain  an  amicable  settlement  of  differeiices.  Yes, 
they  have  persevered,  in  a  manner  borderiiig  loo 
near  to  humiliation,  to  avoid  war  aiid  to  live  at 
peace;  but  every  friendly  proposition  has  been 
rejected,  and  it  seems  as  it  nothing,  but  the  re- 
duction of  this  nation  to  a  serVite  state  of  colonial 
existence,  can  satiate  the  appetite  of  voracjoua 
England.  If,  thei^,  war  shall  be,  let  England 
loQK  to  it — human  blood,  in  the  event,  will  be 
poured  out,  and  will'flow  to  increase  that  oeean 
of  blood  which  loudly  calls  for  retribution.  In 
relation  to  the  issue  of  a  war,  the  United  Stale$ 
have  nothing  to  fear;  for  on  this  side  is  arrayed 
eternal  justice,  unfurling  her  flaming  standard 
and  conduciing  to  victory*   * 

This  subject  hfe  been  treated  as  if  the  United 
States  had  no  cause  of  war  with  England,  and 
as  if  they  were  wantonly  provoking  war:  this 
leads  to  consider  the  causes  of  war ;  the  means  of 
.  carrying  on  war,  and  the  object  of  war^  But  it 
is  asked,  will  you  go  to  war  for  commerce  J  It 
ifi  answered^  England  has  been  at  war  for  ^oifk- 
merce  the  greatest  part  of  two  hundred  years; 
and  shall  not  the  United  States  protect  their 

^       commerce,  in  which  is  involved  the  safety  of 
their  seamen  and  the  rights  of  the  people? 

>         The  causes  ol  war  which  this  nation  has.  are 


many.  England  has  violated  ^e  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States  in  ma:ny  particulars:  every  im* 
pressment  of  an  American  seaman  is  a  violation 
of  that  eovereignty— thousands  of  them  have 
been  in) pressed  ,and.  refused  to  be  restored;  pro- 
perty of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  a  great 
amonnt,  l^as  been  unlawfully  captured  and  con* 
demned;  and  England  has  reAised  indemniica* 
tion;  Pierce  was  murdered^  and  his  bones  are 
crumbling  into  dust,  neat  the  bones  of  those  who, 
in  the  direful  prison  ship  Jersey^  at  I^ew  York, 
were  saorificed  to  appease  the  wrath  of  the  of- 
fended majesty  of  England.  Although  an  atone- 
meni'haa  been  made  by  promise^  and  accepted, 
for  the  qiurderoas  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  the 
blood  of  the  ill-fated  Americian  seaman  who  was 
forced  from  that  onresbting  ship  (and  afterwards, 
under  a  name,  tyrant-tike,  imposed  on  iiim,  was 
murdered  on  a  gallows  af  Halifax)  has  not  yet 
changed  its  color.  What ,  shall  be  said^  of  the 
many  forgeries  of  American  ship-papers,  and  of 
the  many  counterfeitiogs  of  the  American  flag, 
vrhereby  that  flag,  the  sovereign  ensign  of  this 
Union,  became  a  shame  and  disgrace,  and  a  by- 
Word  among  the  nations  of  Continental  Europe; 
and  the  los^  of  a  great  quantity  of  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  consequence 
thereof  accrued?  What  shall  be  said  of  the  dis- 
avowal of  the  arrangement  made  in  good  faith 
by  the  United  States  with  Mr.  Erskine,  the  ac- 
credited'Minister  of  Ei^gland?  But  it  was  disa^* 
vowed,  and  that  disavowal  was  a-juft  cause  of 
war.  By  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. .  England,^  then 
in  possession  of  Malta,  stipulated  to  surrender  it 
to  the'  Grand  Master  of  th^  order  of  St.  John  of 
Jeru^em;  England  afterwards  refused  to  sur* 
render  Malta  to  that  order,-  aqd  :war,  for  that  vio* 
lation  of  a  solemn  agreement,  was  by  France 
recommenced,  and  has  since  continued  with  una- 
bating  fiiry/  Let  the  many  voluminous  docu- 
ments containing  all  t|ie  diplomatic  correspond* 
ence  hetweei^  the  United  Sutes  and  England,  by 
their  respective  Ministers,  on  the  subject  of  exist* 
iag  diiSerences,  be  read  over,  and  the  astonished 
reader  wHl  turn  from  them  with- disgust;  for  they 
present,  on  the  {nart  of  England,  want  of  faith, 
and  a  determination  to  do  nothing  by  negotiation: 
and  good  faith  and  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Sutes  to  do  nothing  wtthoot  negotia* 
tion,  endeavoring  thereby  tp  preserve  peace  with 
England/ 

WhaV  shall  be  said  of  the  domineering  inter** 
ference  in  the  Florida  business/?  or  of  the  en-* 
couragement  given  by  England  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States  io  violate  the  laws  of  their  o«m 
Government?  What  shall  be  said  of  the  late 
attack  on  the  frigate  President  7  Will  it  be  said 
that,  aoCwithstaoding  all  these  monstrous  viola<p 
tions  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  nation,  and  of 
every  moral  principle,  there  is  no  cause  for  war 
against  England?  Let  the  declaration  be  boldly 
avowed,  that  be  who  makes  it  may  be  known. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  war  will  endanger 
our  Republican  institutions;  and  ihat^  Republi* 
can  Government  cannot  stand  the  shock  oi  war. 
If  this  doctrine  be  trne,  that  a  Republican  Qovii 
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eromeot  caooot  stand  the  "sbctok  of  war  in  ykidr- 
cation  of  its  inalieoable  and  moral  rights,  it  is 
bad,  indeed — worse  than  bad — not  worth  con- 
tending for— a  Gk)verDraent  not  able  to  defend 
itsel{  against  all  aggression  ous;bt  to.  be  changed ; 
but  the  Governme6t  of  the  United  States  is  not 
a  Gk)vernment  of  this  description*  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  Unhed  States,  in  the  .development 
of  its  principles,  will  manifest  that  the  Govero- 
ment  of  this  nation  js^as  strong,  if  not  stronser, 
than  any  Governmeiii  in  the  world,  and  for  tnis. 
plain  reason,'  that  it  is  a  Gov^nment  Of  the 
people. 

The  sovereign  people  of  this  natmn  know  aU 
these  things,  and  it  was  almost  unnecessary  to 
iiave  taken  this  -  cirrsof  y  view  of  those  many 
causes  of  war.  Many  of  the  people  of  these 
tJnited  States  know  by  sad  experience  that  these 
things  4kie  true.  It  is  intimated  that  the  United 
States  have  not  the  meaas  to  carry  on  a  war: 
certainly  the  true  state  of  the  resources  of  this 
Nation  had  not. been  maturely  considered.  The 
late  census  will  manifest  a  powerful  population 
— provisions  of  every  species  plentifully  abound, 
and  money  to, carry  on  .a  war  can  be  obtained 
Without  the  aid  of  direct  taxation ;  arms,  and  a 
sufficiedt  quantity  of  every  mupition  of  war,,  of 
the  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  is  nearly^ 
if  not  wholly,  provided^  But  it  has«been  observed 
that  the  United  States  cannot  supply^  their  arm- 
ies with  necessary  clothing:  to  this  it  is  answered, 
let  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States  be 
declared  to  be  preferred  to  those  of  foreign  coun- 
tries} let  a  fair  price  be  offered  for  cloth  made  of 
wool,  of  cotton,  of  flax,  and  of  hemp;  let  the  <!itt- 
zens  be  assured  that  their  manufactures  will  be 
purchased  in  preference  to  the  maqufactures  of 
foreign  najtions;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that, 
within  six  months  aftei^  issuing  such  a  declara- 
tion, there- will,  be  ready  to  be  dcliv'ered  a  most 
abundant  supply  of  every  article  of  clothing,  aad 
whatever  may  be  necessary  for  the  army  j  aad  the 
several  articles  will  be  of  better  texture  and  wear 
longer,  and  at  a  price  as  low,  if  apt  lower,  than 
foreign  manufactures  fit  for  the  !<ame  use.  ,  Let 
the' citizens  only  know  that  the  Grovernment  will 
depend  on  them  for  a  sufi^ient  supply  of  those 
articles  for  the  armies,  and  they  will  be  provided ; 
there  is  plenty- of  wool,  cotton,  flajt,  and  hemp. 
Let  the  declaration  bie  m^de,  and  the  woniea  of 
this  nation  of  fevery  rank  who  can,  willsf t them- 
selves to  the  work,  in  which  they  will  emulate 
each  other,  and  glory  in  the  business  of  providing 
cloth  which  is  to  go  to  clothe  some  of  the  brave 
men  who  will  be  engaged  in  the  war.  So  long 
as  foreign  manufactures,  probably  of  the  worst 
kind,  are  preferred  to  our  own  mai^ufactures, 
what  hope  can  there  be  of  a  good  supply?  If 
war  be,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  appears  at  present  to.  me. 
that  the  objects  are  to  recover  the  seamen  of  the 
United  States  from  British  slavery — to  have  com- 
plete indeimiity  for  all  the  property  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  wrongfully  captured  and  con- 
demned by  Great  Britain — and  a  complete  guar- 
antee against  impressing  American  seamen-^and 
against  capiuriag  Americao  property  ia  future. 


That  all  that  part  of  North  America  which  joias 
the  United  States  on  the  Northeast,  North,  and 
Northwest,  shall  be  provided  for  in  a  mode 
^hich  will  forever  thereafter  put  it  oat  of  tl^e 
power  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  any  British  trader, 
agent,  or  factor,  or  company  of  British  trader^  to 
supply  Indian  tribes  with  arms  and  ammunition; 
to  instigate  and  excite  Indians  to  disturb  and 
harass  our  frontiers,  and  to.  murder  and  scalp 
helpless  women  and  children--and  last,  bat  no€ 
least,  to  secure  and  irrevocably  fix  that  grand 
maritime  prtneipte,  "that  free  ships  shall  make 
free  persons  and  free  goods;''  and  then,  and  not 
untU  that  is  established,  will  th^  sovereign  rights 
of  the. United  Stated,  relative  to  commerce,  be 
completely  established,  and  the  ocean  be,  what 
the  Creator  designed  it  td  be,  the  highroad  of 
nations. 

When,  on  the,  records  of  Eternity,  an  appor- 
tionment  of  gre<(t  men  Was  made  to'  the  seveiai 
nations  of  the  buaMm.  family,  a  full  proportion 
was  allowed  to  England.  England,  indeed,  has 
had  her  Shakespeare  and  Milton,  who  explored 
all' the  regions  of  fancy  and  invagination.  Sag** 
land  has  had  her  Newton  and  Locke.  The  fim 
investigated  and  explained  the  laws  of  matter 
and  motion;  the  last  penetrated  the  inmost  re- 
cesses of  the  human  soul,  anct  pnade  the  Whole 
internal  world  his  ^  own.  .England  has  liad  a 
Hampden  and  a  Chatham,  the  ever  to  be  cele- 
brated true  political  iriends  of  the  liberties  of 
their  country.  England  has  also  had  her  Tillot<^ 
son,  Sherlock,  aad  Porteus,  to  whom  may  be 
added  Usher  and.  Pearson,  whose  writings  and 
lectures,  almost  divine^  on  moral  and  theological 
sul^ects,  were  sufficient  to  have  persuaded  a  na- 
tion to  virtue  and  ffoodness^and  England  has 
lately  had  a  Sir  William  Joaes,  of  ineomparable, 
stupendous  genius ;  of  the  moet  extensive  erudi- 
tion in  languages,  arts,  and  sciences;  of  the  most 
profound  knowledgeof  moralit3r,  politics,  and  re- 
ligion; a  man  whbse  conduct  in  life  eminently 
corresponds  with  bis  knowledge  in  the  practice 
of  virtue,  morality,  and  rf  ligion*^a  man  who  was 
adequate  to  the  salvation  of  a  siiikiog  nation. 
Yes^  England  has  had  these  and  many  other 
illustrious  men,  all  of  whom  shone  like  stars  of 
the  fir$t  magnitude ;  anc)  what  benefit  has  England 
derived  from  ,the  exam|^  and  writings  of  these 
illhstrious  nien?  Has  England  leiirned  from 
them  that  for  a  nation  to  be  truljr  great  and  good^ 
it  must  be,  and  cooitinue  to  be,  in  the  practice  or 
those  moral  duties  which  cement  indi-viduals  and 
nations,  and  which  inculcate  the  grand  moral 
principle  of  "  not  doing  to  othi^s  what  we  would 
not  that  others  would  do  unto  usi"  Has  such  been 
the  conduct  of  England  towards  the  world — to- 
wards the  United  States?  Let  a  history  of  the 
two  nations,  in  relation  to  each  other  since  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  be  recorded,  and  it  will  answer, 
emphatically,  with  a  murmur  dreadful  a&  the 
sound  of  death — No ! 

The  President  in  his  Message  has  informed 
Congress  *'  that  the  period  is  now  arrived  which 
claims  from  the  legislative  guardians  of  the  na- 
tional rights  a  system  of  more  ample  provisioiia 
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for  maintaifiiiig  them.'^  Thi^tleolaratioii  emoot 
be  misuoderstpod'— from  U  the  foilowiog  conclu- 
sions evidently  afe  d^|duced  :  that  all  prospect  <ff 
a  successful  terlniDauoD  of  differences  by  negoti- 
atioQ  with  EoglatHl  is  at  an  end— (hat  negotiation 
is  done'— that  a  system  of  more  ample  pro?isionit 
to  guard  the  rights  of  this  nation  is  no'w  neces- 
sary—that is,  a  system  mor^  ample  to  support  the 
national  rights^  than  the  system  of  negotiation. 
Foi",  (toys  the  Message,)/* notwithstanding  the 
^  ceruputoQs  justice,  the  protraet^d  moderation, 
'  and  the  multiplied  efforts  on  the  part  or  theUni^ 
'  ted  States,  to  subntitute  (of  the  accumulating 
'  dangers  to  the  p^ce.of  ihe  two  countries,  all  ihe 
'.mutual  adviuitagesof  r^-established  harmony  and 
'  confidence,  we  haieseto  that  the  British  Cabinet 

*  perseveres,  noi  only  in  withholding  a  remedy  for 
'  other  wrongs*,  so  long  and  so  loudly  falling  for.  it ; 

*  but  in  ihe  execution;  brought  home  to  the  thresh* 
'  old  of  our  territory,  of  measures,. which,  under 
'  existing  circumstances,-  bitve  thte  character,  as 
'  well  as  the  effect,  of  war  onour  lawful  commerce. 
'  With  thi*  evidence  of  hostile  inflexibility,  in 
'  trampling  on  rights  which  no  independent  nation 
'  can  relioti^ttisb.  Congress  will  feel  the  duty  of 
'  pultin$r  the  United  l^tates  into  an  armor  and «n 
'  attitude  dcrmanded  bythe  crisis,  and  correspond- . 
'  ing  with  the  national  spirit  and  expectations." 
The  Message  then  gpes  oii — "  I  recommend,  ac- 
'  eordincly,  that  adequate  provision  ought  to/he 

*  made  for.fiUinff  the  riEmks  and  prolougine  the 
'  enlistments  of  the  regular  troops;  ibr  an  auxil{ary 
'  force,  to  he  engaged  for  a  more  limited  time;  for 
'  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps  j  for  detach- 

*  ments  of  the  militia.'?  This  then  is  the  system 
which  the  President  recommends  to  be  substitu- 
ted for  the  ineffectual  system  of  negotiation ',  a 
system  which  he  would  not  have  recommended 
if  he  had  entertained ,  any  prospect  of  settlement 
by  negotiation^  over  which  the  Constitution  has 
rested  him  with  all  power.  Notwithstanding  all 
this,  it  has  been  surmised  that  negotiation  with 
Bogland  is  still  going  on.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is 
»ot  possible— the  suspicion  is  unworthy  of  thd 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  n'ktion ;  for,  in  what 
■Minner,  or  how^  can  he  negotiate?  He. hats 
nothing,  nor  can  he  have  anything  to  offer  to. 
Bnffland  until  England  shall  revoke  her  Orders 
in 'Council,  so  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  Btates;  and  England 
declares  she  will  not  so  revoke  ber  Orders  in 
Coudeil,  until  the  United  States  shall  compel 
France  to«dmit  the  manufactures  of  England-^ 
a  demand  unreasonable,  unjust,  with  vi^hioh'the' 
United  States  have  nothing  to-  do.  Let  France 
and  England  battle  out  their  own  disputes,  the 
United  States  have  business  plentjr  of  their  oWn, 
with  each  of  these  Powers  to  manage,  without, 
interfering  with  that  which  belongs. to  either, 
against  the  other }  and  besides  all  this,  the  United 
States  are  threatened  in  the  mosr  insulting  man- 

k  ner  that  if  they  do  not  repeal  the  non-importation 
law,  it  will  lead  to  measures  of  retaliation ;  so 

,  then,  England,  the  original  aggressor  threatens 
to  retaliate  on  the  United  States,  for  a  measure 

>  whioh  EngUod;  by  her  injustice,  compelled  the 
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United  States  to  adopt  I  Such  threaten^  retail* 
ation,  if  adopted,  will  be  ei^actly  in  upison,  and 
perfectly  accord  jn  principle,  with  that  species  of 
retaliation  which  England  insists  she  adopted,  by 
]ier  Orders  in  Council,  against.  France,  for  her 
Berlin  and  Milan^  decrees. 

This  mode  of  retaliation  amounts  to  this:  A 
strikes.  B,  and  B  afterwards  strikes  A  ;  A,  as  he 
says,  retaliates,,  and  beats  B ;  afterwards  B  sues  A 
in  a  court  of  justice  for  damages.  Ought  judg- 
ment to  be  rendered  for  A,  the  first  assailant,  on 
the  ground  of  retaliation,  or  rather  justification;? 
Who  will  sa^  it  oUght  ?  But  it  may  be  said  tbal 
there  is  no  tribunal  wherein  wbioh  this  cause  be- 
tween the  Unit^  States  and  England  may^  be 
tried.  Yes,  sir,  there  is  a  tribunal  that  will  ren- 
d.er  righteous  judgment-^the  ver^  same  just  tri- 
bunal who  presided  over  the  last  great  trial  be- 
tvTeen  the  United  States  and  England. 

The  President  in  his  Message  has  performed 
hisConstitutional  duty  to  this  nation ;  be  has  cl^ar-- 
ly  given  his  opinion  on  the  inefficeey  of  negotia- 
tion I  he  has  apprized  Congress  of  the  state  of 
things,  and  recommended  measures  to  meet  the 
approachiifg  crisis )  all  weight  of  responsibility  is 
now  therefore  on  Congress,  and  Congress  is  re- 
sponsible  .to  this  nation ;.  there  is  no  turning  or 
winding  whereby  the  responsibility  arising  on.  this 
most  important  question,  can  be  evadeJ.  And  let 
it  be  remembered,  thatjq  this  question  is  involved 
the  sovereign  rights  of  ^he  United  Slates,  And 
now,  Mr.  Speaker,  aft^  expressinl]^  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  you  and  to  this  House,  for 
4he  attention  evidently  manifested  to  me,  I  will, 
for  the  present,  forbear  caying  any  more  on  the 
subject.- 

Mr.  PiCKCNa.^-*Mr.  Speakei^,  it  is  with  much 
diffidence  that  L  rise  tq  o^er  my  sentiments  on* 
this<  great  subject,  especially  after  the  length  of 
debate  Which  has  aireadv  tried  the  patience  of 
this  assembly.  But,  ^called  to  the  decision  of  a 
question  involving  matters  of  sole'mn  interest  to 
my  couE^try,  J  hope'  to  be  indulged  in  «  few  re- 
marks. 

The  peaceful  habits  of  our  citizens;  the  inde- 
pendent resources  of  our  country;  the  unexam* 
p(e4'  share  of.  civil  liberty  we  enjoy,  and  the 
genius  of  otir  Rej>ublicatt  institutions^  all  con* 
ftpire  to  reiider  war  unwelcome.  1  will,  there- 
fore, be  amoQ|^  the  last  to  call  ray  countrymen 
from  the  pursuits  of  civil  lif«f,  while  there  is  any 
alternative  left  whereby  our  national  rights  can 
be  defended  in  peace.  With  this  impression  I 
have  attentively  heard  aU  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced id  op|>osition  to  the  bill  betore  us,  both 
while  it  was  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  and 
since  it  has  assumed  its  present  shape,  in  hopes 
that  some-  such  alternative  might  be  proposed ; 
for  if  any  such  had  existed,  I  cannot  for  a  mo- 
ment'suppose  that  it  could  have  escaped  the  no- 
tice of  gentleihen  of  such  ample  abilities  as  those 
who  have  so  fully  argued  in  opposition  to  the 
principle  of  this  bill.  In  this  hope,  however,  I 
nave  been  entirely  disappointed.  No  substitute 
for  this  measure  has  as  vet  been  proposed. 

When  we  are  told  of  the  evils  mtteidftut  on*' 
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state  of  things  such  as  this  measare  will  pr6duee, 
the  argument  is  but  half  made }  we  all  mast  be 
confident  that  such  is  our  situation,  that  ^vik 
will  attend  .anf  course  we  can  take*  That  evils 
attend  our  present  posiiion  is  Evident  to  everf 
mao;  and  evils  iDcalculable  must  visit  ouv  coun- 
try, if  we  continue. to  clumber,  while  rights  so 
essential  to  our  national  iniportance^  aiA  indi'i* 
▼idual  prosperfty,  are  sweeping  away.  It  has 
been  fegreti^  by  an  honorable  gentleman  who 
yesterday  addressed  you,  tliat  "  the  object  as  well 
as  the  catise  of  war  had  not  been  denned  before 
these  preparations  were  made.''  These  are  in* 
tiinately  connected  together,  and  have  become'so 
familiar  to  every  one  as  not  to  be  capable  of  mis- 
understandicfg.  The  cause  and  object  of  this  pre- 
paratory proceeding  seems  perfectly  well  known 
m  this  House,  and  they  are  equally  known  to  the 
people  at  l^ge,  whose  interests  ajad  feelings  are 
80^  much  affected.  If  it  wasahe  understapding 
of  that  gentleman,  the  object  should  have  been 
formally  decided  on  by  an  act  or  resolution  of 
this  Hou^  as  was  the  opinion  of  another  gen- 
tleman from  the  same  State,  (Mr.  Rajcdolpb,) 
in  his  remarks  some  time  ago,  a  slight  tIqw  of  our 
situation  will  point  to  the  impolicy  of  jsuch  an 
order  of  proceeding.  The  nature  of  out  miiftary 
strength  consisting^  in  times  6(  peace^of  militia-^ 
the  great  extent  over  which  our  )>opulation  is 
scattered,  «nd  the  freedom  of  discussion  peculiar 
in  this  country  as  to  matters -of  public  notice, 
will  at  all  tim%s  render  it  impracticable  to  put 
th6  country  in  a  complete  state  of  preparation 
for  defence  in  a  very  short  time.  Without  a 
single  soldier  ehlisted,  would  it  be- prudent  to  in- 
vite the  hostile  acts  of  an  enemy  by  making-it 
known  that  we  were  determined  to  resist. t)y 
force  the  infringements  of  our  righta? 

As  to  the  various  injuries  add  insult^  which 
have  been  heaped  oh  ppr  countrjr  by  the  fore^igo 
belligerents,  and  which  are  yiet  increasing  from 
QtetLi  Britain,  they  are  topics  sufficiently  ex- 
plained, and  but  too  well  understood* 

It  is  admitted  by  every  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  on  the  subj^ct^  chat  we  have  a, good  cause 
of  war  wJth  that  nation,  and  that  this  oaose  has 
existed  ever  since  the  Orders  in  Council , were 
issued.  Yet  the  jionorable  jre^tleman  yesterday 
oonteaded  that  the  inhuman  practice  of  impress- 
ia|[  our  seamen  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  so 
serious  «  contest;  that  we  permit  foreigners 
naturalised  to  enter  our  ships,  and.  therefore^  as 
the  doctrine  of  expatriation  is  abused,  the  British 
cruisers  have  a  right  to  reseize  their^subjects,  in 
doing  which  mistake^  may  sometimes  be  made. 
Can  we  in  this  way  reconcile  the  cries  of  our 
citixeas,  our  native  citiaens,  consiffsed  to  slavery 
in  the  ships  of  another  nation?  But  supposing 
this  cause,  so  shocking  Co  humanity^  to  be  un- 
worthy of  defence;  the  other  ground,  arising  more 
from  our  interest,  and  which  is  admitted  to  be 
a  ffood  cause  of  war,  cannot  be  weakened  by  it. 
We  are  asked  by  the  sante-  honorable  member 
^  why  our  nation  has  not  long  ago  resisted  by 
force  the  acts  of  the  British  Govemmeot,  when 
the  same  cause  than  existed  T^    If  it  was  a  ae- 


ceasary  consequence  that  becatne  we  have  beeft 
too  patient  heretofore,  we  ought  to  continue  so  $ 
it  may  be  observed  thai  our  Goyernment  entered 
an  early  protest  against  tbe  edictsrof  both  bellig« 
erents,  and  have  c6ntinued  to  press.f  he  justice  of 
our  claims  for  a  repeal  of  them ;  and,  finally,  the 
proposition  arising  from  the  act  of  May,  1810, 
which  we  considered  lin  appeal  to  their  interests 
equally,  bad  the  effect  of  neutralizibg  one  otlbtnkj 
9Q  Air  as  to  cease  offering  us  causes  of  war.  And 
until  then  we  had  two  eMmies,  each^  of  whom 
was  a  nation  the  most  formidable  of  th^  moiiarn 
world,  holding  between  them  the  seals  of  Europe. 
And  not  tiU  February  last,  shortly  before  the 
close  of  the  last  Congress,  did  Great  Britain  singie 
herself  out  against  us.  If  policy,  therefore,  eaa 
be  a  consideration  for  greater  forbearance,  whea 
we  have  two-great  enemies  than  wben  we  have 
one  qnly^we  have  this>  consideration  for  the  dif- 
ference to  be  observed  in  the  mode  of  resistance^ 
which,  in  point  of  strict- right,  might  have  bacn 
always  vigorous  since  the  year  1806.  And  oer- 
tainly  the  honorable  g[entleman  will  allow  us  to 
calculate  in  this  wf^y,  inasmuch  as  be  has  called 
on  us  to  count  the  amount  of  loss  we  have  aus- 
tained  by  the  Orders  in  Council,  to  ascertarn  whe- 
ther our  rights  infringed  by  them  are  worth  de- 
fending. 'To  show  this,  we  are  told  of  the  amount 
of  exports  to  France  during  the  year  180?,  from 
the  entrv  in  the  custom-house  books.  From  which 
It  woula  appear,  that  our  clearances  of  produce 
for  French  ports'  during  that  year,  aniounted 
only  to  a  little  more  than  two  millions,  while  those 
for  the  BngHsb  ports  ao^ounted  to  upwards  of 
twenty-eight  millions.  I  confess  I  am  bat  little 
conversant  in  commercial  transactions,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  is  known  from  various  causes,  the  clear- 
ances from  our  ports  for.  those  of  France,  in  tbe 
year  alluded  to,  were  unusually  small,  and  even 
^e  a  smalt  proportion  to  the  trade  that  actually 
di^  reach  tbe  French  ports  from  ours.  Ifso,  the 
custom-house  books  could  not  be  a  fair  critertoa 
of  the  amount,  even  during  that  year.  It  is  also 
worthy  of  notice  that  during  the  same  year  tke 
blockade  of  the  northern  coast  of  France  waa  in 
force,  which  must  have  had  great  influence  oa 
the  result  of  that  year's  exports.  Other  causea 
might  have  operated  diiring  the  period  to  whicb 
our  attention  bas  been  called,  as  the  Orders  ia 
Council  have  ever  since  done^  to  dininiah  the 
amount  of  our  trade  to  many  ports  of  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe.  Our  country,  through  every  clitfs 
of  its  citizens,  feels  sensibly  the  effects  q£  that 
system  of  maritime  plunder  arising  from  tbe  edicts 
of  the  belligerents,  which  has  no  pandUl  in  the 
civilized  world.  It  will  be  hard  to  convince  as, 
contrary  to  the  evidence  of  our  own  senses,  that 
our  losses  are  trivial.  But  suppose  the  object  is 
dispute  to  have  been  as  small  as  you  please,  even 
less  than  the  expense  of  defending  it,  is  it  there- 
fore a  consequence  that  we  are  to  abandon  it  1 
If  we  get  in  the  'habit  of  valuing  our  rights,  to  aee 
whether  they^re  worth  the  cost  of  defending,  we 
may  squander- them  all  by  retail.  If  this  calcu- 
lating princifrfe  had  been  the  order  of  the  day  at 
the  eve.of  oar  Revolution,  would  the  pitiful  tax 
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00  tea,  the  stamp  jMtt,  dbc^  luiTe  beti^  found  to  be 
9ufficieilt  grottod  (m  «  aeren  years'  wa'r  ?  No- 
it  was  the  pripeiple  our  ancestors  eoatended  for, 
and  it  is  the  puociplea^ow  w^kh'WA  view  as  of 
most  impprtaDoe.  The  samo  hpaorable  member 
kas  exposed  the  idea  of  ^sonteiHlin^  agaioat  the 
Or4^  in  Council  as  mere^aixotisi&^af  mere 
wiodmi)!  attack— mere  fighting  against  paper ! 

1  wonld  ask  if  the  seizure  of  onr  property  bound 
to  a  iawfnl  market  is  only  paper?  Is  the  p^cti- 
aal  enfi)rciag  of  tb^  blockades  of  an  exten^ve 
eoaat,  mere  paper  %  If  so,  I  will  ask,  whether  on 
tkf  same  principle,  (be  t>pprassive  .aneaamrea  of 
tliai  Gh>reriHDent,wbieh  led  to  ouriadependeiiee, 
were  paper.  ^ 

The  next  ateeptiocn  bis  iniagination  suggests, 
ia  to  an  argument  ia  fa?oir  of  this  bill,  which,  I 
wUl  ventttve  to  say,  never  existed  bm  in  imagi*« 
Batioa:^that  ta raise  the  military,  ^niu^  of  tha 
nation  would  bea  sufficient  objectof  war."  This 
ideal  argument  ia  assailed  with  as  little  m.ercy. 
aa  Don  Cluixote  ever  attacked  a  windmiU.  God 
knows,  we  have  real  eau^  etiougb  for  war,withi> 
cut  the  aid  of  faaov !  It  is  rather  unaccoKntable 
tkat  a  genius  for  chivalry  had  held  in  such  ridn 
enle  the  idea  of  d^fea^ingnational  honor-^a  prin^ 
cipla  whioh  he  appiauds.io  private  life,  bvt  bolds 
fts  notworthy  a  nation's  wbile^tooontend  for*  And 
to  prepare  iis  for  t^e  dej^^rading  terms  of  submis- 
sion to  foreign .  usurpation,  we  are  told  that  we 
have  paid  tribute  to  the  Barbary  Powers  I  Hoaor 
is  a  rule  between  equals  only..  If  we  have  found 
it  expedient  to  puvchase  terms  from  a  Pov^er  but 
little  removed  above  oor  Western  savages,  will 
it  therefore  follow  that  such  terms  are  admiasible 
between  two  civilized  and  independent  States? 
Here  honor,  is  a  principle  so  useful,  ^hat  other 
bleasinjff  cannot  long  be  useful  without  it. 

Again,  we  are  alked,  if  we  will  Attempt  the 
^  ideal  project  of  contending  for  national  law^ 
which  nas  Jong  since  been  buried  uttder  French 
domination  ?"^  It  i»  but  too  true  that,  hetweeir 
tka  two  belligerent^  thie  great  lavr  has  been 
Itampled  on  and  disregarded  ;  but  it^  principles,  I 
liope,  will  forever  survive!,  andr  J  trust  we  will 
«Bite  in  the  meaaoife  proposed,  to  vindicate  and 
qoicken  its  dying  spirit.  In  this,  much  rests  on 
IM,  we  are  the- only  nation  on  earth  to  whom;  this 
task  is  now  intrusted.  ^    - 

1  view  this  period  as  one  so  eventful  that  any  step 
we  can  lake,  may  prove  important,  not  merely  ia 
its'immediate  consequence^,  but  during  pur  history 
aa^ai  commonwealth.  Jt  is4)f  lasting  motkiept  tq 
a  nation,  aspiring  to  an  equal  and  honorable  radk 
snaon^  its  neightxNv,  that  noiie  of  its  annals  should 
be  stained  with  the  voluntary  relinquishment  of 
any  of  its  rights.  Precedent  becomes  as  much  a 
tew  in  national  concerns,  as  in  our  tribunals  of  jus- 
tioe.  What  we  now  abandon  without  spirited 
resistance,  we  need  never  exf>eot  to  gain.  History 
affords  no  instance  of  a  nation  securing,  or  suc^ 
eaasfuUy  resisting;  encroachments  on  its  so^ereiga- 
tir,  when  this  resistance  has  been  weak  and  timid. 
Oil  the  contrary,  does  not  all  experience  show, 
tiiat  in  proportion  as  a  nation  is  found  regardless 
ofiajaries,  even  of  minor  consaqiieiiee,  in  that 


proportion,  have  exactions  been,  made,  upon  iL 
The  expeHence  of  Elngland  itself  is  a  sufficient 
example  of  this  fact.  When  a  timid  Monarch 
has  held  the  reins  of  that  Kingdom,  encroach- 
ments were  made  with  the  greatest  success — then 
it  was  that  the  Pope  has  always  urged  his  pre^ 
teosions-^ithao  ha.ve  his  bulU  shaken  the  English 
throne.  By  a  vigorous  resistanco  to  t|ie  inroiads 
which  aria  made  on  our  essential  rights,  we  may 
not  only  relieve  the  injured  rights  of  ourppuntiy, 
and  repiel  the  progress  o(  lawless  aggression,  but 
afford  a  lasting  meipeoto,to  foreign  nationa  that^ 
our  liberties  kre  ui^t  to  be  invaded.  When,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  it  is  considered  that  the  right  of 
carrying  .bur  prodt^oe  to  foreign  markets ;  in  a 
fford.  the  right . of  regoktiog  commerce,  is  one  ex- 
pressly sanctioned  by. our  Revolutionary  patriots 
m  their  Declaratimi  of  Independence^  and  sup- 
ported by  their  valor  in  trying  times  \  the  duty 
on  us  becomes  indispensable,  to  protect  it  unem- 
oumbered  for  posterity^  who  have  a  fair  claim  to 
the  valuable  inheritance. 

But  it  is  said. that  you  caiMiot  raise  an  army, 
and  f^n  example  is  draWn  from  the  Army  in  1798, 
under  Mr,  Adams's  Administration.  With  defer- 
ence lo.  those  who  have  used  this  argument,  and 
cast  so  much  obloquy  on  the  proposed  army,  I 
cannot  see  any  analogy  between  that. case  apd 
the  present,  either  as  to  the.  apparent  object,  or 
the  maneer  of  service.  What  French  territory 
lay  adjacent  to  lis  at  that  day,  or  in  reach  of  our 
Army?  *  Or  was  it  contemplated  to  carry  our  arms 
to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  or  the  Pa^ufaie  If  Al- 
though it  is  tru^  that  men  of  sober  and  industrious 
habits  will  seldom  enlbtin  time  of  peace,  to  lie 
at.some  outpost,  where  the  u.se  of  an  army  consists 
not  so  much  in  actual  service,  as  in  the  mere  idea 
pf  being  ready  for  service — but  let  an  occasion 
like  ih'e  present  offer,  when  it  is  known  that  the 
sovereignty  of  the  country  must  be  defended; 
the  strength  of  the  nation  will  immediately  b^ 
^erved  ;..we  can  then-command  the  best  and  brav- 
est youth  of  the  coantry.  It  is  at  such  times  that 
military  merit  is  first  discovered..  And  here  let 
me  say  to  my  wprthyeolkague  (Mr.  Maoon,)  who 
some  days  ago  Expressed  an  apprehension  lest  a 
suitable  character  might  not  be  fouiid  or  selected 
to  command  the  i^rmy,  that  there  is  really  no^uch 
danger,  the  bcimsion  ^ill  produce  such  a  charac- 
ter, as  every  other  oocasioo  of  the  kind  has  done^ 
The  m^ilitary  genius  of  our  first  Revolutionary 
hero  might  have  slumbered  unl^aown,  but  for  aa 
occasion  which  was  to  call  it  iijio  useful  exertion. 

The  contemplakd  attack  on  the  British  Prov- 
inces adjoining  us  has  been  emphatically  called 
"  a  war  of  offence."  Although  the  mode  of  war- 
fare may  be  in  the  abstract  view  of  it  offensive, 
yet  when  it  is  considered  as  the  only  mode  in  our  . 
reach,  for  defeodipg  riffh^  universally  recognised 
and, avowedly  violated,  its  character  is  changed. 
In  the  present  case,  our  property,  ii^  the  course  of 
a  fair  trade  to  a  foreign  market,  is  seized  by  the 
unlawful  measures  of  Gh'eat  Britain,  (to  say  no- 
thing of  impressment  and  other  indignities.)  Our 
verbal  remonstrances,  and  every  attempt  at  nego- 
tiatioui  is  found  ineffectual;  these  injuries  she  is 
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still  carrying  on  with  marks  of  increased  injastice 
on  every  sea  where  she  finds  our  property  or  sea- 
men ;.  we  cannot  mejct  her  on  that  element— -the 
only  ))oint  where  we  can  reach  her  is  the  rich, 
and  to  her  the  all-important  territories  on  bur 
North.  Has  not  the  proposed  measure  therefore' 
every  essential  characteristic  of. defence?  Th« 
idea  of  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  conqnest,  is  ah- 
hoj^rent  to  the  American  people,  anti  foreign  from 
the  principles  of  their  Government. 

.But  we  are  told  that  **  Great  Britain  is  fighting 
for  the  liherties  of  the  world;''  and  again,  that 
**8he  is  not  to-he  driven  ffom  the  Baltic  nor  from 
any  where  else."  If  the  last  expression  hasallu- 
iion  to  the  naval  fea^  hy' which  the  Danish  fleet 
was  swept  away,  it  is  a  very  unfortunate  circutn- 
stance  to  he  mentioned  in  .the  same  sp^ch  with- 
the  former,  for  it  is  (jiiestionable  whether  there  is 
to  be  found  an  incident,  in  point  of  perfidy  and 
injustice,  to  equal  it  in  the  civilized  world.  Atid 
when  was  it  that  G^eat  Britain  commenced  her 
career  in  the  laudable  purnoseof  universal  emanci- 
pation? Was  it  in  1775  f  Was  it  on  this  pursuit 
that  her  campaigns  were  performed  through  our 
land  7  If  she  will  only  extend  common  jusfice 
to  us,  or  rather  let  us  alone,  it  is  all  -the  favor  I 
would  ask  from  her. 

As  to  any  partiality  between  the  two  contend- 
ing Powers^  I  hope  there  exists  none  in  any  Amer- 
ican, there  is  no  reason  why  there  should  be  any: 
for  every  nation  is  gx>verned  by  fnterest ;  we  can 
calculate  nothing  on  friendship f/om*  any.  -     ' 

If  it  were  a  question  «t  the  early  dawn  of  our 
Government,  before  the  habits  of  our  people  were 
formed,  whether  it  would  not  be  to  the  nation's 
hest  interest  to  trust  maritime  commerce  to  other 
hands  entirely  for  se  vera  Images,  Tarn  not  prepared 
to  answer  in  the  negative  And  evei^  now,  as  to 
the  carrying  trade  proper.  1  am  not  inclined  to 
▼iew  it  as  an  object  worthy  of  defence  by  war. 
But  this  direct  trade,  which  carries  the  produce 
of  our  farqaers  to  market,  has  been  patronized  hy 
oar€k>vernm^t  under  every  Administration,  and 
aa  the  pursuits  and  habits  of  our  citizens  have 
under  that.system  of  things  been'  formed^  and  as 
our  country  was  growing  undei'  it  in  a  degree  un- 
exampled, its  protection  has  ceased  to  be  at  this 
day  a  question. 

Vet  this  species  of  trdd^,  all-important  to  ^he 
agricultural  interest,  is  nearly  extinguished.  That 
every  pacific  policy  has  been  tried  in  vain,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  restrictive  acts  and  rhe  voluminous 
documents  which  have  annually  appeared,  and 
which  now  load  your  mai^s  to  every  corner  of  the 
Union.  In  , these  communications,  the  British 
Ministers  express  much  concern  for  the  misunder- 
standing between  the  two  nations,  while  their 
conduct,  the  sole  cause  of  misunderstanding,  is 
continued  with  multiplied  marks  of  injustice.  I, 
say  (he  sole  cause  of  misunderstanding,  for  what 
politician  will  sajr  that  the  refusal  to  ratify  a 
treaty,  or  the  laying  an  embargo,  is  any  sood 
cause  of  ofience?  And  what  cause  of  ofience 
has  proceeded  from  us  ?  None.  We  have  the 
aolitary  honor  of  a  Government  unexampled  for 
its  good  faith,  and  in  this  instance  for  iu  modern* 


tion;  for  during  all  the' attempts  at  adjustment 
for  years  past,  oar  property  was  Sweeping  front 
the  ocean  before  our  eyes.  With  this  spectacle 
before  us,  are  we  to  sit  down  couly  and  calculate 
in  dollars,  cents,  and  mills,  what  will  be<the  cost 
of  defending  ourselves?  If  this  had  been  the 
co61  philosophy  ef  seVenty^bix,  you  and  I  wo^ild 
not  have  been  ^ere.  And  if  we  temporize,  while 
energy  and  action  alone  cafi  save,  we  may  entail 
lasting  evils  on  the  nation. 

Mr*  Lorw'NiiBS^ — Mr«  Speaker,  the  iateperiod-of 
the  debate  wHl  necessarily  shorten  the  observft* 
tions  1  had  intended  to  make.  I  concur,  indeed, 
entirely'in  the  6pinion  expressed  by  the  g^nnleauiB 
from  North  Carolina — that  it  is  now  unneeessiiry 
to  prove  that  we  have  ibause  of  war  a^inst  Eng- 
land. The  gentlematk  from  Virginia,  who  .yes- 
terday opposed  the  bill,  conceded  this^point  with 
as  much  prudence  as  candor.  The  value  of  the 
concession,  however,  was  impaired  by  the  remark 
that  we  have  equal  cause  of  war  against  Fraace. 
That'  we  4iad  eqtial  cause  of 'war,  sir,  against 
Frapce ;  that  we  have 'equal  claims  for  indemni- 
fication against  both  Powers,  I  feel  no  disposition  tp 
deny.  Both;  have,  indeed,  been^t  war  with  fis ;  bat 
the  easy  distinction  between  their  cases  is  this— 
that  the  one  Power  has  terminated  its  d4fferenees 
with  lis  by  a  treaty  which  we  ourselves  proposed, 
while  the  other  continues  without  mitigation  its 
War  updn  our  eomxnerce. 

In  acknowledging,  sir^  that  we  have  cause  of 
war,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  denies  its  oh- 
jeot  to  be  either  important  or  attainable.^ 

That  any  importance  sfaould-be  attached  to  the 
object  on  the  score  of  honor,' is  described  as  a  ro- 
mantic noiiqn.  But  in  the  policy  which  it  ^io* 
tatesj  an  enlarged  view  of  national  interest,  usa^ 
ally  concurs  with  a  nice  sense  of-  aatioaal  honor. 
It  is-  impossible  to  compute  the  money-value  of 
fights,  like  those  in  dispute  between  England  and 
America.  No  rule  of  arithmetic  will  give  yon 
an  answer  a»  to  the  expense  at  which  they  may 
be  wof^h  defending.  Let  thdm  be  renounced  and 
.the  loss  will  he  felt,  not  for  one  year,  hot  per- 
haps for  the  whole  term  .of  our  existence  as  one 
nation.  Let  them  k«  renounced^  and  every  re- 
maining right  becomes  ifnore  precarious  by  the 
encourage  client  which  is  offejred  for  its  infraotioa. 
Our  object  then,  in  resistance  to  England,  is  ihe 
preservation  of  that  character,  without  which 
neutrality  must  he  a  burden.  Its  duties  woald 
be  exacted  and  its  rights  forgotten.  The  import- 
ance of  this  character  even  to  our  peeuniary  ia^ 
terests,  results  from  its  efifects  in,  controlling  the 
rapacity  of  foreign  nations.  I|  addresses  itMf  tQ 
their  prudence.  It  offers  the  only  effectual  cor- 
rective to  that  temptation  of  inunediate  interest 
'which  the  belligerent  mast;a:lways'feel  in  the 
plunder  of  the  nedtral. 

If  this  view  of  the  object  of  the  war  be  correet| 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  geiulemaii  in 
respect  to  the  relative  value  6f  our  export  trade 
to  England  and  France,  lose  mnch  of  their  im- 
portance. That  his  conclusions  indeed  are  sab- 
stantially  erroneous,  appear  from  his  excludinff 
from  his  statements  (as  oe  has  himself  remarked) 
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ihe  Wliole  amootit  6f  tn^e  tosvteh'  eoon tries  us, . 
%lt|ioogh  'completely  aader  the  domioioh  of 
France,  afe  not  ^ithip  its  otd  limite  or  ifaose  of 
tbe  Netherlaods.  His  eonc^iiariont  ate  impogned 
by  iftooth«r  fact,  which  every  tiiaD  eqitali?  mutt 
now-*-I  mean  thai  maoh  of  Americao  prodoee 
shipped  to  Eo^laod  is  coasiraied  on  the  Coatinp^t. 

The  immediate,  occasion  of  the  war  then,  (if  we 
aitiribute  it  to  the  iaterroption  of  oar  trade.)  is 
greatly  more  iqiiportaDt  thati  the  gentleman'irpm 
VirffiBta  has  supposed  it,  and  yet  more  important, 
wilfbe  the  effect  of  mtftaty  reststanccf  op  the  char- 
-acter  of  the  country'— the  effect  of  that  character 
tm  our  chances  of  fbturenetttrality  and  ^rospeHty. 

B«t  the  importance  of  the  object,  if  the  object 
be  unattainable,  canikot,  we  are  told,  be  a  ite^son 
for  pursuing  it.  If  the  object  of  the  wi|r  be  the 
4ef(( nee  6f  national  character,  tt  cannot.be  unat- 
tainable. But'suppose  it  designed>only  to  procure 
m  irerocatioh  of^  the  Orders  in  X^oqaoitr^has  the 
honorable  gentleman  giren  us  a  rery  consisfent 
argument  to  prove  that  t;h is  effect  cannot  be  pro- 
dfuced?      . 

He  has  told  us,  that  we  can  do  Eoglaud  Ut)le 
ill  jury  by  ^ea,  and  even 'that  we  shall  be  uiiable 
to  raise  troops  for  the  inVasioa  of  her  provinces 
ia  our  neighborhood.  As  to  'the  injury  which 
we -may  do  her  at  sea,  the  ntimbei^and  enterprise 
«f  <rar  seamen;  the-  near  approach  tor  ofir  coa^, 
which  the  vessels  engaged  fa  h^p  nuMt  valuable 
thide  mast  make,  and  the  general  epiaion  of  naval 
aaea,  most  determine  the  question.  But  that  we 
shall  be  unable  to  raiee  the  army  proposed,' or  to 
ocaapy 'Canada  in  less  than  five  years,  4s  an  as- 
eertion  too  humiliating  to  be  adolitt^d  without 
proof.  We  have  been  told,  indeed,  thai  thetroops 
ai%  moat  easily  raised  in  a  country  wbich  is  in- 
vaded ;  but  the  opinion  is  contradicted  by  expe^ 
rience  and  reason.  In  the  momeatof  invasion, 
«very  man  Is  employed  in  attending  to  his  prop« 
erty,  in  removint^  his  fainily,  or  in  securiaff  them 
a  home  and  subsistence.  During  the  Revolutiov- 
ary  war,  tl^e  greatest  number  of  tlxK>ps  was,  I 
Ibmk,  enlisted :  in  States  which  were  safest  from 
iavasion.  Our  country  will  probably  offer  as  largje 
a  ftroportion  of  its  population  now  as  then,  and  this 
will  be  ,a  force  amply  adequate  t6  the  occasion. 

But  the  geiitleman  £rom  Virginia  cannot  see 
bow  our  resfstaace  on  land  caii  remove  the  Elng- 
Uah  Orders  in  Council.  He  supposee,  however, 
that  this  conduct  of  natiohs  depends  upon  thejr 
interest,  apd  that  even  now  it  mav  be  doubted 
"Whether  the  interests  of  Elngland  do  Jiot  require 
a  rcv6catioti  of  these  orciers.  Now  let  Oiur  efibrts 
be  as  weak  as  the  gentleman  has  represented 
them,  and  they  will  produce  to  fia^land  som^ 
iaeonvenlence  and  tforae.di version d  her  force. 
If  it  be  doubtful,  then,  whether  it  be  her  interest 
to  continue'  her  orders  while  we  patiently  submit 
;  to  them,  it  should  seem  certain  that  it  must  be 
ber  interest  to  repeal  them  when  their  continu- 
ance involves  theadditional inconveniences  which 
•even  the  languid  war  which  has  been  predicted 
would  produce. 

Thehonerable  |^tlen^n,  determined  to  alarm, 
if  be  cannot  can  vinoe  us,  anfolda  a  Biuater«oll  oi 


spectres  which  hauat  but  few  imagipations  out 
of  thii  House.  The  ^utn  of  oufe  Constitution  and 
of  our  seaports,  is  tp  be  the  inevitable  con^auenct 
of  the  war.  But  are  these  dangers  pecoiiar  to 
tbe  war  in  which  we  expect  to  be  involved  I 
That  waf  is  in  itself  an  evil,  that  it  is  not  unat- 
tended by  distress  and  bloodshed,  we  know.  The 
honest  sutesman  will  avoid  it„  when  be  can  do  so 
without  renouncing  the  honor  and  the  essential 
interests  of  his  country.  When  these  require,  he 
will  meet  it.  Bat,  from  the  general  evils  of  war, 
vif  hat  conclusion  does  the  gentleman  draw  ?  That 
we  should  never  engage  ia  it  ?  Is  it  not  strange, 
that  so  practical  a  statesman,  tbe  denbunoer  of 
the  romiEintic'  notion  of:a  war  of  honor, , should 
have  indulged  this  vision  of  a  perpetual  peace  1 

The^daoger  to  bur  Constitution  is  perhaps  that 
which  ttie  gentleman  cQnsidCrs  the  most  alarming. 
A  standing  army  offers  an  instrument  which^may 
at  any  time  be  employed  against  liberty*  I  am  not 
afraid,  sir,  of  t^rms.  A  st^uading  array — a  large 
regular  force, maintained  in  time  of  peace,  would 
be  a  just^  subieet  of  public  jealousy.  But  the 
force  proposed  it  not  a  standing  army.  It  wiU 
be  employed  against  a  foreign  enemy,  or  it  will 
be  disbanded.  While  engaged  in  War,  the  most 
timid  politician  will  see  it  without  alarm ;  and 
on  the  return  of  petce,  the  same  cause  will  re- 
move our  fears  tor  private  security  and  public 
liberty.  That  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  bill 
upon  your  tfthle-*-in  the  ample  and  arise  provision 
for  the  future  support  of  the  soldiet^io  his  free* 
hold.  The  most  jealous  patciots  of  England  haye 
coa$id^rei  their  militia,  although  a' regular  force, 
as  the  oralural  protector  of  public  liberty,  because 
its  cfficersare  required  to  possess  a  landed  quaH* 
ficatien.  But  thi»  security  forthe  good  behaviour 
of  the.  efficea  we  extend  to  every  soldier  in  the 
arm  V,  That  these  m^n  should,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  leave  their  land9un visited,  to  follow 
an  ambitious  General  to  a  desperate  and  disgrace- 
ful oonfiict  with  their  fellew-citizens,is  impossible. 

From  a  military  usurpation,  such  as  the  gen- 
tleman 60  mnfeb  breads,  wa  were  saved,  he  says; 
after  the  war  of  the  Revolution^  by  the  virtue  of 
Onemi^n.  To  the  merits  of  General  Washino- 
TON,  my  feelings  and  my  judgment  equally  sub- 
V^ribe.  He  had  a  mind  too  g^eat  to  be  bribed  by 
title  or  by  powen  If  a  Crown  bad  been  within 
bis  reach,  he  would  have  disdained  it.  But  k 
Crown  never  was  within  his  reach.  The  men 
who  most  loved  and  revered  him,  whose  lives  he 
might  have  commanded  as  the  protector  of  his 
country,  were  incapable  of  becoming  the  slavea 
of  any  despot,  t  will  not  consent,  sir,  to  demol- 
ish the  ftir  fame  of  oCir  I^evolcrtionary  Army, 
that  its  fragments  may  be  employed  in  raising  a 
monument  even  to  Washington. 

The  Conatrtutiooi  is  as  little  eadan|fered  by  the 
influence,  as  by  the  physical  force  which  this 
a^my  may  give  to  Government.  The  body  of 
electors  throughout  our  country,  is  too  numerous 
to  be  corrupted  by  commissions.  In  their  expec- 
tations of  office,  there  are  always  more  candidates 
who  fail  than  succeed.  Disappointment  will  be 
attoager  ilian  graiitnde. 
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The  expense  of  the  warr  sir,  ^  another  dawger 
by  which  the  miud  of  the  honorafole  geotlemaD 
Is  oppressed.  The  estimate  for  the  Peace -Bsiab- 
lisbment  of  a  former  year,  proved  inadeouate. 
Military  movemeots  had^  been  unexpectedly  re- 

?|nired  from  it.  Aad^  because  a  pe,ace  estimate  is 
oond  not  to  answer  for  war,  the  genileraan  infers 
that  a  war  estimate  wHl  be  tqualty  defecMve— 
nor  was  the  difference  (Qoless  I  am  greatiy -mis- 
taken) between  the  estimate  and  expenditure  o£ 
.the  war  alluded  to;  as  great  as  has  been  supposed. 
The  estimate  was  for  the  support  of  the* Army., 
The  expenditure  was  for  the  support  of  the  Army, 
and  for  the  purchase  of  arms,  and  for  the  building 
of  fbrtiftcations. 

The. ability  of  this  country  to  support  a  much 
larger  force  than  is  proposed,  results  neciessarily' 
from  its  population  Iknd  its  wealth.  By  wealth  I 
do  not  mean  its  income  in  money,  but  Its  large- 
surplus  produce  beyond  the  necessary  consump- 
tion of  its  inhabitants.  ,  On  this  circumstance  de^ 
pends  the  number  of  troops  which  a  nation  may 
maintain.  How  can  it  be  belieyed  that  the  sur- 
plus produce  of  the  Unhed  States  is  inadequate 
to  the  support,  durioff  war,  of  forty  orfifty  thoo- 
aaud  men.  With  a  favorable  climate  itnd  fertile 
soil,  and  an  industrious  people,  it  .should  seem 
that  this  nation  must  be  able  to  suppdrt  ip  war, 
nearly  as  large  a  force,  4n  proportion  to  its  pop«- 
lation,  as  any  other  State.  Yet  Sweden,  Wi^n  a 
third  of  our  population,  with' the  severest  ell  male 
and  the  most  harren  soil,  has  utaitttalned  larger 
armies  >than  the  honorable  gentleman  «uppdtes 
the  United  States  capable  of  supporting.  The 
expense  of  the  Army,  t6o,  although  the  nation 
would  be  unable  to  bear' it  during  wfir,  wilt  by^ 
thti-  operation  of  the  funding -«<y«temj  be  chiefly 
thr(iwn  on  years  of  peace*  Tbeti  iC  will  diminish 
sensibly  the  profits  of  returning  commerce.  Yet, 
it  is  true,  that  in  aid  of  loans,  internal  flaxes  must 
be  resorted  to,  and  these-th'e  honorable  gentleman- 
supposes  that  the' people  tannot  be  persuaded  to 
pay. 

Sir,  the  -people  have  |)aid  perhaps  a  third  of 
their  moneys  to  the  experiments  of  the  restrictive 
sjr^tem,  by  submitting  to  exclusion  from  the  trade 
of  the  rest  of  the  world  ;  thev  would  probably  pay 
yet  more  to  the  monopoly  ot  England,  and  I  wnl 
not  suppose  that  they  can  refuse  any  sacrifice  of 
their  fortunes  to  an  honorable  tlefenoe  of  their 
lights. 

But  our  seaport  towns  are  to-be  laid  in  aslfes. 
We  do  not  refrain  however  from  all  resistance  to 
the  Indians  on  our  frontier,  because  they  employ 
the  scalping  knife*  and  the  tortiilr^ ;  and  iadJgna- 
tfOB  rather  than  fear  would  be  excited,  if  we  be^ 
lieved  England  the  incendiary  which  the -hono- 
rable gentleman  describes  her.  I  do  not  yet 
believe  it.  She  has  not  yet  to  far  renounced  the 
rules  of  civHized  warfare,  as  to  attack  a  town 
merely  to  destroy,  without  the  intention  or  the 
power  to  retain  it.  ^ 

Such,  sir,  are  the  dangers  to  America  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  supposes  that  a  war 
with  England  will  involve.  But  there-  is  yet,  we 
are  told,  another  danger,  a  danger  to.  Ei^luid 


America,  which' c^annot  raisto  an  army,  and  cmh 
not'pay  one,  which  cannot  injure  her  enetay  tc 
sea,  nor  in-  ^yt  years  obcein  possession  of  a  coun- 
try on  its  oWo'  borders,  oootainiag  perhaps  two 
or  three  hundred  thousand  inhabitants^Amerioa 
is  to  subvert  the  balance  of  Europe,  a»d  to  de^roy 
the  nation  which  the  same  speech  represeiited 
her  as^uoable  to  resist.  The  Orders  in  C««aeil, 
d  continuance  of  which  is.required  neither  bt  th« 
honor  norinlerest  of  England,  our  ineffectual  haa- 
tility  can.fbrnisfa  no  motives  to  repeal.  And  fro«i 
this  iaeffejctual  hostility  we  are  to  refrain,  lest  it 
sUli^ct  her  to  Fran^.  Sneh  arguments,  sir,  if 
they  were  not  inconsieteat.  would  yet  be  inad- 
missible. We  must  leave  the  case  of  British  in- 
terests to  British  statesipen. 

Yet  I  pretend  not  to  the  counge  which  ean 
tiew  with  indifference  thtf  power  of  that  man 
Who  rules  sixty  millions  of  Active  and  civilized 
Bdropeans,  who  directs  by  his  sole  will  the  whole 
force  of-«  peoplf  |qst  escaped  from  the  violence 
of  revolution,  nod  uniting  to  the-  stU)intssio»  nf 
slavery  all  the  force  and  energy  of  freedoSD.  B«t 
eren  although  England  shoold  falK  thongfa  the 
trident  and  sceptre  should  be  united'in  the  bands 
of,  the  French  Emperor,  t|i&  intelligent' pntriot 
would  placehiaVsi  hopes  in  the  unbroken  •pifftt 
of  theeoUntry.  We  should  bemost  eflleotually 
p^pa're^  ibr  snbjeotion  to  Ftahce  then,  by  sub- 
mission to  England  uow.  ' 

Mir.  HARPBn— Mr.  Speaker:  My  apdogy  for 
troUbliitt  the  Honee,  Sti  this  late  stage  of  the  de- 
bate, is  founded  on  the  peculiar  situation  of  my- 
self and  the  people  whom  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent;  We  are  on  the  frontier,  neighbors  %o 
the  Capadians,  and  kradi^d  to  a  portioh  of  them. 
F^om  oureonnextoosand  vicinity  We  know  them; 
we  respect  and  revere  their  vtriues ;  their  fond- 
ness fbr  tranquillity ;  theti^  love  of  industry  and 
the  rural  arts;  arid  their  vefieration ^or  the  prin- 
ciples of  civil'  liberty.  .Sir,  doubtless  these  peo- 
ple wish  the  blessings  of  a  free  Government— tl 
mean  one  altogether  vee,  forio  their  presentcondi* 
tion  they  enjoy  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  lib- 
erty. They  are  secured  in  the  inestimable  Mes- 
sing of 'a  trial  by  a  jury  of  tbeir  peers— ^hey  lire 
exempt  from  the  horrors  of  an  arbitrary  jcCdictary ; 
they  are  not  liabie  to  transportation  and  trial  in 
a  foreign  country;  'aord  they  cannot  be  taxed,  bnt 
by  the  assent  of  their  own  Representatives,  f  reety 
elected  by  themselves. 

Still,  as  their  population  consisu  principally  4>f 
'hardy  yeomanry,  from  the  ei^ht  Eastern  Stntea, 
who  have  emigrated  thither,  who  carried  with 
them  the  principles  in  which  fhey  were  nurtured 
and  educated,  and  to  which  in  active  life  they^ 
while  with'  us,  were  accustomed,- they  must  rerere 
the  principles  ofoor  Revolution  and  Government, 
they  must  sigh  for  an  affiliation  with  the  grant 
American  family — they  must  at  least  in  tbefr 
hearts  hail  that  day,  which  aerates  themi  fVom 
a  foreign  monarch,  and  unites  them  by  holy  nnd 
unchangeable  bonds,  with  a  nation  destined  to 
rule  a  continent  by  equal  laws^:  flowing  from  the 
free  will  of  a  generotis  and  tirdependent  people. 

Sir,  I  hM  these  people  in  high  ettittatioo ;  if 
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I  of  tbeir  fat]iem.»ioDed,  I  would  not  rmt  the 
iniquity  ojn  ihe  children:— to  ibem  I  would  extend 
the  affection  of  a  brother  >  and  «Teo  the  folliea  of 
the  father  I  would  cofer  with  the  mantle*  of 
obliTion. 

Bat,  sir,  a]thoiig;b  I  do  not  donht  the  d^ire  of 
tfaeae  Canvdiaas  to  (>e  with  us  associated,  ahhough 
1  am  persuaded  that  such  an  union  wiil  ad?anee 
the  iniereslB  of  ali,  yet  desire  is  often  opposed  by 
duty,  which  Hnust  and  will  be  obeyed,  by  those 
who  are^  and  those  who  are  fit  to  he  cittxens-of 
this  Republic. 

\  was  therefore  paineJ  at  hearin|^  the  sugges- 
tion, that  our  conquest  was  founded,  not  on  ^ur 
own  strength,  but  on  the  infidelity  of  the  subjects 
of  a  foreign  Power ;  on  mental  >  if  not  practical 
treason.  Tbb  policy,  if  adopted,  will  expose  the 
people  of  tbe  Gaoad&s  xp  a  hazard,  which"^  the? 
ought  not  to  incnr^to  risewithout  a  special  <^use 
lagaiost  the  lawful  sovereign ,idr  to  incur  the  odipm 
of  treaehery;  and  as  it  may  be  to  meet  tbe  eonse- 
'^ent  punishment  of  an  pfiended  niobarch.  It  is 
cruel  and  unjust  as  it  rdates  to  them  \  it  is  im-' 
politic  as  it  rekites  to  oursetves. 

Theae  ktres  \vhich  we  offer  may  be  held  o«it 
by  others;  and  hereafter  the  doctrines  wd  now 
iqenlcate,  may  be  applied  to  our  own  dismtmber* 
mentaad  ruin. 

No,  air,  let  us  redress  our ^muHi plied  injuries  by 
onr  own  strength  ;  let  as  shyn  connexion^  wjtn 
all  foreign  Powers. ;  let  os  rise  in  our  majesty,  and 
will  that  tbe  northern  proTinces  shi^ll  be  free-^ 
their  freedom  will  be  certain  ;  our  enemy  will  be 
puoished;  the  savages  will  be  held  in  cheeky  aiid 
our  Goternment  will  be  enabled  to  execute  its 
laws.  '  ' 

These  prefatory  remsirks  are  founded  on  the 
heHef,  ^hat  it  is  (he  determf  nation  of  Gtovermaeot 
to  make. war  against  Great  Britain ^  to  which 
measure  I  give  my  assent. 

This  assent  is  founded  on  a  fall  and  firm  con* 
riction  of  the  necessity  of  a  ch|[nga  of  mtasures, 
and  that  it1s  more  prudent,  and  more  for  the  in- 
lerest  of  the  Government  of  this  nation  to  advance, 
to  war,  than  to  recede  to  the  relations  of  a  neutral 
nation,  as' explained  at  present  by  tbe  .British 
Government.      '  ' 

Sir,  our  present  situation,  of  ail  others,  is  the 
lAost  calculated  to  depress  the  spirits  ^  our  peor 
pie  ^  to  unnerve  the  Government  \  to  demoralise 
the.  citizens,  and  to  introduce  that  system  of  fraud 
and  chieai^,  which  advances  the  unprincipled, 
and  beggars  the  virtuous;  which  creates  a- con- 
fiict  between  the  ptantihgand  the  farming- ioter- 
est,  for  at'  present  a  great  portion  of  the  laUer 
thrives,  while  the  former  is  perishing:  which 
arrays  against  each  other  the  great  interests  of 
agrieultore  aad  commerce ;  which  holds  out  false 
lures  to  the  manufacturers,  and  virtually  offers- 
/  seveii  millions  of  dollars  (the  amouitt  of  onr  da- 
ties  on  iniportations  of  British  commerce)  t9  illicit 
traders. 

Thtoe  must,  thero  will  be  a  change  of  measures. 
We  shall  either  recede  from  the  conflict,  or  we 
must  viadiaate  our  rights  by  the  aword.  We 
eannot  remain  as  we  are»    We  are  a  B«fMibiio  > 


ours  is  a  G|ovemment  of  opinion,  not  of  foroe. 
Tbe  nation  demands  measures  of  spirit,  of  energj ; 
it  demands  redress  of  grievances  and  security  tot 
the  ftttore7~it  requires  ^s  to  turn  our  energy 
against  the  enemy,  not  again&t  ourselves.  A  sys- 
tem. wJiieh  lb  adverse  times  diverts  the  angry  pas- 
sions from  those  who  itijure  us,  to  otir  own  Gov- 
ernment, is  unwise  and  cannot  endure.  Indeed 
sticha  system  has  never  been  found  practicable 
in  monarchies— its  success  under  the  present  iron 
despotism  of  Europe  retnains  to  be  cietermined. 

In  forlner  tiusei,  the  House  of  Bourbon,  as  mon- 
arcbs,  while  at  peace  and  enjoying  general  trade, 
vaiaJy  strove  to  guard  a  frontier t)!  France  of  lees 
than  (bur  hundred  miles,  by  an  army  of  twenty 
thousand  men,  from  the  introdnction  of  German 
bices  and  silks.  They  never  succeeded. 
*  Eogl^nd^  where,  more  power  is  concentrated 
in  less  compass  tlian  ever  nappened  to  any  other 
nation  on  earth,  with  all  h^r  system  of  vigor  and 
terior,  with  all  her  fleets,  her  custom-hou^e  and 
excise  officers,  strives  in  vain,  even  now  in  time 
of  war,  to  exclude  the  wines  and  brandies  of 
Frantse.  Her  public:  men  retire,  every  Autumn, 
to  the  seacoast,  where  theyare  indulged  in  these 
luxuries,  at  a  price  by  retail  less  than  her  duties. 
In  our  Revolution,  though  traffic  with  the  Brit- 
ish was  puhishtibio  by  death,  yet  the  British  army 
was  well  fed,  by  m^n  not.  Tories,  while  the 
American  army  was  starving  in  New  Jersey,  apd 
so  naked  and  iinprovided  for,  that  their  route 
might  be  traced  by  the  blood  whfch  they  left  be- 
hind them, 

Wbat^  sir,  happened  under  our  embargo  laws, 
#bich  were,  when  laid,  wise  as  measures  of  pre- 
caution 7  Where  were  the  alrtScles  of  provision 
thfrt  perished  qnder  these  laws?  Sir,  th^  caaea 
did  not  occur.  Everything  ealeulated  for  a  for- 
eign market  was  sent  abroad.  There  were  ikot 
on  hand  the  usual  supply  of  these  articles,  when 
the  eOibaVgo  was  removed ;  aad  what  is  more 
extraordinary,  without  any  material  alteration  in 
foreign  countries,  they  fell  in  price  in  six  wedis 
after  the  remOyal  of  tile  Embargo. 
'  Sir,  these  restrictions  cannot  be'  useful  in  the 
present  state  of  society.  We  might  inflict  very 
considerable  sufferings  on  those  who  injure  us,  if 
tb«  laws  we  makeconld  be  strictly  executed ;  bat 
we  have  to  act  for  human  nature  as  it  is ;  not  as 
we  might  wish  it,  nor  as  it  ought  to  be.  And  in 
the  construption  of  laws  and  regulations,  the  wis- 
dom of  the  legislator  Is  not  more  established  by 
the  intrinsic  merits  of  his  acts,  than  by  the  facil- 
ity and  certainty  of  their  execution. 

History  has  proved  that  commerce  and  civili- 
zation are  twin  sisters:  they  go  hand-in^hand 
through  the  nations  of  the  earth;  and  he  who  at- 
tempts to  preserve  the  latter,  without  allowing 
the  former,  will  discover  in  the  end  his^ ignorance 
of  men  and  things. 

Sir,  coptione  your  present  state  of  things,  and 
your  revenue  will  be  lost;  your  country  may  sof- 
'  jer  some  iot  those  articles  which  are  of  most  gen- 
>eral  use,  and  consequently  the  manufaetuters  of 
Britain  may  be  iiijured,  and  this  may  induce  them 
to  act  on  their  Government :  but  this  nation  will 
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be  inundated  with  the  more  yalaable  ^oods — and 
whatever  of  sufieriog  there  may  be,  will  manifest 
itself  in  the  interior.  • 

While  these  considerations  lead  roe  to  a  decided 
opinion  agrainst  our  present  attitude,  and  a  regard 
for  the  Government  and  nation  inspires  m^  with 
a  belief  that  it  is  improper  to  recede,  I  cannot  but 
express  my  regret  at  the  prospect  of  war ;  a  regret 
which  arises,  in  some  degree,  from  a  knowledge 
of  its  evils — of  the  peaceful  character  of.  our  cit- 
izens— of  the  value  of  a  citizen  in  this  new  na- 
tion— of  the  shock  which  it  mu3t  occasion  Co  oux 
institutions — and  more  especially  of  the  preseirt- 
state  of  the  world,  where  no  balance  is  found, 
either  on  land  or  on  water ;  and  where,  beforc^^the 
rights  of  a  peaceful  nation  can  be  fully  enjoyed, 
a  just  balance  must  be  created  for  each  element. 

Yet,  with  all  these  objections^  i  am  constrained, 
by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  give  ray  vote  for  these  war 
measures.  ^ 

Having  thus  stated  (he  motives  which  wilt  in- 
duce me  to  vole  for  the  army,^I  proceed  to  re- 
mark, that  I  would  be  understood  as  voting  an 
army  for  the  efficient  purposes  of  war,  not  as  a 
mean^  of  negotiation.  I  pray  to.  God,  that  he 
may  open  the  eyes  of  the  British  Government  to 
the  interests  of  their  renowned  nation,  and  save 
us,  them,  and  the  livorld,  from  the. evils  of  the  im- 
pending conflict ;  by  inducing  them  to  return  to 
us  our  injured  seamen  ;  to  refrain  ,from  further 
impressments,  and  according  to  their  promise,  to 
revoke  their  Orders  in  Council  and  blockades,  un- 
supported by  competent  force. 

But  on  our  jMirt.  negotiation. i^, and  ought  to  be 
ended.  We  cannot  offer  any  pew  proposition. 
Our  AdQiinistration  has  exhausted  their  own/ 
oar,  and  the  nation's  patience.  The  seasonr  of 
action  has  Arrived.  We, have  evinced  every  dis- 
position to  conciliate — to  make  reasonable  allow- 
ances for  the  unprecedented  condition  of  Europe, 
and  to  yield  those  portions  of  our  neutral  riguts 
which  are  not  considered  essential  to  our  exist- 
ence as  a  nation.  Instead  of  corresponding  sen- 
timents of  friendship,  and  perhaps,  Imav  say,  of 
sympathy,  We  have  met  with  accumulated  insults. 
Oar  citizens  are  impressed  and  compelled  to  fight, 
not  only  the  ^enemies  of  Great  Britain,  but  their 
own  friends  l^nd  kindred.  In  every  sea  our  flag 
is  violated,  apd  our  merchants  are  robbed  of  their 
bard-earned  wealth,  apd  even  the  products  of  our 
soil.  In  our  own  waters,  our  citizens,  in  their 
lawful  pursuits,  have  been  inhumanly  ii^urdered, 
and  our  towos^  partially  invested :  to  cap  the  cli- 
max, she  now,  after  a  fruitless  war  with  France 
of  eighteen  years-rafter  her  own-promise  torevokct 
her  Orders  in  Council,  when  the  French  edicts 
were  revoked,, refuses  to  remove  her  obstructions 
to  commerce,  according  to  her  promise;  and, 
against  every  rule  of  the  law  of  nations,  demands 
of  us,  most  of  whose  articles  are^ezoloded  from 
European  commerce,  to  dictate  to  Europe  ih'e 
terms  on  which  British,  not  American,  goodls  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  Continent.  A  proposition 
so  monstrous  cannot  be  the  subject  of  a  discussion. 
It  bespeaks  8  determination  to  rule  us,  and  can 


o^ly  be  answered  by  an  appeal^ to  the  God  ^ 
Battles. 

Sir,  as  to  the  force  contemplated  by  the  bill|  I 
have,  at  times,  entertained  doubts.  It,tit  first  view, 
appeared  to  me  scarcely  equal  to  the  attain- 
ment  of  our  objects.  Again,  I  reflected  on  the 
spirit  of  our  yeomanry — ^on  their  readiness  to 
avenge  our  country's  wrongs — on  the  -discipline 
and  military  skill  of  that  section  of  the  Union  to 
which  I  belong:  I  speak  only  of  tjiat  section, sir, 
because.  I  know  but  Httle  of  the  state  of  the  mi- 
litia out  of  New  England ;  and  I  thought  we 
might  safely  rely  on  a  smaller  regular  army  at 
first,  and  a  large  voluntter  foree,- 

But,  sir,  reflecting  on  the  history  of  our  Revo- 
lution—-on  the  lime  necessary  to  train  troops  for 
the-field^  on  the  evils  resulting  from  volunteers 
withdrawjng  i'rom  theservfce  at  a  criticdl^  mo- 
ment, on  th^  double  expepse  of  marching  one 
corps  to^  while  another  ismarchingfrom  the  Armf« 
on  the  double  lo^  of  the  labor  of  these. men  from 
the  pursuiu  pf  agi1cLukure,and  on  the  sage  advice 
of  tbeimroortalWASHij^'oTON,  so  repeatedly  given 
to  the  Revolutionary  Congress :  I  am  Jed  conclu- 
sively to  the  opinion,- that  the  true  interests  of  the 
natiofa  require  ihtki  we  should  raise  the  ftUl  com- 
plement of  niea  in  this  bill  ni^uMoned. 

In  addition  to  these.  lam  in  favor  of  a  corps  of 
at  least  fifty  thoueapa  volunteers.  It  is  not  pru- 
dent to  despise  any  enemy,  more  especially  Great 
Britain,  who  rides  dueen  of  the  Waters  ^  and, 
notwithslanding  all  her. employment  for  troops, 
may  furnish  the  Canadas  with  a  considerate 
army.  At  this  moB^ent,  sir,  her  regular  force  iu 
Canada  is  not  contemptible.  She  hea  there  about 
eight  thousand  disciplined  troops,  and  twelve 
thousand  volunteer  militia,  who  nave  been  oeca- 
sionally  trained  for  two  years.  She  has  every 
munition  of  war ;  her  forts  are.  strong — particu- 
larly Q,uebec.  On  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the 
great  Western  waters,  shif  has  vessels  of  war  and- 
forces  to  be  overpowered.  She  will  have  all  hef 
armies  well  provided,  and  her  posts  well  provia- 
ioned  for  a  grea^length.of  time.  The  populatioe, 
(.which  prudence  requires  that  we  should  over- 
come) is  at  least  three  hundred  and  ^dy^  thousand  ; 
which  will  allow  6f  her  drawing  forth  an  addi- 
tional, body  of  thirty  thousand  militia.  Nor  are 
we  to  slop  here.  Oar  regiments  will  never  be 
filled  with  an  efficient  soldiery  for  field  aervice ; 
we  can  not,  calculate,  to  fight  our  battles,  on  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  nutnber  we  enlist.  Many 
of  these  must  be  employed  on  difierent  services: 
you  will  htive  to  garrison  their  forts  after  taking 
them  ;  you  will  have  to  command  all  the  rivers 
i^nd  passes  into  and  out  of  the  country ;  you  will 
have  convoys  for  provision^ ;  men  to  guard  your  . 
camps,  and  all  the  evils  to  encounter  which  are 
incident  to  an  invading  force. 

Our  efforts  wilt  not  b^  limited  to  this  enterprise. 
We  have  a  frontier  of  savages,  for  seventeen  hun- 
dred miles,  to  bri(]leatid  hold  in  awe;  and  a  sea- 
coast  of  as  many  >uore,  to  protect  and  defend. 
On  which  coast  there  are  many  cities  of  great 
value,  and  consequently  peesenting  great  obj^tt 
of  plunder..  Nor  will  your  able  and  wily  enemy 
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forget  ibe  moatb  of  th^  MississippU-abe  pones- 
tion  of  Florida;  or  that  durable  et il,  wbicb  all 
anderstand)  and  no  one  Ougbt  to  depict.* 

Yet  we  bavehot  found  aiimit  for  your  efforts : 
tbe  provinces  of  New  Bruhswick^iuad  Nora  Sco* 
tia  must  fall.  The  Babamss  must  nolong^r  annoy 
as.  A«  long:  ^^  tbey  and  Halifax  farnisU  ,tbe 
fleets  of  England  witb  water,  naval  stores^  docksw 
wharVes,  dtc,  so  long,  in  war,  ibis  nation  wjU  be 
grievously  annoyed. 

This  is  a  just,  thou«b> faint  ptcHire  of  the  efforts 
ypa  are  to  make,  -and  these  efforts  are  ta  b«  oon-> 
tinued  for  a  length  of  time«  The  ideti  wbicb 
some  advance  of  a  momentary  conflict,  in  tny 
opinion  is  unfouoded.'  One  nation  may  indu<^e  to 
war— *aUhough  that  is  not  our  case— it  takes  two 
to  return  (o  jpeace.  Still,  I  believe  ihe  energies 
and  means  or  the  nation  are  adequate  to  its  e,xi* 
geoctes.  I  bePieve  we  ought  not  to  despond  ;  oa 
tbecoBtrary.  I  have  no  doubt  we  i^hall  irctire  from 
tbe  war  witb  increased  strengtb  and  vigor.  At 
the  same  time,  I  do  not  consider  that  ihiseonflici 
is  10  be  likened  to  a  party  of  pleasure,  or  that  the 
great  and  permanent  objects  of  tbe  war  are  to  be 
gained  and  held  ekclusivelyr  by  Tolunteers. 

8ir,  the  spirit  of  the  nation  i^  roused.  It  de- 
mands of  us  firm  and  strong  measures.  The  pub- 
lictnind,  inflamed  by  indignities  offered,  is  turned 
to  war.  To  make  it,  is.  not  only  our  poliey,  but 
our  duty.  To  make  it  successfully,  usefully  to 
tbe  nation,  useiiiUy  to  tbe  Government,  requires 
only  vigor  and  energy^  Tbe  war,  to  remain  pop- 
ular, must  be-briUiant— and  liberal  expenditures 
and  an  orerwbelraing  force  in  tbe  outset,  will,  in 
tbe  end,  be  the  trnt  ecbnomy  of  blood  and  treasure. 

Within  our  reacb,  are  the.ample  means  of  re^ 
dress.  The  northern  provinces  of  Britain  are  to 
us  great  and  valuable  objeots.  Once  secured  to 
this  Republic,  and  tbe  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
Lakes  become  tbe  Baltic,,and  more  than  tbe  Bal- 
tic to  America ;  nprth.of  them  a,  population  of 
four  millions  may  easily  be  supported ;  and  this 
great  outlet  of  tbe  northern  world,  should  be  at 
oar  command,  for  our  convenience  and  future  se- 
curity. To  me.  sir,  it  appesrs  that  the  Author  of 
Nature  has  marked  our  limits  in  the  south,  by  tbe 
Qulf  of  Mexico ;  and  pn  the  north,  by  tbe  regions 
of  elernal  frost.       . 

I  cannot  close  these  observations,  without  re- 
marking on  what  fell  from  an  'honorable  membf  r 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Troup.)  when  tbe  report  of 
the  Comnuitee  on  Foreign  Relations,  which  em- 
braced  the  present  subject  in  its  abstract  form,  was 
before  this  House.  The  gentleman  remarked, 
"That  ten  thousand  British  troops  could  march 
from  Canada  to  Boston."  Sir,  i  do  not  doubt  tbe 
sincerity  or  patriotism  of  that  gentleman,  but  his 
ren^ark  evinced  a  want  of  knowledge,  id  relation 
to  the  country  of  wbicb  he  spojte.  U  tbe  gentle- 
man will  turn  to  tbe  pages  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  he  will  find  that  Great  Britain,  with. armies 
of  forty  thousand  men,  never  pitched  a  tent  in 
New  £nfi:land,  except  in  the'  (hen  wilds  of  Ver- 
mont.   He  will  find,  tbat  tbe  pride  of  Englai;^d 
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was  bumbled  at  Breed's  Hill^  by  mea  called  from 
their  farms,  bv  the  tolling  of  the  -village  bells  : 
He  will  find  that  in  army  of  nearjy  the  number 
which  he  mentioned,  was  crippled  by  the  immor- 
tal Starke,  and  surrendered  to  Qates  at  Sara- 
toga, who  had  but  few  troops,  except  the  eastern 
yeomanry.  By  examining  the  pages  of  history 
be  will  find,  that  no  bosttle  force  ever  passed  the 
smooth  flowing  \Mter8  6t  tlie  Connecticut :  nor, 
sir,  do  I  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  army  which  con-' 
queued  at  Austerliiz  could  not  march  through 
New  England. , 

This,  sir,  is  not  gasconade— for,  should  the  trial 
ever  arrive,  I  pledge  myself  to  my  nation  and  iny 
countrymen,  to  untie  with  the  hardy  and  patriotic 
sons.of  th.e  North,  in  repelling  every  hostile  foe. 

Mr.  WiooERT  observed,  that  tbe  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Shepfbt)  had  said,  this  country  is 
not  competent  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain. 
This,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  nothioz  new.  When  we 
were  about  to  enter  upon  our  Revolutionary  war, 
we  were  told  tbat  Great  Britain  ruled  the  world, 
and  that,  if  we  attempted  to  go  to  war  with  her. 
we  should  be  beaten,  and-  considered  and  treatei 
as  rebels. to  our  King.  Indeed,  tbis  was  so  confi- 
dently said,  that  be  was  at  first  inclined  to  believe 
it.  It  was  some  time  before  be  could  persuade 
himself  tbat  two  millions  of  undisciplined  Amer- 
icans could  cope  with  the  British  nation,  then  in 
berfiiil  lide  or  prosperity.  But,  said,  be,  we  did 
not  stop  then  to  inquire  whether  any  of  our  nelgb- 
bors  wanted  great  icoats  or  blankets.  Though  we 
were  'then  in  our  infancy^  we  entered  into  the 
contest  with  m  determination  to  succeed ;  and  it 
is  well  known  tbat  we  captured  two  of  her  armies ; 
and  if  we  could  do  tbis  m  our  infancy,  when  we 
bad  to  contend  witb  enemies  in  our  owq  coun- 
try, and  in  our  own  bouses.'  are  we  now,  said  he^ 
to  be  told,  when  all  aire  unanimous,  that,  we  are 
not  able  to  contend  witb  tbe  British ;  but  tbat  we 
must,  like  cowardly  poltroons, surrender  ourselves, 
and  leave  o^  descendants  in  tbe  bands  of  tyrants  1 
He  trusted  not. '  We  are  now,  said  he,  three  times 
the  number  we  were  then.  We  then  met  the  Brit- 
ish with  effect,  and  surely  we  can  do  so  now. 

But,  we  are  told,  a  war  will  be  very  expensive. 
Granted*  W|iat  is  moqey  ?  What  is  all  ottr  prop- 
erty, compered  with  our  honor  and  our  liberty? 
It  is  not  commerce  only  for  which  we  are  about 
to  figbt,  but  for  pur  freedom  also :  no^  bad  we  ever 
so  favorable  a  time  as  tbe  present  for  making  a 
stand.  Nations,  said  be,  consider  their  own  inteN 
est;  and  if  Great  Bfitain  considers  her's,  she  has 
more  tQ  do  at  boti^e  than  she  can  manage;  but, 
if  she  will  persist  in  keeping  in  force  her  Orders 
in  Council,  we  tpust  defend  our  rights. 

But,  we  are  told,  tbe  citizens  of  this  country 
will  not  enter  into  tbe  war.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, beljeve  that  the  free-born  sons  of  America 
would  lie  down,  under  a  calculating  avarice,  and 
see  their  commerce  and  liberties  destroyed.  If 
this  were  to  be  tbe  case,  be  did  not  wish  to  live 
any  longer.  If  a  Government  is  not  worth  sup- 
porting wit1i  our  lives,  it  is  not  worth  having. 

But,  we  are  going  to  enter  into  a  duixotio  war 
for  benor,  says  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia.    He 
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w«9  sorry,  at  this  time  of  dav^  to  bear  the  honor 
of  a  nation  spoken  of  so  lightly.  Would  it  not  be 
dishonorable  in  a  nation  to  give  np  Iter  acknowl- 
edged rights  witbbut  resistance?  The  same  rea* 
ffoniog  would  lead  a  inan,tirben  be  was  struck  by 
another,  tp  endearor  to  make  bi^*  escape ;  and  if 
he  could  outrun  bis  assailant,  it  would  be  weiL 
Or,  if  a  man  takes  possession  of  your  bouse,  oh 
the  same  principle  you  most  leave  him  (here,  and 
escape  fo  your  barn,  for  fear  of  entering  into  any 
scuffle  with  him.  If,  said  h^.  we  mean  to  act  in 
this  waVi  we  had  better  break  Up  and  go  home. 
Before  Congress  met,  all  parts  of  the  couptry  were 
am  ions  that  they  should  get  toge|he.F.  Tbe  peo- 
ple felt  the  country  was  insutted/and  they  wished 
their  wrongs  redressed.  But  if,  after  we  get  here, 
we  ^o  nothing,  we  had  better  have  remained  at 
home.  It  had  been  «aid,  that  the  Britisb  would 
lay  waste,  our  cities ;  but  where,  said  he,  will  be 
our  gunboats  at  that  time  ?  While  (bey  are  sta- 
tioned in  our  harbors,  he  defied  any  British  ves- 
sels of  war  fn>m  entering  to  do  any  serious  mis- 
chief. He  had  a  high  opinion  ol'  the  usefulness 
6f  our  gunboats  for  the  protection  of  our  hnrbors. 

But;  it  was  asked,  will  you  take  advantage  of 
Gh'eat  Britain,  when  she  is  figbiiag  the  battles  of 
the  world  t  She  is  not  fighting  our  battles ;  and 
if  5he  continues  to  use  us  as  she  ha^  done,  I  would 
take-every  advantage  of  her.  Indeed,  we  must 
either  give  npoOr  commerce  entirely,  or  defend 
ourselves  against  that  Power.  God  and  Nature 
have  given  us  an  extehsiveseacoast,  and  we  ought 
to  maice  a  proper  use  of  it. 

But,  the  gentleman  Crom  Virjginia  says,  Great 
Britain  has  a  right  to  take  hef  subjects  from  oH 
board  our  vessels.  This,  Mr.  W.  denied.  After 
they  had  .been  duly  natiifalized  in  this  country, 
they  were  as  muehonr  citizens  as  if  tbey  had  been 
born  here.  But,  said  Mr.  W.,  they  not  only  seize 
men  of  this  description,  but  native-born  citizens* 
I  know  it :  I  have  seep  several  whom  I  know  19 
to  be  of  this  description — sons  of  my  neighbors. 

The  Army  now  proposed  to  be  raised  had  been 
compared  to  that  raised  in  17^  jfiut  he  said  the 
comparison  would  not  hold.  That  Army  was 
raised  under  tbe  pretence  of  meeting  a  French 
iavasiob,  when  it  was  known  France  had  not  a 
vessel  which  ooold  leave  her  poru.  Much  was 
said  about  the  ship  Ocean  and  her  passengers 
being  taken,  but  they  afterwards  arrived  in  this 
,  country  in  safely.  The  people  of  the  United 
Btates  were  not  like  the  people  of  Europe^  who 
knew  nothing  but  the  trades  at  which  they  worked 
for  their  living— saw  that  the  ulk  of  French  in- 
Tftsion  bad  no  foundation,  and  they  would  d<^ 
enter  the  Army.  But  the  case  is  v^ry  different 
DOW.  The  people  know  the  object  for  which  the 
Army  is  to  be  raised — they  feel  it— and  they  will 
fight  in  defence  of  their  country. 

Mr.  McKiM  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  offer 
a  few  observations  on  this  bill,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
^Mr.  Shepfbt)  had  said  that  our  exports  to  France^ 
and  her  dominions  amounted  only  to.tviro  milltona 
a  year.  For  himself,  he  did  not  consider  the 
injury  of  which  we  tsompkined  as  a  pecuniary 


injury;  it  was  the  loss  of  a  ri|^ht  toaend  oor  com- 
merce toany  countrjr  which  we'cfhoose;  for  the 
jsrohibition  of  the  British  excludes  ns  iVom  trad- 
ting  toihe  United  Netherlands,  Hamburg)  and  Bre- 
men, France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy ;  to  which 
places  be  found,  by  a  recurrence  to  the  returns 
from  the  Treasury  Department  for  the  year  ISldL 
we  exported  goods  |o  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
twent,y-five  mtUions  of  dollars;  so  that  the  gen- 
tlcn^an  from  Virginia  has  made  an  error  in  hia 
statement  of  twenty-three  millions  Of  dollars.  And 
a  large, proportion  of  the  gentlemBn'sargoment 
being  drawn  from  this  statement,  it  of  course  has 
no  foundation. 

Mr.  SsBrnY  inquired  whether  the  gentlemaot 
fVom  Maryland  had  inoluded  nothr^  in  his  eatt* 
mate  but  our  own  products  7    -         • 

ifir.  McKiM  feplied,  that  his  stateoienls  in* 
eluded  the;  whole  amount  of  oor  ezpotu  to  the 
places  whitrh  he  bad  mentioned,  as  he  considered 
it  Immaterial  whether  we  exported ^ur  own  pro- 
duce or  the  produce  of  tbe  West  India  iaiandi 
wbieh  had  been  received  in  return  for  that  pro- 
duce. He  had  inclutled  Spain  and  Portu||al, 
though  there  had  bieen  a  subsequent  permission 
foronr  Vessels  to  go  to.4hose  ports;  but  he  had 
said  nothing,  of  tlKt  ports  of  the  Adriatic,  as  his 
knowledge  of  the  geography  of  ^hat  country  was 
not  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  precise  extent  of 
the  British  blockade.  If,  said^Mr.  McKim,  Qraat 
Britain  shall  be  permitted  to  interdict  us  from- a 
commerce  aniounting  to  tvFenty-fiva  millions  a 
year,  what  is  to  hinder  her  fVom  interdibting  oa 
from  carrying  on  any  commerce  whatever;  hoc 
it  was  not  the  pecuniary  loss,  great  as  it  was,  of 
which  he  principally  complained,  it  was  the  de- 
privation of  an  iodspnted  ri^rht,  which  it  was 
our  duty  tp  maintain  ilt  all  hazards ;  Tov,  if  wa 
give  op  one  right,  we  given  mortgage  npon  and 
endanger  all  our  rights.'  For.  his  part,  he  was 
for  making  a  stand  on  the-preaent  occasion,  that 
we  might  pass  down  our  rights  undimintflhed  to 
our  posterity. 

Mr.  Sbeffet  said,  in  his  estimates,  he  bad 
confined  himself  to  the  exports  of  oor  prodtie- 
tions,  and  not  the  eapoirt  of  articles  of  foreign 
growth,  and. insisted  upon  the  correctness  of  his 
statements. 

.  Mr.  Macon  wished  to  make  a  few  observations 
on  the  passage  of  tbe  bill.  He  apprehended  great 
inconveniences  would  arise  from  the  passaffe  of 
the  bill  in  ita  present  form,,  on  account  of  its 
containing  a  different  arrangement  fpr.  raising 
the, troops  from  any  other  establishment  in  the 
nation.  Will  not,  said  he,  every  new  organiza- 
tion in  the  Army  introduce  discordance  I  Hare 
we  not  seen  the  effects  produced  by  having  two 
differemly  constructed  .corps  already,  and  wiU 
not  the  inconvenience  be  increased  by  a  third? 
He  was  willing  to  have  voted  for  the  10.000  men 
asked  for  by  the  Executive,  and  would  auerwards 
have  gone  farther,  if  necessary. .  But  he  disliked 
the  proposed  arrangement,  ilad  there  been  any 
complaints,  he  asked,  of  our  old  organization? 
It  carried  us  through  the  Revolution,  and  he 
thought  might  still  be  relied  upon.    Inpropor- 
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tion  as  dvfl^reDt  arrangement?  are  intrbdtieed  into 
the  Aptny,  >ill  you  introduce  di«cordanee  and 
eon  fusion.  An  'army  should  be  but  one  foody', 
and  ought  to  be  raof  ed  but  by  one  sonh 

It  appeared  to  him  that  this  ojbjection  tvas  a 
Terr  material  one  to  the  biil/and,  if  he  heliered 
such  a  motion  would  preTatl.  he  w<)Qtd  now 
.more  to  recommit  the  bill,  in  order  that  these 
troops  might  be  put  upon  thfe' same  plan  With 
those  already  in  existence.  He  had  another  ob- 
jection to  the  bill,  in  its  present'  form.  In  the 
clause  giving  land  to  the  soldiers  th^re  is  no  pro- 
▼ision  which  prohibits  them  from  disposing  of  it, 
which  there  Certainly  ought  to  be.  But  be  had 
no  hope  of  getting  any  amendment  to  the  bill 
af^er  he  had  se)eh  the  manner  in  which  other  at- 
tempt at  amendment  had  b^en  made.'  Com- 
parisons had  been  made,  Mr.  M/  said,  between 
the  times  of  1798  and  the  present.  There  was 
no  likeness  except  in  this  t  It  was  then  usual  for 
Congress  to  pass  one  blH,  in  order  to  make  it 
pecessary  to  pass  another.  What  was  the 'Situa- 
tion of  thinzs  at  that  time?  Tt  had  been  emphat- 
icaliy  called  the  *^ Reign  of  Terror.'*'  Was  not 
the  Rogue's  March  played  at  the>door  of  one  of 
tbe  most  distinguished  members  of  the  then  Con- 
gress, and  other  acts  of  extravagance  done,  apd 
was  not  the  Sedition  Act  pass^  to  prevent  us 
from  complaining? 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  should  have  been  glad  to  have 
Yoted  for  ihe  bill,  but  for  the  objeclions  whicli  he 
bad  stated  to  it.  He  believed  e^try  gentleman 
was  satisfied  that  something  must  be  done ;  but 
he  did  not  like  to  pass  one  bill  to  make  another 
necesMiry. 

The  party  which  opposed  the  raising  of  the 
Army  in  1798,  did  not  believe  it  was  intended  to 
operate  against  France,  because  they  could  see 
no  object  on  which  it  could  be  employed.-^ 
They  saw  the  Hack  cockade  mou;ired,  and  they 
heard  every  one  denounced  who  did  not  mount 
it.  But  there  is  nothing  like  this  now.  If  ^we 
say  we  will  not  defend  our  j'ight  Scarry  ocnr  pro- 
duce to  a  market^  it  is  not  worth  our  while  to 
make  it.    If  vou  give  up  an  ac^owledged  ricrht, 

Jou  ackiiowledge  some  supenot  power.  Why 
id  we  lay  the  embargo;  and  pass  odr^restrictive 
lawS)  hilt  to  avoid  the  situation  into  which  we 
have  now  gor?  He  approved  of  one  -of  thpse 
measures,  but  not  ^f  the  rest.  If  Great  Britain 
would  only  do  what  France  has  done,  there 
would  be  an  end  of  the  dispute.  I^  there  a  man 
in  tbe  House  that  wishes  another  attetxipt  at  ne- 
gotiation, or  one  that  wishes  to  go  to  war  if  it 
could  possibly' be  avoided?  ;, 

.  W&are  now,  said  Mr.  M..  approaching  that 
•tate  of  ^thfnp  which  we  ought  to  bar^  come  to 
years  ago.  If  we  cannot  fight  by  paper  restric- 
tions, we  miist  me^t  force  by  force.  If  we  cant 
not  do  this,  it  is.tiihe  we  ptit  ourselves  under  the- 
protection  of  some  otheriPower.  Brery  attempt 
which  has  been  made  to  keejy  off  the  approach- 
ing crisis  has  proved  ineffectual.  As  soon  as  the 
Hornet,  Whic.^  carried  out  the  President's  Mes- 
^i^^y  and  the  repolrt  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Remtonsy  vetarnsj  if  no  redress  is  offbred,  we 


must  go  to  war.  For  where  is  the  tIRfference  be- 
tween stopping  our  produce  between  New  York 
aiid  Albany,  and  stopping  it  between  New  York 
and  any  other  market  ? 

No  gentleman  has  yet  pointed  out  any  other 
course.  Even  the  gentleman  froin  Virffinm,  (Mr. 
SheffetJ  wliose  talents  hd  very  much  admired, 
though  he  had  objected  to  the  course  proposed, 
had  not  offered  any  other. 

■M^ch  had  been  said  about  the  strength  of  thfs 
Gk)irernment.  Some  think  it  is  not  strong  enough ; 
hut  if  there  be  any  strong  G^ovemment  in  the 
world  it  must  ,be  (his  Government,  and  what 
gives  it  this  strength  is  the  attachment  of  the 
people  to  it ;  and'  it  is  a^  strong  under  an  unpop- 
ular as  a'  popular  Administration,  because  the 
peo|/le  "know  there  is  a  time  approaching  when 
they  can  change  the  Administration,  if  they  do 
not  like  it. 

With  respect  to  't)ttr  getting  an  army,  it  will 
depend  very  much  tipon  the  persons  appointed  for 
officers;  if  they  be  men  in  Vbom  the  people  have 
confidence,  we  shall  get  an  army;  but  if  not,  we 
shall  get  no  army. 

There  was  something  in  the  ^Istory  of  our  af- 
fairs with  Great  Britain  which  had  not  been 
menti6ned,  which  goes  to  show  the  strons:  claim 
which  this  Government  has  upon  Great  Britain. 
He  meant  the  conduct  of  Sir  William  Scott,  in 
declining  to  give  judgment  in  the  case  of  the 
Fox,  when  he  heard  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees were  repealed.  9o  strongly  was  he  per- 
suaded that  the  Orders  in  Council  would  be  re- 
plied in  consequence,  that  he  stopped  all  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  pf  the  veteel  under  consid- 
eration Until  he  received  instructions  from  the 
Ministry. 

Someth  ing  had  been  said  on  the  subject  of  our 
export  trade.  There  was  only  one  way,  in  the 
present  sjtate  of  thirigs,  to  Come  at  a  knowledge 
of  that.  We  can  never  tell  where  the  articles 
exporM  are  consumed.  Two-thirds  of  the  to- 
bacco shipped  from  this  country  are  shipped  to 
England,  tnough  one-seventh  is  only  consumed 
in  that  country.  ^  The  usual  way  is  to  ship  to 
Cov^es  and  a  mi^rket.  No  reliance  can  be  placed 
upon  the  custom-house  books,  except  as  to  the 
total  amount  of  exports  and  imports. 

But  the  real  question  is  not,  as  has  been  stated, 
th^  amount  of  the  loss  we  sustain.  If  our  trade 
be  confined,  however,  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
possessions^  our  'produce  will  not  pay  for  its 
freight  \  as  it  is  well  knbwn  that  a  great  part  of 
what  wa?  heretofore  sent  thither  was  coiisumed 
on  the  Continent]  which  could  not- now  be  the 
case. 

If  we  are  to  have  war,  said  Mr.  M.,  it  is  not 
soiiffht  by  us.  If  it  were,  there  would  have  been 
no  delay.  The  Hornet  would  not  have  been  sent 
to  England  as  a  last  step,  or  be  might  call  it  a 
step  beyond  the  last.  If  'ever  a  Government 
showed  a  disposition  to  remain  at  peace,  this 
Gbvernment  had  shown  that  disposition  for  tb^ 
last  seven  or  eight  years. 

Some  gentlemen  appear  to  believe  that  we  are 
not  yet  approaching  tbe  crisis  of  war ;  but  he  did 
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believe  it,  «nd  the  natioa  at  large  believe  it,  and 
are  dow  redectiog  dpoQ  it  in  the  most  serious 
maoner..  .We  bear  do  noise  about  it  jas  in  17989 
there  are  no  noisy  boys  runtiing  about  the  streets  j 
but  the  people  at  large  are  refle<;ting.upoB  our 
situatloji ;  they  see  we  must  either  go  to  war,*  or 
give  up  our  right  to- export  anything  we  maice. 
No  man,  said  he,  would  willibfifly  engage  a  high- 
wayman ;  you  would  rathex  He  should  keep  out 
of  your  way ;  but  if  he  mad^  an  atUtck  upon  you, 
you  would  not  suffer  yourself  to  be  robbed  with* 
out  resistance.  Mr.  M.  sincerely  hoped  that  w^r 
might  be  avoided,  by  Great  Britain  consenting  to 
do  us  justice  by  the  return  of  the  Hornet^  but  if 
we,  engage  i^  the  war,  he  had  no.  doubt  that  ihe 
spirit  and  perseverance  with  which  it  will  be 
carried  on  will  equal  the  long  suffering  and  for- 
bearance which  we.  have  shown  before  we  were 
brought  into  this  situation. 

Frora  the.  day, of  our  independence  to  the  pres- 
ent, he  believed  that  Great  Britain  had  a  most 
invetecjQte  hatred  9gain^t  this  eoii^try.  He  did 
not  believe  anything  of  one  nation  having  love 
for  another ;.  and  the  situation  of  that  country 
and  this  has  something  peculiar  in  it.  ,We  were 
their  colonies,  and  gat  clear  of  iheoi ;  and  so  long* 
as  the  present  generation  exists,  they  cannot  love 
us.  Nor  do  f  .imagine,  that  the  present  rifler  of 
France  hias  any  great  love  for  us;.rhe  form  of 
our  Government  is  too  free  for  him. 

Mr.  M.  said,  every  restrictive  measure  having 
been  resorted  to  in  vain,  and  all  our  attempts  at 
negotiation  having  failed,  the  nation  is  preparing 
for  the  last  resort  of  Kings,  apd  of  Republics  too. 
But  now  we  are  told  we  cannot  contend  with 
Great  Britain. .  But  we  must  either  contei^d  with 
her,  or  surrender  our  right  to^ export  any  of  our 
surplus  produce:  But  why  npt  coqtend  with 
her  1  Let  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  we  know 
what  to  do.  We  once  Succeeded  with  paper 
money,  and  if  We  were-  driven  to  that  necessity, 
we  could  succeed  |igain  with  it.  -  We  have  now 
manufactories  of  arms  add  munitions  of  war^aod 
whether  money  couhl  be  raised  or^not,  if  ever 
this  nation  engages  in  war,  she  enga^ges  never  to 
surrender  her  rights.  Every  war  U  an  evil,  and 
amongst  the  greatest  of  evils;  but  we  are  com- 


the  return  of  the  Hornet  should  alter  th^situa- 


pehed  to  fight  or  give  up  wha^  we  have,  except 
the  return  of  the  H 
tion  of  things. 

No  man.  said  Mr.  M.,  tvould  have  more  pleas- 
ure to  see  our  differences  accommodated  with 
Great  Britain  than  I  should;  but  if  this  cannot 
be  effected,  we  must  change  our  situation;  add 
though  he  could  not  vote  for  this  bill,  for  the  rea- 
sons which  he  had  stated)  he  should  go  on,  with 
measures  for  putting  the  nation  in  a  ^tate  of  de- 
fence. 

It  had  been  said,  that  standing  armies  are  dan- 
gerous to  liberty.  He  believed  it;  but  war  can- 
not be  carried  on  without  them.  The  war  which 
the, United  States  are  about  to  enter  into  is  not 
pf  the  character  which  has  been  given  to  it.  He 
meant  a  war  for  the  sake  of  conquest.  Its  object 
is  to  obtain  the  privilege  of  carrying  the  produce 
of  our  lands  to  a  market.    It  ia  properly  a  war  of 


defence;  but  he  believed  no  war, after  it  was  en- 
tered into,  con tioaed.  long  to  be  strictly  of  tbttt 
character. 

As  to  meeting  Greiit  Britain  on  the  ocean,  no 
one  contemplates  that;  as  every  ccfnt  eirpended 
in  repairing  the  rotten  hulks bfo6r  vessels  would 
be  thrown  away  a^s  to  the  objeot  of  (he  war. 

.The  House  rose  at  5  o'clock,  without  taking 
the  question  oa  the  p9:toage  of  the  bill 


Monday,  January  6. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  thp  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in.  pursuance  of 
a  resolution.of  the  Hpuse  of  the  !^th  ultimo  re- 
questing a  statement  of  the  vessels  which  bad 
been  repaired  sinc^  the  year  1810,  and  the  co^ 
thereof ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  QaoknT,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreigo 
Relations,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  and. organize  certain  volunteer  militart 
corps,  repprted  the  bill,  with  atneadments ;,  which 
W^re  read,  and,  together  #ith'th^  bill,  committed 
to  si  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
next.' 

Mr.  D.  RtWii'LtAMS  said,  by  an  act  of  ld08,a 
regiment  of  light  infantry  was  directed  lobe  raised. 
This  was  considerecf  by  the  Becretary  of  War  as 
horse  artillery.;  but  the  bill  did  not  provide  for 
mounting  them..  He  therefore  introduced  a  bill 
supplementary  tp'an  act  for  raising,  for  a  limite4 
time,  an  additional  rpilitary  force;  wMch  was 
twice  read  and  coroinitted. 

'     DISTRICT  AND  QIRCUIT  COURTS. 

Mr.'BLACKLEOQE  said,  It  was  represented  to 
him  as  ^epessary  to  make  some  alteration  in  the 
timesof  hold! ncf  the  District  Courts  of  the  United 
Btates.  Indeed,  he  knew  that  it  was  impossible 
io  hold  them  in  a  proper  manner  at  present, as  they 
were  held  at  Wilmington,  Newbern,  and  Eden- 
ton,  and  not  more  than  fen  d^'y?  was  allowed  for 
the  purpose.  He  therefore  proponed  the  follow- 
ing ivsolutioH :     I 

**  Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  holdiiig  the 
District  Couru  of  the  United  Sutes  for  the  District  of 
North  Carolina,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  bj 
bill  or  otherwise.'^ 

Mr.  B.  said,  it  had  alsabeen  represented  to  bim 
that,  at  present,  the  law  does  not  reouire  any  se- 
curity to  be  given  in  oases  of  anpeal  from  the  Dis- 
trict to  the  Circviit  Courts.  He,  therefore,  offer^ 
the  fallowing  resolution : 

**Re»ohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expedienoy  ef  requiring  eecuHty  to  be  given 
in  cases  of  appeal  fi'om  the  District  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statee  to  the  Circuit  Courts*  and  that  they  report 
by  bill  QF  otherwise*'' 

The  resolutions  wereagreed  to,  and  committees 
of  five  members  appointed  upon  each. 

COMPENSATION  OF  REVENUE  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  BacoK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways^nd 
Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted  their  report  of 
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the  thirtieth  okino,  »n  the  several  petitioos  ofthe 
collectors  of  the  ports  ofPbilaileipbis,  Baltimore, 
and  PlyOioatb,  (Massachusetts,)  aod  the  naval  ef- 
fieer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  made  a  sopple- 
meotary  report ;.  which  was  read)  and  committed 
to  the  Uommihee  of  the  Whole  oo  the  biH  in  ad- 
dition to  the^act  to  establish  the  cbirop^Rsation.of 
the  officers  employed  in  the. collection  of  the  du- 
ties OQ  imports  and  tonnage.  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

That,  on  a  forther  investigatioii  of  the  amount  of 
emolaments  received  by  those  officers  daring  the  years 
1808,  1809,  and  1610,  it  appears  that  the  net  ^mofn- 
aentsW  the  CoUeetorpf  Philadelphia,  Ifrom  the  27th 
of  Aufpust,  1808,  when*he  entered  upon  b^  Office,  to. 
the  dose  of  the  year  1810,  (tndading  the  half  com- 
missions  paid  to  the  esta^  of  his  predeoessor^)  amount- 
ed to  the  average  sum  of  $3,262  OS,  annually ;  those 
of  the  Collector  of  Baltimori^  from  the  18th  of  April, 
1808,  when  he  entered  on  his  office,  to  the  close  ofthe 
year  1810,  including  the  hslf  commissionsas  aforesaid, 
to  the  average  sum  of  $1,687  68,  annually;  those  of 
the  Collector  of  Norfolk,  from  the  year  1808  tp  the 
year  1810,  both  inclustve^  including  the  half  commis- 
sions as  aforesaid,  to  the  sum  of  $921  ^2;  annually; 
those  of  the  Collector  'of  Plymouth,  fof  the  si^me  pe- 
riod, t(r$l,95d  ^2.  annually ;  and  those  of  the  Naval 
Officer  ofthe  port  of  Philadelphis,  for  the  same  period, 
to  $2,802  29,  annually. 

Under  this  view  of  the  focts,  the  committee '  recom- 
mend to  the  House  the  adopUen  of  the  foHowing  rea- 
ehition,  in  lien  of  those  recommended  in  their  former 
report  on  this  subject :  " 

That  the  prayers  of  the  several  petitions  of  the  Col- 
lectors of  the  ports  of  PhUadelpbia,  Baltimore,  Nor- 
folk, Pfymouth,  CMassachosetts,)  and  of  the  Naval 
Officer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  Hoase  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
QofiDisbed  basinet  of  Saturday  last,  and  the  ques- 
tion de|>eBdin^  at  the  time  of  adjournment  on 
that  day,  to  wit :  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^*to 
raise  an  adJitional  military  force/'  do  .pass  as^ 
amended! 

Mr.  StANPOtD  renewed  the  observations  he 
had  commenced  before  the  adjournment  on  Sat- 
urday evenini^.  He  made  his  acknowledgments 
to  the  Speaker  for  calling  him  to  order  for  a  teem, 
which  was,  perhaps,!  less  respectful  epithet  than 
should  have -been- Osed  upon  the  occasion..,  He 
was  far  from  meaning  to  use  language  which 
shotild  give  offencO)  hut  he  said  ht  would  claim 
the  authority  of  the  Chair  to  protect  him  from 
interruptions  coming  fVom  other  quarters  of  the 
House. 

He  proceeded,  and  stated  that  he  had,  before, 
expressed  his  regret  at  the  circumstance  of. differ- 
ing  with  his  colleague  (Mr.  Macon),  upon  any 
occasion,  and  more  especially  upon  the  present 
important  one.  'ithe  older  standing  of  his  col^ 
league  upon  that  floor,  he^said,  placed  him  more 
in  the  relation  of  a  political  son  than  in  that  of 
any  other;  but  if  he  were  naturally,  what  he 
ought  be  considered  politically,  he  could  by  no 
Beans  yield  his  assent  to  the  present  measure,  or 
the  doctrines  growing  out  or  it,  fraqght,  as  ho 


believed  they  were,  with  so  much  mischief  to  tbo 
real  interests  and  happiness  of  the  nation.  Ho 
felt  himself  only  at  issue  with  his  colleague  as  to 
the  similitude  between  the  crine  and  causes  of 
the  war  in  1798  and  1799  with  France,  and  the 
present  crisis  and  causes  of  the  proposed  war 
with  Great  Britaih.  He  should  not  contend  that 
the  temper  and  vipWnce  of  party  had  grown  to 
the  samfc  extreme  now  as  at  the  former  period. 
The  circumstances  under  which  Congress  sat  were 
very  different ;  Congress  then  sat  where  there  were 
streets, .and  alleys,  and  people ;  and  now  in  a  ctty 
of  little  else  than  old  fields*  Yet,  however,  the 
temper  and  intolerance  of  parly  zeal  were  by  nO 
means  unlike  that  which  prevailed  at  the  former 
^riod  f.  at  any  rate  it  may  be  said  to  be  so  in 
some  parts  of  the. country.  His  colleague's  ill 
health  of  late  had  iu>t,  perhaps,  allowed  him  to 
he  as  attentive  to  the  oracles  of  the  day  as  his 
better  health  htfd  albwed  him  to  be.  As  to  party 
intolerance,  what  were  the  signs  of  the  timesat 
the  present  period  ?  A  gentleman,  than  whom  a 
more  caodiu,  open,  and  honoiable,  supporter  of 
the  Administration  was  not  in  the  House^  al- 
though he  had  declared  himself  id  favor  of  the 
force  th^  Qqvernment  had  called  for,  because  he 
refused  to  commit  himself  as  to  the  ulterior  meas- 
ures of  the  Comnoittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
ventured  to  depict  the  evils  of  a  war,  and  to  dep« 
recate  its  cbnsequenpes,  had  passed  through  the 
ordeal  of  newspaper  animadversion  from  Dan^ 
in  the  J^orth,  to  Beershtha^  in  the  South.  This 
might  be  called  a  single  case ;  but  if  it  were  ne- 
cessary to  point  out  otner  Jo  stances  of  party  dere- 
liction, persecution,  and  neglect^  there  were  more 
than  enough;  and,  among  them,  his  colleague 
l^imself  coald  not  be  otherwise  thaa  placed  pretty 
high  in  the  list;  and,  althouffb  he  nii^ht  be  )n« 
different  as  to  anything  of  the  Kind  which  related 
to  himself  personally,  that  c|rcumstaoce  could 
form  no  mitigation  or  the  spirit  of  the  times.  But 
he  was  aware  thslt  it  was  an  invidious  and  un- 
pleasant task  to  dwell  upon  subjects  of  this  kind^ 
and  he  would  forbear. 

The  sedition  law  had  heeu  cited  to  show  the 
more  violent  character  of  the  times  at  the  former 
period,  aiid  alleged  that  it  had  been  contrived  to 
silence  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  day.  He 
was  willing  tb  admit  the  worst  that  could  be  said 
of  that  law.  But  he  consrdered  the  dumb  rtUe, 
sanctioned  at  the  present  session,  under  the  name 
of  the  previous  question,  as  a  more  direct  atuck 
upon '  tne  liberty  of  speech,  or  what  is  the  same 
thinsr,  theT)riviIege  of  dehale  and  free  discussion 
in  this  House,  than  the  other  had  been  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  press.  The  former  contemplated 
silencing  the  libels  of  the  press;  the  latter  came 
home  tp  ourselves,  and  went  to  put  down  a  mem- 
ber, in  his  placfe ;  to  silence  all  debate,  however 
interesting  to  his  constituents.  He  had  been  mis- 
taken the  other  day,  iu  stating  that  a  member 
could  only  speak  at  the  '^  will  and  courtesy"  of  a 
majority  of  the  House.  The  rule  wad  worse  thau 
that;  one-fifth  of  the  House  could  arrest  debate, 
aud'impose  instant  silence  upon  any  subject.  The 
sedition  and  alien  laws  had  grown  out  of  the  war 


•67 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSa 


608 


H.opR; 


Additional  MHtary  Farce. 


jANtTARTt  1812. 


and  temper  4)f  those  tkaes^ add  he  bad  taken  oc- 
e^ston  to  sute  that  like  bills,  and  treiison  bills, 
too,  were  to  be  expected  in  the  (rain  of  the  many 
evils  to  grow  out  of  the  present  proposed  war. 
He  had  not  intended  to  say  that  a  treason  bi4l 
ought  not  to  pass,  if  we  commeBce  the  war; 
Once  inroWed.in  that  slate  of  things,  it  would  nc^ 
be  expected  that  our  own  citizens  would  be  aN 
kiwed  to  supply  and*  cherish  the  enemy  with  iin- 
punity. 

His  «olle9gue.^Mr.  Macon)  had  argued^  that 
no  one  apprehended  Invasion  from  France  in  th» 
years  1708  and  1799,  and  ther^ote  the  armiee 
then  authorised  were  not  to  have  heen  Justitted. 
This  position  could  only  be  correct  as.tt  respected 
the  Republican  minority:  They,,  daubtless,  did 
not  believe  it;  but  the  Qovern meat  avowed  their 
fears,  and  justified  themselves  in  raising  a  regn-^ 
lar  army  of  only  ten  tfaousiand  men  as  a  due  pre- 
caution against  such  aa  event.  As  the  iidajority, 
they  were  responsible  for  the  security  of  the 
country,  and  no  one  had  a  righ^  to  say  what  they 
did  o^  did  not  believe.  Though  we,  who  were 
the  minority,  an-army-oppoaing'  nwnorUy^.vrere 
without  any  such  fears  or  belief,  how  stood  the 
faeu?  Our  then  Envoys  to  France,  in  ^heir  de- 
spatches to  the  Government  ^ich  are  now  on 
the  files  of  ^he  House^  cominunicated  conversa- 
tions they  had  held  with  the  underling  agents  of 
Talleyrand,  nfhioh,  under' existing  circumstances, 
went  fuUy  to  authorize  such  apprehensiops.— 
About  this  time,  too,  it  was  khowo  that  one  of 
the  finest  armies  that  ever  had  been  raised  in 
France,  had  been  sent  upon  some  distant  expedi-^ 
tion,  and  iio  one  knew  where,  for  a  oonsideral)le 
time.  It  was  at  length  ascertained  that  it  had 
gone  to  Egypt,  with  Bonaparte  at  their  head. 
But  whether  Federal  distrusts  and  apprehensions, 
as  to  what  the  (Government  of  France  intended, 
or  their  agents  might  menace,  were  such  as  they 
professed,  or  not,  it  was  n6t  for -him  to  say.  But 
ne  stood  prepared  tofepeat  what  he  had  atated 
on  the  previous  day,  ana  could  prove  it,-if  neces^ 
sary,  upon  the  most  unquestioned  authority<^a« 
thority  entitled  to  the  fullest  Republican  cred- 
ence, he  wot}^d  state^that  the  Freneh  Dipeotory 
did  meditate  ending  a  fbrce  to  this  ioudlry  at  that 
time.  He  had  stated  what  he  did  state  deliber- 
atefy^and  had  nothing. to  retraet,  on  the  sub- 
jeot.*  '  \         '    ' 

*  We  are  informed  that  Doctor  Logan  is  the  author- 
ity above  alluded  to..  The  occasion  of  his  ^isit  to 
France  at  that  time,  and  hia  interviews  with  thi^t  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  characters  near  it,  (says  our  inform- 
antr)  make  him  the  best .  authority  for  such  a  piece  of 
information.  .  He  affirms,  the  observation  to  be  correct, 
"  that  the  French  Directory  in  1798  were  not  without 
some  views  of  sending  a  military  force  to  the  United 
States,  not  with  any  intention  of  conquest,  but  as  in 
Holland,  in  case  of  certain  events,  to  support  a  party 
they  considered  devoted  to  the  interest  of  France.  The 
impression  made  on  his  mjnd  at  the  time,  resulted  from 
conversation  with  the  Marquis  Lafayette,  at  Hamburg; 
with  Mr.  Sohimmelpenniok,  the  Batavian  Minister 'at 
Paris ;  and  with  Mr:  Merlin,  the  best  informed,  moat 
aaUve  and  infl«eatial  member  of  the  Sxecntive  Dke^ 


Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  .to  draw  his  par«iiel  be- 
tween thecrtfia  which  produced  the  quasi  wav 
in  1798,  with  France,  and  th«i  ertrtt  which  ia 
no^  to  carry  us  into  a  war  with  Gkeat  Britain; 
and  declared  that  he  could  not,.Jn  his  conselenee. 
believe  the  ground  and  causes  -of  the  psesent  ww 
were'eqlial,  in  either  magnitude  or  character,  to 
those  of  the  former  period;  He  wotild  again,  he 
saidj  beg  leave  to  re^,  aad  bring  to  the  view  of 
the  House  one  or  two  of  the  many  outrageous 
decrees^  or  arrets,  of  that  Qoyermaeiit  ia  1798. 
"  The  character  of  vessels,"  say  they,  ^in  what 
^  concerns  their  quality  aa  neutral  or  enamyisfasU 
^  be 'decided  by  their  cargo;  in  oonseqHence,  ev#« 
'  ry  vessel  found  at  sea,  ladef^  in  Whole  or  in  pact 
^  with  ^erehandise/coming  from  England  or  her 

*  possessions,  sha^l  be  declared  good  prize,  whti- 
^  ever  naiiy  be  the  proprietor  of  tho^  produetiODa^ 
'  or  merchandise;"  Under  edicts  of  this  kind,  for 
there  were  others  of :  a  ;fimilitr  character,  the 
French  cruisers  carried  on  a  system  of  plunder 
and  depredation,  surpassing,  to  an  immense 
amount,  anything  we  beye  experienced  since 
from-  the  Brhiiih,  or  any  other,  Orders  of  CounciL 
If  it  wel-e.  otherwise)  how  cotnea  it  to  pass  that  we 
are  not  shown  to  the  contrary,  and  convinced  of 
our  errors?  The  best  answer  is,  it  cannot. be 
isbown.  Let  it  appear  when  it  would,  the  amount 
of  Qiir  injuries,- at  that  perio4  and  the  jpresent, 
would'  bear  but  a  poor  comparison. 

But,  still,  to  show  the  more  aggravated  charac- 
ter of  the  former  crisis,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
read  another  of  those  French  decrees,  having  ref- 
erence to.  our  seamen  only. ,  It  deelnres,  ^  every 
'  person,  native  of  friemlly  countries, allied  to  the 
*' French  Republic,  or  neutral,  holdiog'a  conimis-* 
'  sion,  given  by  the  enemies  of  France, or  making 

*  part  of  the  crews  of  tlie  vessels  of  war, -or  other 
'  ehemy  vessel^,  shaU,  for  that  act  alone,  be  de- 
^  clared  a  pirate,  apd  trealed  as  such,  without  be- 

*  rng  allowed,  in  aAycase.  to  allege  he  was  forced 
^  by  violence,  menaces,  or  otherwise." 

Mr,  S.  said,  thus,  while  the  British  take  our 
sailors  to  make  sailors  of  them,  the  French  deter- 
mine to  take  them  and  hang  them ;  hut  whether 
this  decide  of  the  Republic  had  ever  beea  put  ia 
execution  pr  not,  he  had  no  recollection  or  knowl* 
edge,  but  it  would,  netertheleps,  hold  out  the  ez<» 
treme  career  of  folly  and  madness,  into  which 
that  Government  had  gone  at  that  time ;  and  iiow 


toir*  The  two  latter  gQiitlemen  made  particular  iiM 
quuy  respecting  the  disposition  of  the  RimubUcan  par- 
ty to  receive  the  assistance  of  France;  To  such  iasia* 
nations  he  uniformly  declared  that,  however  attached 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Stat^  were  to  France,  they 
were  only  so,  as  far  as  the  Government  of  France  acted 
with  justice,  and  consistent  with  the  principles  of  her 
RevoluUon,  that,  should  she  lose  sight  of  these,  and 
not  only  continue  her  depredations  on  our  commerce, 
but  should  violate  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
every  citizen  of  ourcbuntry  would  become  her  enemy; 
that  the  same  spirit  of  inde|»endence,  which  influenced 
the  citizens  o(  the  United  States  to  oppose  ihe  armies 
of  Britain  in  1775|  would  engage  them  at  all  times  to 
oppose  the  hostila  aittaok  of  any  other  Qovemment  on 
earth." 
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moeh  tbe  edtpuMr*^  of  th«  Uaitefd  Stale*  mast 
bareaaffier^d  under  tUch  t  geoertl  sjrste'm  of  Uw- 
\e»  aggression  and  dutrage.  Could  it  have  been 
found  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  resoi^t  to 
war,  tbe  causes  were  fullf  sufficient  to  bare  ius^ 
tified  it.  Bat  the  Republieans  denied  the  pojicf 
of  war  ./br  commeree,  raised  a  "clamor"  against 
tbe  predominant  party  for  baring  gone  into  sucb 
a  war,  and  oltimateif  succeed^  to  oast  them 
and  take  ttveir  places.  How,  therefore^  gentle- 
\  men  of  professed  Republican  principles  hare  now 
found  out  tbe  poHcy  of  going  to  war  for  com- 
'  nunXf  and  fof  a  isommarce,  too,  under  far  less 
embarrassment  abd  annofanoe  from  tbe  &rit- 
isb  Orders  of  Oovacil,  than  formerly  nnder  tbe 
Freaeb  decrees,  it  would  be,  foe  themselves  to 
aeeoont  mnd  reconcile,  and  not  ror  biro.  Situ- 
ated, as  tbe  United  Stales  wets  ait  that  time 
as  a  neutral  nafion  with  respect  lotbe  belliger- 
ents of  fikirope,  be  was  one  who  condemned  tbe 
,  p»*iey  of  the  war,  and  bis  experience*  went  to 
oonfima  bim  in  tbe  belief  that  the  present  would 
I  be  equally  impolitic,  and  more  injurious  to  tbe 
nation,'  aa  the  present  was  to  be  a  -war  of  aggres- 
sion and  of  foreign  conquest. 

But  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  bbre  been 
told  all  negotiation  is  now  exhausted,  aofdttt  an 
end ;  we  have  continued  to  entreat  and- supplicate 
the  Government  of  Qreat  Briuin  in  vain.  This, 
he  saidy  was  true,  and  could  not  be  denied  ^  bathe 
woald  ask  gentlemenifthese  things  were  not  more^ 
degfadingly  tru^  ia  1798?  Negotiation  was  not 
only  tried  and  supplicated  in  vain,  but  our  nego^ 
tiators  themselves  Seated  with  \\ip  utmost  indig' 
nity  and  ia^ult.  .  When  their  despatches  arrived 
aid  were  published,  comnxunioating  these  indig- 
nities, they  pervaded,  tbe  Union  like  the  late  earth- 
quake, and  shookeverything  political  to  the  centre. 
What  the  Republican  minority  in  Congress  would 
not  deign  to  feel^  the  people  felt  for  them ;  and 
wheii(  tbe  elections  came  round,  eVery  State  gave 
way,  not  before  Federal,  except  the  good  Old  Do- 
minioh,  Virginia,  and  the  State  of  Kelitucky,  iheii 
called  the  chicken  of  Vireihia.  These  were  the 
oftly  two  States  in  the  Union  able  to'breast  up 
against  the  storm.  When  <he  elections  of  this 
jriar  eame  on,  Georgia  gave  way ;  South  Caror 
lina  was  thenf,  as  she  is  now,  with  her  usual  tal- 
eate,  contending  for  AonOr  and  for  Handing' ar- 
mie9^  to  support  it ;  North  Carolina,,  too,  sent  up 
her  honrage  of  respect  and  confidence  totbeGen^ 
eral  Government;  tbe  States  of  Maryland.  Del* 
aware,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York, 
added  new  strength  and  violence  to  the  times ; 
and  alt  New  England,  without  the  exception  of 
a  State,  were  in  unison,  the  decided  supporters  of 
the  war. 

Mr.  S.  said,  -so  similar  was  the  spirit  of  the 
fbrmer  and  present  times,  that  ^11  the  difference 
he  could  perceive  was,  that  the  order  of  the  busi- 
ness was  inverted.  Virginia  and  Kentocky,  then 
th0  great  opposition  States  to  a  war  for  com- 
merce, were  now  the  great  leading  States  for  the 
present  war  for  commerce.  H^  might  well  ask 
his  colleague  now,  if  there  were  as  many  as  two 
Stales  opposed  16  the  present  war?    He  did  not 


know  himself,  bat  there  was  c^rtainlv  not  more 
than  two  or,  perhaps,  three,  and  they  the  smallest 
States  in  the  Union.  There  seemed  scarcely  any- 
tbiog  in  the  causes,  and  even  circa mstanqes,  of 
the  present  war,  that>did  not  bear  a  strong  like- 
ness tp  the  former. 

Mr.  S.  said,  in^rder  to  show  the  principles  and 
tbe  doctrine  that  Vi^inia  then  advocated,  he 
would  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  House^  while 
be  read  a  iew  passages  from  the  proceedmgs  of 
her  Legislature.  Tbe  folio  wing  resol  utions  passed 
in  1799,  and  are  said  to  have  flowed  from  the  pen 
of  the  p^eot,  President : 

**  Rtiolvedf  That,  the  General  Assembly  do,  and  will 
al#avs  behold  wfth  indignatieta'  depredations  on  our 
commerce,  insoks  on  our  dtisehSy^BOfpreinentsof  our 
seamen,  ot  any  ether  injariesf  committed  on.  the  pe^*- 
-pie  or  OovemaMntof  the  United 'Elates, 'by  fereagii 
nations.!'  . 

<*  Re—hedy  ntfoofihekM,  That  our  secaiity  6om  iava- 
sioarand  tbe  force,  of  our  militia,  reader  a  sending 
army  unnecessary ;  that  the  policy  of  the  United  States 
forbids  a  war  of  aggression ;  that  our  whole  reliance 
ought  to  be  on  ourselyes,  apd,  therefore,  that,  while  we 
will  repel  invasion  at  every  hazard,  we  shall  deplore 
and  deprecate  the  evils  of  war  for  eny  other  cause." 

'Th^ie  resolutions  Were  followed  up  with  an 
addre^  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  inculcating  the 
same  doctrines  in  the  ablest  manner^  and  of  these 
five  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  circulated  through  tbe  Slate.  It  would  not 
be  amiss,  he  hoped,  to  read  a  paragraph  or  two. 

"A  lover  of  mon  arphy /*  says  the  addrsM, "  who  opens 
tbe  tr(M0ure8  of  cotruptioii,  by  diirtrtbatuig  emelumeat 
among  devoted  partiMn%  may,  at  tbe  same  time,  be 
approaehiiig  his  object,  and  deluding  the  people  with 
professions  ofrepublioanism.  He  may  confound  moO'* 
srchj  and  repuuicanfsm,  by  the  art  of  definition.  Ho 
may  varnish  over  the  dexterity  which  ambition  never 
fiiils  to  display,  with  the  pliancy  of  language,  the  se- 
duction oir  expediency,  or  the  prejudices  of  the  times. 
And  he  may  come  at  length  to  avow,  that  so  extensive 
a  territory  as  that  of  the  United  States  can  only  be 
governed  by  the  energies  of  monarchy ;  that  it  can- 
not be  defended,  e7[cept  by  standing  armies ;  and  that 
it  cannot  be  united,  except  by  consolidation."       ' 

The  more  obnoxious  meaisures  are  then  stated, 
and  the  address  thus  winds  up : 

**  Pledged,  «a  we  are,  fellow-citixens,  to  these  sacred 
engagements,  we  yet  humbly  apd  fervently  implore  the 
Almighty  Disposer  of  eVents  to  avert  from  our  land 
war  and  usm'patton,  the  scourges  of  mankind ;  to  per- 
mit our  fields  to  be  cultivated  in  peace ;  to  instil  mto 
nations  the  love  of  friendly  intercourse  ;  to  suffer  our 
youth  to  be  educated  in  virtue,,  and  to  preserve  our 
morality  from  the  pollution  invariably  incident  to  hab- 
its of  war;  to  prevent  the  laborer  and  tbe  husbandman 
fit>m  being  harassed  by  taxes  and  imposts;  to' remove 
from  ambition  the  means  of  distm^g  the  oommon- 
weaith  ;  to  annihilate  all  pretexts  for  power  afibrded 
by  war;  to  maintain  the  Constitution,  and  to  bless  our 
nation  with  tranquillity,  under  whose  benign  inflaence» 
we  may  readi.  the  summit  of  happiness  and  glory,  to 
which  we  are  destined  by  nature  andnsture'sOod." 

To  this,  said  yit,  S..,  instroetions  to  all  her  Sen* 
ators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  wer^  su- 
peradded, Urging  them  to  procure  a  reviaiott  ef 
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the  act  suspeiKiiDi^  commercial  intereonrse  with 
France,  as  haviDg  bad  the  effect  lo  reduce  ti>e 

f»rice  of  tobacco,  a  principal  staple  of  the  State, 
irom  ten  to  three  dollars;  to  procure  altso  a  re- 
duction of  the  Army ;  prevent  an  augmeqtation 
of  the  Navy,  and  to  effect  a  proportionate  reduc- 
tion of  the  taxes.  These  v^^Ws  we^^  all  second- 
ed in  Kentucky,  and  the  doetriaes  of  peace  car- 
ried farther,  perhaps^,  than  Virginia  herself  had 
carried  them.  The  zeal  and  the  talents  with 
which  she  enforced  her  opposition  to  the  measures 
of  the  day  could  scareljr  have  been  surpassed 
upon  any  occasion.  It  is  certain  the  celebrated 
resolutions  of  that  State  against  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws,  were  couoh^  in  language  more 
strong  and  decided  than  appeared  irom. any  other 
quarter.  A-f  to  these  things,  Mr%  ^Ipeaker,  said 
Mr.  S.,  yourself,  and  other  gentlemen  from  the 
State  would  be  able  to  beir  witness.*  But  while 
these  tbing9  were  passing  in  t|)ese  two  solUarv 
Republican  States,  as  then  they. used  to  be  termed, 
what  part  was.  the  minority  in  Congress  acting? 
They  were  all  alive  to  the  peace,  and,  lis  they  be- 
lieved, to  the  true  and  permanent  interest  oi  the 
nation,  and  at  a  moment  when  a  declaration  of 
war  was  expected  from  the  majority ;  they  pre- 
occupied the  floor,  and  laid  a  resoluiion  on  the 
thble;  in  these  words:  '^  ReBolvedy-Thfki  it  is  in- 
expedient to  resort  to  war  with  the  French  Re- 
public." This,  too,  was  accompanied  with  ano- 
ther, requesting  the  President  to  institcrte  a  new 
mission  to  France.^  The  cry  was  then,  as  it  is 
now,  that  this  was  the  doctrine  of  "submission,^' 
and  ^non-resistance,"  thai  it  would  be  crouching 
to  our  enemy,  which  the  honor  and  independence 
of  the  country  forbade.  Mr.  Adams,  however,  did 
commission  the  other  Envoys  to  France.  They 
were  received,  and  succeeded  to  form  a  treaty. 
And  the  great,  siolid,  and  permanent,  interest  of 
the  United  States  prevailed  over  what  was  then 
deemed  the  bubble  idea  of  honor,  and  had  not 
been  since  called  up  to  assume  a  serious  aspect 
until  the  present  time. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  theBritish  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil are  to  be  contrasted  with  the^French  decrees. 
It  would  be  acknowledged  they  both  exhibit  to  us 
a  deliberate  system  of  plunder,  and  though  alike 
in  their  effects  iipon  our  commerce,  and  were 
alike  violations  of  all  usage  among  civilized  na- 
tions, disposed  lo  be  just,  he  did  not  believe  gen- 
tlemen would  contend  those  of  the  French  were 
less  violent  or  outrageous  in  either  the  letter  or 
execution.  For  his  part,  he  believed  they  Were 
far  more  so.  That  French  depredations  at  that 
time  exceeded  those  of  the  British  at  any  subse- 
quent period,' there  can  be  no  question.  ,Mr.  S. 
said,  he  held  in  his  hand  some  proof  of  the  extent 
of  French  depredations,  which,  he  said,  gentle- 
men would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  deny  as 
authentic.  He  then  referred  to  the  convention 
of  1803,  between  France  and  the  United  States, 
where  she  stipulated  that  we  should  pay,  as  part 
of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  $3,750,000  to  oor 

*  General  Desha  Was  andeifttuod  to  be  in  the  Chair 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  at  the  time* 


own  merchanrs  for  spoHationt  her  cruisers  had 
committed  upon  them.  This  sum  was  now  known 
not  to  have  been  sufficient,  and  that  her  spolia- 
tions had  far  exceeded  that  amount.  He  would 
ask  gentlemen  to  show  that,  under  the  Orders  in 
Council,  half  that  amount  had  been  seized  and 
condemn^.'  It  was  not  enough  to  say  that  the 
prtncii^e  was4he  same,  whether  one  or  fifty  v^- 
sels  bad  been  unjustly  captured«nd  condemned— 
that  would  not  be  denied.  A  single  act  of  waa- 
toUj  wilful  injustice  on  the  part  of  a  nation,  might 
be  justified  as  a  good  cause  of  war,  as  in  the  ease 
of  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeal^e;  yet  the  polky 
of  such  a  war,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
might  be  questioned f  and,  in  that. case*  was  not 
justified  under.Mr.JeSbrsop,  although  a  case  of 
insult,  which  was  superadded  :to  4he  very  wrongs 
for  which  we  are  now  to  go  to  war.  Under  the 
greater  wrongs  and  insults  we  are  taught  to  fior- 
bear-^the  tj^ue  ^^  policy  of  the  United  States  forbid- 
ding a  war  of  aggression"— under  the  lesser,  wt 
are  to  fight  for  our  honor,  according  to  the  new 
policy^ 

'The  abuser  we  have  suffered  under  the  British 
systein  of  impressment,  said  Mr.  S.,  was  a  just 
M>uree  of  complafnt,  and  a  grievance  seriously  to 
be  regretted  by  every  feeling  American;  but,  un- 
der all  circumstances,  it  was  not  deemed  a  suffi- 
cient caus^  of  war,  under  General  Washington, 
when  it  commenced,  nor  under  Mr.  Adams,  nor 
under  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  carried  to  its  greatest 
extreme^  Mr.  S;  then  turned  to  the  last  report 
upon  the  subject,  made  in  April  1810,  where  it 
Appeared  nine  hundred  and  three  was  the  amoaot 
of  the  return^  of  which- ^'  two  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-seven had  been  discharged  on  application,  thir- 
ty were  duplicAtes,  thirty-four  had  voluntarily  en- 
tered," and,  among  the  rest,  some  were  found 
"totally  ignorant  of  the  United  States;"  some 
desertions,"  some  ^*  taken  in  privateers,"  and  some 
".with  fraudulent  and  erased  protections."'  He 
had  appealed  to  this  report,  he  said,  with  no  other 
view  than  to  show  that  a  great  proportion  of  the 
complaints  on  this  Subject  proceeded  from  per- 
sons not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore not  entitled  4«  our  protection ;  and^  withal, 
to  show  4he  great  number  of  tpeir  subjects  we 
are  in.  the  constant  habit  of  employing  on  board 
of  our  vessels,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  the  sub- 
ject presemed  as  a  n»tter  of  negotiation  between 
the  two  couiilries.  Under  these  circumstances, 
we  khew  it  had  not  been  deemed  a  good  and. suf- 
ficient cause  of  war,  under  General  Washington's 
Presidency,  nor  under  any  subsequent  Adminis- 
tration, until  the  present.  It  had  been  ahwaya 
hoped  the  matter  might  be  negotiated  and  ar- 
ranged in  some  amicable  way*  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr. 
S.  trusted,  would  be  received  as  good  authority 
Upon  the  subject,  at  this  time  of  day.  A  para- 
graph or  two  from  the  letter,  explanatory  of  his 
rejected  treaty,  would  serve  to  show  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  not  disposed,  even  to  the  last  of  his 
Administration,  to  break  the  peace  of  the  coun-^ 
try  on  that  ground : 

«  The  impressment  of  seamen  (says  Mr.  Monroe  in 
that  letter)  from  oor  merohant  vaaesls,  is  a  topic  whueh 
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dmims  a  primary  attention,  -fhtm  tlie  order  whick  it 
boldt  in  yonr  letter,  but  more  especially' from  tome 
impoftant  coniiiderationt  that  are  connected  with  it. 

,  The  idea  entertained  by  the  public,  is,  that  the  rights 
of  the  United  States  were  abandoned  by  the  American 
Commissionera  -in  the  late  negotiation,  and  that  their 
seamen  were  left,  by  tacit  acquiescence,  if  not  by  for* 
malrennnpiation,  to  depend  fqr  their  sal<Bty  on  the  tder- 
cy  of.  the  British  cruisers.  I  have,  on  the  contrary, 
always  belieTed,  and  s^ill  )h>  believe,  that  the  ground 
on  whicb  that  interest  was  placed  by  the  paper  oi  tl)e 
British  Commissioners  of  November  8,  1806,  and  the 
explanations  which  accompanied  it,  was  both  honor- 
.  able  and  advantageous  to  the  United  States ;  that  it 
contained  a  concession  in  their  favor,  on  the  part  of 
Oreat  Britain,  on  the  great;  principle  in  contestation, 
never  1>efbre  made,  by  a  formal'  and  obligatory  act  of 
Ae  Government,  which  W|m  highly  &vorable  to  their 
interest ;  and  that  it  also  impoMd  on  her  the  obliga- 
tion to  conform  her  practice  under  it,  until  a  mere  com- 
plete arrangement  should  be  ooneluded,  to  the  just 

^       dnrna  of  the  United  Slaves." 

He  further  adds,  in  another  phce:  ' 
'*  It, was  the  more  \o  be  presumed,  that'  the  Govern- 
ment was  willing  to  actept,  in  the  mode  which  it  pro- 
posed, th«  condition  whi<;h  we  might  be  able  to  obtain 
in  the  other,  from  the  consideration,  that  the  latter  wejre 
under  its  view  at  the  time  the  instructions  were  given, 
by  the  paper  of  the  British  Commissioners,  of  Novem- 
ber 8,  and  our  letter  of  the  1 1th,  and  the  certainty  with 
wHich  it,  (the  Government,)  as  well  as  we,  must  have 
been  impressed,  that  more  favorable  conditions  could 
not  be  expected."  'And  again:  *'The  Government 
was  equally  willing,  with  us,  to.  enter  into  some  ar- 
langement,  T^lch  would  preserve  (he  peace  of  the 
country,  although  it  should  not  accomplish  the  olject 
which  had  been  so  ardently  .deaired." 
More' on  this  head  need  not  be  added,  as  it4s 

I  most  manifeat,  if  war  was  to  grow  out  of  im- 
presf»ineot,  that  it  ought  to  have  been  declared 

I,      while  the  Chesapeake  affair  hjjog  over  ua,  as  that 

I  disgraceful  pccorrence  g^rew  out.of  impressineDt. 
But  Mr.  Jefferson  cherished  a  different  policy, 

I       and  would  not  call  Coogress  on  the  occasion* 
Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  we  are  to  raiae  the 
proposed  arnty,  commence  a  war  of  conquest, 
take  posseseioii  of  the  Canadaa,  and,  afterwards. 

I       as  the  ffeotleman  from  New  Hampshire  (JAt, 

\  Hari^br)  tells  as,  we  are  to  turn  our  attention  to^ 
the  Bahama  Islands,  and  conquer  them  also,  when 

,  and  where  is  this  spirit  of  conquest  and  dominion 
to  end  ?  If  we  indulge  Hi  it)  then  are  wa  to  be 
overwhelmed  with  all  the  miseries  of  poor  miser- 

I  able  Europe ;  tor  there  can  be  no  end  to  wars  of 
ambitioa  and  conquest.  -  From  a  consciousness, 

I  on  the  part  of  Qr eat  Britain,  that  we  could  take 
possession  of  the  Canadas,  he  believed  she  had 

,  lorbome  to  make  direct  war  upon  us  before  now. 
She  was  not  very  squeamish  on  the  object  of 
war ;  and  when  we  prohibit  all  trade  wjtn  her, 

,  which,  be  believed,  it  Was  just  and  right  to  do, 
she  had  no  interest  in  a  peace  with  us.    Thus 

\       the  Canadas,  he  observed,  had  ^rved  us  as  a 
pledge  for  her  better  behaviour.   He  would  rather 
they  should  remaiu  that  pledge,  than  possess  our- 
selves of  them,  and  then  not  know  what  to  do 
^     with  tbem  afterwards.    It  was  impossible  for  the 
12UiCoN.  lsiS£s$.--22 


United  States  to  bold  and  govern  them.  If  we 
did,  we  must  infuse  a  little  more  energy  into  our 
system  of  Qoveroment  than  it  had  at  present— 
the  energy  of  standing  armies  and  standi og  taxes. 
<3reat  Britain,  sir,  said  be,  deserves  war  at  our 
hands,  deserves  to  be  chastised,  and  made  to  be 
just,  if  we  had  the  power  to  do  iu  -  But  we  are  a 
young  nation,  and  have  dot  the  power.  To  at- 
tempt it,  is  but  to  throw  aside  our  pacific  charac- 
ter, and  put  on  that  of  a  belligerent  military  one  ; 
in  fact,  to  inflict  ruin  upon  ourselves.    She  strug- 

?[les,  sir,  for  her  existence ;  and  if  she  meets' her 
ate,  H  will  have  proceeded  from  the  madness  of 
her  own  cordis,  and  the  folly  of  her  own  meas- 
ures. Her'conduct  conciliates  no  American  feel- 
ings in  her  behalf;  it  ought  not.  But  shsill  we, 
therefore,  permit  ourselves  to  fall  into  the  same 
madness  in  our  councils,  and  commit  like  folly 
in  our  measures  ?  Can  we  persuade  ourselves, 
that  a  *^  wa^  of  aggression"  and  conquest  can  suit 
the  ^re^t  agricultural  interests  of  our  country  ? 
"^^Il  it  subserve  the  interests  of  commerce  itself^ 
or,  indeed,  any  other  interest,  in  the  present  vtate 
of  the  world  ?  Thougl^not  impossible  to  hope, 
it  was  certainly  not  reasonable  to  expect  it.  The 
vexations  of  our  commerce,  from  the  one  or  the 
other  of  the  beili^^erents,  since  the  French  Revo- 
lution commenced,  had  continued,  without  inter- 
ruptiocK  during  their  wars  to  the  present  time, 
and  afforded  just  cause  of 'War  to  the  United 
States,  but  the  policy  and  expediency  of  it  was 
denied,  on  the  Republican  side  of  the  question,  at 
ail  times;  ^ 

Notwithstanding,  sir,  what  gentlemen  nfiay  say. 
we  are  at  present  the  freest,  happiest,  and  most 
prosperous  people  .  upon  earib,  combining  the 
view  of  our  internal  improvements  with  our  ex- 
ternal commerce.  It  may  be  well  said,  our  mer- 
chants are  the  Jasofts  of  the  day,  and  are  literal" 
ly  fetching  away  from  Portugal  and  Spain  the 
golden  fleece,  and  leaving  Great  Britain  and. 
France  to  contend  for  the  carcass.  Such  was  the 
price,  and  such  the  demand,  for  our  wheat  and 
flour  in  tho&e  countries.  The  .truth  is^  sir,  that 
the  ^reat  commercial  question  is  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  and  her  continental 
system.*  Her  n^unicipal  regulations,  and  her  ex- 
clusion of  our  commerce,  deprives  the  .Southern 
States  of  their  greatest  and  best  markets  for  their 
tobacco  and  Motion.  These  articles  are  not  worth 
taking  to  market,  and,  without  «ome  change  in 
Bonaparte'^  system,  never  like  to  be  so  again* 
That  this  is  tbe  slate  of  the  case,  gentlemen  can- 
not denjr;  a  communication. from  the  ^French 
Minister,  and  otbei;  documents  on  the  table,  go  to 
show  it.  The  President,  in  his  Message,  has 
recommended  to  Congress  to  adopt  countervail- 
ing measures,  but  nothing  has  been  yet  done. 
British  injustice  has  been  justly  met  with  the 
noQ'im'portation  law — a  countervailing  system, 
such  as  has  been  relied  upon  heretofore,  lender 

*  By  a  late  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
it  appears  we  export  of  our  native  productions  to  Great 

Bntain -$20,308,275 

To  France  and  Italy*  only     •       -    '  -      1,194,276 
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Mr.  Jeflerspn's  Administration,  to  ftave  the  United 
Slates  from  the  calamities  of  a  war — and  was 
such  a  one  as  must  operate,  and  did  operate,  vith 
as  much  effect,  upon  the  enemy  as  the  contem- 
plated war  could  do,  and  with  far  less  eyil  effects 
upon  our  own  interest^^nd  happiness.  The  law 
in  question  did.not  itself  propose  to  the  helliger- 
ents  to  go  farther  than  to  enforce  non*iotercourse 
with  that  one  which  should  not  repeal  her  edicts; 
and,  for  one,  he  was  not  disposed  to  go  farther. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  opposed  the  war,  and  the 
measures  leading  to  it,  as  impolitic  and  unjust, 
in  Mr.  Adams's  lime,  and  should  not  feel  himself 
an  honestand  consistent  politician  notto  op()ose  the 
war  now  contemplated.  It  would  he  for  others  to 
reconcile  the  old  Republican  policy  with  the  new, 
in  their  own  wa^ ;  it  was  not  ip  his 'power  to  do 
it.  The  affair  or  the  Chesapeake  taken  out  of  th<5 
queslion,  the  state  of  the  case  was  plain  and  easy. 
The  amount  of  Fresch  depredations  is  known  to 
,baTe  been  nearly  four  iniilions  at  that  period,  for 
we  paid  it  to  our  own  merchanis  according  to 
the  convention  of  1803,  and  the  character  of  the 
belligerent  edicts  are  before  us.  We  can  s^e  and 
compare  them  for  obrselres.  We  predicate  the 
present  war  without  equal'e^/a,  upon  an  alleged 
ampunt  of  wrongs.  , 

If,  sir,  we  pass  the  bill  before  Os  to*  raise  the 
twenty^five  thou$and  men,  it  will  be  rather  a  Con- 
gressional than  a  Presidential  army.  The  Pres- 
ident, under  his  yfew  of  the  occasion,  recommends 
an  additional  force  of  ten. thousand  men  as  suffi- 
cient 10  put  the  country  in  that  armor  and  atti- 
tude which  be  deemed  propter  to  nieet  the  crisis ; 
and  still,  not  with  viewsof  inxmediaie  war.  so  far 
as  we  know,  we  make  it  twenty-five  thousand, 
and  declare  them  tor  purposes  of  imnoediate  war. 
All  this  may  be,  as  it  should  be,  a  just  aqd  wise 
course,  but  it  appeared  to  him  like  supporting  the 
'  Administration  over  much.  He  was  willing  to 
support  it.  and  go  with  the  majority  so  long  as 
they  adhered  to  the  principles  which  brought 
them  into  power,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  Stow.— Mr.  Speaker,  aa  t  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  occupying  the  time  of  this  House,  I  trust 
they  will  listen  to  the  few  observations  I  am  about 
to  make' with  patiepce.  The  subject  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  and  as  it  is  my  misfortune  to 
differ  in  opinion  with  most  of  my  politieal  friends, 
it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  this.  House,  to  my  constitu- 
ents, and  to^myself)  to  make  some  explanation. 

We  are  this  day  called  u^pon,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
decide  the  mosfr  momentous  question  Which  has 
ever  came  before  the  Legislature  of  this  country 
since  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  On  our 
decision  hang  the  future  destinies  of  our  country. 
Peace  and  war  are  alike  before  us.  Our  determi- 
nation is,  in  my  opinion,  to  pronounce  whether 
this  country  shall  have  peace,  plenty,  laws,  liberty 
and  rational  religion  ;  or  whether  we  shall  have 
not  a  single  war,  of  two,  six  or  eight  years,  as, the 
case  may  be— but  whether,  by  one  war,  we  shall 
create  an  interest  which  will  plunge  us  into  all 
the  future  wars  which  shall  agitate  the  civilized 
world.  But  we  are  told  that  whenever  a  nation 
is  injured,  hojior  imperiouslv  calb  it  to  war--that 


we  jQUjBt  fight — that  it  is  dishonorable  to  calculate. 
I  deny  tbat  honor  or.  prudeocd  requires  the  m* 
discrrmioate  resistance  of  iojurv^  either  io  an  in* 
div4dual  or  in  a  nation :  how  long  to  bear,  and 
when  to  resist,  is  the  province  of  reason  to  decide, 
not  of  pa8sion*-it  is  the  business  of  sound  calen- 
lation ;  it  must  be  determined  from  an  enlightentd 
view  of  all  the  attendant  circa mstanees.  Among 
th^e  eifcumstances  I  readily  adnrit,  that  the  re- 
putation of  courage,  the  character  of  avengiog 
wrongs,  is  entitled  to  grea^  consideration,  inas- 
much as  it  often  prevents  future  insult  and  injury. 
It  is  wisdom  to  determine  on  the  best  course,  and 
when  that  course  is  determined  on,  it  is  courage  * 
firmly  to  pursue  it;  and  it  is  honorable  to  listen 
alike  to  .the  dictates  of  wisdom,  as  well  as  of  cour- 
age^ I  confess'  I  am,  too  proud  to  calculate — ia 
the  language  of  unerring  truth,  "  to  sit  down  and 
count  the  oost.^  '        ^^r  * 

For  what  do  vn  go  to  war  ?  Not  for  the  com- 
forts or  confveOiences  of  li^p— not  for  our  lands, 
our  wives;  our  children,  our  faini)ies*rnotforoar 
laws,  our  liberties,  or  our  institutions  :  all  these  we 
have,  and  they  ar^  safe.  Foi^  I  do  maintain,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  our  country  is  essentially  prosper- 
ous. It  is  highly  so,  wheti  compared  with  any 
other  country.  Our  agriculture  and  manufactures 
are  daily  improving.  Where  is  the  person  in 
America  who  suffers  for  want  of  the  necessaries 
of  life  ?r-for  food,  clothing  or  shelter  1  Where 
are  the  children  wiio  want  instruction,  or  who  jgo 
hungry  to  bed?  If  we  go  to  war,  it  will  be  for 
luxuries,  not  for  necessaries.  I  know  tbaf  consider- 
able difficulties  exist  in  our  mercantile  towns 
from  the  interruption  of  trade,  and  I  deeply  regret 
them;  but  many  of,  the  evils  of  which  we  eom- 
plain  have  not  sprung  from  foreign  injary-*tbey 
are  artificial — they  have  grown  out  of  our  exten- 
sive system  of  linking.  BjT'  means  of  banks, 
credit  has  been  obtained  easily-r-money  hasr  ap- 
p^red  plenty  r  we  have  been  too  extraragant  in 
our  expenses,  and  we  have  contracted  debts  wtili 
too  much  facility.  War  will  no^  remedy  these 
evils.— it  wiH  not  pay  our  debts,  bpt  it  will  increase 
,tbe  disorder,  and  plunge  us  deeper  iipto  debt 

But  we  are  going  to  war  for  commerce.  Com- 
merce will  be  annihilated  by  war.  We  are  to 
fight  for  the  riffht  of  carrying  our  productions  to 
the  Continent,  where  no  prudienv  OMif  ^oold  cany 
them.  We  are  to  go  io  war  for  what  must  be 
destroyed  by  war;  and  we  are  about  to  fight  for 
the  right  of  going  where  we. do  not  want  to  go : 
or,  are  we  to  fight  our  cotton  and  tobacco  through 
the  hostile  fleets  of  Great  Briuin,  and  throogh 
the  municipal  edicts  of  Napoleon^  to  a  market, 
and  then  trust  fortune  for  gating  the  avails  of  it 
b^ck  ?  For  these  idle  projects — for  these  less  thnn 
^*  shadowy  forms" — we  are  abpnt  to  plunge  this 
nation  into  all  the  horrors  of  war.  For  these  we 
are  to  have  standing  armies,  and  navies,  and  im- 
pressments, (for  I  do  maintain,  that  from 'the 
nature  of  the  thing,  to  make  a  navy  efficient,  you 
must  resort  to  impressment,)  and  widows,  and 
orphans, and  taxes,  and  dehu^and  funding  systems, 
and, contractors,  and  stockjobbers,  and'speculaton, 
and  uxectttive  patronage.    Can  any  corse  be 
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added?  Yes,  o^ooarojiy,  io  due  time,  for  these 
are  tbe  stuff  which  tnonarchiesare  made  of.  And 
for  all  these  evils  the  people,  that  is,  tbe  industri- 
ous farmers  and  mechanics,  are  to  be  compensa- 
ted in  duebec,  in  Halifax,  and  in  giory.  When 
all  the  viees^  and  calamities  which  attend  the  sys- 
lem  of  an  eternal  succession  of  wars,  present 
'  themselves  before  me,  as  a  lover  of  my  douotsy,  I 
hardly  know  whether  to  wish  that  the  war  we 
are  about  to  engage  in  may  be  successful  or  noc 
If  it  shall  be  unsuccessful,  I  shall  have  to  enduire 
the  mortification  of  seeing  my  cony  try  disgraced ; 
and,  if  successful,  I  fi^ar  it  will  lure  her  on  to  a 
system  of  wars  and  debts,  which  must  epd  ia  the 
loss  of  her  liberties. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  thai  eom«aeree  Inust 
l>e  protected.   From  whQmdfoes  this  come?  Have 
the  ship  owners  asked  your  assistance  ?   Are  there 
any  petitions  frouo  merchants  on  yonr  table  ?    No. 
They,  for  once,  beg  only  that  you  will  let  them 
alone  ;  you  have  already  loved  thei9  (as  the  ape 
^        did  her  child)  so  well,  that  yoii  have  hugged  theiQ 
almost  to  death.    It  is  remarkable  that  this  spirit 
of  protecting  commerce  has  come  fVom  the  in- 
terior I    It  is  not  from  th/9  ship  owAers,  but  it  is 
from  men  furthest  removed  from  shif>s.    When  a 
man  rises  in  this  House,  you  may  almost  tell  how 
ardent  he  will  be,  by  knowing  how  far  distant  he 
lives  from  the  sea.    But  how,  Mr.  Speaker,  are 
we  goine  to  protect  commerce?    By  uking •Can- 
ada!    Underthis  pretext  (I  meant  tosay  project,) 
our  commerce  is  really  to-beswe^t  from  the  ocean 
•—it  is  to  be  annihilated !    How  will  the  oaptnte 
of  Canada  protect  commerce?    It  will  be  nke  a 
man  who,  for  the  purpose^  of  secnririg  a  rice  field, 
should  goand  fence  his  neighbor's  corn  field.    No, 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  you  will  def(?nd  your  rights  on  the 
ocean,  it  mast  be  by  a  powerful  maritime  force — 
,         it  mast  be  by  seventy-fours— it  must  be  suck  a 
^        force  as  can  cope  with  yoiir  enemy :  Jay  a  fihy-six 
I         pound  weight  in  one  scale,  and  go  to  putting 
I        pound  weights  in  tiie  other  scale,  and  vou  wifl 
,        have  done  nothing  till  ypu  have  put  in  fifty-six  of 
,        thete—yoa  will  not  have  raised  the  opposite  side  a 
single  inch.    It  is  the  same  in  maritime  afiairs— 
unless  a  nation  can  cope  with,  she  builds  stiips 
,        only  for  her  «nera3r. 

,  1  repeat,  that  it  is  the  busiaets  of  soand  oalca- 

..        lation,  to  determine  whether  the  evils  induced  by 

[        such  a  fleet,  would  not  be  greater  than  alt  we 

r        should  suffer  from  th«  w^ant  ofit.    The  6bject  6f 

a  nation,  or  ibdividaal,  ought  ta  be,  to  choose  the 

I         least  possible  evil.    Without  regarding  ihb  prio- 

I         ciple,  a  person,  because  he  had  a  rightto,travel  a 

^         certain  road,  would  not  go  round  ao<  inch,  but 

,         would  push  forward,  although  it  were  beset  by 

,         highwaymen,  and  his  advance  werecerUin  death. 

,         A  person  who  should  fight  for  mere  right,  with- 

,         out  any  calculation  of  utility,  would  stop  to  cuff 

a  bear  or  a  thorn  bush,  if  it  chanc^  to  be  in  his 

I         way.    But,  Mr.  Speaker,  some  gentlemen  appear 

,         to  have  an  utter  aversion  to  calculation-^they 

I         seem  as  if  they  did  not  dare  to  trust  themselves 

with  it^they  can  hardly  bear  to  adioqrn  from 

day  to  day.    Let  me  tell  those  gentlemen,  who 

*       have  so  much  fear  that  .the  spirit  will  cool  by  a 


I  little  delay,  and  a  little  reflection,  that  tfaev  would 
soon  cooLunder  the  walls  of  Cluebec.  If  they  can- 
not trust  themselves  in  this  comfortable  place, 
they  would  soon  be  brought  to  other  counsels 
amidst  the  sn^ws  of  Canada. 
.  Thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  endeavored  to  'ex- 
plain, though'  in  short^^n^y  views  of  the  subject. 
In  the  present  situation  of  the  world,  I  am  in 
favor  of  peace — but  the  majority  have  the  right 
to  decide^  I  shall  consider  the  vQte  about  to  be 
given  on  this  bill  as  pronouncing  their  determi- 
nation ;  and  should  it  be  .in  favor  of  war,  I  shall 
deem  it  my  duty  to  support  that  determination, 
and  to  do  all  ii^  qny  power  to  make  war  successful, 
and  to  bring  it  to  an  honorable  close. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  taid^  there  was  nothing 
more  natural  than  a  desire  td  justify  the  vote  we 
are  called  upon  to  give  upon  so  important  a  ques- 
tion a  question  as  the  present ;  even  in  ordinary 
cases  it  is  both  natural  and  justifiable ;  mucn 
more  so  in  a  case  which  is  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude, abstractly  considered,  to  excite  all  our  sorici*> 
tude,  now  become  infinitely  more  momeatous  by 
the  course  the  argument  has  taken;  for  the  ques- 
tion is,  not  only  shall  the  bill  pass,  but  shall  there 
be  war  ? 

After  the  maturest  deliberation  he  had  been 
able  to  give  the  subject^  he  must  confess  that  he 
was  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  details  of  the 
bill  before  the  House.  He  believed  it  to  be  fairly 
'liable  to  the  objections  urged  against  it  by  his 
worthy  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon.) 
Sir,  the  organization  of  the  troops  contemplated 
to  be  raised  is. new ;  ft  is  true  it  had  been  inti- 
mated to  be  an  imitation  of  the  French  organiza- 
tion, but  that  is  not  the  fact,  and,  viewing  it  as 
an  experiment,  he  could  not  but  distrust  it  or  any 
other  that  should  be  attempted  at  this  time,  it 
puts  down  the  old  system,  which  carried  us  safe 
and  triumphant  through  our  war,  and  perhaps 
might  better  through  another  than  to  take  up  one 
that  is  new,  untried,  experimental;  besides,  it 
certainly  does  establish  a  preference  in  the  oom- 
mahd  of  officers  of  the  same  grade  in  tbe  old  and 
this  new  army.;  he  thouffht  the  jealousies  suffi- 
cient already,  without  adding  new  causes;  but  as 
it  is  impossible  every  member  should  obtain  bis 
precise  wishes  in  matters  of  detail,  perhaps  no 
one  ought  sqoner  to  distrust  his  own  judffoient 
than  himself,  and  as  the  principle  of  tbe  bill  met 
bis  approbation,  he  wopld  vote  for  it,  more  espe- 
cially as  he  considered  jt  the  first  measure  of  war 
against  Great  Britaip, 

To  his  mind  there  appeared  to  be  only  these 
courses  left  for  the  nation:  Repeal  the  non- 
importation law  and  take  a  war  with  France ; 
maxe  war  on  Great  Britain,  or  submit  to  the 
principle  of  her  Orders  in  Council.  Which  alter- 
native Aen  shall  we  accept  ?  He  had  no  agency 
in  bringing  the  country  into  its  present  situation, 
but  it  was  not,  therefore,  less  his  duty  to  exert 
every  effort  lo  rescue  her  from  it.  The  period 
had  arrived  when  he  considered  indifference  as 
criminal:  that  he  who  was  not  for  his  country 
was  against  it.  He  was  not  disposed  to  repeal 
the  noQrimportation  law  at  this  time ;  because  he 
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coDsideredj  no  matter  whether^e  approved  of  tl^e 
fact  or  not,  that  the  faith  of  the  nation  was 
pledged  to  retain  it,  and  that  its  repeal  would,  of 
eoarse.  be  a  Tidatfoli  of  that-  faith  ;  nor  did  he 
believe  that  any  circttmstance  could  arise,  so  im- 
perious in  his  mind,  as  to  induce  him,  by  any 
vote  of  his,  to  violate  a  faith  so  dear,  and  hereto- 
fore so  immaculate.  Th^  repeal  of  that  law;  hap-* 
pen  when  it  may,  must  necessarily  depend  on 
circnmstandes  that  are  not  yet  known. ' 

To  yield  to  the  principle  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, fs  a  virtual  al^ndonment  of  the  rights  of  an 
independent  nation.  He  meant  not  to  drivel  out 
this  debate  by  following  some  gentlemen  through 
their  tedious  details  concerning  the  relative  im- 
portance of  the  events  of  1798  j  lettis  come  hortie 
to  the  present  tinu's.  and  inquire  what  is  that 
prfnciple  ?  Practically  considered,  it  is  the  exer- 
cise or  supreme  legislation  over  us,  involving  not 
only  all  the  attributes  of  legitimate  sovereignty 
but  despotism  direct.  And  when  honored  witn 
seats  in  this  House,  while  intrusted  with  the 
interests  and  rights,  too.  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  we  basely,  and  Without  resist- 
ance, succumb  to  British  domination  ?  The  qoes- 
tign  then  is,  ought  resistance  to  be  made  by  physi- 
cal force? 

He  could  not  bufrejoice  that  neither  the  revo; 
cation  nor  modification  of  the  French  edicts  enter 
into  the  present  discussion.  However  positive 
and  important  t^e  repeal  or  modification  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  may  be  to  us,  they  are, 
in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  now  merged  by  her 
in  considerations  of  far  different  character  and 
import.  The  demands  niade  by  that  Govern- 
ment, through  its  acfcredited  Minister  here,  has 
thrown  the  repeal  of  those  decrees  entirely  out  of 
the  dispute;  because,  contrary  to  her  solemn  and 
reiterated  promises,  whether  they  are  repealed  or 
not,  her  orders  are  to  be  continued  in  force.  What 
now  is  made  the  basis  of  their  revocation  ?  You 
are  required  to  act  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
France;  to  put  down  her  municipal  regulations; 
to  overthrow  her  Whole  system  of  internal  trade 
and  manufacture,  whereby  a  channel  may  be 
opened  for  the  introduction  of  British  manufac- 
tures into  JP'rench  ports.  Is  it  possible  that  any 
man  can  mistake  the  secret  object  of  such  a  re^ 
qui&ition  ?  Can  it  be  concealed  that  it  is  equiva- 
lent to  an  absolOte,  unqualified  rejection  oT  every 
overture  for  a  repeal  on  her  part?  What  pretext 
of  justice  has  she  for  such  a  demand  ?  Are  French 
manufactures  admitted  into  her  ports?  Will  she 
admit  them  under  any  circumstance  whatever? 
Does  she  even  permit  you,  who  are  to  procure 
this  advantage  for  her,  to  carry  your  own  manu- 
factures to  her  dominions?  No.  If,  then,  the 
renunciation  of  the  principle  of  her  orders^epends 
upon  otir  securing  to  her  the  introduction  of  her 
manufactures  into  France,  what  are  we  to,  ex- 
pect? What  other  resource  than  positive  resist- 
ance have  we  left?  We  are  then  brought  to  a, 
direct  decision,  either  to  submit  to  the  principle^ 
or  to  oppose  it  by  force.  Submit!  did  he  say? 
he  shrunk  with  detestation  from  the  idea !  Indeed 
he  felt  humbled  by  the  seeming  necessity  of 


speaking  of  it ;  but  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Sheffgy)  bad  made  it  necessary  to  expose 
such  a  ruinous  and.  disgraceful  course.  Much  as 
he  respected-'-he  did  not  mean  to  reflect  upon 
the  man — but  his  arguments  he  abhorred. 

,To  his  mind  every  hope  that  an  accommoda- 
tion ma^  yet  be  effected  with  Great  Britain  ap- 
pears perfectly  unfounded.  If  there  is  a  member 
of  this  House  too  idle  to  examine,  or  having  ex- 
amined the  documents  on  your  table,  hsa  not 
confidence  in  their  statements,  or  does  not  be- 
lieve that  every  effort  by  negotiation  has-been 
made,  such  a  man  deserves  not  to  be  convinced ; 
to  all  others,  any  illustration  of  mine  is  unneces- 
sary. Sir,  negotiation  has  been  exhausted ;  there 
is  silent  but  concluaive  testimony  to  the  fact, 
^either  within  this. House,  nor  without  it,  to  his 
knowledge,  has  any  man,  however  violently  op^ 
posed  to  the  Administration,  ventured  the  slight- 
est Intimation  to  the  contrary;  even  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  ac^le  as  he  is,  and  hard  as 
he  labored  against  the  bill,  did  not  suggest  a 
doubt.  If,  then|  negotiation  is  exhausted — it  is  a 
fact  no  where  dented — what  alternative  have  we 
but  to  fight  or^  succumb  ?  Glentlemen  need  not 
dwell  upon  the  miseries,  the  consequences  of  war. 
I  dread  th»  curses  of  posterity  more.  But,  sir, 
what  are  the  causes  of  war?  Similar  injuries 
with  those  of  which  the'old  Congress  complained, 
and  against  which  they  fought.  Great  Britain 
"exercises  unbounded  sovereignty  on  the  ocean; 
*  she  names  the  ports  and  nations  to  which  alone 
'  our  merchandise  should  be  carried,  and  with 
'  whom;  alone  we  should  trade."  The  wanton 
plunder  of  our  property — the  unprovoked  im- 
pressment of  our  fellow^citizens — the  assertion  of 
principlt  8,  and  the  practice  upon  them,  absolutely 
incompatible  with  our  independence !  Shalt  I  so 
on  ?  No.  Gentlemen  cannot  bear  to  hear  the 
nauseous  catalogue  of  Wrongs  repeated ;  notwith- 
standing they  will  not  resent  them.  The  same 
eentleman  Croin  Virginia  acknowledges. we  have 
had  sufficient  and  justifiable  causes  of  war  ever 
since  the  years  1805  and  1806.  Indeed!  what 
were  they  ?  The  interruption  of  a  trade  during 
war,  not  enjoyed  in  a  time  of  peace.  Was  the 
impressment  of  seamen  then  such  a  cause  of  war  1 
If  these  were  justifiable  causes  of  War  then,  how 
can  he  refuse  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  his  coun- 
try now,  increased  and  extended  as  they  are?  To 
his  mind  the  interruption  of  that  foreign  carrying 
trade,  injurious  as  il.was,  bears  no  comparisoa 
with  her  restrictions  on  the  exportation  of  oar 
own  products.  He  could  not  give  utterance  to 
the  indignation  he  felt  at  the  imposition  of  a 
transit  doty  on  our  commerce  to  any  part  of  the 
world  that  Great  Britain  might  choose  to  inter* 
diet.  No ;  the  gentleman  may  reply,  the  Orders 
ifi  Council  do  not  levy  contribution  on  our  trade 
noW^  they  are  modified,  so  as  only  to  interdict 
particular  places.  If  one  place,  why  not  every 
other  place?  But,  indeed)  has  that  proud,  uo* 
bending  nation,  modified  her  orders,  of  whom  he 
declared  it  was  impossible  to  divert  from  her  pur- 
pose ?  Was  it  discovered  she  had  taken  too  rank 
hold  upon  the  peaceable  habits  of  our  people? 
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That  the  imposition  of  such  a  tax  had  excited  a 
ferment  injurious  to  herself,  the  consequepce  of. 
which  no  sophistry  could  conceal  ?  Was  the  burn- 
ing of  gin  at  -Baltimore  calculated  to  induce  a 
bcTief  that  it  might  renew  the  sari^e  scenes  with 
the  destruction  of  tea  at  Boston  1  The  outrage 
was,  indeed,  too  nearly  allied  to  the  causes  of  the 
Revolution  to  be  borne.  The  orders  are  there- 
fore modified  ;  but  the  evil  still  exists,  th^  prin- 
ciple is, retained,  and  is  the  same,  whether  exer- 
cised by  her  ip  imposing  a  tax  on  our  trade,  in 
restricting  olir  commerce  to  particular  places,  or 
io  asserting  unbounded  sorerefgnty  on  theocean^ 
What,  at  this  moQtont,  is.  the  practical  operaHon 
of  her  orders  1  She  marks  out  the  course  and  des- 
tination of  your  shi(>s,  laden  with  the  produclions 
of  your  own  soil ;  if  you  vary  in  the  legist  froip 
the  limits  she  prescribes,  your  property  is  cap- 
tured and.  condemned  /Mor  contravening  tli4 
Majesty's  Orders  in  Council  1"  Shall  we  be  again 
asked  for  the  onuses  of  war  1 

The  same  ffentlemao  of  yiq|:inia  asks,  what  are 
the  objects  of  the  war?  The  objects  &re  necessa- 
rily involved  in-  the  causes  of  war ;  and,  to  his 
mind,  were  legitimate,  honorable,  just,  and  ne^e^* 
sary.  The  liberation  of  our  unfortunate,  incarce- 
rtited  seamen  is  one  object  acknowledged  by  the 
gentleojan  to  be  proper,  j  The  sufferings  of  this 
meritorious  description  of  citisens,  who  are  as 
much  entitled  to.  protection  as  any  other,  (no  mat- 
ter how  elevated,)  cannot  be  palliated,  and  ought 
DO  longer  to  be  endured.  The  right  (not  a  re- 
stricted permission  from  Great  Brftain)  to  a  free 
4hd  common  use  of  the  ocean  is  another;  the 
renunciation  of  a  principle  which  exercises  for- 
eign jurisdiction .  over  us^  another;  the  reac- 
knowiedgment,  not  in  form,  but  in  fact,  of  inde- 
pendence—^practical  sovereignty — another  There 
can  be  neither  security  for  ourri^hts  nor  out  prop- 
erty, when  the  power  of  taxation  can  be  exer- 
cised, (it  k  immaterial  under  what  name  or  cbarr 
acter,)  without  representation  ;  for  surely  the  pro- 
duce of  labor  is  his,  who  can  take  of  it  whatever 
he  pleasesk  Depiived  of  these  great  and  vital  obr 
jects,  who  has/a  mind  to  calculate  the  result? 
And  yet,  great  and  vital  as  they  are,  they  consti- 
tute only  a  part.  Will  the  gentleman  reply,  they 
are  neither  just  nor  necessary?  What  gave  rise 
to  the  Revolution  ?  Not  a  paltry  ^x  on  stftmps 
or  tea,  but  the  assertion  of  the  right  to  those  taxes. 
What  now  is  our  situation  ?  The  principle  apd 
practices  against  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
act,  are,  in  magnitude  and  importance,  innnite\y 
transcending  those  of  that  day.  To  avoid  war, 
we  have  receded,  step  by  step,  until  we  have  not 
one  inch  of  hdnorable  ground  left  to  stand  on. 
Are  we  not  degenerated  ?  He  would  be  glad  to 
learn  from  the  gentietnan  which  of  the  numerous 
outrages  we  have  sufiered  from  Great  Britain  is 

freatest.  So  numerous  are  they,  it  appeared  to 
is  mind  almost  impossible  to  determine  which 
is  worst.  We  are  now  called  upon  to  assert  these 
objects;  if  there  is  no  other  practicable  mode 
than. force,  we  are  bound  to  make  g^eat  and  cheer- 
ful sacrifices  to  sustain  that  force.  But  suppose 
unqualified  submission  is  yielded,  will  ^lat  satisfy 


her?  He  thought  not.  A  disposition  to  advance 
on  a  receding  opponent  marks  her  character; 
your  own  experience  teaches ;  yield  them  but  for 
a  cent,  or  a  moment,  and  her  system  is  fastaned 
on  your  heck  foreven  To  war  there  must  be  aa 
end;  to  thisthifriB  never  will  be.  Her  system, 
sir,  is  levelled  at  your  most  valuable  interesu ;  in 
a  peK^uniary  point  of  view,  it  carries  poverty  and 
wretchednessei^ry  where;  in  iftvery  other  it  ought 
to  be  spumed  with  detestation.  Indeed,  sir,  it  is 
fastening  a  gangrene  at  the  helirt  of  the  natioAi 
which  will  imposthumate  in  corruption  and  riiin ; 
its  life-strings  must  rot.  -  ^ 

It  has  been  said  our  Constitution  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  sustain  a  war.    It  surely  is  not  calculated 
for  ^bmission ;  if  it^be,  its  bughtest  glories  are 
gone,  and  hi^  solicitude  for  its  preservation  most 
vanish  with  its  virtues.    He  did  not  believe  this 
was  the  fact.    What  is  this  Constitution  ?    It  is 
a  system  of  governmeht  which  combines- a  vast 
variety  of  interests  and  character  in  one  ^reat 
national  family.    lot  this  family  are  manj  pecu- 
liar interests;  now.  then,  is itto be.kept together? 
He  wished  to  feel  ror  the  people  of  New  EngUad 
as  he  felt  for  the  people  of  the  South — each  have 
their  peculiar  interests.    That  of  the  Eastern  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  depends  upon  the  right  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean ;  that  of  the  Southern'  States,  ia 
the  possession  of  a  certain  species  of  personal 
property.   Jf  you  withdraw  the  protection  of  the 
General  Goverpment  from  either,  what  is  there 
left  to  cement  its  attachment  to  the  Union  ?  Will 
any  man  contend  that  the  rights  of  the  one  on 
the  o6ean  are  not  as  dear,  or  ou^ht  not  to  be 
maintained,  as  far  as  practicable,  as  inviolate  aa 
those  of  the  other  oor  the. land?  "But  it  has  been 
said,  by  the  same  gentleman,  the  people  will  not 
support  a  war  for  any  object  that  does  not  touch 
their,  soil.    There  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  magic  in 
these  words.    The  British  capture  American  ves- 
sels laden  with  the  products  of  our  own  soil,  des- 
tined to  France  V  the  people  will  not  resent  this, 
because  the  soil  is -not  touched*  •  He  would  be 
glad  to  learn  from  the  gentlemarn  what  principle 
is  there  that  will  justify  the  seizure  of  our  pro- 
duce on  its  passage  from  Charleston  to  Bordeaux 
that  will  not  equally  justify  the  capture  of  our 
vessels  bound  from  Boston  to  N^w  York  ?  What 
then  becomes  of  ybur  coasting  trade,  the  most 
important  branch  of  commerce?    It  may  afl  be 
destroyed ;  and  yet,  according  to  the  doctrines  of 
the  day,  the  soil  is  not  touch^  I  But  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  coasting  trade  is  not  sufficient  to  sat- 
isfy the  implacable  hatred  of  the  enemy;  the 
hays,  rivers,  and  harbors,  are  infested  with  pi- 
rates; everything  that  fioated  on  their  broad 
bosoms  is  also  destroyed ;  this  comes  still  neater 
the  land,  yet  the  soil  is  not  touched !  Suppose  the 
soil  is  touched,  the  hostile  standard  planted  on 
the  castle,  and  Boston  laid  jn  ashes,  will  the  gen- 
tleman be  contented  to  drive  the  enemy  to  the 
lines?  He  dare  not  follow  them ;  beyond  it  Would 
be  foreign  war !   Yes,  sir,  just  as  much  foreign 
war  as  we  propose  to  wage;  the  people  will  not 
bear  it!   This  is  just  auch  stuff  **as  dreams  are 
made  oL^*    The  soil,  air,  is  touched;  he  felt  it 
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ev«ry  roan  mast  feel  it  id  his  pockety  if  i^tin  his 
heart,  that  the  soil  is  touchedr  is  violated.  The 
yiolation  reaches  to  the  fireside  of  every  man  in 
the  Datioo,  and  the  violators  ought  to  find  that 
the  day  of  retrihution  is  come. 

But,  it  is  said,  this  war  will  not  do ;  it  will  Bot 
he  pojpolars  ihat  the  ptovoeatioDs  in  1798  were 
greater  than  they  now  are^  and  yet  the  old  Re- 
publicans opposed  th>  war  of  that. day,  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  follow  the  gentleman  ^Mr. 
Stanforb)  through  his  long  details  of  tnose 
times.  He  wab  unwilling  now  to  excite  feelings 
long  since  buried.    It  ^appeared  to  him  that  this 

gentleman's  opposition  was  induced  by  a  singu- 
la cause  indeed.  It  seems- we  nave  adopted  a 
new  rule  at  the  present  session-- one  not  prac- 
tised on  in  1798;  and  as  there  was  no  war  then, 
it  will  be  out  of  order  to  r^ort  to  it  now. 

[Mr.  Stanpo^d  explained,  that  he  had  not.  said 
there  was  no  war  then,'but  that  he  had  been  op- 
posed to  the  war.] 

He  thought  (continued  MK  WiLLiAMa)  it  was. 
not  material  to  inquirf;  whether  the  prdVocatioo 
was  greater  in  1798  than  now ;  but  -whether  ihe 
present  causes  of  war  can  no  otherwise  be  re- 
moved ;  and  if  not,  is  war  therefore  necessary  and ' 
jast^  But,  if  we  must  look  back  into  th^  amount 
of  our  losses  then ;  if  gentlemen  must  be  met 
upon  their  miserable  calculations  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence,  let  us  examine  the  statements 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina ;  if  I  mis- 
take him  I  sfaail  be  glad  to  be  corrected.  I  un- 
derstood him  to  s^y  the  proof  was  indisputable, 
that  the  injuries  then  were  gteater  than  the  pres- 
ent, because,  in  the  Louisiana  treaty,  thete  wiara 
stipulation  for  (he  payment  of  more  than  three 
millions  of  dollars  to  American  citizens,  being  the 
amount  of  depredation  on  our  commerce  by 
Prance ;  and  that  this  sum  ikr  exceeded*  the 
losses  sustained,  by  the  Orders  in  Council.  The 
gentleman  is  iniifortunate  in  his  comparison.  Al- 
though there  are  no  documents  in  the  possession 
of'the  Hoirse  which  show  the  number  of  captures 
«Bder  the  Orders  in  Coqncil,  from  the  best  est i- 
matie  he  could  make,  and  fr6m  the  opfnion  of 
mistical  men  in  the  House,  that  amount  fails 
mr  short  of  the  recent  captures  that  are  every 
hour  increasing. ,  Since  the  decision  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott,  in  the  case  of  the  Fox,  ninety  others 
(he  spoke  from  memory)  had  been  condemned. 
The  average  value  of  these  vessels  and  cargoes  is 
considered  low  at  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  in 
the  aggregate  far  exceed  the  lossH  he  has  alluded 
to.  When  it  is  remembered,  that,  during  the  op- 
eration of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  American 
merchants  withheld  their  shipments  to  Ftance— 
for  after  the  ease  of  the  Horizon  every  one  was 
alarmed — it  is  very  evident  tliat  the  orders  have 
been  as  deadly  as  in  such  circumstances  they 
could  be.  is  other  proof  required  ?  Look  to  the 
insurance  offices;  they  will  not  insure  against 
captures  under  the  Orders  in  Council  for  less 
than  a  w^r  premium. 

Why,  asked  the  gentleman  frbm  Virginia^  (Bifr.  I 
Sbeppet,)  shall  we  raise  an  army  now,  when  we  | 
refused  to  do  it  in  1798  ?  Was  it  bi^ause  we  were  I 


then  out,  but  are  now  in?  The  sheer  politician, 
the  man  who  seeks  a  seat  in  this  House  for  what 
he  can  get,  no  one  can  more  heartily  despise  than 
himself.  Such  are  the  wretches  who  alone  are* 
Effected  by  the  circumstance  of  in  and  out;  but 
the  men  who  come  here  to  represent  and  promote 
the  iiiterest/of  the  l*ountty — who  ask,  woo  seek, 
who  wish  for  nothing  for  themselves-— cannot  be 
influenced  by  any  such  unworthy  considerations. 
Argument  upon'  this  point  iq  superfluous.  He 
appealed  to  0e  gentleman  himself  fcir  the  fact. 
He  could  not  but < consider  the  inducements  to 
avoid  the  war  of  1798  to  be  very  difl&rent  from 
such  as  present  themselves  now.  What  ^as  our 
situatiDU  then?  Does  it  bear  the  least  resemblance ' 
to  the  pr^ent  ?  We  then  enjoyed  a  prosperous 
trade  with  Qreat  Britain,  which  the  gentleman 
states  to  be  to  that  of  France  as  thirty-two  to 
two.  Neutrality  was  thed  practicable  ;  we  were 
in  fact  reaping  the  golden  fruits  of  neutral  trade. 
While  an  its  rich  streams  were  pouring  into  our 
cpUEitry  from  every  part  of  the  world,  we  were 
then  growing  rhsh  and  great;  it  surely  was  in-< 
expedient  to  go  to  war ;  we  could  ^in  nothing 
by  it ;  it  was  niadnites.  Do  these  circumstances 
exist  now. 

Buft  the  people  were  jealous  of  the  Army  in 
1798.  He  wished  he  could  speak  of  the  transact 
tions  of  ttiose  dafs  without  alluding  to  the  facts 
calculated  ^o  excite  itnpleasant  fei^lings.  .  Thia 
was  not  his  objecL  Why  were  they  jealousf 
They  saw  that  the  army  was  palpably  useless,  or 
wjorse.  It  was  impossible  to  employ  it  against 
France;  not  so  against  themselves.  The  alien 
and  sedition  laws ;  the  doctrine  of  the  necessity 
of  humbling  In  ddst  and  ashes  a  g^eal  democratic 
State,  filled  them  with  alarms;  they  feared  their 
then  rulers  intended  to  change  the  Government^ 
and  that  the  Army  was  the  instrument  to  effect 
that  purpose.  The  volunteers,  too,  were  opposed— 
their  Prsetorian  bands-^becau^  the  power  vested 
in  the  States,  in  relation  to  them,  was  contra^* 
vened.  The  States  Were  robbed  of  the  absolute 
right  to  officer  thein;  he  said  robbed,  as  that 
power  which  is  v/isely  ^iven  to  the  States  as  a 
counterpoise  to  the  physical  force  olf  the  Gkneral 
Qovernment,  was  unconstitutionally  taken  from 
them  and  given  to.  the  President  alone. 

He  understood  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  SHBPPfiY)  tb  say,  we  were  going  to  war  for 
a  merfe  phantom;  for,  if  the  orders  were  repealed 
to-morrow,  the  trade  tb  Prance  was  not  worth 
having.  What  are  the  orders  worth?  said  he. 
Nothing;  they  were  only  paper  and  ink.  The 
deep  inroad  that  horrible  system  has  made  on  the 
character  a^d  interest  of  his  country  ought  not 
to  be  so  considered.  Is  it  possible  there  should 
be  one  man  left  in  the  nation  who  c&n  think  the 
revocation  of  a  principle  which  not  only  shuts 
the  continent  of  Europe  against  your  commerce^ 
but  warrants  its  extension  through  every  species 
and  grade  of  injury  and  insult,  only  paper  and 
ink !  It  may  be  easy  for  the  gentleman,  who  esti- 
mates national  honor  as  a  bubble,  to  contemplate 
the  Orders  in  CJouncil  With  perfect  indifference  i 
but,  for  himself,  he  could  not  see  in  them  any* 
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tbiDf  that  Was  not  perfectly  loathkome.    Sir^  we 
bare  talKed  so  loo ^  about  trade— Hboat  what' 
ought  and  ooght'not  to  be  minted— it  seemed  we 
iial  forgotten  wbat  it  ^?er  nad  bet*n.    Let  as  look 
ImcIc  a  little ;  perhaps  when  we  are  sensible  of 
what  we  ^ave  lost,  we  may  be  willing  to  make 
the  greater  efforts  to  reffain  it.    I  am  apprized, 
sir,  that  the  theory  of  the  balance  of  trade  be- 
tween nations,  taken  from  cnstom-house*  books, 
(we  h^ye  no  other  authority,)  has  constantly, 
and,  perhaps,  will  continue  to  deceire  the  wisest 
statesmen^  but,  so  far  as  our  reports  froifk  the 
Tr^sury  go  to  show  the  amount  of  actual  im- 
ports and  exports,  they  may  be  safely  relied  .on. 
What,  sir,  was  the  state  of  oqr  commerce  in 
18041    Upon  an  average  of  the  years  1802,  1803, 
and  1804,  it  stood  thus:  To  the 'British  domin- 
ions,  in-  Europe.  (Gibraltar  excepted.)  we  annu- 
ally exported,  of  domestic  products,  $16,430,000; 
of  foreign  merchandise,  (2260,000;  making  an 
aggregate  of  exports,  $15,690,000^  but  the  amount 
of  our  imports,. from  the  saioe  places,  was  f27,r 
400,000;  leering  a  balance  in  favor  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain of  $11,710,000;  but  notwitbstapdio^  the  ex^ 
pqrtation  of  cotton  had   increased   in  1804  to 
$6,206,660,  th^  exports  of  th^t  year  were  only 
$13,200,000.  while    the   importation    had  been 
swelled  to  the  enormous  amount  of  $27,600,000; 
kai^og^  a  balance  against  us,  for  that  year,'  $14,- 
200,009.    The  balance  in  favor  6f  Great  Britain, 
in  oc^r  trade  to  British  India,  is  stated  at  $8,500,000, 
which,  added  to  that  of  her  European,  dominions, 
constitute  a  balanee^n  her  favor  of  $1^,240,000. 
It  is  to  this  point  he  wished  to  call  the  gentle- 
■lan's  attention.    How  is  that  balance  obiained  ? 
If  he  T^ill  attempt  to  accouixt  for  it  indisputably, 
he  "QHiavfind  the  Orders  in  Council  are  not  merely 
paper  and  ink.    Again,  sir,  the  importations  from 
all  parts  of  Ifae  world,  d4]uring  the  same  period^ 
were,  from  British  dominions,  $35,970,000 ;  from 
the  Northern  Powers.  Prussia   and  Germany, 
$7,094,000;  from  Holland,  France,. 8 pain,  and 
Italy,  (now  France,)  $25475,000;  from  the  do- 
minions of  Portugal,  $1.083,000 ;  from  China  And 
olher  native  Power»of  Asia,$4;856,000}  from  all 
other  places,  $838,000 ;  making  an  aggregate  of 
$75,316,000.    The  exports  ii^  the  same  period, 
and  to  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  were,  of  do^ 
meatic  prodtfce,  $39,928,000 ;  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise, 928,533.000;  of  these  amounts*  there  were 
exported  to  tne  countries  over  which  the  French 
dominion  is  now  extended,  of  domestic  produce, 
$12,183,000,  and  of  foreign  merchandise,  $18,- 
495.000;  making  the  aggregate  exports  to  those 
places.  $30^673,000;  the  aggregate  imports  amount-, 
mg  to  $25,475,000,  leaves  a  babince  in  our  favor 
of  $5,203j000;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  bal- 
ance was  on  the  trade  to  British  dominions,  $15,* 
240,000  against  uS.    Sir,  what  has  become  of  this 
commerce?    He  entreated  the  gentleman  to  in- 
form us  how  this  iimmehse  balance  was  to  be  set- 
tled when  all  the  commerce  of  the  country,  to 
other  places  than  British,  was  cut  off?    Every 
praeiioal  nian  knows,  the  gchatlemanliimself  must 
know,  that  the  profits  of  the  trade  now  destroyed 
hy  the  Orders  in  Council  are  necessary  to  make 


up  the  deficit  of  our  exports  to  Great  Britain. 
The  gentleman  states, the  exports  of  domestic 
produce  to  France  at  $2,700,000;  to  Great  Brit- 
ain at  $32,000,000 j  of  course,  said  he,  to  go  to 
war  for  the  revocation  of  the*  Orders  in  Council 
would  be  to  barter  a  trade  of  thirty-two  millions 
for  bne  of  two  millions  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  So  that,  by  the  same  process  of  reason- 
ing^ had.  the  orders  destroved  the  whole  trade  to 
French  dominions,  it  would  be  still  more  unwise 
to  resist  them,  as  tne  trade  to  Great  Britain  would 
be  iit  a^lll  greater  proportion  than  thirty-two  to 
two.  Is  it  possible  the  gentleman  should  not  see 
that,hyhi&^argumeni,.the  greater  the  injury  suf- 
fered Trom  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  greater 
would  be  their  justification  ? 

[Mr.BHEPrBT  explained,  that  heiia^  stated  the 
exports  to  France  were  only  ^,700;000,  previous 
to  th^  existence  of  the  Orders  in  Cooncil,  and 
rtherefore  could  nqt  have  been  reduced  to  that 
sum.  by  those  orders.  He  was  satisfied  the  gen- 
tleman ff oiQ  Sourh  Carolina  did  not  mean  to 
mistake  him.] 

The  geotleman^(continued  Mr.  Williams) 
does  me  justice;,  to  misrepresent  him  is  the  far- 
thest thing  from  my  intention.  But,  Mr.  Speaker, 
there  is  no  difference  in  point  of  fact  between  the 
gentleman  frOm  ViFgiDia  and  myself,  however 
we  may  differ  ^bout  terms.  Sir,  (hat  trade  was 
destroyed  by  British  agency,  and  it  is  altogether 
immaterial  whether  the  destruction  was  effected 
by  her  blockade  oi  France^  or  by  this  or  that 
Ord^  of  Council;  the  injury  is  received,  the  de- 
struction is  effected,  the  principle  is  the  same. 
Sir,  the  injury  is  not  confined  to  the  reduction  of 
the  trade  to  France  only,  but  affects  that  to  Great 
Britaiid  also,  so  far  as  its  profits  are  necessary  to 
maintain  thftt  tra^e.  But  whar  is  the  conditioi^ 
of  the  commerce  with/Great  Britaih  now,  which 
be  estimates  at  8^,000,000?  Truly  miserable. 
The  great  staples  of  your  country,  wheat  and  fioor 
excepted,  (observe  they  are  not  articles  of  perma- 
nent export  to  Great  Britain^)  had  better  be 
thrown  off  the  wharf  than  shipped  there.  Lei 
me  isuppose  the  gentleman  to  be  engaged  in  a  par- 
ticular branch  of  comiherce;  that  his  sales  are 
restricted  to  a  market  glutted  with  from  three  to 
ten  t^mes  the  amount  of  its  consumption,  would 
not  his  ruin  be  iuevitable.?  How  is  tobacco  af- 
fected? Export  75,000  hogsheads  to  any  place 
where  only  15,000  tire  consumed,' and  the  efinactis 
obvious.  Inquire  into  the  state  of  the  cotton 
market;  where  is  the  crop  of  1810?  A  curse  to 
him  who  meddled  with  it!  Where  is  that  of 
1811?  Rotting  at  home  in  the  hands  of  the 
grower^  waiting  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. I^ir.  I  know,  I  fee!  these  to  be  some  of  th.6 
effects  or  those  orders ;  yet  they  must  not  be  re- 
sisted, it  would  be  to  barter  a  trade  of  thirty-two 
for  two !  They  are  mere  paper  and  ink ! 

But  we  are  going  to  war  for  honor;  that  it 
seems  is  a  mere  bubble.  It  was  astonishing  to 
hear  that  gentleman,  who  himself  cherishes  as 
high  notions  of  honor  as  other  men,  should  seek 
to  destroy  it  in  his  own  country.  That  which  ia 
sacred  in  an  individual,  cannot  be  less  jo  in  a  na- 
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tioD.  Is  that  proud  virtue,  that  exalted  attribute, 
without  which  there  is  neither  value  nor  patriot- 
ism in  the  iDdividoaJ,  to  be  treated  with  disre- 
spect, to  be  utterly  discarded,  when  the  great 
concerns  of.  the  nation  are  under  consideration  1 
Of  what  is  the  nation  composed  ?  Of  brutes,  sir, 
or  men  ;  high-minded,  honorable  men  ?  .  He  pre- 
sumed he  could  offer  no  outrage  so  great  to  that 
fentleman  as  the  slightest  imputation  <>n  his 
onor,  and  shall  that  which  graces  the  character 
of  a  gentlemad  be  scouted  from  this  House  ? 
Shall  we,  who  hold  our  honor  dearer  tha^  life 
■and  all  its  bleshiogs,  consider  that  of  tbe  nation 
as  a  bubble  t  Miserable  indeed  will  be  our  con- 
dition, when  there  shall  be  ''nothing level  in  ouf 
cursed  naturen,  but  villany  dir^ct.^'  Sir,  thegen- 
ileman  predches  a  dan|rerous  doctrine-;  it  goes  to 
$ap  the  foundations,  of  society,  to  embitter  the 
Sweetest  endearments  of  life.  We  have  travelled 
far  on  the  his^  road  to  rp'in,  when  individuals  are 
taught  to  calculate  their  interests  to  be  at  vari- 
ance with  those  of  the  nation  or  its  Qovernnoent. 
Such  doctrine  roust  destroy  us.  Efut,  said  the 
gentleman,  if  honor  is  not  a  mktter  of  calculation^ 
why  pay  the  tribute  to  the  Barbary  Powers  1  He 
hoped  to  be  excused,  when  he  declared  himself 
mortified  to  see  that  gentleman  stoop  to  such  an 
argument;  it  is  destitute  even  of  originality. 

When  the  embargo  was  laid,  every  species  of 
contumely  was  cast  upon  all  who  approved  it. 
We  were  accused  of  crimes,  with  a  prodigality 
of  abuse  that  was  never  before  witi^sed.  That 
we  Jiad  abandoned  their  rights  to  the  ocean— that 
our  seamen  had  been  shamefully  sacrificed — that 
our  Eastern  i>avieatiug  interest  had  been  treach- 
erously destroyed.  The  embargo  was  at  length 
given  up,  and  the  non-intercourse  law  was 
adopted.  That,  too,  was  jJvrong,  says  the  gentle- 
man; then  non-importation  was  resorted  to«— 
still  wi-on^.  He  prayed  the  gentleman  to  say 
what  would  foe-  right.  If  he  wilt  neither  stay  at 
home  to  avoid  injury,  nor  fight  when  It  is  in- 
flicted abroad,  what  will  he  do?  Sir,  I  am  for 
fighting !  No,  says  the  gentleman,  let  us  have  no 
war,  now  you  have  selected  your  enemy,  by  pur- 
chasing of  Napoleon  the  privilege  of  going  to 
France^  Is  that  a  fair  statement  of  the  fact? 
that  gentleman  cannpt  believe  it. 

He  IS  too  honorable  himself  deliberately  to  sus- 
pect others  oi  such  dastardly  conduct.  He  defied 
the  genileman  to  look  back  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Administration,  and  point  out  any  terms 
which  had  been  ofieced  to  France,  in  the  smallest 
degree,  more  favorable  than  have  been  offered  to 
England.  Were  not  the  same  terms  offered  td 
both,  and  aiways^r^^  to  England?  Is  there  any 
man  who  doubts  that  the  same  identical  terms 
which  France  has  accepted  have  been  rejected 
by  England  ?  How  then  can  it  be  said  we  pur- 
cnased  of  France  any  right  whatever?  He  did 
not  think  the  geptleman  could  be  guilty  of  be- 
lieving such  an  insinuation.  It  is  not  true.  But 
the  reverse  is  the  (act.  The  Administration  did, 
at  one  time,  offer  more  favorable  terms  to  Great 
Britain  than  to  France.  He  alluded  to  the  offer 
to  suspend  the  embargo.    Th^  terms  then  were  1 


different 4  (hose  to  Great  Britain  most  favorable. 
It  was  apprehended  France  would  accept  tbe 
terms  offered  to  Great  Britain,  without  affording 
that  security  to  commerce  which  was  eonfiiderc^ 
a  just  equivalent  for\he  repeal  of  the  embargo. 
JBnglaod  herself  selected  the  situation  in  which 
she  is  placed.  The  difference  between  the,  tone 
of  supplication  at'  London,  and  remonstrance  at 
Paris,  is,  indeed,  palpable*  Have  we  not  bowed, 
and  begged,  and  entreated)  (ot  accommodation, 
until  our  then  Minister  al  London  had  been 
charged  by  manyj  though  not  by  him,  with  a 
prostitution  of  his  functions  and  character <;  with 
disgracing  the  nation  by  his  supplications  1  Did 
■ot  every  nlan  in  thecoromumity  see  that  the  Ad- 
minfstratioii  had  done  everything  in  their  power 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Opubcil,  and 
yet  because  France  has  accepted,  and  England 
refused' the  terms  of  adjustment,  it  is  talked  of  as 
the  purchase  of  a  right!  When  the  arrangement 
^  with  Mr.  Erskine  was  effected^  did  any  one  then 
condemn  the  AdiQinistration  for  having  pur- 
chased of  Great  Britain  the  privilege  of  going  to 
her  domiiiiops  ?  On  the  contrary,  were  not  aU 
rejoiced  and  anxious  to  share  the  credit  of  that 
arrangement  ?  Sooner  or  later,  sir,  We  must  fi^C 
or  be  sacrificed ;  the  sooner  we  begin,  in  mf 
opinion,  the  better.  But  we  must  not  resist  the 
injustice  and  tyranny  of  Great  Britain — sfie  is 
fighting,  said  the  gentleman,  for  her  existence! 
for  the  liberties  of  the  world  (  Sir,  if'  her  exist- 
ence depends  upon  tbe  ruin  of  my  country,  then, 
I  say,  down  let  h^r  go/  He  thought  the  gentle- 
man was  as  wide  from  the  fact  here  as  in  any 
other  argument.  It  is  impossible,  from  the  very 
nature  of  ^ur  commerce  with  her,  that  it  should 
weaken,,  mUch  less  destroy  her.  .  A  trade  which 
oon^sts  in^  the  exportation  of  raw  materials  and 
^the  necessaries  of  life,,  receiving  its  returns,  prin* 
ci()ally,  in  her  own  manufactures,  must  necessa- 
rily advance  hec  interest  an4  invigorate  her 
strength.  If^she  would  abandon  her  mad  policy 
against  us,  that  sanUe  s|»irit^of  enterprise,  whien 
extended  into  every  region  of  the  world,  seeking 
the.  means  whereby  to  cancel  that  balance  in  her 
favor,  before  alluded  to,  would  again  ponr'its  rich 
and  tributary  streams  into  aU  her  dominions. 
Under  such  a  state  of  things  he  would  rejoice  as 
much  as  any  man  to  see  her  argri  strengthened  ; 
but  if  that  arm  is  to  coQtinue  lifted  against  his 
country,  he  cared  not  how  soon  it  was  leprosied 
and  destroyed. 

She  IS  contending  for  thelib,erties  of  the  world ! 
h^  would  as  soon  have  expected  to  hear  that  the 
.Devil  had  espoused  the  cause  of  ^  Christianity ! 
So  far  from  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  the  world, 
the  standard  of  frjeedom  had  never  been  raised  ia 
airy  country  without  her  attempting  jto  pull  it 
down.'  If  It  was  not  foreign  to  his  purpose,  he 
could  trace  her  footsteps,  wherever  she  moved, 
marked  by  blood  aod  desolation ;  all  the  miseries  of 
war  and  revengeful  massacre  have  travelled  iu  her 
train  into  every  region  inhabited  by  man.  For 
whose  fell  cupidity  were  so  many  human  heca- 
tombs sacrificed  in  India?  For  whose  more  fell 
ambition  did  she  wage  war  on  infancy  and  inno- 
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ceDoe  in  l|)e  West?    For  vfaocn  4pe3  tbe  sayage 
yell  DOW  wake  the  sleep  of  the  cradle  ?  fingl^bod ! 
,•      -.LI  ^^  extend  aod  secure  the-blessingsoif 


lodisputiibly,  to  exte 
liberty  to  the  world 


The  gentleinaa  had  said,  if  the  War  on  which 
we  are  about  to  enter,  be  just,  we  have  not  the 
means  to  canry  it  ob.  His  wojtny.coUeague  (Mr. 
LowNSBs)  had- renderecl  jt  perfectly  unnepessa/y 
for  hkn  to  meetthisargument;  he  would,  there- 
fore, ooriy  obs^rrcv  that  if.  the  war  be  just  aiid 
necessary,  it  ought  to  be  commeQced ;  if  com- 
menced) it  must  be  supoorted — cost  out  of  the 
question.  The  pov^er  ot  maintaining  it  will  find 
DO  limitation  as  long  as  you  can  raise  a  revenue 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  debt  you  may 
incur  in  prosecuting  the  war.  Sir,  it  is  Ti^orse, 
than  idle  to  talk  abouf  w^r  without  a  disposkion 
to  provide  the  means  of  carrying  ic^on  bjr  ^axes; 
they  are  inseparable.  For  hi:^  part  he  w^s  ready 
to  vote  them,  and  he  h^d  no  doubt  that  the  people, 
knpwing  that  the  Administratioo  had  done  every- 
thing in  their  power,  and  more  than  was  called 
for,  by  any  other  consideration,  than  a  Iqve  of 
peace,  to  avoid  war,  wpuld  sustain  It  as  long  as 
the  resources  of  the  nation  were  applied  with 
spirit  apd.faithfi^ness^;  .at  all  events- let  ns  do 
our  dut)r  and  leave  the  rest  to  them.  *  ^ 

But,  if  your  means  be  sufficient,  said  the  gen^ 
tleman,  your  physical  force  is  inadeqmite.  If  this 
army  is  employed  without  the  limits  pf  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  we  are  threatened  wKh  war  on  our 
Eastern  frontier ;  our  towns  will  be  burnt-r-oHr 
cities  sacked.  Oan,  the  gentleman  estimate  the 
patriotism  of  freemen  less  than  the  obedience  of 
slav^?  Is  the  physical  force  of  the  owner  of.the- 
American  soil  less  than  that  of  the  mercenary 
hireling  of  Europe?  Do  vou  doubt?  Call  up  the 
great  spirits  of  the- patriot  dead — appeal  to  the 
unbroken  valor  of  the  living-r-to  those  men,  the 
ateViing  excellence  of  whose  virtues  bore  them 
triamphant  through  the  unequalled  horrors  of 
ihe  Revolution !  He  could  jnpt  believe  th«t  seyen 
hundred  thousand  freemen  in  ^rms  were- inade- 
quate to  sustain  any  war  in  defence  of  their  just 
and  dearest  rights. 

But  it  is  sam,  if  our  ^neans  and  physical  force 
were  inadequate  to  the  war,  our  objects  cannot 
be  obtained  by  it.  Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  other- 
wise. It  appeared  to  him  much  easier  to  settle 
the  terms  of  a  new  peace,  than  to  patch  up  the 
old  quarrel.  Wheq .  he  considered  the  limited 
extent  of  our  demands,  and  the  nature  of  the  pres- 
sQjre  on  the  enemy,  he  could  not. but  believe  our 
objects  would  be  attained.  What  are  our  de- 
mands? What  have  We  been  so  long  seeking, 
rather  beggings— for  we  have  begged  negotiation? 
Truly,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  two  shoirt  words,  ^'  hands 
offl"  We  ask — no,  sir,  we  never  have  asked  of 
her  any  boon,  any  sacrifice  whatever.  ^  Hands 
ofi?'  is  the  onlv  term  or  stipulation  that  w#  sue 
for ;  fulfilled,  sue  woyld  bind  this  nation  to  her 
iate.  But  what  is  the  nature  of  the  pressure  and 
injury  that  we  can  inflict?  They  are  to  her  deep 
and  dangerous.  We  also  must  suffer ;  but,  thank 
Ood,  we  can  stand  it.  The  appetite  of  revenge 
19  keen  and  steady ;  in  most  men  inextinguish- 


able. It  vra^  not  wanting[,  however  it  may  have 
been  provoked,  to  enable  individui^l  enterprise  to 
wage  a  war,  if  net  of  absolute  ruin,  certainly  of 
vit^l  injury  to  her  commerce,  not  only  ^^  before 
our  doors,"  iq  the  West  Indies,  under  the  heights 
of  Dover,  but  to  the  Indian  ocean.  Deprive  the 
West  Indies  6f  the  supftlies  of  our  necessaries  of 
life  and  of  lumber,  and  their  profitable  cultivation 
would  be  too  milch  diminished  not  to  he  consid- 
ered. Take  our  raw  materials  from  her  manu- 
factures, and  they  are  injured^  not  merely  to  the 
amount  of  the  enhanced  price 'of  such  articles^ 
but  to  the  entire  foss  of  their  whole  exports  to 
this  coilntry.  Is  such  an  injury  too  trifling  for 
her  consideration  ?  The  conquest  of  her  North 
American  Colonies,  too,  n>ust  be  felt.  Yes,  sir, 
conquest — for  they  must  inevitably  fall.  The 
gentleman  may  depreciate  the  physical  force  of  an 
American  army  as  much  as  he  pleases;  but  rely 
upon  it,  whenever  the  storm  of  War  is  poured  od 
Canada  and  Halifax,  it  wiji'  sweep  with  the  re- 
sistless impetuosity  of  Niagara. 

But,  if 'yo.u  wage  a  successful  war,  says  the 
gentleman,  the  Army  will  probably  overthrow 
the  Constitutioa,'as  npne  but  General  Washing- 
ton,could  have  prevented  the  Army  of  theRevor 
lution  from  subverting  the  llbertiei  it  had  con* 
quered.  Mr.  W.  declared  that  observation  was 
to  him  truly  painful;  he  .wished. such  an  insin- 
uation against  such  an  army  could  have  been 
spared.  Sir,  that  army-  was  true  to  the  core.  It 
is  not  probable  that  such  a  band ''of  patriots-rthe 
only  army  that  ever  did  give  liberty  to  a  coun* 
try-MK>uld '  htfYe  iftiagined  its  destruction.  To 
this  fact  the  letters  of  Newburg  were  confctusive. 
Those  letters  were  alone  wanting  to  finish  the 
purity  of  its  character.  Suppose  there  were  two, 
or  eVen' three,  traitors  in  a  camp,  do^s  it  follow 
that  the  "^hole  army  must  necessarily  be  pol- 
luted? ^o,.sir.  So  far  was  he  from  believing 
the  liberties  of  the  country  were  in  danger  from 
the  Army,  he  would  say,- there  never  was  a  pe- 
riod, during  the  whole  Revolutionary  war,  when 
the  great  WAaHtNOTon  himself,  justly  as  he  has 
been  described  ^\  the  sanctuary  of  a  nation's  best 
love,"  could  have  been  a  successful  usurper.  It 
was  as  impossible  as  that  s(uch  a  black  project 
should  enter  his  virtuous  mind.  -  He  felt  the  |pro^ 
foundest  gratitude,  Jeven  adoration,  if  it  were  jns» 
tifiable  ipr  man,  to  that  inestimable  body  of  men 
who  achieved'  the  liberties  we  enjo^.  Their  ar- 
duous toils;— their  hardships — his  feelings  were 
too  much  excited  to  go  on.  He  believed  be  could 
nev^r  have  stood  here  a  freeman  but  for  that 
army. 

If,  sir,  we  are  to  take  counsel  of  the  s^en tie- 
man,  from  Vireinia,  we  are  in  a  most  awful  sit- 
uation ;  notwithstandinof  the  proud  glories  of  the 
Revolution,  we  m^t  submit  to  every  indignity — 
every  daring  infraction  of  our  rights.  It  would 
seem  we  are  destitute  of  resources;  without 
means  to  support  the  war)  even  our  physical 
force  is  inadequate ;  but,  was  it  adequate^  were 
the  means  ample,  they  must  not  be  exerted;  the 
Government  would  be  subverted ;  the  veil  of  the 
temple  of  the  Constitution  would  be  rent  in 
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twain.  Although  the  best  iaterestr  of  this^ nation 
are  crushed  beoeatli  the  paw  of  the  British  Iton, 
we  must  DOC  resist;  he  then  k  wisest  who  can 
soonest  f)ow,  with  all  the  stupid  serenity  of  ser- 
vitude, and  take  the  yoke !  Bvery  faculty  of  mv 
soul,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  indignant  at  this  counsel, 
and  for  one,  I  say,  I  will  not  submit  ( 

The  (juestion  was  now  taken  on  the  |Mipsage  of 
the  bill,  and  determined  in  the  affirqiatir^— yeas 
94,  nay^  34,  as  fbllows :    ^ 

YiAB — Willis  AlftoiT,  WilHam  Anderson,  Ster- 
eilson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  EzeKlel  Bacon,  BaTid 
Hard,  JoMah  Bartlett,  Harwell  Bassett,  WilUani  W. 
Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Hsfmanas  BLeecker,  Thos. 
Blonnt,  Robert  Brown,  Willism  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Laogdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Joha  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
DMha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James  Bmott, 
Wiliiam  Flndley,  J^mes  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gh'olson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  BoUin'g  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Har- 

5er,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
ohnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ngston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  MeCoy,  8amuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunsh  Metcalf,  James 
Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New-. 
ten,  Stephen  Ormsby,  WilKam  Paulding,  jr.,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Josiah  Qniney,  William  Reed,  Saiiuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneeer  Sage, 
Thomas  Stinmons,  Ebeoezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  \VHliaB  Strong,  George  Sullivan,  Peleg  TsU- 
man,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlaodt,  David  R. 
Williams,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

N^Ts — Abijah  Bigi^low,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William 
Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jadtson,  jun., 
Phitip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Ns- 
thaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  O.  Mose« 
ley,  Thomas  Newbold,'  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kfai,  jun.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  William 
Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stan- 
Snrd,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Tsggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wbea- 
ten,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

'  Tuesday,  January  7. 

Mr.  Baoon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  expenses  incident  to  the  six  companies  of 
mounted  ran^^rs,  during  the  year  1612;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow* 

Mr.  Qholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioDers  west  of  Pearl  river;  whieh  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  D  i 


triet  of  Columbia,  presented  a  brll  to  incorporate 
the  Trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster  School 
Society :  which  Was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
,  Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  an* 
thorize  the  importation  of. goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, under  certain  circumstances,  from  G^reat 
Britain,  her  colonic,  or  dependencies;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next.  "r 

Mr.  N.  said,  the  Colnmlttee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  for  sotoie  fime  delayed  making  a  re- 
port upon  these  petitions,  waiting  to  see  the  course 
Which  Congress  would  lake  in  relation  to  our  dif- 
ferenbes  with  Great  Britain.  Finding  the  United 
States  are  about  to  take  ft  manly  attitude  and  to 
maintain  their  national  rights  with  firmness  and 
spirit,  tney  concelte  that  all  goods,  wares,  and 
mc>ronandise,  that  were  purchased  or  contract<Ml 
lor  by  our  merchants  in  the  British  dominioos, 
anterior  to  the  second  of  February  last;  ought  to 
bepermitted  to  beimpo/led  into  the  United  States, 
and  therefore  directed  their  chairman  to  report 
this  bill. 

A  Message  was  received  fVom  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  a  reffon  from  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint  for  the  last  year,  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  the  supply  4}f  silver  bullion  had  neVer 
before  been  more  abundant,  than  it  had  been  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  jrear.— -Ordered  to  bt 
printed. 

The  House  next  frent  into  Committee  on  tha 
bill  to  empower  the  Secretary  of  t^e  Treasury  to 
decide  upon  the  case. of  the  Bli2a  Ann,  of  New 
York ;  which,  being  gone  through,  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  thhrd  reading. 

MUNmOJiS  OF  WAB. 

Mr.  SsTBBBT  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  oa 
the  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  -of  erdaanoe 
stores,  oarap  enuipage,  and  other  quartermaster^ 
stores  and  small  arms. 

The  House  Jiaviog  agreed  to  take  op  this  biU^ 
it  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  it;  when,  the  bill  havinir  been  read  through, 
and  the  question  being  upon  filling  the  first  blank, 
Mr.  SEynEBT  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Cbairman^The  bill  which  I  have  called 
before  the  Committee;  is  one  of  the  first  impor* 
tance.  A  general  report  was  heretofore  made  to 
the  House,  founded  on  the  statements  and  facta 
which  were  communicated  to  the  Committee  bf 
the  Secretaries  of  the  War  lind  Navy  Depart- 
ments; every  position  therein  assumed,  can  be 
maintained  by  incontrovertible  facts.  Much  had 
been  said  about  expense  In  my  opinion,  when  a 
nation  iias  decided  upon  the  great  questioa  of  war, 
everv  minor  question  is  thereby  absorbed  and  ob- 
literated— this  question  amalgamates  every  suc- 
ceeding one.  War  should.  only4>e  entered  into 
when  considerations  of  expense  can  have  no  in- 
fluence on  the  decision.  Such  appears  to  be  tba 
present  condition  of  this  nation.  We  have  detail 
mined  in  favor  of  resistance' to  the- unwarrantable 
and  nujust  aggiessioas  of  Great  BrUain  on  our 
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fOTer«igD  righu^weeaniot  stop,  w«  cannot  driiw 
ItLok,  unless  she  recedes  and  repeals  Iter  hostile 
edicts.    Wheii  the  war  is  eomtttenced,  it  must  be 
viewed  as  an  appendage  to  the  war  for  indepeo- 
deuce.    Yoa  hare  alreaidf  taken  the  previoas 
question  oo  the  subject ;  you  hare  toted  a  res^ 
ular  army  of  25,000  men,  in  addition  to  yourPeace^ 
fistablisbment— ttiey  cannot^  kept  idle ;  idleness 
is  tfa^  bane  of  the  honorable  soldier;  to  make  them 
efficiep^>ou Qm>rs«ppiy (hem with aro^^,    Iha^e 
keard  it  said  on  this  floor^  tbat  a  pprt  of  your  mi- 
litia, the  bulwark  of  the  nation,  is  supplied  with 
comsMk*  itistead  o(Jirelods9i    If  this  be  a  troth 
0 1  for  I^eaven's  8ak<«,  apply  a  speedy  retaedy' 
you  have  the  means  wi^in  your  reach :  at  any 
mte,  make  your  regulars  as  efficient  as  possible. 
On  Ibis  subject  there  can  be  no  difierenoe  of  sen* 
timent  in  this  House.    It  gires  me  peculiar  piea^ 
mre,  when  I  icompare  our  present  means  wfth 
those  which  we  deemed  competent  to  commence 
the  war  for  American  independ^ce.    At  that  pe« 
liod,  our  fathers  needed  Everything,  but  a  bold 
aiHl  intrepid4rpirit,  to  lead  tbeiD  to  freedom.    They 
determined  on  the  contest,  and  were  triumphant^ 
Can  we  hesitate  1    Sdrely  oot,^ir,  when  we  Tia ve 
•11  the  necessary  OMiterials  within  our^each ;  nay, 
Ihey  are  o«r  national  resouroes.    Need  I  detail  to 
you  again,  that  we  possess  five  hundred  ^nd  thirty 
operative  forges,  furnaces  and  bloomertes ;  two 
kuui^red  and  seven  powder  mills;  that  the  iron 
which  is  annually  manufactured  is  incalculable 
in  amouDt;  that  your  lead  mines  cffet  asuperiu- 
ity  of  that  article ;  that  our  resourees  for  saltpetre 
In  the  Western  States  are  extensively  known,  aiid 
that  the  supplies  may  be  n^tde  as  ahundant  as  the 
article  is  alUimportadt.    For  sulphur,  sir  in  com- 
moh  with  most  other  nations,  we  pire  norw  depen* 
4ent  on  foreign  supplies;  still  I  do  not  despond: 
and  shall  it  be  hereaftei'  necessary,  from  circunk* 
stances,  to  seek  ^ for  additions  to  the  quantity  at 
present  at  our  command,  I  anticipate  the  aid  of 
aefience.  of  chemical  science,  to  point  out  the  mode 
to  separate  this  article  from  its  combinations, 
which  abound  in  the  United  States. 

Sir,  to  some  the  amount  which  I  shall  require 
may  seem  enormous.  It  will  be  well  applied ; 
and  to  gentlemen  who  feel  uneasiuete  on  the  sub- 
ject, let  them  rest  easy  wheti  they  are  toM,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  aftides  for  which  the  ex- 
penditures are  contemplated,  are  such  as  are  tm- 
pertMhabU  from  their  nature;  so  that  if  Great 
Britain  shall  jyroceed  to  do  us  justice,  and  I  fiope 
to  God  she  will  without  forcing  them  to  arms, 
these  sufrplies  will  form  a  stock  for  the  nation  in 
oases  of  ruture  emergency. 

One  vrord,  sir,  on  the  subjeet  of  arms.  The 
present  stock  is  sufficient  ibr  all  our  purposes—^ 
our  public  establishments,  and  such  as  are  fur- 
nished by  individuals,  wilt  enable  us  to  gratify 
the  most  sanguine  expectations  on  this  subject. 
•  Sir,  I  will  read  to  yon  th^  estimates  which  have 
been  furnished  by  the  proper  departments,  and 
will  thea  submit  to  the  Committee  the  several 
sums  which  are  necessary  to  be  voted  by  the  bilL 
Mr.  S.  having  read  the  estimates  to  which  he 
alWidod,  moved  to  fill  the  first  bhfnk  with  one  miK  I 


lion  five  hundred  thousand  doHars,  and  the  i 

with  fourJiundced  thousand  dollars,  which  mo- 
tions were  agreed  to  without  a  division.  The 
twa sections  o[  the  bill  then  r^ad  M" follows: 

^Btkenaettdy  4re^  That  th^  sum  of  one  miHioii 
A^e  hnadred  thoivand  doUsts  be,  and  the  same  Is  hen- 
by  u>prt»pristed  fi>r  the  purchsse,  under  the  diractkm 
of  the  President  of  ^e  Uaite^  Sutes,  of  ordnance, 
ordnance  storas*  camp  equipage,  sad  other  qasrtermas* 
tor's  stores,  Ibr  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

'*  Tbat  the  sum  pf  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purchase^ 
under  the  direction  of  4ie  President  of  the  United 
Sutes,  of  saltpetre,  and  sulphur,  for  making  the  same 
into  powder,  and  for  ordnance  and  small  arms  fi>r  the 
use  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  l^tates." 

The  Committee  rose,  the  House  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

DISABLED  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  Dawson  then  called  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  infirm,  superannuated;  and  disabled  officers 
and  soldiers ;  which  motion  being  agreed  to.  the 
House  resplved  itself  into  a  Comoiiitee  or  the 
Whole  upon  it;  when  Mr.  D.  spoke  as  follows  :-^ 
'  Mr.  Chairman:  Thepressure  of  business  relative 
to/ our  foreign  affairs,  and  my  infirm  itate  of  health, 
have  delayed  an'in,dulgrace  of  my  wishes  in 
bringing  forward- this  subject  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  indeed  1  now  find  it  impossible  to  do  it  that 
justice  which  it  merits. 

In  presentiag  to  you  this  bill,  I  have  obeyed 
the  unanimous  vole  ef  the  committee, to  wheat 
the -subject  was  referred,  and  the  dictates  of  my 
own  judgment,  while  I  havc'gratified  the  best 
wishes  ol  my  own  heart.  It  is  a  subject  about 
which,  in  common,  1  trust,^  with  a  OMJerity  of  this 
House,  I  feel  warmly  interested«-4t  is  a  subject 
which  has  often  been  brought  to  the  view  of  this 
House,  and  the  principle  has  always  appeared  to 
me  to  merit  the  sanction  of  this  House.  A  much 
valued  friend  of  mine,  an  honorable  gentleman 
who  now  sits  on  the  beach  in  a  neighboring  State, 
and  who  himself  was  carried  from  the  field  cov* 
ered  with  wound^'and  honor,  ofteii  ealled  the  at* 
teation  of  Congress  to  the  sufierings  of  his  fellow 
'soldiers,  now  iufirm.  disabled,  and  superannuatedi 
by  wounds  received  in  our  Revolutionary  war* 
His  voice,  was  sever  raised  in  vain,  though  his 
efforts  were  never  attended  with  success,  owing 
to  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  details  of  the 
bi^.  The  committee  have  endeavored  to  avoid 
that  evil,  by  extending  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
to  the  case  of  everv  person  who  strstained  injury 
ih  his  person,  while  in  the  actual  service  of  his 
country.  This,  siy,  meets  with  tny  approbation, 
though  I  shall  with  pleasure  accede-to  the  views 
of  other  gentlemen  as  to  amendments  not  fatal  to 
the  bill,  my  first  object  being  ta  get  this  institu* 
tion  established,  leaving  it  to  rime  and  to  experi- 
ence to  point  out  and  cure  its  defects. 

fiver  since  1  have  bad  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  House,  I  have  voted  in  favor  of  every  claim 
which  appeared  to  be  founded  in  justic^  and  i 
have  extended  that  principle  with  a  liberal  hand 
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towtrds  those  who  rendered  asserWcesjCsp^iAlly 
perft<3Dal  services,  during  the  Revolationary  war. 
Their  narober  is  new  small  indeed,  and  in  taj 
jadgment  it  ill  becomes  a  great,  and  1  trust  a 
grateful  nation,  to  suffer  those  who  have  fought 
ber  tmttles  to  go  down  in  porertf  and  sorrow  to 
the  gra?e.  No.  sir,  we  ought  to  afford  food  and 
raiment  to  the  infirm  and  snperannuited.iiod  to 
pour  balm  into  the  disabled  defenders  of  their 
country.  Every  principle  of  justice,  gratitude, 
and  humanity,  call  -aloud  for  this.  And, there  is 
one  consideration,  arisiag  from  policy,  which  in 
my  judgment  strongly  urges  its  adoption.  We 
shall  probably  soon  be  involved  in  a  war.  Oh 
yesterday  we  passed  a  bill  for  raising  a  large  army. 
Pass  this  bill,  and  it  will  have  a  happy  effect  m 
filling  your  ranks;  yes,  when  it  is  seen  that  our 
country  is  not  uograteful — that  she  will  make^ 
comfortjible  the  declining  years  of  those  who  have 
spent  their  better  days  in  her  t^ervice,  it  will  be  a 
strong  inducement  with  many  to  step  forward 
and  enter  into  that  service, 

I  am  far,  very  far,irroiD  tbinkibg  this* bill 'per- 
fect. 1  am  sensible  that  k  has  inany  defects,  Und 
I  invite  the  friendly  aid  of  all  gentlemen,  on  every 
side  of  the  Committee,  and  particularly  of  the 
select  committee,  to  point  out,  and  endeavor  to 
cure  these  defects,  and  to  establish  a  system  which 
will  do  honor  to  this  House  and  tb  tnis  coutry. 

Mr.  Rhba  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  a  new 
section.  ^^  providing  a  pension  for  evejry  noncom- 
'  missioned  officer  and  soldier,  who,  by^  reaaon 
'  of  having  a  family,  or  for  other  good  cause,  may 
'  not  be  able  to  join  the  corps  of  .invalids,  ndt  ex- 
'  ceeding  half  the  nay>of  such  non-cdmmissioned 
<  officer  or  soldier.^ 

This  amendment,  after  some  debate,  was  nega- 
tived, and  the  bill  was,  reported  without  amend*" 
ibent,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dawson  gave  notice  he  would  call  it  up 
on  Thursday. 

STATUTE  OF  LIMll'ATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  House  resol- 
ved itself  into  a  Committee,  on  unreport  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  subject  pf  excepting 
certain  claims  from  the  act  of  limitations.  The. 
report  of  the  committee  being  read,  which  con- 
cluded with  a  resolve  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
open  the  act  of  limitations  for  the  claims  in 
question:     *  v  ^ 

Mr.  GeOLSoif  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
agree  to  this  report:  Information,  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Treasury  Department,  stating  in 
A  distinct  and  uneq^uivocal  manner,  that  all  this 
description  of  claims  (which  were  all  liquidated 
claims,  such  as  indents  of  interest,  certificates,  dbc..) 
might  be  allowed  by  th6  Government,  without 
dani^er  of  fraud  or  imposition ;  and,  said  Mr.  G.,  if 
justice  can  be  extended  to  this  description  of 
claimants,  without  danger,  why  should  it  be  de- 
ferred ?  Only  one  solitary  reason  had  been  o£(ered 
— that  the  persons  really  enttlled  to  these  cliaims 
upon  Government  mightnot  ^et  the  money.  He 
hoped  this  would  not  be  sufficient  to  prevent  Couf 
gresa  from  doing  what  was  just  on  the  occasion. 


Mr.OtAT  (the  Speaker)  hoped  the  Committee 
would  disagree  to  this  resolution.    It  appears  that 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  of  opinion  that 
provision   may  be  made  for  this  description  of 
claidis  without^  that  danger  of  fraud,  which  might 
possibly  arise  from  a  total  repeal  of  the  statute  of 
limltattons ;  that  their  whole  aniount  does  not  ex- 
ceed $3tX),000,  and  the  probabiHty  is,  that  ooe- 
fiAh  will  never  be  applied  ibr,  shbald  they  be  aa- 
thorized  ^o  be  paid.    What,  ^dd  Mr.  C,  is  this 
statute  of  limitations,  which,  whenever  meotfoaed 
it  this  House,  seems  to  make  every  body  tremble  7 
It  is  a  general  rule  prescribed  by  the  Gk)vernRieBt 
for  the  direction  of  its  accoanting  officers  in  order 
to  exclude  unjust  claims.    What  are  statates  of 
limitation  as  applicable  to  individual  cases?    A 
rule  tmder  which  individuals  claim  protection 
whenever  they  choose  to  do  so,  and  when,  from 
the  lapse  of  time,  or  loss  of  evidence,  they  woald 
be  injured,  were  they  not  to  take  this  advantage. 
But  ra  these  statutes  of  limitation;  there  are  al^ 
ways  exeeptions  iq  fkvor  of  cases  of  disability,  in* 
fa^cy,  coverture,  insanity,  absence  beyond  sea,  dtc* 
But  what  is  the  course  whichan  individual  would 
take  who  found  himself  protected  by  a  statute 
of  limitation  ?    He  would  gamine  the  jtistice  of 
the  claim  brought  against  him,  if  the  claim  were 
just,  if  he  had  teen  deprived  of  no  evidence  by 
the  delay,  if  as  able  to  pay  it  as  if  it. had  been  pre- 
sented at  an  earlier  day,  he  witl  not  hesitate  to  di^ 
charge^the  claim,  and  scorn  to  take  advantage  of 
the  statute.    And,  said  Mr.  C,  shaU  the  GoveriH 
ment  be  lete  willing  to  discharge  its  just  debts 
than  an  honest  individual  ?    Shall  we  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  the.daimsof  individuals  upon  Goverameot 
bei^D«e  of  this  statute?    He  trusted  not.    l^be 
Committee  of  Claims  ought  to  examine  the  merit 
of  every  claim  which  comes  before  it,  and  if  it  be 
jilst,  decide  iaits  favor.    But  what,  said  Mr.  C, 
has  been  the  history  of  claims,  for  four  or  five 
years  past?  -When  a  solitary  ct^im  was  pre- 
sented, the  House  wou^  say,  we  cannot  legiuate 
upon  individual  cases.    They  occupy  too  much 
of  our  time.    The  claidi  is  put  liside.    The  same 
individual,  some  time  after,  appears  in  company 
with  others.     We  then  say  there  are  to^  many 
of  these  claims — tb^r  amount  is  too  large,  and 
the  Treasury  too  poor — that  there  are  a  great 
manyother  claims  equally  well  founded-^that  jus- 
tice oannot  be  done  to  them  all.    Sometimes 
there  is  a  division  between  the  two  Houses.    This 
House  passes  a  bill  in  favor  of  some  particular 
claim — the  other  tells  you,  they  will  not  legislate 
for  particular  cases ;  that  if  they  act,  they  wisk 
to  take  up  the  subject  generally.    Mr.  C.  said,  it 
was  his  wish,  both  in  his  public  and  private  char- 
acter, as  far  as  possible,  to  do  justice;  he  there- 
fore hoped  the  course  proposed  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  recommended  by  the  report  was 
negatived,  54  to  31 ;  and  a  resolution  offered  by* 
Mr.  GoLO,  recommending  a  provision  by  law  for 
these  claims,  after  some  objections  from  Mr.  Al- 
ston, was  agreed  to  39  to  36. 

The  Committee  then  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
G«0L8ON,a  molutioQ  which  had  been  referred 
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to  them,  directing  aa  iiiqairy  into  the  merits  of 
alt  claims  referred  to  the  Commtctee  of  Claims, 
notwithstaridiDg-  such  claims  may  be  barred  by 
the  statute  of  limitations. 

After  some  observations  in  favoi'  of  this  resola- 
tioD  by  Mr.  Gholson  and  Mr.  Malnor,  and 
i|[ainst  it  by  Mr.  Bacon^  the  Committee  rose 
without  taking  a  qtiestion  upon  it,  and;  o))tained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Wednesday,  January  8." 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Levy 
Court  of  Washington  county,  District  of  Colum- 
bia, praying  such  alterations  in  the  laws  of  the' 
District  as  wiU  'enable  the  said  court  to  impose 
taxes  on  the  whole  of  the  said  countv^  and  to  erect 
and  maintain  a  penitentiary ;  and.tnat  the  mem- 
bers of  the  court  may  be  tat^en  from  the  several 
sections  of  the  county  according  to  their  respec- 
tive number  of  inhabitants.— Referred  totbeCfom- 
mittee  for  the  District  of  .Columbia. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
approbatory  of  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
President's  Message  at  the  cOmmencemejnt  of  the 
session,  and  declining  their  determination  to  sup- 
port, in  every  way,  such  measures  as  the  Govern- 
ment may  find  it  expedient  to  adopt  towards  the 
European  belligerents. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
ordnanceand  ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage,  and 
other  quartermaster's  stores,  and  small  arms,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed;  as  \^as'also  the 
bill  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann. 

The  Speaker  laid  belore  the  House  a  petition 
of  the  Ursuiine  Nuns  at  New  Orleans,  prayins^ 
that  the  hospital  which  adjoins  their  convent,  and 
is  in  a  decayed  state,  may  be  removed,  and  that 
they  may  be  permitted  to  build  a  nouse  thereon 
for  the  education  of  females.^-Jleferred. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL  presented  the  petition  of  certain 
inhabitants  of  Mississippi  Territory,  stating  that 
boatmen,  who  navigate  the  Ohio,  are  frequently 
taken  sick  at  the  Natchez  ^  that  the  inhabitants 
of  that  place' and  the  Western  country  have  made 
eonsiderable  exertions  amongst  themselves  lo  es- 
tablish a  hospital  for  their  reception..  This  pe- 
tition prt^ys  for  some  portion  of  lands  to  enable 
them  to  effect  their  work,  which  be  moved  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  L^nds. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTf  R  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  suffer  this  petition  to  lie  upon 
the  table  until  to-morr6w.  He  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  a  similar  kind  at  two  different  sessions, 
which  not  only  a^ked  for  lands,  but  proposed  a 
tax  on  these  boatmen  for  effecting  this  purpose, 
and  which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  but  upon  which, 
though  he  had  frequently  pressed  the  committee 
on  the  sobje^cit,  no  report  had  ever  been^  made.  It 
this  petition  lay  till  to-morrow,  he  would  proetKS 
the  petition  which  he  had  mentioned,  and  have  it 
referred  at  tbe  same  time. — Ordered  to  lie  db  the 
table. 


VOIiUNTBBR  OORPa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  the  House  took  up 
the  order  of  ihe'day,  and  went  into  a  Committee 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted. States  to  accept  of  certain  volunteer  corps. 

The  bill  being  read,  an  amendment  was  pro- 
posed to  prevent  the  land  which  is  provided  for 
the  heirs  and  representatives  of  any  volunteer  who 
shall  fall  in  the  service  froo)  being  sold  to  specu- 
lators*, but,  after  various  attempts  at  amending 
the  ainendment,  i^nd  considerable  discussion,  .it 
was  discovered  that  no  volunteer  could  dispose  of 
this  land,  as  he  .never  would  have  any  right  in  it, 
an  it  vested  in  his  heirs  in  case  he  died  in  the  ser- 
vice only.  The  amendments  were  of  course  disa- 
greed to. 

A  motion  was  afterwards  inade  to  allow  every 
volunteer,  whobad  served  twelve  months, on  leav- 
ing the  service,  eighty  acres  of  land ;  but  this  was 
disagreed  to,  On  the  ground  that  the  men  who 
entered  into  this  service,  would  enter  from  patri- 
otic motives,  and  ousht  not  to  be  put  upon  a  level 
with  the  regular  soldiers. 

The  Committee  rose,  without  going  through 
the  bill,  and  ohlaiAed  leave  to  sit  iigaiti. 

BATTLE  ON  THE  WABASH. 

Mr.McKBC, from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the 
President,  transmitting  two  letters  from  Governor 
Harrison,  reporting  the  particulars  and  issue  of 
the  expedition  under  his  command  against  the 
hostile  Inchans  on  the  Wabash  river,  and  the 
memorials  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  officers  ai^.  soldiers  who  served  in 
the  said  expedition,  piresented  the  twenty-fourth 
ultimo,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow.   The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
of[thie  Presidfintof  the  United  Btates,  transmitting  two 
letters  from. Governor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, reporting  the  particalsra  and  the  issue  of  the  ex- 
pedition under  hk  command  against  the  hostile  Indians 
on  the  Wabasb,  and  to  whom  was  also  nferred  the 
laemorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  memorial  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  militia  of  EJnox  county,  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
who  served  in  the  late  campaign  tmder  the  command 
of  Governor  Harrison,  report: 

That  they  have  had  the  several  matters  t^rthem  refer- 
red under  their  consideration,  and  have  given  to  them 
that  attention  which  theb  importance  seems  to  merit 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  Governor  Harrison  may  very  properly 
be  termed  raw  troops:  very  few  of  the  oflkers,  and 
almost  none  of  the  men,  had  ever  been  in  actual  ser- 
vice ;  and  a  considen^le  portion  of  them  had  been  only 
a  ifew  weeks  withdrawn  from  the  pursuits  of  civil  life. 
The  attack  made  on  this  quickly-assembled  army  by 
the  hostile  Indians  on  the  Wabash,  when  viewed,  either 
as  it  relates  to  the  nature  of  the  enemy,  the  time,  or 
the  violence  with  which  the  'attack  vras  made,  cannot 
but  be  considered  of  snch  a  character  as-  would  have 
severely  tested  the  collected  frrmness  of  the  most  able 
and  ezperieaoed  troops.  This  attack,  violent  and  nn- 
e^ected  aait  aeema  to  have  been,  was  repelled  by  tli# 
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troops  under  the  tOfDmaad  of  Ctoftoraor  Harrison,  with 
a  gflJlantry  and  g^ood  conduct  worthy  of  future  unita- 
tion.  The  whole  '.transactionr  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  presents  to  the  American  people  a  new 
proof  that  the  dauntless  spirit  of  our  ancestors,  by  whom 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  was  so  ably  and  success- 
fully maintained,  has  not  been  diminished  by  more  than 
thirty  years  of,  ahnost  uninterrupted  peace,  but  that  it 
has  been  handed  down,  unimpaired,  to  their  posterity. 

In  estimating  the  claims  of  the  army  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
tlie  nature  of  the  country,  as  weU  as  of  the  enemy  to 
be  encountered,  sqbjected  the  army  to  many  extreme 
hardships,  and  eqpal  dangers,  where  everything  was 
haiaided,  and  but  littfe  could  be  gained,  expBpt  the 
regard  of  their  country. 

The  volunteers  and  militia  ^to  wkose  claims  the  me- 
morials referred  to  the  committee  particularly  relate) 
were  in  actual  service  but  a  short  time,  for  which  alone 
they  are  entitled  to  pay  by  law ;  ,the  compensation, 
therefore,  to  whi6h  they,  are  entitled,  is  not  at  all  com- 
mensurate to  the  services  rendered,  and  the  dangers 
incurred.  Besides,  many  of  the  officers  and  men  who 
fell,  or  were  wounded,  in  the  battle  of  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1811,  \^Qre  purchasers  of  the,  public  lands,  for 
which  they  were  indebted  tothe  United  States;  which 
debt  &118  due  in  a  short  time,  and  the  penalty  of  for- 
feiture will  be  incurred  if  the  debt  is  not  paid.  It  would 
J)e  unjust  to  inflict  a  penalty,  so  severe  on  the  discon- 
solate widows  and  orphans  of  those  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  volunteers  and  militia^  who,  in  common  with 
their  brother  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  troops, 
fell  in  their  country's  cause,  in  a  manner  so  distin- 
guished, that  nothing  was  wanting  but  a  great  occa- 
sion, interesting  to  the  feeKngsof  the  Ame'rtcan  people, 
tohavie  crowned  their  names  fdth  unfading  laurels* 

As  an  evidence,  therefore,  of  the  regavd  due  to  the 
bravery  and  ability  dis^^layed '  by  the  troops  under  the 
•ommand  of  Govenx>r  Harrison,  in  the  battle  of  the 
7th  November,  181 1,  as  well  as  to  relieve  the  represent^ 
«tives  of  thoee  who  were  kiUed  in  the  action^  from  the 
pecuniary  Iqmos  incurred  in  consequence  thereof,^  the 
committee  respectfully  submit  the  C;»Ijow  jng  resolutions : 

1.  Me9ohedt  That^me  month's  pay  ought  to^be 
allowed,  in  additton.  to  the  common  allowance,  to. the 
officers,  (according  to  thd  rank  which  they  held,)  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the.regulars, 
volunteers^  and  militia,  and  to  the  legal  represeutativjes 
of  those  who  were  killed-  or  have  since  died  of  their 
wounds,  composing  the  army  u^der  the  command  Di 
Gov.  Harrison,  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wahaah. 

2.  Resolved,  That  five  years'  h^lf^ipay  oug^  to  be 
allowed  to  the  legal  representatives  of  tlie  officers,  (ac- 
eopding  to. the  rank  which  they  held,)  the  non<om^ 
missioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  the  volunteers  and 
militia  who  were  killed  in  the  battle  of  ^'e  7th  Novem- 
ber, 181  Ij  or  who  have  since  died  of  their  wounds. 

8.  Me90b>edf  Thatpmvisionoaghttobe'madebylaw 
to  place  on  the  pelision  list  the  officers,  (tooqrdiug  to 
^e  rank  which  they  held,)  the  qpn-oommissioned  offi- 
cers, and  soldiers,  of  the  vx^unteers  and  militia  who 
served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,  under  the 
command  of  Governor  Harrison,  and  who  have  been 
wounded  or  disabled  in  the  said  campaign. 

4.  Hemhed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law, 
to  pay  for  the  horses  and  other  property  of  individuals 
lost  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  the  said  battle. 

6.  Reaohed,  That  the  fhrtber  time  of yean 

ooght  to  be  allowed,  to  the  officemr  aad  aoldiwB  -wkto 


were  wounded,  and  to  the  legal  representatives  of  tfiooe 
who  v#ere  killed,  in  the  said  battle,  to  complete  the  pay- 
ments due  or  which  may  fall  due  to  the  United  States 
on  knj  purchases  of  the  public  lands  made  by  them 
before  the  said  battle. 

ADBITIOKAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

A  message  was  rec^vetl  fiom  the  Senate  iii- 
formiog  the  House  that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to 
all  their  ameDdmeats  to  the  bill  te  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force,  except  the  proviso  in  the  first 
Section,  and  the  three  additional  sections,  to  which 
they  disagree. 

The  proviso  disa^eed  to,  is  in  the  fbilowiDg 
words : 

"  Prwided,  howevert  That  commissioned  officers  far 
six  only  of  the  said  regiments  shall  be  appointed,  until 
three^ourths  of  the  privates  requisite  to  complete  such 
six  regiments  have  been  enlisted,  when  the  commis- 
aioned  officers  for  the  remaining  seven  regiments  shall 
be  appointed."  .      ^ 

The  following  arc  the  thi'ee  sections  disagreed 
to: 

"  Tbat  the  officers,  who  may  be  appointed  in  virtue 
of  this  actj  shall  re^Mctively  continue  in  commission 
during  such  term  only  as' the  President  shall  judge  re- 
quisite for  the  public  service ;  and  tbat  it  shall  be  law- 
m\  for  the  President  te  discharge  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  troops,  which  may  be  raised  under  the  authori^ 
of  this  act,  whenever  he  shall  judge  the  measure  con- 
sistent with  the  public  welfare. 

*<  That  no  general,  field  or  stafi"  officer,  who  may  be 
a^inted  by  .virtue  of  thi^  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive any  pay  or  emoluments  until  he  ^all  be  called 
into  actual  service,  nor  for  any  bnger  tune,  than  he 
shall  continue  therein. 

"  That  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized,  to  appoint  all  or 
any  of  the  officers,  other  than  the  general  officers  pjroper 
to  be  appointed  under  thb  act,  which  appointment  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  session,  for 
their  advice  find  consent." 


Thurbdat,  JanuaryO. 

The  petition  which  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  yesterday,  from  the  Ursaline  mms  at  New 
Orieans,  ^as  enclosed  to  him  and  recooimended 
by^  Governor  €lai borne.  It  |)rayed  for  an  ex- 
chaose  of  the  failiiary  hospital  fot  some  lots 
which  4hey  hold  in  tbat  city  better  calculated  foe 
a  hd^pital.    After  the  petition  was  read, 

Mr.  Dawsobi  observed  that  (le  had  reoeived  a 
letter  from  Goiternor  Claihorae  relalive  to  that 
petition,  and  in  confirmation  of  the  fact$  therein 
stated.  This  community  of  nana  i» a  most  iv- 
spectable  and  useful  member  of  society,  the  whole 
of  their  temporal  cares  beiog  directed  to  tbe  edu- 
cation of  female  youth.  They  are  thatcomrnvk 
nity  which  some  years  ago.  presented  a  most  ele- 

fiot  address  to  tbe  then  President  of  tne  United 
tates,  and  received  from  him  an  equally  elegant 
answer. 

I  am  well  assured  that  the  lots  which  they  wish 
to  exchange  are  more  valuable,  and  better  suited 
for  the  ereettoD  of  a  hospital  than  those  on  which 
the  hospital  now  stands.  I,  therefore,  move  that 
the  petition  and  accompanying  papers  be  referred 
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to  a  select  committee,  who  wiil,  no  doubt,  con* 
verse  with  the  Secretary  of  War  oo  the  subject. 

This  was  agreed  to,  aod  Mr.  DaVson,  Mr. 
Lo^NDB»,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were  appoibted  the 
eommittee. 

Mr.^PoiNDSxTER  presented  to  the  House  the 
petition  from  the  Mayor' aod  other  citizens  of 
Natchez,  on  the  subject  of  erecting  a  hospital  for 
the.  reception  of  sick  boatmen  employee!  on  the 
the  Mississippi,  to  which  he  referred  yesterday. 
This  petition,  with  that  presented  yesterday  by 
Mr.  MiTOHiLL,  was  referred.  ^ 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Sepretary  of  the  Treasury 
enclosinga  report  of  the  Commissicjners  of  the 
Ekistern  District  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  Of  re- 
jected claims. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  POBCB. 

Mr.  Porter  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  ibr  raising  an  additional  military  force, 
which^motion 'being  agreed  to,  the  afbiendments 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  were  'read,  When 

Mr.  PpRTER  moTed  that  the  Qouse  recede  from 
these  amendmeius.  He  made  this  motion  from 
DO  change  of  sentiment,  but  from  a  desixe  to  pre- 
Tent  further  delay. .  He  had  always  been  of  opin^ 
ion  that,  if  we  went  to  war,  ihe'fijst  operations  of 
the  war  would  be  carried  on  by  the  volunteer 
corps  an,d  the  troops  already  in  force,  because  the 
volunteers  will  not  only  be  much  soonest  ready  to 
take  the  field,  but  .they  will  be  already  armed  and 
disciplined,  whereas  the  new"  troops  would  Jbe 
drawn  from  different  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
probably  be  entirely  unacquainted  with  military 
discipline.  It  was  under  tbis  impression  that  the 
Committee  of  Foreiga  Relations,  when  th^  bill 
from  the  Senate  was  referred  to  them,'  recom- 
mended an  amendment  reducing  the  twenty-five 
thousand  men  (the  number  in  the  bill  which 
came  from  the  Senate)  to  fifteen  thousand.  They 
supposed  that  this  number,  with  those  which  had 
been  authorized  for  filling  up  the  present  estab- 
lishment, would  be  sufficient^  and  as  large  a  num- 
ber as  would  be  at  present  raised.  But  when  this 
amendment  ^as  proposed  to  the  Howte.  it  was 
met  with  a  gust  of  zeal  and  passion.  [The  Speak* 
Ba  said  those  were  improper  teroas  to  beJappUed  to 
the  House.]  Mr.  P.  meant  not  to  reflect  upon  the 
House.  The  zeal  witn  which  this  proposition  was 
met,  evinced  a  laudable  wish  to  raise  a  suffircient 
fprnie  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  our 
country.  No.r  did  he  feel  inclined  to  oppose  what 
appeared  to  be  almost  an  unanimous  wish  of  this 
Bpuse  and  of  the  Senate.  He  thought  it  of  more 
importance  to  act  promptly,  than  to  dispute  whe- 
ther there  should  be  ten  thousand,  more  or  less, 
men ;  and,  therefore,  gave  in  to  the  will  of  the 
majority.  When  the  amendments  for  limiting 
the  appointment  of  officers,  now  disagreed  to  by 
the  Senate,  were  introduced,  he  voted  for  them, 
iMScause  they  brought  the  bill  nearer  to  his  views; 
but,  as  these  amendments  had  been  rejected  by 
tfc^e  Semite,  he  was  willing  to  recede  from  them.. 


Mr  Smilie  did  not  wish  to,  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House  by  any  observations.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  motion  for  receding,  and  called  for.the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it.  *       . 

Mr,  JOHNSON  thought  he  had  already  carried 
the  Spirit  of  accommodation  far  enough  in  vo*- 
ting  for  raising  a  greater  tiun^ber  of  men  than  he 
thought  necessai;^at  present.-  He  would  be  one 
of  the  last  men  m  the  House  to  bring  into  ques- 
tion the  rights  of  the  Senate,  or  to  excite  feelings 
of  warmth  between  the  two  Houses ;  both  had 
the  same  country  to  serve,  and  doubtless  Had  the 
same  objects  in  view.  He  regretted  that  the  pas^ 
sage. of  this  biil  should  be  procrastinated  ;  and  if 
there  was  a  majority  in  favor  of  receding  from 
the  amendments,  his  remarks  should  defer  the 
question  but  for  a  (ew  moments..  He  would'  ad* 
vert  to  the  course  which  this  subject  had  taken, 
in  order  to  justify  those  who  are  in  favor -of  rais- 
ing a  smaller  number  of  men  than  is  contempla- 
ted by  the  bill.  It  was  not  only  the  opinion  of 
the  Gommittee  of  Foi^eign  Relations,  but  of  er- 
ery  department  of  the  Government,  that  ten  thou- 
sand regulac  troops,  in  addition  to  filling  up  the 
present  Military  Establishment,  and  the  contem- 
plated ytriuniteer  corps,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
first  moments  df  the  war.  After  the  first  blow 
was  struck)  it  was  believed  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  raising  a  regular  force'  to  any  extent 
that  might  be  wanted.  Those,  however,  in  favor 
of  ten  thousand,  out  of  a  spirit  of  accommoda- 
tion, consented  to  the  raisini^of  fifteen  thousand, 
aod  afterwards,  with  the  restrictions  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of  officers,  to  (wenty-five  thou- 
sfind  men. 

Mr^  J.  said  it  would  be  impo^il^e  to  get  along 
with  this  business  if  members  did  not  act  with  an 
accommodating  spirit.  Respect  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  opinions  or  men  who  hav0  had  an  experi- 
ence pf  ten.  fifteen,  or  twenty  years  in'  the  Gov- 
ernment.. If,  in  a  cause  like  the  present,  no  mem- 
ber would  rvote  for  raising  any  but  the  precise 
number  he  had  in  his  own  min<f  ftx^d  upon,  the 
House  would.be  able  to  pass  no  bill  upon  the 
subject.  Whilst  this  House  was  engaged  in  did* 
cussing' the  resolution  for  ^raising  aq  additional 
military  force,  a  biU  on  the  subject  was  received 
from  the  Senate.  The  House  immediately  laid 
aside  their  own  proposition,  and  took  up  the  bill. 
The  Senate  cannot  but  see  that  the  House  gave 
way  to  their  wishes  on  ihe  subject ;  but  they 
oi]^ht  to  consider  that  this  House  stands  upon 
the  saifie  ground  with  them,  and  that  respect  is 
due  to  their  decisions.  Hq  bad  no  doubt  that 
many  were  induced  to  vote  for  this  bill  from  the 
amendments  to  which  the  Senate  have  disagreed. 
When  appropriations  for  this  army  arie  wanted, 
tbis  House  will  have  to  originate  a  till  for  the 
purpose  f  and  shall  have  to  account  to  the  people 
for  the  economical  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war.  Before  be 
would  lose  the  bill,  he  would,  to  be  sure,  recede 
from  these  amendments;  but  he  hoped  the  House 
would,^  in  the  first  instance,  adliere  to  their  amend*> 
ments,  which  would  bring  on  a  conference  be- 
tween the  ivifo  Houses  that  might  eitlier  induae 
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the  Senate  to  accept  of  the  anteodro^Dls,  or  to 
l^ive  such  reasoas  for  the  rejecting  them  as  might 
induce  this  House  more  williogly  to  recede  from 
them.  ,  '  ^ 

Mr.  Wright  was  in  favor  of  receding  from  the 
amendments,  rather  than  that  the  passageof  the 
bill  should  be  delayed.  He*  believed,  though  tbe 
Qovernment  would  incur  a  greater  expense,  bj 
tbe  course  proposed,  the  men  would  sooner  be 
raised;  as  every  officer  who  entered  the  service 
would  find  it  his  duty  fo  promote  the  enlistraent' 
of  the  men  ;  and  as  the  object  was  of  magnitude, 
we  ought  not  to  regard  the  expense. 

Mr.XiiTTLD  wished  to  make  a  few  observations 
on  this  question.  -  Tbe  subject  of  difference  be- 
tween thjB  two  Houses  was  a  mere  matter  of  ex- 
pense. If  we  r^ed«  from  tbese  amendmrents,  all 
the  officers  for  the  thirteen  rfgiments  wfil  have 
to  be  at  once  appointed.  The  advantages  of  this 
^course  ought  to  be  compared  with  the  expense, 
in  order  to  see  which  wiU  preponderate.  In  his 
opinion,  the  filling  up  of  the  ranks  would  depend 
tery  much  on  the  character  of  the,  officers  ap- 
pointed. .  If  we  are  immediately  to  ^o  to  war.  he 
thought  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  an 
early  appointment  of  tbe  officers  wooi'it  be  of 
more  consequence  than  the  expense.  Much  had 
been  saidttbout  the  opinion  of  tbe  Executive, as 
to  the  number  Of  men  necessary  lo  be  raised  j  he 
thought  this  branch  of  the. Government  as  well 
able  to  judge  of  tbe  proper  force  to  be  raised  tfs 
the  Executive,  being  acquainted  with  the  difier- 
ent  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  most  vulnerable 
parts  of  it.  He  was  in  favor  of  receding  from 
the  amendments. 

Mr.  Maxw£LL  was  in  favor  of  raising  an  adxii- 
tional  force;  but  could  Bot  agree,  to  abandon 
tbese  amendments.  When  this  subject  was  first 
agitated,  it  appeared  that  the  Executive  was  in 
favor  of  raising  ten  thousand  men  only.  He 
was,nherefqre,  in  favor  of  tbe  number  reported 
by  th^  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  ;  finding 
there  was  a  great  variety  of  opinion,  however, 
he  consented  to  TOte  for  fifteen  thousand  men,  by 
way  of  accommodation.  'The  Senate  outstripped 
this  House  ip  their  movements  in  this  business, 
and  sent  down  a  bilkproposing  to  n^ise  twenty- 
five  thousand  men.  He  was  opposed  to  this  num* 
her,  OD  account  of  its  being  so  much  larger  iban- 
had  been  asked  for  b]r  tbe  Executive,' and  hebe« 
lieved  this  was  the  opinion  of  manv  others ;  how- 
ever^ when  the  proposition  made  by  tbe  Speaker 
for  limiting  the  number  of  officers  to  be  appointed, 
was  agreed  to,  he  voted  for  tbe  bill,  as  he  con- 
ceived many  others  ha^'done  »o,  that  the  bill 
might  pass  by  as  large  a  majority  as  possible. 
What  has  been  tbe  conduct  of  the^enateon  this 
occasion?  Have  they  acted  in  anything  like  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  ?  They  say,  pass  the  bill  it 
the  shape  in  which  we  send  it  to  you,  or  not  ^n 
all.  He,  for  one,  would,  not  agree  to  pass  it  in  this 
way.  He  made  as  great  a  sacrifice  of  opinion  as 
he  was  willing  to  do.  There  is  a  point  beyond 
which,  he  trusted,  this  House  could  not  be  drives. 
He  had  no  desire  to  see  an  army  of  officers,  with- 
out soldiers  to  command,  which  n^ould  o^  the 


case,  if  these  amendments  were  struck  out  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  if  in  tbe  commencement  of  a 
war  wi^h,  England,  we  are  to  be  regardless  of  ex- 
pense, the  war  will  terminate,  either  before  its 
commencement,  oc  spon  after.  Whether  a  dispo- 
sition to  produce  such  an  effect  had  giv^  rise  to 
this  difiference  between  the  two  Houses,  was  not 
bis  province  to  determine ;  but  in  the  very  act 
of  making  war  against  England  for  aggressions, 
he  was  unwilling  tp  submit  to  the  usurpations  of 
any  other  body.  He  fopad,  by  the  Constitution, 
thatvall  iDoney  bills  ^uist  originate  with  the 
House  of  Representatives;  yet  the  Senate  has 
passed  a  bill  incurring  an  'expense  of  eight,  nine, 
or  ten  millions  of -dollars^  which  we  baye  amend- 
ed ;  but  wtjich  they  send  back  to  us,  sayiog:  "  We 
will  expend  ten  millions,  or  nothing.'^  Was  not 
this  reversing  the  order  of  things?  It  certainly 
belongs  to  tbii  House,  to  provide  the  ways  and 
means,  and  to  judee  of  the  ability  of  tbe  nation 
to  raise  them.  He  hoped;  therefore,  tbe  Hdose 
would  not  recede: 

.  Mr.  Grundt  said,  if  he  had  been  opposed  to 
tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  be  should  be  in  favor  of 
receding  frodi  these  amendments^  Though  it  is 
thebusmessof  this  House  to  orisfinate  moQey- 
bills,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  carried  his 
ideas  on  this  subject  too  far.  We,  as  the  imme- 
diate flepresentatives  of  the  people,  are  supposed 
tp  be  the  best  judges  of  what  is  proper  in  this 
respect;  but  it  does  not  follow,  that  tb^  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  shall  not  originate  any 
bill  which  may  call  for  money  from  tbe  Treasury. 
They  have  this  right,  and  we  have  the  right  to 
act  upon  such  bills, twhen  they  come  before  us,  as 
we  think  proper. 

Let  us  examine,  said  Mr.  G.,  whether  the  Sen- 
ate have  not  acted  properly  in  rejecting  these 
amendments,  and  whether  true  economy  will  not 
be  consulted  by  agreeing  to  the  present  motion. 
We  had  determined  that  less  than  one^half  the 
officers  should  be  ap])ointed  at  present,  and  after- 
wards, when  a  certain  portion  of  tbe  men  shall 
be  raised,  the  balance.  If  we  shall  be  ^ngaged  in 
war,  is  it  believed  that  twenty-five  thousand  men 
will  be  tpo  many  ?  Certainly  not.  Would  it  not, 
the^,  be  consulting  economy  and  despatch  to  raise 
a  sufficiency  of  men  at  once  ?  For,  if  you  send 
a  force  to  Uanada,  you  must  leave  a  part  of  jour 
men  to  guard  your  posu  at  home.  The  force 
ought  to  be  fully  sufficient;  if  it, were  not,  defeat 
miffbt  be  the  consequence. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  G.,  Came  from  the  Senate  i 
we  have  amended  it ;  they  disagree  to  our  amend- 
ments, and  ask  tis^to  recede.  And  if  we  do  not, 
a  verbal  war  is  to  be  carried  on  between  the  two 
Houses.  Rather, than  this  should  take  place,*he 
would  be  for  now  yielding  a  little  on  the  score  of 
number?,  and  insure  the  passage  of  the  bill,  which 
might  otherwise  be  endangered.  Besides,  this  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  Houses  would  ex- 
hibit us  in  an  unfavorable  light,  not  only  to  onr 
own  constituents,  but  to  foreign  countries.  Great 
Britain  would  be  ready  to  say«  ^Republican  Amer- 
*  ica  can  never  go  to  war.    Their  Congress  would 
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*  ratber  hold  a  verbal  conflict  amoojir  themfelv^ 

*  than  engage  in  war  with  aiiy  nation  whatever." 

Mr.  Smilie  hoped  the  House  would  not  recede 
fVom  their  amendments,  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Wright)  iiad  said  the  object  is 

Seat,  and  we  ou^ht  not  to  talk  about  expense, 
e  knew  as  well  as  that  gentleman  that  war 
could  not  be  carried^  on  without  expense.  This 
is  not  the  (]^uestion.  The  question  is,  whether  we 
will  submit  to  an  unAecesiary  expense^?  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  ^Mr.  Grunov)  has 
told  us  we  ought  to  agree  With  th($  Senate,  lest 
we  hazard  the  loss  of  the.  bill.  If  this  should  hfi 
the  case,  on  whom  will  the  responsibility,  rest? 
Where  it  ought  to  rest.  Have  we  not  shown 
every  disposition  to  accommodate  the  Senate,  ar 
the  same  time  that  we  epdeavored  to  guard 
a^inst  unnecessary  expense?  How  will  the 
bill  stand  if  the  amendments  be  stricken  out?  It 
wrllbean  excellent  bill  for  officers,  but  not.  for 
men.  There  will  be  an  army  of  officers  without 
men.  Would  it  injure  the  service  if  these  anrend- 
ments  remain  ?  He  thoqght  not.  He  had  doubts 
whether  the'  twelve  hundred  men  Jbr  s«  regi- 
ments would  be  raised  for  twelve  months  from 
this  time;  and  all  this  time  the  nation  would  be 
saddled  ivith  the  expense  of  the.  officers  for  idl 
the  th irteen  regiments.  If  tbjs  were' economy, 
he  did  not  understand  it.  It  will  be  remembered, 
said  Mr.  S.,  that  all  power  rests  With  the  people. 
Theii^  opinion  supports  those  in  power ;  and  when 
that  changes,  they  will  choose  those  whose  opin- 
ions correspond,  with  their  own. 

Mr.  S.  said  when  he  lool^ed  forward  to  the  day 
when  we  should  have  to  call  upon  the  people  for 
taxes  to  support  this  expense,  or,  at  least,  to  pay 
the  interest  of  it— for  he  hoped  it  was  not  intend- 
ed to  borrow  money  to  pay  the  interest  as  Well 
as  principal — he  expected  great  murmuring.  For 
we  must  have  internal  taxes;  no  one  thought  of 
i.nf  other  source.  AH  goes  on  very  smoothly  at, 
present;  but  the  trying  tiine  %ill  be  when  the 
supplies  come  to  be  raised.  He  was  willing  to 
enter  into  this  war;  but  he  was' unwilling  to  ex- 
pend one  shilling  unnece^sarihr. 

Mr.  Troop  was  in  favor  of  receding,  because, 
in  doine  so,  he  believed  the  raising  of  ihe  troops 
would  be  expedited ;  for,  if  two  hundred  officers 
ctiuld  raise  ten  thousand  men  in  ^  given  time, 
four  hundred  officers  could  raise  twenty  thousand 
in  the  same  time.  He  could  not  help  replying  to 
a  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr*  SmiubJ  that  gentlemen  Virere  all  for  econ- 
omy. Mr.  T.  was  not  for  a  war  of  economy,  but 
a  war  of  vigor.  All  wars  are  necessarily. expen- 
sive. The  more  feeble  and  protracted  they  are, 
the  greater  will  be  the  expense ;  and  the  expense 
is  less,  in  proportion,  as  they  are  short  and  vigor- 
ous. If  we  are  not  to  have  an  energetic  war,  let 
tis  have  no  war.  He  believed  the  resources  of 
this  country  are  adequate  to  any  war.  Compare 
the  situation  of  the  country  with  what  It  was  in 
1775.  Our  population  now  consists  of  seven  tniU 
lions  of  active,  enterprising  individuals,  carrying 
on  a  commerce  second  only  to  one  nation  in  the 
world ;  then,  our  population  was  only  three  mil- 
IdthCoN.  IstSsss.— 83 


lions,  with  a  feeble  colonial  commerce,  and  the 
people  miiferably  poor  in  everything  but  a  spirit 
of  liberty.  What  did  they  do?  If  gentlemen  will 
recur  to  the  Journals  of  that  day,  they  will  discov- 
er that,  when  Congress  had  a  formidable  army 
ready  to  march,  they  had  not  a  dollar  of  revenue, 
'and  the  people  were  too  indigent  to  raise'  money. 
Congress  had  to  issue  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  of  dollars.  If  it  be  thought  we 
cannot  raise  the  necessary  supplies,  we  hacT better 
do  at  once,  what,  perhaps,  we  shall  find  it  neces- 
$ary  to  do,  if  we  refuse  to  recede  from  these 
amendments — stttmit 

Mr.  WiDOBRT  said,  had  not  these  ameiidments 
4ieen  made  to  the  bill,  the  minority  on  its  passage 
would  have  been  much  larger  ^han  it  was.  Un- 
til gentlemen  shall  come  forward  and  offer  some 
good  reason  for  agreeing  to  the  present  motion, 
he  should  be  opposed  to  it,  believing  this  House 
ta  be  as  good  jud^  of  what  was  right  as  the 
other.  Indeed;  if  there  be  safety  in  a  multitude 
of  counsellors,  we  have  the  advantase.  He  did 
not  believe  the  loss  of  the  bill  would  be  hazarded 
by  refusing  totecede ;  it  would  bring  on  a  confer- 
ence. He  was  willing  to  ro  as  far  as  was  necei- 
sary  in  raising  troops,  but  he  wished  to  avoid  all 
unnecessary  expense. 

Mr.  RoBCRTs  said  the  question  had  now  re- 
solved itself  into  the  shape  in  ^hich  he  wished 
to  have  had  it  before,  when  the  bill  was  under 
discussion.  The  vote  will  now  be  whether  we 
v^ill  agree  to  raise  an  army  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  and  all  the  .officers,  complete;  at  a 
time,  too,  when  nothing  has  been  done  towards 
arming  the  militia  or  raising  volunteer9,  and 
When,  from  the  present  situation' of  things,  not 
much  is  to  be  expected  on  those  subjects.  The 
measures  which  have  been  taken  for  putting  our- 
selves in  a  stale  for  meeting  a  war.  arose  from  the 
Message  of  the  President  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session.  The  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, who  had  this  subject  under  consideration, 
recommended  the  filling  pp  of  the  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  raising  an  additional  military 
force,  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  and  arm- 
ing and  disCiplinjng  the  militia.  The  Senate  re- 
ported n  bill}  and  matured  it,  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional military  force,  but  he  had  not  heard  that 
they  had  taken  anv  step  respecting  the  militia  or 
volunteers.  We  nrsi  agree  to  raise  what  appear- 
ed to  him  the  most  objectionable  force — which, 
he  feared,  would  prevedtdue  attention  being  naid 
to  the  volunteers  and  militia.  He,  therefore, 
thought  it  would  be  improper,  fn  this  stage  of  the 
business,  for  the  House  to  recede.  The  Senate, 
it  would  be^  recollected*  is  a  part  of  the  Exedu- 
tive  branch  of  the  (Government,  and  the  differ- 
ence now  between  the  two  Houses  is,  whether 
all  the  officers  shall  be  at  once  appointed.  Per- 
haps they  felt  a  desire  on  this  subietft,  arising  from 
their  Executive  duty.  He  should  wish  to  be  sat- 
isfied on  ibis  point  by  a  conference  before  he 
agreed  to  recede. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  House  had  already 
decided  that  twenty-five  thousand  men  were  ne- 
cessary.   The  only  question  at  present  is  a  ques- 
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tioD  of  expense.  Can  any  ^entletqan  sajr  what 
the  difierence  of. expense  will  be?  He  believed 
it  would  be  very  iDCODsider«ble.  The  quei^tion 
of  peace  or  war  must  be  decided  in  three  or  four 
month*,  and  several  weeks  would  pass  before  the 
appointments  could  be  made.  Conjg^ress  would 
spend  more  in  deliberating  on  this  subject  than 
the  di^erence  of  expeqse  wpuld  amount  to.  In 
case  the  whole  of  the  officers  be  appointed,  the 
recruiting  service  will  so  on  much  better  than  it 
would  otherwise  do.  If,  ^id  Mr.  C,  we  be  seri> 
ous  on  the  question  of  war,  we  ought  not  to  stickle 
about  an  expense  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand 
dollars.  If  a  temper  Of  this  kind  is  to  f^evail  iii 
the  House,  it  will  show  that  we  are  not  fit  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  He  knew  the 
.expenses  of  war  were  considerable,  and  they  will 
be  so,  at  all  events ;  but  a  war  carried  on  with 
▼igor.  would  be  less  so  than  oae  carried  on  in  a 
feeble,  inefiective  way.  If  gentlemen  were  alarm* 
ed  at  a  measure  of  this  kind  at  the  commence- 
•  ment'of  our  preparations,  we  hi^d  better  proceed 
DO  further. 

Mr.  Rani>olpb  said  he  would  make  a  motion 
which  would  supersede  the  one  before  the  Hotise. 
It  was,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject should  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  this  motion,  not  from  a 
wish  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, but  from  a  sense  of  that  duty,  from,  a  per- 
formance of  which  he  trusted  he  should  never. be 
found  to  shrink.  He  made  the  motion,  bepause 
he  held  a  standing  army  to  be,  in  itself,  uncopge- 
oial  with  a  Republican  Government;  because  he 
held  this  Government,  as  at  present  constituted, 
to  be  incapable,  under  existing  circumstances,  of 
carrying  on,  to  any  practical  national  efiect,  for- 
eign offensive  war.  He  made  the  motion,  also, 
because  the  course  pursued  by  the  tw6  Houses  of 
Congress,  is  a  course  not  required  by  (he  circum- 
atances^fthe  country,  nor  b]^  that' branch  of  the 
Government  which  must  be  iptcusted  ultimately 
with  the  employment  of  the  force  proposed  to  be 
raised.  It  appeared  to  him,  that,  of  late  years, 
novelties  the  most  strange  and  unaccountable  h^d 
daily  grown  up  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  the  first  place,  we  undertake,  by  law,  to  en- 
ter into  stipulation  with  a  foreiffn  Power,  not 
binding  upon  that  Power,  but  binjioi;  only  upon 
ourselves.  To  do,  by  law,  that  to  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive power  alone  is  competent,  and  that  which 
could  be  carried  iiUo  efiect  by  the  treaty-making 
power  only.  Now  we  are  undertaking  to  say, 
that  the  Executive  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  either  ignorant  of  the  t/ue  interests  of 
the  country,  or  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  nation,  or  unwiUinff  to  do  that  which 
the  public  interest  demands.  This  is  the  subject 
of  your  bill. 

,  After  yoii  Jiav'e  raised  these  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men — if  he  might  reason  on  an  impossibility ; 
for  it  had,  he  thought,  been  demonstrated  that 
these  men  could  not  be  raised,  it  would  be  an 
army  on  paper  only — shall  we  form  a  commit- 
tee of  this  Hou:<e,  in  quality  of  a  Committer  of 
Public  Safety,  or  shall  we  depute  the  power  to 


the  Speaker  (he  should  not  wish  it  in  safer  handft) 
io  carry  on  the  war?  Shall  we  declare,  that 
tlie  Executive  not  being  capable  of  discerning  the 
pub!ic  interest,  or  not  having  spirit  to  pursue  it, 
we  have  appointed  a  committee  to-take  the  Pres- 
ident and  Cabinet  into  cu»tody  ?  Gentlemen  talk 
of  marching  and  countermarching  these  troops, 
as  if  they  would  have  any  control  over  them; 
though  they  will  have  none,  except,  indeed,  that 
they  might  withhold- the  supplies  for  their  support, 
and  by  this  means,  oblige  the  Executive  to  dis- 
band thejn;  but  as  to  !bow^  or  where,  or  whea 
they  shall  be  employed,  this  House  has  oo  coa- 
trol  whatever. 

It  waa  far  from  his  expectation,  when  he  came  . 
to  the  House  this  morning,  that  he  should  have 
said  anything  on  this  bill.  He  did  not  know  or 
expect  that  it  would  be  taken  up.  But  he  did 
consider  a  standing  army  to  be  in  itself  not  merely 
uncpi>genial,  but  deadly,  to  the  spirit  of  a  free 
Government ;  and  he  believed  that  the  first  man 
of  an  adv^turous,  unprincipled  character,  who 

got  into  the  chair  of  our  Government,  with  even 
alf  the  aumber  of  men  now  proposed  to  be  raised, 
at  his  back,  will  m^ake  the  experiment  in  which 
Catiline  failed;  but  in  which  Ceesar^  Croniwell. 
and  Bonaparte  succeeded.  And  shall  we  be  told 
that  there  is  no  danger  of, a  man  of  this  descrip- 
tion getting  into  the  chair  of  Government  ?  Is  It 
necessary  to  carry  your  recollection  to  the  pastf 
Is'it  necessary  to  state  that  a  man,  of  the  very 
description  which  had  been  mentioned,  bad  been 
within  one  vote  of  becoming  President  of  the 
United  States?  ' 

'  A  standing  armv  i^  the  life  and  soul  of  a  mili- 
tary despot.  Will  any  man  deny  it?  Can  des- 
potism exist  without  it?  Is  it  not  the  pabulum 
on  which  it  lives,  and  moves,  and  ha^  its  being? 
It  has  ever  been  dangerous  to  limited  monarch- 
ies—he spol^e  of  hereditary  monarchies.  Look 
for  the  fact,  said  he,  in  all  the  a\iihorities— the 
good,  old  doctriaes  df  the  Whigs,  before  power 
had  corr-opted  thetn  and  they  had  apostatized  from 
their  principles.  And  if  a  standing  army  be  dan- 
gerous to  liberty  in  an^eredUary  monarchy,  where 
the  first  seat  in  society  is  guarded  by  ancient  pre- 
judices, by 'moral  restraints,  and  physical  force; 
tf  in  a  form  of  Government  tike  this,  where  the 
Chair  of  State  is  filled  by  a  King  Log,  a  standing 
army  be  dangerous  to  liberty,  what  must  it  be  ia 
a  Government  like  ours?  In  a  Government  like 
that  of  England,  jt  is  almost  impossible  for  an 
usurper  to  get  at' the  throne.  How  is  he  to  get 
there?  He  dare' not  even  imagine  the  King's 
death.  But  here,  such  a  character  has  only  to 
wait  four  year9,  to  be  inducted,  in  form,  to  yoar 
chair;  the  door  is  always  open  to  him. 

We  hear  much,saidMr.R.  about  the  conduct  of 
the  Congress  of  75.  In  ^5  the  soil  of  this  country 
was  polluted  by  the  tread  of  our  enemy;  and  if  aa 
event  of  the  same  kind  were  to  take  place  now,iet 
the  Congress  of  1812  give  only  the  signal,  and 
there  womd  be  no  difficulty  in  raising  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  more  than  we  could  victual,  and 
clothe,  and  arm.  But  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  army  is  pcopoaed  are  very  different* 
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The  gentlemaD  from  PennsylYaoia  (Mr.  Sai-' 
lib)  has  told  the  Hoasetliat  this  army  i»  to  be 
provided  for  by  ioteroal  taxeji.  He  had  been  ex- 
pecting this.  The  moment  this  bill  becomes  a 
law,  you  will  hear  the  flap  of  ibe  ominous  wings 
of  the  Treasury  pouncing  upon  your  table^  with 
projects  of  land  tax,  excise,  hearth  tax,  window 
tax.  Excise  not  merely  on  whiskey— that  great 
necessary  of  life,  but  upon  leather,  candles  ,dbc., 
4bc,  in  all  the  forms  9f  oppression  and  extortion, 
so  that  the  habitation  of  a  man'  will  no  longer  be 
his  castle.  For  this  reason*  he  wished  the  con- 
eideratioo  of  this  bill  postponed^  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Bacom,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means) 
might  lay  before  the  House  his  budget  fbr  rneei- 
ing  the  expenses  of  th^  war ;  so  that  the  House 
Qiay  not,  in  ibe  fir^t  instance,  be  entrapped  by 
agreeing  to  ritise  an  army,  t^nd  then  be  told,  they 
have  nothing  left  to  do,  but  to  provide  a  system 
of  internal  taxation.  And  for  what  expense  are 
you  to  provide  ?  The  pripcipal?  No;  the  bare 
interest  of  the  principal  only. 

We  are  to  l^avea  vast  army — double  the  amount 
of  that  proposed^  be  raised  in  '96-^internal  taxes, 
eight  per  cent,  loans,  and  no  Fed^alism.  1  praj 
you.  said  Mr.  R.,  of  what  sort  of  things  is  this 
Federalbm  compounded  ?  What  are  its  elements  ? 
You  have  your  choice  of  two  aUeraalives.  Gen- 
tlemen must  either  stop  on^tbe^good  old  Virginia 
ground,  or  they  must  scout  i{,  and  go  into  Feder- 
alism, and  adopt  Federal  doctrine  to  its  full  ex- 
tent, ^hey  must-  take  one  or  the  other ;  and  if 
they  be  prepared  for  this  system  of  internal  ux- 
ation — this  system  o(  patrooage-r-this  vast  Aripy 
and  Navy,  and  the  point  of  boA<ir — he  spoke  of 
honor  as  between  nations — it. is  hardly  worth 
while  to  keep  up  the  old  .distinction. 

With  regard  to  loans.  He  should  be  sorry  on 
the  general  subject  of  finance,  or  perhaps  on  any 
other,  to  pretend  to  an  equal  degree  ot  in  forma* 
tion  with  the  very  extraordinary  mat)  at  the  head 
of  our  Treasury  Department.  'He  never  had  any 
doubt  of  bis  ingenuity  He  believed  that  \^hat 
could'be  done,  he  would  effect.  He  would  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  however,  for  though  his  sources  of 
ioformation  were  not  eaual  to  those  of^the  Secre- 
tary, he  had  no  doubl^Qt  their  correctness,  that  he 
cannot  borrow  money  to  the  extent  of  our  waot& 
Jt  is  not  be  to  had  abroad  we  all  know ;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  bad  at  home.  It  is  vejy  easy  for« 
mad,  or  a  nation,  in  full  credit*  who  pays  punctual- 
ly, to  borrow  either  small  or  large  sums;  but  an- 
nounce to  the  world  that  you  hare  no  resort,  but 
to  borrow,  and  you  will  soon  find  the  barometer 
of  your  credit  fall. 

What  is  the  proposition,  Mr.  R.  asked,  which 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
has  brought  forward  for  ijra porting  from  Great 
Brk^in  and  her  possessions,  articles  ordered,  or 
said  to  be  ordered,  previous  to  ttie  2d  of  February 
last?  It  is  said,  to  enable  us  to  comply  with  our 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  in  furnishing  them  with 
the  <;astomary  articles.  But  it  is,  in  fact,  to  get 
blankets  and  woollens  for  our  soldiery  and  revenue 
Dto  oar  Trea.5ar  y.     It  is  to  get  a  supply  of  arti. 


cleS)  which  we  confess  we  have  not, and  to  receive 
the  duties  on  impdst  and  tonnage.  How  does 
this  square?  Look  at  your  revenue  before  you 
undertook  to  iatertere  with  commerce,  and  look 
at  it  now,  and  you  will  find  that  nearly  one  half 
of  your  revenue  is  destroyed  by  your  own  act. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  bad  listened  with  attention, 
whenever  his  health  would  permit,  to  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  in* favor  of  this  bill.  He  bad 
heard  nothing  of  any  weight  until  his  worthy 
friend  from  Sooth  Carolina  (Mr.  Williams) 
spoke  the  other  day.  Nothing  which  had  not 
been  repeated  at  least  one  hundred  times  before, 
and  much  better  said ;  and  there  was  such  a  sim- 
ilarity, between  the  debates  of  this  time  and  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  the  whole  appeared  like  an 
old  story.  Asa  friend  and  old  fellow-laborer  in 
political  opinion,  he  was  highly  gratified  by  toe 
speech  of  the  gentleinan  from  South  Carolina ; 
but,  except  on  the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, he  did  not  recollect  that  he  had  said  anything 
either  new  or  convincing.  After  the  fascination 
of  his  animated  manner  had  passed  off,  lie  had 
•earobed  his  inind  for  anything  else  in  vain.  He 
listened  to  have  heard  a  word  on  the  sul^ect  of 
the  French  decrees,  either  governmeatal  or  mu- 
icipal,  or  on  the  stipulations  of  tbQ  present  Em- 
peror of  France  towarda  the  United  States.  '  He 
listened  also  for  something  on  the  subject  of  tha 
letter  of  (he  Duke  de  Cadore  to  our  Mmister ;  but 
be  listened  in  vain.  He  beard  nothing  but  the 
old  story  that  the  West  Indies  would  bo  longer 
be  worth  cultivating,  and  that  the  mahuiacturers 
of  Birminghaip  and  Manchester  would -com  pel  the 
British  Ministry  to  yield  to  our  demuods.  This 
had  been  the  standing  order  of  the  day  for  six 
yeaTs  past. 

.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  called  the 
attenilun  of  the  House  to  a  corameree)  which  we 
need  never  again  look  for.  'As  we  l^ave  under- 
taken to  force  manufactures  here,  so  has  the  Em-< 
peror  of  France  Qudertaken  to  force  them;  and 
as  we  have  refused  to  supply  England  with  raw 
materials,  she  has  sought  for  aupplies  in  other 
quarters.  ,He  iookeji  upon  our  export  of  cotton 
to  be  as  dead  as  that  of  indigo.  We  shall  have 
no  market  for  it  hereafter,  but  to  supply  oar  own 
consumption ;  except  they  will  take  it  from  us  in 
China,  which  can  scarcely  be  expected. 

The  gentfeman  from  South  Carolina  says,  that 
it  takes  all  the  profits  of  our  trade  with  other 
countries,  to  pay  the  annual  balanee  due  to  Eng- 
land. To  men  of  practical  minds,  what  does  thia 
fact  prove?  It  proves  that  this  balance  waa  es- 
sential to  our  interest.  It  proves  that  we  all  know^ 
that  a  capital  is  necessary  to  a  man  who  is  de- 
void of  one ;  and  England,  being  the  first  eom- 
merpial  nation  in  the  world,  furnishes  us  with  a 
capital  which  we' want,  as  Holland,  in  former 
times,  used  to  furin»h  capital  for  the  other  nationi 
of  Europe.  It  is  as  plain  as  any  proposition  in 
mathematics,  that  where  two  nations  trade  to- 
gether, the  one  rich  and  the  other  poor,  the  one 
yielding  raw  materials,  and  the  other  mannfae- 
tures  in  a  finit^bed  state,  thai  th^  trade  of  superior 
wealth  and  refinement  is  aecessary  to  the  nation 
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of  inferior  wealth.  Do  you  want  an  illostration  7 
Wbiefa  is  most  necessary  ih  America-^blankets 
and  rifles  or  furs?  Suppose  the  savaffeon  our 
Northwestern  frontier  would  not  let  us  haTe  their 
furs,  they  would  not  get  our  blankets  and  rifles^ 

Do  not  gentlemen  Aee  the  avidity,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  difficulties  attending  the  trade,  and  the 
oonseijuent  high  prices,  with  which  British  man- 
ufactures are  purchased  tere?  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  has  fqunded  a.stropg  argu- 
ment, in  the  reduced  pri6e  of  this  cotton,  for  re- 
sisting the  Orders  in  Council.  But  the  low  price 
of  his  cotton  is  no^  proof  of  the  depreciation  of 
British  manufactures. 

But  we  art  to  go  to  war  to  conquer  th%  liberty 
of  the  sea — France  having  tried  this  in  yaiq.. 
France,  with  an  army  of  a  million  of  men,  with 
Bonaparte,  Massena.  and  other  famous  generals' at 
their  head,  haFiog  railed  in  this  enterprise,  some 
of  our  famous  colonels  are  determined  to  succeed. 
This  appears  farcical. 

But  as  to  the  principle  pf  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, take  France  out  of  the  way,  and  he  believed 
there  would  be  no  hesitation  in  resisting  them. 
The  question  has  been^  shall  we  resist  (he  minor, 
and  put  up  with  the  major  injury  7  But«  situated 
as  we  are,  he  would  resist  the  Orders  in  Council. 
But  he  saw  no  connexion  between  an  array  of 
twenty-five  or'  fifty  thousand  meh,  and  a  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Suppose  the  Chinese  had  as  great  a  maritime 
force  in  their  seas  as  the  British  ^^^^  ^^  ^^®  ^^' 
iantic  ocean,  and  China  was  at  war  with  Japan, 
and  had  passed  simihir  orders  with  the  Britisli. 
We  have  no  trade  to  Japan ;  she  has  some  decree,' 
either  ffovernmental  or  municipal,  to  prevent  our 
going  there;  would  his  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, whose  heroic  spirit  and  manly  mind  he  ad- 
mired, undertake  to  compel  the  Chinese,  with  a 
population  of  three 'hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
subjects  and  a  large  fleet  of  ships-of-the-line,  by 
passing  a  law  to  raise  twenty-five  thousand  men. 
to  repeal  her  restrictive  oVders  agaiust  our  com- 
merce? This  would  be  outquixottng  Quixote 
himself;  and  outherpding  ali  oui^  former  Herod- 
ings.  With  a  law  for  raising  twenty-five,  thou- 
sand men,  whom  you  cadnot  raise,  you  are  to  set 
out  on  an  expedition  to  conquer  the  liberty  of  the 
sea ;  and  where?  He  did  not  know  whether  he 
understood  bis  frienr4  from  South  Carolina ;  but 
be  seemed  to  have  aora^e  project  in  his  mind — the 
torpedoes  having  failed,  he  supposed  he  had  got- 
ten some  other  new  invented  machinery  to  be 
put  in  motion  by  the  Falls  of  Niagara ;  but  what 
It  was  he  understood  not. 

There  is  one  view  of  the  subject,  which  he 
must  be  permitted  to  uke.  No  wise  man  would 
undertake  any  important  measure  until  he  first 
calculated  the  manner  of  effecting  his  object,  and 
considered  the  situation  in  which  he  would  be 
placed  aftcfr  bis  purpose  was  attained.  Mr.  R. 
would  overlook  every  other  consideration.  He 
would  indulge  gentlemen  in  their  most  romantic 
notions  of  supcess.  He  would  consider  the  Amer- 
ican standard  as  hoisted  on  the  walls  of  duebec, 
and  even  at  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick. 


What  have  you  got.  at  an  immense  expense  of 
blood  and  treasure?  a  national  curse ! 

YoU  will,  to  be  sure,  have  done  a  favor  to  Can- 
ada. You  will  have  purchased,  at  a  dear  rate, 
her  independence.  This  is  very  benevolent  ana 
philanthropic — and  might  be  A  very  proper  con- 
sideration for  a  ouaker  meeting  or  philanthropic 
society,  but  not  for  this  body.  But  after  Canada 
shall  be  conquered,  commerce  could  nor  be  forced 
into  that  inhospitable  climate ;  and  yet  we  are  to 
bring  upon  ourselves  land  taxes,  excise, and  int^- 
nal  taxes  of  every  description,  to  obtain  it.* 
'  Are  there  no  limits,  a^ked  Mr.  R.,  to  the  terri- 
tory over  which  Republican  government  may  be 
extended?  Is  it,  like  space,  indefinite  in  its  ex- 
tent ?  He  believed  that  whenever  the  valley  of 
the  Missieeippi  came  to  be  filled  up,  we  should 
find  our  mistake  on  this  subject. 

You  are  laying  the  ibundatioti  for  a  secession 
from  the  Union-^on  the  north,  by  the  possession 
of  Canada,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  Ohio,  for 
another  division.  The  Ohio  has  been  made  the 
line  between  the  siaveholding  States  and  those 
which  hold  no  slaves.  He  nee^  not  call  the  at- 
tention of  theHouse  t6  this  distinction,  nor  to  the 
jealousies  and  animosities  growing  out  of  the 
subject.     ^ 

Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  thoughtahese  twenty-five 
thousand  men  could  efiect  their  object;  if  they 
could  be  raised;  if,  being;  raised,  they  would  not 
be  more  dangerous  than  the  Orders  in  Council  or 
French  decrees,  he  might  have  been  disposed  to 
favor  the  passage  of  this  bill.  * 

But  why  should  gentlemen  wish  to  raise  a 
larger  force  than  the  Executive  wants — than  he 
is  disposed  to  use  ?  'For,  with  all  his  jealousies 
of  Executive  power,  when  we  go  to  war,  we  must 
do  one  of  the  two  things:  We  must  etther  give 
the  President  such  a  militarv  and  naval  force, 
and  let  him  use  it;  or,  if  be  decline  using  it,  re- 
tnove  him  and  put  some  man  in  his  place  who 
will  use  it.  There  is  no  other  alternative.  Will 
any  one  suggest  any  other  ?. 

Vou  have  an  agent  to  exect^te  certain  business, 
he  asks  fVom  you  a  certain  amount  for  effecting 
the  business  on  hand,  you  give  him  double— you 
force  it  upon  him— 70U  compel  him  to  waste  it. 
Would  not  this  be  deemed  extraordinary  conduct 
in  an  individual?  If  we  place  confidence  in  the 
Executive,  we  ought  to  act  up  to  his  views,  and 
not  adopt  measures  to  force  him  beyond  the  point 
to  which  he  is  willing  to  go. 

Mr.  R.  felt  an  otter  incapacity  to  do  a  proper 
degree  of  justice  to  his  sentiments  on  thiftsoojeet; 
but  he  could  not  suffer  the  bill  to  pass  without 
making  one  more-  attempt  to  put  it  m  the  power 
of  the  House  to  retrace  their  steps  from  this  ill- 
advised  measure. 

We  are  going  to  war — going  to  raise  twenty- 
five  thousand  men — going  to  sweep  away  Hw 
Majesty's  Qovemment  from  the  British  Proriu- 
ces.  He  sometimes  was  ready  to  persuade  hioi- 
self  that  he  must  be  laboring  under  a  mental  de- 
rangement— that  the  Aing  could  not  be.  What ! 
raise  twenty-five  thousand  men  for  this  purpose; 
when  it  takes  you  from  the  5th  of  November  to 
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tb«  lOih  of  Januiry,  to  get  a,  biUy^wbiioh  ccsmes^to 
your  hands  ready  cut  aod  dried  from  the  Senate, 
pa«$ed  iato  a  law ;  when  you  have  yet  to  pass 
your  voIuQ^teer  bill,  your  navy  bill,  and  above  all, 
your  appropriation  bill.  Why,  Captain  Cook 
would  have  9ail?d  around  the  world  before  you 
can  get  through  this^  and  yet  you  talk  about  car- 
rying oa  otfensive  war,  while  everything  shows 
ypu  incapable  of  carrying  on  such  a  war. 

But,  by  the  aid  of  war  speeches  and  the  previous 
question  you  may  get  your  war  measures  passed. 
But  fhe^reyiofis  question  will  not  replenish  an 
empty  Treasury,  nor  supply  the  places  of  your 
killed  aii4  Wounded  me0,  nor  carry  on  your  war. 
No;  you  would  have  to.  take  the  measures  of 
your  predecessors,  and  infuse  a  little  more  epergy 
into  the  Government. 

Mr.  E.  was  afraid  we  should,  not  te  inclii^ed  to 
copy  after  the  noc  unwise  exiimple  of  our  prede- 
cessors, of  the  Republics  of  ancienl  tiynes-^of  thcl 
ancient  world — to  attend  to  the  auspices  under* 
which  we  are  acting — to  the  signs  of  the  times.  Is 
it  possible  thatthi^  mo^t  imprudent  measure,  this 
first  actual  war  in  which  we  have  been  engaged 
since  we  achieved  our  independence,  should, be 
watered  upon  under  present  circcunstanoes— «wheQ 
eclipses,  comets,  earthquakes  ao4  the  most  deso-. 
lating  visitations  of  Qad  are  taking,  place  1  Can 
these  be  the  harbingers  of  any  tfood  1  But  if  it 
bi^d  pleased  Him,  in.  whose  haoos  are  all  things, 
to  harden  the  lieart  of  Pharaoh,  that  t)ie  Ciiildren 
of  Israel  may  suffer— -;he  i^ppoaed^they  must  suf- 
fer without  compUioing. 

He  should  like  to  be  iold  by  his  worthy  friend 
from  Spuih  Carolina,  wha^  purpose  he  finally  and 
eventually  proposes  to  accomplish  by  the  war  on 
which  we  are  about  to  enter.  Let  ust  said  he, 
come  down  to  the  levej  of  old-fashioned  common 
aense — tell  us,  if  we  must  endure  all  the  evils  of 
war.  what  we  have  lo  expect  in  return, 
.  He  kuew  he  had  detained,  the  House  to  little 
|>urpose ;  but  he  Wished  to  put  it  in  the  power  of 
Che  genilemea  to  revise  and  thiirk  better  of  a  vote, 
oa  which,  in  hia  opinion,  depended  the  ultimate 
happiness,  security,  and  eve^ythinf  dear  to  this 
country.  He  knew  how  very  easy  it  was  to  make 
war ;  nothing  easier  than  to  make  either  national 
ex  personal  war.  It  was  as  easy  to  go  to  war  as 
to  get  a  wife ;  and  many  a  poor  blockhead  had 
liej^een  strutting  his  hour,  because  he  had,  aft4f 
^astexerHpn.  married  a  shrew. 

Mr*  R.  wished,  if  they  tould  do  no  better,  that 
Congress  would  adjourn,  and  suffer  the  members 
to  go  home  and  consult  with  the  good  old  pbint- 
ers  of  the  country  on  the  subject  of  this  war ; 
aod  ask  them  if  they  are  willing  that  their  sons 
.shall  go  to  fight  the  Canadians^  and  whether, 
to  support  the  expense,  they  be  willing  to  submit 
to  the  payment  of  direct  and  indirect  taxes,  in 
order  that  we  may  get  possession  of  the  great 
mill-seat  at  Niagara? 

If  the  two  liouses  were  to  adjourn  only  fox  six 
Wfeks,  it  would  afibrd  time  for  the  present  war 
fever  to  subside  \  and  by  that  time  the  Hornet 
would  have  returned.  He  did  not  believe,  indeed, 
9X  preaeat^if  a  deolanuioa  of  war  was- laid  upon 


the  table  that  <brty*five  votca  coold  behad  in  favor 
of  it ;  and  he  had  been  surprised  that  no  gentle- 
man had  brought  this  proposition  before  the  House, 
instead  of  talking  about  paper  restrictions — paper 
armies — paper  money.  -It  is  tfucL  the  Constitu- 
tion has  prohibited .  paper;  but  what  is  the  Con- 
stitution? It  is  a  paper  CoBstitutioo.  It  says 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver  shall  be  a  tebder  $  that 
np  appropriation  shall  be  made  for  av  array  for  a 
longer  term  than  (wo  years ;  >  bat,  in  despite  of  oar 
Constitution,  appropnatioas  have  been  applied 
to  the  Army  more  than  two  years  after  they  were 
voted ;  but  if  this  be  inquired  into,  you  will  be 
told  that  it  is  a  Treasury  regulation^  which  is 
made  to  supersede  the  Constitution. 

Mr.R.  was  the  more  anxious  to  hear  the  opinion 
of  his  friend  from  Soulh  Carolina  as  to  the  effect 

Eroposed  to  be  obtained  by  these  measures,  becaitte 
e  believed  him  to  be  otie  of  those  pure,  disinter- 
ested politicians,  who  sought  nothing,  and  would 
receive  nothing  from  (heGoytrnment  of  his  coaa- 
Xty — who  eame  here,'  at  an  expense  of  his  time  and 
fortune,  to  discharge  the  trust  so  worlliily  placed 
in  him  by  his  constitaents.  Mr.  R.  was  proud 
to  say  that  he  stood  oa  the  same  grouod — 'that 
be  never  occupied  any  other— on  it  he  should  for- 
ever stand  as  long  as  he  remained  in  public  life^- 
and  probaUy  remaia  what  is  called  an  oppositioa 
man ;  because  the  momeat  the  outs  get  m,  they 
do  the  very  things,  against  which,  wbilst  the 
were  patriots,  ibey  loudly  endailned.  They  re- 
alize the  old  fable  of  JBsop,  *<  it  was  your  bull  that 
gored  my  ox,V 

'  Let,  however,  the  €h>reuiiaeQt  come  to  any  res- 
olution, ia  which  the  rights  aad  liberties  of  the 
couatry  are  involved^  if  he  had  no  atroag  objec- 
lioa  to  the  course  proposed,  it  wo«|ld  receive  no 
captious  opposition  from  him;  He  shoaid  despise 
any  capitdue.  opposition;  but  when  you  conne  to 
raise  standing  armies^  to  treason  bills,  to  bills  for 
the  suspension  of  the  habeoM  ctrptm^  to  unlimited 
taxatioa,  to  the  violation  of  the  most  sacred  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution,  he  should  then  put  in 
his  veto. 

Whose  bill  is  this^  asked  Mr.  R.,  upon  which 
we  are  now  debating  ?  Is  it  the  bill  of  the  wise, 
the  sober,- the  discreet,  the  cautious,  the  thinking 
man,  who  now  fills  the  Chair  oi  State  ?  No.  Is 
it  the  biil  ef  either  of  his  two  able  ooadj|uforS| 
men  ef  clear  minds,  flrat  in  business^  first  in  hu- 
man affairs— solid,  tninkiag,  iageoions,  wily,  euo- 
ning^never  at  a  loss*-something  like  a  cat,  al- 
ways oa  th^ir  feet?  He  knew  this  bill  did  not 
come  from  them..  It  Is  an  anti«ministerial  meaa- 
"ure,  and,  there^e,  though  he  was  somewhat. sur- 
mised at  sooae  of  the  support  which  it  received, 
he  was  not  surprised  at  the  countenance  it  had 
from  othe».  Whose  system,  then,  is  it  %  It  oame 
from  the  otbei^  House.  Upon  what  is  it  bottomed? 
Upon  knj  regal ar  report  1  Not,  he  believed,  upon 
even  a  resolution.  We  have  no  information  upon 
what  6bjeot  the  force  is  to  be  enuiloyed)  or  who 

is  to  command  it-^and  that  is  of^  some  import* 
ance.  He  should  like  to  seethe  Cdmmaader-in- 
chief  named  in  the  bill,  though  it  would  be  adopt- 
ing a  new  mode. 
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This  is  a  project,  said  Mr.  H't  which,  a  hm- 

Iear5  hence,  do  man  will  father — no  one  will  ac- 
Rowledge  it  to  be  biK  project.  It  will  be  said  the 
bill  originated  in  the  Senate— that  there  was  a 
l^eat  alarm  in  the  eountr^r*;  that  the  Seaate4>eing 
a  branch  of  the  Execuiire,  were  suppo^  to  pos- 
sess the  most  correct  informatioa^tliat  the  whole 
party  was  for  it— -that  he  (the  member  who  gif  ee 
th^is  account)  was  rather  against  it,  but  that  he 
bad  given  way  to  the  general  opinion  ;  and  where 
will  then  be  the  man  w4io  brought  forward  this 
bill!?    QoOeto  the  Fault  ofall  the  Capulets. 

tie  bad  frequently  beard  of  thoughtless  indt- 
vidua  Is  being  drawn  int'o  scrapes ;  but  he  never 
before  heard  of  a  nation,  a  sober-minded  nation, 
being  drawn  ioto  a  war,  not  only  against  its  own 
consent,  bu^  against  the  best  judgment  of  those 
intrusted  with  the  •  Government.  He  repeated 
that  it  #as  an  anti-ministerial  measure,  which 
will  be  attended  with  no  trifling  consequence. 

Mr.  R.  said  be  was  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Reiations.  This  House  is  inde« 
pendent  of  cbe  Executive  branch  of  tb^  Govern- 
ment }  yet  in- every  questtoQ  connected  with  war, 
as. that  department  is  best^cquainted  with  the 
aubject,  and  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  as 
it  most  eventually  be  intrusted  with  the  execu- 
tion of  war  measures,,  there  was  but  ontf  course, 
after  the  committee  niet,  w^ich  coidmon  sense 
PjTtecribed,  and  that  win  to  apply  to  the  Execu- 
tive branch  for  information  on  this  subject.  It 
was  on  his  motion,  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
appeared  before  the  committee,.and  gaye  them  a 

Elan  of  what  the  Bxeeuttve  deemed  necessary  \6 
e  done,  and  rhe  committee  reported  accordingly^ 

And  what  has  been  the  result  ?  Without  aaf 
farther  information  from  the  Executive,  we  have 
changed  our  views  on  the  subject,  and  taken  up 
a  bill  from  the  other  House,  we  know  not  from 
what  source. 

Mr.  R.  believed  we  had  as  good  a  Government 
as  we  shootd  ever  see.  He  spoke  of  the  Execu- 
tive branch.  He  asked  no  favors  of  them  ;  all 
that  he  had  to.ask  of  our  Ministry  was/  that  they 
would  keep  their  hands  out  of  his  pocket.  But 
why  this  Violent  struggle  against  Executive 
wishes?  If,  under  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
system  of  measured,  the  people  murmur  -affainst 
their  rulers,  what  must  the  Executive  sAy?  Of 
course,  he  wilLsay,  *^*  [  laid  my  plan  before  Con* 
gress,  and  told  them  what  measures  ought,  ia 
my  opinion,  to  be  pursued;  but  they  turned  a 
deaf  ear  to  it.  Somebody,  or  nobody^  brought 
forward  fi  biA  entirely  difiefeni  from  what  I  had 
recommended ;  but  it  was  passed  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  both  Houses,  and  I  did  not  choose  to 
put  my  veto  upon  it." 

What  can  be  said  under  ihese^circumstances? 
The  Executive  stands  acquitted.  Not  a  tittle  of 
responsibility  attaches  to  him  on  accouhr'of  the 
measures  we  are  taking.  Where  then  does  it  lie  1 
On  the  House  of  Representatives.  Where  are 
they?  Gone  to  their  respective  homes;  and, 
wfa^  they  meet  again,  who  are  they  ?  A  differ- 
«rent  body  of  men. 

Mr.  R.  said  it  was  most  astonishing  to  him. 


that  men  in  whose  integrity  he  had'  the  most  un- 
bounded confidence,  in  whose  judgment  he  had 
(he  highest  opinion,  should  suffer  themselves  to 
be  carried  away  by  clamor— not  only  against  their 
own  judgment  and  feelings,  but.agaiasl  the  will  - 
of  the.  Executive  branch  of  the  Gk)vernment. 
Pass  this  bill,  said  he,  and  we  shall  be  disbanded 
long  before  the  army  we  are  about  to  raise,  with* 
out  being  entitled  either  to  half  pay  or  a  bojuntry 
in  land.  -        .'- 

Who,  ask^  Mr.  R.,  are  the  Governors  of  this 
country  ?  .Are  not  the  people?  Isnot  the  peo- 
ple's money  to  support  the  expenses  of  this  war? 
It  is,  then,  a  question  for  them  to  settle. .  He  knew 
thev  must  settle  it  through  their  Representatives. 
If  the  nation  be  not  disposed  to  fight,  it  w1H  not 
be  war  speeches,  made  here,  that  will  goad  them 
to  battle.  Yo(i  can  neither  make  the  people  go 
to  war,  nor  keep  them  at  v^ar,  unless  they  be  con- 
vinced they  have  no  other  resource.  When  dis- 
satisfied, they  will  speak  a  laiiguage  which  will 
be  heard.  r 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  the  most  profbund  respetgt 
for  the  intentions  of  gentlemen  who  differ  in  opin- 
ion from  him  on  this  question.  God  forbid  that 
he  should  arrogate  to  jhintself  to  judge  not  only 
as  to  the  correctness  of  measures,  but  as  to  inien-^ 
tion.  Have  we'a  right  ta  say  that  the  intentions 
of  the  majority  of  those  who  supported  the  mea-' 
sures  of '98,  were  corrupt?  CeriaJBl]^  tM>t ;  bar 
we  know  the  hatioii,  when  they  had  time  to  ex- 
amine ioto  those  measures,  withdrew  from  them 
their  support.  And  who  are  the  great  Republi- 
cans, the  majority  of  the  present  day  ?  They  are 
the  same  who  opposed  and  condemned  thedoinga 
of  the  Congress  of  *98. 

There  was  so  much  to  be  said  On  this  subject, 
that  he  had  not  touched  upon;  and  so  much  to 
be  we)l  said,  that  he  had  said  most  lamely,  that 
Mr.  R.  felt  reluctant  to  take  his  chair.  He  would 
not,  hoWeVer,  farther  weary  the  patience  of  the 
House.  He  hoped  some  other  jgfentleman,  better 
qualified,  would  take  U|>  the  points  he  had  omit* 
t^d.  He  had  spoken  principally  as  to  the  views 
and  designs  of  the  Administration,  as  counteract* 
ed  by  the  bill  on  the  table ;  he  would  not  say,  or 
insinuate  designedly ;  though  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  bill  proceeded  from  the  warmest  friend 
of  the  Administration.  He  hoped  time  would  be 
afforded  further  to  considetr  the  subject ;  that,  if 
the  present  morion  did  not  succeed,  a  motion  to 
postpone  to  a  day  certain  would  be  more  suc- 
cessful. 

The  question  on  postponetnent  was  taken,  with- 
out further  debase,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : 

YsAS — ^Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Breckenridge,  tSlijalv 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.»  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearaoh,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Blisha 
R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  Rodman,  Daniel 
Sfaeffey,  Riohard  fitonford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson — ^39. 

Nats— Willis  Akton,  jun.,  Williaffl  AndsnoB,8te» 
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ipwiMTi  Ardier,  Extkiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Jottah  Bart- 
latC  Barwell  Baaaett,  Witliara  W.  Bibb,  William 
BteicUedge,  Harmanas  Bleecker,  Thos.  Blount,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Borwell,  William 
Biitlor,  John  C.  Calhoun,  L'angdon  Cbevfa,  Matthew 
CIsj,  Jamef  Oochran,  John  Clopton,  Xewia  Condit, 
WB^n  Crawford,  Roger  Davia,  John  Daweon,  Joseph 
Deaha,  Samvel  Dinsmore,  Eliae  Earle,  Jamea  Emott, 
WUIiam  Findlej,  Jamea  Piak,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thoa. 
Qholaon,  Thomaa  R.Gold,  laaiah  L.  Green,  Felii  Gran>- 
dv,  BolUng  Hall,  Obed  HftU,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawea,  Jobo  M.  Hytieman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
a^h  Kent,  Wm*  tL  Kin^,  Abner  Lacock,  Joaeph  Lefe- 
ter,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Ijo  Roy  Livingston,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcali^  Jamea  Milnor,  Samuel  Li 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeretaoiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel- 
aon,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  NeWbold,  'Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jr.,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, Josiah  Quiney,  William  Reed^  Samuel  Jliuggold, 
John  Rhet>  John  Roane«  Jonathan  Roberta,  Ebeneser 
Sage,  Thomaa  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Bbeneyer 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybart,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow, 
William  Strong,  George  Sullivan,  Peleg  Tallman, 
John  Taliaferto.  Uri  Traqr,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tuner,  jun«,  Pierre  Van  CortUndt,  jun*,  Dayid  R. 
WiUiania,  WiUiam  Widgeiy,  Richard  Winn,  and  Rob- 
art  Wright— 98.    * 

The  qoestioa  was  then  taken  on  receding  from 
the  Mnenddieit  in  the  proviso  to  the  first  aection 
of  the*  bill,  whteh  limited  the  appointmeDt  of 
ofieers  to  aiz  regiments,  and*  was  decided  as, 
fottowv:  '         .^ 

Tkas — Winia  Afaton,  jr.,  William  Anderson, Steven- 
sail  ATcher,  Eaaki^l  Baeon,  Joaiah  Bartlett,  Burwell 
Baaaatt,  Abijah  Bigalew,  William  Blackledge,  EKiah 
BngftMm,  J<jin  C.  Calhoun,,LaBgdon  Chevea,  Martin 
Cliittaiiden,  Matthevf  Clay,  John  Clepton,  Lewis  Con* 
dit,1iSamuel  Dinamoor,  WilUam  Ely,  Jamea  Fisk,  Me-, 
shack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomaa  R.  Gold, 
laaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A*  Harper,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King^^ 
Abner  Lacock,.  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  William  McCoy, 
Alexander  McKiii^,  Samuel  L>  Mitchill,  Jonathan'O. 
Moseley,  Anthony  New',  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
Paulding,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Thomas  Sam- 
mona,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George 
Sultivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pe- 
leg TaUman,  Uri  Tracy,  ^  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tomer,  jr.,  Pierre  Vait  Cortland,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  Rich.  Winn,  and  Robt  Wright^-^T. 

Nays— David  Baid,  William  W.  Bibb,  Harmanua 
Bleeoker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Jamea  Brecken- 
rijge»  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Jamea  Cochran,  Wil- 
liam Cra^wford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  John. 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  J^mea  Emott, 
William  FimUey,  Asa  Fitch,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joaeph 
Lewis>  junior,  Aaron  LyIe,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomaa  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Sam* 


uel  MeKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomaa  New* 
beldi,  Thomaa  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson.  Israel  Pickena, 
Wyiiam  Piper,  Joaiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Jona* 
than  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebo- 
nezer  Seaver,  Daniel  ShefTey,  John  Smilie,  Gterga 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  SUnford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Willi^  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  William  Widgery, 
and  Thomas  WilsS^n— 60.  , 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receding  from 
theamendment  which  formed^  the  twenty-fifth  see-^. 
tion'of  tt^e  bill,  providing  that  the  ojficers  should 
coDtinoe  10  commission  durio^  such  term  onlv  as 
the  President  shall  judge  requisite,  and  carried  hj 
about  tha  same  majority  as  the  last. 

The  next  question  was,  oo  receding  from  the- 
twenty-sizih  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided* 
that  no  general,  field,  or  staff  officer  should  receive* 
pay  until  called  into  service.  This  questton  waa 
(ostj  there  heinff  49.  votes  for  receding  and  76^ 
against  it,  as  folk} wst 

Tiis—Willi»  Alston,  jr^  William  Anderson,  Esekiel 
Baeon,  Joaiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Baaaatt,  Wm.  W.  Bibb» 
Harmadua  Bleecker,  Jno.  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevea^ 
John  Glopton,  Lewia  Condit,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  Jamea 
'Fisk*  Meahack  FrankUn,  Thomas  Gholson,  Isaiah  L. 
GreeUf  Felix  Grundy»  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jbhn 
A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joaeph  Keht,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Leiever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roj 
Livingston,  William  Lowtides,  Alexander  McKinit 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
William  Paulding,  jr.,  Benjamin  POnd,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Thomaa 
Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey* 
bert,  Samuel  ShaW,  Benjamhi  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tall* 
man,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
Umior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Junipr,  and  Leonard 
Vhite— 4». 

Nats — Stevenson  Arefaev,  David  Bard,  A.  Bigelow, 
William  Blackledge,  Thomaa  Btount,  Adam  ^oyd,  Jaa. 
Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Bf:9wn,  William 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew.  Clav,  J^mes  Cochran, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jo^ph 
Desha,  Eliaf  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Wil- 
liam Fmdley,*  Asa  Fitch,  Thomaa  R.  Gold,  Aylett 
Hawea,  Jioob  Hu/ty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  M. 
Johnaon,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr^  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geo. 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jamea 
Milnor,  Jamea  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moaeley,  Hugh  Nelaob,  Thomaa  Newbold,  Thomaa 
Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickena,  William  Plk 
per,  Timothy  Pitkin, jr.,  Josiah  Qoiney,  John  Randolpl^ 
William  Reed, .  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,^Daniel  Shefiey,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Sunford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B, 
Sturges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Tali- 
aferro, Lf^ban  Wheatou,  William  Widgery,  Thomas 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— 76. 

The  last  question  Was  on  receding  from  the 
twenty-sevenih  section,  which  gave  power  to  thli 
President  to  appoint  officers  in  the  recess  of  tha 
Senate,  which  was  carried  61  to  40. 

ReMolvedL,  That  this  House  do  insist  upon  tha 
third  ameadment  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate 
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Frida,t,  Janu^r^r  10. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Oomtnittee  for  the  Dii- 
lEtct  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  iaeorporate 
the  Trustees  of  the  Washington  College^  whi^ 
was  read  twice  And  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BLACKLEDGE.from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject^resented  a  bill  to  alter  ^the  times 
of  holding  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  North  Carolina  District;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time  to^ororrow.  «     ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on 
Che  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  the  President  and 
Trustees  of  the  Natchez  Hospital,  referred  yester- 
^y ;  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  ih^  Com* 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  mrotion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  frotn  the' con- 
sideration of  so  much  of  the  aoovcmentioned  pe- 
tition as  was  referred  to  them  ;  and  it  was  also  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu 
fadures.  ' 

A  message  frbm  theBenaiie  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede,  from  their  disagreement 
to  tike  amendment  to  ^he  bill  ^to  raise  an  addi- 
ttonat  military  foree^'*  which  has  been  insisted  on 
by  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and 
what,  amendments  are  necessary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled '^  An  act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  the 
public  apts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings,  in 
each  State,  shall  be  authenticated,  so  as  to  take 
effect  in  every  othcy  State;"  the  committee  to 
n^ve  leave  to  report  by  hill,  or  otherwise,  "^ 

Mr,  MiLNOR,  Mr.  Cbuvs^,  4nd  Mr.  Law,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

EMPLOYMENT  OP  THE  ARMY. 
Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  said,  that  having  been 
engaged  in  raisine  a  large  military  force,  he,  M 
one,*if  the  United  States  were  to  incur  this  ex- 
pense, was  disposed  to  give  them  employment,  n^ 
probably,  though,  the  identical  employment  of 
which  the  House  had  heard  so  much.  It  was  the 
toaat  of  the  Roman  legion  and  its  commanders, 
that  the  Roman  soldiery  was  as  well  versed  in  the 
use  of  the  pick*xe  and  the  spade  as  the  sword; 
and  so  essential  was  it  deemed  by  that  wise  and 
nilitary  people  that  the  soldiery  should  not  only 
be  aWe  to  perform  their  military  duty,  but  be  use- 
fbl  as  laborers,  that  their  military  levies  were  al- 
ways nmde  from  the  country,  from  men  engaged 
In  the  employment  of  husbandry,  in  preference  to 
the  dissolute  and  profligate  loungers  of  the  town. 
He,  for  one,  had  been,  Tor  a  long  lime,  surprised, 
that  the  Government  should  be  paying  Immense 
sums  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  for  labor, 
whilst  the  soldiery,  which  annually  drew  millions 
from  our  Treasury,  are  kept  in  a  state  of  perfect 
idleness,  leading  to  depravity  and  dissoluteness  of 
mannerd.  He  believed  that  regular  and  whole- 
tome  labor  would  not  only  have  a  good  effect  in 
(^reserving  the  health  of  our  soldiers,  but  it  would 


fender  the  load  of  life  which  they  are  at  presem  . 
compelled  to  bear,  less  burdensome^  and  prevent 
them  frOm  having  recourse  to  iptoxicauon.  If 
they  were  to  be  employed  in  digging  the  Presi- 
dent's house  or  the  War  Office  from  uuder  groood, 
it  would  not  only  give  theot  an  appetite  for  their 
regular  meab,  but  some  appetitefor  titeirexisteaee. 
'  At  this-moment  it  is  eontemplated  by  the  Qow' 
ernment  to  perform  some  works  of  great  oiility. 
We  have  already  decid^  that  if  these  nieo  sbaU 
be  I'aised,  and  the  public  service  does  not  require  - 
them  to  be  employed,  the  President  shall  not  have 
the  power  of  disbapdipg  them ;  but  before  the  bill 
ca\x  |>e  carried  into  operation,  a  considerable  time 
must  elapse:  and  if  there  be  no  war,  our  large 
Peace  Estahlishment  will  b^  entirely  out  of  em- 
ploy, except  that  tEey  may  shoulder  their  mus- 
kets on  the^  south  side  of  so^ie  range  of  buiidlngs. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  the  employment  of 
these  men,  would  not  only  be  useful  in  forward* 
ing  works  of  public  uility,  but  tend  to  their  owa 
comfort  and  happiness — if  there  can  be  such  a . 
thing  as  a  happy  mercenary  slaye— ftad  ia  some 
measure,  suppl  y  tbat  loss  of  labor  which  is  iftkea  - 
outof  the  market'by  their  enlistment*— he  wished . 
sbme  measure  to  be  adopted  for  this  purpose.  He^ 
also-beJIeved  that  if  the  officers  bed  som^hinglike 
employment,  by  oYerlooking  their  men,«and  tee- 
ing that  they  performed  their  work  properly,  they 
would  be  thereby  materially  bendfited ;  for  'he 
could  conceive  of  nothing  so  iAlurious  to  the  com- 
fort of  a  man  as  leading  the  liie  of  h  drone  wiik« 
out  bhstness.  The  greatest  geniuses  of  the  age, 
spending  their  time  in  this  way,  would  beeooM 
drones  and  dead  weights  on  society.  He,  thete- 
fore,  moved  th&following  resolution : 

'*  Mmolvedf^hntihM  Preaideiit  of  the  Uifilsd  Strntat 
be  an^orized  to  employ  the  regular  amy  of  die  United 
States,  whf  n  not  engaged  in  actual  aenrioar  and  wkm. 
iH  his  judgment  the  pubhcr  inteneat  will  mat  thereby  ha 
injared,  in  the  constractiott  of  roada,  caiial%  or  other 
works  of  pablio  otSUty*" 

Mr.  WfttoBT.— -Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  this  House 
will  not  disgrace  itself  by  permitting  this  resolu- 
tion to  1  ie  on  the  table.  It  proposes  to  con  vert  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  ioio  a  bodv  of  labor- 
ers on  the  canals  and  public  road^r,  and  their  offi- 
cers into  overseers  of  the  roads  and  canals.  It 
goes  directly  to  convert  the  proceedings  of  this 
House,  on  the  bill  to  raise  25,000  men,  into  a  farce, 
and  to  present  to  the  nation,  (whose  spirit  is  now 
alive  to  avenge  the  wrongs  we  have  too  long  sus- 
tained,) a  vei:y  differei^l  object  to  whfch  that  ariM 
may  be  applied  than  that  for  which  it  was  intend- 
ed. Sir^  the  Pxesident,  who  is  ,the  -Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army,  whose  duties  as  such  are 
confined  to'  military  objeeu,  will  thereby  be  eon- 
verted  into  a  supervisor  geiieral  of  roads  and  ca- 
nals. It  i«  not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Coo- 
Mitution,  th^l  the  President,  as  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Anny,  should  have  such  labor  im- 
posed oii  him.  You  might,  with  equal  popriety, 
impose  on  him  the  supervisipg  and  assisting  the 
tillage  of  the  cotton  plantations  by  the  Army.  Sir, 
the  President  would  not  be  bound  by  stich  a  law. 
The  Army,  sir,  may  be  correctly  engaged  on  (ot* 
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tiic»tioB6,  or  siieli  roadt  i»ar«  Deoesatiy  for  their 
ownvu^;  pioneers  to  proceed  and  prepare  the 
way  for  the  Army,  as  axemea.  are  in  constant  nsev 
But,  sir,  would  you  degrade  the  Array  by  making 
them  work  on  canak  and  ^t  public  roads,"  a  pun- 
ishment inflicjted  on ,felons  in  Maryland ?  Ihope 
not,  Mrl 'Speaker.  That  gentleman  has  been  pa- 
tiently heard  while  opposing  the  bill  for  25,000. 
men  ;  but,  sir^  after  tw  bill  lias  been  passiedby  a 
great  maj/aiitv  of  the  House,  I  submit  to  that  gen- 
tleman, whether  erery  friend  to  the  great  Repub- 
lican principle,  that  ^  a  majority  shall  gOFem,"  is , 
not,  as  a  citizen,  bound. to  give  e&oacy  to  the 
meaaqre«  and  his  co-operation  to  carry  it  into 
efiecU  I  therefore  hope  this  House  will  seef  this 
subiect  as  having  the  effect  I4iave  stated,  and 
will  Dot  suffer  the*  resolution  to  lie  on  the  t^le, 
if  the  gentleman  who  has,  in  my  judgment,. 
thonghtleMly  introduced  it,  will  not  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Calhovn  waa  ncn  at  all- surprised  to  find 
gentlemen,  who  are  opposed  to  putting,  the  coun- 
try into  a  war  attitude,  should  endeavor,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  to  defeat  the  measures 
adopted.  At  a  moment  when  we  are  calling  upon 
tike  yeomanry  of  our  country  to  atep  forward  in 
dd'enee  of  our  rights,  he  thought  such  a  motipn 
Tory  improper,  and  he  hoped  Congre^  would  not 
Uaat  it  wi*h  $0  mucb^respeet  as  to  auSer  it  to  lie 
upon  the  table  foi*  a  moment.  The  gentleman  bad 
freqaently  told  theilouae  he  believed  ^the  Army 
was  eomposed  of  the  worst  materials;  and  he 
now  appeani  to  wish  to  bring  the  ^rvtce  into  dis- 
graee.  He  toped  the  proposition  would  be  dis- 
posed of  without  mueh^debace^ 

Mr.  RANDbLPB  never  dreamed  of  the  great 
sentibility  which  he  appeared  to  have  exoitedin 
the  House  by  this  motion.  He  had  exchanged 
conversation  with  sooae  of  the  best  and  wisest 
men  in  the  coinmuaity  pn  this  subject,  who  had 
agreed  with  him  in  tTO  opinioaasto  the  propriety 
of  thus  employing  the  Army ;  and  nothing  but 
the  pressure  of  other  business  and  the  remoteness 
of  our  situation  fronuiny  theatre  ofpublic  works, 
had  prevented  him  frqm  bringing,  forward  the 
proposition  long  ago. 

Though  he  was  a  native  of  a  country  the  cbief 
part  of  the  labor  of  which  is  performedby  slaves, 

Jet  he  had  learned  to-day,  for  the  first  time,  that 
<me8t  labor  was  disgraceful }  that  the  honor  of  a 
soldier  cannot  survive  it.  He  was  sorrv,  if 'SUch 
were  the  case,  to  find  there  is,  indeed,  a  much 
wider  distinction  between  honor  and  honesty, 
than  he  had  imas^ned.  Men  put  on  a  livery— 
theiiveryof  the  King — are  eniraged  in  perform- 
ing menial  offices  for  their  officers,  who  expose 
their  naked  backs  to  the  merciless  'executioner, 
ate  deprived  of  free  a^encvr-but  they  are  above 
honest  labor !  He  wished  we  could  avail  pqr- 
selves,  if  it  were  only  now  and  then,  to  look  on 
the  practices  of  other  nations  ;  that  we  would  not 
believe  that  we  are  the  most  enligbteaed  people 
in  the  world.  Who  were  the  constructors  of  the 
great  military  highways  which  pervaded  every 
country  when  reduced  to  the  form  of  a  Roman 
province  1  That  wise  people  never  deemed  any 
eountxy  subdued,  until  great  military  high  roadis 


were  made  therein.  And  by  whom  were  they 
construcjted  ?  -  They  were  constructed  by^tbe  Ro- 
man legiop.  If,  sir,  you  go  down  even  to  this 
navy  yard,  you  will  be  astonished  to  hear,  thajc 
tbe  palace  there  erected  cost  only  somewhere, 
about  a  thousand  dollars,  the. work  of  it  being 
chiefly  done  by  the  marines. 

But  it  seems  that,  in  Maryland,  it  is  a  criminal 
punisbment,  and.  thejfefore  disgraceful,  to  work  on 
the  roads,  and  on  that  account  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  must  not  be  put  to  any  such  em-, 
pb^yment.  In  Virginia,  the  criminals  in  our  Pen- . 
itentiary  are  employed  in  making  shoes,  nails, 
cloihes— so  that«'if  the  gei^tleman^  argument  be 
good,  we  ought  to  have  no  shoemaker,  nailer,  or 
tailor,  enlisted  into  our  army,  lest,  forsooth,  he 
should  .contaminate  the  honor  of  the  corps. 

Shall  i  ask,  in  what  manner  the  delay  pf  pub- 
lic-business is  produced  by  laying  on  your  table  a 
resolution  authorizing  the  President,  not  to  take 
the  Arm/ from. their  liiilitary  duty,  but  when  they 
are  not  employed  in  the  pubdic  service,  and  wben, 
in  his  estifflatio[^  the  put)lic  interest  will  not 
thereby.be  injured,  to  employ  them  in  public, 
works  of  utility  )  Tn^re  was  no.relation  between 
this  resplutioi^  and  the  business  which- was  before 
the  House  yesterday.  For  three  years,  this  sub- . 
ject  had  been  floating  in  his  mind,  and  nothing 
was  further  frou)  his  expectation  than  that  he  was  . 
about  to  excite  the  feelings  of  any  gentleman, 
tnuoh  less  that  he  was  about  to  incur  a  cl^irge  of 
delaying  tEe^pabljc  business. 

Tne  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Ca.lroun)  had  stated,  that  it  was  not  to  ,be  won^. 
dered  at  that  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  preparafs 
tions  now  making  for  war,  should  attempt  to  de« 
lay  the  public  business.  He  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
duce any  delay  in  the  measures  which  the  House 
had  determined  upon.  In  extreme  cases,  he  might  • 
be  induced  to  steps  of  this  kind ;  but,  in  si  case 
like  this,  he  should  not  do  it. 

He  did  not  require  to  be. informed  by  the  gen«^ 
tleman  from  Maryland  (Mr..  Wfeian'r)  of  the  po- 
lite attention  with  which  the  House  had  favored 
him  while  he  was  discussing  a  subject  of  momen- 
tous concern  to  the  nation.  But.  on  whom  is  the 
delay  of  the.  public  business  fairly  chargeable  1 
He  appealed  to'  his  worthy  friend  from  Georgia, 
if  it  were  not  chargeable  on  his  friends ;  for  that 
gentleman  had  said,  some  days  a^o,  "  that  he, 
^  would  wait  with  pleasi4re  -  to.  hear  anything 
'  which  could  be  heard  in  opposition  |  but  he  was 
^  wearied  out  with  the  debate  from  the  professed, 
^  and,  he  had  no  doubt,  the  real  frie^nds  of  the 
<  measures  under  discussion." 

With  the  aid  of  the  previous  question,  and  a 
majority. of  sixty  in  favor  of  war  measures,  if 
there  be  any  ability  for  public  business,  let  us  not 
hear  of  delajr  from  laying  a  simple  resolution  on 
the  table,  and  a  debate  proceediog^'not  from'  the. 
fuirty  offering  (t,  but  from  those  who  are  not  wil- 
ling it  should  lie  on  the  table ;  from  which  if  it 
were  taken,  it  would  not  be  by  his  hand,  except  it. 
were  asked  with  morecour^sy  and  urbanity  than 
had  been  shown  by  the  gentleaiaa  who  suggested 
this  course.    , 
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Mr.  FisK  did  not  know  in  what  nnanner  the 
ffentlenran  wished  to  be  applied  to  for  a  with- 
drawal of  bis  proposition  ;  bat  be  thought  it  would 
be  disgraceful  to  Congress  that  utrch  a  resolution 
should  lie  on  their  table.  At  a  time  when  we 
are  about  to  raise  an  army  to  defend  our  injured 
countryman  attempt  is- made  to  turn  tbei' whole 
into  ridicule,  by  a  proposition  to  employ  them  in 
making  roads  and  digging  canals  !  Things  which 
may  be  proper  and  reputable  in  one  situation,  may 
be  improper  and  disreputable  in  another.  Whe- 
ther it  was  proper  or  decorous  to  call  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  mercenary  slaves,  he  should 
leave  the  world  to  judge ;  but  he  could  nei^ergive 
^is  vote  one  day  for  raiding  an  army  for  the  de- 
fence ct  the  country,  ajid  the  next;  give  counte- 
nance to  areiolfltion  which  went  to  degrade  that 
army. 

Mr.  Stanford  was  not  prepared  to  say  whe- 
ther it  would  be  proper  to  .agree  to  this  proposi- 
tion or  not;  but  it  certainly  was  no  new  thkis. 
He  a^ked  sentlemen  to  recollect  who  cut  the  roads- 
from  the  frontiers  of  Tennessee  16  Natchez  ;-  they 
were  cut  by  the  Army,  iinder  the  direction  of  the 
late  President,  How  were  the  troops  employed 
at  Terreau  Boeuf  ?  He  understood  ^they  were 
engaged  in  ditching  and  other  work,  tie  slated 
th^e  thin^  to  show  that  the  subject  is  worthy  of 
consideration.  / 

Mr,  TallmapgE'  understood  the  resolution  to 
contemphite  employing  the  troops,  when  out  of 
service,  in  working  on  roads  and  ^canals.  He 
would  suggest  an  amendment  to  the  resolution^ 
which  would  be,  to  employ  the  men  in  erecting 
Ibrttficatione  also.  He  was  credibly  infonncd 
that  Government  had'been  in  thehal)?!  of  paying 
a  dollar  a  day  to  laborers  on  fortifications,  While 
our.troops  were  idle.  During  bis  military  fife, 
he  had  been  employed  iri  all  necessary  labor ;  and, 
{jassing  a  resolution  like  the  present,  would  show 
that  this  House  expected  that  the  labor  for  which 
large  sums  had  heretofore  been  paid,  shpuld  be 
done  bv  the  troops.     <    ' 

Mr.  tlANOoLPH  accepted  of  this  anrendment. 
'  Mr.  Wrigbt  said,  this  amendment  was  unne- 
cessary, since  every  onejacquainted  with  military 
busing  knew  that  this  was  a  part  of  the  duty  of 
an  army. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  amendment  to  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  Q,uiNOT  said,  that  though  the  first  impres- 
sions of  his  tqind  were  hostile  to  this  proposition, 
yet  he  could  not  believe  it. was  a  question,  espe- 
cially as  Aiodified  by  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  which  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  hereafter  be 
considered.  He  regretted  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
had  been  called  for.  He  supposed  that  the  reso- 
lution would,  at  least,  have  been  suffered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  without  objection.  - 

Mr.  Qrunut  said,  he  voted  in  favor  of  consid- 
ering the  resolution,  because,  if  we  were  to  refuse 
to  consider  it  today,  th^  gentleman  might  renew 
it  froin  day  to  day.  He  believed  the  time  and 
circumstances  under  which  this  motion  was 
brought   forward,  had   produced  the  seosibiHty 


whicli  had  been  noticed.  He  did  not  wish  fo 
hold  out  to  the  world  that  thi^  military  forc^  waw 
raised  with  any  other  view  than  to  go  to  war. 
Would  it  not  be  highly  improper,  at  the  moment 
we  Are  raising  men  to  defend  our  country,  that 
we  should  be  discussing  a  proposition  for  employ- 
ing them  in  making  roads  and'  canals  *?  Can  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  be  surprised  that  this 
motion  should  excite  sensibility  ?  , 

Why  was  not  a  resolution  of  this  kind,  if  he 
thought  it  necessary,  brought  forward  before  we 
bad  a  prospect  of  war?  Would  the  gentleman 
have  these  men  set  to  work  with  their  pickaxes 
and  spades,  at  a  moment  when  the  country  is 
bleeding  under  the  wounds  which  shehas  receiv- 
ed from  an  implacable  enemy?  Under  different 
circumstances,  and  Under  a  different  modification, 
he  probably  should  not  have  objected  to  such  a 
proposition^  The  n^odification  to  which  he  al- 
luded was.  to  allow  to  ev^ry  man  who  shonlJ  be 
thus  .employed,  additional  pay.  But,  will  any 
gentleman  w^o  has  voted  for  war  measures  con- 
sent that  this  nroposttion  shall  lie  on  the  table? 
If  so;  the  people  will  etill  belieVe  we  are  not  in 
earnest.  If  the  mo^rer  of  this  proposition  be  dis- 
posed, in  xhe  least,  to  accoiumodate  the  House,  it 
would  be  best  at  once  to  take  a  vote  on  the  reso- 
lution itself,  instead  of  the  motion  at  present  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  Blbnt^ — HowevW  I  might  b^  disposed  to 
discuss  a  resolution  of  this  nature  at  any  other 
time,  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  it  at  this  roorloeiit. 
either  in  its  oripinai  shape,  or  as  amended.  Shoold 
we  be  serious" in  going  to  war,  our  army  will  have 
sufficient  employment. 

The  President  knows  his  duty  too  welt  not  to 
employ  those  men  in  erecting  and  repairing  forts, 
to  guard  against  the  iproads  of  our  enemies — for 
a  powerful  one  we  shall  have  to  contend  with. 
Viev)r,  sir,  our  extensive  seaco^st  from  the  Chesa- 
peake to.  Mississippi.  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas 
must  be  watched  and  defended.  New  Orleans 
must  be  protected,  and  New  York  must  not  be" 
overlooked.  Are  we  to  raise  those  troops  with  their 
numerous  officers,  and  encounter  a  countless  ex- 
pense, to  do  what?  Cut  roads  and  make  ditches. 
What  effect  is  the  gentleman's  resolution  calcu- 
lated to  have  on  the  enlistments  about  to  be 
made  ?  Patriotism  alone  can  raise  an  army  in 
this  country. 

Such  is  the  facility  with  which  a  comfortable 
subsistence  can  be  obtained  in  this  happy  land  by 
agricultural  pursuits,  that  men  are  to  be  induced 
by  patriotism,  not  the  pittance  that  we  shall  offer 
therij,  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
However  correct  the  motive  and  object  of  the 
gentleman  may  be,  his  resolution,  at  this  critical 
moment,  is  well  calculated  to  bring  our  measures 
i6to  contempt.  It  is  well  adapted  to  convert  the 
serious,  solemn  acts  of  this  House,  into  a  mere 
farce.  What  is  proposed  ?  To  convert  your 
army,  at  a  time  like  this,  into  mere  hewers  of 
wood  and  diggers  of  earth.  Instead  of  avenging 
the  Wrongs  so  deeply  inflicted  upon  our  country, 
they  are  to  be  consigned  to  work  upon  the  roads, 
to  be  associated  io  employment  with  eriminals, 
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I        who,  by  the  laws  of  some  of  the  States,  are  sen- 

I  teoced,  bv  way  of  punishmeBt/to  labor  oi»  the 
roads.  The  geiHlemao  from  Virgioia  speaks  of 
the  legions  of  Rome ^  had  such  a  resolution  been 
adopted  by  the  Roman  Senate,  it  woald  hare 
eonTerted  their  brave  leffioas  into  worse  than  a 
baad  of  diggers.  It  woiud  have  bent  their  lofty 
mindSy  from  the  greater  braverv,  from  th«  lofUest 
▼irtue,  to  a  debasement  beneath  calculation. 

I  hope  the  House  will  reject  the  resolution 
whh  ibat  promp^n«ss,  with  that  decision,  which 
becomes  us.    .  ^ 

Mr.  Randolph  bad  a  wish  to  accommodate  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He  would,  therefore, 
withdrrw  his  motion  for  laying  the  proposition 
on  the  table,  and  have  the  question  on  the  adop- 

)      tion  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SmiUb  observed  that,  if  such  a  proposition 
would,  at  any  time  be  prbner,  it  is  extremely  im- 
proper at  this  time.  The.  less  said  on  the  subject 
the  better. 

Mr.  Kbt  had  always  considered  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  soldiery  to  build  fortifications;-  they  had  to 
obey  the  commands  of  their  officers  in, executing 

I  worics  of  this  Itind.  The  sentleman  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Stanford;  had  stated  cprrectly 
that  the  soldiers  had  been  emjployed  in  making 
the  road  which  he  had  mentioned;  and  he  be- 
lieved, at  this  time^some  troops  are  engaged  in 
cutting  a  road  through  the  lands  ot  the  Choctaw 
nation. of  Indians.  But  h^  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  as  unnecessary — it  being  already  the 

I        doty  of  soldiers  to  execute  works  of  ,this  kind, 

I       UDoer  the  direction  of  their  officers. 

Mr.  WiDOSRY  wished  to  know  if  the  motion 

I  could  not  be  divided*  The  working  on  fortifica- 
tions wa3  certainly  a  part  oA  the  dutjr  of  soldiers; 
but  he  considered  this  power'already  in  the  hands 
of  the  commander  of  every  army,  and  it  would 
not  be  taken  from  him  by  any  vote  we  may  give. 
so  he  should  vote  against  the  resolution.    As  to 

,        working  on  roads  and  canals,  he  did  not  expect 

r       the  soldiers  to  be  employed  in^this  manner. 

Mr.  Randolph  would  suppose  the  case  to  hap- 

^  peo^  to  which  the  attention  of  the  House  was 
called  yesterday,  on  one  of  the  amendments  to  the 
bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force,  that 
our  affairs  are  adjusted  with  England,  and  the 
tioopn  are  not  wanted  to  fight.  .  You  have  putit 
out  of  the  power  of  the  President  to  disband  them. 
Would  it  not,  then,  be  desirable  that  they  should  be 
employed  in  some  useful  work,  while  tl'iey  are  re- 
ceiving their  pay  from  the  public?  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright.)  had  talked  about 
these  men  being  associated  with  felons.  He  did 
expect  accuracy  from  that  gentleman.  Is  there 
any  such  proposition  in  that  resolution  ?  It  is  a 
simple,  naked  prpposition,  a  rational  and  reason- 
able one;  and  one  which  nothing  but  the  panic 
of  the  moment  could  have  raised  into  the  conse- 
quence which  had  been  given  to  il.  Thenuestiou 

^  18  simply  this — whether  a  larse  body  of  troops, 
^Dgflgecl  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  not 
bavidg  employment,  whom  the  nation  iscompelled 
to  pay,  shall  be  employed  on  works  pf  public 
utility  ?    And,  his  friend  from  North  Carolina 


had  refreshed  his  memory  in  mentioning  the  fact 
of  Uie  late  President  having  thus  employed  a  part 
of  the  soldiery  formerly.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  resolution  to  damp  the  ardor  of  the  patriotism 
pf  any  man  inclined  to  enter  the  service.  If  it 
be  pfitrioiism  which  leads  a  man  tq  enter  into  the 
army,  he  will  calculate  upon  leaving  it  as  soon 
as  the  army  shall  have  efiecied  its  object ;  and  if 
at  any  time;  during  his  service,  he  should  not  be 
wanted  to  perform  military  duty,  he  would  pre- 
fer being  employed  in  honest  labor,  in  the  open, 
cheerfulair,  to  being  shut  up  in  a  harrtick. 

Mr.  R.  would  venture  to  say  that,  if  at  the  end 
of  this  Congress,  or  at  the  cpmmenceraent  of  the 
.next,  a  resoluiion  to  .this  effect  were  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  when  the  present  war  fever  liad 
soittewhat  abated,  if  it  shall  not  be  wholly  re- 
moved, nothing  of  the  sensation  which  we  have 
now  seen^  would  be  produced.  He  could  readily 
believe  that  the  common  soldiers,. already  ener- 
vated by  idleness  and  inebriety,  would  have  ob- 
jections to  this  proposition  ;  but  their  objections 
would  be,  with  him,  the  highest  recommendation. 

In  no  remarks,  said  Mr.  3*)  which  he  bad  ever 
Upplied  to  an  army,  had  he  any  reference' to  that 
army  to  which  we  owe  our  independence.  He 
thought  of  it  with  far  more  reverence.  Let  not 
gentlemen  deceive-  themselves — the  armv  of  the 
present  day  is  not  the  army  of  the  Revolution-*- 
General  Wilkinson  is  not  General  Washington. 
A  more  corrupt  military  body  never  existed  than 
the  Praetorian  band. 

Mr.  Wright  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  it  were 
in  order  thu^  to  abuse  the^army  of  the  country  ? 

The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  had  a  right 
to  express  his  opinion  of  any  public  esiablishment; 
the  great  object  in  debate  is  to  respect  ourselves, 
not  to  exhibit  extraordinary  heat,  but  to  discuss 
every  question  which  came  before  the  House  in 
a  cool  and  orderly  mannier,  and  treat  each  other 
as  gentlemen  ought  to  be  treated.. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  asked,  if  another  Crom* 
w^il  wa&  at  the  door ;  or,  if  not  at  the  door,  in  full 
march  to  subvert  the  liberties^of  the  nation — and 
show  me  the  nation,  said  he,  which  has  lost  its 
liberty  in  ^ny  other  way — a  member  is  not  to 
rise  and  announce  the  datiger,  lest  he  should  hurt 
the  feelings  of  some  gallant  and  honorable  man ; 
because  he  niay  wound  the  feelings  of  the  Praetor 
to  the  First  Consul  1  The  opinion  which  he  had 
expressed  of  our  army,  was  the  deliberate  convic- 
tion of  hi?  judgmfnt,  from  which  he  never  should 
be  driven.  It  had  been  macje  his  duty  to  examine 
the  testimony  of  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  many  of 
them -members  of  that  body,  and  bie.soul  sicken- 
ed with  loathing  and  disgust  at  the  examination. 
He  wool  J  not  ba  understood  as  making  his  obser- 
vations general.  There  are  in  the  Army  many 
worthy,  gallant  spirits ;  but,  taken  in.  the  mass,  it 
is  cankered  to  the  core.  He  recollected  the  evi^ 
dence.  Which  he  Was  compelled  to  reduce  to 
writing,  in  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr.  He  knew.by 
whom  Burr  was  received,  and  supplied  with  arms 
out  of  the  public  stores,  with  aids — orderly  ^r- 
geants.  he  believed,  they  were  called — and  he  had 
seen  these  very  persons  since  promoted.    Under 
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these  circumstances,  be  had  a  t'\%\%i  to  express 
himself  of  the  Army  as  he  felt. 

Mr.  R.  could  not  sit  down,  without  agaii^  ex- 
pressing his  regret  at  the  heat  which  had  been 
struck  out  of  tnis  plain,  reasonable  proposition. 
He  would  remind  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
Chat,  if  th<  resolution  were  agreed  to,  ihe  detaiis 
of  the  bill  could  b^made  conformable  to  the  idea 
he  had  suggested.  /  If  he  bould  have  believed  that 
the  House  would  have  made  so  much  opposition 
to  his  resobtion,  be  wolild  not  have  brought  it 
forward ;  ahd  he  was  prevented  from  withdraw- 
ing it  at  present,  only  from  the  nature  of  the  re- 
ception it  had  met  with. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  was  surprised  that^ntlemen 
were  not  ready  to  receive  any  proposition  which 
was  made  to  the  House,  with  coolness,  and  to 
discusif  it  with  Aoderation;  he  thought  it  better 
to  take  this  couise,  than,  in  heat  and. passion,  at 
once  to  reject  a  measure,  which,  in  our 'opinion, 
may  be  improper.  He  thought  it  rig'ht  that  the 
^uefttion  should  be  decided  by  yeas  ana  nays,  and 
h^  should  Vote  against  it.  However  much  he  re- 
spected the  gentleman  Who  brought  forward  the 
prpposition-*and  Be  alwt^ys  listened  to  his  elo- 
quence with  pleasure  and  benefit — he  could  not 
vote  for  it,  because  he  had  voted  for  the  bill  for 
raisiQff  an  additional  army ;  and  he  considered 
that  this  proposition  was  calculated  to.  -throw  a 
dam^  upon  the  business  of  enlistment.  He  had 
considered  it  hi^duty  to  go  along  with  the  major^ 
ity  in  puttibg  the  nation  into  a  complete  state  of 
defencfe.  He  trusted  we  were  assumrbff  a  new 
posture,  which  had  been  long  recommended,  and 
he  considered  this  dtspositiqn  a^  au^uriqg  well 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Mr.  M.  observed,  that  one  part  of  this  resolu- 
tion was  very  objectiopable.  It  nad  never  been 
considered  as  the  duty  of  soldiers  to  make  roads 
and  dig  canals,  except  sdch  works  became  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  the  army,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  As 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  resolution,  respecting 
fortifications,  it  is  already  the  constant  practice  of 
commanders  thus  to  employ  their  men,  and  there- 
fore this  provision  is  unnecessary.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  resolution  would  be  rejected. 

It  was  rejected — yeas  15,  navs  102,  as  follows: 

Y<A8 — Harmanus  Bleecker,  Elijah  Brigham,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Richard  Jackson, 
jr.,  Lynan  Law,  Joseph  Lewis  Jr.,  Hugh  Nelson,  l*im^ 
othy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph^ 
Rich.  6tafrfbrd,  Laban  Wheaton,and  Leonard  White. 

Nats — Willis  Alslon,^jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venaoa  Archer,  Danl^  Avery*  Esekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard»  Josiah  AarUetit*  BnrweU  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Thomaa  Btodnt,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bre cken- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown»  William  A.  BurwelL  WUiiam 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoum  Epaphroditus  Champion,, 
J^angdon  Oheves,  Kartia  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Blias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Mesback 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,4ohn 
A.  Harper,  Ayktt  Hawes,  ^acob  Hufty,  Johp  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  M^  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B*  Key» 


Willian  R.  K^ng,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Leiever,  Pe- 
ter Little,  Robert  Le  llo^  Livingston,  Wm.  Lowndes, 
Aaron^  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  MaxweH, 
Themas  Moore,  WilKam  McCoy,  Alexander  Mo- 
iOm,  Amnah  Metealf,  Jameb  Milnor,  Samnel  L.  Mit- 
chiH,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  M^row^  Jonathan  O. 
Mosel^,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton  Stephen  Oimsby,  WilKam  Paolding,  jnn.,  J«» 
seph  Pearson,  Israel  Pirkens,  Wiliiam  Piper,  Bat^jamiR 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quiney,  Wiltiam  Reed, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Wiiliaia  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  ^eybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Stnilie,  George  Smith, 
SUas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Qeqrge 
Sullivan,  Benjamin  TallmaJge,  Peleg  Tallman,  John 
Taliaferro>  Uri  Tracy,  jGeorge  M.  Troup,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery, 
Thos.  Wilson,  llichard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

VOLUNTEER  CORI^. 

The*  House  again  resolved  itself  info  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  or- 
ganize certain  volunteer  military  corps. 

The  amended  bill  being  under  consideration,' 
\ifhich  provides  for  the  appointment  of  the  officers 
by  the  several  Slates — 

Mr.  PoftTER  -moved  to.  amend  th^  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  by  adding  to  it  the  following 
words :  '^aod  shall  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  to 
do  duty  at  any  time  the  President  of  the  United 
Sthtes  shall  think  proper." 

It  misht  appear  extraordinary,  Mr.  P.^aid,  that 
he  should  propose  an  ametfdment  to  a  bill  which 
he  believed  to  he  Constitutional,  whichi  if  adopted, 
would  ipake'it  unconstitutional.  Bqt,  perhaps, 
when  his  motives  were  understood,  he  should 
stand  acquitted  of  acting  improperly.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  and  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relatiohs,  was  to  pro- 
vide a  volunteer  force  to  act  in  conjnnction  with 
the  reg[tilar  troops,  in  such  service  as  Qovernment 
may  direotthem  to  perform*  The  committee,  in 
conformity  wit^  this  view,  had  directed  him  to 
draw  a  bill«  which  was  first  reported  to  the  House. 
In^  that  bill,  he  gave  this  volunteer  corps,  the 
character  of  regular  troops,  or  Federal  troops,  in 
distinction  from  regulars  or  militia,  under  the 
opinion  that  a  militia  corps  could  not  be  employed 
without  the  limitiB  of  the  United  States.  The 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  gavetheirconseot 
to  the  bill ;  but  some  of  the  memoers  of  that  com- 
mittee, after  reflection  on  the  subject,  thinking 
that  the  militia  might  be  employed  in  carrying 
on  an  offensive  i^ar,  and  being  desirous  of  so  ein- 
ploying  them,  they  asked  leave  to  have  the  bill' 
recommitted,  and  the  present  amendatory  bill  was 
reported.  If  the  opinion  be  correct,  that  the  mili- 
tia may  be  employed  in  foreign  offensive  war, 
then  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  is  a  proper  one  \  if 
not,  it  will  be  ineffectual  and  inapplicable  to  the 
object  in  view.  He  had  introduced  this  ameDd- 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  sense  of  the 
committee  on  this  point.  If  it  he  deemed  Con- 
stitutional to  employ  the  militia  in  any  purposes 
of  war,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  this  amead; 
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ment;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  (which  was  his 
opinion.)  !t  be  thought  the  militia  can  only  be 
employed  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
stitution within  the  United  States,  this  amend- 
ment will  be  ne^tived.  and  we  must  hare  re- 
course to  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  Observed  that  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  not,  if  agreed  to,  obviate  the  Con- 
stitutional difficulty  which  had  been  raised  oh 
the  present  occasion.  The  President,  said  he, 
has  already  the  power  to  call  out  the  militia  at 
'anytime  he  ma3r  think  proper^  to  do  military 
duty  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  but 
that  power  is  expressly  directed  to  objects  within 
the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  United  States.  If, 
then,  the  amendment  be  adopted,  it  will  confer 
on  the  Ezedotive  no  authority  which  he  does  hot 
already  possess.'  H^  hoped,  therefore,  the  hon- 
orable getatieman  would  withdraw  the  motion 
which  he  had  mad^  that  a  more  oomprehensive 
amendment  might  b6  offered,  declaring  the  use 
Which  should  be  made  of  this  force  wfa^n  orjran- 
ized.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  that  these  volunteers  will  be  composed  of 
the  purest  and  best  materials  of  which  our  coun- 
try can  boast.  The  hardy  and  enterprising  sons 
or  the  planter  and  the  farmer,  whose  occupations 
are  peculiarly  calculated  to  qualify  them  for  the' 
fatigues  and  hardships  incident  to  the  camp,  and 
whose  minds,  untutored  in  the  school  of  vice  and 
immorality,  inhale  the  holy  flame  of  patriotism^ 
by  the  influence  of  which  they  are  i^nimated  to 
l)rave  every  danger,  jtp  vindicate  therrghu,  and 
redress  the  violated  honor  of  their  native  coun- 
U^.  I  wish,  said  he,  to  give  to  the  energies  of 
this  corps  such  a  direction,  as  to  constitute  it  an 
efficient  force  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  war^ 
which  is  about'' to  grow  out  of  the  wrongs  in- 
flicted on  the  nation  by  the.  tyranny  and  lajus- 
iici  of  Great  Britain.  Can  we,  then,  copstitu- 
tionaily  employ  Tolunteer^  nuUtia  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  in  the  proseeu- 
tioB  of  hostilities  in  the  enemy ^s  country  ?  Mr. 
P.  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  no  legislatire  act 
of  Congress  could  confer  such  a  power  on  the 
P/esld«nt.  The  Const itution  of  ti^e  United  States 
recognises  two  species  of  land  force  only-^the 
Arm V,  and  the  militia  of  the  respectiye States; 
in  relation  to  the  former,  there  is  no  restriction 
•n  the  discretion  of  the  €K>Tcrnitaent ;  with  re- 
gard to  the  latter^  the  purposes  for  which  they 
may  be  ased  are  limited  and  defined.  Congress 
Biay,  by  the  Constitoflon,  "provide  for  eallinj^ 
forth  the  militia  to  ezecate  the  laws^of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in^ 
yasions,"  and  for  "  organizing,  arming.  <^na  dtsct- 
plining  the  militia,  and  for  governing^  such  ]iart 
of  them  as  may  be  in  the  serviee  of  the  Ujiited 
States,  reserving  to  the  States,  respectiy el y,  the 
appointment  of  the  officers.''  The  bill  on  yopr 
table  contemplates  a  simple  organization  of  fifty 
thousand  volunteers,  to  be  officered  by  the  State 
authorities,  leaving  it  to  the  Executive  to  make 
such  a  disposition  of  them,  as.  in  his  opinion, 
may  be  consistent  with  the  literal  import  of  the 


Constitution.  To  me,  said  Mr.  P.,  it  appears 
evident  that  this  force  must  be  confined  to  the 
actual  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  un- 
less some  provision  is  made,  by  which  they  may 
be  compelled  to  step  over  the  national  boundary 
to  carry  on  Qfiensive  war.  For  that  pprpose,  he 
said,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would  withdraw 
his  motion,  he  would,  without  further  explana- 
tion at  thin  time,  move  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
which,  in  his  judgment,  would  render  this  volun- 
teer force  eflective,  both  for'internal  and  external 
purposes.* 

Mr.  ToKtER  then  withdrew  the  motion  to 
amend,  and  Mr.  Poindexter  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing section,  to  come  in  between  the  first  and 
secpnd  sections  of  tt^e  bill : 

**And  bt  it  farther  enaciedt  That  each  ▼oluntser 
shall  sign  an  engagement  to  serve  the  United  States, 
accordipg  to  the  proviiions  of  this  act,  which  shall  be 
•transmitted  by  the  Executive  of  the  respective  States 
and  Territories  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
and  when  called  into  actual  service,  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States,  each  volunteer  shall  be  subject  to 
the  nries  and  articles  of  war,  and  may  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  Uhited  States,  to  any  place  without  the 
jurisdiction  lliereof."  , 

Mr.  Grundy  would  have  voted,  against  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  as 
ne  should  do  against  the  one  now  ofiFered.  They 
amount  to  nothing.  If  the  Constitution  forbicis 
the  President  from  sending  the  militia  out  of  the 
UnhedStates,  how  can  we  authorize  him  so  to 
do  by  law  ?  We  cannot ;  we  should  legislate  to 
no  purpose.  Whether  he  bad  the  autnorityor 
not^  would  depend  upon  the  construction  which 
the  President  himself  shall  give  to  the  Constitu- 
tion* Nor  could  he  see  how  this  proposition  gets 
over  the  difficulty.  It  provides  that  a  militiaman 
may  authorize  the  President'. to  send  him  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  States.  He  had  always 
understood  that  in  framing  the  Constitution  of 
this  Government,  there  was  great  jealbusv  exhib- 
ited lest  the  General  Government  should  swal- 
low up  the  powers  of  the  State  governments; 
and  when 'the  power  of  makrog  war  and  raising 
armies  was  given  to  Congress,  the  militia  was 
retained  by  the  States,  except  in  the  cases  men- 
tioned in  the  Constitution.  E^ow,  then,  can^'you 
permit  militiamen  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  and  by  that  ibeans  leave  the  State 
unprotected?  It  was  with  this  view  that  be 
should  vote  against  this  motion. .  He  knew  the 
corps  proposed  to  be  raised  would  be  less. effective 
as  militia,  than  if  considered  in  th,e  light  of  regu- 
lars, but  still  they  would  be  bf  great  use.  If 
they  could  not  be  sent  to  Canada,  they  could  be 
employed  at  home,  and  liberate  all  the  regulars 
for  that  service. 

Mr.  Porter  knew  th^t  he  offered  to  the  Com- 
mittee an  unconstitutional  provision ;  but,  as  he 
had  before  stated,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  sense  of  the  House  on, the  subject. 
His  idea  in-raising  a  volunteer  corps  was  to  get  a 
force  for  making  an  invasion  of  the  British  prof- 
inces;  and  he  wanted  to  know  whether  these 
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Tolunteers  would  be  a  force  tha^  could  be  thus 
used,  or  whether  it  w^s  to  be  t  mere  militia 
force. 

.  The  amendment  oflered  by  the  gentleman  from 
the  MissiK^ippi  Territory  .would  have  the  same 
effect  with-  the  ope  offered  by  himself.  The 
Constitution,  said  xMr.  P.,  speaks  of  two  kinds  of 
force — the  Army  and  the  Militia.  The  militia 
is  considered  the  litfength  of  the  nation. for  de- 
fending and  protecting  the  country.  The  militia, 
as  was  observed  by  the  gentleman  ffom  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  is  the  shield  of  the  batioo — the 
Army,  the  sword.  The  militia  may  be  called 
forth  by  Congress  to  suppress  insurrection,  en- 
force the  laws,  and  repel  invasion,  and  for  these 
purposes  only.  He  did  not  a^ree  with  the  gen- 
tleman, that  the  militia  could  in  no  case  be  em^ 
ployed  wiihojut  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
He  did  not  think  their  services  were  to  be  con- 
fined by  geographical  limits.  If  it  became  neces- 
sary for  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to 
call  out  the  militia  to  repel  invasion;  he  thought 
they  might  pursue  the  enemy  heyond  the  fimits^ 
until  the  invaders  were  effectually  dispersed. 

There  is  nothing,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  prevent  an 
agreement  being  entered  into  between  militiamen 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
performance  of  military  service;  but  then,  after 
such  agreement,  they  would  no  longer  be  militia- 
men— they  become  a  part  of  the  Army.  He 
should  vote  against  the  amendment,  as  he  be^ 
lieved  it  to  be  unconstitutional;  and  the|i  against 
the  bill,  ns  ineffectual. 

Mr.  WioGERY  hoped  the  bill  would  be  so  mod- 
ified as  to  be  useful.  When  gentlemen  talk  about 
militia,  they  talk  about  something  very  different 
from  the  force  provided  for  by  tbis  bill.  This  is  a 
bill  for  acceptmg  a  corps  of  volunteers  not  ex- 
ceeding 50,000  men,  "to  be  under  4he  sai^e  regula- 
tions and  restrictions,  when  in  service,- as  regular 
troops,  whicb  be  though(  might  be  marched  any^ 
where. 

Mr.  Porter  again  explained  the  difference  be- 
tween regular  soldiers  and  militia ;  and  concluded 
with  wishing  the  gentleman  from  the  Mississippi 
Territory  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  he 
would  move  to  strike  out  the  three  first  sections 
of  tbis  bill  with  the  view  of  inserting  the  four 
first  sections  of  the  bill  origiually  reported. 

Mr,  PoiNDEXTCR  withdrew  bis  motion. 

Mr.  Porter  then  made  his  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  JoHNsoif  said,  when  militia  officers  shall 
raise  a  volunteer  corps,  they  will  not  be  considered 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  until  called 
upon  to  march.  And  is  it  supposed  that  a  volun- 
teer force,  with  an  object  before  them,  will  not 
fight  equal  to  any  regular  force  of. the  United 
States?  Shall  we  puta?side  the  officers  proposed 
to  be  appointed  by  tne  respective  States,  and  give 
to  the  President  the  power  of  appointing  these 
officers?  He  was  opposed  to  this  course.  The 
militia  was  intended  as  the  security  of  the  States, 
and  be  would  never  consent  to  their  being  offi- 
cered by  any  other  than  the  State  authority  ;  for 
if  one  thousand  men  could  be  taken  from  Ken- 
tucky in  tbis  way,  thirty  thousand  might  be  taken, 


and  tbus  leave  the  State  without  its  natural  de- 
fence. These  volunteers,  calted  out  ui^der  their 
S^tate  officers,  would  go  to  battle  with  the  greatest 
alacrity  ;  and  he  was  astonished  to  hear  it -said 
that  it  would  not  be  an  effective  force,  except  offi* 
cered  by  the  President— then,  according  togea- 
tlemen,  it  would  be  all-sufficient.  The  President 
will  have  enough  to  do.  to  appoint  officers  for  the 
regular  force;  but  he  was  afraid  tbis  volunteer 
corps  was  to  be  scouted,  that  the  men  who  would 
compose  it  may  be  got  to  enter  the  Army.  Have 
we  come  to  this,  said  Mr.  J.,  thai  a  freeman  of 
the  United  States  cannot  engage  to  serve  his  coun- 
try in  any  way  that  he  chooses?  If  so,  we  had 
better  stop  short  and  submit;  thus  verifying  the 
prediction  of  Jhe  gentleman  frx>m^Ma8sachusett8, 
^Mr.  duiNcY.)  on  a  former  occa&ion,  that  we  could 
not  be  kicked  into  a  vxir.  .  . 
^The  Committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Satubdat,  January  11. 
,  On  motloti  of  Mr.  Poind^ter, 
Besolvedf  Thni  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be*  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  authorizing' the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  locate  the  thirty-sixWctionsof  land  heretofore 
granted  to  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  on  any  land  in  said  Territory  to  which 
the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  and  not 
otherwise  appropriated ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill,  or  otberwise. 
Mr.  Little  moved  the  folloviring  resolutioh  : 
Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  caoM 
Jo  l»e  laid  before  thus  House,  a^  far  as  may  be  practica- 
ble, a  li/Bt  of  the  whole  number  of  vessels  and  shipa  of 
the  United  States,  captured,  condemned,  and  detained, 
under  the  orders,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  British 
Governments  their  value,  including  also  that  of  their 
cargo,  since  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  amity* 
Commerce,  and  navigation,  between  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States  of  America,  of  one  thoa- 
saad  seven  hundred'  and  ninety-four;  and,  also,  the 
amount  of  indemnification*  if  any  have  been  ummU* 
during  the  same  period,  to,  the  dtiaens  of  the  United 
Stotet  on  account  of  any  of  the  aforeeaid  captnrei^  con- 
demnations, or  deteatioiui* 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Pitkin  called^  op  for  consideration  two  rea- 
olutions,  wliich  be  laid  on  tbe  table  on  the  22d 
ultimo,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treas^ 
ory  for  statements  of  the  district  tonnage  of  the 
United  States  within  each  State  and  Territory, 
for  every  year,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1789 ;  ana 
tbe  gtosii  amoant  of  customs  within  each  Stata 
and  Territory^  for  the  same  period ;  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

Thel)ill  for  altering  the  time  of  boldins  Iha 
District  Courts  of  North  Carolina,  was  read  thn 
third  time,  and  passed. . 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  cer- 
tain volunteer  military  corps;  when  Mr.  Pobtia 
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moved  to  strike  out  the  three  first  sections  of  the 
bill  last  reported  b^  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  which  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
the  officers,,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  in 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  and  it^seri,  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  four  first  sections  of  the  bill  fir.s| 
reported  by  the  sam,e  committee,  which  s^ave  au- 
tl^ority  to  the  President  to  appoint  the  officers. 

Mr.  P0JND6XTER  hoped  these  sections  would 
be  struck  out,  in  order  to  insert  the  Actions  ori- 

fioallr  reported^  which  give  the  power  to  the 
^resident  of  appointing  the  officers.  The  Con- 
•stitution  gives  to  Congress  the  power  of  arjning 
and  disciplinittg  the  militia,  and  of  calling  them 
out  for  the  purposes  already  mentioned?  butleavea 
to  the  Slates  th^  appointment  of  officers.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  improper  to  retain  the  sec- 
tions moved  to  be  stricken  opt^  as  they  would 
mikit  this  corps  militiai  to  all  intents  and  pur* 
poses. 

Mr.  Smilib  inquired  if  the  House  was  ready  to 
put  into  the  hands  pf  the  President  a  regular 
force  of  eightv-five  thousand  men.  You  nave 
already,  said  ne,  placed  an  army  of  thirty^five 
thousand  at  his  disposal,  provided^  they  can  be 
raised^  and  are  you  desirous  of  raising  fifty  thou- 
sand more?  •  If  bet  clauses  in  question  are  struck 
out,  and  those  from  the  old  bill  inserted,  these 
volunteers  will  be  as  much  41,  regular  force  as 
.those  under  the  laws  aJrea'dy  passed*  He  be- 
lieved that  the  whole  of  this  force  might  ht  safely 
intrusted  in  the  hands  of  the  pesent  President  of 
the  United  States;  but  thv)  will  be  setting  a  dan- 
gerous  precedent,  which  a  man  of  more  ambitious 
views  might  abuse. 

Gen^tl^men  will  not  deny,  that  if  the  volui^teers 
be  raised  under  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  they 
may  pass  over  the  line  by  their  own  consent, 
which  will  answer  every  purpose.  He  could  not 
agree  that  the  .officers  in  these  corps  sbouId.be 
appointed  by  the  President,  as  he  certainly  could 
not  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the  characters  to 
be  thus  employed  as  the  Exeoutives.or  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  respective  States^  He  was  glad, 
however,  that  the  question  ^ad  come  before  the 
House  in  this  s^hape,  as  it  would  distinctly  mark 
who  were  in  favor  of  relying  upon  the  militia, 
and  who  were  for  relying  altogether  upop  an 
army. 

Mr.  Porter  was  sorry  to  see  sa  much  jealousy 
exhibited  on  the  present  occasion,  for  the  ques- 
tion was>merely  one  of  form,  and  not  of  substance. 
We  have  all,  said  he,  the' same  object  in  view; 
we  all  wish  to  employ  these  volunteers  in  the 
support  of  the  rights  of  our  country.  Because 
these  men  receive  a  commission  from  the  Presi- 
dent, will  it  change  their  character?  Will  they 
at  once  become  traitor^  to  their  country?  Cer- 
tainly not  j  these  volunteers  will  consist  of  men 
who  have  as  high  a  regard  tor  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  their  country  as  we  have.  While  they 
0re  militia,  they  cannot  be  employed  efficiently, 
and  he  wanted  an  efficient  force  or  none. 

Mr.  Cbbves  said  he  would  not  have  risen  had 
any  other  gentleman  taken  that  view  of  the  sub- 
ject which  h9  proposed  to  take  |  nor  had  not  the 


amendment  been  submitted  on  a  ground  which 
went  to  renounce  a  great  Constitutional  power 
of  the  General  Government.  He  was,  however, 
entirely  opposed  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The  necessar]| 
force  ought  to  be  provided  under  its  proper  name.' 
He  wa^  pppdsed  to  a  regiilar  army  in  disguue^ 
and  such  he  :^a^  obliged  to  consider  that  conJ 
taioed  in  this  amendment.  He  knew  that  no  de- 
ception was  intended  by  the  honorable  mover^ 
but  it  would  afford  a  dangerpus  example.  With 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Smilib,) 
he  saw  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  country,  or  the 
views  of  the  uovernmentj  to  justify  or  excuse 
the  establish n^ent  of  a  regular  army  of  eighty- 
five  thousand  men.  If  ever  the  liberties  of  the 
country  should  be  endangered  by  a  military  force, 
it  would  probably  be  by  an  army  raised  under 
some  indirect. pretence  to  cover  its  real  character 
or  design,  such  perhaps  a»  the  one  now  suggested. 
The  objection  stated  to  the  bill  be^re  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  is  said  to  render  the  amend- 
ment expedient,  is,  that  the  force  proposed  to  be 
rais^  by  the  bill  is  incompetent  to  the  bbject  to 
be  accomplished,  .because  the  General  Qovern^ 
ment  h^s  no  power  to  siend  the  militia  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  States ;  that  they  can  only 
be  employed  under  that  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  gives  Congress  power  to  call  forth 
the  oailitia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, sup« 
pt'ess  insurrectiop,  and  repel  invasion,  and  that 
this  did  not  give  Congress  the  power  to  use  the 
force  proposed  for  the  object  contemplated.  This 
is  the  statement  of  the  ohjeciion,  bui.it  does  not 
disclose  the /extent  of  its  paralyzing  efiVcts  on 
the  powers  of  the  General  ^overnmeat.  What, 
then,  is  the  real  extent  of  the  question  before  the 
Committee?  You  cannot,  in  any  case,  use  the 
militia  in. performing  garrison  duty.  ^  You  can- 
not call  them  forth,  even  in  time  of  war,  to  pre^ 
pare  for  an  expected  invasion,  or  send  them  to 
the  frontier^  to  the  West  or  the  East,  until  the 
enemy  ha«^  enter.ed  your  territory.  Aq  invasion 
is  a  hostile  entry  on  your  territory ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  construction  suggested,  nothing  else 
but  a  hostile  entry  on  your  territory  will  author- 
ize you  to  .call  forth  the  militia.  Nor  can  you, 
in  case  of  actual  invasion,  employ  them  beyond 
the  boundary  line  of  the  United  States— for 
though  f[he  gentleman  from  New  York  says  the 
service  of  the  militia  is  not  to  be  bounded  by 
geographical  limits,  I  cannot,  said  Mr^  C.,  dis* 
cover  the  premises  by  which  he  comes  to  this 
conclusion,  if  the  ,,€reneral  Governrnent  has  no 
other  power  over  the  militia  ihao  is  given  to  it 
in  this  clause  of  the  Constitution.  If  ihev  may 
cross  the  line,  why  not  go  to  the  walls  of^  Glue- 
l)ec  ?  The  principle  is  trampled  upon  the  instant 
they  pass  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States;  nor,  if  this  be  a  correct  construction, 
can  the  consent  of  the  individual  add  anything 
to  the  powers  or  the  rights  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment while  he  remains  a  member  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  State.  It  is.  the  State  which  claims 
the  right  of  a  sovereign  to  retain  the*  militia 
within  the  limits  of  the  Uuited  States;  and  the 
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individual  who  owes  to  the  State  allegiance  and 
duty  coextensive  with  the  right  of  the  State,  can 
transfer  no  part  of  that  allegiance  or  duty  to  the 
United  States,  which  are  a  distinct  sovereignty. 
iThe  sovereign  claims  of  the  States  are  opposed 
I  to  those  of  the  United  States,  and  the  consent  of 
I  the  individual  can  neither  increase  nor  diminfsh 
'the  rights  of  either  while  he  continued  a  member 
of  the  militia  of  the  State.  Such  is  the  .effect 
of  the  construction  proposed,  that  you  could  not 
march  a  militiaman  from  ponnecticnt  to  Mass^ 
chusetts,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  indi- 
vidual, to  suppress  insurrection,  till  it  had  actually 
taken  place,  or  till  youl"  larws  have  been  actually 
resisted,  or  till  your  territory  has  been  actually 
invaded,  or  even  send  him  to  garrison  a  fortress 
in  time  of  war  within  the  State  of  wWoh  he  is  a 
mepiber,  uiitii  there  has  been  a  hostile  entry,  nor 
even  then  perhaps.  This  cannot  possibly  be  all 
the  power  wh^ch  Congress  has  oVer  the  militia 
of  the  Uni9n.'  By  such  a  construction  of  the 
Constitution  you  ctit  the  best  sinews  of  our  na- 
tional strength. 

But,  said  Mr.  C^.  the  power  of  the  General 
Grovernment  to  use  the  militia  in  titn^e  of  waris 
not  ^i ven  by  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
has  been  mentioned.  It  is  granted  by  a  different 
.clause  of  the  Constitution— that  which  authorizes 
Congress  "to  declare  war."  To  discover  the 
irua  extent  of  this  power,  it  is  necessary  to  ;n- 
quire  into  the  nature  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  applies  to  the  subject  under 
consideration.  Is  it  a  Federative' or  a  National 
Government?  a  Government  in  which  the  States 
as  States  are  represented  and  bound,  Or  ode  hi 
which  the  people  are  represented  and  bound? 
For  the  purpose  of  making  war,  it  is  essentially 
a  National  Government,  a  Government  of  the 
people.  The  distinction  between  a  Government 
of  the  people,  atid  a  Federative  Governmeflft, 
will  be  best  seen  by  a  comparison  of  the  present 
Government  of  the  United  States  with  that  of 
the  old  Confederation.  This  last,  unlike'the  for- 
mer, was  not  in  itself  a  sovereignty.  ,It  repre- 
sented the  sovereignty  of  the  States  as  that  of  so 
many  individual' sovereignties. .  It  could  make 
no  law  immediately  binding  on  the-  persbns  or 
the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  severaf  States. 
The  troops  of  the  Confederacy  were  raised  under 
acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States; 
the  other  supplies  of  the  war  were  granted  in 
the  same  manner.  But,  under  the  present  Got« 
ernment,  the  laws  of  Congress  ac't  immediately 
on  the  persons  and  property  of  all  the  citizens  of 
all  the  States.  This,  then,  is  a  definition-  of  a 
National  Government,  or  a  Goverilment  of  the 
.peopfe.  It  acts  immediately  on  the  person  and 
property  of  the  eitizen,*and  such,  as  to  the  power 
of  declaring  and  making  war,  is  the  nature  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  Government  of  the  Union,  then,  possesses 
the  power,  and  this  power,  too,  is  exclusive,  of 
declaring  and  making  war;  and.  for  the  purposes 
of  declarineand  making  war,  is  a  National  Gov- 
ernment. But  the  power  of  declaring  and  mak- 
ing war  is  a  great  sovereign  power,  whose  limits 


and  extent  have  been  hong  understood  and  well 
established.  It  bas  its  attributes  and  incidental 
powers,  which  are  in  the  same  degree  less  eqair- 
ocal  than  those  of  other  powers,  as  it  exceeds 
those  powers  in  its  importance.  Do  you  ask, 
then,  said  Mr.  C,  for  the  right  of  Congress  to 
employ  the  militia  in  war?.  It  is  found  among 
the  attributes  of  the  sovereign  power  which  C«te- 
gress  h(t%  to  make  war.  Do  you  ask  for  the  lim- 
its to  which  this  employment  may  extend  ?  They 
are  coettensive  with  the  objects  of  the  war. 
Those  who  think  the  G^enepl  Government  has 
no  right  to  send  the  militia  o^t  of  the  United 
Srates,  probably  found  thi»  opfnion  on  the  clause* 
of  the  Constitution  already,  mentioned,  whttsh 
^iVes  Congress  a  right  to  call  forth  the  militia  for 
the  purposes  of  enforcing  the  lavs  of  the  Union, 
suppress! og  insurrection,  and  repelling  invasion, 
and  apply^to  it  that  rule  of  construction  which 
declares  that  the  expression  of  one  case  tacit^ 
excludes  all  like  cases.  The  argument,  then,  is 
this:  thoiigh  Congress  might  have  had  a  right  to 
use  the  miutra  for  all  the  purposes' of  war,  had  not 
this  clause  been  inserted  in  tne  Constitution;  yet, 
as  in  it  we  see  an  express  grant  of  a  right  to  tise 
the  militia  for  a  particular  act  of  war,  we  neces- 
sarily infer  that  it  was  intended  to  grant  no  other 
Hke  powet ;  ibat  is  to  say,  no  power  to  employ 
them  in  any  other  act  of  war.  « The  fallacy  lies 
in  this :  the  case.^  are  not  like  cases.  The  term^ 
invasion,  as  used  in  the  Constitution,  is  well  un-  ^ 
derstood  iK)t  to  refer  to  a  state  of  public  and  de- 
clared wai*,  such  as  Congress  has  the  right  to 
declare  and  wage.  It  may  be  used  to  express  a 
circuthstaoce  or  an  incident  of  such  a  war.  But, 
when  it  is  used  without  such  depeiKience,  it 
means,  and  it  is  so  understood  and  used  by  writers 
op  public  and  national  law.  a  hostile  entry  into 
the  territory  of  a  sovereign  Power,  not  growing 
out  of  a  public  apd  delated  war.  For  example,  ^ 
if  the  Governor  of  either  of  the  two  Canadas 
were  to  make  an  inroad  into  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  this^  would  be  an  invasion  within 
the  meaning  of  this  clause  of  the  Constitutiou. 
It  yvould  be,an  act  of  war,' but  would  not  neces- 
sarily involve  the  peace  of  the  United  States  with 
Great  Britain.  Every  act  of  war  will  not  de- 
Btrpy  the  peaceful  relations  of  Gkvemments. 
Great  Britain  and  France,  for  ^ears  past,  hate 
committed  upon  us  acts  of  hostility,  but  they  are 
still  considered,  politically,  as  at  peace  with  us.  ^ 
The  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  was  an  act  of  war, 
but,  to  use  the  appropriate  terms,  it  was  an  act  of 
war  de facto,  not  de  jure.  So,  frequently,  is  also 
an  invasion.  The  sovereign  invaded  may  con- 
sider it  as  as  destroying  the  peace  which  had  pre- 
viously subsisted  between  him  and  the  aggressor, 
or  not,  as  he  pleases.  These  invasions  are  gener- 
ally sudden  and  unexpected,  and  it  was  no  doubt 
to  repel  such,  that  the  power  contained  in  this 
clause  of  the  Constitution  was  given. 

We  thus  discover,  said  Mr.  C.,  the  ohjects  of 
the  Constitution.  It  had  given  the  power  of  cajl- 
ing  forth  and  using  -the  militia  for  the  purposes 
of  war  generally,  under  the  power  to  declare  and 
make  war ;  but  the  Goverament,  under  thb  grant 
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of  pow«f,  is  oily  atttlu)nze4l.  to  x»e  theoa  lo  the 
case  ezpressedr-tt  public  and  deelared  war.  It 
-was,  therefore,  deemed  necessary  or  expedient  to 
grant  to  ibe  Ooverncnent  of  the  Union  a  power 
to  reqoire  the  services  of  the  militia  in  certain 
other  eafias,  and  therefore  was  inserted  the  clause 
giving  power  to  Congress  to  call  forth  the  mili- 
tia, to  execute  the  laws  of  (he  Union,  suppress 
insurrection,  and  rejpei  invasion.  Here,  accord* 
ingly,  we  see  invasion  coupled  with  cases  which 
have  no  post^ible  connexion  with  foreign  or  na- 
tional war..  This  clause,  tbeo,  is  bo(  a  restrain- 
•  iog  claose,  bq(  one  giving  further  and  other  pow- 
ers than  those  contained  in  the  genei;al  power  to 
declare  and  make  war*  Without  this  power  the 
Government  of  the  Union  would  have  no  right 
to^all  forth  the  militia  ol'  the  United  States  to 
repel  an  invasion  immediately  oil  the  emergency, 
before  war  could  be  declared;  which,  should  Con- 
gress not  happen  to  be  in  se^^ion,  would  require 
a  previous  call  of  that  body,  and  a  consequent 
dangerous  delay.  But,  it  is  said,  that  if  the  Gen- 
eral Government  have  a  rijght  to  send  the  mili- 
tia whithersoever  the  objeds^  of  a  war.  may 
l^ad  them,  it  will  diminish  the  rights  of  the 
I  State^i  and  oppress  the  citizens  of  tb^  country. 
The  arst  of  these  evils  must  be  unfounded  in 
ftiet,  for  it  is  to  substitute  the  peculiar  force  of 
the  {States  for  a  regular  standing  army  of  the 
United  States;  which  must,  consequently,  in- 
cnase  their  security,  and  extend,  ^t  diminish, 
their  power.  The  other  of  these  evils  is  the 
consequence  of  a  power  which  mpst  rest  some- 
where in  eyi^ry  Government,  an4. which  is  little, 
if  at  all,, to  be  feared  in  a  free  one.  The  volun- 
teer militia,  then,  proposed  by  th^  bUl«  can  be 
used  in  the  contemplated  war  for  the  object  in- 
^  tended ;  they  pan  be  sent  out  of  the  United  States, 
and,  therefore,  the  amendmeat  is  unnecessary. 

Mr.  C.  had  other  ot)jections  to  the  proposed 
antendmeot.  It  provides  that  th^  officers  shall 
be  appointed  by- the  President,  and  under  them 
the  volunteers  must  cease. to  be  militia.  But  they 
are  iH)t  to  be  called  into  service  but  on  aeontin- 
gency,  and  are,  in  the  meanti.me,  to  continue  m 
the  mass  of  the  citizens,  where  they  will  be 
hound  to  do  militia  duty ;  yet  this  law  proposes 
to  exempt  them  from  it.  Thev  are  precisely  like 
the  exceptionable  corps  of  1798,  which  were  then 
loudly  proclaimed  to  be  unconstitutional;  nor 
was  this  said  only  in  the  fervor  of  debate,  and 
under  the  inflitence  of  party  feelings.  But  the 
same  opinion  Ms  been  declared  by  a  grave  and 
learned  judge,  in  the  recess  of  his  closet,  as  the 
result  of  aniinpassioned  deliberation.  In  a  treat- 
ise on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by 
Judge  Tucker,  conuined  in  his  edition  of  Black- 
stone's  commentaries,  written  with  learning  and 
ahilitf ,  he  has  declared  the  act  of  '98  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional. [Here  Mr,  C.  read  an  extract  from 
Ihicker^s  Blackstwe,  in  which  the  writer  de- 
clares, that  as  these  corps  were  to  be  officered  by 
the  President,  but  not  called  into  service,  *^  it 
(  seems  impossible  to  consider  them  in  any  other 
^  light  than  as  a  part  of  the  militia  of  the  States, 
*  separated  hy  an  tmconstitutional  act  of  Con- 
Uth  Con,  1st  Sess.— 24 


'  gress  from  the  rest  of  the  militia,  for  the  pur- 
^  pose  of  giving  to  the  President  powers  which 
'  the  Constitution  expressly  denied,  and  an  influ- 
'  eiice  the  most  dangerous  that  can  be  conceived 
.'  to  the  peace,  liberty,  and  happiness  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States."] 

But,  puttipg  the  Constitutional  question  as  ro 
mere  actual  power  out  of  view,  the  spirit  of  the 
Cpnstitution,  in  this  case  perhaps  of  no  less  im-» 
pdrtaoce,  would  be  essentially  violated.  The 
amendment  proposed  a  force. which  would  be,  in 
everything  but  name,  a  regular  force.  Such 
armies,  in  any  shape,  were  not  congenial  to  a  free 
Government,  but  this  was  the  most  dangerous 

f»ossible  shape  in  which  an  army  could  be  estabn 
ished.  When  jou  raise  a  regular  army,  do  it  by 
that  name,  and  the  danger  of  it  will  be  greatly 
diminished  b7  that  reasonable  and  salutary  jeal- 
ousy^ wl^ich  it  will  never  fail  to  excite;  but  give 
it  this  equivocal  foriD,  and  yeu  lull  to  sleep  this 
hest  guardian  of  oqr  Uonstitutional  liberties. 

But,  if  there  he  any  gentleman,  who,  feeling 
the  force  of  th^se  objections,  is  yet  desirous  c? 
relieving  the  Chief  Magistrate  from  the  embar- 
rassment oi  any  doubt  that  may  exist  of  the  power 
of  the  General  Government  to  use  the  militia  out 
of  the  limits  of  the. United  States,  Mr.  C.  would 
say  to  him,  that  he,  believed  the  Chief  Magistrate 
bad  no  difficulty  on  the  subject.  Mr.  C.  had 
been  informed  that  he  had  no  douht  of  the  power 
of  the  General  Government  to  march  the  militia 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  But, 
whatever  niay  be  his  opinion,,tt  is  not  for  this 
House,  by  a  legislative  ^ct,  to  declare  hisConsti- 
tational  duties.  He  must,  and  ought  to  be  left  to 
act  under  that  high  responsibility  which  is  at- 
tached to  hi$  office.  No  man  in  the  United 
States  understood  the  Constitution  better,  and 
those  who  thought  as  highly  of  him  as  Mr.  C. 
did,  would  be  assured  he  would  discharge  his  duty 
in  this  particular  with  firmness  and  with  judg- 
naent.  Should  it  be  determined  that  this  force 
cannot  be  sent  out  of  the  United  States,  we  may 
not  be  able  so  soon  to  conquer  Canada,  but  we 
shall  save  the  Constitution. 

Mr.,  C.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  very  doubtful 
whethfr  it  would  be  good  policy  to  take  posse- 
sion of  the  open  eo.untry  of  Canada,  with  militia 
of  volunteers,  if  we  could  not  proceed  imme- 
diately afterwards  with  a  regular  force  to  the 
attack  of  Q,uebec  \  or,  at  least,  substitute  the  mili- 
tia, with  a  competent  number  of  reticulars  to  keep 
possession  of  the.  country.  It  would  neither  be 
safe  nor  economical  to  perform  this  service  with 
militia.  It  would  require  a  mat  increase  of 
numbers,  and,  however  brave,  they  would  be  un- 
fit for  the  discharge  of  camp  duty ;  they  woiild 
be  peculiarly  expose^  in  their  quarters  to  surprise 
and  attack,  by  the  active,  rapid,  and  persevering 
enterprise  of  regular,  disciplined,  and  veteran 
troops;  more  would  fall  by  the  diseases  of  the 
camp  than  by  the  sword,  and  in  every  one  would 
be  lost  some  valuable  member  of  a  family.  Be- 
fore you  enter  Canada,  said  Mr.  C,  you  ou^ht  to 
have  such  a  number  of  regular  tcoops  as  will  en- 
able you  to  keep  possession  of  the  open  country^ 
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These  you  must  increase  till  tfa6y  are  sufficientljr 
ntlmerous  to  enable  you  to  sit  down  before  due- 
bee.  Until  you  take  ^u^bec/you  are  not  securely 
in  possession  of  a  foot  of  the  country.  Of  what 
advantage  would  be  a  precarious  possession  of  the 
open  country?  You  do  not  go  to  plunder  it,  but 
to  adopt  the  inhabitants  as  brethren  and  fellow- 
citizens.  The  injury  done  to  the  enemy^will  not 
be  equivalent  to  the  expense  you  will  incur. .  For 
his  part.  Mr»  C.  said,  while  he  thought  the  right 
of  the  General  Goyernment  to  use  the  militia  for 
the  ffeneral  purposes  of  war  vitally  iroportant-to 
the  union,  he  never  wished  to  see'  them  used  in 
offensive  war,  except  in  unexpected  emergencies; 
and  then,  if  possible,  in  aid  of  regular  troops. 

Mr.  Wright. — Mr.  Chairman.  I  will  su.bjoin  a 
few  remarks  to  those  so  well  made  by  the  genile- 
man  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Ch^vbs.J  Sir, 
by  the  Constitution,  section  three,  "  the  President 
shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted." By  the  second  fection,  **  the  President 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  States,  when  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States."  Thus  we  see  that 
the  President  is,  in  the  same  section,  made  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  and  militia.  The 
section  which  has  just  been  urged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  authorizes  Congress 
<'to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions."  Sir,  when  the  Con- 
vention gave  the  President  the  power  of  com- 
manding the  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  they  intended  him  ro  to  com- 
mand them,  as  in  the  best  manner  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  and  subn^itted  to  his 
discretion  the  manner  in  which  this  can  be  best 
effected.  Sir,  there  is  another  section  by  which 
Congress  have  a  power  "  to  declare  war."  This 
declaration  sir,  is,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  a  law  of 
the  United  States,  which  the  President  is  sol- 
emnly bound  to  execute.  How,  sir,  I  will  ask,  is 
this  law  to  be  executed?  War  is  the  applying 
the  force  of  the  nation  to  the  annoyance  o^  their 
enemy.  It  has  been  well  defined — **  an  experi- 
ment which  can  do  the  other  the  most  barm." 
It  is  well  known  that  the  force  contemplated  was 
declared  publicly  to  be  "for  the  invasion  of  Can- 
ada." There,  theuy  can  be  no  doubt  with  the 
President  as  to  the  object  of  the  force,  and  the 
legislative  authority  of  Congress  to  raise  the 
force  and  direct  its  application.  The  question  is, 
how  shall  this  volunteer  corps  be  commissioned? 
It  would  be  violative  of  the  Constitution  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  commission  the  officers. 
This  patronage  was  thought  dangerous,  and  was 
consequently  vested  in  the  Slate  gov^mnients. 
I  therefore,  for  myself,  feel  no  difficulty  in  voting 
for  this  volunteer  bill,  which  contemplates  the 
appointment  of  its  officers  by  the  State  govern- 
ments ;  nor  can  I  feel  a  doubt  that  the  force 
raised  by  this  bill  for  the  express  purpose  of  the 
invasion  of  Canada,  will  not  be  applied  to  that 
object*    I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 


President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  laws 
will  be  faithfully  executed.  Sir,  I  presume  that 
there  can'  be  no  doubt  that  any  citizen  can  bind 
himself  as  a  regular  for  five  years,  and  if  so,  can 
there  be  a  doubt  that  he  can  bind  himself  as  a 
volunteer  for  one  year.  My  logic  has  taught  me 
that  every  greater  power  .includes  every  lesser, 
and  that  to  become  a  Tolunteer  for  one  year  is  as 
positive  a  right  sis  to  become  a  regular  for  five 
years.  ^ 

Mr.  Tboup  said,  it  was  evidently  an  object 
with  the  Convention  who  formed  the  Constilo- 
tion  to  repress,  as  much  as  possible,  in  the  new 
CSovemment,  the  power  of  making  conquests. 
History  had  informed  them  that  conquests  had 
always  been  injurious  to  every  country  which  had 
engaged  in  msking  them;  they,  therefore,  by 
rherr  provisions,  endeavored  to  repress  this  spiHt. 
They  say,  in  so  raaoywords,  "If  you  will  in- 
dulffe  in  this  spirit  <of  conquest,  which  has  been 
the  Dane  of  every  nation  which  has  indulged  in  it, 
you 'shall  carry  it  on  by  ap  ^rmy,  and  an  army 
only."  And  why  ?  Because  an  army  could  only 
be  raised  by  putting  the  country  to  great  expense, 
and  this  was  the  limitation  which  the  Convention 
thought  proper  to  put  to  the  spirit  of  conquest. 
A  large  army,  maintained' for  this  purpose,  would 
be  viewed  with  jealousy  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  and  of  this  the  members  of  the 
Convention  were  well  aware.  There  was,  on 
the  face  of  th£  Constitution,  Mr.  T.  said,  an  ob- 
vious distinction  made  between  the  Army  and 
militia.  Power  is  given  to  Congress  to  raise 
armies.  For  what  purposes?  For  all  military 
purposes.  Cpngress  shall  have  power  to  call  oat 
the  militia.  For  what  purposes?  To  suppress 
insurrections,  execute  the  laws,  and  repel  inva- 
sions. If  it  nad.  been  the  design  of  the  Conven- 
tion to  have  given  Congress  the  same  power  over 
the  militia  as  over  the  Army,  would  they  not 
have  said  so  in  express  terms  ?  But  there  was 
another  good  reason  for  withholding  this  power 
from  Congress.  The  States  relied  upon  the  mili- 
tia for  their  protection  against  any  attempt  at 
usurpation  by  the  General  Government.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  turn  to  one  of  the  amenjdments  of  the 
Constitution,,  they  will  find  it  declared,  *^  that  a 
well  regulated  militia  is  necessary  to  the  security 
of  a  free  State." 

But  there  is  another  wide  distinction  between 
the  Army  and  militia,  from  the  different  char- 
acters ,of  the  persons  who  compose  the  two  bod- 
ies. What  are  the  militia  ?  They  are  yeomanry ; 
citizens  of  the  country,  called  from  their  homes 
and  their  families,  in  cases  of  emergency,  for  the 
defence  of  their  couiitry.  Would  it  be  reasona- 
ble to  vest  the  power  inCJongress  to  carry  these 
men  from  (heir  homes  and  their  families,  for  for- 
eign invasion  or  foreign  conquest?  It  could  not 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  Convention  that 
these  men  might  be  shipped  off  against  Jamaica 
or  Vera  Cruz — for  if,  by  any  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  the  militia  can  be  sent  one  foot  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States,  they  might 
De  sent  to  Chili  or  Paraguay. , 

If,  then,  the  militia  cannot  be  sent  out  of  the 
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country^  and  these  yoluDteers  ate  militia,  neither 
can  they  be  so  disponed  of.  But  are  they  militia? 
He  did  not  know  now  they  could  be  distinguished 
irom  them.  They  now  form  a  part  of  the  mili- 
Ua,  under  the  omcers  of  the  respective  States, 
and  they  are  no  to  remain.  They  are,  therefore, 
Tplunteer  militia,  and  nothing  el^. 

But  gentlemen  say,  these  volunteers  can  be 
marched  out  of  the  country  hv  their  own  con- 
sent. Will  consent  jaake  any  difference?  Will 
it  make  a^  act  of  Government  Constitutional 
which,  without  it,,  would  be  unconstitutional^, 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  and  these 
Tolnnteers  are  not  the  only  parties  concerned. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  were  the  makera 
of  the  Constitution,  and  not  these  individuals  and 
the  General  Governmenl^  and  the  respective 
States  cannot  sarrendet  their  militia,  which  they 
have  a  light  |o  hold  for  thehr  own  security. 

But  the  gentleman  from  the  State  of  Maryland 
(Mr.  Wriohtj)  says,  that  the  militia  may  be 
called  out  by  the  General  Government  to  execute 
the  laws;  that  the  President  may  be  authorized 
to  take  possession  of  Canada  by  law,  and  that  the 
militia  may  be  called  upon  to  execute  this  law. 
This,  he  considered  as  an  unfounded  construc- 
tion of  the  Copstitutional  provision.  It  was 
surely  never  meant  that  the  militia  should  be 
called  upon  to  execute  the  laws  without  tite 
Union,  but  within  it.  The-law  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  would  be  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
not  a  law  of  the  Union,  for  the  execution  of 
which  the  President  has  power  given  to  him  to 
call  out  the  militia..     ' 

If  the  militia  can  be  called  out  to  repel  inva- 
sion, they  can  be  palled  out  to  the  seaboard. or 
garrisons,  for  tiie  purpose  of  .repellii^g  invasion, 
whenever  well-founded  apprehensions  are  enter- 
tained of  such  an  event;  and  if  they  go  beyond 
the  territory,  it  would  be  do  less  an  act  of  repel- 
ling invasion  than  was  the  first  onset. 

li^  said  Mr.  T.,  these  volunteers  are  to  .be  or- 
ganized as  reguhur  troops,  not  for  five  years,  like^ 
the  other  regulars,  but  for  one  year,  then  what- 
ever men  enter  the  service  of  the  country,  will  go 
into  this  corps;  and  the  army  provided  by  law 
to  be  raised,  would  not  be  enlisted. 
.  Mr.  T.  was  willin^^  to  authorize  the  President 
to  accept  of  the  service  of  fifty  thousand  volun- 
teers for  the  defence  of  the  couniry,,under  the 
bill  as  it  new  stands,  which  would  leave  the  Gov- 
ernment at  liberty  to  send  toe  reg«i)ar  troops 
abroad;  if  they  found  it  necessary  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Rhea. — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  sincere 
wish  that  we  could  get  on  with  thb  bill  in  some 
irnode.  The  only  question  arising  on  this  subject 
and  giving  cause  to  this  debate  is^  by  whom. shall 
the  forces^  conteoiplated  to  be  raued  by  this  bill, 
be  commissioned  i  Whether  by  the  respective 
Sutes,  or  by  the  Presfdent  of  th&United  States? 
In  making  up  my  opinion  on  this  subject^  I  will 
not  take  into  view  to  what  object  the  contem- 
plated force  may  be  directed.  Let  that  be  a  sub- 
ject of  future  consideration.  There  appears  no 
necessity  to  consider  that  question  now.  Let- the 
force  be  put  in  the  power  of  the  President,  and 


be  hereafter  employed  as  emergencies  may  re- 
quire. It  is  my  duty  in  all  cases  to  pursue  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and,  relative 
to  commissions,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  President 
is  authorized  to  commission  officers  of  the  United 
States,  whose  appointments  are  hot  thereby  oth- 
erwise provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  law.  By  the  Constitution,  is  reserved 
to  the  Stales,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the 
officers  of  the  militia,  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  only  to  commission 
the  officers  of  such  militia,  but  also  to  fill  up  va- 
.cancies  which  may  be  among  the  militia  when 
in.  kctual  service. 

It  maythej)  be  proi^r  to  omit,  at  the  present 
momeni,  the  future  direction  of  the  force  con- 
templated, and  go  on  with  the  bill  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible; Every  gentleman  knows  that  Congress 
have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mili- 
tia to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress 
insurrections,  ^nd  to  repel  invasions;  and  it  may 
also  be  known,  that  the  States  have  to  themselves 
respectively  reserved  the  power  tb.commision  the 
officers  of  militia  so  called  out.  The  Constitu- 
tioa  admits  only  two  specif  of  forces — a  regular 
force  and  a  militia.  The  President  is  empow- 
ered to  commission,  with  consent  of  the  Senate, 
all  officers  of  regular  forces ;  but  to  the  States  is 
reserved  exclusively  the  right  to  commission 
officers  of  the  militia.  In  this  case,^theQ,  it  is  my 
duty  to  vote, in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  so 
that  so  far  as  that  will  go,  the  sovereignty  of  the 
respective  States  shall  not  oe  infringed  nor  im- 
paired.  '  .       ' 

Mr.  FidK  could  not  consent  to  raise  any  mili- 
tary force  without  having  in  vi^w  the  object  for 
its  employment.  It  yrsLS  an  objection  to  the  laws 
of  1798,  for.  this  purpose,  that  they  had  no  defi- 
iiite  object.'  We  must  always  have  an  object  in 
view  when  we  propose  to  raise  a'  military  force, 
or  our  conduct  would  be  absurd.  Wie  all  know 
the  object  at  present,  and  the  inquiry  is^  whether 
04*  not  the  force  contemf^ted  by  this  bill  will  be 
effectual?    He  believed  it  would  not. 

The  gentleman  ^rom  Georgia  j[Mr."Tiioup) 
bad  ta^en  a  Constitutional  view  or  this  subject, 
to  which  he  had  nothing  to  add.  With  respect 
to  the  danger  which  some  gentlemen  appeared  to 
apprehend  from  placinjgf^  these'  volunteers  under 
the  President,  it  was  certainly  imaginary  only ; 
for  the  President  has  the  power  of  calling  out  the 
whole  of  the  militia,  of  which  he  is  commander. 
Where,  then,  is  the  difference?  But,  if  the  bill 
remi^ined  as  at  present,  there  would  be  great  dif- 
ficulty in  fiilins^  up  vacant  offices.  By  the  laws 
of  several  of  the  States^the  platoon  officers  are 
elected  by  the  soldiers;  and  if  any  of  these  officers 
fall  in  Canada,  how  are  their  places  to  be  sup- 
plied ?  In  the  bill,  as  proposed  to  be  amended, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  on  this  spore. 

-It  was  an  ^sy  matter  to  discriminate  between 
volunteers  and  militia.  It  is  the  character  of  a 
militiaman  to  remain  at  home,  under  his  officers, 
except  eklied  upon  for  some  particular  service ; 
but  a  volunteer,.of  his  own  choice,  throws  off  the 
character  of  a  militiaman,  and  assumes  that  of  a 
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YoluDteer,  to  serve  under  officers  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Presideiit,  and  to  march  wherever  he  is 
commanded. .  This  would  be  certain  ground, 
clear  of  Constitutional  objections.  As  to  taking 
away  the  defence  of  the  States,  the  States  are 
not  privileged  to  any  particular  number  of  mili- 
tia; many  of  our  regulars  are  always  enlisted 
from  militiamen.  It  was  not  likely  that  so  many 
of  the  militia  of  any  State  would  volunteer  their 
services  as  to  leave  the  State  destitute  of  suffi- 
cient for  its  own  defence. ' 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  observed,  that  he  had 
stated  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  On  a  for-. 
mer  occasion,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  in  exertion 
of  the  national  energies  in  every  form,  m  prose- 
cution of  the  war  in  which  we  are  about  to  en- 
pge.  He  vtra5  consequently  in  favorof  author- 
izing the  President  to  accept  of  the  service  of  a 
volunteer  corps.  The  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  subXect  arises  from  the  structure  of  thi^  force, 
or  rather  as  to  the  manner  of  commissioning  its 
officers.  , 

Mr.  C.  acknowledged  he  had  not  fully  investi- 
gated the  subject;  but  his  present  impressions 
were,  that,  in  eases  of  emergency,  the  nation  is  at 
liberty  to  use  the  best  security  of  the  people, 
whether  in  the  form  of  ordinary  militia  or  Volun- 
teers, in  any  manner  that  may  appear  best  calcu- 
lated to  preserve  the  public  interest.  He  did  not 
think  full  justice  had  been  done  to  the  able  view 
taken  of  this  subj^t  by  his  intelligent  friend 
from* South  Carolina  (Mr.  Ceeves.)  The  power^ 
of  declaring  war,  of  making  v^r,  would  seem  to 
carrV'With  it  all  the  attributes  of  making  war. '  • 

Tne  sentleman  from  Georgia,  ^Mr.  TroitpJ  to 
whom  he  always. listened  with  pleasure,  objected 
to  the  power  contended  for,  because  it  might  pos- 
sibly be  abused  by  sending  the  militia  to  a  distant 
foreign  country.    What  the  Government  had  the 

Sower  to  do,  and  what  might  be  deemed  expe- 
ient,  were  very  different. 
What  is  the  argument?  The  militia  cannot 
be  sent  out  of  the  iJnited  States,  because  there  is 
no  power  given  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  for  this  purpose.  Will  gentle- 
men givQ  a  satisfactory  answer  to  this  question?. 
The  Constitution  declares  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  raise  arqiies and  navies;  but  there  is  no 
power  given  Co  the  Government  to  send  theo^ 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States; 
yet  no  one  will  say  that  it  was  the  intentioa  of 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  restrict  the 
Government  in  the  use  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
Whence,  then,  is  the  power  derived  biii  from  tke 
general  pOwer  of  making  war,  and^  of  course, 
effective  war?  And,  if  the  general  power  of 
making  war  gives  to  Government  the  right  of 
usinff  the  Army  and  Navy  without  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  why  naay  not  the  s&me  gen- 
eral power  give  the  same  authority  with  respect 
to  the  militia  7  He  desired  those  gentlemen  who 
contend  that  the  mihti^  cannot  be  sent  out  of  the 
United  States,  to  answer  this  question. 

But  gentlemen  sav,  that  the  Government  has 
not  power  to  send  the  militia  out  of  the  United 
States,  because  the  Constitution  defines  the  ptir- 


poses  for  which  alone  they  shall  be  used,  viz:  '^  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insur- 
rections, afid  repel  invasiou.s." 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  two  clauses  in  the  Constitmion 
already  npticed,  but  not  for  the  same  purpose. 
Congress  is  '^to  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States."  What  service  T 
For  repelling  invasion  7  Does  not  "  the  service 
of  the  United  States"  mi?an  any  service  to  which 
that  particular  force  is  applicable?  If  not,  the 
hinguage  would  have  been,  ^*  as  may  be  eraplojred 
in  executing  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppressing 
insurrections,^  and  repelHng  invasions." 

Affatn,  the  Constiintioli  says:  **Tbe President 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
piavy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  tnilitfa  of 
'(he  several  States^  when  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States."'  What  service? 
The  seryide  is  spoken  of  generally,  and  means, 
no  doubt,  any  service  to  which  physical  force  is 
applicable.  Ff  intended  only  to  apply  to  the 
three  cases  above  specified,  why  were  they  not 
enumet^ated.  instead  of'speaking  of  the  service 
generally? 

In  one  of  the  amendments  to  tb^  Constitution 
it  is  declared,  "That  a  well-regulated  militia  is 
necessary,  to  the  Security  of  a  free  State."  But 
if  you  hmit  the  use  of  the  militia  to  executing 
the  laws,  suppressing  insurrections,  and  repelling 
invasions;  if  you  deny  the  use  of  the  militia  to 
make  war,  can  you  say  that  they  are  ^tbe  seca« 
rity  of  a  State?"    He  thought  not. 

Gentlemen  ask;  wiiryou  carry  the  militJa  out 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
foreign  conquest?  That  is  not  the  purpose  for 
which  this  volunteerfbrce  is  wanted.  They  are 
wanted  in  a  war  of  defence.  In  making  the  war 
effective,  conquest  ixiay  become  necessary;  but 
this  does  not  jchange  the  character  of  the  war; 
there  may  be  no  othpr  way  of  operating  upon 
our  enemy  but  by  taking  possession  of  her  proY* 
inces,  which  adjoin  us. 

Tne  single  difference  between  the  tWo  bills  is, 
who  shall  have-the  power  of  making  thei>fficers. 
The  proposition  for  ^vesting  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing the  officers  in  the  Pl-esident,  considering 
the  volunteers  as  militia,  is  unconstitmionaU  ^a 
the  power  is  vested  in  the  several  States.  But 
gentlemen  say,  call  the  force  what  you  will ;  call 
It  a  militia  force,  or  i  regolai*  force  j  let  the  offi- 
cers be  appointea  by  the  respective  States  or  the 
President,  it  matters  but  little.  No  ihan,  Mr.  C. 
said,  had  a  higher  opiniob  of  the  exalted  virtues 
and  eminent  patriotism  of  the  President  than 
he  had.  But  we  ought  to  be  cautious  in  settins 
precedents ;  bad  precedents  are  always  imposed 
in  good  times.  Though  the  power  might  not  be 
abused  at  present,  it  might  hereafter  be  made  use 
of  for  the  worst  purposes.  He  should  have  no 
fear  from  placing  one  hundred  thousand  men 
under  the  present  Executive  of  the  United  States; 
but,  as  our  Constitution  declares  that  "  a  well* 
regtdated  militia  is  the;  best  security  of  a  firte 
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State,''  be  should  choose  rather  tp  leave  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers  of  these  volunteers  in 
the  Slates  respectively. 

The  difficulty  wh4ch  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont had  suggested,  as  to  the  appointment  pf 
officers  to  fill  the  places  of  such  as  .may  become 
vacant,  might  be  provided  for  by  an  amendment. 

Mr.  l^iTKiN  said,  that  he  rose  to  e2{)ress  his 
astonishment  at  some  of  the  doctri&es  which  have 
Just  been  advanced  on  this  floor,  and  partipalarly 
by  the  gentleman^  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
'  Cbeves  0  doctrines,  to  bim,  not  les^  strs^oge  than 
novel.  That  be  could  not  but  feel  alarml^d  when 
he  heard  it  declared  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  sanction  of  a  lav  of 
Coogressj  has  the  power  to  send  the  militia  of 
the  several  States  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  purposes  of  offensive  war;  and 
that  alarm  was  increased  when  the  same  j^entle- 
man  had  not  only  said,  that  this  was  his  own 
opinion,  but  had  also  declared  to  the  House,  that 
he  understood  that ,  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
President  of  th^  United  States.  Had  the. gentle- 
man reflected  for  a  moment,  it.  is  presumed  he 
never  would  have  mentioned  in  debate,  that  such 
"was  the  opinion  of  the  President,  on  this  or  any^ 
other  subject  before  the  House,  as,  according  to 
the  known  rules  of  order,'  we  are  not  to  he  in- 
formed of  th€  opinions  or  wishes  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  except  by  his  official  com- 
munications. 

.But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  or  any  other  person,  on  this,  subject.  I 
cannot  refrain  from  expressing  m^  most  unquali- 
fied dissent  from  such  a  construction  of  the  Con- 
siitutioo.  The  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  the  militia  of  the  several  States  is 
•clearly  and  precisely  defined,  in  the  Copstitution 
itself.  Thus:  Section  8— "Conffress  shall  have 
power  to  provide  for  calling  fortk  the  militiaj  to 
-execute  tlie  laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress  insur- 
rectiods.  and  to  repel  invasions." 

The  donvention  had 'many  difficulties  to  en- 
-counter  in  the  formatjdn  of  the  Constitution. 
Thirteen  distinct  and  independ^n):  States,  or  s6v- 
ereignties,  by  their  delegates,  bad,  met  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  more  perfect  Union,  and  of 
giving  up  a  part  of  their  State  rights,  and  a  por- 
tion of  their  sovereignty^  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. It  ctinnot,  for  a  moment, he  supposed,  that 
when  they  were  granting  to  this  General  <Grovr 
«rnment  extensive  and  important  powers,  they 
should  be  inattentive  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
power  with  which  thev  should  invest  the  Gov- 
ernment over  their  militia^  Tl^ey  would  leave 
nothing  for  construction  on  the  subjcctw  They, 
therefore,  agreed,  that  in  three  cases,  and  in  three 
biases  only,  Congress  should  have  any  power  or 
'     control  over  the  militia  of  the  States: 

1st.  To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Unioq. 

2d.  To  suppress  insurrections. 

3d.  To  repel  invasionsr 

The  rea^ns  for  vesting  the  United  States  with 
power  over  the  militia,  to  this  extent,  were  ob- 
vious. It  was  important  ibat  the  General  Goy- 
•crnment  should  have  the  power  of  executing 


tta  own  laws — this  is  an  essea|ial  requisite  in 
every  Government — it  was  proper,  therefore,  that 
Congress  should  be  authorized  to  call  forth  the 
militia  in  aid  of  the  civil  power  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union.  It  was  equfiUv  important, 
also,  that  the  United  States  should  have  the 
power  of  preserving  peace  and  trajiquillity  within 
their  limits,  and  of  securing  themselves  against 
domestic  enemies.  Very  wisely,  therefore,  were 
Congress  empowered  to  call  forth  t^e  militia,  or 
the  whole  force  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  suppressing  insurrections.  And,  sii",  the  United 
States  might  require  the  aid  of  the^  militia,  not 
only  to  execute  their  laws  and  to  secure  them- 
selves against  domestic  faction,  but  also  for  the 
purpose  of  defence  against. an  invading  foreign 
enemy.  In  this  last  case,  therefore,  Congress  are 
equally  authorized  to  call  upon  the  militia  for 
assistance. 

The  people  of  the  several  States  have  thus, 
sir,  cleany  defined  the  objects  and  purposes  for 
which  we  can  call  forth  the  militia:  and  lest,  by 
.implication.  Congress  misht^  at  som§  time,  en- 
croach upon  the  rights  of  the  people  or  oi  the 
States^  it  is  .provided  by  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  as  follows:  "The  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

It  will  be  oDserved^  tjiat  Congress  have  power 
«to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia,"  &c. 
In  pursuance  of  this  authority,  acts  were  passed 
in  1792  and  1795.  The  title  of  the  last  act  is  in 
the  very  words  of  the  Constitution:  "An  act  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  Of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions." 

By  this  act  provision  is  made,  "  that  whenever 
'  the  United  States  shall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  im- 
*  minept  danger  of  invasion,  from  any  foreigii 
'  natiou  ot  Indian  tribe,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 

<  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  forth 
^  such  number  of  the  militia  of  the  State  ox  States 

<  most  convenient  to  the  place  of  danger,  or  scene 
'  of  actjon,  as  he  may  jt^dge  necessary,  to  repel 
^  such  invasion,  and  to  issue  his  orders."  d^c. 

By  the  same  act,  the  President  is  also  author- 
ized to  pall  forth  the  militia,  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 

Neither  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  nor 
the  statesmen  who  pa^ed  this  law,  have  ever  en- 
tertained the  idea  that  Congress  bad  the  power 
to  .employ  the  militia  of  the  States  in  foreign 
conquest  \  that  no  such  power  was  ever  granted 
to  the  United  States,  I  have  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve ever  since  I  have  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
Constitution  or  its  principles;  and  certain  I  am, 
that  such  an  idea  has  never,  until  this  day,  been 
advanced  on  this  floor. 

But,  Mr.  Cbairman,  it  is  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  if  I  rightly  understood  him, 
that  this  provision  of  the  Constitution  refers  sole- 
ly to  a  state  of  peace ;  that  a  new  state  of  things 
arises  from  the  moment  that  Congress  declares 
war ;  that,  after  a  declaration  of  war,  which  is 
one  of  the  highest  acts  of  national  sovereignty,  it 
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follows  that  the  United  States  have  the  powef'to 
dispose  of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  whole 
country  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  that^war; 
and  that,  if  it  should  be  an  ofTensive  war,  they 
have  power  to  march  the  militia  out  of  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  foreign 
conquest.  The  arguments  of  the  i^entleman  are 
ingenious,  but  destitute  of  any'  solid  foundation, 
Congress,  it  is  true,  have  the  power  to  declare 
war ;  but  where,  let  me  ask,  is  that  part  of  the 
Constitutioti  which  says  that  the  power  of  Con^- 
l^ress  over  the  militia,  is  greater  or  more  extensive 
ID  time  of  war  than  in  time  of  peace  ?  It  can- 
not be  pretended  that  there  is  express  provision 
to  this  effect.  It  can  arise,  then,  only  by  impli-* 
catioQ.  It  is  a  new  and  strange  mode  of  con- 
struing this  instrument  to  say,  that  where  special 
and  limited  powers  are  given  on  ativ  subject,  that 
these  powers  may  be  extended  or  enlarged,  merely 
by  the  exercise  of  other  powers  given  by  the 
same  instrument.  I  cannot,  sir,  for  a  moment, 
admit  the  position,  that,  in  consequence  of  a  dec- 
laration of  war.  Congress  have  the  power  of  dis- 
posing of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  extent  contended  for.  To  enable  the 
United  States  tp  carry  on  a  war,  Congress  are 
authorized  "to  raise  and  support  arnriiesi"  "to 
provide  and  maintain  a  Navjr."  These  are  the 
instruments  by  which  the  United  States  are  ena- 
bled to  carry  on  a  war,  either  offensive  or^efe^- 
live.  And  when  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  invaded  by  a  foreign  nation,  in 
addition  to  these,  the  militia  can  be. called  u^n 
to  take  a  part  in  thjs  defensive  war,  to  repel  such 
invasion.  The  power,  sir,  which  the  States  have 
retained  over  their  militia  is  the  surest,  nay  the 
only  effectual,  safeguard  of  their > rights,  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  Oeneral  Government. 
If  Congress,  in  consequence  of  a  rnere  declara- 
tion of  war,  hav6  the  power  to  order  the  militia 
of  the  States  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United^ 
States  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  conquests,  the 
State  governments  mav  not  only  be  Weakened, 
but  they  may  be  annihilated.  If  they  caq  be 
ordered  to  Canada,  they  can  bb  ordered  to  Ja- 
maica, to  the  East  Indies,  to  China,  to. Japan. 
And  in  this  way  a  State  may  at  once  be  deprived 
of  all  its  effective  force,  ^ut,  sir,  let  us  attend  to 
the  consequences  of  this  new  ooostruction  given 
to  the  Constitution  in  another  point  of  view.  So 
jealous  were  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  power  conferred  upon  Congress  to  raise  and 
support  armies,  that  they  thought  it  necessary  to 
place  a  check  upon  the  exercise  of  this  power,  by 
proYiding  "  that  no  appropriation'  of  money  to 
that  use  should  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two 
years."    . 

If  the  doctrine  now  contended  for  is  to  prevail, 
what  check  is  there  against  the  appropriation  of 
money  to  support  the  militia  in  service  for  as 
long  a  time  as  Congress  may  think  proper?  It 
is  only  to  declare  war ;  it  is  only  foe  us  to  create 
the  necessity  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  and 
then,  sir,  we  may  tsall  them  forth  to  effect  the 
objects  of  that  war,  whatever  they  may  be,  for  as 
long  a  time  as  we  may  judge  necessary  *,  and  we 


mav  also  appropriate  monev  for  their  support,  for 
«s  long  a  term  as  we  thine  proper.  And  here, 
sir,  permit  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  inis  important  distinction  between  the  pur- 
poses for  calling  forth  the  militia,  provided  in  the 
Constitutiouj  and  that  which,  by  this  new  con- 
struction; we  are  called  lipon  to  make.  By  the 
Constitution  we  are  not  empowered  to  call,  them 
forth  in  consequence  of  any  act  of  our  own,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  acts  of  others.  When  the 
laws  of  the  Unipn  are  violated ;  when  domestie 
enemies  are  arrayed  against  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  when  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
is  invaded  by  a  foreign  nation,  we  then  call  the 
nailitia  to  our  aid. 

But,  sir,  th6  Constitution  says  to  us,  when  yoa 
yourselves,  by  your  own  acts,  by  a  declaration  of 
war,  or  in  any  way,  undertake  to  create  the  pur- 
pose or  necessity  lor  calling  them  forth,  you  shall 
not  have  the  power  to  do  it ;  or,  in  other  words,, 
you  shall  not  have  thie  power  to  employ  the  mili- 
tia in  foreign  conquests.  Sir,  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  with  whom  rests  the  power  of  peaccf  and 
war,  cannot  send  the  militia  out  of  the  kingdom. 
A  gentlepian  from  M9ry]and  (Mr.  Wright)  says- 
that  he  is  restrained  by  an  act  of  Parliament. 
Agreed,  sir ;  h^  is  restrained  from  doing  it  by  a- 
superior  power,  by  the  power  of  the  Parliament, 
which,  in  this  respect,  is  superior  to  his.  In  this 
country,  sir,  the  Constitution,  which  is  the  act  or 
the  people,  restrains  us  from  doing  the  same 
thing. 

I  ask,  sir,  to  address  you,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  my  protest  agftinst  the  principles 
and  doctrines  this  ahy  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina;  a  gentleman  whose 
talents  I  respect,  and  whose  opinions  are  entitled-' 
to  no  small  share  of  weight  in  this  House  and 
elsewliere.  The  remarks  I  have  made  flowed 
from  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  and  were  made 
without  premeditation  and  without  method,  and 
i  have  been  led,  from  the  nature  of  the  sul^ecty 
to  proceed  further  than  I  had  intended. 

When  we  are,  as  many  gentlemen  have  often 
said,  during  the  present  session,  on  the  eve  of  a 
war^  the  avowed  object  of  which  is  to  take  pod- 
session  of  Canada,  I  could  not  but  feel  alarmed,, 
that  such  sentiments  were  entertained,  not  only 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  but,  as 
he  informs  us,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  toe  Constitutioh  has  committed 
the  power  of  carrying  on  the  war.  Indeed,  sir, 
my  mind  recoils  at  the  idea,  that  my  constituents,, 
living,  as  they  do,  along  an  extensive  seacoasf, 
with  their  towns  and  villages  exposed  to  the  rav- 
ages of  the  first  invader,  mi^ht  soon  be  liable  to 
be  called  upon  to  leave  their  families  and  their 
firesides,  and  to  nsk  their  lives  under  the  walls  or 
duebec.  I  coulcTnot,  sir,  refrain  from  expressins^ 
my  opinion,  that,  by  the  Constitution,  they  could 
not  thus  be  compelled,  to  march  into  a  foreiga 
country  without  their  consent.  But,  sir,  what- 
ever acts  we  may  pass  on  this  subject,  we  cannot 
alter  the  Constitution;  the  people  of  the  Uniteti 
States  will  judge  whether  they  are  in  conformity 
with  the' powers  which  are  delegated  to  us  or  not;. 
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aod  a  colIisioQ  may  ensd^  which  would  be  (atal 
to  the  best  ifitere^ts  of  this  oouatry.  .* 

A  motloA  Was  made  that  the  Committee  rise 
and  have  leave  to  sit  again.    Lost— 52  to  39. 

Mr.  NsLspN  rose,  and  made  some  pre&tory 
remarks,  and  proceeded  to  give  his  reasons  in 
favor  of  the  bill  before  the  Committee,  and  also 
against  any.  oonstnietions  of  the  Constitution,  by 
implication — when,  a  motion  being  again  made 
for  the  Committee  to  rise,  it  waa  carried,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  13^ 

Mr.  MiLNOR  presented  a  petition  of  John  Bio- 
ren,  W.  J.  Duane,  and  R.  C.  Weigbtman,  pray* 
ing  tbe  patronage  aod  aid  of  Congress,  in  printing 
a  new  and  complete  edition  of  the  laws  of  tbe 
United  States. — Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  MiLNOR.  Mr.  CeEves,  and  Mr.  Q«icndt, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  SpEAKfiR  Hiid  befoi^e  the  House  a  letter 
covering  a  protest  by  James  Dill  and  Peter  Jonesj 
two  of  the  ibembers  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  tbe  Indiana  Territory,  against  the  me- 
morial of  that  body  praying  Congress  to  admit 
the  said  Territory  into  tbe  Union  as  a  State,  on 
an  equal  footin;^  with  the  original  States. — Refer- 
.  red  to  the  committee  to*  whoca  the  said  memorial 
has  been  referred. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  public  moneys  now  deposited 
in  banks,  and  in  what  banks  deposited,  and  show- 
ing the  greatest  amount  in  each  bank,  at  any  pe- 
riod, since  the  fourth  of  March  last;  and,  also,  the 
amount  deposited  in  each  bank,  on  the  thirtieth 
of  September  last. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams. from  the  Committee  on  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  ^*for  the  esta^blishment  of  a 
quartermaster's  department,''  reported  tbe  same 
with  amendments;  which  were  read^and,  together 
with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of.  Mr.  Sexbert, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secreury  of  Sute  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  who  have  invented  any  new  or  useful 
art,  machine,  maqjafaature,  or  composition  of  mat- 
ter, or  any  improvement  thereon,  and  to  whom 
gatente  have  issued  for  the  san^e.from  that  of- 
ce,  subsequint  to  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  ten,  with 
the  dates  and  general  objects  of  such  patents ;  and 
also  that  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  lay 
an  anniial  report  before  this  House,  Embracing  the 
above  objects.  '    / 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PtTKiN,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  act  or 
acts  ^'concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consub;" 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other wise^ 

Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Breckeiiriogb,  and  Mr.  Mit- 
ch ill,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motiop  of  Mr.  JENNtNOs, 


Resoined,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  vesting  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, such  portion  of  the  township  of  land  lying 
in  the  District  of  Vincennes,  which  was  located 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  a 
SeminAry  of  Learning,  as  may  be  considered  suf- 
ficient for  the  establishment  of  a  Seat  of  Justice, 
in  a  contemplated  new  county,  in  the  said  Terri* 
tory,  by  a  division  of  the  county  of  Kaoi. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

Mr.  LitTLB  called  up  his  resolution  respecting 
captures  made  by  Qreat  Britain  of  American  ves- 
sels and  property ;  but  an  amendment  being  mov- 
ed to  add  ^'  and  any  other  Government]^''  some  de- 
bate ensued,  which  was  interrupted  by 

\f  1*.  Porter,  who  said,  though  the  information 
which  this  resolution  called  for  was  desirable,  he 
thought  a  discussion  upon  it  ought  not  to  prevent 
a  progjFess  with  more  important  public  business. 
He  hoped^  therefore,  the  resolution  would  be  suf- 
fered to  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  present,  and 
that  the  House  would  take  up  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  to  accept  of  a  volunteer  corps. 

The. motion  was  carried,  and  the  House  accord- 
ingly resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  said  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson  rose  and  observed  that  he  had 
caught  so  violent  a  cold  since  Saturday,  that  he 
feated  he  should  not  be  able  to  make  himscdf 
heard ;  and  then  proceeded  for  a  few  iqinutes  with 
his  remarks,  but  his  hoarseuess  was  so  great  that 
he  was  unaole  to  proceeds 

Mr.  MlLi^OR  said,  that  an  opinion  had  been  ad- 
vanced and  maintained  in  the  debate  upon  this 
bill  Qu  Saturday  last,  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  CarQlina,  (Mr.  Cbeves.)  of  so  novel 
and  extraordinary  a  nature,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  oppose  It;  that  be  entered  upon  this  duty  relue- 
tantly  and  unexpectedly,  having  hoped  that  dur- 
in|f  tne  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  (Mr.  Nelson,)  he  would  have  been  ena- 
bled further  to  arrange  his  ideas,  or  (what  was  to 
him  still  more  desirable)  have  been  prevented,  by 
the  lucid  exposition  or  that  gentleman,  ,whos€ 
views  on  this  subject  Mr.  M.  understood  to  be 
congenial  with  his  own,  from  at  all  troubling  the 
Committee.  The  indisposition  which  prevented 
Mr.  Nelson  from  proceeding,  and  which  was 
much  to  be  regretted,  tendered  it  necessary  that 
some  other  member  should  take  hie  place  upon 
the  floor;  which  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  ventured  to 
do,  although  unprepared,  and  laboring  under  the 
disadvantage  of  having  been  unavoidably  pre- 
vented from  hearing  a  part  of  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  opinion 
advanced  by  that  gentleman  was,  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  a  right  to  order  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  offensive  hos- 
tilities. Had  this  singular  sentiment  been  thrown 
out  as  a  mere  casual  suggestion  in  the  course  of 
an  animated  debate,  or  proceeded  from  the  wild 
and  heated  declamation  of  some  of  the  actors  on 
this  floors  I  would, not,  said  Mr.  M.,  have  been  at 
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all  surprised.  Buf,  sir,  I  am  alarmed  bV  the  re- 
spectability of  the  source  from  which  this  dan- 
gerous principle  comes.  It  is  given  to  us  as  the 
deliberate  result  of  the  reasonings  of  the  cultivated 
and  philosophical  mind  of  a  gentleman  ranking 
high  in  the  general  estimation  of  his  fellow  mem- 
bers for  political  knowledge  and  personal  integ- 
jity.  It  is  propounded  to  us  with  great  solemnity 
of  language  and  of  manner,  and  it  is  said  to  be 
supported  by  the  sanction  of  Executive  opinion. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  we  are  told, 
feels  no  difficulty^  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cheves  said,  that  his  allusion  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  was  not  from  anyj^ersodal 
conversation  with  that  gentleman  ;  that  it  had 
been  mentioned  to  him  on  the  floor,  and  he  merely 
gave  it  a$  he  would  that  of  any  other  gentleman 
well  able  to  construe  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  MilnOr  proceeded. — Putting  out  of  the  scale 
the  weight  of  Presidential  authority,  that  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself,  on  a  Oonstitutional 
question,  is  sufficient  to  induce  an  attentive  exam- 
ination of  its  soundness  and  propriety.  It  had 
been  intimated  by  an  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky.  (Mr.  Johnson,)  that  this  discussion 
was  irrelevant  to  the  subject  before  the  Commit- 
tee. The  suggestion  was  not  very  compliment- 
ary to  the  member  by  whom  the  subject  was  intro- 
duced. But,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  consider  it  all-(mpor- 
tant  that  the  President,  if  this  bill  passes,  should 
he  under  no  mistake  as  to  the  views  of  this  House, 
with  respect  to  the  employment  of  the  forces 
placed  under  his  direction,  and  especially  of  that 
part  of  them  which  consists  of  militia.  I  am,  for 
one,  not  willing  to  eonfide  wholly  to  the  Presi- 
dent the  decision  of  this  important  question.  I 
am  not  apt,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  sound  alarms,  but 
I  have  always  thought  there  wad  great  safety  in 
constantly  watching  for  the  preservation  of  the 
great  charter  of  our  liberties,  and  in  maintaining 
an  extreme  sensibility  to  the  slightest  proposed 
infraction  of  its  valuable  provisions.'  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virgihia,  (Mr.  Nelson,)  in  his  pref- 
atory remarks,  noticed  the  variety  of  opinion  which 
has  been  entertained,  as  to  the  mod'e  of  constru- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  imputing 
to  the  Federalists  a  disposition  to  favor  an  en- 
larged construction,  with  a  view  to  the  increase 
of  the  powers  of  the  General  Qovernqaent,  and 
the  contrary  inclination  to  the  party  with  which 
he  generally  acts.  Ther^  are,  certainly,  extremes 
upon  this  as  upon  every  other  subject.  It  was 
manifested  in  the  debate  on  the  question  of  grant- 
ing; a  charter  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
where  Congress  refused  to  exercise  a  power,  in 
my  opinion,  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  those 
expressly  delegated.  There  may  have  been  too 
much  liberality  of  construction,  on  the  other  hand, 
sometimes  applied.  The  true  medium  lies  in  not 
granting  to  the  Government  any  powers  but  those 
expressly  detailed  in  the  Constitution,  or  una- 
voidably incident,  and,  in  the  language  of  the  in- 
strument itself,  "necessary  and  proper  (br  carry- 
*  ing  into  execution  the  powers  vested  by  it  in  the 
'  Government  of  the  United  States^  or  in  some 
'  department  or  officer  thereof."    This  is^  Che  pria« 


ciple  by  which'  ti\y  construction  will  be  ^ide4. 
The  power  of  sending  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  beyond  their  limits,  resQlts,  we  are  told, 
from  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  resting  in  the 
hands  of  the  General  Government.  And  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  South  Carolina  has  indulged  as 
with  a  definition  of  sovereignty :  "  ft  is  the  right  of 
disposing  of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  peo- 
ple." Sir,  I  deny,  that  under  this  definition  of  the 
term  sovereignty,  it  can>  with  any  correemess,  be 
applied  to  the  General  Government.  The  fraoie 
and  texture^f  this  Government  are  different  from 
tbose  of  all  other  nations*  The  sovereignty  rests 
here  with  the  Aii^erican  people.  If  the  doctrine 
of  the  popular  political  writers  of  Great  Britain 
be  true,  that,  even  .th^re,i;ircurastances  may  occur 
to  authorize  the  resumption  of  sovereignty  by  the 
'people,  it  is  stHl  more  clear,  that,  in  this  happy 
country,  the  people  have  never  parted  with  it; 
but,  having  merely  granted  to  their  Government 
certain  restricted  powers,  the  remaining  portion 
still  rests  with  themselves.  The  powers  referred 
to  are  limited  and  restricted,  both  with,  respect  to 
their  operation  on  the  people  and  upon  the  gov- 
ernments of  the  particular  States:  and  the  pecu- 
liarity of  th^e  provisions  of  the  Cfonstituiion  im- 
parting these  powers,  as  well  as  the  known  jealousy 
as  to  ineif  extent,  which  existed  at  the  time  of 
Its  adoption,  clearly  prove  that  the  Convention 
never  intended  to  bestow,  by  implication,  upon 
the  General  Government,  powers  greater  than 
those  expressly  given.  In  reference  to  the  enor- 
mous one  suggested  by  the  gentleman  fVom  Sotftfa 
Carolina^  it  is  too  much  to  suppose  that  that  wise 
aiid  patriotic 'body  intended  covertly  to  «ve  an 
implied  power,  wnich,  if  only  done,  would  have 
hazarded  the  adoption  of  their  ?reat  work  by  the 
several  Spates  of  the  Union.  Sir,  I  can  scarcely 
think  that  the  Federalists,  who  exerted  themselves 
at  that  time  of  day  in  its  favor,  would  have  done 
so,  had  they  believed  it  to  include  in  its  grant  of 
powers  the  dangerous,  one  <$ontended  for  by  the 
honorable  member  from  South  Carolina.  Do  I 
imprbpeHy  term  it  a  dangerous  power?  Is  it  too 
strong  a  term' for  a  prerogative  ^opposed  to  be 
vested  in  the  President  of  sending  the  freemen  of 
this  country — as  it  was  correctly  stated  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Connecticut  on  Saturday — 
not  only  to  the  Northern  and  Southern  limits  of 
this  Continent,  but  to  any  part  of  the  immense 
regions  of  Europe,  Asia,  or  Africa? 

If,  from  the  nature  of  our  Goverfmeot,  founded 
as  it  is  in  compact,  and  restricted  in  ^the  exercise 
of  its  power,  both  as  regards  the  independence 
and  rights  of  the  State  governments,  and  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people,  it  oe — as  I  contend  it  is— ^a 
violation  of  its  principles  to  invest  those  who  ad- 
minister its  coticerns  with  powers  not  expressly 
granted,  or  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  thtfse 
that  are,  then  it  becomes  us  to  examine  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  to  ascertain  whether  it  contains 
any  provision  to  which  a  construction  favorable 
to  this  doctrine  can  fairly  be  given.  On  all  sub- 
jects which  actually  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Convention,  qn  which  they'unquestionably  delib- 
erated and  acted,  and  have  given  us  the  resolt  of 
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their  ddibftratioiis,  in  terms  clearly  ezpresse<l  in 
theConstitutrOD  itseff,  there  is  no  room  left  for  sup- 
'  posing  an  iateniroft^to  grant  implied  powers,  dif- 
ferent in  their  nature,  and  more  rast  in  their 
extent,  than  those  thef  have  detailed.  It  would 
'be  preposterous  and  ab«urd — a  reflection  both  on 
their  wisdom  and  patriotism — to  indulge  such  a 
aupposition.  I  do  Hot,  I  repeat, now  atltide  to  Rueh 
powers,  as,  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Qov- 
ernment,  may  frequently  be  required  for  execut- 
ing those  actually  detailed,  the  exercise  of  #hich 
is  expreffsijr  authorized  by  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
'  stitutton  already  referred  to. 

The  fighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
st itution  contains  the  eniimeraled  powers  bf  the 
General  Government.  The  followiog  clauses  are 
those  which  rehite  to  wiir,and  to  the  employment 
'  of  the  several  kinds  of  force  placed  in  in  hafnds : 

**  Congrtos  shall  have  power  to  declare  war,  grafit 
letters  of  marque  and  reinrifial,  and  make  rules  concem- 
ing  captores  on  land  and  water ; 

*'  To  raise  and  support  armies ;  bat  no  appropriation 
of  meney  tothat  use  ahaii  be  for  a  longer  term  than 
two  years ; 

**  To  provide  and  maintain  a  naVy ; 

<'To  make  ralae  for  the  government  and  r^ulation 
of  the  land  and  naval  forces ;  . 

"  To  provide  for  calling  forth  th*  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Vhion,  suppress  msurrections,  and  rspei 
invasions  / 

"  To  provide  fi[)r  organisping,  arming,  and  disciplin- 
ing the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as 
may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  Statest 
reserving  to  the  States  respectively  the  appwnUnent  of 
the  cffieers,  and  the  4kithorUi/  of  trainingtht  milHia, 
-according  to  the  dlscipKne  prescribed  by  GoBgrees.*^  - 

And,  for  the  purpose  of  governing  the  construc- 
tion of  these  and  the  other  express  grai\ts  of  power 
in  the  Constitution,  and  to  guard  against  danger* 
ous  stretcher  of  autnority  by  the  Government,  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  the  amendments 
to  that  instrument  provide:  ^ 

"Tnat  the  enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of:  cer- 
tain rights  shsll  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  di^afaga 
others  retained  by  the  people ;  and  that 

«  The'  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are 

'  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 
The  mere  exhibition  of  these  clauses  of  the  Con- 
atitution  is  a  more  forcible  refutation  of  the  doer 

-  trine  than  the  most  labored  argument  could  fur- 
nish.   Does  not  every  one  at  once  perceive  the 

'  marked  distinctioii  between  armies  which  Con* 
gress  are  invested  with  the  power  to  raise,  aad 
militia  governed,  except  when  called  into  actual 
service,  by  the  regulations  of  their  own  States  ?  - 
The  power  to  raise  armies  and  to  provide  a  navy 
immediately  follows,  i^nd  is  closely  connected  with 
that  of  malunff  war.  This  important  subject  be- 
ing provided  lor,  the  militia — always  regarded  as 
•m  most  essential  safeguard  of  the  nation-^next 

'  tslaims  the  atietftion  of  that  Convention.  But, 
the  wise  statesfnen  and  excellent  men  who  com- 
posed that  body  did  not  so  on  to  alarm  the  great 
oody  of  the  citizens  with  the  prospect  of  being 
liable  to  be  called  beyond  the  limiuof  the. United 
BtateS)  to  assist  the  Qoveroaietit  in  the  prosecu- 


tion of  a  foreign  war.  On  the  contrary,  they  guacd 
against  such  an  apprehension  by  ^vnng  the  Gov- 
ernment authority  to  raise  armies — to  employ 
mercenaries  to  prosecute  the  war  which  they 
mi^ht  declare.  To  the  great  body  of  effective 
citizens,  constituting  the  militia  of  the  several 
States,  they  assign  appropriate  and  defined  duties, 
manifestly  intending  to  distinguish  them — as  in 
name,  so  in  employment-^from  the  other  descrip- 
tion of  for^.  To  the  militia,  are  three  important 
services  only  assigned — first,  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union.* 

It  waS)  no  doubt,  well  consi«lered  to  be  more 
congenial  to  the  nature  of  our  fr^e  institutions, 
and^to  the  character  and  feelings  of  our  people, 
that  if  in  any  unhappy  fnstance  any  portion  of 
tlreir  p^ple  should  be  misled  into  hostility  against 
the  laws,. the  Gbvernment  should  call  to  its  aid 
those.who  remain  true  to  their  duties,  rather  thad 
resort  to  the  aid  of  a  mercenary  army. 

In  the  instances  of  opposition  to  the  laws  which 
occurred  some  years  ago  in  the  State  which  I 
have  the  'honor  to  represent,'  the  "good  effects  of 
this  salutary  provision  were  manifest.  To  their 
fellows  itizenSf  arrayed  on  the  aide  of  order  and 
governifient,  the  insurgents  readily  submitted, 
and  the  ^ffusiop,of  human  blood  was  thereby  pre- 
vented. This  branch  of  employnient,  like  that 
which  follows  it-^the  suppressing  pf  insurrections 
— is  in  its  Data  re  wholly  domestic ;  it  gives  em- 
ployment to  the  militia  only  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States.  The  third  and  last  duty  im- 
poaed  on  thi^  body,  is  ^  to  repel  invasions."  Can 
u  be  believed,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  under  xkef 
pretext  of  repelling  invasions,  it  was  intended  to 
authorize  this  Government  to  send  the  militia  in 
the  pursuit  of  foreign  conquest  ?  Was  there  any 
each  sentiment  prevalent  at  the  time  the  Consti- 
tatiotf  was-  adopted,  or  did  any  object  of  desire 
exist  that  could  lead  to  the  prospect  of  our  beiog 
mad  enough  to  go  abroad  after  new  aoquisttioas 
of  territory,  to  be  gained  by  force  ?  We  had  not 
been  very  lonff  dismembered  from  the  British 
empire.  Qentlemen  will  scarcely  suppose,  that, 
'with  such  fbelinffs  as  then  pervaded  the  public 
mind,  her  exam ^e  in  seelcing  new  conquests  in 
all  part^  of  the  jflobe  was  about  to  be  imitated  in 
thU  n^w  and  tming  and  virtuoUs  Republic.  If 
the  members  of  that  Convention  had  been  asked. 
Do  you  iatand,  that,  uodeif  the  mask  of  repelling 
invasion,  the  militia  shall  be  marched  to  Canada 
and  the  walls  of  Cluebec,  what  would  they  have 
answered?  ^       ^ 

Mr,  CHivaa  here  said^  that  he  did  not  contend 
that  the  power  of  marching  the  militia  out  of  the 
United  States  was  derived  from  the  clause  alluded 
to ;  but  that  the  power  to  declare  war  being  given 
t<>  Congress)  and^being  a  most  importai^t  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  the  power  for  which  he  contended 
followed  of  course. 

Mr.  MiiiWOR  proceeded.— ^Sir,  I  ask  the  honor- 
able gcBtleman's  pardon.  I  bad  understood  him 
to  argue,  tha^  as  in.  the  performance  of  the 
aekaowledged  duty  of  repelliag  invasion,  the 
passage  of  the  militia  beyond  the  frontiers  of  the 
,  United  States  might  be  ttnavoidabie,  the  preoise 
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distance  to  which  they  might  be  led  could  not  be 
fixed ;  and  that,  for  the  efieetuai  obtainment  qf 
the  object  of  repelling  invasion,  the  militia  might 
be  carried  to  Quebec,  and  the  conqaest  of  the 
country  ensue  therefrom.  It  is  probable  I  may 
only  have  heard  the  argument  urged  in  private 
conversation. 

The  power  contended  for  is,  then,  to  be  eonsid* 
ered  as  a'coneomitantof  the  right  (o  declare  war. 
The  error  of  this  argumeiit  consists  in  the  appli- 
cation of  a  principle  to  our  Government  wholly 
unfitted  to  it,  when  the  manner  of  its  formation, 
the  nature  of  its.  provisions,  and  its  practical  oper- 
ation, are  considered.  Our  Government  is  found- 
ed on  express  computet ;  its  nature  is  defined  and 
fixed  by  a  written,  instrument ;  and  it  cannot  be 
made  to  bear  upon  the  people  or  the  States  in  any 
other  manner  than  that  oriffinally  prescribed.  If 
the  power  to  declare  war  had  stood  alone,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  inquire  how  far  it  would  have 
empowered  the  Government  to  extend  the  -opera- 
tions of  the  militia.  But  my  honorable  friend, 
who,  like  myself,  has  been  conversant  with  studies 
connected  with  the  legral  profession,  well  knows 
the  maxim  constantly  applied  4o  the  construction 
of  statutes,  as  well  as  ta  the  contracts  of  indi- 
viduals :  JSxpresno  uniu$  est  txchmo  ulterius. 
Where  the  party  is  empowered  to  do  certain  spe- 
cified things,  it  excludes  the  power  to  do  other 
things  affecting  the  interests  of  the  other  party  to 
the  cx)ntract.  Sir,  here  is  the  contract,  from^which 
all  your  public  authority  is  d^ived.  The  very 
subject  about  which  we  are  differing  is  here  pro* 
vided  for.  The  parties  to  this  instrument^  as  to 
this  object,  have  certainly  left  nothing  to  the'dan* 
gerous  experiment  of  construction  and  implica- 
tion. 

You  may  declare  war— offensive  war  if  you 
please,  uncongenial  as  it, i&  with  the  sentiments 
and  feelings  of  the  American  people.  You  may 
raise  armies — you  may,  by  the  obnsentof  the  indi- 
viduals, and  of  the' State  governments  under 
which  they  reside,  convert  your. volunteers  into 
enlisted  soldiers.  You  then  make  them,  by  their 
consent,  part  of  your. regular  army.  iBut  until 
yoQ  do  so  by  contract,  and  not  by  compulsion, 
the  army,  as  to  external  offensive  operations, 
must  be  considereda  distinct  body  from  the  mili- 
tia. There  is  great  weight  ia  the  remarks  of  my 
friend  from  Connecticut,  with  respect  to  the  re- 
striction of  two  years  imposed  on  Congress  in 
appropriating. money  for  the  maintenance  of  an 
army.  A9  to  the  regular,  troops  no  invasion  of 
this  important  limitation  can  be  made;  but  if  the 
President  possesses  unbounded  discretion  as  to 
the  employment  of  the  militia  extemallv  and  in- 
ternally, then  Congress  also  are  freed  from  the 
fetters  of  this  wholesome  provision,  and  money 
may  be  appropriated,  not  only  for  two,  but  for 
any  number  of  years  to  maintain  your  militia 
sent  out  of  the  country  by  compulsion  in  pursuit 
of  foreign  conquest.  Is  the  honorable  gentleman 
aware  of  the  immense  danger  of  his  doctrine  ? 
Upon  the  principle  he  contends  for,  the  President 
and  Congress  may  wield  the  whole  mass  of  the 
militia,  in  any  manner  and  for  any  time  they 


may  think  proper.  Let  me  ask  if  this  be  not  an 
important  question^f  there  can  arise  one  uiore 
important  ?  In  the  establishment  of  the  Federal 
Government,  no  doubt  the  people  foresaw  that 
occasions  might  arise  when  it  would  be  necessary 
for  them  to  fight  pro  aria  et  focis.  when  assailed 
by  hostile  opposition  to  the  laws,  by  insurrection^ 
by  territorial  invasion ;  but  it  was  scarcely  anti- 
cipated that  a  right  would  be  claimed  hj  our 
rulers  ta  lay  their  hands  upon  our  persons  to 
force  us  into  foreign  War,  and  thus  transform  our 
mild  and  free  Republic  into  the  grossest  tyranny. 
Sir,  let  the  small  States  beware  if  this  doctrine 
be  true.  They  may  easilv  be  destroyed.  Their 
militia  called  froin  their  homes  into  foreign  ser« 
vice,  the  liberty  and  the  property  oi  their  citizens 
would  be  at  the  mercy  or  the  Government.  The 
exercise  of  this  monstrous  power  would  be  with- 
out restriction  or  central.  A  Virginia  President 
might  spare  the  militia  of  his  own  State.  If  it 
pleased  bis  fancy  the  militia  ot  Vermont  might 
be  marched  to  a  spltry  southern  climate,  uncon- 
genial with  their  constitutions  and  habits,  to 
make  a  conquest  of  the  Floridas,  while  those  Co 
t|ie  southward  might  be  sent  on  a  wild-gooiie 
chase  to  the  deserts  of  Nova  Scotia.  Let  us  at 
once  exhibit  a  marked  disapprobation  of  this 
alarming  doctrine.  We  have  hitherto  manifested 
great  forbearance  and  patience  under  the  wrongs 
we  have  suffered  from  the  two  great  belligerents 
of  Europe.  It  has  resulted  from  a  fondness  for 
peace,  a  hatred  for  war.  and  these  sentiments 
have  been  attended  by  an  utter  aversion  to  the 
policy  of  making  foreign  conquests.  If  ouil  prin- 
ciples on  the  latter  topic  are  now  to  be  abandoned, 
let  the  work,  be  undertaken  by  an  army  of  mer- 
cenaries. Let  not  the  ^reat  body  of  our  people 
be  subjected  to  a  military  conscription  for  such  a 
purpose.  If  they  unite  in  the  object,  let  it  be 
willingly  and  not  by  compulsion.  God  forbid 
we  should  adopt  any  other  plan !    ^ 

This  House  will,  I  trust,  crush  in  its  first  bud- 
ding the  monstrous  principle  to  which  I  have 
given  my  feeble  opposition.  My  honorable  friend 
will,  I  hope,  himself  abandon  i^  and  ackowledge 
that  he  has  not,  In  this  instance,  applied  his  usind 
talents  of  investigation,  nor  foreseen  the  conse- 
quence of  his  doctrine.  The  people  will  at  all 
events  never  submit  to  jt..  Pass  your  aeu,  but 
not  a  militiaman  will  march.  The  State  gov- 
ernments will  not  permit  you  to  force  their  citi* 
zens  into  a  war  of  conquest  and  invasion,  which 
will  certainly  array  one  pairt  of  your  community 
against  the  other.  I  desire  not  to  excite  a  spirit 
of  hostility  to  the  Govern  me  nt-^but  for  one,  I 
prize  the  enjoyment  of  Constitutional  liberty  too 
dearly  to  surrender  it  at  the  mandate  of  any  Gov- 
ernment— its  unconstitutional  intrasion  I  would 
resist  at  the  hazard  of  mv  fortune  and  my^  life. 

Mr^  Macon  said,  on  this  great  Constitutional 
question,  the  best  way  of  coming^o  a  correct  de- 
cision is  for  members  to  express  their  opinions 
freely  upon  it.  According  to  the  theor]^  of  our 
Gdvernment,  Mr.  M.  observed,  it  required  the 
State  iforernments  and  the  General  Government 
To  form  the  nation,  and  the  two  Governments 
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ought  to  act  ib  unison;  tbey  cannot  work  well  in 
any  other  wav.  In  some  respects  the  Constitu- 
tion guards  toe  rights  of  each.  When  powers 
are  given  to  the  Gkperal  GoFernment  of  the 
Constitution  they  are  expressly  taken  from  the 
State  governments.  When  the  Constitution  was 
adopted  it  was  not  adopted  bv  the  people  in 
their  national  character,  but  in  tneir  character  as 
States. 

The  Constitution  gives^  to  Congress  the  power 
to  lay  taxes  of  f* very' description;  and' it  takes 
away  from  the  States  the  power  to  lay  impost 
and  tonnage  duties;  because,  if  not  taken  away, 
the  right  Would  have  re;mained.  So  in  respect  to 
the  power  of  m'aking  war,  it  is  given  to  Congress, 
and  taken  frotn  the  States.  And  in  some  cas^s 
it  give^  the  States  i^  right  to  do  certain  things 
l>y  consent  of  Congress. 

It  gives  the  power  to  Congress  to  make  war, 
and  to  support  armies,  bat  not  for  a  longer  term 
than  two  years;  but  when  it  speaks  of  the  militia 
there  is  no  limitation  as  to  them;  because  the 
power  over  them  is  left  with  the  respective  States, 
and  Congress  is  only  authorized  to  call  them  out 
for  three  purposes,  viz:  "to  execute  the  laws, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions;"  and  to 
effect  these  purposes  was  not  supposed  to  require 
an  appropriation  for  more  than  two  years,  ft  the 
country  was  invaded,  it  was  not  meant  that  the 
militia  alone  should  be  relied  upon  to  repel  the 
invaders,  biit  that  they  should  be  called  out  in 
aid  of  the  army,  or  until  the  army  could  be  col- 
lected for  the  purpose ;  so  that  there  was  no  ne- 
ce$sity  for  a  limitation  with  respect  to  the  militia. 

Power  is^iven  to  Congress  to  establish  a  navy  ; 
the  States  may  also  keep  a  navy  by  consent  of 
Congress,  but  not  without. 

Congress  have  a  right  to  govern,  the  militia 
while  in  actual  service,  but  at  no  other  time.. 

Congress  is  forbidden  from  granting  anytitles 
of  nobility ;  the  States  are  forbidden  also.  Where 
the  States  are*  not  to  exercise  a  power^  it  is  ex* 
pressly  taken  away  from  them  oy  the  Coostir 
totion.  ; 

The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Militia 
when  called  into  actual  service. 

Congress  may  raise  an  army  for  a  year  or  six 
months ;  but  when  raised  it  must  be  like  every 
other  army,  go  to  its  place  of  destination,  and  not 
to  be  scattered  all  over  the  eountry. 

The  question  now  occurs,  whether  the  General 
or  State  Governments  have  the  power  to  send  the 
militia  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States? 
He  wished  gentlemen,  before  he  touched  this  part 
of  the  Constitution,  to  take  a  view  of  the  States 
before  the  adoprion  of  this  Constitution,  under 
the  old  Confederation.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  the  Southern  militia  was  sent  into  Florida, 
and  the  Eastern  into  Catfada,  at  the  instance  of 
the  old  Congress.  And  if  the  power  has  not  been 
taken  from  the  States,  which  no  one  would  say 
it  had,  what  can  hinder  the  States  from  employ- 
ing the  militia  in  the  ^ame  way  now? 

It  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  gentle- 
men that  wheit  the  United  States  go  to  war  the 


Government  has  a  right  to  use  all  the  physical 
force  of  the  nation  in  order  to  do  her  enemy  all 
the  injury  she  can. 

The  Constitution  prohibits  any  State  from  en- 
l^aging  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such 
imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay ;  but 
if  a  State  were  to  ^^o  to  war,'  she  would  have  a 
right  to  use  her  militia  in  any  manner  she  pleased, 
in  the  same  wav  that  she  would  have  done  before 
the  adoption  or  the  Federal  Constitution. 

The  United  States  Government  and  the  State 
Governments  acting  in  unison,  must  possess  the 
whole  sovereign  power.  The  objection  is,  that 
Congress  have  the  army  given  to  ihem  for  the 
purpose  of  making  war ;  but  the  militia  is  left  in 
the  power  of  the  States  for  their  defence.  But  if 
a  State  give  her  consent  for  her  militia  to  be  sent 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  what 
shall  hinder  theni  from  engaging  in  any  service 
in  which  the  General  Government  may  find  it 
for  the  interest  of  the  country  to  employ  them  ? 
It  was  objected  to  this  construction  that  the 
States  might  not  agree  to  this  course.  But  this 
kind  of  reasoning,  on  a  discord  existing  between 
the  General  and  State  Governments,  ought  not  to 
be  countenanced.  A  nation,  any  more  than  a 
house  divided  against  itself,  cannot  stand.  It 
would  be  a  new  state  things  for  a  State  to  com- 
mit treason  against  the  General  Government. 

There  is  another  part  of  the  Constitution  oa 
which  he  would  make  a  remark.  It  'has  beeo 
said  that  this  Government  is  only  intended  for 
defence.  He  was  willing  to  acknowledge  this 
as  a  general  principle;  but  there  is  a  part  of  the 
Constitution,  that,  if  it  does  not  look  towards  coq- 

3 nest,  he  did  not  know  what  is  its  meaning.  In- 
eed  it  had  always  been  so  considered  by  every 
man  with  whom  he  had  acted  in  public  life. 
And  is  it  net  recollected  that,  when  We  were  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans 
almost  every  man  believed  that  the  United  States 
might  take  New  Orleans  by  ibrce— might  con- 
quer it  and  keep  possession  of  it?  There  was 
scarcely  any  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject. 
The  clauses  of  the  Constitution  to  which  he 
alluded  are  in  the  following  words: 

<*  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congreis  into 
this  Union ;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State;  nor  any 
State  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  StaAea 
concerned,  as  wdl  as  of  the  Congre^. 

'*The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and 
make  aH  needftil  rules  and  regulations,  rejecting  the 
territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  Uaited 
States,  and  iMMhing  in  this  Constitntion  shall  be  so 
constrosd  as  to  prcjo^Rce  any  claims  of  the  United 
States  sr  of  any  pai^euiar  Stete." 

These  clauses  of  the  Constitution  were  no 
doubt  intended  to  meet  cases  where  new  territory 
was  acquired.  Indeed  there  was  an  article  in  the 
ordinance  of  the  old  Confederation,  which  spoke 
more  plainly,  in  which  Canada  is  named.  There 
is  no  doubt  tnat  this  country  was  an  object  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  in- 
tended to  be  embraced  under  the  new  Government* 
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I(  appeared  to  bim  as  if  the  £ramers  of  the 
ConsututioQ  were  determiD^  to  leave  no  excuse 
for  Territorial  governments;  tbey  seem  to  say,  if 
you  acquire  additional  territory,  you  shall  form  it 
into  a' State  or  States,  which  shall  possess  equal 
rights  with  yourselves.  They  had  seen  some  of 
the  evils  arising  from  provincial  government. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  on  the  present  occasion 
somewhat  in  the  same  situation  as  upon  a  late 
question;  and,  if  he  were  to  judffe  from  present 
appearances,  as  he  should  probably  be  on  all  the 
bills  making  preparations  for  war.  He  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  th^  bill  as  it  stood  at  present;  but 
he  never  would  vote  for  anything  which,  in  his 
opinion,  infringed  the  Constitution.  His  opinions 
migiit  be  unpleasant  to  his  friends,  but  he  wished, 
above  all,  to  have  peace  in  bis  own  breast. 

If  we  go  to  war,  England  will  drive  us  into  it; 
and  in  that  case  he  was  willing  to  give  the  Presi- 
dent as  much  of  the  physical  force  of  the  country 
as  shall  make  the  war  efficient. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  he  should  vote  against  striking 
out  the  first  sections  of  this  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  those  of  the  original  bill.  He  was  fb;- 
retainins:  a  militia  volunteer  force,  not  as  tne 
most  effective  force,  because  be  was  of  opinion 
with  (he  gentleman  from'  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Macon  J  that  they  cpuld  aot  be  marcrhed  out  of 
the  United  States  without  the  consent  oif  the 
States  to  which  they  respectively  beloii^;  but  hie 
should  so  ppose  there  would' be  nodipculty  in 
obtaining  this  consent.  He  should  wish,  how- 
ever, that  the  bill  might  pass  in  such  a  form  as 
that  no  one  could  be  mistaken  as  to  the  purpose 
for  which  these  volunteers  were  to  b^  employed. 
He  should  view  it  as  unfortunate  if  the  bill  passed 
in  its  present  shape;  for  if,  on  his  return  home, 
one  oi  hi^  neighbors  were  to  ask  him  whether 
volunteers  under  this  act  would  be  liable,  to  be 
inarched  oat  of  the  country,  he  might  say  no; 
when  some  other  gentleman^  who  was  present  at 
the  passing  of*  |he  bill,  might  say  yes.  This 
would  leave  people  in  a  state  of  doubt  and  diffi- 
culty. He  was  in  favor  of  the'  officers  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  several  States ;  because,  if  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  it  Would  Be  raising 
another  armv  in  a  different  form.  The  volunteera 
to  be  raised  oy  this  bill,  will  receive  no  pay  until 
they  are  called  into  service.  If  this  force,  with 
the  army  already  provided,  should  be  deemed  in- 
sufficient, he  should  have  no  objection  to  provide 
for  another  volunteer  force,  to  be  commissioned 
by  the  President 

If  the  present  i^otion  shall  not  succeed,  Mr.  B. 
expressed  his  inlcBtion  of  moving  an  amendBient, 
providing  **  That  this  force  shall  not  be  marched 
out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States  without 
the  consent  of  the  States  to  which  they  belooff*'' 

Mr.  B.  supposed  there  would  be  no  diffieuTty 
in  obtaining  this  consent.  Many  of  the  States 
bad  passed  resolutions,  offering  their  lives^  for- 
tunes, and  honor,  in  support  of  their  country; 
this  application  would  serve  to  test  the  sincerity 
of  these  pledges,  an4  he  had  no  dpubt  the  result 
would  do  credit  to  those  who  had  made  them. 

Mr.  PoRTaa  said  it  was  his  wish,  as  he  be- 


lieve^  it  to  be  the  wish  of  gentlemen  ffenerally, 
that  this  force  should  be  used  efficientlv  against 
the  British  possessions.  It  was  with  tnis  Yiew 
that  the  bill  was  origioally  reported ;  but  he  per- 
ceived that  some  gentlemen  would  vote  in  favor 
of  the  original  bill,  and  others  in  favor  -of  the 
ametided  bill,  sa  that  it  wi|l.be  impossible  to 
know  their  object.  For  the  purpose  of  doing 
away  this  misunderstanding,  he  would,  therefore, 
withdraw  his  amendment ;  and  if  this  bill  pass 
he  would  introduce  another  to  raise  a  force 
which  might  be  called  out  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PotNUfiXTER  renewed  the  m^otion.  which 
he  had  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  provi- 
ding that  the  volunteers  should  sign  an  engage- 
ment to  serve  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  when,  called  into  ser- 
vice, each  volunteer  sball  be  subject  to  the  rulea 
and  articles  of  wat,  and  be  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  to  any  place  without  the 
jujLisdiction  thereofl 

Mr.  P.,  in  supporting  ,his  motion,  read  an  ex- 
tract from  the  speech  of  George  Mason,  in  the 
Virginia  Convention,. to  show  that  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  to  send  the  militia  from  one 
State  to  another,  was  viewed  with  jealousy,  and 
tbat  tl)e  idea  of  sending  them  out  of  the  Uoited 
States,  at  that  time,  had  never  been  entertained. 

Mr.^ACON  was  not  convinced  that  the  General 
Qovernment  had  a  right  to  send  the  militia  oat 
of  the  United  States,  without  the  consent  of  the 
'State^  The  debate  in  the  Virginia  Convention, 
which  had  been  cited,  did  uot  touch  this  question ; 
it  related  only  to  the  calling  of  the  militia  out  of 
one  State  to  another.  With  a  view  of  bringing 
this  question  distinctly  before  the  Committee,  Mr. 
B.  moved  to  add  to  this  new  section  the  follow- 
ing proviso: 

<*  Provided,  That  no  company,  battalion,  regiment, 
or  brigade  of  such  volunteers,  shall  be  marched  to  any 
place  0at  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out the  previouf  consent  of  the  State  i>r  Territory  to 
which  they  may  belong." 

Mr.  Key  said  that  the  Constitution  is  a  con^- 
pact  between  the  States  and  the  General  Gov- 
ernmeht,  and  hy  the  amendment  to  it  which  ha3 
been  adopted,  it  is  declared  that  what  has  not 
been  granted  by  the  States  is  retained  by  them 
or  the  jKople.  By  this  instrument  the  power  to 
raise  alrmies,  when  the  exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
ment shall  require  it.  is  granted;  and  the  militia 
are  reserved  to  the  Stated  for  their  defence.  No 
legislative  act  of  Congress  can  confer,  upon  this 
Government^  greater  power  than  the  Cfonstitu- 
tk)n  gives.  Thi  Government  have  no  power  to 
use  the  militia  fn  any  place  exterior  to  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  other  than  in  the  State  to  which  the 
militia  belong,  except  in  tbie  three  cases  mentioned 
in  th^  Constitution,  viz:  ''in  repelling  invasions," 
"suppressing  insurrections,"  and  "executing  the 
laws."  A  commission  jg;iveil  to  a  militia  officer 
can  have  no  validity  without  the  United  States, 
nor  within  the  United  States  othe;'  than  in  the 
particular  States,  except  in  the  three  cases  before 
mentioned  i  for  instance,  i^  person  commissioned 
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as  a  major,  by  the  laws  of  Maryland,  cannot  act 
by  Tirtue  of  that  commission  exterioi^  ^  the 
limUs  of  the  United  States,  nor  in  any  other 
State  than  the  State  of  Maryland,  except  in  "repel- 
ling invasions,"  "sappressinj^  insurrections,"  and 
"  executing  the  laws."  This  beinc  the  case,  the 
amendment  of  the  delegate  from  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  which  goes  to  confer  a  power  upon 
the  President  to  order  the  militia  differently  from 
what  the  Constitntion  warrants,  upon  the  militia 
stipulating  to  that  effect,  cannot  alter  the  case. 
It  IS  not  in  the  power  of  the  militia  thus  to  con- 
fer their  services,  and  thus  deprive  the  State  of 
them;  nor  can  the  amendm^t,  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  \Mr.  Bacon)  to 
the  former  amendmenr,  vary  the  case — for  an 
objection  of  equal  weight  occurs,  which  is,  that  it 
U  not  competent  for  the  Legislature  of  any  State 
to  give  such  a  consent,  and  thus  deprive  the' citi- 
zens of  such  State  of  the  protection  and  defence 
which  is  thus  secured  to  them  by  the  Consti- 
tution. ' 

Mr.  K.  said  he  had  uoderstpod  that  the  delegate 
fVom  the  Mississippr  Territory  had  read,  from  the 
debate  in  the  Virginia  Convention,  \he  opinion 
of  Mr.  George  Mason  and  others,  to  prove,  that 
where  the  consent  of  the  mifitia  js  obtained  in 
the  way  now  proposed,  they  mieht  be  sent  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  Union.  He  asserted  that 
there  was  no  such  question  discussed  in  that 
Conveaiion.  nor  did  their  debates  show  any  such 
fact.  The  jealousy  of  tho^  patriots  was^  that,  in 
the  cases  mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  the 
militia  might  be  called  by  the  Oovernment  from 
any  particular  State  to  20  into  one  very  remote; 
a5$,  for  instance,  from  tne  State  of  Georgia  to 
Vermont,  and  in  consequence  of  being  thus  ha- 
rassed and  distressed,  there  might  be  danger  of  the 
people  consenting  to  a  constant  standing  army. 
This  tvas  what  those  patriots  wished  to  guard 
against ;  and  it  was  urged  by  them,  that  in  such 
cases^  the  consent  of  the  States  to  v^hich  the 
militia  belonged  should  be  first  obtained. 

He  reprobated  and  remonstrated  ^gainst  the 
doctrine  which  had  been  advanced,  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  the  power,  io^case  of  foreign  war,  to 
order  the  militia  to  march,  without  the  'United 
States,,  It  is  a  doctrine  which  the  people  never 
have^  and  never  will  consent  to.  It  ought  to 
alarm  every  friepd  to  the  Constitution  and  tha 
liberties  of  the  people.  What  might  be  the  con- 
sequence, with  an  ambitious,  unprincipled  Chief 
Magistrate?  Congress  have  power  to  raise  ar- 
mies to  carry  on  a  foreign  war;  twenty-five  thou* 
sand  or  fifty  thousand  regular  troops  are  raised 
in  conseqtience  of  sttch  a  war ;  according  to  the 
construction  which  has  been  ^tven  to  the  Con* 
stttutfon,  the  militia  may  be  ordered  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  go  upon  that  foreign  war,  and  the  stand- 
ing army  may  be  kept  and  used  for  ambitious 
purposes,  in  tne  States  from  which  the  militia 
have  gone.  Where,  then,  would  be  your  force  to 
defend  your  liberties  against  this  mercenary  band, 
who  should,  under  an  unprincipled  Chief  Magis- 
trate, attempt  to  destroy  them?  He  said  the 
doetrfaie  was  too  monttrooi  to  be  eadvred. 


If  he  distinctly  heard  the  delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  he  also  understood  him  to 
say,  that  it  was  conceded  that  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  might  at  ^ny  time  expatriate  him^ 
self,  and  enter  into  any  foreign  service ;  for  in- 
stance, into  the  service  of  Gh'eat  Britain,  t)r  the 
French  Emperor,  in  a  war  against  his  own  coun- 
try. Mr.  K.  said  he,  intoto.  denied  that  doctrine. 
Tne  gentleman  could  not  derive  that  opinion  from 
any  eminent , writer,  or  from  any  decision  of  any 
court.  No  State  had  within  his  knowledge,  by 
any  act,  implied  such  doctrine,  without  it  was 
the  State  of  Virginia.  That  State  had  prescribed 
the  manner  in  which  a  citizen  might  expatriate 
htmself.  But  by  prescribing  the  mode  in  which 
it  may  be  done,  it  demonstrates  that  uppn  general 
principles,  a  citizen  has  no  right  to  expatriate 
himself.  If  the  gentleman  is  right,  in  what  cases 
may  your  citizens  leave  your  country,  and  enter 
into  the  service  of  your  enemy?  Where  it  your 
line  of  distinction?  Suppose  you  march  your 
militia  into  Canada,  as  contemplated,  and  your 
militiaman  should  think  thitt  was  a  convenient 
time  and  opportunity  to  expatriate,  and  leave  your 
service  for  that  of  your  enemy— according  to  this 
doctrine,  wobld  he  not  have  a  right  so  to  do  ?  But 
do  you  imagine,  if  he  was  to  be  taken  and  brought 
before  a  court  nlartiai,  that  his  exercise  of  this 
right  would  be  a  good  defence  ? 

Mr.  K.  said  the  cause  of  the  difficulty  which 
the  House  now  experienced,  w^s  this:  that  a  dis- 
guise and  cover  is  thrown  over  the  object  of  our 
present  deliberations;  the  real  object  is  kept  from 
the  people.  He  would  not  say  that  this  is  the 
intention  of  any  gentleman  in  the  House,  but  the 
mode  of  conducting  this  business  has  that  effect. 
If  the  design  is  to  carry  on  a  foreign  war,  and 
the  exigence  of  the  country  required  an  army  of 
seventy  or  eighty  thousand  men,  tell  the  people 
so,  and  they  will  be  ready  to  give  you  the  army; 
this  you  have  the  power  and  tbe  right  to  demand 
of  them.  But  they  will  and  ought  to  insist  upon 
reserving  to  themselves  the  militia,  their  own 
appropriate  defence,  which  the  Constitution,  the 
sacrea  compct  between  you  and  them,  has  guar- 
antied  for  tneir  benefit  and  protection. 

Mr.  Rfi£A  observed  that  he  would  not  undertake 
to  show  the  relation  which  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual allegiance  had  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  to  accept  the  dervice  of  a  number  of 
volunteers;  but  as  that  doctrine  had  been  ad- 
^vaneed,  prior  to  this  day,  in  this  House,  it  mar 
be  proper  to  say  something  about  it,  for,  if  left 
unnoticed^  it  may  be  taken  for  grabted— what 
wUl  be  said  may  have  some  bearing  oa  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration  in  the  manner  it  has 
been  treated. 

The  doctrine  of  petpetual  allegiance  is  an  off- 
spring of  the  once  celebrated  doctrine  of  the 
divine  right  of  kings;  a  doctrine  which  the  cele- 
brated Filmer  treated  copiously  of,  about  the 
time  of  the  celebrated  James  the  Sixth  of  Scot- 
land, and  Fint  of  England,  who,  not  content  with 
being  King  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  in  a 
manner  arbiter  of  Europe,  in  the  time  of  the 
Gkeat  Henry  of  France,  desired  ako  to  be  nam- 
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bered  among  the  most  learned  theologist?,  the 
most  sublime  poets,  and  great  musicians  of  bis 
«ge;  for  neither  ot  which  he  was  qualified  hj 
nature,  and  art  could  do  but  little  for  him.  This 
doctrine  of  divine  rigbt  of  kings,  and  its  offspring, 
perpetual  allegiance,  wonderfully  flourished  and 
produced  abundance  of  sour  fruit  in  his  time  and 
in  that  of  his  successors^ntil,  in  the  time  of  the 
second  James,  the  third  W  illiam,  at  the  memora- 
ble battle  of  the  Boyne,  by  a  powerful  argument, 
directed  to  James  in  person,  convinced  him  that 
the  doctrine  of  the  divine  right  of  kings  was  not 
tenable;  and,  under  that  impressive  conviction, 
James  fled  to  France,  and  there^emained  reflect- 
ing on  the  loss  of  their  kingdoms.  The  British' 
Parliament,  in  the  mean  time,  not  believing  the 
doctrine  of  the  divine  rig)it  of  kinfifs,  enacted  a 
law  settling  the  croWn  of  the  three  Kingdoms  on 
William  and  his  amiable  consort,  Mary,  and 
thereby  exploded  that  strange  doctrine  The 
notion  of  perpetual  all^iance  ought  to  have 
shared  the  fate  of  its  spurious  parent ;  but  it  con- 
tinued to  auswer  political  purposes,  and  for  sub^ 
ject  of  discourse. 

All  the  nations  on  this  earth  compose  one 
family;  sound  reason  and  common  sense  declare 
that  a  man  may  trairsfer  himself  froip  the  family 
of  his  parent  to  anotfier  family,  and  dwell  there- 
with. A  man  being  a  citizen  or  subject  of  one 
Government,  and  not  employed  in  the  actual 
service  thereof,  has  a  natural  and  inalienable 
right  to  transfer  himself  from  that  Government 
or  natioii  to  another;  to  renounce  and  abjii^e  all 
allegiance  to  the  Governnient  he  came  from ;  and 
to  bind  himself  in  fidelity  and  allegiance  to,  and 
to  become  a  citizen  of  the  nation  ol  his  choice,  in 

?ursuaoce  of  the  laws  of  the  Government  thereof, 
f  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance  be  true, 
wbat  shall  he  said  tor,  or  in  what  condition  are 
they  who  have  emigrated  from  the  British  domii^- 
ions  to  the  United  States  since  the  Treaty  of 
Peace?  If  this  doctrine  be  true,  they  continue, 
to  be  British  subjects,  notwithstanding  they  have 
been  naturalized,  and  have  bound  themselves  by 
solemn  oath  in  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 
To  which  of  the  two  nations  or  Governments  do 
they  beloDjfj;?  In  ,this  case  there  is  no  choice, 
and  like  all  other  claims,  the  eldest  must  take,  if 
the  doctrine  alluded  to  be  true.  Are  we  pre- 
pared to  surrender  the  principle  and  all  the  men 
alluded  to?.  I,  said  Mr.  R.,  am  not;  many  of 
these  men  are  well  known  to  me-^they  are  good 
citizens,  and  prepared  to  vindicate  the  rights  of 
their  adopted  country.  But  this  doctrine,  to- 
gether with  its  spurious  parent,  '*  the  divine  right 
of  kings.'^  is  banished  and  driven  from  these 
United  States.  In  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitiition,  it  is  provided  that 
'^  Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization.'*  This  power  denies 
perpetual  allegiance — the  principles  of  perpetual 
allegiance  and  naturalization  are  repugnant  to, 
and  inconsistent  with  each  other ;  if  one  be  right, 
the  other  is  not.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  paramount,  and  the  supreme  law,  and 
tbe  highest  authority,  and  commands  all  respect 


and  observance;  it  has  humanely  prorided  a 
resting  place  for  the  wearied  and  oppressed,  and 
secures  it  to  them,  being  naturalized. 

The  system  for  raising  a  force  of  volunteers, 
(taking  into  view  the  original  bill,  and  the  amend- 
ment oflered  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and  other  propositions,)  has  assumed  a  pe- 
culiar form,  and  not  being  willing  to  sanction  any 
principle  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  will  bear 
against  the  sovereignties  of  the  individual  States, 
I  will  vote,  said  Mr.  H.,  against  th^  amendments 
now  offered.  .  The  Constitution  acknowledges 
two  species  only  of  military  force — the  militia, 
and  a  regular  army.  The  Constitution  empow- 
ers the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  and  commission 
aH  officers  of  a  regular  army.  To  the  States, 
respectively,  is  reserved  the  power  of  appointing 
and  giving  commissions  to  all  officers  oi  the  mil- 
itia. Where  the  Constitution  has  fixed  this  basi- 
ness,  there  let  it  remain.  So  long  as  it  remains, 
the  individual  States,  in  their  sovereign  capaci- 
ties, if  they  be  true  to  themselves,  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  designs  of  any  usurping  military 
chief.  If  the  President  be;  authorized  to  accept 
the  force  in  the  manner  contemplated,  si  direction 
to  that  force  will  be  given.  If  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration in  the  form  it  now  has,  shall  become  a 
law,  and  will  not  sufficiently  answer  the' design 
originally  intended  by  it,  that  defect  can  be  rem- 
edied by  a  bill  properly  fltted  and  detailed  for 
that  purpose. 

The  question  being  taken, on  Mr.  Bacon's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  it  wks  negatived, 
thexe  being  five  votes  only  for  it.  , 

,  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  negatived,  there  beibgonly  nine  votes 
in  favor  of  itr- 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  strike  ou^  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  in  order  to  insert  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  first  reported ;  which  motion  was  neg- 
atived, there  being  only  ten  votes  for  it. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  the  bill  and 
amendments,  and  the  House  adjourned^ 


TuBSDAT,  January  14. 

Mr.  Gholsok^  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  r^eport  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Mills,  refer- 
red to  them  the  twenty-ninth  of  November  last; 
which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
JUDGE  TOULMIN. 

Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Poinobxter  presented 
sundry  documents  in  refutation  of  the  charges 
contained  m  the  presentment  by^  the  Grand  Jury 
of  Blildwin  coimty,  in  the  Ii^ississippi  Territory, 
against  Harry  Toulmin ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoint^, 
on  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  on  the  letter  from 
Cowles  Mead.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  the  above-mentioi^d  presentment. 

Mr.  Rbea  moved  that  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  presentment  against  Judge 
Toulmin,  be  discharged  from  a  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject,  as  every  member  who  had 
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heard  the  reprcseDtation  reltd  to  the  Hoxx^  this 
morniiif,  must  be  convinced  that  the  charges  made 
•gainst  that  gentleman  were  entirely  without 
foondation ;  and  that  he  had  acted  the  part  of  an 
upright  man. 

Mr»  PoiNDBZTEB  was  of  opinion  that  the  char^ 
ges  brought  against  the  Judge  were  not  only  un- 
founded, but  that  they  proceeded  from  corrupition  $ 
but  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  be  dis- 
charged, as  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Judge, 
ia  which  he  says  he  shall  be  able  to  transmit  such 
evidence  as  will  convince  cverr  roan  that  the 
charges  have  no  foundation.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  pape/8  would  remain  referred,  that  a  report 
might  be  made  upon  the  subject  which  would 
aet  the  matter  in  a  proper  light  to  the  world.. 

The  motion  to  aischarge.  the  committee  was 
negatived. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

The  Houses  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  for  authorizing  the  President  to  accept 
of  a  volunteer  corps. 

Mr.  Gholsov  felt  great  difficulty  in  deciding 
tipon  the  bill  before  the  Committee.  He  was 
concerned  to  be  obliged  to  diflier  in  opinion  from 
gentlemen  for  whom  be  entertained  the  highest 
vespect  He  coincided  in  sentiment  with  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  as  to  the  efficiency  of 
a  volunteer  army.  No  one  had  more  confidence 
Ml  volunteers  than  he  should  have.  He  believed 
it  to  be  that  description  of  force  which  might  be 
most  relied  upon.  But,  ih  organizing  this  force, 
reference  ought  to  be  bad  to  the  object  proposed 
to  be  accomplished  by  it,  and  it  ought  to  be  as^ 
eertained  whether  this  force  be  equal  to  the  at- 
tainment of  it. 

Can  this  force  be  employed  against  Canada,  or 
in  the  reduction  of  Ctuebee  ?  He  could  not  say 
that  it  could,  with  confi^Jenbe,  because  he  felt  a 
difficulty  in  deciding  the  question.  He  did'  not 
like,  in  the  prosecution  of  so  important  an  ob- 
ject, to  employ  means  of  doubtful  construction. 
Would  it  not  comport  more  with  propriety.,  and 
the  interest  of  the  country,  to  employ  a  force 
against  which  no  objection  could  be  made,  apd 
respectifijg  which  ho  one  could  be  mistdcen  ?  He 
thought  it  would. 

It  appeared  to  him  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment bad  power  to  call  out  the  militia,  in  the 
three  cases  mentioned  in  the  Constitution  only ; 
and  no  one  can  say,  this  volunteer  corps  is  a  rc^- 
nlar  force,  because  its  officers  are  to  be  appoint^ 
by  the  governments  of  the  several  States.  It  is, 
therefore,  essentially  a  militia  force,  and' cannot 
be  employed  beyond  .the  limiis  of  the  United 
Slates.  He  bad  not,  however,  formed  an  opinion 
entirely  satisfactory  to  himself;  but  he  was  in- 
clined to  believe  this  force  could  not  be  employed 
in  a  foreign  war.  If  it  can,  the  power  must  be 
derived  constructively  from  some  other  clause  of 
the  Constitution. 

Under  the  authority  given  to  repel  invasion,  he 
•apposed  these  volunteers  might  cross  the  boun* 
dary  line  in  driving  off  an  enemy  who  bad  in- 
Tnde4  the  country.    But,  it  has  been  contended 


by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
C/HBVEd)  that  the  sovereign  power  given  to  Con- 
gress to  declare  war,  includes  in  it  the  power  of 
using  the  wh6le  physical  force  of  the  Grovern- 
ment  for  this  purpose.  But  this  is  a  doctrine  of  ^ 
construction,  and  he  well  recollected  the  expres* 
sion  of  a  venerable  gentleman,  Who  now  holds  an 
eminent  place  in  the  courts  of  this  country,  that, 
*^  it  was  better  not  to  execute  a  positive  power 
ffiven  bv  the  Constitution,  than  to  force  one  of 
doubtful  construction."  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  its  ori|;in  in  construction,  and  so  had 
the  ajien  and  sedition  laws ;  and  if  this  doctrine 
of  construction  was  to  he  extended,  in  the  man- 
ner comended  for,*  from  the  power  ffiven  to  Con*^ 
gress  to  make  war,  Congress  would  become  om- 
nipotent. There  would  be  no  limitation  to  its 
powers. 

Mr.  G.  said,  in  construing  the  Constitution,  we 
ought  to  examine  its  several  parts,  and  not  give 
one  part  of  it  a  construction  that  will  destroy 
other  parts.  Every  part  mi^t  have  given  to  it  its 
proper  force  and  meaning,  and  no  more.  "  Con* 
gress  shall  have  power  to  raise  and  support  ar- 
mies." Where  is  the  necessity,  therefore,  of 
resorting  to  construction  for  more  power?  If 
they  have  troops  and  money,  these  are  sufficient 
for  carrying  on  wai;. 

But,  it  seems,,  we  are  to  go  to  jirar,  not  with 
the  means  given  to  us  by  the  Constitution,  bat  by 
means  of  a  volunteer  force,  a  milita  force,  a  State 
force,  over  which  Congress  has  no  proper  control, 
except  in  certain  speciled  cases,  indeed,  if  this 
corps  were  to  be  marched  under  the  authority  of 
Congress,  the  States  would  have  the  power  of 
disbanding  them  whenever  they  thought  proper, 
bv  revoking  the  commissions  of  their  officers. 
This. would  place  the  United  States  in  a  sit- 
uation which  was  never  contemplated  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution.  They  meant  that 
Congress  should  make  war  with  troops  of  their 
own  raisingj  and  which  should  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  officers  appointed  by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  G.  said  heshould  vote  for  this  bill,  because, 
though  be  consideced  the  force  in  the  light  of  a 
militia  force  only,  it  would  leave  the  whole  of 
the  army  at  liberty  to  march  against  the  enemy. 
But  he  had  no  expectation  tluu  the  additional 
troops  would  be  raised  in  time.  The  first  onset 
ought  to  be  made  with  volunteers,  to  be  seconded 
by  the  regular  ibrce  of  the  country. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  with  naoving  an  amendment, 
to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  amendment  out  of 
order,  adding  that  the  gentleman  might  come  av 
his  object  by  voting  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smilib  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  in  one  thing,  that  this  force  must  be  re- 
lied  on  in  the  first  instance,  and  he  was,  there- 
fore, in  favor  .of  it.  But  the  question  is,  now, 
whether  we  ^all  have  a  regular  force  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  mentor  if  fifty  thousand  of  them 
shall  be  volunteers  ?  He  had  voted  against  the 
proposition  for  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  States, 
Decause  he  did  not  wish  the  House  to  decide  that 
qoestioa  at  present.    But  the  gentleman  from 
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Virginia  says  the  States  might  withdraw  these 
troops  at  a  critieal  moment.  Can  the  gentleniafi 
suppose  such  a  state  of  things?  Does  be  con- 
sider the  nature  of  the  GK)Yernment  under  which 
^  we  act  ?  All  power  is  in  the  people.  We  can 
neither  raise  men,  nor  go  to  war  without  their 
consent ;  and  if  it  should  ever  happen  that  a  war 
should  be  commenced  contrary  to  the  opinions  of 
the  Stale  governments,  ok  the  people,  it  woxild 
have  to  be  abandoned  in  disgrace. 

Mr.  Blbeckeb.-— Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  prepared 
to  vote  for  the  bill  on  our  table.  As  it  is  now 
framed,  it  seems  tp  be  wholly  free  froov  the  Con- 
stitutional question  which  has  been  discatfsed  here 
for  some  days.  But  as  ic  appears  from  the  obser- 
vations just  now  made  by  tfa^  gentkman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gutolson,)  that  our  votes  on  (his 
bill  will  still  have  reference  to  that  question ;  and 
as  I  do  not  perceive  that  they  wiU  show  our  in- 
dividual impressions  on  a  subject  of  so  much  im- 
portance and  interest^  I  avail  myself  of  thia  occa- 
sion, to  express  my  diiapprobation  of  the  doctrine 
which  has  been  maintained  with  great  ability  and 
ingenuity  respecting  the  power  of  this  Qovern- 
ment  over  the  militia-^  power,  utterly  incom- 
patible With  the  design  and  prominent  features  oC 
the  Constitution — a  power,  compared  with  which 
the  horrors  of  the  French  con^cri{)tion  are  mercy, 
and  dreadful  ag  the  levies  en  masne  of  those  whom 
we  call  tyrants  of  Europe,  When  the  existence 
of  such  a  povtrer  in  the  General  Gkivernment  isseri', 
ously  contended  foj,  and  when  it  is  stated  on  this 
floor  that  it  is  believed  that  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  United  States  is  of  opinion  that  such  a 
power  is  conferred  by  the  Constitution,  it  certain- 
ly, behooves  us  to  express  our  sentiments  respect- 
ing it. 

Wheii  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Cheves,)  on  Saturday,  contended  for  this 
power,  my  faculties  were  for  a  momeat  confound- 
ed by  the  novelty  and  strangeness  of  the  doctrine, 
the  talent  and  ingenuity  witn  which  it  was  urged, 
and  the  hi|;h  authority  which  was  supposed  to  be 
in  favor  ot  It.  The  knowledge  of  the  most  faihi- 
liar  maxims,  principles,  atrd  rules  of  construction 
&iled  me;  and  to  discover  whether  I  bad  Com- 
pletely misundeirstood  the  provisieos  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  the  point  in 
question,  I  left  the  House  during  the  debate  to 
examine  the  valuable  commentary  on  it,  of  whick' 
it  has  been  justly  and  elegantly  said  that  ^it  com-* 
presses  the  wisdom  of  ages,  and  nours  original 
light  on  the  science  of  govecnmeat."  But  in  the 
letters  of  PubHus  I  could  find  nothing  like  this 
new  exposition.  After  a  little  reflection,  however, 
on  what  had  been  urged,  no. argument ^was  left 
on  my  mind  in  support  of  this  siranffe  doctrine, 
butthearjgamentaoveracuru^an^-'-andthe  autho- 
rity and  influence  of  name  and  talenu 

I  hardly  know,  sir,  how  to  make  an  argument 
on  such  a  subject.  It  is  so  plain  to  my  mind,  that, 
but  for  the  singular  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Chbves,)  i  should  have  supposed  it 
utterly  unsusceptible  of  discussion.  ^ 

But  what  is  the  ground  on  which  he  relief? 
He  bays  Congress  have  the  power  to  dtchoe  war; 


that  this  power  is  national  and  soveretgn  ill  ita 
nature,  that  it  inrolves  all  the  consequences  of 
war,  and  the  means  of  carrying  it  on. 

Let  usj'for  a  moment,  look  at  the  Constitatioa* 
Is  not  its  prominent  feature  a  delegation,  by.  the 
States  or  by  the  people  of  specific  powers  to  the 
General  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
the  ends  and  objects  of  the  confederatfon  1  These 
powers  are  clearly  and  precisely  defined.  !«  re- 
lation to  the  subject  before  us,  we  have  first,  the 
power  to  declare  war.  And  what  does  this  con* 
fer  ?  Surely,  nothing  more  than  the  riffht  to  de- 
termine the  question  of  war  or  peace.  It  was  in- 
tended that  U) is  should  be  a  matter  of  national 
conoemf  that  no  State  should  iiidividuaily  engage 
in  war.  but  that  a  subject  of  such  importance  and 
general  interest  should  belong  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  Union.'  The  terms  of  this  grant  of  power 
do- not  include  the  meaas  or  mode  of  carrying  on 
war.  For  this  there  are  other  distinct  precise 
powers.  •  They  immediately  follow  the  power  to 
declare  war.    What  are  they  ? 

To  raise  and  support  armies,  dbc ; 

To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy; 

To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regoia- 
tion  of  the  land  and  naval  forces. 

Next  comes  the  power — 

To  provide  for  oalliB|r  forth  the  mititia,  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasioaa. 

The  means  6f  carrying  on  the  war,  are  expresa- 
ly^md  directly  |rranted,  and  of  consequence  oan^ 
not  be  included  m  the  poWer  to  declare  war.  This 
would  be  inconsistent  with  every  rule  Of  interpret 
tation  and  thd  whole  complexion  of  the  Constittt" 
tion.  Why  attempt  to  get  anything  by  implica- 
tion? Why  resort  to  construction,  where  yon 
have  an  express  grant  ot  power. 

The  only  power  granted  with  reispect  to  the 
use  you  can  make  f}£  the  militia  for  warlike  pnr- 
poses  is,  to  provide  for  calling  them  out  to  repel 
invasion.  You  have  no  powers,  sir,  but  those  <M* 
egated-r-all  others  are  reeenred  tb  the^  people  or 
the  States.  With  respect  to  the  militia,  you  have 
no  power  but  to  call  them  out  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  in8ttrreotiims,and  repel  in* 
vaaions.  Ybu  can  command  tUeir  services  in  no 
other  cases,  for  you  have  no  power  but  what  is 
expressly  granted.  The  right  to  use  the  militia, 
and  to  march  them  out  of  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  ef  active,  offensive  war,  is  not  grant- 
ed—therefore  you  have  no  such  right.  Can  any- 
thing in  the  world  be  plainer?  It  requires  noai*- 
gumenL    He  that  runs  may  read  it. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  dtseossion  on 
the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  S^tes.  That  subject  affords  me  an 
illustration  of  thesubjeot  now  under  debate,  which) 
if  it  is  understood,  I  think  must  be  satisfactory* 
It  wa^  contended  oy  the  advocates  of  the  Bank, 
that  the  Federal  Gh>vernment  was  sovereign  as  to 
all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  instituted,  and  that 
a  sovereign  power  includes  a  right  to  all  the  means 
applicable  to  the  attainment  of  the  ends  for  which 
the  power  was  given.  The  Bank  was  supposed 
to  be  one  of  these  meant.    But,  sir.  sspposQ  that 
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among  the  powers  of  Congress  enumerated  id  the 
Constittrtion,  there  had  been  a  power  to  incorpor- 
ate a  bank  for  a  speelfic  and  lirhited  purpose, 
would  Congress  have  bad  the  powf?r  to  institute 
a  Oank  for  anf  other  purpose  than  thai  specified? 
Certainly  not,  sir;  there  could  have  been  no  de- 
bate about  such  a  question.  The  case  supposed 
and  the  one  before  us  ate  perfectly  parallel.  Con- 
gress would  have  bad  power  to  incorporate  a  back 
for  the  specific  purpose,  but  could  not  have  estao- 
llshed  airy  other  bank,  for  any  other  purpose^  or 
with  a  sphere  of  operation  dtflferent  from  that  pre- 
scribed. 8o  here,  they'can  require  the  service  of 
the  militia  in  tlie  three  specified  cases,  abd  In  no 
Other. 

■  Bat  another  consideration  is  pressed  with^eat 
confidence.  It  is  «ia'id  that  the  power  given  to  Con* 
ffress  by  the  Constitution,  ^  to  provide  for  caUin^f 
-dtit  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,'^  has 
feierence  to  a  state  of  peace ;  iHat  the  invasion 
of  our  territory  does  not  necessartly  suppose  a 
state  of  war,  and  that  writers  on  national  add  pub- 
He  law  speak  of  invasion  as  an  event  distinct 
from  war.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine books  on  the  subject ;  but  to  me,  invasion, 
^e  term  used  in  the  Constitution,  is  a  plain  Eng- 
lisb  word.  It  is  possible  that  a  iiastile  incursion 
on  our  territorv  may  not  always  atnount  to  or  be 
coincident  with  a  state  of  war;  but  invasion  must 
in  most  instances  amount  to  war.  Irit  not  in  it- 
self in  almost  every  instance  a  positive  unequivo- 
cal act  of  war ^  It  is  not.  however,  enough  for. 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  show  that  invasion 
may  exist  without  war.  To  bear  him  out  in  this 
part  of  his  argument,  he  toust  satisfy  us  that  in- 
vasion is  necessarily  and  always  an  eTent  distinct 
froih  war;  for  if  it  may  be  coinfeident  tvith  war, 
if  it  can  in  any  case  be  itself  an  act  of  war,  theti 
die  Constitution  has  provided  that  \n  fhat  event 
of  a  war  the  militia  may  be  called  out;  and  hav- 
ing provided  for  that  particular  case,  Congress  can 
have  no  right  to  call  thi^m  out  for  any  other  war.-, 
like  purpose.  This  part  of  the  argument  on  the 
other  side,  therefore  wholly  fails,  "" 
'  The  power  contended  for.  i^  certainly  inconsis- 
tent with  the  design  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution. It  was  intended  that  the  States  should 
reserve  to  themselves  (except  in  the  three  dases 
specified)  tbe  milirta,  as\heir  own  peculiar  mili- 
tary force.  This  was  wis^ ;  and  it  is  happy  fbr 
us  that  the  Constitution  is  so  framed.  A  regular 
army  alone  is  fit  for  active  offensive  war.  The 
militia  may  be  useful  in  repelling  sudden  inva- 
sions; they  may  be  the  best  force  for  suppressing 
insurrections,  and  enforcing  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  because  they  are  less  odious  to  the  people 
than  regular  troops.  But,  sir,  it  would  be  extreme- 
ly inconvenient,  a^  well  as  incompatible  with  the 
Sinciples  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  Gkneral 
overnment  should  carry  on  war  by  means  of  the 
militia.  The  commissions  of  the  officers  depend 
on  State  authority — they  may  expire  to-dafy  or  to- 
morrow— you  know  not  when ;  and  when  you 
were  out  on  an  important  expedition  w.hh  jour 
militia  army,  the  authority  of  its  officers  might 
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cease.  There  is  another  objection — the  Constitu- 
tion provides,  that  all  officers  who  serve  the  Uni- 
ted States,  (except  in  the  three  cases  in  whicfa^ 
the  militia  may  be  called  out,)  sball  be  appointed 
^y  the  President  and  Senate;  but  if  the  exposition 
now  urged  be  just,  and  the  militia  may  be  used 
fbr  the  purpose  of  offensive  war,  the  United  States 
would  have  officers  in  their  service,  in  their  wars, 
not  appointed  by  the  authority  to  which  the  Con- 
stitution has  given  the  Tight  of  appointment. .  It 
was  wisely  provided  that  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate should  be  i;esponsibIe  fbr  the  character  an<!| 
qualifications  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States, 
But,  sir,  I  he  construction  now  set  up,  woul^^  ia 
this  respect,  defeat  this  wholesome  provision. 
Thiff  construction,  sir,  is  to  rne  entirely  new.  The 
opponents  of  the  Constitution  were  alarmed  by 
the  power  enabling  Confess  to  call  out  the  mili- 
tia, for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  Constittr- 
tion. They  complained  that  it  was  very  hard 
that  Congress  should  l^ave  the  power  to  order  the 
militia  from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to  th^ 
X)ther,  to  execute  the  laws  or  suppress  insurrec- 
tions. But,  I  believe  that  not  the  least  hint  of  the 
power  to  call  them  out  fbr  the  purpose  of  offen- 
sive or  foreign,  war,  can  be  found  in  any  of  the 
debates  or  poiiiical  writings  Which  the  Cpnstitu- 
Uon  occasioned. 

I  was  much  instructed  yesterday  by  the  judi- 
cious observations  tnade  on  this  subject  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Oarolinaj  (Mr.  Macon.)  He 
supposes,  if  I  understand  him  correctly,  that  the 
United  States  may  obtain  the  service  oi  the  mili- 
tia by  an  agreement  with  the  States.  He  says 
that  the  States  on  entering  into  the  confederacy 
surrendered  no  powers  but  those  expressly  grant- 
ed to  thp  G^e'neral  Government.  Before  the  con- 
federation', they  had  the  right  to  use  the  niilitia 
as  they  pleased ;  and  therefore  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman suggests  that'the  States  may  now  com- 
bine with  the'United  States  in  carrying  on  a  war, 
and,  by  a  compact  between  them,  the  militia  may 
serve  in  the  war.  This,  sir,  may  be  so.  I  will, 
however,  submit,  whelner  the  existence  of  the 
States  in  their  political  capacity,  can  be  recog- 
nised at  all  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  war.  Are 
^bey  not  in  that  respect  anxiihilated. 

There  was,  Mr.  Speaker,  another  bill  on  our 
Wble,  by  which  a  volunteer  corps  was  to  be  rais- 
ed, whose  officers  were  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President.  The  gentletlnan  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Cheves)  seemed  to  think  that  bill  uncon- 
stitutional,, and  read  froii^^  Judge  Tucker's  Notes 
on  Btackstone's  Commentaries,  an  opinion  by 
which  a  similar  law  passed  in  1798,  is  pronounced 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  I  may  err,  sir, 
for  I  am  sensible  of  the  value  of  Judge  Tucker's 
Commentary  to  the  American  lawyer  and  states- 
man, burl  must  be  permitted  to  think  such  a  law 
perfectly  Constitutional ;  as  the  troops  raised  by 
It  would  be  officered  by  the  President,  they  would 
be  p^rt  of  the  reartilar  army.  This  note  of  Judge 
Tucker  was  probaWy  written  hastily,  and  with- 
out much  consideration.  The  volunteer  corps 
contemplated  by  the  present  bill,  however,  will 
be  a  mere  militia.    As  such,  T  vole  for  it. 
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Mr.  Rodman  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  add- 
ing the  word  militia,  so  ^  to  read  volunteer  mili- 
tiaforce, 

Mr.  Fif^DLEY. — Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  opposed  to 
the  motion  uf  raj  colleague,  TMr.  Rodman.)  to 
insert  the  term  militia  into,  tnis  bill.  It  is  not 
used  in  either  the  bill  or  in  the  tiiU  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  nor  ought  it  to  be 
introduced*  The  militia,  under  different  names 
in  different  countries,  are  such  Inhabitant^  as  are 
always  obliged,  for  the  general  protectioUj^to  obey 
the  call  of  the  Government  made  according  to 
larw,  or  to  be  punished  for  not  doing  so.  They  do 
not  serve  as  volunteers,  but  are  under  an  indis^n- 
sable  obligation.  This  principle  arises  from  the 
law  of  nature,  under  which  it  is  every  man's  duty 
to  protect  himself;  on  entering  into  political  so- 
ciety, he  hasarightto  the  protection  of  the  society. 
To  contribute  to  this  protection,  every  member  of 
the  society  is  under  a  mc^ral  obligation  to  do  it  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  law.  This  law  qonsti- 
tutes  what  in  this  country  and  in  Britain  is  called 
a  militia,  in  France  a  conscription,  and  in  other 
nations  by  other  names ;  but  it  all  natioqs,  it  is 
totally  distinct  from  volunteers..  All  men  who 
enlist  of  their  own  free  will  into  af  rejpular  army, 
are  volunteers  in  doing  so.  In  Britain,  ii  is  vol* 
unteers  that  kre  by  the  recruiting  officers  invited, 
at  the  drum-head  to  enlist.  The  only  difference 
between  the  regular  army  directed  to  be  raised, 
and  the  volunteers  proposed  in  the  bill,  is  the  dif- 
ference in  the  terms  on,  and  time  for,  which  they 
engage;  but  when  they  are  called  into  service 
agreeable  to  their  voluntary  engagements,  they 
are  both  qualified  for  every  purpose  of  war,  and 
they  are  equally  distinct  from  militia.  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  vote 
for  the  bill,  though  I  would  have  preferred  that 
which  has  been  laid  aside  as  the  simple  ai^i  best, 
suited  to  the  object  proposed.  Presuming  that 
the  choice  of  their  own  officers  is  a  characteristic 
difierenoe  between  the  volunteers  and  the  enlisted 
regiments,  the  signing  of  commissions  is  little 
more  than  matter  of  form,  but  a  necessary  form ; 
if  it  even  answered  no  other  purpose,  it  is  neces* 
sary  to  procure  suitable  treatment  and  exchanffe 
to  such  offiiiers  as  may  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
taken ;  and  even  for.  this  purpose,  their  being 
signed  by  the  President  would  be  -most  conve- 
nient ;  but,  whether  the  officers  be  commissioned 
by  the  President  or  the  States,  as  soon,  as  the 
volunteers  bring  themselves  under  the  engage- 
ments proposed  in  the  bill,  they  are  no  longer  a 
militia,  but  are  as  much  qualified  for  the  service 
80  much  spoken  of,  as  the  regular  troops.  1%  is 
with  this  view  that  I  will  vote  for  the  bill.  So 
many  doubts  have  been  started  on  the  floor  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  employ  the  militia  out  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  that  it  may 
be  improper  (o  attempt  it.  Admitting  as  an 
amendment  the  term  "  militia,'*  could  not  make 
the  volunteers,  when  engaged,  to  be  such.  The 
militia,  as  defined  by  the  militia  law,  still  remain 
liable  to  the  call  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
individual  States,  either  in  classes  or  in  mass, 
as  occasion  may  require.    The  volunteers  pro* 


posed  by  the  bill,  J  take  to  be  intended  to.aid  the 
more  permanent  army,  or  to  sijppjy  the  want  of 
it  for  internal  defence  or  offensive  operations,  as 
the  case  may  require.  Their  voluntary  engage- 
ment distinguishes  them  from  the  militia,  bat 
does  not  divest  them  of  their  patriotism. 

Mr.  Wilson  observed,  tl^at  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  President  to  commiinicate,  from  time  to  time^ 
to  Congress,  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  ne- 
cessary and  expedient ;  an4  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session^  he  had  reconMnendeu  to  Congren 
to  put  the  natiori  into  a  warlike  attitude;  to^ 
up  the  present  tnilitfo  establisbmeat ;  to  raise  tea 
thousand  additional  troops.  Congress  has  not 
only  filled  up.  the  old  ^t^blishment,  but  raiaed 
twenty-five  thtousand  additional  men.  He  be* 
iieved  the  bill  before  the  House  nacesaary,  a«  it 
will  be  a  means  of  bringing  forward  men  from 
the  militia  who  can  most  conveniently  leave  their 
homes;  no  doubt  they  wiil  be  coosiaered  as  vol- 
unteers for  the  internal  defence  of  the  country^ 
under  the  provision  of  the  Constitution. 

He  should  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  raising  a 
regular  force  of  eighry-fire  ^thousand  meUf.  when 
the  Executii^e  had  only  asked  for  ten  thousand. 
The  House  was  told  the  spirit  of  the  nation  wa^ 
up.  He  believed  the  people  wished  the  country 
to  be  put  in  a  posture  of  defence— in  a  sUuatlua 
prepared  for. war.  He  should  have  Wen  willing 
to  vote  for  raising  ten  thousand  additional  troops, 
thouffh  he  voted  against  twenty-five  thousand ; 
and  he  certainly  should  not  now  think  of  ailding 
'fifty  thousand  more  to  those  alreaily  granted; 
and  if  the  appointment  of  the  officers  were  to  be 
placed  in  the  President,  these  volunteers  would 
be  nothing  different  from  regulars,  except  as  to 
the  term  of  service  f  and  if  the  bill  were  to  be 
passed  in  this  form,  the  volunteers  would  not  be 
got ;  the  men  would,  be  willing  to  engage  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel 
invasions,  but  net  in  a  foreign  conquest. 

Respecting  the  right  of  the  Qeneral  GoTern- 
ment  to  send  these  volunteers  out  of  the  United 
States,  under' the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  the  ques*i 
tion  had  been  so.  fully  discussed  that  it  was  unne- 
cessary to  add  another  word  to  what  had  been 
said.  It  was.  to  him,  a  perfectly  new  idea  that 
Congress  haa  any  such  power ;  and  it  was  an 
idea  which  he  could  pot  believe  had  the  least 
foundation  in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Rooman's  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  that  the  word  *^  fifty"  be 
struck  out  of  the  bill,  and  "  twenty"  Inserted  in 
its  place.  He  was  of  opinion  with  those  gentle- 
men who  consider  this  force  as  a  militia  force, 
and  competent  for  domestic  purposes  onlr,  such 
as  are  mentioned  in  the  CoiMtitutioo.  He  thought 
twenty  thousand  men  of  this  description  would 
be  sufficient  for  acting  on  the  seaboard,  manning 
fortifications,  or  repelling  any  incursions  which 
may  be  made  into  the  country.  Should  this  mo- 
tion he  agreed  to,  and  the  bul  become  a  law,  he 
would  bring  in  another  bill  for  raising  a  volunteer 
force  of  a  description  calculated  for  the  ol^ect 
which  all  wished  to  be  effected.  If  the  present 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  be  would  propose 
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another  in  the  third  section,  providing  that  this 
force  shall  not  be  marched  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States^ 

Mr.  Smilie  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  He  wished  the  bill  might  pass  without 
amendment.  He  thought  the  regular  force  al- 
ready voted  was  larger  tnan  could  be  raised.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  not  add  any  more  to 
them. 

Mr.  NsLsoif  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massaehusetts  would  not  he  agreed  to. 
If  any  man  will  turn  his  eyes  to  the  map  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  observe  the  extensiveness  of 
our  frontier,  he  will  he  satisfied  that  twenty  thou- 
sand men  would  be  an  inadequate  force  for  the 
purpose  of  guarding  it.  Instead  of  reducing  Uie 
number  of  volunteers,  be  had  rather  the  number 
should  be  one  hundred  thousand  than  fifty  thou- 
sand. 

'  The  amendment  proposed  to  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  would  be  objectionable,  on  the  ground 
of  its  interfering  with  a  power  belontpng  to  the 
Kzeeutive,  as  Gommander-in-Chipf,  of  directing 
the  employment  of  these  volilnteers  as  he  shall 
deem  proper. 

Mr.  GfitiNDT  thought  it  better  to  reduce 'the 
number  of  men  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  to  that 
which  would  be  sufficient  for  internal  purposes. 
He  was  of  opinion  with  those  who  considered 
the  militia  as  the  shield  of  the  several  Stat^^ 
and  the  army  as  the  instrument  with  which  to 
carry  on  war.  If,^  said  he,  more  men  are  ap- 
propriated to  internal  defence  than  are  necessary, 
It  will  be  taking  so  many  from  the  effective  force 
intended  to  be  raised  by  another  bill- to  go  against 
Canada.  He  was  clearly  in  favor  of  volunteers 
for  both  these  objects. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says,  he 
will  rely  on  the  fifty  thousand  Volunteers  propos- 
ed to  be  raised  by  the  bill  as  it  now  stands.  If 
he  could  show  that  these  meuy  or  any  part  of 
them,  could  be  sent  to  Canada,  he  Would  rely 
upon  them  too :  but  if  this  could  not  be  shown, 
he  could  not  rely  upon  them.  He  was,  therefore, 
for  raising  two  descriptions  of  volunteers,  one  for 
internal  defence,  and  the  other  for  going  against 
the  British  provinces.  ^He  was  not  afraid  of  this 
regular  force;  they  were  to  be  engaged  for  a 
short  period  only,  and  when  that  expired,  they 
would  return  home.  Mr.  Q.  read  some  extracts 
from  the  speech  of  Colonel  George  Nicholas,  in 
the  Virginia  Convention,  in  support  of  what  he 
had  advanced.  x 

Mr.  Ranbolpb  wished  to  say  a  few  words. 
He  trusted  the  very  few  observations  which  he 
had  to  make,  and  which  would  not  have  been 
made  but  ibr  some  retnarks  which  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  would  not 
subject  him  to  any  charge  of  wishing  to  obstruct 
the  public  business.  After  having  debated  fivej 
da]rs  on  the  proposition  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
tigu  Relations,  he  had  thought,  when  the  vote 
was  taken  yesterday,  that  the  ground  .of  debate 
was  settled;  but  he  saw,  to  his  great  surprise, 
without  any  object  or  foundation,  the  debate  still 
going  on  tcnday  in  tlie  same  round. 


I  see,  too,  said  he,  a  disposition  to  diminish  the 
true  defensive  force  of  the  States-^to  cut  it  down, 
to  whittle  it  away,  so  sooq  as  it  is  discovered  th^t 
it  cannot  be  used  for  purposes  of  aggrandizement 
and  ambition.  Gentlemen  are  willing  to  dimin- 
ish as  much  as  you  please  the  national  force, 
while. embodied  as  militia,  to  give  nourishment 
to  the  standing  army ;  to  diminish  as  much  as 
possible  the  defence  of  the  States,  in  order  to 
make  their  attack  on  the  British  provinces  i  but 
we  are  to  rely  upon  twenty  thousand  militia  only, 
scattered  over  our  vast  frontier,  for  protection  at 
home. 

Shall  we  be  told,  that  whilst  this  House ^is 
ready  to  vote  one  hundred  thousand  men  to  go 
against  a  foreign  province,  they  will  be  satisfied 
with  twenty  thousand  men  for  our  defence  ?  He 
would  not  even  so  much  as  insinuate  that  the 
local  situation  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
far  removed  as  he  is  from  the  seacoast,  had  any 
influence  upon  his  opinion  in  this  case. 

He  had  thought  from  the  argument  of  the  gen* 
tinman  from  Tennessee,  who  agreed  with  him 
that  these  volunteers  will  be  a  militia  force,  that 
he  would  have  been  for  increastihg,  rather  than 
diminishing  hs  amount.  He  had  no  doubt  any 
number  of  men  would  be  found  ready  to  defend 
their  native  soil,  though  not  disposed  to  go  on  a 
windmill  quixotic  expedition  to  Quebec. 

Mr.  R.  would  tell  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, that  before  he  gets  his  volunteers  readv  to 
inarch  to  Canada-^f^r  God  knows  they  have  had 
warning  enough — Great  Britain  may  have  sent 
out  a  heAii  with  5',000  men  to  Halifax,  who  may, 
in  five  days,  reach  some  of  the  most  vulnerable 
parts  of  our  country,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hud- 
son, Delaware,  or  Uhesapeake,  and  do  us  incal- 
culable mischief.  Mr.  R.  said  the  President 
would  not  dare,  because  it  would  violate  his  duty 
to  the  nation  over  which  he  presides,  to  send  out 
a  militia  force  to  invade  Canada. 

.  What !  send  out  an  army  to  invade  a  barren, 
fro^n  wilderness — a  country— so  help  me  God! 
(exclaimed  Mr.  R.,)  which,  if  the^ British  Minis- 
ter would  make  me  a  present  of,  I  would  not 
accept. 

He  knew  that  through  the  influence  of  the 
public  prints,  and  alt  those  arts  by  which  the. 
public  mind  is  wrought  upon,  an  effervescence 
had  been  produced  tnroughout  the  country  in 
favor  of  war  measures,  and  which  was  reaay  to 
fix  an  odium  on  all  these  who  are  Unwilling  that 
the  good  people  of  these  United  Slates  should  be 
involved  m  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  getting  pos- 
session of  a  wretched  territory,  filled  with  tories 
and  refugees,  who  would  prove  a  curse  to  the 
Union,  by  bringing  new  foroes  and -allies  to  that 

J  arty  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Elssex 
unto. 

There  may  be  a  few  persons,  said  Mr.  R.,  who, 
from  the  madness  of  the  times,  may  be  willing  to 
eriibark  in  tbis  business ;  but  he  trusted  when  the 
virtue  and  good  sense  of  the  people  came  to  re- 
flect upon  the  subject,  that  this  war-fever  would 
subside.  He  would  venture  to  predict  that  in  six 
months  the  whole  would  vanish. 
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Mr.  R.  was  surprised  at  the  process  which  this 
bill  had  gone  through.  When  he  heard  of  so 
Ddany  references  to  the  Constitution  and  other 
anthorities,  it  had  the  appearance  of  an  attempt 
tafind  a  flaw  in  an  indictment,  or,  for  a  higfi  fee. 
of  a  set  of  lawyers  endeavoring  to  pick  a.  hole  in 
some  honest  man^s  will. 

He  bad  hoped  we  should  have  had  other  expo- 
sitions of  national  Jaw  than  such  as  had  gone 
forth.  He  concurred  in  opinion  with  those  gen- 
tlemen who  consider  the  militia  as  the  true  do- 
fence  of  the  respective  States  and  the  people,  not 
otaly  Against  foreign  invasions,  but  against  the 
usyrpations  of  the  Gkneral  Qovernment.  That 
the  militia  could  be  sent  out  of  the  \ica\ts  of  the 
United  States^  to  make  war,  never  entered  into 
the  minds  or  George  Mason,  Patrick  Henry, 
James  Madison,  nor  into  the  mind  of  any  other 
eminent  friend  or  enemy  of  the  Constitution. 

If  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Chrves)  were  to  be  acted  upon, 
and  the  best  part  of  the  militia  were  to  be  carried 
out  of  the  United  State?,  those  (hat  were  left 
might  not  be  able  to  stand  against  any  aspiring 
chief  who  might  arise  ouc  of  a  standing  army; 
and  our  Government,  which  has  in  it  a  constant 
tendency  towards  hereiditary  monarchy,  or  rather 
absolute  despotism,  might  thus  be  crushed  and 
overturned.  This,  said  Mr.  R.,  proves  the  natu- 
ral death  of  every  Government.  Ambition  may 
be  kept  down  for  a  while  by  the  throne  being  oc- 
cupied by  a  King  Log  or  a  King  Stork ;  but  make 
a  military  despot,  and  you  have  no  countervailing 
force.  You  slumber  on  the  calm  of  despotism., 
Create  a.  Government  how  you  will,  a  wise  man 
has  said,  some  artful  men  will  uniformly  obtain 
the  direction  of  it,  and  perpetuate  it  to  them- 
selves and  their  families.  And,  there  exists  in 
this  Government,  as  there  existed  in  the  Consular 
Government  of  Rome,  and  the  popular  Govern- 
ment of  Athens,  a  predisposition  to  change  its 
nature;  and  it  is  only  by  a  saiuatary  check  that 
liberty  can  be  perpetuated.  What  is  this  check  ?. 
U  it  paper?  No:  it  is  power;  the  only  jthing 
which  can  qualify  it.  i  ou  may  cover  whole 
skins  of  parchment  with  limitations,  but  power 
alone  can  limit  power. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  great  and  good  man  on 
whom  the  destinies  of  this  country  depended 
more  than  upon  anv  other,  never  thought  of  this 
power  of  sending  the  militia  out  of  the  country. 
This  question  was  never  started  in  his  time.  And 
he  desired  gentlemen  to  look  again  through  the 
Yolume  which  had  been  introduced,  of  the  De- 
bates in  the  Virginia  Convention  on  the  Consti- 
tution, and  they  would  find  nothing  said  of  this 
nondescript  tertium  quid  kind  of  force  of  volun- 
teers officered  by  the  JE^resident  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  Constitution  knows  only  two  kinds 
of  force-^an  army  and  a  militia. 

We  know  what  armies  are.  We  know  that 
this  volunteer  corps,  which  is  wished  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  to  be  sent  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  cannot  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
regular  army.  Public  jeaLusy  would  not  be  ex- 
cited in  the  same  degree,  in  respect  to  iL    It 


would  remain  among  us  without  any  distrust,  like 
so  many  spies  upon  the  whole  country,  until  the 
Presidential  fiat  should  gall  them  forth  like  the 
>men  of  Cadmus. 

The  bill- provides  that  the  service  of  these  toI- 
unteers  may  be  accepted  in  companies  and  brig- 
ades, so  that  some  of  the  States  may  be  deprived 
of  their  nat,ural  defence.  He  would  name  the 
Stare'ofJ)ela ware,  for  instance.  No  State  would 
be  more  exposed  to  be  depredated  Upon,  than  the 
gallant  little  Stale  of  Delaware.  Suppose  this 
State  should  make  a  tender  of  ten,  or  twentf 
thousand  men ;  and  whilst  they  are  marching  iit 
search  of  foreign  conquest,theirown  houses  shoald 
be  burnt  over  the  heads  of  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren !    Would  this  be  borne? 

But,  perhaps,  it  will  be  said  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  would  have  the  prudence  not 
to  accept  of  the  service  of  so  many  men  from  one 
State — that  he  will  make  a  judicious  selection. 
It  is  here  that  the  cloven  foot  of  this  monstrous, 
this  anomalous,  nondescript  force,  bejgins  to  show 
itself.  It  gives  tf>  the  President  ot  the  United 
States  the  power  to  rally  around  his  person  an 
effective  disciplined  force,  commanded  by  oflieers 
partiqi^larly  attached  to  his  person,  to  the  amount 
of  thirty  thousand  men^drawa  from  different  parts 
of  the  Union.  Could  a  project  be  devised  better 
calculated  to  enable  an  aspiring,  ambitious  Presi- 
dent, to  overturn  the  Constitution  of  this  country  ? 
Is  it  not  the  same  kind  of  force  that  Aaron  Burr 
(he  asked  pardon  for  Qdentioning  bis  name,  for 
misfortune  is  entitled  to  respect)  employed — mer- 
cenaries, who  hired  themselves  for  a  few  dollars 
or  noggins  of  gin,  to  execute  the  orders  of  their 
chief!  If  he  were,  however,  to  hi^ve  a  master,  it 
mattered  little  to  him  who  he  was.  Figure  to 
yourselves,  said  Mr.  R.,  in  place  of  the  present 
Chief  Maf;istraie,  an  ardent,  aspiring,  ambitious 
character  in  the  Presidential  chair«  w>th  a  Swart- 
wout  or  a  Bollman  for  his  military  chief;  he  asked 
whether  the  liberties  of  the  countryjin  such  a  sit* 
uation,  would  be  safe?  They  certainly  would 
not.  .  He  would  sooner  give  the  Goyernment 
twenty-five  thousand  more  regulars,  than  the 
nondescript  force  proposed. 

We  held  up  pur  hands  against  the  principle  of 
raising  armies  in  former  times.  We  had  not  then 
construed  the  Constitution  to  our  own  purpose. 
This  force  is  precisely  of  that  kind  of  which  a 
President  of  the  description  which  he  had  men- 
tioned would  wish  to  be  possessed ;  and  if  it  be 
thought  impossible  that  such  a  character  should 
ever  ^H  to  .the  chair,  we  must  have  given  up  all 
our  vjews  of  human  nature.  Such  a  man.  with 
such  a  force,  would  find  no  difficulty  of  turning 
you  out  of  this  Hall  and  fixing  his  heel  upon  vour 
neck.  And  the  Commander-in-Chief  oi  such  an 
army,  must  be  a  greater  bungler  than  any  man 
ought  to  bej  less  versed  in  political  and  military 
tactics  than  can  well  be  supposed,  if  he  does  not 
conclude  his  Canadian  campaign  by  stepping  into 
yonder  house.  [Pointing  to  the  residence  of  the 
President] 

Mr.  R.  said  h(^  had  examined,  with  some  atten- 
tion^  the  opinions  expressed  by  gentlemen  on  both 
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"sides  bC  the  question  in  the  Tirgini^  CoDTention. 
He  fouDd  not  only  oo  trace  of  the  power  lately 
attempted  to  be  set  up  id  this  House^ but  he  found 
similar  kars  expressed  to  those  which  he  entec- 
tained  pf  a  standing  force  and  a  military  chief. 
£Mr.K.  quoted  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  George  Ma- 
.«0D  and  otliert,  delivered  in  the  Virginia  Coo ven- 
.tioBy  on  the  CoDstitutien,  in  confirmation  of  what 
ke  had  advanced  $  and  eoi)clttd«d,  with  a  hope 
that  the  amendment  of  the  ffentieman  from  Maa- 
saebusetts  Would  not  prevail.}  *  ^ 

Mr*  Baook  propo^  to  vary  his  moti6n  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  men.  As  it  was 
cmly  three  days  since  the  House  hAd  passed  a  law 
for  raising  twenty-five  thousand  regular  troops,  he 
hoped  they  should  not  so  soon  have  beeti  engaged^ 
In  any  plan  for  putting  them  down. .  When  we 
shall  nave  no  further  occasion  for  them,  a  vote  of 
Congress  can  put  them  down,  in  the  same  way 
that  they^^vejre  raised.  He  wished  the  present 
*  fdrce,  to  afd  the  army  in  the  internal  deienc^  of 
the  country.  "  . 

Mr.  WiDQERTwas  opposed  to  this  amendment 
It  was  with  reluciatace  that  he  at  any  time  disa- 
greed with  his  colleague;  but  there  is  no  man 
who  does  net  sometimes  get  wrong. 

If  the  gentleman  bad  considered  that  we  have 
A  seacoast  of  nearly  two  thousand  miles,  he  would 
:8carcely  have  wished  to  reduce  the  number  of  these 
volunteers;  and  why  should  they  be  reduced? 
They  wilt, be  no  expense  until  they  are  embodied 
for  service,  and  it  may  be  necessary,  if  we  go  to  war, 
40  repel  Invasion  at  points  which  we  do  not  now 
tbink  of.  But  the  gentleman  from  Tirginia  (Mr. 
Randolph)  is  afraid  our  small  army  should  over- 
turn the  Glovepnment ;  the  gentleman  surely  does 
Doi  recollect  that  we  have  a  militia  of  between 
seveti  and  eight  thousand  men,  or  he  wou^d  lay 
^aside  his  fears  on  this  head.  It  was  idle  to  talk 
in  this  way. 

Mr.  Nelson  said,  if  we  proceeded. in  this  way; 
endeavoring  to  raise  spectres  from  the  vasty  deep, 
there  would  be  no  end  to  the  present  discussion. 
It  was  his  Wish  to  put  the  nation  in  armor:  and 
be  was  sorry  that,  after  having  been  ten  ^eeks  in 
session,  a  motion  should  now  be  made  to  reduce 
the  number  of  volunteers  proposed  to  be/aised  by 
this  bill,  from  fifty  thousand  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand. Another  provision  was  intended  to  locate 
the  emplojmeni  of  this  force.  Mr.  N.  was  op- 
posed tu  giving  this  bill  the  form  of  a  militia  bill. 
He  wished  to  put  the  nation  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence— to  put  00  strong  armor.  He  did  not  wish 
to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  these  troops 
^hall  be  used  y  because  the  Constitution  has  placed 
this  power  in  other  hands.  It  is  the  province 
of  the  Comroander-inChief  to  employ  this  force 
as  he  thinks  proper,  under  bis  Constitutional  re- 
sponsibility. When  the  question  of  war  shall 
come  before  the  House,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
determine  upon  the  particulair  measures  to  be  pur- 
sued ;  but,  until  that  question  was  before  him,  be 
should  pledge  himself  to  no  particular  course.  He 
-would  look  the  demon  in  the  face  before  he  came 
40  grapple  with  him. 

He  had  said^  that  It  was  his  object  to  put  the 


nation  in  armor ;  anci  therefore  he  wished  to  give 
the  Government  an  adequate  force.  He  was  ua- 
willing  to  call  this  force  a  militia,  because  he  coq- 
sidered  the  militia  to  be  a  force  which  cannot  be 
sent  without  the  United  States;  it  can  be  em* 
ployed  only  for  the  purpose  prescribed  in  the  Con- 
stitution. He  was  one  of  those  who  deemed  the 
militia  to  be  the  bulwark  of  the  States,  and  he 
should  never  be  willing  to  surrender  what  he  con* 
sidered  as  a  State  ri^ht.  He  considered  the  militia 
as  intended  to  maintain  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  not  only  against  the  encroachments  of  any 
foreign  Power,  but,  if  such  should  ever  unhappily 
arise,  against  the  usurpatioh  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  unnecessary  to  enter  into  argu* 
ments  in  support  of  this  opinion, as  it  had  already 
been  made  sufficiently  clear.  He  would  adjd  only 
one  reason  to  those  already  stated. 
'  If  the  argument  of  the  gebtieman  from  South 
Carolina  were  correct,  that  the  power  to  raise  and 
employ  armies,  carries  with  it  all  the  necessarj 
powers  to  carry  |hat  general  power  into  efiect,  it 
would  indeed  be  of  vast  magnitude.  Let  us  look 
into  the  sovereign  power  in  other  countries.  In 
Great  Britain,  alt  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
ceded  from  the  Crown,  It  will  be  recollected  that 
the  Barons  obtained  from  King  John  the  great 
Magna  Charts,  and  afterwards  the  Bill  of  Righta. 
The  people  of  that  Country,  then,  have  no  rights  boi 
such  as  are  yielded  to  them.  Not  so  with  us.  AU 
the  power  which  our  Governments  possess  is  de- 
rived from  the  people,  who  are  the  fountain  of 
power.  T^e  people  here  make  the  Government, 
and  not  the  Government  the  people.  They  made 
both  the  General  and  State  Governments,  and 
gave  to  each  such  power  as  they  judged  proper. 

Mr.  N.  thought  a  plain  line  of  demarkation  i^l 
respect  to  the  powers  of  Congress,  was  to  be  found 
in  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion :  *'  Congress  is  to  raise  and  support  armies." 
He  acknowledged  this  to  be  a  sovereign  power; 
but  if  there  had  been  no  limitation  in  respect  to 
this  power  in  the  Constitution,  he  should  have 
contended  that  Conj^^ss  under  this  grant  could 
not  have  exercised  the  same  power  over  the  miU- 
tia  that  is  here  given  them  over  the  army ;  as  all 
power  must  be  expressly  given,  otherwise  it  is  re- 
tained by  the  States,  or  the  people.  But  the  matter 
is  put  beyond  doubt,  by  the  clause  which  limits 
the  use  of  the  militia  to  "  executing  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppressing  insurrections,  and  i^epel- 
ling  invasions.'' 

Congress  is  thus  controlled  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  given  them  to  raise  and  support  armies ; 
and  the  limitation  of  that  power  implied  a  sub- 
stantive grant  of  power  in  respect  to  the  militia, 
without  limitation. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  been  branded  as  lukewarm 
in  this  business  of  putting  the  nation  in  a  warlike 
attitude ;  but  without  cause,  for  he  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  taking  every  necessary  step  for  this 
purpose.  He  cohsidered  the.  fifty  thousand  vol- 
unteers proposed  to  be  raised  by  tnis  bill  as  an  ef- 
fective rdrce;  and  the  more  so,  as  it  will  doabc- 
less  be  carried  almost  unanimously. 

It  was  to  be  regretted  that  it  had  gone  abroad 
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that  we  are  a  divided  people — that  there  are  citi- 
zens amoD^  us  hostile  to  the  Go?ernmeDt.  He 
did  Dot  believe  this  to  be  correct.  The  opIoioD 
was  fostered  by  those  who  wished  it  to  be  true ; 
but  the  report  had  do  fouodatioo  id  fact^  H^e 
wished  it  dissipated. 

Mr.  N.  disliked  standing  armies  as  much  as  aav 
one:  and  wished  to  avoid  any  measures  which 
might  in  any  way  jeopardize  our  liberties.  If  the 
course  which  the  nation  is  now  about  to  assume, 
had  been  taken  years  ago,  our  present  calamities 
might  have  been  avoided.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  regular  force  proposed  to  be  raised,  would 
be  ^ot  in  time.  He  believed  the  voluoteers  con- 
templated in  this  bill  would  come  forward  not 
only  as  militiamen,  but  as  regulars,  and  he  con- 
sidered them  as  less  dangerous  in  this  character 
than  the  standing  troops.  They  will  consist  of 
the  yeomanry,  or  the  sons  of  the  yeomanry  of  the 
eoontrv,  whose  rights  and  duties  caonot  be  sepa- 
rated from  those  of  their  fellow-citizens;  they 
leave  their  homesatthe  call  of  their  country;  they 
do  not  take  up  the  profession  of  soldiers  for  a  sub- 
sistence, and  do  not  remain  long  enouerh  in  the 
ranks  to  forget  their  wives  and  children;  and 
when  their  services  expire  they  will  return  to  their 
owD  firesides  with  the  same  principles  and  feel- 
ings with  which  they  leave  them,  ready  to  ddTeod 
their  respective  States,  with  the  arms  which  they 
have  obtained  in  the  service. 

Mr.  N.  considered  volunteer  militia  as  anpther 
oinect.  If  the  President  were  to  call  out  these 
▼olunteers,  it  would  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
State  to  interfere  with  them.  He  had  formed  an 
opinion  that  the  bill  which  originally  came  from' 
the  Committee  of  Forejgn  Relations  would  be 
most  effectual ;  the  force  would  be  less  dangerous 
than  an  armjr,  and  more  effective  than  militia. 
This  is  the  kmd  of  armor  with  which  he  wished 
to  clothe  the  nation.  He  had  made  these  remarks, 
to  the  end  that  the  House  might  reject  the  proposed 
amendment,  with  a  view  of  afterwards  making 
these  volunteers  the  effective  force  so  much  to  be 
desired. 

Mr.  Porter  said  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  put  the  subject- 
in  a  new  point  of  vie^.  In  order  to  enable  gen- 
tlemen to  act  in  concert,  and  to  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  such  gentlemen  as  might  still  wish  to 
deliver  their  sentiments  on  the  occasion,  he  moved 
an  adjournment. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  86  to  11. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Bigblow,  in 
fkvor  of  retaining  the  militia  principle  in  the  bill, 
he  again  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  again  lont  44  to  38. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Bacon's  amendment  was 
then  put  and  negatived — yeas  11,  nays  85^  as 
follows: 

VxAS-^Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUUam 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thomafi  Oholton,  Felix  Grnndy, 
William  R.  King,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Israel  Pickens, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  and  William  Strofls. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Bteyenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Dayid  Bard^  Josiah 
Bartlett,  Borwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William 


Blackledge,  HarmaQus  Bleecker,  Thbmas  Blount, 
Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wm. 
A.  Burwell,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  0.  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,'  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
Condit,  WiUiam  Crawford^  John  Dawson,  Joseph  De- 
sha, Samnd  Dinsmeor,  BIfas  Barle,  Meahack  Frank- 
Kn,  Isaiah  L.  Ghreen,  Boll'mg  HaH,  Obed  Hall,  Johac 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfty,  John  M» 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Abnisr  Lacoek,  Joseph  Lelerar,  Peler  Little, 
WiHiam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Maeoo, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Arehibald  Me- 
Bryde,  William  McCoy,  Alelander  McKim,  Aranah 
Metcalf,  6amnel  ,L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah. 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthoi^  New,  Thomas  Nf  w- 
ton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond, 
John  Randolph,  WiJIi^an  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jao. 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Wiliuim  Rod- 
man,' Ebenezer  S^ge,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenexer 
Seayer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, John  Taliaferro,  Uti  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr^ 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert'  WfaitehiU, 
David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgeiy,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whofe  on  the  amendments 
reported,  which  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 
U  oein^  late,  the  House  adjourned  witnout  taking 
a  question  on  the  bill's  being  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

WcoNESDAY,  January  15/ 
Mr.  Lbwis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  the 
laws  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  winch  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

IMPRESSMENT  OF  AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Coi^piT  understood  a  gentleman  as  saying, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  which  had  lately  taken 
place,  when  speakinc^  of  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen  by  the  British  vessels  of  war,  that  had  not 
our  Go? ernment  asked  too  much  they  might  have 
obtained  redrpss.;  He  therefore  moved  ihe  fol- 
lowing resolution,  in  order  to  get  some  informa- 
tion  on  tbe  subject : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  copies  of  the 
instructions  heretofore  given  to  our  Minister  at  London, 
on  the  subject  of  the  impressment  of  American  seamen 
into  the  naval  service  of  Great  Britain,  excepting  so- 
much  as  it  may  be  improper  to  disclose,  on  account  of 
any  pending  negotiation. 

Mr.  Newton  saw  no  necessity  for  this  resolu* 
tioD,  as  he  believed  all  the  information  which  the 
Executive  possessed  on  this  subject,  had  been  laid 
before  Congress  and  printed.  He  would  mention 
one  circumstance  to  show  that  thepreience  which 
Oreat  Britain  makes  for  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen  is  without  foundation.  Our  right  to  nat- 
uralize foreigners  is  established  by  our  Constitu- 
tion 3  and  if  a  Ute  publication  of  that  country,. 
*^Abbott  on  Shipping,*'  be  referred  to,  it  will  ap- 
pear^ that  any  foreigner  who  shall  remain  ia  the 
British  navy  three  years^  or  marry  a  wife  in  Bug- 
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land,  shftit  become  a  subject  of  that  cbuDtry^;  so 
that  while  they  make  subfects  of  our  cicizeDs^  they 
deny  us  the  rights  of  maklDgr  citizens  of  their  sub- 
jects.^-Order^  to  lie  on  the  table. 

voLUNT^Ejt  corps: 

The  House  resumed  cbe  consideratidB  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  th^  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organise  certain  rolunteer  military 
corps;  and  the  question  recarriog  on  engrossing 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  BiOBik>w  obserred,  that  when  he  rose  yes- 
terday, it  was  at  so  late  an  bonr,  that  he  felt  un- 
wiW'in^  to  detain  the  House  Kf  stating  in  fnll-  his 
objections  to  ide  constitutionality  ,of  Ihe  bill.  He 
would  now  ask  the  iadolgei^ce  of  the  House'while 
he  stated  them  more  distinctly.  He  regretted  t^t 
he  was  not  better, prepared  >  that  he  had  not  had 
more  time  to  examine  the  sabjeet  in  a  point  of 
riew  which  had  btu  r^ently  occurred  to  hia 
mind.  ' 

His  objections,  he  Mid,  were  tp  that  part  of  the 
bill,  which  provides,  ^'That  where  any  company, 
'  battalion,  regiment,  brigade,  or  division  of  militia 

*  already  organized,  shall.  tcDder  their  yolnntary 

*  seryiee  to  the  Unii^  Slates,  such  company,  batr 
'  taUon,  regimeint,  brigade,  or  dif  ision^  shall  Conti- 

*  oae  to  be  commanded  by  the  officers  holding  com- 
'  missions  in  the  same^'  that  is  to  aay,  they  sbaH 
aet  trader  Stvte  commissions. 

3y  the  ConMitutton,  he  aaid,  but  two  ^scnp- 
tiona  of  force  are  contemplated.  It  apeaks  of  two 
obly.  Oae  is  an  army,  or  regular  force,  which  is 
tk0  onl^  proper  force  of  the  United  Staters,  which 
force  the  Constitution  authorises  Congress  to 
raise  when  necessary.  The  othc^r  ia  the  militia 
of  the  several  States,  not  of  the  United  States. 
There  is  no  so^h  force  aa  the  militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes;  they  are  the  miUtia  of  the  States  to 
which  they, respectively  belong.  As  ]proof  of  >his^ 
he  read  that  clause  in  the  Constltuiieo,  which 
•ays,  ^  The  President  shall  be  commander-in- 
chief  of 'the  armjr  and  navy  of  the  United  States 
and  of  the  militta  bf  the  s^reral  States,  when 
cabled  into  the  actoalservice  of  the  United  States.^ 
Tbhs,  said  he,  the  militia  are  by  the  Constitution 
emphaticdly  recognised  as  thetbilitla.of  the'sev^ 
era!  States. 

The  troops,  or,  as  they  are  termed;  the  volun- 
teers, contempliatted  to  be  raised  by  this  bill^  musr 
come  within  one  of  the  above*  description  of 
forces.  They  must  either  be  part  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  miHtia  of  the  seyeral 
States,  or  they  are  not  a  description  of  force 
authorized  by  the  Constitution. 

Are  they,  then;  an  army  or  r^:ular  force  of  the 
United  States'^  He  trusted  no  gentleman  would 
contend  |hat  a  company, battalion,  regiment,  dbc.. 
commanded  by.  officers  holding  State  commis- 
sions,, were  a  regular  force  of  the  United  Stales. 
If  they  come  wtttrin  feither  of  the  descriptions, 
they  must  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  mili- 
tia of  the  several  State.-*,  and,  until  called  into  ac- 
tual service,  under  the  command  of  the  Execu- 
tives of  the  Slaites  to  ^hich^they  respectively  be- 
long.   Considering  them,  then,  as  militia,  the 


.question  is,  can  Congress,  by  law,  constitution- 
ally authorize  a  company,  battalidn,  regiment, 
brigade,  or  division  of  Slate  militia,  under  tht 
command  of  the  Gdvernor  of  the  State  to  which 
they  belong,  without  first  applying  to  him,  (• 
transfer  themselves  from  his  command,  and  with«> 
out  his  order  or  consent,  and  put  themselves  un- 
der the  command  of  the  President  ?  He  thought 
not.  Yon  may  as  well  designate  a  particular 
company,  regiment,  dbc,  of  State  militia  by  name» 
Yolx-  may  as  well,  for  instance,  authorize  the  Pres* 
ident  to  call  into  the  service  Of  the  United  States, 
the  first  brigade  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts, 
without  the  orders  of  consent  of  their  commander- 
in-chief,  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 
This  bill,  if  passed  as  it  now  is,  destroys  all  mili- 
xary  order  and  subordination.  A  colonel  of  a  re- 
giment.might  as  well  issue  his  orders  to  the  lieu- 
tenaiit,  instead  of  the  captain  of  a  company. 

He  observed  that  be  bad  heard  it  slated  as  a 
faL^t,  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  late  case, 
issued  general  orders  to  ati  inferior  officer  of  the 
army,  and  that  officer,  for  communicating  them, 
without  consulting  his  superior  officer,  was  ar* 
rested;  fcnd  if  the  fact  were  so,  very  properly 
arrested. 

These  principles,  he  said,  weire  recognised  by 
Congr.ess  in  1797  and  1798.  In  the  act  of  June 
24, 1797;  authorizing  a  detachment  Of  the  militia 
from  the  several  States^he  President  was  em- 
powered to  authorize  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States,  if  they  judged  it  expedient,  to  accept  as  part 
of  the  quota  of  the  State,  any  independent  corpa 
of  cavalry,  artillery,  or  infantry,  who  might  volun- 
teer tbeir.services.'  The  Congress  of  that  day  did 
not  think  of  calling  oiit  the  militia  of  the  several 
States,  but  through  the  liiedium  of  the  Execu- 
tives thereof,  Who.  by  the  constitutions  of  the  se- 
veral Slates,  are  tneir  commanders-in-chief,  until 
they  ai«  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  By  the  act  of  May  28, 1798,  for  rais- 
ing a  provisional  army,  the  President  was  author- 
ized, in  addition  to  the  10,000  troops  to  be  raised 
by  that  act,  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war 
against  the  United  States,  or  of  actual  inrasion  of 
their  teirritory  bf  a  foreign  Power,  or  of  imminent 
danger  of  such  invasion  discovered  in  his  opinion 
to  exist,  to  accept  of  any  company  or  companies 
of  volunteers,  cither  of  artillery,  cavalry,  or  infan- 
try, and  whose  commissioned  officers  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized  to  appoint. 

The  fact^  i$,  said  he,  that  there  is  no  such  de- 
acription  of  force  as  volunteers;  they  are  not 
known  to  the  Constitution.  All  troops  command- 
ed by  officers  commissioned  by  the  President, 
whether  raised  by  individnal  enlistment,  or  by 
enlistments  hv  companies,  dbc,  are  all  regulars; 
they  are  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  if  they 
are  commanded  by  officers  holding  State  commit 
sions,  they  are  the  militia  of  the  §tate,  and,  until 
called  ibto  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  command  of  the  Executive  of  the  State 
to  which  they  belong.  If  you  would  call  them 
into  service,  you  must  do  it  through  the  medium 
of  the  Governors. of  the  several  States :  you  can 
do  it  in  no  other  way. 
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For  ttiese  reason?;  he  said,  b«  was  strongl^r  im- 
furessed  with  the  opioioa,  (hat  the  bill  «raa  alto- 
gether UDcoB&titutional/ and  expressed  a  wish 
that  others  of  more  ability,  and  who  had  paid 
fnore  attentibn  to  the  subject,  would  lay  estimate  it* 

Mr,  Lacock  holding  an  opinion  on  the  bill  be-* 
fore  the  Cornmittee  somewbs^t  different  freia  any 
which  he  had  heard  delivered,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  expressing  it. 

The  bill  has  assumed  a  shape  which' makes  the 
force  to  be  raised  under  it,  a  militia  force.  The 
officers  and  soldiers  will ,  be  State  troops  \  bat 
when  embodied  and  in  the  field,  they  will  be  a 
component  part  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  as  first  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  contemplated  the  appointment 
of  tbe  officers  of  this  volunteer  corps  by  ^he  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  Tbis^  it  was  thought, 
might  prove  a  dangerous  patronage  placed  in  the 
President ;  tbe  present  bill  bad  been  therefore  in- 
troduced, leaving  the  choice  of  the  officers  to  the 
several  State  Governments,  or  to  the  people, 
agreeably  to  the  practice  <^  each.  He  thooght 
this  the  most  desirable  course ;  and  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  more  agreeable  to  the  men  to  serve 
under  officers  whom  they  kaew,  than  uader 
strangers. 

But,  it  appears,  we  are  met  on  tbe  threshold 
with  Constitutional  objections.  Xi  is  said,  thai 
when  these  troops  are  raised,. it  will  not  be  in  tbe 

f)ower  of  the  President  to  march  them  out  of  the 
imits  of  the  United  States.  He  thought  this  a 
question  proper  to  be  determined  by  the  President,' 
rather  tban  by  this  House.  It  is  the  duty  4if  Con- 
gress to  declare  war«  raise  and  sikppor't  armies ; 
and  of  the  Executive  to  employ  theni;  but.  as 

gentlemen  have  ofiered  opinions  qb  this  question, 
e  would  declare  his. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mir.  Ma- 
con) had  correctly  stated  what  were  tne  rights 
vested  in  the  State  and  General  Governments; 
but  he,  Mr.  L.,  drew  different  conclusions</rom 
the  facts  which  he  had  stated,  from  what  that 
gentleman  had  done.  He  says,  that  whjerever  a 
power  was  placed,  before  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution^  it  still  remained,  unless  it  was 
taken  awa^r  hy  that  instrument^  ajkl  that  before 
the  formation  of  the  General  Government,  each 
Slate,  being  sovereign,  had  a  right  to  march  their 
militia  wherever  they  pleased.  But  the  question 
is,  who  has  at  this  time  this  right  ?  The  Consti- 
tution gives  to  Congress  the  power  of  declaring 
war,  raising  and  supporting  armies.  The  war- 
making  power  is  expressly  delegated  in  this  sec- 
tion; and  it  is  besides  declared  '**that  no  Stale 
shall  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or 
in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  oi  de- 
lay." Th^  whole  physical  power  of  the  nation  is 
thus  placed  under  tbe  control  of  the  General  'Gov- 
ernment; and  the  subsequent  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  are  declarato)-y  of  the  manner  in 
which  minor  powers  are  to  be  executed  by  Con- 
gress. Congress  is  '^  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
'tbe  militia  to  execute  $he  laws  of  the  Union, 
'suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions;  to 
*  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 


'  the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them 
*  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
^  ted  StateS)  reserving  to  tbe  States,  respectively. 
^  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  the  authority  of 
<  training  the  militia,  according  to  the  disciptine 
^  prescrined  by  Congress.'' 
.  These  cUases  of  theCoostitatton  show  how 
the  disposition -and  goirernment  of  (he  militia  it 
dividea  between  the  General  and  State  Govern* 
ments ;  and  this  volunteer  force  would  be  ptrtly 
under  the  0iretstioa  of  the  State  Governments, 
and  partly  under  the  General  Government.  Theat 
officers  will  be  appointed  by  the  State  CSovern- 
mcntsj  but  when  embodiecland  in  service,  they 
might,  in  his  opinion,  be  marched  wherever  the 
General  Gk>vernment  thought  proper,^ for  the  gen- 
eral defence  of  the  cQuntry. 

There  is,  said  Mr.  L.,  an  evident  distinction  be- 
tween a  volunteer  and  a  regular  soldier;  the  for- 
mer does  tiot  part  with  his  bivic  character,  until 
he  takes  tlie  field ;  the  latter,  tbe  Biomeat  he  en- 
lists into  tbe  service.  .  ^ 
,  Congress  id  ptohibited.  ^'firqm  making  any  ap- 
propriation of  lAoney  for  the.su nport^  of  armies 
for  a  longer  term  than  two  years.?'  There  is  no 
mention  made  of  appropriations  for  the  militia; 
of  oour$e,  it  must  be  presumed,  that  the  militia 
are  consider^,  when  m  service,  a9  a  part  of  the 
army,  otherwise  Congress  would  have  noaiHhov- 
ity  at  all  (or  sapporting, the  militia., 

Under  any  orher  eonstrjnction  of  the  Conytitn- 
tion,  4hi8  forxse  would,  indeed9.be  of  an  aaemalotis 
nature.  Figure  to  ^rselves,  said  Mr.  L.,  a  vie- 
torions  army,  driving  the  enemy  before  it,  com- 
ing to  the  territorial  lines  of  tbe.United  Statet! 
Shall  the  victors  stop  precisely  at  that  spot? 
Shall  this  line.b^  a  waif  of  fire  tathem?  Aikd 
thus  leave  the  enemy  in  perfect  security  ?  Is  this 
to  be  ihe^  situation  in  which  the  mi(^ia  of  this 
country  ate  to  be  placed  ?  A  militia  which  has 
always  been  considered  as  the  greax  bulwark,  and 
the  -best  defence^f  the  country  ?  That  they  shaU 
only  act  at  home,  in  the  petty  bu^nese  of  ^exe- 
cuting the  laws,  suppressing  insurrections,  and  re- 
pelling invasions  ?"  He  thought  di^rently ;  he 
considered  the  militia  our  best  reliance  for  defence 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  And  in  proportion  as 
you  lower  the  consequence  of  the  militia«  you 
raise  that  of  standin^^  armies ;. because  if  the  mili- 
tia cab  not  be  emploved  out  of  tbe  United  States, 
the  larger  army  wilt  be  necessary. 

The  celebrated  George  Mason^  whose  opinions 
bad  already  been  introduced  in^o  this  (lebate,  has 
predicted,  ^'  that  the  militia  wouULb^  in  danger  of 
being  destroyed  from  not  being  employed."  He 
was  fearful  that  we  were  abottt  to  realize  kb  pr^ 
dictions ;  as  the  opinions  now  entertained  respect- 
ing them  are  far  from  b^ing  calculated  to  foster 
their  military  pride;  ^ 

But  suppose,  said  Mr.  L.,  this  construction  of 
the  Constitution  is  not  a  correct  one,  and  the  mU- 
itia  can  be  employed  only  for  suppressing  insur- 
rections, repelling  invasions,  d^c.  What  is  an  in- 
vasion ?  He  believed  thia  nation  had  been  inva- 
ded for  many  years  past.  He  believed  it  was  in- 
vaded in  the  hutehery  of  Pierce^  in  the  destruction 
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committedon  board  the  Chesapeake,  in  the  slaugh- 
ter of  our  citizeuff  od  the  Wabash.  &c.  He  looked 
upon  all  these  acts  of  Ttoleoce  as  invasions  of  our 
country's  rights;  for  he  considered  our  vessels  at 
sea  as  a  part  of  our  territory,  and  as  an  extension 
of  it ;  and  every  citizen  taken  from  these  vessels. 
as  so  many  invasions.  Was  it  not  an  invasion 
of  Denmarj:,  when  (he  British  so  diss^racefully  de- 
stroyed the  fleet  at  Copenhagen?  Or,  if  the  Brit- 
ish were  to  make  an  attack  upon  our  vessels  lying 
in  the  Chesapeake  or  Potomac,  would  not  that  be 
considered  as  ah  invasion?  He  believed  if  would; 
«nd  thi^t,  for  every  man  taken  from  on  board  our 
yessels.  we  had  a  riffht  to  carry  an  army  in  the 
enemy's  territory,  wherever  we. could  assail  it. 

We  have,  heard  much  of  theory,  ^aid  Mr.  L.,  on 
this  subject ;  let  us  look  at  the  practical  part  of  it. 
Seventy-five  thousand  men,  in  addition  to  our 
present  force,  are  deemed  sufficient  for  the  ob- 
ject in  view,  viz  :  twenty-five  thousand  regulars 
and  fifty  thousand  volunteers.-  If  the  volunteers 
were  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  regu- 
lar force,  it  wbuld  be  draining  the  militia  of  this 
number  of  men; 'and  the  only  difierence  between 
them  would  be  4he  expense.  If  you  ofier  an  ad- 
ditional inducement  to  enter  the  service,  you 
thereby  add  to  the  expense.  When  gentlemen 
speak  of  this  volunteer  corps  as  regulars,  they 
seem  not  to  consider  that  they  are  drawn  from 
the  body  of  militia  ;  for  he  knew  not  where  else 
they  could  come  from,  except  in  imitatioti  of  the 
British,  we  were  to  {purchase  them  from  some 
German  Prince. 

Gentlemen  who  are  prepared  to  vote  for  a  large 
Btaoding  atmy,  and  thereby  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  great  patronage,  will  vote  against 
this  bill.  They  will  also  greatly  increase  the 
public  debt,  which  some  think  a  public  blessing ; 
they  will  also  lay  a  foundation  for  direct  taxes  and 
excises  of  every  kind.  But,  as  he  wished,  as 
much  as  possible,  to  avoid  all  these  things,  he 
should  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cheves  said,  he  rose  with  great  reluctance 
to  throw  himself  again  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House,  but  every  one  who  had  heard  the  discus- 
sioa  and  observed  the  misconceptions  which  had 
been  entertained  on  the  subject  of  his  argument 
the  other  day,  would  see  that  he  could  not  remain 
silent.  ^  He  was  at  first  astonished  at  the  alarm 
which  appeared  to  be  excited  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  He  was  quite  unable  to  conceive  why 
a  doctrine  altogether  popular;  why  a  doctrine  caH 
ciliated  to  increase  State  power  and  State  securi- 
ty;  wjiy  a  doctrine  calculated  to  supply  the  place 
of  standing  armies  by  the  militia  of  the  country, 
should  excite  alarm  for  the  safety  of  the  liberties 
of  the  citizen  or  the  rights  of  the  States.  He, 
however,  recollected  that  the  gentlemen  were  all 
eloquent  gentlemen,,  accustomed  to  debate— :he 
immediately  perceived  that  it  was  sin  art  of  their 
oratory,  and  found  in  this  a  ready  solution  of  his 
difficulty.  There  was,  indeed,  a  little  too  much  of 
mock  heroic  in  this  apparent  excitement  and 
alarm ;  but  the  gentlemen  had  treated  the  argu- 
ment and  the  speaker  with  respect,  for  which  he 
thanked  th^m,  and  for  which  he  owed  them  a  re- 


t4irn  of  that  politeness.  He  was  sorry  he  could 
not  acknowledge  the  same  obligation  to  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia, (Mr.  RATiDOLPa.) 
That  honorable  gentlemanr  had  been  pleased  to 
say,  that  the  construction  for  which  h^,  Mr.  C, 
had  contended,  was  supported  by  such  arguments 
as  a  lawver  would  use  in  support  of  an  indict- 
ment. Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
honorable  gentleman  meant  this  as  argument  or 
sarcasm. 

[Mr.  Randolph  said  he  did  not  allude  to  Mr. 
C. ;  he  was  not  in  the  House  when  he  delivered  his 
argument.] 

Mr.  Cheves  faid  he  thanked  the  gentleman  for 
'the  declaration,  and  proceeded.    It  was  necpssary 
briefly  to  state  the  argument  which  he  had  before 
submitted  to  the  House.    He  had  urged  that,  in 
relation  to  the  subject  under  consideration  the 
General,  Government  was  a  National  not  a  Fede- 
ral Government,  and  that  it  was  such  because  it 
operated  not  on  the  States^  but  immediately  oa 
the  persons  and  property  or  the  people.    That  a 
National  Government  which  had  the  power  to  de- 
clare.and  make  war,  had,  as  an  attribute  of  that 
sovereign  power,  unless  it  were  expressly  taken 
away,  the  power  to  call  forth  the  people,  the  phy- 
sical strength  of  the  nation,  to  carry  on  the  war — 
that  this  power  was  exclusively  vestea  in  the 
General  Government,  and  that  the  Constitution 
contained  no  limitation  of  the  power.    That  the 
clause  relative  to  invasion  was  a  further  grant  of 
power,  and  applied  to  a  state  of  things  existing  at 
a  time  when  Congress  had  not  exercised  the 
power,  of  declaring  war.    His  argument  was  not. 
as  it  had  been  represented,  an  argument  in  favor 
of  constructive  powers.    The  power  for  which  he 
contended  was  claimed  as  a  power  expressly 
granted.  It  was  expressed  in  the  power  to  declare 
and  make  war..    It  might  perhaps  be  called  an  in- 
cidental power,  but  it  could  not  therefore  be  called 
a  constructive  power.    Thefe  is  not,  said  Mr.  C, 
a  po.wer  in  the  Constitution  which  can  be  render- 
ed practical  without  incidental  poweb.    It  has 
been  said,  that  by  one  of  the  amendments  of  the 
Constitution^  it  is  provided,  that  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  but  this  amendment  is  not  correctly  quot- 
ed.   It  declares  that  powers  not  delegatea  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  S'tates.  are  reserved  to  the  States. 
Now  the  right  of  oeclaring  and  making  war,  is' 
prohibited  to  the  States,  and  unless  you  can  ex- 
tinguish that  attribute  of  sovereignity,  by  which 
the  sovereign  of  a  country  is  not  onlv  authorized, 
but,  when  necessary,  required  to  callout  the  peo- 
ple for  the  purpose  of  making  war,  it  must  be  in 
the  General  Government.    It  has  been  said  that 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government  were  not 
sovereign^  but  limited.    This  was  to  deny  the  ex- 
istence of  any  sovereignity  which  is  limited  as  to 
its  objects,  than  which  nothing  is,  however,  more 
common^    But  there  is  an  authority  on  this  point 
which,  Mr.  C.  supposed,  would  not  be  controvert- 
ed by  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  who  urged 
this  argubent.    He  meant  Mr.  Hamilton's  ar- 
gument on  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank  of 
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the  UDited  States.    Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  that  work : 

'*The  ciifcQiDifeance  that  the  powers  of  sovereignty 
are,  in  this  country,  divided  between  the  National  and 
State  governments,  does  not  afibrd  the  distinction  re- 
quired. It  does  not  follow  fi^om  this  that  each  of  the 
portions  of  power  delegated  to  the  one  or  to  the  other, 
is  not  sovereign  with  regard  to  its  proper  objects.  It 
will  only  follow  from  it  that  each  has  sovereign  power 
as  to  certain  things,  and  not  as  to  other  things.  To 
deny  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
sovereign  power  as  to  its  declared  purposes  and  trusts, 
because  its  power  does  not  extend  to  all  iavrs,  would 
be  equally  to  deny  that  the  State  Governments  have 
sovereign  power  in  any  ease,  because  tfaeir  power  does, 
not  extend  to  every  case." 

It  was  said  by  the  same  gentleman  that  the 
writers  contemporaneous  with  the  adoption,  and 
the  debated  of  the  sereral  conventions  on  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  repelled  the  con- 
struction now  contended  for ;  but  that  gentleman 
bad  not  produced,  nor  had  any  other,  gentleman 
produced  a  sentenqe  to  that  effect,  ^except  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  TMr.  Grundy,)  who 
read  from  the  Virginia  debates,  in  the  argu- 
ment of  Mr.  Nicholas,  a  detached  sentence,  in 
which,  speaking  of  that  article  oT  the  Constitu- 
tion wliich  gives  power  to  Congress  "to  provide 
lor  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions," be  says,/*  they  cannot  call  them  forth  for 
any  other  purpose  than  to  execute  the  laws,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions."  But 
Mr.  Madison,  in  the  same  debate,  says  ^^  the  most 
**  effectual  way  to  guard  against  a  standing  army 

*  is,  to  render  it  unnecessary  ;  thfe  most  effe'ctual 
'  way  to  render  it  unnecessary  is,  to  give  the  Gen- 

*  era!  Government  full  power  to  call  forth  the 
'  militia,  and  exert  the  whole  natural  strength  of 
^  the  Union  when  necessary."  Now,  if  the  one 
quotation  be  an  authority  against  the  power,  the 
other  is  as  strongly  in  favor  of  it.  But  both 
were  used  in  reference  to  the  matter  then  under 
consideration,  and  neither  can  fairly  be  applied 
to  the  question  now  before  the  House.  That  con- 
tinues to  f>tand  on  the. ground  on  which  all  Con- 
stitutional questions  ought  exclusively  to  §tan({ — 
except  so  fai'  as  collateral  circumstances  may  be 
admitted  for  purposes  of  elucidation — the  terms 
of  the  Constitution  itself.  It  had  been  said  that 
Congress  had  no  greater  power  over  the  militia 
in  time  of  war  than  in  time  of  peace;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  said  Mr.  C,  that  it  might  almost  as 
well  be  denied  that  there  was  any  distinction  be- 
tween war  and  peace.  It  had  been  urged  that 
Congress  had  no  power  under  the  Constitution 
to  make  appropriations  for  th^  support  of  an  army 
for  more  than  two  years^  and  that,  if  Congress 
had  power  to  use  the  militia  in  a  foreign  war, 
they  might  make  appropriations  for  their  support 
for  an  indefinite  time,  and  th6  Constitution  would 
he  evaded.  Mr.  C.  said  be  had  formed  noaettled 
opinion  whether  the  militia  which  might  be  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  time  Of 
war.  would  be  embraced  under  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  gives  power  to  Congress  "  to 


raise  and  support  armies/'  or  not;  but,  should 
they  be  embraced,  the  objection  would  be  remor- 
ed,  and  the  tike  restraint  would  be  imposed  oh 
ap^propriations  for  their  support.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  should  not,  the  militia  of  the  country, 
the  citizens,  the  people  themselves,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  Union,  would  only  be  put 
on  a  footing  with  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  which 
there  is  no  restraint,  as  it  was  not  supposed  it 
could  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  country;  so 
that,  taken  either  way,  the  argument  proves  noth- 
ing; '  It  is  said  that  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  Con- 
sti^utfon  does  not  embrace  this  power,  as  the 
fran\ers  of  it  probably  intended  to  prevent  wars 
for  foreign  conquest,  and,  therefore^  did  not  au- 
thorize Congress  to  send  the  militi^  out  of  the 
United  States.  Adrpit  the  premises,  said  Mr.  C, 
and  the  contusion  Will  not  follow..  A  contrary 
conclusion,  it  is  contended,  may  be  more  fairly 
drawn..  This  question  seems  to  depend  on  anoth- 
er: What  force  is  best  calculated  for  foreign  con- 
quest, a  regular  army  or  the  militia  ?  Foi-  if  yoa 
employ  the  militia,  you  so  far  render  unnecessary 
a  regular  army ;  antl  if  ypu  preclude  the  use  of 
the  miliiia.  you  render  necessary  a  regular  army. 
But,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  a  regular  army  is 
best  calculated  to  make  foreign  conquest;  and  it 
seems  to  follow,  that,  if  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution had  intended  to  prevent  foreign  conquest, 
they  would  not  have  limited  the  use  of  militia. 
It  is  said  that  the  silence  of  contemporaneous 
writiers;  and  of  the  debates  on  the  Constitution  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  proves  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  grant  this  power ;  but,  l^ete  again,  it 
should  seem  the  opposite  conclusion  is  stronger 
and  clearer.  Let  gentlemen  reflect  on  the  num- 
berless imaginary  obiections  which  were  t;irged 
at  that  time,  for  which  there  was  not  the  shadow 
of  foundation^  and  then  ask  themselves  whether 
this  construction  (which  appears  to  be  admitted 
by  some  gentlemen  in  debate,  and  which  has  been 
distinctly  denied  by  none,  to  be  authorized  by  the 
power  to  declare  and  make  y/SLT^  unless  restrained 
by  other  clauses  of  the  Constitution)  would  have 
been  passed  over  in  silelfce  had  it  npt  been  clearly 
understood  to  be  granted.  Is  it  to  J>e  believed  it 
would  have  escaped  the  "lynxj-eyed  Patrick  Hen- 
ry,-'  to  use  an  expression  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoolph.;  bad  he  not  considered 
it  as  necessarily  and  clearly  granted.  This  silence, 
Mr.  C.  said,  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  argument 
exceedingly  strong  in  fhvor  of  that  construction 
for  which  he  conten(fed. 

But  the  argument,  said  Mr.  C,  which  gentle- 
men urge  with  most  zeal  is,  the  danger  of  this 
coiistructioti  to  personal  liberty  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  States  ;  and  this  argument,  as  fkr  as 
he  could  consider  gentlemen  serious,  he  viewed 
with  astonishment.  His  construction  was  so  ob- 
viously calculated  to  increase,  and  hot  to  dimin- 
ish the  security  of  the  States;  to  secure,  and^not 
to  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people,  that  it  did. 
indeed,  seem  extraordinary  that  gentlemen  should 
have  fallen  upon  the  idea  of  danger  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  Slates  aqd  the  people  as  an  argument 
against  it.    He  contended  that  the  militia  acting 
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under  commissions  from  the  States^  :«iioutd  be 
used^  instead  of  regular  troops  acting  under  com- 
missions from  the  United  States;  and  gentlemen, 
by  a  kind  of  inverse  logic,  infer  that  this  will  en- 
danger the  independence  of  the  States.  Asaia, 
Mr.  C.  sdfd,  he  contended  that  the  people  them- 
selves should  constitute  the  military  strength  of 
the  Union  in  time  of  war.  and.  gentlemen  Jiad 
concluded  that  this  endangered  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  But  it  was  feared  if  the  General 
Cbvemment  bad  power  to  mArcl^  any  part  of  the 
militia  out  of  the  United  States,  it  might  march 
the  whole  of  the  militia  of  a  State  out  p[  the 
State,  and  place  a  standing  army  in  their  stead. 
But  the  same  danger  to  the  State  would. exist  un- 
der,the  acknowledged  powers  of  Congress.  But 
is  it  possible,  said  Mr,  C,  that  any  Government, 
9r  any  man,  intendini^  to  assail  the  independence 
of  a'  State,,  or. the  liberties  of  a*  people,  would 
equip  and  qualify  fbr  war  the  Whole  of  that  very 
people?  Though  sent  beyond  their  o\(rn  terriio- 
fial  limits,  their  homes  and  their  families  would 
remain  behind,  and  urge  them,  by  these  strong 
ties,  to  return,  armed  with  greater  power,  and 
fired  with  vengeance  tO'Czpel  the  usurper^  What 
regular  army  could  resist  such  assailants,  urged 
by  such  motives'?    - 

But^it  is  said,  this  power  might  be  abased,  and 
the  people  oppressed  by  a  jrrievous,  and  burd^en- 
some  service.  That  it  they  can  be  sent  out  of 
the- United  States,  they  may  be  sent  to  Jamaica 
or  tbe  East  Indies,  to  China  or.  Japan.  No,  said 
Mr,  C,  no  free  Government  dare  practise  such  an 
abuse  of  such  a  power.  You  have  the  security 
of  a.  free  Goverihnent^and  it  is  ^he  best  and  only 
security  you  can  have.  The  possible,  abuse  of 
the  power  cannot  be  fairly  urged  against  its  use. 
Were  you  thus  4o  reason,  you  would  proscribe 
as  wicked  and  dangetods  our  .holy  religion  itself. 
Have  not  its  abuses  lit  up  the  flames  of  persecu- 
tion 7  Have  they  jiot  fattened  the  soil  with  in- 
nocent blood  7  But  am  I,  therefore,  said  Mr.  C, 
to  cease  to  be  a  Ghrlstiaa  ?  It  is  said  that,  in 
England,  under  a  monarchy,  the  militia  cannot 
be  marched  out  of  the  Kingdom.  This  is  a  mis- 
take. The  Government  has  the  power,  and  it  is 
by  statute  that  the  Kin^  is  restrained  from  the 
exercise  of  a  power  which  he  would  otherwise 
have.  Every  Government  has  this  power,  and 
has  exercised  it.  Was  not  Rqmfi  free  ?  Yet, 
were  not  the  Roman  legions  marched  out  of  the 
Roman  territory  7  Was  Athens— were  any  of 
the  Grecian  States  free?  Yet,  were  oot  their 
citizens  marched  out  of  their  own  territories? 
Is  there  an  instance  in  history  of  a  Government 
which,  in  time  of  war,  could. not  march  its  citi- 
zens beyond  its  territorial  limits  ?  This  power, 
it  will  be  admitted,  mu$t  rest  either  in  the  Union 
or  in  the  States,  and,  as  ihey  are  equally  and  fair- 
ly represented  in  the  General  Government,  their 
danger  is  not  increased  by  placing  it  th^re.  As  it 
respected  State  rights,  Mr.  C.said,  he  would  only 
add  that  he  did  not  expect  these;  zealous  exertions 
in  their  defence  from  his  honorable  friends  over 
the  wjiy. 

Mr.  Key  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cheve3. 


Mr.  Nelson  observed  that  from  the  general 
scope  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Cheves,)  it  appeared  as  if  he  con- 
sidered those  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion^ 
as  hostile  to  the  militia.  It  wa.?  because  he,  Mr. 
N.,  was  a  friend  of  the  militia  and  an  advocate 
of  State  rights,  that  he  maintained  the  opinion  - 
that  the  United  States  has  no  right  to  send  this 
species  of  troops  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  N.  did  not-  believe  that  tbe  frainers  of  our 
Constitution  had  any  idea  of  providing  the  means 
of  extending  the  territory  of  this  country  by  for- 
eign war.  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  form  an 
opinion  from  the  debates*  which  took  place  ^bout 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  practice  contemporary  with  those  debates,  he 
should  suppose  a  thirst  for  extendini^our  territory 
and  dominion  had  not  then  taken  place — the  sen- 
timent had  never  entered  into  the  minds  of  the 
patriots  of  those  days — their  leading  object  evi- 
dently, was,  to  secure  the  happine&s  of  the  people 
within  the- then  United  States. 

But  if  the  people  of  th^  United  States  are  to  be 
engaged  in  a  war,  for  foreign  conquest,  the  Coa-< 
stitution  gives  them  no  power  to  use  the  militia 
for  this  purpose.  They  must  make  use  of  an  army 
for  obtaining  their  end.  He  was  no  foe  of  the 
militia,  when  he  considered  them  as  the  natural 
defence  of  the  United  States,  when  he  contend- 
ed that  the  people  of  the  United  States  never  con- 
templated tnat  the  General  Government  should 
draw  them  out  of  the  limits  of  tbe  Union.  He 
protested  against  the  grant  of  sovereign  powers 
to  that  Government.  He  denied  the  authority 
of  the  writers,  upon  whom  the  gentleman  from 
^outh  Carolina  had  founded  his  opinions— they 
are  doctrines  calculated  for  despotic  Governments 
or  limited  mooarchiea,  where  the  people  possess 
no  power  but  what  tbey  derive  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  for  this  country.  The  people  of 
this  countrv  made  their  own  governments;  and 
in  establisning  the  General  Government,  they 
gave  it  no  more  power  than  is  expressed  in  the 
Constitution ;  thpse  powers  whicn  are  not  ex- 
pressly given,  or  are  not  necessary  to  carry  those 
powers  into  execution,  being  reserved  to  the 
plates  or  the  people. 

If  the  power  given  to  Congress  to  declare  war, 
carries  with  it  all  the  oonsequences,  whether  di- 
rect or  indirect,  he  asked  why  the  power  to  raise 
and  support  armies  was  given  in  the  liext  {sec- 
tion ?  Congress  could  not  carry  On  war  without 
armies.  To  his  mind,  it  appeared  clear,  that  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  meant  that  nothing 
should  be  left  for  construction.  They  £irs;t  give 
the  power  to  declare  war,  and  then  the  power  to 
faise  and  support  armies. 

But  ^he  argument  of  the  gentleman  in  relation 
to  the  militia  is  still  more  extraordinary.  He 
says  the  power  given  to  Congress  to  declare  war. 
^ives  them  the  right  of  using  the  whole  physical 
torce  of  t4ie  country;  and  that  if  nothing  had 
been  said  respecting  the  militia,  it  wouldj  of 
course,  have  been  used  as  a  part  of  that  pbysical 
force.    But  Mr.  N.  contended  that  if  the  Consii- 
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tation  bad  been  silent  as  to  the  militia,  that  Cod-^ 
^ress  vrould  liave  had  no  power  over  them.  Mr. 
N.  knew  not  whence  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Ci^rdina  had  deiiyed  his  opinion,  that  invasion  is 
not  war,  and  that  therefore  the  militia  ma]r  be 
called  out  to  repel  invasion  in  time  of  peace.  He 
asked  the  gentleman  if  it  were  not  expressly  laid 
down  by  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  that  a 
natioii  may  consider  ad  invasion  as  an  act  of  war, 
and  in  consequence,  take  up  arms  and  declare 
war  against  the  nation  thus  oflending?  It  could 
not  be  denied. 

But  it  was  said,  insurrection  i$  not  war.  Mr. 
N.  considered  invasion  as  foreign  war,  and  rebel- 
lion as  the  worst  species  of  war,  civil  war.  This 
was  conclusive  evidence  to  him,  that  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  did  not  intend  that  the  militia 
should  be  called  upon  except  in  the  three  cases 
particularly  enumerated. 

Mr.  V'  had  already  said,  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Soutli 
Carolina,  respecting  sovereign  power,  as  applica- 
ble to  this  country. 

What,  asked  Mr.  N.  would  be  the  consequences 
which  would  flow  from  a  doctrine  of  this  kind  1 
Is  not  the  power  given  to  the  Executive  to  make 
treaties  as  much  a  sovereign  power  as  the  pdwer 
of  declaring  war  given  to  Congress  7  And  will 
it  be  said  that  the  Executive  has  the  power  of 
doing  everything  necessary  to  make  treaties  obli- 

fatory?  He  supposed  not;  it  would  certainly 
e  conceded  that  this  House  has  the  ri^ht  to  con- 
trol the  treaty-making  power,  by  granting,  or  re- 
fusing to  grant  the  necessary^  appropriations  for 
carrying  treaties  into  effect.  And  Congress  has 
the  same  kind  of  check  upon  the  army  after  it  is 
raised,  by  their  appropriations  being  confined  to 
two  years. 

He  was  therefore  decidedly  of  opinion',  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  no  con- 
trol over  the  militia,  except  in  the  cases  enume- 
rated ;  and  if  the  object  of  gentlemen  be  to  make 
foreign  conquest  with  these  volunteers,  he  should 
lift  up  his  hand  against  the  bill;  because  he 
thought  it  unnecessary  touring  into  beingaforc^e 
whicn  cannot  be  used  for  the  object  proposed. 
But  it  was  said  that  this  force  might  be  used  for 
internal  defence.  He  wished,  however,  to  seize 
the  present  moment  for  raising  an  effective  force, 
before  the  ardor  which  exists  in  the  public  mind 
be  evaporated  ;  for,  if  the  enthusiasm  of  the  peo- 
ple be  suffered  to  subside,  when  Congress  shall 
attempt  to  raise  an  effective  force,  they  may  find 
it  too  late  tn  effect  their  purpose. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  prp- 
viding  a  force  of  twenty-five  thousand  men.  to 
be  officered  by  the  President,  as  proposed  in  tlie 
original  bill.  .  He  wished  to  provide  a  force  that 
coiud  unquestionably  be  used  against  the  British 
possessions,     The   force  contemplated    by  the 

E resent  bill,  is.  at  least,  of  a  doubtful  nature.  The^ 
est  talents  ot  the  House  had  been  displayed  on 
both  sides  of  the  question.  He  could  see  no  ob- 
jection to  the  course  which  he  proposed,  as  full 
discretion  is  left  with  the  Executive  to  raise  the 
whole  force,  or  not.    He  is  authorized  to  accept 


of  a  number  of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  the  num- 
ber mentioned  in  the  bili.  He  might  therefore 
accept  of  such  a  number  of  each  kind  of  force,  as 
he  might  judge  it  expedient  Co  have  employed. 
For,  gentlemen  must  see.  that,  if  after  these  fifty 
thousand  volunteers  shall  be  imbodied,  the  Pres- 
ident should  decide  that  he  has  no  power  to  em- 
ploy them  for  the  object  contemplated,  the  coun- 
try will  be  in  an  awkward  situation.  He  thought 
there  Was  safety  in  his  proposition. 

As  to  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  a 
foree  of  this  kind,  he  thought  it  was  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  engage  in  a  war,  if  such  an  idea  conld 
be  entertained  for  a  moment.  There  may  come 
a  time  when  a  large  standing  army  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  countryj  but  the 
present  is  certainly  not  that  time. 

Mr.  Alstok  would  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment pifoposed  fav  his  colteiigue  ;  because  he  sub- 
scribed to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina 7Mr.  CHEVE8;)if  he  thought  dif- 
ferently, he  should  have  supported  this  amend- 
ment. Because,  all  who  believe  that  this  foree 
caniiot  be  marched  beydnd  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  must  know  that  it  will  be  an  ineffi- 
cient force;  and  he  could  not  see  on  what  ground 
siich  gentlemen  can  withhold  their  support  to 
this 'proposition.  To  him  there  appeared  no 
doubt,  that  when  k  declaration  of  wftr  was  made, 
Congress  had  the  power  to  use  such  part  of  the 
physical  force  of  the  country  as  they  might  judge 
etpedient.  Suppose,  said  Mr.  A.,  war  waa  de- 
clared for  an  infraction  of  our  rights  without  the 
United  States.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  the 
Spanish  Ckvemment  should  insist  upon  holding 
Mobile,  would  Congress  bate  no  power  to  march 
a  part  of  the  militia  of  the  country  thither  ?  He 
thought  such  a  power  h^d  never  fcfeen  questioned. 
He  had  no  dpubt  of  it,  and  therefore  should  rote 
against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McKee  thoU£;ht  it  unfortunate  that  this 
qoestioQ  had  been  brought  before  the  House, 
put  as  It  had  been  discussed^  and  different  opin- 
ions expressed  upon  it,  he  wished  the  question  to 
be  fairly  met  and  decided  ;  otherwise  gentlemen 
will  vote  for  the  bill  with  different  Views,  some 
with  an  expectation  that  the  force  may  be  em- 
ployed abroad,  and  others  with  a  directly  contrary 
opiniQ(n. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  if  gentlemen  were  determined 
to  rely  upon  a  regular  force,  they  had  certainly 
a  right  to  take  their  own  course;  but  he  thought 
a  standing  force  of  thirty-five  thousand  men  was 
sufficient— 4ie  was  for  keeping  the  bill  aa  it 
stand,<(. 

Mr.  Roberts  observed,  that  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion,  different  opinions  had  been  ex- 
pressed as  to  tne  employment  of  this  force.  It 
was  his  opinion  tliat  this  corps  might  be  used 
wherever  it  was  wanted;  but  if  it  were  hot  to  be 
so  used,  a  less  number  of  men  would  be  necessary. 
It  was  truly  a  matter  of  Executive  discretion, 
still  it  was  desirab/e  to  have  a  definite  vote  on  the 
subject.  He  thought  it  would  be  best  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  question,  whether  this 
force  could,  or  could  not  be  marched  out  of  the 
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United  States.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ndrth 
CaroliDa  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
be  would  bring  forward  one  to  try  that  question. 

Mr.  Porter  hoped  (be  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  withdraw  bis  motion,  that  ^he 
question  might  be  put  in  the  shape  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He  could 
not  subscribe  to  the  opinion  that  it  was  im'^ 
proper  for  this  House  to  decide  for  what  object 
this  force  was  to  be  applied.  He  thought  it  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  keep  in  riew  the  object  for 
which:  they  werto  legislaijing.  If  tha  business  of 
this  House  was  to  be  dwindled  down  and  pro- 
tiracted  by  long  speeches,  he  should  be  for  return- 
iug  back  to  the  State  governments,  and  get  them 
to  protect  our  rights. 

Whatj  said  he,  is  the  object  of  aU  our  military 
preparations?  Thfe  object  has  been  repeatedly 
avowed  to  be  to  retaliate  on  Great  Britain  the  in- 
juries which  she  has  inflicted  upon  our  marititne 
rights,  by  an  invasion  of  her  provinces,  as  the 
only  quarter  in  which  she  is  vulnerable.  How 
are  we  to  effect  o)ir  purpose  ?  The  Senate  says« 
with  twenty-five  thousand  regular  troops.  This 
had  been  agreed  to.  But  have' we  got  them  ?  On 
paper  only  5  and,  my  word  for  It,  said  Mr.  P.j  it 
will  take  a  considerable  time  to  rai^  the  men ; 
and  before  this  can  be  done,  our  enemy  will  have 
blocked  up  all  the  avenues  to  Canada  with  regu- 
lar troops,  veteran  troops,  inured  (0  human 
slaufirhter« 

Air.  P.  knew  something  of  Canada;  he  lived 
near  Its  borders — his  house  was  within  gunshot 
of  its  lines.  He  had,  therefore,  a  right  to  know 
what  was  the  intention  of  Congress;  for  the  fir^t 
attack  of  the  enemy  would  doubtless  be  upon  him 
and  his  constituents.  He  wished  i^ot  to  raise  an 
army  that  could  not  b^  effectively  employed.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  we  a  re.  to  make  effective 
war  or  not;  and  the  question  was. to  him  a  seri- 
ous one.  He  hoped  the  present  motion  would 
therefore  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Pickens  withdrew  his  amendment;  and 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  the  following  ^  "  that  this 
'  corps  shall  perform  duty  at  any  place  in  which 

*  the  army  may  be  directed  to  act  by  the, proper 

*  authority."  '  ' 

Wit,  Key  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
adding  the  words,  ''at  any  place  within  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,"  alleging  that  the  motion  of  the  gen-     - 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  not  sufficient!/  0ti 
explicit  to  decide  the  principle.  "M^Jv 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  wa3 
negatived — yeas  34,  nays  8(\  as  follows : 

Ymjlm — Stfvenson  Archer,  ExekiaJ  Bacon,  Jdin  Ba- 
ker, Abijfth  Bigebw,  James  Breckenridge,  Martin 
Chittenden,  WiUtaoi  Ely,  Asa  Filch,  Thomas  Ghol- 
fon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Felix  OrUDdy*  Aylett  Hawev, 
Bicbard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  WUliam  R.  King, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Lo  Roy  Liv- 
ingston, Samuel  McKee,  Jonathan  .0.  Mppeley,  ^ugh 
Nelsdn.  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickeiis,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturgcs, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Labon  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 


Njlts — Willis  Alston]  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Josiah  Barflett,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  Q.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  JaBies  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmooir,  Elias  Earle,  William  Flndley,  James 
Pisk,  Mashack  Franklin,  Isaiah  L.  Green>  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hoftj,  John 
M.  Hyn^man,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Ab- 
ner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefover,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes;  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moorv,  Archftald  MeBryde,  William 
McCoy,  Aleacander  McKim,  Amnah  Metoal^  Samnef 
L.  Mitcbill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Onnshy»  WOliam  Piper,  Ber^amin  Pond,  John  Ran-' 
ddpfa^  Samnel  Ringgold,  Jabn  RlMa,  John-  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebanemr  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebetteier  Seoirer,  John  Serier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Georse 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Paleg  Tatfanan,  John 
Taliaj^rro,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Tumerf  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Jan.,  Robert  WhitahiU,  DaWd  R^ 
Wiliiama,  William  Widgaiy,  and  Robert  WrighU 

A  motion  was  then  inade  by  Mr.  McKim  to 
amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  RosBRTn, 
by  inserting  after  the  said  word  "  place/'  the 
words  ^  within,  or  out  of  the  United  States  'J* 
And,  debate  arising;  the  previous  question  was 
called  for  by  Mr.  Smiui,  -and,  being  detnaaded 
by  ooe^fifth  of  the  members  -  presei^t,  an  adjourn* 
mtvt  was  onllad  for,  and  carried* 


'    TaoBSDATj  January  16. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved 
for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory;  which  w^s  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads^  presented  a  hill  to  alter  and  es- 
tablish certain  post  roads ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  n^xt.. 

A  Message,  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  yesterday,  was  read,  transmitting 
an  account  of  the  ^contingent  expenses  of  Gov- 
^nment  for  the  year  1811,  incurred  on  the  occa- 
sion of  taking  possession  of  the  territory  limited 
eastwardly  by  the  river  Perdido,  and  amounting 
to  three  thpusand  three  hundred  and  ninety-six 
dotlarf!. 

Another  Message,  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  yesterday,  was  read,  trans- 
mitting to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  29:h 
of  November^  of  American  seamen  impressed  into 
the  service  of  Foreign  Powers. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  iransmiiiinga  report, 
in  obedience  lo  a-  resolution  of  the  19ih  ultimo, 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  statement  of 
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tlie  capital  employed  in  the  lodiaa  trade,  the 
amount  of  annual  purchases,  sales,  and  articles 
received  m  payment;  together  with  the  number, 
names,  and  salaries  of  agents,  the  places  where 
stationed,  and  specifyiog  the  staie  of  the  trade  for 
the  last  four  years)  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  receifed  from  the 
President  optre  United  States: 

'To  the  Senate  and  Howu  of 

Representatives  of  the  UnitechSidtes  ,* 

I  coimmanicate  to  Oongtess  a  leUer  from  the  EoToy 
Extraordinary  and  Miaisttr  Pfenipotantiaiy  of  Great 
Britain,  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  with  the  answer-  of 
the  latter. 

The  eontiiraed  eTidenee  affinrded  br  thie  correspond- 
ent of  the  hostile  policy  of  the  Bntiih  Ooremment 
againat  our  national  rights,  strengthems  the  considera- 
tions reeommending  and  urging  the  preparation  of  ad* 
equate  means  for  maintaining  them, 

JAME8  MADI80N. 

WAaaiveTov,  Jon.  Id^  181S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blount,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged  fr^m  the  considera- 
tioa  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **  making  farther 
profision  for  the  corps  of  eogineeit,"  and  it  was 
committed  to  the  commrtW  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  a$  relates  to  filling  the 
ranks  and  prolonging  th^  enlistments  of  the  reg- 
ular troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary  force^  to  the  ac- 
.  ceptance  or  volunteers,  to  detachments  of  militia, 
and  to  such  a  preparation  of  the  great  body  as 
will  proportion  its  uaefuineas  to  its  intrinsic  ca* 
pacity. 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^ 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  with  the  amendments 
recommended  by  the  Army  Committee,  tp  whom 
it  had  been  referred. 

The  bill,  with  the  proposed  amendifnents,  being' 
gone  through,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  would,  in  as  few 
words  as  he  was  able,  explain  the  nature  of  the 
amendments  which  the  select  committee  had  re- 
commended. This  bill,  he  said,  was  predicated 
on  the  destruction  of  tne  office  of  Purveyor  of 
Public  Supplies,  who  is  properly  the  Compdissa- 
ry  Qeoeral  of  tne  United  States;  and  contem- 
plates the  establishment  in  its  place,  not  otily  of 
a  Cluartermaster  General  for  the  United  Stages, 
but  a  Commissary  General  in  the  same  person. 
In  investigating  this  subject,  the  committee  could 
see  no  reason  for  blending  these  two  important 
offices  in  one,  the  duties  of  both  which  are  im- 
portant, perfectly  distinct,  and  never  were  blend- 
ed in  any  country  in  the  world ;  and  for  this  good 
reason,  these  officers  are  a  check  upon  each  other; 
one  being  the  purchaser,  and  the  other  the  dis- 
tributor of  supplies;  whereas,  if  ihey  were  united 
in  one  persoii,  frauds  to  any  amount  might  be 
committed  without  the  possibility  of  detection. 
Besides,  it  is  necessary  the  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral should  be  a  military  man ;  indeed  his  pres- 
ence is  at  times  required  in  the  field,  to  distribute 
the  supplies ;  whilst  the  Purveyor  or  Commissary 
General,  whose  business  it  is  to  purchase  supplies 


of  every  kind  for  the  Army,  ought  to  be  a  maa 
well  acquainted  with  mercantile  concerns. 

After  Aome  objections  from  Messrs.  A lston  and 
Rbea,  and  some  remarks  in  reply  from  Messrs. 
Talljmadge,  and  FiNDLEV,  the  amendments  which 
wenfto  keep  up  the  Purveyor's  office,  were  agreed 
to ;  and  the  Committee  rose  and'  reported  the  bill. 
The  Hou2^  took  it  up  and  concurred  with  the 
amendments,  and  ordered  the  bill  ioa  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

'  VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  authorizing  the 
President  to  accept  of  certain  [volunteers,  when 
theBpEAKER  stated  that  the  previous  question, 
,  which  had  been  demanded  and  was  depending  at 
the  timeof  the  adjournment,  was  now  to  be  taken. 

.Mr.  Roberts,  not  willing  to  embarrass  the 
passage  of  the  billj  withdrew  his  amendment, 
which  Was  under  consideration  when  the  House 
last  adjourned.        - 

Mr.  Gholsqn  was  desirous  ofascertaining  with 
certaijity.in  what  light  thi», volunteer  corps  ^as 
to  be  considered ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  he  pro- 
posed'to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  third 
section  the  following  words :  ^'  to  serve  either 
within  or  without  the  jurisdiction  bf  the  United 
Stat^«.»  .      '      * 

Mr.  BuRWELL  was  sorry  thit  his  colleague  had 
offered  this  ameiidm^nt.  He  migh^  as  well  have 
moved  to  a^d  the  words,  "  above  and  below,"  as 
"  within  and  without."  What  is  the  ohject  of 
this  biU'?  It  is  to  prov'ide  a  military  force  for  the 
public  service.  The  Constitution  puts  its  em- 
ployment in  other  hand<«.  We  must  raise  the 
kMTce,  and  the.  President  of  tl^e  United  States  will 
employ  it  within  or  without  th^  United  States,  as 
may  be  necessary,  agreeably  to  the  powers  vested 
in  him  by  the  Constitution.  Why  designate  the 
manner  in,  or  the  purposes  for  which  this  force 
shall  be.employed,  when  wecan  neither  add  to, 
nor  deduct  from,  the  directions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion* in  this  respept  ?  It  must  have  appeared,  from 
the  experietice  of  yesterday;  that  it  Would  be  im- 
possible to  get  the  House  to  express  a  definite 
opinion  on  this  subject, 

^  Gentlemen  say  it  Is  desirable  to  ascertain  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  this  questico,  because  they 
wish  to  know  whether  thi#  force  can  be  sent 
af;:ainst  Canada.  He  was  himself  convinced  that 
the  militia  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  march- 
ed odt  of  the  country;  that  no~  President  would 
dare  to  order  them  out;  that  if  an v such  attempt 
were  made,  it  would  be  resistea..  He  should, 
however,  vote  for  the  bill ;.  and  should  bewilling. 
if  necessary,  to  give  the  President  any  additional 
force  for  the  invasiofi  of  Canada. 

Mr.  B.  hoped  the  bill  would  be  suffered  to  pass 
in  its  present  shape.  He  knew  his  colleague  too 
well  to  believe  he  wished  to  throw  any  unneces- 
sary embarrassment  in  the  way  of  public  business, 
and  he  looped,  on  more  mature  renection,  that  he 
would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  let  the  bill 
pass.. 

Mr.  Gold  thought  this  amendnlent  desirable 
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for  the  sake  of'defining  the  purpose  for  mrhich 
these  YoluDteers  are  to  offer  their  iservice.  The 
g^entlemaa  from.  Virginia  (Mr.  Burwbll)  bad 
said  it  woald  decide  nothing.  He  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  It  would,^t  fUefents,  let  the  vol- 
unteer know  what  service  he  bad  to  perform, 
which  he  thodght  desirable,  and  which  every  One 
would  wish  to  know  before  be  ofiered  his  ser« 
▼ices. 

Mr.  WuiOHT.^^Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  firom  Virginia  .(Mr.  GHOLSoif) 
would  withdraw  bis  proposed  amendment.'  Sir. 
I  hope  that  gentleman,  whose  talents  and  motives 
I  highly  appreciate,  will,  on  a  review  of  the  sub- 
ject, be  satisfied  that  Congre^  have  no  power 
over  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  control  ili  con- 
struction, by  the  Executive.  The  Constitution 
either  authorizes  the  President  to  send  these  vol- 
unteers out  of  the  United  Statee^  or  it  does  not 
authorize  him.  If,  sir,  it  doe?  not,  can  this  bill 
nutborize  him?  If  it  doea^  can  this  bill  control 
his  CoMtitutional  powers  ?  Sit',  the  Legislative, 
the  Executive,  and  the  Judiciary^  are  coordinate 
powers,  oa  subjects  by  tbe  Constitution  submit- 
ted to  them  ;  each  respectively  and  exclusively  is 
entitled  to  construe  tbe  Coi\stitution  for  itself. 
Sir,  Congress  eanno(  alter  any  part  of  the  C^on- 
ftitutiop  without  thp  consent  of  the  Statea;  and 
of  course  cannot,  in  any  manner,  by  any  act  oT 
ordinary  legislation,  im;>ose  a  construction  by 
law.  The  Constitution  is  the  paramount  law, 
and  by  each  department  is  to  be  construed  by 
itself.  I  feel  no  doubt  that  these  voluoteeri  may 
be  sent  out  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  but^  no  man  can  believe,  if  they  cannot,  that 
this  law  will  justify  or  authorize  it,  Unless  we 
should  determine  that  we  have  power  paramount 
to  that  hallowed  instrument.  Sir,  I  ana  desirous 
pf  actio?  with  despatch,  and  definitely,  on  this 
bill.  We  were,  two  days  ago,  lectured  by  tbe 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wil- 
son.) for  our  delay  in  the  passage  of  the  bill*  I 
appeal  to  this  House,  whether  that  gentleo^an  has 
not  distinguished  himself  in  tha^  delay:  and  will 
submit  to  him  the  remark  of  Cato,  "turpeett 
doctori,  cum  culpa  redarguit  iptum?^  I  hope, 
however;  sir,  we  shall  deliver  ourselv^  from  that 
charge,  by  avoiding  any  ftrlher  delay,  and  that 
the  gentleman  wilfwithdraw  his  amendment,  or 
that  the  House  will  reject  it,  and  pass  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Lacook  observed  that  this  amendment  was 
intended  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  House.  Thoogl^ 
he  believed  the  PresideUt  had  the  power  to  march 
the  militia  where  he  pleased,  yet  he  shouU  Tote 
against  it,  because  he  believed  Congress  were 
travelling  out  of  their  duty  in  deciding  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  FiSK  approved  the  proposed  amendment. 
It  was  the  dutv  of  Congress  to  make  their  laws 
plain  and  intelligible;  the  proposed  amendment 
would  not  affect  the  constitutionality  of  the  force. 
It  would  be  declared  on  the  face  of  the  law  for 
what  purposes  the  volunteers  were  wanted,  and 
no  one  could  labor  under  any  mistake  on  the  sub- 
ject; whereas,  if  no  such  amendmeiit  is  madejUo 


one  can  certainly  tell  how  these  volunteers  are  to 
be  employed. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  this  wfls  the  second  attempt 
which  he  ha4  witnessed,  to  explain  tbe  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution  by  law;  but  he  hoped  the 
good  sense  of  the  House  would  resist  it.  Does 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  recollect  that,  in 
raising  a  regular  force,  no  explanation  is  made  of 
the  object  for  which  the  men  are  wanted?  Let 
Us,  said  he,  raise  the  force,  and  leave  the  President 
to  do  his  duty,  undirected  by  us. 

Mr.  QoLD  was  ^orry  there  was  so  great  an  in* 
disposition  to  meet  this  question.  No  one  can 
say  that  it  is  eneroacblog  on  the  Executive  pre- 
rogative, to  authbrize  him  to  accept  of  a  volun- 
teer Iprce.  for  a  Nmited  time,  for  certain  purposes. 
To  pass  this  bill,  in  iu  present  sbape^  W'ould  be 
forcing  tbe  President  to  exercbe  the  Judicial  as 
Welles  the  Executive  power,  before  he  could  die* 
cover  tbe  intentions  of  Contf rets.  It  is  the  Presi- 
dent's duty  to  execute  the  laws;  but  they, ought 
to  be  passed  in  a  clear  and  intelligriVle.maiiner. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  it  was  certainly  proper  in  enact- 
ing laws,  to  make  them  as  explicit  as  possible; 
but  will  this  amendment  make  the  bill  more  in- 
telligibke  than  it  is  at  present "?  He  thought  not. 
Admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  Con- 
gress niay  rightfully  direet  the  President  as  to  the 
employment  of  this  force,  will  this  ahiendment 
^give  any  such  direction?  It  would  not.  It  was 
altogelher  indefinite,  and  he  sboukl,  therefore,  vote 
.^against  it.    - 

After  a  few  remar)cs  from  Mr.  Gholson  and 
o.thers,  he  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  there  appeared  to  be  wanting 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  services  of  these  volunteers  are 
to  b®  accepted.  Tbey  are,  according  to  this  bill, 
to'offer  their  services  to  the  President ;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  convenient  for  them  to 
make  the  offer  to  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States,  and  let  them  communicate  the  offer  to  the 
President.  The  Governors/  as  Commanders-in- 
Chief  of  the  States,  will  have  to  commission  the 
officers,  and  it  Would  certaiiily  be  best,  that  the 
offer  or  service  should  be  made  to  them.  A  dif- 
ferent course  would  be  attended  with  much  in- 
convenience. He  would  move  an  amendment, 
.therefore,  of  the  following  words:  '* through  the 
medium  of  the  Executive  authority  of  the  seve- 
ral States."' 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  B.  Hall  said  he  had  voted  for  every  mea- 
sure in  favor  of  placing  the  country  in  a  state 
suited  to  the  present  crisis ;  but  be  could  not  vote 
for  the  present  bill,  as  he  believed  it  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional. This  corps,  when  imbodied.  will  be 
as  much  a  regular  corps  as  any  other.  The  Pres- 
ident has  power  to  call  out  the  militia  for  certain 
purposes.  Who  are  the  .militia  ?  They  are  all 
the  people  of  the  United  Statej*  liable  to  do  mi- 
litia duty,  subiect  to  the  call  of  the  President;  but 
the  moment  they  iare  selected  iqto  special  corps, 
they  are  a  part  of  the  Army,  and  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  oflScered  by  the  President.  The  word  "  mi- 
jitia'^  does  not  occur  in  tbe  whole  of  this  bill. 
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But  for  this  doubt  io  his  mind,  he  would  have 
cheerfully  voted  fbr  the  additidtial  forc^.  He 
moved  a  recommitment  of  thebilh 

Mr.  Porter  hope4  the  bill  would  be  recbrh- 
mitted.  It  is  certainly  incorrect  in  several  respects, 
but  especially  in  the  first  section.  He  should  not, 
however,  have  made  the  motion,  but  have  relied, 
upon  the  Senate  to  have  made  the  necessary  cor- 
rection; but,  being  made,  he  seconded  it.  and 
wished  it  to  pass/  The  section  which  provides^ 
for  the  acceptance  of  volunteers^  does  not  say  of 
whom  they  shall  cojnsist.  ,    ' 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Nblsom  would  make  a  la&t.  an  expiriag 
effort  to  unravel  or  cut  this  web  of  ilifficuU/  into 
which  this  subject  bad  been  tiirowo — an  eS^n 
made  io  the  spirit  of  oandor,  and  be  hopeif  it 
would  be  received  by  the  House  av  inteadfid.  He 
bad  avowed  it  to  be  bis  object  to,  put  tbe  Uaitetl 
Staife  in  tbM  ajcmor  which  the  President  ba<l 
recommended. 

Our  Constiiution,  said  Mr*  N.,  was  the  fmiit  of 
a  spirit  of  compromise ;  and  (he  measiK^s  of  this 
House  must  frequently  be  actuated  by  a  similar 
spirit.  It  is  necessary,  all  agree,- to  bring  into 
existence  a  body  of  troops  .wnich  wiU  prove  eU 
fective.  He  was^  on  this  account,  for  having  a 
corps  which  would  act  more  promptly  than  mili- 
tia. It  could^not  be  expected,  however,  that  mi- 
litia, unaccustomed  to  sertiee,  cQu\d  act  so  pfonipi- 
ly  as  a  corps  of  volunteers,  which  should  he  trained^ 
for  the  purpose.  Mr.  N.  thought  it  of  great  int- 
portance  that  tbe  ardor  and  enthusiasm  which 
exist  among  the  people,  at  the  presem  moment, 
should  be  taken  advantage  of  lor,  raising'  these 
volunteers;  and  concluded  with  movlag  that  th^ 
bill,  with  its  ameiidments,  lie  upon. the  table  for 
the  present,  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  briogr 
ing  10  a  new  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 
accept  and  commission  a  corps  of  volunteers-«-day 
30,000^40,000,  or  50,000;  and,  after  a  bill  of  this- 
hind  was  passed,  he  wouM  join  with  gentleikieD 
Hi  providing  another  corps  for  Slate  purposes. 

Mr.  McKee  seconded  tbe  motion  for  another 
reason.  There  was  a  Message  of  importance  on 
the  table  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
which  he  wished  to  hear  read. 

Tbe  question  was  then  put  and  negatived.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  for  a  third  reading— yeas 
96,  nays  25,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell 
BsMett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blacklcdge,  Har- 
manns  Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James 
Brcckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  John  G.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
Condit,  Wm.  Crawford,  R.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jos. 
Detfba,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James  Emott,. 
William  Ely,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Qholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  HuAy, 
John  M.  Hyncman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Ijivingston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C  Maxwell,  Thomas 


Jifoore,  Archibald  McBr3'4e,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Aranah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jerenuah 
Morrow,  Hugh  ^fel8on»  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New* 
bold,  Stephen  Ormsl)y,  William  Paulding,  jun.,  brael 
Piokens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  Josish  Qaincy^,  William  Reed,  Henry  M*  Ridga- 
ly,  ^aranel  itinggold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jona- 
than Roberts,  William  RodsMin,  Ebenezer  6age,Tlio* 
mas  Saaqmons,  Ebenexer.  Seaver,  Johrt  Sevier,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith*  Richard  Stanfodg 
Philip  Stuart,  Silae  Slow,  William  Strong,  G^ngo 
Sullivan,  Peleg  Tallman,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Traqy;, 
George  M.  Troup,  Ckaries  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  jun.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams^ 
William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert 
Wright.  '  ■     y'   .      ■ 

N^TS-^tevenson  Archer,  Ezekial  Bacon,  Abijah 
^igelow,  Elyah  Biigfaam,  Epaphroditus  Champtoo, 
Martin  Chittenden,  J[ohn  Davem>ort,  junior,  William 
Ely,  James  Piak,  Asa  Fitch,  Boiling  Hall,  Richard 
Jackson,  junior,  ^ilip  Bl  Key,  Lyman  Law,.  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Josejih  Pearson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  junior,  BUaha  %  Potter,'  Adam  Beybert. 
Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Samuel  Taggart,  -  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,'Laban  WheOUm/ aiid  Lsooaid  White. 

The  bill, was  theu  ordeoid  to  be  read  a  third 
time  toHQorcow. 

FtiDAr,  January  17. 
.  Mr.'QuiNCT  presented  a  petition  bf  the  mem- 
benr  of  the  Ansociation  of  Ministers  in  and  about 
Boston^  praying  that  the  ninth  section  of  the  ^AcC 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  passed 
tbe  twenty-fifth  of  April,  1810,  be  so  amended  as 
to  prohibit  the  delivery  of^  letters  on  Sunday  be- 
for6  sunset. — Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  presented  setreral  petitions  of  the 
members  of  sundry  Christian  denominations  re- 
ading in  the.  Western .  country,  praying  that  the 
mail  may  not  be  carried,  and  that  post  omces  may 
not  be  opened  on  Sundays,— Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  Message  was  recefved  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  transmitting. a  kiier  from  the 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Mmister  Plenipoten- 
liary  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  the  ^pswer  of  the  latter. — Referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  lUa^i  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Mi!ssage,  which  relates  to  Indian  affairs. 
VOLUxNTEEK  CORPS. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorise  the  President  of 
the  Uni(ed  States  to  accept  abd  organize  certain 
volunteer  military  corps,  Was  read  the  third  time. 
And  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  passed 
in  tbe  affirmative — yeas  &7,  nayjs  23,  as  follows : 

YsAS— -WilKs  Alston,  yan,,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wilham 
W.  Bibb,  WiUzam  Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker, 
Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge, 
RoberU'Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butier, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  -  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  James  Emott,  Wil- 
liam Pindley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob.  Huf^, 
John  M\  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R* 
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King*  Abner  Lacook,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ingstoD,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  G.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William 
McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah 
Metcalf,  James  Milnor,^8tfmuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  > 
Paulding,  jun.,  Israel  Pickens,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
John  Serier,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Sta;iford«  William  Strong,  Peleg  Talhnan, 
John  Taliafmo,  Uri  Tnu^,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tomer,  jr^  Pierre  Van  Cortiandt,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
hiU,  David  R.  Williama,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

Nats — Ez^kiel  Bacon,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brig- 
katn,  Epaphroditoa  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  Wilham  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Asa 
Fitch,  Boiling  Hall,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Ljrman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter^  Adam 
Seybert,  Lewis  B.Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 
QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  bill  from  the  Beoate  ''fur  the  esublish- 
meot  of  a  duarterinaster's  Department"  came  up 
on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  if  the  House  would  pay  at- 
tention to  the  duty  of  the  Purveyor  of  I^ublic 
Supplies,  and  examine  the  powers  given  vto  the 
Quartermaster  General  in  this  bill,  it  would  ap- 
pear evident  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  both 
offices,  and  it  certainly  i^^as  not  the  wish  of  th^e 
House  to  erect  two  great  departments  to  perf/»rm 
the  same  duties.  He  could  perceive  no  way  in 
which  one  officer  was  to  be  a  check  upon  the 
other.  He  liked  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Sen- 
ate better  than  as  amended,  as  he  saw  no  necessity 
for  retaining  the  office  of  Purveyor. 

Mr.  Tallmadgb  observed,  thattbe  great  object 
of  this  bill,  and  the  only  one  w^ich  made  it  neces- 
sary, was  to  provide  for  a  Quartermaster  Qeneral's 
Department,  instead  of  military  agents,  as  em- 
ployed at  present.  There  never  was  such  an  offi- 
cer in  the  staff  departitient  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  late  Secretary  of  War,  as  well  as  the 
present,  were  in  favor  of  this  change.  The  mili- 
tary agents,  without  much  responsibility,  had 
Bearly  controlled  the  whole  War  Department. 
Aq  attempt  was  made  two  years  ago  to  effect  this 
change,  but  it  then  failed.  Th^e  office  of  Purvevor 
of  Public  Supplies  was  instituted  IdKg  before  that 
of  Military  Agent.  The  duties  of  the  Quarter- 
master Qeoeral  and  Purveyor  are  very  different. 
The  former  is  a  highl^r  respectable  and  confiden- 
tial officer ;  be  is  next  m  consequence  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, with  whom  he  has  frequent 
communication.  Every  movement  of  the  A^my 
is  first  communicated  to  him.  He  ought  to  be  a 
military  character.  It  is  his  duty  to  receive  and 
deliver  out  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  Army, 
and  to  attend  to  its  movements.  The  duties  of 
the  Purveyor  is  to  purchase,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  arms,  clothing, 
hoapital  stores,  and  every  other  article  necessary 
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for  the  Army;  So  that  there  is  not  the  least  simi** 
larity  between  the  two  officers;  one  being  the 
purchasing,  the  other  the  distributing  officer.  If 
the  office  of  Purveyor  were  to  be  done  away,  the 
Quartermaster  General  would  have  to  emplov  a 
deputy  or  agent  to  make  these  purchases,  which 
would  be  putting  too  much  in  the  power  of  a  sub- 
ordinate officer,  and  would  do  away  that  check 
which  will  exist  if  the  Purveyor  be  continued,  as 
the  purchaser  and  distributor  of  the  supplies  would 
be  in  the  same  person.  The  Purveyor  is  also  the 
purchaser  of  goods  for  the  Indian  department. 

Mr.  Williams  rose  to  prevent  any  person  from 
falling  into  the  mistake  which  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  appeared  to  have  done,  by 
making  remarks  applicable  to  the  printed  bill  (a 
part  of  which  had  been  struck  out  and  other  parts 
amended  (instead  of  the  bill  read  from  the  Chair. 
He  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  add  anything  in 
reply,  to  what  had  been  so  well  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  had  attended  to  the  bill  as 
read,  and  not  to  the  printed  bill ;  and  insisted  that, 
from  the  provisions  o[  the  bill,  the  Secretary  of 
Was  might  direct  the  Purveyor  and  Quarter* 
master  to  purchase  the^same  articles.  If  the  bill 
was  what  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had 
stated  it  to  be,  he  should  not  have  objected  to  it ; 
but  it  was  not. 

Mr.  QoiNCT  had  doubts  whether  both  these 
officers  were  necessary.  There  was  no  such  offi- 
cer as  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  duriog  the 
Revolutionary  war.  If  it  were  found  hereafter 
that  another  besides  the  Quartermaster  General 
was  necessary,  he  could  be  appointed.  There 
ought  certainly  to  be  a  responsibility  attached 
to  the  purchase  of  supplies^ nd  this  might  be 
placed  m  the  Head  or  the  War  Department  or 
Quartermaster  General.  He  had  not  sufficient 
light  on  the  subject,  to  say  that  both  these  officers 
are  necessary.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Blount  said,  that  though  there  was  not  a 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  there  was  a  Clothier,  who  did  much 
the  same  business.  If  we  are  going  to  war,  said 
Mr.  B.,  he  did  not  see  how  we  could  do  without 
a  Quartermaster  General ;  and  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  him  to  become  the  purchaser  of  sup- 
plies, which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Purveyer  to  pur- 
chase, because,  as  had  already  been  stated,  there 
would  be  no  check  in  the  business.  There  must 
be  propriety  in  keeping  the  offices  distinct. 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  it  was  impossible  to  go  to 
war  without  a  Quartermaster  General ;  for  there 
is  no  man  has  so  much  to  do  about  an  army  as 
this  officer.  There  was  always  more  difficulty  in 
settling  the  Quartermaster  GkneraPs  accounts 
than  any  other.  The  only  instances  in  which  a  ' 
Quartermaster  General  has  to  purchase  supplies, 
is  when,  by  some  miscarriage  or  accident,  the 
supplies  from  the  Commissary  or  Purveyor  do  not 
arrive  in  season.  It  is  necessary  that  such  a 
power  should  be  vested  in  this  officer,  to  be 
used  on  such  extraordinary  occasions.  As  had 
been  stfited  by  his  colleague,  though  there  were 
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no  Purveyor  during  the  Revolution,  there  were 
clothiers  or  agentsemployed  in  different  situations, 
which  answered  the  purpose.  The  qualifications 
necessary  for  the  Ctuartermaster  General  and  Pur- 
veyor are  very  different ;  the  one  ought  to  be  a 
soldier,  the  otner  a  merchant. 
The  bill  passed  by  a  large  majority. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr;  Cbbves,  the  Chairman  of  the  Navy  Com- 
mittee, moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  with  ^'foar  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand dollars,"  and  said  he  believed  it  to  be  his 
duty  at  this  time,  to  disclose  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  the  views  and  motives  of  the  select 
committee  in  reporting  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  said,  I 
consider  this  subject  as  one  of  the  most  important 
that  can  be  brought  before  this  House;  as  a  great 
question,  involving,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the 
fate  of  a  species  of  national  defence  the  most  es- 
sential and  necessary  to  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try. I  know,  said  Mr.  C;  how  many  and  how 
strong  are  the  prejudices,  how  numerous  and  how 
deeply  laid  ate  the  errors  which  I  have  to  en^ 
counter  in  the  discussion  of  this  question  ;  errors 
and  prejudices  the  more  formidable,  as  th^y  come 
recommended  by  the  virtues,  and  shielded  by  the 
estimable  motives  of  those  who  indulge  them.  I 
have  been  told  that  this  subject  is  unpopular,  and 
it  has  been  not  indistinctly  hinted,  that  those 
who  become  the  zealous  advocates  of  the  bill  will 
not  advance  by  their  exertions  the  personal  esti- 
mation in  which  they  may  be  held  by  their  polit* 
ical  associates.  1  will  not  do  my  political  friends 
the  injustice  to  believe  that  these  exertions  will 
diminish  their  confidence ;  but,  could  I  think 
otherwise,  I  hope  I  shall  never  be  diverted  from 
a  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty  by  considerations 
of  this  kind.  I  wish  to  lead  no  man,  and  I  am 
determined  not  to  be  blindly  led  by  any  man.  In 
acting  with  a  party,  I  do  so^  because  I  adopt  their 
leading  principles  and  politics  as  the  best,  and  be- 
cause I  believe,  from  tne  nature  of  free  Qovern- 
ment,<  it  is  necessary  so  to  act  to  give  efficiency 
to  the  exertions  of  any  individual;  but  I  do  not 
feel  myself,  therefore,  bound  to  renounce  my  de- 
liberate opinions  on  all  tbe  great  interests  of  the 
nation,  or  to  take  no  independent  part  in  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  partv  to  which  I  belong.  I  sincere- 
ly believe  that,  it  this  infant  Naval  Establish- 
ment be  either  abandoned  or  put  down,  the  party 
who  now  form  the  majority  in  this  House,  and 
in  the  country,  may  run  great  risk  of  becoming 
the  minority,  not  only  within  these  walls,  but  in 
the  nation. 

This  question  must  be  discussed,  said  Mr.  C, 
on  this  occasion,  on  new  principles.  Hitherto,  in 
politics,  as  in  science  and  morals,  there  have  been 
certain  fixed   principles,  which,   to  attempt   to 

grove,  would  be  considered  as  trifling  with  the 
earer ;  and  certainly  among  these,  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  protecting  commerce,  in  a  com- 
mercial country,  would  have  been  ranked.    But  I 


we  have  heard  it  said,  and  it  has  almost  beoome 
popular  and  fashionable  to  say  on  this  floor,  that 
the  nation  ought  not  to  go  to  war  for  the  protec- 
tion of  commerce;  and,  by  stronger  reason,  that 
it  ought  not  to  establish  a  navy,  which,  it  is  sup- 
posed, is  fitted  only  for  that  object;  that  nothing 
should  provoke  us  to  this  act  of  national  resist- 
ance, but  the  actual  invasion  of  our  soil.  When 
such  principles  have  been  avowed,  the  friends  of 
the  bill  before  you  cannot  deem  it  unnecessary — 
the  opponents  of  it  cannot  consider  it  as  improp- 
erly obtrusive^to  discuss  the  question,  whether 
the  commerce  of  this  country  ia  entitled  to  pro* 
tectioB.  I  ask  the  patient  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  $uch  arguments  as  shall  grow  out  of  the 
subject,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  lay  before  them 
with  as  much  precision  and  clearness  as  I  am 
able.  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  occupy  their  time 
by  a  full  development  of  them  as  the  imj)ortaoce 
of  the  question  deknands,  and  will  justify  it,  while 
the  errors  and  prejudices  that  encumber  and  em- 
barrass the  subject  render  it  necessary. 

Is  commerce,  then,  in  this  country,  entitled  to 
protection?  The  object  of  all  government  is 
protection ;  the  strong^  under  it,  are  more  efifectu- 
ally  protected  by  the  combination  of  their  strength 
with  tbe  power  of  weaker  interests — even  to  the 
strong  this  protection  is  necessary — but  it  is  more 
the  object  of  the  weak,  and  to  them  is  more  ne- 
cessary. How  obvious,  then,  is  the  violation  of 
the  object  of  ail  government,  if  the  weaker  inter- 
ests are  denied  protection  because  it  may  require 
some  sacrifices  from  the  strong?  Yet,  this  vio- 
lation isreally,  though  not  ostensibly  asserted  to 
be  jpstifiable  by  those  who  say  we  shall  not  exert 
the  national  energies  in  the  form  of  war  for  the 
protection  of  commerce.  Agriculture,  they  say, 
IS  the  great,  interest  of  the  country ;  and,  as  war 
will  require  of  it  great  sacrifices,  therefore  the 
protection  of  commeroe  ought  to  be  abandoned. 
And  is  it,  then,  true,  that  the  greatest  interest 
which  enjoys  the  protection  of  Government,  and 
exacts  of  tke  weaker  the  sacrifices  necessary  for 
this  end,  shall,  in  turn,  sufler  nothing  in  deieooe 
of  those  interests  with  which  it  is  associated  ?  No, 
that  is  too  monstrous  a  principle  to  be  asserted. 
But  gentlemen  say,  it  is  not  incumbent  on  a  Gov- 
ernment to  defend  the  smallest  interest  which 
claims  its  protection,  by  tbe  greatest  sacrifices  of 
which  it  is  capable — the  sufferings  of  war,  and  its 
calamitous  and  ruinous  consequences.  This  pro- 
tection of  ^ommerce  will  cost  more,  they  say, 
than  tvhe  object  is  worth,  apd  therefore  ought  not 
to  be  granted.'  These  positions  I  deny  ;  and  al- 
though I  admit  that  tbe  smallest  interests  of  :iO- 
ciety  are  not  to  be  defended  bjr  the  greatest  exer- 
tion— by  war— because  partialinterests  must  yield 
to  the  great  and  general  interests  of  society  ;  yet, 
every  other  interest  is  not  to  yield  to  the  greatest 
interest.  When  the  interest  in  question  ^comes 
a  general -one^  and  assumes- the  character  of  one 
of  the  great  interests  of  the  coramunitv,  its  de- 
fence demands  the  exertion  of  the  whole  power 
of  the  Government,  and  its  claims  are  not  less 
than  would  he  those  of  the  greatest  interest  un- 
der its  protection*    I  deny  that  war  is  ever  justly 
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fbuoded  on  a  calculation  of  mere  pecaniary  loss 
or  gak).  War  is  always  a  terrible,  and  not  qo- 
frequently  a  ruinous,  calamity,  and  can  be  com- 
pensated by  no  pecuniary  advantage;  this  cannot, 
therefore,  be  the  basis  of  political  calculation. 
War  ought  never  to  be  made  but  in  defence  of 
the  great  interests  of  the  community  ;  and,  in  such 
a  ease,  the  only  calculation  wJiich  should  be  made 
by  a  high-snirited  nation,  or  a  just  Government, 
is  the  calculation  of  the  national  ability  to  Wage 
the  war.  But  tl>e  subject  is  one  not  to  be  illus- 
trated by  argument.  It  is  plainer  in  itself  than 
it  can  be  made  by  reasoning.  When,  the  propo- 
sition is  submitted,  it  appears  to  cast  off  the  ad- 
ventitious aid  as  cumbrous  and  unnecessary.  Yet, 
there  is  a^  claim  of  peculiar  right  which  may  and 
ought  to' be  bdded.  It  pervaded  and  supplied 
greatly  and  deeply  the  motives  and  the  causes  of 
the  political  compact  un^  which  we  arie  assem- 
bled in  this  HalL  The  distresses  of  commerce, 
combining  with  the  other  suffering  interests  of 
the  country,  laid  the  foundations  of  this  happy 
Union,  andin  this  hour  of  mutual  peril  and  mu-' 
tnal  distress,  was  given  the  pledge  of  mutual 
protection ;  and  we  are  called  upon  now  to  de- 
clare whether  it  shall  be  forcibly  withheld  with- 
out being  justly  redeemed  ?  No  man  of  gener- 
ous feelings,  no  honest  statesman,  no  honorable 
member  of  this  House,  I  am  sure,  will  avow  such 
an  object.  How,  then,  can  |he  protection  of  com- 
merce, the  second  great  interest  of  the  nation,  be 
abandoned  ?  Or  will  you  say  that  cqmmerce  is 
protepled,  because  you  defend  the  worthless  sands 
of  the  seashore,  or  the  coo^fortless  dwellings  of 
those  devoted  to  commerce'?  You  will  detide 
their  feelings  and  mock  the  substance  with  less 
than  the  semblance  of  justice,  when  you  tell  them 
that  you  defend  their  altars  and  thei^  fire-sides, 
if  you  abandon  their' property  on  the  ocean,  whibh 
is  necessary  to  make  toe  one  cheerful  and,  at 
least,  useful,  to  carry  the  heart  with  gratitude  and 
tranquil  piety,  to  the  fbot  of  the  other. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  we  dare  not  act  on  the  principles 
Wbich  we  appear  to  profess.  Are  w^e  not  at  this 
moment  about  to  go  to  war  in  defence  of  our  vi- 
olated commerce  ?  Did  not  my  honorable  friend 
and  worthy  colleague,  (Mr.  Williams,)  the  other 
day,  in  a  strain  of  eloquence  which  did  equal 
honor  to  his  talents  and  his  patriotism,  put  the 
question  on  this  footing,  and  yet,  it  is  strange,  he 
'will  be  opposed  to  the  bill  before  you.  I  call 
upon  gentlemen  to  divest  themselves  of  the  pre- 
judices they  may  have  imbibed  on  this  subject; 
they  must  see,  at  this  moment,  in  the  measures 
iNrhich  they  have  just  adopted,  the  current  of  cor- 
rect feelings  impelling  them  on  their  object  in  op- 
position to  the  prejudice  of  opinion.  They  are 
going  to  war  in  defence  of  commerce,  in  oppo- 
•itiOB  to  their  declaration,  that  they  will  not  go 
to  war  in  defence  of  commerce. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  why  is  the  protection  of  com- 
merce distinguished  from  the  protection  of  agri- 
culture ?  The  interests  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce are  inseparable.  What  is  commerce  but 
the  exchange  or  the  surplus  produce  of  the  indus- 
try of  one  mdtvidoal  for  that  of  another,  the  sur- 


plus productions  of  one  nation  for  those  of  anoth- 
er 1  How  is  foreign  commerce  carried  on  ? 
By  agents  among  yourselves,  or  by  agents  in 
foreign  countries;  by  domestic  or  by  foreign 
capital  But  which  is  most  advantageous  to  the 
agriculturist?  Certainly,  your  own  merchants 
and  your  own  capital.  Half  the  number  of  agents 
at  home,  if  it  were  for  no  other  reason  than  their 
proximity,  will  do  the  business ;  half  the  domes- 
tic capital,  from  the  repeated  operations  of  which 
it  i^  susceptible,  will  effect  the  exchange.  It  is 
these  operations  which  constitute  commerce,  and  , 
it  is  this  commerce  which  makes  agriculture  val- 
uable. Every  facility  of  commerce  increases  the 
value  of  agricultural  productions.  Thus  it  is, 
that  the  commerce  of  our  farms  is  more  or  less 
valuable,  as  they  are  more  or  less  remote  frooa 
market ;  because,  as  they  are  more  or  less  remote 
from  market,  is  the  exchange  more  or  less  facile, 
these  resulu  are  equally  attendant  on  every  facil- 
ity or  disadvantage.  Kvery  expense  and  everr 
difficulty  of  transportation  and  exchadge  witn 
foreign  countries  diminishes  the  value  of  our 
agriculture.  But  no  facility  is  so  great  as  se- 
curity ;  and  to  give  this  security  in  time  of  war, 
your  ships  must  be  protected  on  the  ocean.  Sop- 
pose,  as  IS  in  fact  the  case  at  the  present  moment. 
Great  Britain  and  France  to  be  engased  in  hostil- 
ities with  each  other ;  the  difficulties  of  transporting 
your  produce  to  the  dominions  of  either,  are  in- 
creased by  the  spoliations  of  the  other.  Of  course, 
the  prices  of  your  produce  will  fall,  and  the  valne 
of  your  agriculture  will  be  diminished  by  every 
risk  and  every  expense  which  these  difficulties 
may  cause.  But  imagine  the  same  commerce  to 
be  protected,  and  exactly  in  the  degree  of  that 
protection  will  the  prices  of  yoUr  products  and 
the  value  of  your  agriculture  be  increased.  Sup- 
pose it  completely  protected,  and  the  agricultur- 
ist would  combine  the  advantage  of  war  prices 
and  profits  with  no  other  than  the  charges  of 
peace.  But  suppose  we  should  adopt  the  Chi- 
nese system,  as  it  has  been  called,  and  have  no 
ships  of  our  own ;  and  that  we  should,  as  we  do 
in  fact  at  this  time,  require  the  ports  of  France, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Continent  under  her  control, 
as  markets  for  our  agricultural  productions,  what 
would  be  the  consequence  7  British  ships  are  ex- 
cluded from  these  ports,  and  there  are  no  other 
foreign  carriers,  and  we  should  have  none  of  our 
own ;  how,  in  that  case,  would  we  convey  a  pound 
of  cotton  or  tobacco,  or  any  other  article,  to  these 
markets?  How  would  it  be  possible  to  render 
our  agricultural  productions,  which  are  consoined 
in  these  countries,  of  any  value  ?  Without  ships 
and  seamen,  and,  consequently,  withoutcommerce, 
df  what  value  would  all  our  agriculture  be  be- 
yond the  supply  of  '^meat,  fire,  and  clothes  ?'' 
And  is  not  this  nearly  the  state  and  situation  of 
our  present  unprotected  commerce  and  our  pres- 
ent languishing  agriculture  ?  But  were  our  com- 
merce effectually  protected,  did  our  flag  give  se- 
curity to  the  vessels  which  bear  it  and  the  proper- 
ty they  convey,  what  would  be  the  appreciation  in 
value  of  the  agricultural  products  of  our  countryi 
which  are  now  without  purchasers  and  prices? 
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It  has  been  said,  by  a  rtrong  and  lively  figure 
of  rhetoric,  that  this  country  is  a  great  land  aai- 
mal,  which  should  not  ventare  into  the  water. 
But  if  you  look  at  its  broad  high  back,  the  Alle- 
ganies,  and  its  great  sides  swelling  to  the  East 
and  to  the  West,  where  do  you  find  its  immense 
limbs  terminate?  Not  on  some  great  plain  which 
has  been  formed  for  their  reception,  but  in  two 
great  oceans,  the  Pacific  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
Atlantic  on  the  other.  The  figure  explains  the 
true  interests  of  the  country,  in  the  inseparable 
union  and  necessary  dependence  of  agriculture 
and  commerce.  The  God  of  Nature  did  not  give 
to  the  United  States  a  coast  of  two  thousand 
miles  in  extent,  not  to  be  used. ,  No ;  it  was  ip- 
tended  by  this  bountv  to  make  us  a  great  com- 
mercial people ;  and  snail  we  ungratefully  reject 
the  enjoyment  of  his  unexampled  benencence? 
No,  it  has  not  and  will  not  be  neglected.  A  great 
portion  of  our  people  exist  but  upon  the  ocean 
and  its  fruits.  It  has  been  eloquently,  and  not 
less  truly  than  eloquently,  said,  that  "the  ocean 
is  their  farm,"  and  it  must  and  will  be  protected. 
But  how  is  this  protection  to  be  afibrded  ?  I  will 
endeavor  to  prove  that  it  can  be  done,  and  done 
most  cheaply  and  efifectually  by  a  naval  force; 
and  if  I  succeed  in  this,  I  shall  hope  for  the  con- 
currence of  the  Committee.  No  proposition  ap- 
pears to  me  more  true  or  more  obvious,  than  that 
It  is  only  by  a  naval  force  that  our  commerce 
and  our  neutral  rights  on  the  ocean  can  be  pro- 
tected. We  are  now  going  to  war  for  the  protec- 
tion of  these  rights ;  but  in  what  way,  and  under 
what  circumstances?  The  mode  is  altogether 
accidental,  and  not  founded  on  the  permatrent  re- 
lations or  means  of  the  country.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  condemn  the  course  which  has  been 
taken.  It  has  had  mv  hearty  concurrence,  and 
my  zealous,  though  feeble,  support.  I  hope  it 
may  be  altogether  efiectual;  and  I  believe  it  will 
inflict  a  wound  which  will  be  felt  with  poig- 
nancy. But  it  is,  notwithstanding,  partial  and  ac- 
cidental; for,  if  Great  Britain  had  not  the  Cana- 
das  on  our  borders,  how  could  we  attack  or  resist 
ker,  armed  as  we  are  ?  If  we  p^sess  ourselves 
of  the  Canadas,  and  this  we  shall  certainly  do 
in  the  event  of  war,  how  and  where  shall  we  th«n 
continue  the  war  without  a  naval  force?  We 
shall  suffer  the  evils  of  war,  without  inflicting 
any  of  them  on  the  enemy.  We  cannot  send  our 
regulars  or  our  volunteers  on  the  ocean.  Does  it 
not,  then,  result,  inevitably,  as  the  dictate  of  com- 
mon prudence,  that  we  should,  as  soon  as  possible. 
commence  our  naval  preparations?  The  Naval 
EsUblisbment  of  the  United  States  has  been  here- 
tofore so  much  neglected,  that  it  is  at  present  in 
a  state  of  lamentable  depression;  and  the  ques- 
tion now  is,  whather  we  will  suffer  it  to  go  down 
entirely,  or  attempt  to  raise  it  up  to  some  degree 
of  respectability.  Some  gentlemen  sa^,  *4fyou 
had  asked  for  no  more  than  the  reparation  of  the 
frigates  in  ordinary,  we  might  have  granted  your 
request."  But,  for  myself,  I  would  not  thank 
any  gentleman  for  this  concession.  The  select 
committee  conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring 
the  qoettion  fully  before  the  House  in  the  shape 


in  which  they  have  expoqed  it.  Not  to  ask  mere<^ 
ly  what  it  would  do  to  assist  by  naval  co-opera- 
tioo,in  the  first  efforts  of  the  contemplated  strug- 
gle, but  principally  what  it  would  do  towards  es- 
tablishing and  perpetuating  a  respectable  naval 
force  for  the  protection  of  those  important  rights 
of  the  people^  which  are,  and  must  continue^  ex- 
posed upon  the  ocean.  Their  determination  was 
plainly,  candidly,  and  boldly,  to  speak  to  the 
House,  and  through  it  to  the  nation,  on  this  great 
question,  and  leave  its  fate  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
one  and  the  good  sense  of  the  other.  ■   *• 

That  a  respectable  Naval  Establishment  af- 
fords the  only  efiectdal  means  of  causing  ovr 
commercial  rights  to  be  respected,  will,  as  a 
general  proposition,  be  denied  by  few  persotos^  if 
any.  But  its  adoption  by  us  is  deemed  improper 
by  those  who  oppose  it,  on  the  grounds  of  the 
eoormous  expense  whieh,  it  is  said,  the  establish- 
ment will  necessitate^  and  the  inability  of  the 
nation,by  aiiy  force  Which  it  can  provide,  to  re- 
sist, with  effect,^ the  immense  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain.  Is  it  not  surprising,  that  so  much 
prejudice  should  exist  amidst  this  establishment 
on  account  of  itd  expensiveness,  when  itJs  ascer- 
tained that,  during  the  whole  eighteen- years  of 
its  existence,  from.  1794^  to  l6ll,  inclusive,  k  has 
cost  the  Government  only  $1^,175,695?'  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  be  tedious,  because  the  only  way  in 
which  I  hope  to  bring  conviction  home  to  the 
minds  of  the  House,  is  by  entering,  with  minute- 
ness and  precision,  i^to  a  dry  detail  of  figures  and 
statements ;  but  the  necessity  of  the  case  must  be 
my  apology  for  the  course  which  I  shall  take.  If 
the  House  shall  have  full  confidence  in  my  state- 
ments, much  will  be  gained  to  the  argument ;  for 
it  will  be  di,fficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  bearer 
to  follow  roe  through  an  examination  of  these 
details,  as  the  argument  projceeds.  For  this  con- 
fidence, therefore,  I  will  venture  to  hope.  I  be- 
lieve the  statements  on  which  I  rely  to  be  accu- 
rate, as  far  as  accuracy  is  material  to  the  discus- 
sion. I  will  state  them  with  candor,  and,  when 
I  have  concluded,  I  will  put  them  into  the  hands 
of  gentlemen  who  may  wish  to  examine  them, 
for  their  own  satisfaction,  or  to  refute  them.  The 
average  annual  expense  of  this  establishment,  so 
milich  censured  for  its  wasteful  and  improvident 
management,  has  but  little  exceeded  $1,500,000, 
which  is  not  much  more  than  twice  the  amount 
of  the  usual  annual  appropriation  for  our  eco- 
nomical Civil  List.  It  has  been  generally  sup- 
posed, that  it  has  been  much  more  expensive  than 
the  Miliury  Establishment,  but  I  will  show  that 
this  is  not  really  the  case.  The  expense  of  the 
Military  Establishment,  from  1791  to  1811,  incla- 
sive,  has  been  $37,541,669,  giving  an  annual  aver- 
age of  $1,700,000,  or  $200,000  per  annum  more 
than  that  of  the  Navy.  It  thus  appears  that,  in 
the  gross  amount,  as  well  as  in  the  annual  ex- 
penditure, the  Army  has  been  more  expensive 
than  the  Navy.  Compare,  too,  the  services 
of  the  Army  with  those  of  the  Navy,  and  it 
will  be  found  that  those  of  the  latter  have  been 
most  useful  and  most  honorable  to  the  nation.  I 
know  of  no  service  of  this  character  which  the 
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Army  hasperformed,  lezcept  the  defeat  of  the  In- 
dians by  Greneral  Wayne,  and  the  late  gallant 
afiair  on  the  Wabash.  The  Navy,  in  the  contest 
with  France  in  1798,  were  victorious  wherever 
it  encountered  an  eneiby,  and  probably  laid  the 
foundation  of  tliesu1)sequent  accommodation  with 
that  nation.  In  the  Mediterranean,  its  ezplbits 
cave  a  name  to  the  country  throughout  Europe; 
humbled,  in  ah  unexampled  manner,  the  pirati* 
cal  and  barbarous  foe,  and  crowned  itself  with  a 
reputation  for  intrepidity  and  heroism,  which  had 
not  been  exceeded  by  the  Exploits  of  any  nation, 
and  which  roust  ^o  dOwn  to  a  distant  posteritv.  I 
mean  not,  by  this  comi>arison,  to  say  anytning 
injurious  to  the  Army,  but  only  to  declare  that 
preference  to  whidh  I  tnink  the  naval  services  of 
the  country  are  entitled.  Admitting,  if  it  be  de« 
aired,  that  the  Navy  has  heretofore  occasioned  an 
expense  not  warranted  by  it$  force  or  its  services ; 
and  I  cannot  deny  but  that,  fVbm  a  variety  of 
causes,  the  expense  may  have  been  ui^necessarily 
great ;  an  argument  (iannot  thence  be  fairly  drawn 
against  its  future  use^the  contrary  is  the  fair 
conclusion.  Past  errors  lay  the  foundation  of 
future  improvement.  It  was  thus  the  greatest 
orator,  and  one  pf  the  greatest  statesmen,  of  anti- 
-quity,  reasoned.  The  great  Athenian  orator, 
when  rousing  his  countrymen  by  his  impetuous 
eloquence,  to  resist  the  ambition  of  Ailip,  de- 
•elared  that  it  was  on  their  past  iniscoflduet  that 
he  built  his  highest  hopes ;  for,  said  he,  *^  were 
we  thus  distressed,  in  spit^  of  every  vigorous  ef- 
ibrt  which  the  honor  of  our  State -demanded,  there 
were  then  no  hope  of  recovery."  So  may  we 
reason  in  this  case;  for  had  these  extraordinary 
expenses  b^en  the  result  of  good  economy,  then, 
indeed,  woald  th\;ir  dimination  be  hopeless ;  but, 
as  they  have  proceeded ^  from  a  wasteful  or  unskil- 
ful expenditure,  the  remedj  will  be  found  in  a 
veform  of  the  abuse :  to  efiect  this  reform,  is  the 
duty  of  Congress.  But  it  has  not  only  been  less 
expensive  than  the  Army,  but  it  may  be  proved, 
as  the  committee  have  declared  in  their  report, 
that  "^a  naval  force  within  due  limits  and  under 
proper  Tegulations.  will  constitute  the  cheapest 
defence  of  the  nation."  This  will  be  partly  proved 
by  a  comparison  between  the  expense  of  the  per- 
manent fortifications  of  our  maritime  frontier  and 
that  of  an  adequate  naval  defence.  The  experi- 
ence of.  modern  naval  warfiare  has  proved  that 
BO  fortifications  can  prevent  the- passage  of  ships 
of  war.  "The  present  fortifications  of  our  mari- 
time frontier,  though  they  are '  more  numerous 
and  better  than  they  have  been  at  aay  other  pe- 
riod in  our  historv,  cannot  prevent  an  inconsider- 
able naval  force  from  laying  many  of  our  tow4ia 
in  ashes.  Indeed,  it  is  believed  that  no  fortifica- 
tions which  can  be  erected  will  a  fiord  a  complete 
protection  against  such  attacks,  while  their  ex- 
pense woutd  be  oppressive  to  the  nation.  The 
-city  of  New  York  alone,  if  completely  fortified, 
would  require  a  further  expenditure  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  a  garrison  of  ten  thousand 
men,  and  then  might  be  laid  in  ashes  by  four  or 


^ousahd  miles  to  protect,  the  expense  of  which 


could  not  be  borne  by  the  nation.  A  better  de- 
fence would  be  furnished  by  such  a  naval  force 
as  would  give  you  a  mastery  in  the  American 
seas,  and  at  home  much  less  expense.  I  have 
taken  the  trouble,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  as 
a  member  of  the  select  committee,  to  ascertain 
the  expenditures  wbich  have  been  actually  made 
on  account  of  fortifications,  and  they  amount  very 
nearly  to  $6,500,000.  It  is  necessary,  in  fairness, 
to  state,  that  upwards  of  $2,000,000  consist  of  the 
permanent  appropriation  annually  made  ''for  for* 
tifications,  arsenals,  and  armories."  I  am  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  application  of 
this  appropriation  to  say  how  much  of  it  may 
have  been  expended  on  the  fortifications  of  the 
maritime  frontier,  but  gentlemen  may  make  any 
deduction  they  may  think  proper  on  this  account, 
it  will  not  vary  materially  the  general  result.  When 
the  present  fortifications  shall  be  completed,  and  the 
additions  made  which  will  be  authorized  by  the 
appropriations  of  the  present  year,  it  will  require 
fifteen  thousand  artillerists  to  garrison  them,  ex- 
clusive of  such  other  force  as  will  be  necessary  in« 
case  of  attack.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  this  subject,  which  is  among  the  printed 
documents  on  your  table,  requires,  for  the  present 
fortifications,  12.600  artillerists;  and  I  think  it 
fair  to  add  the  difierence  between  this  number 
and  15,000,  the  number  which  I  have  assumed, 
for  additional  fortifications  which  are  deemed 
necessary,  and  will  be  provided  for  by  the  appro- 

firiations  of  the  year,  Thefie  men  are  to  be  en- 
isted,  and  to  receive  land  and  |>ecuniary  bounties. 
If  the  lands  thus  given  be  estimated  at  two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  which  is  the  lowest  price  at  which 
the  officers  of  the  Government  are  authorized  to 
sell  the  public  lands,  and  rather  below  the  actual 
sales,  they  will  amount,  for  15,000  men,  to  $4,- 
800,000.  It  will  be  proper  here  to  show  that 
these  land  bounties  are  to  be  considered  as  an  ac- 
tual expenditure  to  this  amount,  as  it  may  be  sup- 
posed by  some  that  the  public  lands  are  in  quan- 
tity almost  without  limits,  and  that  any  number 
of  acres  may  be  disposed  of  in  this  way  without 
perceptibly  diminishing  the  public  wealth.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  case;  the  lands  given  in 
bounties  will  be  thrown  into  the  market  in  spite 
of  any  legal  regulations  that  can  be  devised,  and 
wilt,  to  their  extent,  supersede  in  the  market  those 
of  the  Government ;  they  will,  of  course,  be  sold 
lower  than  the  public  lands,  as  the  holders  will 
sell  at  the  price  at  which  they  may  be  able  to 
force  a  sale.  The  weight  of  this  argument,  how- 
ever, may  be  denied,  but  should  it  be  dimiqished 
in  any  degree  by  the  objections  which  may  be 
made  to  it,  the  diminution  will  be  more  than 
compensated  by  a  consideration  of  the  disadvan- 
tages which  the  present  States  will  suffer  in  hav- 
ing their  population,  already  too  much  scattered, 
spread  out  to  their  extremes,  a  disadvantage  more 
real  to  them  than  the  expenditure  of  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money,  nor  am  I  to  be  understood  in 
this  as  expressing  any  hostility  to  our  territorial 
settlements,  which  ought  to  be  treated  with  the 
.five  seventy-fours.^  But  we  have  a  coast  of  two  I  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  our  laws, 


and  the  kindness  which  they  claim  as  oar  breth- 
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ren  5  but  we  are  not  therefore  to  disguise  the  fact, 
that,  in  a  political  view,  the  diffusion  of  a  popu- 
lation, at  present  loo  little  condensed,  must  be  in- 
jurious to  those  whom  we  now  represent.  So 
much  has  been  said  of  the  land  bounties,  not 
merely  for  the  support  of  the  present  calculation, 
but  because  it  will  be  material  in  other  views  of 
this  subject.  It  probably  has  been  proved  that  it 
would  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  nation  to 
pay  the  estimated  amount  out  of  the  Treasury, 
were  the  money  there,  and  not  subject  to  more 
pressing  requisitions. 
Then,  the  land  boonties  may  be  estimat- 
ed at        - $4)800,000 

The  pecuniary  bounties  will  be  $240,000, 

whicKy  for  even  numbers,  call    -        -  200,000 


Then*  the  comparative  result  wiU  be : 
Original  cost  of  permanent  fortifications  and  their  de* 

fence        -        -        -        -        -        -    $11,600,000 

Original  cost  of  naval  defence      -        -        7,500,000 

Leaving  in  favor  of  naval  defence  a  bal- 
ance of     -        -  ,     -        -        -        -        4,000,000 

Annual  expense.— ^Of  fortifications,  gar- 
risons, &C.        -        -        .     .  -        -        6,000,000 
Of  naval  defence 4,600.000' 

Leaving  a  balance  in  &V01C  of  our  >jiaval 

defence  of         -        -        -        -        -     $1,500,000 


Add  to  this  sum  the  expenditures  for  the 
erection  of  fortifications     .        -        - 


5,000,000 
6,600,000 


And  Uiey  will  make  tiie  sum  of    -       -  $11,600,000 


'    This  sum  constitutes  the  first  expenditure  on 
account  of  the  permanent  fortifications  and  their 
defence ;  in  other  words,  the  first  cost,  and  is  ex- 
clusive of  annual  expenses — 
The  annual  estimates  for  the  suppiurt  of 

fifteen  thousand  men,  wiU  be    -        -     $4,500,000 
But  we  must  add  for  repairs  and  extraor- 

dinaries,  as  our  calculations  relate  to  a 

period  ofhostilities,  at  least       -        -        1,600,000 


M akingi  for  annual  expense,  the  sum  of    $6,000,000 


The  addition  for  extraordinaries  is  much  below 
the  probable  fact;  and,  for  the  correctness  of  this 
opinion,  I  beg  leave  to  appeal  to  my  honorable 
colleague,  the  Chairman  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, (Mr.  Williams,)  who  has  lately  and  fully 
turned  his  attention  to  the  subject,  and  request 
him  to  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong.    Now,  let  us 
inauire,  what  will  be  the  expense  of  such  a  Na- 
val Establishment  as  the  committee  have  pro- 
posed as  a  force  competent  to  the  defence  of  your 
coasting  trade,  and  your  ports  and  harbors.    I 
must  here  take  for  granted,  what  shall  be  proved 
in  the  progress  of  the  argument,  that  this  force  is 
competent  for  the  object  proposed. 
Then,  twelve  seventy-iburs  will  cost  in  building  and 
equipping,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  $333,000  each,  or  -     $3,960,000 
Twenty  frigates,  averaging  thirty-eight 
guns,  according  to  the  same  estimate, 
will'cost  $170,000  each,  or        -        -        3,400,000 


Say,  for  even  numbers 


.     $7,500,000 


The  annual  expense,  according  to  the  same 
estimate,  will  be— 
For  twelve  seventy-fours  $211,784  each, 

fij $2,500,000 

For  twenty  frigates,  $100,000  each       -       2,000,000 


$4,500,000 


It  is  necessarv,  said  Kir.  0.,  that  I  should  fortify 
every  fact  whicn  I  advance,  as^  I  proceed,  for  eve- 
rything is  denied.    It  is  accordingly  denied  that 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  are  to  b^  reKed 
upon,  for  it  is  said  that  the  estimates  of  that  de- 
p§irtment  h^ve  been  frequently  incorrect.    Thb 
may  have  been  the  case  in  some  instances;  but 
it  is  denied  that  any  of  these  errors  are  calcu- 
lated to  prove  the  present  estimates  to  be  incor* 
rect,  which  are  stated  by  the  Secretary  to  be  fall, 
and  which  are  founded  on  the  whol^  of  our  past 
experience.    The  materiality  of  accuracy,  haw- 
ever,  in  this  particular,  requires  that  every  doubc 
should  be  removed ;  and  it  shall  be  done,  if  satis- 
factory proof  can  produce  that  eflfect.   In  the  first 
place,  the  fulness  of  the  estintates,^  whicl;  is  the 
fact  we  have  to  prove,  is  con^rmed  by  the  fact 
aHeged  by  the  opponents  of  the  Navy,  that  the 
expenditures  on  this  object  have  been  wastefalljr 
and  unskilfully  made,  and  therefore  the  introdae- 
tion  of  better  economy  into  the  system  will  prob- 
ably diminish  the  expenditures/and  bring  tb^ia 
below  the  estimates;  it  will,  at  least,  give  an  as- 
surance of  their  codopetency.   But  I  will  confiriai 
the  adequacy  of  these  estimates  by  a  comparisoa 
of  them  with  the  expenditures  of  the  JBritish 
Qovernmei^t  on  their  Naval  Establishment.   The 
British  Government  has  never  been  distinguished,, 
at  least  not  in  modern  times,  for  great  economy. 
In  relation  to  a  navy,  loo,  we  have  many  advan- 
tages which  that  Government  does  not  enjoy— 
the  materials  of  a  naval  establishment  are  cheap- 
er with  us.    The  British  nation  iiii ports  nearly 
all  of  them  from  abroad— much  of  them  from  as«. 
We  have  nearly  all  of  them  within  ourselves^ 
We  know  that  ship-building  is  actually  and  prac- 
tically cheaper  witn  us  than  .with  them  ;  we  have, 
therefore,  the  advantages  in  these  particulars^ 
There  is  but  one'  in  which  they  incur,  or  can  ia- 
cur,  a  less  expense  than  us,  and  that  is  jn  the  sea- 
men who  man  their  navy ;  but  this,  as  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  their  estimates,  is  not  among 
the  largest  objects  of  their  expenditure.    Our  es- 
tablishment, if  properly  organized  and  managed*- 
and  these  are  objects  entirely  within  our  own 
power — must  be  cheaper,  in  proportion  to  its  ex- 
tent, than  that  of  Great  Britain.    Let  us,  thei^ 
compare  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  with  the 
experience  of  that  country.  My  honorable  friend,. 
(Mr.  Bassbtt,}  who  was  formeiiy  the  Chairman 
of  the  Commiuee  on  the  Naval  Establishment,. 
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and  who,  I  re^jret,  has  been  succeeded  by  one  so 
mdeh  less  ab^  to  do  jaslice  to  the  subject,  has 
been  so  obligiDg  as  to  put  in  my  haadti  a  state- 
ment of  the  naval  appropriations  of  Qceat  Brit- 
ain, from  an  early  period  to  the  present  time, 
from  which  I  have  selected  one  year  as  an  exam- 
ple. It  is  fairly  selected  ;  it  is  the  year  1801,  the 
year  in  which  the  peace  of  Amiens  was  concluded, 
and  in  which  I  believe  the  active  Naval  Estab- 
lishment of  Great  Britain  was  greater  than  in 
any  preceding  or  any  subsequent  year.  She  had, 
at  that  time,  in  commission  eight  hundred^ and 
thirty-three  vessels,  and  her  appropriations  were 
jei6,800,000,  equal  to  about  ^66,000,000.  This 
sum  included  the  usual  appropriations  for  build- 
ing and  repairs,. and  for- the  vessels  in  ordi- 
nary, ^ow,  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary,  for 
the  annual  eirpedse  of  twelve  seventy-fours  and 
twenty  fri^tes,  amount  to  8^,500,000,  which  is 
eonsiderably  more  than  one-fifteenth  part  of  the 
annual  expense  of  the  whole  British  navy  in  1801, 
while  it  is.  very  obvious  that  they  do  not,  in^num- 
ber  or  foKe,  amount  nearly  to  i^n  equal  propor- 
tion of  their  vessels.  With  this  proof  before  us, 
it  cannot  be  urged  that  the  estimates  on  which  i 
rely  are  not  sufficiently  lar^e.  But  to  prove  more 
Ifiaringly,  thou^  not  perhaps  in  ore  clearly,  that 
a  Naval  Establishment  is  the  cheapest  defence 
that  the  nation  can  employ,  permit  me  to  jnsti- 
tate  a  comparison  between  the  expense  of  the 
military  preparations  which  have  been  already 
aatliorized  and  recommended,  as  necessary  for 
the  present  year,  with  th©' whole  expense  of  the 
Naval  Establishment  from  its  institution  to  this 
day.  The  particulars  of  the  military  prepara- 
tions for  this  year,  jire— 

Bounty  in  money  to  thirty-five  thousand 

men          -        -        -        -        -        -  $660,000 

Bounty  in  land  to  thirty-fiYe  thousand 

men-  '.  .  .  .  -  •  11,900,000 
Estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for 

•apport    -        -        -        -  '     -        -  10,500,000 

Appropriations  for  volunteers        -        -  3,000,000 

Appropriationa  for  munitioos  of  war      -  Ij60Q,000 

Appropriations  for  fortificationa    -        -  1,000,000 


Extraordinaries 


37,760,000 
2,240v000 


$30,000,000 
Total  expense  of  Ihe  Navy  from  ita  in- 
.  fltitation   -        -        -        ....     ,87,176,000 


In  favor  of  the  Navy 


"C 


$2,826,000 


which  I  have  just  made  of  the  expenses  author- 
ized for  the  present  year  with  that  of  a  Naval 
Establishment  of  double  the  force  which  hasi 
been  supposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
the  select  committee,  to  be  sufficient  to  command 
the  American  seas,  and  to  protect  our  ports  and 
harbors. '  It  will  be  found  that  this  force  may  not 
only  be  built  and  equipped,  but  supported  for  one 
year  at  a  less  expense — 
Twenty-five  seventy-fours,  at  $338,000     • 

each,  will  cost $8,326,006 

Forty    frigates,    averaging   thirty-eight 

guns,  at  $170,000  each     ...        6,800,000 


In  the  estimate  of  tfie  expenses  authorized  by 
Congress  for  the  present  year,  I  have  included 
the  land  bounties,  as  a  fair  item,  for  (he  reasons 
already  urged ;  and  I  have  added  for  extraordina- 
ries only  $2,240,000,  which  is  much  below  what 
will  certainly  be  incurred,  should  the  troops  be 
called  into  service ;  and  here,  again,  I  appeal  to 
my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Williams)  to  cor- 
rect me,  if  I  am  wrong. 

Let  us  now,  a»  Airther  proof  of  the  superior 
dieapneis  of  naval  defence,  compare  the  estimate 


,    Annual  expense* 
Twenty-five  seventy-fours,  at  two  hun- 
dred and  eleven  thousand  dollars  each, 
wiU  cost        -        -        -    $6,276,000 
Forty  fiigates,  at  one  hun- 
dred    thousand     dollars 
each      .        •        -        .     4,000,000 


$16,126,000 


9,276,000 

$24,400,000 

Expense   of  military  preparations  au- 
thorized for  the  present  year      -        -    $30,000,000 


In  favor  of  Naval  Establishment 


$6,600,000 


Besides,. let  it  always  be  remembered  that  half 
this  force  is  deemed,  oy  those  most  competent  to 
decide  the  question,  sufficient  to  command  our 
-ports  and  harbors. 

The  superior  cheapness  of  naval  defence  seems 
to  me  to  be  satisfactorily  established,  and  I  am 
next  to  prove  that  the  force  proposed — I  mean 
twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates— are 
sufficient  to  protect  us  in  our  own  seas,  and  de- 
fend our  ports  and  harbors  against  the  naval  pow- 
er of  Great  Britain.  The  first  evidence  that  is 
ofiered  in  support  of  this  proposition,  is  the  opin- 
ion of  naval  men ;  and  it  the  representations  of 
any  man  may  be  relied  upon  with  confidence,  so 
far,  at  least,  as  that  they  are  not  founded  in  de- 
ception, I.  believe  those  of^  a  sailor  may  be.  By 
naval  men,  I  have  been  assured,  that  this  force  is 
adequate  to  the  object  proposed.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  slate  with  accuracy,  or  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  give  a  due  impression  of  them,  all 
the  reasons  which  they  ofi*er  in  support  of  tneir 
opinion,  but  among  them  are  those  detailed  in  the 
report  of  the  select  committee.  Indeed,  they  ad- 
vance the  opinion,  and  support  it  with  reasons,  the 
error  of  which,  if  they  be  erroneous,  I  am  imable 
to  discover,  that  it  will  require  the  enemy  to  em- 
ploy a  triple  force  to  put  himself  on  a  footing  of 
equality  with  that  of  the  United  States.  Their 
reasons  are,  ai  nearly  as  I  can  state  them,  these: 
there  must  be  stationed  on  our  coast,  at  any  given 
time,  an  equal  force  ;  this  force  cannot  be  fitted 
out,  unless  with  great  disadvantage  to  the  service 
In  point  of  expense,  and  in  respect  to  the  health 
of  the  crew,  for  much  more  than  three  months' 
service.  An  equal  force  must  be  put  in  requisi- 
tioD  and  kept  in  readiness  to  relieve  that  on  the 
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fitation.  But,  as  all  the  equipments  of  the  eoemy 
'IDUst  be  made  in  Europe,  the  force  destined  to 
.relieve  the  first,  must  be  despatched  by  the  time 
the  first  may  be  supposed  to  have  arrived  on  our 
•coast,  because  it  will  be  necessary,  at  a  period  as 
«arly  as  the  arrival  of  the  second,  for  the^  first  to 
return ;  hui  the  first  could  not  proceed  to  Europe, 
be  equipped,  and  return  to  relieve  th^e  second  in 
time ;  and  therefore  a  third  equivalent  force  is 
necessary,  and  thus  three  tiroes  the  force  of  the 
United  States  must  be  employed  by  the  eneniy 
to  place  himself  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  it. 
History  may  be  resorted  to,  with  confidence,  to 
prove  that  neither  Great  Biitain,  nor  any  other 
nation,  has  ever  been  able  to  station,  for  any  lepgth 
of  time,  in  distant  seas,  a  force  equalto  that  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  naval  men.  is  sufficient  to  ac- 
complish the  objects  proposed  by  ih*  committee — 
the  aominion  of  the  American  seas,  and  the  de- 
fence of  our  ports  and  harbors.  There  is  one 
fact  which,  above  all  others,  shows  the  inability 
of  Great  Britain  to  keep  a  large  fleet  on  our  coast. 
From  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North  to  the  tsth- 
mus  of  Darien,  she  has  not  a  port  fit  for  ni^val 
.equipment  or  repair,  except  Halifax;  and  if,  as 
the  opponents  of  the  Navy  seem  to  think  certain, 
and  I  hope  their  opinions  may  be  realized;  we 
shall,  in  ine  event  of  war,  deprive  her  of  that,  she 
will  oe  without  the  means  of  repairing  a.  disabled 
vessel  in  our  seas.  Under  such  circumstances, 
anythin^^  but  temporary  service  would  be  utterly 
impracticable. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  on  the  subject  of  the  British 
naval  force,  there  is  great  misconception.  The- 
high-sounding  number  of  a  thousand  ships  appals 
the  mind,  and  an  examination  of  its  actual  torce, 
and  the  numerous  requisitions  which  are  made 
upon  it,  is  usually  rejected  as«n  [die  labor.  Let 
this  examination  be  made,  and  at  lea^t  some  par| 
of  the  terror  which  it  excites  will  vanish.  Of 
the  ei^t  hundred  and  thirt)r*three  ships  which 
Great  Britain  had  in  commission  in  1801,  and. she 
never  had  more,  it  is  believed,  there  were  only 
three  hundred  and  eighty-three  that  exceeded  the 
size  and  capacity  of  the  large  privateers  that  will 
probably  be  fitted  out  by  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,in  the  event  of  war.  Ofth  is  last  number, 
there  were  one  hundred  and  forty-two  of  sixty-four^ 
guns,  and  above ;  twenty-two  between  fifty  and 
sixty  guns;  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  betwefen 
thirty-two  and  forty-four;  and  sixty-three  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  guns.  The  remainder 
of  the  vessels  in  commission,  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  sloops,  one  hundred  atMl 
forty- one  gan- vessels,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
hired  vessels.  Thesehired  vessels  are  small  vessels, 
of  from  four  to  ten  guns,  which  it  is  believed,  are 
only  employed  for  revenue- purposes.  This  re- 
view and  enumeration,  I  have  no  doubt,  proves 
the  actual  force  of  the  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
however  great  it  really  is,  to  be  much  inferior  to 
the  impression  almost  universally  received,  from 
the  high-sounding  boast  of  her  thousand  ships. 
Nor  has  the  actual  force  of  the  British  navy  been 
more  misconceived'  than  the .  application  of  it. 
The  common  impression  is,  that  the  Qoverametit 


can  direct  to  any  .given  point  almost  au  unlimiteii 
number  of  ships.  But  if  this  delusive  impression 
be  removed,  it  will  be  found  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ff ceatness  of  the  force,  the  points  to  which 
it  must  be  destined  are  so  numerous  and  dispersed 
as.to  put  it  all  in  requisition.  This  IwilL  prove 
by  reference  to  the '  distribution  of  her  fleets  ia 
1801.  [Here  Mr.  G.  read  a  «tatement  of  the  foreto 
and  distribution  of  the  British  fleet  at  that  time.] 
From  which  of  these  stations,  said  Mr.  C.,  couia 
she  have  spared,  with  safety  frod  prudence,  a  por^ 
tion  of  4he  foree  empioyjed  ?  Gould  she,  from  all, 
have  stationed  and  continued  in  our  seas  a  force 
which  would  have  been  equal,  under  the  disad- 
vantages which  have  been  pointed  out,  to  twelve 
seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates^?  How  muck 
less  would  she  have  been  able  to  have  furnished  a 
force  which  would  be  superior  to  a^  naval  axma- 
ment  whose  expense  should  equal  that  of  the 
military  preparations  of  the  present  year?  But, 
it  maiy/be  said,  that  the  ships  which  Great  Brit- 
ain has  in  ordinary  would  be  more. than  equal  to 
any  increase  Vhich  any  circumstances  would  re- 
quire. This  might  be  true,  were  her  seamen  ub- 
hmited  in  numbers,  ana  her  pecuniary  resources 
inexhaustlMe;  but  both  are  limited,-and  so  must 
be  her  naval  armament.  To  fit  out  vessels  which 
sh^  has  in  ordina/y,  would  require,  within  a  fiew 
thousand,  all  the  seamen  in  her  merchant  service, 
and  such  an  addition  to  her  annual  expenditure, 
as  the  nation  neither  would  nor  could  bear. 
The  true  object  of  inquiry  to  ascertain  her  effi- 
cient power  is,  what  vnumber  of  vessels  is  she 
practically  able  to  keep  ia  commission,  and  the 
ansWer  may  be  received  jn  a  sbape  the  most  un- 
favorable to  my  argument  yet  confirmatory  of  it, 
in  the  example  of  ^801,  the  year  which  I  have 
seleated  for  illustration,  when  it  i^  confidently 
believed  her  equipment  was  greater,  eombinini^ 
force  .and  numbers,  than  at  any  other  period  of 
her  history. 

.  [Here  Mr.  C.  closed  his  observations,  for  this 
day.] 

On  the  18th;  Mr.  C.  continued.^-I,  yesterday, 
contended  "that  the  sreat  commercial  ainl  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  nation,  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  country,  and  the  general  policy  and 
duty  of  the  Qovernnqrent,  concurred  in  req«iriog 
the  establishment  of  a  n^vy.  I  also  answered 
the  two  great  objections  which  are  most  re)ied 
upon  in  opposition  to  a  Naval  Establish meot. 
But  the  subject  must  be  considered  in  relation  to 
othertimes  and  to  other  Powers  with  whose  naval 
strength  we  shall  have  to  struggle.  ,  It  is  unwor- 
thy of  a  nation  looking  to  that  greatness  which 
must  be  our  destiny,  to  limit  its  views  to  a  single 
nation  whose  power,  however  great,  is  perish- 
able, and  whom  many  gentlemen  tiiink  to  be  now 
tottering  to  her  fall.  We  mast  take  the  whole 
extent  of  our  relations  into  view  in  considering 
this  question ;  and  in  doing  so,  we  cannot  keep 
out  of  sight  the  marine  which  the,  Emperor  ca 
France  is  so  industriously  and  anxiously  prepar- 
ing and  cherishing  in  the  ports  and  harbors. of 
those  under  his  control.  What-do  these  prepara- 
tions indicate?    A  settled  deiermioatioa  to  be- 
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come  a  mariume^ power.  And  is  it  not  worthy 
the  wisdom  and  forecast  of  this  oation,  to  look  at 
the  possible  co^sequenees  of  ihe  Union  of  such  a 
Ibree  with  his  irresistible  power  upon.iKe  land  ? 
It  Js  not  to  be  foeljeved  that  the  power  of  his  great 
eivemy  upon  the  ocean  will  induce  this  extraordi- 
nary man  to  relinquish  his  determination  or  re- 
lax his  exertions  to  create  a  navy.  Let  gentle- 
men not  misunderstand  me-rl  must  consider  the 
ruler  of  France  as  an  extraordinary  mao,  whether 
he  be  viewed  as  an  instrument  of  vengeanoe  and 
of  wrath,  in  the  hai^ds  of  au  AUwise'Provideace, 
to  chastise  us  here  below,  or  as^displaying,  in  the 
Boblest  manner,  the  (greatest -energies  with  wlitch 
hudwaity  has  been  endowed'.  1  mean  not  to  be 
his  panegyrist  or  his  reviler.  For  my  own  partr 
I  am  disposed  to  consider  hind  as  a  rod  of  chas^ 
tiaement.  to  the  nations  pf  the  earth;  but,  view 
him  as  we  may,  no  wise '  politician  can  believe 
Ibat  this  extraordinary  nian  is  governed  by  a 
short-sighted  policy.  ,  It  has  been  ,said  that  he  is 
an  enemy  tp  c6mmerce.  and  wi)ihes  tq  destroy  it 
eveA  in  his  own  dominions;  but  a  moiceidle  fan* 
cy  never  enteced  inta  the  mind  of  man...  Has  he 
possessed  himself  of  the  valuaJble  ports  of  the  .Bal- 
tic, of  Holland,  and  the  Mediierranean,  by  force 
and  by  stratasem,  for  i^  purpose  of  destrojring 
their  prineipal  vfilue  1  His  immediate  object^isj 
indeed,  to  make  wir  upon  commerce,  but  it  is  th^ 
oommeroe  of  his  enemy,  which  he  justly  copsid- 
evaas  the  most  vulnerable  point  of  attack — on  i^s 
fiill,  and  thrconsequent  fall  of  Briti^  hayal  great- 
ness, he  meads  to  estahlish  those  of  France.  Will 
genUemen,  theli,  say  that  we  afe  to  have  but  one 
nation  ii^  vtewin  our  i\aval  preparations  1  As- 
suredly, they  cannot;  and  therefore,  in  relation 
to  France  and  other  nationa4  besides  Gkeat  Brit- 
ain, if  any  naval  preparation  be  proper,  u4der  any 
circumstances,  we  ought  at  least  to  commences 
system  which  may-eitobte  us  to  meet  the  exig^n* 
eieb  of  future  times..  We  now  say,  we  cannot 
encounter  the  strength  jof  the  British  lion,  because 
we  are  not  prepared — delay  your  prepakutions, 
and  yon  must  hereafter,  on  the  same  fMrinciple, 
declare  you  dare  not  .engage  the  ferocity  of  the 
French  tiger.  But,  as  we  look  at  the  subject, 
the  prospect  opens  wider  to  our  view.  It  is  in- 
evitably certain  that  the  West  India  Islands  will 
in  time  become  independent-^they  must  be  oa- 
▼al,  and,  probably,  from  the  character  of  thejr 
population,  piratical — and  without  a  naval  force 
to  delend  our  commerce,  it  will  become  the  prey 
nf  pirates  and  buccaneers.  Bnt  look  still  fur-* 
ther,  at  Mexico,  and^  beyond  the  Isthmus  of  Da- 
rien,  to  South  America ;  all  of  which  must  be 
soon  independent;  they  in vst,  too,  become  gr^t, 
and  powerful,'  and  wealthy,  and  will  not.  proba* 
bly  lollow  our  example;  but,  consulting  their  in* 
terest^and  their  strength,  will  establish  a  naval 
power.  In  this  view,  we  ought  to  he  prepared 
lor  defence.;  but,  in  another  view,  we  will  want 
a  naval  force  to  prntect  that  profitable  commerce 
which  must  grow  out  of  the  proximity,  and  other 
relations  of  these  countries,  and  our  own,  ^ut 
which  Great  Britain,  who'aims  at  a  monopoly  of 
this  tirade,  will  not  allow  us  to  enjoy,  if  we  cani^ 


protect  it.  Thpre  is  another  objection  to  a  Naval 
Bstablisbment,  to  which  an  answer,  must  he  af- 
forded. It  is  allegedabat,  if  we  build  a  navy,  we 
cannot  man  our  ships  without  resorting  to  the 
odious  and  tyrannic  practice  of  impressment.  To 
this  objestion  a  ver^  satisfactory  refutation  may 
be  easily  given.  It  is  believed  by  many  that  the 
number  of  seaman  does  not  exceed  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand.  I  knoi^  not  the  cause  of  this  error — 
perhaps  it  may  proceed  from  some  estimate  which 
embraces  only  able  seamen,  and  excludes  the  class- 
es of  half  seamen  and  boys ;  both  of  which  Are 
included  in  the  crews  of  vessels  of  war  as  well  as 
merciiant  vessels.  To  prove  the  number  of  our 
seaqveo,  I  will  refer  gentlemen  to  ^*Blodget's 
EcoDomica."  where  it  will  be  found  that,  in  1806, 
including  the  classes  of  half  seamen  and  boys, 
the  number  was  1 10,000.  The  United  States  had, 
at  that  lime,  1,250,000  tons  of  shipping,  and  hav- 
ing now  1,488,773  tons,  they  must  have,  if  this 
writer  be  accurate,  about  125,000  seamen.  But, 
to  prove  this  fact,  like  others  on  which  I  rely,  so 
as  •  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  it,  I  will  show,  by  a 
comparison  of  our  present  tonnage  with  that  of 
•Great  Britain,  in  a  given  year,  and  the  relative 
number  Of  her  seamen  in  the  merchant  service 
in  the  same  year,  that  we  must,  from  the  amount 
of  our  tonnage,  have  nearly  the  number  which  re- 
sults from  this  writer's  estimate.  Qreat  Britain, 
ta  1790,  had  about  the  same  tonnage  which  we 
now  have,  viz :  1,460.823  tons,  which  were  man- 
ned by  112,556  seamen.  It  is  not  material  to  my 
argui^nt  which  number  be  taken;  but  if  we  re- 
collect, the  great  portion  of  our  tonnage  which  is 
ei^aged  in  the  coasting  trade,  the  vessels  employ- 
ed in  which  are  smaller,  and  will,  in  proportion 
to  their  tonnage,  require  more  bands  than  the 
large  vessels  employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  we 
may  be  authorized  to  take  Mr.  Blodget's  estimate. 
It  will  only  take  one-eighth  part  of  this  number — 
)[:about  fifteen  thousand-— to  man  twelve  seventy- 
fours  and  twenty  frigates.  It  is  not  to  be  expect- 
ed that,  in  the.  event  of  a  war  with  a  maritime 
power  of  strength,  half  our  seamen  will  continue 
•to  be  employed  in  the  merchants'  service.  Those 
discha/ged  will  be  happy  to  find  employment  in 
the  Navy.  The  embargo  and  non-intercourse 
laws,  it  is  well  known,  threw  into  our  maritime 
cities  a  great  number  of  seamen,  who  would  glad- 
ly have  entered  the  Navy  could  they  have  found 
employment  there.  But  it  is  supposed  they  would 
prefer  serving  on  board  the  privateers,  which 
would  issue  from  our  ports  in  such  numbers  and 
offer  such  advantages,  as  to  require  and  attract 
all  the  seamen  who  should  be  discharged  from 
the  merchants'  service.  This  is  very  improba- 
ble. There  would  be  upwards  of  sixty  thousand 
thrown  out  of  service^  which  would  be  a  number 
sufficient  to  man  the  force  proposed,  and  probably 
five  hundred  privateers  besides.  But  it  is  per- 
fectly in  the  power  of  th^  Govjernmenc  to  institute 
such  regulations  as  would  insure  a  sufficient 
number  of  seamen  for  the  national  service,  with- 
out any  direct  restraint  upon  their  will,  by  limit- 
ing, the  number  of  privateers,  should  it  be  neces- 
sary*   Taking,  however,  the  worst  view  of  the 
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subject,  it  would  be  OBoeeessary  to  resort  to  im- 
pressment. I  believe  the  nations  of  the  Conti- 
nent have  never  resorted  to  intipressinent  to  man 
their  fleets.  I  do  not  speak  with  certainty  as  to 
the  fact,  bat  I  believe  their  practice  was  to  cause 
their  seamen  to  be  registered,  as  oar  miHtia 
are,  and,  when  necessary,  a. portion  of-.tbem  was 
draughted  for  the  public  service.  It  will  h&rdly 
be  objected,  with  respect  to  seamen,  that  they 
cannot  be  sent  out  of  the  United  States.  I  pre- 
sume even  my  honorable  friends  over  the  way, 
(tife  Federal  gentlemen,)  will  waive  th^ir  objec- 
tion on  this  point.  I  feel  confident  that  they  will 
relax  a  little  in  their  Constitutional  dt^cultiesin 
favorof  our  Navy !  They  Will, indeed,  have  rea- 
son for  it.  The  service  is,  in  a  great  degree,  the 
peculiar  duty  of  our  seamen,  as  the  exertion  most 
always  be.  in  a  ^reat  degree,  for  tbeir  peculiar 
defence.  Their  home  is  on  the  ocean^  and  their 
defence  of  the  national  rights  upon  it,  may  fairly 
be  assimilated  to  the  defence  of  the  soil  oii  whicn 
we  live,  by  those  who  dwell  upon  the  land. 

Buty  while  it  is  contended  by  some  that  it  will  not 
be  in  the  power  of  the  nation  to  establish  an  ef- 
fective naval  force,  there  are  others  who  are  op- 
posed to  it,  lest  we  become  too  great  a  naval 
Power.  They  fear  tJhat  our  fleets  will  cover  the 
ocean,  and  seeking  victory  on  all  the  opposite 
sht)res  of  the  Atlantic,  involve  the  nation  in  op- 
pressive expenses,  and  in  wanton  and  habitual 
wars.  Such  objects  are  certainly  not  oontem- 
plated  by  the  rejjon  of  the  committee ;  nor  can 
such  events  possibly  happen,  as  long  as  we  re- 
main a  free  people.  The  committee  have  recom- 
mended such  a  navy  as  will  give  to  ^be  United 
States  an  ascendancy  in  the  American  seas,  and 
protect  their  ports  and  harbors;  The  people  will 
never  bear  the  establishment  of  a  greater  ibroe 
than  these  oMects  require.  The  reasons  whieb 
forbid  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  European  Pow- 
er, to  station  large  fleets  in  our  seas,  will  equally 
forbid  us  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  or  go  into  distant 
seas,  for  the  purpose  of  frequent  or  habit\ial 
wars. 

But  a  navy  is  said  to  be  anti-republioap.  be-' 
cause  it  was  opposed  by  the  Republicans  in  1798« 
I  apprehend,  however,  that  it  was  then  objected 
to,  not  because  it  was  anti-republican  in  itself^ 
but  because  the  Republicans  of  that  time  believed 
>t  was  to  be  employed  for  improper  objects ;  be- 
cause, while  it  was  unnecessary  at  the  time,  it 
was  of  sucb  a  nature  as  only  fitted  it  for  tbetime, 
because  it  was'part  of  a  system  which  embraced 
unnecessary  armies  and  unnecessary  taxes  and 
loans,  to  continue  a  war  beyond  the  just  objects 
of  war — a  war  which,  to  use  the  language  of 
the  day,  was  to  be  waged^by  every  man,  woman, 
and  child,  in  the  natiob,  to  which  we  are  op- 
posed. 

We  are  told,  also,  that  navies  have  ruined  every 
nation  that  has  employed  them ;  and  England, 
and  Holland,  and  Venice,  and  other  nations,  have 
been  mentioned  as  examples.  The  vaat  debt  of 
Great  Britain  is  declared  to  be  among  the  per- 
nicious fruits  of  her  Naval  Establishment.  This 
I  deny.    Her  debt  has  grown  out  of  her  profuse 


subsidies,  /and  her  absurd  wars  on  the  land* 
Though  the  ruin,  which  is  supposed  to  threaten 
England,  is  attributed  to  her  nayy,  it  is  obvioos, 
thai  her  navy  alone  has  saved,  and  still  saves,  her 
from  ruin.  Without  it  she  must,  long  since, 
have  yielded  to  the  power  of  France  her  independ- 
ence and  her  liberties^  We  are-  told  that  the 
same  wealth  which  she  has  expended  in  support- 
ing her  navies  would'  have  been  employed  more 
profitably  for  the  nation  in  the  improvement  of 
Its  agriculture  and  manufiEiotures,  and  in  the  et* 
tablishment  of  canals  and  roa^s,  and  other  inter- 
nal improvementsv  But  experience  is  better  than 
theory.  Let  us  compare  Ehgland  with  nationa 
which  l^ave  no  navies,  or  comparatively  incon- 
siderable navies^  The  nations  of  the  Gonti^nt 
of  Europe  are  without  such  overgrown  and  ruin* 
OU8  Naval  Establishments,  but  do  you  there  find 
the  highest  iraproveHKnts  in  agriculture,  the  mosC 
floii^rishinff  manoiactures,  or  the  best  roads  and 
canals?  No,  U  is- in  thia  nation,  that  haa  been 
ruined  by  her  navy,  that  you  findall  these  im* 
provementf  most  perA;et  and  most -extended.  I 
mean  not  either  to  be  the  panegyrisi^of  England  j 
but  these  trarhs  may  be  deelared  for  our  instrac- 
tion,  without  suppk'essin^  the  feelings  excited  by 
the  wroAgs  she  has  done  us.  England  has  not, 
thed,  I  conclude,  been  destroyed  ot  impoverished, 
but  preserved  and  enriched,  by  ner  navy.  Waa 
Holland  ruined  by  her  navy?.  No;  surrounded 
by  the  great  Powers  of  the  Gontinent,  with  a  pop- 
ulation not  exceeding  2.000,000  ^f  souls,  she  pro* 
tected  and  secured  her  independence  for  more 
than  a  century,  against  her  powerful  neighbon, 
by  means  of  her  commercial  ,rich^.  which  were 
cherished  and  defendediiy  her  naval  power.  Did 
Venice  owe  her  <lecline,  or  &ll»^to  her  navyl 
While  ibe  neigbborior  ItaHan  States  wefe  snb- 
dqed,  year  after  year,  en anging  their  masters  and 
their  tyrants,  she  long  continued  to  ride  trium- 
phantly amidst  the  storm,  independent,  and,  in  a 
great  degree,  free.  It  was  her  naval  and  com- 
mercial power  which  made  her  rich  and  great, 
and  secured  her  ^existence  as  a  Biate  so  lonf. 
Look  even  at  the  little  Reppblic  of  GkAoa,  whose 
inhabitanu,  but  for' its  commerce  and  its  navy, 
would  scarcely  ever  have  possessed  ^*  a  local  hab* 
itatiQn,"^t>r  "a  name  I"  Bat  I  must  have  exhaust- 
ed the  patience  of  the  Hottse,  I  will  therefore 
conolode.  the  observations' lyhich  I  propose  to 
make  oq  the  general  merits  q^  the  question. 

I  must,  however,  yet  be  pardoned  for  making 
a  few  reniarks  on  the  particular  provisions  of  the 
bill.  The  committee  cbnsidered  it  their  duty  oo% 
to  litnit  the  objects  of  the  report  lo  such  prepa* 
rations  as  it  might  be  proper  or  expedient  to  make 
to  meet  the  present  national  exigency,  but  also 
to  bring  distinctly  and  explicitly  before  the  House 
the  more  important  question,  whether  the  Nav^ 
of  the  United  States  should  be  cherished  and  sup* 
ported  with  a  fostering  hand,  or  he  at^nce  aban- 
doned ?  Both  these  objects  are  embraced  by  the 
bill.  The  first  section  provides  for  the  repair  of 
the  iVigates,  which  are  now  in  ordinary.  The 
question  presented  by  this  section  the  House  have 
already  decided  by  the  adoption  of  one  of  the  res- 
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olotioDs  of  the  CommiHee  of  ForeigD  Rektions^ 
which  «mbFttced  the  sabjctct.  The  second  sec- 
tion provides  for  the  building  of  a  HiQited  nnm- 
ber  of  frigates,  areraging  thirty-eight. guns.  It 
is  my  intention,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  to  moi^e,  when  tfie  section  shall  occur,  ' 
to  fili  the  bUink  with  the  number  ten— the  appro- 
priation proposed  is  one  million  of  dollars.  The 
sum  necessary  to  complete  these  frigates  would 
be,  including  the  sum  proposed  to  be  appropri- 
ated, $1^700,000  y  but  the  present  appropriation  is 
limited  to  one  million,  because  it  will  probably 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  thepres- 
ent  year.  The  Uoited  States  haie  not,  uatortu- 
nately,  from  the;  little  attention  heretofore  paid  to 
this  subject,  the  materials,'  particularly  properly 
seasoned  tio^ber,  necessary  to  build  these  vessels 
immediately.  Noil  is  the  article*  of  timber  of  the 
best  quality  speediiy  .to  be  procured ;  and  it  is 
therefore  intended,  unless  the  exJlifencies  of  the 
country  for  naTnl  defence  shall  render  it  imperv- 
OHsly  necessary  to  proceed  with  more  expedition, 
only  to  put  it  is  the  power  of  GtoyernmefH-to  pro- 
yide  the.  mater ials|  and  make  such , progress  as 
may  be  coniistent  with  the  durability  and  sub- 
stantial value  of  the  vessels,  for  which  an  appro- 
priation of  one  million  of  dollars  is  deem^  suffi- 
cient. The  committee  would  have  recommended 
seventy-fours  in  preference ;  but,  as  the  United 
States  possessed  the  materials  only  for  fo«r  ves- 
sels of  tlHs  description,  and  as  ten  or  twelve  would 
be  necessary  to  meet  tbo  objects  for' which  they 
are  supposed  to  be  ptinci pally  .qualified,  it  wav 
thought  besi,'  by  a  major itjf  of  the  committee,  to 
rely  at  present  on  the  services  of  smaller, vessels, 
as  they  will  probably  form  a  more  active  and' 
more  efficient  cruising  force,  v 

The  ne£t  section  ^iropoees  the  erection  of  a 
dock  for,  the  repair  of  the  vessels  of  the  Navv. 
1c  will  be  useful  and  economical,  though  we  should 
mot  increase  the  size  or  the  number  of  our  shij)^ 
but  it  is  considered  indispensable,,  if  we  shall 
add  large  ships  to  our  naval  force.  The  appro- 
priation required^ibr  this  object  is  only  one  ami- 
dred  thousand  doUju-s. 

The  next  sejstion  proposes  an  appropriation  for 
tbe  ptU'pose  o{^  procnring  ship  timber.  It  is  in- 
tended to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  three  ^ears, 
audit  is> hoped  and  believed- this > appropriation 
will  be  sufficient  to  provida  the  timber  which 
may  be  necessary  for. the  construction  of  aiiy 
navy  which  the  United  States  ought  at  present 
to  contemplate. 

It  is  intended  by  another  section  of  the  bill,  to 
separate  the  gunboats  from  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment; they  appear  to- have  no  proper  connexion 
with  it,  and  swell  very  much  the  expenditure  of 
the  Naval  Department.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  esti- 
mates for  the  pre^nt  year  for  the  annual  expense 
of  sixty-two  gunboats,  are  9750,000,  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  whole  estimates  of  the  department 
for  the  year.  An  expense  altogether  dispropor- 
tioned  to  their  stility,  and  which  depresses  the 
general  character  of  the.  establishment.  In  con- 
se^ltence  of  the  provision  contained  in  thia  sec? 


tibn,  no  furlhel^  appropriation  will  be  required  for 
the  service  of  lii^  year,  in  eonseqnence  of  the 
frigates  now  in  ordinary  being  put  in  service ;. as 
the  frigates,  when  repaired,  will  more  than  sup- 
ply the  piaoe  of  the  gunboats,  while  their  expense 
will  not  be  so  great ;  the  appropriation,  therefore, 
for  the  gunboats  may  be  applied  to  them  or  the 
frigates  in  the  alternative.  The  appropriation 
for -the  repair  of  the  frigates  in  ordinary  must  fol- 
low, of  course,  the  vote  of  the  House  on  the  reso- 
lution, which  I  have  before  mentioned  ;  therefore, 
the  additional  appropriations  contained  by  the 
bill,  amount  only  to  91,300,000,  which  must  be 
considered  as  very  small,  when  we  contemplate 
the  large  expenditures  authorized  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  the  greatness  and  vital  imporUince  of 
the  objects  to  which  these  appropriations  r-elate. 

NOTE. 

Statements  referred  to  tn  the  argummt. — Qompara' 
tive  expense  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 


Year. 

Military  EsUb'nt 

Naval  EsUb'nt. 

From  Mar.  4, 

. 

. 

1789,  to  Dec* 

31, 1791 

$633,804  03 

1792 

1,103,048  47 

1793 

1,132,443  91 

1794 

2,589,097  59 

$01408  97 

1795 

2,423,385  81 

410,562  03 

.  1796 

1,246,337  82 

274,784  04 

'1797 

1,002,299  04 

382,631  89 

1798 

1,989,692  39 

1,381,347  76 

1799 

2,405,669  17 

3,858/}81  84 

1800 

2,517,409  99 

3,448,716  03 

1801 

1,600,000  08 

2,111,424  00 

1808 

1,179,148  20 
822,055  85 

915,821  87 

1803 

1,246,317  89 

1804 

875,923  93 

1,273,860  25 

1806  .  . 

712,781  28 

1,597,500  00 

1806 

1,224,355  38 

1,649,641  44 

1807    - 1 

1,288,686  91 

1,772,064  47 

1808 

2,900,834  46 

1,884,067  80 

1809 

.3,346,772  17 

2,427,758  80 

1810   *  - 

8,700,000  00 

1,660,000  00 

/  1811 

2,900,000  00 

4.870,000  00 

$37,541,669  00 

$27,175,979  00 

'     British  Nany^  at  the  peace  of  Amiens^  in  1801. 
In  commission  *......    883 

Receiving  ships        -        -        -        -  '      -        -24 

Serviceable,  and  repairing  for  service  - .  -  11 
la  ordinary  at  difierent  ports  -  •  -  -  50 
BuUding ...29 

Total-        -        .        .        .        -946 

.Comparison  of  American  and  British  tonnage  and 
seamen,  in  sundry  years, 

Ambbicav. 

In  1806,  1,250,000  tons ;  110,000  seamen  and  beys. 
In  1811, 1,424,788  tons;  125,000  seamen  and  bojs. 
In  1810,  vrere  bnilt- 127,675  tons  of  new  shipping. 
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In  1790,  1^460,838  tons;  113,656  «eamen  and  bojs 

In  1791,  1,611,411  ton*;  117,044  Mamen  and  bcfys 

In  1792, 1,640,14^  tons;  118,366  teamen  and  bojs 

^      In  1800,  1,905,438  tona  \  148,661  aeamen  and  boya. 

Vtnek  tmnuaUy  bf^U. 

In  1798,  tona 89,319 

In  1799,  tone  •        -        .        •  '     .        •    98,044 
In  1800,  tone  •        -        .    ^  .      , .        *  126^268 

Saturday,  January  18. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  from  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  eogaged  in  the  late  expedition 
on  the  Wabash,  praying  for  remuneration. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ninian  Pinkney,  wiiich  was  twice  read  and 
committed* 

Mr.  CoNDiT  called  up  for  coosideration,  a  reso- 
lution which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  &ome 
days  ago,  requesting  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  information  respecting  seamen  im- 
pressed into  the  service  of  Great  Britain  ;  agd  the 
House  havioff  agreed, to  consider  it,  Mr.  C.  pro- 
posed a  modification  of  the  resolution,  by  insert- 
ing the  words,  "and  which  information  has  not 
been  heretofore  CQinmunicated."  He  proposed 
also  an  additional  resoluiioii  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee,  to  arrange  all  the  information  on 
this  subject,  of  which  Congress  was,  or  mifi^ht  be 
in  possession,  into  one  view,  for  the  use  of  such 
of  the  new  members  as  mi^ht  not  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  these  par- 
ticulars. 

The  adoption  of  these  resolutions  wis  ob- 
jected to,  as  unnecessary.  It  was  stated  that  cart- 
loads of  documents  bad  been  already  had  on  this 
subject;  that  by  continual  calls  upon  the  Execu- 
tive, that  department  was  kept  fully  employed  in 
answering  these  demands,  when,  perhaps,  more, 
important  business  required  their  attention;  that 
no  member  could  want  information  oi^  this  sub- 
ject^ after  the  volumes  which  had  been  published 
upon  it;  but  if  there  were  any  such,  they  had 
only  to  apply  to  the  Clerk's  office,  or  tne  library, 
to  be  fully  satisfied. 

The  first  resolution  was  rejected — the  last  was 
agreed  to  by  a  smalt  majority,  and^  oommittee 
of  five  members  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  bill  for  amend tng 
tiie  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington,  was  re- 
committed to  tbe  select  committee  who  reported 
it;  for  amendment. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  cominu- 
nication  from  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  containing 
a  report  on  the  subject  of  finishinfi;  the  public 
buildinsr,  commonly  called  Blodget's  Hotel,  which 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

NAVAL  B8TABH8HMENT. 

The  House  then  resolved  iiself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  Navy  bill ;  when  Mr. 
Cheves  finished  his  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as 
given  in  full  io  preceding  pages^ 

Mr.  Sbtbbrt. — I  rise  under  a  pressure  of  more 
ihaA  ordinary^  embarrassmeot—pradeDce  on  one 


hand  bids  me  shrink  from  the  task  which  I  am 
about  to  undertake;  whilst  on  the  other  hand,  a 
conscious  duty  impels  me  to  engage  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  n6w  before  the  honor- 
able Committee.^  M^r  friend  from  South  Car- 
olina ^Mr.  Cbbves)  sayrs  thi?  question  is  all  im- 
portant to  thjs  nation  ;.  in  this  I  perfectly  coincide 
with  him,  and  therefore  cannot  rest  satisfied  with 
a  mere  vote  on  this  occasion.  Sir,  it  is  not  my 
intentidn  to  fohow  the  gentleman  from  Soutn 
Carolina  through  all  the  windings  of  the  labyrinth 
into  which  he  bas'ventured  to  penetrate.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  chase  reason  on  the  wing.  This 
subject  is  one  which  may  be  demonstrated  by  fig- 
ures and  calculations— its  investigation  shall  be 
attempted  in  thb  way.  ' 

The  gentleman  froYn  South  Carolina  and  my- 
self do  not  differ  asregardsihe intimate  connexion 
of  (he  agricultural  and  comtnercial  interests.  Oa 
this  part  of  the  subject,  he  has  left  nothing  farther 
to  be  said.  But,  sir,  he  mistakes  when  he  re- 
marked, that  it  was  the  common  sentiment,  that 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  protectedr-at  any  rate,  for  one,  I  will  not  be 
considered  subject  to  this  accusation,  though  I 
shall  maintain,  that' we  cannot  pit>tect  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  on  the  ocean.  The  fkett 
in  support  of  this  opinion  will  be  stated  presently. 
In  common  with  my  friend,  I  will  lay  before  this 
Committee  **a  dry  detail  of. facts.''  I  hope  gen- 
tlemen will  indulge  me  with  a  portion  of  their 
timey  though  there  may  not  be  much  pleasure  in 
hearing  such  details.  I  will  not  particularly  fol- 
lowthe  gentleman  in  his  comparison  of  the  Army 
and  Naval  EstablLshnrents  dr  the  United  States. 
He  4ias  stated  to  -us  that  the  Army  has  cost  this 
nation  mU9h  more  than  the  Navy  j  he  concludes 
we  ouffht  to  be  equally  liberal  in  our  appropria- 
tions for  both  these  purposes.  Sir,  I  perceive  no 
reason  in  this  assertion.  Some  ^ntlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  may  say,  that  we  have 
been  lavish  in  our  appropiations  for  an  army; 
even  adqaitting  that  in  t^is  respect  wie  have  been 
liberal  to  extravagance,  it  surely  cannot  be  infers 
red  that  we  should  make  ourselves  dotibly  guilty 
of  this  charge.  I  will  agree  to  make  appropria- 
tions for  the  establishing  a  navy  for  the  Udited 
Stated.  The  gentleman  frOm  South  Carolina  has 
told  us,  that  when  the  war  which  we  are  about  to 
wage,  shall  be  over,  our  Army  will  leave  tis. 
Sir,  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  on  such  an  event  the 
military  jriH  be  readily  disbanded— a  dread  of  the 
contrary  gave  much  uneftsiness  to  many  a  few 
days  since — this  is  just  what  we  wish  should  take 
place.  On  the  other  hand,  said  he, '*' your  proud 
Navy,''  will  remain.  It  is  for  this,  with  many 
other  reasons,  -why  Ilim  opposed'  to  a  navy.  I  ' 
wish'  he  eould  have  proved  to  us,  that  with  the 
end  of  the  war  the  Navy  would  also  leave  us ; 
perhaps  I  should  then  agree  with  him  In  favor  of 
its  Establishment :  though  the  *'proud  Navy"  will 
remain  with  us,  he  has  neglected  to  teH  us  at  what 
rate  of  expense. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  SoQth  Carolina  say^ 
many  oppose*  a  navy,  because  they  deem  it  an 
anti-repubHcao  inttitntion.  -  On  this  Mead,  I  shall 
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vrmark  bat  little :  Twill  only  ask  if  k  is  to  remain 
with  us  in  times  of  peace  with  its  numeroos  train 
of  officers,  may  it  not  become  a  powerful  engine 
in  the  hands  of  an  ambitious  E^cecutire? 

Sir,  it  was  thought  proper  to  make  the- forego- 
ing remarks  as  preliminar|r  to  the  subject  The 
ftnestion  of  a  Naral  Establishment  for  the  United 
states  more  especially  concerns  those  whoin habit 
connAercial  di^triotk.  As  one  of  these  I  am  much 
interested.  Many  persons  •maintain,  that  a  n«\nal 
system  of  defence  is  in^ispen'sably  necessary  to  a 
nation,  whose  seaboard  extends  more  than  1,500 
miles,  with  a  shipping  interest  amountiogtol^SOO;- 
000  tons — in  this  respect,  tanking  the  second  df 
modern  nairons.  The#rgnment  is  as  specious  as  it 
is  i^auisible ;  it  is  liable  to  many,  and  in  iby  opt»- 
ion,  to  insuperable  objectbns.  The  proposition 
before  us  will  be  considered  as  leading  to  a  per- 
ffumeYttNaral  Establishment,  Thiseourseiswar- 
nmted  by  the  report  of  the  Secretaty  of  the  Navy, 
•s  well  as  by  the  mode  which  was  pbrsoed  by  mv 
friend  from  Soo4h  Carolina.  I  shall  not  hesi- 
tate to  declare  mv  decided  opposition  to  such  an  es- 
tablishment, and  will  proceed  to  state  the  objec-j 
tions  whereon  my  opinion  is  grounded.  S^ir,  I 
deem  it  inexpedient  tONOommence  apermanent 
Ii|aval  Establishment  at  this  time.  We  are  quite 
unprepared  for  it-^we  are  in  want  of  all  the 
necessary  materials ;  though  we  have  been  told 
that  our  forests  abound  in  all  the  necessary  tim- 
ber, it  was  said  little  of  this  material  was  to  bcf 
found  in  our  dockyards.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  told  us,  that  a  sufficiency  of 
seasoned  timber,  to  build  four  seVenty-fours,  was 
BOW  oh  hand,  and  that  the  pi^pper  antnority  deeni- 
^d  it  advisable  to  be  used  for  frigates.  Sir.  this 
timber  is  a  portion  of  that  which  was  purchased 
some  year^  since,  for  the  purpose  of  buildtiig  six 
seventy-fours.  It 'now  appears,  that  of  this  tim- 
ber as  .much  as-was  sufficient  for  two  of  these 
vessels,  has  been  employed  to  build  smaller  ves^ 
sels  or  gunboats.  I  presume.  This  is  all  a  piece 
with  our  pretended  economy. «  This  mode  or  pro- 
ceeding will  not  answer,  mr.  -  We  are  in  the  wrong 
from  the  eommencement  of  our  Navy.  I  do. not 
Wish  it  to  be  understood  .that  i  bave  decided  « 
navy  will  never  be  ajproper  mode 'of  defence  for 
this*  nation — but  whenever  it  shall  be  <|eternuned 
on,  we  should  begin  righx ;  this  can  only  be  done 
by  following  those  nations  who  have  had  most 
experience  on  the  subject. '  Our  first  step  should 
be  tb  store  away  the  proper  timber.  This  should 
be  done  in  titles  when  we  can  best  afford  it — in 
times  when  our  market  is  glutted — in  times  when 
labor  can  be  commanded  at  fair  prices-^at  a  pe- 
tiod  when  we  enjoy  peace,  and  sorely  Mt  when 
wt  are  about  to  engage  in  a  wy.  We  have  here- 
tofore paid  the  highest  price  for  every  article  $  we 
bave  given  double  wages  for  labor ;  andinstances 
might  be  mentioned,  when  the  workman  were 
transported  in  stage  coaches,,  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense, from  pur  large  seaport  towns  to  the  navy 
jrard  of  this  city.  Contracts  for  timber  were  made 
m  haste  and  at  a  very  advanced  price.  As  soon 
as  H  was  obtained,  it  was  put  together,  and  in  a 
§em  iQonths  we  saw  it  floating  in  the  form  of  a 


ship  of  war — rtaien  ship,  |  may  sayr,  sir,  for  I  be- 
lieve without  exception  m  the  frigates,  which 
were  built  by  the  United  States,  the  more  impor- 
tant piirts  decayed  add  were  rotten  in  two,  three, 
or  foop  years.        .  ' 

In  manv  instances  the  expense  for  repairs  was 
equal  to  the  original  coit.  A  single  frigate,  the 
Constitution,  has  cost  for  repairs,  from  October, 
1802,  to  March;  1809,  the  enormous  sum  of 
$302,582  21,  or  upwards  of  $43,000  per  annum 
for  seven  years  in  succession.  Sirj  we  are  not 
without  some  ^  consolation"  on  this  item.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  letter  of  December 
1,'1809,  has  drawn  our  attention  to  the  subject. 
I  beg  leave  to  be  permitted  to  read  his  remarks  to 
the  Committee  r  ''  The  sum  transferred  in  aid  of 
^  the  appropriation  for  repairs  of  vessels  may  ap- 
'  pear  Urge;  but,  pursuing  the  spirit  of  the  act  of 
^  3l8t  January,  1809,  it  was  determined  that  the 
^repairs  made  should  be  thorough  and  complete. 
'  In  doing  this,  the  disbursements  have  certaiiily 

*  been  heavy.  The  price  of  naval  stores,  greatly 
'  and  suddenly  enhanced,  has  greatly  contHbuted 
^  to  swell  them  to  their  present  amount.  Ooe  very 
'  consoling  cireumslance  for  these  heavy  disburse- 
'  meats  arises  out  of  the  fact,  that  all  the  vessels 
'repaired,  especially  the  frigates,  have  been  so 
^  much  improved  in  their  i^'mament,  tj^eir  other 
''fitmen|s,  and  their  sailing,  that  the  mostexperi- 

<  enped  practical  men  pronounce  th^m  to  be,  at 

<  this  time,  greatly  superior  in  all  respects  to  what 

*  they  were  when  first  fitted  out  from  the  stocks." 
I  confess  sir,  I  am  dissatis6ed  with  this  mode  of 
improvipg  our  ships.  It  appears  to  me,  it  would 
be  much  better  to  follow  the  mode  which  is  pur- 
sued in  Europe.  They  begin  by  stocking  their 
navy  yards  with  the  necessary  raw  materials. 
Instead  of  a  few  months,  several  years  are  allowed 
to  elapse  before  they  finish  a  ship-o(<theoline.  It 
is  sain  they  expose  their  frames  for  several  years, 
undercover,  before  they' are  planked.'  When  I 
parsed  through  Chatham,  I  saw  the  famous  VUle 
eie  Pom,  a  first-rate,  on  the  stbcks.  Thb  ship 
drew  my  attention.  On  inquiry,  I  was  informed 
she  was  then  upwards  t>f  ten  years  in  her  cradle, 
from  the  laying  of  her  keel.  Sir,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
before  we  should  be  able  to  build  ships  of  war  in 
a  proper  manner^  that  the  contest  we  are  about 
to  engage  in  will  have  ceased.  If  the  ships  can- 
not be  had  ready  for  service,  why  eommence 
buildinff  them  under  the  present  unpromising 
aspect? 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  object  of  a  Naval  Es- 
tablishment is  declared  to  be  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  against  captures  on  the  ocean. 
We  will  first  turn  our  attention  to  that  species  of 
commerce  which  is  generally  termed  the  car- 
rying trade ;  by  this  we  understand  the  exporta- 
tion of  such  articles  as  are  not  the  productions  of 
the  United  States.  During  the  war  between 
France  and  England,  we  were  permitted  to  carry 
the  productions  of  the  West  India  islands,  be- 
loDging  to  France,  to  the  European  markets. 
This  privilege  was  granted  to  us  on  the  part  of 
France,  solely  because  she  oould  not  protect  asd 
secure  these  productions  in  trantiiu  to  her  porta 
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io  Europe.  At  this  time  these  islttDds  are  in 
the  possessioD  of  Great  Britain,  and  5he  denies  to 
us  the  privileges .  which  we  formerly  enjoyed. 
This  right  on  Qer  (Mirt  is  founded  on  the  usage  of 
nations.  The  captured  islands  will  only  beagain 
ceded  to  France,  when  peace-  shall/  take  place; 
and  then  France  will  act  as  Great  Britain  now 
does.  The  experience  at  the  termination- of  our 
Revolutionary  war  proves  this  beyond  all  doubt. 
We  shall  then  only  be  allowed  to  carry  rum  and 
molasses  from  these  islands,  and  thete  are  articles 
wbidi  are  not  objects  of  re*ezportation.  So  that, 
DOW  and  hereafter,  we  cannot  expect  to  derive 
advantages  from  the  carrying  trade.  Why  then 
build  a  navy  to  protect  this  commerce  9  If 'we 
adopt  the  advice  of  my  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, we  shall  saddle  the  nation  with  a  permanent 
expense  for  a  navy,  after  an  important  branch  of 
commerce  has  left  us  forever.  I  will  even  admit, 
.sir,  that  we  shall  enjoy  this  trade-^is  it  reasona-^ 
ble  to  suppose  that  we  can  protect  it  by  a  navy, 
when  the  navies  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland 
combined  could  not  insure  its  passage  to  £u rope? 
Let  us  view  this  subject  in  a  more  extended 
sebse— *I  mean  as  regards  our  commerce  general* 
ly — we  shall  still  have  cause  to  entertain  the 
opinion  which  we  first  adopted.     We  cannot 

Erotect  our  commerce  on  the  ocean.  Our  ships 
ave  vexed  every  sea— -we  trade  to  all  parts  of 
the  world ;  of  course,  to  protect  our  cop&merce, 
our  ships  of  war  must  abandon  our  coasts  and 
encounter  a]l  tl^e  force  of  the  enethy  or  thos^  of 
Europe.  The  ports  we  hare  in  view  are  European. 
If  your  ftigates,  for  convenience,  and  safety,  are 
to  cruise  only  on  yoor  coattts,  what  will  be  the 
fate  of  the  millions  which  are  embarked  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Hope?  By  this  management 
surely  you  cannot  afford  it  protection.  Franee, 
Spain,  and  Holland,  when  combined  and  backed 
by  an  armed  neutrality  in  the  north  of  Europe, 
could  not  secure  their  commerce^  The  fleets  of 
Ckeat  Britain  now  sail,  triumphant  over  every 
wave  of  the  deep.  The  Russians  have  a  navy 
far  superior  to  that  ^hich  jt  is  proposed  we  shall 
establish,  and  they  cannot  protect  their  trade  in 
the  oonnned  limits  of  the  Baltic.  They  count 
fiftv  or  sixty  sailof'the-lijie.  besides  many  frigates 
and  smaller  vessels. 

-Sir,  the  expenses  which  are  incurred  by  a  Na- 
val Establishment,  far  exceeds  the  profits  whi^ 
arise  from  the  commerce  which  it  is  intended  to 
protect.  This  proposition  is  warranted  by  the 
experience  of  Great  Britain,  the  most  commercial 
nation  of  modern  times.  In  the  year  1798,  the 
total  imports  and  exports  of  Great  Britain  amount- 
ed to  £94,952,000.  For  the  same  year  the  ex  pen- 
ilitures  for  her  navy  amounted  to  £13,654,Q^3,  or 
about  one-seventh  of  the  total  imports  and  exports, 
or  fourteen  per  cent,  on  the  total  capital  employed 
in  commerce.  What  regular  trade  can  yield 
such  profits  on  the  outward  and  inward -cargoes? 
To  me  this  is  a  secret.  In  the  year  1799,  Mr. 
Pitt  computed  the  profits  on  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  at  £12,000,000,  or  one  and  a  half 
millions  less  thad  the  expense  for  her  n^vy  the 
preceding  year  I 


Sir^  the  expenses  which  are  iMcessarity  con- 
nected with  a  Naval  E»iablishment,  constitute  a 
very  serious  objection  to  ft.'  At  this  time,  the 
annual  expenditures  for  the  British  navy  amount 
to  nearly  £17,000,000,  or  $80,000,000.  Every 
succeeding  year  brings  i^ith  it  anjncrease  of  ex- 
penditures. This  has  been  the  result  year  after 
year  iince  the  commencep:^ent  of  the  institution. 
Our  prospects  will  be  the  mor^  evident,  when  we 
take  a  ^uew  of  the  expenses  which  -have  been  al- 
ready incurred  for,  the  infantile  establishment  of 
our  country ;  we  sh^ll  be  led  to  the  same  conclu- 
sions. The  American  Navy  was  commeaoed  in 
the  year  1794,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  1811, 
the  expenditures  ^mounted  to  $27.456,979 — a  sum 
much  greater  thaa  ^he  one- half  or  the  public  debt 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1812.  This  would  have 
been  much  better  applied,  had  it  been  placed  with 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinlfing  Fund.  I  will 
ask  Uie  gentleman  from  Sou4h  Carolina,  wiiat 
has  the  nation  benefited  for  this  enormous  expen- 
diture ?  What  would  have  been  the  amount  ex- 
pended, had  this  engine  been  Herculean,  with 
Admirals  of  the  Red  White  and  Blue  squadrons, 
witfaf' numerous  dock  and  navy  yard Sj  placemen, 
dbc.  ?  For  we-shall  gradually  advance  to  all  this, 
if  wedo  'not  stop  short  at  this  time.  For  the 
benefi^ts  of  such  appendages,  F  will  refer  yon  to  a 
statement  made  to  this  House,  the  last  .aession, 
cOnceriiing  the  navy  yards  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  ^especially  to  the  details  of  the  txpea* 
ditures  of  that  connected  With  this  city.  The 
document  I  refer'to,<^was  laid-hefore  this- House 
on  the  2dth  February,  1611.  It  will  inform  you, 
sir,  that  the  value  of  the  \^ork  done  from  the  1st 
of  January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1810,  was 
$73,947  52.  .  The  eommandaot  confesses,  in  bis 
rieiurns  n»de  to  the  Secretary,  that  this  work,iii 
many  instances,  is  rated  twenty  per  cent,  above 
the  prices  paid  in  other  places.  The  salaries  in 
this  same  yard,  for  the  same  year,  (1810,)  amount- 
ed to  $95,637  64^.  So  that  the  pay  for  the  sala- 
ries and  the  wages  at  this  navy  yard,  exceeded 
the  vatueof  thearticles  manufactured,  even  wbea 
rated  far  above  the  fah  prices,  in  amount  $21,790 
12i !  This  establishmeat  is  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  the  Gtovernment ;  we  might  suppose  every 
attention  was  paid  to  eeooomy ;  if  so,  who  will 
desire  further  proofs  of  the  advantages  of  a  i|avy! 

Sir,  if  we  follow  the  British  in  the  prioaiple, 
we  must  look  for  the  same  results.  The^xpenses 
of  a  navy  are  dot  only  enormous,  but,  sir^tbey  in- 
crease in  a  ratio  far  beyond  the  increase  of  force* 
From  the  year  1701  to  1801,  the  vessels  in  tke 
British  navy  increased  Anirfold  in  number,  at  the 
same  time  the  expenses  increased  iu  a  twelvefold 
ratio — they  are  2^0^  greater  now  than  thejr  were 
in  the  time  of  James  L  In  1701,  the  British  navy 
consisted  of  256  vessels ;  its  annual  expenditure 
amounted  to  £1,046,397,  or  $4,650,653.  £a  the 
year  1798,  the  vessels  increased  to  946;  and  the 
annual  expenditure  to  £13,654,013,of  $60,684,502 1 

Sir.  we  will  now  compare  the  force  with  the 
rate  of  expense.  This  will  be  don'e  by  dividing 
the  sum  of  the  annual  expenditures  by  the  nunoiber 
of  guns  employed.    The  House  will  indulge  me 
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whilst  I  read  the  statements  coolatoed  in  an  offi- 
cial docuiaeat.    On  the  4th  of  Decen>ber,  1809, 
lire  bad  in  eom mission  the  following  force: 
3  vessels  carrying  44  guns  eaich,  • 


1  vessel 

1  do. 

2  vessels 
2    do. 

do. 

do. 

vessel 


do. 
do; 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


32. 

20 

18 

16 

14 

12' 

19 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


2 
2 
1 
J  i  bombs  and  22  gunboats, 

making  vessels  in  commission  38,  but  4  of  which 
were  frigates,  the  remaining  34  were  small  vessels, 
and  of  these  22  were  fi;upboats;  they  mounteil  a 
total  of  338  guns.  "The  annual  expense  of  this 
force  was  $2,427,758,  or  $7,182  70  per  gun. 

Sic,  the  expeniditures  for  the  year  1809  were 
not  the  greatest  ip  amount;  those  for  th^  year 
1800,  wore  $3,448,716.  1  do  not  wish  to  view  the 
OAM  in  a  worse  li|fht  than  positive  facts  will  place 
it.  .We  will  therefore  pay  attention  to  the  state- 
ments and  estimales' made  for  the  curJFent  year, 
(18120  In  ihe  report  of  th^  Secretary,  now  on  our 
^tables,  he  contemplates  five  fvigates;  carry iag  200 
guos ;  three  ships,  52  guns ;  sevei^  brigs,  100  guns ; 
62  gaqboa^s,  62  guns;  a  total  of  414  gnosii.  The 
annual  expenditure  is  computed  at  $^502,003  90 ; 
or  $6,043  per  gun.*  Expenses  always  exceed  the 
estimates.  In  thiS  report,  •  the  Secretary .  reasons 
OB  ^*  the  present  state  of  things  in  Europe,^  and 
calculates  that  ^  12  sail  o(  seventy  fours,  and  20 
well-constructed  frigates,  rating  gen eraliy  noiless 
Ihah  38  guns,  with  the  addition  of  our  smaller 
yessels  now  in  service,"  as-sufficient  to  protect  o^r 
coastiog  trade,  as  competent^  to  annoy  the  com- 
merce of  an  .enemy,  and .  to  protect  our  harbors. 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  system  the  Secretary  has 
laid  down,  be  adopted,  we  shall  have.888^uason 
board  the  12  seventy-fours,  760gan>ion  board,  ^e 
SO  frigates,  152  gnne  on  board  the  soiiail  vessels 
now  iaservice,  and 62  guns  on  bdard  the  gunboats, 
which  are  included  in  the  «tatement.  This  will 
make  a  total  of  1^862  guns;  the  annual  expendi- 
tine  foT  which  will  be,  at  the  rate  of  $6,043  per 
g«n,  $11,252,066.  This  will  be  ihe  annual  ex-* 
pense.  allowing  the  increase  of  expenditures  to 
multiply  only  ia  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  force ! 
Seeides  this,  sir,  we  must  add  the  enormous  sum 
of  $6,134,000,  the  coat  of  the  building  and  equip- 
ping of  the  ships  in  the  first  iostance;^  Ho  w  man  y 
more  millions  are  to  be  iKlded  for  contingencies, 
and  repairs?  This  is^  gloomy  prospect.  A  pru- 
dent cpnduct  will  relieve  us  of  the  pressure. 

Sir.  my  friend  frtom  South  Carolina  ba§  de? 
dared  that  25  seventy-fours,  and  40  fri^tes,  might 
be  built,  equipped,  and  supported,  the  iirsr  year,  at 
nn  expense  of  $25,000)000.  This  calculation  must 
vest  on  conjecture,  as  many  others  have  done  be- 
£nM»  *    This  genlleman  has  too  much  respect  for 


fbre.^ 


*  His  edculatiens  are  grounded  on  the  estimates  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  have  i^ready  observed, 
that  expendttorefl  always  exceed  the  estimates.  Ezpe- 
lience  wariaQts  this  assertion,  in  every  instaAce  con- 
ceming  oar  Naval  Establishment. 


tiimself  and  the  Hopse,  to  attempt  anything  like 
tricky  in  no  man  do  I  confide  mor^  than  in  him; 
but  in  this  instance  he  certainly  must  be  miixtaken. 

Sir,  we  have  estimated  the  expenditures  of  a 
Naval  Establishment.  How  are  they  to  be  met 
by  this  nation?  is  a  question  of  primary  import- 
ance. Our  most  prosperous  year  never  yielded 
a  revenue  of  $17,000,000.  In  case  of  war,  can  we 
calculate  on  $3,000,000  from  the  usual  sources  ? 
Loans  and  direct  taxes  can  alone  support  a  Naval 
Establishment.  Like  the  British,,  we  should  find 
the  profits  on. our  commerce  insufficient  to  defray 
th^  expenditures  necessary,  independent  of  those 
for  the  tivil  list;  for  the  interest  on  the  public 
d^bt,  and  for  the  support  of  the  Army.  To  me  it 
is  indifierent,  whether  the  Navy  will  cost  more 
or  less  than  the  Army  has  done.  "My  first  inquiry 
relates  to  its  utility  and  efficiency,  and  then  we 
should  ask)  oan  the  nation  with  propriety  meet  the 
demaqds  necessary  to  maintain  ill  Sir,  on  this 
subject  I  agree  so  perfectly  with  an  author  of. 
considerable  merit  (Sinclair.)  that  Iwill  impose 
on  the  House  by  reading  a  passage  iirem  his  book 
on  Revenue — page 308,  he  says: 

**  It  is  at  sea,  where  all  the  modem  nations  have 
wasted  their  strength.  It  is  on  that  element  that  those 
debts  have  in  a  great  measare  been  contracted,  under 
the  pressure  of  which  they  now  groan.  Had  the  rage 
of  equipping  numerous  fleets,  and  building  ships  of 
great  magnitude  and  dimensions,  never  ezisted,  hardly 
any  State  in  Europe  would  have  been  at  this  time  in 
debt.  To  that  fatal  ambition  their  present  distressed 
and  mortgaged  situatiDn  ought  chiefly  to  be  attributed." 

Sir,^  I  further  object  to  a  navy^  because  the 
force  which  it  is  possible  foi  the  United  States  to 
bring  into  action,  will  prove' inadequate  to  com- 
bat that  of  the  enemy — We  cannot  contend  with 
Great  Britain  on  the  ocean.  It  is  idle  to  be  led 
astray  by  misstatements  ahd  false  pride — we  have 
no  reason  tc  expect  more  from  oui^citizens,  than 
what  other  brave  people  have  performed ;  the  bet- 
ter way  will  be  to  compare  our  strength  with  that 
of  the  enemy.  The  following  is  a  statement  of 
the  British  Navy  in  July,  18jll,  taken  from  Steele's 
lis^:  at  that  time'they  had  a  total  of  1,043  vessels, 
719  of  which  were  in  commission ;  548  at  sea ; 
261  in  ordinary  and  repairing  for  service  ;  62  were 
boilding.  of  these  39  are  ships-of-the-lioe,  and  19 
frigatet.*  At  the  above  period  there  were  stationed 
in  the  American  seas  111  vessels ;  7  of  w^ieh  are 
ships^f-the  line ;  2  fifties  or  forty-fours ;  31  frig- 
ates >  29  sloops  ^  25  brigs  ^  1  cutter,  and  16  gun- 
Ve^ls.     This  force  was  distributed  as  follows  : 

At  Halifax  and  Newfoundland,  3  ships-of-the- 
line ;  1  fifty  ;  5  frigates ;  11  sloops ;  2  brig* ;  7 
gun- vessels — total  29. 

West  Indies,  viz:  Leeward  Islainds,  Jamaica, 
and  on  passafi^e — 2  ships-pf- the  line;  lfif\y;  19 
frigates;  17 -sloops;  20  brigs;  1  dutter;  9  gun- 
vessels — total  69.     - 

South  America— 2  ships-of'the  iipe ;  7  frigates ; 
1  sloop  ;  3  brigs — total  13. 

If  the  above  vessels  are  rated  as  follows,  viz : 
the  ships  of-the-line  at  74  guas;  the  frigates  at 
32  ;  sloops  at  16 ;  brigs,  cuuers,  and  gun-vessels 
Vt  8  guns  each,  the  force  stationed  in  the  Ameri- 
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eao  seas  wili  mount  a  total  force  of  2,350  guns; 
that  00  I  be  Halifax  and  New.foooclland  aiatioo 
alone  will  mount  680  guns;  a  force  in  itself  tery^ 
saperior  to  that  of  all  the  vessels  belonging  to  the 
American  Navy,  independent  of  ganb^ts.  The 
American  vessels  now  in  actual  service  are — 5 
frigates^  3  ships^  and  7  brig^,  be&ides  gunboats. 
We  have  in  ordinary — 5  frigates,  (two  of  which 
are  probably  so  rotten  as  to  be  unworthy  of  re- 
pairs,) besides  gunboats.  Our  whole  force  amounts 
to  but  20  vessels,  independent  of  gunboats,  and 
mounts  a  total  of  524  guns ! 

Sir,  I  fear  the  British  force  in  the  AmericaO 
seas  ii  too  competent  for  our  interest — they  may 
despatch  many  more.  The  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (i  allude  to  his  re- 
ference to  the  navy  list  for  1801,)  was  very  favor- 
able to  his  purpose.  1  do  not  attfibute  his  using 
it  to  any  sinister  vieWs ;  1  know  he  waa  not  in 
possession  of  that  for  the  last  year. 

The  Bcitish  stations  at  Halifax  and  Bermuda 
afford  every  facility  to  fit  and  repair.  They  from 
thence  can  at  all  times  watch  our  vessels  ',  and, 
sir,  they  will  not  neglect  to  oppose  them  by  a 
double  force.  From  tbe  view  we  have  i list  taken, 
I  ask  you,  sir,  what  must  be  the  probable  result  of 
hostilities  on  the  ocean  ? 

Sir,  we  shall  find  it  very  difficult  to  man  a  con- 
siderable fleet  in  the  United  States ;  seamen  will 
not  abandon  the  mercliants  to  enter  on  board 
ships  of  war  at  Idilf  the  rate  of  wages  y  numerous 
privateers  will  be  fitted  out  in  all  onr  ports,  they 
will  pay  higher  wages  than  the  Government,  and 
the  best  men  will  be  diverted  from  the  national 
service.  Sir,  we  need  the  best  seamen  to  combat 
those  of  Great  Britain ;  they  have  the  advanuge 
of  long  experience  in  the  best  regulated  service. 
I  entreat  you,  at  no  time  despise  your  enemy,  you 
will  thus  be  the  better  prepared  to  encounter  him. 
I  cordially  assent  with  my  friend  from  South  Ca- 
rolina in  the  declaration,  that  the  American  urs 
are  as  brave  as  those  oL  any  other  nation }  but, 
sir,  at  the  same  time  we  must  do  justice  to  those 
of  Great  Britain,  they  Ate  not  to  be  treated  with 
contempt.^  Men  are  of  more  consequence  than 
ships ;  the  naval  combats  of  Europe  prove,  that  a 
small  number  of  the  ships  well  manbed,  wilt,  de- 
feat a  greater  number  when  they  are  indifferently 
mann^.  The  contest  between  Great  Britain  on 
the  one  part,  and  France  and  Spain  on  the  other 
part,  are  decisive  on  this  head.  Sir,  to  man  our 
ships  we  should  have  to  resort  to  the  odious  prac- 
tices of  Great^Britain  and  France  i  impresteiAent 
and  naval  conscription  would  be  the  order  of  the 
day.  Men  of  observation  and  experiepce  declare 
these  as  the  inevitable  consequences  of  a  naval  es- 
tablishment— press-gang€  would  disturb  the  peace 
of  your  oities-<-your  seaports  would  become  the 
constant  theatres  of  riot  and  debauchery.  Sir. 
the  citizens  would  not  yield  to  this  state  of  things^ 
personal  liberty  in  our  country  is  too  highly 
prized  to  suffer  such  violation. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  that 
impressments  are  not  absolutely  necessary  to  man 
a  navy;  he  doubts  whether  this  method  isadopted 
in  any  other  country  besides  Great  Britain.    I 


will  read  an  official  doeoment  to  satisfy  bina  oa 
this  subject;  it  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell,  one 
Charg6  d'AOairts  at  Paris  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
July  14,  1811: 

**  8b,  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  yon,  hevain,  a  capf  oi 
my  nota  of  the  18th  inst.,  to  the  Duke  of  Bassan*^ 
claiming  the  leieaae  of  twenty-three  AaMfieaa  aeaaflii, 
stated  to  have  been  prosed  into  the  Freoefa  aernce  mt 
Dantzic  and  ita  vicimty.  When  I  called  on  the  Duke 
on  the  9th,  he  aduiowledged  the  receipt  of  tKia  nole, 
and  said  that  he  should  immediately  write  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Marine  on  the  snl>ject.  In  the  conversatiaa 
which  I  had  with  him  yesterday,  he  informed  me  that 
he  had  performed  this  engagement,  and  that  the  Min- 
ister of  the  Marine  had  lephed  that^  no  American  citi- 
zens faad'been  pressed  by  his  orders ;  that  the  city  df 
Dantzic  had  been  required  to  fumith  a  certain  num- 
ber of  seamen,  and  was  alone  responsible  for  the  man- 
ner m  which  it  had  complied  with  this  reqnisitioii. 
The  Dnke  of  Bassano  also  added,  that  my  note  had 
been  laid  before  the  Emperor,  and  that  His  Majee^ 
had  ordered  that  on  the  aniTal  of  the  seamen  froat 
DantaiC  at  Antwerp,  where  thiry  were  expected  y— let 
day,  all  that  were  American  citiseoa  ahoidd  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  city  of  Dantiic  should  be  icqnired  In 
fnmish  others  in  their  stea^" 

Sit,  I  further  object  to  a  navy,  beeatise  it  will 
be  the  means  of  exciting  many  wars,  which,  with- 
out the  establishment,  may  be  honorably  avoided* 
It  is  said,  nations  are  involved  in , war,  in  propor- 
•Uon  to  the  extent  of  their  navies,  and  some  assert 
(Brougham)  that  a,  perpetual  war  is  one  of  tbe 
two  modes  which  are  necessary  to  support  a  pow 
erful  na^al  establishment.  Sir,  a  naval  establish- 
ment will,  create  a  new  and  a  dangerous  interest 
in  our  country.  Nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  be  told,  that  such  are  the  wishes  of  the  naval 
interest  of  Great  Briliain,and  that  this  or  that  war 
must  be  entered  into  to  gratify  them.  For  my 
part,  sir,  I  shall  be  very  sorrf  indeed,  if  ever  the 
period  arrives  in  the  United  States,  when  any 
particular  interest  or  communily  shall  direet  the 
Government,  whether  it  1)e  naval,  asrioulturaly 
manufacturing,  or  commercial — the  general  wel- 
fare should  be  the  sole  great  ruling  principle  ia 
the  National  Councils. 

Sir,  1  am  deterred,  when  1  consider  the  fate  of 
all  those  nations  who  at  different  periods  baye 
been  famous  for  their  navied.  The  naval  strengtli 
of  the  Hanseatic  League  was  such,  two  centuriea 
past,  as  to  excite  terror  pa  tbe  pact  of  Engbind* 
These.,  sir,  diatant  free  cities,  are  now  the  appen- 
dages of  ^mighty  France,  and  have  no  political 
existence.  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  once  for- 
midable fleets  of  Venice  and  Genoa?  At  one 
time  Eogland  was  indebted  to  the  latter,  for  offi- 
cers to  command  her  ships  oi  war^— Alas!  theae 
Republics  are  now  consigned  to  oblivion,  Den- 
mark was  at  one  time  the  mistress  of  the  oeeaa ; 
by  means  of  her  ^ets  she  ofien  invaded  Roglandy 
and  held  her  in  a  stat^  of  subjection^  The  Danes 
heretofore  burned  London,  raris,  and  other  great 
cities — they  are  now  controlled  by  France,  atid 
chey  have  bad  their  Copenhagen  defeat.  Hoi-  . 
land,  with  her  Van  Tromps  ^nd  De  Ruyters, 
occupied  the  British  Channel  at  pleasure ;  this 
Power  defeate(l  the  naviek  of  England  and  France. 
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'Where  is  Holkod  dowI  Incorporated  as  a  part 
of  the  French  Empire.  Spain  boasted  her  invin- 
cible armadas;  Elizabeth  of  England,  bv  nature 
haughty,  prood,  and  ambitions,  trembled  at  the 
YBTj  mentioir  of  them,  until  they  were  dispersed 
and  destroyed  by  storms  at  sea  |  Spain  is  now 
the  vassal  of  France.  Not  very  long  since  the 
nayy  of  France  sailed  triumphant  along  the  Brit- 
ish coast,  looked  into  Portsnrouth  harbor,  and 
taunted  British  spirit.  I  ask  you,  sir,  where  is 
the  strength  of  which  these  nations  formerly 
boasted  ?  AJl  are  inoperative,  and  dread  the  gi- 
gantic power  of  the  British  'navy — they  are  in 
part  sick  in  dry  dodcs,  or  are  blockaded  in  their 
ports. 

Mr.  Chairman;  Qreat  Britain,  though  at  this 
time  triumphant  in  every  sea,  if  she  persists  in 
her  expensive  naval  establishment,  with  her  pres- 
ent debt  of  ^£600,000,000.  which  was  chiefly  created 
for  her  navy — Great  Britain,  sir,  I  say,  with  all 
this,  must, sink  under  the  heavy  pressuc^.  She 
will  hereafter  derive  very  little  satisfaction  from 
her  brilliant  vietortes  on  the  1st  of  June  off  Cape 
St.  Vwcent,  Camperdown,  Aboukir,  and  Tra^ 
falgar. 

Shall  I  be  pardoned,  sin  when  I  fear  our  ves- 
seb  will  only  tend  to  swell  the  present  catalogue 
of  the  British  n^vy  ?  ^  Of  the*  1,042  vessels  which 
she  possessed  in  July,  1811.  one  hundred  and  nine 
were  captured  from  the  French,  forty-six  from 
the  Danes,  twenty-five  from  the  Spaniards,  twenty- 
four  from  the  Dutch,  and  three  from  the  Italians ; 
making  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  seven  cap- 
I  tured  ships,  or  one-fifth  of  her  whole  naVy. 
I  Small  ships  are  proper  for  the  service  of  the 

I      United  States — \^j  their  ageney  we  shall  be  able 
1      to  annoy  the  convoys  of  an  enemy.    The  priva-^ 
teers  which  were  fitted  out  in  every  port  during 
I      our  Revolutionary  war,  destroyed  much  of  the 
British  commerce,  even  in  the  British  and  Jrish 
i      channels,  whilst  the  frigates  which  were  built  by 
the  Qove'rnment,  did  little  or  nothiog-^but  two 
of  them  remained  at  the  conclusion  of  the  con- 
test.    The  enemy  will  not  watch  your  small  ves- 
sels ;  they  may  enter  all  your  small  inlets,  where 
heavy  vessels  cannot  venture  to  approach  them ; 
and,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  they  mav  be 
sold  for  the  merchant  service.    I  shall  not  follow 
the  gentleman  in  bis  remarks  on  the  bill  before 
the  Committee;  I  shall  Tote  a^inst  it,  though  it 
is  my  present  intention  to  appropriate  the  sucns 
rei^it^ite  for  the   repairing  and  equipping  our 
present  ships  of  war.    1  will  go  no  further.    I  tell 
you.  sir,  naval  victories  in  the  end  would  prove 
fatal  to  the  United  States;  the  consequences  which 
ha^e  nniforoaly'  followed  in  6tber  oonatries  must 
take  place  here.   If  the  United  States  shajl  deter- 
mine to  augment  their  navy,  so  as  to  rival  those  of 
Europe,  the  public  debt  wilt  become  permanent; 
direct  taxes  will  be  perpetual ;  the  paupers  of  th^ 
country  will  be  increased;  the  nation  will  be 
bankrupt ;  and,  I  fear,  the  tragedy  will  end  in  a 
I      revolution. 

Mr.  McKbb  rose,  with  deference,  to  perform  a 
duty  which  he  owed  to  his  constituents,  by  deliv- 
eriiig  bis  sentiments  on  the  very  important  sub* 
ISthCoN.  IstSxiS.— 27 


i'ect  before  the  Committee,  though  he  (Confessed 
limself  very  inadequate  to  do  justice  to  it.  He 
deemed .  ihlet  question  of  great  magnitude ;  as  he 
feisired,  if  we  were  to  proceed  to  build  up  a  large 
Naval  Establishment,  it  wbuld  affect  the  destinies 
of  this  nation  to  the  latest  posterity. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
C^EVEs)  has  said,  that  it  is  time  to  go  into  the 
establishment  of  a  permanent  Navy,  because  the 
vessels  already  oA  hand  would  be  liable  to  deeay. 
If  it  should  be  the  will  of  Congress,  said  Mr.  McK^ 
to  go  into  the  business  of  building  a  Navy,  ^  will 
be'taecessary  to  enter  upon  it  with  all  possible  en- 
ergy. Therefpre,  if  any  attempt  should  be  made 
to  lessen  our  present  force,  he  should  be  opposed 
to  it.  But  he  was  decided4y  opposed,  and  lorever 
,  should  be  opposed,  to  the  application  of  a  cent  to 
repair /those  old  hulks  of  vessels  which  are  fit  only 
for  fuel. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  said, 
that  he'  has  great  prejudices  to  encounter.  Mr. 
McK.  would  have  thought  that  the  deliberate  opin- 
ion of  a  majority  of  Congress,  expressed  upon  more 
than  ODe  occasion,  was  entitled  to  a  more  respect- 
ful term  than  prejudices.  Those  decisions  pro- 
ceeded'from  the  honest  convictions  of  some  of  the 
best  friends  of  the  country.  Mr.  McK.  would 
refrain  from  noticing  the  reasoning  of  the  com- 
mittee in  their  report  on  this  subject.  They  say, 
*'  The  important  engine  of  liational  strength  and 

*  national  security' which  is  formed  by,  a  naval 

*  force  has  hitherto,'  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
'  tee,  been  treated  with  a  neglect  highly  impolitici 
^  or  supported  by  a  spirit  so  languid,  as,  while  it 

*  has  preserved  theexistenceof  the  EUtablishment, 
'  has  had  the  effect  of  loading  it  with  the  impu- 
'  tatibn^  of  wasteful  expense  and  comparative 

*  ineflSciency.'*' 

Mr.  McK.  asked  whether  the  ingenuity  of  man 
could  find  language  which  could  cast  a  more 
severe  censure  upon  the  late  Administration,  than 
is  contained  in  these  strictures  of  the  committee. 
It  is  well  known,  that  our  Treasury  was  in  flour- 
ishing circumstances  during  the  late  Administra- 
tion, and  yet  no  recommendation  was  made  by 
the  Executive  in  favor  of  increasing  out  Naval 
Bstablishment.  The  extension  of  the  Navy  waa 
not  thought  of  till  the  year  1812 ;  but  now  we 
are  told,  that,  to  neglect  the  commencement  of  a 

Permanent  naval  system,  "  impolitic  under  any 
circumstances,  is  the  more  so,  when  it  is  demon- 
^  strably  clear  that  this  nation  is  inevitably  des- 

*  tined  to  be  a  Naval  Power*" 

Mr.  McK.  denied  this  doctrine,  that  '^  it  is  de- 
'  monstrably  dear  that  this  nation  is  inevitably 

*  destined  to  be  a  Naval  Power;''  and  he  belie  veu, 
that,  if  the  attempt  were  niade  to  make  it  such, 
it  would  prove  the  destruction  of  our  happy  Con- 
stitution. He  would  proceed  to  show  on  what 
ground  he  supported  the  opinion  that  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  permanent  Naval  Establishment  would 
pove  ruinous  to  this  country.  For  this  purpose, 
he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  submitting 
some  calculations  to  the  House;  for,  though  hi 

I'  had  heard  a  course  of  this  kind  condemned,  as  fit 
only  for  the  counting-house  of  the  merchant,  he 


835 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


836 


H.  OP  R. 


Naval  Establishment. 


jAtfUARVf  1812. 


eoosidered  it  as  the  most  conducive  to  correct 
legislation.  It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  jast  calcu- 
lation, when  we  are  called  upon  to^establish  a 
permanent  Navy,  to  show  that  such  an  institution 
would  cost  more  'than  any  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  it  would  compensate. 
,  Havini^  said  this  much  in  favoi*  of  this  mode 
of  counting'  the  cost^  he  hoped,  if  he  should  make 
any  incorrect  statement,  that  it  would  be.  rectified 
by  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with  the  subject 
than  he  pretended  to  be.  And  though  his  calcu- 
lations might  in  some  instances  be  thought  at 
present  too  high,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that 
hereafter  they  would  be  found  to  be  under  tbe 
truth: 

For  the  year  \B12. 
The  ordinary  expenses,  inclndiiif  the  pres- 
ent Army  and  Navy,  agreeably  to  Sec- 
retary of  &e  Treasury's  report,  will  be  •  $9,400»000 
Expense  of  the  new  Anny  of  80,000  men» 
and  501,000  volunteers— allowing  30,000 
only  to  be  called  into  service — exclusive 
of  bounties,  estimated  at  one  million  for   . 
every  3,000  men  -    r   '        '        -        -  10,000,000 
Bounty  and  allowance  of  $2  a  man  for  re- 
cruiting, say  30,000,  exclusive  of  the  land 
bounty         -        -        -        r        -     '  -    ,  540,000 
Bepairing  the  old  ships,  and  half  years'  ser- 
vice, as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  -        -        -        -        -,       -        -        714^81 
Building  the  new  frigates,  this  year's  appro* 

priation        -        -        -        -  x     -        -     1,000.000 
Appropriation. for  munitions  of  war  -        -     1,500,000 
Expense  of  fortifications,  (as  per  report,) 
purchasing  of  timber,  docks,  and  k  new 

navy  yard 2,000,000 

The  Navy,  including  the  vessels  proposed 
to  be  repaired,  which  cost  originally 
$2,285,000— one-twelfth  part  of  Which 
sum  will  be  required  annually  for  sub- 
stantial repairs     190,416 


26,946,397 
From  which  amount^  deduct  this  year's  rev- 
enue, as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury        -        -.      -        -        -    8,200,000 


17,145,397 
Remaining  in  the  Treasury,  $3,946,418; 
of  which,  $2,947,818  may  be  applied  to- 
wards the  above  deficiency  - '      -        -    2,947,818 


Balance  to  be  providedfor  by  loans      $14,197,579 


Mr.  McKee  supposed  that  tbe  current  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  1813  would  be 
the  same  as  in  1812.  He  would,  therefore,  Wake 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  disbursements  for 
Ihat  year. 

For  the  year  1813. 

Current  expenses     ....        $i9,400,0<i0 

Annual  expense  of  the  new  Navy,  includ- 
ing the  repaired  frigates        ...     1,549,962 

One-twelfth  of  the  cost  of  the  Navy  for 
repairs         -        -        -        -        -       .-       357,083 

For  finishing  new  frigates,  and  supplying 
deficienciea  on  this  head      ...    1,000,000 


Appropriation  for  the  twelve  teveaty-foura, 
(say  one-half  the  sum  necessary  to  build 
Uiem)  - .     1,998,000 

Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  14.  millions    -        840,000 


35,145,045 
From  which  deduct  tbe  annual  receipts,  al- 
.  lowing  them  to  be  equal  to  those  of  1812     8,200,000 


16,945,045 
Allow  for  taxes  and  excess  of  calculation  -    2,945,045 


Balance  tobe  supplied  by  loans 


$14,000,000 


For  the  year  \^\4:. 
Admitting  the  Army  to  be  reduced  to  20,- 

000  men,  the  current  expenses  will  be    $16,066,666 
Annual  expense  of  the  new  ftigates,  inclu- 
ding repairs-        -    .    ."      -        .■       .  *  1,907,045 
Annual  expense  of  six  seventy-fours,  incln«> 

'  ding  repairs -     1,436,204 

Appropriation  fat  finishing  the  otiier  six 

seventy-lburs        .        «        •        •        .     1,998,000 
Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  28  millions    -     l,68O/)O0 

23,086,916 
FrOni  which  deduct  the  annual  revenne  v    8,300,000 


Suj^pose  taxes,  dec,,  to  pay 


14,887,915 
887,915 


Balance  to  be  supplied  by  loans  -        $14,000,000 


For  the  year  1815. 
Current  expenses,  same  as  1814,  Army  in* 

eluded  -        -        -        -        .        $16,066,666 

Aniaual  expense  of  frigatesf  including  r»> 

pairs    - 1,907,045 

Annual  expense  of  twelve  seventy^fimrs   -  .  2^72,406 
Interest  onifce  new  debt  .        -        .        •    3^20,000 


Deduct  the  revenue  • 


23,366,119 
8,200,000 


Balance  to  be  supplied  by  loans  •        $15,166,119 

For  the  year  1816. 
Currant  expenses,  same  as  last  year  -        $16,066,666 
New  Navy,  annual  expenses    ...    4,779,453 
'debt  -        -        .        .     3,360.000 

34,206,119 
-     8,200,000 

$16,006,119 


Interest  on  the  liew 
Deduct  the  revenue 


y 


Balanpe  to  be  provided  for 


For  the  year  1817. 
The  permanent  burdens  of  this  year,  when 

the  Army  may,  and  perhaps  wiM  be,  dis^ 

banded,  will  be — 
Current  expenses,  same  as  in  1818,  with- 
«    out  the  additional  Army       ...  $9,400,000 
Additional  for  new  Navy  .        .        .        .    4,779^453 
^terest  on  ^0  millions  new  debt,  at  6  per  ct    4^00,000 


Total  expenses  • 


$18,379,453 


There  is,  said  M^.  McELeb,  this  strikiog  differ- 
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6Dce  between  a  Miiitary^  and  a  Naval  Establish- 
meot :  when  your  Army  has  effected  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  rai«edj  you  can  disband  it;  and 
the  men  who  composed  it  will  return  home  to  their 
iaroiKes,  and  become  useful  members  of  society. 
Not  so  with  respect  to  your  Navy.  You -will 
haye  to  be  burdened  with  the  expense  of  that  Es- 
tablishment in  peace  as  weil  as  in  war.. 

Having^  shown,  in  a  manner  at  least  satisfac- 
tory to  himself,  that  the  expenses  of  the  Gorern- 
ment  in  the  year  1817  will  be  upwards  of  eigh- 
teen millions  of  dollars,  he  would  endeavor  to  show 
what  would  be  the  expanse,  provided  Congress 
were  to  adopt  the  course  recommended  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  of  building  25 
sereaty-four  gnn  ships  and  40  frigates: 

Twmty-fiTe  MTenty^foort  and  forty  frigates 


would  cost,  in  bnildiag 

AnBind  espaoM  of  26  seTeoty-fottrs  - 
AttBual  exBense  of  40  frigates  • 
One-tWeifrh  part  oi  original  expenses 

repairs         -        .      • .   -     . 
Annual  expenditure,  same,  as  this  year 
lalerest  on  eighty  millions  of  new  debt 

Total  expenses  •        •        • 


$15»165^0 

-  6,394,600 

-  4»20(M)00 


-  1,^68,750 

-  9/400,000 

-  4,800,000 


$24,968,360 


This  course  would  produce  a  liew  public  debt 
of  $80,000,000,  and  an  annual  expenditure  of 
^5^000,000.  He  left  members  to  determine  whete 
this  money  was  to  be  procured,  and  in  what  man- 
ner the  annual  expenditure  could  be  provided.- 

Mr.  McK.said,  he  would  now  take  some  notice 
of  the  resources  of  this  country  in  relation  to  rev- 
enue ;  and  he  could  say,  that,  on  this  subject,  he 
had  prejudices  to  meet.  He  said,  ^e/tM^tces,  be- 
caofe  he  had  heard  a  gentleman  in  this  House, 
speaJting  of  our  resources — alluding  to  ptlblic  lands, 
---declare  this  source  of  rerenue  as  worth  to  the 
United  States  ten  hunidred  millions  of  dollars.  1 
This  declaration  he  considered  as  extravagant  as 
if  each  of  our  gunboats  was  declared  to  be  equal 
to  a  74-gun  ship;  and  that,  therefore,  #e  had  a 
flaat  of  180  sail-of-the-line.  Since  the  public  lands 
had  been  offered  for  sale,  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  from  that  source  bad  not  averaged  more 
than  $600,000  pjer  annum,  at  a  time  when  the  best 
lands  too  were  in  the  markeL  The  pobKc  }ands 
may,  therefore,  as  a  source  of  revenue,  be  esti- 
mated at  $10,000,000.  But,  gentlemen  say.  there 
are  300,000,000  of  acres  of  public  land,  and  each 
acre  worth  $2— making  $600,000,000 !  *  But  they 
seem  not  to  recollect  that  one-third  of  this  land  is 
barren  heath,  that  will  nerer  sell  for  a  cent ;  and/ 
that  it  will  require  100  years,  perhaps,  to  sell  the 
balance.  And  $10,000,000 laid. out  at  interest, 
adding  the  interest  to  the  principal  yearly,  or  even 
at  the  end  of  the  time  required  for  the  interest  to 
equal  the  principal,  would  exceed  any  sum  for 
which  the  pubtic  lands  will  ever  be  sold.  Calcu- 
lations with  r^ard  to  direct  taxes  were  equally 
fallacious.  It  is  said  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try are  wealthy,  and  able  to  pay  large  taxes.  It 
is  true,  that  there  is  great  wealth  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  of  this  country-^perhaps  the  people  of 


no  country  possess  ^eater  wealth — and  hence  the 
inference  is  drawp  that  they  are  able  to  pay  heavy 
taxes.  But,  when  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  examined  in  relation  to  this  subject,  we 
fidd  that  direct  taxes  must  be  laid  in  proportion 
to  population.  In  considering,  therefore,  what  sum 
you  raav  levy,  you  cannot  exceed  the  sum  which 
It  is  within  the  power  of  the  poorest  State  to  pay. 
The  State  of  Ohio,  perhaps,  is  one  of  the  poorest 
States  in. the  Union.  This  results  from  the  re- 
cent date,  of  her  settlements.  The  people  who 
emigrate  to  that  State  settle  down  in  the  forest, 
and  their  capital  is  expended,  first,  in  the  purchase 
of  the  land,  (for  a  part  o{  which  many  of  them 
are  still  in  aebt;)  and.  secondly,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  their  lands,  wtiich  has  extended  generally 
no  further  .than  to  yield  to  the  inhabitants  the 
meail?  of  comfortable  subsistence — leaving  noth- 
ing, or  but  littlo,  for  exportation.  Their  means 
of  paying  taxes  are,  therefore,  limited.  A  tax  of 
$100,000  oh  the  State  of  Ohio  would  be  a  grier- 
oas  tax  ;  though  to  Connecticut,  Maryland,  or 
South  Carolina,  it  would  be  inconsiderable,  and 
not  felt  at  all ;  because  the  lands  in  these  States 
are  mostly  In  a  hi|[h  state  of  improvement,  and 
the  inhabitants  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  pro- 
ductive capital,  accumulated  by  the  industry  of 
past  ages.  One  county  in  the  State  of  Maryland 
could  pay  as  much  tax,  without  embarrassment, 
as  the  whole  State  of  Ohio..  But  you  are  unable 
to  lay  your  hands  on  this  wealth  while  your  Con- 
stitution remains  iinchanged,  and  consequently 
you  cannot  levy  large  taxes. 

If  you  proceed  in  the  course  now  proposed,  and 
incur  an  annual  expenditure  of  $18,000,000,  how 
are  you  to  raise  the  money  ?  Suppose  your  rev- 
enue arising  from  commerce  should  again  reach 
$14,000,000  pec  annum-^which  will  not  be  the 
case  in  time  of  war,  and  it  is  scarcely  to  be  ex- 
pected on  the  recurrence  of  a  general  peace— a  bal- 
apce  of  more  than  $4,000,000  will  remain  unpro- 
vided for,  which  must  be  supplied  by  taxes.  The 
tares  of  1800  (the  most  productive  year)  only 
brought  into  the  Treasury  about  $1,500,000;  and 
even  these  taxes  were  thought  grievous.  And  the 
system  now  proposed  will  render  a  permanent  tax 
of  more  than  $4,000,000  necessary  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  Qovern  ment.  And  when  your 
political  horizon  shall  again  b^  overspread  with 
difficulties  and  dangers,  your  debt  will  grow  apace, 
and  your  annual  expenditure  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, and  eventually  you  will  be  cursed  with  the 
same  miserable  state  of  political  existence  under 
which  the  devoted  people  of  England  now  groan. 
But^if  the  Navy  project  be  now  abandoned,  the 
nation  will  not  incur,  in  the  proposed  contest,  a 
new  debt  of  more  than  $65,000,000,  and  the  annual 
expenditure  will  not  much  exceed  $12,000,000 
per  annum.  In  order  to  substantiate  this  fact,  he 
would  submit  a  statement,  predicated  on  the  same 
facts  on  which  his  preceding  statement  was 
founded,  omitting  the  items  of  naval  expenditure, 
which  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

For  the  year  1812. 
Current  expenses,  as  estimated  by  Secre^ 
taiy  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report  $9,400,00$ 
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EzpeiiMfl  of  30^000  ine^,  in  actual  serrice, 
inclodiog  $540,000  for  the  recruiting 
•ervice 10,540,000 

HunitionB  of  war  already  voted,  $  1 ,500,000, 
and  $1,000,000  for  fortifications,  requir* 
ed  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  .  2,500,000 


23,440,000 
From  which  deduct  the  revenue,  suppoaed 
to  amount  to        -        -        -        -        -    8,200,000 


$14,240,000 
Thia  sum  may  be  credited  by  $2,947,818 
— the  money  in  the  Treaauiy — leaving  a  ' 
balance  of  $1,000,000  in  the  Treasury  -^  2,947,818 


Balance  to  be  borrowed 


$11,292,182 


For  the  year  1813. 
Current  ezpensee,  including  the  Army  of 

80,000  men $f 9,400,000 

Interest  ofthe  new  debt  of  $11,292,182    -       677,530 


2<M)7T,530 
From  which  deduct  the  revenue,  supposed 

tobe-        -        -        -        *        -•    8,200,000 


Balance  to  be  borrowed 


$11,877,530 


For  the  year  1814. 

Current  expenses,  including. an  Army  of 
20,000  men,  allowing  that  such  reduc- 
tion may  then  take  place      -        -        $16,945,045 

Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  $23,169;711  -     1,390,182 


18,335,227 
From  which  deduct  the  revenue,  supposed 
to  be   -        -        -        •        -        -        -    8,200,000 


Balance  to  be  borrowed 


$10,136,227 


For  the  year  1816. 
Cnirent  expenses,  including  the  Army,  the 

same  as  for  the  year  1814      •        -        $16,945,045 
Interest  on  the  |iew  debt  of  $33,304,938  •    1,998,296 


18,943,341 
From  which  deduct  the  revenue,  supposed 
tobe-        •        •        •        ^        •-    8,200,000 


Balance  to  be  borrowed 


$10,743,341 


For  the  year  1816. 
Current  expenses,  the  same  as  for  the  year 

1815 $16,945,045 

Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  $44,047,279  -    2,642,847 


19,587,292 
Fkom  which  deduct  the  revenue,  anpposed 
lobe    .        •        .        .        .        .        .    8,200,000 


Balance  to  be  borrowed 


$11,887,892 


For  </i«  year  1817. 
The  permanent  burdens  for  this  year,  when 
the  Army  will  probably  be  disbanded. 


wiUI 


Current  expenses,  the  same  as  for  1812    -  $9,400,000 
Interest  on  $55,435,171— say  $55,000,000 
^  of  new  debt      .....    3,800,000 


Total 


$12,700,000 


If,  said  Mr.  McS^ee,  our  eommeree  in  the  year 
1617  should  resume  its  former  actiyity,  we  shall 
not  only  be  able  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of 
th6  year,  but  to  appropriate  portions  of  the  reve- 
nue to  the  discharge  of  the  public  debt;  so  that, 
in  ten  years  of  peace  and  prosperity,  our  debtwili 
be  nearly  paid  off,  and  we  should  oe  in  a  condi- 
tion to  commence  a  new  war,  if  the  public  good 
required  it.  '      , 

Mr.  McK.  had  said,  this  nation  was  not  destined, 
under  the  present  Constitution,  to  be  a  great  Naral 
Power;  and  he  maintained  that  the  atateweats 
which  he  bad  exhitHted— and  which  he  believed, 
for  the  purposes  of  argument,  would  be  foand 
substantially  correct,  when  -tested  by  ezperieoee— 
went  conclusively  to  show  that  the  expensea  of 
the  NavalJSstablishment  often  fri^tesand  twelve 
seventy-four  gun  sbips,'<now  proposed  to  be  bailt, 
could  \iot  be  supported  without  penhanent  inter- 
nal, taxes,  and  a  constant  increase  of  the  public 
debt  and  annual  expenditure.  And  if  the  system 
was  gone'into,  to  the  extent  coBtemplated  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina/(Mr.  Chevbs,) 
of  building  forty  frigates  aiyl  twenty-five  seventy- 
four  gun  ships,  which  he  admitted  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  relieve  the  Naval  Establishment  from 
comparative  inefficiency.'the  annual  expanses  of 
the  Government  with  such  a  system  (as  already 
shown)  would  be  more  than  $25,000,000,  which 
would  rapidly  increase  the  public  burdens,  and 
entail  on  this  country  that  fatal  system  which  has 
almost  ruined  the  British  empire. 

The  gentleman  from  Booth  Carolina  (Mr. 
Cheves)  takes  it  for  granted  that  our  commerce 
can  be  efiectually  protected  by  a  navy  ;  and,  as- 
suming this  fact,  he  proceeds  to  show  that  every 
portion  of  the  American  people  are  equally  inter- 
ested in  the  building  a  navy,  because  all  are  more 
or  less  interested  in  protecting  commerce. 

Btft,  the  fact  is,  that  navies  have  never  been 
considered  as  adequate  to  the  complete  protection 
of  commerce.  Look,  said  he,  at  the  situation  of 
the  Old  World,  in  times,  to  them,  more  prosper- 
ous than  the  present!  What  is  the  fact?  Hol- 
land, with  almost  no  navy,  possessed  aa  extensive 
and  profitable  commerce;  and  Spain,  about  the 
same  period,  with  a  large  aiid  powerfal  fleet,  had 
no  commerce. 

But  the  situation  of  Europe  is,  in  all  respects, 
difierent  from  ours.  The  Qovemmentsof  Barope 
are  surrounded  by  rival  Powers,  who  ,ate  mostly 
engaged  In  war  with  each  other,  while  we  are 
happily  far  removed  from  them  all,  and  have  no 
neighbors  to  annoy  us.  Therefore,  arguonents 
drawn  from  the  Old  Wor^  are  wholly  inapplica- 
ble to  this  country,  because  their  situation  and 
form  of  Gh)vernment  ar^  altogether  unl(^e  burs. 
And  when  we  turn  our  e^es  from  foreign  Gk»v- 
ernments  to  our  own.  we  find  that  no  people  since 
Adam  were  ever  more  prosperous  or  more  happy 
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than  the  American  pteple  have  heea  for  the  eight 
or  ten  years  previous  to  the  year  1808.  Private 
fortunes  have  been  accumulated  with  unequalled 
ease  and  rapidity;  commerce  has  prospered  beyond 
example;  agriculture  has  flourished ;  and  the  rev- 
enue abundant,  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment. And  did  this  state  of  prosperity  exist  at  a 
time  when  your  commerce  was  protected  by  ves- 
sels of  war  1  No ;  but  at  a  time  when  your  Navy 
was  out  pf  use;  and  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  your  naval  expenditure,  in  the  same  proportioa 
has  y6ur  commerce  'decreased.  The  protection 
of  commerce  is  the  only  ostensible  object  for  which 
navies  are  created,  while  power  and  conquest  are 
the  main  objects.  Show  me,  said  Mr.  McK.,  a 
nation  possessed  of  a  large  navy,  and  I  will  show 
you  a  nation  always  at  war.  When  has  England 
been  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  since  she  be- 
came a  ffreat  naval  Power?  Such  instances  in 
British  history  were  so  rare,  and  of  such  short 
duration,  (if  they  existed  at  all,)  that  he  could  not 
answer  the  question;  and  be  believed  it  would  be 
difficult  for  the  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Csbves)  to  answer  it.  It  is 
true,  that  England,  the  ^eatest  naval  Power  in 
the  world,  is  also  the  ]tnost  commercial ;  and  it 
was  not  to  be  doubted  that  her  commerce  received 
aid  from  her  navy,  though  it  owed  its  extent 
principally  to  the  industqr  and  consequent  wealth 
of  the. nation.  But,  England  has  other  and  far 
more  important  objects  to  effect  by  her  navy  than 
that  of  protecting  commerce.  Her  insular  situa- 
tion renders  it  necessary  for  her  protection,  and 
she  keeps  it  up  for  the  purposes  of  war  and  domin- 
ion. England  would  destroy  her  navv  to-morrow, 
if  the  protectioQ  of  cominaeree  was  ner  'only  ob- 
ject ;  because  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  expeiise 
of  keeping  up  her^navy  exceeds  the  profits  of  that 
commerce  which  it  is  said  to  protect.  Navies, 
therefore,  must  be  considered  as  instruments  of 
power,  rather  than  as  this  means  of  jxotectingcom- 
.merce.  They  are  thie  vile  ofispring  of  those  na- 
tions where  the  power  and  erandeur  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  everything,  and  the  people  are  nothing 
bat  slaves! 

Mr.  McK.  having  siated  that  a  navy  was  an 
instrument  of  power,  rather  than  a  means  of  pro- 
teetinnf  commerce,  in  order  to  show  that  this  opin-^ 
ion  was  not  a  mere  vagary  of  his  own  imagina- 
tion, but  the  deliberate  opinion  of  some  of  the 
wisest  men  of  this  country,  most  solemnly  pro- 
nounced, he  would  bee  leave  to  read  a  document, 
which  he  hoped  would  have  weight  with  some 
gentlemen  of  the  Committee.  It  is  taken  from  the 
celebrated  instructions  of  the  Virginia  Legisla- 
ture, of  1801,  to  their  Senators  in  Congress,  and 
if  said  to  have  come  from  the  pen  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States ;  and  he 
believed  he  could  venture  to  say,  that  no  Legis- 
:lature  ever  possessed  more  talents  than  were  drawn 
together  into  the  Virginia  Assembly  on  that  oc- 
casion. -  After  having  noticed  other  subjects,  ia 
speaking  of  the  Navy,  they  sajr : 

**  Wi£  respect  to  the  Navy,  it  may  be  proper  to 
renind  yon,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  jpropoted  object 
of  its  estabUshment,  or  whatever  may  be  toe  prospect 


of  temporary  sdvantagss  resoHing  thereftsm,  it  is  dem- 
onstrated by  the  experience  of  all  nations  who  have 
ventnred  fur  info  nayal.  policy,,  that  such  prospect  is 
ultimately  delusive ;  and  that  a  navy  has  ever,  in  prac- 
tice, been  known  more  as  an  instrument  of  power,  a 
source  of  expense,  and  an  occasion  of  collisions  and 
wars  with  other  nations,  than  as  aj;i  instrument  of  de- 
fence, of  economy,  or  of  protection  to  commerce.  Nor 
ii  there  any  nation,  in  the  judgment  of  the  General 
Assembly,  to  whose  circumstances  thn  remark  is  more 
applicable  than  to  the  United  States." 

These  opinions  may  now,  however,  be  consid- 
ered as  old-fashioned;  but  being  himself  an  old- 
fashioned  man,  he  confessed  he  was  more  pleased 
with  them  than  with  the  new  political  doctrines 
preached  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Cbevss)  tb  the  House  and  the  nation.  It 
might,  hoijrever,  possibly  be  the  fact,  that  he  (Mr. 
McK.^  was  wrong,  and  only  indulged  ancient 
prejudices,  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina right ;  and  if  such  were  the  case,  he  could 
only  sav,  in  his  own  defence,  that,  under  the  influ- 
ence Of  those  old  doctrines,  the  American  people 
had  enfoyed  a  state  of  prosperity  and  happiness 
unparalleled  in  the  historv  of  man— a  state. of 
prosperity  which  he  feared  he  would  never  see 
equalled.,  He  looked  back  on  those  days  of  h%pfy 
prosperitjr  with  the  same  feeling  of  mournful 
regret  with  which  he  looked  back  to  the  days  of 
his  youth,  fearing  that  they,  like  the  days  of  his 
yoijth,  would  never  again  return— especially  if  the 
Navy  mania  should  prevail. 

Another  great  objection  to  a  navy  .with  Mr* 
McK.  was,  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  expense 
would  fall  on  the  agricultural  class  of  the  people, 
and  the  advantages  (if  any)  to  be  derived  from 
the  protection  afibrded  by  it  to  commerce,  would 
be  derived  by  the  mercantile  class.  The  State  of 
Ohio,  for  instance,  will  pay  within  one-third  as 
nxuch  tax  as  the  State  of  MaryUnd  or  South  Car- 
olina, and  nearly  as  much  as  Connecticut,  with 
less  than  one-tenth  of  the  commerce  to  receive 
protection.  Is  it,  therefore,  reasonable  or  just  to 
tajc  that  portion  of  the  people  in  order  to  create 
and  support  a  pavy  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, when  they  have  none,  Or  but  little,  to  pro- 
tect ?  But,  it  is  also  true,  that  the  agriculturists 
and  manufacturers  throughout  the  Union  will  pay 
a  large  proportion  of  thciexpense  of  creating  and 
supporting  a  navy — perhaps  nine-tenths  thereof— 
while  the  mercantile  class  will  receive  the  great- 
est share  of  the  advantages.  As  a  further  illus- 
tration of  this  subject,  he  would  refer  gentlemen 
to  an  argument  bf  Mr.  Gallatin,  made  in  1799,  on 
the  establishment  of  a  navy,  in  which  this  point 
was.  clearly  demonstrated,  with  an  ability  that 
defied  refutation,  even  by  the  ingenuity  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Why,  said  Mr.  McK.,  is  this  period  fixed  on  for 
commencing  this  great  Naval  Establishment? 
And  why  was  it  not  commenced  when  our  finan- 
ces were  in  a  more  flourishing  condition— at  a 
time  when  the  means  necessary  to  effect  the  object 
were  possessed  by  the  Government  ?  Would  any 
man  sa^r  that  the  vessels  proposed  to  be  built  could 
be  furnished  in  time  to  he  serviceable  in  the  ap- 
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EffoachiD|r  contest?  ,He  believed  bo  man  would 
azard  his  reputation  by  such  an  assertion,  unless 
the  war'should  continue  longer  than  was  expected. 
It  would  appear  as  if  gentlemen  were  disposed  to 
lake  advantage  of  the  fever  of  the  public  mind^— 
when  the  people  were  indignant  at  the  eondtrct 
of  Great  Britain,  and  determined  to  have  redress 
almost  without  counting  the  cost;  and  when  they 
are  most  likely  to  examine  subjects  of  ti^is  sort 
with  the  least  deliberation^  we  are  cdled  upon  to 
establish  a  permanent  system  wtNch  will  remain  a 
set  fast  on  the  nation  forever.  AH  history  proves 
that  it  is  in  such  times  that  the  most  pernicious 
and  ruinous  principles  are  established,  and  we 
seem  disposed  to  follow  the  example.  If  we'are 
to  become  a  great  naval  poWer,  let  us  commence 
the  system  in  times  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  when" 
the  expession  of  public  sentiment  in  relation  to 
it  can  ne  fairly  and  dispassionately  had. 

But,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Cbeves) says,  that  ourMipisters  abroad  are  placed 
in  a  very  delicate  and  unpleasant  situation,  be- 
cause our  Navy  is  not  sufficient  to  command  the 
respect  of  foreign  Powers.  So  10ng,s9id  Mr.  Met., 
as  we  maintain  our' character  at  home-*so  long 
as  we  preserve  our  title  to  character  abroad ;  ana 
80  Idttg  as  the  people  are  industrious  and  happy- 
it  was  to  him  a  matter  of  but  small  concern  whe- 
ther a  Turkish  Bashaw  or  a  potentate  of  Europe 
respected  us  or  not.  If  our  friendship  was  desir- 
able to  them,  it  would  be  courted  ;  if  it  was  not, 
we  could  not  fight  them  into  it  by^ twenty-five 
serenty-four  gun  ships  and  forty  frigates.  But, 
if  it  were  an  object  of  primary  importance  with 
the  gentleman  to  render  this  nation  respectable  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  nations  his  object  perhaps 
could  be  more  easily  effected  by  assimilating  odr 
form  of  Government  more  to  the  forms  of  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe — by  making  the  Presidency 
hereditary t  creating  sonie  Princes  and  Princesses, 
Dukes  aind  Duchesses,  Lords  and  Ladies,  Stars 
and  Garters.  The  gentleman  will  then,  perhaps. 
DO  longer  be  told  that  we  are  without  honor  and 
just  political  views  by  the  monarchies  of  the  Old 
World. 

[Mr.  Cheves  said,  he  would  not  accept  the  gen- 
tleman's project.^]  - 

Mr.  McKee  said,  he  did  not  wish  him  to  accept 
it^  neither  would  he  accept  that  gentleman's  naval 
project,  because  the  consequences  to  the  country, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  similar.  Create  a  great 
national  debt,  impoverish  one  portion  of  the  com- 
munity with  heavy  taxes,  by  which  a  difierent 
portion  of  the  comniunity  are  benefited,  ami  yon 
have  the  foundation  of  a  moneyed  aristocracy, 
which  is  the  substance  which  will,  by  its  own 
operation,  create  substantially  those  distinctions 
in  society  which  in  other  Governments  have 
names. 

Establish  a  navy,  said  Mr.  McK.  and  this^  coun- 
try may  bid  farewell  to  peace ;  because  you  there- 
by organize  a  class  of  society  who  are  interested 
in  creating  and  keeping  up  wars  and  contention. 
Officers  in  the  Navy  abd  Army  are  mere  cypher^ 
in  society  in  times  of  peace,  and  are  only  respect- 
able in  tivie  of  w»r,  when  wealth  and  fame  may  j 


await  their  exertions.  They  are,  tlierefore^  in- 
terested in  keeping  up  a  state  of  war,  and  being 
invested  with  the  management  of  an  instrument 
of  war,  it  is  to  be  expected,  that  it  will  be  used  in 
some  degree  to  answer  their  own  purposes  t  No 
man  who  will  refiect  for  a  moment,  bnt  must  be 
satisfied  that  the  disgraceful  and  lawless  conduct 
of  the  British  naval  officers  on  our  coast  origi- 
nated in  a  desire  on. their  part  to  bring  on  a  war 
with  this  country,  in^whicn  tl^ey,  looked  forward 
to  large  dividends  of  prize  money  ;  and  these  acts 
were  contrary  to  the  Wish  and  expectation  of 
Great  Britain ;  in  one  instancy  the  act  wa$  dis- 
avowed ;  and  i^  may  be  asked  why  were  the  offi- 
cers notpunished  who  acted  contrary  to  the  wishes 
ofthe  Giovernment?  The  answer  is  obvious;  be- 
cause  the  influence  of  the  Navy  in  England  is  so 
predominant  that  the  Government  are  afiaid 
to  touch  the  subject,  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
the  Government  are  compelled  to  bear  \he  odium 
of  acts  which  they  flibapprove  ;  and  the  same 
caiise  which  has  produced  this  efi[ect  in  Eneland^ 
if  permitted  to  operate,  will  produce  Ik  similar  ef- 
fect in  this -country. 

Our  little^avy  has  already  contributed  much 
towards  the  irritation,  which  exists  between  this 
country  and  England ;  and  under  any  other  Pres- 
ident thaa  Mr.  Jefferson,  it  would  have  brougkl 
on  a  war4ji  1807.  And  what  real  benefit  has  re- 
sulted from  itL  to  the  Government?  Has  ji  pic- 
aroon or  a  buccaneer  ever  been  chastised  by, them  7 
It  they  havej  he  had  no  recollection  of  the  case  ^ 
he  had  seen  indeed  paragraphs  in  the  newspapers 
mentioning  that  the  frigate  President,  or,  some 
one'  of  the  vessels,  had  sailed  from  the  navy  yard 
ro  Norfolk,  from  thence  to  New  York,  and  finally 
arrived  safe  at  Boston^  but  for  what  purpose  he 
was  totally  ignorant,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  to  sail 
bade  again,  and  (urnjsh  the  materials  for  a  nev 
article  for  the  newspapers ;  and  for  these  eminent 
services,  the  American  people  have  already  paid 
a  bou^  $30,000,000. 

If,  said  Mr.  McC,  ypur  twelve  seventy-fours 
and  twenty  frigates  were  built,  youcoufd  not  man 
them,  without  resorting  to  impressment. .  AimI 
the  argument  of  the  gentledaan  irom  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Cuevbs)  seems  to  admit  this  fact;  be- 
cause he  sumnvpos  the  whole  force  of  his  ingenu- 
ity to  prove,  first,  that  you  can  in  tinae  of  war,  by 
law,  prevent  your  seamen  from  engaging  on  board 
of  privateers,  beyond  a  certain  number,  and  sec- 
ond, that  if  this,  expedient  should  fail,  you  can 
man  your  ships  of  war  with  militia.-  This,  said 
Mr.  Mc^.  is  a  monstrous  doctrine,  and  amounts- 
substantially  to  the  doctrine  of  impre&smeat, 
which  is  a  perversion  even  of  the  British  consti- 
tution. Whence  do  you  derive  the  power  of  pro- 
hibiting your  mariners  from  engaging  on  board 
of  privateers,  and  thusby  starvation  forcing  them. 
to  engage  in  your  service?  No  such  powe^is 
known  in  the  Constitution,  and  any  attempt  to 
exercise  it  (if  you  possessed  the  power)  would 
only  excite  irritation.  With  regard  to  marching 
the  militia  on  board  of  your  ships,  or  out  ofthe 
United  States,  Mr.  McK.  said,  he  had  been  at  a. 
loss  to  know  why  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
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olioa  (Mr.  Cbbvcs)  had  ushered  into  this  House 
a  discussion  on  that  point  when  the  yolunteer  bill 
was  under  consid'eration  j  because  it  seemed  to 
him  that  this  question,  as  it  related  to  the  rolun- 
teer  bi41,  was  (as  a  lawyer  wooM  say)  de  horeihe 
record  ;  bat  the  matter  is  now  folly  explained. 

[Mr.  CBBVEd  said  that  he  had  not  ushered  this 
discussion  into  the  House,  but  that  the  question 
wis  forced  on  him  by  other  gentlemen,  who  had 
raised  the  difficulty.]  * 

Mr.  McKee  said,  he  had  been  led  into  the  er- 
ror by  the  circumstance  that  the  genilejnan 
from  South  Carolina  first  within  his  hearing 
opened  the  discussion  on  this  point  in  the  House, 
and  he  had  therefore  supposed  it  had  originated 
with  him.  That  gentteman  had,  howeyer,  con- 
tended, that  the  militia  could  be  marched  put  of 
the  United  States,  and  notv  holds  the  opinion, 
that  in  the  last  resort,  your  ships  may  be  manned 
by  the  same  means.  No  such  power  is  known  in 
the  CoDstitution.  You  have  the  power  of  calling 
out  the  mrtilili  for  three  specified  objects,  to  wit : 
"  T<J  execute  the  laws  tjf  the  Unton.  suppress  in- 
surrectiontr,  and  r^pel  invasions.^'  Thi^  specifica- 
tion of  ^he  objects  for  which  the  militia  may  be 
called  out,  operates  as  a  limitation  of  the  power;  no 
rule  of^ construction  is  more  universal  or  liable  to 
i^w*r  exceptions  in  law  or  reason,  than  thata grant 
<$r power,  accompanied  with  a  specification  pf  the 
,  objects  to  which  the  power  is  to  be.appjied,  is,  in 
it^  nature,  a  limitation  of  tbe^power  to  those  oh- 
'  jecta  alone-;  and  Jn  this  case  the  power  of  calling 
I  out  the  milrtia  is  limited  to  those  objects  and  (or 
those  purposes  which  of  ^\[  others  the  militia  i^re 
the  best  auHpfed  to  effect,  and  for  the  effectuation 
of  which,  it  is  the  most  natural  that  the  militia 
would  be  resorted  to. 

[The  Chairman, Mr.  Nelson, asked  Mr.  McKee 
if  he  thought  the  remarks  in  relation  to  marching 
the  militia  out  of  the  United 'States  were  applica- 
ble to  the  question  before  the  committee?]. 

Mr.  McKee  said,  unquestionably  he  did  believe 
them  applicable ;  because  he  contended,  that  the 
ships,  if  built,  could  not  be  manned,  unless  by 
the  militia;  and  if  he  showed  they,  could  not  be 
manneil  by  the  militia,  he  thereby  proved  that 
the  ships  ought  not  to  be  built. 

When  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stat^ 
was  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Amer-* 
ican  people^  and  every  objection  which  the  inge- 
nuity of  party  rage  could  invent  was  raised  against 
its  ratifi<;ation  or  adopti^oo,  y<^t  it  never  occurred' 
to  any  one  that  the  militia  tould  be  marched  out 
of  the  United  States;  and  if  the  history  of  those 
times  is  looked  into,  it  will  be  (bond  that  the 
TOwer  of  marching  the  militia  of  GJeorgia  to  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  militia  of  Maine  to  (Georgia, 
was  the  subject  of  serious^  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  opposers  of  the  Constitution,  and  when 
1  soch  objections  were  iraised,  it  is  evident  that  if 
ever  the  thought  of  marching  the  militia  out 
of  the  United  States  had  occurred,  or  had  been 
supposed  to  have  been  contained  in  the  instru- 
ment, it  never  would  have  been  •ratified.  •  It  there^ 
fore  seemed  to  him  clear,  that  it  was  not  the  in^^ 
tantion  of  the  framers  of^the  Constitution  4o  grant 


to  the  Government  the  power  of  marching  the 
militia  out  of  the  United  States,  and  we  ought 
not  to  invest  ourselves  with  the  power  by  impli- 
cation or  construction. 

Mr.  McK.  apologized  for  detaining  the  Commit- 
tee so  long.  He  lM)ped  gentlemen  would  consider 
well  the  subject  before  they  gave  a  vote  which 
may  not  only  affect  the  present  generation,  but 
extend  its'efiects  to  future  generations. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Monday,  Janbary  20. 

Mr'.  AIjtchill  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Whitelow,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  prajing  for  . 
permission  to  occupy  a  tract  of  ground  lyine  west 
of  the.  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Washington,  (origi- 
nally intended  for  a  botanic  gal'den.)  for  the  pur- 
pose or  Improving  it  as  an  agricultural  and  bo- 
tanical garden  ;  stating  bis  experience  ip  business 
of  this  kind  In  Europe. — Relerred  to  the  Com^ 
mittee  on  the  Drstrict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  representation  of  sud-^ 
dry  inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  com- 
plainit^of  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  Governor 
of  that  Territory,  in  withholding  bis  approbation 
to  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature,  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  seat  of  the  Territorial  Government, 
and  praying  redress. "^Referred.  ' 

INCkBA8i  or  REVENUE. 

Ml*.  Bacon  observed  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  an  in- 
quiry addressed  to  him  by  the  committee,  which 
they  deemed  of  public  impojrtance^  and  there- 
fore, contrary  to  their  usual  practice,  the  com- 
mittee had  directed  him  to  communicate  it  to 
the  House,  in  order  that 'it  might  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members,  as  it  might  be  some  time 
before  the  committee  would  be  able  to  make  their 
report;  and  by  having  the  letter  of.  the  Secretary 
of  Treasury  before,  thefta,  and  their  attentioa 
drawn  to  the  subject^  the  House  would  be  better 
able  to  meet  the  consideration  of  it,  when  it 
shall  be  bvougbt  before  them  by  the  committee. 
Mr.  B.  then  laid  the  letter  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  committee  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with  his  answer  (containing  his  budget  of  pro- 
posed taxes  for  oseeting  the  expenses  of  war)  be- 
fore the  Hoilse ;  which  being  read,' 

Mr.MosELfeY  proposed  thai  five  thousand  copies 
of  the  communication  should  be  printed.  This 
n^otion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Milnor,  who,  on 
account  of  its  importance,  contended  for  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  it  as  public  as  possible,  it  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Bacon,  as  improper  and  as  in- 
curring an  unnecessary  expense.  Improper,  be- 
cause it  would  be  giving  an  undue  sanction  to  a 
letter  to  one  of  the  committees  of  the  House, 
which  had  not  been  acted  upon,  (and  which  it 
was  unusual  to  publish  at  all;)  incurring  an  un- 
necessary expense,  because  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary would  unaoubtedly  be  printed  in  every 
newspaper  in  the  United  States,  and  by  this  means 
be  made  more  generally  public,  than  it  would  be 
in  any  other  way. — Motion  negatived  75  to  43. 


847 


mSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


S48 


H.opR. 


Increase  of  Revenue. 


Jancabt,  1S12. 


.  Mr;  Maxwell  then  ^moTed  that  one  thousand 
i>opies  be  printed.  This  motion,  after  some  ob- 
servations from  Messrs.  Wright,  Pibk,  and  Find- 
let,  in  which  they  urged  the  impropriety  of 
g}7iTig  any  countenance  to  a  letter,  containing 
propo5itions  which  would  not  probably  be  agreed 
to  by  Congress,  and  which  would  serve  only  un- 
necessarily to  alarm  the  people,  was  negatived 
eo  to  52. 

Mr.  Davenport  moved  to  have  five  hundred 
copies  printed,  which  motion  was  also  negatived^ 
and  the  usual  number  ordered  to  be  printed.  . 

The  Letter  and  Answer  ar*  as  follows : 

*  8iK :  In  your  annual  report,  prepared  iti  obedience 
to  the  act  sapplcmentaty  to  the  act,  entitled  *^An  act 
to  estflfblish  the  Treasury  Department/'  and  transmit- 
ted to  the  llouse  of  JUpresentatives  on  the  92d  ultimo, 
it  is  stated, 

Ist.  That,  to  place  the  financial  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  a  solid  foundation,  it  requires  the  aid  of 
ft  revenue,  sufficient  at  least,  to  defray  the^  ordinary 
expenses  of  Government,  and  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  including  that  on  new  loans  ^ which 
may  be  authorized. 

That  the  expenses  of  the  year  1812,  calculated  on  the 
existing  state  of  af&irs,  and  including  the  interest 
on  the  public  debt,  will  amount  to      $9,400,000  00 
That  the  whole  amount  of  actual  receipts 
into  the  Treasury,  doring  the   year, 
1812,  may  be  estimated  at         -        -  8,200,000  00 


Leaving  a  deficiency  (which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  supply  by  authorizing  a  loan) 
of    -        -        -        -        -.      -        -1,200,000  00 

And  that  an  authority  to  borrow  a  sum, 
equal  to  that  which  ^11  be  reimbursed 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt, 
during  that  year,  will  be  necessary,    , 
amounting  to  not  less  than        -        -  2,135,318  41 


Making  the  whole  sum,  which.it  is  pro- 
posed should  be  provided  for  by  loan, 


for  that  year    - 


$3,336,318  41 


Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  Qolnmittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  instructed  me  to  inquire  of  y^u,  whe- 
ther, according  to  the  principle  first  above  stated,  it  does 
not  become  necessary  to  provide  "  a  fixed  revenue,^ 
to  be  received  during  the  year  1812,  equal  as  woU  to 
the  estimated  expense  of  that  year,  and  amounting, 
as  above  stated,  to  $9,400,000,  as  also  to  the  interest 
which  will  arise  on  th'e  proposed  loau  Of  $1,200,000  ; 
or,  otherwise,  whether  it  is  proposed  to  provide  for  thp 
payment  of  such  iuterest  out  of  the  money  of  the  Trea- 
sury at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  or  from  any 
other  source  1 

'  2d.  U  is  stated  in  your  report,  '*  that  a  fixed  reve- 
nue of  about  nine  millions  of  dollars  Lb  necessary,  under 
the  existing  circumstances  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
that  the  same  amount  would  be  necessary,  and,  with 
the  aid  of  loans,  will,  ia  your  opinion,  be  sufficient,  in 
case  of  war." 

In  reference  to  this  state  of  things,  the  Committee 
wish  you  to  state,  whether,  as,  in  the  event  of  war, 
increased  loans  will  undoubtedly  be  required,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  provide  an  additional  and  gradually  in- 
creasing revenue,  to  pay 'the  interest  on  such  loans  ? 


3d.  It  is  stated  in  your  report,  **  that  the  pennanant 
revenue,  or  annual  receipts,  after  the  year  1812,  (calcu- 
lated on  the  existing  state  of  afiairs,)  together  with  an 
addition  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  present  amoont  of 
duties,  may  be  estimated  at <* nine  millions  of  dollars; 
and  that,  should  any  deficiency  arise,  in  the  event  of 
war,  it  may  be  supplied,  without  difficulty,  by  a  fiirtber 
increase  of  duties,  by  a  restoration  of  that  on  salt,  and 
by  a  proper  selection  of  moderate  internal  taxes.*' 

The  Committee  request  that  you  would  favor  them 
with  Uie  best  opinion  which  you  are  able  to  form  (cal- 
culated on  the  event  of  war)  of  the  probable  amount  ot 
the  receipts  from  dqties ;  a  specification  of  the  increase 
of  dnties  which  you  would  think  practicable  and  ad- 
visable ;  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  that  on  salt ; 
and  sVich  a  selection  of  moderate  internal  taxes  as  yon 
would  reccommend,'  with  the  probable  expense  of  col- 
lection, and  the  amount  of  net  revenue  estimated  to 
arise  therefrom. 

4th.  The  Committee  request  that  you  would  furnish 
them,  in  connexion  with  your  replies  to  the  preceding 
inquiries,  with  an  estimate  of  ways  and  means,  (calcu- 
lated on  the  event  of  war,)  wl^ch  Will,  provide  a  reve- 
nue sufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  provide  for  the  l^al  reimbursement  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  including  the  interest  on 
new  loans',  to  the  amount  at  least  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum,  accompanied  with  such  a  scheme 
for  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  new  loans 
as  you  should  deem  expedient,  together  with  sudi 
opinions. as  you- may  have  formed  respecting  the  terms 
on  which  such  loans  may  probably  be  obtained ;  also, 
such  further  views  or  information,  connected  with,  or 
touching  the  foregoing  objects  of  inquiry,  as  you  may 
deem  necessary  and  expedient. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  die  honor- to  he,  your 
obedient  servant, '  £.  BACON. 

.  Hon.  Ai.«xaT  GjoxATix,  See.  TrtoMury. 

TaxAsuat  DxPiATxxirT,  Jan.  10,  1812. 

8ia :  In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  relative  to  the  interest  arising 
on  the  proposed  loan  of  $1,200,000,  necessary  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  receipts  of  the  year  1812, 1  beg 
leave  to  observe  that  that  item  was  not  included 
amongst  die  expenses  of  that  year,  because,  the  esti- 
mate being  made  with  reference  to  the  expenses  alone 
which  had  previously  been  aiithorized  by  law,  and  a 
considerable  proportion  of  those  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  falling  on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  it  would  not 
have  been  necessary,  in  that  vieW  of  the  subject,  to 
borrow  that  s^m  previous  to  that  day,  and  the  intereal 
would  not,  therefore,  have  beooi^  a  charge  till  the 
year  1813. 

With  respect  to  the  second  inquiry  of  the  Commit^ 
tee,  it  was  certainly  contemplated,  in  conformity  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  President,  whose  expres- 
sions were  adopted  in  the  report,  **  to  faise  a  revenue 
sufficient,  at  least,  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
Government,  aitd  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  including  that  on  new  loans  which  may  be  au- 
thorized." The  sum  of  about  nine  miUipns  of  dollars 
was  assumed  as  answering  that  description  for  the 
present,  and  the  expression  of  "  fixed  revenue,"  which 
had  heen  used  in  reference  to  existing  circumstances, 
was  inadvertently  applied  to  the  case  of  war.  It  will 
undoubtedly  be  profM^r^  as  remarked  by  the  Committee, 
to  provide,  annually,  an  additional  and  gradually  in- 
creasing  revenue,  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 


849 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


January,  1812. 


hicrense  of  Eetenuel 


H.  ofR. 


loans  required  in  the  event  of  imr.  If,  therefore,  the 
loan  for  the  present  jear  will,  according  to  thO  sug- 
gestion of  the  Gommittee,  amount  to  ten  millions  of 
dolbrs,  the  receipts  into  the  Treiuiury»  to  be  provided 
for  the  year  1813,  should,  on  those  data,  amount  to 
about  nine  millions  sir  hundred  thousand  dollars.  ^ 

The  Committee,  ask,  in  the  iiexi  place,  -the  bfst 
ojMnioh  which  I  am  able  to  form  of  the  probable 
amount  of  receipts  ^om  duties  on  merchandise,  in  the 
erent  of  war,^    . 

•  As  that  amount*  will  depend  on  the  extent  of  the 
eommerce  between  the  United  States  .and  natioi|s  at 
peaco  widi  them,  and  on  the  numbers  of  the  captures 
respectively  made  by  oiir  own  privateers,  and  by  the 
enemy,  it  is  a  matter  of  cunjeciuie,  and  not  4  subject 
of  calculation }  for  which  reason  it  was  stated  in  the 
report^  that  that  amount  could  not  at-  present  be  de- 
termined. Considering  the  -restrictions  laid  by  France 
on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  with  her  own 
dominions  and  other  pountries* -under  her  influence, 
the  dangers  to  which  our  commerce  with  the  Baltic 
and  with  China  will  be  exposed^  the  relations  of  Eng- 
land with  Portugal  and  with  Sp^n,  and  also  that  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  the  captures  made  by  our  priva- 
teers will  be  sent  info  foreign  portsj  a  great  defalcation 
in  the  receipts  on  duties  on  imported  merchandise 
must  be  expected.  The  amount,  und^r  existing  laws 
and  circumstances,  has,  from  correct  data,  been  stated 
in  t^e  annual  report  at  six  millions  of  doUars.  It 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  unsafe,  in  an  estimate  of 
ways  and  means,,  intended  to  be  relied  on  with  dor- 
tainty,  to  oakulale,  in  the  event  of  a  war»  on  ^  more' 
than  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars^  at  the 
preset  rate  of  ^ties. 

To  the  next  inquiry  pf  thp  Comratttee*  respecting 
the  increase  of  those  duties  which  Lb  thought  practica- 
ble and  advisable,  it  b  answered,  without  hefutation, 
thai  the  rate  of  duties  ma3r>  in  ike  event  of .  war,  be 
doubled,  without  danger  or  inconvenience.     There 
will,  in  such  event,  be  less  danger  of  smuggling,  at 
that  rate,  than  there  is  now,  with  the  existing  duties. 
iWith  that  increase,  ^e  dutiqs  vdll.  still  be  much  less, 
on  an  average,  than  tl^ose  paid  on  importations  in 
England,  France,  and  most  other  countries.    And 
they  will  be  collected  with  faiore  e^ae  to  Government, 
and  less  inconvenience  to  the  people,  thkn  could  be 
devised,  to  the  same  ainpuht,  in  any  other  manner. 
A  duty  on  imported  salt  might  now  be  calculated 
on  at  least  three  million  five  hundred  thousand  bush- 
els ;  but,  in  time  of  war,  pannot  be  estimated  on  more 
than  two  millions  of  bushels,  producing,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  cents  per  bushel,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  dudes  on  tonnage  and  imported  merchandise,  in- 
eluding  the  former  duty  on  salt,  and  doubling  the 
rate  of  all  the  others,  would,  according  to  that  esti- 
mate, amount  to  •        -        •        -  $5,400^00 
To  which,  adding  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
^  of  public  lands,  estimated,  as  %  the  an- 
nual report,  at      •        -        ...       600,000 


Makes  an  ajg;gregate  of     - 
And  leaves  a  deficiency  of 


-  .6,000,000 
.    3,600,000 


In   order  to   complete  the  net    revenue, 

wanted  for,  the  service  of  1813,  of  -  *        $9,600,000 


On  the  basis  of  annual  loans  of  ten  ttilKons  of  dol- 
lars, during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  (which  is  the 
worn  asanmed  by  the  committee,  and  whiob,  constder- 


ing  the  expenses  already  voted  by  Congress,  is  not 
more  than  will  be  wanted,  and  estimating  at  the  lowest 
rate  the  interest  on  the  loan  of  1813,  the  deficiency 
for  1814,-  to  be  provided  for  fay  other  sources,  wiU 
amount  to  four  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  expenses  of  assessment  and  ooUeotion,  and  inci- 
dental losses,  on  the  interna^  taxes,  firota  the  proceeds 
of  .which,  this  deficiency  must  be  supplied,  may  be 
estimated  at  fifteen  per  <5ent»  In  order  to  produce  a 
net  revenue  of  four  milUon  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  the  gross  amount  of  taxes  must  therefore  be 
near  fiVe  millions  .of  dollars.  As  the  taxes,  which  may 
be  oitianissed  during  the  present  session  o€  Congress, 
will  not  become  due  till  the  ensuing  year,  and  as  it  is 
sufficiently  ascertained,  from^universai experience,  that 
taxes  will  not  produce  their  full  nominal  amount  the 
first  year  they  are  m  operation,  it  may  be  relied  on 
that  a  gross  amount  of  five  millions,  intended  to  pro- 
duct a  net  revenue  of  four  million  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  ^1  not  yield  &at  sum  (ill  the  year  1814, 
nor  produce,  in  1813,  more  than  the  requ^ed  sum  of 
three  million  six  hundred  ^ousand  dollars.  Five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  will,  therefore,  be  assumed  as  the  gross 
amount  of  tai^es  (including  the  expenses  of  assessment 
and  collection,  and  the  incidental  losses)  necessary  to 
be  raised  at  this  time.  That  sum  is  calculated  to 
cover  the  interest  on  the  loans  4)f  ten  millions  a  y^r, 
Wanted  for  the  service  of  the  years  1812  and  1813, 
leaving  the  selection  of  additional  taxes,  which  may 
thereafter  be  necessvy  to  provide  for  the  interest  of 
subsequent  loans,  to  )ie  made  according  to  the  expe- 
rience which  will  be  afforded  by  (hose  two  years. 

Before  I  proceed  to  answer  the  inquiry  of  the  com- 
mittee, respecting  il  sele<^on  of  the  internal  taxes  now 
necessary,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  it  was  stated  ia 
the  anaual  report  of  December  10,  1808,  that  "no 
internal  taxes,  either  direct  or  indirect,  were  contem- 
plated; evep  in  the  case  of  hostilities  carried  against 
the  two  great  belligerent  Powers"-^— an  assertion  which 
renders  it  necessary  to  show  that  the  prospect  then 
held  out  was  not  deceptive,  and  why  it  has  not  been 
realifled^ 

'The  balance  in  the  Treasury  Ataiounted,  at  that  time, 
to  near  fourteen  millions  of  dollars ;  but,  aware  that  that 
surplus  would,  in  a  short  time,  be  expended,  and  having 
stated  that  the  revenue  was  daily  decreasing,  it  was,  in 
the  same  report,  proposed  **  that  all  the  existing  duties 
sliould  be  doubled  on  importations  subsequent  to  the 
first  day  of  January,  1809.*'  As  the  net  revenues  ac- 
crued from  customs  during  the  three  years,  1809, 1810, 
and  181 1,  h&«>  without  any  increase  of  duties,  exceeded 
twenty-six  millions  ef  dollars,  it  follows  that,  if  the 
measure,  then  submitted,  had  been  adopted,  we  should, 
after  making  a  large  deduction  for  any  supposed  dim- 
inution of  consumption  arising  froin  the  proposed  in- 
crease, have  had,  at  this  time,  about  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  on  hand — a  sum  greater  than  the  net  amount 
of  the  proposed  idternal  taxes  for  four  years. 

In  proportion  as  the  ability  to  borrow  is  diminished, 
the  necessity  of  resorting  to  taxation  is  increased.  It 
is,  therefore,  also  proper  to  observe,  that,  at  that  time, 
the  subject  xif  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  been  referred  by  the  Senate  to 
the  Secretary,  of  the  Treasury ;  nor  had  any  symptom 
appeared,  from  which  its  absolute  dissolution,  without 
any  substitute,  could  have  then  been  anticipated.  The 
renewal,  in  some  shape*  and  on  a  more  extensivescale, 
was  oonfiently  relied  on.;  and,  accordingly,  in  the  re- 
port made  during  the  iwme  session,  to  the  Senate,  Uie 
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propriety  of  increasiBg  the  CapittU  of  the  bank  to  thirty 
milliont  of  dollars,  was  feubiiiittc<S^  with  the  condition 
that  that  iostitiition  should,  if  required,  be  obliged  to 
lend  one-h&If  of  its  capital  to.  the  United  Sutes.  The 
amount  thus  loaned,  might,  without  any  inconvenience, 
have  been '  Increased  to  twenty 'toilHons.  -And  with 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  in  hand,  and  loans  being 
secured  for  twenty^millions  more,  without  any  increase 
of  the  stock  of  the  public  debt  at  market,  internal,  tax- 
ation would  have  ^een  unnecesstuy  fbr  at  least  four 
years  of  war,  nor  any  other  resource  been  wanted,  than 
an  additional  annual  loan  of  five  miUif)i£B — a  sura'  effi- 
ciently moderate  to  be  obtained  from  individuals^  and 
on  favorable  terms.  ^  ' 

These  observations  are  made  only  in  reference  to 
the  finances  and  resources  of  the  General  Government 
Con^derations  of  a  different  nature  have,6n  both  these 
subjects,  produced  a  different  iresult,  which  makes  a 
resort  to  internal  t«es,  now,  necessary,  and  willren-^ 
der  loans  more  difficult  to  obtain,  and  their  terms  less^ 
favorable.  ■  But  the  resources  of  tKe  country  cemain 
the  same ;..  and,  if  promptly  and  earnestly  brougnt  into 
action,  will  be  found  amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  pres- 
ent emergency.  With  respect  to  internal  taxes,  the 
whole  amount  to  be  raised  is  so  nwderate,  when  com- 
pared either  with  the  population  and  wealth  of  the 
United  States,  or  with  the  burdens  Idid  on  European 
nations  by  their  Governments,  that  no  doubt  exists  of 
the  ability  or  .will  of  the  people  to  pay,  without  any- 
real  inconvenience,  and  with  cheerfulnes$f,  the  pro- 
posed war,  tax^.  For,'  it  is  stilt  hoped  that  the  ordin ary 
peace  revenue  of  the  United  States  wHl  be  sufficient  to ' 
reimburse,  within  fl^  reasonable  period,  the  loans  ob- 
tamed  during  the  war,  'and  tliat  neither  a  perpetual 
and  increasing  public' debt,  nor  a  permanent  system  of 
ever  progressing  taxation  shall  be  entailed  on  the 
nation.  These  evils  cannot,  however,  be  otherwise 
avoided,  than  by  the  speedy  organisation  of  a  certain 
revenue.  Delays  in  that  respect^  and  a  reliance  on 
indefinite  loans,  to  defray  the, war  expendtttkro,  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  Government,  and  flie  interest  on 
the  loans  themselves,  would  be  equally  unsafe  and 
ruinous — would  in  a  short  time,  injure  public  credit, 
impair  the  national  resources,  and  intimately  TQuder 
much  heavier  and  perpetual  taxes  absolutely^necessury. 

Of  the  gross  atdount  of  five  millions  of -dollars  to  be 
now  provided,  according  to  the  preceding  estimates,  by 
internal  taxation,  it  is  respectfully  proposed  that  three' 
millions  should  be  raised  by  a  direct  tax,  and  two  mil- 
lions by  indirect  taxes. 

The  sum  of  three  millidns  will  not,  considering  the 
increase  of  population,  ,be  a  much  greater  direct  tax 
than  that  of  two  millions,  voted  in  the  year  1798.  To 
this,  permit  me  to  add  another  vie>V  of  the  subject. 

The  direct  taxes,  laid  by  the  several  States  during 
the  last  years  of  the  Revoliitionary  war,  were  generally 
more  heavy  than  could  be  paid  with  convenience.  But, 
during  the  y/Bars  1785  to  1789,  an  annual  direct  tax  of 
more  than  208,000  doflars  (^5,189)  was  raised  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  was  not  oppressive,.aiid  was  paid 
wi^  great  punctuality^  The.  increase  of  population  of 
that  State,  between  the  years  1787  and  1812,  is,  in  the 
ratio  of  about  four  to  nine.  A  tax  of  460,000  dolters, 
payable  in  the  year  1813,  is  not  higher,  in  proporti6n 
to  population,  alone,  and  without  regard  evdn  to  the 
still  greater  increase  of  wealth,  and  of  circulating  tpe^ 
dium,  than  a  tax  of  200,000  dollars  vras  in  the  year 
1787,  But  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania,  on  *  tax  of 
^hree  millions  of  dollars,  will  (oounUng  Orleaai  as  a 


State)  hardly  exceed  865,000  dollars.  The  proposed 
tat  will,  therefore,  so  far  as  relates  to  Pennsylvania,  be 
near  twenty  per  cent,  lighter,  in  proportion  te  the  re- 
spective population,  than  that  paid,  during  the  jesra 
1785  to  1789. 

The  rule  of-  apportijmment;  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution, operates  with  perhaps  as  much  equality  as  is 
practicable,  in  relation  to  States  not  materially  dificor- 
ing  in  wealth  And  situation. ,  It  may,  therefore,  be  in- 
ferred, that  a  direct  tax,  which  is  not  greater  ihan 
PennsyWania  can  paywith  facility,  will  not  press  hea- 
vily upon  any  of  the  other  Atlantic  States. .  It  is  only 
in  reference  to  the  Western  States  that  the  Constita- 
tional  rule  of  apportionment;  according  to  the  respect- 
ive number  of  inhabitants  in  each  State,  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  unequal.  Being  at  a  greater  distance  from 
a  market,  and  having,  on  Recount  of  the  recent  date  of 
their  settlements,  less  accomhlated  capital,  it  is  cer- 
laihly  true  thut  they  cannot,  in  proportion  to  their 
population,  p^y  as  much,  or  with  the  same  facility,  as 
the  Atlantic  Stated.  Two  considerations  will,  however, 
much  diminish  the  weight,  if*  they  do  not  altogether 
obviate  that  objection. 

1.  Of  the  articles  actually  consumed  in  the  Western 
States,  there  are  two  of  general  consumption,  on  which 
duties  are  laid,  or  proposed  to  be  laid,  and  on  which, 
being  articles  produced  -in  those  States,  they' will  pay 
nothing,  or  (ess  than  the  Atlantic  States^  On* salt 
they  will  {pay  nothing,  as  the  whole  quantity  consumed 
there  is  of  dom^ttc  ^rig^ ;  and  this  observation  a^ 
fords  an  argument  in  favor,  of  the  restoration  of  the 
duty  on  that  article^  since  it  will  tend  to  equalize  the 
operation  of  the  direct  tax.  A  considerable  part  of  the 
sugar  those  States  consume  (nearly  seven  millions  of 
pounds)  is  also  the  prtAluce  of  the  maple^  and  pays  no 
duty.  And,  in  time  oi  WtfT,  it  is  probable  that  the  res- 
idue of  their  conf umption  will,.iR  a  gfeat  degree,  con- 
sist of  19ew  Orieans  sugar ;  also  duty  .free. 

2;  A  considerable  portion  of  the  direct  taxes,  in  ^ose 
States,  is  laid  'on  lands  owne4  by  persons  residing  in 
other  State^;  and  will  not  fill  en  the  inhabitants.  It 
appcdrs,  by  a  late  official  statement,  that  mote .  than 
two-thirds  of  the  land  tax  of  the  State  of  Ohio  are 
raised  on  latids  owned  by  non-residents,  llie  portion 
of  the  quota  of  that  State  on  the  United  States'  direct 
tax,  which  will  be  payable  *by  its  inhabitants,  will,  for 
that  reason  alone,  be  reduced  to  one-third  part  of  the 
nominal  amount  of  such  quota.  /"And,  although  Ae 
proportion  may  not  be  the  same  in  the  other  Western^ 
States,  it  is  well  .known  that  a  similar  result,  though 
not  perhaps  to  the  same  extent,  will  take  pl(|ce  in  all. 

From  every  "^iew  which  has  been  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  satisfactorily  appears  that  the  proposed  amount 
of  (hree>  millions  is  moderate,  and  cannot  be  product- 
ive of  any  real  inconvenience,  provided  that  the  ob- 
jects dn  which  the  tax  shall  be  assessed  be  properlj 
selected* 

A  direct  tax  may  he  assessed  either  on  the  whole 
amount  of  the  property  or.income  of  the  people,  or  on 
certain  specific  objects  selected  for  that  purpose.  The 
first  mode  may)  on  abstract  principles,  be  considered 
as  most  correct ;  and  a  tax  laid  in  case  of  selection,  on 
the  same  articles,  in  all  the  States,  as  was  done  in  the 
direct  tax  oi  1798,  is  recommended  by  it^  uniformity, 
and  supported  by  respectable  authority.  It  is,  never- 
theless, believed  that  the  systems  of  (axation,  respect- 
ively, adopted  by  the  several  States^  matured,  modi- 
fied, and  impi;oved,  as  they  have  been  by  long  expe- 
rieiic6»  will  genertliy  be  Soiiiiid  to  be  best  adi^ted  to 
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the  local  situatipA  and  circumatancea  pf  each  State ; 
and  they  are  certainly  most  congenial  with  the  feel- 
ings and  habits  of  the  people.  It  is  therefore  proposed 
that  the  direct  tax  shoaid  be  laid  and  assessed  in  each 
State  upon  the  same  objects,  of  taxation  on  which  the 
direct  taxes,  levied  under  the  authority  of  the  State, 
are  laid  and  assessed.. 

The  attempt  made,  under  tha.  Ibrm#r  diract  tax  of 
the  United  States,  to  equalize  the  tax  by  aathdrixiBff 
a  Board-  of  Commissioneray  in  each  State,  ta  correct 
the  valaationa  made  by  the  local  ^sfeaaora*  was  at^ 
tended  with  considerable  exfiense,  and  productive  of 
great  delay.  In  order  -to  obviate  this  inconveaience) 
it  is  proposed  that  the  quota  assigned  to  each  dtate» 
according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution* 
should  be  apportioned  by  law  amongst  the^  several 
counties,  towns,  or  other  subdivisions  of  each  ,Sttte; 
adopting,  in  each  State,  where  a  Sta|e  tax  is  ne^  levied, 
the  apporUonment  of  the  State  tax,  whether  that  b^  an 
absolute  quota,  fixed  by  a  previous  Stale  Uiwon  the. 
county  or  town,  or  whether  it  be  only  the  amount 
which  ahall  appear  to  have  been  last  laid  on  sudi 
county  by  the  operatien  of  the  genei^  State  lawsv  im- 
posing  a  direct  tax;  making  the  ^>ponienment  in  the 
States  where  no  State'  tax  is  now  letied»  aooonding  to  • 
the  beat  information^  and  materials  which .  can  be  ob- 
tained; and  authorising  the  19tate%  respectively ,' to 
alter  the  apportionment  thui  made  bylaw,  at' any  time 
previous  to  the  d^  fixed  by  law  fi>r  assessing  the  .Uni- 
ted States'  tax  on  individuals4  The  whole  process  of 
aapeesment  wiU  thereby  be  reduced  to  that  of  assess- 
ing the  quota  of  e«ch,  coiinty,  town,  or  other  subdi- 
vision* on  the  lands  and  inhabitants  of  such  division^ 
It  wiU  be  as  simple, 'and  may  be  ejected  as  promptly, 
and  with  as  little  expense,  as  the  assessment  of  a 
county  tax ;  and  the.  objects  of  taxation  being  the 
same*  it  may  be  stiU  more  &cilitated  by  authorizing  an  , 
adoption  of  the  State  assessment  on  individuals,  when- 
ever it  Bkay  be  obtained  from  the  proper  authority. 

With'  respect /to  indirect  taxes,  it  doea  ilot  appear 
necessary  to  resoit  to  any  other  tfaah  those  whieh  bad 
been  fbrmeriy  levied  by  the  United 'States^  As  they 
were  in  operation  during  seVeral  years,  their  defects, 
and  the  modifications  and  improvementa  of  which  tbey 
are  susceptible,^  are  better  uiiderstood  than  new  taxes 
cookl  be..  With  some  alterations  they  may  produce 
the  amount  now  wanted  ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  other,  equally  productive,  eeuld  be  substituted 
with  any  real  advantage.  The  gross  amount  of  those 
taxes,  in  the  year  1801,  was  near  one  million 'Of  dol- 
lars. They  would,  according  to  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, and  without  any  augmentation  in  their  rate, 
yield,  now,  near  $1,400,000.  .  An  average  increase  of 
about  fifty  per  cent. 'in  the  rate  would  produce  the 
intended  gross  amount  of  two  millions.  But  It  is  be- 
lieved that  that  increase  ought  not  to  be  the  sane  in 
all  those  taxes,  and  that  some  are  susceptible  of  greater 
augmentation,  or  extension!  than  others.    '   "     ' 

1.  Duties  <m  domestic  spirite  distilled* — ^There  \e 
not  any  more  eligible  object  of  taxation  than  ardent 
spirits*  But  the  mode  of  taxation  is  liable  to  strong 
objections,  particuhlrly  with  respect  te  persons  who 
are  not  professional,  manufacturers*  and  who,  only  oc- 
casionally, distil  the  produce  of  their  farms.  It  is  there- 
fore proposed,  that  the  -duties  on  the  quantity  of  spirits 
distilled  should  be  levied  only  on  spirits  distilled  firom 
foreign  materials,  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  gallon, 
distilled,  and  on  other  distilleries  employing  stills,  the 
aggregate  of  which  shaU  contain  more  than  four  hun- 


dred gallons,  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per  gallon,  dis- 
tilled ;  and  that,  instead  of  a  duty  on  the  sfMrits,  or  of 
licenses  in  proportion  to  the -time  employed,  all  other 
distillers  should  only  pay  an  annual  tax  of  five  dollars 
for  each  still  solely  einployed  in  the  distillation  of  fruit, 
and  of  fifteen  dollars  for  each  still  otherwise  employed. 
This  tax  may,  also,  still,  without  reference- to  time,  be 
made  to  vary  according,  to -the  size  of  the  stills.  At 
those  rates,  this  class  of  duties  is  estimated  -to  produce. 
At  most,,  $400,000;  and  it  is  intended,  in  that  case, 
that  another  duty  should  be  levied  on  the  same  article, 
in  the  shape,  of  licenses  to  retailers.  By  the  adoption 
of  that  mode,  the  expenses  of  collection  will  be  con- 
siderably diminished,  penalties  for  not  entering  stills 
will  be  unnecessary,  and  they  will  be  confined,  with 
respect  to  country  stills^  to  the  case  of  cUndestine  dis- 
tilling without  paying  the  tat.  ^ 

2d.  Puties  on  refined  sugar, — A  duty  double  of  that 
heretofore  laid,  viz  :  at  the  rate  of  four  cents  per  pound»  • 
is  estimated  to  produce  200,000  dollars.    The  draw- 
back, both  of  that  duty  and  of  that  on  the  importation 
of  the  raw  material,  to  be  allowed.  ' 

3d.  Licenses  to  rtiailers^ — These  are  believed  to  be 
susceptible  of  considerable  and  very  proper  augmenta- 
tion and  extension.  The  following  rates  are  estimated 
to  produce  700,000  dollars. 

'  For  a  ficense  to  ret^  wines         -        -        -     $20 
do.  ,'     ,  do,  spirits  generally        -        -        20  ' 
do.  do.  domestic  spirits  only         -        15 

do.  do.  any  other  species  of  foreign 

merchandise    -        -        -        10 

Tavern  keepers,  licensed  under  the  authority  of  any 
State,  and  not  living  in  any  eity,  town,  village,  or  with- 
in five  miles  thereof,  to  be  excepted.  EVery  other  per- 
son who  sells  wines,  foreign  spirits,  or  foreign  mer- 
chandise, otherwise  than  in  the  vessel  or  package  of 
importation,  or  in  the  case  of  dry  goods,  otherwise  than 
by  the  piece,  and  every  person  who  sells  domestic  spi- 
rits in  less  quantity  than  thirty  gallons,  to  be  cdnsidered 
as  a  retailer. 

4th.  Duties  On  sales  at  auction. — ^These,  confined  to 
the  sale  of  articles  of  foreign  produce  or  manufacture, 
and  at  the  same  rate  as  heretofore,  nfay  produce  about 
50,000  dollars.        '   '     ^ 

6th.  Duties  upoA  carriages  for  me  conveyance  of 
persons. — TTiese  duties,  admng  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per 
cent,  on  the  duties  formerly  raised,  are  estimated  to 
produce  150,000  dollars.  - 

6th.  Stamp  duties. — An  association  of  ideas  which 
connects  these  duties  with  the  attempt  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  tax  America,  and  which  might,' with  equal  pro- 
priety, attach  odium  tb  the  duty  on  the  importation  of 
tea,  has  rendered  their  name  in  some  degree  unpopu- 
lar. The  great  extension  of  post  roads,  and  the  facility 
of  distribution,  have^  howevbr,  temoved  the  most  sub- 
stantial objection  to  which  they  were  liable.  They  do 
not  appear  to  be  more  inconvenient  than  any  other  in- 
ternal tax,  and  the  expenses* of  collection  are  less  than 
on  any  other,  being  only  a  commission  on  the  sale,  and 
the  coQt  of  paper  and  stamping.  At  the  same  rate  as 
heretofore^,  with  the  exception  o{  bank  notes,  on  which 
an  increase  appears  proper,  (with  an  option  to  the 
banks  to  pay  one-twentieth  part  of  their  dividends  in 
lieu  thereof,)  they  are  estimated  to  produce  500,000 
dollars. 

BecapitidoUion. 
Direct  tax,  gloss  amount  -        -        -        «  $d,090^00a 
Duties  en  spirits  and  Uoensea  to  distUleie,     . 
grossamooBt  *      ..$400,000 
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Jaritabt,  181S. 


Refined  sugar,  gross  amoant 

.    200,000 

Retailers'  licenses,    do. 

.    700,000 

Sales  at  auction,       do.     - 

.      60,000 

Duties  on  carriages,  do. '    - 

.     160,000 

Stamp  duties,          -do.     - 

-    600,000 

2^)00,000 


Total  gross  amount  -  6,000,000 

Deduct  expenses  of  assessmeht  and  c611ec- 
tion,  and  losses,  estimated  at  fifteen  per 
cent.    -        -        -        ...        .        -       760«000 


Net  amount  estimated  for  1814,     •    4,260,000 
1818, 


But  are  not  estimated  to  yield,  in 
more  than    -     ^  • 


3,600,000 


.  Most  of  the  internal  taxes  have  been  estimi^ted  at 
their  maximum ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  any  defalcation 
from  the  estimated  amount  will  be  compensated  by  a 
diminution  in  the  expenses  of  collection,  which  have 
also  been  computed  at  the  highest  rate. 

For  the  superintendence  of  those  taxes,  bo^  direct 
and  indirect,  it  appears  indispensable  that  the  oSkce  of 
cemmissioner  of  the  revenue  should  be  re-established. 
For  their  collection,  the  former  offices  of  supenrisor 
and  inspector  are  belieTod  tp  have  been  unnecessary 
and  ilijurious  links  in  the  system,  and  Uiat  the  expense 
will  be  diminished,  and  the  collection  and  accounta- 
bility better  secured,  by  the  division  of  the  States  into 
convenient  collection  districts,  and  by  the  appoint- 
mtot  of  a  collector  to  e#di  district,  who  will  pay  into 
tlie  Treasury,,  and  be  immediately  accountable  to  that 
department,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  collectors  of 
customs.  This  arrangement,  the  greater  amount  to 
be  collected,  and  the  simplification  in  the  objects  and 
mode  of  taxation,  vnU,  it  is  hoped,  reduce,  in  a  short 
time,  the  expenses  of  collection  of  the  indirect  taxes  to 
seven  and  a  half  instead  of  thirteen  per  cent,  which 
they  formerly  cost,  when  brought  to- their  highest  degree 
of  improvement.  In  estimating  the  4^rgee  on  th^  du ect 
tax  at  fifteen  per  cent.,  five  per  cent  have  been  allowed 
for  the  assessment,  five  per  cent  for  the  collection,  and 
^^t  per  cent,  for  l(»8ses.  This  last  item  is  principally 
on  account  of  losses  on  unstated  lands,  and  on  some 
remote  districts  of  country,  and  is  not  su9ceptible  Of 
much  reduction*  That  for  assessment  may  be  lessened 
in  those  Sttftes  where  the  objects  of  taxation  do  not 
require  an  annual  valuation^  or  where  the  State  or 
county  assessments  may  be  used.  The  expense  of 
collection  proper  may  be,  also,  in  some  degree,''  les- 
sened in  cities  and  populous  districts,  and  by  uniting 
it  with  that  of' the  internal  taxes.  It  Lb,  however,  ne- 
cessary that  the  compensation  of  the  collectors  be  suffi- 
cient to  command  the  services  of  men  properly  quali- 
fied, and  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the  trust 

In  performing  the  ungracious  task  of  pointing  out 
new  objects  of  taxation,  those  have  been  submitted 
which  appeared  sufficiently  productive  and  least  oppress 
aive.  The  objections  to  which  each,  indudlng  the  in- 
crease of  duties  on  importations,  is  liable,  have  not 
been  stated,  not  because  I  was  insensible  of  them,  but 
because  no  substitute  of  any  importance  was  per- 
ceived, which  was  not  still  more  objectionable.  Every 
tax  being  in  some  degree  an  evil,  is,  therefore,  liable 
to  some  objection ;  and  every  one^  taken  singly,  may, 
for-  that  reason,  be  easily  oombatted.  But,  if  the  ne- 
cessity of  .an  additional  revenue  be  admitted,  the  ob* 
jections   afiibrd  no  aigoment  why  the  tax  piopoeed 


should  be  rejected,  unless  Jinotfaer,  less  inconvenient, 
be  substituCBd.  The  necessity  of  such  an  addition  to 
the  revenue  has,  in  the  course  of  this  letter,  beea 
strongly  urged,  because  it  was  strongly  ifelt ;  ^ut  with 
respect  to  the  taxes  proposed,  the  selection  is  submit- 
ted with  diffidence;  and  it  will  be  highly  gratifying 
that  some  more  eligible  may  be  devised, 

The  last  inquiry  of  the  committee  relates  prindpallj 
to  the  terms  on  which  lo^n^  amounting  to  at  least  tea 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  may  he  obtained,  and  to 
the  plan  proper  tb^be  adopted  for  the  reimbursement 
of  such  ICNUIS. 

Tho  terms  on  which  annual  logins  to  that  amoant 
may  be  obtained,  caji  be  ascertained  only  by  experi- 
ment   Government  has  never,  since  its  organization, 
obtained  considerable  loans  within  the  United  Stales, 
at'  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  a  year,  exempt  from^  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  thesor  on  a  ^pitdl  of 
ten  millions,  never  amounted  to  seven  millions  in  the 
whole.    In  proportion  to  the  amount  wanted  for  the 
service  of  the  year,  and. to  the  increase  of  stock  of  tho 
public  debt  at  market,  the  terms  must  naturally  be- 
come less  favorable.    It  must,  also,  be  reooUected  that,' 
in  additidn  to  the  sum  wanted  to  defiray  the  extraor^ 
dinary  ezpenfces  of  the  w^,  an  annual  loan,  equal  to 
the  annual  'reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent  and  de- 
ferred stocks,  prescribed  by  law,  will  also  be  required* 
Thisf  together  with'  the  reimt^ursement  of  the  residue 
of  the  converted  stock,  amounting  to  $666,000,  wiU, 
for  this  year,  amount,  as  has  been  stated  in  Uie  annual 
report,  to  $3,166,000.    As  the  interest  on  the  existini^ 
debt  is  included  in  tJM  « current  expenses,''  the  loan 
necessary  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent, 
^nd  deferred  stocks,  will,  for  each  subsequent  year, 
amoqnt  only  to  $  1 ,670,000.    The  loans  for  those  snms 
will,  indeed,  ereato  no  addition  to  the  amount  of  the 
debt,  but  vrill,  nevertheless,  increase  the  total  sum  to 
be  annually  borrowed.    It  must  also  be  observed,  that, 
if  the  price  of  stocky  should  sink  below  par,  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  bojond,  by  die  ex- 
isting laws,  to  apply  the  residue  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  eight  millions  a  year  to  the  purchase  of 
stock;  and  that  residue  >ill,  this  year,  amount  to 
$8,640,000,  which,  in  that  case,  must  also  be  borrowed. 
It  is  a  view  of  those  several  considerations  whi^  has 
created  an  apprehension  th4t  loans,  to  such  large 
amount,  might  not,  perhaps,  be  obtained  on  as  favor- 
able terms  as  under  other  circumstances,  and,  vnth  the 
powerful  assistance  of  a  National  Bank,  has  been  for- 
merly anticipated.    The  same  view  of  the  subject  has 
most  forcibly  impressed  a  cohviction  of  the- necessity 
of  an  additional  revenue :  for,  if  further  loans  be  also 
reported  to  for  defhiying  the  ordinary  expenses  and 
the  interest,  they  must,  if  at  all  practicsible,  be  ob- 
tained on  the  most  ruinous  terms.    Excluding  that 
idea,  and  embracing  only  the  loans  which  are.  abso- 
lutely^ necessary,  it  appears  to  mediore  prudent  not  to 
limit  the  vate  of  interest  by  law.    A  discretionary 
power,  in  that  respect,  is,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, altogether  ineligible,  but  it  is  preferable  to  the 
risk  of  leaving  the  public  service  unprovided  for.    It 
is,  also,  for  the  same  reason,  requisite  that  the  loans 
m«y  be  made  irredeemable  for  a  term  not  less  than  ten  * 
years. 

In  a  former  commnnication  to  the  Committee  of 
Waytt  and  Meai^,  it  was  suggested  that  "  Treasury 
notes,''  bearing  interest,  might,  to  a  certain  extent,  be 
issued,  and  to  that  extent  diminish  the  amount  to  be 
direotly  borrowed.    The  advantage  they  would  have. 
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woiQcl  resHh  from  their  becondng  a  iptai  of  thfr  oiroola- 
ting  nradium,  and  taking,  to  a  certain  .degree,.tbe  place 
of  bank  notes.  It  if  evident,  however,  that,  for  the 
same  reason,  the  ifsoe  nmst  be  moderate,  and  never 
exceed. the  amoiint  which  may  circulate  without  de- 
preciation. 

The  loans  necesearj  fbr^the  present  year,  ^are,  1st. 
A  sum  equal  to  that  which  may,  during  the  year,  b^. 
reimbursed  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the.  debt. 
2diy.  The  amount  of  expenses  which  have  been,  or 
may  be,  authorized  by  Congress,  and  are  not  included 
in  the  tttinual  estimates. 

The  first  sum'  will  certainly  amount  to  $3,135,000, 
anil  may  be  greater  if  the  stocks  should  sink  below. 

The  second  sum  cannot  yet  be  stated,  since  the  ex- 
tent of  the  expense*  which  majr  be  authorized  lU  not. 
y«t  aaoertained,  and  as  the  estimates  Ibr  the  additionul 
army,' already  authorized,  hav»  nofyet  bean  received 
by  the  Treasury  Department 

The  deficit  of  $1,300,000  (on  the  Peace  Bstabhsh- 
m«nt)  is  not  included  as  absolutely  necessary^  al- 
though Its  payment  will,  as  stated  in  the*  annual  ye- 
port,  leave  m  the  Treasury  a  amaller  balapce  than, 
under  existing  pireumstances,  is  eligible. 

It  may  be  proper  to  repeat  that,  so  long  as  the  pub- 
lic credit  is  preserved,  and  a  sufficient  revenue,  is  pro- 
vided, no  doubts  are  entertained  of  the  possibility  of 
procuring,  on  loan,  the  sums  wanted  to  defray  the  ex- 
traordinary expenses  of  a  war ;  and  that  the  apprehen- 
sions expressed  relate  solely  to  the  terms  of  Uie  loans— 
to  the  rale  of  interest  at  which  th«nr  can  be  obtained. 

The  reimbursement  of  the  new  debt  which  maybe 
created,  must  ultimately  depend,  on  the  respective  reve- 
nue and  expenditure  of  the  United  States  after  the  res- 
toration of  peace.  No  artificial  provisions,  no  appro- 
priations or  investments  of  particular  fqnds  in  certain 
persons,  no  nomihal  sinking  frind,  however  construcfted, 
-will  ever  reduce  a  public  debt,  unless  the  net  annual 
revenue  shftll  exceed  the  aggregate  of  the  annual  ex- 
penses, including  th€r interest  on  the  debt  Those  who 
create  the  debt  ca^  only  ^Hmate  what  the  peace  reve- 
nue and  expenditure  will  be,  and  presume  that  the  sup- 
posed surplus  will  be  fi&ithfrilly  and  paiseverin^ly  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  principals 

The  current  or  peaice  expenses  have  been  estimated 
at  nine  millions  oif  dollais.  ,  Supposing  the  debt  con- 
tracted during  the  war  not  to  exceed  fifty  millions,  and 
its  annual  interest  to  amount  to  three  millions,  the  ag- 
gregate of  the  peace  expenditure  would  be  no  ihore 
than  twelve  millions.  And  as  the  peace  revenue  of  the 
United  States  may,  at  the  existing  rate  of  duties,  be 
iairly  estimated  at  fifteen  millions,  there  would  remain, 
from  the  first  outset,  a  surplus  of  three  millions  of  dollars 
applicable  to  the  redemption  of  the  debt  So  &r,  ^ere- 
fore,  as  can  be  now  foreseen,  there  is  the  strongest  rei- 
son  to  believe  that  the  debt  Uius  contracted  will  be'dis- 
charged  with  facility,  and  as  speedily  as  the  terms  of 
the  loans  will  permit  Nor  does  any  other  plan,  in 
that  respect,  appear  necessaty,  than  to  extend  the  ap- 
plication of  the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions, 
and  which  is  amply  suflScient  for  that  purpose,  to  the 
payment  of  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  new  debt  No  doubt  can  be  entertained  of 
that  mode  being  sufficiently  efficacious,  since,  by  tiiat 
plan  alonci  forty-six  millions  of  the  public  debt  have  been . 
reimbursed  during  the  last  eleven  years.  If  the  na- 
tional revenue  exceeds  the  national  expense,  a  simple 
appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the 
debt,  and^  co-ettensive  with  the'  object*  is  sufficient, 


and  win  inftiHibly  extinguish  the  d^>t  If  the  expense 
exceeds  tfaA  revenue,  the  appropriation  of  any  specific 
sum,  and  the  investment  of  ttie  interest  extinguished, 
or  of-  any  other  finnd,  will  prove  altogether  nugatory  ; 
and  the  national  debt  will,  notwithstanding  th«t  appa- 
ratus, be  Annually  in^sreased  by  ai^  amount  equal  to  the 
deficit  in  the  revenue. 
The  annufd  interest  on  th,e  existing  debt 

amounts  to  -        *     .   •        -        -        •  $2,220,000 
And  estimating  the  interest  on  the  new 

debt  at         -        -        -        -        -"     -    3,000,000 
The  sum  which,  on  the  Annual  appropria- 
tion of  eight  millions,  would,  at  the  res- 
toration of  peade,  be  applicable  to  the  - 
payment  of  principal,  ]p         -        •        •    2,760,000 


Total. 


.  $8,000,000 


A  iBum  somewhat  less  than  the  presumed  surplus  of 
three  millions,  as  above  stated,  and  which  will  be  nearly 
sufficient  to  reimburse,  before  the  year  1823,  the  whole 
existing  debt  of  the  United  States,  with  the  exception 
of  the  three  per  cent  stock.  The  loans  contracted  du- 
ring the  ^ar  being"  made  inedeemable  fi>r  at  least  ten 
years,  the  first  reimbursement  would  fiUl  on  that  year ; 
and  the  whole  of  the  apph)priation  of  eight  millions, 
after  dedui^ting  $485,000  for  the  interest  of  the  three 
per  cent  stock,  would  thenaefi>rth  be  applicable  to  the 
payment  of , the  interest  and  prindpal  of  the  new  debt. 
The  precise  period  of  final  extinguishment,  and  the  pre- 
cise amount  of  annual  payments,  will  depend  on  the 
terms  of  the  loans,  and  on  the  number  of  years  for  which 
it  may  be  necessary,  to  make  each  loan  irredeemable. 
But  this  sketch  is  sufficient  to  show,  Ist.  That  no  in- 
convenience will  arise  in  making  the  loans  irredeem- 
able for  ten  years,  since  there  ii^  not  much  probability 
that  they  could  be  sooner  discharged,  ^ly..  That  the 
appropriation  of  eight  millions  will  be.  sufficient  for 
their  final  reimbursement  3dly.  That  that  reimburse- 
ment; and  that  of  the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States 
(the  three  per  cent  stock  excepted)  will  probably  be 
effected  within  fifteen  years  after  the  restoration  of 
peace.  ^  It  must  always  be  remembered  that  those  es- 
timates are  predicated  on  the  supposition  that  an  tuA" 
•ditional  revenue^  to  the  amount  already  stated,  will  be 
prsvided)  and  that  the  increase  of  debt^dnring  the  war, 
wiU  not  exeeed  fifty  miiliom^ 

In  answering  thcKinqniries  of  the  committed  on  sub- 
jects so  inttm^ely  conneoted  with  the  nkost  important 
ouesiions  of  iialional  ooncem,  it  became  an  imperious 
qoty  to  represent  eyeiy  circumstance  precisely  as.  it 
ivas,  or  appeived  to  be,  and  without  exaggerating  or 
disguising^  any  of  the  difficulties  which  must  be  en- 
countered. Ta  understand  these  to  their  full  extent, 
will  afford  the  best  means  of  overcoming  them ;  and 
there  is  none  which  appears  insurmountable  or  eten  dis- 
couragbg.  What  appears  to  be  of  vital  importance  is, 
Uiat  t^e  crisis  should  at  once  be  met  by  the  adoption 
of  (efficient  measures,  which  will  with  certainty  provide 
means  commensurate  with  the  expense ;  and  by  pre- 
serving unimpaired,  instead  of  abusing,  that-  public 
credit  on  which  the  public  resources  -so  eminently  de- 
pend, will  enable  the  United  States  to  persevere  in  the 
contest  until  an  honorable  peace  shall  have  been  ob- 
tained.' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  gieat  respect,  sir,  yonr 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  E.  Bacov,  Choirman,  4^. 
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NAVAL  ESTABUSHINCL 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commil- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  NsTml 
Establish  Hientrf 

Mr.  Bassqtt. — Mr.  Chairman :  I  rejoice  that 
on  all  sides  of  the  House  the  importance  of  this 
question  is  admitted.  It  is  indeed  important,  in- 
Tol?ing  the  first  duties  of  the  Government,  the 
first  interests  of  the  people.  Give  roe  leave  to 
congratulate  you,  sir,  and  the  nation,  that  a  cause 
so  good  has  found  so  able  an  advocate  as  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina.  I  subscribe  to  his 
doctrine  in  relation  to  commerce.  For,  in  cast- 
ing niy  eyes  up  as  I  enter  this  Hall,!  see  grouped 
together  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  forctoly  pre- 
senting to  my  mind  their  intimate  relatic^n.  .  it  is 
the  freight  that  cheers  the  sailor  whilst  tugging 
at  his  oar  he  fetches  and  carries  and  thereby  gives 
value  to  the  surplus*  of  the  agriculturist,  a^nd 
supplies  to  him  what  his  climate,  his  farm,  or  his 
occupation,  will  not  produce.  Yet  it  is  not  in  re- 
lation to  foreign  commerce,  that  o^y  mind  has 
been  led  to  view  thissuhject ;  and  I  regret,  greatly 
regret,  that  it  has  been  always  thought  necessary 
Co  array  the  agricultural  interest  against  naval 
equipment.  Let  me  ask  the  Committee,  with  me, 
to  take  a  naore  dignified  view  of  this  subject,  and 
examine  it  as>  means  of  national  defence,  as  i^ 
will  gire  secnrity  to  life,  liberty,  and  pnroperty. 
Whilst  in  th^  great  scheme  of  nature  good  is  mixed 
with  evil,  a  resort  to  foree  will  occasionmily  b& 
indispensiEtble,'and  a  nation  not  only  willing  but 
determined  to  he  free  must  at  some  time,  if  hot 
always,  be  prepared  for  defence.  When  that 
necessity  occurs,  what  is  at  the  discretion  of  the 
nation?  Only  the  quantum  and  kibd  of  force. 
It  has  been  argued  by  all,  and  the  decision  is  wise, 
that  if  you  resort  to  force,  it  should  be  equal,  or 
more  than  equal,  to  the  contemplated  object.  On 
that  ground,  I  will  leave  it,  and  take  up  the  other' 
alternative — the  kind  of  force* 

Shall  we,  tiien,Tely  for, defence,  and  secvrity 
on  ba^foneisorshipsyon  regiments  or  seventy  fours? 
I  hesitate  not,  before  this  Comnuttee  and  this  na- 
tion, to  declare  my  prefereaee  io  the  latter — and 
why  prefer  themt  Beoaose  less  dangerous  to 
your  civil  institutions,  less  costlyand  more  effi- 
cient. If  we  consult  tiie  faithful  page  of  history, 
we  find  no  instance  where  a  naval  commander 
has  overturned  his  Government.  A^  navies  have 
been  in  use  time  imaremoYial,  and  there  has  been 
no  instance,  it  is  fairly  inferable  that  tljere  will 
be  no  instance ;  reason  supports  what  history  af- 
firms. It  has  been  said  of  the  sailor,  that  his 
home  is  on  the  deep.  Absence  denies  them  the 
means  of  interest  and  intrigue.  The  force  under 
their  command  cfinnot  be  marched  on  land.  The 
General  only  becomes  dangerous^as  he  can  march 
his  army  at  hiii'  heels,  as  the  influence  he  has 
gained  in  the  camp  follows  him  to  the  city.  The 
Admiral,  possessing  neither  the  means  nor  interest, 
nor  power,  how  can  he  be  dangerous  ?  To  illus- 
trate this  from  history,  look  to  Holland.  Did. 
DeRuyter  or  Van  Tromp  innovate  onthe  Duieh 
Government,  or  was  it  the  Prince  of  Orange,  at 
the  head  of  the  army — a  General^made  StMthol- 


der?  Yet  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Setbbrt)  has  instanced  Holland  as  one  of  the 
nations  destroyed  by  her  navy.  I  cannot  1)UttbiDk, 
to  use  an  expression  of  his  own,  that  his  reason 
was  op  the  wing,  and-  that  he  did  not  take  tihae 
fairly  to  view  the  case.  I  ask  a  reconsideration, 
when  I  am  sur^  that  my  well-read  friend  will 
accord  with  me,  that  it  is  to  the  fatal  influence  of 
the  House  of  Orange  thai  the  sad  catastrophe  of 
that  nation  is  attributable.  To  the  British  his- 
tory I  appeal  also  as  illustrative  of  this,  poiat. 
Have  not  het  naval  equipments  exceeded  all  na- 
tions, and.  is  her  Government  less  favorable  at 
this  moment  to  the  rights  of  humanity  than  those 
of  her  neighbors,  who  may  be  said  to  have  a  steel- 
begirted  ahoire,  vfhoae .  ramparts '  aire  bayoaeu? 
For  the  flaanf  years  which  the  British  navy  have 
rilled^ the  ocean,  what  has  been  the  inflaenee  of 
her.  Admirals  in  cheeoatteils  of  the  Batioo  7  None, 
sir ;  neither  in  Frahee  or  in  Britain  was  an  Ad- 
miral evet  Prime  Minister.  Here  let  nie  aak,  if 
Orom weH  was  an  Admiral  ? 

But,  s^ys  my  friend  from  Pennsyvania,  the 
British  navy  has  bad  a  fatal  tendency  to  bring  the 
nation  in  war^  as  said  Mr.  Sinclair.  Let  taae  ask 
my  friend,  for  a  moment,  to  ease  iiis  wing  from 
the  pursuit  after  the  speculative  opinions  of  Sin^ 
clair,  by  showing  us  the  instance  in  which  the  in- 
fluence of  the  navy  led  the  nation  into  war? 
Was  it  that  influence  that  broke  the  peace  of 
Amiens?  I  think  not.  Nor  will  my  triend,  to 
excuse  Mr.Piti^a  crusade  against  the  French  revo- 
lution, say  that  .the  navy  was  the  cause  of  that 
,  war.  The  preceding  war  was  that  of  the  Amer- 
ican Bieyolution.  Stamp. and  tea  uxes  evince 
bow  much  agency  the  navy  had  in  the  produc- 
tion of  tha^  war.  Where  theh  is  the  instance  ? 
I  shall,  I  hope,  be  excused  for  saving  that  I  bad 
rather  have  the  Opinion  prored  oy  the  instance, 
than  the  instance  by  the  opinion. 

But,  sir,  the  patriotic  cminions  of  our  country 
are  against  me,  and  thtf  Virginia  resolutions,  as 
penned  by  our  Chief  Magistrate,  and  the  able 
speech  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  are  quoted.  To  the  first 
I  answer,  the  Message,  at  the  openin|^  of  the  ses- 
sion, page  40,  says:  "Your  attention  will  of 
'course  l>e  drawn  to  such  provisons  on  the  sub- 

*  ject  of  our  naval  force^  as  may  be  required  for 
'  the  services  to  which  it  may  be  best  adapted. 
'  I  submit  to  Congress  the  seasonableness  of  an 
'  authority  to  augment  the  stock  of  sqch  materials 

*  as  are  imperishable  in  their  nature,  or  may  not  at 
'  once  be  attainable.'^  I  consider  every  report 
coming  from  the  Heads  of  Departments  a  Cabinet 
act.  in  that  view,  I  beg  l^ve  also  to  make  a 
general  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  As  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gallatin, 
I  would  be  understood  as  holding  in  as  high  es- 
teem as  any  one  that  |^eat  and  good  man.  He 
shall  have  my  everlasting  gratitude  for  the  good 
he  has  done  his  country.  To  his  opinion  shall 
I  contrast  my  own  ?  No,  sir,  I  will  beg  leave  to 
read  from  the  Notes  on  Virginia,  page  291 : 

**  Wars  then  mast  sometimes  be  onr  Uk ;  and  all  the 
wise  can  do,  will  be  la  avoid  that  half  of  them  which 
would  be  produced  by  oar  own  follies  and  oar  own 
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•olB  of  iajuttiee ;  and  to  make  £»  ihe  otto  half  the 
best  preparatioDs  we  can. 

**'  Of  what  nature  should  these  be  ?  A  land  army 
would  be-useless  for  ofience;  and  not  the  best  nor  safest 
instrament  of  defence. .  For  «ither  of  these  purposes, 
Iho  sea  ia  the  field  oa  which  we  should  meet  an  £uk>> 
pean  enemy.  On^  that  element  it^is  necessary  we 
should  possess  some  power.  To  aim  at  such  a  navy 
as  the  greater  nations  possess,  wonld  be  a  foolish  and 
wicked  waste  of  the  energies  of  oiir  countryme^i.,  It 
wotiid  be  to  pull  on  our  own'  heads  that  load  of  mili- 
tary expense,  which  makes  the  European  bboror  go 
supperless  to  bed,*  and.  moistens  his  bread  Vfith  the 
sweat  of  his  brows. 

"  It  will  be  enough  if  we  enable  ourselves  to  prevent 
insalts  from  those  nations  of  Europe  which  are  weak 
on  the  sea ;  because  circumstances  exist  which  render 
even  the  stronger  ones  weak  as  to  ns.  Providence  has 
placed  their  rich^  and  most  defenceless  possessions 
at  our  door;  hafeo^ligod  their  most  preciows  commerce 
to  paaa,  as  it  weie,  in  veview  before  us.  To  protect 
this,  or  to  assail  us,  asmall.pait  otflj  of  their  aaval 
foroe  will  be  risked  across  the  Atlantic  The  dangers 
to  which  the  elements  c^pofte  then!  here  are  tob  well 
known,  and  the  greater  dangers  to  which  they  would 
be  exposfMl  at  home,  wore  any  general  calamity  to  inT-- 
volve  th«ir  whole  fleet.  They  can  attack  Uf  by  detach*^ 
ment  only ;  and  it  will  suffice  to  make  ourselves lequal 
to  what  they  may  detach.  Even  a  smaller  force  than 
they  may  detach,  will  be  rendejed  equal  or  superior 
by  the  q^uickness  with  which  any  check  may  be  repaired 
with  ois,  while  losses  with  them  will  be  irreparfj)le  till 
too  late. 

i*  A  small  naval  forcQ  Uien  is  sufficient  for  us,  and  a 
small  one  is  necesf:ary.  What  this  should  be,  I  will 
not  undertake  to  say.  I  will  only  say,  it  should  by  no 
means  be  so  great  as  we  are  able  to  make  it..  Suppose 
the  million  of  dollars,  or  JE!300,000  pounds,  which  Vir- 
ginia could  annually  upare  without  distress^  to  be  ap- 
ptied  to  the  creating  a  navy.  A  single  year's  contri- 
bution would  build,  equip,  man,  and  send  to  sea,  a  Ibrce 
which  should  carry  dbo  guns.  The  rest  of  the  Con- 
federacy, exerting  themselves  in  the  same  proportion, 
woold  equip  in  the  same  time  1,600  guns  more.  8o 
that  one  year's  contributions  would  set  up  tf  navy  of 
1^00  gone. 

**  The  British  ships-of-the-line  average  78  gutn  j  their 
frigates  38; — 1,600  guns  then  would  form  a  fleet  of  80 
ships,  18  ofwhidi  might  be  of  the  liqe,  and  IST  frigates. 
Allowing  eight  men,  the  British  average,  for  every  gun, 
their  annual  expense,  incttiding  snbsistence,  dotMng, 
pay,  and  ordinary  repahrsy  would  be  about  $1,880  ibr 
evelry  gun,  or  $2,304,000  for  the  whole.  I  state  this 
only  as  one  year's  possible  exertio'h,  withot  decitUng 
whether  more  or  less  than  a  year's  exertion  sho^d  be 
thus  applied." 

The  circumstances  underwhich  these  two  great 
meli  delivered  these  two  variant  opinions  were 
not  less  difierent  than  the  circumstances  under 
vhich  they  were  formed.  The  first  was  given 
under  the  irritation  of  opposition  and  in  the  heat 
of  debate.  The  latter  sprung  from  the  asylum 
sacred  to  patriotism  and  philosophy.  The  early 
habits  of  the  first  were  fornled  in  a  country  far 
removed  from  nautical  views,  but  where  indeed 
the  use  of  the  bayonet  was  well  understood.  The 
latter  had  jusr  had  the  American  Revolution  in 
review'  before  him,  nay,  more,  he  had  been  a  busy 


actor;  yes,  he  had  witnessed  that  a  British  force, 
coiifio^d  to  their  works  in  fiew  York,  by  Qeneral 
Washington,  with  the  aid  of  a  small  marine, 
could  send  a  detachment  to  Petersburg  and  Rich- 
rnoifd  in  Virginia ;  and  if  those  towns  did  not  ex- 
perience the  destructive  elTeet  of  (ire,  as  ail  the 
tobacco  in  them  did,  it  was  owing  to  the  mercv 
of  the  enemy.  "'He  had  seen  Cornwallis  march 
triumphantly  from  Chestertowh  to  Virginia.  A 
French  fleet  tame,  to  our  aid,  gave  ns  the  com- 
ma\;id  of  the.  water;  and  the- laurels  wefe  shorn 
from  the  brow  of  this  popular  British  General  and 
hifnself  made  captive.  ,  Hece  then,  we  have  a 
mountain  view,  opposed, to  a  water  prospect — 
theory  to  ezpefiende.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  consid- 
ered as  presuming  toq  much  in  deciding  in  favoc 
of  the  practical  opinion.^  Aland  army,  therefore, 
is*  not  the  safest  insttument  for  defence;  but  the 
sea  is  the  element  on  which  we  should  meet  an 
European  enemy.  Let  us  then  count  the  cost. 
Will  naval  equipment  be  more  costly  than  an 
army  ?  The  argument  of  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  GfiEVBS)  is  unanswerable  on  that 
head.  He  has,  1  believe,  purposely  omitted  one 
fact  in  corroboration  6f  his  statement  for  •me.  I 
will  supply  it  as  weil  as  I  can.  •  It  is  this:,  that  the 
jezperience  of  the  British  nation  retrospectively 
confirms  his  view,  as  to  the  comparative  expense 
between  land  and  naval  ^equipment. 
*  F^rom  the  British  State  papers,  as  recorded  in 
the  Annual  Register,  the  NavaPexpenditure  was, 
fV)r,a  series  of  seven  years,  as  f9llow8 : 
For  yew  176(K-vol.  3,  p.  1«X— Na?y  -  $3,«40/)(M) 
Dp.       -  do.  Army      -     1,383,748 

Do.  voL  6,  p.  160— Navy  -     -        800,000 

Do.  do.  Army      -     3,640,000 

Do.  do.  Ordnance        728,716 

Do.  vol  e,  p.  175— Navy       -     3,408,n7 

Dov  do.  '  Army      -     3,053,476 

Do.'  vol  7,  p.  157— Navy       r      1,202,229 

Do.        *'         do.  Army      -     l,8i40,7f.l 

.  The  Annual  Register,  for  the  year  1786,  states 
that  the  ezpenditures-r-perhaps  I  ought  to  say, 
supplies — were, 

For  the  year  1786^Navy        -  -  -  f  1,800,600 

;    Do.                    Army        -  -  -     1,600,000 

Do.                    Ordnance  • .  •  -        348^000 

Do.         1787— Navy        -  -   ,    -     2,286,000 

Do.                    Army        -  -  -     1,876,287 

.Do.                    Ordnance  •  -  -        228,576 

Do.         1788— Navy        -  -  -     2,411,407 

Do.                    Army       -  -  -     2,045,812 

Do.                    Ordnance-  -  -       437,707 

Do.         1789— Navy        -  -  -     2,328,570 

Vfo.                    Army       -  -  -   ,  1,917,062 

Do.  ,                 Ordnance-  -  -        459,444 

Do.         1791— Navy        -  -  .     4,008.405 

'     Do.        ^            Army       -  -  -     1,907,237 

Do.        '           Ordnance-  -  -        151,000 

For  a  series  of  five  years,  at  that  period,  begii^- 
ning  with  1795,  we  have  the  following: 
For  the  year  1795,  p.  171— Navy      -        -  $5,200,000 
Do.  do.  Army     -     ,  -     2,773,534 

Do,  do.  Ordnance        -     2,321,000 

Do.         1796,  p.   82— Navy      -        -     5,720,000 
Do.  do.  Navy  ordnance       624,152 
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Do. 

do. 

Army     - 

Do. 

do.. 

Army  ordnance 

Do. 

1798,  p. 

38— Navy      - 

Do. 

do. 

Army     - 

Do. 

do.  • 

Ordniuiee 

Do. 

1600,  p. 

«d-^Navy      .        - 

Do. 

do. 

Army     - 

Bo. 

do.. 

Ordnance 

Do. 

.1801,p, 

32— Navy      - 

Do. 

do.  • 

Army     - 

Do. 

do. 

Ordnance 

6,194,462 

'  1,744,471 
12,538,00^ 
10,112,000 

1,291,000 
12,619,000 
11,370,000 

1,016,000 
16,800,000 
16,900,000 

1,738,000 

No  one  will  question  the  safety  with  which  re- 
liance may  be  placed  on  the  British  expenditure 
for  land  and  naval  purposes.  To  aid  this  view,  I 
wit]  observe  that  in  naany  instances  of  the  sup- 
plies the  estimate  appears  to  have  been  made  at 
£4  per  month  for  each  man,  whether  in  the  land 
or  sea  service.  Is  it  necessary  to  call,  the  attefit 
tion  of. the  jcbmmittee  to  the  fact,  that  in  the 
course  of.  years  reviewed,  the  British  navy-  has 
been  every  wheresuccessful  5  her  army  only  oc- 
casionally so.  If  then  the  experienoe'of  the  past 
and  the  best  estimate  of  the  future,  evince  that 
naval  equipment  is'  not  more  costly  than  land 
equipn>ent;  and  since  an  armf  is  qot  the  safest 
instrument  of  defence,  we  are  led  to  inquire  into 
its  effect  or  applicability  jto  our  situatior.  If  the 
view  be  taken  as  some  have  .done,  that  the  force 
ygu  are  to  provide  is  to  give  additional  ^security 
to  commerce,  then  jndeed  were*  argument  unne- 
cessary as  it  is  self-evident  that  regiments  are 
altogether  inefficient  for  that  object.  If  limited 
to  my  view,  namely,  for  the  defence  of  our  sea- 
coasts,  the  shores  of  our  bays  and  rivers,  and  for 
the  protection  of  that  great  highway  that  lies  be- 
tween Orleans  and  Maine,  ^he  peculiar  applica-r 
tion  of  naval  force  is  almost  as  apparent.  Take 
a  view  of  the  seacoast,  its  extent,  the  number  and 
boldness  of  its  rivers,  and  it  will  point  at, once  to 
the  kind  of  force  necessarv  for  its  protection. 
'  That  view  will  show  you  also  the  extent  of  the 
interest  at  stake  which  it  isUhe  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ,to  defend.  I  thank  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  McKEt:}  for  his  calculation.  I 
did  not  bear  him  accurately,  but  have  no  doubt 
of  its  correctness.  He  came  to  this  result ;  with  the. 
building  twenty  ships-of-the-line  and  forty  frigates, 
you  would,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  be  $80,00Q,000 
in  debt.  Admit  it.  On  vour  seacoast  and  rivers 
you  have  not  less  than  fifteen  or  twenty  towns, 
worth  on  an  average  the  sum  of  $80,000,000.  To 
save  one  then  would  compensate  the  expense,  and 
my  object  includes  besides  aU  the  farms  and  farm- 
houses, to  say  nothing  of  the  lives  of  their  inhab-^ 
itants,  which  WOC1I4  be  of  equal,  and  I  believe^ 
greatec,am0untin  value  than  all  the  towns.  There 
is  then  left  the  coasting  trade,  which,  as  within 
the  mark,  I  will  state  at  $SO,000,000.  How  then 
stands  the  calculation  of  the  enemies  of  our  sys- 
tem? Ho wgreatthe* saving  over  the  cost?  And 
on  us  is  the  duty  to  make  it.  My  district  strik- 
ingly evinces  the  inefficiency  of  bayonet  defence. 
There  is  within  its  bounds  more  water  than  land ; 
and  you  cannot  go  five  miles  in  bnt  few  directions 
without  meeting  with  navigable  water ;  nay,  sir, 
my  State  exem^ifies  it.    We  count  in  our  bounds 


the  expanded  bosom  of  the  Chesapeal^e,  the  bold 
tide  of  the  Potomac,  navigable  one  hundred  miles 
into  the  interior  of  the  State;  the  James  river  as 
extensive;  the  Rappahannock  and  York  but  lit- 
tle inferior,  leaving  out  of  view  the  lesser  inlets. 
This  view  is  stronger,  when  we  consider  the  kind 
of  war  we  shall  be  engaged  in.  Conquest,  as  relates 
to  Great  -Britain  at  least,  is  allowed  to  be  out  of 
the  question.  What  other  kind  o7  war  then  will 
she  carry  on  ?  A  predatory  one.  Her  fi^oatiog 
force  will  commence  at  Boston  or  farther  North; 
if  you  are  found  prepared,  the  epemy  will  move 
on  to  the  f\rst  assailable  point — when  your  force 
have  followed  her  there,  she  will  abandon  an  ex- 
hausted place  for  one  more  abundaiit  in  plunder. 
Beii^gled  this  dance  to  the  southernmost  point, 
you  pay  then  be  led  the  dance  back  again.  Is 
tht«  chimerical  ?  The  experience  oif  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  proves  it.  For  they  then  first  pos- 
sessed Boston — driven  (rom  thence^  they  came  to 
New  York,  from  which  place  their  naval  supe- 
riority enabled  them  to'  send  ,  detach  menu  to 
Charleston,  Virginia,  dbc. 

Extremes  are  not  -always  the  safest  mode  of 
reasoning  ;  but  in  thjs  case,  the  view  it  exhibits 
is  a  striking  one.  Suppose  the  United  States  to 
be  at  war  without  a  single  ship.  The  smallest 
vessel  may  insuft  and  injure  you  in  all  your 
waters  ;  and  lor' this  I  refer  to  the  British  sloop 
in  Charleston,  and  thejOambrian  in  New  York, 
claiming  jurisdiction  in  your  very  harbors;  and 
I  am  sure  all  who  are  within  theliearing  of  my 
voice  anticipate  before  I  name'it,  the  fatal  conse- 
quence to  one  American  citizen  at  least.  This 
total  imbecility  on  the  water  is  stroi^gly  exempli- 
fied in  the  history  of  China ;  permit  me  to  read 
an  extract  taken  from  a  newspaper : 

'**  The  excellent  policy  of  a  great  nation's  being  des- 
titute of  a  navy  is.strikinglj^  exemplified  in  China. 
Here  two  or  three  'milliona  of  people  are  kept  in  con- 
tinual awe  and  consternation  fit>ih  the  marauders  on 
their  coast,  who  aend  and  cariy  ofl* their  wives  and  chil- 
dren ;  stop  all  (he  unarmed  vessels  they  meet  in  the 
rivers  of  that  fine  coontry,  and  pillage  and  plunder  al- 
most 'Without  resistance.  Even  some  of,  the  Chinese 
are  themselves  obliged  to  co-operate  with  them,  or  at 
least  render  them  assistance  by  forbearing  to  oppose 
fortheir  own  preservation.  Now  a  few  fngates  would 
be  more  than  sufficient  to  silence  all  these  piratical 
ladrones;  but  they^iave  too, much  of  the  American  on- 
politic  policy  for  such  expense ;  nor  will  they  wantonly 
expend  one  dollar -for  naval  defence ;  though  ten  would 
be  saved  in  -consequence  of  it.'' 

We  have  some  neighbors  in  St.  Domihgo,  and 
elsewhere  in  the  West  Indies,  who  know  how  to 
make  as  good  ladrones  as  are  made  in  the  Chinese 
seasj^  and  when  we  shall  become  totally  defence- 
less, it  is  not  probable  that  their  talents  will  be 
unemployed  and  their  powers  inert. 

This  fact  is  not  dependent  on  this  scraps  but  is 
-known  to  every  man  conversant  with  tharconn- 
try.  I  am  just  presented  with  a  note  from  a  gen- 
tleman, saying,  at  this  time  an  Ameriuan  captain 
from  Newport  is  engaged  by  that  immense  em- 

f>ire  as  a  defender  against  those  ladrones.  i  am 
ed  to  another  view  of  the  subject  by  the  state- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Mc- 
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Kbe,)  who  said  that  one  coanty  near  BaUimore 
coaid  pay  more  taxes  than  the  whole  State  of 
Ohio.  Now  taxes  are  the  sinews  of  war.  I  should 
thank  thegedtlemanjifhe  would  calculate  the  loss 
that  mifi^ht  be  drawn  from  the  seaboard  by  a  con- 
temptible floating  force.  And  here  the  resources 
of  the  nation  would  not  only  be  lost  to  your  own 
Treasury,  but  they  would  be  applied  in  aid  of  the 
resources  of  your  enemy.  I  have  shown  you  how 
assailable  we  are  on  the  seaboard.  The  tempta- 
tion to  plunder  is  admitted.  Will  you  then  dis- 
regard your  duty  and  leave,  us  unprotected?  I 
feel  strong  in  the  appeal  to  this  House,  that  they 
will  extend  to  us  a  portion  of  the  strength  of  the 
nation. 

It  is  not  in  man  to  be  perfect.  Complete  pro- 
tection is  jiot  asked ;  but  we  hope  not  to  b^ 
redui^ed  to  the  humiliating  condition  of  being 
deemed  unworthy  of  public  protection.  As  to 
the  quantum  of  defence,  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cheves.) 
18  relied  on  as  unanswerable.  What,  sir,  if  it 
cost  you  $80,000,000,  shaH  it  deter  you  w'hen  it 
has  been  showit^that  more  than  twenty  times 
^,000,000  will  be  saved  by  it !  But  Great  Brit- 
ain has  a  thousand  ships,  ciries  every  opposing 
tongue — a  thousand  ships,  perhaps,  swim  on  the 
imagination  of  every  one  that  is  silent.  Sir,  I 
accord  with  ray  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  ^ay  I  admire  his  mag- 
nanimity in  giving  his  enemy  the  praise  of  brav- 
ery and  of  skill.  Will  he  dot,  with  nie,  look  to  the 
monument  at  the  Navy  Yard,  to  the  fate  of  Somers 
and  Israel?  Must  we  be  reminded  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia, attacked  under  the  walls  of  Tripoli  by  a 
third  or  fourth  of  the  force  Which  defended  her? 
Shall  I  bring  to  his  recollection  the  bombardment 
of  Tripoli  by  qne  ff  ic^te  and  a  few  gunboats,  or 
the  final  effect  which  our  few  frigates  produced 
on  that  Power,  compared  with  that  of  the  Neapo- 
litans, with.  I  believe,  four  ships-of-the-line  ?  I 
trust  that  these  instances  will  suffice  as  proof  to 
my  friend,  that,  if  the  British  are  brave,  his  coun- 
trymen are  equally  so.  -Since  we  are  led  to  this 
nation  and  its  thousand  ships  by  my  friend,  let 
us  consider  her  conduct  at  the  period  of  the  Spait- 
ish  Armada.  Its  particular  number  is  not  ma- 
terial ;  but  it  was  styled  by  British  historians  in- 
Tincible.  Did  the  British  nation  then^  headed  by 
a  woman^ submit?  No, sir.  The-sequel  is  known — 
a  tempest  came,  and  the  armament  was  destroyed. 
Had  Britain  then  a  population  to  support  and  de- 
fend her  seagirt  frontier  greater  than  America  ? 
No.  If,  indeed,  there  is  no  help  for  us,  but  in  a 
blast  from  Heaven  to  disperse  these  one  thousand 
ships,  let  us  take  the  counsel  in  the  fable,  and  first 
put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel^  and  then  call  on 
Heaven,  and  this  appeal  I  will  join,  in  confidence 
that  a  free  people  are  the  peculiar  care  of  Heaven. 
With  unequal  sail,  let  me  follow  in  the  wake  of 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  in  th^  argument 
as  drawn  from  the  number  of  British  ships.  He 
gave  you  their  stations,  and  ashed  from  which 
could  the  force  be  spared  (o  detach  to  these  seas. 
I  would  ask  at  what  time,  in  what  instances,  has 
she  been  able  to  make  distant  detachmenu,  and 
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what  baive  been  the  number  ?  Lord  Nelson  went 
up  the, Mediterranean  with,  I  think,  fifteen  sail-of- 
the-line — a  French  fleet  that  effected  the  capture 
of  Cornwallis,  was,  I  think  twenty ;  yet  it  was 
months  before  Qreat  Britain  could  collect  in  these 
seas  a  force  to  compete  with  De  Qrasse.  It  will 
be  better  to  refer  to  the  memory  of  gentlemen 
than  to, fatigue, them  with  multiplied  instances. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  seven  millions  of  freemen 
are  not  capable  of  defending  themselves. 

Thus,  sir,  in  a  desultory  way,  I  have  eiven  you 
some  of  my  views  on  this  subject,  nol^ll,  because 
I  have  thought  much ;  but  the  Want  of  habit  does 
not  enable  me  to  condense  or  arrange  my  views : 
iny  feelings  tell  me  I  have  occ  upied  my  portion 
of  y oar  time. 

[NoTx.— It  was  intended  to  have  compared  the  ex-  ^ 
penditore  for  the  British  navy,  which  is  understood  to 
be  for  the  last  years  $17,200,000,  with  the  expenditure 
of  the  French  army,  which  is  believed  to  be  $40,000,000. 

By  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  it  appears  that  a 
regiment  of  infantry  will  cost  per  annum,  $167,031. 
Do  of  cavalry,  $273,506.    A  74-gaa  Mp  will  cost  for 
same  time,  by  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  , 
$202,110.]' 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  said,  he  addressed  the  Commit- 
tee under  impressions  of  great  diffidence,  after  so 
full  an  elucidation  as  the  subject  had  received, 
particularly  from  his  honorable  friend  the  chair- 
mail^  of  the  committee  that  reported  the  bill,  (Mr. 
ChbvesJ  who  had  supported  it  with  cogent  rea- 
sonings; and  his  other  honorable  friend,  (Mr. 
Bassbtt,)  who  had  maintained  its  expediency  by 

fjerspicuous  statements.  I  should  hkve  been  wil- 
ing, Mr.  Chairman,  to  remain  silent  on  this  oc- 
casion ;  but  coming,  as  I  do,  from  the  principal 
seat  of  commerce  in  this  nation,  and  being  the 
immediate  representative  of  its  greatest  mercan- 
tile emporium,  I  feel  a  more  than  usual  impulse 
to  make  known  to  you  my  sentiments  on  the 
question.  If,  in  so  doing,  I  shall  not  pursue  an 
even  course,  but  appear  somewhat  immethodical 
and  desultory  in  my  remarjts,  it  will,  I  trust,  be 
ascribed  in  part  to  the  difficulty  of  selecting  topics 
not  already  touched  upon  and  exhausted.  For  the 
laborers  who  have  gone  before  me  with  their 
sickles,  have  so  completely  gathered  the  harvest, 
that  I  consider  myself  but  an  humble  gleaner  in 
the  field. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration  contains  sev- 
eral distinct  propositions  for  increasing  the  naval 
power  of  this  nation.  The  two  prominent  fea- 
tures T^hich  it  exhibits,  are,  first,  the  repairing  of 
such  public  ships  and  vessels  as  now  lie  in  ordi- 
nary, and  rendering  them  .fit  for  service;  and, 
secondly,  an  augmentation  of  our  floating  force, 
by  constructing  a  number  of  line-of-batile  ahips. 
and  additional  frigates.  The  other  provisions  or 
the  bill,  as  to  men,  money,  and  docks,  are  merely 
incidents  to  the  great  objects  contained  in  the  first 
and  second  sections.  As  the  whole  bill  is  open 
to  animadversion,  and  as  its  principle  has  been 
discussed  at  great  length,  I  shall  rather  direct  the 
observations  I  have  to  offer  to  the  chief  subject  of 
naval  increase,  than  to  matters  of  detail  in  its 
modifications. 
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The  people  whom  we  represent  here,  in  this 
House,  may  hy  called  emphatically  a  commercial 
people.  All  of  them,  and  more  especially  the 
eastern  and  northern  portions  of  the  inhabitants, 
have  a  deep  interest  in  the  use  and  employment 
of  the  ocean.  Their  land  is  the  more  valuable  on 
account  of  its  contiguity  to  that  highway  of  na- 
tions. They  have  availed  themselves  of  tneir  sit- 
uation to  educate  expert  merchants  and  naviga- 
tors. They  are  owners  of  vessels  and  cargoes ; 
and  these,  together,  with  their  persons,  they  ex- 
pose on  the  tempestuous  waves ;  dispositions  of 
this  character  marked  the  infancy  of  the  Colo- 
nial settlements.  Even  while  confined  within 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  master  Govern- 
medt  over  his  provinces,  they  gave  admirable 
proofs  oi  their  knowledge  and  adroitness  in  almost 
everything  that  related  to  trade  and  shipping. 

Thus,  a  commercial  spirit  was  interwoven,  as  it 
were,  with  their  original  stamina.  What  they 
first  acquired  by^  practice^  was  f)erpetualed  by  im- 
itation. To  this  day,  it  is  cherished  by  habit;  by 
continuance,  it  has  become  necessary  to  thesi,  as 
a  sort  of  second  nature.  This  tendency  of  their 
mind  was  strengthened  by  the  freedom  of  the  in- 
stitutions under  which  thev  lived ;  and,  before 
the  lapse  of  half  a  century,  from  their  landing  ia 
these  climes,  they  disputed  fiercely  with  tneir 
governors  about  patronage  and  prerogative.  In 
process  of  time,  attemi)ts  were  made  to  tax  their 
commerce  without  their  consent,  and  to  levy  mo- 
ney upon  them,  not  voted  by  representatives  of 
their  own  choosing.  They  resisted  ;  they  appeal- 
ed to  arms.  The  duties  on  glass,  painters'  colors, 
and  lea,  were  not  oppressive  in  their  aniount;  but. 
being  wrong  in  principle,  our  predecessors,  unal- 
terably attached  to  a  free  jurisprudence,  and  a 
free  trade,  declared  magnanimously  that  they 
would  not  tolerate  the  encroachments.  They 
adopted  the  maxim  qfprindpiie  obsia^  of  oppos- 
ing tyranny  at  its  onset.  They  made,  early  oppo- 
sition, and  their  resistance  was  efiectual. 

The  quarrel  which  terminated  in  the  Revolu- 
tion was  thus  the  ofispring  of  a  misunderstanding, 
principally  commercial;  and, indeed, grounded  in 
commercial  restrictions.  And  I  mention  it  to 
demonstrate  the  temper  and  feeling  of  our  people, 
while  yet  in  the  Colonial  condition,  upon  this 
important  point.  That  was  a  contest  upon  a  pre- 
cautionary idea,  and  undertaken  less  from  any 
injury  actually  sustained,  than  from  oppression 
apprehepded. 

Independence  was,  nevertheless,  attained,  c^nd 
our  citizens  were  thereby  emancipated  from  their 
provincial  thraldom.  Immediately,  they  became 
mpre  commercial  than  ever ;  they  quickly  doubled 
the  stormy  Cape,  and  made  visits  to  India  and 
China— they  braved  tne  billows,  And  bade  defi- 
ance to  the  tempests — they  proved  themselves 
daring  and  intrepid,  almost  beyond  example. 
Shall  I  attempt  ,a  few  sketches  in  the  maritime 
history  of  these  sons  of  liberty  ?  They  wield  the 
axe  better  than  any  other  people;  they  vanquish 
the  stately  tenants  of  the  torests,  and  subject  the 
oak.  andthe  pine,  and  the  cedar,  and  the  locust, 
to  their  power ;  they  model  and  construct  ships 


more  skilfully  than  any.  nation  on  the  globe.  I 
quote  the  naval  architects  of  New  York}  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  and  Charleston,  in  proof 
of  my  assertion.  The  excellence  of  their  struc- 
tures, whether  you  regard  their  burden  or  their 
speed,  is  without  a  parallel  in  ancient  or  modern 
times.  Nor  are  our  countrymen  deficient  in  the 
management  and  direction  of  such  floating  ma- 
chines. They  can  spring  a  cable  and  weigh  an 
anchor  more  expertly  than  the  trans-atlantic  sail- 
ors ;  they  can  hand,  reef,  and  steer  belter ;  they 
ciui  perforjii  a  prescribed  piece  of  service  quicker; 
they  equal  the  most  able  of  the  forei£[n  mariners 
in  expedients  to  lessen  the  dangers  of  the  storm, 
and  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  horrors  of  a 
lee-shore.  Their  activity  has  really  wrought 
wonders;.  While  some  of  them  are  exploring 
high  latitudes  for  a  Southern  continent,  another 
has  taken  possession  (Crusoe-like)  of  the  remote 
island  of  Tristan  d'Acunha  awhile  a  third  teaches 
the  arts  of  civilization  tpthe  natives  of  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  and  a  fourth  plants  the  seeds  of  em- 
pire on. the  banks  of  th^  Northwestern  Columbia. 
To  belt  the  globe,  is  become  with  thein  a  com- 
mon feat,  an  ordinary  act  of  commercial  outfit. 
,The  sandal-wood  of  the  Fejee  islands,  the  pearls 
of  the  Catolioas,  and  the  buche  de  mer  of  the 
Philippines,  are  sought  almost  as  familiarly  as  the 
prpductions  of  the  West  Indies,  If  they  find 
force  necessary  to  carry  on  thai  commerce,  they 
apply  that  force,  remove  difficulties  abroad  in 
their  own  way,  and  excite  no  inquiries  at  home 
about  their  proceedings.  By  individual  efibrt  the 
science  of  physical  geography  and  the  art  of  cir- 
cumnavigation, are  as  much  improved  now-a- 
days,  and  in  this  country,  as  they  nave  heretofore 
been  by  the  munificence  of  nations,  even  with 
European  monarchs  at  their  head.  And,  what  is 
worthy  of  particular  notice  in  these  voyages,  they 
who  engage  in  them  perfectly  know  how  curios- 
ity may  be  blended  with  profit,  and  how  the  air, 
the  water,  and  the  earth,  may,  be  so  laid  under 
contribution  as  to  afibrd  them  a  rich  reward  for 
their  toils. 

I  have  heardjt  said,  that  the  revolutionary  Con- 
gress had  conceived,  as  soon  as  the  individual 
States  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  surrender  the 
impost  then  belonging  to  them,  a  duty  of  five  per 
centum  ad  vlEilorem,  would  defray  all  the  needful 
expenses  of  the  General  Government.  All  their 
calculations  of  future  income  rested  upon  com- 
merce. The  framers  of  the  Constitution,  under 
which  we  are  now  by  God's  blessing  assembled, 
appear  to  have  entertained  similar  views  of  the 
system  of  reyenue.  This  may  be  inferred,  from 
the  power  expressly  given  to  Congress  *'  to  regu- 
late commerce."  And  this,  sir,  is  not  a  dormant 
power,  like  that  granted,  but  never  exercised,  ^*  to 
nx  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures."  It 
has  been  often  the  object  of  legislative  enactment. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  weighty  and  important  con- 
cessions of  power  that  that  Incomparable  instru- 
ment confers.  I  conceive. the  authors  of  this 
Constitution  to  have  been  the  lords  of  the  soil,  and 
the  true  representatives  of  the  landed  interest* 
They  were  not  a  convention  of  professed  mer- 
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chants  y  but  merely  an  -assembly  of  gentlemen 
with  commercial  feelings.  They  have  left  one 
of  the  strongest  proofs  of  this  that  was  ever  re- 
oojrded,  by  prohibiting  Congress  from  laying  a 
daty  on  exports.  Thus  that  ^patriotic  body,  with 
a  jealous  vigilance  and  foresight,  took  care  of  the 
agriculture  and  the  commerce  of  their  cduntry. 
Knowing  the  connexion  between  these  two  great 
branches  of  human  enterprise,  in  nature  and  in 
fiict,  they  would  not  sever  them  in  practice  nor 
even  in  theory ;  and  for  the  most  valid  reasons 
that  can  be  conceived.  Agriculture  has  been  de* 
clared  to  be  the  mistress,  and  Commerce  the  hand- 
maid. Yet  the  correctness  of  this  may  well  be 
questtoaed.  Their  relation  is  of  another  kind  ; 
more  oonsanguiaeous and  more  intimate.  I  should 
rather  pronoonce  them  to  be  sisters;  that' the 
sisters  were  of  twin  connexion ;  and  that  AgrF* 
culture  had  the  advantage  of  Comn^erce  only  in 
the  cirepmstance  of  being  the  elder-born.  Away 
then  with  that  political  errpr  which  disjoins  ties 
and  affinities  so  intimat§  as -these ! 

The  Constitution  also  hestoi^s  trpon  ns  the 
power  to  build  and  employ  a  nav.y ;  intending,  no 
doubt,  thereby  to  afford  a  safeguard  to  that  prop* 
erty  and  those  persons^  who  were  embarked  in 
commerce.  It  waa  perfectly  plain  that  rapacity 
and  violence  had  no't  deserted  the  earth ;  that  Un- 
protected wealth  would  tempt  the  hand  of  cupid- 
ity; and  that  the  weak  would  occasionally,  in 
these  days  of  refinement,  as  in  the  ruder  times  of 
yore,  be  made  the  prey  of  the  strong.  Letters  of 
matque  and  reprisals  were  therefbre  authorized 
upon  proper  occasions ;  and  rules  concerning  cap- 
tures were  ptrusted  to  our  legislative -discretion. 

Fully  possessed  of  all  this  knowledge  and  all 
this  power,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
been  remarkably  pacific ;  they  have  been'  more 
than  pacific  ;  'they  ha^  acted  under  a  persuasion 
that  other  nations  would  be  equally  pacific,  at 
least  towards  them.  Our  citizens  Jiave  entertained 
too  good  an  opinion  of  n^ankind  |  and  in  conse- 
quence,  they  have  fallen  alone  and  helpless  into 
tne  dens  of  thieves  and/sbarpers.  They  have  ad- 
▼entared  with  large  sums  of  money  in  their  par- 
ses, among  piraxes  and  ruffiaYis,'  without  pistols 
and  side-arms  of  any  sort  to -defend  themselve*. 
Like  the  feeble,  good  humored  and  forgiring, 
everywhere  they  have  been  kidnapped,  and  plun- 
dered in  all  quarters.  The  millions  and  hundreds 
of  millions  that  have  been  thus  unlawfully  seized, 
would  have  ruined  any  people  but  our  own»  But 
a  productive  soil^  worked  by  industrious  hands, 
repairs  losses  with  amazing  quicknesji,  From 
this  source  it  is,  that  such  immense  depredatiofis 
have  DOC  exhausted  us  entirely.  The  waste  of 
plunder  hap  been  great ;  but  the  efforts  of  repro^ 
duction  has  been  greater.  It  bave  been  urged,  sir, 
that  the  hazards  of  trade  jnaay  be  yarded  against 
by  insurance.  By  paying  a  preauum  adequate  to 
the  risk,  an  adventurer  can  secure  the  sum  men-r 
tinned  in  his  policy  against  individuals  or  com- 
panies who  would  make  good  his  loss.  This  is> 
indeed  true';  and  sueh  operations  are  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  meu  of  basinew.  But  in  the 
eye  of  a  statesman  <a  a  sovereign,  it  is  equaUy  a 


loss  to  the  country,  whether  the  underwriter  or 
the  assured  shall  be  .obliged  to  bear  it.  In  either 
case,  there  is  so  much  taken  out  of  the  country  5 
there  is  so  much  minus  in  the  great  national  ac- 
count— and  the'process  may  be  carried  so  far  as 
to  be  ruinous  to  both  parties.  I  wish  to  steer  my 
course  free  and  clear  of  such  rocks  and  breakers 
as  these.  If  the  Treasury  now  contained  but  half 
the  sum  of  the  property  burned,  sequestered*  de- 
tained, condemned,  exacted  for  costs,  charged  and 
fees,  and  wrung  from  the  owners  under  some  foul 
pretext  or  other,  we  should  possess  more  by  half 
than  is  required  to  provide  for  the  decent  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce. 

We  are  told,  nevertheless,  that  if  the  tracks  of 
(he  oeean,  in  addition  to  their  usu^  dangers,  are 
so  beset  with  enemies,  it  is  best  to  keep  but  of 
harm's  way  by  staying  at  home.  This  experi- 
ment has  already  been  tried.  An  embargo  of 
fourteen  months  was  abandoned  from  a  convic- 
tion of  the  impossibility  of  enfercing  it.  The 
people,  it  seemed,  must  and  would  trade.  Many 
would  adventure ;  no  restraints  could  bind  them. 
They  proceeded  to  sea  without  the  accustomed 
documents,  and  the  courtesy  of  the  British  gave 
the  runaways  a  favorable  reception. 

Our  peome,  as  I  said  before,  are  bred  to  com- 
merce. Tney  are  devoted  to  navigation  ;  barter 
and  sale  are  their  delight.  The  spirit  of  business 
warms  them.  Whether  permitted  or  not,  certain 
portions  of  them  will  go  abroad  in  quest  of  better 
fortune.  Nothing  thati  know,  not  despotism  it- 
self, will  induce  them  to  surrender  their  birth- 
right, the  privilege  of  ploughing  the  ocean  for  a 
market. 

it  is  not  now  the  question,  whether  our  constit- 
^nents  Shall  be  a  com  mere ialpeople  or  not.  That 
die  has  lon^  ago  been  cast.  We  are  so :  and  the 
di^i^ute  which  at  present  a^tiites  us,  is  a  nullity, 
if  we  dp  aot  intend  to  continue  so.  If  I  was  to 
engage  as  Platb  did,  in  framing  a  constitution  for 
an  id,eal  Republic,  or  after  the  manner  of  More, 
delineate  the  form,  of  an  Utopian  government,  I 
d^not:affirm  that  I  would  exclude  external  com- 
meree:  But  the  visionary  schemes  of  closet-pol- 
iticians arie  not  the  matters  upon  which  we  are 
deliberating;  ours  is  practical  business.  It  is  a 
decision  of  the  course  which  it  is  wisest  and  best 
to  take,  under  a  constitution  which  recognises 
foreign  trade,  derives  its  principal  pecuniary  sup- 
plies from  the  exercise  of  that  trade,  and  invests 
us,  tke  legislative  adn^inistrators  of  that  consti- 
tution, with  the  presiding  care  over  ir. 

The  experience  of  ages  has  sufficiently  proved 
that,  if  men^expoBe  their  persons  among  barba^ 
rouB  strangers,  they  are  liable,  in  a  multitude  of 
caseS)  to  insult  and  captivity ;  and  if  they  have 
treasure  or  merchandise  in  their  possession,  rob- 
bery and  murder  are  but  too  often  practised  by 
the  assailants.  Does  not  the  Bheik  who  com- 
manrds  the  caravan  traversing,  the  Arabian  sands, 
know  the  danger  of  his  undertaking  ?  Is  he  for- 
getful that  his  camels,  those  "ships  of  the  desert " 
with  all  their  precious  loading,  pilgrims^  huck- 
sters, and  all,  will  become  the  spoil  of  some  free- 
booter, unless  he  shall  be  prepared  to  purchase  a 
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truce  by.cash,  or  procurer  peace  by  arms  ?'  Can 
any  ooe  be  igDorant  tbat^  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  world,  force  is  the  fashionable  law ; 
and  they  who  cannot  brave  it  roust,  bend  to  it? 
The  dissolution  of  the  old  settled  rule  and  order 
of  Kurope  in  these  tumultuous  times,  has  pro- 
duced a  state  of  society  among  the  nations  there, 
both  in  its  motives  and  ac.tiops,  similar  to  the  lex 
foTtioria  of  the  Asiatics.  What  is  the  inference 
to  be  drawn  by  a  rational  mind  upon  these  things  1 
WIty,  plainly,  that  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  when  abroad  on 
lawful  commercial  enterprises,  shall  be  directly 
protected  by  a  force  at  hand,  or,  tha^  the  foreign- 
ers who  violate  the  fla^  of  our  nation,  do  it  at 
their  peril,  and  under  absolute  assuraiice  that  they 
shall  eventually  be  called  to  answer  for  it  with  an 
mvengiogarmv  ^h'e  high  and  might  v  personages 
who  rule  the  portion  of  mankind  called  (what  a 
monstrous  perversion !)  civilized,^  have  lost  much 
of  their  respect  for  waxen. seals  and  covenants  on 
parcl^ment. 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  Mr,  Chairman,  examine 
the  nature  of  the  controversy  we  have  with  Great 
Britain.  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  man  and  his 
mistress — he  vowed  he  could  not  live  with  her, 
and  yet,  he  swore  he  could  not  live  without  her. 
The  controversy  is  not  territorial.  We  had,  it  is 
true,  a  discussion  about  the  St.  Croix  river,  and 
the  boundary  between  the  district  of  Maine  and 
the  province  of  New  Brunswick.  There  is,  also, 
a  limit,  not  yet  ascertained  by  chain  and  compass, 
in  the  Northwest.  The  course  from  (he  Lake  of 
the  Woods  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,  as  di- 
rected by  treaty,  involves  an  impossibility.  The 
article  says  it  shall  proceed  west ;  geography  de- 
clares it  must  rt^n  south ;  and  the  discordance  has^ 
never  been  accommodated.  But  these  diferenees 
of  opinion  between*  the  parties  are  ainieable,  and 
have  not  been  deemed  causes  of  animosity,  far 
less  of  rupture.  Our  dominion,  therefore,  is  un- 
touched. The  controversy  is  not  genealogical; 
we  have  no  rival  competitors  for  a  throne  among 
us ;  our  people  are  not  arrayed  tinder  their  Tucjo'rs 
or  Plantagenets ;  there  is  no  Action  distiuj^ui^- 
ing  itself  by  the  badge  of  the  White  Rose  in^op- 
pcmtion  to  that  which  decks  ^itself,  with  the  Red. 
What  have  we  to  do  with  the  blood-royal,  and 
whether  the  true  or  spuirious  issue  shall  succeed  ? 
The  right  of  suffrage  is  free,  and  I  trust  in  CJod 
it  will  ever  remain  so.  The  electoral  colleges 
pcerforni  their  duty  without  molestatiou,  and  wo 
Betide  the  man  who  shall  interrupt  them  1 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  find  what  the  dis- 
pute is  not^  let  us  try  to  discover  what  wia.  If  I 
eao  comprehend  the  nature  of  the  altercation,  it 
it  purelv  commercial.  I  beg  the  Committee  to 
observe  how  the  matter  stands.  Before  the  Rev- 
olution Great  Briuin  resolved  to  tax  the  colonies, 
but,  injudiciously  for  her,  attempted  to  gather  the 
tribute  in  the  colonial  ports.  This  was  resisted, 
and  with  such  effect  as  to  overthrow  the  system. 
Since  the  Revolution,  thei  same  country,  availing 
herself  of  our  preference  for  her  productions  and 
partiality  to  her  manufactures,  pursued  her  plan 
of  taxation.    But,  grown  wiser  by  dear-bought 


experience,  levied  the  contribution  in  her  own 
ports,  and  collected  it  in  the  form  of  an  export 
duty,  by  her  own  officers,  and  under  her  own 
laws ;  and  this  mode  of  raising  money  upon  oiir 
consumption  would  have  continued  until  this 
time,  had  not  other  proceedings  given  the  alarm. 

It  is^ot  my  intention  to  wear^  my  hearers-with 
tedious  recitals.  ^  I,  therefore,  briefly  observe  that, 
after  various  moves  in  the  game  of  negotiation, 
(and  a  long  game  it  was,)  our  Gk>Vernment  was 
told  that,  if  we  would  pay  a  transit  duty  to  Great 
Britain,  or  trade  under  licenses  bought  from  her. 
we  might  have  access  to  the  continent  of  Europe ; 
that  is  to  say,  if  you  will  pay  her  for  the  privi- 
le^  to  import  your  Champaign  and  Burgundy^ 
wines,  and  to  carry  to  France  your  fish^  rice,  cot- 
ton,'and  tobacco,  you  may  enjoy  the  trade,  other- 
wise, you  ^ill  be  the  subjects  of  capture  and  con- 
demnation, wherever  you  may  fall  into  her  power. 
To  avoid  this,  degradation,  we  have  declared  m 
non-importation,  and, refused  to  be  any  longer  one 
of  her  customers;  whereupon,  she  has  decided 
that,  if  we  will, net  trade  with  her,  we  shall  not 
trade  at  the  shop  of  her  enemy.  And  thus,  be- 
tween the  trade  of  Fi-ance,  which  is  scarcely 
worth  haying,  ^nd  that  from  England,  which  we 
have  refused  to  have,  we  are  brought  to  our  pres- 
ent siuation. 

j^or  outrages  infinitely  less  than  these,  our  pre^ 
decessors  in  1774  aiid  1775,  resolved  on  resistance 
by  force.  Our  adversary  knows,  this  time,  where 
to  pinch  us.  She  aims  the  blow  at  our  vulner- 
able part.  By  a  single  cotvp  de  main  she  takes 
money  from  you't  people  and  their  Government. 
With  the  same  instrument  of  mischief  she  rips 
up  their  pockets  and  cuts  to  pieces  the  bag  of  the 
TreaRsury.  With  a  foe  so  expert  in  creating  in- 
dividual discontent  and  public  embarrassment, 
have  we.  to  contend.  .  I  am  not,  sir,  indiscreet 
enough  to  launch  all  we  possess  upon  the  ocean. 
lU  my  judgment,  we  ought  not,  by  any  means,  to 
put  the  whole  of  our  happiness  afloat.  Our  near* 
est  and  dearest  interests  are  on  terra  firma,  and 
there  they  should  be  preserved  and  niaintained. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say 
that  our  rights  on  (be  ocean  are  too  important  to 
be  sold  or  abandoned.  It  has  been  ingeniously 
contended  that  our  p«>ple  are  well  typified  by 
the  mammoth,  a  great  land  animal ;  and  by  oth- 
e^  that  a  becoming  emblem  would  be  the  levia- 
than, a  huge  inhabitant  of  the  water.  If  I  should 
not  provoke  the  risibility  of  the  Committee  br 
the  observation,  I  would  remark  that  the  mach 
derided  tortoise,  an  amphibious  creature,  familiar 
both  to  land^nd  water,  was  a  more  appropriate 
symbol ;  employing  the  former  for  the  multipli- 
cation of  its  raoe,  and  the  latter  for  their  better 
subsistence. 

To  employ  an  army  alone  would  be  to  fight 
with  one  hand  tied^behind  our  back.  To  equip 
a  naval  force  in  aid  of  the  other  is  to  strike  with 
both  hands.  And,  in  making  a  trial  of  our  en- 
ergy, I  wish  it  may  be  done  totit  viribuB,  with 
might  and  main.  The  idea  I  have,  sir,  of  a  float'* 
in^  force  is,  the  construction  of  as  many  armed 
ships  and  v%mek  as  -are  oommebsurate  with  our 
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abilities;  and  we  are  able  to  accompUi^  tnuchjif 
we  please.  I  would  authorize  our  mercbaot  ships, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  have  already  the  right  to 
arm  in  their  own  defence,  to  make  prize  of  those 
who  wronj^fuliy  attack  them.  If^need  required, 
I  would,  on  an  emergency,  hire  ships,  and  arm 
them  in  defence  of  the  people's  rights.  I  would 
grant  commissions  to  individuals  who  Were  in- 
clined to  cruise.  I  would  make  tbe  most  of  the 
force  which  the  gun  vessels  (1  will  not  call  them 
by  their  hackneyed  name)  afford;  ftnd  I  would  add 
the  succor  which  block-ships,  fire-rafts,  and  torpe- 
does promise  us.  By  these  means  a  little  fleet 
might  be  created  which  would  more  than  pro- 
tect your  ports,  harbors,  and  bays.  It  would 
cause  your  authority  to  b^  respected  beyond  the 
marine  league  from  the  shore.  It  would  carry 
the  honors  of  your  fia^  to  a  natural  and  well  de- 
fined boundary,  the  Chilf  Stream,  the  space  be- 
tween which  and  the  coast  migbt  be  reckoned 
part  of  the  national  domain.  I  would  not  at- 
tempt, Mr.  Chairman,  the  construction  of  a  thou- 
sand ships,  to  contend  ffcra'for  gun  with  our  op- 
ponents. Nor,  had  I  fifty  vessels,  would  I  send 
a  challenge  to  the  enemy  to  come  with  an  equal 
number,  and  array  themselves  for  a  pitched  bat- 
tle. No  such  gasconading  and  folly  as  that.  My 
advice  would  be,  so  to  use  our  Vessels  that,  with 
.the  least  unnec^sary  exposure  to  damage  and 
capture'on  our  part,  we  should  give  as  mudh  an- 
noyance as  possible  to  the  foe.  As  the  reason- 
ings of  negotiation  have  been  ineffectual,  a  nrore 
conclusive  logic,  and  a  more  irresistible  argument 
are  required. 

I  am  not  much  addicted  to  prophesying,  but  I 
cannot  refrain  from  conjecturing  a  few  of  the 
consequences  that  may  result  from  a  torpid  beha- 
viour on  this  occasion.  Imagine,  sir,  a  busy  and 
commercial  people  acting  without  the  patronsige 
of  their  own  Government.  .  Certain  results  may 
be  tolerably  weil  foreseen. 

The  naval  stores  with   which    our  country 
Abounds  may  take  their,  departure  for  foreign , 
magazines  and  arsenals,  and  increase  the  strength 
of  the  nations  to  whom  the  latter  belongj  to  do  us 
the  greatest  harm. 

The  shipwrights  and  artist?,  whose  business  it 
is  to  rig  and  repair  ships, .may  shoulder  their  tools 
and  trarel  for  jobs  and  wages  to  th«  navy  yards 
beyond  our  limits. 

Our  native  seamen  may,  perad venture,  follow 
llieia ;  and  through  want  of  employ  on  the  one 
part,  and  under  bot^atiesaud  tempting  encourage^ 
ments  on  the  other,  be  induced  to  enlist  tbem- 
aelves.  in  an  aliea  service. 

The  mercbantarof  the  United  States  may  poa- 
aibly  be  induced  to  purchase  the  licenses  dispensed 
by  the  stronger  Powers }  and,  onder  their  cover, 
ptnrsne  an  unmolerted,  a  lucrative,  bat  an  abhor^ 
red  commerce. 

Owners  of  ships  and  vessels  may  be  induced  to 
arm  more  extnisively  than  heretofore  practised, 
in  their  own  defence. 

Companies  of  merchants  and  underwriters  may 
tad  it  espedMttt  to  lessen  tile  chances  of  loss  by 


equipping  convoys  of  their  own  for  protecting 
the  vessels  they  ihsure. 

Lastly,  for  I  shall  mention  but  one  more  of  these 
contingencies,  our  seafaring  brethren,  when  left 
too  much  to  themselres  and  exposed  corapacioas 
pirates,  as  well  as  to  the  boisterous  elepients,  may 
conceive  the  project  of  combining  and  confede- 
rating the  defensive  efforts  of  the  maritime  cities, 
([as  Hamburg,  Lubec,  and  their  allied  towns  did 
in  the  middle  ages,)  and  of  forming  a  new  Han- 
seatic  league  in  the  Western  hemisphere. 

And  really,  sir,  the  mode  proposed  in  the  bill, 
of  adding  security  both  to.  our  coasting  and  our 
foreign  trade,  is  so  plain  and  obviousf  that  it  Is 
difficult  for  me  to  conceive  how,  in  the  present 
demoralized  and  distracted  state  of  tlie  nation, 
protection  can  be  granted  in  any  other  way. 

With  this  view  of  our  violated  commerce,  and 
of  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  such  viola- 
tion, 1  haye  a  firm  conviction  that  it  is  worthy  of 
peculiar  re^rd.  But,  protection  requires  Expense, 
and  our  citizens  are  believed  to  be  averse  to  the 
taxation  and  contribution  necessary  to  defray  that 
expense.  I  feel,  indeed,  it  is  a  hard  and  UDgrate* 
fbl  task,  to  demand  money  from  our  constituents 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Treasury.  But  I  feel  also 
the  strongest  persuasion  that  they  will  consent  to 
the  requisition  when  they  are  satisfied  it  is  made 
for  their  own  benefit,  and  for  asserting  their  es- 
sential, rights  and  interests.  I  know  not  what 
other  members  may  think  on  this  subject;  but, for 
that  section  of  the  Union  which  I  have  the  honor 
to.  represent,  I  have  uniformly  found  them  prompt 
and  open-handed  in  works  of  charity,  benevo- 
lence, and  mercy.  When  liberality  and  public 
spirit  are  in  request,  it  is  not  their  custom  to  be 
wanting.  And  now,  when  under  the  pressure  of 
commercial  embarrassment,  and  the  menace  of 
the  most  serious  evils,  they  are  asked  to  aid  the 
finances  of  their  country,  I  cannot  permit  myself, 
for  one  moment,  to  imagine  they  will  grudge 
their  ratable  pro^portion.  Be  the  sum,,  therefore, 
more  or  less,  the  cause,  the  noble  cause  of  which 
I  am  the  advocate,  justifies  the  expenditure.  The 
undertaking  must  not  be  abandoned  by  scanting 
the  means.  Our  resources  are  amply  competent. 
We  will  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  do 
what  we  can.  We  have  an  unimpaired  credit  to 
make  loans.  Wh  have  public  lands  In  store,  which 
may  be  pledged  for  the  fulfilment  of  our  engage- 
ments. Above  all,  we  possess  more  than  mines 
of  gold,  in  our  industry  and  enterprise.  And  as 
the  objects  for  which  we  contend  are  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  6ur  successors,  I  am  willing  to 
^raw  bills  upon  posterity  for  the  amount  of  the 
balance  unpaid. 

The  means  are  easy,  then.  No  dQ^bt  can  be 
entertained  of  tjie  bravery  of  our  commanders 
and  crews.  The  Spahiards,  the  Moors,  the  Greekau 
and  even  the  English  were  astonished  to  behold 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  our  Navy  passing  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  on  their  passage  from  New 
York  to  Tripoli,  in  boats  so  low,  so  small,  so  illy 
adapted  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  Such  a  mixture  of 
discipline  and  intrepidity  was  a  phenomenon,  both 
in  the  history  of  that  war,  and  of  navigation. 
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This  voyage  in  boiits,  not  .vastly  superior  to  bat- 
teanx,  has  an  air  so  romantic,  tbac  it  reminds  one 
of  the  witches  who  were  fabled  to  traverse  the 
surface  of  the  deep  in  eggshells.  Should  there 
be  in  the  nation  a  person  who  doubts,  let  him  ex- 
amine the  pages  of  histjory,  Where  are  recorded 
the  deeds  of  Rogers,  Decatur,  Truxtun,  and  Pre- 
ble, in  chastising  the  enemies  of  their  country. 
And,  allow  me,  Mr.  ChairmaO;  to  direct  his  at- 
tention to  that  sumptuous  monument,  erected  by 
the  officers  of  the  Navy  at  this  place,  to  immor- 
talize Somersj  Wadsworih,  Israel,  and  their  asso- 
ciates, for  their  gallant  contempt  of  death. 

Here  you  distinguish  the  love  of  glory^  that 
ornament  of  an  individual  and  of  a  people.  Oh, 
may  we  ever  cherish  among  us  the  ardor  for  an 
honorable  fame  !  May  we  at  no  time  forget  to 
pronounce  eulogies  and  utter  sones,  upon  the  ben- 
efactors of  our  country.  This  elevation  of  soul 
imparts  a  dignity  to  the  human  character,  which 
is  of  inestimable  value,  and  of  a  nature  too  ethe- 
rial  to  be  classed  with  the  gross  possessions  of 
life,  or  to  be  rated  in  any  denomination  of  cur- 
rent money;  It  is  the  lamp  of  life ;  when  it  burns 
dim  it  is  the  symptom  of  great  disorder  in  the 
moral  constitution ;  and  when  it  goes  out,  it  shows 
that  the  disease  is  desperate  indeed. 

Tuesday,  January  21. 
The  Speaker  hiid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  list  of 
the  names  of  persons  who  have  invented  any  new 
or  useful  art,  machine,  or  manufacture,'  and  to 
whom  patents  have  issued  subsequent  to  the 
twenty-eighth  of  December,  1810,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  13th  instant. 

NAVAL  ESTABIilSHMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concernijQg  the 
Naval  Establishment.  . 

Mr.  Johnson  said :  I  do  not  know,]  sir,  whv  I 
should  regret  thediscussion  of  any  subject  in  tnis 
place,  when  I  recollect  that  each  member  i«  under 
the  same  obligations  of  duty  and  responsibility. 
It  has  been  said  that  no  memoer  would  be  tlianked 
lor  his  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill—and,  fearless  of 
censure,  I  shall  oppose  this  attempt  to  lay  the 
foundation,  aud  to  pledge  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple for  naval  systems,  as  ruinous  to  the  finances 
of  the  country,  as  it  will  be  destructive  to  the 
peace  of  the  nation.  After  every  effort  in  my 
power.  I  could  not  suppress  the  sensation  of  sor- 
row, tnat  Congress  should  be  distracted  with  a 
subject  that  would  justly  excite  alarm  throughout 
the  nation,  eyen  in  the  hours  of  profound  tran- 

?uility.  I  have  looked  to  the  Treasury  reports,  and 
see  a  national  debt  of  about  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. I  look,  to  the  aggressions  of  England,  and  I 
find  we  have  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of  crea- 
ting a  great  and  expensive  military  force  to  avenge 
our  wrongs  and  to  expel  the  enemy  from  her  North 
American  colonies.  I  look  to  the  arguments  of 
the  advocates  of  this  pernicious  system,  and  they 
acknowledge  that  we  are  driven  to  the  bunk  of  a 


war  that  will  require  loans  and  taxes,  and  end  ia 
a  new  debt  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars; — 
and  under  these  circumstances,  when  we  are  upon 
the  heels  of  a  second  revolution,  when  the  people 
are  likely  to  be  most  pressed  for  the  ways  and 
means  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigor  and  certain 
success,  the  iruinous  system  of  a  great  navy  is 
pressed  upon  us.  Upon  the  return  of  a  second 
peace,  when  the  British  possessions  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Union,  and  our  army  disbanded 
— when  commerce  shall  be  restored, and  a  surplus 
of  revenue  in'  the  Treasury — after  meeting  ibc 
demands  of  the  Grovernment,  with  more  propriety 
might  the  question  be  presented  for  consideration* 
I  ^lieve^,  sir,  since  the  political  reformatipn  in 
1601,  the  question  of  building  a  navy  had  never 
been  before  presented  directly  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress.  When  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  illostri- 
trious  character,  presided  ov^  the  destinies  of  the 
United  States,  why  was  not  this  navy-building 
proposed?  Then  we  had  a  revenue  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  annually,  and  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury.  No,  sir,  such  a  system  had  been  put 
down  too  recently — the  strt^gles  against  a  navy 
in  'OS-Q  were  not  forgotten.  1  deny  the  cfipacity 
of  the  United  Slates  to  maintain  a  nayy  without 
oppression  (o  the  great  mass  of  the  community  in 
the  persons  of  tax-gatherers }  and  if  a  great  navy 
could  be  maintained,  it  would  be  more  than  use-, 
less — it  would  be  dangerous  ta  the  peace  and 
traaquillity  of  this  nation.  I  was  in  favor  of  re- 
paitioff  and  putting  into  service  the  whole  of  our 
naval  Lorce,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty* 
two  gunboats  and  upwards  of  fifteen  frigates  and 
smaller  war-vessels  ;  because  thi$  naval  force. 
United  with  our  fbrtifications,  would  give  secu- 
rity to  pur  coasts  and  harbors,  protect  otir  coast- 
ing trade,  and  would  be  important  in  the  pres- 
ent crisis  to  co-operate  with  privateers  and  in- 
dividual enterprise  a^nst  the  commerce  and 
plunder  of  Great  Britain.  But  this  is  not  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill.  It  contemplates  and  embraces  a. 
navv'to  protect  our  commerce  in  distant  seas  as 
well  as  at  home,  and  which  cannot  cost  less  than 
twenty  or  thirty  millions  to  accomplish ;  and,  when 
built,  would  entail  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  the  annual  expense  of  fifteen  million 
of  dollacB,  equal  to  the  amount  of  our  whole  reve- 
nue in  the  most  prosperous  years  of  commerce  un- 
der the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefierson,  and  double 
the  amount  of  our  present  financial  income.  It  it 
the  system,  as  well  as  the  expense,  that  I  object  to ; 
and  while i  am  ready  as  any  man  to  keep  a  small 
naval  force,  to-be  confined  to  the  proteetioa  oT 
our  maritimB  frontiers,  as  well  as  I  am  to  keep 
up  a  small  i|nd  force,  to  protect  our  territorial 
frontiers^  I  wul  not  vote  one  cent  for  a  system  of 
naval  force  which  is  destined  to  keep  foreign  na- 
tions in  check  in  distant  seas,  and  d«»ttoed  to  en- 
tail upon  this  happy  Government  perpetual  taxes 
and  a  perpetually  increasing  national  debt.  The 
people  will  not  support  such  a  Naval  Establish- 
ment— they  have  the  corrective  in  their  bands  i; 
and  build  this  fleet  o(  twenty  seventy-fours  and 
forty  frigates,  and  the  people  will  in  thair  torn 
put  them  dowa.    But|  sir,  we  are  told,  that  we  «• 
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aeomiaercial  people,  aDd  that  yea  cannot  restrain 
a  spirit  of  enterprise  in  oar  citizens  which  is 
limited  only  by  the  polar  snows  to  the  North  and 
the  icy   moantaiss  to  the  South.     No  person 
has  attempted  to  dajxip  that  gallant  spirit*,  «that 
mercantile  enterprise — sach  adventurous  voyages 
have  been  fostered  and  cherished  by  every  menus 
in  the  power  of  the  Qovertiment.    But,  sir,  has 
this  anpahalleled  enterprise,  this  gallant  spirit, 
been  carried  on  by  a  navy  ?    Such  a  thing  has 
never  been  thought  of,  which  proves  that  this 
questic^D  of  a  navy  has  no  connexion  w^h  this 
commercial  enterprise ;  and  the  ej^istence  of  one 
without  the  other,  is  positive  proof  of  the  fact. 
But  it  is  also  said,  that  agrionlture  and  commerce 
are  twin  sisters,  and  the  learned  gentleman  from 
N*w  York  (Mr.  Mitchill,)  will  not  allow  a 
more  distant  connexion.    I  have  no  objection  to 
sach  a  union,  and  I  did  expect  that  it  would  have 
been  demonstrated  what  was  the  real  relation- 
ship between  these. twin  sisters  and  a  permanent 
navy ;  whether  it  is  that  of  coast  n-german,  brother, 
or  husband.    As  these  subjects  have  not  been 
identified,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  there 
is  no  oonnezion-^unless  onder  the  disguise  of 
protection,  the  navy  would  be  the  destroyer  both 
of  commerce  and  agriculture — by  taxes  upon  the 
one  attd  constant  war  upon,  the  theatre  of  the 
other.    The  advocates  of  a  navy  need  not  expect 
to  cover  the  deformity  and  danger  of  the  system 
by  telling  the  people  they  are  »iehds  to  the  pro^ 
tection  of  commerce — and  that  those  who  oppose 
it  are  ready  to  relinquish  our  rights  upon  the  ocean. 
No,  sir,  this  will  not  do.    They  will  ask  if  oar 
eomaurce,  as  great  as  it  has  beeti,  was  ever 
protected  by  a  navy.    They  will  look  at  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money — they  will  see 
twenty-nine  millioos  of  dollars  expended  upon  our 
present  Naval  Establishment;  and  though 'they 
Qiay  not  complain  of  that  prodigal  waste  of  pub- 
Uc' money,  upon  so  small  a  naval  fon^e,  they  will 
look  to  the  effects  produced  by  this  {)ower,  and 
they  will  refuse  to  augment  it,  until,  indeed,  the 
Peace  Bstablishment  shall  require  augmentation. 
The  people  Will  look  to  the  votes  of  this  Hquse. 
and  they  will  see  the  opposers  of  a  Navy  Willing 
at  this  moment  to  avenge  the  depredations  upon 
onr  commerce  and  neutral  rights'  by  actual  hos* 
tility.    I  am  not  prepared  to  give  up  our  rights, 
whether  upon  the  ocean  or  upon  land,  fvhether 
commercial  or  personal ;  but  I  may  differ  in  the 
means  of  avenging  these  wrongs,  and  vindicating 
those  rights,  and' I  shall  ever  differ  frotn  those 
who  wish  a  navy  to  ride  triumphant  in  distant 
aeas;  and,  under  a  pretext  of  protection  to  com- 
merce, doom  the  nation  to  galling  burdeos  tpo  in- 
tolerable to  bo  borne.    But  we  are  told,  sir,  that 
this  question  ]^artakes  of  the  character  of  a  self- 
evident  proposition.    Indeed,  sir,  and  in  what  re- 
ipect  is  it  entitled  to  this  definition  of  self-evident  ? 
Unless,  indeed,  from  every  ootfsideration  of  his- 
tory, experience  and  reason,  it  is  evident  that  a 
navy  is  an  engine  of  power  and  ambition,  calcu- 
lated to  embroil  a  nation  in  quarrels  and  wars, 
and  to  &x  permanent  wrentbednesa  upon  the  in- 
duttrtoiis  class  of  the  people*    When  we  look  to 


the  delegation  from  each  State,  we  find  a  difference 
in  sentiment  4ipon  this  subject,  whether  lying  on 
the  seaboard  or  distant  from  it. 

The  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  has  at- 
tempted to  make  us  believe  that  a  navy  is  the  an- 
chor of  our  hopes,  and  I  dare  venture  to  say,  his 
eloquent  colleague  (Mr.  Williams)  will  in  due 
time  denounce  it  as  the  most  abominable  system 
— always  employed  in  the  fell  purposes  of  outrage, 
plunder,  war,  and  death.  The  same  division  of 
sentiment  exists  in  Massachusetts  as  to  this  de- 
structive and  Expensive  establishment.  And,  sir, 
let  me  not  omit  to  mention,  the  sentiments  of  the 
Republicans  of  96-9.  were  not  only  entitled  to^ 
the  love  and  confidence  of  the  people,  but  worthy 
of  our  imitation.  Nor  will  I  omit  the  resolutions- 
of  th^  Virginia. Legislature  in  opposition  to  a  navy,, 
when  they  remonstrated  against  measures  which 
they  considered  ruinous  to  the  freedom  of  the 
UnUed  States — nor  is  my  respect  for  those  opin- 
ions lessened,  although  many  Republicans  in  Con- 
gress at  this  time,  and  men  of  talents,  have  be- 
come great  advocates  for  a  navy,  and  I  will  put 
it  to  the  people  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  their 
approbation,  whether,  a  navy  beyond  the  peace 
establishment  is  ruinous,  or  the  rock  of  our  safety. 

Leaving  the  dirtsion  of  sentiment  in  our  coun- 
try, let  us  advert  to  ancient  and  modern  history, 
ana  search  for  examples  upon  this  important  sub- 
ject. And  here,  sir,  I  will  take  this  position,  and 
defy  history  for  an  example,  that  no  great  naval 
power  ever  confined  their  naval  strength  to  the  le- 
gitimate object  of  protecting  commerce' in  distant 
seas.  I  Will  refer  to  Tyre  and  Sidon,  Crete  and 
Rhodes,  to  Athens  and  to  Carthage.  No  sooner  had 
these  nations  ceased  to  confine  their  naval  strength 
to  theijr  maritime  defence  at  home,  to  the  protection 
of  their  seacoast,  than  they  were  engaged  in 
plunder,  piracy,  depredations  upon  other  nations, 
or  involved  in  wars,  which  certainly  accelerated, 
if  it  did  not  produce  the  downfall  and  destruction 
of  those  Qovernments.  Peace  and  tranquillity  is 
not  the  natural  state  of  a  great  naval  powet.  A 
disregard  of  public  law,  sacred  treaties,  and  blood- 
shed, would  suit  it  better^  aad  It  has  been,  and 
ever  will  bej  the  consequences  of  such  force. 
These  nations  furnish  another  example  and  in- 
structive lesson  to  the  present  generation— that 
while  their  commerce  and  navy  furnished  a  small 
pvt  qf  the  people  with  the  luxuries  of  every 
country*  at  that  time  known,  the  great  mass  of 
citizens  at  home  were  miserable  and  oppressed. 
Their  rights  neglected,  their  burdens  increased, 
and  their  happiness  destroyed,  while  their  fleets 
and  external  grandeur  carried  astonishment  and 
terror  to  distant  nations.  When  a  nation  puts 
forth  her  strength  upon. the  ocean,  the  interior  of 
the  country  wm  be  negleeted  and  oppressed  with 
oontribution3.  Ancient  history  does  not  furnish 
a  solitary  instance  of  any[  permanent  good,  or  long^ 
continuance  of  peace  arising  from  a  great  navsd 
siipremacy ;  such  overgrown  power,  such  unnat- 
ural strength,  must  feed  upon  plunder,  at  home  and 
abroad.  When  we  come  to  modern  nations  we 
have  proof  before  us  of  the  positions  I  have  taken. 
We  hiave  beeii  told  of  Holland,  as  a  people  exist- 
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JDg  in  a  most  flojurishiDg  state  of  prosperous  com- 
merce wilbout  a  navy  io  protect  it,  and  we  have 
fceeo  told  of  Spaio  as  a  na?ai  power  without  com- 
merce to  protect.  But  leaTing  these  examples,  let 
us  look  at  France  and  Great  Britain ;  we  here 
iiave  examples  before  our  eyes;  we  need  no  his- 
tory ;  the  facts  are  before  us. 

Admit  that  Great  Britain,  with  her  thousand 
vesselfiL  could  protect  l)er  lawful  commerce,  let  me 
ask,  if  ner  navy  has  ever  been  confined  to  that  ob- 
ject ;  whether  it  is  confined  to  that  object  at  this 
time ;  whether  her  nav]^  has  not  fattened  upon 
the  spoils  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America, 
and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  making-war 
equally  upon  friends  and  enemies.  Her  navy,  tri- 
umphant in  every  sea,  is  employed  in  a  system  of 
plunder  against  the  world,  and,  notwithstanding 
this  supremacy,  we  see  her  citizens  groaning 
under  a  national  debt  of  eight  hundred  millions  of 
pounds  sterling,  mor«  than  all  the  nations  of  the 
universe  could  pay.  We  see  her  upon  the  preci- 
pice of  bankruptcy — we  see  her  people,  her  nu- 
merous subjects,  loaded  with  taxes,  that  would  as- 
tonish any  man  who  did  not  know  the  fact — not- 
withstanding this,  the  public  debt  Is  daily  increa- 
sing, and  it  is  now  acknowledged  by  all  the  world 
that  she  is  fighting  for  her  existence— rvic tor ious  at 
sea  and  safe  at  home  from  Invasion,  and  still  her 
very  existence  is  at  stake.  Sir,  I  never  wish  to 
see  the  liberties  of  my  country  afloat  upon  the 
ocean  and  staked  upon  the  strength  of  a  navy. 
Look  at  France,  separated  from  her  enemy  by  a 
narrow  channel,  without  vessels  to  meet  the  fleets 
of  Engiaifd  on. the  water,  and  still  sHe  is  unable 
to  burn  the  seajwrt  towns  of  France  or  invade  the 
French  territories,  or  in  any  way  to  make  an  im- 

Eression  upon  her.  Populous  and  powerful  upon 
ind,  nothing  but  the  imperial  despotism  that  ex- 
ists throughout  that  vast  empire,  prevents  the 
country  from  being  the  most  enviable  resfdence 
upon  the  globe,  except  our  own  favored  land. 
Let  not  the  Congress  of  thv  United  States  there- 
fore stake  their  existence  upon  Navies,  let  us  not 
withdraw  the  protecting  hand  of  Government 
from  the  soil;  let  us  not  increa^  the  burdens  of 
the  people,  and  weigh  them  down  with  a  public 
debt  to  support  external  grandeur.  Do  not  by 
this  system  destroy  the  afiections  and '  attach- 
ments of  the  solid  and  vhonest  part  of  the  commu^ 
nity,  who  support  the  Government  of  the  country. 
Sir,  the -report  of  theJVaval  Committee  has  as- 
sumed principles  as  erroneous  as  they  are'novel-^ 
that  the  protection  of  maritime  commerce  was, 
above  all  other  objects,  the  first  and  the  greatest 
consideration  which  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
present  Constitution.  There  is  nothing  to  war- 
rant such  a  position ;  and  no  reason  does  exist 
why  our  commercial  rights  should  have  been  bet- 
ter secured  than  the  other  various  rights  and  in- 
terests embraced  by  that  charter  of  our  indepen- 
dence. In  the  specific  grants  of  power,  Congress 
has  the  authority  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  with  the  seversl  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes:  not  giving  preference  in  lan^ 
guage  to  foreign  over  State  and  domestic  com- 
merce.   I  will  admit,  air,  that  oar  commieccial 


rights  formed  one  of  the  primary  considerationa 
not  more  primary  Ihan  the  rights  of  agriculture 
and  manufacturesi  nor  the  rights  of  property,  the 
rights  of  persons,  protection  from  foreign  invasion 
and>  aggression,  or  from  internal  foes.  These 
rights  were  equally  important^  and  not  less  the 
considerations  which  strengthened  the  bonds  of 
the  Union.  And  if  any  consideration  had  a  pref- 
erence, it  arose  from  considerations  of  peace  and 
war.  ' 

When'  I  look  into  the  preamble  of  the  Consti- 
tution, Which  to  be  sure  is  no  specific  grant  of 
power,  but  is  an  interpretation  of  the  ol^ecta  df 
that  ^reat  charter  of  our  Union,  I  find  it. was  to 
establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general  wellare, 
and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,  that  the 
Constitution  was  adopted;  and  although  mart- 
time  commerce  has  only  a  co-equal  right  with 
all  others,  still,  the  create§t  means  and  resources 
of  the  Gk>vernment  have  been  directed  to  its  pro- 
tjBction. .  And  still  it  would  seem,  if  we  do  not 
ruin  the  nation  by  ihe  establishment  of  a  navy, 
we  wish  to  make  encroachments  upon  commerce, 
to  damp  the  commercial  spirit.  And  this  we  are 
told  in  the  face  of  facts,  which.appearupon  record, 
and  in  the  face  of  every  expensive  war  measure 
now  taken. and  adopted.  Sir,  in  a  colonial  stale, 
it  was  a  duty  upon  tea  that  was  the  immediate 
Qause  of  a  war,  which  was  bloody  indeed,  and 
continued  upwards  of  seven  years;  a  conflict 
which  has  no  pai;allel  ij^  history  aa  to  its  begin- 
ning and  termination.  And  at  this  moment,  vio- 
lations of  our  neutrai  rights  upon  the  ocean  is  a 
primary  cause  why  we  are  about  to  wage  a  second 
war  with  Ghreat  Britain;  and  still  we  are  gravely 
told  that  we  are  unwilling  to  protect  commeroe, 
and  that  we  are  ready  to  abandon  it,  because  we 
will^'not  vote' away  the  substance  of  the  people 
upon  a  system  of  policy  which  must  ruin  the  na- 
tion if  not  crushed  in  iu  infancy.  The  Constitn- 
tion  says.  Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  pro- 
vide and  maintain  a  navy.  And  this  has  heeu 
read.  So  .has  it  authorized  Congress  to  raise  and 
support  armies,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  de- 
clare war;  but  the  Constitution  does  not  fix  the 
limit  of  these  powers,  and  dll  are  liable  to  abuse. 
And  the  Convention  did  not  suppose  that  any 
Congress  would  so  far  abuse  these  powers  as  to 
keep  either  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace, 
which,  must  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  peo(de, 
or  a  perpianent  navy,  that  would  involve  us  ia 
continual  wars  with  other  nations,  and  perma- 
nent taxes  iipon  the  people.  A  reasonable  Peaoe 
Establishment  to  protect  our  maritime  and  terri- 
torial frontier,  consistent  with  strict  economy, 
most  have  been  contemplated;  and  this  force, 
naval  and  military,  we  have  maintained ;  and  we 
are  as  secure  mLs  a  nation  can  expect  to  be  from 
savageeora  nutritimefoe.  Therewould  beasmuch 
reason  why  we  should  keep  in  pay  &ye  hundred 
thousand  regular  troops  in  time  of  peace,  as  your 
twenty  vessels  of  seventy-four  guns  and  your 
forty  frigates,  in  addition  to  our  present  naval 
force.  In  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  a  per- 
manent navy  is  as  iojucioiia  to  the  couatry  asa 
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standiog  army.  One  will  endanger  your  liberties 
by  conqaest,  and  the  ot|ier  by  wars  with  foreign 
nations. 

So  far  from  onr  not  baring  protected  commerce,' 
it  has  engrossed  the  whole  attention  of  the  Got- 
emment.  I  ain  ready  to  go  farther ;  bat  not  with 
a  yi^w  to  neglect  other  rights  and  interests  equally 
dear  to  us  alL  I  wish  to  see  eyei^y  facility  given 
to  the  tntercbanee  of  commodities  among  the 
several  Slates,  ft  would  be  a  pleasing  spectacle 
to  mV  mind.  We  are  blest  beyond  every  other 
people,  in  soil,  climate,  and  producrions.  The  rice, 
cotton,  and  sugar  of  Orleans,  Georgia,  and  Sodth 
Carolina,  the  lead  of  Louisiana,  the  hemp  of  the 
Western  States^  the  tobacco  and  flour  of  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  and  the  middle  States,  in- 
cluding rennsylvania,  the  warehouse  of  every 
eomOiOdity,  and  the  manufactures  and  shipping 
of  New  York  and  the  New  England  States.  This 
trade  would  be  Valuable,  and  would  not  depend 
tipon  the  caprice  of  foreign  despots.  But  we  are 
abked,  emphatically,  how  will  you  protect  com- 
merce? The  answer  Is  easy.  We  will  protect 
it  as  we  have  protected  it.  In  times  of  peace,  we 
will  act  with  ^'ustice  towards  all  the  world ;  we 
will  pass  navigation  laws,  and  divert  the  com- 
merce of  the  coontry  from  nations  who  will  not 
respect  our  rights.  If  these  expedients  should 
fait  us,  we  must  resort  to  the  last  alternative — war. 
For,  before  we  make  war  it  will  not  be  pretended 
that  we  can  authorize  oUr  navy  to  ^avenge  the 
Wrongs  of  our  merchants,  or  you  would  tal^  from 
Congress  the  right  to  declare  war,  and  give  it  to 
our  naval  commanders.  But  I  am  as^ed,  how 
will  you  contend  with  a  tbar4time  nation,  with- 
out a  navy  ?  Sir,  that  question  is  as  easily  an- 
swered as  the  first.  I  will  ask,  ho#  we  succeeded 
in  the  Revolutionary  war?  We  were  without 
any  security  tipon  onr  seacoast.  and  still  we  suc- 
ceeded. But  to  be  more  specific— I  would  gnmt 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  authorize  pri- 
xrateering.  Give  scope  to  individual  enterprise, 
to  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  enemy— ^which 
can  be  done  effectually.  I  would  fortify  our  sea- 
port towns;  station  our  gufnboats  and  frigates 
along  our  coast,  to  protect  us  at  home.  And  in 
this  way  I  would  in  war  avenge  the  infractions 
of  our  neutral  rights. 

It  has  been  asked,  if  we  were  secure  from  mari- 
time inyasion.  I  answer,  we  are  well  fortified 
against  any  naval  force;  not  beyond  possibility  of 
injury,  but  as  well  secured  as  can  be  expected. 
We  nave  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  giinboats, 
and  frigates  and  sloops  amounting  to  fifteen  now 
In  service,  and  two  or  three  sea-worthy,  might  be 
tepaired.  The  Gulf  Stream  has  been  fixed  upon, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  learned  gentleman  from 
New  York,  as  the  proper  limit  of  our  territorial 
sea.  I  have  no  objection  to  that  litnit ;  I  think 
nature  has  fixed  that  boundary  for  us;  and  con- 
sidering our  coast  to  differ  from  the  bold  shores 
of  Europe,  it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  claim 
this  as  a  sea  in  which  onr  vessels  should  be  ex- 
empt from  search,  or  any  other  rule  of  the  laws 
of  nations.  1  will  yield  to  no  man  in  protecting 
tommerce,  or  any  other  right  of  the  nation.    But 


I  wish  to  confine  myself  to  legitimate  means,  and 
not  means  that  will  be  as  fatal  to  the  happiness 
of  the  country  as  the  evil  intended  to  be  reme* 
died.  We  have  been  told  that  our  commerce  is 
interrupted  by  picaroons  and  pirates  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  the  many  insults  and  injuries 
which  we  have  suffered  within  or  near  our  ports 
and  harbors.  ^  These  things  are  no  argument  with 
me  to  augment  oiir  naval  force  at  this  time.  Arm 
your  merchant  vessels,  and  the^  will  never  com- 
plain of  buccaneers  or  pirates  from  St.Domingo ; 
and  this  is  a  right  that  should  be  given  to  them, 
under  certain  regulations;  and  as  to  the  indigni* 
ties  wliich  we  experience  from,  the  war  vessels  of 
Great  Britain,  I  will  state  that  it  was  our  own 
-fault  that  we  did  not  on  those  several  occasions 
wipe  awav  the  insult  and  avenge  the  injUry  re- 
ceived. When  the  unfortunate  Pierce  was  mur- 
dered by  a  British  naval  officer,  and  carried  into 
New  YorTt,  would  it  not  have  been  the  most  cor- 
rect course  to  have  taken  satisfaction  upon  the 
same  vessel  from  which  the  injury  was  received  ? 
If  so,  the  means  were  as  much  in  our  power  as  if 
we  had  owned  forty  frigates;  the  order  alone 
was  wanting. '  But  was  the  course  a  correct  one 
in  abstaining  from  farther  bloodshed  ?  If  so,  let 
it  rest  la  the  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake,  would 
it  not  have  been  most  prudent  to  have  sacrificed 
that  vessel  and  her  crew  ?  If  so,  a  force  could 
have  been  collected  in  a  few  days  to  have  made 
the  sacrifice ;  the  order  alone  was  wanting.  In 
those  two  cases,  and  in  every  other  indigcfity 
committed  within  our  own  waters,  the  desire  of 
peace  and  the  nature  of  our  Government  pre- 
Tented  the  immediate  satisfaction  fof  the  griev- 
ance, and  an  appeal  was  made  to  negotiation. 
From  these  considerations.' no  argument  can  be 
drawirto  support  a  naval  establishment.  If  we 
have  been  tardy  in  resisting  the  injuries  we  have 
received  from  foreign  nations,  we  must  ascribe  it 
to  the  proper  cause,  and  not  to  the  want  of  a 
navy.  But,  if  something  more  must  be  done  at 
this  time,  and  we  must  expend  more  money  to 
secure  the  coasting  trade,  I  would  offer  a  substi- 
tute for  the  bill  upon  your  table;  I  would  take 
up  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury 
upon  roads  and  canals,  and  I  would  adopt  his 
idea,  and  execute  his  plan  of  opening  an  inland 
tide*water  navigation  from  Boston  to  Georgia,  by 
cutting  four  canals,  which  would  not  cost  more 
than'  three  millions  of  dollars,  according  to  the 
estimates,  viz:  from  Boston  to  Rhode  Island, 
above  the  Isthmus  of  Barnstable;  from  the  Rari- 
tan  to  the  Delaware;  thence  to  the  Chesapeake; 
thence  to  Albemarle  Sound.  A  navigation  more 
secure  in  war,  or  more  secure  from  interruption, 
than  yon  would  receive  from  your  forty  frigates 
and  your  twenty  seventy-four  gunships.  Bv^t  this 
durable  navigation  has  QOt  the  splendor  of  navies 
about  it,  and  1  could  not  expect  my  substitute  to 
be  adopted;  internal  improvements  of  this  kind 
do  not  suit  ouir  towering  minds.  Now,  sir,  if  we 
had  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
the  North,  as  we  have  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
South,  connected  with  this  internal  tide-water 
navigation,  we  should  embrace  the  most  impor- 


883 


HISTORY  OF  CONaRBSS. 


884 


H-  OP  R. 


Naval  Establishmeat. 


Jajvuabt,  1812. 


tant  interests  of  every  part  of  the  United  States. 
We  a1'e  told  that  this  is  the  cheapest  mode  ot 
defence — naval  protection  is  the  cheapest  mode 
of  defence.  It  may  be  so  in  theory  lind  in  cal^ 
culation,  but  I  know  it  is  not  so  in  practice.  .  It 
is  admitted  generally  that  the  navy  of  Qreat 
Britain  has  involved  her  in  greater  expenses  than 
any  other  system  of^  defence,  and  the  oppression 
of  the  people  is  greatly  owing'to  this  caus^.  But, 
sir,  the  advocates  of  a  navy  speak  as  if  this  force 
'would  supersede  the  necessity  of  armies,  fortifi- 
cations, &c.  Is  it  possible  that  any  man  can  sup- 
pose that  the  establishment  of  a  navy  would  dis- 
pense with  fortifications?  No  matter  what  your 
force,  if  you  had  no  fortifications,  such  a  city  as 
New  York  might.  &nd  would  be  laid  in  ashee. 
Some  daring  Admiral,  such  as  Lord  Nelson,  or 
Preble,  if  any  other  nation  could  boast  of  such  a 
man,  would  rush'  into  danger  and  court  death  to 
accomplish  .«uch  an  object — an  attem^pt  which 
would  be  folly  against  well  built  fortifications 
and  batteries ;  so  with  Charleston  and  Boston. 
These  places  are  not  going  to  fi^iveup  their  forti- 
fications and  their  cannon.  1  would  inquire,  in 
my  turn,  whether  this  cheap  defence,  the  navy, 
could  quell  the  -savages  on  the  Wabash,  or  take 
the  Canadas  and  Nova  Scotia,  I  suppose  the 
advocates  of  a  navy  would  dispense  with  gun- 
boats, that  most  invklifable  species  of  defence  in 
ports  and  harbors,  shoals,  or  still*  water.  A  species 
of  defence  recommended  by  that  illustrious  man, 
Mr.  Jefierson,  because  he  knew  their  utility  at 
home,  and  the  little  danger  of  their  being  used  in 
distaiit  seas,  to  acquire  naval  glory. alone.  I 
would  call  jtbe  attention  of  tb^  House  to  the  St. 
Lawrence,  the  Delaware,  the  Mediterranean,  the 
ports  of  Europe,  and  the  Baltic,  the  theatre  of 
their  successful  operation  in  almost  every  in* 
stance.  Ridicule  apd  laughter  shall  never  change 
my  opinion  as  to  their  efficacy.  But,  sir,  the  evil 
of  impressment  must  necessarily  grow  out  of  this 
establishment.  .It  has  been .  contended  already 
that  we  would  have  the,  right  in  time  of  war  to 
prevent  our  seamen  from  going  on  board  priva- 
teers, and  we  could  compel  them  to  serve  in  our 
national  ships.  This  then  is  the  doctrine  of  im- 
pressment in  its  fullest  extent.  You  restrain  the 
citizen  in  his  -movements,  and  compel  him  to 
serve  on  your  vesseU  of  war.  Make  a  pretext  for 
war,  and  every  poor  nuin  id  the  country  would 
be  in  danger  of  outrage  to  his  person,  and  'com- 
pelled to  leave  his  wife,  his  children,  and  sacred 
home,  to  serve  in  your  vessels  of  war.  Mention 
is  made  of  the  martial  spirit  of  our  citizens^  and 
the  gallant  spirit  of  our  naval  officers.  No  man 
can  appreciate  their  bravey  more  than  1  do.  The 
attack  upon  Tripoli j  crowned  the,  American  offi- 
cers and  seame^i  with  as  much  glory  and  honor 
as  any  battle  or  sea-fight  that  we  read  of  in  an- 
cient or  modern  history.  They  contended  with 
unequal  forces ;  they  grappled  With  the  enemy 
at  his  own  door  with  unequal  nucnbers^  and  they 
conquered. 

But,  sir,  these  glorious  conflicts  gave  ns  a  name« 
and  immortalize  those  who  are  the  actors  in  the 
scene,  without  being  connected  with  the  real 


happiness  or  prosperity  of  the  nation.  I  hare 
traced,  in  the  pages  of  history,  Lord  Nelson,  the 
British  Admiral,  to  the  Nile.  I  see  him  crowned 
with  never-fading  laurels,  in  the  engagement  off 
Aboukir;  I  see  him  ride  into  the  Baltic,  and,  by 
prodigies  of  valor«  reduce  the  Danes  to  submis* 
sion ;  I  see  him  ofi"  Trafalgar,  where  he  died  in 
(he  arms  of  Victory.  But  notwithstanding  these 
achievements,  (see  the  natiobal  debt  of  England 
increase ;  I  see  nil  England  still  under  her  load 
of  taxes ;  I  see  the  common  people  unhapfiy  and 
oppressed.  I  wish  to  confine  our  gallant  officers 
to.  the  defence  of  our  maritime  frontier.  In  war 
we  shall  have  enough  for  them  to  do.  I  wish 
such  men  as  Rogers,  Decatur,  Gordon,  and  the 
.rest  of  out  officers  who  are  ready  to  devote  their 
lives  to  the  servfce  of  their  coontcy,  kept  near  us, 
and  not  sent  to  distant  seas  to  fight  the  battle  or 
the  Nile,  or  storm  Gibraltar. 

I' shall  conclude  with  remarking,  that  I  baYe 
endeavored  to  prove  in  the  course  of  my  remarks 
that  this  is  an  un&vorable  moment  to  agitate  this 
question.  That  the  sentrtnenu  of  the  people  are 
against  such  a  system,  and  that  ancient  and  mod- 
ern history  do  not  furnish  arguments  in  favor  of 
a  naval  power;  but  that  navies  have  been  and 
always  will  be  engines  of  power,  and  employed 
in  projects  of  ambition  and  war ;  that  the  conse- 
quences of  a  navy  are  perpetual  internal  taxes 
and  a.public  debt ;  the  incapacity  of  the  naiioa 
to  support  a  great  navy,  and  its  tendency  to  draw 
the  band  of  protection  from  the  rights  of  the 
people  at  home ;  and  that  naval  forcesbave  never 
been  and  never  will  be  confined  to  the  protection 
of  commerce,  but  will  he  engaged  in  plunder  and 
constant  violations  of  the  laws  of  nations;  and, 
lastly,  that  commerce  has  had  its  share  of  protec- 
tion, and  that  the  war  we  are  about  to  wa|^  i8> 
principally  for  the  violations  of  our  neutral  righu 
upon  the  ocean. 

Mr.  LoWNOBS.— Mr.  Speaker,  in  one  opinion, 
expressed  by  the  honorable 'gentleman  last  up, 
(Mr.  JOHNeON,)  I  can  concur-  The  Constitution 
was  not  formed  for  the  exclusive  protection  of 
commerce,  but  for  the  defence  of  all  the  interests 
of  the  Unrted  States.  These  are  to  be  protected 
hy  the  wholei  force  of  the  nation.  If  he  had  ad- 
hered throughout  his  speech  to  this  opinion,  the 
question  would  havobeen  narrowed,  to  the  inqui- 
ry, by  what  means  shall  commerce>be  protected? 
He  has  asserted  the  adequacy  to  this  purpose  of 
the  naval  force  which  wC'Uow  possess.  This  is, 
indeed,  a  diSerent  view  of  the  subject  from  that 
which  was  taken  ^by  his  honorable  colleague.  We 
were  told  but  yesterday,  that  the  undivided  exer- 
tions of  the  United  States  could  not  give  them  a 
navy  large  enough  to  be  useful.  To-day  the  fire 
frigates  which  we  have  in  commission  are  thought 
sufficient,  if  properly  employed,  to  redress  all  our 
injuria.  The  death  of  Pierce  might  have  been 
revenged,  and  \the  disgrace  of  the  Chesapeake 
obliterated,  if  these  five  frigates  had  been  sent  a 
cruising.  We  did  not  want  ibrce^  but  spirit .%% 
employ  it.  Can  it  be  necessary  gravely  to  answer 
these  assertions  ?  May  I  not  trust  their  confuta- 
tion to  that  general  Jcnowledge  of  the  subjeai 
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whieb  ewer  J  member  of  the'  House  potse^ses? 
Mast  we  iaqaire  what  number  of  Britisb  vessels 
have  been  lateljr  stationed  near  our.  coast,  or  what 
greater  number  it  is  in  the  power  of  England  to 
station  there?  My  honorable  friend  frpm  Penn- 
svlvania  has  produced  a  paper  (not  exactly  for 
this  purjpose)  which  he  will  allow  me  to  make 
use  of.  It  states  that,  in  July.  iSll,  the  English 
had  at  Halifax,  Newfoundland,  &c,  three  ships- 
of^the-line,  one  fif(y-g«o  ship,  and  five  frigates — 
in  the  West  Indies,  two  ships-of>the-line,one  fifty- 
|;«in  ship,  and  nineteen  frigates.  I  shall  say  notji- 
iBg  of  their  smaller  vessels;  but  a  few  weeks 
would  have  sufficed  to  have  brought  these  thirty- 
one  ships  of  war  to  any  part  of  our  coast  which 
England  might  haveebosen  toanno^^  Now,  does 
the  gentleman  from  Kentuelty  mean  to  say  that 
our  five  frigates  were  competent  to  the  attack  of 
such  a  force  as  this?  He  does  not  say  this,  but 
he  does  a»y  that  our  cbasts  afe  to  be  protected, 
and  the  vessels  of  our  enemies  driven .  beyond 
the  Qulf  Stream.  How?  Not  by  our  present 
force.  What  other  mode,  then,  would  he  em- 
ploy ?  We  have  tko  unreasonable  partiality  for  a 
navy.  We  indeed,  wished  to  possess  one,  because 
we  thoufi^ht  that  it  furnished  the  most  natural  and 
praetieable  method  of  defending  those  seas  wbiob 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  himself  determined  to 
defend.  Our  means  he  will  not  adopt.  Let  him 
tell  us,  then,  what  other  method  he  would  resort 
to.  Let  him  explain  his  psojeot.  We  will  lit> 
ten  to  it  with  the  anxious  wish  that  it  may  ofier 
some  better  instruments  than  ships  for  maritime 
defence. 

I  cannot  suppose  that  the  canal,  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  formed  a  part  of  ihis  project.  It  would 
not  drive  the  enemy  beyond  the  Gulf  Stream.  It 
would  not  protect  our  seamen  in  their  employ? 
meote.  It  would  not  give  them  employment; 
But.  does  the  gentleman  believe  that,  m  respect 
to  tue  ffeneral  interests  of  the  country,  this  canal 
with  all  its  apparatus,  its  towing-paths  and  mules, 
would  be  a  fit  substitute  for  the  sea,  which  brings 
our  most  distant  ports  into  one  -neighborhood  ?  A 
conversation  with  any  merchant  of  Boston  or 
New  York  would  abate,  I  believe,  the  confidence 
even  of  its  author,  in  the  utility  of  his  substitute. 

But,  although  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  determined  to  defend  commeice  by 
some  method  which  b«  will  not  fully  disclose,  his 
arguments,  like  those  of  my  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  appeared  designed  to  show 
that  commerce  was  not  worth  defending.  After 
the  full  discussion  of  this  subject,,  produced  by 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  ForeigUr  Rela- 
tions, and  the  debates,  at  every  stage  of  the  bill 
for  raising  an  additional  army,  the  House  miff  ht 
have  supposed  that  this  question  was  at  last  uis* 
missed. ,  I  hope^  however,  to  be  excused  for  re- 
marking that  both  these  gentlemen  have  consid- 
ered the  profits  of  commerce  as  confined  to  the 
merchant.  They  have  forgotten,  that  commerce 
implies  an  excbiange  of  commodities,  in  which 
.the  merchant  is  only  an  intermediate  agent.  He 
derives,  indeed,  a  profit  from  the  transaction— 
bi^t  so  must  the  seller  and.  the  buyer,  the  grower 


and  the  consumer,  or  they  would  not  engage  in 
it.  So  must  all  those  who  are  supported  by  their 
.own  industry  in  commercial  cities — the  clerk,  the 
artisan,  the  common  laborer.  But  my  honorable 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  says  that  Mr.  Pitt  esti- 
mated the  profits  of  commerce  in  England  at 
only  twelve  millions  for  a  year,  in  which  the 
naval  expense  was  fourteen  or  sixteen  millions. 
I  suppose  this  estimate  to  have  been  made  in  re- 
lation to  the  Income  tax,  and  it  obviously  must 
have  referred  only  to  the  profits  of  merchants. 
The  profits  of  merchants  may  be  computed,  but 
no  sober  financier  would  attempt  to  compute  the 
entire  profits  of  commerce.  If  it  be  desirable  to 
form,  not,  indeed,  an  estimate,  but  some  concep- 
tion of  its  importance,  let^my  honorable  friend 
compute  the  value  of  New  York,  where  a  few 
square  feet  of  land  are  an  estate,  and  then  com- 
pare it  with  the  value  of  the  same  extent  of 
ground  for  the  purposes  of  the  plough.  But,  is  it 
in  this  nation,  and  at  this  time,  that  it  can  be  sup- 
posed that  the  profits,  of  commerce  are  confined 
to  the  merchant  ?  Your  trade  was,  a  few  years 
ago,  unrestrained  and  flourishing— did  it  not  enrich 
the  most  distant  parts  of  your  country?  It  has 
sihce  been  plundered  and  confined.  Does  not  the 
industry  of  the  country  languish?  .  Is  not  the  in- 
come of  every  nlan  impaired  ?  If  commerce  were 
destroyed,  the  mercantile  class,  indeed,  could  ex- 
ist no  longer ;  but  the  merchant,  the  rich  capital- 
ist, at  least,  would  individually  suffer  less  than 
any  other  part  of  the  community,  because,  while 
their  property  would  become  unproductive,  the 
value,  of  money  would  rise  rather  than  fall. 

The  value  of  commerce,  then,  has  been  strange- 
'ly  misuiuierstood  by  these  gentlemen,  who  sup- 
pose that  they  have  calculated  it  so  very  aecu- 
tate.ly.  But,  whatever  may  be  iu  value,  you 
have  already  determined  to  defend  it.  Consider- 
ations of, expense  are  not,  indeed,  to  be  nefflected. 
We  mubt  employ,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war^^ 
the  cheapest  and  most  efircacious  instruments  of 
hostility  which  we  can  obuin.  But  the  argu- 
ments of  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  are,  almost  all  of  them,  directed  against  the 
war  rather  than  the  Navy.  It  would  be  absurd, 
say  they,  to  protect  commerce  by  a  navy,  which 
should  cost  more  than  that  commerce  is  worth. 
It  must  yet  be  more  absurd,  then,  to  protect  it  by 
an  Army^  which  costs  mucn  more  than  the  Navy. 
Iir  the  comparison  of  the  expenses  and  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  an  army  and  navy,  instituted  by  my  col- 
leaguci  there  is  nothing  invidiou^s.  The  Army  is 
acknowledged  to  be  necessary.  It  has  had  our 
votea.  But,  from  the  acknowledged  propriety  of  J 
raising  the  Army,  was  iairly  inferred  the  propri- 
ety of  employing  a  navy,  if  it  should  be  proved  to 
be  less  expensive  in  proportion  to  its  probable  ef- 
ficacy. War,  and  all  its  operations  and  all  its 
instrunx^nts,  must  be  expensive.  It  is  difficult  to 
determine  upon  the  expediency  of  employing  any 
of  these  instruments,  except  by  comparing  it  with 
some  other.  To  compute  the  result  of  this  com- 
parison, the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  must  show,  not  that  it  is  more  expensive  to 
maintain  a  navy  than  to  be  without  one — not  that 
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it  is  more  expensiTe  to  go  to  war  than  to  remain 
at  peace,  (these  propositions  they,  perhaps,  hare 
proved,)  but  that  the  objects  proposed  to  be  at-, 
tained  by  the  Na?y  may  be  better  or  more  cheap- 
ly attained  in  some  other  way.  My  honorable 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  then,  in  aetermining 
not  to  follow  my  colleagae  in  the  investigation  of 
the  eamparative  expense  of  different  kinds  of 
force,  must  have  determined  to  avoid  the  best, 
and,  indeed,  the  only  method  of  examination 
from  which  a  just  conclusion  could  be  deduced. 

But  the  gentleman  from.  Kentucky  employed 
an  argument  or  an  assertion,  which  I  know  not 
how  to  answer,  because  I  know  not  whether  I 
correctly'understood  it.  A  navy,  says  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  cannot  protect  commerce.  It 
never  has  protected  it.  Why  he  should  suppose 
that  it  cannot,  I  am  unable  to  conjecture.  T^t 
it  has  not,  is  a  strange  assertion  in  a  War  in  which 
the  merchant  ships  of  one  belligerent  are  spread 
over  every  sea,  and  month  after  naonth'  passes 
away  without  our  hearing  of  a  capture  by  the 
other.  But,  can  the  honorable  gebtleVnan  mean 
that,  if  England  were  without  a  navy,  her  Ves- 
sels would  be  as  safe  from  capture  as  they  now 
are?  Would  the  price  of  insurance  be  exactly 
the  same  ?  Would  the  French  fleets  pass  as  much 
of  their  time  in  port  ? 

Mr.  JoBNsoH^xplain^d.  He  had  not  said  that 
a  navy  could  not  protect  commerce,  but  that  it 
was  usually  employed  rather  as  an  instrument  of 
power  than  of  defence. 

Mr.  LowNOES  continued.  Then  the  objection , 
to  a  navy  is,  that  it  gives  indeed  a  power  which 
may  be  used  for  the  best  purposes  of  bur  natronai 
association,  but  which  may  also  be  abased.  Is  not 
this  the  nature  of  all  national  power  ?  The  secu- 
rity against  that  ambition  in  our  rulers  which 
would  mvolve  their  C09ntry  in  wanton  war,  must 
be  derived  from  the  strenj^h  of  the  Constitution, 
and  not  from  the  weakness  of  the  nation.  The 
interest  of  the  people  can  never  be  promoted  by 
unneisessary  wars,  and  the  frequency  of  our  elec- 
tions will  not  allow  that  interest  to  be  long  ne- 
glected. It  would  hardly  be  wise,  then,  to  reader 
the  country  weak  by  way  of  preventing  it  frbm 
becoming  ambiiious  and  tjrrannical. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  how- 
ever, who  spoke  yesterday,  offered  objections  to  a 
navy,  which,  if  they  were  well  founded,  would 
supersede  all  further  reasoning  and  calculation. 
He  opposes  a  navy  now— he  will  oppose  it  for- 
ever. It  would  produce  no  possible  good  and  all 
possible  evil.  It  would  infallibly  destroy  the  Con- 
stitution. Will  the  honorable  gentleman  tell  us 
why?  how  ?  He  sees  the  danger  clearly  ?  Will 
be  explain  it  ?  An  ambitious  Uenieral  might  cor- 
rupt his  army,  and  seize  the  Capitol— but  will  an 
Admiral  reduce  us  to  subjection  by  bringing  his 
ships  up  the  Potomac?  The  strongest  recom- 
mendation of  a  navy  in  free  Govern ments  has 
hitherto  been  supposed  to  be  that  it  was  capable 
of  defending  but  not  of  enslaving  its  country. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  discovered  that 
this  is  a  vulgar  error.  A  navy  is  really  much 
more  dangerous  than  an  army  to  poUie  liberty.  I 


He  voted  for  the  army  and  expressed  no  fears  for 
the  Constitution.  But  a  npivy  would  infallibljr 
terminate  in  aristocracy  and  monarchy.  All  this 
may  be  tery  true.  But  are  we  unreasonable  in 
expecting,  before  we  give  up  the  old  opinion,  to 
hear  some  argument  in  favor  of  the  new  one  ? 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  asserted  his  propo- 
sitions very  distinctly.  We  complain  only  that 
he  has  not  proved  them. 

Yet  there  isia  view  in  which  this  question  of  a 
navy  is,  indeed,  closely  connected  with  the  Con- 
stitution. That  Constitution  was  formed  by  the 
union  of  independent  States, -that  the  strength  of 
the  whole  mjght  be  employed  for  the  protection 
of  every  part.  The  States  were  not  ignorant  of 
the  value  of  those  rights  which  they  surrendered 
to  the  General  Oovetnmenl)  but  they  expected  a 
compensation  for  their  relinquishmeat  in  the  iS' 
(Treased  power  which  would  be  employed  for  their 
defenoe^  Suppose  this  expectation  disappointed 
-'-'SQppose  the  harbor  of  New  York  blockaded  by 
two  seventy-fours  ?  The  commerce  of  thfit  city, 
which  exists  only  by  commerce,  destroyed  ?  The 
protection  of  the  General  Government  claimed? 
Your  whole  navy  could  not  drive  these  Bnglish 
sifventy-fours  frOan  their  station.  Would  the 
brave  and  enterprising- people  of  New  York  eon- 
sent  to  see  their  capital  emptied  of  its  inhabit- 
ants, and  their  whole  country  beggared  byaoeon* 
temptible  a  force  ?  Their  own  exertions  would 
raise  a  fleet  which  would  driveoff  the  enemy  and 
restore  their  city  to  its  owners.    But^  when  a  sta- 

Sle  State  shall  find  herself  able  to  raise  a  greater 
eet  than  the  Greneral  Government  can  or  will 
employ  for  her  defence,  can  it  be  expected  that 
she  shall  consider  that  Government  as  esaenttal 
to  her  safoty— as  entitled  to  her  obedience  ?  I 
repeat  that  the  Federal  Constitution  was  instito^ 
ted  by  the  States,  that  the  strength  of  the  whole 
mi^ht  be  combined  for  the  protection  of  any  part 
which  should  be  attacked.  Bat  what  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  defence  which  one  of  our  large  States 
may  be  supposed  interested  to  obtain  from  the 
General  Government?  Is  it  a  land  force?  We 
can  scarcely  expect  an  attack  on  land,  to  repel 
which  the  militia  of  New  York  or  Massachusetu 
would  be  unequal.  .  Were  either  of  these  Stiktea 
attacked,  the  General  Government  would  pro- 
tect her  by  ordering  out  her  own  militia.  To 
render  the  Union  permanent,  you  must  render  it 
the  interest  of  all  the  States,  the  large  as  well  aa 
the  small,  to  maintain  it;  you  must  show  them 
that  it  will  provide,  not  an  army  which  they  can 
have  without  it,  but  what  without  it  they  cannot 
have— <«n  adequate  navy. 

The  honorable  gentleman  who  anticipates  the 
destruction  of  the  Constitution,  unless  we  shall 
neglect  one  of  the  great  interests  which  it  waa 
intended  to  protect,  considers  the  English  Ordera 
in  Council  as  leaving  our  institutions  firm  and 
untouched.  Regulations,  the  effect  of  which  is  to 
give  to  a  foreign  Power  toe  complete  disposition 
of  the  property  of  a  large  class  or  our  people,  are 
it  seems  m  their  political  result  innocent.  Ai- 
thottgh -every  citizen  who  has  property  oli  the 
ocean  become  dependent  on  the  Bagksh  Mloiatry , 
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become  their  sabi^t,  oar  liberty  aDdiodependentfe 
are  (we  are  told)  unimpfiired.  But  let  a  oarybe 
raised — let  the,  Gorevninent  which  expects  obe- 
dience provide  protection,  and  the  ConstitQtion 
perishes  ! 

But  we  have  been  referred  par ticularlv  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Pennsylvania  to  tne  expe- 
rience of  the  world,  as  having  already  decided 
the  question  which  we  are,  now  discussing.  It 
seems  that  Venice  and  Genoa,  and  every  other 
nava^  Power  which  can  be  named,  have  all  fur- 
nished abundant  proof  of  the  ruinohs  effects  which 
such  a  force  is  calculated  to  produce.  Sir,  the 
assertion  is  new.  I  do  not  pretend  to  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  histories  of  those  nations, 
but  i  have  hitherto  believed  that  the  first  great 
shock  which  the  power  of  Venice  received,  was 
given  by  the  League  of  Cambray^— a  lea^e  form- 
ed to  repress  her  ambition,  not  of  maritime,  but 
of  territorial  aggrandizement.  But,  whilst  Ven- 
ice has  lost  her  mdependence,  after  maintaining 
it  for  five  or  six  centuries,  may  I  ask  my  honora- 
ble friend  whether  the  States  of  Italy,  which  were ' 
never  oppressed  by  fleets,  had  enjoyed  a  longer 
term  of  prosperity  and  freedom  ?  As  to  Qenoa — 
her  naval  power,  her  independehee  and  grory, 
rose  and  sunk  with  the  same  man-!-Doria.  But 
Holland,  says  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, Af- 
fords an  example  of  a  nation,  whose  commerce 
flourished  greatly  before  it  had  a  navy,  and  de- 
cayed while  her  navy  continued  powerful.  If 
there  ever  were  a  people,*  whose  naval  power  has 
been  employed  to  protect  and  almost  to  create 
their  commerce,  it  is  the  Dutch.  They  fought 
their  way  at  the  same  time  to  trade  in  the  East 
Indies  and  America,  and  to  national  independence 
in  Europe.  The  decay  of  their  trade  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
other  nations ;  to  tb^  navigation  act  of  England ; 
and  the  similar  measures  adopted  by  other  Pow- 
ers. As  to  France — the  period  of  her  greatest 
financial  prosperity  probably  coincided  with  that 
of  her  greatest  naval  power ;  both  were  due  to 
the  administration  of  Colbert.  But  the  evils  of 
a  navy  (gentlemen  tell  us)  have  been  concentra- 
ted in  the  case  of  Borland.  With  all  her  fleets 
she  is  destined  soon  to  lose  her  independence.  The 
expense  of  those  fleets  has  crushed  the  industry 
of  her  subjects,  and  must  soon  reduce  her  to  na- 
tional bankruptcv.  Let  us  suppose  that  these 
gentlemen,  who  have  been  lo  much  mistaken  in 
regard  to  the  past,  may  be  more  accurate  in  their 
narrative  of  the  future.  Still  England  will  have 
owed  to  her  fleets  her  redemption  from  invasion 
for  ages  past.  While  every  other  considerable 
na^on  of  unrope  has  been  bankrupt  over  aiid  over 
again,  she  is  not  yet  baiikrupt.  While  nearly 
every  other  Ooveniment  of  Europe  has  been  over- 
set, hers  yet  rides  out  the  storm.  Should  Bog- 
land  fall  to-morrow,  it  should  seem  impossible  to 
deny  that  her  navy  will  have  prolonged  her  inde- 
pendence for  at  least  two  centuries. 

But  it  is  said  that  our  resources  do^  not  enable 
ne  to  maiouin  a  navy  powerful  enough  to  be  of 
aay  advantage  in  a  war  with  Borland.  I  feel  no 
diiftotitioii,  sir,  to  disguise  the  difficnltiet  of  the 


question.  The  proposition  of  my  honorable  col- 
league was,  that  the  resources  of  the  nation  are 
suracient  to  enable  it  to  support  a  naval  force  by 
which,  in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  we  may 
reasonably  expect  to  niaintain  a  superiority  in  the 
American  seas.  In  this  opinion  1  fully  concur. 
I  believe  that  the  smaller  force  which  has  been 
mentioned  (twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty 
frigates)  would  probably  be  adequate  to  this  ob- 
ject. But,  before  I  say  anything  of  its  adequacy, 
I  must  notice  the  calculations  by  which  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Pennsylvania  has  attempted 
to  show  that-such  a  fleet  cannot  be  supported.  My 
honorable  friend  stated,  with  unquestionable  ac- 
curacy, the  present  expense  of  our  navy,  accord- 
ing to  the  Secretary's  estimate.  He  divided  this 
sum  by  the  number  of  guns,  an,d  applied  this  rate 
of  expense  to  the  estimate  of  a  fleet  of  seventy* 
fours  and  frigates.  I  have  not  attempted  to  io 
through  his  calculations.  But,  if  the  figurin|^  be 
riffht,  the  unswer  must  be  wrong.  The  principle 
of  the  calculation  is  erroneous.  A  gun  in  a  gun- 
boat is  supposed  by  the  Secretary  to  cost  about 
$12,000  a  year,  io  a  frigate  about  94,000.  This 
m^y  not  be  the  true  expense,  but  there  seems  no 
reason  to  doubt  its  being  pretty  nearly  the  pro- 
portional expense.  If  therefore  we  compute  the 
expense  of  a  fleet  of  frigates  from  that  of  a  fleet  of 
gunboats,  the  estimate  would  very  evidently  be 
three  times  as  great  as  the  real  expense.  [Mr. 
Sbybert  explained.  His  calcuUtions  had  not 
been  foundea  qn  the  expense  of  a  fleet  of  gun- 
boats, but  on  the  Secretary's  estimate  for  the  ex- 
pense of  the  present  year,  which  provides  for  keep- 
mg  in  service  only  sixty-three  gunboats.] 

I  never  hear  my  honorable  friend,  sir,  without 
pleasure ;  but  I  have  certainly  heard  him  without 
conviction.  He  has  mistaken  the  answer  which 
has  been  given  to  his  calculations.  It  is  this — an 
estimate  of  the  expenses  of  frigates  foimded  on 
the  expense  of  ffun boats,  would  be  wrong;. be- 
cause a  gun  in  the  one  costs  three  times  as  much 
as  in  the  other.  An  estimate  therefore  of  the 
expense  of  a  fleet  consisting  entirely  of  frigates, 
or  larger  vessels,  founded  on  the  expense  of  a  fleet 
composed  partly  of  frigates  and  partly  of  gun- 
boats, must  also  be  wrong.  If  the  number  of 
gunboats  be  very  ^mall,  and  their  expense  in 
proportion  to  that  of  the  lander  vessels  trifling, 
the  error  in  the  calculation  wul  be  unimportant. 
But  unluckily  this  is  not  the  case  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  m^  honorable  friei^d.  The  expense  of  the 
gunboats  in  the  estimate  alluded  to  is  one-third  of 
the  expense  of  the  whole  Naval  Establishment. 

My  honorable  colleague  hfs  calculated  the  ex* 
pense  of  building  and  maintaining  a  navy  of  13 
ships-of-theline  and  20  frigates,  and  has  explain- 
ed the  principles  on  which  his  calculations  have 
been  foundea.  The  estimate  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania  can  hardly  be  considered,  after 
the  error  which  has  been  remarked,  as  impugning 
those  calculations.  I  have  not  myself  attempted 
to  estimate  the  probable  expense  of  maintaining 
12  ships-of-the-hne  and  20  irigates  with  any  pre- 
cision, but  I  cannot  doubt  the  fairness  of  the  rule 
which  deduces  it  from  the  expense  of  such  a  foret 
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to  England.  This  is  the  rule  which  I  understood 
my  colleague  to  have  employed.  It  has  not  been 
disputed  in  debate ;  it  has  been  in  conversatioti. 
Many  gentleman  have  objected  to  an  estimate  of 
the  expenses  of  a  navy  durjng  war,  in  which  (as 
they  suppose)  no  allowance  is  made  for  the  pecu- 
liar expenses  which  war  involves.  To  have  all 
our  ships  safe  at  the  end  of  the  contest  is  observed 
to  be  rather  a  sanguine  expectation.  But  if  the 
rate  of  expense  in  the  estiniate  of  my  colleague 
were  deduced  from  the  rate  of  English  expense 
during  war,  these  objections  must  be  altogether 
groundless.  Now,  it  was  deduced  ffom  the  ex- 
pense which  is  found  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
English  Navy  in  a  state  of  unimpaired  strength 
during  war.  The  English  expense,  from  which 
it  was  inferred,  included  the  charge  of  docks  and 
Davy*yards,  of  the  repair  of  old  ships'  and  of  the 
building  of  new  ones.  It  included  pensions  to 
their  omcers,  and  even  the  support  of  the  prison- 
ers taken  from  their  enemies.  I  have  on  my  table 
a  detailed  account  of  the  English  naval  expendi- 
ture forayearof  the  last  war.  The  whole  amount 
was  about  twelve  millions  and  a  half,  and  of  this 
sum  fully  four  railfions  and  a  half  were  applied 
to  what  may  be  considered  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  navy.  Now.  is  there  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  contingeiit  expenses  of  our  navy 
would  be  greater  in  proportion  to  its  force  than 
this  ?  And  if  not  greater,  has  not  an  allowance 
been  made,  for  the  capture  of  some  of  bur  ships, 
or  in  other  words  for  the  building  of  new  ones  ? 
It  is  true,  that  from  the  superiority  of  English 
sailors  to  their  present  enemies,  England  loses 
little  by  capture,  and,  it  may  be  supposed,  that 
from  the  greater  frequency  and  severity-  of  our 
conflicts  when  we  shall  be  engaged  in  war  against 
her,  our  contingent  expanses  may  be  greater  in 

g'oportion  to  the  number  of  our  ships  ^^u  hers, 
ut  there  are  many  expenses  to  which  she  is« ne- 
cessarily subject,  from  which  we  shall  beexempt. 
I  will  instance  that  resulting  from  blockading 
,  squadrons,  and  that  from  repairs  in  Qolonial  and 
foreign  ports^  These  can  appear  inecfnsiderable 
to  np  man  who  has  given  his  attention  in  any  de- 
gree to  the  subject.  Naval  men  L  believe  would 
not  contradict  me,  if  I  were  to  state  the  expense 
of  a  ship  employed  in  a  strict  blockade,  and  parti- 
cularly during  the  winter  months,  as  fully  double 
that  of  a  ship  engaged  in  ordinary  service.  In 
fact,  England  finds  the  expense  too  great  for  her 
finances,  and  has  been  obliged,  in  some  measure, 
to  give  up  the  practice.  The  other  article  of  ex- 
penditure to  wtiich  I  have  referred,  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  estimate  with  any  precision.  It  iaust, 
however,  be  obvious,  lo  every  ratan.  thiat  the  ships 
of  war  of  England  must  frequently  be  repaired 
and  refitted  in  distant  countries.  In  these  the 
roost  scrupulous  fidelity  and  economy  on  the  part 
of  her  officers  cannot  prevent  the  expense  from 
being  frequently  extravagant.  The  most  saluta- 
ry regulations  and  most  providenUnstructions  on 
the  part  of  the  Administration  at  home  cannot 
prevent  her  officers  from  being  sometimes  careless 
and  fraudulent.  I  recollect  an  instance  of  the  enor- 
mous expense  involved  in  the  distant  services  re- 


quired frob  th^  British  Navy,  which  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  state  with  accuracy,  but  in  which  I  hope 
not  to  be  substantially  wrong.  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham  (a  distinguished  officer  in  the  English  Na- 
vy) had  under  his  command  in  the  last  war  two 
or  three  frigates  in  this  East  Indies.  They  had 
left  England  in  good  condition,  and  their  repairs 
for  two  Of  three  years,  and  the  supply  of  the  dif^ 
ferent  articles  of  equipment  which  they  oeca&ion- 
ally  required,  exceeded,  I  believe,  the  prime  cost 
of  the  vessels  themselves.  These  two  items  of 
expendbture,  blockading  squadrons,  and  repairs  in 
distant  bountcies  (to  neither  of  which  an  Ameri- 
can Navy  would  be  liable)  will  be  acknowled|^, 
I  think,  to  justify  the  conclusion,  that  the  conttn- 
gent  expenses  .of  thd  English  Navy  must  be  as 
great  in  proportion  to  its  force  as  ours  would  be 
in  war^and  therefore  that  the  rule  employed  in 
the  calculations  of  mv  colleague  was  correct. 

But  our  resources  for  the  equipment  of  a  navy 
appear  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
sicie,  as  deficient  in  respect, to  men  and  money. 
Sailors  in  this  country  cannot  be  obtained  in  suf* 
ficient  numbers  without  impressment.  It  is  not 
necessary,  sir,  to  inquire  whether  for  the  defence 
of  their  peculiar  rights  the  services  of  a  marine 
militia  may  not  be  required.  There  is  no  reason 
to, doubt  our  being  able  to  procure  the  voluntary 
services  of  our  seam^.  If  we  shall  at  any  time 
be  engaged  in  a  war  (like  that  with  France  in 
1798)  which  shall  leave  the  greater  part  of  our 
trade  unafieoted,  the  wages  of  sailors  will,  indeed, 
be  high,  but  the  number  required  will  be  small 
and  the  Gorernment  can  afford  high  wages.  In 
a  w^r  of  a  different  character — against  a  nation 
powerful  at  sea — your  sailors  will  oe  thrown  out 
of  employment  and  their  wages  will  be  necessari* 
ly  low.  But  g:entlemen  object  to  this  reasoning 
on  the  supposition  that  in  such  a  case  our  sailors 
would  all  engage  in  privateers.  The  notion  that 
in  any  war'  there  will  be  a  demand  in  this  coun- 
try for  more  than  thirty  thousand  sailors  for  pri- 
vateers is  sorely  an  extravagant  one.  But  it  has 
been  shown  by  my  colleague  that  in  a  war  which 
should  diminish  our  trade  by  one-half,  (and  a  war 
requiring  any  great  naval  exertion' would  neces- 
sarily do  this,)  thirty  or  forty  thousand  seamen 
may  be  employed  in  privateers,  and  a  sufficient 
number  would  remain  for  your  public  ship.  Bat 
are  not  your  privateers  as  much  a  part  oi  the  na- 
zal force  of  the  nation  as  your  ships  of  war  ?  It 
has  been  said,  indeed,  that  they  are  the  more  use* 
ful  part.  Now,  if  the  Qovemment should  believe 
(what  neither  sober  reflection  nor  the  experience 
of  other  nations  can  permit  it  to  doubt)  that  this 
part  of  your  force  cannot  l^  in  any  great  d^ree 
serviceable  unless  supported  by  a  fleetr^then  sure- 
ly  a  limitation  to  its  extent,  which  would  be  ne- 
cessary even  to  the  interest  of  its  owners,  cannot 
fairly  be  objected  to.  The  law  just  passed  for 
raising  twenty-five  thousand  men^  provides,  I 
think,  for  only  one  regiment  of  cavalry.  Now,  it 
is  very  possible  that  a  much  larger  proportion  of 
the  twenty^five  thousand  men  than  can  beaceooi- 
modated  in  this  reeiment,  may  choose  to  go  to 
Canada  on  horsebads.    They  mast  be  disappoint- 
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,  ed,  and  eiiber  not  ga  into  the  army  at  all,,  or  go 
,  into  the  service  which  they  least  desire.  No  man 
,  has  hitherto  denounced  the  act  as  on  this  account 
I  tyrannical  and  oppressive.  Yet  this  case  seems 
,  to  me  a  true  parallel  to  the  other.  In  the  nayal, 
I  as  in  the  military  service,  the  interest  q{  the  coun* 
,  try  requires  the  employment  of  different  sorts  of 
I  foVce  ;  and  the  object  may  be  attained  with  equal 
fairness  in  both  services  by  limiting  the  amount 
of  the  favorite  force. 

But  why  should  we  speculate  loosely  on  a  sub- 
ject on  which  we  have  already  bad  sonle  experi- 
ence?  We  have  now,  I  believe,  as  many  seamen 
as  soldiers  in  our  service.  Have  we  foiind  more 
difficulty  in  procuring  them?  •  An  addition  to  the 
army  has  become  .necessary ;  and  even  with  the 
unexampled  bounty  which  has  b^een  oflfered,  there 
are  men  who  doubt  whether  the  enlistment  will 
be  very  soon  completed.  '  Without  any  bounty,  I 
have  been  informed,  that  the  number  of  seam^en 
in  our  service  may  be  greatly  increased.  Is  this 
not  a  practical  decision  of  the  question  ?  An  ap- 
nlicatton  to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the 
Navy,  will;  I  am  sure,  confirm  it. 

But  the  great  difficulty  in  the  subject  before 
|he  Committee,  consists  in  the  question  as  to  the 
adequacy  of  the  force  which  has  been  n^eotioned. 
I  have  said  that  I  believe  (with  my  colleague,) 
that  in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  twelve  seven- 
ty-fours and  twenty  frigates  may  reasonably  be 
,        expected  to  give  us  the  command  of  the  Ameri- 
can seas.    I  do  not  mean  that  they  would  prevent* 
I         English  vessels  from  ever  appearing  off  our  coast ; 
,        but^they  would  prevent  their  njaintaining  a  perma- 
nent station  there-— ithey  could  prevent  their  block- 
I        ading  our  harbors.    What  force  must  England 
maintain  in  order  to  blockade  ports  on  this  side 
the  Atlantic  ?    It  has  been  said  a  fprc€  n\  least 
triple   that  which  is  blockaded.    This  opinion 
(which  is  supported  by  high  professional  authori- 
ty^ has  been  supposed  .to  rest  on  the  necessity  of 
what  may  be  called  a  double  relief  of  vesseU. 
But,  without  expressing  any  opinion  in  regard  to 
this  argument,  it  is.  I  think,  sufficiently  clear 
without  it,  that  England,  in  order  to  blockade  our 
fleet,  must  maintain  three  ships  foR  one.    The  ac- 
cidents to  which  a  blockading  squadron  on  our 
coast  must  be  always  liable — the  probability  of  its 
being  scattered — of  one  of  its  vessels  being  dis- 
masted, and  obliged  to  go  for  repair  to  some  dis- 
tant port,  would  render  it  not  only  dangerous,  but 
desperate,  to  attempt  a  blockade  with  equal  num-^ 
^         bers ;  because  equality  would  soon  cease.    It  is 
,         not  to  be  presumed,  that  England  would  attempt 
to  blockade  twelve  ships-of-the-line  in  American 
port^  by  fewer  than  eighteen  of  her  ships.    Now, 
^         these  vessels  could  not  remain  at  sea  forever — 
they  nnust  be  relieved — they  mqst  be  repaired. 
I         For  this  purpose  (without  considering  the  neces- 
^         siiy  of  victualling  and  watering,)  eighteen  other 
I         ships  would  be  indispensable.    Thirty-six  ships- 
of-the-line,  then,  would  be.  necessary  in  order  to 

S've  England  the  command  of  the  American  seas^ 
ould  she  spare  these  ? 
I  To  show  that  she  could  not,  my  colleague  has 

mentioned  the  stations  occupied  by  her  squadrons^ 


and  has  asked,  which  of  these  could  be  prudently 
weakened?  The  conclusion  which  he  has  drawn 
from  this  induction  is  confirmed  by  the  history  of 
the  naval  actions  of  the  present  and  last  war.  In 
Lord  Howe's  victory,  in  Lord  St.  Vincent's,Jn 
the  tattle  of  the  Nile,  of  Camperdown,  of  Trafal- 
gar— in  all  these  the  English  torce  was  inferior  to 
that  of  their  enemy.  Battles,  on  the  issue  of 
which  depended  the  possession  of  a  most  import- 
ant province — the  dominion,  perhaps,  of  the. sea — 
the  safety  of  the  State,  ha^ve  been  intrusted  to 
fifteen  and  twenty  ships.  In  the  battle  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  the  disparity  was  fifteen  to  twenty- 
seven.  Why,  in  these  important  actions,  did  Eng- 
land suffer  her  fleets  to  be  outnumbered?  Do  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  aide  suppose  that  it  was  trom  . 
a  spirit  of  chivalry — from  a  romantic  valor  that 
disdained  to  calculate  the  number  of  its  enemies? 
They  do  the  English  Admiralty  great  injustice. 
The  inferiority  was  the  result  of  necessity,  not 
choit».  And  if  they  eould  detach  but  thirteen 
ships«of-the-line  to  dispute  the  conquest  of  Egypt, 
it  should  seem  improbable  that  they  can  spare 
thirty>-six  to  dispute  the  command  of  the  Ameri- 
can seas.  At  some  future  time,  however,  some 
»f  th^e  gentlemen  appear  to  think  it  possible  that 
it  may  be  wise  to  build  a  navy.  But  what  are 
the  circumstances  which  can  render  it  wise  to 
huild  one  hereafter,  and  which  do  not  require  it 
now  ?  Shall  we  build  one  when  we  have  all  the 
materials  and  artisans  which  are  necessary  to  its 
construction?  We  have  them  now.  Shall  we 
build  one  when  the  number  of  our  seamen  ena- 
bles us  to  rank  among  the  first  naval  Pdwers  of 
the  world  ?  In  the  number  of  our  seamen  we  are 
now  inferior  only  to  England.  But  perhaps  we 
have  no  occasion  for  a  navy ;  perhafM  we  have 
found,  that  without  one,  our  commerce  is  every- 
where undisturbed,  and  all  the  nations  of  the 
Old  World  friendly  and  just.  There  is  scarcely 
one  which  has  not  plundered  us.  We  have  now 
the  means.  We  now  feet  the  necessity  for  a  na- 
val force ;  the  arguments  by  which  it  is  assailed 
now  may  be  employed  as  well  at  any  future  time 
to  perpetuate  our  dependence  on  the  nations  of 
Europe. 

But  the  command  of  the  American  seas  could 
not,  it  is  said,  if  you  had  it,  secure  your  com- 
inerce.  Your  ships  beyond  the  Gape  of  Glood 
Hope,  in  the  Baltic,  or  the  coast  of  France,  would 
not  be  benefited  by  it.  It  would  secure  your  sea- 
coast  from  being  plundered  or  ravaged.  It  would 
|rive  direct  protection  to  the  coasting  trade,  which 
18  acknowledged  to  be  more  important  than  any 
other.  It  would  indirectly  protect  all  your  trade 
— because  it  would  render  it  the  interest  of  every 
nation  to  respect  the  rights  of  a  people  who  would 
npt  receive  in  war  more  injury  than  they  could 
inflict.    *. 

It  was  said  in  some  former  debate  (I  think  by 
the  Speaker)  that  the  true  motive  for  the  Injuries 
Which  England  has  done  his,  was  her  jealousy  of 
a  commercial  rival.  I  believe  this  to  be  the  gen- 
eral opinion  of  the  Committee.  But  it  is  strange 
that  those  who  entertain  this  opinion  should  ex- 
pect to  otnain  an  honorable  peace  without  any 
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navB  1  exertion.  If  Canada  be  conquered,  (as  tbey 
say  that  in  this  case  it  must  never  be  restored.) 
it  is  not  easy  to  discover  any  strong  inducement 
to  peace  which  England  would  have  in  the  con- 
sideration that  you  had  got  her  colony  and  meant 
to  keep  it.  To  succeed  in  negotiation  with  a  rival 
people,  you  must  cohvince  them  that  they  will 
gain  as  much  as  jrou  by  the  treaty  which  you 
propose.  To  terminate  your  war  with  England 
honorably,  you  must  show  that  she  will  lose  as 
well  as  you  by  its  continuance.  But  when  your 
whole  trade — your  foreig^n  and  your  coasting 
trade,  are  destroyed,  (and  without  a  naval  force  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  must  be,)  what  argument 
would  your  most  dextrous  negotiator  employ  to 
show  that  the  loss  of  England  would  be  equal  to 
your  own  from  the  continuance  of  the  war? 
What  equivalent  would  he  offer  her  for  the  re- 
storation of  that  commerce  which  peace  would 
give  you  ?  What  passion  or  what  interest  on  her 
part  would  he  oppose  to  that  commercial  jealousy 
which  the  war  would  gratify  but  would  not  sa- 
tiate,? 1  know  not ;  but  it  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try be  employed  prudently,  economically,  vigor- 
ously, in  the  acquisition  of  a  naval  force ;  the  com- 
mand of  your  own  seas  obtained ;  our  coasting 
trade  protected ;  the  West  India  trade  of  your  en- 
emies threatened — then,  indeed,  you  may  nego- 
tiate on  equal  term^.  You  may  obtain  respect 
for  your  flag  without  sending  a  nation^  ship  then 
in  every  sea  of  EuVope  and  Asia;  and  will  be  paid 
in  return  for  the  safety  which  peace  with  you 
must  give  to  the  trade  of  England  with  her  colo- 
nies. Your  war  will  then  have  been  honorable ; 
your  peace  will  be  secure. 

Mr.  Law  said :  Being  in  favor  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  1  beg  leave  to  express  my 
sentiments,  and  state  the  reasons  in  support  of 
my  opinion ;  and  the  only  pledge  1  shall  pffer  to 
the  House,  for  th.eir  attention,  is,  that  1  shall  not 
occupy  much  of  their  time. 

This  bill,-sir,  embraces  two  objects — one  re- 
lates to  the  repairs  and  equipment  of  the  ships  of 
the  United  States  now  out  of  service — the  other 
contemplates  the  building  of  ten  additional  fri|^- 
ates,  and  laying  the  foundation  of  a  new  Naval 
Establishment.  The  view  which  I  entertain  of 
this  subject,  does  not  ar^se  from  its  connexion 
with  that  system  which  grows  out  of  what  is 
called  the  present  crisis,  or  putting  the  nation  in 
armor  for  war,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations ;  but  from  a  conviction,  that, 
as  an  abstract  question  or  matter  of  general  policy. 
I  deem  it  for  the  interest  iind-security  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  begin  the  Establishment  of  a  Navy, 
to  be  perpetuated  and  extended  hereafter — and, 
because  1  believe  it  may  be  accomplished,  to  the 
extent  at  present  proposed,  from  the  ordinary 
means  we  ought  to  possess,  without  adding  any 
new  burdens  on  the  citizens.  In  order  to  decide 
whether  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States, 
we  must  examine,  and  see  how  it  is  connected 
with  the  great  and'  essential  interest  of  the  coun- 
try. The  basts  of  our  national  wealth  is  agri- 
culture ;  the  real  substance  of  the  nation  is  drawn 
from  the  earth.    This  arises  from  the  great  and 


e;ctensive  territory  which  we  nossesF,  thinly  set- 
tled, low  in  price,  of  an  excellent  soil,  capable, 
from  its  fertility  and  variety  of  climes,  of  afford- 
ing produce  of  every  kind,  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance. The  surplus  of  all  is  wanted  in  other 
countries,  where  nature  has  been  less  bountiful; 
and  it  must  be  a  great  while  before  the  labor  of 
our  citizens  can  be  diverted  extensively  into  other 
channels— I  mean  manufactures.  This  is  a  condi- 
tion in  which  we  ought  to  rejoice,  for  the  causes, 
which  bind  us  in  this  necessity,  are  those  which 
tend  to  preserve  the  morals^'the  happiness,  and 
the  independence  of  tbe  nation.  And  until  our 
lands  are  taken  up,  and  population  becomes  re- 
dundant, the  basis  of  our  national  wealth  must  be 
the  farming  interest.  Butj  sir,  in  a  country  so 
blessed  by  nature;  where  the  fnhabitanu  have 
the  greatest  stimulus  to  industry,  the  fraits  of 
their  labor  secured  by  just  and  equal  laws;  where 
(he  property  cannot  be  taken  from  the  owner 
v^thout  his  consent,  there  will  be  a  vast  surpliJM, 
beyond  what  the  coiHUmption  of  the  country 
requires,  llence,  commerce  sprinsfs  up  as  the 
daughter  and  handmaid  of  agriculture.  With- 
out commerce,  agriculture  would  languish.  With 
itj  wealth  is  consolidated,  and  industry  promoted. 
It  diffuses  its  benign  influence,  discoverable  in 
the  splendid  and  delightful  improvements,  which 
rejoice  the  eye  of  the  traveller,  throughout  the 
country.  And  it  is  as  unnatural  for  the  farming 
interest  to  oppress  the  commercial,  as  it  is  for  the 
parent  to  abandon  its  offspring.  They  mutually 
cherish  and  support  each  other ;  and,  by  natural 
sympathy,  must  be  affected  by  the  checks  and 
disorders  which  each  may  receive.  But  com- 
merce must  be  protected.  It  cannot  protect  itself 
against  force.  Being  carried  on  abroad  on  the 
ocean,  (for  I  am  speaking  of  foreign  commerce,) 
it  is  subject  to  annoyance,  interruption,  and  haz- 
ard. We  must  pass  the  common  highway  of 
nations  to  get  to  a  market ;  and  in  this  route,  the 
weak  an^  defenceless  must,  and  always  will,  be 
the  sport  and  prey  of  the  strong  and  violent,  whom 
they  may  meet  in  the  way.  .  From  the  wretched 
state  of  those  nations  with  Whom  we  have  inter- 
course^ we,  from  weakness,  must  fall  victims  to 
their  violence.  This  is  an  evil  which  we  shall 
always  experience  as  a  neutral,  coming  in  col- 
lision with  belligerents.  Shall  we  then  abandon 
coi;nmerce,  or  shall  we  strive  to  support  it  ?  It 
will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  country  to  support 
it,  if  possible  ;  for  if  we  abandon  it.  the  evil  will 
recoil  on  the  agricultural  part,  who,  no  longer 
than  foreign  commerce  is  supported,  can  find  a 
vent  for  their  surplus ;  and  without  a  vent  for 
the  surplus,  a  bare  competency  might  be  endan- 

?rered.  Internal  commerce  would  always  fail, 
or  that,  being  but  a  stream  from  foreign  com- 
merce, must  dry  wheii  the  fountain  {tofa  whence 
it  issues  fails.  Enterprise  ceases,  and  langour  and 
poverty  ensue.  It  is  then  for  the  interest  of  the 
nation  to  cherish  commerce.  But  how  can  this 
be  done?  Will  a  navy  have  this  effect?  I  think 
it  will.  Indeed,  if  the  little  Navy  which  was 
commenced  some  years  ago,  had  been  supported 
and  increased  as  it  might  have  been  without  any 
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cliffiooitf,we  might,  and  in  all^probability  shOold, 
liave  avoided  our  present  calamities.  We  are 
now  tba  defenceless  prey  of  both  France  and 
England  ;  deprived  x>(  the  common  rights  of  na- 
tions and  citizens  of  the  world.  Wiil  it  then  be 
Mked^  shall  we  not  go  to  war  and  fight  bar  way  ^ 
1  have  already  recorded  my  negatire  on  the^v** 
tral  qdestions  preparatory  to  t^at  step,  and  I  am 
decidedly  against  going  to  war.  We  hare  not 
the  means  necessary,  and  irtisacqessfoi  r^istance 
wiir  onl)r  Tnake\)ur  condition  worse,  i  verily 
believe,  if  this  nation  bad  fbstered  our  infant 
Navy,  from  the  time  it  w^s  ^mmenced,  and 
bad  not,  by  a  strange  rnfataation,  abandon*^  and 
neglected  u,  it  would  now  have  been  too  infpor- 
lant  to  be  despised,  by  either  France  or  Kng* 
lAnd.  Our  prosperity  would  have  continued. 
Our  strength  wonld  have  been  dreaded,  and  our 
friendship  courted  by  both  nations.  While  thev 
have  been  contending  for,  the  mastery;  we,  with 
such  naval  force  as  w.e  onght  to  have  had,  and  a 
strict  course  lof  neutrality,  mic^bt  have  pursued  a 
lawful  and*  gainful  trade.  We  inicrht  have  bad 
a  perpetual  reve^iue  of  sixteen  minions,  instead 
of  the  pittance  now  received  at  the  Treasury.  I. 
believe,  jthal  with  the  navy  we  might  ka^ve  bad, 
and  a  correct  strict  neutral  course,  there  would 
have  been  neither  Berlin  and  MMan  Orofees, 
nor  Orders  in  Council,  to  annoy  our  lawful  com- 
merce. , '  ^ 

But  it  is  now  too  late  to  retrieve  our  past  mis 
fortunes.  -We  can  only  profit  by  experience,  an>l 
it  will  be  wise  to  gUard  against' the  future.  Let 
us  now  Jay  the  foundation  of  that  force  whi(^ 
can  alone  protect  us  for  time  to*  conre.  It  wilt 
afford  a-  strong  argument  when  we  demand  the 
free  enjoyment  of  our  just  rights.  I  know  it 
cannot  t>ed6ne  in  a  day.  or  a  year.  But  we  may 
begin  to  lay  the  foundation,  and  gradually  pro- 
gress. The  number  of  frigates  contemplated  by 
the  bill  b  moderate,  f  have  i|o  idea  of  building 
a  navy  to  cope  with  Great  Britaid ;  but,  with 
ten  addiuooal  frigates,  it  wonld  afibrd  great  aeou* 
rtty  to  our  coast  and  shores,  Which  are  now  de- 
fienceless;  Particular  ports  and  harbors  may  be 
guarded  by  fortifications,  yet  they  afbhl  but  a 
partial  defenof  for  our  extensi^  seacoast..  With 
the  aid  Of  such  additional  strength  as -the  bUl  pro- 
pels, our  Navy  would  be  too  formidable,  inahe 
way  they  could  be  brought  to  act  at  home  in  de^ 
fence  of  our  own  shores,  not  to  be  regarded  witb 
some  degree  of  terror  byan  invadinv  foe,  who,  to 
assail  us,  must  cross  the'Atkntic,  and  fight  at  odds 
on  our  own  waters.  <  This  force,  whfieh  might  aad 
ought  to  be  increased  gradually  hereafter,  with 
our  fortifications,  and  a  brav^  militia  spread  over 
an  extensive  country,  ready  to  defend  the  soil, 
would,  let  the  state  of  Europe  be  what  it  may, 
forbid  the  approach  of  a  foreign  enemv*  If  We 
continue  ilesiitiite  of  such  means  of  defence,  they 
may  invade  our  coast  without  molestation.  With 
amvy,  though  small,  they  would  approach  with 
diQdence;  and.  our  sec ilrity  from  attack  would 
increase,  from  the  danger  which  would  follow 
from  the  attempt.  We  are  so  situated,  that,  if 
aver  hostilities  exist  between  this  country  and 
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any  other,  the  assault-  mtisC  be  by  sea.  This  is 
the  only  avenue  to^our  territories  which  we  need 
dread.  Our  ,  soil  cannot  be  defended  without 
some  jAaval  force,  and  defence  ^s  all  we  ought  to 
aspire  ta  The  liberty  of  the  aouotry  can  never 
be  endangered  by  this  apecies  of  strength. 

We  ought  i^et,  sii;^  to  look  at  the  present  time 
ooly.  Imagine  what  ogr  condition  may  be  some 
years  hence.  By  nourishing  our  resources,  and 
preserving  our  neutrality,  we  must  grow  to  be  a 
great  pfft>ple,  while  other  nations  are  mouldering 
away,  aiid  whHe  th^  two  mighty  Kingdoms 
which  iM>w  agitate  and  distress  tbe  whole  civil- 
ized world,  nlust,  if  the  confiict  contiirae,  be 
dashed  in  pieces.  This  is  no  vain  imagination. 
Other  nations,  a»  powerful,  and  as  strong,  have 
passed  away.  It  is.  the  course  of  nature.  What 
will  be  tbe  consequences,  which  may  grow  out 
of  that  event  ?  The  fiurepeaa  world  will  then 
present  a  new  order  of  things.  And  .what  will 
guard '  us  from  tbe  rapiu^  and  violence  wbieli 
may- follow  fro^  their  downfaill?  When  those 
nations  shall  be  free  froth  tbe  control  which  now 
confines,  and,  in  some  measure,  restrains  thein, 
pirates,- buccaneers,  and  corsair^,  wiil  cover  tbe 
ocean,  in  pursuit  of  plunder.  Our  very  bays  and 
rivers  may  afford  security  to  freebooters.  We 
shall  be  cursed  and  vexed  witb  their  marauding ; 
apd  may  be  overwhelm^  in  tbe  general  deluge,  in 
consequence  of  neglecting  jto  prepare  the  ark  in 
season. 

'  Or,  -sttppose  FVaoee  conquers  Bagland,  the 
gigantic  monster  will  then  sigh  foE;another  world, 
and  America  is  devoured  by  bj^  cruel  jaws. 

Or,  suppose  Great  Britain  vanquishes  Franee  $ 
if  we  hate  no  force,  to  meet  her  on  her  own  ele- 
ment, will  she  not  treat  us  even  witb  less  form 
.and'  ceremony  than  sbe  now  does?  If  we  now 
la^  the  foundation  of  a  Navy,  which  will  increase 
with  our  strength,  we  may  ward  off  these  evils. 
They  may,  thc^  probably  will,  conie  sooner  or 
later. 

But  it  is  si|id,  if  we  have  a  Navy,  we  shall  be 
tempted  to  go  to  war,  or  be  engaged  in  the  con- 
troversies of  other  nationa;  and  the  example  of 
Tyre  and  Carthage,  and  the  modern  nations  of 
SuFope^  have  been  adduced  in  support  of  tbe  ar* 
gunaent*  Sir',  all,  nations  must  sooner  oi:  later  be 
engaged  in  wars.  This  is  incident  to  all  coun- 
tries. It  cannot  be  avoided.  From  whence  come 
want  7  Not  from  naries)  but  from  other  causes, 
which  ever  will  exist.  Whether  they  have  navies 
Or  not.  And  so  far  from  being  correct  is  the  ar- 
gunwnt  drawn  ffora  this  circumstance,  that,  I 
telieve,  it.  will-be  found  by  the  history  of  ancient 
and  modern  niitions,  that  those  who  were  pro- 
vided with  navies  were  able  the  longest  to  pre- 
serve their  national  existence.  They  would  have 
(alien  much  earlier  without  that  defence.  This 
was  the  ease  ^ with  ancient  Tyre,  Egypt,  Greece, 
Syracuse,  and  Carthage.  They  indeed  fell  in 
their  turn,  and  were  swept  away.  Mortality  is 
stamped  on  nations,  as  well  as  indiriduals*  Look 
at  Holland  and  finglaod,  among  other  modern 
nations.  Is  the  argument  trae  as  to  them?  Hol- 
land, with  her  navy,  was  able  ,many  years,  to  be 
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ODe  of  the  most  powerful  nmiyans.  of  Europe. 
Without  her  marioe  strength,  she  would  have, 
long  since,  beeo  a  mere  provioc^  to  some  of  her 
ambitious  neighbors;  her  navy,  probably,  pre- 
served her  exititetMse  maoy^  years;  Her  bane  was 
communicated  on  land,  and  cannot  be  ascribed  to 
her-  navy.  Take  Great  Bri^in^  the  only  nation 
left— without  her  fleets,  the  island  woiud  now 
probably  be  improved  as  a  garden  for  the  great 
Emperor.  ^ 

I  think  therefore,  the  argument,  drawp  from 
the  history  of  nations,  to  show  that  their  ruin  is 
hastened  by  this  cause,  is  not  warrantad.  Let  us 
then  provide  the  means,  which  may  preserve  us, 
or.  at  least,  not  omit  those  means,  the  neglect  of 
wnich  may  expose  us  to  premature  destruction. 
We  can  expect  neither  juscice  nor  courtesy  from 
nations,  furiher  than  we  can  maintain  it.  Be- 
yond that,  you  demand  in  vain.  ^  Sir,  have  we 
not  the  means  in  our.  power?  No  nation  on 
earth  is  ao  well  supplied  with  materials.  Every 
article  (copper  only  excepted)  necessary  ^r  build- 
ing and  fitting  ships  for  aptioo,  is  the  produce  of 
our  own  country.  No  money  is  sent  abroad  for 
materials.  It  Is  all  within  ourselves..  And.wr 
can  boau  of  as  good  maorkm^  as  any  un  earth. 
But;  it  is  said,  now  is  not  the  time  tp  begin.  1 
think  now  is  the  very  time.  Workmen  are  out 
of  employ,  and  the  services  of  the  best  and  most 
skilful  men  might  be  engaged  at  a  reasonable 
price.  The  nation  would  not  be  impoverished^ 
lor  the  whole  expense  of  bi^ilding  would  still  be 
among  our  own  citizens*  Nothing  goes  from  the 
nation.  Gentlemen  h^ve  alarmed  us  with  the 
expense  of  a  Navy,  and  have  mentioned  the  sum 
annually  expended  by  Great  Britain,  which  is 
said  to  be  equal  to  fourteen  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
amount  of  exports  and  imports  in  that  kingdom-^ 
and  from  that  infer,  that  it  is  a  ol^lcer  which  must 
consume  the. nation.  The  argument,  to  have 
force,  must  suppose  so  much  is  lost  to  the  nation 
atinualtv.  The  fact  is  otherwise.  This  expense 
is  paid  oy  the  nation  to  its  subjects,and  is  stilt 
among  them.  And  is  it  not  a  fact,  that,  wi^  all 
this  cotttin^ued  expense^  she  never  was  richer  on 
more  flourishing  than  at  the  present  time  ? 

I  shall  not  go  into  minute  calculation  as  to  bur 
means.  I  wish  only  to  advert,  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  present  session. 
In  this,  he  states,  that,  with  the  ordinary  revenue, 
such  as  we  have  had,  we  might,  over  and  above 
all  our  expenses  and  debts  as  they  were  when  the 
report  was  made,  have  a  surplus  of  four  millions 
annually,  which  is  more  than  adequate  to  the 
«  objects  proposed  in  the  bill. 

For  these  reasons,  and  othejrs  which  have  been 
offered,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  would  be  for 
the  interest  and  security  of  the  United  States  to 
establish  a  Navy,  to  be  continued  and  augmented 
hereafter,  and  that  w%  have  the  means- within 
ourselves,  without  adding  any  new  burdens  on 
the  cilizedB,  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  tloBERTs  observed^  that  there  appeared  to 
be  a  disposition  in  the  Committee  to  take  the  ques- 
tion on  the  filling  the  blank  in  the  first  section 
without  further  debate.    As  he  could  not  vote 


for  appropriating  $430,000,  for  the  repair  of  the 
vessels  of  war  unfit  for  service,  it  would  perhaps 
be  the  most  proper  time  to  submit  his  opinions. 
I  have  not.  Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  been  a  listless 
hearer  of  tne  very  ingenious  arguments  advanced 
by  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  Report.  He  had 
howiever  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  more  eon- 
firmed  in  his  incUn^iidn  to  vote  against  the  biU, 
from  attentively  vraighing  these  arsuments.  The 
select  committee  in  their  report  (lor  they  .had  re- 
ported specially' as  well  as  by  biU)  have  said, 
with  oracular  confidence,  that  this  country  is  in- 
evitably destined  to  become  a  naval  Power^  He 
had  not,  with  ifaeoa,  become  a  fatalist.  Though 
Ixe  was  disposed  to  claim  a  high  destiny  for  his 
Country,  he  did  «ot  believe  that  destiny  was  yet 
immutably  fixed.  He,  however;  believed  the  qoei- 
tion  now  to  be  decided  must  have  an  influence 
on .  that  destiny,  that  might  at  an  early  d#y,  if 
decided  affirmatively^  obliterate  our  happy  civil 
institutions;  if  ne^tively,  preserve  them  long 
the  best  blessings  ot  posterity.  Gentlemen,  who 
have  advocated  a  navalesiablishment,  havechosen 
to  consider  this  bill  and  report  as  the  furtherance 
of  a  system  already  in  existeaee,  and  that,  how- 
ever short  of  their-  wishes  the  Committee  may  be 
disposed  to  go,  they  stand  prepared  to  view  what- 
ever mi^ht  be  done  to  augment  the  naval  force 
as  an  evidence  pf  assent  to  their  system.  Mr.  R. 
said,  at  one. time  he  had  inclined  to  vote  for  the 
appropriation  of  a  sum  to  equip  such  of  the  ves- 
sels now  out  of  service  as  might  be  found  worthy 
of  refittal.  B^ton  di»cov^it)g  it  would  be  ^n- 
sidered  as  an  acknowledgment  that  a' navy  was 
proper  in  the  sense  it  had  been  brought  into  view 
by  the  committee,  and  doubling  on  better  consid- 
eration tvhether  there  was  not  ^reat  likelihood 
the  n^oney  would  be  worse  applied  in  repairing 
old,  than  in  building  new  vessels,  and  feeling  a 
conviction  that  if  these  veeisels  shnould.  be  deemed 
worthy  of  repair,  ih^  could  not  be  l^oughi  into 
action  in  that  exigence  of  war  when  they  could 
be  useful,  as  in  that  case  land  defence  must  be 
reported  to  and  the  consequent  expence.  incurred, 
he  should  fei^l  it  his  duty  to  vote  against  this  ap- 
propriation.. 

The  gentleman  from  Conaectieut  over^the  way 
(Mr.LAW>had  caHed  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  a  re<^olle)ction  of  (acts,  irhich  in  that 
gentleman's  view  wen^  to  show,  if  a  former  policy 
had  not  been  abandoned,  we  might  now  have  ap- 
peared in  such  force  on  the  ocean  as  would  enaMe 
'us.toiedressour  uMnifold' injuries,  and  perhaps 
have  allowed  us  to  have  escaped  the  present  crisis. 
I  thank  the  gentleman,  said  Mr;  R.,  for  this  inti- 
matioQ.  ti  i»  true  that  it  is  not  the  first  time  this 
question  has  claimed  the  consideration  of  the 
Legislative  Councils  of  the  nation.  If  the  geo- 
tleman's  policy  had  not  been  abandoned,  the 
$46,000,000  of  debt  that  has  been  extingui^died 
might  have  been  converted  into  a  navy,  that  must 
haxe  pledged^  us  to  Britain  aA  long  as  her  power 
was  greater  than  ours.  While  the  policy  we  are 
speakings  of  was  pursued,  though  a  time  of  peace, 
aggregated  niillions  were  added  to  the  public  debt 
and  a  system  of  Uxation  introduced  that  noth- 
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ing  but  a- war  could  hare  justified.  If  (be  aban- 
doDmeot  of  such  a  policy  excites  tbe  gvntteman's 
regret,  I  cannot,  said  Mr.  R.'join  bim-in  regrets 
ting  it.  .     .  ^ 

It  has  been  observed  that  tbe  ConstiitUion  has 
invested  Congrewi  with  power  to  regulate  com- 
mercei  to  prpvide  and  mainiain  a  oavy,  ;&o. 
Tbere  is  notbing,  said  Mr.  B.  imperative,  in  this. 
It  was  necessary  in  a  general  grant  of  powers 
to  insert  many  items  to  be  left- to  the  sound  dis- 
cretion of  Congress,  to  lise  or.  not  to  us^.  Boon 
aftai  the  Government  came  into  operation,  it  be- 
came a  ftivorite  object  with  one  set  of  p<^lit(ciai» 
to  form. a  navy.  On  the  occasion  of  our  com* 
merce  being  de|>redated  upon  by  the  Barbary  cor- 
sairs, t^  question  first  came  up.  It  became  ^ 
matter  of  deliberation  Krhethe^  a  peace  should 
be  purchased  of  ik^pi  with  money  and  presentsi 
whether  some  European  Pover  should  be  sub- 
sidized to  keep  a  dew  frigates  on  that  station,  or 
whether  a  n^val  force  slK>uld.be  equipped  fbr  th^ 
purpo^  (as  alleged)  of  enabiiog  the  rresident  to 
ncigotia^e  to  better  effect.  The  parly  with  whona 
I  have  always  found  it  my  duty,  to  act,  said  Mr. 
K.,  opposed,  oa  that  occasion,  the  commence- 
ment of  a  navy  system,  when  it  was  invited  un^ 
der  circumstanced  sq  spfciou^.  They  were,  how- 
ever, in  the  minority.  The  ships  of  war  were 
voted — with  what  effect  on  the  AJg^rines,  he  did 
pot  etop  to  inauire. ,  If  this  opposition  to  tn^  com- 
mencement of  a  Nayal  Bst^btishment  was  wrong 
in  the  minority,  their  successors  ought  not  to 
follow  them ;  but  if  it  should  be  found  that  thev 
were  right,  the  cround  ought  never  to  be  quitted. 
The  question  of  iocreasini;  the  Navy  was  ^S^ipr 
discussed  in  the  celebrated  times  of  '98-9. .  TUe 
collisions,  with^  Franc?  had  raised  the' war  fever 
very  high.  A  navy  waa  vo<siferously  contended 
for  afi  the  most  efficient  means  of  defence.  It  was 
when  things  were  in  tbi^  sute,  that  the  President, 
in  his  reply  to  the  Marine  Society  of  Boston,  who 
had  with  mach  fervor  tendered  him  their,  appro^ 
bation  of  liis  measures,  ^oped  to'see  the  wooden 
walls  of  America  c^nsideMuir  wa  her  best  defence* 
Becau»e  Athens,  when  she  was  invaded  by  the 
bosts  of  Xeries,  had  chosen  to  interpret  the  oracle 
Uiiat  promise^  her  safety  im  wooden  walls,  ration- 
ally, America  must  taie  the  same  course,  how- 
ever dissimilarly  situated.  The  people  ql  Attica, 
inhabiting  a.  circumscribed  territory,  found  safety 
in  their  fleet,  and  ^hey  could  have  found  it  no 
where  else.  But  suck  cannot  be  the  case  with 
America*  Even  the  hosts.of  Xerxes  conld  not 
make  it  necessary  for  the  American  people  to  quit 
^eir  territory— the  figure  would  not  hold.  On 
tliis  occasion,  too,  the  Republican  wty  consist- 
ently opposed  a  navy ;  strange  blindness  and  ob- 
etinaey,  if.  they  were  not  sustained  by  reason  as 
ivell  as  principle.  On  this  occasion^  the  supporter^ 
of  a  najry  system  were  a  majoritv  in  council. 
For  a  moment  they  succeeded  with  their  mea- 
sures. But  the  public  councils  were  soon  filled 
by  the  people  with  men  of  other  minds,  and  the 
question  was  put  to  rest. 
'  The  select  committee,  said  Mr.^  R^  have  said 

'       %t  naval  system  is  now  in  existence.  wUich  has 


b^en  limited  by^  the  dispensing  se6arity  of  the 
times  and  the  want  of  revaiHie.  .  In  this  position 
he  could  not  agree  with  them.  Since  1801  he 
had  thought  the  system  had  been  abandoned.  He 
was,  therefore,  less  disposed  to  take  it  up,  after  it 
had  been  put  down  by  his  political  brethren  with 
sfieh  mature  deliberation. 

'She  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  R.,  who  had  spoken 
in  favor  of  the  re^rt  and  bill,  all  seemed  disposed 
lo  consider  agriculture  and  commerce  ts  insepara- 
bly connected.  This  he  admitted  willingly.  It 
seemed  to  be  admitted  by  the  whole  House.  For 
what,  lie  asked,  have  such  ai;mies  been  voted,  and 
spch  sums  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  the 
mnnitioos  of  w.ar?  To  protect  our  commercial 
rights  ana  compel  the  observance-  of  them.  For 
this  end  thp  nation  Was  about  to  wage  war.  The 
question  to  settle,  said  Mr.  R^  i't  now  shall  the 
war  be  carried  on.  This  question,  however,  has 
biften  determined.  He  was  willing  to.  consider 
this  as  a  part  of  a  systeqi  of  gene  pal  defence;  hut 
in  doing  so  he  did  not  feel  any  l)ias  to  particular 
interests.  The  defence  of  hts  cot^ntry  was  his 
onlv  object* 

Taking  gentlemen  at  their  word,  that  by  build- 
ins  additional  frigates  the  public  defence  would 
bb  ocijtter  secured,  ne  could  not  think  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  LowNnns)  this 
was  the  time  to  build  them..  Jf,  said  he,  I  am 
jjustrfiedsin  refusing  assent  to  an  appropriation  for 
the  repair  of  the  disabled  frigates,  because  they 
coilld  not  be  ^ot  ready  for  the  war,  that  objection 
would  lie  much  more  stvongly  against  building 
new  ones.  .It  inust  be  impossible  to  get  them 
ready  for  the  war  about  to  cotnmence.  While 
you  are  huilding  your  nav/.  can  it  be  imagined 
Great  Britain  WHl  be  inattentive  to  the  object  of  de- 
stroying whctt  sJiips  y  eu  now  have  1  The  bombard- 
ment <?  Copenhagen  does  not  Warrant  the  con- 
clusion, your  present  vessels  of  war  must  either 
remain  under  your  batteries,  or  run  Imminent 
hazard  of  destruction.  It  must,  therefore,  be  im- 
possible now  to  form  a  luivy.  If  it  e^er  be  done, 
U  must  be  the  work  of  peace.  The  jealousy  of 
your  eneoiy  'wifi  be  excited  to  the  highest  pitch 
by  59Ur  attempting  at  this  time  to  build  a  navy. 
Through  this  cheii6el  he  can  tnnoy  you. more 
successfully  than  through  any  other.  He  will 
exert  every  effort  to  crush  your  marine  before  it 
acquires  strength*.  In  a  war  of  finance,  he  will 
obtain  advantages  in  this  way  that  he  can  get  in 
no  other.  B^^.  said  Mr.  R.,  the  resolution  in 
what  way  We  Wili  fight  our  enemy  is  taken,  and 
it  would  be  wise  to  exert  the  best  energies  of  the 
State  to  give  eifect  to  that  resolution. 

The  head  of  the  Treasury  has  informed  vou, 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to -all  the 
taxes  in  use  in  the  times  when  there  was  a  naval 
system  and  a  regularly  accumulating  debt.  His 
plan  of  finance  is  not  more  than  sufficient  to  meet 
current  demands.  The  extraordinary  purposes 
must  be  provided  for  by  loans  of  an  extent  equal 
to  the  means  from  which  they  can  be  furnished. 
To  add  millions  to  this  expenditure  for  the  build- 
iUff  of  ships  of  war,  which,  without  supernatural 
aid,  cannot  be  ready  fpr  service  at  the  proper 
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t  ime,  would  seem  to  be  a  measure  too  adverse  to 
the  public  iuierest  to  admit  of  support. 

Wbtie  gentlemen  pretend  to  bord  commerce'as 
the  younger  twJn  sister  of  agriqoltare,  and  to 
identify  our  .whole  population  in  one  interest, 
they  maintain  their  arpfumenr.  as  if  our  Citizens 
on  the  maritime  frontier  had  interests  separate 
from  those  in  the  interior.  The  chairman  of 
the  select  committee  (Mr.  CprEvEs)  has  spoken  of 
the  ruin  of  our  seaports  as  the  consequence  of 
not  building  a  navy.  If  it  be  true  that  the  agri- 
cultiirist  and  merchant  have^a  common  and  in- 
separable interest,  as  gentlemen  have  a^Omed, 
they  must  «hare  in  common  prosperity  or  he  in- 
volved in  common  distress.  Can  it,  IheiK  bd 
right  in  the  seaports  to  claim  an  exemption  from 
common  participation  in  public  calamity  ?  Qen* 
tlemen  will  not  say  there  has  appeared  anydtsio- 
clination  in  the  agricultural  representation  to 
afford  ample  and  efficient  protection  to  the  j^ea- 
ports.  They  must  be  defended  by  land  means  Or 
be  abandoned.  To  equip  a  navy,  if  right  in  prin- 
ciple, is  utterly  impossible.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lownoes)  has  supposed  two 
seventy-fours  stationed  off  New  York  by  our 
enemy,  and  asks,  have  we  any  naval  force,  now 
that  could  dislodge  them  ?  He  apprehended  the, 
people  of  that  city  would  find  means  to 'do  it,  if 
on  applying  to  the  Government  for  proteciipn, 
they  should  not  obtain  it.  From  this  source  he 
anticipated  much  evil  as  derivable.  If  the  gen- 
tleman's supposition  should  be  realized,  it  will 
not  be  the  peo(>le  of  New  York  only,  but  all  those 
connected  with  her  in  commercial  intercourse 
that  will^  in  sUch  a' case,  be  put  to  Inconvenience. 
In  the  event  of  war,  the  harbor  of  New  York  may 
be  blocked  up  by  such  a  force  a^  the  Navy  which 
the  gentleman  is  so. anxious  to  equip  coul^  not' 
dislodge.  Calamities  arisihg  out  of  a  state  of 
war  must  be  borne,  and  if  the  Government  ex- 
tends the  protection  within  its  means  to  *very 
portion  of  its  citizens,  we  may  surely  look  for 
that  virtue  in  e^ry  quarter  that  will  submit  to 
ills  that  are  incident  to  all. 

We  have  become  embroiled  with  Great'Britain, 
Faid  Mr.  R.,  not  by  our  awn, seeking,  nor  by  any 
fault  of  ours.  The  American  people  can  have  no 
wish  for  war  with  any  nation.  Reduced  to  the 
alternatives  of  tesistance  or  submission,  it  has  be- 
come a  diity  to  consider  how  resistance  may  be 
made  more  effectual.  The  chairman  of  the  se- 
lect committee  (Mr.  Cheves)  has  said  the  Brit^ 
ish  American  cot^tinental  colonies  cah  be  but  a 
secondary  object  in  a  war  with  Britain ;  they 
will  become  ours  in  any  event  sooner  or  later. 
In  thisopinion.said  Mr.  R.,  I  do  not  feel  disposed 
to  Unite;  for  if  he  should  be  correct  in  his  pre- 
dictions nt  last,  Britain  mav  through  these  colb- 
nies  first  inflict  deep  wonnas  on  this  Union.  In 
the  ^ntleman's  solicitude  for  a  naval  power  he 
teems  to  forget  We  hav^  more  immediate  interests. 
It  is  to  be  devoutly  wished  the  war  may  be  ended 
before  twelve  seventy- fours  and  iwenty'fricates 
could  be  constructed,  if  the  materials  were  at  hand 
and  the  keels  Immediately  laid.  When  Congress 
•hall  have  determined  and  made  the  necessary 


acraDgements  for  an  attaeltonthe  British  colo- 
nies (an  undertaking  admitted  by  all  tbey  are 
coQdp^tent  to)  a  hope  may  be  indulged  that  that 
Grovernment  will  bie awakened  to  her  trueinterests, 
and  that  she  will  eeaseto  violate  our  national 
riffbts.  In  the  failure,  however,  of  a  realization 
of  this  hope,  it  is^  particularly  -necessary  not  ta 
dissipate  our  ^  ways  and  means  in  the  early 
hages  of  the  war  on  the  Useless  pngect  of  a  navy. 
Gentlemen  have  considered  this  subject  on  its 
general  principles  and  remote  consequences.  In 
this  point  of  "view,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  presents  ai  wide 
field  torreflectfon.  The  chatrman  (Mr.  Chbvbs) 
has  complained  Yteiiashad  lo  meet  this  Subject 
encumbej^ed  with  much  error  and  many  prejudices^ 
•among  which  is  the  idea  that  a  naval  system  b 
prejudicial  to  civil'  liberty.  The  oppesers  of  a 
fiavy,  with  an  air  of  no  small  triumph,  are  called 
upon  to  show  how  a  system  of  maritime  power 
would  endanger  the  freedom  of  our  country.  It 
has  been  said,  a  military  chieftain,  by  an  easy 
transition,  may  becon^^a  civil'  ruler,  aira'that  the 
commander  of  an  army  h^s  often  become  a  des- 
pot, while  no  such'  ev^t  coold  happen  ^rom  a 
naval  commander,  as  such  an  office  gave  no  pow- 
er ott  terra  Jirma*  If  we  look  a  little  deeper 
into  the  subject,  w«  shall  ffnd  we  bav^e  as  muck 
to  fear,  and  even  more,  ftom  a  na/val  than  a  milr 
rtary  power.  The  latter  can  only  be  kept  in 
ttm^  of  wap)  ^nd  for  eomparatiVely  but  short 
periods  ;  at  a  time  toO|*wben  the  public  spirit  is 
^wakened  and  ready  to  oppo^  encroachment. 
The'  chair  of  rule  may  possibly  be  gained  by  a 
pailitary  chief;  but  an  attempt  on  the  public  lib- 
erty has  a  much  greater  Chance  to  fail.  Evils  of 
this  sort  can  only  take  place  on  a  very  rare  cob-> 
tingency;  but  the  ruin  of  the  public  liberty  can 
hardly  rail  to  be  a  consequence  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  naVdl  power.  History  proves  to  as 
that  maritime  power  has  always  exeited  national 
am  tuition  to  a^pirrt  of  conquest  and  plunder.  A 
naval  power  wHl  seek  eolonlesand  ports  in  distant 
places;  The  chance,  nay,  the  certaiiUy,  of  colli- 
sions with  other  nations^  is  OHiitiplie^,  and  a  cor- 
ruptioi]  of  morals  is  produced,  that  cannot  fail  to 
make  the  first  Goveraracfn't  on* earth  a  lyranny,  by 
a  course  of  events  that  the  patriot  can  neither 
prevent  nor  divert  to  other  oohseque'Uces.  A 
short  time  after  Athens  had  found  safety  in  her 
woodefi  walls,  one  of  h^r  statesmen  proposed  slie 
should  burn  the  fleets  of  b^r  neighbors,  that  she 
might  thereby  be  rendered  mistress  of  Greece. 
This  project  the  virtue  of  the  people  resisted  ;  but 
that  virtue  soon  gave  way  in  the  expedition  to 
the  Cyclades,  where  her  navy  committed  acts  of 
violence  that  must  indelibly  fix  the  stain  of  the 
blackest  perfidy  and  cruelty  o^  the  Athenian 
character.  What  cO^ld  be  a  mote  unprovoked 
act  d*  aggression  than  her  crusade  against  Syra- 
cuse, a  crime  that  visited  her  with  a  decleoaioa 
of  ^Werfrpm  whidh  she  never  recovered  ?  For 
a  nation  to  believe  her  destinies  fixed,  is  in  a  great 
-measure  to  &t  them.  Nothing,  perhaps,  contrib* 
uted  more 'to  make  Rome  th^  mistress  of  the 
world,  than  the  oracles  that  promised  it.  Her 
heroes  and  statesmen  were  stimulated  thereby  to 
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fulfil  her  destiny.  The  maritime  tapremaey  of 
Britain  is,  perht|»,  owtns^  as  much  to  the  belief 
Ihat  she  is  the  destined  doeen  of  the  Wtfters,  ae 
to  uuy  other  cause.  Tbodjarh  such  operations  6e 
calculated  to  hriog  about  astonisbing  effects^  hOw 
unforttMiate  w  it  when  a  nation's  e^ea  are  thus 
directed  to  imipropec  attainments — it  becomes  a 
source  of  incalculably  evil.  Athens  and  Rome 
^ere  the  victims  of  such  a  policy,  as  Britain  is 
at  this  time.  I  fervently  hope,  said  Mr«  R.,  for  a 
"better  destiny  for  our  beloved  country:  Rome 
and  Carthage  were  both  great  maritime  Powers ; 
it  was  not  in  Lybia.and  Italy  they  begiin  to.  con- 
tend for  superiority,  but  it  Sicily  and  Iberia.  The 
conflicts  thence  arising  brought  terror  to  the  gates 
•of  Rome,  and  laid  Carthase  in  asbes.  The  abuse 
of  maritinte  power  in  both  those  States  changed 


the  free  features  of  their  goveronient,  and  left  tk-  ships  yon  must  create  armie?.    The  hands  of  the 


dreary  despotism  in  tbeir  st^d.    A  naval  victory^ 
secured  to  tbe  second  Ceesar  the  rule  of  tbe  mis- 
tress of  the  world.    In  later  times,  we  hare  been 
told,  eaid  'Mr.  R.,  the  decletision  of  maritime 
States  bar  been  due  to  other  causes  than  their 
^aval  Bstablisb meats.    In  some  instances  it  may 
have  been  so.    When  the  strength  and  power  of 
a  State  has  arisen  entirely  from  tbe  profits  of 
commerce,  when  that  commerce  has  taken  ano- 
ther course,  the  transitory  splendor  it  has  built  up 
has  vanished.    Venice  was  an  example  of  this. 
The  commerce  of  the  East  caused  her  to  rise  out 
^f  the  circumscribed  and  marshy  islands  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Adriatic,  the  proud  Mistress  of  the 
Wavesu    When  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  bad  been 
doubled  by  the  PortugMese,  her  commercial  ad^ 
vantages  tailed.    She  sunk  from  the  cononeior 
of  the  Eastern  Empire  to  a  mere  city  of  Italy  and 
JPortugal;  a  narrow  territory,  by  the  same  cooi- 
merce,  assumed  the  first  rank  among  the  nation; 
of  the  world.    A  naval  power  may  serve  some- 
4imea  to  extend  commerce  to  wider  limits;  but  it 
•eao   by  ao  means  control  it.  with  certainty  to 
^channels  through  which  natitfe,  and  often   the 
policy  of  other  natioss,  bid  it  to  flow.    What  is 
'the  state  of  Bn'tish  commefce  at  this  time  ?    The 
rapture  of  the  peace  of  Amtens  did-not  arise  from 
Britain  ^having  received  injuries  from  France 
after  the  cessation  of  hostilities.    The  new  war 
was  a  commercial  one.    The  British  Cabinet  saw, 
in  a  state  of  peace,  France  would  not  be  un- 
mindful of  her  commercial  interests.    The  intel- 
ligence, the  enterprise,  the  population,  and  the 
resources  of'France,  all  indicated  that  she  would 
at  least  divide  successfully  the  pirofits  of  com* 
merce  with  her  rival.    The  naval  power  of  Brit- 
ain giving  her  the  command  of  the  sea,  she  could 
appose  only  with  efifect  the  growing  commerce 
of  her  neighbor  in  a  state  of  war.    This  step  of 
British  policy  imposed  on  the  ruierof  France  the 
necessity  of  changing  the  channels  of  commerce. 
In  this  way  be  has  aimed  a  blow^at  the  vitals  of 
her  strength,  which  her  tremendons  nftval  power 
aeither  enables  her  to  avert  nor  lessen  its  force. 
Her  marine  puts  the  trident  into  her  hands,  but 
she  can  no  longer  shake  the  earth.    Her  monop- 
olizing spirit  has  sealed  tbe  continent  of  Europe 
against  her,  and  interdicted  her-  commerce  with 


America.  She  has  reduced  the  ocean  almost  to 
a  xlesert ;  and  she  seems  hastenitig  to  that  destiny 
which  has  generally  attended  her  predecessors  ia 
naval  power  through  her  ambition  to  rule  the 
waves.  J 

Gentlemen  prop09e  to  prot^t  commerce  on  this 
side  the  Gulf  Stream,  yetadmit  if  our  vessels  are 
despoiled  on  the  Indian  Ocean,  we  must  apply 
retaliation  in  the  West  Indies.  The  Chiif  Stream 
limitattott  is  at  once  giren  up ;  a  new  expeditioa 
to  the  Cyclades  is  in  that  case  to  take  place. 
Begin  your  conquests  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
yoQ  must  increase  your  navy  to  acquire  and  de- 
fend them.  It  is  at  onee  aiuidmission  that  naval 
powei^  must  be  used  more  for  ambition  than  the 
protection  of  commerce  and  our  territorial  waters^ 
But,  what  isrworse^  as  you  acqjoire  colonies  and 


Executive^  restricted  and  elective  as  it  is,  in  the 
Unitjed  States,  became  tbence  armed  with  a  scep- 
tre formidable  indeed,  and  the  more  so  as  it  ac» 
quired  this  strength  without  producing  the  shock 
to  public  feeling  which  the  seizure  of  power  hy  a 
military  leader  will  always  excite.  It' has  been 
said,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  that  the  existence  of  Great 
Britain  hung  upon  her  navy  in  the  contest  in 
which  the  is  now  engaged.  '  If  her  fate  hangs  sus- 
pended by  her  naval  power,  she  owes  her,  peril  to 
that  source.  Without  her  maritime  strength, 
would  she  have  aspired  to  balance  the  scales  of 
power  on  the  Continent?  Would  she  have  be- 
come a  party  to  the  infamous  conspiracy  of  Pil- 
nitz?  "  Would  she  have  wantonly  plotted  the  dis- 
memberment of  France  ?  Would  she  have  bro- 
ken the  peace  of  Amiens  whence  her  present  daa- 
gers  arise  ?    Certainly  not. 

On.  the  article  of  cos^  said  Mr.  R.,  it  is  of  little 
importance  whether  tbe  army  or  tiavy  of  Great 
Britain  is  most  burdensome  on,ber  finances,  thoq^h 
it  has  been  dwelt  Upon  with  particular  empbasiSi 
nor  whether  an  army  be  more  expensive  in  every 
case,  than  t  navy;  Armies  are  a  necessary  con- 
sequence of  navies.  Has  not  the  British  army 
ii^creased  with  equal  pace  with  her  navy  f 

The  humane  ihind,  said  Mr.  R.,  cannot' con- 
tetnplate  without  pain,  that  from  naval  power 
have  fiown  the  most  copious  streams  of  human 
misery.  The  plunder  of  half  the  world,  with 
immense  adrantagesin  addition,  has  not  sustained 
the  British  havy.  A  debt  has  been  accumulated 
that  almost  baffles  tbe  power  of  figures  to  estimate. 
But  debt,  and  a  prospect  of  Government  insol- 
vency at  home,  are  of  much  less  account  than  the 
wrongs  this  navy  has  wrought  on  the  society  of 
nations.  And  yet  it  is  this  Government  that  is 
held  up  to  Republican  America  as  a  inodel  for 
imitation. 

Need  I  remind  you,  said  Mr.  R.,  of  the  millions 
of  victims  sacrificed  to  commercial  cupidity  oq 
the  plains  of  Hindoston,  by  means  of  this  navy.f 
A  population,  thrice  as  great  as  that  of  the  Brit- 
ish Isles,  has  been  exterminated  in  this  devoted 
region,  within  comparatively  but  a  few  years,  by 
mercantile  rapacity.  Colonel  Dowe  informs  us. 
that  the  wealth  of  one  Of  the  cities  of  this  wretched 
country  had  whetted  the  avarice  of  Clive  and 
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bis  associates,  and  that  an  ofier  was  made  to  the 
Governuient  to  pay  the  public  debt  for  permis- 
sion to  sack  it.  It  was  too  gross  an  act  of  in* 
famy  to  assent  to,  and  the  adyenturers  obtained 
their  end  by  other  means.  A  famine  and  pesti- 
lence wa^  substitated  for  the  bayonet,  and  the 
spoils  of  the  deToted  city  glutted  the  hands  x)f  ra- 
pine. In  this  exploit,  a  shoe-black  divided  his 
£200,000. '  Need  1  remind  you,  said  Mr.  R.,  that 
the  population  of  Africa  has  been  drained,  to  grctetn 
out  a  wretched  existence  in  the  West  India  colo- 
nies, to  prop  op  this  naval  and  commerohil  PoweR, 
or  that  the  remotest  corners  of  every  sea  have 
been  visited  with  the  ^couree  of  blood  and  deso- 
lation for  the  same  purpose  f  On  general  princi- 
ples, does  not  past  experience  afford  sufficient 
warning  to  tbese  £ftates  to  avoid  those  shoals  on 
which  80  many  ilations  have'  been  wrecked  ^ 

Mr.  Chairman,-  under  no  ^iew  "which  I  have 
been  able  to  take  of  this  subject,  considfering  it 
either  as  the  furtherance  of  a  system  of  naval 
power,  to  be  expanded,  with  the  growing  strength 
ai  the  Union  to  gijgnintic,  size,  or  that  it  is  a  pro- 
per time  for  providing  a  temporary  increase  of 
naval  force,  can  I  agree,  said  Mr*  R*,  to  the  bill  on 
your  table. 

When  Mr.  Roberts  had  eoncluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  January  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  William  M.  Rich- 
ABDSOM,  from  Massachusetts,  appeased,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and^ok  bis  seat.' 

Mr.  MoRBOW  presented  a  petition  of  Dennis 
Clark,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  further  time 
to  complete  the  pajrment  for  a-tract  of  lanijl  pur- 
chased of  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

NEW  JERSEY  RESOLUTIONS. 
The  following  Message  Was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 
7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepreeentfUives  of  the  United  l^aies : 
At  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  I 
communicate  to  Congress  copies,  of  its  resolutions, 
transmitted  by  the  (^oiemor  of  that  State. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washikgtov,  January  93,  181!l. 


LlOISLATtJBlOF  NlW  JiBSBT; 

House  of  Assembly^  Jan.  13,  1812. 

^Whereas,  in  cases  of  great  national  concern,  in- 
volving, in  their  consequences,  the  interests,  the  rights, 
and  the  welfare,  as  well  of  the  future  as  of  the  present 
generation,  it  cannot  fail  (o  be  useful  and  acceptable 
to  those  intrusted  with  the  National  Government,  to 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  deliberate  opinion  of 
every  portion  of  the  Union,  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Jersey,  at  this  momentous  crisis  in  our 
national  concerns,  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them 
publicly  to  express,  as  well  the  sense  of  the  Legislature, 
as  the  known  feeUngs  and  watiments  of  the  dtifeens 
of  the  State  they  represent. 

In  contemplatiag  the  convulsive  struggles  that  have, 
Within  the  last  twenty  years,  broken  up  the  Govern, 


ments,  evetCttcned  Ahe  ancieat  landmarks,  and  car- 
ried disorder  and  distress  into  almost  every  quitrter  oT 
the  European  world,  the  citiseiis  of  New  Jersey  have 
surveyed  the  destnustive  progress  of  this  war  of  aabi^ 
t|on  on  the  one  side,  and  of  ipercantile  monopoly  on 
Uie  other,  not  only  as  men  pommiserating  the  mdC&e* 
ings  of  others,  but  with  a  view  to  the  consequeneea  on 
the^  safety  and  happiness  of  America.  The  aa»oua 
solicitude  manifesteifl  by  the  General  Govemment»  to 
observe  an  impartial  neutrality,  in  relation  to  the  bel- 
ligerent nations,  has,  at  all  times,  met  the  decided  ap* 
probation  of  the  Government  and  citizeiis  of  New 
Jersey. 

It  was  confidently  hoped  that  this  line  of  conduct 
would  have  secured  to  our '  country  the  complete  ob- 
servance of  the  acknowledged  laws  of  civilized  nations, 
or,  at  least,  have  protected  the  persons  and  property  of' 
our  citizens  firom  outrageous  violence.  It  was,  theie- 
'  fere,  not  without  emotions  of  astonishment  and  indig* 
nation  that  they  saw  the  ,two  great  belligerent  Euro- 
pean Powers  set  at  defiance  the  public  law  of  natioiM, 
by  oommenbing  a  wanton,  unprovoked  attack  npao 
the  property  and  pessona  of  our  citizens  on  the  lugh 
seas.  This  indin^tion  was  iocieased  by  Uie  insoUa 
ofiered  to  an  enlightened  nation  in  the  pretext*  as- 
signed as  the  Causes  of  this  violence*  The  danger  and 
impolicv  of  waging  war  against  all  Europe  at  osioe 
justified  the  course  pursued  by  the  General  Govemmanty. 
of  remonstrance,  negotiation,  and  commercial  restiiie* 
tions.  It  has  now  become  a  subject  of  some  consola- 
tion, that  one  of  the  ^reat  belKgesent  nations  has  re- 
ceded from  her  hostility,  ceased  to  violate  our  neutral 
rights,  made  assurance  of  future  amity,  and  the  obaer- 
Tance  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  thereby  l^ft  America 
a  single  antagonist  to  contend  with,  one  against  whom 
she  has  already  measured  her  strength. 

In  contemplating  the  evils  inflicted  on  our  cOuntij 
by  Great  Britain,  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  dii^ 
claim  bringuig  into  calculatioi^  the  injuries  suffered  in 
the  Revolutionary  war;  ^se  having  been  magnani-^ 
mously  buried  in  the  Treaty  of  1783.  Nor  do  d&ey 
take  into  account  the  alleged  instigation  of  the  savages 
to  hostiUttes  on  our  frontier  settlements,  the  &cts  not 
being  officially  ascertained  and  dedarsd.  They  leave* 
out  also  the  insult  to  the  Americaii  flag,  in  the  attack 
on  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  that  having  been  amieohly 
adjusted.  Nor  would  they,  at  this  time,  think  proper 
to  complain  of  the  refusal  of  Great  Britain  to  aocede 
to  the  desires  of  the  civilised  world,  of  ameliorating  the^ 
evils  of  war,  by  adopting,  as  a  rule,  that  free  shif« 
make  free  goods.  Even  if  the  controversy  between  the 
two  countries  arose  solely  out  of  the  interruption  of 
our  carrying  trade,  altfiough  they  consider  that  trade 
founded  on  a  perfect,  indisputable  right,  which  ou^ 
never  to^  yielded  by  treaty,  yet  policy  might  suggest 
the  propriety  of  sleeping  over  the  injuries  arising  ^vm 
the  deprivation  of  the  exercise  of  this  right  for  a  time. 

But  the  two  fi)llowihg  causes  of  complaint,  on 
wluch  America  and  Great  Britain  are  at  issue,  aro  of 
so  unquestionable  a  nature  as  to  leave  no  doubt  or 
hesitation  on  the  mind:  First.  The  abominable  prac- 
tice of  impressing  native  American  seamen  while  in 
the  pursuit  of  a  lawful  commerce,  fiirdng  them  on 
board  their  ships  of  war,  and  compelling  them,  under 
the  lash,  to  fight  agnnst  nations  vnth  whom  we  are  at 
peace,  and  even  against  their  own  country. 

deeond.  The  depredattons  committed  o»  the  leglti^ 
mate  commerce  of  America,  it  being  now  openly 
avowed  by  the  'British  Govenunent  that  an  American 
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built  ibip,  owned -by  the  citiceiu  of  the  Ujaittd  8t«t08> 
naingAted  by  native  American  s^unen,  laden  with 
goods  ^  the  growth  and  mannfuitiure  of  the  United 
States^  not  contraband  of  war,  bound  to  a  belligerent 
port>  which  is  neither  invested  nor  blockade^,  is  sub- 
ject^ by  the  orders  of  ^e  British  Govenunent,  to 
seizure  and  condemnation,  both  ship  and  cargo ;  the 
ruin  of  individuals^  and  the  destruction  of  jcommerce, 
evidence  the  rigid  execution  of  these  orders.    '         ^    ^ 

This  flagitious  conduct  of  the  rulers  of  Great  Britain . 
needs  no  comment ;  it  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied, 
too  palpable  to  be  susceptible  of  explanation,  and  too 
atrocious  for  palliation  or  excuse.  The  answers  to 
the  reasonable  remonstrances  of  our  Government  have 
onl^  added  insults  to  injuries,  by -assuming  poisitions 
at  variance  with  reason,  justice,  and  the  public  laws ; 
in  consequence  of  which  further  negotiation  becomes 
iSHe  and  vain.  It  only  remains  ibr  £e  constituted  au- 
tfaorkie*  of  the  UnioA  to'  guide  the  destinies ^of  a 
nnmerousf  brave,  and  powerftil  nation,  by  marking  out 
itr  futuiv  eomrae;  that,  in  doing  this,  they  m^  rely 
with  <3Dnfidence  on  the  sui4>Qyt  ci  liew  Jersey. 

Be  it  resolved,  bw  the  L^siatite  Couhetl  and  Gen* 
eral  A$sembly  of,  the  Statp  ef  New  Jerny,  That,  at 
this  impoxitant  crisis  in  our  national  concerns,  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  New  Jersey  entertain  a  full  and  perfect 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  Presi- 
denty  the  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  hereby  most  solemnly 
assure  the  National  Government  that  New  Jei^sey  will 
readily  accord  in  any  measures  which  it  may,  .in  its 
wisdom,  think  proper  to  adopt  for  the  redress  of 
national  wrongs.  That  they  cordiaHy  approve  the  rer 
commendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  l^tates  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  admonishing  them  to  put 
the  nation  in  armor.  That,  in  case,  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  shall  eventnully  determine  to  ro« 
aiet,  by  Ibtee,  the  kwlesff  aggre«ions  oomndtted  by  the 
Bfiti^  nation  x>ntlllB  persons  and  property  of  our  oUi* 
zeps,  this  LegUattire,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  the 
citiaena  of  Kew  Jersey,  whose  repreeentatives  they  are^ 
pMge  tfaemseivea  to  the  natioh  to  render  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  all  the  aid,  assistance,  and  support  ia 
their  power,  and  will,  with  readiness,  perform  all  the 
duties  required  of  ^m  in  the  prosecution  of  a  war 
undertaken  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare. 

JUsolved,  That  His  Excellency,  tiie  Governor,  be 
requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing-  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  request  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  communicate'  a  copy  to  each 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature. 

Resolcedf  That  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be 
also  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  to  each  of  our  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMEfNT. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  CoiniDittee*of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  coDoeraing  the  KavjT.  The 
question  on  filling  up  the  blank  in  the^  section 
which  prorides  for  repairipff  the  vessels  on  hand, 
with  four  hundred  ftnd  eighty  thoueand  dollars, 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

The  next  section  provides  for  the  building  of 
— *-  additional  frigates. 

'  Mr.  Cbbybs  tnoved  to  tW  the  blank  in  the  bill, 
destgnating  tfa«  number  of  frigates  to  be  'built, 
with  the  word  ten, 

Mn  Blaokledob  iaqairtd  of  the  chairm«A  of 


the  Navy  Committee,  whether  there  was  timber 
on  hand  sufficie;nt  for  building  the  frigates  pro* 
posed,  besides  what  had  been  pj-bvided  for  build- 
ing seventy^fburs;  because,  if  theOovernment  had 
not  seasoned  timber  on  hand  sufficient  fbr  the 

Eurpose,  he  should  vote  agaiust  building  them,  as 
e  nad  no  idea  of  building  them  out  of  green 
timber. 

Mr.  Cheves  said,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of 
the  gentleman  ffom  North  Carolina,  he  could 
oaty  repeat  what  he  had  befbre  stated,  that  the 
Qovernment  is  ^not  in  possession  at  present  of 
seasoned  timber;  and,,fr6m  the  lamentable  ne- 
glect which  had  been  shown  to  this  establish- 
ment, it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Government  to 
procure  timber  of  the  best  krnd^  but  timber  can 
oe  obtained  of  a  quality  superior  "to  auy  of  which 
.the  preset  frigates  are  bnilt.  There  are  certain 
large  pieces,  not  to  be  found  among  the  timber 
used  for  the  building  of  merchant  v^sels,  which 
will  be  wanting.  There  Is  timber  sufficient  on 
haad  for  butldiug  four  seventy-four  gun  ships  $ 
and  sufficient  can  be  procured  for  the  frigates, 
ekoept  the  pieces  whicb  he  had  meptioned. 

Mr.  Rhea  being  willing  that  the  vessels- ob 
h4nd  should  be  re|>aired,  he  had  voted  for  the  ne- 
cessary sum  A)r  this  purpose ;  but  not  being  Tery 
fond  of  water  cutimaU  of  the  siee  described  in  the 
atoond  action  of  the  bill,  he  moved  to  strike 
out  that  sectioQ,  and  would  ofi^  his  reasons  for 
doing  so. 

If  the  Ui^ited  ^tes  were  authoriaed  to. build 
these  frigates,  th^y  could  not  be  done  in  time  for 
the  present  emergency;  And,  if  he  understood 
the  geatlemaa  frooi  South  Carolina  rightly,  there 
»  no  seasonet}'  timbejr  on  hand  fit  for  baildinff 
these  frigates ;  and  the  United  States  had  sufferel 
sufficiently  already  bf  buHding  the  former  frigates 
of' unseasoned  timber.  Mr.  R.  did  not  wish  to  see 
the  Umted  States  a  great  naval  power^  equal  to 
any  nation  on  earth.  Indeed,  he  should  be  hap- 
py tosee  all  Jthe  armed  ships  of  the  world  on  fire. 
They  have  beep  uniformljT  destructive  of  com- 
merce and  human  hdppincss. 
,  Mn  Smilie  w«s  in  favor  of  striking  out  this 
section  of  the  bilL  He  ever  had  been,  and  he 
believed  ever  should  be,  against  this  country  be- 
coming a  naval  power.  If  we  embark  in  war, 
we  shall  have  occasion  for  all  the  resources  we 
can  rais^,  witinjut  expending  our  money  on  ob- 
jects not  immediately  necessary ;  besides,  the  sum 
now  aiisked  for  is  otily  an  entermg  wedge.  When 
memWs  wish-  to  carry  a  favorite  measure,  they 
never  ack  for  the  whol^  sum  wanted  at  once,  but* 
just  as  much  as  they  thmk  th^y  cau  get ;  and  the 
work  heiu^  began,  it  must  hereafter  be  finished. 
It  is  true-that  our  resources  are  considerable ',  but 
the  Government  cannot  draw  more  from  the 
people  tihan  they  are  willing  to  wf ;  and  it  will 
be  round  that  the' taxes  will  oe  sufficiently  heavy 
without  this  navy. 
.   Mr.  Clat  (the  Speaker >  ro^  to  present  his 

views  on  the  bill  before  the  Committee.  He  said 
that  as  he  did  not  precisely  affree  in  opinion  with 
any  gentleman  who  had  spokeu,  be  should  take 

the  liberty  of  detaining  the  Committet  a  few  mor 
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mente  while  he  offered  to  their  attentioo  some 
x)bservatioo5.  He  wqs  highly  gratified  wi/h  the 
temper  and  ability  with  which  the  discussioD  bad 
been  hitherto  conducted.  It  was  honorable'  to 
the  House,  and,  he  trusted,  would  continued  to  be 
manifested  on  many  future  occasions. 

On  tt^is  interesting  topic  a  diversity  of  opinion 
lias  existed  almost  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Government.  On  the  one  nand  there 
4ippNeared  to  him  to  have  been  attempt^  made  to 
precipitate  the  natfon  into  all  the  evils  of  naval 
-ex trava glance,  which  had  been  productive  of  so 
4much  mischief  in  other  countries;  and,  on  the 
other,  strongly  feeling  this  mischief,  there  has 
•existed  an  unreasonable  prejudice  against  pro- 
viding such  a  competent  naval  protection  for  our 
•commercial  and  mariiime  rights  as  is  demanded 
by  their  importance,  and  as  the  increased  re-, 
sources  of  the  country  amply  justify. 

The  attention  of  Congress  has  been  invited  to 
this  subject  by  the  President  in  his  Message  de- 
livered at  the  openiog^  of  the  session.  ladeed, 
had  it  been  wholly  neglected  by  the  Chief  Magis^ 
trate,  from .  the  critical  situation  of  the  country, 
and  nature  of  the  ri|^ts  proposed  to  be  vindi- 
cated,  it  must  have  pressed  itsmf  upon  our  atten- 
tion. But,  said  Mr.  C,  the  Presiden  t,  in  his  Message, 
observes:  "Your  attention  will,  of  course,  be 
'  drawn  to  such  provisions  on  the  subject  of  oor 

*  naval  force  as  may  be  required  ibr  the  service 
'  to  which  it  is  best  adapted.    I  submit  to  Conr 

*  gress  the  se^sonableness  also  of  an  authority  to 
^  augment  the  stoclr  of  such  nutteriab  as  are  itor 

*  perishable  in  their  nature,  or  may  not'  at  onee 
'  be  attainable."  The  President,  by  this  recom* 
mendation,  clearly  intimates  an  opinion  that  the 
naval  force  of  this  country  is  capable  of  producing 
tome  efi^^ct ;  and  the  propriety  of  laying  up  im- 
perishable materials  was  no  doubt  suggested  for 
thef  purpose  of  making  additions  to  the  navy,  as 
^convenience  and  exigencies  might  direct. 

It  appeared  to  Mr.  C  a  little  extraordinary  that 
ao  much,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  unreasonable  jeal- 
ousy should  exist  against  the  Naval  Bstablishment. 
If,  said  he,  we  look  back  to  the  period  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  Constitution^  it  will  be  found-  that 
DO  such  jealousy  was  then  ^xcit^d*  In  placing 
the  physical  force  of  the  nation  at  the  disposal 
of  Congress,  the  Convention  manifested  much 
greater'apprehension  of  abuse  in  the  poWer  gii^b 
%o  raise-armies  than  in  that  to  provide  a  navy.  In 
reference  to  the  Navy,  Congress  is  put  under  no 
restrictions;  but  with  respect  to  the  Army-^that 
description  of  force  whicp  has  been  so  often  «m«> 
ployed  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  matkind — they 
are  subjected  to  limitationsj  designed  to  prevent 
the'  abuse  of  this  dangerous  power.  But  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  detain  the  Committee  tnr  a 
discussion  on  the  comparative  utility  and  safety 
of  these  two  kinds  of  force.  He  would,  however, 
be  indulged  in  sayinjr,  that  he  thought  gentlemen 
had  -wholly  failed  m  maintaining  the  position 
they  had  assumed,  that  the  fall  of  maritime  Pow- 
ers was  attributable  to  their  navies.  They  have 
told  you,  indeed^  that  Carthage,  Genoa,  Veriioe. 
mid  other  Bations,  had  navies,  and,  notwithstand- 


ing', were  finally  destroyed.  Bpt  have f hey  showB, 
by  a  train  of  argument,  that  their  overthrow  was, 
in  any  degree,  ascribabte  to  their  maritime  great- 
ness?   Have  they  attempted  even  to  show  that 
there  exists  in  the  nature  of  this  power  a  neces- 
sary tendency  to  destroy  the  nation  using  it  ?  As- 
sertion is  substituted  for  argument;  inferences 
not  aifthorized  by  histoncal  facts  ar^  arbitrarily 
drawn  \  things  wholly  uncopnected  with  each 
other  are  associated  together— a  very  logical  mode 
of  reasoning !   In  the  same  way  he  could  demon- 
strate how  idle  and  absurd  our  attachments  are 
to  freedom  itself.    He  mkht  say,  for  example, 
that  Greece  and  Rome  had  forms  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  that  they  no  longer  exist;  and  dedoc- 
ing  their  fall  from  their  devotion  to  liberty,  the 
concJusioB  in  Ikvor  of  despotism  would  very  sat* 
isfaotorily  follow!   He  demanded  what  there  k 
in  the  nature  and  construction  of  maritime  power 
to  excite  the  fears  that  have  been  iadulred  ?    Do 
gentlemen  really  apprehend  that  a  body  of  sea- 
men will  abandon   their  proper  element,  and. 
placing  themselves  under  an  aspirins:  chief,  will 
erect  a  throne  to  his  ambition  ?    Will  they  deign 
Xo  listen  to  the  voice  of  history,  and  learn  how 
chimerical  are  their  apprehensions? 

But  the  source  of  alarm  is  in  ourselves.  Gen- 
tlemen fear  that  if  we  provide  ainarine  it  wiU 
produce  collisions  with  loreign  nations— plunge 
us,  into  war,  and  ultimately  overturn  the  Consti-^ 
tution  of  the  country.  Sir,  if  you  wish  to  avoid 
foreign  collision  you  had  better  abandon  the 
ocean ;  surrender  ail  your  commerce ;  give  ap  all 
your  prosperity.  It  is  the  i\\\u^  protected,  not 
the  instrument  of  protection,  that  involves  you  i» 
war.  Commerce .  engeoders  collision,  eollisioo 
war,  and  war,  the  argument  afkpposes,  leads  t^ 
despotism.  Would  the.connsels'be  deemed  wise, 
of  that  statesman^  who  should  reeommend  that 
the  nation  should  be  onarmed-^bat  the  art  ef 
war,  the  martial  spirit,  and  martial  exercises, 
should  be  profiibited — and  that  the  great  body  ot 
the  people  should  be  taught  that  national  happi- 
ness was  to  be  found  in  perpetual  peace  alone  ? 
No,  sir.  And  yet  ^very  argument  jn  favor  of  a 
power  of  protection  on  land  applies,  in  some  de- 

free,  to  a  power  of  protection  on  the  sea.  Un- 
oubtedly  a  commerce  void  of  naval  protection 
'^is  more  exposed  to  rapacity  than  st  guarded  com- 
merce ;  and  if  we  wish  to  invite  the  continuance 
of  the  old,  or  enaction  of  new  unjust  edicts,  let 
us  refrain  from  all  exertion  upon  that  element 
where  they  operate,  and  where,  in  the  end,  thejr 
must  be  resisted. 

,  For  his  part,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  allow  him- 
self to  be  ahirmed  b v. those  apprehensions  of  ma-^ 
ritime  power  which  appeared  to  agitate  other 
gentlemen.  In  the  nature  of  our  *0overnmeDt 
be  beheld  abundant  security  against  abuse.  He 
would  be  unwilling  to  tax  the  land  to  support  the 
rights  of  the  sea^  and  was  for  drawing  from  the 
sea  itself  the  resources  with  which  M  violated 
freedom  nehonld  at  all  times  be  vindicated.  Whilst 
this  principle  is  adhered  to,  th^e  will  be  no  daof^er 
of  running  into  the  folly  and  extravagaoce  which 
so  much  alarms  geiaieaieQ ;  and  whenever  it  is 
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abttadoDedf— wheaerer  Congress  shall  ttr  bur- 
deasome  tax«»  to  aaffm'ent  the  Navy  beyond  what 
may  be  authorized  by  the  iocreased  weaith,  and 
demanded  by  the  exigeneies  of  the  country,  the 
people  will  interpose,,  and,  removing  their  un- 
worthy representatives,  apply, the  appropriate  eor- 
rective.  Mr.  C.  could  not,  then,  see  any  jast 
ffround  of  dfead  in  the  nature  of  naval  power. 
U  was,  on  the'  contrary,  free  from  the  evils  at- 
tendant upon,  standing  armies.  And,  the  genius 
of  out  instituiions — the  great  representative  prin-' 
ciple,  in  the  practical  enjoyment  of  which  we 
are  s.o  eminently  di;$tjngubhed-^afforded  the  bcvt 
guarantee  against  the  ambition  and  wasteful  ex- 
travagance of  Govern  men  t» 

What  maritime  strength  is  it  expedient  to  pro- 
vide for  the  United  States?  In  eoiisidering  this 
subject,  three  different  degrees  of  naval  power 
present  themselver.  In  ttie  irst  place,  such  a 
force  ni  would  be  capable  of  contending  with 
that  which  any  other  nation  is  able  to  bring  on 
the  ocean— a  force  that,  boldly^ -scouring  every 
sea,  would  challenge  to  combat  the  fleets  of  othet 
Powers,  however  great.  He  admitted  it  was  im- 
possible at  this  time,  perhaps  it  never  would  be 
desirable  for  thisxrountry  to  establish^ so  extensive 
a  Navy.  Indeed,  he  should  consider  |t  as  mad- 
ne^  in  the  exlreo^  in  this  Government  to  at^ 
tempt  to  provide  a  Navy  capable  td  cope  witR  the^ 
fleeiaof  Gfeat  Britain,  whererer  they  might  be 
met. 

.  Thenext  species  of  naval  power  to  which  he 
would  advert  is  that,  which,  without  advehturing 
into  distant  seas,  and  keeping  generally  in  our 
own  harbors,  and  on.  our  coasts,  would  fan»  compe- 
tent to  beat  6ff  any  squadron  which  might  be  at- 
tempted to  be  permanently  stationed  in  our  wa- 
ters. His  fr iendai  from'  South  CaroFina  (Messrs. 
Cbbvb8  and  Lowndes)  had  satisfactorily  shown 
that,*  to  efiect  this  object^  a  force  equivalent  only 
to  one-third  of  that  whtch  the  maintenance  of 
such  squadron  must  require  woctld  be  sufl^eient. 
'That  if,  for  example,  England  should  determine 
to  statiiMi  permanently  upon  our  coast  a  squadron 
of  twelve  shif>s-of-th«-line.  it  would  require  for 
this  service  thirty-eix  ship's-ofthe-lihe,  one-third 
io  port  repairing,  one-third  on  the  passage,  and 
one  third  on  the  station.  '  But  that  is  9  force 
which  it  ha^  been  shown  that  even  England,  with 
her  boasted  NavV)  could  not  spare  for  the  Ameri- 
can service  whilst  she  is  engaired  in  the  present 
contest*  Mr.  0.  said  he*  was  desirous  of  seeing 
such  a  force  as  he  had  described,  that  is,  about 
twelve  ships'ofthe4ine  and  fifteen  or  twenty  fri- 
gates, provided  for  the  United  8tate«;  hut,  he 
admitted  that  it  was  unattainable  in  the  present 
situation  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  He  con  - 
teftded,  however,  that  it  was  such  as  Congress 
ought  to  set  about  providing,  and  he  hoped,  in 
less  than  ten  years,  tp  see  it  actually  established. 
He  was  far  from  surveying  the  vast  maritime 
power  of  Great  Britain  wita  the  desponding  eye 
with  which  other  gentlemen  beheld  it.  He  could 
ttot  allow  himself  to  be  discouraged,  at  the  pros- 
pect even  of  her  thousand  ships.  This  country 
only  required  reBoltttioft,anda  proper^  exertion  of 


its  immense  resources,  to  command  respect,  and 
to  vindicate  ev^y  essential  Tight.  When  we 
consider  our  remoteness  from  Europe,  the  ex- 
pense, difficulty,  and  perils,  to  which  any  squad- 
ron*^  would  be  ex posedy  stationed  off  our  coasts,  he 
entertained  no  doubt  that  th^  force  to  which  he 
referred  would  ii^sure  the  eemmand  of  our  own 
seas.  Such  a  force  would  avail  itself  of  our  ex- 
pensive seaboard  and.  numerous  harbors,  every- 
where affording  aa]rlums  to  which  it  could  retire 
for  safety  f ifom  a  superior. fleet,  or  from  which  it 
could  issue  for  the  purpose  of  annoyance.  To 
the  opinion  of  his  colleogue,  (Mr.  McKeb,)  who 
appeared  to  think  that  it  was  in  vain  for  us  to 
make  any  struggle  on  the  ocean,  he  would  oppose 
the  sentimenis.of  his  distinguished  connexion,  the 
heroic  Daviess;  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Tippe* 
canoe.    .  .  ^ 

[Here  Mr.  G.  read  certain  parts  of  a  work 
written  by  Golonel. Daviess,  in  which  the  author 
attempts  to  show  that,  as  the  aggressions  upon 
our  commerce  were  not  committed  by  fleets,  but 
by  single  vessels,  they  could  in  the  same  man- 
ner be  best  retaliated;  that  a  force  of  about 
twenty  or.thirty  frigates  would  be  capable  of  in- 
fliciiagj  great  injury  on  English  commerce  by 
picking  up  stragglers,  cutting  off  convoys  and 
seizing  upt^n  every  momeht  of  sii pine n ess ;  and 
that  such  a  force,  with  our  seaports  and  harbors 
well  fortified^  and  aided  by  privateers,  would  be 
really  formidable;  and  would  annoy  the  British 
navy  and  commerce,  lis  the  French  army  was 
assailed  in  Egypt,  tbe  Persian  army  in  Seythia, 
and  the  Roman  army  in  Parthia.] 

The  third  descr}|>tioo  of  force  worthy  of  con- 
stderatton  is,  that  whioh  would  be  able  to  prevent 
ally  single  vessel,  of  ^whatever  metal,  from  en- 
dangering our  whole  coasting  trade,  blocking  up 
ofir  barrors,  or  laying  under  contribution  our 
cities;  a  force  oompbtent  to  putiish  the  insolence 
of  the  coAimander  of  any  single  ship,  and  to  pre- 
serve in  our  own  jurisdiction  the  inviolabrlity  of 
oyr  peace  and  our  laws.  Aibroe  of  this  kind  is 
entirely  within  the  compass  df  our  means  at  this 
timev, '  Is  there  a  reflecting  ilian  in  the  nation 
who  Would  not  charge  Gongress  with  a  culpable 
neglect  of  its  duty,  iff  for  the  want  of  such  a  force, 
a  single  ship  were  tO' bombard  one  of  our  cities? 
Would  not  every  honorable  member  of  this  Gom- 
mittee  inflict  00  himself  the  bitterest  reproaches, 
if,  by  failing  to  make  an  incoo^derable  addition 
to  our  little  gallant  Navy,  a  single  British  ves- 
sel should  place  New  York  under  contribmloo  ? 
Yes,  sir,  when  the  city  is  in  flames,  its  wratched 
inhabitants  begin  to  repent  of  their  neglect  in  not 
providing  engines  aad  wi^er  buckets.  If,  said 
Mr.  G*,  we  are  not  able  to  meet  the  wolves  of  the 
forest,  shall  we  put  up  with  the  barking  of  every 
petty  ficethat  tfips  across  our  way?  Because 
we  cannot  guard  against  ev^y  possible  danger, 
shall  we  provide  against  none?  He  hoped  not. 
He  had  hardly  expected  that  the  instructing  but 
humiliating  le^soa  was  so  soon  to  be  for^^otten 
which  was  taught  us  in  the  murder  of  Pierce  ; 
the  attack  on  the  {Chesapeake ;  and  the  insult  of- 
fered in  the  harbor  of  Gharleston,  which  the  brava 
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old  fellow  that  eommaDcM  the  fort  io  yaip  en* 
deavored  to  chastiife. 

It  was  a  tale  with  Mr.  C,  when  acting  either 
ia  a  pablie  or  pri?ate  character,  to  attempt  noth- 
ing 0M>re  than  what  there  eststed  a  pro&pect'  of 
accoreplishing.  He  was,  therefore,  not  in  favor 
of  entering  Into  any  mad  projecte  on  this  subject ; 
bnt  for  deliberately  and  resolutely  pursuing  what 
he  belicTed  to  be  within  the  power' of  Gtorem- 
ment.  Qentlemen  refer  to  the  period  of  1798, 
and  we  are  reaiinded  of  the  principles  maintain- 
ed by  the  opposition  at  that  tiiQe.  He  had  no 
doubt  of  the  correctness  of  that,  opposition.  The 
naval  schemer  of  that  day  ^ere  premature,  nov 
warranted  by  the  resources  of  the  country,  and 
were  contemplated  for  an  unnecessary  war  into 
which  the  nation  was  about  to  b^  plonged.  He 
always  admired  and  approved  the  zeal  and  abil- 
ity with  which  t%at  opposition  was  conducted  by 
the  distinguished  gentleman  tiow  at  the  head^  of 
the  Treasury.  But' the  state  of  things  is  totally 
altered.  What  was  folly  in  1796  may  be  wisdom 
now.  At  ihat  time,  we  had  a  revenue  only  of, 
about  six  millions.  Our  revenue  now,  upon  a 
supposition .  that  commerce  is  restored,  is  about 
sixteen  millroos.  The  population  of  the  coirotry, 
too,  is  greatly  increased— nearly  doubled— and  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  is,  perhaps,  tripled..  While 
our  ability  to  coast|roct  a  navy  is  thus  enhanced, 
the  necessity  fojr  maritime  proteodon  is  propor^ 
tionately  augmented.  Independent  of  the  exten- 
sion of  our  commerce,  siAce  the  year  1798,  we 
hive  bad  an  addition  of  more  than  &ve  hundred 
miles  to  our  coast,  fVom  the  bay  of  Perdido  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Sabine— a  Wieak  and  defenodesa  ac- 
cession, requiring,  more  thau  any^  other  part  of 
our  maritime  frontier,  the  protectin^garmof  Gor- 
ernment. 

The  groundless  imputation,  that  those  who 
were  friendly  to  a  navy  were  espousing  a  princi- 
ple inimical  to  freedom,  should  not  terrify  him. 
lie  was  not  ashamed  when  in  such  company  as 
the  illustrious  author  of  the^'Notea  on  Virginia,'^ 
whose  opinions  on  the  subject  of  a  navy,  contain- 
ed iu  that  work,  contributed  to  the  formation  of 
his  own«  3ot  the  principle  of  a  navy,  Mr.  C. 
contended,  was  no  longer  open  to  controversy.  It 
was  decided  when  Mr.  Jefierson  came  into  power. 
With  all  the  prejudices  against  a  navy,  which  are 
alleged  by  soioe  to  have  been  then  brought  into 
the  Administration — with  many  honest  prejudi- 
ces, he  admitted-^the  rash  attempt  was  not  made 
to  destroy  the  establishment*  It  wa&  reduced  only 
to  what  was  supposed  to  be  within  the  financial 
capacity  of  the  country.  If,  ten  years  ago,  when 
all  those  prejudices  ifere  to  be  comhatted,  even 
in  time  or  peace,  it  was  deemed  proper  by  the 
then  Administration  to  retain  in  ^rvice  ten  frig- 
ates, be  put  it  to  the  candor  of  gtotiemen  to  say, 
if  now,  when  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  and 
taking  into  view  the  actual  growth  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  acquisition  of  our  coast  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  we  ought  not  to  add  to,  the  Establish- 
ment 1  ^  , 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  bad  hitherto  alluded  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  exposed  situation  of  certain  parts 


of  the  Atlantjc  froi^tier.  While  he  fek  the  deep- 
est solicitude  for  the  safely  of  New  York,  and 
other  cities  on  the  coast,  he  would  be  pardoned 
by  the  Coinmittee  for  referring  to  the  intereats  of 
that  section  of  the  Union  from  which  he  came* 
If,  said  he,  thene  be  a  poiikt  more  than  anv  other 
in  the  United  States. demanding  the  aid  of  nairal 
protection,  that  point  is  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. What  is  the  population  of  the  Weatern 
country,  dependent  upon  this  single  outlet  for  id 
surplus  productions?  Kentucky,  according  to 
the  last  enumeration,'  has  406,511;  Tennessee, 
261,727  j  $nd  Ohio,  230,760.  And;  when  the  pop- 
uhition  of  the  western  parts  of  Virginia  and  Penn- 
^ylvania^  and  the  territories  which  are  drained  by 
the  Mississippi  or  its  watevs,  is  added,  it  will  form 
an  aggregate  equal  to  about  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
population  of  the  United  States,  resting  all  their 
commercial  hopes  npk)n  this  soUtary  vent !  The 
bulky  articles,  of  which  their  surplus  productioi»s 
consist,  can  be  transported  no  other  way.  They 
will  not  bear  the  expense  of  a  carriage  op  the 
Ohio  and  Tennessee,  and  across  the  mountains, 
and  the  circuitous  voyage  Of  the  Lakes  is  out  or 
the  question.  While  moett  other  States  have  the 
option  of  numerous  outlets*  so  that  if  one  be  clotted 
resort  can  be  had  to  others,  this  vast  population 
has  BO  alternative*.  Close  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  th^r  export  trede^is  ^nthiiated.  He 
called  the  attention  of  his  Western  friends,  c^spe- 
cially  his  worthy  Kentucky  friends  (from  whom 
he  felt  himself  with  regret  coostraified  to  difier  on 
this  occasion)  to  the  state  of  the  public  feeling  in 
that  quarter,  while  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi ^  was  withheld  by  Spaing  and  to  the  still 
more  recent  period  when  the  right  of  depot  was 
violated.  The  whole  country  was  in  oommo- 
tion ;  and,  at  the  nod  of  Government,  would  bare 
fallen  on  Baton  Rooge  and  New  Orleans,  and 
punished  the  treachery  of  a  perfidious  Govern- 
ment. Abandon  all  idea  ^  protecting,  by  B(iari- 
time  force,  the  0H)Uth  ofthe  Mississippi,  and  we 
shall  have  the  recurrence  of  many  similar  scenes. 
We  shall  bold  the  inestimable  right  of  the  navi^ 
gation  of  that  riyer  by  the  most  precarious  tenure. 
The  whole  cotamerce  of  the  Mississippi— a  eom- 
merce  that  is  destined  to  be  the  richest  that  was 
ever  borne  by  a  single  stream— is  placed  at  the 
m^rcy  of  a  single  ship  lying  off  the  Balize  ! 
-  Again :  The  convulsions  of  the  new  world,  still 
more,  perhaps,  tbi^n  those  of  Europe,  challenge 
our  atte^ntion.  -  Whether  the  ancient  dynasty  of 
Spain  is  still  to  be  upheld  or  subverted,  it  is  ex- 
tremely unceruin,  if  the  bonds  connecting  the 
parent  country  with  her  colonies  are  not  forever 
broken.  What  is  to  become  of  Cuba?  Will  it 
assert  independence,  or  remain  the  province  of 
some  European  Power  ?  In>  either  case  the  whole 
trade  of  the  Western  country,  which  must  paM 
attnost  within  gtin-shot  of  the  Moro  Castle,  is 
exposed  to  danger.  It  was  not,  however,  of  Cuba 
he  was  afraid.  He  wished  her  independent.  But, 
suppose  Englabd  gets  possession  of  that  valuable 
island  ?  With  C«ba  on  the  south  and  Halifhx 
on  the  north— and  the  consequent ineans  of  favor- 
ing or  annoying  the  coOi  merce  of  partictilar  sec* 
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tlons  of  the  coantry,  he  vaked  if  the  most  atn* 
gmne  anooofr  us^ would  not  tremble  for  the  integ<*> 
rity  of  the  Uaion?  If,  along  with  Cuba,  Great 
Britain  should  acquire  East  Florida,  she  will  bare 
the  absolute  com  maud  of  the  Xlulf  of  Mexico. 
Caa  gentlemen,  particularly  gentiemeti  from  the 
Western  country,  contemplate  such  possible,  nay, 
probable  events,  without  ^desiring  to  see,  at  least 
the  commencement  of  such  a  naval  establishment 
as  would  effectuaHy  protect  the  Miesissippi  ?.  He 
entreated  them  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  de- 
fenceless situation  of  the  Orleans  Territory,  and 
fo  the  nature  of  ito  popolation.  It  is  known  thatj 
while  under  the  Sjpanish  Government,  they  expe- 
rienced the  benent  of  naval  security.  Satisfy 
them  ibat,  under  the  Goverjimeat  of  the  United 
States^  they  will  enjoy  le^s  protection,  and  ybu 
disclose  the  most  fatal  secret.  ' 

The  General  Gd^ernment  receives  annually 
for  the  public  lands  about  $600,000.  One  of  the 
sources  whence  the  Western  people  raifee  this 
sum,  is  the  exportation  of  the  surplus  productions 
of  that  country.  Shut  ^up  the  Mississippi  and 
this  source  is,  in  a  great  measure^  dried  up.  Bttt, 
aiippose  this  Government  to  look  upon  the  occlu* 
sion  of  t)ie  Mississippi,  without  making  an  ciBfort 
on  that  element,  where  alone  it  could  be  made 
successfully,  to  remove  the  blockading  force,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  be  vigorously  pressing  pay- 
Bienl  for  the  public  lands ;  he  shuddered  at  the 
consequences.  Deep-rooted  as  he  knew  the  af- 
fections of  the  Western  people  to  be  to  the  Union, 
(and  he  would  not  admit  their  patriotism  to  be 
surpassed  by  any  other  quarter  of  the  country,)  if 
auch  a  stale  of  things  were  to  last  any  considera- 
ble time,  he  should  seriously  apprehend  a  with- 
drawal of  theii'  confidence.  Nor,  sir  oould  we 
derive  any  apology  for  the  failure  to  afford  them 
pnrotection  from  me  want  of  the  material  for  na« 
val  architecture.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  articles 
entering  into  the  constructton  of  a  navy — iron, 
hemp,  timber,  pitch,  abound  in  the  greatest  quaa- 
thies  on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi.  Ken- 
tucky alene,  he  had  no  doubt,  raised  hemp  enough 
the  last  year  for  the  whole  consumption  of  the 
United  States. 

If,  as  he  coneeividd,  gentlemen  had  been  unsuc* 
eeasfnl  in  sbowinc  that  the  downfall  of  maritime 
nations  was  ascribable  to  their  navies,  they  had 
been  more  fortunate  in  showing,  by  the  instances 
to  which  they  bad  referred,  that,  without  a  ma- 
rine, no  foreign  commerce  could  exist  to  any  ex- 
tent, it  is  the  appropriate,  the  naturfl  (if  the 
term  be  allowable)  protection  of  foreign  oom- 
meirce*  The  shepherd  and  his  faithful  dog  iire 
Boi  more  necessary  to  guard  the  flocks  that 
browse  and  gambol  on  the  neighboring-mountain. 
He  considered  the  prosperity  of  foreign  com- 
merce indissolubly  allied  to  marine  power.  Ne- 
glect to  provide  the  one,  and  you  must  abandon 
the  other.  Suppose- the  expected  war  with  Engw 
land  is  commenced,  you  enter  and  subjugate  Can- 
Mla,  and  she  still  refuses  to  do  you  justice,  what 
other  possible  mode  will  remain  to  operate  on  the 
enemy  but  upon  that  element. wii ere  you  can  then 
>done  come  in  eonuet  wilh  him  1    And  if  yoo  ^o 


npt  prepare  to  protect  there  your  own  commerce 
and  %o  assail  his,  will  he  not  sweep  from  the  ocean 
every  vessel  bearing  your  fiag,  and  destroy  even 
the  coasting  trade  f  But,  from  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen,  it  would  seem  to  be  questioned  if  for«> 
eign  commerce  is  worth  the  kind  of  protection 
i|»isted  upon.  What  is  this  foreign  .commerce 
that  has  suddenly  becootie  so  inconsiderable?  ^  It 
has,  with  very  trifling  aid  from  other  aources,  de^ 
frayed  the  expenses  ofGovernnient  ever  since 
the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution — main-* 
tained  an  expensWe  apd  successful  war  with  the 
Indians— a  war  wi^  the  Barbary  Powers — a  quasi 
war  with  France— sustained  tlie  charges^of  sup- 
pressing two  insurrections,  and  extinguished  up- 
ward of  forty-six  miliiops  ol  the  public  debt !  la 
revenue  it  has,  since  the  ye^r.  1789,  yielded  one 
hundred  and  ninety-one  millions  of  dollars.  Da- 
ring the  first  foup  years  after  the  ccHnmencekaept 
of  the  present  Grovernment,  the  revenue  averaged 
only  abojit  tiHfo  millions  annually— during  a  sub- 
sequent peHod  i>f  four  years  it  rose  ta  an  average 
of  fifteen  millions  annually,  or  became  equivalent 
to  a  capital  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
dollars,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  c^U  per  annum. 
And,  if  our  commerce  is  re-established,  it  will,  in 
the  course  of  time,  net  a  sum  lor  Which  wa  are 
scarcely  furnished  with 'figures  in  arithmetic. — 
"f  aking  ihe  average  of  the  last  aitie  years  (com- 
prehending, of  course,  ih^  seaaon  of  theemMrgo) 
our  exports  averaged  lip  ward  of  thiriy-seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  capital  of 
upward  of  six  hundred  millions  of  dollars  at  six 
per  cent,  interest,  all  of  which  mlist  be  lost  in  a 
destructloQ  of  Cbreign  commerce.  In  the  abaa^ 
donment  of  that  commerce  is  aUa  involved  the 
sacrifice  .of  our  brave  tars,,  who  have  engaged  in 
the  pursuit,  .from  which  they  derive  subsistence^ 
under  confidence  that  the  Government  will  afford 
them  that  just  protection  which  is  due  to  all. 
They  will  lie  driven  iato  foreign  employment,  for 
it  is  in  vain  to  expect  tbati^ey  viU  renounce  the 
habits  of  their  life. 

The  spirit  of  commercial  enterprise  so  strongly 
depicted  by  the  eesjileman  from  New  Yorli,(Mr. 
MiTCBiLL,)  is  diffused  throuchout  the  country.  It 
is  a.  passion  as.  unconquerabfe  as  any  with  which 
nature  has  endowed  us»  Tou  may  attempt  ta 
regulate— you  cannot  destroy  it.  It  exhibits  itself 
as  Well  on  the  waters  ofthe  Western  couutry,  as 
on  the  waters  and  shores  of  the  Atlantic.  Mr.  C. 
had  heard  of  a  ves&el  built  at  Pittsburg,  having 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  entered  a  European  port 
(be  believed  that  of  Leghorn.)  The. master  of 
the  vessel  laid  his  papers  before  the  proper  cus- 
tom-house,^  which,  of  course,  stated  the  place  of 
her  departure.  'The  officer  boldly  denied  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  Americiln  poet  as  Pittsburg, 
and  threatened  a  seizure  of  the  vessel,  as  being 
furnished  with  forged  paper's.  The  affrighted 
master  procured  a  map  of  the  ifnited  States,  and, 
pointing  out  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  took  the  officer 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi — traced  the  course 
of  the  Mississippi,  mocelhan  a  thousand  miles,  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  conducting  him  stili 
a  thousand  i]aiie^  higher,  to  the  junction  of  the 
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AMt^mjMwd  Mwioagihfto    ihmt,  he 
c^  ffsW*  Pki»lM»i^  the  port  ffoa  wbiek  I  ttiied ! 
The  c—iBM  hPMt  otffeer,  prior  U  the  prodactioa 
of  this  evideaee,  wostd  u  coob  have  briirTcd , 
ffau  the  trcaftd  hsi  pfribn»r<  a  vofife  Dcoai  the 


la  Miveriof  the  aeatimests  he  hai  expreaed. 
If  r.  C«  eoati^rreJ  himself  as  coolbrauag  to  a  «- 
eied  Coastitotioaal  tetf.  Whea  the  power  to 
wrowide  a  aavf  was  confided  to  Coagrcsi^  it  OMst ' 
haveheea  the  iateatioa  of  theCooTeatioo  tosoh- 
wit  oolf  to  the  disefetioa  oi  that  bodj  the  period 
whea  that  power  shoafd  he  ezeretsed.    That  pe- 


Sooth  C^rotiaa  had 

aow  asked  iowacd  hoildiag  thtf  oary  ' 

iafeoded  as  the  h^^waiaf  of  the  hoii  cji 

■me  voold  be  calkd  lor  hcsealicr.    He 

Tcrf  well  this  was  the  tatfdtd  eoone.    It  < 

little  extraordiaarj,  said  Mr.  S^  to  fiod  {^ 

(foai  Keatackf,  patroaiziaf  this  aavy 

while  the  laige  shippia^  aaii 

of  Peaosylraoia  doci  aoc  waat  this  alleged  peo- 

teetioB  of  coaMaeice  hot  icallj  the  ■yhiar  of 


Mr.  MrrcBiLL  a^de  sone  additjaeal 
tioBs,  chiefly  oo  the  great  resooQces  of  this 


riod  had.  ia  his  opiaioa«  arriirod.  at  least  for  mah* '  try  for  ship^mildia^  which  he  ezhihiied  io  the 
tag  a  rcspceiaUe  brgiJiaiaf.  Aad,  while  he  dfs- 1  most  coiDpreheasiTe  way,  showiag  that  eyeiy 
ekirgcd  what  he  cooceived  to  be  his  doty,  he :  material  o^  ahoot  a  ship  coold  be  obiaiBed 
derired  great  pteasore  from  the  leflectioa  tluit  he  ,  wiibta  «Mirwlvesia  the  greatest  a hoadaaee. 
was  sopportiog  a  mcasore  calcaUted  to  impart  i  Mr.  Boto  had  heard  a  great  deal  said  io  frvac 
additioml  streo^  to  oor  happy  Unioa«  Direr- ;  of  golag  iato  the  esublisiuDeat  of  this  oary  ;  he 
sified  as  are  the  iateresu  of  iu  Tanoos  peru,  how  >  wished  to  offer  a  few  reamrks  against  this  ptojecC 
admirably  do  they  biesd  together  and  barmooize!  f  He  bad  heard  theory  oa  theory,  aad  calcslaiiao 
We  hare  ooly  to  makea  proper  ase  of  the  booDties  1  oo  ealcobtioa;  hot,  oothiag  that  he  had' 


spread  before  os,  to  reader  os  prosperoos  aod  pov- ;  cooTinced  him  of  the  policy  of  boildiag  a  aary 

^     '  i  DaTT,asbehadeooteDdedfor,  will  I  f 
form  a  oew  b«nid  of  cooaeijuon  between   the ! ' 


erfaL    Soch  a  nary,  as  be  I 


eooteoded  for,  will  {  larger  than  we  have, -especially  at  the  preaeot 
'  lime ;  he  kaew,  indeed,  that  wecoold  aerer  boild 
Slates,  coneentratiag  their  hopes,  their  interests,  I  a  navy  to  cope  with  Great  Britaia. 
aod  their  sfliBeiions.  (      Instead  of  hearing  ao  mocb  said  abovt  tktoi 

He  eoiMloded  by  ttiqairing  o(  the  ehairman  of 


the  Naval  Committee,  if  there  were  seasoned  tim- 
ber 00  haod,  to  eaable  him  to  jodge  whether  it 
was  best  now  to  vote  for  immediately  boildiag 
sooM  addilioaal  frigates,  or  to  provide  the  reqois- 
ite  materials'? 

Mr,  CmtwtM  eoald  only  repeat  the  informatioa 
which  he  had  already  given  to  the  Committee, 
that  soilable  timber  coold  be  obtainol  for  these 
frigates,  thotigh  it  be  not  oa  haod,  except  some  of 
the  large  pieces  reqoired.  Aod,  as  to  the  expense 
of  these  vessels,  it  is  estimated  at  ooo  million 
three  hnadred  tooosaod  dollars. 

The  sttbjeet  had  been  so  ably  argaed  by  bis 
friends,  that  be  woald  not  intrade  longer  on  th> 
Committee  than  to  police  one  ctrcumstanae. 
Gentlemen  have  been  alarmed  by  a  project  from 
the  Saeretary  of  the  Trea«uryi  proposing  ways 
aod  maans  for  the  present  crisis.  But  if  gentle- 
men be  satisfied,  as  be  trusted  tbey  were,  that  a 
moderate  increase  of  our  Navy  Establishment  is 
tzpedient,  this  letter  of  tbe  Seetetary  oogbt  to 
hare  no  effect  upon  them ;  for,  while  Confess 
can  raite  a  land  fo/ce  of  85.000  men,  they  can 
iorelv  afford  to  appropriate  tbe  comparatively 
small  sum  a»ked  for  onaccoont  of  the  Navy. 
But,  gentlemen  say  thit  is  tbe  way  schemes  ate 
Axed  upon  tbe  natiOB,  bv  makino  one  appropria- 
tion that  another  may  follow.  No  deception,  said 
Mr.  C,  bad  been  used  in  tl^is  business.  The  case 
bad  bean  (airly  stated,  and  tbe  question  is  put, 
Will  you  cut  on  the  right  arm  of  your  nation,  by 
putting  down  tbe  Navy?  If  gentlemen  please, 
they  can  do  it ;  bat  he  wished  it  might  not  be 
done  on  account  o(  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasu* 
ry's  letter.  The  nation  is,  doubtless,  equal  to  the 
crisis;  aod  it  is  to  be  hoped  members  will  not 
shrink  from  a  performance  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  Smilis  observed,  that  the  gentiemaQ  from  J 


ing  mooey  away  opon  a  navy,  he  shoold  like  to 
hear  something  ahoot  the  eneoorageaaeot  ao4 
protectioo  of  our  iafont  maaofoctories,  which  Jie 
thooght  of  greater  importance  to  the  covotrj 
than  boilding  ships ;  for,  if  they  are  properly  es* 
cooraged,  they  will  make  everytbiag  we  waoc, 
and  by  drawing  over  emigraau  from  other  com- 
tries,  aad  thos  increasing  oar  popolatioo,  thej 
will  consume  a  great  part  of  our  soirplos  prodoce, 
so  that  foreign  trade  would  be  less  an  objecL  Too 
little  attention,  he  thought,  was  paid  to  this  avh- 
jeet.  This  would  be  a  peaceitil  coarse;  mano* 
foctores  might  be  carried  to  any  eitent,  withooK 
running  the  risk  of  war;  not  so  with  for^gn  coca* 
merce,  the  more  it  i^  extended,  the  more  diflieol- 
ties  tbe  country  is  involved  in.  He  was  in  fitvor 
of  the  peaceful  course,  and  consequently  agaiost 
a  large  permanent  naral  establishment. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  before  the  question  was  takea, 
he  would  add  a  few  other  remarks.  He  had  al- 
ways been  in  favor  of  protecting  commerce;  hot 
he  could  not  consent  to  protect  it  in  the  maoaer 
now  proposed.  We  bare, said  he,  voted  millioos 
for  tbe  fortifications  on  our  seacoast,  and  for 
building  gunboats  for  the  protection  of  our  coasts 
and  ports  and  harbors.^  But  gentlemen  now  say, 
these  are  not  sufficient,  give  us  a  fleet— not  to 
meet  our  enemy  at  sea,  nor  to  protect  our  com- 
merce in  our- waters,  but  to  protect  our  coasts  and 
harbors,  he  supposed,  to  be  alongside  our  fortifica- 
tions. 

He  was  surprised  to  bear  a  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (th^  Speaker)  express  a  desire  for  ships 
of  war  to  protect  tbe^  interests  of  tbe  Western 
country.  He  knew  of  no  use  they  would  be  of 
there,  except  they  meant  to  use  them  agaiost  tho 
Indians. 

And,  as  tO  New  Orleans,  it  is  <kfended  so  well 
by  nature,  that  no  foreign  Power  caa  annoy  ii 
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Tfie  upper  coantrjr  will  always  maintaiD  it.  Be- 
sides, u  any  foreign  nation  were  to  attempt  to 
take  it,  Ihey  would  repent  of  ft,  for  the  country 
would"  prdve  a  grare  to  them.  We  have,  unfer- 
tonately,bad  cause  to  repent  of  bavios^  kept  a  body 
of  troops  there.  The  mortality  amo2g  them  was 
distressing  to  humanity.  As  to  the  people  of  Coba, 
he  did  not  believe  they  had  any  more  intention 
to  injure  us,  than  we  therb.  pe  Jsaw  no*  necessi- 
ty, therefore,  for  vessels  of  war  to  guard  against 
danger  from  that  quarter.  If  we  could  trade  with 
each  other,  it  wbuld  be  very  welt. 

We  are  told,  said  he,  that  we  have  no  force  t6 
resist  a  seventy-four  gunship.  And  would  the 
frigates  proposed  to  be  built  be  able  to  do  it  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  If  we  wish  to  make  a  great  effort,  let 
Qs  mnke  an  appropriation  for  three  or  four  large 
ifhips,  equal  to  any  in  the  British  service,  soaa  to 
be  able  to  match  them;  but,  at  present,  he  was 
aot  for  voting  any  money  for  this  pnrpose. 

Qentlemen  tell  us,  said  Mr.  R.,  because  our  rev- 
enue is  drawn  from  commerce,  a  navy  ought  to 
be  built  to  pirotect  commerce.    It  is  troe  that  the 
(       revenue  is  collected  from  commerc^;  but  who 
pays  the  tax  ?    The  people,  to  be  sure.    If  we 
,       could  get  a  revenue  that  was  not  paid  by  the  peo- 
^      pie  at  larffe,  but  by  the  merchants  alone,  then 
j       there  would  be  some  ground  for  calling  upon  the 
J       people  to  assist  in  protecting  their  commerce.  But 
.       as  long  as  the  people  are  to  pay  the  taxes,  it  mat- 
I       ters  not  much  from  what  sources  they  are  drawn. 
^  Mr.  Blackledoe  said:  I  had  no  intention  of 

^       taking  up  the  time  of  the  Cqmmrttee  a  single  mo- 
ment  with  any  remarks  of  mine  upon  the  subject 
under  consideration  when  I  entered  the  House 
I       this  morning.     It  has  already  be^n  discussed  with 
^       an  ability  which  does  honor  to  the  gentlemen 
^       who  have  spoken  on  both  sides,  and'  my  mind 
I       was  made  op  to  vote  in  favor  of  every  section  of 
the  bill  except  the  one  now  under  consideration. 
My  'objection  to  this  section  does  not  arise  from 
aa   aversion  to  increasing  our  N^val  Establish- 
ment, but  from  a  conviction,  arising  from  all  the 
views  I  have  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject,  that 
•or  resources  can  be  applied  to  increase  \%  in  a 
much  belter  way.    Where,  sir.  is  the  timber  of 
which  it  is  contemplated  to  build  these  ten  frig- 
ates?   The  report,  which  accompanied  the  bill 
docs  not  inform  us,  and  the  very  able  chairman 
of  the  committee  who  made  the  report  has  this 
day  told  us,  (what  from  the  silenCe  of  the  report 
on  this  subject  I  had  before  inferred,)  that  we 
have  not  the  timber  for  them  on  band,  but  that 
from  sources  deemed  worthy  of  credit  he  has  un- 
derstood that  timber  for  ten  frigates  is  procurable 
iofficiently  seasoned,  and  of  quality  that  will 
answer  very  well,  except  some  of  the  largest 
^eces  necessary  for  constructing  such  ships. — 
'        What  is  the  name  or  description  of  these  larger 
.        pieces  of  timber  the  worthy  chairman  has  not 
I        informed  us,  but  from  the  little  knowledge  I  have 
I        of  shipKbuilding  cannot  be  much  at  a  loss  in  de- 
termining that  they  must  be  the  sterns,  sternposts, 
I        keels,  keelsons,  and  beams.    These  it  seems  we 
.       neither  have  on  hand,  nor  can  procure  from  pri- 
vate ship-yards;  of  course  we  shall  either  not  be 


"ahle  to  build  these  fri^tes  in  several  years,  dr  we 
tckmx  build  of  materials  not  well  seasoned,  and 
which  must  insure  their  speedy  decay.  What 
should  we  think  of  a  man  who,  in  erecting  an 
expensive  and  el^nt  hduse,  should  employ  green 
sills,  sleepers,  and  corner  posts,  but  be  very  par- 
ticular in  selecting  timber  of  the  first  quality  for 
all  the  rest  of.  the  building?  Sir,  he  would  find 
to  his  c^ost,  as  we  in  keeping  up  our  old  frigates 
have  found  to  ours,  that  the  expense  of  repairs 
would  be  so  enormous  as  to  create  doubts  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  better  to  build  a  new  hodse 
than  attempt  to  repair  the  old  halk.  Then  ad- 
mjtting  the  information  given  us  ,by  the  chair* 
noiain  has  been  derived  from  sources  worthy  of 
credit,  Icertainiy^  would  not  agree  to  vote  in 
favor  of  this  section  and  saddle  upon  the  nation 
a  parcel  of  ships  patched  op  of  seasoned  and  un- 
seasoned timber.  But  is  it  not  extremely  prob- 
able that  this  information  has  been  deriv^from 
interested  sources;  that  is,  from  persons  who, 
having  ship^timber  ou  band,  are  likely,  under  ttie 
present  aspect  of  affairs,  to  find  it  more  their  in- 
terest to  sell'the  timber  to  the  public  than  employ 
it  in  building  ve$sels  for  their  own  use  ?  From 
the  very  nature  of  it,  I  cannot  but  believe  this  to 
be  the  case ;  for.  as  the  Government  had  not  the 
timber  of  their  own,  of  whom  would  they  have 
inquired 'to  know  whether  they  could  be  supplied 
with  the  timber  of  suitable  quality?  Certainly  of 
the  large  ship- builders,  who,  from  the  considera- 
tions I  have  just  mentioned,  would  no  doubt  be 
induced  to  wish  to  make  a  sale  of  their  timher, 
rathep  than  build  it  intp  vessels  for  their  own  ac- 
count. We  are  informed  by  iher  report  which 
accompanies  the  bill  that  it  will  cost  about  one 
million  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  build 
and  completely  fit  ten  frigates  averaging  thirtv- 
eight  guns ;  but  of  this  sum  we  iire  told  it  rs  only 
proposed  to  appropriate  one  million  of  doUars  at 
this  time,  and  that  it  will  be  time  enough  at  the 
end  of  some  futui^e  session  to  appropriate  the 
other  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars.'  From 
the  same  report  we  learn  that  the  whole  cost  of  a 
seveuty-four  gunship  wiU  he  about  three  hondeed 
and  thirty-three  thousand  dollars,  and  that  we 
have  the  timber  and  cannon  on  hand  for  fbarat 
least. 

The  whole  cost  of  four  seVeinty  foors  then,  a«- 
cording  to  the  report,  would  be  one  million  three 
hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  (1,382,000)  dol- 
lars, but  dedoeting  the  cost  of  the  timber  and 
cannon  already  on  hand,  which  canaot  be  jess 
than  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dol* 
lars,  it  appears  that  we  can  by  An  appropiation  of 
one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  fbr- 
nisbed  with  four  ships  of  seventy-four  guns  in 
course  of  the  present  year;  or.  if  it  should  not  be 
wished  to  finish  them,  but  only  to  advance  to- 
ward9  completing  them  in  the  proportion  whieh 
is  contemplated  for  the  frigates,  it  will  then  re- 
quire but  about  seven  hundred  and  eighty-throe 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  four  se  venter- 
fours  in  the  course  of  the  present  year;  in  faet  it 
would  not  require  so  laige  a  sqm^as  we  have  the 
timbec  alreidy  by  us.    Besides,  when  built,  ad- 
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mitUng  the  friffttes  to  average  but  thirty-six 
guns,  it  appears  from  the  Secretary's  report  they 
will  cost  us  annually  to  keep  the  ten  in  service 
one  Tnillion  tweotv  thousand  "doUigrs,  when  four 
seventy -fours  would  cost  but  eight  hundred  aniJ 
forty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
dollars,  making  a  difference  of  near  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a  year  in  our  expenses.  Let  us 
build  which  we  may,  our  object  kio  employ  them 
against  an  enemy  vastly  our  superior  upon  the 
ocean,  and  who  will  no  doubt  do  his  utmost  to 
keep  tbem  blockaded  in  oar  ports,  or  capture  them 
if  they  get  to  sea.  We  ought  tnen,  I  think,  ua- 
questioaabiy  to  vest  our  resources  in  that  species 
of  force  -most  IHiely  to  enable  us  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  disasters  which  must  frequently  be- 
iail  any  blockading  squadron  upon  our  coast. 
Add  ibur  aeveoty'fours  at  once  to  the  ten  frigates 
we  ahready  have,  and  independent  of  the  appal  it 
will  i>roduce  upon  ouf  enemy,  evincing  a  deter- 
mination  to  meet  him  as  early  as  possible  upon- 
his  own  element,  we  shall  put  him  to  double  the 
expense  in  this  blockading  squadron?  which  he 
would  feel  any  necessity  to  be  at  in  keeping 
twenty  fri^tes  shut  up  in  our  ports.. 

The  objects  of  our  preparations  for  war  by 
land  are  to  garrison  our  forts,  and  wrest  from  the 
enemv  his  Canadian  possessions,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved bv  all  that  they  are  commensurate  to  the 
end,  ancl  that  in  the  course  of  the  first  year  we 
shall  At  least  be  able  to  get  possession  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  all  that  part  of  the  country  furnish- 
ing either  timber  or  provisions  for  exportation. 
To  this  purpose  I  8|pree  that  it  is  proper  to  direct 
the  eneigies^of  the  nation  at  the  outset.  But  tliese 
provinces,  except  for  the  pur|x>se  of  some  supr 
plies  for  her  West  India  Islands  and  her  fleets  in 
our  seas,  it  is  known  are  not  of  much  importance 
to  her.  Admit,  then,  that  we  have  Uken  them,  all 
we  have  gained  worth  speaking  of  is  in  the  addi- 
tional expense  and  trouble  we  shall  have  thrown 
upon  our  enemy  in  supplying  her  blockading 
squadrons^  This  is  surely  an  important  point, 
but  by  nb  means  sufficiently  so,  I  fear,  to  bring 
her  to  a  sense  of  justice  towards  us  if  we  there 
stop.  An  increase  of  our  Naval  Establish ment  is 
also  an^tbcf  essential  link  in  our  chain  of  prepa- 
rations. That  increase  should  be  made  in  the 
way' most  likely  to  endanger  the  enemy's  com- 
•merce  and  a^uadronsin  our  seas.  These  squadrons 
we  know  wiH  consist  not  of  frigates  alone,  but  of 
sbipa-of-the-line  to  cone  in  aid  of  their  frigates 
in  the  case  of  need.  They  know  the  gSlant 
commaadecs  of  our  frigate  will  never  surrender 
them  to  ships  of  equal  force,  and,  therefore,  as  in 
the  oasa  of  the  dastardly  attack  of  the  Leopard 
upon  the  Gheeapeake,  they  will  take  care  to  have 
ships^f-the-line  to  aid  their  quick  sailing  frigates. 
We  jDUst  do  the  same,  or  our  frigate  when  built 
will  be  of  but  little  use,  for  though  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  either  a  Decatur  or  a  Rodgers  would 
sarrender  their  frigates'  to  anv  seventy-four  in 
the  British  navy,  as  long  as  they  could  be  kept 
afloat,  yet  no  man  acquainted  with  the  relative 
force  of  the  t^o  ships  can  hesitate  in  declaring 
that  the  frigates  must  ultiojiately  go  to  the  bot- 


tom or  be  capturedf  Of  the  brarery,  skill,  and 
enterprise  of  our  seamen,  no  man  can  doubt. 
Give  them  ships  any  way  equal  to  theit^  enemy, 
and  my  life  upon  it  we  never  lose  one  but  at  a 
cost  to  the  enemy  which  shall  make  him  repent 
the  contest.  For  the  seventy-fours  we  have  the 
timber  ready,  of  the  finest  quality,  ^nd  in  the 
best  possible  state  of  preparation;  it" will  cost 
less  to  build  them  and  less  to. keep  (hem  in  ser- 
vice, and  when  built,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  de- 
claring it  as  my  firm  belief,  that  they  will  pro- 
duce a, much  more  powerful  effect  upon  the  enemy 
than  the  frigates.  I  shall  therefore  vote  aninst 
this  section,  but  shall  do  it  under  a  hope  ot  bav« 
tng  a  section'  substituted,  authorizing  the  build- 
ing four  seventy-fours. 

Our  experience  for  years  past  proves  that  we 
have; nothing  to  hope  for  froni  negotiation.  It 
proves  more,  for.it  shows  that'  a  failure  to  resent 
Dy  vvar  .one  invasion  of  our  rights  has  led  to 
another;  that.a  faili^ireto  resent  by  war  an  inva- 
sion of  our  rights  by  one  of  the  belligerents  has 
served  as  a  pretext  for  a  similar  or  a  more  flagrant 
violation  by  the  other.  Oi^r  love  of  peace  then 
must  either  give  way  to  necessity,  or  chain  us  in 
submissioa  at  the  feet  of  our  insolent  t>ppressors. 
Great  Britain,  by  her  Orders  in  Council,  forbids 
our  carryioff  the  produce  of  our  soil  to  any  mar- 
ket from  whence  her  products  are  excluded — 
thus,  in  fact,  asswuiug  and  exercising  the  right 
to  regulate  our  comnierce'as  before  our  Revolu- 
tion. By  her  practice  of  impressment,  she  has 
already  lorced  into  service  thousands  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  compelled  them  to  Qght  her  battles. 
What  have  we  gained,  or  what  has  ^he  lost  by 
the  blood  and  treasure  expended  by  our  ancestors 
in  the  glorious  struggle  which  achieved  our  in- 
dependence, if  we  submit  tO'  the  pretensions  now 
set  up  by  the  very  nation  from  whom  they  ob- 
tained it  ?  Will  it  be  any  consolation  to  our  sea- 
faring brethren  to  teU  them  that  they  enjoy  the 
glorious  privilege  of  electing  men  to  represent 
leni  and  guard  their  interests  in  the  great  coun- 
cils of  the  nation,  when,  they  see  that  their  Rep- 
resentatives sqffer  them  to  be  ensUved  by  any 
foreign  Power,  and  their  families  thrown  into 
distress  and  upon  the  bounty  of  their  friends  or 
the  parish  t  .Will  it  be  any  consolation  to  the 
agriculturist  or  merchant  to  know  that  he  also 
enjoys  the  privilege  of  sending  men  to  represent 
him  here,  when  they  see  that  these  Representa- 
tives have  surrendered  to  any  nation  whatever 
the  right  of  directing  to  what  ports  or  places,  and 
under  what  conditions,  the  products  of  our  soU 
shall  be  carried  for  a  market?  It  certainly  can- 
noi.  They  will  see  at  once  that  they  had  better 
rid  themselves  of  the  expense  of  their  own  Gov- 
,ernment,  afid  rely  entirely  upon  some  Govern- 
ment for  a  protection  of  their  rights.  Rather 
than  submit  to  pretensions  so  degrading  to  our 
national  honor,  and  which,  if  submitted  to,  must 
lead  to  consequences  so  destructive  both  to  the 
agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  the  na- 
tion,. L  do  not  hesitate  to  prefer  war;  and  am 
happy  to  find  from  the  vast  majority  in  favor  of 
I  the  measures  heretofore  tinder  discussion  pre* 
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paratory  for  the  contest,  that  so  large  a  portion 
of  this  House  are  of  the  same  opinion.  The  only, 
Of ,  at  leasty  bv  far  the  greatest,  cause  of  regret- 
with  me  is,  that  there  should  be  one  among  us 
opposed  to  the  measure.  To  those  who  are  op- 
pose^  to  every  preparation  for  war  from  a  belief 
that  in  a  victory  over  Great  Britain  th^y  see  our 
own  downfall  through  the  augmented  power  of 
^er  enemy,  the  Emperor  of  France,  I  have  noth- 
ing to  say  further  than  that  if  I  agreed  with  them 
in  opinion,  I  would  at  once  sUbmit  H  proposition 
to  join  Great  Britain  in  the  struggle.  I  should 
do  this  as  a  more  honorable  course  than  that  of 
suffering  her  to  force  our  men  ^nd  our  money 
into  her  service  in  the  way  she  is  now  doing 
through  her  Orders  in  Council  and  practice  ^ 
Impressment.  To  those  who  are  opposed  to  war 
because  we  have  not  already  a  navy  ^Marge 
.enough  to  enable  us  lo  liold  the  balance  between 
the  two  great  contending  Powers  of  Europe,'^  and 
who  assert,  as  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Con- 
neeticut  (Mr.  La#)  did  yesterday,  (who  I  am 
sorry  to  see  is  ifot  now  in  his  place,)  ^  that  by 
neglecting  our  navy  we  had  left  ourselves  in  a 
situation  not  to  be  able  to  enlbroe  our  rights,"  I 
will  only  reply  by  reminding  the^n  that  our  an- 
cestors with  little  more  than  one-third  of  our 
population,  and  not  the  twentieth  part  of  our 
advantages  and  resources,  compelled  the  same 
nation  to  do  us  justice,  and  acknowledge  our  i(i>> 
dependeflce,  thiriy  years  ago.  Why,  then,  should 
we  now  despoad  f  I  really  can  see  no  good  catlse 
for  despondence,  but  from  dissensions  among 
ourselves.  United,  we  are  capable  of  resisting 
and  of  enforcing  our  rights  against  the  combined 
Powers  of  the  earth.  Divided,  we  may  fall  an 
easy  prey  to  any  petty  Pdwer  disposed  to  join 
one  party  in  its  attempts'  no  overcome  the  other. 
And  I  cannot  but  believe  that  it  is  to  the  unhappy 
parly  spirit  at  present,  and  for  years  past,  pre- 
vailing aniong  us^  that  we  ow«  the  atceinpt  of 
Great  Britain  agam  to  place  us  in  the  raOst  ab- 
ject state  •f  colonization.  Stirely,  sir,  when  the 
|[entleman  from  Connecticut  hazarded  the  opin- 
ion, that  *^  if  our  Naval  fiUtabiishment  had  been 

*  fostered  ffom  its  foundation  twelve  or  fifteen 
^  years  ago  we  should  now  have  had  a  navy  suf- 

*  ficientiy  formidable  to  have  held  the  balance 
^  between  France  aad  England,"  he  had  forgot- 

.ten  the  recent  fate  of  Copeokageh  ]  he  could  not 
have  recollected  the  character  of  the  English  na- 
tion, as  evinced  in  her  history  for  at  leasta  ceta- 
tfUry  past.  She  believes  that  not  only  the  safety 
of  her  colonies  abroad,  but  that  her  very  exist- 
ence as  an  independent  nation  depends  upon  her 
naval  su^riority.  The  very  instant  she  has  dis- 
covered any  of  her  neighbors  likely  to  rival  her 
in  this  point,  sh»  has  made  war  upon  them. 
Upon  what  ^ood  ground  then  does  the  gentleman 
found  his  opinion  that  we  should  have  been  suf- 
fered to  raise  a  naval  force  sutficieritly  formida- 
ble to  have  held  the  balance  between  these  two 
oreat  rival  Powers  ?  A  naval  force  sufficiently 
Urge  to  have  answered  this  purpose,  must  hav<^ 
been  at  least  equal  to  thai  of  ine  Danes  at  the 
time  they  were  Copenhagen ed ;  which,  as  well 


as  I  recollect,  consisted  of  forty-five  op  fOrty-sir 
sail  in  the  whole,  of  which  ten  to  fifteen  were 
ships-of-the-line,  about  as  many  frigates,  and  the 
balance  smaller  vessels  of  various  descriptions. 
What  i-eason  can  we  have  to  suppose  that  with 
sneh  a  navy  as  this,  in  the  neighborhood  of  her 
valuable  West  India  colonies,  we  should  not  have 
ahari^d  the  same  fate?  The  Danes  had  commit- 
ted no  offence.  A  solemn  Treaty  of  Amity,  Com- 
merce, and  Navigation,  existed  between  them 
and  the  English.  But  it  was  suspected  that  thej 
were  under  French  influence,  and  that  their 
navy  was  about  to  be  thrown  into  the  scale 
against  them.  Aad  pray  have  not  half  our  pub- 
lic papers  been  charging  our  Administration  iot 
years  with  being  Cinder  French  influence;  nay, 
have  not  even  members  of  this  House,  as  well  as 
of  the  other,  branch  of  the  Legislature,  publicly 
made  the  san^e  charge?  As  like  causes  produce 
like  effects,  I  caa  see  no  good  reason  for  believing 
we  should  not  have  shared  the  same  fate  with 
the  Danesl  It  is  certainly  true,  that  since  Mr. 
Jefferson  came  into  power,  nothing  has  been  done 
to  increase  the  nav$l  strength  of  the  nation  fur- 
ther than  to  build  a  number  of  gunboats  ior  the 
defence '^nd  protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors; 
but  it  is  equally  (rue  that  neither  he  nor  his  suc- 
cessor hav6  ever  either  recommended  or  signed 
an  act  for  the  reduction  of  the  Navy.  The  act 
authorizing  the  sale  of  all  the  ships  or  war  which 
we  had  in  1798  and  1799,  except  twelve  or  thir- 
teen of  the  frigates,  was  si|^aed  by  Mn  Adams 
before  he  went  out  of  office ;  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  lie  acted  wisely  in  so  doins :  he  knew  best 
the  materials  of  which  tl^ey  had  oeen  bnilt.  and 
was  of  course  the  best  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
selling  or  retaining  them. 

From^  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration,  the  navy  has  been  kept'at  about 
the  rate  it  stood  at 'Whea  he  came  into  office. 
The  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  piratical 
States  of  Barbary,  1  have  always  believed,  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  keep  on^  ot  -about  this  size. 
Experience  in  tne  w^f  with  Tripoli  has  shown 
that  for  these  purposes  it  was  not  onl)r  necessary 
but  large  enough.  To  be  able  to  judge  whether 
the  Republican  Administrations  have  acted  wisely 
in  not  enlarging  our  Naval  Establishment  to  such 
a  size  as  wonld,  in  the  Itinguaffe  of  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  hav^  enabled  us  to.hotd  the 
balance  between  the  two  great  contending  Pow- 
ers of  Europe,  we, should  not  forget  that  toe  best 
interests  of  our  country  required  that  its  rulers 
should  so  shape  their  measures  as,  if  possible,  to 
keep  us  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  particularly 
with  these  great  and  powerful  nations.  All  ex- 
perience proves  that  this  was  not  to  be  effected 
with  Great  Britain  by  making  additions  to  our 
Naval  Establishment,  calculated  to  excite  her 
jealousy.  This,  therefore,  has  been  avoided  ;  and 
a  strict  and  impartial  neutrality  observed  towards 
both  the  belligerents.  The  rapidity  with  which 
the  qation  advanced  to  Wealth,  under  such  a  course 
of  measures,  and  the  lensth  of  time  we  were  per- 
mitted to  reap  the  rich  harvest  of  our  neutrality 
without  molestation,  furnish  the  fullest  evidenee 
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of  their  wisdom.  UDfortuoately  for  us,  however, 
our  Datiooal  and  cotniuerciai  prosperity  have  at 
length  excited  that  jealousy)  which  an  attempt 
to  create  a  formidable^  navy  would  long  since 
have  done,  and  our  wretched  divisions  among 
ojurselves  have  emboldened  Great  Britain  to  at- 
tempt to  check  them,  j)y  a  course  of  oppression, 
and  vexatious  restrictions,  which  not  even  one  of '^ 
her  colonies  would  submit  to  if  they  had  it  ia 
their  power  to  resist,  and  which  jf  we  submit  to 
reduce  us  once  more  to  the  degraded  stc^te  of  h^ 
colonies.  HaviAg  exhausted  the  patience  of  ail 
parties  in  JTruitless  attempts  to  bring  her  to  a 
senseof  justice  by  remonstrance,  ;we  seem  at  length 
determined  to. assert  our  eights  by  war.  The 
troops  necessary  to  carry  on  that  war  with  vigpr 
have  been  authorized  to  be  raised  by  a  vast  ma- 
jority,of  this  House*  t  The  question,  when  that 
measure  was  under  consideration,  was  nottwhe^ 
ther  large  standinff  armies  ought  to  be  raised  and 
kepi  up,  bat  whether  the  war  into  which  we  are 
about  to  enter  coujd  be  carxied  on  prosperously 
without  such  an  army.  The  bill  now  ujnder  con- 
sideration proposes,  an  increase  of  our  Naval  Es* 
tablishment,  ^nd  the  question  ought  not  to  be  de- 
cided by  theoretic  principles  of  the  poliey  or  im- 
policy of  large  naval  establish  meats.  The  true 
question,  according,  to  my  apprehension,  is,  will 
not  an  increase  of  oui*  Naval  Establishment  be- 
come necessary  in  the  course  of  the  warl  For 
one,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  an  increase  will 
be  found  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  and  therefore, 
though-opposed  vo  this  section,  snail  u?e.my  best 
exertions  to  increase  it  in  a  way  which  1  deem 
more  advantageous. 

We  never  shall  be  permitted  by  Britain  to 
raise  a  formidable  navy,  but  in  a  time  of  war. 
Of  our  ability  to  do  4t  even  during  war)  no  one 
acquainted  with  the  resources  of  the  country, 
with  the  number  and  .character  of  our  seamen, 
can  for  a  moment  doubt.  By  evincing  a  deter- 
mined jesoluiion  to  bripg/these  resources  into 
action,  at  a  time  when  almost  every  other  Power 
of  the  wprld  is  making  similar  exertions,  we  shall 
do  more  towards  bringing  her  G^overnment  to 
a  sense  of  justice  towards  us,  and  rendering  an 
actual  declaration  of  war  unnecessary,  than  we 
should  do  by  raising,  arming  and  equipping  half 
a  mtllioQ  of  men  to  march  against  her  neighbor- 
ing continental  colonies.  We  ask  for  nothing  but 
sheer  justice;  we  have  never  furnished  a'ny  evi- 
dence of  a  disposition  to  rival  her  power  od  the 
ocean.,  Will  she  then  r^n.the  risk  of  adding  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thou^sand  hardy  enterprising 
seamen  to  the  list  of  her  enemies,  these  too  in  the 
neighborhood  of  her  richest  colonies, .and  in  view 
of  her  most  valuable  commerce,  rather  than  do  us 
justice,  and  permit  us  to  go  in  our. own  pursuits 
of  peaceful  industry?  Unquestionsibly  she  will 
not,  unless  she  hopes  to  be  able  by  her  blockading 
squadrons  to  keep  them  penned  in  our  ports,  as 
she  has  done,  those  of  her  European  enemies,  till 
from  the  want  of  employment  they  shall  lose 
their  skill  and  enterprise.  If  this  be  her  ot^ect,. 
and  I  vf rily  believe  it  is,  I  for  otie  am  resolved  to 
defeat  her  intentions. 


My  reasons  for  being  opposed  to  this  «eetioa 
and  for  preferring  four  seventy-fours,  to  the  tea 
frigates  which  it  proposes  to  build,  Ihare  already 
assigned,  and' will  not  weary  the  patience  of  the 
Committee  with  repeating.  But  I  hope  they  will 
pardon  me  for  not  taking  ray  seat  tilt  I  have  ex- 
pressed the- gratification  1  leel  at  discovering,  that, 
by  a. section  of  this  bill,  our  gunboats  are  pro- 
posed to  be  attached  to  our  land  fortifications. 
As  a  pari  of  our  naval  force,  I  have  never  con- 
sidered them  wotxh  retaining,  but  as  an  engine 
for  the  protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors,  sounds 
and  bays,  for  wielding  against  the  predatory  foe 
along  our  coasts^  the  heaviest  species  of  artillery, 
I  have  believed  them  to  be  invaluable.  And 
much  as  the  .Administration  has  been  abused  for 
building  so  many  of  them,  by  those  who  at  wars 
remember  to  forget  that  they  were  ordered  to  ne 
built  at  the  moment  we  #ere  believed  to  be  on 
the  very' eve  of  war^in  coosequence  of  the  attack 
upon  4he  Chesapeake;  I  will  venture  to  pro- 
nounce that,  go  to  war  when  we  may  with  Britain, 
it  will  be  found  t^at  we  have  dot  near  as  many 
as  we  shall  need.  Our  whole  coast,  sounds,  bajrs, 
and  r4vers>  abound  with  men  who  know  better 
how  to  maoag'esuch  vessels  than  the  best  man- 
of-war'i  man.  Attached  to  our  fort ifieat ions,  to 
our  ports  and  harbors,  I  have  strong  hopes  that 
ways  will  be  devised*  to  man  and  fight,  them,  or  a 
great  part  of  them,  with  equal  effect  and  on  terms 
■more  economical  than  has  been  possibje  while 
manning  them  with  seamen  equally  suitable  for 
our -frigates  as.  for  gunboats. 


ThubqoaT)  January  23. 
.  A  message  from  the  Senate  infonned  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hAve  passed  the  bill  ^  to  empower 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the 
ease  of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel 
Hubbeil,"  with  amendments,  in  whU;h  they  de- 
sire the  conoprrence  of  this  House. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  I^oinct,  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments were  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Macon  laid  before  the  House  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina^  rati" 
fving  and  confirming  an  amendment  proposed  by 
Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  titles  of  nobility,  or  honor,  presenu, 
pensions,  offices,  or  emoluments,  from  any  foreign 
rower. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poiiidbxter,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  aiul  Manufactures  were  discharged 
from  the  several  petitions  referred  to  them.at  the 
present  session,  concerning  the  Natchez  hospital; 
and  they  we^e  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Poindbxtbr,  Mitghili^  Sbybert, 
Obmsby,  and  Grdnot,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  D.  E.  WiLLULMS  had  understood  that  it 
was  contemplated,  in  case  the  whole  of  the  pres- 
ent Navy  shall  be  ordered  to  be  equipped  and 
commissioiied,  to  be  necessary  to  appoint  addi- 
tional, officers.  In  order,  if  such  a  proposition 
shall  be  made,  to  he  abk  to  meet  it,  he  wished  to 
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know  what  is  the  nambfer  at'preseiM  employ efd. 
For  this  parpose  he  proposed  the  foUowiDg  reso- 
lation,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Ruohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  la^  before  this  House  a  statement  df  the 
natties,  rank,,  pay,  and  rations,  of  the  commissioned 
officers  and  midshipmen  belonging  to  ihe  N  i^vy  of  &e 
United  States. 

STATEMENT  OF  EXPORTS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  &  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasury,  transmtttiag 
a  statement  of  goods^  wares,  and  merchandise, 
exported  from  the  United  States^ufrog  one  year 
prior  to  th«  first  da?  of  October,  1611. 

The  letter  is  as  follows:  ^ 

Tn Asvar  Bbpabtkbitt,  January  31, 1812. 

Sib:  I  kare  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 'a  state*, 
meni  of  goods,  wares,  and  merdmndise^  exported  from 
the  United  States,  doiipg  one  year,  prior  to  the  ftvt 
day  of  October,  lail,  and  amounting  to  $6l,S10,8d8r 
The  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  of 

domestie  growth  or  manufiictiirci,  in- 

daded  in  this  statement,  are  estimated 

And  those  of  foreign  growth  or  mann- 
fcctare,  at         ..... 


$45,394)043 


16,022,790 


61,316,838 


The  articles  of  domestic  grpwtbor  manufactore  may 
be  arranged  under  the  following  heads.  Viz : 


Produce  of  the  sea 
Produce  of  the  forest ' 
Produce  of  agriculture 
Manu&ctufes     .  - 
Uncertain    - 


$1,413,000 
6,286,000 

96,556,000 

2;376,000 

66d,T)00 


45,294,000 


And  they  were  exported  to  the  followmg  countries,  viz : 
To  the  dominions  of  Russia,  Prussia, 

Sweden,  and  Denmark      -        -  ^      .  $2,055,833 

To.  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain        *  20,308,21 1 

To  the  dominions  of  Spain  and  Portugal  18,266,466 

To  the  dominions  of  France  and  Italy  -  1,194.275 
To'  all  other  countries,  or  not  dis^ 

goished 2,46»,25i8 


45,294,M3 


The  good%  wares,,  and   merchandise 
growth  or  manufacture,  were  exported  to 
ing  countries,  viz : 
Tb  the  dominions) of  Russia,  Prussia, 

Sweden,  and  Denmark 
Te  the  dominions  of  €keat  Britain 
To  the  dominions  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
To  the  dOminioQS  of  Pranoe  and  Italy  - 
To  all  other  conatriee,  or  not  distin* 

gttished    ...        •        . 


of  foreign 
the  foUow- 


5,340,117 
1,573,344 
5,772,572 
1,712,537 

M24,220 

16,622,790 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^.  ^ 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  Hon.  Spzakzb  of  the  Hou»e  of  Regn. 
12th  CoK.  1st  S£S8.— 30 


NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 
The  House. again  resolved  into  a  Coramittee  of 
tt^e  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Nary ; 
when,  after  s6me  debate,  the  question  was  taken 
on  fitting  the  blank  for  the  number  of  additional 
frigates  proposed  to  be  built,  with. the  oumber 
"ten,"  which  was  negatived  by  a  large  minority. 
,  Mr.  Wright  then  moved  to  fill  ;he  blank  with 
"  six."  Thi^  motion  was  negatived — thirty  votes 
only  being  in  favor  of  it.        . 

The  question  vWas  next  successively  taken  on 
fining  the  blank  with  "  five,"  "four,"  and  « three," 
and  neflatived^52  to  43,  51  to  44,  and  49  to  45. 
Mr.  Rhea  said,  as  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Wright) 
had  informed  the^  Committee  he  had  spoken  for . 
^is  own  gratification,  Mr.  E.  hoped  he  might  be 
nUowed  also  togratifv  himself.  And  he  would  tell 
that  gentleman  that  he  was  not  gratified  to  hear 
reflections  cast  upon  t^is  House,  as  not  disposed 
to  proteet  commerce.  For  what  is  the  war  in 
which  we  are  about  to  engage?  Is  it  not  a  war 
arising  altogether  from  commercial  difficulties? 
But  bcQause  a  majority  cannot  be  gotten  to  con* 
sQBt  10  build  new  (xieates  of  unseasoned  timber, 
they  are  to  be  charged  with  beioff  unwilling  to 
protect  commerce,  though  they  have  expended 
millions  of  dollars  in  our  present  Navy,  in  gun- 
boats, fortifications,  &c.  and  are,  at  length,  about 
to  go  to  war  for  commerce ! 

It  had  always  been  his  wish,  Mr.  JEl.  said,  to  see 
established  the.  principle;  that  free  ships  should 
make  free  goods.  But  why  build  more  /rigates? 
If  a  seventy-four  gun  ship  were  to  come  on  the' 
coast,  the  frigates  would  have  to  slielter  them- 
selves from  it  under  thf  jMttteries. '  Let  gentlemen 
come  forward  and  build  a  ship  of  130  or  150  guns, 
which  would  bear  down  anything  which  could 
be  brought  a^inst  us,  and  he  would  support  it ; 
bur  he  was  tired  of  building  frigates,  they  were 
little  better  than  gunboats.' 

Mr.  R.  understood  that  France  had  H  now  in 
her  power'to  send  one  hundred  vessels  of  war  to 
.sea ;  liut  she  could  not  get  them  out  of  her  ports 
for  the  superiority  of  the  British  navy ;  and  yet 
shall  we  taljtbf  buifdinffa  navy  sufficient  to  meet 
the  British?^  It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  best 
way  of  protecting  our  commerce  was  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  British  Proyinces  and  keep  them. 
But  gentlemen  say.  that  without  a  navy  we  shall 
never  be  able  to  make  peace  with  England  ;  why; 
then^,  said  he,  we  will  fight  them  to  eternity.  And 
he  hoped  gentlemen  who  are  so  very  anxious  for 
a  navy,  would  permit  him,  and  others,  who  do 
not  think  it  either  necessary  or  expedient,  to  en- 
joy their  own  opinions  without  oensurei 
'  But  how  Would  this  navy  obtain  peace  for  us? 
Had  the  navy  bf  Denmark  availed  them  anything? 
The  destruction  of  that  navy  ought  to  caution  us 
how  we  build  our  ahips  for  Eosland  to  take  or 
destroy.  Mr.  R.  neVer  expected  to  have  heard 
the  riaggamuffin  Government  ofSt.  Domingo  com- 
pared with  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  denied  having  made  any  com- 
parison between  the  two  Governments,] 

Mr.  Rhea  was  glad  he  had  mistaken  the  gen- 
tleman in  this  respect.    As  to  how  we  should 
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make  peace  with  Great  Britain,  at  a  fatore  day, 
he  would  not  now  trouble  himself  about  that ;  he 
found  enough  to  do  now  to  prepare  for  making 
the  war  efiectirej  when  the  time  came  for  mak- 
ing peace,  it  would-be  time  enough  to  think 
about  it 

Mr.  Babsett,  after  some  prefatory^  remarks,  in 
which  he  spoke  of  his  exposed  situation  toattacks 
from  any  naval  force  which  might  lie  on  our  coast, 
asked  the  gentleman  who  ipoved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  twOf  to  withdraw  it,  and  he  would  theii  move 
tp  strikeout  that  part  of  the  section  which  relates 
to  building  frigates,  in  order  to  insert  a  provision 
for  building  four  seventy-four  gun  ships.  This 
was  done. 

Mr.  Smilib  said,  thfit  he  was  concemTed  for  t^e 
exposed  situation  of  his  frieqd  from.  Virginia, 
though  he  hoped  he  had  magnified  the  danger. 
That  gentleman  welL  knows,  however,  that  the 
national  Interest  ought  to  be  the  first  object  of 
consideration.  As  far  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
nation  to  eitend  its  protection  to  iodividuals,  con-' 
sistent  with  the  public  interest,  it  will  do  so«  Bui 
he  differed  so  entirely  in  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man on  this  subiect,  Chat  what  he  would  consider 
as  a  protection,  be  considered  no  security  at  all.- 
He  knew  that  persons  in  some  situations  are  more 
exposed  than  others.  He  had  himselfbnce  lived 
on  the  Indian  frontier;  yet- at  that  timfe  he  was 
satisfied  to  bear  the  injuries  to  which  he  was  ex- 
posed, rather  than  draw  to  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try such  a  part  of  the  public  force  as  mtgh^  have 
exposed  the  wHote  country  to  danger.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  act 
in  the  same  way. 

Wh^  protection  could  the  gentleman  expect 
from  four  seventy-fours  and  ten  frigates?  Cer- 
tainlv  none.  Though  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  still  retains  the  notion  of  their  being 
able  to  contend  with  a  British  force-^a  for^e 
ofathousaiHl  ships,  and  without  an  enemy  on 
that  element.  And  can  it  be'supppsed,  that  now^ 
on  the  eve  of  a  war,  we  can  build  ships  to  assist 
us  in  this  contest  I  It  cannot  be  done.  He  had 
declared  himself  opposed  to  a  Naval  Bsiablishment 
for  this  country  ;  but  if  he  were  ever  so  warm  a 
friend  to  it,  and  it  was  the  determination  ofCon- 
gress  to  build  a  navy„  it  must  necessarily  be  the 
work  of  many  years  of  peaces. 

Much  had  been  said  about  the  value  of  com- 
merce; and  that  no  nation  was  ever  great  or 
wealthy  without  it.  Commerce,  it  is  true,  has  a 
tendency  to. introduce  wealth  and  luxury  into  the. 
country,  and  to  improve  the  manners  of  a  people ; 
but  has  never  been  favorable  to  morak^on  the 
contrary,  he  believed  it  was  destructive  to  correct 
morals.  We  oucht  not,  therefore,  to  make  sacrifices 
for  it  that  would  ruin  the  country  ;  Cor  no  com- 
merce that  we  ever  had  of  shall  have,  would  sup- 
port the  expense  of  a  navy.  To  make  compari- 
sons between  the  situation  of  this  country  and 
Qreat  Britain  is  ridiculous.  There  are  two  strong 
reasons  for  a  fleet  there,  which  do  not  exist  here. 
From  her  insular  situation,  e  navy  is  her  bulwark 
and  wall  of  defence ;  and  it  is  necessary  for  keep- 


ing up  her  commeipe  and  communication  with 
her  foreign  colonies. 

A  great  objection  to  navies  is,  that  wherever 
they  exist  they  are  sure  to  produce  a  heavy  na- 
tional debt,  which  is  even  more  dangerous  to  lib- 
erty, than  either  fleefo  or  armies. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  54  to  39. 

Mr.  Cbeves  moved  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  the 
section  providing  for  the  purchase  of  timber  and 
other  imperishable  materials  for  ship  building, 
with  tbe  sum  of  "  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
annually  for  thVee  years,  vir;  the  years  1812, 1813, 
and  1814."  . 

Mr.  Ebca  eonsidered  this  section  as  a  kind  of 
pledge jthat  we  will  hereafter  go  on  with  this  navy. 
For  himself,  he  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  any 
«uch  engagement,  and  should  therefore  move  to 
strike  out  th^"«ection. 

Mr.  BuBfVELL  submitt^  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  whether  he  might  not  obtain  bis  object 
tn  a  different  way;  without  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion, by  moving-  to  strike  out ,  that  part  of  the 
amendment  which  Extends  the  appropriation  be- 
yond the  present  year,  and  leave  a  successive  Con- 
gress to  appropriate  money  for  this  object,  or  not, 
as  they  may  Judge  j)roper.  ,He>vas  clearly  of 
opinion  that  if  we  engage  in  a  commercial  war, 
soine  portion  of  our  strength  ought  to  appear  in 
vessels  of  war ;  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
embarrass  the  country  by  large  appropriations  for 
this  object.  He.  should,  therefore,  vote  against 
striking  out  this  section;  but  he  did  not  mean, 
by  this  vote,  to  pledge  himself  to  favor,  at  any 
time,  the  establishment  of  a  large  navy.  From  the 
nature  of  our  Government,  some  degree  of  naval 
force  appears  to  be  necessary ;  but  bow  far  it  is 
proper  to  burden  the  country  at  tbi^  time,  it  be- 
comes a  matter  of  consideration.  Mr.  B.  saw  no 
danger  to  be  apprehended  of  our  getting  sach  a 
navy  as  would  lead  us  to  make  conquests;  as  it 
never  could  become  such  without  the  consent  of 
the. people;  and  the  expense  attending  such  an 
establishment. would  always  nrevent  its  growing 
too  rapidly.  If  we  were  tone, engaged  in  war 
with  Bixgland,  Mr.  B.  thought  it  would  not  he 
weU  to  go  to  building  ships  so  lar^^e  as  seventy- 
fours,  whicb  would  reouire  each  a  thousand  men 
to  man  them ;  it  vould  be  more  serviceable  to  di- 
vide the  force  into  smaller  vessels,  which  wpnld 
have  a  greater  effect  on  our  enemy,  and  expose 
us  to  less  ri^  in  losing  our  men.  .  Mr.  B.  apol- 
ogized for  having  said  more  than  he  intendeds 

Mr.  Rhea  thanked  the  gentleman  for  his  ad- 
vice i  but  gave  reasons  why  he  preferred  bis  own 
motion  to  the  one  which  he  recommended. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  section  was 
negatived,  there  being  only  2?  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  asked  for  a  division  of  thexiuea- 
tioQ,  by  first  taking  the  sense  of  the  Committee 
upon  the  amount  oi  the  appropriation.  If  carried, 
it  could  afterwards  be  decided  whether  it  should 
be  made  for  one,  or  three  years. 
'  The  first  question  being 'carried  and  the  Second 
put —   ' 

Mr*  Smilii  objected  to  makini?  the  appropria- 
tion for  more  than  one  year.    It  was  wroqg  to 
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suppose  that  all  wisdom  rested  with  them.  Ado- 
ther  Congress  would  be  as  capable  of  judging  of 
the  pfopnetjr  of  making  the  approprmtiou  as  the 
present.    He  hoped  it  would  be  lett  to  them. 

Mr.  Gbeyes  ob$erTed,  that  if  the  appropriation 
^ere  to  be  limited  to  otje  year,  it  would,  in  a  great 
degree,  defeat  the  object  in  riew.  The  commit- 
tee bad  proposed  the  appropriation  ior  this  wajr, 
rather  than  to  call  for  $600,000  at  once;  as  it 
would  enable  the  Department  to  make  the  neces- 
sary contracts  without  requiring  the  lAoney  to  be 
immediately  appropriated* 

The  question  on  making  the  appropriation  for 
three  years  was  carried;  there  being  61  votes 
for  it  ,  - 

The  next  section  relaten  to  m  dock  yard.  The 
ComiBittee  rose,  without  taking  a  quedtton  upon 
it,  and  h&d  leave  to  sit  again*  - 

Friday,  January  24. 
Mr.  Oholson,  from  the  Committee  of  C^Iaims, 

riresenteid  a  btii  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Wil- 
iams,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next;  • 

Mr.  Newton, from  the  Committeje of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  committed  the 
bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  pf  the  Treasury  to 
decide  on  the  case  of  the  Eliza  Atin,  with  the 
amendments  from  the  Senate,  reported  the  bill, 
and  recomipended  the  adoption  of  the  Senate's 
amendments.  The.  House  went  into  a  commit-, 
tee  on  this' bill ;  and  haying  agreed  to  it,  and  re- 
ported their  agreement  to  the  House,  the  House 
took  up  the  bill  and  agreed  to.it  as  amended. 
Tiie  litle  o[  the  bilL  is  amended  by  adding  the 
words,  "and  the  case  of  the  ship  Maiy  itnd  Fran- 
cis, belonging  to  Nathaniel  Qoddard." 

NAVAL  ESTA15L18HMBNT. 

The  House  aj^ain  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
inittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  the 
Naval  Establishment. 

Mr.  GoLo. — I  have  hitherto,  Mr.^Chairman,  re- 
mained silent  during  the  interesting  discussion  of 
the  bill  on  your  table.  I  should  uot  now  rise,  lif- 
ter the  able  and  eloquent  arguments  I  have  wit- 
nessed, was  it  not  for  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  her  commercial  character, 
and  exposed  situation.  The  discussiop,  sir,  has 
involved  the  great  national  ])oHcy  of  a  navv«  than 
which  a  more  importanfsubject  could  dot  be  pre- 
sented to  any  Government,  and  especially  to  that 
of  the  United  States. 

When  gentlemen  urge  against  the  bill  the  sickly 
and  deficient  state  of  the  Treasury,  I  am  not 
moved ;  but,  sir,  when  it  is  said  that  the  time  has 
not  come,  and  probably  never  will,  for  providing 
a  Naval  Establishment ;  when  the  policv  of  a  navy 
under  any  circumstances  is  questionea,  I  cannq.t 
dissemble ;  I  feel  concern  ;  I  am  alarmed  for  the 
interests  of  the  commercial  States  in  the  Union. 
I  know  full  well,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  inauspicious 
circumstances,  under  which  I  address  many  gen- 
'tlerden  of  the  Committee,  with  whom  strong  pre- 
possessions against  a  navy  have  lodg'  prevailed. 
001  h  is  due  to  this  great  question,  that  the  ground 


of  former  opinion?  should  be  reviewed,  and  the 
intrinsic,  merits  of  thequestioo  subjected  to  the 
test  of  sober  reason-,  uninfluenced  by  pre-judgment 
or  form,er  impressions. 

Has  the  Copsiitution  of  the  United  States  left 
the  question  open,  for  Congress  to  adopt  or  reject 
the 'policv  of  a  navy^  or  was  it  sattled  by  the 
framers  of  the  Coostitution,  and  a  moral  obliga- 
tion created  upon  Congress  to  provide  a  navy  as 
soon  as  the  resources  of  the  United  States  will 
permif? 

Gkntleimen  will  bear  in  mind,  in  considering 
this,  question,  that  ours  is  not  a  Government  in 
absolute  sovereignly  and  general  jurisdiction,  but 
limited  as  to  its  objects  and  powers ;  that  the  ne« 
cessky  of  national  legislation  on  certain  subjects 
prpduced  it,  and  the  delegation  of  power  by  the 
States  Was  guided  solely  by  that  necessity.  If 
the  exercise  of  a  power  was  necessary  to  the-Gen- 
^ral  Government  it  was  givea,^  if  not  necessary, 
it  was  retained  by  the  States.  Is  not  this,  sir,  the 
fair  and  just-  principle  that  governed  the  Con- 
vention in  the  delegation^of  power  to  the  General 
Government?  If  so,  then,  sir,  I  do  confidently 
insist,  th^t  the  policy  of  a  navy  is  decided  by.  the 
CouKtitutioh — that  the  Convention  in  giving  to 
this  Government  the  -^  poWf  r  to  provideand  main- 
tain a  navy,"  did  decide  that  power  to  be  necessary, 
and  intend  it  should  be  exefcised  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  con^merce  and  defence  of  the  United 
States.  What,  sic !  was  the  power  to  provide  a 
navy  taken  from  the  States  as  a  deadly  poison, 
to  be  here  destroyed ;  or,  like  edged  tools,  wrested 
from  the  haadts  of  children,  to  be  laid  up  here  out 
of  harm's  way  ?  Is  this  power  so  vested  in  Con- 
gress to.be  preserved  like  the  consecrated  gold  in 
the  temple,  to  be  seen  only  by  the  high  priest,  but 
touched  by  no  mortal  ?  Is  it  to  remain  here  dor- 
mant, never  to  he  called  into  action  ? 

What  adds  greatly  to  rny  construction  is,  that 
this  po^er  is  not  only  given  to  the  United  States 
but  tak^n  away  or  denied  to  th^  States;  it  never 
can  be  beiieveq.  that  the  commercial  States  would 
have  surrendered  up  this  appropriate  power  of 
prptection  by  a  navy^  together  with  a  rich  impost 
revenue,  except  upon  the  fullest  confidence  and 
clear  conyiction  that  the  Constitution  imposed  on 
Congress  (he  obligation  to  furnish  to  commerce 
liaval  protection. 

At  the  period  of  the  Constitution,  commerce 
was  important  to  the  United  States;  it  maybe 
considerad  among  the  great  objects  of  the  Consti- 
tution; but  every  revolving'year  down  to  this  day 
hbs  increased  that  importance  in  unfolding  new 
and  extensive  comitierciat'  benefits ;  so  important 
have  the  interests  of  "commerce  become  ^t  this 
time^  that  the  present  war,  which  has  spread  over 
the  most  of  the  European  theatre,  may  be  con- 
sidered a  w^r  of  commerce.  Can  any  man,  in 
his  sober  senses,  believe  that  the  commercial  por- 
tions of  the  Union  will  consent  to  abandon  this 
treasure  ? 

It  is  said  "  the.  ^"^6  ^as  hot  come  for  a  navy.'* 
What  further  dangers,  what  new  scenes  of  trial 
are  now  reserved  for  sufi*eriog  humanity  ?  Have 
We  not  seen  in  our  days  an  epitome  of  centuries 
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for  all  that  is  great  and  aadacious  in  human  power, 
for  all  ihat  is  flagitious  in  its  abu^te?  HaFe 
we  not  seen  nations  crushed  like  the  poor  beetle 
beneath  the  giant  tread  of  this  modern  Attila  of 
Prance?  Neutral  riffhts!  they  are  Imown  only 
in  their  riolaiion.  If  the  time  has  not  yet  come 
for  preparation,  it  may  be  justly  said  that  it  never 
wiU  come.  "  . 

But  it  is  objected,  that  "our  eflbrts  would  be 
nugatory,'*  as  we  cannot  meet  that  Power,  which 
has  obtained  superiority  on  the  ocean,  ship  to  ship 
and  man  to  man.  Wnat,  sir,  is  the  tendency  of 
this  objection  ?  What  the  consequence  of  this 
logic,  but  to  disarm  and  expose  naked  all  the  mi- 
nor or  secondary  Powers  of  the  world  ?  To  in- 
vite them  to  retreat  altogether  from  the  ocean,  or 
yield  themselves  up  as  unresisting  victims  to  in^ 
justice  and  rapine  7  Consequences  which  no  en- 
lightened man  can  fail  to  see;  no  virtuous  man 
but  to  deplore ;  no  brave  man  without  an  impulse 
to  draw  his  sword. 

When  the  Athenian  Statetad  obtained  a  decided 
superiority  at  sea,  among  the  Gr^iap  States,  as 
well  in  the  numberof  her  ships  as  in  the  skill  of 
her  seamen^  the  minor  powersx)f  the  Peloponnesus, 
instead  of  yielding  themselves  up  to  despair,  to 
such  counsels  as  are  now  ui'ged  upon  Us.  united 
their  Httle  fleets  and  boldly  advanced  to  the  con- 
flict on  the  ocean;  they  nobly  persevered  till 
Athens  was  humbled  in  the  dust.  To  draw  nearer 
to  our  own  times,  let  gentlemen  turn  their  eyes 
10  Europe,  and  there  behold  the  Qovernment  6f 
France,  after  a  series  of  defeats  and  disasters  at 
sea,  ending  in  almost  annihilation  of  their  fleet, 
yet  persevering  in  the  unsfaakeO  policy  of  a  navy, 
and  firmly  resolvinjr  to  restore  it  on  the  ocean. 
Is  the  Empbrer  of  Frantee  abo  blind  to  policy,  to 
the  trvie  instruments  of  his  power  1  He  nas  given 
too  many  fatal  proofs  of  his  skill  for  us  not  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  no, man  living  better  compre? 
hends  the  means  necessary  to  compass  his 'ends. 
Shall  the  United  States,  with  a  situation  so  t&uch 
more  advantageous,  with  seamen  so  much  supe- 
rior, abandon  the  ocean,  and  give  in  to  this  blind 
and  ruinous  policy  ? 

The  opinion  of  the  late  President  JeflTerson  has 
been  read  from  his  Notes  on  Virginia;  an  opinion 
formed  in  his  closet,  at  an  auspicious  period,  be- 
fore he  plunged  into  that  scene  of  party  turmoil 
and  confusion  that  followed.       ,  ' 

I  now  present  you  the  official  communication 
of  President  Wasbinqton,  on  the  subject  of  a 
navy,  from  his  speech  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session  of  the  fourth  Congress : 

^  To  tn  active  external  commerce,  the  protection  of 
a  naval  force  is  indispensable.  This  is  mtnifett/with 
regard  to  wars  in  which  t  State  is  itself  a  party.  But, 
besides  this,  it  is  in  oar  own  experience,  that  the  most 
sincere  neutrality  is  not  a  sufficient  guard  against  the 
depredations  of  nations  at  war.  To  secure  respect  to  a 
neutral  flag  requires  a  naval  force,  organised  and  ready  to 
vindicate  it  from  insult  or  aggression.  This  may  even 
prevent  the  necessity  of  going  to  war,  by  discouraging 
belligerent  Powers  from  committing  such  violations  of 
the  rights  of  a  neutral  party,  as  may,  first  or  last,  leave 
ao  other  option.    From  the  best  information  I  have 


been  able  to  obtain,  tt  would  aeem  as  if  our  trade  totke 
Mediterranean,  without  a  protecting  Ibroe,  will  always 
be  insecure,  and  our  cttiaens  exposed  te  the  calaarities 
fitun  which  numbers  of  them  have  but  just  been  relieved. 
<*  These  consideratioM  invite  the  United  States  to 
look  to  the  means  and  to  set  abooithe  gradual  cnetioa 
of  a  navy.  The  increasing  progvess  ef  their  navigation 
promises  them,  at  no  distant  period,  the  requinte  sup- 
ply of  seamen ;  and  their  means,  in  other  lespecti^ 
favor  the  undertaking.  It  is  an  -encouragement  like- 
wise, that  their  particular  situation  will  give  weight 
and  influence  to  a  moderate  naval  force  in  their  hands. 
Will  it  not  then  be  advisable  to  begin  without  delay, 
to  provide  and  lay  up  the  materials  for  building^  and 
equipping  ships  of  war,  and  to  proceed  in  that  work  by 
degrees^  in  proportion  as  our  resources  shall  render  it 
practicable  without  inconvenience;  so  that  a  Ibture 
War  of  Europe  may  not  find  our  commerce  in  die  eaine 
unprotected  state,  in  which  it  was  fiMind  by  the  preeent" 

This  great  and  good  man,  who  knew^  how  to 
preserve  what  he  ^ad  ao  gallantly. contributed  to 
.acquire,  could  not  retire  from  the  councils  of  hu 
country,  withquta  parting  lesson  on  tbia  interest- 
ing aubject^  which  he  has  thurs  placed  on  record 
for  the  benefit  of  his  countrvmen. 

It  is  nruch  to  be  li|mente9,  that  advioe  fVom  so 
high,  so  pure  and  unsuspicious  a  souroe;^  ehonld 
have  lost  its  influence  on  those  who  wield  the 
destiniesof  the  country.  This  enlightened  states- 
man had  not  formed  that  strange  opinion,  thmt  if 
we  could  not  equal  the  greatest  Power  od  the 
ocean,  therefore  we  should  retire  and  yield  to  the 
least ;  to  become  a  prey  to  every  petty  Power 
that^could  send  a  corsair  to  sea. 

It  is  further  objected,  that  commerce  is  not 
worth  the  expense  of  protection.  At  prosperous 
periedi,  the  a^ual  export  trade  of  the  United 
.States  ma/  be  estimated  at  seventy  millioDs  of 
dollars ;.  an  average  of  the  last  nine  yeais^  exclud- 
ing the  present  year,  is  $72,469,000;  this  includes 
both  domestic  and  foreign  aniples.  The  export 
.of  domestic  articles  only  for  the  year  ending  in 
October  last  is  $45,000,000.  The  benefits  of  a 
free  comtnerce  to  the  husbandman  are  incalcula- 
ble ;  a  favorable  market  for  his  surplus  produce, 
a  reward  for  the  toils  of  the  field,  by  stimulating 
industry,  greatly  increases  the  products  of  the 
country,. and  ad(h  ^o  the  valuation  or  intrinsic 
wealth  of  the  State ;  the  augmented  amount  of 
(he  pr9doct  becoodes  so  much  clear  profit.  Al- 
though particular  articles  have,  the  last  year,  found 
a  favorable  market,  yet  tlie  general  market  is  bad ; 
the  country  languishes,  and  the  farmer  sickens 
at  the  past,  add  sij^hs  for  the  return  of  the  former 
rich  and  joyous  tide  of  free  commerce.  No  man 
who  is  not  blind  to  the  best  interests  of  his-country 
can. fail  to  see  the  importance  of  commecce,  and 
the  necessity  of  protecting  it. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  the  balance  of  trade, 
with  Great  Britain,  is  against  the  United  States. 
I  know,  sir,  very  well  the  difficulties  attending 
the  investigation  of  what  is  termed  the  "balance 
of  trade ;"  but  there  are  palpable  errors  in  the 
usual  calculations  on  this  subject.  An  estimate 
of  exports  is  made  at  our  custom-houses  by  a  tuIu- 
ation  of  the  article  when  shipped.  Now^  ,it  is 
obvioos,  on  a  moment's  reflection,  that  the  value 
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of  th«  expert  io  us  is  iq  the  price  at  which  it  is  sol4 
in  Gfarcat  Britain }  this-  is  wlmt  we  reoeiTe  fVom 
Ojreat  Britain,  and  it  frequently  exceeds  the  vaU 
uatioa  at  our  custom-house  twenty-fife  or  thirty 
per  cent..  The  ereat  error  lies  ianot  bringing 
into  tbe  account  freight, /insurance,  dtc.,  which  is 
•the  fruit  of  American  industry ;  our  ships  are  from 
,  our  own  forekts,  and  are  navJgated  by.  American 
bands.  On.  imports,  freight  or  an  equi?aleDt  per 
rentage  is,  I  understand,  added  to  ti»e  inroiae,.or 
coAtraet  price,  at  the  custom-house,  .to  show  the 
amount  imported,  as  though  freight  was  always 
paid  to  a  British  ship  o wiMr  ;  whereas  the  origi- 
nal cost  of  the  iEurticle  imported  should  4>e  only  re- 
garded in  staiinjp;^  the  account  of  imports.  My 
romarks  are  "coBaned  to  uade  .in  American  bot- 
toms. The  fair  result  will,  I  am  persuaded,  prore, 
that  our  trade  with  Great  Btitain  is  advanta)^eous 
to  the  country,  having  a  due  regard,  at  all  times, 
as  We  ought,  to  check  the  importation  of  such 
articles  as. our  own  manu&KStures  can  supply  on 
l^ood  ierms.  To, the  arts  of  peace  and  the  great 
interests  of  free  govern  meat,  colamerpe,  in  all 
ages  and  states  Jms  proved  eminently  fa vpxable, 
and  in  this  view  oomes  strongly  recommended  to 
the  freemen  of  the  United  States. 

It  ia  further  alleged,  /that  /'the  country  does 
Dot  possess  the  pecuniapy  resmiro^  for  a  navy.'* 
This  Government  has  received  from  oommeroe 
alone,  in  duties,  the  enormous  sum  of  ^191,291,- 
734,  from  i(s  commeacement,  including  the  Sec- 

.  retary's  estimate  for  the  year  justeaded.  A  Gk>V' 
ernment,  with  such  a  revenue,  cannot  be  without 
resources  in  credit  at  least.  For  ihisiiberd  cdn- 
tribution  of  commerce,  protecCioo  is  justly,  due. 
A  reasonable  portion  of  the  above  amount  ought 
to  be  considered  as  placed  in  a  strong  box,  sacred 
tojthe  protection  of  the  commerce  af  the  country. 
I^it  has  been  withdrawn  for  any  other  purpose  \  it 
ought  now,  in  this  day^of  peril  on  tbe  sea.  to  be 
restored*  To  refuse  this  protection,  is  to«  do  ia- 
Justice  to  tbe  interests  o(  the  country ;  to  under- 
mine the  Federal  compact  and  sap  the  foundatioo 

'  of  the  Union.  Standing  op  qfU  the  high  ground 
of  the  Constitution,  tt\e  commercial  States,  op- 
pressed in  every  sea,  and  bleeding  at  every  pore, 

-make  this-  appeal,  for  protet^tion,  a^d,  I  trust;  it 
will  not  be  made  in  Vain«  The  port  of  New  York 
alone  has,  for  several  years,  contributed  thirty-two 
haadreddis,  or  nearly  one  third,  of  the  whole  im- 
port revenue  of  the  United  States ;  this  sum, 
abo^t  forty-five  millions in^^the  whole,  would  hav^ 
enabled  that  State  aloite  to  build  a  navy  greatly 
exceeding  all  the  United  States  ha^e  done  oo  the 
aubject.  You  ought  not  ^^  to  muzzle  tbe  mouth 
^of  tbe  ox  that  treadetb  out  the  corn ;"  you  ought 
not  to  afford  to  any  State  cause  of  regret  for  hav- 
ing entered  the  league. 

Great  additions  to,  the  Navy  at  this  time  are 
not  asked.  The  policy  of  the  Qovaffnmaat,in  re- 
latioD  to  commercial-  protection,  should  be  dis- 
tinctly declared,  and  a  reasonable  portion  of  the 
oublie  revenue  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 
New  and  increasing  obstacles  -  are  thrown  in 
tbe  way.  it  is  said  ^'  we  cannot  man  a  navy.'' 
Assejtions^ihi  pretexts  may  be  multiplied  mi\kf 


out  end.  Is  there  .anything  more  dear  to  the 
heart  of  the  sailor,  than  the  sailor's  life?  tbe 
charm  eondoues  till  death.  Why  should  there 
be  more  difficulty  in  procuring  a  sailor  than 
a  soldier  1  Will  not  the  same  bounties  avail  ? 
Washin^on.  in  cecommendiog  a  navy,  did  not 
discover  this  olistacle.  "  Seamen  will  prefer  to 
engaffe  on  board  privateer  ships,"  it  is  said  ;  how 
can  tnis  be?  Does  not  the  sailor  (in  public  ves- 
sels) receive  wages  in  addition  to  prize  money? 
No,  Mr.  Chairman ;  such  suggestions,  such  imag- 
inary obstacles,  ingeniously  multipled  in  every 
stage  of  the  debate^  at  every  step  in  our  progress, 
will  not,  they  ought,  not  to  avail.  The  Consti- 
tution has  pledged  the  Government  to  the  protec- 
tion of  commerce  5  the  best'interests  of  the  country 
require  it;  the  itijustioe  of  foreign  nations,.the  daily 
violation  of  the  American  flag,  demand  it ;  and 
the  present  eventful  neriod,  so  bi|^  with  danger, 
so  strongly  marked  for  a  subversion  of  all  that 
has  been  held  sacred  in  the  laws  ef  nations,  ad- 
monishes us  of  our  duty,^hd  proclaims  aloud  that 
the  time  has  come,  when  the  Constitutional 
power  given  to  this  Gbvernment  to  provide  a 
navy,  should  be  efleotually  exerted. 

The  blank  in  the  section  for  providing  a  dock- 
yard, was  filled  with  one  (lundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. ' 

Mr.  Rh  a  A  moved  ni;i  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  fix 
the  dock  yard  in  the  navy  yard  at  W&sbingtoa 
City;  "but  this  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large 
majority.  y 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbevbb,  the  words  "  central 
and,'^  were  struck  out,  so  as  no  leave  the  site  of 
the  dock  yard  to  be  determined  by  the  Executive. 

The  Committee,  having  gone  through  the  bill, 
rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House  with  the  amend* 
meots.  The  House  took  up  the  bill,  and,  on  the 
question  of  filling  up  the  blank  for  repairing  tbe 
vessels  on  hand  with  ''four  hundred  and  eighty 
tbousand  dollars,"  ii  was  carried — yeas  90,  navs 
23,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Willia  Alston Juh.j  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
Tenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard»  Barwell 
Bassett,  Abyah  Bigelow,  Wm.  Blackledge,  Harmanua 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Wnu 
A.  Barbell,  WilKam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  £pa- 
phraditus  Champiuh,  Langdon  Cheyes,  Martin  Chit, 
tenddn,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit» 
William  Crawibid,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Da- 
vis, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor* 
Elias  Barls,  William  Blv,  James  Emott,  James  Fisk, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah 
L.  Green«  Felix  Grundy,  John  A.  Harper,  Ajletl 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard 
Jackson,  jun.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent» 
William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  George  C. 
Maxwefl,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Alex* 
ander  McKim,  James  Mitnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jasu 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley* 
Hugh  Nebon,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton;  Ste* 
phen  Orm^y,  Joseph  Pearson,  Urael  Pickens,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamia 
Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah^Quiney,  Wiltiam  Reed» 
William  M.  Richard«»B,  Heniy  M.  Ridgaly,  John 
Rhea,  John  Boaiie>  Jonathan  Rohaito,  Ebeneier  8aga» 
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Thomas  Sammont,  John  Berrer,  Adam  8toybert,  Dan- 
iel Bheffey,  John  Smith,  Philip  Btnart,  Ldwis  B.  Stnr- 
gea,  Samud  Taggatt,  Uh  Tracj,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Labiin  Wheaton,  Leonwd 
l/Vhite,'  Thomas  Wilsoit,, Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

NATs^William  W.  Bihb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  James  Cochran,  Meshack  Franklin,  Edwin 
Gray,  BolHng  Hall,'Abner  Lacock,  Aaron  hyU,  Na- 
Uianiel  Macon,  SamneLMcKee,  Aranah  Metcalf,  Wm. 
Piper,  Williani  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Bmilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  DaVid  R. 
Williams. 

The  question  was  next  put  upon  agreeing  46 
the  report  f>f  the  Comji^ittee  to  suike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  contemplated 
the  buildiug  of  new  frigates ;  when 

Mr.  Williams  rose  and  spoke,  at  'considerable 
length.  He  said' (he  time  was  v^ry  inauspicious 
for  commencing  an  undertaking  of  such  magni- 
tude as  the  buUding  a  na?y,  which  could  b^of 
no  use  in  the  approaching  contest.  He  doubtad 
the  policy  pf  eogaff ing  in  the  businesr at  alt ;  for 
naries,  he  said,  had  deceived  the  hopes  of  every 
country  which  had  relied  upon  them ;  that  we 
could  never  expect  to  be  able  to  meet  Cheat  Brit- 
ain on  the  ocean )  that  we  had  fought  through 
the  Revolution  without  a  navy';  for  in  that  con- 
test, a  single  privateer  had  done  more  ^han  the 
few  ships  of  war  which  were  in  pb^essipn  of 
the  old  Cong;^ress;:  that  except  we  are  ahj^  to 
build  and  equip  a  navy  equal  to  meet  the  British 
at  se&.  we  wer^  better  withoui  one,  as  our  ships 
would  probably  fall  a  prey  to  their  superioj^  force,; 
that  his  greatest  objection  against  fi  navy  was, 
that  it  must  be  kem  up  ia  time  of  peace  as  well 
as  in  war;  that  wnen  the  gentlemen  spoke  of  a 
navy  as  cheaper  than  an  artny,  they  could  not 
mean  to  say  that  if  we  had  a  naVy  the  army 
could  be  dispensed  with-— they  coul^  npt,  for  in- 
stance, lake  possession  of  Canada  by  a  navy;' 
that  the  building,  of  a  navy  would  burden  the 
people  with  oppressive  taxes;  that  such  an  estab- 
lishment would  serve  only  to  increase  E^i^cutive 
patronage;  that  with  respect  to  comn^erce,  th^ 
people  were  willing  to  give  it  all  the  protection 
in  their  power,  but  they  could  not  provide  a  navy 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Ghbv^s  spoke  at  some  length  in  reply  t6 
Mr.  Williams. 

After  a  few.  words  of  reioinder  by  Mr.  Wil- 
UA1I8,  the  House  adjourned. 

Satuhoat,  January  25. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  conformity  to  ai  resolution 
which  he,  some  time  ago^  presented  to  the  Houae, 
in  relation  to  Indian  a&ua,  be  referred  to  a  select 
tommittee.1 — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  DavIu  R.  Williabcs  gave  notict  that  be 
ahould,  the  first  opportuoity  which  he  could  get, 
call  up  tbe  bill  tor  classifying  and  arming  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  JiiifiiiNoa  called  up  for  consideration  a  res- 
oktion,  which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  some 


time  ago,  calling  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ned  States  for  information  respecting  Indian 
agents  in  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  Territories, 
tonching  certain  treaties  and  purchases  of  lands* 
Asrreed  to. 

^r.  Cotf  niT  said,  that  by  a*report  of  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  made  on  the  8th  of  No- 
vember Jast,  there  apj^red  to  be  it  Ift^e  amount 
of  public  money  due  from  public  a&en.  He 
though  t^some  effieient  measures  ought  to  be  taken 
to  obtain  payment  of  these  arrears.  '  He,  there- 
fore, offered  the  fol losing  resolution: 
'  Resohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  If  eaaa 
bte  directed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  oi  the  suspen- 
sion of  payment  i^id  losses  which  have  accrued  from 
th^  dedication  of  public  officers,  and  repo^  to  this 
House'wbat  alterations  or  amendments  are  necesauy 
in  the  laws  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  in  order 
to  secure  the  prompt  payment  of  its  officers  in  future. 

AAer  a  f^w  explanatory  ebservatioos  from  Mr. 
Bacjon,  (chitirmaQ  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  M?ans,)  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  had  already  been  drawn 
to  this  subject,'  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  then  took  iip  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  ihe  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishtoent:  The -question  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whdle  to  stril^ 
ont  the' second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided 
for  the  building  of  a  number  of  new  frigates, 
being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Wright. — Mr.  Speaker:  Congress  having 
jfrovided'by  law  a  regular  army,  and  a  volunteer 
corps  sufficient  for  every  purpose  of  offence  and 
defence,  and  to  guard  our  terntorial  froi^tiers,  our 
attention  is  now  correctlv  drawn  to  the  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce,  our  seamen,  and  maritime 
frontiers,  bv  the  estltblishment  of  such  an  addi- 
tional naval  force  as  our  resources  may  enable  os, 
without  inconvenience  to  the  people,  commensu- 
rate to  the  object;  as  nearly  as  possible,  and  de- 
roand^ed  by  the  crisis,  and  the  public  expectation.. 
Sir,  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject.  I  am 
sorry  to  discover  aiiv  symptoms  of  geographical 
objections  to' the  bill;  and  I  am  prompted  oy  the 
occasion  to  remind  gentlemen  in  thia  House  of 
the  Valedictpry  Address-^the  official  lej^ncy— of 
the  immortal  Washington,  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, "not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  influenced  by 
^  any  geograpbical  considerations,  which  would 
^  set  in  array  one  section  of  the  Union  against 

*  another ;  tj^at  the  union  of  these  States  was  the 
'  sheet  anchor  of  our  hope,  and  its  nermanence  the 

*  best  securitjr  of  the  liberties  of  the  whole." 

Sir,  I  eot^der  the  American  people  one  great 
family,  united  by  the  social  compact*  bj  whteh 
the  interest  of  every  section  of  the  Union  is  to 
be  guarded  by  the  equal  energies  of  the  Qovern- 
ment ;  and  I  consider  Congress  as  the  father  of 
that  family,  i>ouad  by  an  equal  affection  to  every 
member  of  it,  to  protect  its  various,  distant,  and 
discordant  interests  with  parental  carcL  and  to 
dispense  its  justice,  its  favora,  and  its  bouDttiaa, 
with  ID  even  hand. 
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Sir,  eretj  member  of  thit  honorable  body  is 
the  representative  of  the  whole  AmerieanpeopJle^ 
and  by  the  grekt  charter,  which  was  sorely  a 
measure  of  compromise,  intended '  to  unite  the. 
American  people,  and .  b^F  that  unioa  to  gire 
strength,  and  by  its  organizatiotf  protection ;  by 
the  application  of  its  united  energies,  to  setme 
every  interest  of  eyerj^  portion  of  the,  great  Amer- 
ican empire. 

I  cantiot,  from  my  own  feelings  upon  the  occa- 
sion, and  the  recollecrion  of  the  commission  by 
which  we  are  appointed  Jo  act,  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  whole,  suffer 
myself  to  believe  thai  any  honorable  member 
will  suflfer  himself  to-be  influenced  by  any  other 
than  his  best  judgment  how  and  in  what  man- 
ner that  general  welfare  will  be  best  promoted, 
notwithstanding  the  violent  geographical  symp- 
toms that  have  manifested  themselres  in;  this 
case. 

I,  fbr  my  part,  should  blush  if  I  ip^as  influenced 
by  any  other  motives,  nor'will  I  ascrrbe  to  others 
that  of  which  I  for  myself  should  be  ashamed. 

Siir,  it  will  be  Keeollected  with  what  j^^^ompt- 
ness  this  House  lately  acted  in  providing  six  eDm« 
panics  of  rangers  to  patrol  the  territorial  frontiers 
of  the  West,  toguard  the  ehildi^n  of  the  woods 
on  that  frontiet  from  .the  savage  scalping  fcnifej  I 
with  pleasure  beheld  its  electric  transit  through 
■  the  House,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  fargotten  by 
gentlemen  of  that  quarter  -when  they  are  called 
oa  to  protect  the  maritime  frontiers  on  the  South 
and  the  East,  although  against  a  civilized  yet.  not 
less  savage  foe. 

I  hope  gentlemen' will -also  recollect  the  chain 
o(  redoubts  ok  our  territorial  frontiers,  and  th^t 
the  soldiers  of  our  peaee  establishment  are  sta- 
tioned there  for  their  protection. 

I  trust  the  recollectioti  of  these  things  will 
have  the  desired  effect,  and  that  this  honorable 
body  will  feel  not  oaly  its  jtistiee  and  equanim- 
ity, but  its  magnanimitv  enlisMj  in,  providing 
such  an  additional' naval  force,  as  will  not  only 
protect  comtnerce,  that  in  which  :we  are  all  in- 
terested, but  efi^tually  protect  our  maritime  fron- 
tiers, in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  seaboard 
and  bays  are  more  immediately  interested. 

Sir,  in  order  to'prcfsent  to  the  House  distinctly 
my  views  of  the  naval  force,  I  wish  at  thia  time 
to  add  to  our  present  navy  the  exact  amount  of 
the  expenses  of  ks  establishment,  and  the  annual 
expense  to  support  it,  as  well  as  the  resources  of 
the  nation  out  of  which  It  is  to  be  established 
and  supported,  and  the  exteut  o(  the  commerce 
to  be  hereby  protected — I  must  beg  their  induU 
gence  while  I  deal  a  little  in  official  detail,  and 
show  them  the  force  intended ;  the  expense  to  be 
incurred ;  the  funds  out  6f  which  4t  is  to  be  ef- 
fected, and  the  commerce  to  be  thereby  protected. 
But,  before  I  proceed,  permit  me  to  remark,  that 
the  force  I  shall  propose  is  limited  by  discovering 
ad  indisposition  in  some  gentleman  to  vote  for 
the  ten  S8-gun  fri^tes,  from  an  apprehension  of 
our  inability  at  this  time  to  meet  the  ei^ns^ 
and  in  others,  from  an  implacable  aversion  to  any 
Dtvf  at  mil,  and  not  from  any  objection  I  have 


to  the  fbrce  proposed.  Therefore,  from«  persua* 
sian  that  ,the  ten  38-guu  frigates  cannot  be  car- 
rfed,  as  ^ell  as  f^om  a  spirit  of  accommodation, 
I  propose  to  fill  the  bbnk  wi(h  six  32-gun  frig- 
ates, which  I  confidently  hope  will  ebtain.  The 
expense  of  building  six  3Si-gun  frigates,  by  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  is  $768,000, 
and  the  annual  elpense  of  supporting  them 
$512,000. 

Sir,  having  stated  the  force  and  the  expense  of 
establishing  and  maintaining  it,  I  will  now  state 
the  resources  of  the  nation,  out  of  which  it  b  to 
be  established  and.  supported.  The  public  kinds 
of  the  United  States  are  six  hulidred  millions  of 
acreSi^  which  are  now  sold  ^at  pot  less  than  two 
dollars  per  acre,  making  twelve  hundred  millions 
of  dollarsj  the  annual  interest  of  which  is,  at  six 
per  cettt.,  seventy-two  millions  of  dollars;  and 
these  lands  must  increase  in  value  in  a  ratio  pro- 

Sortioned  to  their  demand  and  reduced  quantity. 
ii>,  their  demahd  is  increasing  every  day  by  the 
emigration  of  our  own  citizens  to  them,  and  by 
their  invitation  to  foreigners,  who  are  crowding 
Mnto  this  asylum  of  liberty,  flying  &om  the  perse- 
cutions of  the  Old  World,  as  appears  by  the  late 
census^  and,  as  the  quantity  shal(  be  reduced, 
Congress,  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  purse, 
will  assuredly  increase  aud  graduate  the  price  by 
the  demand;  Sir,,  the  net-  revenue  on  impost 
and  tdnnage  ht^exceeded  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  year.  Our  exports  in  bne  year  of  pros^ 
perit^  have  exceeded  one  hundred  and  sevea 
milhons  of  dollars,  and  our  imports  have  exceeded 
seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  Our  re^stered 
tonnage 'Cm ployed  in  foreign  Commerce  is  984,- 
2G9  tons,  brides  that^  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade,  and  in  the  small  waters  of  the  United 
States. 

Sir.  can  it^be  possible  that  any  gentleman  not 
avers^'to'a  tnivy,  or  net  devoted  to  the  Chinese 
policy,  after  this  view  of  the  expense  of  building 
and  maintaining  six  thirty-two-gun  frigates,  and 
this  statement. of  the  resources  cu  the  nation,  the 
immense  amount  of  bur  exports  and  imports,  and 
the  great  amount  of  our  tonnage,  can  have  a 
doubt  of  our  means,  or  of  the  expediency  of  pro- 
tecting so  im1[X>rtant  an  interest?  I  trust  they 
will  not ;  and  that  they  vWill  grant  this  addi- 
tionalforce  to  shield  us  m  a  point  so  vulnerable, 
and  to  protect  interests  so  important.  I  will  re- 
mind ^entlemetr  that' everf  article  necessary  for 
the  building  these  frigates  is  the  product  of  this 
country,^  mready  aluibst  entirely  supplied,  and 
that  by  ^ur  own  citizens;  that  the  workmen  to 
be  empfoyed  in  building  these  ships  are  our  own 
citisleM ;  that  the  officers  and  toen  that  will  com- 
mand, navigate,  and  fight  them,  will  be  members 
of  this  great  family,  who  will  be'employed  as  a 
corps  of  sentinels  to  guard  our  commerce  and 
maritime  frontiers ;  that  not  a  cent  will  be  paid 
fbr  their  establishment  or  maintenance  but  to  our 
own  citizens:  ^o  that  every  farthing  that  i^  takea 
out  of  the  purse  of  the  nation  for  this  important 
pur[M>se  will  go  into  the  pocket  of  some  of  the 
familv,  who  will  be  beuented;  in  the  proportion 
that  tiie  nation  is  taxed  and  protected. 
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8ir,  some  gratlemen  seem  alarmed  i^t  the  ex- 
pense of  the  expected  war,  and  urge  that  as  a 
pretext  against  Totinrff  for  a  navy.  ToHhem  I 
say,  if  that  is  really  their  objection,  that  the  un- 
granted  lands  in  Caimda,  with  the'dutie^bo  im- 
post and  tonnage,  When  conquered,  wjl|  amply 
pay  us  for  all  the  expense  ot  liberating  that  peo- 
ple from  despotism,  and  adding  those  prp^inces 
to  the  Utiited  States  as  members  of  the  Union. 
Should  they  oppose  it,  it  will  be  with  reluctance. 
or  for  fear  we  should  not  succeed  y  or,  that  if  we 
did,  we  should  restore  them  back  again  to  Great 
Britain  at  the  end  of  the  war«  '  , 

Sir,  the  losses  we  bare  'sustained  by  captures 
made  at  sea,  invited  by  our  naral  Weakness,  are 
immense.  At  the  time  of  our  treaty  with  France, 
in  1800,  our  losses  by  captures  by  her  c^isers 
were  estimated  ^t  twenty-vfour  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  although  by  the  second  article  of  that 
iT^ty  France  proposed  to  make  th^e  C'aptores. 
and  the  claims  of  France  against  the  United 
States,  the  subject  of  future  negotiacion,  the  Sen- 
ate at  tW  time  rejected  that  article,  and  forced 
on  Mr.  J.  Adams  the  ratification  of  that  treaty 
without  it ;  he  declaring,  at  the  time  tliat  he  had 
rather  ratify,  the  treaty  with  It;  and  we  know 
that  the  loss  of  this  twenty-four  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  cbarffed  on  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administra- 
tion; although  the  treaty  was  jatiAed  by  the 
Senate  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Adams',  and  in  the 
manner  I  have  stated.  The  Senate  aAeged  that 
it  was  to  get  rid  of  the  guarantee  of  the  posses- 
sions of  France  in  the  West  Ikidies;  although  it 
reciph>call]^  bound  France  to  the  guarantee « of 
the  possessions  of  the  Umted  States  in.  Aioerica, 
and  was  made  at  (he  eventful  crisie  of  the  Rev^ 
olutfon,  in  1778. 

Sir,  1  always  suspect  its  rejection  was  iniended« 
to  loosen  the  bands  that  connected  the  U&ited 
States  whh  France,  more  closely  to  connect  us 
with  Great  Britain;  although  France li ad  bieen 
the  first  foreign  nation  to  ac^Qwledge  our  in'de- 
pendence,  and  by  treaty  to  guarantee  to  us  as  a 
nation  all  the  possessions  of  the  United  States  in 
America,  so  far  as  it>  could  be  effected  by  the  co- 
operation of  her  navy  and  arn^y ;  so  that,  in  fact, 
1  conceive  the  loss  of  this  twenty-four  milHoas  of 
dollars  a  sacrifice  of  the  commercial  interests  of 
this  country  at  the  shrine  of  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  the  spoliations  by  Great^ritain  and  France 
under  th^ir  Orders  in  Council  and  decrees,  ad^ 
mitted  by'  both  nations  to  be  a  violation  o(  our 
neutral  rights,  have  subjected  the  United  States 
to  incalculable  lo^es;  one  hundred  millions  of 
dollars  would  not  pay  us  for  the  obstructioji^  and 
spoliations  on  oiir  legitimate  n^tral  commerce ; 
and  although  France  has  so  modified  her  Berlin 
and  Milan  deck'ees  that  they  have  ceased  to  vio- 
late our  neutral  commerce,  yet  she  has  but  com- 
muted them  for  municipal  restrictions  truly  op- 
pressive, and  we  are  yet  kft  to  hope  she  will 
make  compensation  for  these  epoUations ;  while 
on  the  other  band  Great  Britain,,  notwithstanding 
her  repeated  asseverations,  that  whea  France 
should  revoke  her  decrees  violating  our  neutral 
commerce,  that  sha  woald  revolt  hat  Ordera  ia  i 


Cpuaeil;  yet)  sir,' we  are  uot  left  to  hope,  that  she 
will  comply  with  her  a^urauAes,  however  offi- 
cially and  repeatedly  aiade;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
she  haa  multiplied  her  aggressions,  and  added 
new  insults  to  repeated  injuries. 

Sir,  it  is  .impossible  that  the  American  people 
eair  or  wiU  submit  to  such  a  state  of  things,  or 
.that  their  Repreaentatives  can,  as  such,  kei  aa 
indisposition  to  prepare  a  force  to  redress  it,  such 
as  the  resources  of  the  natioa  will  justify  to  be 
applied  to  that  purpose. ,     - 

Sir,  thi3  highMoinded,  magqanimous  people, 
whose  claims  are  juat,  and  whose  spirit, and  ex- 
peetatioos  are  alive  to  avenge  their  wrongs,  mo^t 
and  will  be  gratified  in  plaping  the  nation  in  aa 
attitude  and  iu  an  armor  to  suit  the  crisis ;  they 
will  applaud  their  Representatives  for  preparing 
a  navy  to  arrest  the  lawless  career  of  the  pirates 
of  the  ocean,  to  retaliate  by  reprisals  on  ti»eir 
commercie  and  seamen— ^on  the  elendent  of  our 
wrong*. 

Sir,  the  United  States  are  insular  in  their  aita- 
ation  in  gelation  to  £urope,  Asia,  and  Africa,  as 
well^as  to  the  West  Indie^,  and  indeed  their 
.  coasting  trade  apd  cpmmerce  with  South  Amer- 
ica makes  a  naval,  foroe .  all  important  for  its 
protection ;  while  ,tbe  commerce  of  Europe  to 
t^e  West  Indies  and  to  South  America  is  pecuU* 
arly  exposed  in  its  nassage  along  our  widely-ex- 
tended seajboaV4,  wnereby  she  may  be  greatly 
distressed  without oiir  leaving  pur  own  coast. 

Sir,  we  are  tpld  of  her  immense  naval  strength, 
and.  of  the  tmpfactioabilrty  of  our  fighticijg  her 
ships-of-the-line.  Sir,  it  is  ner  frigates  and  lighter 
ships  of  war  w0  intend  td  fight,  and  her  mer- 
chantmen wet  intend  to  ^pture.  Ir  is  not  her 
vlin'e  of  battle  ships  that  capture  oar  marohant- 
men ;  it  is  her  frigates,  sloops  of  war,  .letters  of 
marque,  and  privateers.  She  has  eaough  for  her 
ships-of-the-line  to  do  nearer  home.  ~ 

We  are  informed  by  the  official  reports  ot  the 
French  nation  that  an  immense  ivavy  is  prepar- 
ing in  France,  and  that  in  1813  it  will  be  ready. 
%nd  equal  to.  that  of  Great  Britain.  We  shall 
then  have  nothing  to  fear  from  her  line  of  battle 
ship^;  she  will  never  send  them  here,  and  leave 
herself  expose^  to  so  awful  and  powerful  aa 
eneihyat  home.  I  hope'  the  ocean  will  swarm 
with, XHir  frigates,  sloops  of  war,  letters  of  marqoe, 
and  privateers,  and  that  the  war  on  commerce 
shall  no  longer  i>e  carried  on  only  oa  one  side, , 
but  that  the  nation  and  the.  people  will  unite  id 
the  majesty  of  their  strength,  and  with  an  iadifc^ 
nation  ^r^dua ted  by  their  wrongs,  so  long  and  «ao 
unmeritedly  inflicted<- 

Sir,  the^dopdoA  of  this  bill  is  due  to  distribu- 
tive justice,  it  is  due  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation,  it  is  due  to  the  expec^tions-of  the  Ameri- 
can peoplej  and  it  is  peculiarly,  iii  my  opitiioo, 
due  to  ourselves^    ^ 

It  has  been  said  that  these  frigates  will  be 
taken  as  soon  as  they  go  out.  There  can  be.no 
necessity  of  their  bein^  exposed  to  fi«6t  8hjp»K>f- 
the-line.  Great  Britain,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
France,  with  her  mighty  navy,  has  not  been  able, 
to  arrest  the  spoliations  by  Freneh  ftigaies)  who 
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eapuite  and  destroy  her  conuaelrce  tq  an  iimaeose 
amount,  nor  do  we  heat  of  the  eaptare  of  French 
frigates  by  firitisk  sh  i ps-of-tbe-tine.  1  hope^tbes^ 
gentlemen  will  banish., their  irtoandless  oooject- 
nres^  nor  suffer  the  .energies  of  the  natipa  to  be 
paralyzed  bv  such  anti-national  feelings,  but  will 
join  cordially  io  a  meaaore  $o  intimately  con- 
nected with,  the  proleotion  of  your  eoi&meroe, 
your  seamen,  land  your  national  honor. 

I  hope  they  wiU  reedUect  the  loss  the  nation 
endured  by  one  year's  embargo^  Fifteen  millions 
of  net^reFenue  on  imports,  besides  the  advantage 
of  the  exj>ortation  of  upwards  qf  «n  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  the,  sniplus  prododts  of  the 
labory  the  industry,  and  enteirprise  of  this  coun- 
try ;.  and  I  asj^.if  this  was  not  iibposed  on  the 
Bation  because  of  our  i^aval  imbecility  and  ina- 
bility to  protect  Qor.  commerce  $  and  shall  we  not 
profit  by  thisiesson  of  fatal  experience? 

6ir,  I  ask  gentlemen,  if  they  ever  heard  of  eren 
a  baggage  wagon  going  withgut  a  guard  in  the 
neigh borkood  of  an  enemy!  and  shall  we  exjpos^ 
ovi'  immenae  commerce  and  Our  seamen,  oli  Ike 
great  highway  of  nations,  swarming  with  pirates, 
without  a  guard,  upon  the  plea  of  poverty,  wfai«h 
this  view  of  our  resources  will  induee^ery  candid 
man  to  overrule?  Sirj  our  Saviour  advised  his 
apostles  to«e|l  their  cioaka  to  buy  swords  to  pvotect 
them  against  robbers  when  ^om^Heyiof  through  tke 
wilderness }  and  shall  we,  m  the  full  ^ide  of  our 
prosperity,  with  such  immense  resources,  refuse'  to 
aopply  this  small  naval  armameat.to  guard  us 
through  the  great  highway  of  nations,,  infested' 
with  sea-robbers  ?  No,  sir;  this  House  has  justly 
and  liberally  provided  an  army  to  protect  mir  ter^ 
rttorial  frontiers^and  to  aveiige^otir  wrongs,  and 
I  confidenily  hope  will,  proride  this  additional 
Bi^val  force  ibr  the  proteetitaxf  our  commerce^ 
our  seamen,  and .  out  maritime  frontiers. 

Mr.  Speaker,  having  presented  my  view  of  the 
projected  fbrce,  the  expense  of  establish  iug  and 
mamtaining  it,  the  resources  of  the  nation,  and 
the  important  interests  to  be  protected  and  secured 
by  this  additiODcl  naval  armament,  I  mustbeg  the 
further  iqdulgence  of , the  Houae  whiie  f  make  a 
short  reply  to  some  of  the  prominei^t  remarks  of 
the  honorabb  member  fr6m  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
D.  E.  WiuJAMS,)  and  this,  sir,  I  shall  do  with 
the  most  profound  respect  for  that  gentleman. '  I 
aincerely  regret  to  find  hin^  enroled  with  the 
opponents  to  the  navy,  after  his  distinguishing 
himself  so  highly  by  his  .excellent  speech  in  fkvor- 
of  the  army,  so  coiigenial  with  the  feelings  of  the 
aation  and  my  own. 

Sir,  is  it  not  a  little  extraordinary^  that  this 
l^ntleman  ahotlld  be  opposed  to  this  little  addi- 
ti^a  to  the  navy,  ibr  fear  it  might  be  misapplied, 
to  endaOgerthe  liberties  of  the  people^  whenjhe, 
with  a  fervor  peculiarly  his  own,  at  the  same  time 
wished  to  be  armed  with  the  red  lightning,  with 
which  he  told  us  he  would  drjve  the  fast-anchored 
British  isle  from  her  moortiMps,  and  in- a  feverish 
Vkaaner  threatened  to  make  havoc  on  both  aides 
of  the  British  Channel  ?  I  mOst  eater  my  protest 
against  his'  being  armed'with  this  power.  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  should  remain  where  it  is,  and 


where  we  know  it  will  not  be  abuaed.  Sir,  be  has 
told  us  that  tke  United  States  Were  boVn  without 
a  navy,  that  thete.was  no  navy  in  the  Revolution, 
and  that  without  a  navy  We  had  attained  our  pre- 
r  sea  thigh  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  e^rth. 

Tkat  the  United  ^ates  were  doaceived  with- 
out a  nary  I  admit,  but  that  they  labored  under 
the  want  of  a  navy  at  the  commeneement  of  the 
Reyolution  I  insist,  or  Qeaeral  Gage  and  his  sav- 
age army  would  never  haveesoap^  from  Boston, 
the  cradle  of,  the  Revolution ;  but  the  hardy,  Her- 
•cttUaa  spos  of 'NeW'Bogland  would  have  made 
them. pay; for  their  temerity,  and  by  their  extirpa- 
tion have  oMide  them  expiate  e^ery  drop  of  blood 
shed  at  Lexington  and  Bunker's  Hill. 

But,  'sir,  it  Will  evef  be  grratefully  recollected 
by  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  that  the  cap- 
ture of  Cornwallis's-  army  at  York  town,  by  the 
united  arms  of  France  and-America,  put  a  glori- 
ous period  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  gave 
birth  to  the  empire  of  America;,  and  that  this 
great  achieYement  w^s  accoipplbhed  by  the  co- 
operation of  the  navy  of  France,  thep  our  mag- 
nanimous ally,  that  *^  wonderfhl  people,"  whom 
the  enemies  of  the  Revolution  will  therefore  never 
forgive.   •  * 

He  tells  us,  England  alone  has  been  benefited 
by  a  navy,  l  will  admit,  that  even  her  existehee 
has  been  preserved  by  her nary ;  but  I  must  in- 
sist, at  the  same  time,  that  we  have'  been  neatly 
ruined  Ibi' the  want  of  one.  ^ 

^e  asks,  if  the  Prestdent  has  been  able  with 
our  present  navv  and  gunboats  to  prevent  the 
British  from  blockading  upour  ports a^d  harbors? 
I  in  reply  say,  no^sir,  the  President  has  not.  And 
why  has*  he  not  ?  Because  he  had  not  the  power 
by  law,  nor  the  inclination,  without  it,  to  break  the 
peace  of  that  nationv  I,  in  my  turn,  ask  that  ^en- 
tlemkn^  whether  the  President  has  not  (since 
Great  Britain  was  by  law  interdicted  the  pbrts 
and  harbori  of  the  United  Stales)  effectually  pre- 
vented it  by  his  proclamation,  aod  by  our  frigates 
and  gunboats  ?  ,We  all  reeollecl  the  recent  case 
of  a  British  frigate  anchoring  in  Hampton  Roads, 
wfaoseeommanderyhearine  of  a  meditated  attack 
by  the  gunboats  at  Norfolk,  cut  her  cables  io  the 
Bi)^ht  and  ruA  awav  to  sea  to  avoid  the  conflict, 
although  .these  gunboats  are-so  ^equeutly  libelled 
on  this  floor. 

This  gentleman,  not  con  teat  with  opposing  this 
additional  iMval  armamejiit,  has  also  attack^  the 
little  navy  we  have.  He  has  told  us  ^  the  system 
is  rotten  to  the  core/'  that  the  navy  accounts  are 
always  incorrect,'and  that  they  are  made  out  so 
that  the  expense  of  the  repairs  to  the  respective 
vessels  in  the  navy  yard,  ^'^  under  the  nose  of  the 
QoTcrnment,"  cannot  be  distinguished  from^ach 
other.  Sir,  if  that  subject  is  exanfioed  with  can- 
dor, it  will  be  found  to  arise  from  the  prOmiscu- 
'^ons  use  of  the  materials  provided  at  the  navy 
^ard,  where  several  vessels  iae  repairing  at  the 
same  time,  and  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
Vrhole  repairs  are  correctly  stated ;  and  that  it 
would  be  next  to  impracticable  to  distinguish 
where  the  tLml>er,  plank,  spikes,  oakum,  and  paint, 
were  promiscuoudy  used^.to  which  vessel  it  was 
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pirticuturly  applied-*-nor  can  it  b6  maierial^or  any 
evidence  of  a  misapplicaftion  of  naral  funds.  But, 
sir,  is  it  a  fair  mode  to  try  the  merits  of  a  system, 
a  system  approved  by  its  adoption  |>y  the  nation, 
by  a  charge  of  abu5e  in  its  management?  I 
should  presume  not ;  we  ought  to  correct  the  abu- 
ses and  preserve  the  system. 

Sir,  we<  have  recently  bad  (he  distinguished  aid 
of  that  gentleman  to  rais^  an  army  of  twenty-five 
thousand  regulars.  I  ask  him,  whetfat^r  the  clamors 
of  abuse  in  the  sickness  and  deaths  in  the  army 
of  New  Orleans,  wpnld  have  had  any  operation 
on  his  vote?  No,  sifyl  am  confiden't  it  would 
no^i  s^nd  we  all  know,  notwithstanding  those 
clamors,  that  the  mortality  anaong  tbe.^oops  at 
that  time  was  owing  to  the  sickly  seasoa  on  raw 
troops  in  a  sickly  countrjf^  peculiarly  sickly  at  the 
time,  and  bjr  the  visitation  of  heaven,  against 
which  no'policy  could  have  obtained ;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve that  any  man  of  candor,  acquainted  with  the 
history  Of  that  business,  can  withhold  his  appro- 
bation of  the  honest  zeal  and  official  solicitode 
both  of  the  Secretary  at  War  and  the  Cofomander- 
in-Chief,  to  preserve  the  health  and  lites  of  that 
army.  -     .  ,    ^  ^ 

Sir,  we  are  told,  thkl  the  British  hare  taken 
and  destroyed  a  great  number  of  the  French 
tbips*of-the-Une,jand  that  they  wiU  certainly  de- 
stroy our  liiile  nary ;  'hhat  our  naval  officers  had 
taken  the  oath  of  blood,"  and  would  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  sunk  before  they  Would  strike  theiir 
colore.  That  the  Biltish  have  captured  and  de- 
stroyed many,  of  the  French  ships-of-the-line  in 
battle,  by  their  superior  force,  I  readily  admit,  hut 
that  tney  had  pai^  dearly  for  it,  candor  most  al- 
14 w.  The  light  ships,  sloops  of  war,  and  'priva- 
teers of  France,  howerer,  have  •greatly  distressed 
the  British  commerce  by  captures  to  aa.immense 
amount,  and  yet  Great  Britain,  although  in  sight 
of  her,  h&d  not  been  able  to  prevent  it,  although 
France  had  scarcely  a  ship-of-the-line  upon-  the 
ocean ;  so  that,  hy  examining. the  naval  histoiry  of 
Franoeand  Bngland,  we  are  rafher  encouraged  to 
provide  this  force  f  and  I  hope  we  shall  TOte  for 
this  bill,  although  we  have  been  told,  (though  not 
by  the  gentlemad  from^  South  Carolina)  that 
"  Kngland  is  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world,"  as 
we  well  know  she  is  plundering  the  oommei^e  of 
the  greater  part  of  it. 

Sir,  that  our  na^al  officers  have* distinguished 
themselves,  is  proudly  admitted  by.usail.and  that 
to  secure. the  restor^itton  of  American  impressed 
seamen  by  reprisal*  on  British  sobjectis,  ahd' their 
exchange  for  our  citizens  groaning  in  bondage,, 
would  gladden  the  heart  of  every  honest  tar,  as  wftll 
as  every  real  American,  I  hope  shortly  to  see  real- 
ized. Our  naval  officers,  for  so  noble  a  purpose, 
would  nobly  fulfil  their  **  oath  of  bloody"  an  oath 
taken  by  every  officer  of  the  army  and  navy  when 
he  ukes  his  commission.  **  Blood  for -blood,"  li 
an  injunction  of  oor  holy  religion  $  it  is  therefore^ 
ehristii^n  duty«  I  recollect,  about  the  eemmenee 
meat  of  the  war  of  the  Rerolution,  readinga  ser- 
mon preached  in  Virginia,!  think  by  a  Bir.J^aTis, 
to  a  body  of  troops  just  marching  against  the  In- 
diana, who  had  been  imbruing  their  hands  in  the 


blood  ^  th*ir  eoantrymen  on  the  frontiers — on 
this  text— *<  Cursed  be  him  who  dOeth  the  work  of 
the  Lord  deceitfully,  and  carsed  be  hioa  that 
keepeth  back  his  sword  from  blood."  And  does 
not  the  marder  of  American  seamen  call  as  loud 
for  justice?  , 

Sir,  I  am  really  surprised  that  this  gentleman 
should  V  deny  this  snAUl  nayal  reipforcement  to 
our  little  naYy ;  whose  officers,  he  tells  as,  are  ao 
brave.  ,  I  am  sure  if  ou>  army  was.  inf<^ior  to  the 
opposing  for($e,  he  would  make  it  at  least  equal  to 
that  of  the^enemy.  I  think  if  he  will  iK>t  grant 
thisadditional  force  because  it  would  be  destroyed 
by  the  enemy, he. tipon  his  own  principles,  is  bound 
to  lay  up  0UT  little  navy  in  ordinary,  tosav^  it  also 
from  dest^ction.  '        ^ 

Sir,  to  maj^nify  our  difficulties  be  tells  as,  if  we 
had  thisadditional  force  we  could  notiget  seamen 
io*man  them  without  starving  them  into  it,  or  by 
impreesment;  against  which  he  entered  -  his  pro- 
test. 

I  have  never  heard  before  of  any  difficulty  in 
oumning  onr  frigate»  in  times  of  peaee>  and  I  am 
tery  confident  that  in  time  of  war,  when' the  valor 
and  patriotism  of  our  seamen  was  in  r^nisition, 
and  the  rich  prize  harvest  was  before  them,  there 
woold  be  less  difficulty. 

Although  I  should  Join  in  protesting  against  the 
impressment  of  American  aelimen,  which  is  a  par- 
tial official  demarkation  of  particular  persoas,  by 
the  capricious  selection  of  the  officer ;  yet,  sir,  I 
can  see  no- principle  of  discrlminatioa  between  a 
fair  dra\2ght  of  seamen,  to  defend  their  cotmtry  on 
their  element,  the  water,  and  of  militiamen  to 
defend  their  country  on  the  iaiid ;  though^  I  bo^, 
the  patriotism^  of  the  sons  of  Americh  will  never 
make  a  draught  in  either  case  necessary. 
.  Although,  sir,  thiff  gentleman  has  so  pdwerfoiiy 
opposed  this  proposed  additional  force,'!  think  if 
his  arguments  are  fairly  examined,  the  United 
States  cannot  sustain  ;an^  material  loss  by  its 
adpption,^or  he^  has  expressed  a  very  .unkind  dis- 
position to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stated,  in 
their  individual  capacities,  whose  interest  be  af- 
fects so  sedulously  to  protect  in  their  national 
character.  -  -  v  •  , 
H  He  has  told  us,"  that  tlie  letters  of  marque  and 
privateers  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  will 
destroy  the  British  pommerce;  he  will  trust  to 
them."  What,  sir,  does  he  wish  that'oatioaal 
wrongs  shonld  be  redressed  by  individual  enter- 
prise, without  leadiogthe  little  aid  contemplated  ? 

Sir,  if  private  citizens  can  make  a  profit  by  fit- 
ting out  privateers,  by  the  amount  of  their  prizes, 
will  not  the  frigates  contemplated,  fitted  out  by 
the  nation,  be  as  likely  to  sulceei?  Can  the 
United  Statesj  when  the  tiinber  is  prepared  and 
the  ordnance  ready,  feel  greatfr  difficulties  than 
the  individual,  who  will  be  obliged  to  provide 
every  material  for.the  special  occasion,  and  which 
will  be  no  longer  usefeil  to  him  ? 

Sir,  the  gentleman  has  demonstrated,  that  the 
voting  these  frigate^  must  b^  expedient,  or  that  he 
wish^  to  involve  private  adventurers  in  an  on- 
profitable  enterprise,  to  pron^ote  the  public  good. 
His  official  zeal  to  pKeserve  the  treasure  n  his 
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eooBtry  bas  made  bim  forget  the  interest  of  bis 
eouDtrymen.  He,  sir,  in  bis  conclusioo  made  an 
uofortanate  remi^k,  that  we  have  ^^a  noble  foe," 
to  contend  with,  and  oii^bt  to  act  with  peca- 
liar  caution.  ^A  noble  foe,"  Mr.  Sfieaker !  If  the 
most  flagrant  violation  of  our  neutral  cotiiroerce, 
by  its  indiscriminate  plunder,  be  "noble 4"  if  the 
raoet  unhallowed,  piratical  practice  of  impressing 
DatiTfi  Americaii  seamen  be  "  noble ;"  if  the  com- 
pelling impressed  native  American  seamen  to  shed 
the  blood  of  their  countEy,  be  "noble;"  if  mur- 
dering -and  hanging  American  seamen  in  cold 
blood  be  "  noble  ?  if,  after  firing  the  first  shot,  (he 
fixing  it  on  us,  by  the  perjuries  of  a  whole  crew, 
be  ^oble,"  they  are  certainly  a  nation  of  nobles. 
But,  sir,  I  differ  mrost  cordially  with  that  gentle- 
man  in  their  bein^  a  noble  foei^l  really  consider 
them  «  band  of  perjared  piratical  plunderers, 
murderers,  and  sea-ro^ibers,  and  I  feel  no  besita- 
tioD  in  declaring  them  an  ^ignoble  fob,  whom  I 
hope  very  soon  to  s^e  chasti^d  by  the  strong  arm 
of  avenging  justice.  - 

Mr.  ^uiNOx.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  address 
you^on  this  occasion,  with  no  affected  difiidenoe,. 
and  with  many  doubts  concerning  the  expediency 
of  taking  any  part  in^  this  debate.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  subject  has  been  discussed  with  a  zeal, 
industry,  and  taleol,  whjch  leave  but  little  scope 
for  novelty,  either  in  topic  or  ilhistration.  On  the 
other  hand,  arguments  from  this  side  of  the  House^ 
in  favor  of  this  question,  are  received  with  so  nat^ 
ural  a  jealousy,  that  L  know  not  whether  mo^e 
may  not  be  lost  than^ined  by  so  unpropitious  a 
support. '  Indeed,  sir^  if  this  subject  bad  been  dis- 
cussed on  narrow  or  temporary  or  party  princi- 
ples, I  should  have  been  silent.  On  such  ground, 
1  could  not  condescend  to  debate — I  could  dot  hope 
to  influence.'  But,  the  seale  of  discussion  has  been 
enlarged  and  libe/al^-^relative  rather  to  the  gen- 
eral system,  than  to  the  particular  exigency.  In 
almost  every  respect,  it  has  been  honorable  to  the 
House,  and  auspicious  to.  the  prospects  of  the 
nation.  In  siich  a  state  of  feeling  and  sentiment, 
I  could  not  refrain. from  indulging  the  hope  that 
suggestions,  even  from  so  fayonte  a  quarter,  wodld 
be  received  with  candor — perhaps  with  attention. 
And,  wlien  I  consider  the  deep  interest  which,  the 
State  from  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  Rep- 
resentative has,  according  to  my  apprehension,  in 
the  event,  I  cannot  permit  the  opportunity  entirely 
to  pass,  without  bringing  my  small  tribute  of 
reflection  to  the  general  stock  of  the  House.    , 

The  object  I  shall  chiefly  attempt  to  enforce,  is, 
th^  necessity  and  duty  of  a  systematic  protection 
of  our  maritime  rights,  by  maritime  means.  I 
would  call  the  though iful  and  intelligent  men  of 
this  House  and  nation  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
essential  connexion  between  a  naval  fprce,  pro- 
portionate to  the  circumstances  of  our  seacoast, 
the  extent  of  our  commerce,  and  the  inherent  en- 
terprise of  our  people :  I  say,  sir,  I  would  call  them 
to  the  oontempiatipa  of  the  essential  connexibn 
between  such  a  naval  force  and  the  ^fety,  pros- 
perity, and  existence,  of  our  Union.  In  the  course 
of  my  observations,  and  as  a  subsidiary  argument, 
I  shall  also  attempt  to  show  the  connexion  be- 


tween the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  a  system- 
atic maintenance  of  our  maritime  rights,  by  mar- 
itime mean?,  and  relief  from  our  present  national 
embarrassments.*  ^ 

I  confess  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  never  can  look — 
indeed,  in  my  opinion,  no  American  statesman 
ought  ever  to  looK—ron  any  question  touching  the 
vital  interests  of  this  nation,  or  of  any  of  its  com- 
ponent parts,  without  keeping  at  all  times  in  dis- 
tinct view  the  nature  of  our  political  association, 
and  the  character  of  the  independent  sovereign- 
ties which  compose  it. .  Among  States,  tbe  .only 
sure'  and  permanent  bond  or  union  is  irUerest, 
And  the  vital  interests  of  States,  although  they 
may  be  sometimes  obscured,  can  never,  for  a  very 
lon^  time,  be  misapprehended.  The  natural  pro- 
tection which  the  essential  interests  of  the  great 
compobentpdrtsofour  political  association  require 
will  be  sooner.or  later  understood  by  the  States 
concerned  in  those  interests.  If  a  protection,  upon 
system,  be  not  provided^  it  is  impossible  that  dis- 
content should  not  resuU.  And  need  I  tell  states- 
men, that,  when  ^reat  local  discontent  is  com- 
bined in  those  sections  with  great  physical  power, 
and  with  acknowledged  portions  of  sovereignty, 
the  inbred  ties  of  nature  will  be  too  strong  for  the 
artificial  ties  of  parchment  compact.  Hence  it 
results  that  the  essential  interests  of  the  great  com- 
ponent parts  of  our  association  ous:ht  to  be  the 
polar  ligbta  of  all  our  statesmen-^by  them  they 
should  guide  their  course.  '  Accord iog  t6  the  bear- 
ings and  variations  of  those  lights,  should  the 
statesmen  of  such  a  coi^ntry  adjust  tbejr  policy — 
always  bearing  in  mind  two  assurances,  as  funda- 
mental principles  of  acu'on,  which  the  nature  of 
things  teaches,  that,  althougjh  temporary  circa m- 
stances^-party  spirit,  local  rivalries,  personal  jeal- 
ousies, suggestions  of  subordinate  interests— may 
weaken,  or  even  destroy,  for  a  time,  the  influence 
of  the  leading  and  permanent  interests  of  any 
great  section  of  the  country,  yet  those  interests 
mpst  ultimately  and  necessarily  predominate,  and 
swallow  up  all  these  local  and  temporary  and  per- 
sonal and  subordinate  considerations ;  in  other 
w6rds,.the  fhinor  interests  will  soon  begin  to  real- 
ize the  essential  connexion  which  exists  between 
their  prosperity  and  the  prosperity  of  those  great 
interests  which,  in  such  sections  of  the  country, 
nature  has  made  predominant;  and  that  no  polit- 
ical connexion  among  free  States  can  be  lasting, 
or. ought  to  be,  which  systematically  oppresses,  or 
systematically  refuses  to  protect,  the  vital  inter- 
esu  of  any  of  the  sovereignties  which  compose  it. 

I  have  recurred  to  these  general  considerations, 
to  introduce  and  elucidate  this  principle,  which 
is  the  basis  of  my  arguoient,  that^  as  it  h  the  in- 
cumbent duly  of  every  nation  to  protect  its  essen- 
tial interests,  so,  it  is  the  most  impressive  and 
critical  duty  of  a  nation,  composed  or  a  voluntary 
association  of  vast,  powerful,  and  independent 
Stales,  to  protect  the  essential  interests  of  all  its 
great  ^compooent  parts.  And  I  add^  that  this  pro- 
tection must  not  be  formal  ot*  fictitious,  but  that 
it  must  be  proportionate  to  the  greatness  of  those 
interests,  and  of  a  nature  io  give  content  to  the 
States  concerned  in  their  protection. 
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Id  reference  to  this  principle,  tbe  course  of  my 
reflections  will  foe  gfuided  bf  two  general  inqui- 
ries— the  nature  of  the  interes^  to  be  protected, 
and  tbe  nature  of  tbe  protection  to  be  extended. 
In  pursuing  these,  Inqiiiries,  I  shall  touch  v£ry 
slignfly,  if  at  all,  on  the  abstract  duty  pf'protec- 
tioD,  which  is  the  rery  end  of  all  political  as90ci- 
ations,  and,  without  the  ajttainiQefit  of  which,  they 
are  burdens,  and  no  blessings.  But,  I  shall  keep 
it  mainly  in  my  purpose  to  establish  the  connex- 
ion between  a  naval  force  and -commercial  pros-'- 
perity ;  and  to  show  the  nature  of  tjie  necessity, 
and  the  degree  of  our  capacity,  to  give  to  our  mar- 
itime rights  a  maritime  protection. 

In  contemplating  the  nature  of  the  intertet  to 
be  protected,  three  prominent  featutes  strike  the 
eye,  and  direct  the  course  of  reflection,  yjz:  its 
locality,  its  greatness,  and  iXs  permanency.    . 

The  locality  of  any  great  interest,  in  an  associ- 
ation of  Slates,  such  as  compose  this  Union,  wiH 
be  a  circumstance  of  primary  importance^  in  the 
estimation  pf  every  wise  statesman. .  When  a  great 
interest  is  equally  diflused  over  the  whole  mass, 
it  may  be  neglected  or  oppressed  or  even  aban- 
doned^ with  less  hazard  of  internal  dissension. 
The  equality  of  the  pressure  lightens  the  burden. 
The  common  nature  of  tbe  interest  removes  tbe 
causes  of  jealousy.  A  concehrn,  equally  affecting 
the  happiness  of  every  oart  of  the  nation,  it  is  nat- 
ural to  suppose,  is  equally  dear:io  all,'  and  equally 
undei^tood  by  all.  Hepce  results  acquiescence 
in  any  artificial  or  political  embarrassment  of  it. 
Sectional  fears  and  suspicions,  in  such  catte,  have 
no  food  for  ^pport,'andLno  stirnulant  for  activity. 
But,  it  is  far  otherwise  when  a  great  interest  is, 
from  its  nature,  either  wholly,  or  in  a  very  great 
proportion  local.  In  relation  to  such  a  local  inter- 
est, it  is  impossible  that  jealousies  and  suspicions 
should  not  ari^e,  whenever  it  is  obstructed  by  any 
artificial  or  political  i!mbarcassment ;  and  it  i&aUo 
impossible  that  they  should  not  be,  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  just.  It  is  true,  of  the  wisest  and  the 
best  and  the  most  thoug^itful  of  our  species,  that 
they  are  so  constituted  as  not  deeply  to  realize  the 
importance  of  interests  which  anect  them  not  at 
all,  or  very  remotely^  Every  local  circle  of  States, 
as  well  as  of  individuals,  has  a  set  of  interests, 
in  the  prospertfv  of  which,  the  happiness  of  the 
section  to  which  they  belong  is  identified  y — in 
relation  to  which  interests,  the  hopes  and  the  fears, 
the  reasoning^  and  the  schemes,  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  such  sections  are  necessarily  fashioned  and 
conducted.  It  is  morally  impossible,  that  those 
concerned  in  such  sectional  interests  should  not 
look  with  some  degree  of  jealousy  oh  schemes 
adopted  in  relation  to  i^iose  interests,  and  prose- 
cuted by  men,  a  majority  of  whpm  have  a  very 
remote  or  very  small  stake  in  them.  And  this 
jealousy  must  rise  to  kn  extreme  height,  when  the 
course  of  measures  adopted,  Whether  they  have 
relation  to  the  management  or  the  protection  of 
kuch  interests,  wholly  contravene  the  opinions  and 
the  practical  experience  of  the  persons  immedi^ 
ately  concerned  in  them.  This  course  of  reflec- 
tion has  a  tendency  to  illustrate  this  idea — that, 
as  in  every  political  association  it  is  of  primary 


importance  that  the  i?reat  iateresta  of  each  loetl 
section  should  be  skilfully  and  honestly  mapaged 
and  protected, so,  in  selecting  the  mod^  and  meaoi 
of  management  and  protection,  an  especial  Fcgaid 
should  be  had  toitbe  content,  and  rational  satis- 
faction of  those  mostr  deeply  concerned  in  soeh 
sectional  interests.  Theories  and  speculatiens  of 
the  closet,  however  abundant  in  a  show  of  wis- 
dom, are  never  to  be  admitted  to  take  the  plaee 
of  those  principles  of  coadopt  in  which  experienee 
has  shown  the  prof»perity  and  safety  of  sftch  inter- 
ests to  coQsist.  Practical  koowledgej  and  that 
sagacity  which  results  from  longattieotroD  to  great 
interests,  never  fail  to  inspire  a  just  seif<onfi- 
dence  in  relation  to  those  interests—^  coofidence 
not  to  be  browbeaten^ by 'a\ithority,  nor  circtNB- 
vented  by  any  greneral  reasoning.  And,  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  it  is  scarc^y  of>  more  im- 
portance ^bat  the  course  adopted  should  be  wise, 
than  that  content  and  rational  tettsfaetion  ahooid 
be  given.  ■  ^    ' 

On  this^  topic  of  locality,  I  isfatU  eonfloe  myself 
to  one  or  two  Very  plain  statements.  It  seems 
sufficient  to  obserVe,  that  cofnmerce  is,  from  the 
nature  of  thii>gs,  the  leading  interest  of  niore  than 
one^half,  and  that  it  is  the  predominant  interest 
of  more  tjhftn  one^htrd.  of  the  people  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States.  "The  States  north  of  the  Potomac 
contain  nearly  four  millions  of  souls;  and  sareiy 
it  needs  no  proof  to  convince  tbe  most  casual  olh 
server,  that  the  proportion  which  the  commereiai 
interest  bears  to  the  ether  interests  of  that  great 
section  of  the.  Union,  is  euch  as  entitles  it  to  the 
denomination  of  leading  interM.  The  States 
north  of  the  Hudsoii  eontain  nearly  two  and  a  half 
millions  of  souls ;  aftd  surely  there  is  as  tittle  need 
of  proof  to  sh(^w  thai  the  proportion  the  commer- 
cial interest  bears  to  the  other  interests  of  that 
Northern  section  of  the  Union,  is  such  ais  entitles 
it  there  to  the  denoniination  ol  predominatutg 
interest.  In  all  the  country  between  the  Potomac 
and  the  Hudsbfi*  the  interest  of  commerce  is  so 
great,  in  proportion  to  the  other  interests,  that  its 
embarrassment  clogs  and  Weakens  the  energy  of 
every  other  description  of  ^industry.  Yet,  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  this 
section «re  of  a  nature  aad.a  magnitude,  both  in 
respect  of  the  staples  of  the  one  and  the  objects  of 
the  other,  as  render  them,  in  a  very  con^dereble 
degree,  independent  of  ih^  ^ommercial.^  And. 
although  thev  feel  the  effect  of  the  obstruction  of 
commerce^  tne  feeling  may  be  borne-for  a  long 
time,  without  much  individual  solEeriag,  or  any 
general  distress.  But,  in  the  country  norifh  o{  the 
Hudson,  the  proportion  and  coimexien  of  these 
great  interests  are  different.  Both  agriculture  and 
manufactures  have  there  grown  up  in  more  inti- 
mate reUtion  to  commerce.  The  industry  of  that 
section  has  it9  shape  And  energy  from  commer- 
cial prosperity.  To  the  eonstruotion,  the  supply, 
and  the  support  of  navigation,  its  manufactures 
have  a  direct  or  indirect  reference ;  and  it  is  not 
very  different  with  its  agriculture.  A  country  di- 
vided into  small  farms,  among  a  population  great 
compared  with  its  estent,  reqoires  quick  circu- 
lation and  easy  processes  in  the  exchaage  of  its 
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commodities.  This  cao  only  be  obtained  by  as 
active  and  prosperous  commerce. 

In  order  more  clearly  to  apprehend  the  locality 
of  the  commercial  interest,  cast  your  eyes  upon  the 
abstract  of  tonnage — lately  laid  upon  our  tables, 
according  to  annual  custom — bytfre  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  it  Will  be  found  that  the  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of  the  United  States  is  1,424,000.  Of 
3)is,  there  is  owned —  ,  Tons,- 

Between  the  Mitsiisippi  and  the  Potomac  -  221,000 
Between  the  Potomac  and  the  Hudson  •  321,000 
And  north  of  the  Hadson  ^        *       -        »     882,000 


Total 


1,424,000 


If  this  tonnage  be  estimated,  new  and  old,  (as  it 
may,  without  extraragance,}  at  an  average  valire 
of  nfty  dollars  per  ton,  the  total  aggregate  value 
of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States  may  be  stated, 
in  round  numbers,  at  $70,000,000.  Of  which— 
Foor-eevenths  are  owned  north  of  the  Hud- 
son, equal  to  -  ,  -  -  -  -$40,000,000 
Two-sevenths    are  owned  between  the 

Hudson  and  the  Potomac,  equal  to      -    20,000,000 
One-seventh  is  owned  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac, equal  to      -        -        -        -      ,  -     10,000,000 


*  Total 


f70,000,000 


I  To  place  tb^  locality  of  this  interest  in  a  light 

^ill  more  striking  and  impressive.  I  state,  that  it 

'      appears  by  that  abstract  that  the  single  State 

'      or  Massachusetts,  alone,  possesses  Siearly  half  a 

'      miHion  of  tonnage— precisely,  in  round  numbers, 

496,000  tons-^an  amount  of  tonnage'equal,  within 

90.000  tons,  to  the  whole  tonnage  owned  by  all 

the  States  south  of  the  Hudson. 

I  refer  to  this  excessive  disproportion  between 
the  tonhage  owned  in  difierent*  States,  and  sec- 
tions of  the  United  States,  rather  as  a  type  than 
as  an  estimate  of  the  greatness  of  the  compara- 
tive disproportion  of  the  whole.eommereial  inter- 
est in  tnose  respective  States  and  sections^.  The 
truth  is,  this  is  much  greater  than  the  proportion 
of  tonnage  indicates,  inasmuch  as  the  capital  and 
the  industry  occupied  in  finding  employment  for 
this  great  amount  of  tonnage,  are  almost  whdijr 
possessed*  by  the  sections  of  the  country  to  whicn 
that  tonnage  belongs.  A  satisfactory  estimate  of 
the  value  of  that  capital  and  industry  would  re- 
quire a  minuteness  of  detail  little  reconcileable 
either  with  your  patience,  or  with  the  necessity 
of  the  present  argument.  Enough  has  been  said 
to  convince  any  one  who  will  take  the  trtmble  to 
reflect  upon  the  subject,  that  the  interest  is^  in  its 
nature,  eminently  local ;  that  it  is  impossible  it 
can  be  systematically  abandoned,  without  con* 
Tnlsing  tliat  whole  section  of  country ;  and  that 
the  States  interested  in  this  commerce,  so  vital  to 
their  prosperity,  have  a  right  to  claim,  and  ought 
not  to  be  content  with  less  than,  efficient  pro*, 
tection. 

The  imperious  nature  of  this  doty  will  be  still 
further  enforced  by  considering  the  greatness  of 
this  interest.  In  doing  this,  I  prefer  to  present  a 
aingle  Tiew  of  it,  lest,  by  diatraetiog  the  attention 


with  a  great  variety  of  partieulara,  the  efieot  of 
the  whole  should  be  lost  in  the  multitude  of  details. 
Let  us  inquire  into  the  anMunt  of  property  a  a  ni|* 
ally  exposed  to  maritime  depredation^  and  what 
the  protection  of  it  i$  wortli  to  the  nation,  which 
is  its  proprietor.  An  estimate  of  this  kiiid  must  ■ 
necessarily  be  very  loose  and  general ;  but  it  will 
be  sufficiently  accurate  to  answer  all  the  purposes 
of  the  argument.  For,  the  subject  is  of  that  maa- 
stye  character,  that  a  mistake  of  many  millioas 
makes  no  matedal  alteration  in  the  conclusion  to 
be  drawn  from  the  statement. 

For  the  following  estimate  of  the  ralue  of  freight 
and  tonnage,  I  am  indebted  to  an  honorable  friend 
and  colleague,  (Mr.  Rcsp,)  whose  information 
and  general  Jotelligenee  concerning  commercial 
subjects  are,  perhaps,  not  exceeded  by  those  of 
any  gentlenian  in  either  branch  of  Congress : 

The  total  export  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Treasury 
year  ending  October  1, 1807,  was  $108^000,000 ;  that 
of  the  year  endmg  October  1, 1811,  was  $61,000,000. 
The  average  value  exceeds  $80,000,000.  But,  to 
avoid  an  cavfl,  I  state  the  annual  average  value  of 
exports  ofthe  United  States  at    •        -$70,000,000 

To  .this,  add  the  annual  average  value  of 
tk^  shipping  of  the -United  States,  which, 
new  and  old,  cannot  be  less  than  $iO 
per  ten,  and  on  1,400,000  tons,  is  also  .  -    70,000,000 

To  thiSt  add  the  annual  average  value  of 
irsight,  out  and  home,  which,  calculated 
-  on  voyages  of  all  description,  may  .be 
fairly  stated  at  $70  per  ton,  and  is      -    98,000,000 

To  this,  add  the  total  average  value  pf  pro- 
perty annually  at  risk,  in  our  coasting 
trade,  which  cannot  be  less  than,  and 
probably  far  exceeds  -        -        -     ,  -  100,000,000 

For  the  present  object,  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  state  the  value  of  Uie  aJnll  and 
industry  of  our  seamen  to  their  country 
at  $500  each,  which,  for  120,000  sea^ 
men,  (the  unquestionable  number,)  is  -    60,000,000 

Makhigagrossaggrsgateof    •        $896,000,000 

Oar  seamen  are  also  the  so^4eats  of  annual  ex* 
posure.  The  value  of  this  hardy,  indostribus,  and 
generous  rac^of  men  is  not  to  be  estimated  in 
monej.  The  vtide,  the  hope,  aad  (if  you  would 
permit)>the  bul ware,  of  this  commefoiai  cominii> 
nity,  are  not  to  be  put  iata  the  scale  a^inst  silver 
and  gold,  in  any  moral  tor  politiaal  estimate. 

AUboagh  I  have  no  (Question  of  the  entire  eor« 
rectness  of  the  foregoing  calculation,  yet,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  everv  objection  which  might 
arise  in  relation  to  the  value  of  freight  or  tonnaat, 
I  put  oat  of  the  question  ninety-nriUions  of  the 
estimate,  and  state  the  amotmt  of  annual  mari- 
time exposure  at  only  $300<000^O00.  To  this,  must 
be  added  the  value  of  the  property  oo  our  sea- 
board— of  all  the  lives  of  Our  eitiaens— and  of  all 
the  cities  and  habiutipos  on  the^  coast,  exposed  to 
instant  insult  and  violation,  from  the  most  eon- 
temptible  maritime  plunderer.  No  man  caa  think 
that  I  am  extravagant,  if  I  add.  on  this  account, 
an  amount  equal  to  that  annually  exposed  at  sea, 
and  state  the  whole  ainount  of  maritime  and  sea- 
eoast  exposure,  in  round  numbers,  at  $600,000,000. 
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I  am  aware  that  tbi&  estimate  falls  short  of  the 
reality.  I  know  that  the  safety  of  oar  domestic 
hearths  and  our  altai^Sj  aad  the  security  of  all  the 
dear  aod  tender  objectsof  afiectioa  and  duty  which 
snrroond  them,  are  beyoad  the  reach  of  pecuni- 
ary estimates.  But  I  lay  these  considerations  out 
of  the  question,  and  simply  inquire,  what  is  the 
worth  ef  a  rational  de^ee  of  security  in  times  of 
war  for  an  amount  of  property,  considering  it 
merely  as  an  interest  to  be  insured  at  the  market 
rat&of  the  worth  of  proteetion.  Suppose  an.  indi- 
vidual had  a  property  at  ri^k,  which  in  time  of 
peaee  was  subieet  to  so  jmuch  plunderand  insult, 
and  in  time  oi  war  was  liable  to  be  swept  away, 
would  he  not  be  deemed  unwise,  or  rathei-  abso- 
lutely mad,  if  he  neglected,  at  the. annual  sacri- 
fice m  one  or  two,  or  ev'en  three  percent.,  to  obtain 
for  this  property  a  very  bi^h  degree  of  security-^ 
as  hi^h,  perhaps  as  the  Divine  will  permits  man 
to  enioy,in  relation  to  the  possessions  of  ^is  life; 
which,  according  to  the  fixed  dispensations  of  his 
Proyidence,  are  necessarily  uncertain  and  transi- 
tory? But  suppose  that  instead  of  one,  two,  or 
three  per  cent.,  he  could;  by  the  regular, annual 
application  of  two-thirds  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the 
wnole  amount  of  the  property  at  risk,  Obtain  a 
security  thus  high  and  desirable ;  to  what  language 
offender  and  contempt  wdtild  such  an  indirid*' 
ual  subject  himself,  who,  at  so  small  a  sacrifice, 
wrould  refuse  or  i^fflect  to  obtain  so  impoirtant  a 
blessing !  What,  theoi  shall  be  said  of  a  nation 
thus  neglecting  and  thus  refusinrg^  when  to  it  attach 
not  only  all  the  considerations  of  interest  and  pre- 
servation of  property  which  foelomg  ^o  the  indi- 
vidual, but  other,  and  far  bi|fher,  apd  more  im« 
pressive — such  as  the  maintenance  of  its  peaoe, 
of  its  honor,  the  safety  of  the  lives  of  its  citizens^ 
of  its  seaboard^rom  devastation,  and  even,  per- 
haps, of  its  children  and  females  from  nxassaere 
or  oratal  violence !  Is  there  any  language  of  con- 
tempt and  detestation  too  strong-for  such  ..blind 
infatuation — such  palpable  improvidence?  For, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  two-thirds  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  the  amount  of  property  thus  anniially 
exposed  is  $4,000,000 ;  the  annual  systematic  ap- 
propriation of  which  amount  woukl  answer  all 
the  purposea  and  hopes  of  commerce — of  .your 
eities  and  seaboard. 

But,  perhaps,  the  greatoe^  of  this  interest,  and 
our  pecuniary  ability  to  project  it,  may  be  made 
more  strikingly  apparent  by  a  comparison  of  our 
commerce  with  that  of  Britain,  in  the  sinele  par^ 
ttenlar  of  export.  I  state,  then^sa  fact,  of  which 
any  man  may  satisfy  himself  by  a  reference  to  Mc- 
Pherson's  Annals  of  CommeH^,  where  the  tables 
of  British  export  may  be  found,  tiiat,  taking^  the 
nine  years  prior  to'tiie  war  of  our  Revolution— from 
1766  to  1774,  inclusive — the  total  average  ejtport 
of  Oreat  Britain  was  Jei6,000,000  sterling  ;  equal 
to  ^1,000,000— an  amount  less,  by  $10,000,000, 
than  the  present  total .  average  export  of  the 
United  States.  And  agatp,  taking  ttie  nine  years 
beginning  with  1789,  and  ending  with- 1797,  in- 
<slusive.  the  total  annual  average  export  of  Great 
Britain  was  £24,000,000  sterling— equal  to  $106,- 
000,000-^whioh  is  less,  by  $2,000,000,  thaa  the 


total  export  of  the  United  States  in  1807.  It  is 
true,  that  this  is  the  official  va}ue  of  the  .British 
export,  and  that  the  repU  value  is  somewhat  higher 
— perhaps  thirty  per  cent.  This  circumstance, 
although  it  in  a  degree  diminishes  the  approxi- 
mation pf  4he  American  to  the  British  commerce, 
in  point  of  amount,  does  not  materially  affect  the 
argtfment.  Upon  the  basis  of  her  commerce, 
Great  Britain  maintains  a  maritime  force  of  800 
or  1,000  vessels  df  war.  And  will  it  be  seriously 
contended,  that,  upon  the  basis  of  a  commerce 
like  our^,  thus  treading  upon  the  heels  of  British 
^reafness,  we  are  absolutely  without  the  ability  of 
maintaining  the  security  ofoar  seaboard,  thesauty 
of  our  cities,  and  the  unobstructed  course  of  our 
coasting  trade  ? 

,By  recurring  to  the  pernaaneocy  of  this  inter- 
est, the  {oily  and  madness  of  this  negligence  and 
misplaced  meanness — for  it  does  not  deserve  the 
name  of  economy — will  be  still  moi«  distinctly 
exhibited.  If  this  commerce  were  the  mushroom 
growth  of  a  night — if  it  had  its  vigor  from  the 
temporary  excitemei^t  and  the  accumulated  nutri- 
ment which  warring  elements  in  Europe  had  swept 
from  the  places  of  the^  natural  deposite — then, 
indeed,  there  might, be  some  excuse  for  a  tempo- 
rizing policy  touehing  so  transitory  an  interest. 
But  commerce  in  the  Eastern*  Statesis,  of  no  for- 
eign growth,  and  of  no  adventitious  seed ;  its  root 
is  of  a  fibre  whioh  almost  two  centuries  have 
nourished ;  and  the  perpetuity  of  its  destiny  is 
written  in  legible  characters,  as  well  in  the  nature 
of  the  country,  as  inlhe  disposition  of  its  inhab- 
itants. Indeed,  sir,  look  along  your  whole  eoast, 
from  Passamaquoddy  to  Capes  Henry  and  Charles^ 
and  behol^d  the  deep  and  far-winding  creeks  ana 
inlets,  the  noble  basins,  the  projeetinff  headlands, 
the  majestic  rivers  j^  and  those  sounds  and  bays, 
wliich  are  more  like  inland  seas,  than  anything 
called  by^  those  names  in  other  quarters  of  the 
globe  1  Qan  any  man  do  this,  and  not  realize  that 
the  destiny  of  the  people  inhabiting. such  a  coun- 
try is  essentially  mar]itime?  Can  any^man  do 
this,  without  bein^  impressed  by  the  conviction, 
that,  although  the  poor  projectsof  politicians  may 
embarrass,  for  a  time,  the  dispositions  growing 
out  of  the  coodition  of  such  a  country,  yet,  that 
nature  will  be  too  stroQg  for  cobweb  regulations, 
and  will  vindicate  her  rights  with  certain  effect- 
perhaps  with  awful  perils?  No  nation  ever  did 
or  ever  ought  to  resist  such  alluremenu  and  invi- 
tations to  a  particular  mode  of  industry.  The 
purposes  of  Providence  relative  to  the  destioatioq 
of  men  are  to  be  gathered  from  the  clrcumstaQces 
in  which  his  beneficence  h^s  placed  them;  and  to 
refuse  to  make  use  of  the  means  of  prosperity 
which  hifi  goodne^  has  put  into  our  hands,  what 
is  it  but  spurning  at  his  bounty,  and  rejecting  the 
blessings  which  his  infinite  wisdom  has  desigitated 
for  us,  by  the  Very  hature  of -his  allotments  ?  The 
employments  of  industry,  connected  with  navi- 
gation and  commercial  enterprise,  are  preciooa  to 
the  people  of  that  quarter  of  the  eountrj,  by  an- 
cient prejudice,  not  less  than  recent  profit.  The 
occupation  is  rendered  dear  and  venerable,  by  all 
the  cherished  associations  of  our  infancy,  and  all 
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the  rage  and  pfttdential  maxims  of  out  aflcestors. 
A&d}  as  to  tbe  JessoDs  of  encquragemeivt,  deriyed 
from  receot  experience,  what  natioo,  withtb'  a 
similar  period,  evet  rebeired  ^o  many  that  were 
swe6t  aqd  salutary  ?  What  natiob,  in  so  sliort  a 
time,  ever  before  ascended  to  such  a  height  of 
commefcial  greatness) 

It  has  been  said,  by  son^e  '{ihilosophers  of  the 
other  hemisphere,  that  Nature,  in  this  New  World, 
had  worked  by  a  sublime  scale ;  that  our  moun- 
tains and  rivers  and  lakes  were,  beyond  all  com-' 
parison,  greater  than  anvtbing  the  Old  World 
could  boast  of;  that  she  nadhere  made  Qothing 
diminutive,  except  He  amrmls.  And  ought  we 
not  to  fear  that  the  bitterness  of  this  sarcasm 
should  be  concentrated  on  our  coui^ryby  a  coiyrst 
of  policy  wholly  unworthy  of  the  magnitude  and 
nature  of  the  interests  committed  to  our  guardian- 
ship? Have  we  not  reason  to  fear  that  some 
future  cynic, 'with  ^n  asperity  which  truth  shall 
make  piercing,  will  declare  that  all  things  in  the 
United  States  are  great,  ercep<  ikeiv  itmieifnenj 
and  that  we  are  pigmies,  to  whom  Providence  has 
intrusted,  for  some  inscrutiible  purpose,  gigantic 
UIkntsI  Can  we  deny  the  justice  of  such  sever- 
ity of  remark,  if,. instead  of  adopting  a  scale  of 
thought  i^nd  a  standard  of  action  propOrUonate  to 
the  i^reatness  of  our  trust,  and /the  multiplied  no- 
cessuies  of  the  people,'we' bring  to  our  task  the 
mere  measureji  of  profdssioiial. industry,  and  tuete 
out  contributions  for.  national  a^Uij  by  our  fee- 
ti^bles,  our  yard*sticks,  and.  our  gill-pots?  Can- 
we  refrain  from  subscribing  to  the  truth  of  such 
censure,  if  we  do.  not  rise,  in  some  degr^f  to  the 
height  of  our  obligations,  and  teach  ourselves  to 
conceive,  and  with  the  people  to  realize,  the  vast- 
ness  of  those  relations  which  are  daily  springing 
up  among  States  which  are  not  ^o  much  one 
empire  as  a  cooffregation  of  empires  1  ' 

Having  concluded  what  I  intended  to  suggest, 
in  reliation  to  the  nature  of  the  interest  to  be  pro- 
tected, r  proceed  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
tection which  it  is  our  duty  lo  extebd.  And  here, 
Mr.  Speaker,!  am  nec^tated  to  make  an  observa- 
tion which  Is  so  simple  and  so-obyious,  that  were  it 
not  for  the  arguments  urged  against  th& principle 
of  maritime  protection,  I  sboukl  have  deemed  the 
mere  mention  of  it  to  require  an  apology.  'The 
remark  is  this:  that  rights,  in  their  nature  local, 
can  only  be  mainthined  Where'they  exist,  and  not. 
whdre  they  dp  not  exist.  If  you  had  a  field  to 
defend  ia  Gteorcia,  it  would  be  rerv  strange  to  put 
up  a  fence  in  Alassachusetu.  *  And  yet,  how  does 
this  differ  from  invadin|r  Canada,  (or  the  purpose 
I  of  defending  our  maritime  righls?  I  beg  not  to 
I  be  understood,  Mr.  Sp^ker.  by  this  remark,  as 
t  intending  to  chill  the  ardor  for  the  Canada  expe- 
I  dition.  It  is  very  true,  that,  to  possess  ourselves 
I  of  the  Caoadas,  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  their  de^ 
i  pendencies,  it  would  cost  these  United  States,  at 
the  least  estimate,  $50,000,000;  and  that  Great 
Britain's  national  pride,  and  her  pledge  of  protec- 
tion to  the  people  of  that  country,  l^ing  f>ut  out 
of  the  question,  she  would  sell  you  the  whole  ter- 
ritory for  half  the  money.  I  make  no  objection, 
however,  on  this  account.    On  the, contrary,  for 


the  purposes  of  the  present  argument.  I  may  admit 
that  pecuniary  calculation  ought  to  be  put  out  of 
the  field,  when  spirit  is  to  be  shower,  or  honor 
rindicated.  I  only  design io  inquire  how  oup  mar- 
ilime  rights«re protected  by  such  invasion.  Bu|h 
pose  that  in  every  land-project  you  are  sncoesa- 
ful-^suppose  both  the  Canadas,  Cluebec/ Halifax, 
everything  to  the  North  pole,- yours  by  (kit  Con- 
quest—a  jre  you  ^  rights  on  the  ocean,  therefore, 
secure  1  JDoes  y^rllsff  float  afterwards  in  honor  ? 
Are  your  seamen  sa^  fhom  impressment  ?  Is 
your  course  along  the  highway  of  nations  unob- 
structed. No  one  pretends  it.  No  one  has  or  can 
show,  by  aov  logical  deduction, -or  any  detail  of 
facts,  .that  the  loss  of  those  coutudes  would  so 
compress  Great  Britain  as  to  induce  her  to  Aban- 
don tor  one  hour  any  of  her  maritime  pretensions. 
What  then  results  ?  Wby,sir-^what  is  palfable 
as  the  day — that  maritii^e  rights  are  only  to  be 
maintained  by  maritime  means.  This  species  of 
protection  must  be^iveh,  or  all  clamor  about  mar- 
itime- rights^  wiH  be  understood,  by  the>  people 
interested  in  them,  to  be  hollow  or  false ;  or  (what 
is  worse)  ah  intention  to  cooperate  with  the  ene- 
mies of  our  commerce  in  a  still  further  embar- 
rassment of  it. 

While  I  am  on  this  point,  I  canpot  refrain  from 
noticing  a  strange  solecism  which  seems  to  pre-* 
vail;  touching  the  iejrmjlaj^.  It  is  talkc;d  about 
as  tbojog^  there  waat something  mystical  in  its  very 
nature^-as  though  a  rag,  wiih  certain  stripes  and 
stars  upon  it,  tied  to^a  fttick,  and  called  a  flag,  was 
a  wizard'^  wand,  and  entailed  security  on  every- 
thing under  it,  or  within  its  sphere.  A  flag  is  the 
evidence  of  power.  A  land  flaff  is  tbeevidence  of' 
land  powers  a  maritime.flag  is  the  evidence  of  mar- 
itime power.  Vou  may  have  a  piece  of  bunting 
upon  a  staff,  and  caU  it  afiag^  but.  if^ou  have  no 
maritime  power  to  maintain  it,  yon  liave  a  name, 
but  no  reauty ;  you  have  the  shadow^ without  the 
substance ;  you  have  the  sign  of  a  flag,  but  in  truth, 
yotfhave  ho  flag. 

In  considering  this  subject  of  maritime  protec- 
tion, I  shall' recur  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  it, 
and  to  our  capacity  to  extend  it.  And  there,  we 
are  always  met,  at  the  very  threshold,  with  this 
objection ;  ^*A  naval  force  requires' miich  time  to 
get  it  into  readiness,  and.the  exigency  will  be  past 
before  the  preparation  can  be  completed."  This 
want  of  foresight;  in  times  past,  is  made  an  apol- 
ogy  for  want  of  foresight,  in  the  time  present. 
We  were  unwise,  in  the  beginning,  and  unwise 
we  resolve  to  continiie,  until  the  end  of  the  chap- 
ter. We  lefuse  to  do  anything  until  the  moment 
of  exigency,  and  then  it  is  too  late.  Thus  our 
improvidence  is  made  sponsor  for  our  disinclina- 
rtion.  But  what  is  the  law  of  nature  and  the  dic- 
tate of  wisdom,  on  this  subject  1  The  casualties 
of  life,  the  accidents  to  which  m^an  is  exposed,  are 
the  modes  established  by  Providence  for  his  in- 
struction. This  is  the  law  of  our  nature.  Hence 
it  is  that  adversity  is  said  to  keep  a  school,  for  cer- 
tain people,  who  will  learn  in  no  other*  Hence, 
too,  the  poet  likens  it  to  *'  a  toad,  ugly  and  Teno'^ 
mou5^  which  bears  a  precious  jewel  in  hi»  head." 
And,  in  another  place,  but  with  th^  same  general 
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rdation,  "ontoflhis  ihorn  danger,  w€  piocfc  the 
flower  safety.^  This  law*'  is  just  as  relative,  to 
DatioDs^asitis  toindividuak,  Por,D0t«7itbstapd- 
ing  all  the  vaanting'of  atate^en,  their  whole 
business  is  to  appljr  an  enlarged  comVndb  sense  to 
the  afiaira.  intrusted  to  their  raadagetnent.  It  is 
as  much  the  duty  o^the  rulers  of  a  8 tat e^  as  it  is 
tfa«t  of  an  individual,  to  hearn  wisdom  from  mis- 
fortune,  and  to  draw  from  ev^ry  partibulafr  in- 
stance of  adTersity,  those  maxims  of  conduct,  t>y 
the  collection  aqd  application  of  which,  our  in- 
'  tellectual  and  moral  ii^u>es  are  distinguished  and 
ekrafed.  In  all  cases  of  thia  kind,  the  inquiry 
ought  to1)a,  is  the  eiigency  peculiar,  or  is^it  gen- 
eral? Is  it  one,  in  ^teh  human  effort  is  utfa- 
vailing,  and  therefore;  requires  only  the  exercise 
of  a  resignation  and  wise  submission  to  th^  divine 
will ;  01*  is  it  one  which  skill,  or  power,  may  limit 
or  obviate  ?  On  the  result  of  this  inquiry  our  ob- 
ligations depend.  For  when  man  conducts  to« 
wards  a  general  evil^  as  though  it  were  peculiar ; 
or  when,  through  >  ignorance  or  pusillanimity^  he 
neglects  to  use  rhe  means  of  relief^  or  pi:eventi6n, 
to  the  extent  in  which  he  possesses  them;' if  be 
stretches  himself  out  in  a  stupid  languor,  and  re- 
fuses to  do  anything  because  h^  findshe  cannot 
do  everything,.tben  indeed  all  his  clamors  against 
the  course  of  nature,  or  the  conduct  of  others,  are 
but  artifices;  by  ^hicb  he  would  conceal  from 
the  world,  perhaps  from  himself,  the  texture  of 
his  own  guilt.  JEiismisfortunes  are,  in  sudh  case, 
his  crimes.  Let  them  proceed  from  what  source 
they  will,  h«  is  himself,  'at  least,  a  hand-worker 
in  the  fabric  of  ^is  oWn  miseries.  '  • 

Mr.  Spealrer,  can  any  one  contemplate  the  ex- 
igency, Which  at  this  days  depresses  our  country, 
and  for  one  moment^  deem  it  peculiar  ?  The  de- 
gree of  such  commercial  exigencies  may  vary, 
but  they  must  always  eX4st.  It  is  absurtl  ta  sap- 
nose  tl»it  sucb  a  population  as  is  that  of  ^the  At» 
lantic  States  can  be  either  driven  or  decoyed  from 
the  ocean.  It  is  just  as  absurd  to^ imagine,  that 
wealth'  will  not  in  Vice  cupidity }  and  that  weak- 
ness will  not  insure  both  insult  and  plunder.  The 
circumstances  of  our  agemakes  this  truth  siffnaliy 
impressive.  Who  does  not  see,  in  the  conduct  of 
Europe,  a  ^neral  departure  from  those  conoimen 
principles,  which  once  constituted  national  mo- 
rality 1  What  is  tfafe,  which  ppwer  can  'seize,  or 
ingenuity  can  circumvent?  Or. what  truths 
more  palpable  than  these— that  therein  no  safety 
for  national  rights, ;but  in  the  national  arm;  and 
that  important  interests,  systematically  pursu^, 
must  be  systen^tically  protected. 

Touching  the  nature  and  degree  of  that  mari- 
time protection,  which  it  may  be  wise  in  this 
nation  to  extend  to  its  maritime  interests,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  our  exertions  should  rather  be  excited 
than  graduated,  by  the  presient  exigency;  that 
our  duty  is  to  inquire,  upon ''a  general  scale,  what, 
qur  commercial  citizens  have,  in  this  respect,  a 
right  to  claim ;  and  what  is  the  unquestionable 
obligation  of  a  commercial  nation,  to  so  great  a 
class  of  its  interests.  For  this  purpose,  m¥  obser- 
vations will  have  reference,  rather  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  system,  than  to  the  protistoniof  the 


bill  now  under  debate.  Undoubtedly,  an  mppro- 
priation  for  the  building  often,  or  any  other  ad- 
ditional ^number  of  frigates,  would  be  so  distinct 
a. manifestation  of  the  intiention  of  the  National 
Legislature  to 'extend  to ,  commerce  its  natural 
protection,  as  in  itself  to  outweigh  any  theoretic 
preference  for  a  maritime  force  of  higher  e^r- 
acter.  1  cannot,  therefore,  but  cordially  support 
an  appropriation  for  a  species  of  protection  so 
impovtai^t  and  desirable.  Yet  in  an  argument, 
having  relation  to  the  svstem,  rather  than  to  the 
occaston,  I  trust;  i  shall  have  the  indulgence  of 
the  Housey  if  my  cOnr^  of  reflections  should  take 
ii  wider  ranjge  than  the  propositions  on  the  table, 
and  embrace,  within  the  seope  of  remark,  the  gen- 
eral principled  by  whicb'the  nature  and  degree  of 
.systematical  naval  protection  should  in  my  jjidg- 
ment  be  regulated. 

Here,  it  seems  Iwrdly  neoessarv  to  oWrve,  that 
a  main  object  of  ail  protection  is  satisfaction  to 
the'  persons,  whose  interests  are  intended  to  be 
protected.  And  to  this  ol^ect  a  peculiar  attention 
ought  to  be  pafd,  when  itnapp^  that  the  oaajor- 
ity  of  tWe  niiers  of  a  nation  are  composed  of  per- 
sons, not  iraEVnedtately  concerned  in  those  interests, 
and  ngt  generally  suspected  of  having  an  over- 
whelming attachment  to  them.  In  such  a  state 
of  things,  it  i8|)ecuHarly  important.that  the  coarse 
of  coiiduct  adopted  should  be  sucb  as  to  indicate 
systematic  intention  a^ to ibe end, and  wiseadapta- 
.ttOn  as  to  the  means.  For>a  no  other  way  can 
that,  satisfaction  of  wbich  I  speak  result  $  and 
which  is,  in  a  national  point  of  vievc,  at  tbe  same 
time^oneof  themost  important  objects  of  GOv- 
«rnmeiit,>and  one  of  the  m,ost  certain  evidences 
of  its  wisdom.  .For  men,  interested  in  protection, 
wiU  always  deem  theotiselves  the  best  judges  of 
tbe  nature  of  that  protection.  And  as  such  men 
can-  never  be  content  with  anything  short  of  ef- 
floi^at  protection,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
object,  so  tnsttnet,  not  less  than  reason,  will  in- 
struct them  whether  the  meaas  you  employ  are, 
in  thdr  nature^  realor  illnsory.  Now,  in  order 
to  know  what  wiU  give  this  satisiactioo  to  the 
persons  interested,  so  desirable  both  to  them  and 
to  the  nation,  it  isneoesaary^to  know  the  natine 
and  gradation  in  value  of  those  interest's  and  to 
extend  protection,  not  so  much  with  a  lavish  as 
with  a  discriminating  and  parental  haiHl.*  If  it 
happen  in  respect  of  any  interest,  as  it  is  acknowl- 
edged on  all  sides  it  is  at  present  the  CHse  with 
the  commercial,  tbalit  cannot  be  protected  against 
all  the  world  to  the  uttermost  of  tu  greatness  and 
dispersion,  4ben  the  inquiry  occurs  what  bra  neh 
of  this  interest  i^  most  preciops  to  commercial 
meoj  and  What  is  the  nature  of  that  protection 
which  will  give  to  it  the  highest  degree  of  eer- 
taioty  of  which  its  nature  is  susceptible?  It  has 
been  by  the  result  of  these  two  inquiries,  in  my 
mind,  that  its  opinion  has  been  determined  eoa- 
ceming  the  objects  and  the  degree  of  protection. 

Touching  that  branch  of  interest  which  is  oaost 
precious  to  coipmereial  men,  it  is  impossible  that 
there  can  be  any  mistake.  For  however  dear  the 
interests  of  property  or  of  life,  exposed  upon  the 
ocean, mliy  be  to  their  owners  or  their  Iriends  f 
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yet  the  safety  of  oar  altars  aod  of  oor  firesides,  of 
oat  cities  aad  of  our  seaboard,  must,  from  (be  na- 
ture of  things,  be  entwined  into  the  afiecdons  by 
ties  Jncoro para biy  more  strong  and  tender.  And 
it  happens  that  both  national  pride  and  honor  are 
peculiarly  identified  with  the  support  of  these 
primary  objects  pf  commercial  interest. 

It  is  in  this  view,  I  state  that  the  first  and'most 
important  object  of  the  nation  ought  to  be  such  a 
naval  force  as  shall  give  sucb  a  degree  of  rational 
security^,  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  admits,  to 
oar  cities,  and  seaboard^  and  coasting  trade;  that 
the  system  of  maritime  protection  ought  to  rest 
upon  this  basis ;  and  that  it  should  not  attempt  to 
ffo  farther,  until  these  objects  are  secured.  Apd 
I  have  no  hesitation  to  declare,  that  until  such  a 
maritime  force  ke  systematically  maintained  by 
this  nation,  it  shamefully  nefflectA  its  most  impor- 
tant duties  and  most  eriticaiinterests. 

With  respect  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  (this 
naval  force,  $ome  difference  of  opinion  may  arise,, 
according  to  the  view  taken  of  the  primary  ob- 
jects of  protection.  For  myself,  I  consider,  that 
those  objects  are  first  to  be  protected,  in  the -safe- 
ty of  which  the  national  character  and  happiness 
are  most  deeply  interested.  And  these  are  chiefly 
coneerded,  beyond  all  question,  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  maritime  settlements  from  pillage  and 
our  coast  from  violence.  For  this  purpose,  it  is 
requisite  that  there  should  be  a  ship  of  war  for 
the  harbor  of  every  great  city  of  the  United 
States,  equal,  in  point  of  force,  to  the  usual  grade 
of  ship5-of-the-line  of  the  maritime  belligerents. 
These  ships  might  be  so  instructed  as  to  actsingly 
or  together, as circumstaUces  might  require.  My 
reason  for  the  selection  of  this  species  of  force  Is, 
that  it  puts  every  city  and  great  harbor  of  the 
United  States  in  a  state  of  security  from  the  insults, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  your. seacoast  from  ihe.dep- 
redation,  of  any  single  shipof  warof  anv  nation. 
To  these  should  be  added  a.  number  of  frigates 
and  siQallej;  vessels  of  war.  By  such  means  our 
coasting  trade  might  be  protected,  the  mouths  of 
our  harbors  ^ecuped  (in  particular  that  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi) from  the  buccaneers  of  the  West  Indies, 
and,  hereafter  perhaps,  from  those  of  South  Amer- 
ica. A  system  of  protection,  graduated,  upon  a 
scale  so  conformable  to  the  nature  of  the  country, 
and  to  the  greatness  of  the  commercial  interest^ 
would  tend  to  quiet  tha(  spirit  of  jealousy  which 
sonaturaUyaiHlsojuslly  begins  tospringupamoog 
the  States.  Those  interested  in  commence  would 
care  little  what  local  influences  predominated,  or 
how  the  ball  of  power  vibrated  among  our  fac- 
tions, provided  an  efficient  protection  of  their 
essential  interests,  upon  sy'stematic  principles,  was 
not  only  secured  by  the  leiter  of  the  Constitution, 
but  assured  by  a  spirit  pervading  every  descrip- 
tion of  their  rulers. 

Bat  it  is  said,  that  "  we  have  notjsapacity  to 
maintain  such  a  naval  force."  Is  it  want  of  pe- 
I  cuniary  or  want  of  physical  capacity  ?  In  rela- 
'  tion  to  our  pecuniary  capacity,  I  will  not  conde- 
'  setnd  to  add  any  proof  to  .that  plain  statement 
'  already  exhibited,  showing  that  we  have  an  an- 
'  nual  commercial  exposure,  equal  to  six  hundred 
'  12th  Con.  IsISess.— 31 


millions  of  dollars,  and  that  two-thirds  of  one 
per  cent,  upon  xhis  amount  of  value,  or  four 
millions  of  dollars,  is  more  than  is  necessary,  if 
anniially  and  systematically  appropriated,  for 
this  great  object;  so  anxiously  and  rightfully, 
desired  by  your  seaboard,  and  so  essential  to 
the  honor  and  obligations  of  the  nation.  I  will 
only  make  a  sipgle  other  statement,  by  way  of 
illustrating  the  smallness  pf  the  annual  appropd- 
ations,  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  this  im- 
portant purpose.  The  annual  appropriaton  of 
one-sixth  of  one  per  qent.  on  the  amount  of  the 
value  of  the  whole  annual  commercial  exposure, 
(one  million  of  dollars,)  is  sufficient  to  build  in 
two  years,  six  seventy-four  gun  ships ;  and  taking 
the  average  expense  in  peace  and  war,  theannusd 
appropriatipn  of  the  same  sum  is  sufficient  to 
maintain  them  afterwards,  in  a  condition  for  ef- 
ficient service.  This  objection  of  pecuniary  ina-  < 
bility,  rnay  be  believed  in  the  interior  country, 
where  the  greatness  of  the  commercial  property 
and  all  the  tender  obligations  connected  with  its 
preservation,  are  not  realized.  But,  ip  the  cities 
and  in  the  oommercial  States,  the  extent  of  the 
national  resources  is  more  truly  estimated.  They 
know  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  at  stake  and 
their  essential  claim  to  protection.  Why,  sir, 
were  we  seriously  to  urge  this  objection  of  pe- 
cuniary incapacity,  to  the  commercial  men  of 
Massachusetts, they  would  laugh  usto scorn.  Let 
me  state  a  single  fact^  Ja,the  year  1745,  the 
State,  then  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in- 
cluded a  population  of  220,000  souls,  and  yet.  in 
that  infant  state  of  the  country,  it  owned  a  fleet 
consisting  of  three  ships,  one  of  which  carried 
twenty  suns,  three  snows,  one  brig,  and  three 
sloops  J  being  an  aggregate  of  ten  vessels  of  war. 
These  partook  of  the  daggers,  and  shared  in  the 
glory,  of  that  .expedition  which  terminated  with 
the  surrender  of  Louisburg.  Comparing  the 
population,  the  extent  of  territory,  >he  capit^,  and 
all  the  other  resources  of  this  great  nation,  with 
the  narrow  means  of  the  colony  qf  Massachusetts 
at  that  period  of  its  history,  it  is  not  extravagant 
to  assert,  that  the  fleet  It- then  possessed,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  pecuniary  resources,  was  greater  * 
than  would  be,  in  proportion  to.  the  resources  of 
the  United  States,  a  fleet  of  fifty  sail-of-the-line 
and  one  hundred  frigates.  With  what  language 
of  wonder  and  admiration  does  that  great  orator 
and  prince  of  mor^l  statesmen,  Edmund  Burke, 
in  his  speech  for  conciliation  with  America,  ^>eak 
of  the  commerce  and  enterprise  of  that  people  1 
''  When  we  speak  of  the  commerce  with  our 
^  colonies^  fiction  lags  after  truth ;  invention  is 
'  unfruitful,  and  imagination  cold  and  barren." 
<<  No  sea  but  what  is  vexed  with  their  fisheries. 
^  No  climate  that  is  not  witness  lo  their  toils. 
'  Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the 
'  activity  of  France,  nor  the  dextrous  and  firm 
<  sagacity  of  English  enterprise,  ever  carried  this 

*  most  perilous  mode  of  hard  industry  to  the  ex- 
'  tent  to  which  it  has  been  pushed,  by  this  recent 

*  people ;  a  people  Who  are  still,  as  it  were,  but 

*  m  the  gristle  and  not  yet  hardened  into  the  bone 
'  of  manhood."    And  shall  the  descendants  qf 
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sacb  a  people  be  told  that  their  commercial  rights 
are  not  worth  defending,  that  the  national  arm  is 
not  equal  to  their  protection  ?  And  this  too,  after 
the  lapse  of  almost  forty  years  has  added  an  esc- 
tent  to*  their  commerce  oeyond  all  parallel  in  his- 
tory, and  after  the  strength  and  resources  associ- 
ated to  protect  them  exceed,  in  point  of  pop^ 
ulation,  seven  millions  of  souls,  possessing  a  real 
and  personal  capital,  absolutely  incalculable? 

Our  pecuniary  capacity,  then,  is  unquestion- 
able} but  it  is  said  we  are  deficient  in  physical 
pov^er.  It  is  strange  that  those  who  urge  this  ob- 
jection, assert  it  only  as  it  respects  Qreat  Britain, 
and  admit,  either  expressly,  or  by  implication, {in- 
deed, they  cannot  deny,)  that  it  is  within  our 
physical  capacity  to  maintain  our  maritime  rights 
against  every  other  nation.  Now,  let  it  be  granted 
that  we  have  such  an  utter  incapacity  in  relation 
to  the  British  naval  power ;  ffrant  that  at  the  nod 
of  that  nation,  we  mu^t  abandon  the  ocean  to  the 
very  mouths  of  our  harbors,  nay,  pur  harbors 
themselves.  What  then  7  Does  il  follow  that  a 
naval  force  is  useless  ?  Because  we  must  submit 
to  have  our  rights  plun>!ered  by  one  Power,  does 
it  follow  that  we  must  be  tame  and  submissive  to 
every  other?  Look  at  the  fact.  We  have,  with- 
in these  ten  years,  lust  more  property  by  the  plun- 
der of  the  minor  naval  Powers  of  Europe,  France 
included,  than  would  have  been  enough  to  have 
built  ana  maintained  twice  the  number  of  ships, 
sufficient  for  our  protection  against  their  depreda- 
tions. I  cannot  exceed  the  fact,  when  I  state  the 
loss  within  that  period,  by  those  Powers,  at  thirty 
millions  of  dollars.  Our  capacity  to.  defend  our 
commerce  against  every  one  of  these  Powers  is 
undeniable.  Becirase  we  cannot  maintain  our 
rights  against  the  strong,  shall  we  bear  insult  and 
invite  plunder  from  the  weak  ?  Because  there  is 
one  leviathan  in  the  ocean,  shall  every  shark  sati- 
ate bis  maw  on  our  fatness  with  impunity  ? 

But,  let  us  examine  this  doctrine  of  utter  in- 
ability to  maintain  our  maritime  rights  agi^inst 
Great  Britain,  so  obtrusively  and  vehemently, 
maintained  by  some  who  clamor  the  most  vio- 
lently against  her  insults  and  injuries.  .If 'the 
piroject  were  to  maintain  bur  maritime  rights 
against  that  mistress  of  the  sea  by  convoys  spread 
over  every  ocean,  there  would,  indeed,  be  some- 
thing ludicrously  fanciful  and  wild  in  the  propo- 
sition. But  nothing  like  this  is  either  proposed 
or  desired.  The  humility  of  commercial  hope, 
in  reference  to  t4iat  nation,  rises  no  higher  than 
the  protection  of  our  harbors  and  the  security  of 
our  coasts  and  coasting  trade.  Is  it  possjible  that 
such  a  power  as  this  shall  be  deniea  to  exist  in 
this  nation  ?  If  it  exist,  (s  it  possible  that  its  ex- 
ercise shall  be  withheld^ 

Look  at  the  present  state  of  our  harbors  and 
seacoast.  See  their  exposure,  I  will  not  say  to 
the  fleets  of  Qreat  Britain,  but  to  any  single  ship- 
of-the-line,  to  any  single  frigate,  to  any  sloop  of 
war.  It  is  true  the  policy  of  that  nation  induces 
her  to  regrard  your  prohibitory  laws,  and  her  ships 
now  seldom  visit  your  ports.  But  suppose  her 
policy  should  change  ;  suppose  any  one  of  her 
ships  of  war  should  choose  to  bum  any  of  the 


numerous  settlements  upon  your  seacoast^  or  to 
plunder  the  inhabitants  t>f  it;  would  there  not  be 
some  security  to  those  exposed  citizens,  if  a  naval 
force  vere  h^^g  'n  every  great  harbor  of  the 
United  States  competent  to  protect  or  avenge  the 
aggression  of  any  single  ship  of  war,  of  what- 
ever force?  Would  not  the  knowledge  of  its 
existence  teach  the  naval  commanders  of  that 
nation  both  caution  and  respect  ?  Sir^  it  is  wor- 
thy of  this  nation,  and  fully  within  its  capacity 
to  maintain  such  a  force.  Not  a  single  Sea  BuU 
should  put  his  head  over  otir  ackiiowledged  water 
line  without  finding  a  power  sufficient  to  take 
him  by  the  hoirns. 

But  it  is  said  that  *'  in  case  of  actual  war  with 
Great  Britain,  our  ships  would  be  useless.  She 
would  come  and  take  thenci."  tn  reply  to  this 
abjection,  I  shall  not  recur  to  those  details  ofcir- 
cumstanqes,  already  Sb  frequently  stated,  which 
would  give  our  ships  of  war  fighting  on  their  own 
coasts,  and  in  the  proximity  of -relief  and  supply, 
so  many  advantages  over  the  ^hips  of  a  nation 
obliged  to  come  three  thousand  miles  to  the  com- 
bat. But  allowing  this  argument  from  British  na- 
val superiority  its  full  force,  I  ask.  What  is  that 
temper  on  which  a  nation  can  most  safely  rely  in 
the  day  of  trial  ?  Is  it  that  which  takes  cou'nsel  of 
fear,  or  that  which  listens  only  to  the  susgestions 
of  auty  ?  Is  it  M hat  which  magnifies  all  the  real 
dangers  until  hope  and  exertion  are  paralyzed  in 
their  first  germinations  ?  Or  is  it  that  which  dares 
to  attempt  noble  ends  by  appropriate  means; 
which,  wisely  weighing  the  nature  of  any  antici- 
pated exigency,  prepares  according  to  its  powers, 
resolved  that  whatever  else  it  may  want,  to  itself 
it  will  never  be  wanting?  Grant  all. that  is  said 
concerning  British  naval  superiority  in  the  event 
of  war,  has  comparative  weakne$&  nothing  to  hope 
from  opporUinity?  Are  not  the  circumstances 
in  which  thi&  country  and  Great  Britain  would  be 
placed,  relative  to  naval  combats  upon  our  own 
coast,  of  a  nature  to  strengthen  the  nope  of  such 
an  opportunity  ?  Is  it  of  no  yvorth  to  a  nation  to 
be  in  a  condition  to  avail  itself  of  conjunctures 
and  occurrences?  Mr.  Speaker,  preparation  in 
such  cases  is  everything.  All  history  is  ceplete 
with  the  truth  that  the  "battle  is  not  always  to  the 
strong,  but  that  time  and  chance  happen  to  all." 
Suppose  that  Great  Britain  should  send  twelve 
seventv-fours  to  >urn  our. cities  or  lay  waste  oar 
coasts;  might  not  such  a  naval  force  be  dispersed 
by  storms,  diminished  by  shipwrecks,  or  delay^ 
and  weakened  by  the  events  of  the  voyage  ?  lo 
such  case,  would  it  be  nothing  to  have  even  half 
that  number  of  line-of-battle-ships,  in  a  state  of 
vigorous  preparation,  ready  to  take  the  advantage 
of  so  probable  a  circumstance,  and  so  providen- 
tial an  interposition?  The  adage  of  our  school 
books  is  as  true  in  relation  to  States  as  to  men  in 
con^mon  life,  "Heaven  helps  those  who  help 
themselves."  It  is  almost  a  law  of  nature.  Grod 
grants  everything  to  wisdom  and  virtue.  He  de- 
nies everything  to  folly  and  baseness.  But  sup- 
pose the  worst.  Grant  that  in  a  battle  such  as 
our  brave  seamen  would  fight  in  defence  of  their 
country,  our  naval  force  l^  vanquished.    What 
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then  ?  Did  enemies  ever  plunder  or  yiolate  more 
fiercely  when  weakened  and  crippled  by  the  effects 
of  a  bard-bought  victory^  than  when  flushed,  their 
.  yeins  full,  they  rush  upon  their  prey  with  cupid- 
ity stioiulated  by  contempt?  Did  any  foe  ever 
grant  to  pusillanimity  what  it  would  haye  denied 
to  prowess  ?  To  be  conquered  is  not  always  to 
be  disgraced.  The  heroes  ,who  shall  perish  in 
suck  combats,  shall  not  fall  in  vain  for  their  coun- 
try. Their  blood  will  be.thempst  precious,  as  well 
as  the  strongest  cement  of  our  Upion^  What  is 
it  that  constitutes  the  moral  tie  of  our  nation  ?  ^  Is 
it  that  paper  contract  called  the  Constitution? 
Why  is  it  that  tho  man  of  Virginia,  the  maa  of 
Carolina,  and  the  man  of  Massachosetts,  are 
dearer  to  each  other  than  is^  to  either,  the  ma^  of 
South  America  or  the  West  Indies?  Locality 
has  little  to  do  with  implanting  this  inherent  feel- 
ing)  and  personal  acquaintance  letfs.  Whence, 
then,  does  it  result,  but  from  that  moral  sentiment 
which  pervades  all,  and  is  precious  to  all,  of  hav- 
ing shared  common  daaeers  for  the  attainment 
of  common  blessings.  The  strong  ties  of  every 
people  are  those  which  spring  from  the  heart  and 
twiae  through  the  affections.  The  family  com- 
pact of  the  States  has  this  for  its  basis,  that  their 
,  heroes  have  mingled  their  blood  in  the  same  con- 
tests; that  all  have  a  common  right  in  their^lo- 
ry ;  that,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  in 
the  temple  of  patriotism  all  have  the  same  wor- 
ship. 

,  But  it  is  inquired,  "  what  effect  will  this  policy 
have  upon  the  present  exigency  ?"  I  answer,  the 
happiest  in  every  respect.  To  exhibit  a  definitive 
intent  to  maintain  maritime  rights,  by  maritime 
means^  what  is  it,  but  to  develop  new  stamina 
of  national  character?  No  nation  can  or  has  a 
right  to  hope  respect  from  others,  which  doeft  not 
first  learn  to  respect,  iiself.  And  how  is  this  to 
be  attained  ? .  By  a  course  of  conduct,  conforma- 
ble to  its  duties  and  relative  to  its  condition.  If 
it  abandons  what  it  ought  to.defend,  if  it  flies 
from  the  field  it  is  bound  to  maintain,  how.  can 
it  hope  for  honor?  To  w^.hat  other  inheritance 
is  it  entitled,  but  disgrace?  Foreign  nations  un- 
doubtedly look  upon  this  Union  with  eyes  long  read 
in  the  history  of  man ;  and  with  thoughts  deeply 
yersed  in  the  effects  of  passion  and  interest  upon 
independent  States,  associated  by  ties  so  appar- 
eady  slight  and  novel.  They  undersUnd  well, 
that  the  rivalries  among  the  great  interests  of  such 
States;  the  natural  envyings,  which  in  all  coun- 
tries spring  between  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures ;  the  inevitable  jealousies  and  fears 
of  each  other,  of  South  and  North,  interior  and 
seaboard ;  the  incipient  ^or  progressive  rancor  of 
party  animosity ;  are  the  essential  weaknesses 
of  sovereignties  thus  combmed.  Whether  these 
causes  shall  operate,  or  whether  they  shall  cease, 
foreig^n  nations  will  gather  from  the  features  of 
our  policy.  They  caonot  believe  that  such  a  na- 
tion is  strong  in  the  affections  of  its  associated 
girts,  when  they  see  the  vital  interests  of  whole 
tates  abandoned.  But  reverse  this  policy ;  show 
a  definitive  and  stable  intent  to  yield  tha  natural 
protection  to  such  essential  interests ;  then  they 


will  respect  you.  And  to  powerful  nations  honor 
comes  attended  by  safety. 

Mr.  Speaker — What  is  national  disgrace?  Of 
what  stuff  is  it  composed?  is  a  nation  disgraced 
because  its  flag  is  insulted ;  because  its  seamen 
are  impressed ;  because  its  course,  upon  the  high- 
way of  the  ocean,  isobstructed?  'No,  sir.  Abstract- 
edly xM>nsider«d,  all  this  is  not  disgrace.  Because 
all  this  may  happen  to  a  nation,  so  weak  as  not  to 
be  able  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  its  flaig,.or  the 
freedom  of  its  citizens,  or  the  safety  of  its  course. 
Natural  weakness  is  never  disgrace.  But,  sir,  this 
is  disgrace:  vrhen  we  submit  to  insult,  and  to  in- 
jury^ which  we  have  the  power  to  prevent  or  re- 
dress. Itsessential  constituents  are  want  of  sense  or 
want  of  spirit.  When  a  nation  with  ample  means 
for  its  deience,  is  so  thick  in  the  brain,  as  not  to 
put  them  into  a  suitable  state  of  preparation;  or, 
when,  with  a  sufficient  muscular  force,  it  is  so 
tame  in  spirit  as  to  seek  safety  not  in  manly  effort 
but  in  retirement;  then  a  nation  is  disgraced; 
then  it  shrinks  from  itsliigh  and  sovereign  char- 
acter, into  that  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  crouching 
down  between  two  burdens — the  French  burden 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  British  burden  on  the 
other — so  dull,  so  lifeless,  so  stupid,  that,  were  it 
not  for  its  braying,  it  could  not  be  distinguished 
from  the  clod  of  the  valley. 

It  is  impossible  for  European  nations  not  to 
know,  that  we  are  the  second  commercialcountry 
in  the  world ;  that  we  have  more  th$in  seven  mil- 
lions of  people;  with  less  annual  expenditure, 
and  more  unpledged  sourcesof  revenue,  t|ian  any 
nation  of  the  civilized  world.  Yet  a  nation  thus 
distinguished,  abounding  in  wealth,  in  edterprise, 
and  in  i)Ower,  is  seen  flying  away  from  the  "un- 
profitable contest,''  abandoning  the  field  of  con- 
troversy ;  taking  r«fuge  behinJ  its  own  doors,  and 
softening  the  rigors  of  oppression  abroad,  oy  a 
comparison,  with  worse  turmemts,  at  home.  Ought 
such  a  nation  to  ask  for  respect  ?  Is  there  any 
other  mode  of  relief  from  th,is  depth  of  disgrace, 
than  by  a  change  of  national  coiuiuct  and  char- 
acte^? 

With  respect  to  Qreat  Britain,  it  seems  impos- 
sible ihat  such  a  change  in  our  policy  should  not 
be  auspicious.  No  nation  ever  did,  or  ever  can 
conduct  towards  one  that  is  true,  in  the  same  way 
as  it  conducts  towards  one  that  is  false  to  all  its 
obligations.  Clear  conceptions  of  interest  and 
Jfaitbful  fulfilment  of  duty,  as  certainly  insure, 
sooner  or  later,  honor  and  safety,  as,  blindness  to 
interest  and  abandonment  of  duty  do  assuredly 
entail  disgrace  and  embarrassment,  (n  relation 
to  the  principle  which  regulates  the  commercial 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United 
States,  there  is  much  scope  for  diversity  of  opin- 
ion. Perhaps  those  judge  most  truly  who  do  not 
attribute  to  her  anv  very  distinct  or  uniform  sys- 
tem of  action  in  relation  to  us ;  but  who  deem  her 
course  to  result  from  views  of  temporary  expedi- 
ency growing  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
time,  and  the  character  of  our  Administration. 
If  this  be  the  case,  then,  whatever  course  of  con- 
duct has  a  tendency  to  show  a  change  in  the 
character  of  the  American  policy,  must  produce 
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a  proportionate  change  in  that  of  the  British 
And  if  lameness  and  systematic  abandonment  of 
oar  commercial  rights  have  had  the  efiect  to  bring 
upon  u«  so  manv  miseries,  «  contrary  coorse  of 
conduct,  having  tor  its  basis  a  wise  spirit  and  sys- 
tematic naval  support,  it  may  well  be  hoped  will 
have  the  opposite  efiect  of  renewingour  prosperity. 
But  if  it  be  true,  as  is  so  frequently  and  -so  confi- 
dently asserted,  that  Great  Britain  is  jealous  of 
our  commercial  greatness;  if  it  be  true  that  she 
would  depress  us  as  rivals ;  if  she  begins  to  re- 
^rd  us  as  a  Power  which  may  soon  curb,  if  not 
m  aftertimes  ppurn  her  proud  control  on  her  fa- 
Yorite  element;  then  indeed  she  may  be  disposed 
to  quench  the  ardor  of  our  naval  enterprise ;  iken 
indeed,  it  may  be  her  care  to  to  shape  the  course 
of  her  policy  as  to  deprive  our  commerce  of  all 
hope  of  its  natural  protection  ;  and  to  co-operate 
with  and  cherish  such  an  Administration  in  this 
country,  as  hates  a  naval  fbrce  and  lores  com- 
mercial restriction.  In  tbis  view  of  hei  policy ; 
and  I  am  far  frono  asserting  it  is  not  correct, 
is  it  not  obvious,  that  she  may  be  content  with 
the  preeent  condition  of  our  commerce?  Except 
acknowledged  colonial  vassalage,  what  state,  of 
thinfi:8  would  be  more  desirable  to, her?  The 
whole  sea  is  her  own.  Her  American  rival  tamely 
makes  cession  of  it  to  her  possession.  Our  com- 
mercial capital  is  already  seeking  employment 
in  her  cities ;  and  our  seamen  In  her  ships.  What 
then  results?  Is  it  not  on  this  view  of  her 
policy,  undeniable  that  an  Administration  in  this 
country,  for  the  purposes  of  Great  Britain,  is 
such  as  thinks  commerce  not  worth  having,  or 
not  worth  defending;  such  as  in  every  scheme  of 
nominal  protection,  meditates  to  it  nothing,  but 
additional  embarassment  and  eventual  abandon- 
ment ?  Must  not  such  an  Administration  be  con- 
venient to  a  British  Ministry,  if  such  be  British 
policy  ?  And  if  British  Ministers  should  ever  ind 
such  an  Administration  in  this  country,  made  to 
their  hands,  may  we  not  anticipate  that  they  will 
take  care  to'msiDage  with  a  view  to  its  x>^ntinu- 
ance  in  power?  Of  all  policy  the  most  ominous 
to  British  ascendancy  is  that  of  a  systematic  mari- 
time defence  of  our  maritime  rights. 

The  general  effect  of  the  policy  I  advocate,  is 
to  produce  confidence  at  home  and  respect  abroad. 
These  are  twin  shoats  from  the  same  stock,  and 
never  fail  to  flourish  or  fade  together.  Confidence 
is  a  plant  of  no  mushroom  growth  and  of  no  ar- 
tificial texture.  It  springs  only  from  sage  coun- 
sels and  generous  endeavors.  The  protection  you 
extend  must  be  efficient  and  suited  to  the  nature 
of  the  object  you  profess  to  maintain.  If  ft  be 
neither  adequate  nor  appropriate,  your  wisdom 
may  be  doubted,  your  motives  may  be  distrusted, 
but  in  vain  you  expect  confidence.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  seaboard  will  inquire  of  their  own 
senses  and  not  of  your  logic,  concerning  the  real- 
ity of  their  protection. 

As  to  respect  abroad,  what  course  can  be  more 
certain  to  insure  it  ?  What  object  more  honora- 
ble, what  more  dignified  than  to  behold  a  great 
nation  pursuing  wise  ends  by  appropriate  means; 
rising  to  adopt  a  series  of  systematic  exertions, 


suited  to  her  power,  and  adequate  to  her  purposes? 
What  object  more  consolatory  to  the  friends — 
What  more  paralyzing  to  the  enemies  of  our  Unioa 
— than  to  behold  the  natural  jealousies  and  rival- 
ries, which  are  the  acknowledged  dangers  of  our 
political  condition,8qbsiding  or  sacrificing?  What 
sight  more  exhilarating  than  to  see  this  great  na- 
tion once  more  walking  forth  ^moog  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  under  the  protection  of  no  foreig:n 
shield?  Peaceful  because  powerful — powerful 
beoi^use  united  in  interests,  and  amalgamated  by 
concentration  of  those  interests  in  the  nlitional 
affection  R 

Bat,  let  the  opposite  policy  prevail ;  let  the  es- 
s^tial  interests  of  the  greae  component  parts  of 
this  Union  find  no*  protection  under  the  national 
arm— -instead  of  safety  let  them  realize  oppres* 
sion,  and  the  seeds  of  aiscord  and  dissolution  are 
inevitably  sown  in  a  soil  the  best  fitted  for  their 
root,  and  affordins  the  richest  nourishment  for 
their  expansion. .  It  may  be  a  low  time  before 
they  ripen.  But,  sooner  or  later,  they  will  assn-* 
redly  burst-forth  in  all  their  destructive  energies. 
In  the  intermediate  period,  what  aspect  does  a 
Union,  thus  destitute  of  cement,  present?  Is  it 
that  of  a  nation  keen  to  discern,  and  strong  to  re- 
sist, violations  of  its  sovereignty  ?  It  has  rather 
the  appearance  of  a  casual  collection  of  semi-bar- 
barous clans,  with  the  forms  of  civilization,  and 
with  the  rude  and  rending  passions  of  the  savage 
state.  In  truth,  powerful — yet,  as  to  any  foreign 
effect,'imbecile<— rich,  in  the  goods  of  fortune,  yet 
wanting  that  inherent  spirit  without  whicb  a  na- 
tion is  poor  indeed  ;  their  strength  exhausted  by 
struggles  for  local  power ;  their  moral  sense  de- 
based by  low  intrigues  for  personal  popularity,  or 
temporary  pre-eminence ;  all  their  thoughts  turn* 
ednot  to  the  safety  of  the  State^  but  to  the  eleva- 
tion of  a  chieftain.  A  people  presenting  snch  an 
aspect,  what  have  they  to  expect  abroad  ?.  Whar 
but  pillage,  insult,'  and  scorn  ? 

Tne  choice  is  before  us.  Persist  in  refusing 
eflieient  maritime  protection ;  persist  in  the  sys- 
tem of  commercial  restdciions;  what  now  is,  per- 
haps, anticipation,  will  hereafter  be  history. 

Mr.  FisK  said  that,  when  this  subject  was  first 
presented  to  the  House,  he  felt  inclined  to  vote 
for  a  small  increase  of  the  Naval  Establishment; 
but  it  now  appears  that,  what  is  asked  for  is  con- 
sidered only  as  laying  a  foundation  for  a  great 
system — a  system  which,  he  feared,,  if  carried  into 
execution,  might  change  the  Government. 

Mr.  F.  contended  that  the  N^vy  never  had,  and 
never  could  protect  our  commerce.  Like  stand* 
ing  armies,  he  considered  navies  as  dangerous  to 
lil^rty.  As  to  the  Constitutional  provision,  with 
respect  to  a  navy,  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
grant  of  power,  which  Congress  is  at  liberty  to  use 
or  not,^  as  they  mav  deem  it  necessary  or  expedient. 

Though  he  baa  listened  with  ckndor  to  all  the 
Arguments  which  had  been  used  in  favor  of  an 
increase  of  this  Establishment  at  the  present  time^ 
he  was  far  frond  being  convinced  that  such  an  in- 
crease, at  present,  is  either  necessary  or  expe- 
dient. .  It  appeared  to  him  that  every  nation 
which  has  embaiictd^  to  any  extent,  in  Navy  Bs- 
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tablUhments,  has  beea .  evenCttally  crusbad  . 
thenu  Whether  yoti  go  back  to  aDcieot,  or  looL 
not  aiJ?*^*''^  Europe,  you  will  find  nariea  have 
d^airous  of'p^»l£I?^^^^i^  J»^i^^  gentlemen  are 
We  of  aflfording..  Has  *fift  &?f«^?y  •^f  <5»P«- 
<€cted  her  commerce  ?   T^ere  are  in  M^l*  P'<^ 


GjBQtlemen  say.  that  Great  Britain  will  r^n  great 
risks  in  sending  vessels  on  our  shore.  If  so,  why 
build  ships  to  meet  them  ?  He  thought  the  de- 
struction .of  Copenb^geB  ought  to  warn  us  against 
going  iuto  a  scheme  of  this  kind. 

If.  he  were  asked  how  he  would  protect  com- 


dominions  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  milllons^o^V*^®*^  t®  ^S"*^  answer,  by'  marchinfe  to  Canada, 
■      •  -  havin^^  ^»at  country  and  Nova  Scotia ;  and, 

no  means  o?^^)fi!H^  ^  Halifax,  she  would  have 


people;  but,  by  ei^^ry  account  we  have  of  them, 
their  situation  is  not  very  enviable;  nor  have 
they  any  great  degree  or  commerce- to  protect. 
Where  are  the  navies  of  Swefden  and  Denmark  ? 
The  latter,  it  is  well  known,  were  swept  away 
and  destroyed  by  the  British  fleet ;  and  the  fleet 
•of  Sweden  serves  only  to  keep  the  country  in  pov- 
erty to  maintain  it.  A  navy  looks  pretty  well  in 
theory  ;  but  Jook  into  the  experience  of  nations, 
and  it  will  be  found  to  have  been  the  bane  of  evety 
eouDtry  which  has  had  any  thing  to  do  with' it. 
We  should  want  wisdote,  therefore,  to  pursue  a 
'a3rstem  which  has  proved  so  ruinous  to  others. 

With  respect  to  Great  Britain  herself,  it  had 
been  said  that  her  navy  had  been  the  basis  of  her 
wealth  and  prosperity.  M^  F.  said  he  did  not 
envy  the  situation  of  that  country.  The  glory 
and  honor  which  sbch  nations  are  in  the  habit  of 
acquiring,  prove  a  curse  to  them  m  the  end  by 
enslaving  them  with  expense. 

Wiien  the  House  was  engaged  in  the  ana?  bill, 
it  .was  said  that  the  necessary  number  of  men 
«ould  not  be  got;  that  it  was  not  in  this  country, 
•s  in  Europe,  where  thousands  of  men  enter  into 
ihe  land  and  sea  service  because  they  are  desti- 
tute of  employinent  or  of  any  means  of  getting 
bread ;  here,  every  man,  who  will  labor,  can  pro* 
<sure  a  living  without  difficulty. 

If  men  cannot  be  gotten  fbi/ the  Army,  how  are 
they  to  be  procured  for  the  Navy  ?  He  should 
apprehend  impressment,  or  something  like  it. 
Look,  said  Mr.  F.,  at  the  debt  of  Great  Britain — 
look  ait  her  taxes— everything  pavs  a  duty*-even 
the  light  of  Heaven  is  not  fiassea  by  without  be- 
ing made  to  yield,  supplies  to  her  revenue.  So 
heavy  do  these  taxes  4>ear  upon  xhe  people,  it  is 
said  that  onerseventh  part  of  the  whole  of  the 
inhabitants  are  paupers*  These  are  some  of  the 
fruits  of  a  navy  ! 

As  to  the  protection  and .  encouragemebt^  of 


eommerce,  he  believed  commerce  would  always 
flourish  best  when  left  to  itself  unshackled  by  r^- 
^lutions.  It  will  then  be  carried  to  every  part  of 
the  glpbe.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  bad  been 
said  that  the  exports  of  Great  Britain^  in  1797, 
were  not  greater  than  ours,  before  our  commerce 
was  reatricted,  though  that  nation  had  possessed 
a  navy  which  had  triumphed  on  the  ocean  for 
half  a  century.  How  did  this  happen'?  It  was 
awing,  said ,  Mr.  F*,  to  the  fre^om  of  our  com- 
merce. 

Gentlemen  ask,  if  marching  to  Canada  will 
protect  our  commerce?  Where  do  gentlemen 
wish  protection  ?  Not  in  our  ports  and  harbors ; 
-  they  are  already  protected.  He  asked,  if  any  at- 
tempt had  ever  been  made  to  bombard  our  cities, 
"or  to  enter  our  ports  and  harbors  ?  Or  is  it  prob- 
able any  such  attempt  will  be  made  1 


in  case  of  that  d^mage^^iffigsels  in  this  country, 
on  our  coast.  *^-^^«e.^o  liable 

Bui  it  has  been  said  that,  except  we  take  this 
course^  we  shall  be  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ments abroad,  as  wanting  a  proper  degree  of  spirit 
to  defend  our  rights.  There  has  never  been  want- 
ing a  disposition  in  this  House,  or  in  the  nation, 
to  defend  our  rights  to  the  utmost. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Qdin- 
Ot)  had  spoken  of  the  naval  force  formerly  pos- 
sessed by  Massachusetts.  But,  what  security  did 
those  ships  affi>rd?  They  were  of  no  Use,  as  he 
helieved ;  they  were  nothing  but  a  he^vy  expense 
to  the  State;  and  he  believed  the  merchants  had 
found  their  cojmilierce  in  a  much  bettte  state  since, 
than  it  was  when  they  were  in  being.. 

Gentlemen  speak  of  the- embarrassments  of  our 
commerce,  as  if  they  were  owing  to  our  not  hav- 
ing a  navy ;  but,  if  tbey  will  look  arodnd,  they 
will  find  that  those  countries  which  have  navies 
have  not  escaped;  our  embarcassmients  have  arisen 
from  the  wcoogs  committed  against  us  by  other 
liations,  which  we  l^ad  no  power  ofpreventing. 

It  had  been ^h own  that  the  Navy  Establishment 
proposed  could  not  be  supported  bat  by  an  ex* 
pense  which  would  prove  ruinous  to  this  country. 
Uather  than  incur  this  expense,  he  was  willing  to 
dispense  with  the  honor  supposed  to  be  attached 
to  such^an-  Establishment.  Mr.  F.  was  o[^;>osed 
to  this  system,  too,  because  it  could  not  be  sup- 
ported without  having  recourse  to  a  force  similar 
to  impressment  (o  obtain  a  number  of  seamen  suf- 
ficient to  man  suofa  a  fleet;  He  was  anxious  to 
protect  every  part  of  the  .Union ;  but  he  could  not 
consent  to  support  any  scheme  so  present  with 
mischief  to  the  country,  as  he  considered  this 
li^rge  Navy  Establishment  to  be. 

Mr.  M6ELke  said,  he  lirith  reluctance  presented 
hhndelf  before  tbe  House  a  second  time  on  this 
qaestion:  b®  had. given  his  views  of  it  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  he  only  rdSie  to  re- 
lieve some  of  his  opinions  from  the  misconstruc- 
tion to  which  they  had  been  subjected  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  discussion. 

Gentleman  have  congratulated  the  House  on 
account  of  the  conciliatory. temper  and  spirit  with 
which  this  discussion  was  conducted;  he  was 
concerned  that  he  could  not  unite  in  those  con- 
gratulations) because  that  portion  of  the  House 
with  whom  he  was  associated  on  this  question 
bad  been  accused  of  an  adherence  to  their  preju- 
dices and  of  a  total  disregard  of  the  admonitions 
ef  reason  and  common  sense;  These  suggestions 
charged  that  portion  of  the  House  oppoaed  to  an 
increase  of  the  navy  with  a  want  of  wisdom  to 
I  peeceive,  or  with  a  want  of  honesty  to  pursue,  the 
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means  of  promoting  the  general  welfare,  and 
were,  therefore  rather  rude  than  coociiiatoty  to 
him. 

He  had  stated  it  to  the  committee,  as-his  opin- 
ion, that  llie  establishment  of  a  large  navy  would 
change,  in  the  progress  of  time,  the  present  form 
of  this  government.  The  House  has  been  inform- 
ed that  this  statement  was  mere  «8«eruo|^^t^at 
ported  by  argument  or  even  an^|%1arge  marine 
we  could  not  create  ai^Jger'.  .  In  support  of  the 
without  diffictt^fc'xpressed,  which  he  had  not  seen 
-ASy'teason  to  change,  he  had  su\)m4tted  to  the 
House  a  statement  of  the  probable  expenses  of  the 
Government  in  the  succeeding  years,  including 
the  expenses  of  the  proposed  navy.  If  those  state- 
ments were  substantially  correct  (and  he  had  not 
heard  them  questioned)  they  prove  the  fact,  that 
a  war  of  five  years  duration  with  a  navy  would 
increase  thii  public  debt  from  forty-five  millions 
of  dollars,  the  present  amount,  to  upwards  of  an 
hundred  and  fifteen  millions;  and  would  liken^ise 
increase  the  expenses  of  the  Government  on  the 
return  of  peace  to  upwards  of  eigbteeti  millions 
per  annum.  From  those  fads  the  conclusions 
were  drawn  wbicL  appeared  to  him  very  natural- 
ly to  follow,  that  permanent  internal  ttfxes  in 
times  of  peace  as  well  as  war  would  be  rendered 
necessalry ;  and  even  wHh  the  aid  of  internal  taxes 
to  the  amount  of  four  millions  of  dollars  per  an- 
num, your  public  debt  would  be  gradually  increas- 
ing. He  had  also  stated  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, under  the  existing  Constitution,  with  the  in- 
tention of  showing  the  difficulty  of  meeting  so 
large  an  expenditure.  This  statement,  so  far  as 
it  had  been  noticed,  wa^  met  by  a  statement  that 
the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  revenue  were 
worth  twelve  hundred  millions  Of  dollars,  and  that 
the  revenue  arising  from  commerce  might  amount 
to  eighteen  or  twenty  million^  per  annum.  He 
confessed  he  did  not  understand  the  arithmetic  by 
whose  magic  these  results  W«i^  produced.  The 
first  Was  to  him  eridehtly  Incorrect  and  the  sec- 
ond seemed  also  incorrect;  our  revenue  for  the 
last  ten  years  (the  most  prosperous  period  of  our 
history)  had  averaged  about  twelve"  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum,  and  the  world  was  evidently 
more  hostile  to  commerce  now  than  it  bad  been 
for  the  last  ten  years^  No  reasonable  baleulation 
could  therefore  be  made  on  a  revenue  from  im- 
posts and  tonpage  for  the  succeeding  ten  years, 
exceeding  in  amount  the  receipts  of  the  past  ten 
years,  and  admittiuR  the  revenue  to  be  equal  to 
that  we  had  received,  the  taxes  would  be  rendered 
permanent  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum  in  order  to  pay  the 
current  expenditure:  you  will  then  have  a  large 
public  debt  with  permanent  and  heavy  internal 
taxes,  and  this  is  the  soil  which  produces  aristo- 
cracy in  every  country ;  and  here,  the  debt  fur- 
nishes to  moneyed  men  the  facility  of  increasing 
their  wealth  without  ingenuity,  industry^  or  care. 
Ten  thousand  dollars  vested  in  the  public  funds, 
by  converting  the  interest  into  principal  at  the 
respective  periods  when  the  interest  falls  due,  in 
twenty  years  would  amount  to  more  than  forty 


thousand  dollars.  In  the  meantime  the  constant 
drains  of  money  wrung  from  th,e  hands  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people  by  heavy  internal  Jgnr-; 
would  keep  them  poor.  The  weal^.  f^^*^^^,  ^^ 
try  would  be  gr^^^^^X,XrS:;oiig  basis  of  power 
a  few  ;  ang.'^nsequently  the  power  of  the  coun- 
l^^y^ould  be  concentrated  in  the  bands  of  a  few, 
wno  would  apply  your  navy  to  maintain  and  sop- 
port  the  wealtby  and  well-4>orn  in  the  possession 
of  this  power. 

But  we  are  (old  by  gentlemen  that  this  is  mere 
assertion;  the  product  of  a  mind  frightened  by 
hobgoblins  and  bugbears,  and  laboring  trader  the 
influence  of  prejudice.  If  gentlemen  were  cor- 
rect, it  would  be  a  ^^ratification  to  him  to  find  his 
apprehensions  dissipated  by  experience.  But 
what  does  the  expenence  of  other  nations  prove  ? 
Bn^landj  the  liright  example  always  quoted — 
whose  political  dogmas  we  afiect  to  despise,  but 
in  whose  paths  we  seem  now  to  be  treading  with 
undevi^ting  steps  as  fast  as  th^  moments  ran — 
Etigland  once  bad  no  pdblie  navy,  and  then  too 
she  had  no  public  (iebt.  She  also  had  a  Parlia* 
inent  the  real  representatives  of  the  British  natioa 
who  dared  to  resist  the  corruptions  of  the  times 
and  the  encroachments  of  the  Grown.  But  Eng- 
laitd  was  then  vexed  with  the  Spanish  Armada 
and  the  Duush  fleets,  which  rode  triumphantly  in 
the  English  channel  with  a  broom  at  the  mast- 
head. 

England  commenced  ship-building  on  national 
account  and  borrowing  money  on  the  same  ac- 
count. Her  navy  too,  when  small,  was  loaded 
with  the  imputations  of  ^'*  wasteful  expense  and 
comparative  inefiicieney.'^  It  was  increased  be- 
cause "  it  was  demonstrably  clear  that  she  was 
destined  to  be  a  great  naval  power  ;^'  her  debt  also 
increased  pari  pawu  (,as  the  diplomatists  would 
say)  with  her  pavy.  i     ' 

The  British  Navy  nrvr  is  the  most  splendid 
fabric  of  human  power  the  world  ever  witnessed  ;. 
her  debt  is  eqiialty  great  and  splendid;  the  wretch- 
edness and  misery  of  the  oreat  mass  of  her  people 
bears  a  full  proportion  to  the  debt  and  navy ;  b(r 
Parliament  also  is  highly  celebrated  for  its  venal- 
ity and  compliance.  The  man  who  knows  the 
views  and  wishes  of  the  English  Ministry,  with- 
out farther  inquiry,  thereby  knoWs  the  opinion  of 
a  majority  of  Parliament. ' 

Create  the  caases  and  th6  consequences  will 
followr— man  is  substantially  the  same  every^ 
where ;  here  a  Ijttle  more  civilized  and  there  a 
little  more  savage ;  but  God  and  nature  for  wise 
purposes  have  implanted  in  every  human  bosom 
the  same  origiaal  desires;  and  love  of  wealth,  of 
fame,  and  of  power,  create  theme^ns  of  their  grat- 
ification on  a  large,  scale,  and  you  give  them  ac- 
tivity—^anactivity  fired  with  ambition  andfraught 
with  ruin  to  the  peace  Of  society. 

Gentlemen  had  exultingly  called  on  those  op- 
posed to  an  increase  of  the  Navy,  to  show  how 
commerce  could  be  protected  without  a  Navy^ 
He  had  supposed  it  to  be  the  duty  of  those  who  ad- 
vocated a  system  attended  with  immense  expeose 
to  show  the  good  to  society  resulting  ftom  the 
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ezpeoditure,  tad  if  the  adrantages  arising  there- 
from were  not  clearly  demonstrated  and  ^hown 
to  bear  some  pro))Oftioo  to  the  expenditure^  their 
patronage  ooBid  not  be  expected.  But  how  has  this 
been  shown?  you. are  informed  that  nayies  are 
iiecessary  for  the  protection  of  commerce ;  but  has 
it  been  shown  by  any  process  of'  reasoning,  that 
the  twelve  ships-of-the-line  and  thirty  frigates 
contemplated,  when  built,  would  enabiiei  you  to 
convey  the  productions  of  your  soil  from  the  port^ 
of  the  United  States  in  safety  to  Havre  or  Ham- 
burg, or  to  any  port  in  the  Baltic  or  Mediterra- 
nean ?  Certamly  this  has  not  been  attempted. 
The  additix)nal  security  supposed  to  be .  afforded 
to  your  ports  and  harbors  by  the  Navy,  is  all  that 
has  been  jatteitipted  to  be  shoWn  |  your  ports  and 
harborslieretufore  have  been  thought  well  secured 
hf  fortifications  >  but  it  is  now  for  the  first  time 
.  discovered,  that  your  fortifications  are  of  but  lit- 
tle or  no  use.  How  unfortunate,  it  is  that  this 
discovery  had  not  been  made  before  the  Govern- 
ment had  expended  neaf  $7^000,000  on  that  ob- 
ject, and  that  the  discovery  has  b'eea  delayed  to 
this  time,  wh^n  youare  officially  informed  that- 
the  fortificatiops  are  nearly  completed. 

You  are  also  tokl  that  thcLpropo^d  navy  would 
be  sufficient  to  maintain,  the  mastery  in  the  Amer- 
ican seas,  particularly  as  fat  as  the  Gulf  Stream, 
and  in  order  to  substantiate  this  position,  you  s^re 
informed  that  the  British  navy  is  stripped  up 
into  small  squadrons  and  stationed  at  different 

gaces ;  part  in  the  English  chann^.part  at  the 
Ibe,  part  in  the  Mediterranean,  part  in  the  Bast 
India,  West  India,  Jamaica,  and  North  Ameri- 
can stations.  Much  labor  is  used  to  prove  that 
this  distribution  of  the  naval  force  of  Enslaod 
could  not  be  altered  in  case  of  a  war  with  this 
country,  and  that  we  are  so  far  removed  from 
Europe,  where  a  fleet  destined  to  act  against  ns 
must  receive  its  outfit,  that  three  tim^s  the  quan- 
tity of  force  possessed  by  us  would  be  necessary 
to  produce  an^  effect  on  us* 

Without  hoping  to  expose  the  fiillacy  of  this 
argument,  by  a  recurrence  to  our  own  experience 
during  th^  Revolutionary  war,  when  Ehglahd 
was  contending  for  the  jBriti&h  channel  against 
the  fleets  of  Fraace  and  Spain,  she  then  spared  a 
fleet  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  beat  dpuble  the 
force  now  coivtem plated.  He  would  ask  what 
protection  commerce  would  receive  from  this 
supposed  mastery  in  the  American  seas?  It  is 
said  that  England  cannot  spare  the  force  neces- 
sary to  meet  you  in  the  American  seas.  Be  it 
so,  and  consequently  she  will  send  none.  But' 
she  can  say  to  you  in  practice,  )rou  shall  not  ^o 
to  the  West  Indies  or  to  Europe,  if  you  do,  I  will 
capture  your  vessels;  and  where  then  is  your  com- 
naercfe  which  is  to  receive  protection  ?  it  is  anni- 
hilated; and  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  if  cor- 
rect, did  prove  incontrovertibly  that  your  naval 
force  must  be  more  than  equal  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  to  unlock  the  European  ports  to  your 
commerce.  Is  this  an  incorfect  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, aixd  the  consequences  attendant  thereon  1  If 
It  was,  he  was  unable  to  perceive  in  what  it 
was  incorreat,  and  if  it  is  correct,  it  necessarily 


follows,  that  you  must  have  a  navy  competent 
to  meet  the  British  navy  in  equal  combat  on 
the  opean,  to  effect  any  valuable  result  in  favor 
of  your  commerce,  and  this  is  not  contemplated. 
But  the  gentlen^n  have  expressed  much  soli- 
citude for  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi,  lest 
its  mouth  should  be  blocked  up  by  a  single 
ship  of  war  of  the  enemy ;  and  the  sensibility 
expressed  when  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leans ws^s  withheld  from  th^  Western  people,  in 
ld02,  is  cited  as  an  evidence  of  the  feelings  which 
such  tin  occurrence  would  excite.  The  objects  of 
those  argu meats  wetk  easily  perceived  ;  and  they 
were,  in  his  opinion,  utterly  fallacious.  It  re- 
quired only  a  moment's  reflection  to  perceive 
that  a  war  with  apy  maritime  nation  who  hap- 
pened to  hold  the  West  Indies,  would  aiinihilate 
the  commerce  of  tjie  Mississippi  during  its  con- 
tinuance ;  and  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  J4ist 
referred  to,  if  they  proved  anything,  supported 
his  opinion.  'The  substantfe  of  these  arguments 
is  already. recited ;  that  the  remote  situation  of 
England  from  our  coast,  the  difficulty  of  main- 
taiping  a  fleet  for  any  length  of  time  hovering  on 
a  hostile  coast,  gives  to  our  fleet,  aided  by  a 
friendly  coast,  furnishinff  ports  and  harbors  for 
their  protection  and  aid  m  time  of  danger,  an 
advantage  over  an  enemy  of  three  to  one.  Be  it 
so,  and  now  does  the  argument  stand,  when  ap- 
plied either  to  Europe  or  the  West  Indies?  As 
it  relates  to  Europe,  it  has  already  been  shown 
that  the  argument  operates  against  you  in  the 
same  proportion,  or  nearlv  so,  that  it  operates  in 
your  favor  in  relation  to  the  American  coast,  and 
in  the  West  Indies.  England  possesses,  for  all 
commercial  purposes,  and  he  mi^ht  say  for  all 
the  purposes' of  annoyance  to  your  commerce,  all 
the  West  Indies,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Do- 
mingo and  two  other  inconsiderable  islands.  The 
commerce  of  the  Mississippi  must  necessarily 
pass  iiear  the  Havana  and  double  Cape  Florida"— 
all  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy — to  reach  the  Atlan- 
tic ports ;  and  y^t  gentlemen  talk  of  protecting 
this  commerce  during  the  war.  The  whole  ar- 
gument of  gentlemen  is  founded  on  the  supposi- 
tion that' your  twelve  ship^-of-lBe-line  and  twenty 
frigates^  will  always  act  together  in  one  body 
against  the  separate  squadrons  of  the  enemy; 
this  is  manifestly  absurd ;  and  as  your  navy,  if 
built,  will  be  at  the  coinmon  expense  of  the  whole 
community,  it  ought  to  be  stationed  at-  different 
stations  for  the  common  defence.  The  United 
States  seem  to  be  naturally  divided  into  six  sta- 
tions, to  wit:  Boston,  New  York,  the  Delaware, 
Chesapeake,  Charleston,  and  the  Balize  stations ; 
divide  out  the  navy  to  those  stations  respect- 
iveljr.  and  you  will  have  two  ships-of-the-line 
and  five  frigates  to  each  statioiL  Send  your  two 
ships-of-the-line  and  fiv6  or  six  frigates  to  the 
Ckiif  of  Mexico,  to  prptect  the  trade  of  theMissis- 
sissippi,  where,  there  is  not  a  single  harbor  for 
their  reception  ;  and  unless  the  same  supernatural 
hand  which  saved  Daniel  of  old  from  the  teeth 
of  the  lions,  when  he  was  cast  into  their  den,  is 
stretched  forth  for  the  protection  of  your  naval 
force  sent  there,  in  six  weeks  after  it  arrives  at 
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the  place  of  desUDation,  its  flag  will  be  ehanged. 
But  admit  your  two  ships-ef-thc-liDe  aod  five 
frigates  competent  to  guard  in  slifety  the  c^roduo- 
tioDs  of  the  country,  \yatered  by  the  Mississippi, 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  Atlantic  ports,  where  is 
the  benefit  resulting  therefrom,  when  «yery  man 
who  knows  anything  of  nature  aqd  the  character 
of  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi,  must  be  un- 
candid  if  he  does  not  acknowledge  that  io  time 
of  war  the  productions  of  the  Mississippi  in  gen- 
eral would  not  pay  freight  to  the  Atlantic  market. 

Mr.  McK.  said  he  pretended  to  have  some  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  commerce  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  he  unhesitatingly  declared  that  a  war 
wrtii  any  maritime  nation  holding  the  control  of 
the  West  India  islands  wo^ld  annihilate  allle^iti^ 
mate  trade  from  New  Orleans  during  itn  continu- 
ance; an  illegal  or  licensed  trade  perhaps  might 
be  carried  on  to  a  small  amount^  and  i$  would 
Dot  require  protection). 

Ghentlemen  seemed  to  be  enamoured  with  the 
superior  protection  (as  it  is  called)  afforded  to  the 
persons  add  property  of  other  nations  qn  the  high 
seas.  This  superior  protection,  was  desirable ;  it 
was  highly  appreciated  by  the  Governtnents  of 
Europe.  But  the  picture  bad  two  sides;  and  h& 
desired  gentlenaeo  to  look  at  both.  The  persons 
and  property  of  the  subjects  of  the  Governments 
of  Europe  are  said  to  nde  in  safety  on  the  ocean 
beneath  the  triumphant  banners  of  their  country. 
And  as  a  compensation  for  this  protection  (which 
was  far  from  being  coniplete)  the  sighs  of  the  op- 
pressed ascended  to  Heaven,  from  every  corner 
of  Europe,  in  secret  or  open  curses  against  their 
oppressors.  It  was  due  to  candor  to  admit  that 
the  griefs  of  Europe  were  not  altogether  owing 
to  navies.  An4  it  was  also  worthy  of  remark 
that  the  people  of  every, nation  in  Europe  had 
been  more  or  less  oppressed  wi^h  taxes  and  4ebt 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their-navy;  create 
the  cause,  and  the  consequences  will  follow. 

The  jgentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wright) 
had  said  that  what  might  be  wrong  in  1798,  > 
might  be  perfectly  prudent  «nd  tighi  now.  He 
admitted  there  was  a  time  for  all  things;  but  the 
principle  in  politics  ox  theology  certainly  could 
not  be  very  stubborn  that  wa&  wrong  in  1798 
and  perfectly  right  now;  and  if  any  change  in 
this  respect  had  taken  place,  it  must  consist  in 
the  greater  fitness  of  the  means  to  efieet  certain 
desirable  ends.  In  1798  American  commerce 
was  most  shamefully  plundered  by  both  France 
and  England.  At  that  time  Spain,  France,  and 
England  had  large  navies — Holland  and  Den- 
mark had  ships  of  tvar ;  a  navy  pf  twelve  ships  of 
the  line  and  twenty  frigates  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  by  uniting  with  the  fleets  of. France 
and  Spain,  would  have  been  able  to  have  cOped 
with  England  on  the  ocean ;  and  in  caseof  a  war 
with  Franae,  a  similar  result  could  have  been 
efiected  against  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain; 
but  the  condition  of  Europe  in  this  respect  was 
materially  changed,  and  not  for  the  better  as  it 
regards  us.  He  had  no  disposition,  however,  to 
censure  the  opinions  of  any  geiitlemen  or  their 
arguments,  oii  account  of  their  great  similarity  to 


the  opinions  and  arguments .  used  in  aupport  of 
then^  in  1796.  It  was  certainly  proper  to  con- 
sider all  questions  coming  before  the  Hoese  on 
their  intrinsic  merit,  withouf  much  regard  to 
former  opinions;  and,  therefore,  he  did  not  raeaa 
to  say  to  the  gentleman  tba^  he  had  gone  orer  to 
the  enemy's  camp. 

But  suppose  your  navy  of  twelve  ships-of-the- 
libe,  and  twenty  frigates  had  been  built  in  1798, 
and  maintained  ever  since-^would  it  bare  ren- 
dered your  commercie  tnore  prosperous  than  it 
has  been  since  that  period  ?  -  He  did  not  believe 
any  la^n  would  assume  such  a  position,  inasmseh 
as  our  commerce  since  1798  had  been  more  pros- 
perous than  was  or  could  have  been  foreseen; 
and  if  the  navy  had  been  then  bOilt,  thie  oatiowd 
debt  would  now  be  near  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  millions  of  dollars,  instead  of  fort^-six  millions, 
the  present  amount;  and  he  entertained  no  doabt 
but  that  the  cood  conaiequences  resulting  from  a 
rejection  of  the  navy  project  at  this  time,  would 
be  seen  as  dearly  and  as  thorotighly  felr  fourteen 
years  hence,  ks  the  ^ood  effects  of  its  rejection  in 
1798  was  now  perc^ved  and  felt. 

With  regard  to  the  effects  which  it  is  supposed 
the  navy  woi^d  produce  -on  England  in  time  of 
war,  he  thought  those  effects  much  overrated. 
He  was,  however,  willing  to  see  what  could  be 
done  with  the  pr^ot  navy,  which  amounted  to 
between  sixteen  and  twenty  in  number,  exclusive 
of  gun  yessels.  If  thirty  fast  sailing  frigates 
would  produce  the  wide^read  ruin  on  British 
commerce  m  time  of  war,  of  which  gentlemen 
have  spoken,  twenty  frigates  would  proauce  two- 
thirds  of  these  effects.  He  desiredto  see  what 
could  be  done  in  the  first  plaee  with- our  present 
force;  and  if  the  reault  was  proportionate  to  the 
expectations  which  seem  to  be  entertained,  the 
nation  would  be  willing  to  increase  the  naval 
force.  But  at  ^he  present  time,  when  we  were 
incurring  immense  expenses,  it  did  not  seem  pru- 
dent to  him  to  increase  those  expenses  by  a  pro- 
ject of  this  kind— the  proposed  wair  would  not  be 
a  war  of  great  battles,  but  rather  ja  war  of  means; 
Enghind  would  make  the  war  aa  expensive  to  us 
as  possible,  aUd  if  we  s«it  out  with  expenses^o  ex- 
travagant, the  war  might  terminate  "unfavorably. 

The  House  adjourned  without  taking  the  ques- 
tion. -     '. 


Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  ot  Goverpment,  for  the  year  1812; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next 

Mr.  Seybert  said,  that  when  he  considered  it 
his  duty  to  take  up  the  subject  of  the  Navy,  he 
had  occasion  to  look  into  the  expenses  of  that 
establishment,  and  especially  into  the  expenses  of 
the  navy  jard  in  this  city;  and  from  exarainiag 
the  account  lately  laid  before  this  House  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  Expenses  of  1810, 
he  was  induced  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvfd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
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rected  to  Uj^^Sot^  this  Home  a  stotament  of  the  ez- 
penditares  of  public  moneye  in  the  navy  yanlof  the 
City  of  Washington,  during  the  past  year,  distinguish- 
ipg  the  iralue  of  the  materials  used  for  repairs,  the 
labor  bestowed,  and  the  nature  of  the  work  performed, 
the  number  of  officers,  overseers,  and  workmen,  to- 
gether with  their  pay  and  duty. 

Mr.  Bassett  noped  the  gentleman  from  Penn^ 
sylvaoia  would  have  no  objection  to  add  the  navy 
yard  of  Philadelphia  to  the  resolution. 

Mr«  Sbybert  declared  he  would  not ;  and  on 
suggestion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  the  resolu- 
tioti  wds  so  modified  as  to  embrace  all  the  navy 
yards,  and  then  agreed  tb.  . 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT, 
The  House  then  took  up  tkit  order  of  the  day, 
Tiz:  the  bill  coneetning  the  Navy.  The  ques- 
tion of  asfreement  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  stiike  out  the  section  for  build- 
ing new  frigates  being  still  aoder  consideration- 
Mr.  Bibb  said,  that  indisposed  as  he  wvs,  had 
he  obey^  the  impulse  of  his  feelings,  he  sboufd 
not  then  have  risen  from  his  seat..  He  did  not 
know  indeed  that  he  should  be  able  to  present 
hH  ^^iew  of  the  ftubject  to  the  Houi^e,  nor  (shourd 
he  be  so  fortunate)  did  he  expect  it  would  ioflu- 
ende  the  ^deeisioo  of  the  qoestfon. '  But  as  \ht 
opponents  to  the  bill  had  been  identified  with  the 
enemies  of  commerce,  and  as  he  was  one  of  the 
nucofber,  he  could  not  quietly  submit  to  an  infer- 
ence so  totally  unsupported — so  tpully  unfounded. 
The  people,  said  Mr.  B.^  whom  I  represent  ar6  as 
mneh  interested  in  commerce,  in  proportion  to 
their  nbinbers,  as  those  of  any  section  of  the 
Union,  and  would  be  as  unwilling  to  abandon  it. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  because  the  principal  p^rt 
of  the  Ameirican  tonnage  belongs  to  the  Northerb 
and  Eastern  States,  they  have  a  greater  stake  io 
commerce  than  the  Sooihern?  Unquestionably 
npt.  The  annual  surplus  products  of  the  planter 
and  farmer  are  the  foundation  of  commerce,  and 
their  value  depends  on  the  dematid  for  them  and 
the  fdcHity  with  which  they  tnay  be  conveyed  to 
market.  The  ship-owners  are  eoncerned  only  to 
the  extent  of  their  profits  arising  from  transporta- 
tion and- other  incidental  circumstances.  It  is, 
therefore,  obvious  that  if  eomtneree  be  suspended, 
the  agriculturists,  who  furnish  the  articles  to  be 
transported  abroad,  sustain  a  loss  so  much  greater 
than  that  of  the  ship-owners  as  the  value  of  those 
articles  is  superior  to  the  profits  of  conveyance  to 
a  foreign  market.  The  carrier  lo^s  hisfreight-<- 
ihe  farmer  and  planter  their  products.  On  look- 
ing at  the  amount  in  value  of  our  domestic  ex- 
ports, it  wiH  be  perceived  that  nearly  one-fourth 
IS  Airnished  hjr  a  part  of  the  Southern  States  in 
the  article  of  cotton  alone— ^a  proportion  which < 
is  not  fbrnished  by  an  equal  population  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  country.  My  object  is  not 
to  draw  invidious  distinettons;  but  to  show  the 
extreme  importance  of  commerce  to  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  Sooth,  and  consequently  the  interest  we 
have  in  its  protection.  Sir,  there' exists  no  indis* 
position  to  protect  eotntnerce^-the  only  difierence 
of  opinion  is  in  reference  to  the  extent  to  which 
the  protecting  powers  of  the  iQoverament  should 


be  carried,  and  the  meana  which  are  best  calcula- 
ted to  efiect  the  object. 

Had  the  advocates  for  a  navybeei^  as  success- 
ful in  enforcing  conviction  of  its  necessity  or  effi- 
cacy in  the  protection  of  trade,  or  in  defending 
the  rights  of  the  nation,  as  they  were  in  display- 
ing their  ingenuity  and  talents.  I  should  not  have 
addressed  you  ouNthe  subject.  I  would  have  con- 
ciirfed  with  them  in  the  proposed  measure.  But 
while  I  admire  thezeal  they  have  manifested,  and 
the  ability  and- eloquence  with  which  they  have 
defended  tb^ir, favorite  project,  my  judgment  has 
not  been  convinced,  nor  have  I  ceased  to  lament 
the  discussion  in  which  We  are  'engfaged.  At  a 
moment  when  a  solemn  pledge  has  been  given  to 
the4)ation  of  a  determination  on  the  part  of  this 
House  to  Wage  war  with  England— ^when  the 
mode  of  warfare  and  points  of  attack  have  been 
selected'  with  reference'  to  our  own  strength,  and 
to  the  weakness  of  t^e  enemy— when  it  is  ac- 
knowledged that  to  prosecute  such  a  war  will  re- 
quire all  the  resources  of  the  Qpvern men t— when 
to  devise  a  system  for  obtaining  money  by  loans 
and  taxes,  the  financial  talents  of  the  distinguished 
officer  who  presides  over  your  Treasury  Depart- 
tnent  have  l)een  called  into  requisition — Isay,sir, 
uuder  such  circumstances,  it  does  appear  to  me 
nnfortunale  "iadeed,  that  the  Attention  of  Congress 
should  be  diverted  from  the  objects  for  which 
thef^  We^e  assembled  at  an  earlier  period  than 
usual,  and,  what  is  worse,  that  instead  of  provi- 
dinjif  the  ways  and  mean^  which  will  be  rndispen- 
sable,  we  should  be  hunting  up  objects  for  further 
expenditures.  If  the  ten  frigates  which  it  is  pro- 
posed now  t6  build,  could  be  in  readiness  for,  im- 
mediate service,  the  proposition  would  certainly 
be  less  objectionable.  But  it  is  admitted  that 
no  such  expectation  is  entertained — that  the  ex- 
penditure we  are  called  upon  to  authorixe,  is  not 
for  the  w^r  establishment,  but  for  future  purposes. 
What  says  the  report  of  the  commiuee  on  this 
subject?^  After  stating  the -injuries  to  which  we 
are  liable  on  the  ocean,  the  committee  remark, 
that  ^  it  may  be  necessary  to  array  the  national 
'  force  on  tl\at  element  where  the  injury  may  be 
'  sufi^red,  and  wherealone  it  can  beavenged  or  re- 
'  dressed.  -  With  this  view  your  committee  have 

*  not  considered  this  subject  with  regard  only  to 
^  practicable  and  advisable  pi^arationfor  the  pres- 
^  ent  momentous  crisis,  which,  whatevier  it  may 
'  be,  must  be  greatly  inadequate ;  but  the  object  of 
^  the  comtkiittee  is  to  recommend  a  system  which 

*  shall  look  to  futurity,"  &c. 

^  It  appears  then  that  the  appropriation  of  money 
which  is  demanded,  yf\\\  be  applied  to  a  system 
which  shall  look  to  futurity,  and  which  if  it  should 
be  now  executed  to  the  extent  required  by  the 
report,  Would  be  "greatly  inadequate"  toits  object. 
And  is  this  the  proper  time  to  expend  millions 
for  futurity,  when  you  are  about  to  appeal  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  people  for  the  means  which  are 
indispensable  to  immediate  purposes?  To  my 
miiH]^  the  present  is  the  most  inauspicious  mo- 
ment which  could  have  been  selected  for  increas- 
ing the  Naval  Establishment.  An  attempt  to 
bitkd  a  navy  on  the>eve  of  war  by  loans  and  taxes 
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when  tb€  people  are  without  a  Market  for  their 
-  surphis  products,  i.san  extraordinary  and  unparal- 
leled i^ndertaking.  I  will  ngtcall  it"  ludicrous." 
Aithougb  sueh  a  character  has  been  attributed  to 
the  opposition  on  this  occasion,  it  cantiot  be 
applied  to  the  bill  before  you.  The  project  of 
my  friend  frotti  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Chevbs) 
will  certainly  escape  an  imputation* of  that  sort, 
and  yet  it  may  acquire  a  reputation  which  will 
not  be  more  consoling  to  his  feelings  than  that 
which  has  fallen  to  our  loj.  No.  sir,  if  this  bill 
shall  pass,  it  will  not  be  considered  "ludicrous'' 
— it  will  not  excite  the  laughter  of  the  people. 
But  unless  1  am  much  mistaken  th^ir  murmurs 
will  be  heard,  and  their  discontent  will  be  felt.  I 
rely  as  much  on  the  patriotism  of  the  people  as 
any  man.  I  am  persuaded  they  will  bear  any 
taxes  which  are  necessaty  for  the  support  of  a 
war  in  defence  of  their  rights,  and  I  am  willing 
to  vote  them ;  but  they  will  hot  submit  to  unne- 
cessary taxes.  ^  . 

But,  say  gentlemen,  to  rely  for  the  defence  of 
the  country  on  any  force  other  than  a  naval  foroe, 
would  be  as  unwise  as  to  fittempt  to  protect  a  corn 
field  by  fencing  in  a  distant  cotton  field.  The 
cases  are  not  at  ail  analogous;  but  I  should  con- 
sider the  wisdom  of  ia  planter,  who,  with  a  know- 
ledge of  his  ability  to  complete  a  fence  around  his 
cultivated  field,  would  undertake  to  build  one  half 
way  for  its  protection,  atleast  equal  to  that  which 
advises  us  to  expend  the  public  i'esources  on  a  na- 
val force,  which  it  is  agreed  will  be  "greatly  in- 
adequate" to  its  object.  If  the  United  Slates  must 
become  a  great  naval  Power,  the  system  can  be 
maintained  only  in  time  of  peace,  and  to  attempt 
it  in  time  of  war  when  you  are  unable  to  throw 
upon  the  ocean  a  force  competent  to  cope  with 
the  enemy,  would  be  to  diminish  your  own 
strength,  and  to  increase  theirs.  On  the  subject 
of  the  first  paragraph  of  the  report  which  I  have 
read,  permit  me  to  address  myself  particularly  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  J4itchill,) 
and  to  i:«mark,  that  the  doctrine  which  confines 
the  remedy  to  the  seat  of  disease  in  all  cases,  is  at 
war  with  the  acknowledged  (principles  of  the  ani- 
mal economy,  and  has  been  proved  not  to  consti- 
tute a  partpf  the  political  &ystem,  by  the  vote  not 
only  of  himself  but  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Chbves^)  Need  I  tell  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  what  he  understands  much 
better  than  I  do,  that  diseases  of  the  head  are  fre- 
quently cured  by  applications  to  the  feet?  Or  is 
it  necessary  to  remind  the  gentleman  that  in  vo- 
ting for  the  bill  which  authorized  .the  raising  of 
twenty-five  thousand  men  to  take  Canada,  they  ad- 
mitted the  fallacy  of  tfiis  doctrine?  Where  has 
England  done  you  the  most  injury?  On  the 
high  seask  Where  dp  you  propose  to  retaliate  ? 
In  Canada.  And  when  gentlemen  themselves 
have  advocated  this  course  of  proceeding,  do 
they  act  consistently  in  telling  the  House  that  in- 
juries can  only  be  redressed  or  avenged  on  the 
element  where  they  have  been  committed  ?  In  my 
humble  opinion  the  course  which  has  been  pursued 
as  a  rational  one,  founded  in  the  policy  that  must 
always  influence  the  conduct  of  an  injured  party 


disposed  to  retaliate.  The  enemy  is  invincible 
on  the  ocean, «ven  if  the  whole  naval  force  of  the 
world  besides  be  united  against  her^  Her  posses- 
sions to  the  north  are,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, of  the  first  importance  to  her,  and  they 
are  within  our  reach.  Without  then  applying 
our  exertions  where  defeat  would  be  inevitable, 
we  have  determined  to  direct  the  strength  of  the 
nation  against  the  most  vulnerable  points,  where 
success  will  be  certain,  and  where  retaliation  will 
be  most  sensibly  felt.  And  it  is  on  this  principle 
the  advocates  of  a  navy  propose  to  derive  advan- 
tage from  it.  They  admit  that  it  cannot  protect 
our  cOD^merce  in  the  European  or  Asiatic  seas,  but, 
say  they,  it  will  be  competent  to  annoy  the  West 
India  trade  of  England  if  she  interrupts  oars  in 
distant  sea^  and  in  that  way  make  it  her  interest 
to  let  us  alone.  Well,  sir,  this  is  precisely  the  ob- 
ject of  taking  Canada,  and  we  will  leave  the  an- 
noyance of  her  West  India  trade  to  the  enterprise 
of  our  privateers.  They  are  much  better  calcu- 
lated for  that  purpose  tha^  ships  of  war; 

But  w^  are  told  that  the  President  has  recom- 
mended an  increase  of  our  Naval  Establishment, 
as  a  part  of  the  war  preparations.  A  reference 
to  his  Me:isage  will  demonstrate  that  gentlemen 
are  mistaken  in  regard  tov  that  fact*  After  de- 
tailing the  evidence  of  ^hostile  inflexibility  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  calling  on  Congress 
to  put  the  countryinto  an  armor  and  attitude  de- 
manded by  the  crisis,  he  proceeds :  "  I  recommend 
'  accordingly  that  adequate  provision   be  made 

*  for  filling  the  ranks,  and  prolonging  eolistments 
^  of  the  regular  troops  $  for  an  auxiliary  force  to 

*  be  engaged  for  a  more  limited  term  \  for  tti«  ac- 
'-ceptance.  of  volunteer  corps,  whose  patriotic 
^  ardor  may  court  a  participation  in  urgeat  ser- 
'  vices;  for  detachments,  as  tbey  may  be  wanted, 
'  of  other  portions  of  the  militia,  and  for  %uch  a 
/  preparation  of  the  gr^t  body  a$  will  proportion 

*  its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacities."  Sorely 
if  he  had  placed  any  reliance  on  a  navy,  and  had 
believed  it  ought  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  '*  ar- 
mor," he  would  have  felt  himself  bound  by  a 
sense  of  duty  to  say  so.  It  is  true  that  in  another 
part  of  the  Message,  unconnected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  'wai  preparations,  the  following  paragraph 
is  to  be  found :  "  Your  attention  will  of  course 
'  be  drawn  to  such  provisions  on.  the  subjeet  of 
^  our  paval  force  as  may  be  required  for  the  ser- 
^  vices  to  which  it  may  behest  adapted.  I  sub- 
^  mit  to  Congress  the  seasonableness  also^of  an 

*  authority  to  augment  the  stock  of  such  ma- 
^  terials  as  are  imperishable  in  their  nature,  or 
^  may  not  at  once  be  attainable."  What  are  the 
services  to  which  our  naval  force  is  best  adapted, 
is  left  to  the  decision  of  Congress ;  but  an  in- 
crease of  the  existing  force  is  not  recommended. 
As  to  augmenting  the  stock  of  materials,  the  pre- 
cise object  is  not  stated,  but  it  was  probably  ad- 
vised for  the  purposes  of  repairs  and  the  like.  It 
has,  however,  been  mentioned,  that  as  the  Secre- 
tary lof  the  Navy,  an  officer  acting  under  ibe 
President,  has,  in  a  report  now  before  the  House, 
said  much  in  behalf  of  ships  and  frigates,  it  fol- 

I  lows  he  has  spoken  the  sentiments  and  wishes  of 
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the  President.  Such  a  cooclusion  wouW  not  be 
authorized  from  the  preoiises  under  any  circum«> 
stances,  and  isertainly  fiot  in  Che  present  case, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  report  is  sinaply 
an  answer  to  qneries  proposed  to  the  Department 
by  a  committee  of  this  House — queries  it  was 
the  duty  of  the- Secretary  to  answer  according  to 
his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Gfentlemen  have  also  endearored  to  fortify 
their  arguments  by  stating  that  Mr.  Jeffbrson  in 
the  year  1792,  while  Secretary  of  Slate,  advo- 
cated a  naval  defence  in  a  celebrated  report  made 
to  Congress.  And  here  permit  me  to  remark, 
that  so  fer  from  that  report  authorizing  the  in- 
ference which  has  been  drawn,  it  affbrds  strong 
evidence  that  Mr.  Jefferson  considered  a  navy 
neither  competent  to  the  protection  of  commerce, 
nor  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  What  was 
th«  object  of  that  report,  and  what  were  the  cir- 
cumstances which  produced  iit  The  House  of 
Representatives  called  on  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  report  to  Congress  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  restrictions  which  were  imposed  by  foreign 
nations  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  measures  which  he  should  think  proper 
to  be  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  commerce 
and  navigation.  If  the  Secretary  of  State  thoa^ht 
a  naval  lorce  prope^  for  that  purpose,  it  was  his 
duty  to  recommend  it,  and  he  wbuld  unquestion- 
ably have  done  so.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  not 
enumerated  among  the  measures  advised,  the  in- 
ference in  relation  to  his  opinion  on  the  subject  is 
clear  and  conclusive.  The  report  is  of  cohsider- 
ablelength,  and  I  will  not  read  it  to  the  Hou.«e. 
It  is  sufficient  for  my  argument  to  remark  thdt  it 
details  the  restrictions  and  vexations  to  which  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  was  subjected  by 
foreign  nations;  enforces  the  necessity  of  secur- 
ing the  carriage  of  our  commodities  to  market  in 
our  own  vessels,  and  points  out  the  appropriate 
means  for  effecting  that  object.  Without  repeat- 
ing the  particular  modes  of  retaliation  which  he 
proposed,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  a  naval 
force  constituted  no  part  of  his  system,  and  is 
not  even  mentioned.  Now,  sir,  if  any  further 
evidence  be  required  as  to  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  relation  to  the  policy  of  a  naval  es- 
tablishment, it  may  be  found  in  the  histpry  of 
the  eight  years  during  which  he  presided  over 
the  national  concerns.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  during  a  considerable  part  of  tl>at  term  there 
-was  regularly  an  annual  surplus  of  revenue,  and 
bis  duty  demanded  that  he  should  recommend 
from  time  to  time  the  objects  on  which  the  wel- 
fare of  the  nation  required  its  expenditure.  In 
the  whole  course  of  those  prosperous  years,  when 
loans  and  laxe^t  were  never  heard  of,  did  he  ever 
advise  an  increase  of  the  Navy,  this  ^^  most  ap- 
propriate, adequate,  and  cheap  defence  ?"  No, 
sir,  never.  He  did  recommend  the  building  of 
gunboats  for  the  protection  of  our  ports  and  har- 
bors ;  and  the  experience  of  other  nations  has 
proved  that  they  are  better  calculated  for  that 
object  than  any  naval  force  whatsoever.  But 
we  dre  told  that  the  views  which  some  of  us 
entertain  on  this  subject,  are  the  result  of  preju- 


dice. What,  permit  me  to  inquire,  have  been  the 
effects  of  this  prejudice?  It  has  exempted  the 
nation  from  a  participation  in  the  ruinous  wars 
of  Europe,  to  which,  if  in  possession  of  a  fleet, 
we  should  have  long  since  have  been  a  party  It 
has  reduced  the  public  debt  from  eighty-three 
millions  of  dollars  to  less  than  thirty-four,  and  in 
so  much  diminished  the  public  burdens— a  debt 
which  had  been  increased  by  the  profuse  expend- 
i tares  of  former  Administrations.  The  people 
have  rapidly  advanced  io  wealth;  they  have  en- 
ioyed  thefruits  of  their  honest  industry,  and  they 
have  been  happy.  The  whole  country  has  pre- 
sented a  scene  of  contentment  and  prosperity 
which  is  unexampled  in^the  world ;  and,  if  sucn 
are  the  glorious  consequences  of  *^  prejudice,"  I 
acknowled^fe  its  influence,  and  will  not  consent 
to  abandon  it.  That  we  are  now  beset  with 
troubles  and  embarrassments,  no  man  will  deny  f 
nor  can  it  be  believed  that  they  could  have  been 
averted,  or  would  now  be  removed,  by  the  pro^ 
posed  naval  force. 

Enj^land  captures  our  vessels  sailing  to  the 
Contment,  and  condemns  them  under  her  Orders 
in  Council.  Our  other  losses  have  resulted  prin- 
cipally from  confiscations  under  municipal  regu- 
lations. Now,!  would  ask,  of  what  avail  would 
be  any  naval  force  which  the  resources  of  this 
country  could  2\irnish,  in  remedying  these  evils  ? 
There  is  not  an  intelligent  merchant  in  the  na- 
tion who  would  accept  a  convoy  to  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe ;'  he  would  prefer  the  chance  of 
escaping  the  British  cruisers  by  his  own  exer- 
tions and  enterprise.  And  if  England  with  her 
thousand  ships  has  failed  to  break  down  the  con- 
tinental system,  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  a  few 
American  frigates  would  frighten  Napoleon  out 
of  his  puYposes.  Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
how  ships  can  afferd  protection  to  property  after 
it  is  landed  within  his  dominions.  On  the  high 
seas  the  navy  of  England,  unrivalled  as  it  is,  has 
not  been.able  to  protect  her  commerce  from  the 
depredations  of  French  privateers,  nor  will  it 
from  ours  if  we  shah  be  engaged  in  war  with 
her.  Did  not  the  gentlenian  from  South  Caro- 
lina, riyir.  Cheves,)  whose  disiinffuished  talents 
have  been  exerted  in  behalf  of  the  present  bill, 
declare  to  the  House  that  England  is  weakest  on 
the  ocean ;  that  she'could  not  protect  her  com- 
merce; and  shall  the  United  States  expect  to  ac- 
complish an  object  by  a  few  ships  which  hun- 
dreds have  been  found  incompetent  to  attain? 
Unquestionably  if  the  navy  of  England  is  incom- 
petent to  the  protection  of  her  commerce ;  if, 
after  having  expended  millions  and  hundreds  of 
millione  on  her  naval  establishment  she  is  still 
weakest  on  the  ocean,  we  are  furnished  with  an 
insuperable  argument  against  the  proposed  meas- 
ure. Reference  has  been  made  to  the  events  of 
179S,  and  gentlemen,  aware  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  condemned  the  project  of  a 
navy  at  that  time,  say  it  nray  have  been  wrong 
then  and  right  n(yu>»  I  can  readily  perceive  how 
the  reverse  of  this  proposition  might  be  true,  but 
the  case  as  stated  cannot  be  correct.  Whether 
I  we  look  at  the  resources  of  the  country,  or  the 
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state  of  the  world,  reasons  majr  be^  urged  for  a 
Dafat  establishment  then,  which  are  totally  inap- 
plicable to  present  times  and  circumstances.  The 
object  was  lo  oppose  the  depredations  of  French 
cruisers;  and  considering  the  small  naval  force 
of  France  compared  with  that  of  England,  the 
force  then  proposed  was  probably  adequate  to 
effect  it.  But  at  present  our  resources  and  means 
cannot  furnish  any  naval  force  but  which  it  it  is 
admitted  will  be  inadequate ;  and  really  if  I  wel'e 
an  advocate  for  the  proposed  system,  I  would 
frankly  acknowledge  that  the  opposition  of  the 
Republrcans  in  1798  was  wrong,  and  that  the 
then  ruling  party  were  right.  We  are  told,  how- 
ever^ that  in  1798  th6  people  also  condemned 
armies  and  loans  and  taxes,  and  that  to  be  con- 
sistent we  should  vote  against  them  now.  Sir, 
the  opposition  to  armies,  loans,  and  taxes  at  that 
time,  resulted  from  a  conviction  on  the  public 
mind,  not  that  they  roust  be  improper  under  any 
circumstances,  but  that  they  were  then  unneces- 
sary. It  was  a  system  of  juitronage  and  expense 
evidently  without  a  legitimate  object,  aitd  there- 
fore justly  condemned.  There  was  no  foreign 
enemy  on  which  the  Army  could  possibly  oper- 
ate, and  it  was  obvious  that  it  could  not  have  been 
intended  to  defend  the  country  aii^inst  a  foreign 
foe.  How  is  the  casa  now"?  The  public  senti- 
ment has  ealled  for  war  with  England,  and  an 
army,  therefore,  is  necessary  to  our  defence^  and 
to  attack  the  neighboring  possessions  of  the  ene- 
my. But  the  opi^ition  to  a  naval  establish- 
ment was  founded  not  on  the  time  nor  circum- 
sunces,  because  if  war  with  France  was  proper, 
a  naval  force,  being  adequate  to  infliqt  a  deep 
wound  upon  her,  was  not  without  an  object,  as 
was  the  Army  \  on  the  coatraVy,  the.  arguments 
against  a  navy  were  drawn  from  the' nature-  of 
the  thing  itself,  as  when  established  being  a  per- 
manent evil,  incompatible  with  4he  peace  and 
welfare  of  the  coifntry^  And  I  concur  perfectly 
in  the  opinion  that  the  liberties  of  this  country 
are  more  likely  to  be  endangered  by  navies  than 
armies,  aUhough  there  is  no  ground  to  apprehend 
ft  direct  subversion  from  either.  We  are  exempted 
front  such  an  apprehension  by  the.  extent  of  ter- 
ritory over  which  our  population  is  scattered ;  the 
habits,  feelings,  and  pursuits  of  the  people ;  the 
nature  of  our  institutions,  and  the  various  cir- 
cumstances which  distinguish  the  United  States 
from  the  rest  of  the  world.  When  the  British 
possessions^to  the  North  shall  have  been  taken,  it 
is  scarcely  possible  that  ambition  can  find  a  pre- 
text for  raising  a  considerable  army.  If  it  be 
apparent)  as  it  will  be,  that  there  is  no  proper 
object  against  which  an  army  can  act,  the  people 
will  frown  on  every  atHinpt  to  raise  one,  as  they 
did  in>1798.  Build  a-navy,  and  there  will  always 
be  plavus^ble  pretexts  for  ii^oreasin^  it.  Youc 
navy,  as  all  navies  have  done  from  their  original 
institution,  wUl  produce  wars,  and  wiirs  wilt  fur- 
nbh  arguments  for  increasing  your  navy.  That 
such  will  be  the  course  of  events,  the  history  of 
every  naval  Power  that  has  existed  fully  demon- 
strates. The  West  India  islands  are  at  your 
doors,  and  alibrd  temptations  which  with  iat  naval 


force  wotild  &ot  long  be  resisted.  It  is  aeatedy 
necessary  fdr  me  to  remark  that  corruptioa  is  tkc 
only  instrument  which  can  ever  be  suceessfully 
wielded  against  the  liberties  of  this  people.  U^ 
then,  wars  produce  corruption,  and  owiog  to  the 
local  situation  and  circumstances  of  thi.^  coaatry, 
a  navy,  is  an  instrument  better  calculated  to  cre- 
ate wars  than  an  army.  L think  it  follows  coaela- 
sively  that  it  is  more  danj^erous  to  the  poblie  lib- 
erty. That  both  are  inimical  to  peace,  was  at 
least. believed  by  the  framers  of  tSe  Conslitalioa. 
It  is  provided  that  no  State  shall,  witfaont  the 
consent  of  Congress,  *'  keep  troops  or  ships  of 
war  in  time  »of  peace."  Why,  if  a  naval  force 
be  "  perfectly  innoxious  to  the  public  liberty* 
was  this  restriction  imposed  en  the  States?  la 
no  other  view  than  that  which  I  have  stmted, 
could  such  a  restriction  have  been  necessarf ,  or 
would  it  have  secured  the  assent  of  the  States. 

Another  argument  has  been  iirged  in  faror  of 
the  bill,  which,  if -well  founded,  wotild  be  con- 
clusive. It  is,  that  the  Constitution  imperioualy 
enjoins  on  Congress  the  providing  of  a  nary. 
^'  Congress  ^udl  havejwwer  to  provide  and  main- 
tain a  navy."  Such  are  ihe  words  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  in  order  to  show  that  ao  far  from 
being  imperative  they  only  delegate  ^  diseretioa- 
ary  power  which  aaay  or  fnay  not  be  exercised, 
as  Coiigress  shiill  judge  .proper.  I  will  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  to  other  powers  granted  in 
similar  terms.  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
borrow  money,  to  raise  and  support  armies,  to 
grant  letters  of  marqUe,  and  rcprisak"  Now,  if 
there  be  an>  imperative  obligation  to  provide  a 
navy  independent  of  alLcircumsUtfces  whatso- 
ever, we  are  equally  bound  to  exercise  the  other 
powers.  The  grant  in  each  case  is  certainly  the 
same,  and  therefore  necessarily  entitled  to  the 
same  construction.  If,  however,  the  constraetioa 
for  which  some  have  contended  were  correct,  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  South  CaroUaa, 
(Mr.  CBfiV£s,)  what  becomes  of  his  favorite  pro- 
ject of  manning  a  navy  by  withholding  eommk- 
sions  of  marque  and  reprisal.  The  gentlemaa, 
when  told  that  a  fleet  could  not  be  manned  with' 
out  impressment,* replied  that  on  the  eve  of  war 
we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  refuse  eommissioos 
to  privateers  until  a  competent  number  of  sea- 
,men  for  the  naval  service  was  procured.  But  if 
theauxhority  to  provide  a  navy  were  imperative, 
that  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  repriaal  would 
be  equally  so,  and  consequently  they  could  not  be 
withheld. 

We  are  told,  however,  sir^  that  a  navy  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  protection  of  commerce,  and  that 
it  is  the  bounden  duty> of  Congress  to  protect 
commerce,  cost  what  it  may.  I  deny  the  cor- 
rectness of  either  proposition.  Commerce  is  the 
act  of  buying  and  selling,  and  has  gain  for  its 
object.  Prosecute  it  at  an  expense  greater  than 
its  profits,  and  the  object  is  totally  lost.  -An  indi- 
vidual engaged  in  ^oy  species  of  trade  will  abao- 
don  it  whenever  it  becomes  a  losing  business,  and 
a  wise  Government,  in  extending  its-proteciing 
powers,  will  be  iofloenaed  by  the  same  principle. 
If  Congress  undertakes  to  {ffoteet  a  pottion  of 
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the  comnnniiiicy,  in  a  braacb  ^f  eommeree,  at  an 
annual  expense  ^eater  than  its  profits  would  p^y, 
it  can  only  be  dpne  by  taking  money  from  the 
poekets  of  others,  in  riolatibn  of  the  Coostitu* 
tional  injunction  to  promote  the  general  wlfare. 
Sir,  the  object  of  Government  is  to  promote  the 
security  and  happiaess  of  the  people.  In  attain- 
ing that  obiect,  there  are  certain  indispensable 
dnties  which  must  be  performed,  or  allegiance 
ceases.  The  person  and  property  of  the  citizen 
wfaiie  within  the  country  are,  as  a  mattec  of 
right,  entitled  to  protection  from  foreign  and  do- 
mestic violenc^  cost  what  it  may..  But  how  far 
protection  shall  be  afforded  without  four  juris- 
dictional limits,  is  altogether  a  subject  of  poliey. 
National  independence  is  a  perfect  right,  and 
must  be  maintained  at  erery  hazard.  Foreicfn 
commerce  is  an  imperfect  Tight,  Which  catinot  oe 
exercised  without  the  Isonsent  of  parties  inde- 
pendent of  each  other;  and  the  extent  to  which 
protection  should  be  afforded  always  has  been, 
and.  ffom  the  nature  of  the  rights,  always  must 
be,  a  matter  of  calculation.  One  nation  may  or 
may  not  trade  with  another,  and  there  is  no  in- 
fringement of  its  rights;  but  an  attack  on  a  per- 
fect ri^ht  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  nations,  and  demands  the  most  prompt  resist- 
ance. But  supposing  you.were  authorized  to  com-* 
pel  France  or  any  other  nation  to  buy  |rour  pro- 
ducts, it  requires  no  arguments  to  prove  that  such 
aa  eflfect  could  not  result  from*  a  naval  establish* 
ment.  ,  • 

Permit  nie  to  netice,  however,  a  neW  system  of 
political  ecdndmy,  which  has  been  introduced  in 
the  coarse  of  ihe  present  discussion.  We  have 
heard  that  the  merchant  pays  the  revenue  which 
supports  the  Government ;  that  commerce  is  the 
annual  capital  of  the  country,  amounting  to -six 
hundred  millions  of  dollars;  and  v^  are  asked, 
^'  wiil  yoa  abandon  that  capital?"  I  had  always 
been  taught  to  believe  that  the-reveaue  was  drawn 
from  the  purses  of  the  consumers,  and  that  the  act 
of  baying  and  selling  was '  distinguishable  from 
the  article  bought  or  sold.  The  met  is,  that  the 
merchant  only  advances  the  revenue  or  gives 
bond  to  pay  It,  but  the  amount  is  added  to  the 
cost  of  bis  goods^;  and  he  is  eyentdally  reimbur- 
sed by  the  consumer  with  a  profit.  The  people 
of  the  United  States  therefore,  who  consume  the 
goods,  pay  the  revenue,  and  not  the  merchant. 
The  capital  of  commerce  is  the  annual  surplus 
products  of  the  country,  whichiiaveneyter  amount- 
ed to  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Still  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  abandon  commerce,  because,  as  I  have 
before  remcirked,  it  is  indispensable,  in  <^  sreat  de- 
gree, to  the  prosperity  of  agriculture.  They  are, 
indeed,  as  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Mitchill,)  "  twin  sisters,"  and 
yet  they  are  very  unlike  in  character.  Agricul- 
ture, the  elder  sister,  is  contented,  frank,  and  un- 
suspicious—always making  sacrifices,  never  re** 
ceivipg  any  in  return.  Commerce,  the  younger 
sister,  is  canning, avaridious, and  rapacious-^ever 
satisfied  unless  her  gains  are  commensurate  with 
her  desires.  Such  are  their  characters  as  fur^- 
nished  by  history.    There  is  no  instance  of  the 


great  mass  of  agriculturists  in  any  country  be- 
coming cerruf)t;  while,  on  the  contrary,  Slates 
that  have  been  peculiarly  commercial,  have  been 
peculiarly  corrupt.  For  an  example,  I  refer  gen- 
tlemen to  Holland,  from  whom  they  have  drawn 
arguments  in  support  of  their  system  of  naval 
power.  The  idea,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  I  wish  to 
convey,  is,  that  notwithstanding  the  intimate 
connexion  which  subsists  between  agriculture  and 
commerce,  the  interest  of  the  latter  may  be  pro- 
moted at  the  expenseof  the  former  Suie;  that  such 
has  generally  been  the  case,  and  that  it  will  prob- 
ably codtinue  to  be  so  in  all  countries  where  com- 
mercial iiirflttence  is  extensive.  The  magnanimity 
which  has  been  displAyed  by  the  planting  and 
farming  interests  of  this  country,  in  affording  pro- 
tection to  the  commercial,  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked. Does  not  your  statute  book  furnish  con- 
clusive evidence  that  cofnmerce  has  been  fostered 
at  the  expense  of  agriculture  7  The  great  body 
of  the  people  derive,  comparatively,  scarcely  any 
benefit  from  yoar  system  of  drawbacks,  discrimi- 
nating doties,  dbc,  and  although  it  is  probably  the 
source  of  our  present  troubles,  it  has  not  been 
abandoned.  The  jealousy  of  England  in  relation 
to  the  extensive  carrying  tra<Je  of  the  United 
States  which  has  grown  out  of  that  system,  was 
fully  manifested  in  the  late  treaty  negotiated  by 
Mr.  Monroe ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  relin- 
quishment of  the  system  at  that  time  might  have 
produced  an  adjustpient  of  ourdiflferences.  But, 
sir,  this^s  not  enough ;'  the  people  must  be  taxed 
to  build  a  navf^  Twelve  seventy-fours  and 
twent/  frigates  ar^  wanted,  and,  as  we  are  told, 
wHl  be  competent  to  protect  coinmeroe,  and  de- 
fend a  seacoast  of  two  thousand  milee.  They  are 
at  the  same  moment  to  protect  your  trade  at  least 
as  far  as  the  Gglf  Stretfm  ;  defend  the  mouths  of 
the  Mississippi,  Boston,  New  York«and  all  the  in- 
termediate ports  and  harbors.  If,  indeed,  those 
objects  could  be  secured  by  the  proposed  force,  it 
must  possess  attributes  which  have  never  belonged 
toany  similar  establishment.  It  is  said  that  Eng* 
land,  with  all.  her  ships  of  war,  "  is  weakest  on  the 
ocean ;"  and  .yet,  from  the  same  ^quarter,  we  learn 
the  incalealable  advanta^  which  are  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  few  frigates  and  seventy-fours.  The 
truth  is,  that  conquest  and  oppression  were  the 
objects  for  which  navies  have  been  instituted,  and 
to  such  they  have  always  been  applied.  The 
same  motives  which  ga^e  rise  to  standing  armies 
on  the  Continentof  Europe,  produced  the  British 
navy ;  and  they  haveboth  been  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  But,  say  geatlemeo,  this  is  an  argu- 
ment drawn  from  abuse,  and  may  be  urged  agarose 
the  use  of  any  and  every  power.  I  admit  that 
this  remark  is  in  general  correct,  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  all  powers  are  equally  liable  to  abuse, 
nor  that  there  are.  none  which  if  used  will  cer- 
tainly be  abused.  For  example — the  Constitu- 
tion deprives  the  States  of  the  power  to  keep  ships 
of  war  in  time  of  peace,  while  in  the  exercUe  of 
other  important  powers  they  are  not  restrained. 
Why  this  particular  restriction?  The  peculiar 
liberty  of  this  power,  if  used,  to  be  abused.  I  re- 
peat, then,  that  navies  are  calculated  to  produce 


987 


HISTOEY  OF  CONGRESS. 


988 


H.OFR. 


Naval  EatabltahmenU 


January,  1812. 


mischief,  but  ihat  they  oever  have  been  compe- 
tent to  protect  and  perpetuate  the  commerce  of 
any  nation.  Holland  was  an  extensively  com^ 
mercial  and  naval  Power,  and  how  was  her  com- 
merce destroyed"?  The  advocates  of  a  navy 
have  furnished  the  answer: — by  the  navigation 
system  of  England.  Certain  municipal  commer- 
cial regulations  in  the  British  ports  ruined  the 
trade  of  Holland,  her  navy  to  4he  contrary  not- 
withstanding. Well}  sir,  what  is  the  inference? 
That  a  navy  is  necessary  or  adequate  to  the 
maintenance  of  commerce  ?  Unquestionably  not. 
It  proves  all  the  opponents  to  this  bill  can  desire : 
that  commerce  is  neither  dependent  on  such  pro- 
tection, nor  capable  of  being  maintained  by  iL 
The  best  support  to  trade  is  the  ability  of  a  na- 
tion to  furnish  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  such 
articles  as  are  necessary  to  the  wan^s  or  conveni- 
ences of  others ;  and,  as  evidence  of  the  fact,  I 
would  refer  to  the  history  ef  our  awn  country. 
The  commerce  of  the  United  S^tates  has  flour- 
ished beyond  example  without  a  navy^  while  Eng- 
land with  her  great  maritime  force  has  not  been 
able  to  compete  with  the  enterprise  of  our  mer- 
chants. What  is  the  condition  of  England,  and 
what  the  state  of  her  commerce?'  She  is  shut 
out  from  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  from  this 
country.  Her  merchants  a^e  becoming  bankrupts \ 
her  manufacturers  in  a  situation  the  most  miser- 
able, and  the  nation  is  writhing  under  the  conse- 
quence of  a  system  produced  by  the  inordinate 
ambition  which  has  resuUed  from  its  nSival  supe- 
riority.. And  although  a  great  .naval  force  has 
been  competent  to  create  such  wretchedness,  it  is 
found  to  be  perfectly  inadequate  to  its  relief.  Na- 
poleon, by  municipal  regulations,  has  suspended 
the  commerce  of  England,  which  supported  her 
navy,  but  which  her  navy  cannot  defend  nor  pro- 
tect. It  is  true,  that,  in  consequence. of  her  mari- 
time strt ngth,  France  dare  not  send  a  ship  of  war 
to  sea;  but  it  U  not  less  true,  that  the  continental 
system  has  iAflicted  a  wound  upon  her  commerce 
equal  to  that  which  she  has  been  able  to  inflioj 
on  the  commerce  of  others.  And  permit  me  to  re- 
mark, that  if  Bonaparte,  with  probably  more  than 
an  hundred  ships-of-ihe-line,  is  unable  to  protect 
foreign  commerce,  it  would  appear  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  we  could  effect. that  object  with  ten  frig- 
ates, or  twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates. 
I  conclude,  then,  sir,  that  commerce  and  naval 
power  are  not  identified,  and  that  opposition  to  the 
one,  affords  no  pfesamption  of  hostility  to  the  other. 
We  are  hostile  to  the  proposed  navy,  because  it  is 
inadequate  to  the  ol^eet  for  which  it  is  intended, 
and  because  it  is  calculated  to  involve  the  nation 
in  useless  and  wasteful  expenditures.  We  deduce 
from  history,  that,  while  naval  Powers  have  pos- 
sessed the  ability  and  disposition  to.  annoy  the 
commerce  of  others,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
protect  and  perpetuate  their  own.  •    ^ 

But,  for  national  defence,  a  navy  is  "the  most 
appropriate,  adequate,  and  cheap*"  As  to  its 
cheapness,  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark  that  the 
pay  of  a  soldier  is  five  dollars  per  month,  and 
that  of  seamen  in  the  naval  service  twelve  dollars. 
And  as  to  the  comparative  view  of  expenditures 


on  a  navy  and  fortifications,  which  has  beea  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  South  CaroliDa, 
(Mr.  Ch£ve8,)  1  cannot  perceive  its  bearing  on 
the  present  question.  If,  as  the  sentleman  $eems 
to  suppose,  the  proposed  Naval  Establishmeoc 
would  dispense  with  fortifications,  the  compari- 
son would  be  applicable;  but  a  reference  to  the 
report  with  which  he  has  furnished  the  House, 
will  clearly  show  that  such  is  not  the  cakalation. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  remarks,  that  twelve 
seventy-fonrs  and  twenty  frigates  "would  be  com- 
petent,"— "uniting,  occasionally,  in  operaricms 
with  gunboats  already  built,  if  equipped  and 
brought  into  service,  and  our  fortificat ions''  ^tt) 
afford  com  plete  protection  to  our  harbors-"  Thus  it 
appears,  that  gunboau  and  fortifications,  both  ef 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carouna  ha^ 
excluded  from  the  cost  of  defence,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  the  estiinate.  The^  whole  of 
this  ^' cheap  defence"  would  cost  for  bailding  and 
one  year's  service  (leaving  out  of  view  the  sums 
already  expanded)  morelhan  the  whole  amount 
of  our  revenue  in  the  most  prosperous  years,  and 
far  more  than  that  which  it  is  probable  will  be 
incurred  in  any  short  period.  But  suppose. thb 
fleet  were  built  and  equipped,  would  it  afford 
complete  protection  to  our  harbors?  No,  sir. 
Did  not  the  i^entleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Lowndes,)  one  of  the  advocates  ol  a  navy, 
declare  to  the  House,  that  one.  British  se^enty- 
four  could  block  up  the  harbor  of  New  Yorjt,  in 
defiance  of  your  existing  Naval  Establish  meat? 
And  yet  we  are  told  by  other  advocates  that  one 
American  vessel  of  the  same  rate  will  be  equal 
to  three  of  England.  ^  Let  us  examine  the  reason- 
ing on  which  this  latter  position  is  founded.  It 
is  assumed  as  a  fact,  from  which  very  forcible 
conclusions  have  been  drawn,  that  our  navy  is 
not  to  be  separated,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is 
to  defend  our  extensive  seaooast;  and  that  the 
enemy  is  to  be  attacked  "  in  detail,  when  his  ves- 
sels may  be  scattered."  How  a  few  ships  are  to 
defend  an  extent  of  fifteen  buiidred  or  two  thou- 
sand miles,  and  always  to  be  kept  together,  is  be- 
yond my  limited  comprehension ;  nor  do  I  per- 
ceive why  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  should  be 
scattered.  It  does,  indeed,  appear  to  me  that  the 
reverse  of  these  proportions  will  be  found  trae. 
If  the  proposed  force  is  intended  ^o  defend  oar 
numerous  ports  atid  harbors,  it  must  necessarily 
be  divided  and  apportioned  among  them ;  other- 
wise, it  will  not  be  jipplied  to  the  contemjilated 
objects. 

The  as&ailing  force  has  but  one  object  to  attaiD, 
and  that  is,  to  attack  the  most  vulnerable  points. 
While  our  vessels,  therefore,  must  he  scattered, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  continually 
liable  to  be  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  the 
enemy,  la^ill  separate,  or  not,  as  inducements  may 
present,  themselves.  But  the  Anierican  vessels, 
say  gentlemen,  will  have  the  advantage  of  find- 
ing refuge  and  security,  when  attacked  by  supe- 
rior force,  in  our  ports.  .  What,  sir!  teach  your 
commanders  the  art  of  running,  and  at  the  same 
time  rely  on  them  for  the  defence  of  the  country? 
It  i^  an  art  which  I  ^m  persuaded  will  not  be 
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learnt  by  a  Rodgers  or  Decatur,  and  I  am  an  wil- 
ling to  place  them  in  a  situation  where  they  must 
Deces^iarily  encounter  a  force  so  much  greater 
than  hoy  we  can  furnish,  as  to  render  defeat  in- 
evitable.. As  to  aoy  advantage  which  is  expected 
from  ^^oiir  superior  knowledge  of  the  shoals  with 
which  our  seacoast  abound,"  in  the  ^^  fogs  to 
which  it  is  peculiarly  subject."  1  will  only  remark, 
that  the  best  charts  of  the  coast  .which  are  used 
by  our  mariners  are  of  British  manufacture^  And 
as  to  the  idea  which  has  been  expressed,  that 
England  cannot  send  a  naval  force  to  the  An^eri- 
can  station  superior  to  chat  which  it  is  proppsed 
to  create,  I  really  cannot  discover  the  source 
from  which  such  an  extraordinary  conclusion  is 
drawn.  England  has  in  commission  at  this  mo- 
ment near  eight  hundred  vessels,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  sixty  are  ships-of-tbe-line.  Of  the 
latter,  she  has  also  in  ordinarv  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred, and  supppsing  she  could  not  spare  a  compe- 
tent force  from  her  existing  establishment,  what 
is  to  hinder  her  from  manning  and  equipping 
fifty  ships-of-the-line  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing the  navy  of  the  United  States?  She  has 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  seamen  in  her 
merchant  vessels,  whose  services  she  commands 
by  impressment  whenever  they  are  wanted  for 
naval  operations;  and,  in  fact,  she  has  nothing  to 
do  but  to  will  the  destruction  of  yoiK  twelve 
seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates,  and  they  are 
destroyed.  In  thus  acknowledging  our  inferiority 
to  Great  Britain  on  the  Ocean,  it  may  be  added 
that  every  other  nation  is  in  the^  same  situation, 
and  that  we  have  it  in  onr  power  to  retaliate  on, 
and  for  the  injuries  we  have  suffered.  Sir,  the 
people  of  this  country  will  not  believe  that  their 
safety  depends  on  ships  of  war.  Their  virtue, 
strength,  and  patriotism,  are  the  .foundation  of 
national  security,  and  while  those  attributes  re- 
main unimpaired^  there  is  nothing  to  fear  from 
foreign  or  domestic  enemies. 

I  have  so  far,  Mf.  Speaker,  considered  princi^ 
pally  the  efficiency  of  a  Naral  E?tablisnmenr,  on 
the  supposition  that  our  resources  and  form  of 
government  would  enable  us  to  support  it.    I  will 
now  endeavor  to  show  that  in  this  country  the 
manning  of  a  nary  to  any  considerable  extent, 
could  not  be  effected  without  resorting,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  to  the  odious  practice  of 
impressment.    Gentlemen  are  certainly  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  a  navy  could  be  manned  here 
as  cheap  as  in  England.    Her  seamen -are  paid 
thirty  shillings  a  month,  ours  twelve  dollars,  and 
'      frequently  more.    She  compels  them  to  engage 
I      and  serve  for  that  sum — we  rely  on  roluntary  en- 
'      gagements.    The  ordinary  pay  of  seaman  in  our 
'      merchant  service  is  thirty  dollars  per  month ;  and 
'      I  would  appeal  to  the  .conamon  observation  of 
i      any  man  to  determine,  whether  it  is  probable  they 
'      would  relinquish  that  service  for  the  purpose  of 
'      receivin|^  only  twelve  dollars.    We  find  other 
I      nations  incapable  of  manning  their  navies  except 
'      hjr  force — France  by  maritime  conscription,  and 
I      England  by  impressment.    And,  sir,  if  countries 
!      overflowing  with  population,  (a  considerable  pro- 
I      portion  of  which  is  without  a  sufficiency  ot  the 


necessaries  of  life,)  cannot  obtain  tnen  for  their 
naval  service,  without  resorting  to  the  most  cruel 
violence,  it  should  not  be  presumed  that  the  Uni- 
ted States,  abounding  in  the  comforts  of  life  to  a 
greater  extent  than  in  population,  would  be  more 
successful.  The  fallacy  of  the  opinion  that  dur- 
ing war  the  nay  in  the  merchant  service  would 
be  so  n^uch  lower  than  in  times  of  peace,  as  to 
enable  the  Government  to  obtain  seamen  at  a 
reasonable  price,  is  fully  proved  by  the.experience 
of  1798.  During  the  quasi  war  with  France^  the 
pay  in  merchant  vessels  was  from  twenty-six  to 
thirty  dollars;  and  I  presume  it  will  not  be  con- 
tended that  the  resources  of  the  country  would 
be  competent  at  that  rate  to  maintain  a  Naval 
Establishment. 

It  has^  been  proposed,  however,  to  obviate  this 
difficulty,  by  withholding  commissions  from  pri- 
vateers. The  seamen  are  thus  to  be  thrown  out 
of  employment,  that  ih^y  may  the  more  readily 
engage  in  the  naval  service.  The  effect  of  this 
project  would  be  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  im- 
prebsment-T^in  the  one  oase  force  would  be  ap- 
plied indirectly,  and  in  the*  other  directly.  I  see 
no  difiV*rence,  a3  it  respects  the  citizen,  whether 
he  is  forced  int6  compliance  by  starvation  or  im- 
pressment. And  if  this  system  is  to  be  adopted 
m  relation  to  the  Navy,  i(  would  be  well  to  extedd 
it  to  the  Army  also.  A  jaw  has  passed  author- 
izing the  raising  of  twenty-five  tnousand  men ; 
and  it  is  feared  that,  according  to  the  ConstitU'!> 
tional  mode  of  enlistment  ,a  longer  time  will  be 
required  to  collect  that  number  than  is  desirable. 
No^r,  if  a  navy  can  be  manned  by  a  Legislative 
act  which  is  intended  tu  deprive  the  seamen  of 
their  means  of  subsistence,  why  not  devise  a  plan 
for  starving  some  other  portions  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  in  that  way  fill  up  the  ranks  of  your 
Army  ?  The  one  would  be  as  just  as  the  other, 
and  buth  would  be  equally  efficacious.  But  there 
is  a  Constitutional  provision  which  would  render 
the  proposed  system  wholly  nugatory.  The 
States  are  prohibited  from  keeping  ships  of  war 
in  time  of  peace  only.  It  is  obvious,  therefore , 
that  if  the  General  Government  attempt  to  force 
the  seamen  belonging  to  any  State  into  their 
naval  service,  by  refusing  commissions  to  priva- 
teers, such  States,  by  issuing  eommissions,  may 
completely  defeat  your  object. 

Thus,  sir,  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  make 
the  United  Sutes  a  naval  Power,^they  mast  re* 
sort  to  the  same  oppressive  measures,  which  other 
countries  have  adopted — measures  to  which,  I  as- 
sert, the  freemen  of,  this  country  will  never  sub- 
mit. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
CaiurBs)  abhors  impressment,  but  at  the  same  time 
Contends  that  Congress  has  Constitutional  author- 
ity to  command  the  services  of  the  citizens  when 
and  where  they  t  hiok  proper.  It  appears  to  me  that 
if  an  individual  is^dragged  from  ii\&  home  against 
his  will,  and  comqaitted  to  the  ocean,  it  cannot 
be  material  by  what  name  you  designate  the  act. 
To  convey  forcibly  a  freeman  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  who  had  violated  no  law, 
committed  no  crime,  is  an  exercise  of  sovereignty 
which  I  verily  believe  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
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tdtion  never  thought  of  delegating.  In  what 
terms  is  this  extraordinary  power  granted? 
'^  Congress  ^hatl  have  power  to  provide  ainl 
maintain  a  Navy."  Prom  this  expression  alone, 
gentlemen,  for  the  first  time  sin^ee  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution*— for  until  now  the  doctrine 
was  never  heard  of— rhave  considered  the  pawer 
implied  which  places  the  liberties  of  this  people 
completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  General  Govern* 
ment.  If  such  an  authority  as  this  can  be  drawn 
by  implication,  all  the  resprietions  contained  in 
the  Constitution  are  nugatory.  ^^  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  borrow  money,''  dbc.  Here  is  a 
similar  grant  of  power;  and  indubitably  ii^  ander 
the  authority  to  provide  »  Navy,- you  caa^daprive 
the  citizen  of  his  liberty,  it  follows,  that  under 
authority  to  borrow,  you  may  force  him  to  lend 
bis  money.  So,  under  the  power  **  to  raise  and 
support  armies,"  you  may  compel  enlistments; 
and  thus  your  authority  over  the  persons  and 
purses  of  the  people  becomes  unlimited.  Sir, 
such  a  doctrine,  I  am  persuaded,  will  never  be 
sanctioned  by  this  House. 

Mr.  B.  said,  bis  indisposition  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  say  more  upon  the  subject.  He  con- 
sidered it  impracticable  to  carry  into  effect  the 
proposed  system,  without  subverting  the  fouti- 
dations  of  the  Constitution ;  and  he  would  not 
consent  to  destroy  the  teaiple  of  liberty  for  the 
purpose  of  building  on  its  ruins  a  NaVal  Estab- 
lishment. 

Mr,  Nelson  said  he  would  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  this  question:  as  this  was  the  first  op- 
portunity which  he'had  found  of  cfflfering  his  sen- 
timents on  a  subject,  considered,  on  all  hands,  as 
of  the  first  importance  to  the  country.  It  was 
not  for  his  own  gcfitification  that  he  should  tres- 
pass on  the  patience  of  the  House;  not  because 
he  feared  to  send  out  his  vote  unaccompanied  by 
a  speech;  not  because  those  who  in  any  way 
iavor  the  Naval  £2stablishlnent  are  charged  with 
anti-republican  principles.  Considerations  of  this 
kind  he  disregarded.  It  was  true  that  he,  like 
every  other  Republican  in  this  House,  ^as  alive 
to^  the  dangers  to  which  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try might  be  exposed  from  large  navy  or  army 
establishments.  But  he  had  no  fears  from  any 
naval  establishment  at  present  proposed^  nor  from 
the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  carrying  it  into 
effect.  Nor  had  he  any  fears  from  an  additional 
armj  of  twenty-five  thousand  meq,.  so  long  as  a 
spirit  of  republicanism  and  alove  of  liberty  pre- 
dominates in  this  country;  but  if,  by  indulging 
in  luxury,  and  giving  way  to  a  corruption  of 
manners,  the  pure  fountain  of  republicanism 
should  hereafter  become  polluted,  then  we  might 
have  some  ground  to  fear  the  effects  of  a  stand- 
ing army  of  even  twenty-five  thousand  men, 
drawn  round  some  ambitious  military  chief,  who 
might  turn  them  against  the  Government. 

Economy,  said  Mr.  N;,  is  the  life  and  heart  of 
every  republican  Government.  It  was  a  devia- 
tion from  this  principle  which  destroyed  a  former 
Administration  (Mr.  Adams's)  and  brought  into 
existence  the  present  republican  Government. 
So  long  as  he  felt  those  attachment!  to  republi- 


canism, which  he  <)rew  in  with  bis  first  breath, 
so  long  would  he  lift  up  his  hand  against  the  im- 
provident expenditure  of  public  money,  and  en- 
deavor to  keep  the  Government  witbiit  those 
rules  of  economy  which  brought  it  into  existeoce. 
But,  thoctffh  he  was  an  advocate  for  economy,  he 
was  not  lor  withholding  appropriations  for  any 
expenditure  which  he  believed  necessary  fV>r  the 
public  safety;  nor  would  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try ever  disaitprove  ejrpenditures  of  this  kind. 

Mr,  N.  was  well  aware  that,  at  the  time  the 
Republican  Administration  came  into  power, 
there  had  been  great  complaints  against  the 
wasteful  expenditure  of  public  money;  for  having 
raised  an  army  and  incteased  the  Navy  without 
necessity;  for  having  constituted  a  long  list  of 
offices  unnecessary  for  the  due  administration  of 
Justice,  and  for  having,  in  many  things,  departed 
from  the  true  principles  of  republiean  economy. 

Bur,  in  all  the  complaints  which'  were  made 
against  the  extravagadee  of  that  day,  Mr.  N. 
never  heard  it  denied  that  a  moderate  naval  force 
was  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  coasts  and 
harbors  of  this  country.  And  he  did  not  n^an 
to  advocate  the  building  6f  a  navy  which  should 
be  able  to  meet  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  on  the 
ocean.  He  wished  for  such  a  one  only  as  woald 
protect  our  commerce  in  our  own  waters,  and  be 
able  to  drive  off  any  vessel  of  war  which  should 
come  upon  our  coast  for  the  purpose  of  annoying 
and  distress^ing  us. 

He  would  forbear  to  make  any  insinuations 
which  might  be  calculated  to  wound  the  feelioffs 
of  any  gentleman  ;  but  he  thought,  when  co  lib- 
eral a  land  force  had  been  granted,  some  atten- 
tion ought  to  be  paid  to  the  wishes  of  gentlemen 
who  deemed  a  small  increase  of  our  Navy  as  ab- 
solutely necessary^  for  our  protection.  What  was 
our  object  in  raising  an  army  of  twenty-five 
thousand  men  ?  Was  it  not  to  obuin  redress  for 
injuries  committed  on  our  maritime  arid  commer- 
cial rights?  Were  the  injuries  committed  on  the 
land  ?  Certainly  they  were  not.  Will  the  cap- 
ture .of  Canada  compel  Great  Britain  to  respect 
our  commercial  rights  in  Aiture?  He  did  not 
believe  it  would.  Canada  was  not  of  Ynuch  use 
to  Great  Britain,  nor  would  it  be  of  much  benefit 
to  us.  It  is  possible,  however,  the  apprehension 
of  losing  Canada  may  influence  Great  Britain  to 
repeal  or  modify  her  Orders  in  Council;  if  so.  it 
will  be  very  well ;  but  if  we  proceed  to  take  that 
country,  she  will  not  surrender  that  which  she 
enjoys  without  restraint  for  the  restoration  of  a 
barren  rock ;  for,  according  to  his  ideas.  Canada 
was  of  no  advantage  to  Great  Britain  but  as  a 
road  and  harbor  for. her  vessels. 

Mr.  N.  said  it  was  unnecessary  to  prove  that 
this  country  had  just  cause  of  war  against  Great 
Britain ;  this  had  been  acknowledged  by  their 
own  Minister,  in  his  correspondence  with  our 
Secretary  of  State.  The  conduct  of  this  Gk>r- 
erninent  has  been  strictly  impartial  to  both  the 
belligerents;  none  but  a  madman  would  insinuate 
the  contrary.  The  same  terms  had  been  offered  to 
both  nations,  and,  if  one  accepted,  and  the  other 
rejected  them,  they  had  each  their  own  choice. 
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Botb  belli^eato.  Mr.  N.  said,  have  disregarded 
our  neutral  rights ;  nave  not  considered  wha(  was 
dae  to  us  as  t  neutral ;  but  rather  how  much  in- 
jury and  injustice  a  neutral  country  would  sub- 
mit to.  Whence  ha»  this  proceeded  ?  From  our 
own  acquiesceoce.  Because  we  did  not  resist 
the  first  aggressixm,  but  acquiesced  until  accumu- 
lated injuries  of  both  nations  overwhelnled  us 
with  violence.  But  we  have,  at  length,  deter- 
mined manfully  tarise  and  maint^n  our  rights, 
not  by  bulletins  and  resolutions,  not  by  appearing 
only  to  take  war  measures,  but  in  a  manner  that 
shall  convince  our  enemy,  aikl  the  world,  that, we 
are  in  earnest. 

But,  will  it  be  sufficient  to  raise  aiaild  force  to 
go  against  the  British  provinces?  Suppose,  Mr. 
N.  said,  we  ^et  possession  of  the  two  Canadas. 
New  Brunswick  and  Halifax,  «hali  we  have  ob^ 
tained  the  objects  for  which  we  take  up  arms^ 
Certainly  not.  It  will  be  nec^^ssary,  therefore, 
that  we  sl^ould  make  every  exertion  to  raise  a 
force  with  which  to  protect  and  enforceour  mari- 
time rights. 

If  the  resources  of  the  United  States  were  eom^ 
petent  to  the  object,  he  would  say,  establish  such 
a  Navy  aa  shall  be  able  to  cope  "with  the  British 
fleet  at  sea ;  but  he  knew  this  was  not  practica- 
ble; but  we  ought  to  do.as  much  as  we  are  able 
to  do ;  we  ought  to  put  our  Navy  on  the  b^t  foot- 
ing, as  it  is  on  the  water  that  our  rights  are  as- 
sailed. But  he  did  not  wish  to  extend  his  views 
further  at  presenrt,  than  a  sufficient  force  to  clear 
onr  coasts  of  pirates  and  ^picaroons,  to  protect  our 

forts  and  harbors,  our  coasting  and  our  West 
ndia  trade.   . 

Mr.  N.  thought  it  necessar^r  to.  make  this  effort, 
in  order  to  convince  the  nations  of  Europe  that 
the  representations  hieretofore  made  6f  this  coun- 
try, were  erroneous;  to  show  them  that  w6  are 
competent  to  make. exertions  for  the  defence  of 
o»r  national  rights,  and  willijijj;  to  do  so  when- 
ever necessary.  He  did  not  wish  this  nation  to 
be  considered  as  a  great  naval  and  military  nn- 
tioQ ;  but  he  wished  the  world  to  know,  that  we 
aie  at  all  times  able  and  willing  to  maintain  our 
rights  whenever  they  are  assailed ;  when  we  shall 
have  estabiistied  this  character,  said  Mr.  N*,  our 
rights  will  be  respected. 

Is  commerce  of  no  avail  to  this  country? 
What  is  it  that  gives  a  spcing  to  your  agricul- 
ture  ?    It  is  comm^rcel    What  is  it  that  fills  your 
Treasury?    Commerce.    What  paid  your  na- 
tional debt?    Commerce.    What  was  it  which 
orocured  a  sale  for  your  surplus  produce  ?    It  is 
foreign  commerce.    If  it  produce  all  these  bene- 
fits to  the  country,  is  it  not,  then,  worth  protec- 
tion? 
Commerce,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  is  ne- 
I      ceseary  for  this  country.    In  a  manufacturing 
\      country,  a  nation  may,  perhaps,  dispense  with 
k      commerce;  but  here,  where  we  have  no  manu- 
I      factures  of  any  consequeiice ;  where  agriculture 
I      is  onr  chief  interest,  we  could  not  exist  without 
I      a  commerce  to  find  a  market  for  the  produce  of 
I      onr  lands.    But  gentlemen  say,  our  imposts  are 
disguised  taxes,  which  are  an ti  republican.    He 
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did  not  think  so.  The  people,  Mr.  N.  said,  under^ 
stand  the  nature  of  an  impost  duty  as  well  as  we 
do.  They  knpw  it  is  a  duty  laid  on  imported 
articles,  which,  if  they  purchase,  they  pay ;  but 
they  are  at  liberty  to  purchase  them  or  not.  But 
no  man  can  avoid  paying  a  direct  tax,  and  if  you 
have  not  the  money  to  pay,  .your  property  will  be 
sold  to  produce  it. 

Mr.  N.  said,  an  idea  had  suggested  itself  to 
him,  which  h?  would  submit  to  the  .'Committee. 
We  have  tried  the  restrictive  system  in  order  to 
protect  our  commerce,  and  foiind  it  ineffectual, 
and.  are  about  to  resort  to  another  course.  The 
^xp^nses  of  the  war  will  have  to  be' provided  for 
by  loans,  and  it  is  proposed  to  resort  to  direct 
taxes  in  order  to  enable  us  to  pay  the  interest  of 
these  loans^  To  prevent  the  necessity  of  having 
recourse  to  this  mode  of  taxation,  which  would 
prove  very  oppressive  to  the  people'  in  some  parts 
of  the  co.untry,  he  would  -proppse  a  repeal  or  the 
nourimportation  law,  and  by  this  means,  we 
should  not  only  ^et  the  gooids  wanting  for  our 
trade  with  the  Indians,  but  draw  money  into  oui 
Treasury  from  impost  duty ;  and  if  we  had  re- 
course to  war,  he  saw  no  necessity  for  keeping 
this  Jaw  in  foree. 

Whence  has  arisen  the  opinion,  at  this  time, 
Mr.  N.  siaid,  that  to  extend  our  Navy  would  be 
attended  with  bad  x;oas6qUence8 — that  it  would 
be  anti-republican  ?  Can  it  have  been  the  caba- 
listic effect  produced  by  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury?  Or  from'  what  other 
cause  ?  None  of  these  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained when  the  army  bill  was  before  the  House^ 
and  he  thought  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  an  army  was  infinitdy  greater  than  from  a 
Navy  Gsublfshment.  Mr.  N.  concluded  with 
some  further  observations  in  favor  of  building  the 
ten  frigates  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  against 
striking  out  the  section. 

Mr,  BuRWBLL  moved  to  postpone  the  subject 
until  the  4th  of  February.  As  the  decision  of 
this  question  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  prepara- 
tory measures  for  wair,  he  supposed  no  inconve- 
nience would  be  experienced  from  this  postpone- 
ment. As  there  were,  no  doubt,  many  gebtlemea 
who  still  wished  to  be  heard  on  this  subject,  they 
woulil  have  time  to  prepare  themselves ;  for,  as  , 
this  debate  had  continued  little  more  thoji  three 
weeks,  they  could  scarcely  be  expected  now  to 
be  prepared ;  besides^  their  arguments  would  then 
be  new ;  whereas^  if  they  were  now  delivered, 
they  would  appear  a  mere  repetition.  He  hoped 
the  ^ouse  would  indulge  him  in  this  motion,  as 
this  subject  swallowed  up  every  other.  There 
are  %  number  of  id) portant  hills  before  the  House. 
Our  table  is  loaded  with  business,  and  if  the  course 
which  be  proposed  was  not  taken,  after  a  session 
of  six  or  eight  months,  Congress  would  adjourn 
without  having  done  the  business  for  which  they 
met.  Besides,  he  was  something  like  the  Eng- 
lish priest,  who,'  having  expressed  a  fondness  for 
partridges,  was  served  with  them  until  he  was 
almost  surfeited.  He  began  to  want  a  change  of 
fare.  He  had  heard  enough  about  a  Navy ;  he 
would  be  glad  of  a  little  variety.     If  he  had 


996 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


996 


H.  OP  R. 


Nawd  EslablMmeni. 


January,  1812. 


thought  tb«re  were  any  chance  of  getting  the' 
qaestion  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  he  would  notliare 
made  the  motion  j  but  at  present  he  saw  no  end 
to  the  debate. 

Some  gentlemen  appearing  willing  to  debate 
this  motion,  Mr.  B.  withdrew  it ;  and  after  a  few 
remarks  from  Mr.  Smilie  against  the  Navy — 

Mr.  WiDGBRY  said: — The  subject  of  thie  bill 
on  the  table  had  been  ^o  ably  discussed,  that  it 
would  seem  as  if  nothing  more,  could  be  said 
on  the  subject.  By  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Congre&s  are  empowered  to  build  and  sup- 
port a  nary.  The  framers  of  the  compact,  no 
doubt,  thought  it  necessary  to  have  a  navy,  or 
this  provision  would  not  have  been  made  in  the 
Constitution.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  neutral  nation 
to  keep  peace  and  order  within  her  own  iurisdio- 
tion — she  ought  to  be  able  to  compM  obedience 
to  her  laws ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  it  is  necessary 
to  have  suoh  an  establishment  of  legal  powers,  as 
shall  pervade  the  utmost  limits  of  her  jurisdiction 
— a  government  in  which  the  belligerents,  when 
they  come  within  your  harbors,  may  feel  safe, 
otherwise  they  will  be  afraid  to  come  and  trade 
with  you,  lest  they  should  get  entrapped  by  their 
enemy.  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of  a  neutiral  Pow- 
er to  sovern  their  own  harbors,  as  well  on  water 
as  on  land:  for  this  purpose,  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  you  should-  have  a  small  navy,  or  at 
least  some  addition  to  what  you  have  already 
got,  in  order  to  compel  submission  to  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  your  Gkivemment ;  anything  short 
of  this^will  leave  your  system  incomplete,  and  of 
course  inoompeteiit  to  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  established. '  What  are  the  extreme  Itmiis 
of  your  jurisdiction  ?  Sir,  were  I  to  fix  them.  I 
should  say  the  limits  on  the  Southeast  shonld  oe 
the  Qulf  Stream,  a  line  drawn  by  the  Qod  of  na- 
ture,  and  one  wnich  no  maritime  traveller  can 
mistake.  When  the  armed  ships  of  aqy  natioit 
were  hovering  on  our  coast,  wilhiir  that  line,  I 
would  order  them  off  as  intruders.  In  this  case 
I  apprehend  some  will  think  me  extravagant,  be- 
cause, by  the  law  of  nations,  the  extreme  distance 
from  land  appears  to  have  been  fixed  at  three 
miles;  this  law  may  very  well  apply  to  the  Eu- 
ropean nations,  because  in  many  cases  nature  has 
to  bounded  the  ocean  as  to  compel,  them  to  pass 
narrow  straits,  in  order  to  get  to  and  from  their 
own  kingdoms ;  such  are  the  Straits  of  Qibraltar, 
the  British  Channel, 'St.  George's  Channel,  the 
narrow  pass  into  the  Baltic,  and  many  other  places; 
three  miles  from  each  shore  would  leave  but  scant, 
room  for  them  to  pass  with  head  winds.  This  doc- 
trine cannot  apply  to  the  United  States;  she  has  no 
I)assway  through  which  it  is  necessary  for  other  na- 
tions to  travel  with  their  ships ;  we  may  therefore 
fairly  conclude,  if  they  are  found  cruising  on  otir 
coast,  within  the  Qulf,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  dep- 
redating on  our  commerce.  But  there  is  another 
reason  why  three  miles  from  land  will  not  apply 
in  this  country : — for  instance,  you  may  be  twen- 
ty miles  up  the  Delaware  or  Chesapeake,  and  not 
tie  within  three  miles  of  the  shore.  Did  any  ration- 
al man  ever  presume  that  a  belligerent  had  a  right, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  to  go  op  the  bays 


and  rivers  of  a  neutral  nation,  atid  lie  there  in. 
wait  for  her  eneVBies,  who  might  be  trading  witk 
the  neutral  ?  '  this,  I  presume,  will  not  be  con- 
tended for ;  lidr  will  I  contend  for  the  whole  of 
our  rights,  at  this  time.  I  now  come  to  the  wa- 
ters within  our  own  territory,  ^t  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  a  more  efficient-navy  than  yoa 
now  have  to  govern  your  harbors  in  times  of  peace. 
Let  me  call  youc  attention  to  the  insolent  answer 
of  a  British  commander,  not,  long  since,  in  the 
Delaware.  When  ordered  off  by  the  col)ecu»r. 
in  pursuance  of  our  laws,  did  he  not  send  word 
that  he  had  a  very  good  berth,  and  that  he  lay  verr 
well  at  his  moormg?  This  was  in  plain  Englisn 
telling  the  Vnited  States  he  would  go  when  he 
pleased.  Sir,  soon  after  the  British  armed  ships 
were  interdicted  the  waters  of  the  United  States 
by  thfi  President's  proclaiQation,  was  there  npt  a 
more  high-handed  .violation  cooimilted  by  the 
commander  of  a  British  armed  vessel  in  the  port 
of  Charleston,  South  Carolina?  Will  it  be  in 
yout  power  to  prevent  the  like  insults  on  yoar 
Government,  unless  y^Hi  have  a  sufiicient  force  to 
spread  along  your  coast  ?  Sir,  if  we  are  to  have 
a  war,  one  gun  aiioat,  in  a  good  ship,  is  worth  tea 
on  land.  They  can  be  sent  from  place  to  place, 
alonff  shore,  as  the  occasion  may  require;  Gkins 
on  shore  are  stationary ;  a  ship,  with  a  fair  wind 
and  tide,  will  pass  them  uine  times  out  of  tea ; 
but  if  she  passes  another  ship,  she  may  meet  her 
again  when  she. lease  ei^pects  it.  But,  say  the 
gentlemen,  the  English  will  have  them  as  soon 
as  you  have  buift  thekn.  Sir,  if  the  captain  of 
a  British  ship  should  siee  an  American  of  equal 
force,  he'wUl  be  very  careful  not  to  crowd  sail  io 
order  to  get  himself  into  difficulty ;:  nor  will  the 
American  iti  that  case  be  in  a  hurry  to  get  off. 
If  an  American  D-igate  meets  one  more  than  her 
match,  she  can  run  from  her ;  and  it  is  well  un- 
derstdod  that  no  frigates  on  the  eicean  can  outsail 
the '  Atjaerican  frigates.  It  is  said  they  will  rot 
and, decay ;  so  will  your  houses — yet  erery  niaa 
wants  a  hoUse  to  protect  him  from  the  inclemen- 
ey  of  the  weather.  This  negative  reason  will  go 
to  the  annihilation  of  the  human  species }  all  men 
are  born  to  die-^therefore,  take  no  pains  to  nurse 
and  bring  up  our  tender  offspring;  Surelv  tbb 
klud  of  opposition  cannot  have*  weight  with  this 
Committee.  But  there  is  another  reason :  they 
are  ^  the  means  of  external  war ;  they  inyite  ag- 
^  gressions,  and  hence  the  Danee  lost  their  fleet 
^  at  Copenhagen — our  ships  wpuid  share  the  same 
*  fate."  There  is  no  similarity  in  the  two  cases  : 
as  well  might  gentlemen  compare  the  dim  taper 
of  a  damp  cell  to  the  bright  lumkiarV  of  HeaveD. 
Copenhagen  is  on  an  island,  surrounded  with  nav- 
igable  water,  that  enabled  the  British  fleet  to  land 
an  army  on  one  side  and  lay  their  fleet  on  the 
other,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  their  getting 
a  reinforcement  from  the  mainland.  Tl^  Uni- 
ted States  are  a  continent,  containing  large  rivers 
and  harbors,  in  which  her  fleets  may  liesafe^  and 
from  which  assistance  cannot  be  presented.  But 
gentlemen  are  so  candid  as  to  say  they  never  will 
vote  anything  to  the  support  of  commerce,  as 
they  believe  it  not  for  the  interest  of  our  conntrf. 
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Sir,  by  compslrisoti  it  is  that  we  know  the  good 
from  bad,  or  the  lesser  from  the  greater  eFiI.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  see  whether  commerce  is  so 
detrimental,  or  of  no  i^e  to  the  country,  let  Us^ 
look  into  those  countries  who  have  wrapped  them- 
selves up  in  this  kind  of  inland  protection,  and 
would  havenothinff  to  do  with  foreign  commerce;, 
are  they  a  more  haippy  people  than  ourselves  ? 
Are  they  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  poorest  and 
most  distressed  people on'earth  1  Where  you  see 
thousands  of  poor,  who  have  nothing  to  shelter , 
them  from  the  weather,  and  depending .  on  cold 
charitv  for  their  support  ? 

LocMc  into  the  North ;  the  Bussiaqs  seek  Do 
foreign  commerce  .with  their  own  ships—are  they 
a  more  bappy  peoiple  tfaatt  we  are  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, the  poor  or  common  people  in  Russia  have 
,  no  will  of  their  own ;  they  are  bought  and  sold 
with  the  landjB  tp  which  they  are  attached,  in  the 
same  way  that  the  slaves  in  the  West  Indies  or 
the  South  are  ^ught  and  sold ;  they  have  noth- 
iqg  to  live  on  but  black  bread  and  salt,  a  great  part 
or  the  year:  whlle^  on  the  contrary,  the  Court  is 
the  most  splendid  in  all  Europe.  Is  this  a  situa- 
tion to  which  gentlemen  would  wish  to  see  the 
Americans  reduced  ?  I  call  on-  any  gentleman 
in  the  hall  to  show  an  instance  where  freedom 
was  ever  supported  for  any  length  of  time,  where 
commerce  was  precluded  or  did  not  flpurish.  I 
think  it  will  not  be  attempted  by  the  most  stren- 
uous opposer  of  the  commerce  of  this  country. 
Where  is  this  unwillingness  of  the  people  tosup^ 
port  commerce  to  be  found  1  in  wnat  section  of 
the  Union  ?  In  Massac hdsetts,  where  they  have 
a  regular  organized  militia  of  upwards  of  seventy 
thousand,  hear  of  a  man  who  is  not  willing  to  ap- 
ply a  portion  of  the  funds  pr  incomeof  the  United 
States  to  the  support  of  our  commerce !  Qentle- 
men  ssiy,  take  Uanada  fbr  the  support  of  com* 
meree  ^  and  when  yon  ask  them|what  we  are  to 
get  by  that,  the  an^et  is,  enforce  the  restrictive 
measures.  Sir^  thk  cannot  be  effected  in  a  coun- 
try like  ours ;  if  you  take  Canada,  unless  you  bad 
more  naval  force  than  you  now  have,  two  British 
frigates  would  be  able  to  prevent  your  gettiae  in 
or  out  of  the  St.  Lawrence ;  this  will,  therefore, 
have  no  effect  in  supporting  your  trade.  Sir^ 
when  I  voted  for  the  Army,  I  did  it  in  full  ex- 
pectation that  all  the  component  parts  of  this 
Government  were  to  be  protected  equally,  accord- 
ing to  their  wants  and  necessities.  The  other 
day,  when  we  voted  for  the  Army,  we  made  no 
complaint  of  our  inability  to  raise  a  much  larger 
Army  than  fhe  Executive  wished  to  ask  for;  we 
were  rich  then,  but  by  some  strange  magic,  just 
before  we  are  to  give  our  votes  on  the  soojeet  of 
a  few  additional  frigates,  a  report  is  ushered  in 
fifom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Sir,  if  you 
cannot  afford  to  go  farther,,  reduce  your  Army, 
and  in  that  proportion  add  to  your  naval  force  i 
let  those  industrious  citizens  who  inhabit  your 
maritime  towns  have  a  proportion  of  the  defence 
which  is^  to  be  supported  from  their  industry. 
Gentlemen  say  the  consumer  pays  all ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  maritime  towns  have.no  more  credit 
than  the  rest  of  the  eoaunonity.    This  rale  has 


exceptions :  but  admit  it,  for  argument  sake,  and 
then  it  will  be  found  that  the  maritime  towns 
contribute  a  large  portion  of  the  mope^,  which 
is  paid  into  the  public  Treasury — they  risk  their 
large  capitals ;  if  you  say  they  may  insure  it,  still 
it  4s  all  done  in  and  by  the  citizens  of  the  marl- 
time  towns.  The  same  may  be  said,  as  to  clo- 
thing and  to  spirituous  liquo>rs,  sugar,  and  many 
other  articles,  which  in  the  inland  towns  are  made 
among  themselves  i  bo  that  in  any  point  of  view, 
which  gentlemen  may  please  to  take  of  the  case, 
the  maritiiAe  towns  are  entitled  to  the  notice  or 
Government,  The  Army  raised  under  the  idea 
of  supporting  commerce  is  a  farce^  unless  you 
have  a  naval  force  to  co-operate  with  it.  Sir, 
you  cannot  support  commerce,  in  the  frozen  re- 
gions T>f  the  North,  nor  on  the- mountains  of  the 
Alleghany.  It*  must  be  done  where  commerce 
ioats.  Whence  arises  this  micrhty  opposition  to 
commerce?  We  seem  to  be  like  sheep, afraid  of 
the  water.  Sir,  I  hope  the  hydn>phobia  has  not 
gbt  amongst  us.  Seven  hundred-thousand  people 
at  least  are  employed  in  your  maritime  towns,  in 
commercial  pursuits.  They  have  been  brought 
ujfrin  that. line  of  life,  and  will  not  consent  to 
abandon  it.  You  have  upwards  of  a  million  of 
tons  of  Shipping  in  the  United  States.  The  peo- 
ple who  are  connected  directly  and  indirectly  in 
this  immense  tonnage,  w^I  not  consent  to  give  it 
up  as  a  dead  loss.  Such  a  thine  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, it  must  be  for  want  of  an  acquintance 
with  the  situation  of  their  country,  that  gentle- 
men are  Induced  thus  to  oppose  commerce.  Sir, 
I  was  one  of  those  who  was  in  favor  of  the  em- 
bargo— I  thought  locking  the  registers  and  ships, 
papers  in  the  collector's  office,  would  keep  the 
ships  at  home — what  was  the  effect  9  The  Brit- 
ish pointed  out  the  way  to  do  without  them,  viz: 
come  when  and  where  you  please^  we  will  pro- 
tect you  without  papers ;  the  effect  is  well  known. 
But  in  case  of  war,  if  you  are  not  to  have  a  Navy, 
ahd  you  abandon,  commerce,  \9rhat  is  to  become 
of  the  tars  of  America?  Are  they  to  be  left 
either  to  enter  your  Army  or  starve  in  the  streets? 
Sir,  they  will  not  submit  to  either ;  they  will  no 
longer  regard  the  country,  than  the  country  will 
afford  them  protection — no,  sir,  they  will  enter 
into  foreign  service,  and  will  become  your  ene- 
mies, and  the  tnost  dangerous  enemies  this  coun- 
try ever  had:  give  them  a  chance  with  the  rest 
of  your, citizens  on  the  element  with  which  they 
are  acquainted,  and  they  will  be  ready  in  your 
defence  to  brave  every  danger;  many  of  them 
left  your  country  during  the  last  embargo^  having 
no  other  way  to  get  their  bread.  Sir,  it  is  not 
true  that  ships  are  the  sole  cause  of  war ;  we 
have  ever  since  history  has  been  known,  heard 
of  war.  Charles  XII.,  of  Sweden,  with  his 
land  forces,  marched  into  Russia  in  the  depth  of 
snow,  in  Search  of  conquest :  he  had  no  navy  to 
aid  him.  Sir,  we  have  a  more  striking  proof  th^ 
wars  have  been  as  frequent,  and.  more  cruel,  ante- 
cedent to  the  use  of  navies,  than  since ;  look  into 
your  Bible,  there  you  will  find  a  history  of  wars 
which  tinged  the  whole  face  of  the  Christian 
world  with  blood ;  but  does  it  follow,  from  those 
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state  of  the  world,  reasons  may  be^  urg^ed  for  a 
oayal  establishment  then,  which  are  totally  inap- 
plicable to  present  times  and  eircamstances.  The 
object  was  to  oppose  the  depredations  of  French 
cruisers;  and  considerinff  the  small  naval  force 
of  France  compared  with  that  of  Elngland,  the 
force  then  proposed  was  probably  adequate  to 
effect  it.  But  at  present  our  resources  and  means 
cannot  furnish  any  nayal  force  but  which  it  it  is 
admitted  will  be  inadequate ;  and  really  if  I  wete 
an  advocate  for  the  proposed  system^  1  would 
frankly  acknowledge  that  the  opposition  of  the 
Republicans  in  1798  was  wron^.  and  that  the 
then  ruling  party  were  right.  We  are  told,  how- 
ever, that  in  1798  th^  people  also  condemned 
armies  and  loans  and  taxes,  and  that  to  be  con- 
sistent we  should  vx>t«  against  them  now.  Sir, 
the  opposition  to  armies,  loans,  and  taxes  at  that 
time,  resulted  from  a  conviction  on  the  public 
mind,  not  that  they  roust  be  improper  under  any 
circumstances,  but  that  they  were  then  unneces- 
sary. It  was  a  sy'stem  of  patronage  and  expense 
evidently  without  a  legitimate  object,  aitd  there- 
fore justly  condemned.  There  was  no  foreign 
enemy  on  which  the  Army  could  possibly  oper- 
ate, and  it -was  obvious  that  it  could  not  have  been 
intended  to  defend  the  country  ai^ainst  a  foreign 
foe.  How  is  the  case  now'^  The  public  senti- 
ment has  called  for  war  with  England,  and  an 
army,  therefore,  is  necessary  to  our  defence,  and 
to  attack  the  neighboring  possessions  of  the  ene- 
my. But  the  opposition  to  a  naval  establish- 
ment was  founded  not  on  the  time  nor  circum- 
stances, because  if  war  with  France  was  proper, 
a  naval  force,  being  adequate  to  infliqt  a  deep 
wound  upon  her,  was  not  without  an  object,  as 
was  the  Army;  on  the  contrary,  the  arguments 
against  a  navy  were  drawn  from  the' nature,  of 
the  thing  itself,  as  when  established  being  a  per- 
manent evil,  incompatible  with  4he  peace  and 
welfare  of  the  coifntry.  And  I  concur  perfectly 
in  the  opinion  that  the  liberties  of  this  country 
are  more  likely  to  be  endangered  by  navies  than 
armies,  although  there  is  no  ground  to  apprehend 
a  direct  subversion  from  either.  We  are  exempted 
from  such  an  apprehension  by  the,  extent  ot  ter- 
ritory over  which  our  population  is  scattered  ;  the 
habitS)  feelings,  and  pursuits  of  the  people ;  the 
nature  of  our  institutions,  and  the  various  cir- 
cumstances which  distinguish  the  United  States 
from  the  rest  of  the  world.  When  the  British 
possession».to  the  North  shall  have  been  taken,  it 
is  scarcely  possible  that  ambition  can  find  a  pre- 
text for  raising  a  considerable  army.  If  it  be 
apparent)  as  it  wilt  be,  that  there  is  no  proper 
object  against  which  an  army  can  act,  the  people 
will  frown  on  every  attempt  to  raise  one,  as  they 
did  iibl798.  Build  a^ navy,  and  there  Will  always 
be  plaMsible  pretexts  for  iijfareasin^  it.  Yoni 
navy,  as  all  navies  have  done  from  their  original 
institution,  will  produce  wars,  and  wars  will  fur- 
nish arguments  for  increasing  your  navy.  That 
such  will  be  the  course  of  events,  the  Ixistory  of 
every  naval  Power  that  has  existed  fully  demon- 
strates. The  West  India  islands  are  at  your 
doorS)  and  afford  temptations  wiiich  with  a  naval 


force  would  ftot  long  be  resisted.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  for  me  to  remark  that  corruption  is  the 
only  instrument  which  can  ever  be  successfully 
wielded  against  the  liberties  of  this  people.  If, 
then,  wars  produce  corruption,  and  owing  to  the 
local  situation  and  circumstances  of  this  country, 
a  navy  is  an  instrument  better  calculated  to  cre- 
ate wars  than  an  army,  L think  it  follows  conclu- 
sively that  it  is  more  dangerous  to  the  public  lib- 
erty. That  both  are  inimical  to  pence,  was  at 
least. believed  by  theframers  of  tfie  Constitution. 
It  is  provided  that  no  State  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  Congress,  ''keep  troons  or  ships  of 
war  in  time  of  peace."  Why,  if  a  naval  force 
be  "  perfectly  innoxious  to  the  public  liberty," 
was  this  restrictioa  imposed  on  the  States?  In 
no  other  view  than  that  which  I  have  stated, 
could  such  a  restriction  have  been  necessary,  or 
would  it  have  secnred  the  assent  of  the  States. 

•Another  argument  has  been  urged  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  which,  if  well  founded,  would  be  con- 
clusive. It  is,  that  the  Constitution  imperiously 
enjoins  on  Congress  the  providing  of  a  navy. 
''  Congress  shail  havepower  to  provide  and  main- 
tain a  navy."  Such  are  the  words  of  the  Con- 
stitution; and  in  order  to  show  that  so  far  from 
being  imperative  they  only  delegate /h  diseretioa- 
ary  power  which  may  or  inay  not  be  exercised, 
as  Congress  shall  judge  .proper;  I  will  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  other  powers  granted  in 
similar  terms.  ^'  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
borrow  money,  to  raise  and  support  armies,  to 
grant  letters  ot  marque,  and  reprisal."  Now,  if 
there  be  an  imperative  obligation  to  provide  a 
navy  independent  of  altcircuoAstaitees  wbatso- 
ever,  we  are  equally  bound  to  exercise  the  other 
powers.  The  grant  in  eaoh  ease  is  cei^tauily  the 
same,  and  therefore  necessarily  entitled  to  the 
same  construction.  If,  however,  the  construction 
for  which  some  have  contended  were  correct,  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Ch£V£8,}  what  becomes  of  his  favorite  pro- 
ject of  manning  a  navy  by  wLthb'oldiog>  cooiflus- 
sions  of  marque  and  reprisal.  The  gentletaab, 
when  told  that  a  fleet  could  not  be  manned  with- 
out impressment,  replied  that  on  the  eve  of  war 
we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  refuse  commissions 
to  privaleers  until  a  competent  number  of  sea- 
,men  for  the  naval  service  was  procured.  But  if 
the  authority  to  provide  a  navy  were  imperative, 
that  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  would 
be  equally  so,  and  consequently  they  could  not  be 
withheld. 

We  are  told,  however,  sir*  that  a  navy  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  protection  of  commerce,  and  that 
At  is  the  bounden  duty^-of  Congress  to  protect 
commerce,  <:ost  what  it  may.  I  deny  the  cor- 
rectness of  either  proposition.  Comunerce  is  the 
act  of  buying  and  selling,  and  has  gain  for  iu 
object.  Prosecute  it  at  an  expense  greater  than 
its  profits,  and  the  object  is  totally  lost.  -An  indi- 
vidual engaged  in  any  species  of  trade  will  abali- 
don  it  whenever  it  becooaes  a  losing  business,  and 
a  wise  Government,  in  extending  its-protecting 

EowerSf  will  be  influenaed  by  the  same  principle, 
f  Congress  undertakes  to  protect  a  poition  of 
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the  comnnmity,  io  a  branch  4>f  commeree.  at  an 
annual  expense  greater  than  its  profits  would  pay, 
it  can  onif  be  dpoe  by  taking  money  from  the 
pockets  of  others,  in  yiolatibn  of  the  Constitu- 
.  tional  injunction  to  promote  the  general  iDdfare, 
Sir,  the  object  of  Government  is  to  promote  the 
seeority  and  happiness  of  the  people.  In  attain- 
ing that  obiect,  there  are  certain  indispensable 
doties  which  must  be  performed,  or  allegiance 
ceases.  The  person  and  property  of  the  citizen 
while  within  the  country  are,  as  a  matter  of 
right,  entitled  to  protection  from  foreign  and  do- 
mestic yiolence.  cost  what  it  may.  But  how  far 
protection  shall  be  afforded  without  your  juris- 
dictional limits,  is  altogether  a  subject  of  policy. 
National  independence  is  a  perfect  right,  and 
mast  be  maintained  at  erenr  hazard.  Foreign 
commerce  is  an  imperfect  rignt,  which  cannot  be 
ezeroised  without  the 'Consent  of  parties  iade- 
pendent  of  each  other;  and  the  extent  to  which 
protection  should  be  afforded  always  hat  been, 
and«  from  the  nature  of  the  rights,  always  must 
be,  a  matter  of  calculation.  One  nation  may  or 
may  not  trade  with  another,  and  there  is  no  in- 
fringement of  its  rights ;  but  an  attack  on  a  per- 
fect ri^ht  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  nations,  and  demands  the  most  prompt  resist- 
ance. But  supposing  you  were  authorized  to  com- 
pel France  or  any  other  nation  to  bay  your  pro- 
ducts, it  requires  no  arguments  to  prove  that  such 
an  effect  could  not  result  from- a  naval  establish- 
meBt. 

Permit  me  to  notice,  however,  a  new  system  of 
political  economy,  which  has  been  introduced  in 
the  coarse  of  ihe  present  discussion.  We  have 
heard  that  the  merchant  pays  the  revenue  which 
supports  the  Qovernment;  that  commerce  is  the 
annaal  capital  of  the  country,  amooatiog  to -six 
hundred  millions  of  dollars;  and  we  are  asked, 
"  will  you  abandon  4hat  capital  ?"  I  had  always 
been  taoght  to  believe  that  the-revenue  was  drawn 
from  the  purses  of  the  consumers,  and  that  the  act 
of  baying  and  selling  was  distinffutshable  from 
the  article  bought  or  sold.  The  »ct  is,  that  the 
merebant  only  advances  the  revenue  or  gives 
bond  to  pay  it,  but  the  amount  is  added  to  the 
cost  of  his  goods;  and  he  is  eventually  reimbur- 
sed by  the  consumer  with  a  profit.  The  people 
of  tha  United  Slates  therefore,  who  consume  the 
goods,  pay  the  revenue,  and  not  the  merchant. 
The  capital  of  commeree  is  the  annual  surplus 
productsofthecountry.  which  havenev^ramount- 
ed  to  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Still  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  abandoii  commerce,  because,  as  I  have 
before  remarked,  it  is  indispensable,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, to  the  prosperity  of  agriculture.  They  are, 
indeed,  as  has  been  said,  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Mitchill,)  "  twin  sisters,"  and 
yet  they  are  very  unlike  in  character.  Agricul- 
ture, the  elder  sister,  is  contented,  frank,  and  un- 
sospieious — always  making  sacrifices,  never  rc" 
ceivi|]g  any  in  return.  Commerce,  the  younger 
sister,  is  cunning, avaricious, and  rapacious-^^ever 
satisfied  unless  her  gains  are  commensurate  with 
ber  desires.  Such  are  their  characters  as  fur- 
nished by  history.    There  is  no  instance  of  the 


great  mass  of  agriculturists  in  any  country  be- 
coming corruf)t;  while,  on  the  contrary.  Slates 
that  have  been  peculiarly  commercial,  have  been 
peculiarly  corrupt.  For  an  example,  I  refer  gen- 
tlemen to  Holland,  from  whom  they  have  drawn 
arguments  in  support  of  their  system  of  naval 
power.  The  idea,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  1  wish  to 
convey,  is,  that  notwithstanding  the  intimate 
connexion  which  subsists  between  agriculture  and 
commerce,  the  interest  of  the  latter  may  be  pro- 
moted at  the  expenseof  the  former  S^ate;  that  such 
has  generally  been  the  ease,  and  that  it  will  prob- 
ably continue  to  be  so  in  all  countries  where  com- 
mercial influence  is  extensive.  The  magnanimity 
which  has  been  dispUyed  by  the  planting  and 
farming  interests  of  this  country,  in  affording  pro- 
tection to  the  commercial,  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked. Does  not  your  statute  book  furnish  con- 
clusive evidence  that  commerce  has  been  fostered 
at  the  expense  of  agriculture?  The  great  body 
of  the  t>eople  derive,  comparatively,  scarcely  any 
benefit  from  your  system  of  drawbacks,  discrimi- 
nating doties,  dbc.,  and  althoogh  it  is  probably  the 
source  of  our  present  troubles,  it  has  not  been 
abandoned.  The  jealousy  of  England  in  relation 
to  the  extensive  carrying  trade  of  the  United 
States  which  has  grown  out  of  that  system,  was 
fully  manifested  in  the  late  treaty  negotiated  by 
Mr.  Monroe ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  relin- 
quishment of  the  system  at  that  time  might  have 
produced  an  adjust^nent  of  our  differences.  But, 
sir,  this  is  not  enough  ;*  the  people  must  be  taxed 
to  build  a  navy.  Twelve  seventy-fours  and 
twenty  frigates  ar^  wanted,  aikl,  as  we  are  told, 
will  be  competent  to  protect  commeree,  and  de- 
fend a  seacoast  of  two  thousand  miles.  They  are 
at  the  same  moment  to  protect  your  trade  at  least 
as  far  as  the  Gi^lf  Stream  ;  defend  the  mouths  of 
the  Mississippi,  Boston,  New  York«  and  all  the  in- 
termediate ports  and  harbors.  If,  indeed,  those 
objects  could  be  secured  by  the  proposed  force,  it 
must  possess  attributes  which  have  never  belonged 
to^ny  similar  establishment.  It  is  said  that  Eng^ 
land,  with  all.  her  ships  of  war,  *'  is  weakest  on  the 
ocean ;"  and  yet,  from  the  same  iquarter,  we  learji 
the  incalculable  advanta^res  which  are  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  few  frigates  and  seventy-fours.  The 
truth  is,  that  conquest  and  oppression  were  the 
objecu  for  which  navies  have  been  instituted,  and 
to  such  they  have  always  been  applied.  The 
same  motives  which  gave  rise  to  standing  armies 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  produced  the  British 
navy  ;  and  they  have  both  been  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  But^  say  gentlemen,  this  is  an  argu- 
ment drawn  from  abuse,  and  may  be  urged  against 
the  use  of  any  and  every  power.  I  admit  that 
this  remark  is  in  general  correct,  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  all  powers  are  equally  liable  to  abuse, 
nor  that  there  are  none  which  if  used  will  cer- 
tainly be  abused.  For  example — the  Constitu- 
tion deprives  the  States  of  the  power  to  keep  ships 
of  war  in  time  of  peace,  while  in  the  exercise  of 
other  important  powers  they  are  not  restrained. 
Why  this  particular  restriction?  The  peculiar 
liberty  of  this  power,  if  used,  to  be  abused.  I  re- 
peat, then,  that  navies  are  calculated  to  produce 
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Biischief,  but  ihat  tbey  never  have  been  compe* 
tent  to  protect  and  perpetuate  the  commerce  of 
any  nation.  Holland  was  an  extensively  com- 
mercial and  naval  Power,  and  how  was  her  com- 
merce destroyed  1  The  advocates  of  a  navy 
have  furnished  the  answer: — by  the  navigation 
system  of  England.  Certain  municipal  commer- 
cial regulations  in  the  British  ports  ruined  the 
trade  of  Holland,  her  navy  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. Well)  sir,  what  is  th4.>  inference? 
That  a  navy  it  necessary  or  adequate  to  the 
maintenance  of  commerce  ?  Unquestionably  not. 
It  proves  ail  the  opponents  to  this  bill  can  desire : 
that  commerce  is  neither  dependent  oa  such  pro- 
tection, nor  capable  of  being  maintained  by  it. 
The  best  support  to  trade  is  the  ability  of  a  na- 
tion to  furnish  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  such 
articles  as  are  necessary  to  the  wants  or  conveni- 
ences of  others ;  and,  aji  evidence  of  the  fact,  I 
would  refe^  to  the  history  ef  our  own  country. 
The  commerce  of  the  United  S^tates  has  flour- 
ished beyond  example  without  a  navy^  while  Eng- 
land with  her  great  maritime  force  has  not  been 
able  to  compete  with  the  enterprise  of  our  mer- 
chants.  What  is  the  condition  of  England,  and 
what  the  state  of  her  commerce?'  She  is  shut 
out  from  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  from  this 
country.  Her  merchants  a^e  becoming  bankrupts ; 
her  manufacturers  in  a  situation  the  most  miser- 
able, and  the  nation  is  writhing  und6r  the  conse- 
quence of  a  system  produced  by  the  inordinate 
ambition  which  has  resuUed  from  its  n&val  supe- 
riority. And  although  a  great  .naval  force  has 
been  competent  to  create  such  wretchedness,  it  is 
found  to  be  perfectly  inadequate  to  its  relief.  Na- 
poleon, by  municipal  regulations,  has  suspended 
the  comn^rce  of  England,  which  supported  iier 
navy,  but  which  her  navy  cannot  defend  nor  pro- 
tect. It  is  true,  that,  in  consequence  of  her  mari- 
time strength,  France  dare  not  send  a  ship  of  war 
to  sea;  but  it  is  not  less  true,  that  the  continental 
ly^em  has  inflicted  a  wound  upon  her  commerce 
equal  to  that  which  she  has  been  able  to  inflict 
OB  the  commerce  of  others.  And  permit  me  to  re- 
mark, that  if  Bonaparte,  with  probablv  more  thttn 
an  hundred  ships-of-t he-line,  is  unable  to  protect 
foreign  commerce,  it  would  appear  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  we  could  effect  that  object  with  ten  frig- 
ates, or  twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates. 
I  conclude,  then,  sir,  that  commerce  and  naval 
power  are  not  identified,  and  that  opposition  to  the 
one,  affords  no  pfesumption  of  hostility  to  the  other. 
We  are  hostile  to  the  proposed  navy,  because  it  is 
inadequate  to  the  object  for  which  it  is  intended, 
and  because  it  is  calculated  to  involve  the  nation 
in  useless  and  wasteful  expenditures.  We  deduce 
from  history,  that,  while  naval  Powers  have  pos- 
sessed the  ability  and  disposition  to  annoy  the 
commerce  of  others,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
protect  and  perpetuate  their  own. 

But,  for  national  defence,  a  navy  is  "  the  most 
appropriate^  adequate,  and  cheap."  As  to  its 
cheapness,  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark  that  the 
pay  of  a  soldier  is  five  dollars  per  month,  and 
that  of  seamen  in  the  naval  service  twelve  dollars. 
Axkd  as  to  the  comparative  view  of  expenditures 


on  a  navy  and  fortifications,  which  has  been  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carohna. 
(Mr.  Cheves,)  1  cannot  perceive  its  bearing  on 
the  present  question.  If,  as  the  gentleman  seems 
to  suppose,  the  proposed  Naval  Establishment 
would  dispense  with  fortifications,  the  compari- 
son would  be  applicable;  but  a  reference  to  the 
report  with  which  he  has  furnished  the  Honse, 
will  clearly  show  that  such  is  not  ihe  calculation. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  remarks,  that  twelve 
seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates  ^' would  be  com- 
petent,"— "uniting,   occasionally^  in  operations 
with  gunboats  already  built,  it  equipped  and 
brought  into  service,  and  our  fortifications"  *Mo 
afford  complete  protection  to  our  harborr"  Thus  it 
appears,  that  gunboats  and  fortifications,  both  ef 
which  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  has 
excluded  from  the  cost  of  defence,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  the  estimate.    The  whole  of 
this  "  cheap  defence"  would  cost  for  building  and 
one  year's  service  (leaving  out  of  view  the  soms 
already  ezpctnded)  more  Ihan  the  whole  amount 
of  our  revenue  in  the  most  prosperous  years,  and 
far  more  than  that  which  it  is  probable  will  be 
incurred  in  any  short  period.    But  suppose.thb 
fleet  were  built  and  eqiiipped,  would  it  afford 
complete  protection  to  our  harbors?    No,  sir. 
Did  not  the  gentleman  Trom  South  Carolina. 
(Mr.  LowKOES,)  one  of  the  advocates  oi  a  navy, 
declare  to  the  House,  that  one  British  seventy- 
four  could  block  up  the  harbor  of  New  York,  ia 
defiance  of  your  existing  Naval  Elstablisbmeat? 
And  yet  we  are  told  by  other  advocates  that  one 
American  vessel  of  the  same  rate  will  be  equal 
to  three  of  England.  -  Let  us  examine  the  reason- 
ing on  which  this  latter  position  is  founded.     It 
is  assumed  as  a  fact,  from  which  very  forcible 
conelusions  have  been  drawn,  that  oQr  navy  is 
not  to  be  separated,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is 
to  defend  our  extensive  seaooast;  and  that  the 
enemy  is  to  be  attacked  ^*  in  detail,  when  his  ves- 
sels may  be  scattered."    How  a  few  ships  are  to 
defend  an  extent  of  fifteen  huildred  or  two  thou- 
sand miles,  and  always  to  be  kept  together,  is  be- 
yond my  limited  comprehension;  nor  do  I  per- 
ceive why  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  should  be 
scattered.    It  does,  indeed,  appear  to  me  rbat  the 
reverse  of  these  proportions  will  be  found  true. 
If  the  proposed  force  is  intended  to  defend  oar 
numerous  ports  and  harbors,  it  must  necessarily 
be  divided  and  apportioned  among  them ;  other- 
wise, it  will  not  be  applied  to  the  contemplated 
objects. 

The  assailing  force  has  but  one  object  to  attain, 
and  that  is,  to  attack  the  most  vulnerable  points. 
While  our  vessels,  therefore,  must  he  scattered, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  continiiaUy 
liable  to  be  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  the 
enemy  will  separate,  or  not,  as  inducements  may 
present  themselves.  But  the  American  vessels, 
say  gentlemen,  will  have  the  advantage  of  find- 
ing refuge  and  security,  when  attacked  by  supe- 
rior force,  in  our  ports,  •  What,  sir!  teach  your 
commanders  the  art  of  running,  and  at  the  same 
time  rely  on  them  for  the  defence  of  the  country? 
It  i^  an  art  which  I  ^m  persuaded  will  not  be 
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learnt  by  a  Rodgers  or  Decatur,  and  I  am  unwil- 
ling to  place  them  in  a  situation  where  they  must 
necesicarily  encounter  a  force  so  much  greater 
than  kuy  we  can  furnish,  as  to  render  defeat  in- 
evitable.. As  to  any  advantage  which  is  expected 
from  ^^our  superior  knowledge  of  the  shoals  with 
which  our  seacoast  abound,"  in  the  "fogs  to 
which  it  is  peculiarly  subject."  I  will  only  remark, 
that  the  best  charts  of  the  coast  .which  are  used 
by  our  mariners  are  of  British  manufacture.  And 
as  to  the  idea  which  has  been  expressed,  that 
England  cannot  send  a  naval  force  to  the  An^eri- 
can  station  superior  to  that  which  it  is  proppsed 
to  create,  I  really  cannot  discover  the  source 
from  which  such  an  extraordinary  conclusion  is 
drawn.  England  has  in  commission  at  this  mo- 
ment near  eight  hundred  vessels,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  sixty  are  ships-of-tbe-line.  Of  the 
latter,  she  has  also  in  ordinary  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred, and  supppsing  she  coula  not  spare  a  compe- 
tent force  from  her  existing  establishment,  what 
is  to  hinder  her  from  manning  and  equipping 
fifty  ships-of-the-line  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing the  navy  of  the  United  States?  She  has 
OAe  hundred  and  forty  thousand  seamen  in  her 
merchant  vessel:^,  whose  services  she  commands 
hy  impressment  whenever  they  are  wanted  for 
naval  operations;  and,  in  fact,  she  has  nothing  to 
do  but  to  will  the  destruction  of  yovtt  twelve 
seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates,  and  they  are 
destroyed.  In  thus  acknowledging  our  inferiority 
to  Great  Britaiii  on  the  Ocean,  it  may  be  added 
that  every  other  nation  is  in  the  same  situation, 
and  that  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  retaliate  on, 
and  for  the  injuries  we  have  suffered.  Sir,  the 
people  of  this  country  will  not  believe  that  their 
safety  depends  on  ships  of  war.  Their  virtue, 
strength,  and  patriotism,  are  the  foundation  of 
national  security,  and  while  those  attributes  re- 
main unimpaired^  there  is  nothing  to  fear  from 
foreign  or  domestic  enemies. 

I  have  so  far,  Mt.  Speaker,  considered  princi- 
pally the  efficiency  of  a  Naval  E^tablisnment,  on 
the  supposition  that  our  resources  and  form  of 
government  would  enable  us  to  support  it.    I  will 
now  endeavor  to  show  that  in  this  country  the 
manning  of  a  navy  to  any  considerable  extent 
could  not  be  effected  without  resorting,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  to  the  odious  practice  of 
impressment.    Gentlemen  are  certainly  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  a  navy  could  be  manned  here 
as  cheap  as  in  England.    Her  seamen -are  paid 
thirty  shillings  a  month,  ours  twelve  dollars,  and 
frequently  more.    She  compek  them  to  engage 
and  serve  for  that  sum — we  rely  on  voluntary  en- 
gagements.   The  ordinary  pay  of  seaman  in  our 
merchant  service  is  thirty  dollars  per  month ;  and 
I  would  appeal  to  the  common  observation  of 
I      any  man  to  determine,  whether  it  is  probable  they 
would  relinquish  that  service  for  the  purpose  of 
I       receiving  only  twelve  dollars.    We  find  other 
[      nations  incapable  of  manning  their  navies  except 
1      bv  force — France  by  maritime  conscription,  and 
[      England  by  impr&ssment.    And,  sir,  if  countries 
orerflowing  with  |)opulation,  (a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  which  is  without  a  sufficiency  ot  the 


necessaries  of  life,)  cannot  obtain  men  for  their 
naval  service,  without  resorting  to  the  most  cruel 
violence,  it  should  not  be  presumed  that  the  Uni- 
ted States,  abounding  in  the  comforts  of  life  to  a 
greater  extent  than  in  population,  would  be  more 
successful.  The  fallacy  of  the  opinion  that  dur- 
ing war  the  nay  in  the  merchant  service  would 
be  so  much  lower  than  in  times  of  peace,  as  to 
enable  the  Government  to  obtain  seamen  at  a 
reasonable  price,  is  fully  proved  by  the.experience 
of  1798.  During  the  quasi  war  with  France,  the 
pay  in  merchant  vessels  was  from  twenty-six  to 
thirty  dollars;  and  I  presume  it  will  not  be  con- 
tended that  the  resources  of  the  country  would 
be  competent  at  that  rate  to  maintain  a  Naval 
Establishment. 

It  has  been  propose^,  however,  to  obviate  this 
difficulty,  by  withholding  commissions  from  pri- 
vateers. The  seamen  are  thus  to  be  thrown  oiu 
of  employment,  that  they  may  the  more  readily 
engage  in  the  naval  service.  The  effect  of  this 
project  would  be  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  im- 
pre^sment-^in  the  one  oase  force,  would  be  ap- 
plied indirectly,  and  in  the'  other  directly.  I  see 
no  diff\*rence,  as  it  respects  the  citizen,  whether 
he  is  forced  into  compliance  by  starvation  or  im- 
pressment. And  if  this  system  is  to  be  adopted 
in  relation  to  the  Navy,  i(  would  be  well  to  extedd 
it  to  the  Army  also.  A  jaw  has  passed  author- 
izing the  raising  of  twenty-five  thousand  men ; 
and  it  is  feared  that,  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tional mode  of  enlistment  ,a  longer  time  will  be 
required  to  collect  that  number  than  is  desirable. 
Now,  if  a  navy  can  be  manned  by  a  Legislative 
act  which  is  intended  to  deprive  the  seamen  of 
their  means  of  subsistence,  why  not  devise  a  plan 
for  starving  some  other  portions  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  in  that  way  fill  up  the  ranks  of  your 
Army  ?  The  one  would  be  as  just  as  the  other, 
and  both  would  be  equally  efficacious.  But  there 
is  a  Constitutional  provision  which  would  render 
the  proposed  system  wholly  nugatory.  The 
States  are  prohibited  from  keeping  ships  of  war 
in  time  of  peace  only.  It  is  obvious,  therefore , 
that  if  the  General  Gtovernmeot  attempt  to  force 
the  seamen  belonging  to  any  State  into  their 
naval  service,  by  refusing  commissions  to  priva- 
teers, such  States,  by  issuing  commissions,  may 
completely  defeat  your  object. 

Thus,  sir,  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  make 
the  United  States  a  naval  Power,  they  must  re- 
sort to  the  same  oppressive  measures,  which  other 
countries  have  adopted — measures  to  which,  I  as- 
sert, the  freemen  of  this  country  will  never  sub- 
mit. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Ch£vb8)  abhors  impressment,  but  at  the  same  time 
Contends  that  Congress  has  Constitutional  author- 
ity to  command  the  services  of  the  citizens  when 
and  where  they  think  proper.  It  appears  to  me  that 
if  an  individual  indragged  from  hu  home  against 
his  will,  and  comqaitted  to  the  ocean,  it  cannot 
be  material  by  what  name  you  designate  the  act. 
To  convey  forcibly  a  freeman  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  who  had  violated  no  law, 
committed  no  crime,  is  an  exercise  of  sovereignty 
which  I  verily  believe  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
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to  the  Coinmiuee  of  the  Whole  on  the  biJl  mak- 
iog  appropriatioos  for  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
six  companies  of  mounted  rangers,  during  the 
year  1812. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  same  committee,  present- 
ed a  bill  makiog  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
an  additional  military  force ;.  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
13th  instant,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  district  courts  within  and  for 
the  district  of  Connecticut ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 

SELAH  BENTON. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Selah  Bedton  ; 
which  was  read :  when,  Mr.  Gholson,  presented 
41  bill  for  the  relief  of  Selah  Benton  ;  which  was 
read  twice  add  committed  to  a  Committee  oi  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next.   The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  claims  a  pennon  in  conse- 
quence of  bodily  disabilities  incurred  during  his  ser- 
vice in  the  Revolutionaiy  war.  The  committee  artr  of 
opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not  strictly  entitled  to  a 
pension  according  to  the  rigid  provisions  of  the  exist- 
ing law  upon  this  subject,  inasmuch  as  he  was  not  ac- 
tually wounded  in  the  war.  They  are»  nevertheless, 
from  an  examination  of  all  the  testimony  accompany- . 
ing  the  petition,  ftiUy  convinced  that  the  present  appli- 
oation  is  embraced  by  the  spirit  in  which  the  statute 
providing  for  the  invalid  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  was 
ooBceivad,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  allowed.  The  peti- 
tioner, who,  it  appears,  served  with  honor  and  bravery 
in  all  the  various  offices  of  first  sergeant,  ensign,  first 
and  second  lieutenants,  and  captain,  from  the  com- 
mencement until  almost  the  dose  of  Uie  war,  when  he 
became  disabled,  has  established  two  positions  entirely 
to  the  satis&ction  of  the  committee :  1st.  That  bis 
disability  arose  from  disease  contracted  by  exposure  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  terminating  in  scorbutic 
ulcers ;  and  2dly*  That  his  disability,  thus  sustained, 
has  disqualified  him  from  acquuing  a  maintenance  by 
bodily  labor.  Your  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
report  a  bill  for  the  petitioner's  relief 

THE  MILITIA. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday ;  and  the  ques- 
tion dependioff,  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  supplementa- 
ry to  "An  act  more  effectually  to providcfor the 
national  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  mili- 
tia throughout  the  United  States,*'  and  to  "An 
act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping 
the  wholebody  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,'' 
which  section  is  in  the  following  words:  Section 
1.  "  That  all  the  militia  of  the  United  States  lii^- 
'  ble  to  do  duty,  orer  eiffhteen,  and  under  twen- 
'  ty-one  years  of  age,  shall  be  ealled  the  minor 
'  class  of  militia ;  and  the  President  of  the  United 

*  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
^  order  out  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  when- 

*  ever  detachments  of  militta  are  authorized ;  but 
'  they  shall  not  be  compelled  to  do  duty  out  of  the 
'  State  or  Territory  m  which  they  severally  re- 


*  side,  nor  eo^iioQed  tn  aetoal  serriee  for  more 
^  than  three  months  at  any  one  time ;'!  was  agaia 
stated,  and  being  taken,  was  determined  in  theae' 
gattve-7-yeas  38,  nays  64,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Etekiel 
Bacon,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin-  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
lliomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyne- 
raan,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Sam- 
uel Li  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Htkin, 
Jan.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  WilHam  Rodman,  George  Smith,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Pierre  Van  CortIandt»  jun^ 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgeiy, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

N^TB — William  Anderson,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  Blac^edge,  James  Breckan- 
ridge,  William  A.  Burw^U,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon 
Cheves,  James'  Co<;hran,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Mesback  Franklin, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WiUiam  B. 
King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lewis  jun.,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Jaau 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,  John  Randolph,  William  M. 
Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  Jefan 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas 
Stow,  WilHam  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David 
R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn>  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Lacock  objected  to  the  oAode  of  distribut- 
ing arms  amongst  the  militia,  adopted  in  the  bill, 
by  putting  them  in  the  hands  of  every  citizen  ar- 
riving at  (he  age  of  eighteen  years;  and  proposed 
an  amendment,  which  went  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  the  State  Legislatures  to  deliver  the  arms  to 
the  citizens,  or  preserve  them  for  their  use  in  de- 
pots. This  amendment  produced  considerable  de- 
bate, and  was  finally  negatived — yeas  48,  nays 
67,  as  follows : 

Yzls— Willis  Alston,  jrn  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  B*- 
ker,  Abnah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckinridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  WiUiam  BaUer,  Epaphroditoa  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger 
Davis,  Eliaa  Earfe,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Wil- 
liam Fiodiey,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.Hyneman,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jun.,  Abner  Lacock,«Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mosel^,Thoa. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  WiUiain  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eliaha 
R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WiUiam 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Riehard 
SUnford,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 

Nats— William  Anderson,  Burwell  Baasett,  Wfl- 
ham  W.  Bibb,  WUIiam  BladLledge,  Robert  Brovnt, 
John  C.  CiUwun,  Langdon  Chaves,  Jamea  Codiran, 
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WUfiain  Crawford,  John  Dafenon,  Sanraoi  Dinsmoor, 
JamM  Pisk,  Mea^ack  Franklin,  Peteraoii  Cloodwjn, 
Edwin  Gra^r,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  BoHin;  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hnfly,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King>  Joseph  Leferer,  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndes,- Aaron  Ljle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
eon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,.  SamnelMcKee,  Alexander ^ 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Orma- 
by,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants, 
jan^  John  Randolph,  William^.  Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Seyier,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas 
Stow,  William  Strong,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Talia- 
ferro, Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun., 
Robert  Whitehtll,  David  It  WiUiams,  Thomas  WU- 
son,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  being  on  eogrossiog  the  bill,  for 
a  third  reading,  Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  recoratnit 
the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  in 
order  that  it  might  undergo  such  •amendments  as 
would  make  it  more  acceptable  to  several  mem- 
bers who  i>ad  objected  to  different  parts  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  returned  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  upon 
the  question,  Messrs.  Bigelow,  Nelson,  Qhol- 
SON,  and  Tboup,  assigned  their  reasons  why  they 
should  vote  against  it,  and  the  House  adjourned, 
without  taking  the  question. 


Satubdat,  February  I. 

Mr.  Rbba  laid  before  the  House  certain  papers 
in  refutation  of  the  charges  contained  in  the  pre- 
sentnaent  of  the  Qrand  Jury  of  Baldwin  county, 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  against  Harrv  Toul- 
min,  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  WasKington 
district,  in  said  Territory ;  which  were  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
the  letter  from  Cowles  Mead. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming t|ie  Hotise  that  they  had  passed  the  bill 
autborizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  corps,  with 
an  amendment,^  to  which  they  request  a  concur- 
rencie.  - 

The  House  took  up  (his  bill,  and  the  amendment 
being  stated,  it  was  concurred  in  witbout  a  divis- 
ion. The  amendment  was  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation for  carrying:  the  object  of  the  bill  into 
effect,  from  three  millions  of  dollars  to  one  mil* 
lion.     ' 

THE  MILITIA. 

^  On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams^  the  House 
'  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
'  which  was  the  bill  for  classing  and  arming  the 
'  militia.  The  question  being  on  the  engrossment 
I  of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading, 
,  Mr.  WiDQBftT  moved  to  pastoone  the  bill  inde- 
finitely.— Motion  negatiYed— ^  to  46. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mazwbll.  the  appropriation 
'  in  the  bill  was  reduced  from  four  hundred  thou- 
'     sand  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  «QnuaUf . 


Mr.Knici  n^oved  w  strike  out  the  word  thitty- 
ooe,  to  insert  ifi  its  place  the  word  "  thirty-five;" 
so  as  to  make  the  Junior  Class  of  the  militia, 
by  whom  the  heaviest  part  of  militiji  duty  is  to 
be  performed,  consist  of  persons  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age  and  under  thirty-five.  This  amend- 
ment was  negatived,  there  being  only  41  votes  in 
its  favor. 

Mr.  Fin dley  assigned  the  reasons  which  would 
induce  him  to  vote  against  the  bill's  being  en- 
grossed.   . 

Mr.  Tallmadge  wished  the  Committee  would 
suffer  the  bill  to  lie  on  the  table  until  Monday. 
He  b«d  necessarily  been  lie  tain  ed  from  the  House 
siqce  this  bill  came  under  consideration,  and  had 
not,  therefore,  been  able  to  pay  to  it  that  attention 
which  he  wished,  and  whicn  would  enable  him 
to  Vote  understand iogly  upon  it.  He  moved  to 
this  effect,  and  the  question  was  carried — 51  to  45. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Hoiis^  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1812; 
and,  having  gone  through  the  bill,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  taken  up,  and  agreed  to,  except  in 
relation  to  an  appropriation  for  an  additional 
compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  several  depart- 
ments, not  exceeding  fifteen  per  cent,  in  addition 
to  the  sums  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks," 
dtc.,«11234  33. 

Mr.  Alston  moved  to  strike  out  this  appropri- 
ation in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  9nd  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Chairman  only.  When  the  bill  came  before  the 
Hou^se,  Mr.  A.  renewed  his  motion,  in  which  he 
was  seconded  hj  Mr.  TALi^Anoe.  The  motion' 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bacon,  Mitchill,  Wil- 
liams, and.  Wright. 

Those  opposed  to  making  this  allowance,  urged 
that,  if  the  salaries  Qxed  for  the  clerks  of  each 
department  were  not  sufficient,  they  ought  to  be 
increased,  though  it  was  believed  they  were  am- 
ple, without  ibis  allowance  ^  that  this  additional 
compensation  was  believed  to  be  bestowed  chiefljr 
on  favorites,  and  not  according  to  the  extra  busi- 
ness performed.  The  supporters  of  this  allow- 
ance, said  that  it  had  been  made  for  a  number  of 
years;  that  the  salaries  would  be  inadequate 
without  it ;  that  its  deliberation  was  left  with  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments,  who  certainly  might 
be  safely  trusted  with  it ;  that  it  served  to  reward 
faithful  and  extraordinary  services;  and  that,  hav- 
ing made  the  ahowamce  for  a  number  of  years,  it 
would  be  hard  now  to  deprive  the  clerks  of  this 
part  of  their  compensation. 

The  question  on  striking  out  this  appropriation 
from  the  bill,  wa^  carrie^yeas  45,  nays  42,  as 
follows: 

YsAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer»  John 
Baker,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Lewii  Condit, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  Asa 
Fitch,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Ja- 
cob Httftj,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jnh.. 
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Joceph  Kent,  Wflliam  R.  King,  Ahner  lj»cock,  Joseph 
heSdrtf,  Peter  Little,  Robert  LeRoy  Livingston,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Archibald  McBrjde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Elitha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  John  Roane, 
William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
ler, Samuel  Shaw,  William  Strong,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wflliam 
Blackledge,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  William  Crawford,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Aylett  Hawes,  Lyman  Law,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  lliomas  Moore.  William  McCoy,  James  Mil« 
nor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchili,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Anthony  New,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, William  M,  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Safn- 
nel  Ringgold.  John  Rhea,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  George  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  John  Tali- 
aferro, Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tun^er,  jr.,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, and  Robert  Wright. 

The  bill  contained  in  it  a  paragraph  for  allow- 
ing a  compeD^tioQ  to  the  Marshals  and  aasistanr 
Marshals,  for  takioz  an  account  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States,  in  additio^  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose  — ^ 
dollars. 

Thisparagraph  was  stricken  out  ia  Comiiiittee 
of  the  Whole.  When  the  bill  came  before  the 
House,  Mr;  Newton  moved  to  restore  it,  and  to 
fill  the  blank  with  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  He 
stated  that  seventy  thousand  dollars  had  been 
asked  for  this  purpose  at  the  last  session,  but  only 
thirty  thousand  apnroptiated,  which  was  so  far 
short  of  what  was  deemed  sufficient,  that  no  dis- 
tribution had  been  made  of  it  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasurjr. 

This  motion  was.  opposed  by  Mr.  Mitohill, 
who  said  that  he  expected,  before  Congress  were 
called  upon  for  any  additional  appropriation,  to 
have  had  laid  belore  them  a  digested  statement 
of  these  manufactures;'  but  he  had  understood 
that  this  business  had. been  so  badly  performed  by 
many  of  the  Marshals,  that  the  Secretary  found  it 
next  to  impossible  to  make  an^  satisiactorv  view 
of  the  subject  from  the  returns  which  he  had  re- 
ceived. It  was  his  opinion,  that  some  of  the  Mar-i 
shals  deserved  no  compensation,  whilst  others 
hatl  performed  the  service  in  a  manner  that  rich- 
ly deserved  reward.  Amon^  the  former  descrip- 
tion of  returns,  Mr.  M.  mentioned  South  Caroli- 
na, Mary  laud,  New  Jersey,  and  the  District  of 
Columbia ;' amongst  the  latter,  Massachusetts, 
PenDsylvania,  and  New  York. 

Mr.  NewTON  suffered  the  bill  to  pass  without 
taking  a  question  on  restoring  this  part  of  it.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


Monday,  February  3. 
Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Coaunittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Naw  of  the  Uaited  States 


during  the  year  1812;  which  was  read  twice,  aad 
committed  to  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

An  engrossed  bill,  makiaff  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Qovecnment,  during  the  year  1812, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Spbakee  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, approbatory  of  the  measures  pursued  by  the 
General  Government  towards  Great  Britain,  and 
declaring  that,  ^  peace,  as  we  now  have  it,  is  dis- 
graceful and  war  is  honorable,-'  and  expressive 
of  their  determination  to  support  all  measures 
which  may  be  adopted  in  vindication  of  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  United  States. — Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement 
of  profceediogs  under  the  "  Act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cuaiberlaod, 
in  the  Sitate  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio." 

CHRISTOPHER  MILLER. 

Mr.  Ormsbt,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  14th  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Christopher  Miller ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  O.  also  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  said  Christopher  Miller  which  was 
read.    The  report  is  a^  follows : 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that,  ixk  the  year  1794, 
Oeneiml  Anthony  Wavne,  who  then  commanded  the 
United  States'  army,  determined  ts  send  a  flag  to  the 
Indians,  in  ord^  that  a  peace  might  be  effiscted  with- 
oat  further  war&re.  That  the  said  Wayne  was  onaUe 
to  find  any  person  in  his  army  poesessing  the  neoei- 
sary  quahfieatlons,  who  would  undertake  the  hazardoos 
enterprise,  exoept  ths  petitioner,  who  wae  intimately 
acquainted  with  their  manners  and  their  language; 
and,  on  this  account,  was  the  morfi  soticitous  that  be 
should  carry  the  flag^  to  thk  Indians.  That  the  peti- 
tioner, as  an  inducement  to  act  in  obedience  to  the 
wishes  of  General  Wayne,  was  told  by  him  that  the 
Government  would  make  him  independent.  The  pe- 
titioner, at  the  evident  hazard  of  his  life,  did  proceed 
with  the  flag  sent  by  the  said  Wayne,  and  commenced 
the  negotiation,  which  terminated  succewfully. 

Your  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  the  death  of  General  Wayne  prevented  him  froa 
making  known  to  the  Government  the  claim  of  the  pe- 
titioner, and  they  are  satisfied  that  his  pretenaioiM  to  s 
remuneration  firom  the  Government  are  mnoh  strength- 
ened by  the  consideration  of  the  great  danger  he  es- 
countered,and  the  knowledge  which  he  must  have  pos- 
sessed of  that  danger  previous  to  his  departure ;  te 
General  Hardin  uid  Major  Trueman,  wtio  had  nadci^ 
taken  similar  expeditions  to  the  Indians,  bad  beta 
killed  bnt  a  very  aheit  time  before. 

"When  your  oommittee  reflect  on  the  adraataftf 
which  flowed  finom  the  conduct' of  Uie  petitkm«r,  tfai 
dangerous  nature  of  the  enterprise,  and  the  promise  d 
General  Wayne  given  to  him,  on  (he  fidth  of  a  woidm, 
^lat  he  ^diould  be  amply  remunerated,  they  osbimI 
hesitate  to  «ay,  that  the  Government  ought  to  eany 
this  pipnuse  into  execiuioii. 
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NEW  YORK  CANALS, 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  re^o- 
latioD  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
declarins  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  expense  of 
the  cand  contemplated  to  be  cat  from  the  Great 
Lakes  to  Hudson  river^  ought  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  General  €k>veronient. — Referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Managers  of  the  Unk>n  Canal  Compa- 
ny, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  document  is  as  follows : 

ZjLirssTiLLE,  Ohio,  Jan.  18,  1812. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  Legislature 
df  this  State,  I  have  the  honer  to  transmit  you  a  cppy 
of  a  resolution  oh  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  canal 
between  the  riTcr  Hudson  and  the  Great  Lakes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble 
•ervant^  RETURN  J.  MEIGS. 

Hon.  HsiraT  Clat, 

Speaker  of  the  House  ofReps.,  U.  S. 

Januaxt  17,  1812. 

Wheres^  the  Commissioners,  appointed  under  the 
first  section  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  passed  the  8th  dav  of  April,  1811,  enti- 
tled *<  An  act  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the 
internal  navigation  of  the  State,"  have,  in  pursuance 
of  ihe  provisions  of  said-  act,  applied  in  behalf  of  said 
State  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  for  their  aid  and 
co-operation  in  carrying  into  effect  the  objept  contem- 
plated in  said  act,  and  have  psErticularly  solicited  the 
influence  of  this  State  in  the  public  councils  of  our 
country  for  that  purpose,  being  fully  iinpressed-with  a 
sense  of  the  importance  of  the  object  as  well  as  with 
the  respectful  attention  due  to  our  sister  ^tates ; 
therefore, 

Eesoived,  by  the  Semite  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  they  consider  the  com- 
munication, by  means  of  the  canal  navigation,  between 
the  Great  Lakes  and  Hudson  river,  as  a  project  of  na- 
tional concern;  that  the  acc(nnpli^hment  of  such  a 
project,  free  from  a  transit  of  duty,  would  have  the 
xnost  extensive  and  beneficial  effects,  by  facilitating  the 
intercourse  between  remote  parts  of  the  United  States ; 
diminishing  the  expense  of  trikusportation,  thereby  ren- 
dering the  produce  of  our  oountry  more  valuable,  the 
price  of  foreign  commodities  cheaper ;  and  that  its  ten- 
dency wouldf  be  to  encourage  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, internal  commerce^  and ,  to  strengthen  the  bond 
of  union  between  the  States. 

Resolvedy  As  the  sense  of  this  Genera]  Assembly, 
that  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  expense  of  said  canal 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  United  States  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  that  the  same  be 
firee  from  toll  or  trausit-au^,  for  the  transportation  of 
produce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise,  thereon. 

Besohedf  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Congress,  the  Governor  of  (he  State  of  New  Yoric;  and 
to  our  Representatives,  and  each  of  our  Senators,  in 
Congress. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  a^in  resumed  the  eonsideration  of 
the  bill  for  classing  and  arming  the  nttiiitia  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe.  said;  that  having  been  absent 


from  his  seat  when  this  bill  was  under  discussion 
he  could  not  profit  by  any  remarks  which  had 
been  made.  He  would,  however,  submit  a  few 
considerations  which  had  occurred  to  hi?  mind, 
and  wbich  woqld  induce  hio^  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  on  the  table.  That  his  re- 
marks might  be  definite, and  precise,  he  would 
endeavor  to  pursue  the  following  arrangement: 

1st.  He  would  examine  the  Constitution  as  to 
the  powers  given  to  Congress  to  legislate  upon  this 
subject. 

2nd.  Inquire  how  far  those  powers  had  been 
executed  by  any  previous^ law. 

3rd.  He  would  endeavor  to  test  (he  principles 
of  this  hill  by  the  Constitution,  by  the  militia 
law  passed  by  Congress,  and  by  the  laws  anc) 
usages  of  the  States. 

As  to  the  powers  given  by  the  Constitution, 
liir.  T.  remarked  that  they  would  be  found  undcfr 
the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States— "Congress  shall 

*  have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 

*  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
^  press  insurrections  and  repel  invasioijis." 

"  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 
'  ciplininfip  the  niilida.  and  for  governing  such 
^  part  of  them  as  niay  be  employed  in  the  service 

*  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  States  re- 
^  spectively  the  appointment  of  the  oflicers,  and 

<  the  authority  of  training  the  militia  according 

*  to  tlie  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress."  So, 
also  in  defining  the  powers  of  the  President  or 
the  United  Stales,  he  is  styled,  "the  Command- 

<  er-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  of  the.  militia  of  the  several  States, 

*  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
»  States." 

Hence,  said  Mr.  T.>  it  appears  that  all  the 
military  force  of  our  country  is  divided  into  two 
classes,  the  army  and  the  militia ;  the  former  is 
exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  General 
Government,  and  the  latter  is  the  great  military 
bulwark  of  the  States  respectively.  So  cautious 
were. the  sages  who  framed  the  Constitution  of 
the  peculiar  and  appropriate  rights  of  the  Slates, 
that  they  have  ghren  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  no  control  over  the  militia  only  when 
called  out  by  authority  6f  the  Government,  and 
for  the  three  express  purposes  defined  in  the  Con- 
stitution. These  and  these  only,  I  contend,  form 
the  grounds  or  reasons  on  which  the  service  of 
the  militia  may  be  required  by  the  Greneral  Gov- 
ernment. 

With  this  plain  exposition  of  the  Constitution, 
I  will  pass  on  to,  the  second  proposition,  and  in- 
quire how^far  the  powers  vested  in  the  General 
Government  have  been  carried  into  execution. 

After  various  attempts  had  been  made,  and  ela- 
borate, syslems  had  been  proposed  and  rejected, 
on  the  8th  of  May,  17^,  Congress  passed  a  law 
"  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
^  fence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  through- 

*  out  the  United  States.^' 

By  a  careful  examination  of  this  law  it  will  be 
perceived  that,  in  all  its  provisions,  the  Constitu- 
tional limits  have  not  been  transcended ;  but  that 


1016 


HIBTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


1016 


H.  OP  R. 


TheMUUia. 


FBBRfTART,  1812. 


the  promiDent  features  cf  this  law  consist  of  pro- 
visions to  enroll  or  embody;  to  arm  &nd  accoutre; 
to  arrange  and  organiare;  to  officer  under  State 
authorities,  and  to  discipline  or  train  the  militia 
according  to  the  system  provided  by  Congress. 
It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  law,  it  was  made  the  duly  of  the 
militia  to  arm  and  clothe  themselves  at  their  own 
expense,  and  the  quality  and  description  of  their 
arms  were  particularly  designated. 

On  the  2d  of  M&rch^  1803.  another  law  was 
passed,  supplementary  to  the  foregoing,  in  which 
additional  duties  were  required  of  the  Adjutant^ 
General — a  duartermaster's  Department  was  es- 
tablished, and  every  militiaman  enjoined  to  be 
completely  furnished  with  arms,  accoutrements, 
and  ammunition,  agreeable  to  the  requisitions  of 
the  aforesaid  act. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1808,  an  additional  law 
'  was  enacted,  authorizing  an  annu^il  appropriation 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  purchase 
arms  and  military  equipments,  which  were  to  be 
distributed  to  the  several  States  and  Territories, 
in  proportion  to  their  effective  militia,  under  such 
fules  and  regulations  as  the  Legislatures  should 
respectively  prescribe  by  law.  From  the  most 
caireful  examination  I  have  been  able  to  give  this 
subject,  I  believe  the  foregoing  laws  comprehend 
all  the  regulations  which  have  been  made  relative 
to  the  militia  of  the  several  States  and  Terrtto- 
ries.  Other  laws  have  been  passed  relating  to 
draughts  from  the  militia,  which  have  no  bearing 
upon  this  question. 

Sdly.  I  come  now  to  test  the  principles  of  the 
bill  before  the  House,  by  the  Constitution,  and 
the  system  adopted  by  the  Cbvemment  hereto- 
fore. I  inquire,  then,  what  urgent  occasion  is 
there  for  this  bill?  Gentlemen  say  that  the  old 
system  is  inadequate  to  its  object.  But.  suffer 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  inquire  from  whence  <Jo  these 
objections  arise  ?  Are  they  made  by  those  who 
have  carried  the  laws  into  practicable  effect,  or 
by  those  States  where  the  mjlitia  laWs  have  been 
scarcely  regarded  1  Most  assuredly  not  the  form- 
er— and  with  how  ill  a  grace  they  are  made  by 
those  who  have  never  carried  the  militia  laws  in- 
to operation  I  leave  for  the  good  sense  of  this 
House  to  determine.  Sir.  the  militia  of  the  North- 
ern States,  by  a  close  adnerence  to  the  law,  and  a 
careful  attention  to  its  requisitions,  have  Income 
formidable  armies  themselves  for  all  purposes  to 
which  the  services  of  the  militia  cai^  constitution- 
ally be  directed.  They  are  the  military  boast  and 
pride  of  our  country,  and  no  man  feels  himself 
degraded  by  being  enrolled  with  his  neighbors  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  militia. 

In  addition  to  this  the  present  militia  system 
has  been  long  in  operation.  It  commenced  with 
the  first  settlement  of  our  cohnlry,  and  with  the 
slight  alterations  and  amendments  since  has  bet^n 
found  to  answer  the  grand  objects  to  which  this 
force  ought  constitutionally  to  be  directed.  I 
would  further  remark,  that  being  now  so  fully 
ingrafted  into  our  State  codes,  and  forming  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  our  habits,  (I  speak  more 
especially  of  the  Northern  States,)  no  small  in-, 


convenience  would  result  to  the  community  by 
the  adopting  th^  provisions  of  this  bill. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark  that  the  classify- 
ing principle  of  this  bill  would  introduce  novel 
distinctions,  and  would  oppose  odious  and  op- 
pressive burdens  on  that  portion  of  our  citizens 
who  are  enrolled  in  the  militia.   And  who,  I  pray 

fou,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  militiaof  our  country  % 
n  addition  to  the  duties  which  they  perform  as 
being  the  natural  guardians  of  our  rights  in  armsL 
they  lire  the  sovereigns  of  this  country,  and  hold 
in  their  hands  the  Constitutional  right  to  remove 
^us  from  these  seats  whenever  they  please. 

I'add  once  more  that  the  classifviog  principle 
which  forms  the  most  prominent  feature  of  this 
bill,  stnells  too  stronff  of  the  detestable  conscrip- 
tion of  the  French  Emperor  to  become  palatea- 
ble  to  our  own  countrymen.  Whatever  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  brought  in  this  btU 
(Mr.  Williams)  may  say  of  the  French  con- 
scription being  very  similar  to  our  code,  I  insist 
on  It  that  light  and  darkness  are  scarcely  more 
unlike  than  the  practical  operations  of  those  two 
principles.  Is  it  possible  that  the  gentlemen  from 
South  CaroUna  can  see  no  difference  between  the 
equal  voluntary  service  of  our  Countrymen,  em- 
bodied to  defend  their  dearest  rights,  or  to  enforce 
the  execution  of  our  laws,' and  the  invoiumary, 
detestable  service  to  which  idl  the  jouth  of 
France  and  her  dependencies  are  subjected  by 
the  Boneprtean  conscription  7  Are  the  duEimM 
and  handcuffs  which  adorn  the  young  conaeript 
on  his  march  from  liis  father's  house  to  aonie 
military  depot  in  France  to  be  compared  with  the 
operation  of  our  militia  laws  in  this  free  Repub- 
lic? And  will  the  gentleman  venture  to  assert 
that  there  is  no  difference  between  the  Constitu- 
tional appropriate  service  of 'our  militia,  and  the 
dreadful  prospects  presented  to  the  conscripts  of 
France^  chained  to  the  destinies  of  a  military  des- 
pot, and  obliged  to  pursue  the  objects  of  his  ambi- 
tion wherevei>,aod  against  whomsoever, directed! 
Sir,  I  cannot  express  ray  astonishment  wheo  I 
hear  such  remarks  mad^  wjthin  these  walls,  oor 
Mrill  I  cease  to  expose  and  reprobate  them  soloag 
as  I  have  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

But  the  doctrine  which  I  wish  to  enforce  is, 
that  the  power  contained  in  this  bill  is  net  wmr- 
ranted  by  the  Constitution.  The  whde  power 
given  to  Congress,  relative  to  this  point,  is  to 
provide Jbr  organizing  arming^  and  dfBciplimng 
the  militia.  Will  any  gentleman  say  that  under 
this  provision  is  given  an  authority  to  class  the 
tnilitia,  and  designate  particular  duties  to  be  per- 
formed by  theml  If  powers  not  given  are  aeto- 
ally  retained,  then  shall  I  contend  that  this  power 
belongs  alone  to  the  States.  As  I  consider  the 
interference  of  the  Oeneral  Government  with  the 
State  authorities,  in  relation  to  the  militia,  to  be 
dangerous  in  the  extreme,  I  would  cauuoualy 
guard  against  the  first  encroachments  upon  those 
important  rights. 

if  an  army  should  foe  thus  formed  from  con- 
scripts, called  out  under  the  imposing  title  of  elaa- 
sified  militia,  it  would  be  an  army  unknowa  to 
the  Constitmion,    Indeed,  as  the  case  might  be, 
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tbe  physical  force  of  the  States  mfght  be  so  dU- 
po8€Nd  of,  as  that,  in  the  hands  of  an  aspiring,  am- 
bitious President^  the  liberties  of  this  country 
would  be  greatly  jeopard fzed.  Let  such  a  Presi- 
dent hav€  power  to  caH  tbose  conscripts  to  per- 
form military  duty  wherever  he  should  think 
proper,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  what  should  pre- 
yent  him  from  destroying  your  liberties  by  the  aid 
of  his  regular  troops?  Against  such  possible 
evils,  I  wish  to  interpose  every  practical  check; 

Having  made  these  general  remarks,  I  will 
now  examine  some  of  Uie  sections  of  this  bill, 
and  dismiss  the  subject. 

In  tbe  first  section  of  the  bill  an  authority  is 
given  to  the  President  of  th«  United  States  to  order 
oat  the  minor  class,  or  any  part  of  it,  whenever  de- 
tachments from  the  militia  should  be  authorizedi 
This  power,  Mr*  Speaker^  is  too  ereat  for  me  to 
consent  to  give.  If  this  section  of  the  bill  should 
pass  in  its  present  form,  all  the  youth  of  our 
country  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one  years  of 
age  would  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
President,  which,  I  am  persuaded,  the  Constitu- 
tion never  contemplated. 

The  seventh  section  provides  for  punishing  any 
officer  who  should  fail  to  perform  his  duty^as  re- 
quired by  this  act,  by  cashiering,  or  mulcting,  or 
fining,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars.  I  utterly  ob- 
ject to  thb  provision  because  no  such  authority  is 
yefited  in  the  General  Government,  no^  can  we 
interfere  with  punishments  byr  courtjt  martial,  un- 
der tbe  Authority  of  the  individual  States.  Hqw, 
I  beg  leave  (o  ask,  are  such  courts  to  be  formed; 
and,  in  case  of  fine,  by  what  process  is  the  money 
to  be  collected  ?  A  bare  mention  of  these  diffi- 
culties, I  should  hope,  would  be  sufficient  to  show 
the  absurdity  of  the  provision. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  this  bill,  provision  is 
made  for  furnishing  every  militiaman,  who  shall 
arrive  to  the  ase  of  eighteen  years,  with  a  stand 
of  arms.  To  the  principle  of  this  provision  I  do 
not  object;  but,  as  I  do  believe  this  method  of 
delivering  out  the^  arms  is  more  objectionable 
than  that  which  is  provided  by  law,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  this  alteration.  We  have  a  standing  law 
appropriatinfif  ^00,000  annually  for  the  purchase 
of  arms,  which  directs  the  distribution  of  the 
same  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  for  the  use  of  their  militia ;  and  tinder 
their  direction  I  wish  to  see  the  distribution  made. 
In  fact,  I  wish  to  maintain  tbe  true  Constitutional 
character  of  our  militia,  as  belonging  to  the  sev>- 
erai  States,  and  not  as  militia  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  same  section,  the  oath  required  to  be 
uken  before  the  stand  of  arms  can  be  delivered, 
as  the  case  may  be,  will  deprive  the  State  of  the 
service  of  one  of  her  citizens,  or  be  must  perjure 
himself  to  obtain  the  stand.  No  provision  is 
made  where  arms  may  be  lost  in  battle,  or  by  any 
other  unavoidable  accident. 

I  have  strong  objections  to  other  sections  of 
this  bill,  particularly  to  the  eleventh  and  thir- 
teenth sections,  which  I  will  leave  to  other  gen- 
tlemen who  may  follow  me. 

Aithoogh  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  accord  in 


any  measure  whioh  iday  be  calculated  to  perfect 
the  present  militia  system  of  the  United  States, 
yet  I  cannot  consent  to  innovate  upon  any  or 
those  ^reat  principles  which  bind  the  services  of 
the  militia,  most  emphatically^  to  the  States  and 
Territories  in  which  they  reside.  I,  therefore, 
hope  the  bill  on  your  table  will  not  pass. 

Messrs.  Quinct,  and  Law,  spoke  against  the 
bill ;  and  Messrs.  Wii^liams  and  Wright  in  fa- 
vor of  it.  The  House  adjourned,  without  taking 
the  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

TuBSBAT,  February  4. 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  to  the  House  a  letter  ad* 
dressed  to  him  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  ^  recon»- 
roending  to  their  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  the  ezpedien<^  of  stipnlating  for  the 
nearest  passible  roote  for  a  wa^on  road  from 
Knoxville  to  Augusta,  in  Gkorgia  through  the 
country  of  the  Cherokee  Indians."— Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  amount  of  de- 
posiiies  of  public  money  in  banks,  reported,  in 
part,  a  bill  repealing  the  tenth  section  or  the  "Act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Babk  of  the 
United  States ;"  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  (he  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bill  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  reported  an  amendatory  bill ;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursda][  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  the  .united  States, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
eleventh  ultimo;  which  v^as  read, and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting two  statements  of  importations  io  Amer- 
ican and  foreign  Vessels  for  one  year,  ending  the 
thirtieth  of  September.  1810;  which  were  read, 
apd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tbe  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmiHing 
a  statement  of  the  name,  rank,  pay,  and  rations, 
of  each  commissioned  and  warrant  officer  of  the 
Navy,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
twenty-third  ultimo;  whi9h  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  uble. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^^to  promote 
.the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  secur- 
ring,  for  a  limited  time,  to  the  inventors,  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  their  respective  discoveries  ;•*'  in 
which  bill  they  desire  tbe  concurrence  of  this 
House. 
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abuses,  that  Chistianity  is  not  to  be  supported i 
Certainly  not,  nor  will  it  follow,  that  because 
some  abuses  may  have  happened  in  ^he  naval 
system  of  the  world,  that,  therefore,  we  shonld 
have  no  navy.  If  gentlemen  who  think  this  coun- 
try has  no  need  of  commerce,  could  have  what 
they  wish,  your  streets  would  be  'crowded  wi^h 
the  poor  and  distressed,  begging  from  place  to, 
place,  and  starving  for  want  of  employ.  Sir,  in 
1810,  your  whole  amount  of  revenue  was  up- 
wards of  $16,000,000 ;  it  is  true  it  did  not  all 
come  into  the  Treasury,  but  what  was-  paid  out 
answered  a  good  purpos^,  it  gave  bread  to  those 
who  collected,  an^  were  concerned  in  and  about 
it  Is  this  not  worth  protecting?  Sir,  with  such 
a  spirit  of  enterprise  no  nation  can  be  enslaved-; 
destroy  your  commerce^  and  you  mui<t  become 
slaves^  because  you  cut  the  cord  on  which  enter- 
prise IS  suspended. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion for  building  the  frigates  was.  carried— yeas 
62«  nays  59,  as  follows : 

YxAB — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archei^  Eae- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  James  Cochran,  John  Cloptoi^,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Pesha,  Samuel  Dinamoor, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Jatnes  Fisk,  Mefhack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Felix  Grundy^  Boiling  Hall^  John  A.  Har- 
per, Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
oock,  Joveph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,^ 
William  McQoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jaa. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pk^ens, ''William 
Piper,  John  Khea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanfiml, 
WiUiam  Strong,  John  TaUaferro,  Robert  Whitehill, 
and  David  R.  Williams. 

NATS-^WillisAlston,  jr.,  John  Baker,  Burv^ell  Bas- 
aett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigbam,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epa* 
phroditus  Champion,  Laftgdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chit^ 
tenden,  Lewiit  Condit,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John 
Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  0.  Moeeley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
Joseph  Pearaon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants, 
jr.,  Benjamm  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Qnincy,  WiUiam  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Smith, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery,  Thomas 
Wil8on>  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  next  question  was,  on  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  fill  the  blank  for  pro- 
Tiding  ship  timber  and  other  imperishable  mate- 
rials, with  the  word^  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  carried^eas  82,  nays  37,  as  fol- 
lows: 


Yeas — Willis  Alston^  jr^  Stevenson  Archer,  Bae- 
kiel  Bacon,  John  -Baker,  Dayid  Bard,  Burwell  Baa^ 
sett,  Abijtih  Bigelow,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Haimaniw 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Wnu 

A.  Burwell,  WUliam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  £pa- 

Shroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Con- 
it,  Wm.  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  I^>ger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  Wm» 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Wflliam  Findley,  James  F^ak» 
Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thos. 
*  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  A. 
Harper,' Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneinan,  Richard 
Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wm. 
R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Boy 
Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thonias  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  WiUiam  MeO^^ 
Alexander  McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mildiill, 
Jonathan  O*  Moseley,  Hi^h  Nidson,  Thomas  N«w^ 
bold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin^  jr^  Janies  Pleasants,  jr*,  Benjamin  Pond,  Potar 

B.  Porter,  Elisha  R>  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  SunL 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Thoinas  Sammons,  John  Se- 
vier, Danieh  Sheffey,  John  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Bturgosi, 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Chas  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard, White,  WUliam  Widge^,  Thomas  IVUson,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

Nats— WUUam  Anderson,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Joseph  Desha,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  HaU,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  JohnM»i» 
Abner  Laeock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Mapon,  Samuel  Mckee,  Arunah  Metcalf  James  Mor- 
gan, Joreraiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  P^er,  Jcihn  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberta, 
WiUiam  Rodnian,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Adam  Seybevt, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  -Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  WUUam  Strong,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David  tU 
WUUams. 

Another  question  was  on  agreeing  with  the 
Gommittee  of  the  Whole  to  make  the  above  ap- 
propriation for  three  years,  viz:  for  the  years 
1812, 1813,  and  1814.  This  mptiofn  was  carried — 
yeas  67,  nayn  52,  as  follows : 

Ybas:— Willis  Alston^  jun.,  E^kiel  Bacon,  Jdm 
Baker,  BniWeU  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William 
Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge, 
Elgah  Brighain,.  1.  C  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 

Sion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Con^ 
it,  John  Davenport,  jr.^  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson^ 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  WiUiam  Ely,  Jamaa 
Emott,  Asa  Fiftch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
John  A.  Harper,  Ri<^iard  Jackson,  jua.,  Joseph  Ken^ 
Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndea, 
George  C^  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander 
McKim,  James  MUnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  ThomaS  Sam- 
mons, John  Sevier,  Daniel  Shefley,  John  Smith,  Silas 
Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Whea- 
ton, Leonard  White,  Wm.  Widgeiy,  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Wright. 
Nats  — William  Andexson,  Stevenson  Airdiar,  Wm. 
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W.  BiMs  Adam  B<^4,  Robert  Bfown,  Wm.  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Butler,  James  Cochran,  John  Ck^ton, 
"WiUtam  Crawford,  Joseph  De«ha,  Wm.  Findley,  Jai. 
Fiak,  Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson,  Peterson 
"GoodwYn,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  HaU,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufly,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
Leaver,  Aaron  Lyle»  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee.  Arunah  Met- 
calf»  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Rodman,  EbenMer  Sage^  Ebenezer  Sealer,  Adam  Sey* 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Sunford, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Robert  WhitchiU, 
«nd  David  R.  Williams. 

The  next  question  was  on  ^agreeiog^  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  appropriate  one  han- 
dred  thousand  dollars  for  pro?idiDg  a  dock  yard. 

Mr.  Rhea  mored  to  strike  out  the  scotioa ;  but 
this  motion  bein^  decided  to  be  out  of  order,  Mr. 
D.  R.  WiLLiAjMS  spoke  against  the  propriety  of 
appropriating  money,  without  estimate,  for  an 
object  not  wanted  until  we  went  about  building 
aeyeoty^fours.  The  House  adjourned,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Smilie,  without  taking  the  question. 


Tuesday,  January  28. 

Mr.  Jackson  presented  a  memorial  ind  remon- 
•traoee  from  certain  inhabitants,  of  East  Green- 
wich, Rhode  Island,  eondemiiing.  in  strong  .terms, 
m  resolution  some  time  ago  ititrodueed  bj  a  mem- 
-ber  from  New  York,  offering  a  bounty  to  Ameri- 
can seamen,  on  board  British  vessels,  who  should 
bring  in  any  such  vessel  into  the,  potts  of  the 
United  States.  This  remonstrance  was  very  long, 
and  contained  a  pumber  of  severe  reflections 
upon  the  measures  of  Government.  After  the 
reading  had  progressed  for  some  time,  the  further 
reading  of  the  paper  was  objected  to^'on  the 
ground  of  being  indecorous.  This  producing' some 
debate,  Mr.  J.  withdrew  the  memorial. 

The  9pbakkr  declared  that,  in  future,  when  he 
discovered  that  any  paper  presented  to  theHouse 
was  couched  in  disrespectfiil  and  improper  lan- 
guage, ha  should  consider  it  his  duty  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  propriety  of  suffering 
the  reading  to  progress.  ' 

Mr.  Rbba  presented  to  the  House  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  re- 
questing their  members  in  Cocfgress  to  use  their 
endeavors  to  set  established  a  road  to  the  Ohio,  a 
little  below  the  mouth  of  Great  Water  Creek. 
Mr.  R.  afterward  introduced  a  resolution,  direct- 
ing an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  laying  out  and  opening  the  said  road ;  which 
was  referred. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS. 
Mr.  A  BOB  Bit  wished  to  offer  a  resolution  to  the 
House,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaau- 
ry  to  give  such  information  to  this  House  as  he 
may  possess,  relative  to  the  practicability  of  ob- 
taining such  loans  as  CbVernmeat  may  require, 
and  at  what  rate  of  interest.  As  this  body  has 
determined  upon  raising  a  large, ajrmy,  and  large 


appropriations  will,  of  eoursis,  be  necessary  for 
their  support,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  in  which 
we  expect  to  be  engaged,  it  becomes  necessarv 
that  Congress  shouladevise  the  means  by  which 
this  war  can  be  carried  on  with  effect.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  ^as  written  a  letter  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
which  (hat  committee  has  laid  before  this  House, 
enumerating  the  taxes  to  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  resort  for  this  purpose.  And,  by  offering 
the  pr^ent  resolution,  he  wished  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  encroa(;hing  upon  the  duties  of  that 
committee.  He  confessed  he  was  not  prepared 
to  saf  that  be  could  swallow  the  bitter  bill  pre- 
sented in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary.  He  had 
always  entertained  a  great  abhorrence  for  the 
stamp  and  excise  laws;  and  he, could  scarcely 
conceive  any  consideration  which  could  induce 
him  to  vote  for  taxes  of  this  description.  We 
ought^  said  Mr.  A.,  to  be  careful,  in  entering  upon 
this  war,  not  to  run  foul  of  the  prejudices  of  the 
^people,  prejudices  highly  laddable  froin  the  causes 
which  produced  them.  Let  it  not  be  supposed, 
said  he,  I  am  not  disposed  to  go  as  (ar  as  any  per- 
son, in  supporting  the  rights  of  the  country,  and 
in  voting  for  the  means  to  enforce  their  protec- 
tion ;  but  I  wish  those  means  to  be  such  as  will 
be  palatable  to  the  people ;  and,  if  practicable,  it 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  much  better  that  tnit 
war,  for  thjs  first  vear,  should  be  carried  on  by 
means  of  loans.  And,  for  this  purpose,  he  pro- 
posed the  following  resolution: 

•*  Reaohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
direeted  to  give  this  House  such  information  as  Im  may 
poesesfl  relative  to  the  practicabflity  of  effeeting  loans 
for  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  what 
amount  anch  leaas  may  be  obtained,  and  at  what  rate 
of  intere^" 

^  After  Mr.  Smilib  had  caused  an  extract  from 
Mr.  Gallatin's  late  letter,  touching  this  subject,  to 
be  read,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  order  of  the  day,  viz :  the  bill  concerning 
the  Naval  Bstablishment,  was  then  taken  upland 
the  question  oh  agreeifig  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  fill  dp  the  blank  in  the 
section  providing  a  dock  yard,  with  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
CUEVES  stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Com- 
mittee had  recommended  this  provision  of  the  bill, 
and  replied  to  some  remarks  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Williams)  made  yesterday. 

Mr.  Rbea  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section  in  relation  to  the  dock  yard  ;  which,  after 
some  little  debate,  was  carried — yeas  56,  nays  52 
as  follows : 

YiA#— William  AnderM>n,  Ezekiel  Bacon^  David 
Bard,- William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Borwell,  William  Butler,  James  Cochran» 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Me- 
ahack Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  fifar- 
per,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hynemao, 
Ridiard  M.  Johnsoiif  Joseph  B!ent,  Abner  Lacock,  Jo* 
scfih  Lefover,  Aaron  Lyl^  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
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Moore,  WflUam  McCoy,  Sanrael  McKee,  Aronth  Met- 
ealf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hagh  NoIbob, 
Anthony  New,  Thomai  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  l^iper,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rod- 
man, Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmiJie,'  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Robert  \VhitehilI, 
Bayid  R«  Wilhams,  and  Ridiard.Winn. 

Nats — Wniis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blacklcdge,  Harma- 
nus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheyes,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John 
Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander  McKim, 
JamerMilnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  PleatanU^,  jun.,  Benja- 
mih  Pond,  Eliiha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
Thomas  Sammons,  George  Smith,.  Lewis  B.  Sturgos, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner^  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Cordandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton>  Leonard 
White,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Rob- 
ert Wright. 

Mn  Blackledge  moyed  ia  new  aectioD  to  the 
bill,  providing  for  the  building  of  four  seyenty- 
fout  guDships.  As  an  inducemeiit  to  the  House 
to  adopt  this  i^etr  section,  he  stated  there  were 
sufficient  timber  and  guns  on  hand;  that  t(ie 
whole  expense  would  not  exceed  $1,300,000,  and 
the  gtins  and  timber  being  already  provided,  an 
appropriation  of  $824,000  only,  would  be  neces- 
sary to  complete  them. 

The  question  was  negatired— >yea8  93,  nays  76, 
as  follows : 

TxAs — John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigo- 
low,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,' John  Davenport^  jnn., 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitoh,. Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde, James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph'  Pearsbn,  Timothy 
Fitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  H.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,-*;  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas  Sammons,  Philip 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Pierre 
Van  Cmrtlandt,  jr.,  and  Leonard  White. 
^  Nats — ^Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  8te> 
^enson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  James 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Da- 
vis, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawee,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moe^re, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcal^  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  PipeY,  James  Pleasante,  jun., 


Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Jolm 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WilHam  Rodman,  Eb^neaer 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,. 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William 
Strong,  ^ohn  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tra<^,  George  M.  Troop,. 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,^  David  R.  Wil- 
liams,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  **An  act 
more  efifeotually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence, by  the  establisnment  of  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,^'  and  to  ^^An  act 
making  provision  for  arcniD|^  and  equipping  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States." 
The  bill  having  been  gone  through,  without 
amendment, 

Mr.  Williams  said,  it  might  be  expected  from 
him,  as  a  duty,  to  state  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  Committee  to  bring  forward  this  bill.  As  the 
day  was  far  spent,  however,  and  as  this  could  be 
as  well  done  m  the  House,  as  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  he  would  move^that  the  Committee 
rise  and  report  the  bill.  The  Committee  rose 
Accordingly. 

[This  bill  proposes  the  division  of  the  militia.  iiil» 
threa^daoses.  The  first,  i?  to  consist  Af  such  penons 
as  are  ov^r  eighteen  and  under  twenty-one  yean  of 
age,  to  be  called  the  Minor  Class,  to  be  ordered  out 
whenever  detachments  of  the  militia  are  authorized, 
but  are  not  to  do  duty  out  of  the  State  or  Territory  in 
which  they  reside,  nor  continue  in  service  mote  than 
three  months  at  a  time.  ^ 

The  second  class  is  to  consist  of  persons  over  twen- 
^•one  and  under  thirty-one  years  of  age,  to  be  called 
me  Junior  Class  of  Militia,  and  ma^  be  ordered  to  any 
part  df  the  United  States  or  their  Territories,  but  not 
to  be  eompelled  to  serve  more  than  twelve  months  at  a 
time.  .    ' 

The  third  class  ii  to  consist  of  persons  over  thirty- 
one  and  under  forty-five  years  of  age,  to  be  called  the 
Senior  Class  of  Militia,  subject;  to  do  duty  in  the  State 
or  Territory  in  which  they  reside,  and  may  be  calfed 
into  an  adjoining  State  or  TerriU^,  but  not  to  be  oom- 
pelted  to  serve  more  than  twelve  months  at  a  time. 

Every  free,  able-bodied  white  male  citizen,  upon  his 
arriva](  at  the  ag^  of  eighteen  years,  and  being  enroUed 
in  the  militia,  is  to  receive  a  stand  of  afms^  the  right  to- 
which  LB  to  be  inalienably  invested  in  him. 

Four  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  proposed  to  be- 
appropriated  annually  in  addition  to  the  sum  fonnerij 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  arms.] 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


WbdmesDaTj  January  29. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  presented  a  petition  of  a  commit- 
tee on  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  of  the  Revolationary  Army,  pray- 
ing further  compensation  for  servicet)  rendered  in 
said  army.— 'fleierred  to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Milnor^  Bvtler,  and  Botd,  were  ap- 
pointed the  conusittee. 
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NA^YAL  EdTABLI8HM£NT. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the 
question  that  the  same  do  pass  1  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmatiye — yeas  05,  nays  30,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAs — Willis  Als^n,  jun.,  WiUifim  ADderson,  Bar- 
well  Bassett,  William  BlttdEledge,  Jame»Breckenridge, 
WilHam  A.  Burwelt,  William  Butler,  Jqhn  C.Cathoun, 
Langdon  Chevesy  Martin  Chittenden,  LfBwis'Condit, 
'  John  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  William 
R.  King,  Peteif  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  George  C.  MaxweH,  Thomas  Moore, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim,  James  Milnor,  Satnuel  L.  Mitchill,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleas- 
ants, junior,  Benjamin  .Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgdld, 
John  Rhea,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  SCuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis 
B.Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  LabanWheaton*  Leon- 
ard White*  Thomas  Wilson^  Richard  Winn,  and  Rob- 
ert Wright 

Nats— Ezekiel  Bacon,  WiHiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
ford, Joseph  Desha,,  Obed  Hall,  Jacoh  Hufty,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Abner  Lacock,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Mctcalf,  James  Mor- 
gan, Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  William  Piper, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Ebenezer  Sag^,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Strong,  Rol^rt 
Whitehill,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  for  classifying 
and  arming  the  militia;  when  Mr.  D.  H.  Wil- 
liams spoke  at  considerable  length  in  its  favor, 
explaining  the  objects  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Mitch- 
ill  against  it,  who  eoncladed  his  obseryations  by 
a  motion  to  strike  out  the  fit'st  section  of  the  bill. 
He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Wright  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  After  Mr.  W.  had  been  s[)eaking  a  consid- 
erable time,  the  Speaker  observedahat  there  was 
not  a  quorum  of  members  present.  A  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 


Thursbat,  January  30. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering, 
oy  law,  the  times  of  holding  the  district  courts 
within  tbe  districts  of  Connecticut  and  Virginia; 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Newton,  and  Mr.  Pond,  were 
appointed  tbe  committee. 

On  motioQ  of  Mr,  Poindcxter, 

Resoltedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to -inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of. providing,  by  laW)  for  the  di9poaal  of  all 
aoch  tracts  of  land,  lying  within  the  territories 
ceded  to  the  United  Statea  south  of  the  ^tate  of 
Tenoesseeyand  east  of  the  river  Mississippi,  claim- 


ed by  virtue  of  grants  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment of  West  Flotida,  in  cases  where  the  condi- 
tions precedent,  in  the  grant,  have  not  been  com- 
plied with,  and  the  claimant  or  claimants  arenot^ 
at  this  time,  citizens  of  the  United  States.    . 

SPOLIATIONS,  6k. 

Mr.  BiQBLOw  proposed  the  foliowibg  resolutioitr 
for  adoption,  which  wils  similar  to  one  which  the 
House  had  refused  to  enter  into  some  days  ago : 

«  Re$ohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  State*^ 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Hoose,  snch 
information  as  he  qiay  possess  in  relation  to  the  seiznrer 
capture^  and  condemnation  of  the  ships  and  merchan-^ 
disc  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Governments  of  Europe,  or  either  of  them^ 
which  has  pot  been  heretofore  communicated.*' 

Objections  were  made  to  this  resolution,  because 
the  House  had  already  decided  against  it ;  be- 
cause it  called  for  information  on  the  subjectv 
probably  at  present  matters  of  negotiation ;  and 
because  a  similar  resolution  had  been  entered  inta 
at  last  session,  which  was  probably  still  before 
tbe  Executive.  It  was  urged  in  favor  of  the  res- 
olution, that  the  information  was  necessary  and 
important,  in  order  to  come  to  a  correct  decision 
on  questions  which yvould  come  before  Congress; 
that  the  President  would  communicate  such 
things  only  as  w^e  proper  to  be  known ;  that 
though  a  similar  resolution  had  been  passed  at 
last  session,  and  considerable  progress  made  in 
collecting  the*  information  required;  yet,  if  not 
again  called  for,  no  report  would  be  made;  as  it 
was  believed  to  be  a  rule  with  the  Executive  aid 
the  departments,  when  information  wasaskod  for 
at  one  session,  which  could  not.  from  some  cir- 
cumstance or  other,  be  fdmishea  durjng  the  ses- 
sion, not  to  communicate  the  result  of  the  inquiiry 
at  a  future  session,  except  it  was  expressly  stated, 
in  the  resolution  calling  for  the  information,  that 
the  report  might  be -made  at  the  then  present  or 
a  succeeding  session  pf  Congress.  After  an  amend- 
ment, moved  by  Mr.  Blackleogb,  to  the  follow- 
ing effect,  tbe  resolution  was  adopted :  "  accom- 
^  panying  the  same  with  the jregulation,  order,  and 
^  decree,  un(ier  which  the  said  captures  were  made, 
^  and  information,  as  far  as  may  be,  how  far  the 

*  said  decree,. order,  or  regulation,  be  abandoned 

*  or  persevered  in,  by  the  nation  making  aoch 
^  capture." 

The  House  then  entered  upon  the  order  of  the 
day,  viz :  the  bill  for  classifying  and  arming  the 
Militia  of  the  United  Sutes ;  when  Mr.  Wright 
finished  his  observations  in  favor  of  the  bilL 
Messrs.  Stow^  Macon.  Little,  and  Williams, 
also  spoke  in  favor  of  tne  bill,  and  Messrs.  Widq- 
ERY  and  Mitchill  against  it.  The  question  on 
Mr.  Mitchill's  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  was  not  taken.    Adjourned. 

'FiUDAY,  January  31. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriationa  for 

the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment,  ibr  the 

year  1812;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
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to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bUl  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
six  companies  of  mounted  rangers,  daring  the 
year  1812. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  same  commiltee,  present- 
ed a  bill  making  appropriations  lor  the  support  of 
an  additional  military  force ;.  which  ^as  twice 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
13th  instant,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  district  courts  within  and  for 
the  district  of  Connecticut ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 

SELAH  BENTON. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Selah  Bed  ton  ; 
which  was  read  :  when,  Mr.  Gholson,  presented 
3,  bill  for  the  relief  of  Selah  Beoton  ;  w)iich  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  ot  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

That'  the  petitioner  claims  «  pension  in  conse- 
quence of  bodijj  disabilities  incurred  during  his  ser- 
▼ice  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  committee  arc  of 
opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not  strictly  entitled  to  a 
pension  according  to  the  rigid  provisions  of  the  exist- 
ing law  upon  this  subject,  inasmuch  as  he  was  not  ac- 
tually wounded  in  the  War.  They  are,  nevertfaeless, 
from  an  examination  of  all  the  testimony  accompany-  • 
ing  the  petition,  fblly  convinced  that  the  present  appli- 
cation is  embraced  by  the  spirit  in  which  the  statute 
providing  for  the  invalid  soldiers  of  the  Bevolutioh  was 
conceived,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  allowed.  Hie  peti- 
tioner, who,  it  appears,  served  with  honor  and  bravery 
in  all  the  various  offices  of  first  sergeant,' ensign,  first 
and  second  lieutenants,  and  captain,  firom  the  com- 
mencement until  alnioet  the  close  of  Uie  war,  when  he 
became  disabled,  has  established  two  positions  entirely 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee :  Ist.  That  his 
disability  arose  firom  disease  contracted  by  ^xposure  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  terminating  in  scorbutic 
ulcers ;  and  Sdly.  That  his  disability,  thus  sustained, 
has  disqualified  him  from  acquiring  a  maintenance  by 
bodily  labor.  Your  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
report  a  bill  for  the  petitioner's  relief. 

THE  MILITIA. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday;  and  the  ques- 
tion dependioff,  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  supplementa- 
ry to  *^  An  act  more  efifectually  to  provide* for  the 
national  defence  by  establishioig  an  uniform  mili- 
tia throughout  the  United  States,'*  and  to  ^'  An 
act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping 
the  wholebodyof  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
which  section  is  iti  the  following  words :  Section 
1,  ^  That  all  the  militia  of  the  United  States  lii^- 
'  ble  to  do  duty,  over  eighteen,  and  under  twen- 
'  ty-one  years  of  age,  shall  be  ealled  the  minor 
'  class  of  militia ;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
^  order  out  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  when- 
'  ever  detachments  of  militia  are  authorized ;  but 
'  they  shall  not  be  compelled  to  do  duty  oat  of  the 
'  State  or  Territory  in  whieh  they  severally  re- 


*  side,  nor  do^tinued  in  aetnal  service  for  more 
^  than  Uiree  months  at  any  one  time ;'!  was  again 
stated,  and  being  taken,  was  dietermined  in  theae* 
gative-^yeas  38,  nays  64,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  jr^  Stevenson  Archer,  Ktaktet 
Bacon,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa.  Fitch, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  Jack^n,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Alexander  McKim,  Aruhah  Metcalf,  Sam- 
uel Li  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
JQUn  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Bepjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  WitHam  Rodman,  George  Smith,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun., 
Labah  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgeiy, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

NjLTB— William  Anderson,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Oalhoun,  Langdon 
Cheves,  James'  CoQhran,  William  Crawford,  Soger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinamoor, 
WOliam'  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WiHiam  R. 
King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lewis  jun.,  Peter  Little, 
William  JiOwndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Jas. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,  John  lUndoIph,  William  U* 
Richardson,  Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneier 
Seaver;  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas 
Stow,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaforro,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Da^ 
R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn',  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mrl  Lacock  objected  to  the  n^ode  of  distribut- 
ing arms  amongst  the  militia,  adopted  in  the  bill, 
by  putting  them  in  the  hands  of  every  citizen  ar- 
riving at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  and  proposed 
an  amendment,  which  went  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  the  State  Legisliatures  to  deliver  the  arms  to 
the  citizens,  or  preserve  them  for  their  use  in  de- 
pots. This  amendment  produced  considerable  de- 
bate, and  was  finally  t^egatived— yeas  48,  nays 
67,  as  follows : 

Yxls— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Ezekiiol  Bacon,  John  Ba- 
ker, Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckinridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  A.  Bur- 
well, William  BiUer,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Qhittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger 
Davis,  Elias.  Earfe,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.Hyneman,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jun;,  Ahner  Lacock,.Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thoe. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  William  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond»  Peter  B.  Porter,  Etiaha 
R.  Potter,  William  Rised,  Jonathan  Roberto,  William 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Richard 
Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Burvrell  Bassett,  Wfi- 
Ham  W.  Bibb,  William  Blacklejige,  Robert  Brown, 
John  C. 'Calhoun,  Laogdon  Chaves,  Jamea  CochraBy 


1009 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1010 


February,  18t2. 


The  Militiih-^Approptiation  BUL 


H.  OP  R. 


>      Wilfiaia  Crawford,  John  Di^Trson,  Samtiei  Dmsmoor, 
I      Jame«  Fuk,  Mei^ack  Franklin,  Pateraon  Ctoodwjn, 
I      Edwin  Gray,  lamiah  L.  Green,  BoHin;  Hail,  Obed  Hail, 
John  A.  Hiirper,  Jacob  Hn%,  Ridiard.  M.  Johnson, 
I      JoMph  Kent,-  William  R.  King,  Joiaph  Lefever,  Peter 
I      Little,  William  Lowndet^  Aaron  Lyle,  Natlianie.l  Ma- 
,      con,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,.  Samnel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Aranah  Metcal^   James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  AntBony  New,  Stephen  Orms- 
by,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israed  Pickens,  James  Pleasants, 
jon^  John  Randolph,  William^.  Richardson,  Heniy 
M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  John  Roafie,  Ebenezei-  Sage, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Qhaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas 
Stow,  Williajm  Strong,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Talia- 
ferro, Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun., 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Thomas  Wil- 
son,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  question  being  on  eugrossing  the  bill,  for 

a  third  reading,  Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  recommit 

the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  in 

order  that  it  might  undergo  auch  amendments  as 

'     would  make  it  more  acceptable  to  seyeral  mem- 

I     bers  who  bad  objected  to  different  parts  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  returned  on  the  engrossment 

of  the  bill.    The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  upon 

the  question,  Messrs.  Bioelow/  Nelson,  Ghol- 

80N,  and  Troup,  assigned  their  reasons  why  thev 

I     should  vote  against  it,  and  the  House  adjourned, 

,     without  taking  the  question. 


Satubdat,  February  I. 

Mr.RBBA  laid  bafore  the  House  certain  papers 
in  rd'utation  of  the  charges  cootained  in  the  pre- 
sentment of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Baldwin  county, 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  against  Harrr  Toul- 
min,  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Washington 
district,  in  said  Territory ;  which  were  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  select  comniittee  appointed  on 
the  letter  from  Cowles  Mead. 

A  message  was  '  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming tbe  House  that  they  had  parsed  the  bill 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  corps,  with 
an  amendment,^  to  which  they  request  a  concur- 
rcncte.  - 

The  House  took  up  this  bill,  and  the  amendment 
being  stated,  it  was  concurred  in  without  a  divis- 
ion. The  amendment  was  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation for  carrying  the  object  of  the  bill  into 
effect,  from  three  millions  of  dollars  to  one  mil- 
lion. ■ 

THE  MILITIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams^  the  House 
took  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
which  was  the  bill  for  classing  and  arming  the 
militia.  The  ,questton  being  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  WioQBitT  moved  to  pofttpone  the  bill  inde- 
finitely.—Motion  negatived— 53  to  46. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maxwbll.  the  appropriation 
,  in  the  bill  was  reduced  from  foUr  hPondred  thou- 
I      sand  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  Annually. 


Mr.  KiHo  niovsd  to  strike  out  the  word  thiity- 
one,  to  insert  iri  its  place  the  word  "  thircy-five;" 
so  as  to  make  the  Junior  Class  of  the  militia, 
by  whom  the  heaviest  part  of  militia  duty  is  to 
be  performed,  consist  of  persons  over  twenty-one 
yeats  of  age  and  under  thirty-five.  This  amend- 
ment was  negatived,  there  being  only  41  votes  in 
its  favor. 

Mr.  Findlet  assigned  the  reasons  which  would 
induce  him  to  Vote  against  the  bilPs  being  en- 
grossed. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  wished  the  Committee- would 
suffer  the  bill  to  lie  on  the  table  until  Monday. 
He  had  necessarily  been  detained  from  the  House 
sipce  this  bill  capie  under  consideration,  and  bad 
not,  therefore,  been  able  to  pay  to  it  that  attention 
which  he  wished,  and  which  would  enable  him 
to  Vote  undersfaBdiogly  upon  it.  He  moved  to 
this  effect,  and  the  question  was  carried— 51  to  45. 

APPROPRIATIOIf  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on. the  hill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1812; 
and,  having  gone  through  the  bill,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  taken  up,  and  agreed  to,  except  in 
relation  to  an  appropriation  for  an  additional 
compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  several  depart- 
ments, not  exceedinff  fifteen  per  cent,  in  addition 
to  the  sums  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks," 
dbc.,«11234  33. 

Mr.  Alston  moved  to  strike  out  tbi?  appropri- 
ation in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Chairmsn  only.  When  the  bHl  came  before  the 
HocTse,  Mr.  A.  renewed  his  motion,  in  which  he 
was  seconded  bf  Mr.  Tali^maooe.  The  motion' 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bacon,  Mitchill,  Wil- 
liams, and  Wright. 

Those  opposed  to  making  this  allowance,  urged 
that,  if  the  salaries  fixed  for  the  clerks  of  each 
department  were  not  sufficient,  they  ought  to  be 
increased,  though  it  was  believed  they  were  am- 
ple, without  this  allowance;  that  this  additional 
compensation  was  believed  to  be  bestowed  chiefly 
H>n  favorites,  and  not  aceording  to  the  extra  busi- 
ness performed.  The  supporters  of  this  allow- 
ance, said  that  it  had  been  made  for  a  number  of 
years^  that  the  salaries  would  be  inadequate 
without  it ;  that  its  deliberation  was  left  with  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments,  who  certainly  might 
be  safety  trusted  with  it ;  that  it  served  to  reward 
faithful  and  extraordinary  services;  and  that,  hav- 
ing made  the  allowtniee  for  a  number  of  years,  it 
v^uld  be  hard  now  to  deprive  the  cterks  of  this  , 
part  of  their  compensation. 

"The  question  on  striking  out  this  appropriation 
from  the  bill,  wa^  carried — yeas  45,  nays  42,  as 
follows : 

YiAs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer>  John 
Baker,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Biown,  William  Butler^ 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  Asa 
Fitch,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Bollmg  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Ja- 
cob Httlty,  John  M.  Hy&eman,  Richard  Jackson,  joh.. 
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Joceph  Keat,  Wflfiam  B.  Kimg,  Atecr  liceock,  JMeph 
LeisTer,  FH«r  little,  BobertLeBoy  Lmngium,  Aaron 
Lf  le»  Archibald  McBrjde,  Sanoel  McKoe,  Akounder 
McKim,  Antmh  MeUtif,  James  Morgan,  Thomaa 
Newbold,  Elttha  R.  Potter,  WiUias  Keed,  John  Roane, 
William  Bodman,  Tbomaa  8ammoH«,  Ebenexer  8ea- 
Ter,  Saraod  Shaw,  William  Strong,  Benjamin  Tall- 
aadge,  Pierre  Tan  Cortlandt,  jr^  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Darid 
Bud,  Bnnrdl  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WilHam 
BlaeUedge,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  John  C.  Calhonn, 
Epaphroditos  Champion,  William'  Crawford,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Ghobon,  Peterson 
Goodwjn,  Aylett  Hawes,  Lyman  Law,  Nathaniel 
Maeon,  Thomas  Moore,  WiUiam  MeCoy,  James  Mil* 
nor,  8amnel  Lc  Mitdiill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Anthony  New,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  jnnier,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, WiUiam  M,  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Rtdgaly,  Bato- 
nel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Ebenexer  Sage,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  l^bert,  George  Smi^  Philip  Stauirt,  John  Tah- 
alerro,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tnrqer,  jr^  Datid  R.  Wil- 
liams,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  bill  cootained  in  it  a  pmrngraph  for  allow- 
iog  a  eoiBpeD9auon  lo  the  Marsluls  and  aasistaor 
Marshals,  for  lakio^  ao  account  of  the  manufae* 
tures  of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  porpose  — ^ 
dollars. 

This  paragraph  was  stricken  oot  in  Comliiittee 
of  the  Whole.  When  the  bill  came  beibre  the 
House,  Mr;  Nbwton  moved  to  restore  it,  and  to 
fill  the  blank  with  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  He 
stated  that  seventy  thonsand  dollars  had  been 
asked  for  this  purpose  at  the  last  session,  but  only 
thirty  thousand  aporopciated,  which  was  so  far 
ihort  of  what  was  deemed  sufficient,  that  no  dis- 
tribution had  been  made  of  it  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

This  motion  was,  opposed  by  Mr.  Mitobill, 
who  said  that  he  expected,  before  Congress  were 
called  upon  (or  any  additional  appropriation^  to 
have  had  laid  belore  them  a  digested  sutement 
of  these  manufactures;  but  he  had  understood 
that  this  business  had  been  so  badly  performed  by 
many  of  the  Marshals,  that  the  Secreury  found  it 
next  to  impossible  to  make  any  satisCictory  view 
of  the  subject  from  the  returns  which  he  had  re- 
ceived. It  was  his  opinion,  that  some  of  tjie  Mart 
shals  deserved  no  compensation,  whilst  others 
ha(l  performed  the  service  in  a  manner  tha(  rich- 
ly deserved  reward.  Amon^  the  former  descrip- 
tion of  returns,  Mr.  M.  mentioned  South  Caroli- 
na, Maryland,  New  Jersey,  and  the  District  of 
Columbia ; '  amongfit  the  latter,  Massachusetu, 
Pennsylvania,  and  New  York. 

Mr.  Newton  suffered  the  bill  to  pass  without 
taking  a  questloq  on  restoring  this  part  of  it.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


Monday,  February  3. 
Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes 


daring  the  yc^r  1812;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  «  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  Wed- 
nesday next. 

An  engrossed  bill,  makins  approprtatkHis  k: 
the  snppoit  of  Qovemment,  dnriag  the  year  1811 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  Hoose  saadry 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  o€  Vir- 
ginia, approbatory  of  the  measures  pursued  fay  the 
General  (Government  towards  Ckeat  Britmin,  and 
declaring  that,  ^  peace,  as  we  now  hare  it,  is  dis- 
gracefoL  and  war  is  honorable,*'  and  expresiTv 
of  their  determination  to  support  all  measares 
which  may  be  adopted  in  vindication  of  the  rigkis 
and  honor  of  the  United  States. — Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  3uiies,  transmitting  a  report  of  ilie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement 
of  prcyceedings  under  the  "Act  to  regulate  the 
laying  oot  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberlaod. 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio." 

CHRISTOPHER  MILLER. 

Mr.  Obm 8BT,  from  the  committee  appointed  oo 
the  14th  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Christopher  Miller ;  which  was  read  twice^and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  O.  also  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  said  Christopher  Miller  which  was 
read.    The  report  is  a^  foUows : 

It  q>pears  to  your  committee  that,  in  the  year  17H 
Oenerml  Anthony  Wayne,  who  then  commanded  the 
Unitad  States'  army,  <wtennined  t»  send  a  flag  to  the 
Indians,  in  order  that  a  peaoa  might  be  effected  with- 
oat  fiirther  warfiue.  That  the  said  Wayne  was  mmUt 
ta  find  any  penon  in  his  army  possessing  the  neosi- 
sary  ^nahficattons,  who  would  undertake  the  hazardow 
enterprise,  exoept  the  petitioner,  who  was  intimately 
aoqnaintod  with  their  manners  and  their  language; 
and,  on  this  account,  was  the  more  sotidtoos  that  be 
should  carry  the  flag  to  th^  Indians.  That  the  peti« 
tioner,  as  an  inducement  to  act  in  obedience  to  the 
wishes  of  Genwal  Wayne,  was  told  by  him  that  the 
Government  wonld  make  him  independent.  T*he  pe- 
titioner, at  the  evident  hazard  of  his  life,  did  proceed 
with  the  flag  sent  by  the  said  Wayne,  and  commenced 
the  negotiation,  which  terminated  succeosfhlly. 

Tour  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  the  death  of  General  Wayne  prevented  him  from 
making  known  to  the  Government  the  claim  of  the  pe* 
titioner,  and  they  are  satisfied  that  his  pretensioBe  to  s 
remuneration  from  the  Government  are  mneh  strength- 
ened by  the  consideration  of  the  great  danger  he  en- 
conntered,and  the  knowledge  which  he  mast  have  pos- 
sessed of  that  danger  previous  to  his  departure ;  fi» 
General  Hardin  and  Major  Trueman,  who  had  undei^ 
taken  similar  expeditions  to  the  Indians,  had  beea 
killed.bnt  a  very  shest  time  befi>re. 

When  your  committee  reflect  on  the  advantages 
which  flowed  from  the  conduct  of  the  petitioner,  tbs 
dangerous  nature  of  the  enterprise,  and  the  promise  d 
General  Wayne  given  to  him,  on  tiie  frith  of  a  aoldier, 
tiiat  he  should  be  amply  remunerated,  they  oannot 
hesitate  to  eay,  that  the  Government  ought  to  cany 
this  pQHnise  into  execution. 
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NEW  YORK  CANALS, 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  reifo- 
lation  of  the  Legiftlature  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
declaring  that,  id  their  opinion,  the  expense  of 
the  canal  contetinplated  to  be  cat  from  the  Great 
Lakes  to  Hudson  river,  ought  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  General  Government. — Referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Compa- 
ny, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Th^  document  is  as  follovvs : 

Zanxsyilli,  Ohio,  Jan.  18,  1812. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  cppj 
of  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  cont^emplated  canal 
between  the  river  Hudson  and  the  Great  Lakes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble 
•errant/  RETURN  J.  MEIGS. 

Hon.  HxiTBT  Clat, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps.,  U.  & 

JAlfUAKT  17,  1812. 

Where^  the  Commisiioiiers,  appointed  under  tlie 
fiAt  section  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  passed  the  8th  day  of  April,  1811,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  to  proTide  for  the  improvement  of  .the 
internal  navigation  of  the  State/'  have,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  said-  act,  applied  in  behalf  Of  said 
State  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  for  their  aid  and 
coioperation  in  carrying  into  efiec^  the  objej^  contem- 
plated in  said  act,  and  have  paHicularly  solicit^  the 
mfluence  of  this  State  in  the  public  councils  of  our 
coQBtry  for  that  purpose,  being  fuUy  ijopressed  with  a 
sense  of  the  importance  of  the  object  as  well  ^B  vrith 
the  respectful  attention  due  to  our  sister  jStates ; 
therefore, 

Retfolved,  hy  ike  Smote  and  House  of  Rtpresenta^ 
Uvea  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  they  consider  the  com<- 
munication,  by  means  of  the  canal  navigation,  between 
the  Great  Lakes  and  Hudson  river,  as  a  project  of  na- 
tional concern ;  that  the  accomplishment  of  such  a 
project,  free  from  a  transit  of  duty,  would  have  the 
most  extensive  and  beneficial  effects,  by  facilitating  the 
intercourse  between  remote  parts  of  the  United  States ; 
diminishing  the  expense  of  tnmsportation,  thereby  ren- 
dering the  produce  of  our  oountoy  more  valuable,  the 
price  of  foreign  commodities  cheaper ;  and  that  its  ten- 
dency would  be  to  Mioouragre  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, internal  commerce^  ana ,  to  strengthen  the  bond 
of  union  between  the  Stipes. 

Reaohedy  As  the  sense  of  this  General  Assembly, 
that  it  would  be  exp^entfor  the  expense  of  said  canal 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  United  States  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  that  the  same  be 
free  from  toll  or  transit- du^,  for  the  transportation  of 
produce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise,  thereon. 

Reaohed,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  the 
Fre^dent  of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Congress,  the  Governor  of  (he  State  of  New  York;  and 
to  our  Representatives,  and  each  of  our  Senators,  in 
Congress. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  Hoase  ag^ain  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  classing  and  arming  the  militia  cdf  the 
united  States. 

Mr.  TALLHADGB^saidy  that  having  been  absent 


from  .his  seat  when  this  bill  was  under  discussion 
he  could  not  profit  by  any  remarks  which  had 
been  made.  He  would,  however,  submit  &  few 
considerations  which  had  occurred  to  hi?  mind, 
and  which  woi^ld  induce  hin^  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  on  the  table.  That  his  re- 
marks might  be  definite  and  precise,  he  would 
endeavor  to  pursue  the  following  arrangement: 

1st.  He  would  examine  the  Constitution  as  to 
the  powers  given  to  Congress  to  legislate  upon  this 
subject. 

2ad.  Inquire  how  far  those  powers  had  been 
executed  by  anv  previouerluw. 

3rd.  He  would  endeavor  to  test  the  principles 
of  this  hill  by  the  Constitution,  by  the  militia 
law  passed  by  Congress,  and  by  the  laws  and 
usages  of  the  States. 

As  to  the  powers  given  by  the  Constitution, 
Mr.  T.  remarked  that  they  would  be  found  under 
the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con* 
stkution  of  the  United  States — "Congress  shall 
*J)ave  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 

*  mi4itia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
^  press  insurrections  and  repel  invasions." 

"To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 
^  ciplininfi^  the  Doiilitia,  and  for  governing  such 
'  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service 
^  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  States  re- 
'  spectively  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and 
'  the  authority  of  training'  the  militia  according 
'  to  tlie  discipline  prescribe;d  by  Congress."  So, 
also  in  defining. the  powers  of  the  President  of 
th^  United  States,  he  is  styled,  "the  Command- 

*  er-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
^  States  and  of  the.  militia  of  the  several  States, 
^  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United 

*  States." 

Hence,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  appears  that  all  the 
military  force  of  our  country  is  divided  into  two 
classes,  the  army  and  the  militia;  the  former  is 
exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  General 
Government,  and  the  latter  is  the  great  military 
bulwark  of  tne  States  respectively.  So  cautious 
were. the  sages  who  framed  the  Constitution  of 
the  peculiar  and  appropriate  rights  of  the  States, 
that  they  have  ghren  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  no  control  over  the  militia  only  when 
called  out  by  authority  6f  the  Government,  and 
for  the  three  express  purposes  defined  in  the  Con- 
stitution. These  and  these  only,  I  contend,  form 
the  grounds  or  reasons  on  which  the  service  of 
the  militia  may  be  required  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

With  this  plain  exposition  of  the  Constitution, 
I  will  pass  on  to,  the  second  proposition,  and  in- 
quire how- far  the  powers  vestea  in  the  General 
Government  have  been  carried  into  execution. 

After  various  attempts  had  been  made,  and  ela- 
borate, sy^ems  had  been  proposed  and  rejected, 
on  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  Congress  passed  a  law 
"  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
^  fence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  through- 

*  out  the  United  States.^' 

By  a  careful  examination  of  this  law  it  will  be 
perceived  that,  in  all  its  provisions,  the  Constitu- 
tional limits  have  not  been  transcended ;  but  that 
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the  prominent  features  of  this  law  consist  of  pro- 
visions to  enroll  or  embody ;  to  arm  and  accoutre; 
to  arrange  and  organize;  to  officer  Qnder  State 
authorities,  and  to  discipline  or  train  the  militia 
according  to  the  system  pi'ovided  by  Congress. 
It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  law,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
militia  to  arm  and  clothe  themselves  at  their  owTi 
expense,  and  the  quality  and  desc^ription  of  their 
arms  were  particularly  designated. 

On  the  2d  of  Mftrchj^  1803.  another  law  was 
passed,  supplementary  to  the  foregotag,  in^which 
additional  duties  were  required  of  the  Adjutant^ 
General — a  Q,uartermaster's  Department  was  es- 
tablished, and  every  militiaman  enjoined  to  be 
completely  furnished  with  arms,  accoutrements, 
and  ammunition,  agreeable  to  the  requisitions  of 
the  aforesaid  act. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1808,  an  additipnal  law 
was  enacted,  authorizing  an  annual  appropriation 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars^  to  purchase 
arms  and  military  equipments,  which  were  to  be 
distributed  to  the  several  States  and  Territories, 
in  proportion  to  their  effective  militia,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Legislatures  should 
respectively  prescribe  by  law.  From  the  most 
caireful  examination  I  have  been  able  to  give  this 
subject,  I  believe  the  foregoing  laws  comprehend 
all  the  regulations  which  have  been  made  relative 
to  the  militia  of  the  several  States  and  Territo- 
ries. Other  laws  have  been  passed  reletting  to 
draughts  from  the  militia,  which  have  no  bearing 
upon  (his  question. 

Sdly.*  I  come  now  to  test  the  principles  of  the 
bill  before  the  House,  by  the  Constitution,  and 
the  system  adopted  by  the  Cbvemment  hereto- 
fore. I  inquire,  then,  what  urgent  occasion  is 
there  for  this  bill?  Gentlemen  say  that  the  old 
system  is  inadeqdate  to  its  object.  But.  suffer 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  inquire  from  whence  do  these 
objections  arise  ?  Are  they  made  by  those  who 
have  carried  the  laws  into  practicable  effect,  or 
by  those  States  where  the  militia  laws  have  been 
scarcely  re^rdedl  Most  assuredly  not  the  form- 
er— and  with  how  ill  a  grace  they*  are  made  by 
those  who  have  never  carried  the  militia  laws  in- 
to operation  I  leave  for  the  ^od  sense  of  this 
House  \o  determinew  Sir.  the  militia  of  the  Norths 
em  States,  by  a  close  adherence  to  the  law,  and  a 
careful  attention  to  its  requisitions,  have  become 
formidable  armies^  themselves  for  all  purposes  to 
which  the  services  of  the  militia  cai;i  constitution- 
ally be  directed.  They  are  the  military  boast  and 
pride  of  our  country,  and  no  man  feels  himself 
degraded  by  being  enrolled  with  his  neighbors  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  militia. 

lu  addition  to  this  the  present  militia  system 
has  been  long  in  operation. .  It  commenced  with 
the  firiit  settlement  of  our  cobntry,  and  with  the 
slight  alterations  and  amendments  since  has  bei^n 
found  to  answer  the  ^rand  objects  to  i^hieh  this 
force  ought  constitutions^Uy '  to  be  directed.  I 
would  further  remark,  that  being  now  so  full jr 
ingrafted  into  our  State  codes,  and  forming  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  our  habits,  (\  speak  more 
especially  of  the  Northern  StatesJ  no  small  in- 


convenience would  result  to  the  community'  by 
the  iadopting  th^  provisions  of  this  bill. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark  that  the  classify- 
ing principle  of  this  bill  would  inirodoce  novel 
distinctions,  and  would  oppose  odious  and  op- 
pressive burdens  on  that  portion  of  our  cittzeos 
who  are  enrolled  in  the  militia.  And  who,  I  pray 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  militiaof  our  eouotry  1 
In  addition  to  the  duties  which  they  perform  as 
being  the  natural  guardians  of  our  rights  in  arms, 
they  lire  the  sovereigns  of  this  country,  and  hold 
in  their  hands  the  Constitutional  right  to  remove 
us  from  these  seats  whenever  ihev  please. 

I  add  once  more  that  the  classifying  principle 
which  forms  the  most  prominent  feature  of  this 
bill,  stoells  too  strong  of  the  detestable  conscrip- 
tion of  the  French  Emperor  to  become  palatea- 
hie  to  our  own  countrymen.  Whatever  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  brought  in  this  bill 
(Mr.  Williams)  may  say  of  the  French  con- 
scription being  very  similar  to  our  code,  I  insist 
on  It  that  light  and  darkness  are  scarcely  more 
unlike  thaa  the  practical  operations  of  those  two 
principles.  Is  it  possible  that  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  can  see  no  difference  between  the 
equal  voluntary  service  of  our  Countrymen,  em- 
bodied to  defend  their  dearest  rights,  or  to  enforce 
the  execution  of  otir  laws,  and  the  involuntary, 
detestable  service  to  which  -all  the  jouth  of 
France  and  her  dependencies  are  subjected  by 
the  Bonepartean  conscription  %  Are  the  ckaiMt 
and  handcuffs  which  adorn  the  young  conscript 
on  his  march  from  lii?  father's  house  to  some 
military  depot  in  France  to  be  compared  with  the 
operation  of  our  militia  laws  in  this  free  Repnb- 
lic?  And  willthe  gentleman  venture  to  assert 
that  there  is  no  difference  between  the  Constitu- 
tional appropriate  service  of 'our  militia,  and  the 
dreadful  prospects  presented  to  the  conscripts  of 
France^  chained  to  the  destinies  of  a  military  des- 
pot)  and  obliged  to  pursue  the  objects  of  his  ambi- 
tion wherever,  and  against  whomsoever,  direc ted  1 
Sir,  I  cannot  express  ray  astonishment  when  I 
hear  such  remarks  madje  within  these  walls,  nor 
will  I  cease  to  expose  and  reprobate  them  so  long 
as  I  have  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

But  the  doctrine  which  I  wish  to  enforce  is, 
that  the  power  contained  in  this  bill  is  not  war- 
ranted by  the  Constitution.  The  whde  power 
given  to  Congress,  relative  to  this  point,  is  to 
provide Jbr  organizing  arming^  and  diBciplinmg 
the  militia.  Will  any  gentleman  say  that  under 
this  provision  is  given  an  authority  to  class  the 
militia,  and  designate  particular  duties  to  be  per- 
formed by  them  7  If  powers  not  given  are  actu- 
ally retained,  th6n  shall  I  contend  that  this  power 
belongs  alone  to  the  Slates.  As  I  consider  the 
interference  of  the  General  Government  with  the 
Slate  authorities,  in  relatipn  to  the  militia,  to  be 
dangerous  in  the  extreme,  I  would  cauuously 
ffuard  against  the  first  encroachments  upon  those 
important  rights. 

if  an  army  should  be  thus  formed  from  con- 
scripts, called  out  under  the  imposing  title  of  clas- 
sified militia,  it  would  be  an  army  unknown  to 
the  Constitution,    Indeed,  as  the  case  might  be, 
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the  physical  force- of  the  States  might  be  so  dis- 
,  posed  of.  as  that,  in  the  haods  of  an  aspiring,  am- 
bitious President,  the  liberties  of  this  conntry 
wonld  be  greatly  jeopardfzed.  Let  such  a  Presi^ 
dent  hav«  power  to  call  those  conscripts  to  per- 
form military  duty  wherever  he  should  think 
proper,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  what  should  pre- 
vent him  from  destroying  your  liberties  by  the  aid 
of  his  regular  troops?  Against  such  possible 
evils,  I  wish  to  interpose  every  practical  cnecL 

Having  made  these  general  remarks,  I  will 
now  examine  some  of  tne  sections  of  this  bill, 
and  dismiss  the, subject. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  bill  an  authority  is 
givea  tatbe  President  of  the  United  States  to  order 
out  the  minor  class,  or  any  part  of  it,  whenever  de- 
taefamentt  from  the  militia  should  be  authorized* 
This  power,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  too  ffreat  far  me  to 
consent  to  give.  If  this  section  of  the  bill  should 
pass  in  its  present  form,  all  the  youth  of  our 
country  fVom  eighteen  to  twenty-one  years  of 
age  would  be  placed  under  the  control  bf  the 
President,  which,  I  am  persuaded,  the  Constitu- 
tion never  contem[)lated. 

The  seventh  section  provides  for  punishing  any 
officer  who  should  fail  to  perform  his  duty^as  re- 
ouired  by  this  act,  by  cashiering,  or  mulcting,  or 
nning,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars.'  I  utterly  ob- 
ject to  tbb  provision  because  no. such  authority  is 
vested  in  the  GeneralNCSovernment,  no!-  c^an  we 
interfere  with  punishments  b)r  courts  martial,  un- 
der the  Authority  of  the  individual  States.  How, 
I  beg  leave  (o  ask,  are  such  courts  to  be  formed ; 
and,  in  case  of  fine,  by  what  process  is  the  money 
to  be  collected  ?  A  nre  mention  of  these  diffi- 
culties,' I  should  hope,  would  be  sufficient  to  sbow 
the  absurdity  of  the  provision. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  this  bill,  provision  is 
made  for  furnishing  every  militiaman,  who  shall 
arrive  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  with  a  stand 
of  arms.  To  the  principle  of  this  provision  I  do 
not  object;  but,  as  I  d'o  believe  this  method  of 
delivering  out  the-  arms  is  more  objectionable 
than  that  which  is  provided  by  law,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  this  alteration.  We  have  a  standing  law 
anpropriating  $200,000  annually  for  the  purchase 
01  arms,  which  directs  the  distribution  of  the 
same  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  for  the  use  of  their  n^ilitia ;  and  under 
their  direction  I  wish  to  see  the  distribution  made. 
In  fact,  I  wish  to  maintain  the  true  Constitutional 
character  of  our  militia,  as  belonging  to  the  sev- 
eral States,  and '  not  as  militia  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  same  section,  the  oath  required  to  be 
taken  before  the  stand  of  arms  can  be  delivered, 
as  the  case  may  be,  will  deprive  the  State  of  the 
service  of  one  of  her  citizens,  or  he  must  perjurfe 
himself  to  obtain  the  stand.  No  provision  is 
made  where  arms  may  be  lost  in  battle,  or  by  any 
other  unavoidable  accident. 

I  have  strong  objections  to  other  sections  of 
,  this  bill,  particularly  to  the  eleventh  and  thir- 
teenth sections,  which  I  will  leave  to  other  gen- 
I     tlemen  who  may  follow  me. 

Although  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  accord  in 


any  measure  which  nffay  be  calculated  to  perfect 
tbe  present  militia  system  of  tbe  United  States, 
yet  I  cannot  consent  to  innovate' upon  any  of 
those  ^reat  principles  which  bind  tbe«ervices  of 
the  militia,  most  emphatically,  to  the  States  and 
Territories  in  which  they  reside.  I,  therefore, 
hope  the  bill  on  your  uble  will  not  pass. 

Messrs.  Q^uincy,  and  Law,  spoke  against  the 
bill ;  and  Messrs.  Wulliamb  and  WriCiht  in  fa- 
vor of  it.  The  House  adjourned,  without  taking 
the  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

TuBSBATy  February  4. 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  to  tbe  House  a  letter  ad* 
dressed  to  him  by  the  Gh>vemor  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  '^  recom- 
mending to  their  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  the  expediency  of  stipulating  for  the 
nearest  po&»ble '  ronte  for  a-  wa^on  road  from 
Enoxville  to  Augusta,  in  Georgia  through  the 
country  of  the  Cherokee  Indiang."— Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon' to  tbe  House. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  repott  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  amount  of  de- 
p^sitiea  of  public  moi^y  in  banks,  reported,  in 
part,  a  bill  repealing  the  tenth  section  or  the  "Act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Batak  of  the 
United  States ;"  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  W^ole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  recommitted  tbe 
bill  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of 
Washinfl^on,  reported  an  amendatory  bill ;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursdasf  next. 

Tne  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
eleventh  ultimo;  whicb  was  read, and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  befojre  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting two  statements  of  importations  io  Amer- 
ican and  foreign  vessels  for  one  year,  ending  the 
thirtieth  of  September.  1810;  which  were  read, 
apd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  name,  rank,'  pay,  and  rations, 
of  each  commissioned  and  warrant  officer  of  the 
Navy,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
twenty-third  ultimo;  whi^h  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  tabl^. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the'  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  to  promote 
4he  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  secur- 
ring,  for  a  limited  time,  to  the  inventors,  the  ex- 
clusive riffht  to  their  respective  discoveries  f  in 
which  bill  they  desire  tbe  concurrence  of  this 
House. 
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The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Gommittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  sapplemeDtal  to  an  act  for 
raising,  for  a  limited  time,  a  militarf  foroe. 

Mr.  Williams  explained  the  object  of  this  bill 
to  be  to  provide  for  moaoting  a  regiment  of  horse 
artillery,  directed  to  be  raised  by  a  law  of  1808, 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendilieot,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  making  further  appropriation 
for  the  defence  oi  our  maritime  frontier. 

The  blank  in  the  bill  for  thp  appropriation,  wtt 
filled  with  a  million  of  dollars.  The  House  con- 
curred in  the  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  the  Western  boun- 
dary of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  satisfying 
military  bounties  of  the  officers  aid  soldiers  of 
the  Virginia  Continental  Line.  After  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

THE  MHiTTIA. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  classing  and  arming  th^  militia  of  the  United 
States.  The  question  was  on  the  bill's  going  to 
a  third  reading*  Messrs.  Biqelow,  Moseley, 
RpEA,  knd  Stur'ges,  spoke  against  the  bill's  being 
engrossed;  and  the  latter  gentleman  concludied 
his  observations,  by  a  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Harper  proposed  to  amend  the  motion,  by 
adding  to  it,  *'•  for  the  nurpose  of  reporting  two 
separate. bills — one  for  classiog,  the  otner  for  arm- 
ing the  militia."  Mr.  Sturges  accepted  the 
amendment  as  a  part  of  the  motion. 

Messrs.  Harper,  Porter,  RHEA,GH0L80if,and 
WiDGERT,  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  arm- 
ing the  militia,  but  not  of  classing  the  militia. 

Messrs.  Williams,  Macon,  and  Wriobt, 
(members  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill,) 
opposed  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill.  They 
wished  the  sense  of  the  House  to  be  taken  upon 
it,  without  further  loss  of  time;  but  if  the  House 
decided  in  favor  of  a  recommitment,  they  hoped 
the  bill  would  not  be  sent  back  to  them,  as  they 
had  reported  such  a  bill  as  thev  approved ;  and 
if  it  were  to  be  new- modelled,  they  wished  it  to 
go  to  those  gentlemen  who  had  expressed  so  much 
dissatisfaction  with  it,  though  they  believed  but 
£ew  of  them  would  vote  for  it  in  any  shape. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  lost,  tliere 
beioe  only  30  votes  for  it^ 

The  question  was  theb  t$ken  upon  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  and.  cfirried — yeas  62,  nays  59, 
as  follows : 

Tx AS  ~ Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson^ 
John  Baker,  Burwell  BanMtt,  William  W.  Bibb,  Jas. 
Breckenridge,  John  C.  Calhoun;  Langdon  Chevte, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  Wm. 
Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Sanmel  Dias- 
moor,  Ellas  Barle,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  Felix  Grundy,  BolUng  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  Jacob  Hufij,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel 


Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Atchibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  AraiMh 
Metcrif^  James.  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WUliam  M.  Richardson,  Heniy 
M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samud  Shaw,  Daniel  Qhettej, 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stnart,  Silas  Stow, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Oeorge  M.  Troop, 
David  K.  Williams,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  AbijahBigelow,HarmflaiusBleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  Bntler, 
Epaphroditns  Champion,  Martih  Chittenden,  John  Dav- 
enport, junior,  Ro^r  Davii^  William  Ely,  James 
EmoiU  William  Findley,  Asa  FiU^  Thomas  Ghobon, 
Thomas  R.  Gold^  Peterson  CkMMlwyn,  Edward  Gray, 
John  A.  liarper,  Aylett  Hawes,  4ohn  M.  Hyneman, 
Ridiard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  I^aw,  Robert  Le  Boy 
Ltvingstofi,  Aaron  Lyle,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mil* 
chiO,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  William 
Piper  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  ioniort 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Pottei, 
Josiah  Qnincy,  William  Reed,  Johii  Rhea»  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammona,  Adam 
Seybert,  Georgsf  Smith,  Richard  SUnford,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Beniamm 
TaUmadge,  Uri  Tragr,  Charles  Turner,  jun^  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  MBute, 
Robert  Whitehill,  WiUiam  Widgery,  and  Thomas 
Wilson, 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow.   ' 

Wbdnb6day,  Fe|)ruary  4. 

Mr.  Bak^R  presented  a  petition  of  sundry-  in- 
habitants of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, praying  permission  to  cut  a  canal  around  the 
western  end  of  the  causeway  betweei^  Mason's 
Island  and  the  Virginia  shore  of  the  Potomac 
river,  and  also  to  cut  a  canal  between  the  main 
land  and  Alexander's  Peninsula,  and  that  the  cor- 
poration of  the  town  of  Alexandria  may  be  aQ« 
thorized  to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  property^ or  citi- 
srens  of  the  town  to  execute  the  work. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Speaker  laid  before,  the  House  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  declaring  that  they  feel  deeply  sen- 
sible of  the  continued  violations  of  our  national 
rights  by  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  that,  if 
they  are  not  discontinued,  they  ought  to  be  resisted 
with  the  whole  power  of  the  country ;  and  that, 
in  the  event  of  a  war  with  either  of  the  belliger- 
ents of  Euroi^e,  "  the  State  of  Kentucky  will  coo- 
tribute,  to  the  last  mite  of  her  resource,  to  main- 
tain the  contest  and  support  the  rights  of  the  na- 
tion against  such  lawless  violations." 

Thi&  resolutions  weire  read,  and  together  with 
the  resolutions,  of  a  similar  nature,  raised  by  the 
Legislatures  or  the  States  of  North  Carolina,  Vir- 
e ioia.  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  by  a 
public  meeting  in  the  State  ot  New  Jersey,  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  petition 
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of  the  Synod  of  EeDtaeky,  praying  that  the  matk 
of  the  United  States  may'not  be  carried  on  tbe^ 
Sabbath  day,  except  on  extraordinary  occasions. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate  **  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  science  and  usefal  arts^  by  securing,  fbr 
a  limited  time,  to  the  inventors,  the  exclasire  ri^ht 
to  their  respective  discoveri^,"  was.  reAd  twice, 
and  committee!  ^^^  select  committee. 

Ml*.  Newton,  Mr..  Golo,  Mr,  Pitkin,  Mr. 
LowNDBS,  and  Mr.  Milnor,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

An  engrossed  bHl  supplementary  to  '^An  act  to 
raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force,''  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed^ 

THE  MILITIA. 

An  engrossed  bill  snpple.mentary  to  ^  Aq  act 
more  eflfectuall^  (o  provide  for  the  national  defence 
by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  thronghoat  the 
United  Stales,"  and  to  "  An  act  making  provision 
for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  tne.third 
time ;  and  on  the  question  that  the  same  'do  pass, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  55,  nays 
58,  as  follows: 

TxAa — Willis  Abton,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  John 
Baker,  BurweU  Bfissett^  WUliam  W.  ^ibb,  James 
Breckenridge,  John  O.  Calhonn,  Langdon  Chieves, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
John  Dawson,  Samnel  Dinsmoor,  EHas  Earle,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
BoUing  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hnftj,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  JLefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan., 
Peter  Little,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Aranah  Bletoal^ 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Stephaa  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebene- 
xer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  She£ky, 
John  SmiUe,  Philip  Stuart,  SUas  Stow,  WUliam  Strong, 
GM>rge  M.  Troup,  David  R.  WiJliams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Wright* 

Nats— Stevenson  Archer,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Abijah  BigelowvHarmanus  Blocker,  Adam  Boyd, 
Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Wm. 
Findfey ,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Peterson  Goodwjrn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawcs,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living8ton,A&ron  Lyle, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Hugh  Kelson,  Thomas  Newton,  WilHam  Piper, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  Jr.,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  ElbhaR.  Potter,  William  Reed, 
John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thoe. 
Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  George  Bmith,  Riehard 
Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Charles  Turner,  jr« 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  WhitehiU,  William  Widgeiy,  and  Thos. 
Wilion. 

[The  foilowin|t  is  an  abstract  of  the  arguments 
tised  for  and  against  the  bill. 
This  bill  provided  that  the  milhia  should  be 


divided  into  three  classes^  viz :  Minor,  Joniomnd 
Senior  Classes.  The  first  to  consist  of  youths 
over  eighteen  and  under  twenty-'one  years ;  to  be 
called  out  for  three  months  at  a  time  only,  and 
within  their  own  State ;  the  second,  to  consist  of 
citizens  OVer  twenty-ooe  and  Under  thirty-one 
years  age,  to  be  employed  for  tweWe  months  at  a 
time,  in  any  manner  in  which  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  direct;  and  the  last  to 
consist  of  citizens  over  thirty-ooeand  under  fofty<*> 
five  years  of  age,  liable  to  be  jcalled  out  for  six 
months  at  a  time,  in  the  State  in  which  they  live, 
or  an  adjoining  State.  The  bill  also  provides 
that  dvery  youth  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen,^ 
shall  be  provided  with  a  stand  of  armaat  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Gk>vernment. 

This  bill  w«s  supported  by  Messrs.  D.  R.  Wil- 
LUMSi  Maoon,  Wrictbt,  Stow,  Randolph  and 
Smilib,  on  the  following  grounds.  In  behalf  of 
the  classification,  U  was  said,  that  in  consideration 
of  youths  from  eighteen  to, t wen ty^one  being^gen- 
erally  engaged  in  either  obtaining  an  education, 
or  in  learning  some  trade  or  profession  to  fit  them 
for  future  us^uloess  in  life,  they  had  laid  the  bur- 
den of  military  service  lightly  on  them^  and  con- 
fined them  within  a  moderate  distance  from  theii 
homes :  That  on  the  next  class,  consisting  of  citi- 
zens in  the  prime  of  life,  considering  them  as  being 
possessed  of  the  great  physical  strength  and  spirit 
of  the  comtnunity,  they  bad  laid  the  heaviest  bur- 
den of  du^,  though  no  n^ore  than  every  citizen 
is  at  present  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  perform : 
On  the  senior  dass,  they  imposed  a  lighter  duty, 
because  they  consider  them  as  being  more  neces- 
sary at  home,  and  as  being  (ess  able  to  sustain  ser- 
vice than  the  persons  composing  the  second  class. 
Though  at  first  view,  i(  might  appear  that  the  ser- 
vice was  unequal,  yet  it  was  stated  that  if  it  were 
considered  that  every  man  who  lived  to  be  of  the 
age  of  forty -five,  would  pass  through  all  the  clas- 
ses, it  would,  in  the  end,  be  a  penect  system  of 
equality,  and  considerably  lessen  the  present  bur- 
den of  militia  service,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
would  afibrd  to  the  country  its  most  efficient  force 
whenever  it  should"  be  necessary  to  call  out  the 
militia ;  and  though  one-third  only  of  the  whole 
number  .of  citizens  liable  todomilttia  duty,coula 
be'  called  out  to  any  considerable  distance  from 
home,  yet,  from  our  increased  population,  it  was 
argued,  this  would  foe  a  greater  force  than  the 
Qovernment  could  possibly  vrant  for  any  distant  * 
service  \  and  the  minor  and  senior  classes  would 
be  always  ready  to  perform  the  service  in  their 
own  and  adjoining  State.  Under  this  arrangne- 
ment,  it  was  said,  every  citizen  would  know  the 
kind  of  service  which  he  was  liable  to  be  bailed 
upon  to  perform,  and  would  have  satisfaction  in 
passing  from-'one  class  to  another,  until  he  arrived 
at  that  age,  which  exempted  him  from  militia 
service. 

This  arrangement,  it  was  contended,  would  have 
no  visible  operation  npon  the  militia,  until  they 
became  detached  .for  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  a  call  from  the  Presi- 
dent, in  conformity  with  a  law  of  Congress;  as 
all  that  thia  bill  requires  while  the  militia  remains 
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at  home,  is,  tbtt  the  retarnio^  officer  shall  make 
three  columns  in  his  return,  instead  of  one,  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  number  of  men  there 
are  in  eaeh  of  the  Glasses,  instead  of  returning  the 
whole  in  one  column,  as  at  present 

This  kind  of  classification  would  do  away  the 
inconrenieoces,  which  are  always  experienced  in 
an  army.,  by  having  young  and  old  men  in  the, 
same  ranks — from  having  the  father  and  son  on 
the  same  battle  ground.  Every  experienced  offi- 
cer, every  man,  must  know,  that  old  and  young 
men  cannot  sustain  the  same  fatigue  in  marching 
and  other  service ;  as  a  proof  of  t  his,  it  was  asked, 
if  an  offijoer  would  not  always  prefer  an  army  of 
men, from  the  ages  of  fwentv-onp  to  thirty-one, 
to  one  composed  of  men  of  all  ages  from  eighteen 
to  fortyfive  7  It  was  added  that  most  of  the  cel- 
ebrity which  had  been  obtained  by  the  Emperor 
of  France,  as  a  warrior,  had  been  owing  to  this 
mode  of  drawing  out  the  strength  and  and  flower 
of  the  population  of  the  country,  in  preference  to 
the  old  mode  of  mixing  all  ages  together. 

It  was  further  urged,  t^at  this  cksbifieation 
must  be  agraeabltf  to  the  citizens  themselves  who 
compose  the  different  classes  ;  as  men  of  nearly 
the  same  age  would  -be  more  likely  to  be  pleased 
with  each  other's,  company,  by  bayiiikg  similar 
turns  of  thought  And  inciination  ;  tltat  stronger  at- 
tachments-were more  likely  to  be  formed  amongst 
men  of  the  same  a^e,  and  pursuits,  than  could  be 
made  where  the  disparity  of  age  was  greater — 
that  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  the  old  and  the 
young  never  aoccorded  well  together.  That  this 
classification  would  certainlv  tend  to  render  the 
militia  more  effective;  would  comply  with  the 
first  and  last  injunctions  of  the.  great  Father  of 
his  Country,  Oeneral  Washinoton;  and  in  pro^ 
portion  as  the  militia  system  was  ynproted,  in 
the  sama  degree  would  a  standing  army  biecome 
unnecessary. . 

In  faror  of  arming  the  militia,  it  was  said,  that 
it  having  been  provided  by  the  Constitution,  ^  the 
right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 
not  be  rafringed,"  it. was  the  duty  of  CongresS  to 
provide  themj  as,  if  it  were  leh  to  the  people 
themselves,  ex[ierience  had  shown,  that  8om«cit-v 
izens  Will  provide  themselves  with  arms,  and 
some  will  not,  and  that  those  which  they  get  will 
be  of  various  sizes  and  qualities,  unfit  for  military 
service,  where  all  the  muskets  ought  to  be  Of  pre- 
cisely the  same  calibre.  Besides,  that  this  mode 
of  proeuriag  arms  operates  very  unequally,  as  it 
lays  the  same  burden  oh  the  poor  as  on  the  rich^— 
is  a  kind  of  poll  tax,  the  most  oppressive  of  all 
others.  For  surely  nothing  can  be  more  unjust, 
than  that  the  popr  man,  who,  if  there  be  any  ^ght- 
ing,  will  have  to  do  it,  should  be  farced  to  purchase 
himself  arms,  when,  perhaps,  he  finds  great  dif- 
ficulty to  procure  bread  fo^j  hiriaself  and  family, 
whilst  the  rich  man,  who  can  always  hire  a  sub- 
stitute to  fight  for  him,  is  called  upon  to  do  no 
more,  in  the  wav  of  tax,  than  his  poor  neighbor. 
The  injustice  or  this  is  so  glaring,  that  the  hiw, 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  has  not  been  com- 
plied with. 
In  consequence  of  this  unequal  tax  and  because 


the  arms  cannot,  in  some  parts  of  the  country  be 
procured,  the  militia  are,  in  certain  parts  of  the 
United  States,  particularly  in  the  Middle  and 
Southern  States,  very  imperfectly  armed.  Some 
of  4he  State  Legislatures  have  endeavored  to 
remedy  this  defect,  by  manufacturing  or  purchas- 
ing arms,  and  loaning  them  to  the  militiamen, 
either  by  pv^tting  them  into  their  hands  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  or  by  placing*  th^  in  armories,  and 
handinff  them  out  occasionally  when  wanted.  In 
both  which  cases  inconvenience  had  been  expe- 
rienced. Where  the  arms  were  put  into  the  bands 
of  the  individuals, -manv  of  them  were  lost  or 
disposed  of;  and  when  tney  were  kept  in  depots, 
many  were  spoiled  or  greatly  injured  by  rust. 

This  bill,  It  was  stated,  was  calculated  to  do 
away  all  these  difficulties  and  inconveniences^  by 
putting  suitable  arms  into  the  hands  of  every  tree, 
white  young  man  in  the  United  States,  when  he 
arrives  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  the  puUie 
expense ;  so  that,  by  deffrees,  the  whole  nation 
would  become  arcaed.  The  idea  of  armiisg  the 
nation  at  the  pyblic  expense  was  not  ne w ;  it  had 
beeen  acted  upon  in  the  year  1808,  bv  passing  a 
law^  appropriating  $200,000  annually  tor  the  pur- 
chase of  arms,  to'  be  placed  in  the  hands  Of  the 
Executives  of  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to 
the  popalatJQn  of  each,  to  be  distributed  by  them 
amongst  the  militiamen,  or  kept  in  armories,  as 
they  might  judge  most  expedient:  This  appro- 
priation, however,  was  inadequate  to  the  object, 
nor  was  the  mode  of  distribution  approved. 

This  bill,  therefore,  proposed  originally  to  ap- 
propriate $400,000  annually,  in  a<kUtioQ  to  the 
former  appropriation  (but  in  the  course  of  the  de« 
bate  9400,000  was  stricken  oijit  and  $200,000  in* 
sorted)'  foi*-  the  same  object,  but  instead  of  placing 
the  arms  at  the  disposition  of  the  several  State 
Oovernmimts,  it  proposed  to  place  them  imoia- 
diately  in  the  hands  of  the  militiamen  themseltes. 
And  as  the  plan'  embraced  .the  whole  United 
States,  it  would  make  no  difference,  whether  a 
man  who  received  these  arms  continued  to  reside 
in  the  same  place,  or  removed  to  another — wher- 
ever he  went,  within  the  United  States,  the  arms 
would  be  equally  useful  for  the  piiblic  service. 

It  was  believed,  that  by  placing  the  arms  in  the 
hands  of  the  citizens  themselves,  they  would  con- 
sider them  as  their  property,  and  take  care  of  them 
as  suchj  and  they  would  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  use  of  them  thaii  if  they  were  only  put 
into  their  hands  occasionally.  Besides,  it  would 
be  more  strictly  complying  with  the  Consiitu- 
tiqnal  provision,  *'  that  the  right  of  the  people  to 
bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed."  Having  them 
in  possession,  they  woikld  be  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency which  might  occur. 

It  was  supposed  that  from  fifty  to  sixty  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms  would  be  wanted  aqnaally ; 
the  procuring  of  which,  it  was  believed,  would 
be  attended  with  no  difficulty,  as  within  the  last 
year  there  had  beeil  manufactured  at  private  man- 
ufactories, withip  the  United  States,  about  thirty 
thousand  stands,  which,  by  holding  out  proper 
encouragement  to  the  manufacturers,  it  was  sup- 
posed, uiight  be  doubled.    Qovemment  had  mace 
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about  thirty  thbasand  stands  atiaually  «t  the 
maDafactory  at  Harper's  Ferrv,  which,  by  proper 
exertions,  might  probably,  also,  be  doubled;  so 
that  the  arms  wanted,  if  this  bill  passed  into  a 
law,  niight  be  ffot  from  either  source.  And  when 
the  nation  shall  be  thus  armed,  said  the  advocates 
of  this  bill,  who  will  dare  to  molest  us?  '  The 
country  will  be  safe  from  any  enemy  within  or 
without.  The  Government  would,  have  noihfng 
to  fear  from  a  standing  army,  or  froin  an  ambi- 
tious milHary  chief,  A  welt-informed  people, 
understanding  their  rights,  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  cannot  be  subdued.  They  are  invulnera- 
ble. And  being  the  real  sovereigns  of  the  coun- 
try, Government  has' nothing  to  fear  from  them, 
because  the  Government  is,  and  will'^b^  at  all 
times,  what  tbey  please  to  make  it. 

Reference  was  had,  as ,  au  illustration  of  the 
efficiency  of  an  armed  people,  to  the  capture  of 
Burffoyne,  by  the. people  of  New'  England,  and 
to  all  the  other  acts  of  bravery  of  the  Revolution. 
Give  the  people  but  arms,  said  they,  and  the  Re- 
public  is  safe. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
MiTCBiLi^  &OTD,  Pitkin,  Nelson,  Findley, 
Tallmadgb,  Law.  Qdinct,  Bigblow,  Moseley, 
RnsA,  Sturgbs,  Potter,' and  WiDGBRY,-princi- 
pally  on  account  of  the  classification.  Several 
of  these  gentlemen  expressed  a  willingness  to 
vote  for  arming  the  militia,  if  that  was  presented 
to  (hem  in  a  separate  bill ;  and  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  was  made,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  to 
recommit  the  biU  for  the  purpose  of  amending  it. 
The  objections  made  to  the  classification  were, 
that  it  threw  too  gr^at  a 'burden  on  that  portion 
of  citizens  who  are  between  the  ages  of  twenty- 
one  and  thirty-one;  that  citizens  in^ood  health, 
from  eighteen  to  twenty-one,  and  from  thirty-one 
to  forty-five,  are  as  able  to  perform  militia  duty 
as  any  others ;  that  this  classification  would  les- 
sen the  efiective  sireofth  of  the  country.  It  was 
contended  that  it  would  break  in  upon  the  settled 
habits  of  the  people,  and  derange  all  their  prefient 
plans,  with  which  they  are  very  well  satisfied. 
That  in  the  Eastern  States. especially,  the  militia 
are  not  onlyarmed,  but  well  disciplined,  and  will 
not  approve  of  such  a  change  as  is  proposed.  It 
was  said,  that  this  classification  was  calculated 
to  produce  bickerings  and  dissatisfaction  amons^ 
the  people,  by  being. divided,  some  into  a  favored, 
and  others  into  an  overburdened  class.  That  they 
would  not  see  the  -justice  of  such  a  division.  A 
man.  a  /ew  months  older  or  y6unger  than  his 
neighbor,  with  whom  he  had  been  used  to  per- 
form equal  burdens,  woold  not  like  to  be  called 
out  for  twelve  months,  and. sent  wherever  the 
President  miffht  direct,  while  his  more  fortunate 
neighbor,  if  older,  would  be  suSject  only  to  a  six 
months'  tour  in  his  own,  or  ah  adjoining  State ; 
or,  if  younger,  subject  only  to  a  three  months' 
tour  in  his  own  State.  It  woold  not  satisfy  him 
to  be  told,  that  when  he  arrived  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one,  he  would  also  be  in  a  more  favored 
class.  That  time  might  never  arrive  to  him,  or 
it  might  arrive  when  his  service  woul^  be  no 
longer  wanted. 

12th  Con.  1st  Si:ss.~33 


It  was  objected  against  this  plan  of  classifica- 
tion, and  calling  out  one  description  of  citizens  to 
the  exclusion  of  others,  that  it  had  too  much  re- 
seibblance  to  the  conscriptions  of  the  Emperor 
of  France,  which  were  too  odious  to  be  imitated 
by  the  freemen  of  this  country. 

It  was  doubted  by  some  (by  Mr.  Mitohill  par- 
ticularly) whether  it  might  not  beTather  a  dis- 
advantage than  an  advantage,  to  divide  the  youths 
and  the  elderly  citizens  from  the  junior  class.  It 
was  thought  to  be  an  adyantage  to  the  youth  to 
associate  with  men  of  experience,  part  of  whom 
might  have  seen  some  military  service,  and  be 
able  to  give  valuable  instructions  to  their  young 
friends,  not  only  in  their  mill^r^  duty,  but  in 
taking  care  of  their  health,  their  persons,  dec. 
That  muoh  mischief  might  ensue  from  youths 
bding  encamped  together,  without  any  persons  of 
riper  age  to  restrain  the  thoughtless  levities  inci* 
dent  to  that  season  of  life. 

It  was  contended,  that  this  bill  proposed  no 
improvement  to  the  militia  system ;  it  contained 
no  provisions  for  producing  any  better  discipline 
than  at  present  exists.  The  objectors,  therefore, 
saw  no  u.«e  in  passing  the  bill. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
went  to  arming  the  militia,  it  was  stated  to  be 
unnecessary  for  the  Eastern  States,  as  the  militia 
were  already  well  armed,  and  that  young  men, 
when  they  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  would 
provide  themselves  with  arms,  as  their  fathers 
had  done  before  them. 

This  provision  was  said  te  be  unnecessary  on 
another  ground.  A  law  had  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress in  1808,  appropriating  $200,000  annually 
for  the  purchase  of  arros^  for  the  purpose  of  arm* 
iQg  the  militia.  Six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
have,  therefore  alrea^ly  been  appropriated  for  thb 
purpo^.  By  this  law,  it  is  provided^  that  the 
arms  shall  be  distributed  to  the  Executives  of  the 
several  States,  agreeably  to  their  respective  pop- 
ulatipn,  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  as  they  judge 
pro|^r;and  this  mode  or  disposing  of  the  arms 
was  thought  to  be  fair  preferalne  to  the  mode  pro- 
posed in  th^  present  bill.  If  the  arms  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  individuals.  Government  may  cal- 
culate upon  a  loss  of  at  least  ten  per  cent,  annu- 
ally. .       , 

It  was  contended  that  the  arms  for  which  it  is 
now  proposed  t6  appropriate  money,  will  be  of  - 
no  oee  in  the  present  contest.  They  are  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  youths  of  eighteen,  who. 
are  to  stay  at  home.  It  will  be  some  years,  there- 
fore, before  any  considerable  number  of  the  arms 
would  be  brought  into  use. 

It  was  said  that  this  appropriation  would  be 
altogether  unnecessary,  it  the  citizens  of  other 
parts  of  the  United  States  had  complied  with  the 
laws  of  Congress  as  punctually  as  the  people  to 
the  Eastwanl  had  done;  but,  if  this  bill  were 
parsed,  no  man  would  hereafter  think  of  pur- 
chasing his  own  arms.  All  would  look  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  a  supply ; 
and  'though  the  appropriation  for  the  present  be 
reduced  to  $200,000,  as  it  is  provided  that  everv 
youth  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  shaU 
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bare  arms  put  into  his  hands,  the  appropriation 
must  hereafter  be  made  cooamenturat^  with  the 
object. 

Manv  objections  were  made  to  the  details  of 
the  bill,  respecting  the  regulations  which  were 
thought  necessary  bf  the  Military  Committee, 
for  preserving  the  arms  within  the  Sutes,  by 
means  of  fines,  dee.  It  was  doubted  whether 
Congress  had  a  right  to  impose  fines  on  the  mili- 
tia while  remaining  in  the  States  to  which  they 
respectively  belong.  The  phrase  '^  militia  of  the 
United  States,"  was  objected  to.  It  was  con- 
tended that  the  militia  was  the  ^'militia  of  the 
jieveral  States,"  until  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Findlet's  remarks  were  as  fioUbws: 

Mr.  F.  said  that  he  had  voted  against  the 
motion  for  suiking  out  the  fii^t  section  of  tht  bill 
in  order  to  give  an  opportUAity  to  those  who  sup- 
ported it,  and  for  whose  opinions  he  had  great 
respect,  to  make  such  alterations  aid  amendments 
as  the  House  might  approve  of^  he  having  long 
wished  for^ucb  an  improvement  of  the  militia 
as  would  give  it  a  more  powerful  impression 
without  rendering  it  more  burdensome ;  but,  after 
all  the  amendments  that  had  been  made  to  the 
bill,  it  still  appeared  to  him  that  this  bill  essen- 
tially deranges  the  old  established  militia  system 
without  an  equivalent  advantage.  It  does  not 
improve  the  discipline.  It  does  not  provide  for 
strengthening  the  impression  of  the  militia  on 
any  emergency,  but  weakens  it.  It  increases  the 
inequality  of  the  unavoidable  burden  of  miHtia 
duty,  and  increases  the  service  and  the  labor  of 
the  returniiig  officers  without  an  equivalent. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  been  acquainted  with  militia 
service  when  it  was  much  called  on,  and  could 
not  be  dispensed  with.  He  had  served  in  the 
militia  along  with  men  fiftv  vears  of  age,  and 
with  boys  of  sixteen,  agreeably  to  the  law  then 
existing,  and  did  not  find  that  the  eldest  failed  in 
their  duty  from  age.  nor  the  youngest  from  their 
yoMth,  except  that  he  observed  that  the  young 
were  more  liable  to  diseases  when  they  were 
prevalent  in  camp;  but  the  existing  militia  law 
obliges  none  above  forty-five  years,  nor  under 
eighteen,  and  within  those  ages  all  healthy  sound 
onen  are  capable  of  militia  seryice.  In  ca9e  of 
war — a  case  for  which  we  art  now  providing — 
the  militia  are  liable  to  sudden  calls  on  emer- 
j^encies  which  require  the  strongest  possible  united 
impression,  but  the  bill  before  the  House  weakens 
that  united  impression  by  more  than  the  half. 
Of  twenty-seven  years  of  human  life  by  law  de- 
voted to  raaitia  service,  by  the  bill  before  the 
House,  seven  years  of  the  above  are  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  making  such  impression,  for  though 
they  still  are  subject  to  militia  duty,  it  is  under 
such  provisos  and  limitations  as  in  many  instances 
must  prevent  an  united  impression  without  the 
least  improvement  in  discipline.  A  militia  classed 
by  difierent  ages  has  been  long  recommended  bv 
very  respectable  authority.  It  was  recommended 
by  the  old  Conjrress  to  the  State  Legislatures, 
accompanied  with  a  plan  digested  by  Baron 
Steuben.    It  was  brought  before  Congress  during 


General  WASBinoTOfi 'a  Presidency,  and  hfts  heei 
discussed  by  Congress  during  every  surceediaf 
Administration ;  but  the  plan,  as  he  recollected  ii 
provided  that  young  men  from  eighteen  to  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  should  be  formed  into  m  seJeci 
corps,  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of  discipline,  thef 
should,  with  their  respective  ofiicers,  do  camp 
duty  during  three  months,  annually,  at  the  poblie 
expense,  and  .afterwards  to  be  free  from  militit 
dnty,  except  in  actual  service.  Agreeably  to  this 
plan  the  militia  would  in  due  time  have  been  all 
equal  to  veteran  aoldiers  with  respect  lo  the  im- 
portant acquisition  of  discipline,  nut  the  preseit 
bill  provides  for  no  advantage  in  diacipllAe.  All 
the  classes  on  the  proposed  system  are  to  renuia 
eqnally  undisciplined.  The  systems  formerly  pro- 
posed were  rejected,  among  other  reasons,  be- 
cause, by  patting  young  men  in  a  separate  corpi. 
without  mixture  of  men  of  more  eoofirmed  habits, 
they  would  probably  fall  into  habits  of  dissipa- 
tion, ^c.  The  proposed  system  U  still  hO  mock 
more  objectionable  on  that  ground  as  that  wkca 
they  are  called  into  actual  service  they  will  con- 
tain a  less  portion  oi'  men  of  years  of  diMrretioa 
and  experience.    They  will  be  all  boys. 

Militia  laws  are  of  such  a  nature  as  that  it  is 
impracticable  to  render  the  burden  perfectly  equal 
Ail  able-bodied  men  must  render  personal  service 
in  the  public  defence,  whether  they  are  rich  or 
poor,  married  or  singly.  This  is  the  nature  of  all 
conscriptions,  by  whatever  names  they  may  be 
calle4  in  different  nations.  The  further  these 
conscriptions  extend  over  the  mass  of  society,  the 
law  approaches  the  nearer  to  equal  justice.  It 
is  much- more  unjust  to  lay  the  whale  burden  of 
general  effective  service  on  those  alone  between 
twenty-one  and  thirty-one  years  of  age,  than  oo 
all  those  able  to  serve  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  years,  becau&e  in  the  latter  case  it  will  be  di- 
vided among  i^  much  greater  number,  and,  conse- 
quently, be  the  easier  borne.  The  restrictions  in 
the  proposed  system  which  go  to  prevent  one  por- 
tion of  the  militia  from  being  marched  out  of  the 
Stati^,  and  the  largest  portion  from  being  o>arched 
further  than  the  next  a^ioining  Sute,  might  de- 
stroy the  impression  that  ought  to  be  made  in  some 
very  improbable  emergencies. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  examine  the  superior 
advantages  that  are  contained  in  the  proposed 
system  to  counterbalance  the  above-mentioned 
defects.  The  increased  length  of  lime  for  the 
tour  of  actual  service,  Mr.  F.  said,  was  a  very 
essential  advantage.  Of  this  he  had  had  so  much 
experience  as,  to  his  own  conviction,  amounted  to 
demonstration.  The  usual  tour.of  actual  service 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  was  only  two 
months ;  the  enemy  always  watched  the  changes 
and  took  advantage  of  them^  this,  to  his  own 
knowledge,  occasioned  the  loss  of  many  lives, 
and  also  prevented  the  undertaking  of  many  im- 
portant enterprises.  He  said  he  had  served  with 
the  militia  in  a  tour  of  five  months  in  the  most 
doubtful  period  of  the  war.  and  if  not  the  most 
arduous  campaign  in  which  the  greatest  priva- 
tions were  suffered,at  was  at  least  the  most  sickly 
and  mortaL    It  was  in  the  Fall  and  Winter  of 
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I  1776j  and  during  that  service  he  knew  of  no  de- 
t  sertion  nor  anxiety  toleave  the  service  until  they 
,  had  served  out  the  time  for  which  they  bad  en- 
I  gaged,  but  after  that,  nothing  could  Induce  them 
I     to  Continue  longer. 

In  a  two  months'  tour,  in  which  he  afterwards 

bore  a  part,  and  at  the  commencement  of  which 

they  suffered  a  con8iderab^e  loss  of  men,  they 

served  out  an  active  tour  with  cheerfulness,  hut 

,     when  that  was  done  all  the  influence  of  a  popu- 

I     lar  commafiding  officer,  assisted  by  otber  officers, 

I     could  Dot  induce  them  to  continue  a  few  days 

longer.  They  said  that  they  hAd  cbeerfuily  ris'ked 

^     every  danger,  in  which  many  of  their  numbers 

^    had  been  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  but  that  It 

,     would  be  tempting  Providence  to  do  more  than 

the  law  made  their  duty. 

Their  tour  of  service  should  be  for  the  catn- 
I  paign,  but  they  ought  to  be  paid  a  full  equivalent 
for  their  loss  of  labor  at  home;  by  doins  this  the 
public  would  be  gainers  compared  with  paying 
for  their  travelling  to  camp  and  returning  home 
,  again  every^two  months  a^  formerly,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  camp. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  always  been  solicitous  to 
have  the  .whole  body  of  the  noilltia  armed,  but 
had  always  wished  to, have  this  done  under  the 
authority  of  the  respective  States,  and  that  the 
arms  should  be  the  property  of  those  who  used 
them.  With  this  view  he  had  opposed  a  resolu- 
tion proposed  in  the  second  Congress  for  arming 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  Slates.  'He  had 
thought  that  every  citizen  possef^sing  his  own 
arms  was  the  greatest  security  of  Republicanism, 
but  the  hopes  of  this  taking  place,  even  in  his 
own  State,  having  been  so  long  disappointed,  he 
was  willing  now  that  they  should  be  armed  by 
the  United Statesrather  than  be  unarmed.  The 
honorable  member  from  South  Carolit^a,  (Mr. 
Williams.)  yesterday,  seemed  to  take  what  the 
honorable  member  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Pit- 
kin) said,  respec^ng  the  States  not  arming  their 
milttia,.amiss,  and  as  applicable  solely  to  the 
Southern  Sutes.  Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  took  it  as 
applicable  to  Pennsylvania  as  much  as  any  other 
State. '  He  was  not,  however,  offended  at  what 
had  been  skid,  but  was  sorry  and  ashamed  that 
the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  were  but  partially 
armed.  The  measures  about  which  Congress 
have  been  and  are  engaged,  being  professedly  for 
war,  the  arming  of  the  militia  proposed  by  the 
bill  could  have  no  relation  to  war,  because  these 
arms  could  not  on  that  plan  be  employed  in  war 
till  after  a  number  of  years  passes,  and  added 
nothing  to  the  present  defence  of  the  nation ; 
therefore,  from  conviction  of  its  impropriety,  he 
must  vote  against  engrossing  the  bill,  but  hoped 
another  short  bill  would  be  brought  forward  pre- 
scribing the  tours  of  service  and  providing  for 
arming  the  militia  to  be  employed. 

MARITIME  DEFENCE. 
The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,  was  read  the 
4hird  time;  and,  on  the  qaestion  "  Shall  the  bill 
I     p«88  to  iu  third  reading  V*  < 


Mr.  6.  Hall  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
question.  He  stated  that  he  had  two  objections 
to  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  the  one  was,  that  the 
objects  on  which  the  expenditulrer  were  to  be 
made  were  not  specified  ;  the  other  was,  that,  in 
otir  present  circumstances,  it  would  be  improper, 
in  his  opinion,  to  appropriate  so  large  a  sum  of 
money  as  a  million  of  dollars,  to  be  expended  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  He 
thoMght  the  mobey  could  be  more  usefully  em- 
ployeid. 

Mr.  Rhua  also  spoke  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

It  was  defended  by  Messrs.  Cbevbs,  Mitobill, 
Tallmaogb,  Pottsr,  Wriobt,  ShbpTet,  aad 
WiDGCRY,  who  stated  that  the  appropriation  was 
called  for  by  the  proper  authority ;  that  New 
York  anld  Rhode  Island  had  been^  mentioned  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  as  requiring  a  part  of  the 
expenditure,  but  that  the  appropriation  was  in- 
tended to  be  left  at  large,  to  be  used  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  might  think  proper,  and 
according  to  existing  cireumstances  ;  that  it  was 
impossible,  at  this  time,  to  foresee  what  might  be 
necessary  in  this  respect;  and  that  the  President, 
who  is  intrusted  with  the  use  of  the  military  foi^ce 
of  the  country,  might  Very  well  be  intrusted  with 
the  expenditure  of  this  money,  or  any  part  of  it,  on 
such  fortifloations  as  he  might  deem  it  necessary 
to  erect  or  repair. 

'    The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  hill  was  car- 
ried— yeas  88,  nays  25,  as  follows: 

Y»AS^ — Willis  AUton,  jr.,  William  AndersoHi  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Bnrwell 
Bawett,  William  W.  Btbb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,.  Elijah  Brigham,  John 
C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr.^ 
John  Dawson,  Sa'mael  Dlnsmoo^,  Elias  Barle,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Pisk,  Asa 
Fitch,  Meahack  Franklin,^  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomtn 
K*  Oold,  Peterson  Qoodwjn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grandy,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawea^ 
Richard  Jaokson^jan*,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
oock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^ 
P0ter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingaton,  William 
Lowndes,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Arunah  M^tcalf,  Jamee  Milnor,  Samuel 
L.  MitchilC  Jeremiah  Mornow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley, 
Hugh  NeUon,  Thomaa  Newton,  Stephen  Ormaby, 
Israel  Pickena,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph, 
WiUiam  Reed,  William  M.  Richardsony  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammona,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart^ 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallraadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charlea 
Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  VVheatonf 
Leonard  White,  David  R.  WllKams,  William  Widgery, 
Thomas  Wilson,* Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
MaUhew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Roger  Davis,  Boiling.  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Aaron  Lyie, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Morgan, 
Thomas  Nawbold,  William  Pipar,  John  Rhea,  Willian 
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RodiiMiii,  Ebencaer  Seavcr.  Samiid  ShaWy  Jolm  Smilie, 
William  Strong,  and  Robert  WhitohiU. 

MILITARY  BSTABUSHMENT,  Su. 

The  aofioished  banioess  of  yesterday  beiDg 
pMponed,  the  House  went  into^CoiDmittee  of  the 
Whole  oo  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
Military  Bstablbhment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  jrear  1812;  the  bill  naaking  appropriations  for 
six  eempanies  of  monntain  rangers,  for  the  year 
1812;  and  the  bitl  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  an  additional  militarj  force,  for  the 
same  period.  The  Committee  hating  filled  op 
Che  blanks  in  the  sererat  bills,  they  were  reported 
to  the  House.  The  Honse  took  them  up,  concur- 
red with  the  Committee  in  the  amendments,  and 
ordered  the  bilk  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
in^^to-morrow. 

The  HoBse  again  resoWed  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Na?y  for  the  year 
1812b  The  Committee  hating  gone  through  the 
bill,  reported  it  to  the  House  with  amendments. 
The  House  considered  the  amendments,  agreed  to. 
them,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

When  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  came  to 
fill  up  the  blank  which  contains  an  appropriation 
ineludttig'*'  forage  for  Staff," 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiABfB  moyed  to  strike  out  this 
item.  He  knew  no  occasion  that  officers  of  ma-* 
rines  had  for  forage.  He  considered  it  a  wasteful 
expenditure. 

Messrs.  Babsbtt  and  Little  said  these  marines 
were  employed  on  land  as  well  as  at  sea,  and 
were  sometimes  called  from  one  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  another. 

The  motion  was  QegatiTed-^45  to  43. 


The  bill  making  appropriations  for  die  taomm 
rangers ;  the  bill  inaking  appropriatioiis  for 


THtmsDAT,  February  6. 

Mr.  MoBRow  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  persons,  complaining  of  the  present  mode 
of  disposing  of  the  public  land ;  statins  that  they 
are  poor,  and  suffering,  while  thousands  of  acres 
of  land,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  are 
lyinff  unoccupied;  that  the^v  consider  etery  man 
entitled  by  nature  to  a  portiov  of  the  soil  of  the 
coQBtry ;  that  no  nan  ought  to  possiess  more  than 
two  hundred  acres ;  and  pray  for  relief. 

Mr*  M.  proposed  to  refer  this  petition  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pnbiic  Lands.  .  The  motion 
was  first  rejected;  but,  on  Mr.  M.'s  expressing  a 
wish  that  this  petition  might  hare  a  reference, 
and  moving  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  stat- 
ing the  petitioners  to  be  numerous,  and  formed 
into  a  society^  called  the  «  True  American  Soci- 
ety,'* partly  living  in  the  western  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  and  Illinois  Territory,  a  member 
who  voted  agaiiut  the  reference,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote,  which  was  done,  and  the  memorial 
was  referred. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTBB  prcfented  a  memorial  from 
the  Mississippi  Legislature,  praying  for  an  extin- 
guishment of^  certain  Indian  titles  to  lands  in  that 
Territory.— Referred. 


ited 

Ihe 
Millury  EsUblishmentrihe'biU  mmkiiig  appro- 
priations for  the  Navy ;  and  the  bill  makiay  ap- 
propriations for  the  additional  military  force,  veie 
severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CoMDiT  said,  that  it  might  not  be  coasader- 
ed  that  those  who  voted  against  the  pnssage  of 
the  bill  for  classing  and  arming  the  militia,  were 
unfriendly  to  arming  the  militia,  and  beliera|g 
there  was  a  considerable  majority  of  the  House  m 
favor  of  arming,  he  moved  the  foUowin^  resola- 
tion  ;  which  was  agreed  to : 

**  Retohedt  That  the  Committee  on  MiUttfy  A&in 
be  directed  to  report  a  bill  making  provision  fbtrannaf 
the  militia  of  the  United.SutesJ' 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  House  went 
into  a  Coonnittee  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  certain  lands  re- 
served for  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  which'  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Selah  Benton.  The  Com- 
mittee, after  considerable  debate,  agreed  to  allow 
him  a  pension  of  twenty  dollars  per  month.  It 
appeared  from  the  debate,  that  Captain  Bentoa 
served  the  United  States  faithfully  thjongh  a 
great  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war ;  that,  having 
received  no  wound  in  the  service,  he  did  not  come 
within  the  law  of  Congress,  providing  for  persons 
of  that  description.  But,  it  was  su ted  that  he 
contracted  a  disease  in  the  service,  which  had 
disabled  him  ever  since  from  performing  any  kind 
of  labor ;  that  he  is,  now  seventy-two  years  old. 
and  very^  poor. 

The  claim  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Ghoi.soii, 
MiTCHiLL.  Wbight,  Gold,  Tallmauoe,  Winoc- 
BY,  and  Nelson  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rob- 
EBTs,  Williams.  Alston,  Smilie,  Bacon,  and 
Macon. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  but 
the  House  did  not  act  upon  iu 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bijl  authorizing  a  deUch- 
men(  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  (The 
detachment  is  proposed  to  consist  of  10Q.O0O  men,] 
Twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  also  directed  by  the  same 
committee  to  offer  a  resolution  for  the  adoption  of 
the  House,  in  relation  to  the  bill  for  classing  and 
arming  the  militia,  rejected  yesterday,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  members  from  the  House  (for 
counting  the  whole  Bouse  there  would  have  been 
a  majority  of  seven  members  in  its  favor.)  Be- 
lieving that  the  efficiency  of  the  militia  very 
much  depended  upon  their  being  classed  and  arm- 
ed) and  it  having  been  suggested  as  an  argument 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill  that  it  would  not 
be  well  received  by  the  people,  the  committee  wish 
that  the  people  may  have  an  opportunity  of  being 
made  acqdamted  with  the  principles  of  the  bill ; 
and,  for  that  purpose,  he  moved  the  following 
resolution : 
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«  Raehed^  That  the  deric  of  thii  HoomW  directed 
to  poblidk  in  all  tho  aewtpapen  in  which  the  Ulwb  of 
the  United  Sutee  are  pnbliahed,  the  Mlt  lor  claaang 
and  Arming  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  aa  engioia- 
<ed  and  read  a  third  time  on  the  5th  niitant.*' 

This  resolution  was  objected  to,  as  establishing 
«  precedent  that  might  hereafter  he  attended  with 
mnch  trouble  and  expense ;  as,  whenever  a  favor- 
ite bill  was  lost,  its  frieifds  would  want  to  send  it 
out  to^  the  peof>le  in  this  way;  ii  was  objeeted, 
also,  that  it  might  hy  some  be  mistaken  for  a  law, 
instead  of  a  rejected  bill.  The  motion  was  disa- 
greed to. 

DISABLED  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  DaWsom,  the  House,  tpok  op 
the  re{M>iri  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made 
sooie  lime  ago,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  infirm, 
ilisahled,  and  superannuated  officers  nod  soldiers. 

Some  objections  to  the  bill  were  made  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  iil^  which  he  expressed  his  Apprehen- 
sions that  persons  who  are  on  the  pension  lists  of 
the  several  States  might  take  advantage  of  this 
bill,  and  so  receive  a  double  allowance ;  at  the 
same  time  that  there  are  other  persons,  with  fam* 
ilies,  entitled  to  relief  who  could  not  join  this  in- 
valid corps.  Mr.  R.  said,  the  measure  would  be 
attended  with  great  expense,  and,  except  he  re- 
ceived more  light  on  the  subject  than  he  possessed, 
he  should  vote  gainst  lU 

The  bill  inssed  to  a  third  feading*— yeas  84^ 
naya  38.  as  follows : 

YsAS— John  Baker,  Bnrweil  Bassett,  Abiiah  Bige- 
iow,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Butler,  Epapluro- 
dHns  Oharapion,  Mitthow  Clay»  Lewis  Condtt,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  John  DaWsen,  Joseph  Desha,  William 
Pindley,  James  Pisk,  Thomas  Ghoison,  Peterson  Good* 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  €h>een,  Felix  Gbundy, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Kiehard  M.  Johnsonu  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
-seph  Leiever,  Joseph  Lewies  jr.,  Peter  Little,  Robert 
Le  Roy  LivCngston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thos.  Moore,  James 
Milnor,  Samnel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Hngh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby,  WiHiam  Pn>er,  James  Pleasants,  jnnior, 
Benjamin  Pend,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EUaha  R.  Potter, 
Joeiah '  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M*  Ridgely, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seyber^  George 
Smitii,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stukrt,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

.Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Ete- 

kiel  Baeon,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 

Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Calhoan,^Lattgdon 

Cheves,  James   Cochran,  William  Crawford,  I&ger 

Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Methack  Franklin,  Boiling 

Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  John 

^    M,  Hyneman,  Richard  Jaekson,  jr.,  William  R.  fong, 

William  Lowndes,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 

James  Morgan,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Rhea,  Jona- 

I     than  RoberU,  William  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thom- 

as  Sanunont,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Richard 

.     Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  WUliam  Strong,  Ud  Tracy,  and 

Robert  WhUehin. 


Friday,  Febroary  7. 
Mr.  KiNQ  presented  a  petition  of  John  Ruther- 
ford, of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  by  his  attor- 


ney  in  fkct,  John  London,  praying'  permission  to 
bring  into  the  said  State  sundry  negro  slaves,  at 
present  on  an  estate  beloaging  to  him  in  one  of 
the  British  Bahama  islands,  which  negroes  were 
formerly  taken  from  the  State  aforesaid  to  tbe 
said  island.-^Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Kmo,  Mr.  Moons,  and  Mr.  Davbicpobt, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infosmed^he  House 
that  tbey  have  passed  a  bill  "  respecting  the  en- 
rolling and  licensing  of  ^steamboats ;"  to  which 
bill  therdesire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  QHOLsoir,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  rth^  petition  of  William  Dent 
Beall,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Qholson  pre- 
sented a  biU  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Williani  D.  Beall ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
cbmmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  respecting  the  en- 
rolling and  lieensinff  of  steamboats,"  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures.' 

An  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  Ideate  the  lands  reserved  for  the 
use  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, was  read  the  ihirdtime,  and  passed. 

Another  message  from  the  Senate  was  read, 
informing  the  House  that  they  had  postponed  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  for  establishinff  a 
quartermaster's  department  until  the  first  Monday 
of  December  next. 

Mr.  Williams  thought  the  Senate  had  taken 
a  very  extraordinary  course.  They  passed  a  bill 
for  establishing  a  quartermaster's  department,  and 
sent  it  to  this  House;  this  House  passed  the  bill 
with  an  amendment ;  and  now  they  inform  the 
House  they  have  postponed  the  amendment  to 
the  first  Mondayin  December,  and  thus  destroyed 
the  bill.  He  thought  this  was  an  unprecedented 
an^  indecorous  course,  and  ought  not  to  be  ac- 
ceded to. 

Mr.  Alston  said  tbe  practice  was  not  unpre- 
cedented ;  he  had  known  several  instances  of  the 
sacne  kind. 

The  Speakba  said  there  oould  be  no  question 
on  the  subject.  The  Senate  had  thought  proper 
to  take  this  course,  and  it  could  not  be  objected 
to  by  this  ffouse.  -  Whether  it  was  decorous  or 
not,  was  not  a  question  to  be  inquired  into  now. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
to  make  a  detachment  of  the  militia. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  calling  out  of  one 
hundred  thousand  militia,  and  appropriates  one 
million  of  dollars.  The  bill  is  Similar  to  the 
former  laws  on  this  subject,  except  that  it  con- 
tains no  provisrbn  for  accepting  of  volunteers.] 

It  was  ordered^  to  a  tnird  reading,  without 
aitiendment. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill 
to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  Dlinois  Terri- 
tory, dtc.  The  bill  was  reported  without  nmend- 
ment,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  re- 
port of  a  seleiet  committee,  allowing  the  l^gal  re^ 
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reseotatires  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  fell 
at  the  battle  of  Tippecaaoe  certain  bounties. 
After  some  time  spent  upon  the  report,  Mr.  Jbn- 
NiNos  moved  to  change  the  allowance  reported 
by  the  committee  from  money  to  land.  The 
chairman  of  the  select  committee  not  le'ing  pres- 
ent, oiv  motion  of  Mr.  GauNOT,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Selah  Benton  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  71  votes  t6  31,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  taken. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  made  some  days  ago,  on  the 
bill  to  ascertain  the  western  boundary  of  a  tract 
of  land  reserved  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  Continental  line.  The  report  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a' third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures, on  a  report  on  the  case  of  Stephen 
Kingston,  of  Philadelphia.  This  is  ad  old  draw- 
back case,  which  has  oeen  before  Congress  ever 
since  the  year  1803.  It  appeared  Mr.  K.  had 
failed  to  comply  with  certain  requisites  of  ihe 
law,  which  were  stated  to  be  absolutely  neeesitary 
to  pre  vent,  fraud.  The  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  reported  favorably,  and  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to  the  report ; 
but  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called,  the.Hodse  re- 
fused to  concur — 55  to  44. 

Monday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Maxwell  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
from  Jonathan  Coleman,  an  American  seaman, 
impressed  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war;  stating 
the  manner  of  his  impressment,  and  claiming  the 
interference  of  the  Government  in  procuring  bis 
release.— ^Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  fiUinff  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  en- 
listments of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary 
force,  to  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  ^orps,  and 
to  detachments  of  militia,  reported  the  bill  frbm 
the  Senate  "makinff  further  provision  for  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,"  with  several  amendments; 
whrcb  were  read,  and,  together  with  the  bilL 
aommitied  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any, and,  if  any, 'What, 
amendments  are  necessary  to  the  laws  relating  to 
the  time  fixed  by  law  for  annually  holdings  the 
Circuit  Courts  ot  th^  United  States  ip  the  district 
of  East  Tennessee ;  to  report  thereon  by  bili,  or 
otherwise. 

Messrs.  Rhea,  Desha,  and  Morbow,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  militia; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Selah  Benton ; 
the  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  east  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  and 
to  attach  certain  lands  to  the  distri9tof  Jefierson- 
ville;  and  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the 
western  boundary  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for 


settling  (be  military  boiraties  aUowed  to  the  cA- 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  the  Con- 
tinental Establishment,  were  read  the  third  timt, 
and  passed. 

DEATH  OF  GENERAL  BLOtTNT. 
Mr.,  Macon  called  the  attention  of  the  Hoose 
to  the  informal  proceedings  of  Saturday,  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  his  friend  and  coUea^e, 
General  Thomas  Bloukt, which  he  moved  might 
be  entered  on  the  Journals.  The  motion  was 
unanimoualy  agreed  to,  and  they  were  entered  as 
follows : 

*'  HOUSS  or  RiPBKSKXTATIVBS, 

Saturday,  February  8,  18W, 

^  In  consequence  of  the  deatb  of  General  Thomas 
Bloitvt,  last  evening,  at  ei^t  o'clock,  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  from, the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  of  which  Mr.  Blackledge  communicated  in- 
formation to  the  Speaker,  he  requested  the  attendance 
of  the  members  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Rcp» 
resentatiVes  on.  this  day  at  twelve  o'clock;  and,  a 
quorum  having  accordingly  assembled,  he  addroMed 
them  as  follows : 

<*  Of  the  distressing  event,  gentlemen,  whicb  bas  de- 
prived 'this  House  oi  one^of  its  most  valuable  members^ 
and  a  disconsolate  wife  of  one  of  the  tendereat  of  hos- 
bands,  you  have  all  hei^rd.  The  usage  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  paying  the  last  sad  respect  to 
depaited  ^orth  on  such  occasions,  I  have  no  doubt,  ac- 
cords with  the  sentiments  of  every  one  of  yen.  Te 
enable  you  to  execute  this  melandkoly  duty,  jonr  in- 
formal attendance  has  been  requested.  Tou  will,  then- 
fore,  take  snch  order  as  aaay  seem  to  you  proper. 

**.  Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AVilliams, 

'<  L  JReaotoedf  unanimously ,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  take  order  for  jraperintending  tbe  Ibneral 
of  General  Thomas  Blount,  late  a  repreeentattre  fiom 
the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

<*  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Alston,  Mr.  Blackledge,  Mr.  Gocb* 
ran,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Kmg,  Mr.  McBryde,Mr.  Pear- 
son, Mr.  Pickens,  Mr.  Sawyer,  and  Mr.  Stanford,  vrere 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

"2.  Retohedt  unanimously.  That  the  members  of 
this  House  will  testify  their  .re^)ect  for  the  memory  of 
General  Thomas  Blount,  late  one  of  their  body,  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

*<3.  Resolvedf  unanimously.  That  a  message  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  General 
Thomas  Blount,  late  a  member  of  this  House,  and 
that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow  morning,  at 
ten  o'clock." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon^ 

ReBolved,  That  the  Speaker  give  information 
to  the  Ezecufive  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
of  the  vacancy  in  this  House,  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  General  Thomas  Blount,  late  one  of 
the  Representatives  frour  that  State. 

DISABLED  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  disabled  and  superan* 
nuated  officers  and  soldiers  was  read  the  third- 
time;  and  on  the  question  being  put,  "Shall  the 
bill  pass  its  third  reading?"  it  was  opposed  by- 
Messrs.  Stqw,  Ai^sTOif .  and  Rhea,  and  supported 
by  Messrs.  Gold  and  Wright. 

Mr.  DAWsoN.-^When  this  bill  was  before  tbe 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  will  be  remeta- 
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beni  that  I  inirifed,  that  I  Bolicited  the  friendly  I  truly  benevolent,  he  daily  enlightens  the  path  of 
aid  of  all  to  amend  it^  defeets,  pnd  to  render  as  |  this  bewildered  House  on  erery  subject  of  iegisla- 


efficacious  as  possible  a  system  which  seems  to 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  all,  and  the  want 
of  which  has  so  long  disgraced  the  country,  and 
daily  presents  to  you,  even  at  the  portals  of  your 
Capitol,  the  aged,  infirm,  and  superannuated  sol- 
dier, shivering  in  the  blast,  and,  like  Belfsarius 
the  Great,  asking  in  vain  for  the  "crumbs  which 
fall  from  the  rich  man's  table." 

No  proposition  of  amendment  was  made,  ex- 
cept one  by  in  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, which,  I  believe,  his  candor  induced 
him  to  withdraw,  and  one  by  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman firom  South  Carolina,  supported  by  his 
honorable  neighbor  from  North  Carolina,  to  which 
I  assented,  and  it  forms  part  of  the  bill. 

When  the  Committee  rose,  the  bill  was,  on  my 
motion,  contrary  to  practice,  laid  oh  the  table  for 
three  days,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  enabling 
gentlemen  io  search  out  its  defects.  These  three 
days  were  extended  to  three  weeks ;  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  public  business,  and,  perhaps,  to  my 
DOt  bein^  able  to  call  it  up,  in  conseauence  of  my 
indisposiiioQ.  It  was  taxen  up  on  last  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday,  and  passed  to  its  present  sUge, 
without  any  propositions  to  amend,  on  the  motion 
then,  and,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  veoer* 
able  gentleman  from  Teonesbee,  its  third  reading 
was  postponed. 

This,  sir,  is  the  history  of  the  bill,  and  after 
the  delays  which  have  taken  place,  and  the  many 
opportunities  which  have  been  eiven  to  amend 
ity  particularly  to  the  gentleman  from  Conneeti- 
eat,  whom  [  know  to  be  a  jnilitary  man,  and 
whose  friendly  aid  I  did  invite  to  amend  its  de- 
flects. I  do  not  think  it  iair,  candid,  or  liberal,  to 
attack  ihe  bill  in  detail  at  this  stage,  when  its  de- 
fects cannot  be  remedied.  I  will,  however,  en- 
deavor to  remove  the  objections  stated  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  [Here 
Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  show  that  the  last  cJau«e 
gave  to  the  President  the  power  of  fixing  the 
rank  and  grade  of  the  officers  who  would  receive 
pay  according  to  that  rank;  and,  that  the  requi- 
sites in  the  fifth  clause  were  so  numerous  and 
strict  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  ^rson 
to  jget  into  th^  corps  without  he  Was  justly 
entitled.] 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  ought  here  to  ask  pardon  of  the 
reoerable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  for  having 
omitted  to  mention  that,  when 'in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  some  amendments  were  proposed  by 
that  gentleman  and  rejected  without  a  division. 
I  might,  perhaps,  be  pardoned  by -the  House, 
should  I  improve  this  opportunity^and  express  to 
that  gentleman  the  high  sense  Which  1  eiitertain 
for  his  eminent  services ;  but,  sir,  when  I  reflect 
on  the  sublimity  and  extent  of  his  genius,  the 
mind  exerted  flies  back  on  itself,  and  is  rendered 
imequal  to  the  task. 

The  politeness  and  urbanity  of  bis  manners, 
tbe  grace  and  dignity  of  bis  elocution  and  atti- 
tadee,  while  they  entrance  the  imagination  and 
Tivet  the  attention  of  all  who  hear  him,  assure  a 
Tich  feast  to  the  underitandiog.    With  a  heart 


tion  which  is  brought  before  them.*  Not  content 
with  traversing  these  States  from  one  extreme  to 
the  other,  and  opening  an  easy  commuoication 
through  that  country  where  the  untutored  savage 
reigns — with  establishing  offices  in  the  various 
postS)  from^which  his  speeches  in  this  House,  and 
other  u»efid  Information,  is  conveyed  to  every 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens — his  mighty  genius 
soars  to  far  other  objects.  At  one  moment  we 
behold  him  rapidly  descending  from  the  summit 
of  Spencer's  mountain,*  bounding  over  this  im- 
mense plain,  marshalling  the  military  force  of  the 
United  States  according  to  order — regulars,  vol- 
unteers, and  militia — and  fixing  to  each  its  Con* 
stitutional  limits ;  thence  marching  to  the  Heights 
of  Abraham,  capturing  and  captivating  all  who 
behold  him,  and  there  plucking  the  unfading  lau- 
rel from  tbe  brows  of  Montgomery  and  Wolfe. 
We  next  behold  him  visiting  our  seaport  towns  in 
themostcourteous  manner,  and,  with  gunboatsaod 
bombs,  erecting  fortifications  which  shall  defy  the 
united  armadas  of  Europe.  Nay,  sir,  we  see  him 
boldly  adventuring  on  the  watery  deep,  and  there, 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  finny  tribe,  building  a 
ship,t  1^6  like  of  which  was  never  seen,  and  far 
surpassing  in  sixe  any  ever  contemplated  by  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country  whith  gave  birth  to 
the  celebrated  Don  Q^uixotte  and  the  renowned 
Saneho  Panza,  and  whicli  the  great  Bonaparte 
now  endeavors  in  vain  to  suk^ugate  to^his  arms. 

Mr.  Speaker,  while- inclination  and  justice  call 
on  me  to  pay  my  homage,  and  this,  tribute^  to  the 
superior  talebis  pf  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  candor  obliges  me  to  declare  that  he 
has  not  discoveredon  this  occasion  that  perspicui* 
ty  which  in  general  marks  his  character.  With 
a  soul,  no  doubt  honest  and  honorable,  to  render 
service  to  this  meritorious  and  long  neglected 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens,  he  has  adopted  the 
best  means  to  defeat  them.  Ms  ingenuity  alone 
coidd  JuLve  indented  •  them ;  and.  sir,  I  do  assert 
that,  should  that  bill  fail,  and  these  poor  fellows 
be  delayed  in  receiving  that  pittance  which  it  pro- 
poses to  give  them,  it  must,  it  will  be  attributed  to 
the  aid  which  they  have  received  from  that  ven- 
erable gentleman. 

Mr.  Tallmaidqe  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  gen- 
erally, but  objected  to  certain  parts  of  the  details. 
On  whiph  account,  Mr.  Gold  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill.  This  motion  was  negatived— 50  to 
37  5  and  afterwards  the  bill  was  lost— yeas  47, 
nays  57,  as  follows: 

Ybas— William  Anderson,  John  Baker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  Blijsh 
Brigham,  William  Batler,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Daw- 
son, James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix 
Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  Ajlett  Hawes,  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
seph I^wis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Thomas 

*A  very  high  mountain  in  Tennessee, 
t  On  the  Navy  bill,  Mr.  Rbia  proposed  to  build  the 
largest  ship  which  ever  was,  and  which  ^should  beat  all 
1  othefs. 
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Moore,  Archibald  McBiyde,  James  Milnor,  Jenmiah 
Morrow,  Jonalhan  O.  Moeeley,  Hugh  Nelaon,  Anlhony 
New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Jamea  Piea- 
«anta,  jr^  Joeiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Sevier,  Adam^Seybert, 
Daniel  Sbefiey,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  John  Taliaferro,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Ho- 
bert  Wright. 

Nats — WilUs  Alston,  ir.,  Stovenson  Archer,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
BorweU,  John  C  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  John  Davenport^r.,  Roger  Davis,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Samnel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  €h-een.  Boiling 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper*  Jaoob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  George  C.  MaxweU, 
WiUiam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKira, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Thomas  Newbeld,. 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Wil- 
liam M.  RichardsoQ,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer.Sage,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanford, 
Silas  Stow,  Samuel  Taggart^  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  WhitohiU, 
David  R.  Williams,  and  William  Widgery. 

BATTLE  OP  THE  WABASH. 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittCNe  OD  the  report  of  a  select  eommittee  on 
certain  petitions  in  relation  to  the  afiair  on  the 
Wabash;  when  Mr.  Jennings' ameBdment,>hich 
proposed  allowing  the  widows,  <fcc.,  of  the  slain 
officers  and  soldiers,  boanties  in  land,  instead  of 
money,  was  negatived.  The  resolutions  allowing 
the  boonties,  pensions,  d^.,  as  recommended  by 
the  select  eommittee,  were  all  agreed  to. ,  The 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  as  follows: . 

1.  Retohtd,  That  one  month's  pay  onght  to  be  al- 
lowed, in  addition  to  the  common  allowance,  to  the 
officers,  (accordmg  to  the  rank  which  they  held,j  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  the  regulars, 
▼olnnteers,  and  militia,  and  to  the  legal  reprcsentatiTOs 
of  those  who  were  killed,  or  have  since  died  of  their 
wounds,  composing  the  array  under  the  command  of 
Got.  Harrison,  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash. 

2.  Resolved^  That  five  years'  half  pay  ought  to  he 
allowed  to  the  legal  representatives  of  tbs  officers,  (ac- 
cording to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  ^nd  privates,  of  the  volunleers  and 
militia,  wh6  were  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  seventh  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  or 
who  have  since  died  of  their  wounds. 

8.  Ruohtdt  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  to  pface  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States 
the  officers,  (according  to  the  rank  which  they  held,) 
the  non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers,  of  the  vol- 
nnteers  and  militia,  who  served  in  the  late  campaign 
on  Uie  Wabash,  under  Uie  command  of  Governor  Har- 
rison, who  have  been  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  said 
campaign. 

4.  JUaokedf  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  to  pay  ^r.the  horses  and  other  property  of  indi- 
viduals lost  in,  or  in  consequence  o^  the  said  battle. 

6.  Resohedt  That  the  further  time  of -^— years 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  Who  i 


were  womded»and  ttf  tfce  leg^  wipieaaBtaliw^  t 
who  were  kiOed  in  the  said  battle,  to  eomplete  the  psj- 
ments  due,or  which  may  ML  doe  to  the  (jniled  Stetos, 
on  any  purchase  of  the  public  lands  made  by  thesa  hm^ 
fore  the  said  battle. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  be  brought,  in,  puraoant 
to  the  said  resolntions;  and  that  the  committee 
appointed  on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  Indian  affiiirs  do  pcepase  mad 
bring  in  the  same. 


Tuesday,  February  11. 

The  Sfba|cbb  laid  before  the  Hotise  a  resolo- 
tion  of  vthe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
ratifying  and  confirming  an  amendment  proposed 
by  Congress  to  Hhe  Coasfitution  of  the  Cfoited 
States,  relative  to  titles  of  nobility  ;  whicb  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  iie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  Teferred 
the  bill  from  theBenate  "respecting  the  enrolling 
and  licensing  of  steamboats^''  reported  the.  same 
without  amendmenu 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday 
next. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMn,  fcom  the  committee  appoiaied 
on  that  pari  of  the  President's  Message  whick 
relates  to  detaclmiedts  of  militia,  and  to  sach  a 
preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will  proportion 
Its  nsefulness  to  its  intrinsic  eapactty,  presentod  a 
bill  supplementary  to^  An  act  malung  prorisioa 
for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States^"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WiluamSi 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  to 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  as  relates 
to  military  affairs,  l^  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  enlargement  of  the 
armories  of  the  United  0tat^,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  number  j  and  that  they 
have  lec^ve  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WaieBT,  from  the  committee  appointed 
oa  the  petition  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-inorrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bid  ^'fur 
the  n^ore  convenient  taking  of  affidavits  aad  hail 
in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,''  with  amendments;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wholi^  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Boani 
of  Comtaissioners  west  of  Pearl  ri  ver.  The  Com- 
mittee  reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  [This  bjll 
merely  goes  to  allow  the  commissioners  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days  which  they  sat  beyond  the 
period  contemplated  in  the  law  under  which  they 
acted.] 

The  House  went  into  )a  Committee  oa  the  Wl 
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^  forlbe  beaefit  of  CliH«t»pber  MiUer^  wiiiok  wm 
^  reported  'without  amtndmeBt,  and  ordered  to  a 
^  third  reading.  [Tbisbrit  allows  C.  Miller  9d0 
'        acres  of  land  for  services  performed  under  Cfea* 

era!  Wayne.] 
'  The  House  went  into  Comraittee,  on  the  report 

'         of  the  Cotpmittee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 
'         John  i^urray,  who  prayed  for  the  settlement  of 
certain  loan  office  certificates. 

AAer  some  debate  oh  this  report,  it  was  obserr- 
«d.  that  this  claim  came  properly  tinder  the  de-^ 
scription  of  those  claims  respecting  which  the 
Committee  of  Claims  had  made  a  report  to  the 
House,  recomn^ending  the  repeal  of  the  statute 
of  limilatioaa.  It  was  therefore  m<^ed,  that  the 
Committee  riseaW  ask  leaie  tosU  agaih,  in  or- 
dar  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  goinginto  a  coift- 
mittee  on  that  report. — Carried* 

MARRIAGE  ilC£N8£8. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  hill 
relating  to  marriage  licehses,  in  Washington  couri- 
ty,  in  the  District  of  polumbia,  and  directing  tKe 
application  of  the  tax  thereom 

Mr.  DAi¥80N  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  with  a  riew  to  destroy  it,  as  it 
contained  a  principle  which  he  did  }iiot  wfsh  to 
aee  adopted.  ^  '         \ 

Mr.  Lewis  said  the  bill  proposed  ho  new  tax. 
The  laws  of  Maryland^  alrei)djr  impose  a  tax  of 
four  dollars  upop  evert  marriage  lieense,  and, 
marriage  licenses  issued  in  Wa^insrton  county 
are  now  subject  to  this  tax;  this  bilFwent  only 
to  appropriate  the  money  for  the  promotion  of 
learning  in  the  District. 

Mr.  Ulay  (the  Speaker)  1tnew  not  which  most 
to  admire,  the  conduct  of  the  opposer  or  supporter 
of  this  bill.  If  he  understood  tbe  gentleman  last 
up,  there  is  at  present  a  law  taxing  marriages,  but 
no  authority  to  .collect  the  tax.  which  is  the  same 
as  if  there  was  no  law  on  the  subject.  As  1ie 
thought  with  the  gentleman  first  up.  that  mar- 
raiges  ought  not  to  be  taxed,  but  pronroted,  he 
should  vote  with  him  for  striking  out  the  first  sec- 
tion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  it  was  a  little  singular  that 
one  iMchelor  should  support  this  bill,  and  another 
oppose  it.  He  hoped,  however,  there  would  be 
no  difference  of  opinion  amongst  the  married 
members  on  this  stibject.  He  would  be  in  favor, 
rather  of  giving  a  bounty  on  marriages,,  than  of 
laying  a  tax  upon  them.  The  citizens  of  Wash: 
ington  wishing  to  raise  money  in  this  way  to  sup- 
port their  academy,  pu^  him  in  mind  of  what 
happened  long  ago  in  England.  When  the  build- 
ing of  a  mansion  house  was  in  agitation,  the  party 
in  power  determined  to  get  the  funds  for  the  pur- 
pose out  of  the  dissenters.  They  therefore  laid 
a  tax  upon  any  dissenters  who  refused  to  suffer 
their  names  to  be  held  up  £ot  certain  offices;  and 
aAothec  tax  on  those  who  were  elected,  aad  re^ 
fused  to  take  the  aacramtnt  in  a  manner  which 
their  consciences  focbade.  He  would  prefer  a  tax 
on  ^OG^iorf  over  tweotv-five^  to  a  iax  on  ihar- 
riagesi  Md  this  would  incliide  hoik  the  gentlemen. 


The  section  was  struck  dtft,  there  being  forty- 
seven  members  for  iu  . 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  amend- 
ment; and  after  some  humorous  observations  in 
favor  of  retaining  tbe  section,  by  Mr.  Milnor,  the 
House  concurred  with  the  Committee  in  strikiug 
out  the  section.    Of  course  the  bill  was  lost. 

REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whule^  on  a  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  ' 
recommending  certain  claims,  (including  thedif- 
erent  species  of  liquidated  claims)  to  be  exempt- 
ed from  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitation. 
It  was  found  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
had  agreed  to  this  resolution  ;  but  that  there  was 
another  in  the  Tollowing  words,  referred  to  the 
same  Committee,  not  acted  upon. 

**  Resolved,  I'hat  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  meitits  of  all  claims  which 
may  be  referred  to  them,  which  originated  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  notwithstanding  such  claims  may 
be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitation,  and  that  they 
report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  House.** 

The  Committee  took  this  resolution  into  con- 
sideration, and  after  considerable  debate,  in  which 
Messrs*  GnoLaoiy,  Ci^t,  Wbight^  Fisk,  and 
Qqi,o,  supported,  aad  Messrs.  Btampobo.  Smiub, 
Alston,.  Boyd,  and.RbBsaTS,  opposed  the  reso- 
lution, it  was  carried,  52  votea  beiiig  f6r  it. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tiob  to  the  House;  but  no  decisioB  wa«  taken  upon 
it  before  the  House  aojoomed.- 

WEONBBnAT,  February  13. 

Mr.  Troup  presented  to  the  House  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Gkorgia, 
approbatory  of  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  relation  to  oiir  foreign  con- 
cerns, and  declaratory  of  their  determination  to 
support  suc^  measures  as  may  be  adopted  to 
maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country.— 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  that  part 
of  .the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  lor- 
eign  relations. 

^Mr.  Desha  presented  several  petitions  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  praying 
that  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  3tates 
may  be  leased  out  to  persons  applying  for  that  pur- 
pose, for  a  certkio  number  of  years,  and  at  a  cer- 
tain price  per  year,  xo  be  fixed  upon  by  Con- 
gress.— Referred  tq  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Liands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell, 

Re90hed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay*  before  this  House  It  list  of  persons 
on  the  pension  list,  the  State  or  Terriiorv  in 
which  they  live,  and  the  amount  annually  allow- 
ed each  person  ov  law, 

'  An  engrossed  Dili  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners. west  of  Pearl  river,  w^  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Christopher 
Miller  was  read  the  .third  time,^a^d  pa&sed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  considler  the  amend- 
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meots  of  the  Benaie  jto  the  btll  **'  for  tht  more 
convenient  taking  of  affidavits  ao4  bail  in  civil 
caoses  depending  in  the  Coorts  of  the  United 
States  £  which  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
Mr.  Tallmadoe,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral respecting  the  repairs  of  the  public  building, 
called  ^  Blodgei's  Hotel,"  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  providing  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  General  Post  Office,  the  Patent  Of- 
fice, and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  twice 
read;  and  committed. 

DRAWBACK  OP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  George  R.  Rapelye,  and 
others,  of  the  city  of  New  York;  which  was' 
concurred  in  by  the  House.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  petitioners  state,  that  their  respective  firms  pur- 
chased of  the  firm  of  Ingraham,  Phcenix,  and  Nizsen* 
goods,  entitled,  on  exportation,  to  the  drawback  of  du- 
ties, and  which  the  petitioners  purchased  and  exported 
under  the  persuasion  that  the  debentures  which  issued 
from  the  custom-house  would  be  duly  paid. 

In  this  calculation  they  have  been  disappointed,  as 
^  firm  of  Ingraham,  Phcenix,  and  Nixsen,  which  im- 
ported the  goods,  and  entered  the  same  for  exportation^ 
has  since  fiuled,  without  paying  the  duties,  amounting 
to  about  ninety-six  thousand  dollars,  to  the  United 
States.  The  petitioners  solicit  Congress  to  pass  an  act 
directing  the  collector  of  the  customs  lor  the  port  of 
New  York  to  pay  the  debentures  which  they  hold, 
notwithstanding  the  duties  have  not  been  paid  by  the 
firm  of  Ingraham,  Phoenix,  and  Nixsen,  the  importers 
of  the  goods. 

If  Congress  refiise  to  accede  to  this  solicitation  of 
the  petitioners,  they  then  pray  that  an  aoCmay  pass  to 
authorize  them  to  institute  a  suit  against  the  collector 
for  the  port  of  New  York,  for  the  amount  of  tiie  deben- 
tures, inasmuch  as  the  non-payment  of  the  dutTes  by 
the  firm  of  Ingraham,  Phcenix,  and  Nixsen,  is  fairly 
chargeable  to  the  negligence  of  the  collector,  in  not 
taking  responsible  sureties  to  Uie  duty  bonds. 

The  committee  can  see  no  ground  on  which  the  first, 
prf^sition  can  be  supported ;  the  law,  in  letter  and 
spirit,  ii  opposed  to  it.  The  taw  says':  **  In  no  case 
of  an  exportation  of  goods  shall  a  drawback  be  paid, 
until  the  duties,  on  the  importetion  thefek>f,  shall 
have  been  first  recelYed,"  No  duties,  on  the  goods 
imported  by  the  flan  of  Ingraham,  Phoonix,  and  Nix- 
sea,  have  as  yet  been  paid,  or  are  likely,  as  the  .com- 
mittee understand,  to  be  paid ;  the  petitioners,  there- 
ibre^are  not  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  their 
respective  debentures.  The  law,  as  it  stands,  clearly 
evinces  the  soundness  of  the  principles,  on  which  it  is 
founded;  no  case,  cot^  have  occurred  more  apposite 
to  prove  the  necessity  of  such  a  provision  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  Treasury. 

The  drawback  of  duties  is  allowed  on  two  grounds : 
first,  the  exportation  of  goods  within  twelve  months, 
calculating  fiom  the  time  of  entry  ;  and,  secondly,  on 
the  payment  of  duties  to  the  United  SUtes,  before,  or 
after,  such  exportation.  s 

The  goods  may  be  exported,  but,  if  ^  duties,  on 
their  importation,  are  not  paid,  there  can  be  no  legal 
right  to  demand  the  payinent  of  the  d^entures.    The 


wise  frameiB'of  the  law  never  intended  that  a  i 
which  tiiey  coastracted  for  the  enconragemeot  of  c 
meree  and  enterprise,  should  operate  in  such  a  way  as 
to  drain  the  Treasury.  To  sustain  the  piesent  af^ili- 
cation,  would,  undoubtedly,  produce  this  eflbct. 

The  second  proposition  cannot,  in  any  view  in  wfaidi 
it  can  be  presented  to  the  mind,  be  considered  as  ten- 
able. The  collector  is  responsible  for  the  omission  of 
such  duties  as  the  law  prescribes:  in  this  case,  if  he 
has  omitted  to  pecform  a  duty  assigned  to  him,  the 
United  States  are  alone  the  loser — the  petitioners  only 
fortuitously  so — an  accident  against  which  speculations 
cannot  be  secured.  The  remedy^  of  the  petitioners  is 
against  the  sellen'of  the  merchandise.  If  the  peti- 
tioners £ul  in  obtaining  redress 'against  the  firni  ef 
Ingraham,  PhosuiXf  and  Nixsen,  m  the  responsibiiity 
of  which  ^ey  confided,  their  case  is  remedileas.  The 
committee  cannot  transcend  the  limits  of  tha  GoBsci- 
tution,  or  the  sound  and  correct  prindplea  of  jwiapra- 
dence,  in  recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  which 
shall  be  endued  vfitfa  a  retroactive  operation.  Thej, 
^erefore,  submit  the  folfowing  resolution  to  the  House : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withr 
draw  their  petition. 

UNITED  STATES'  BANK  NOTEa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacoii ,  the  House  went  into 
a, Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  tenth  section  of  the  act  establishiog  the  uank 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bacoh  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  for- 
ward this  bill,  in  con'sequence  of  a  decision  which 
had  been  made  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Virginia, 
that  the  notes  issued  by  the  ^ank  of  the  United 
States  are  still  a  tender  in  pavmeots  to  the  col- 
lectors and  other  officers  of  the  United  States. 
The  committee  do  not  know  on  what  ground 
thb  opinion  was  given;  they  had  conceived  that 
as  the  limitation  of  the  law  had  etpired,  no  part  of 
it  pouid  still  have  force.  But,  as  this  opinion  has 
been  given  by  the  Chi^f  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  if  produces  great  inconvenience  to  the 
officers  of  the  United  States,  as  the  notes  of  the 
several  branches,  say  Charleston,'  Savannah^  New. 
Orleans,  d^,,  will  be  paid  only  at  the  branches 
from  which  they  issue. 

Some  ijrregular'  debate  took  place  on  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  the  bill  at  all.  It  was  contended 
jthat  the  whole  law  having  expired,  it  was  alto- 
gether unnecessary,  not  t6  say  improf»er,  to  pass 
a  bill  to  repeal  a  section  of  that  law.  '  It  was  re- 
plied by  the  Chairman  of  the  Comoiittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  others,  that  as  the  passing 
of  the  bill  would  prevent  any  further  trouble 
to  the  public  officers,  and  it  could  have  do  influ- 
ebce  on  anything  which  had  heretofore  taken 
place,  its  passage  was  desirable. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ordered 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

8ALABIE8  OF  OFFICBRa 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ihebttl  to  continue 
in  force  for  a  limited  time  the  salarieis  of  eertnin 
officers  of  Government  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  Bacom  stated,  that  this  bill  was  intended 
to  continue  in  foroe  a  law  passed  in  1799,  for  iA- 
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creasing  the  salaries  of  the  Heads  of  Departments^, 
and  6ther  officers  of  the  GorerDmeot,  which  had 
been  continued  from  time  to  time  ever  siiice. 
Mr.  B.  stated  what  the  severs^l  salaries  were  be- 
fore this  law  passed,  and  what  they  had  been 
, since,  and  left  it  for  the  Committee  to  decide  on 
the  propriety  of  passing  the  bill.  ^ 

Mr.  Stanford  disliked^  the'  phraseology  of  the 
limitation  clause  to  this  bill,  which  was  "for 
three  years  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress  thereafter."  Hfi  said  the  bill  might  as 
well  be  made  for  four  at  once.'  He  made  two 
iiiisaeee»fal  attempts  tv  amend  the  bill  in  this 
r6speot. 

'  Mr.  S.  then  mored  to  amend  the  bill,  by  ad- 
ding to  the  salary  of  the  Postndaster  Qeneral 
(ever  and  above  the  'argument  included  ift  4he 
bill)  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  And  to  the 
first  Assistant  Postmaster  Genei:al,  three  hundred 
dollars. 

A  division  of  the  motion  was  called  for,  and 
the  addition  to  the  Postmaster  Generat  was  car- 
Tied,.58  to  24. 

But  the  question  being  put  on  adding  three 
himdred  dollars  to  the  salary  of  the  first  Aissistaiit 
Postmaster  General,  it  was.  opposed  by  Mr.  Bas- 
SETT  and  Mr.  LACOCK,and  supported  by  Mr.  Tali^ 
MADGE.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Key,  who  thought  it 
would  be  well  to  take, a  longer  time  to  coq^idet 
the  subject,  the  Committee  r6se  and  obtained  leave 
to  Alt  again. 


Thursday,  February  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Seaver,  the  select  commit- 
tee were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Silas  Stone,  and  it^  was  referred  to 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  billTrbm^ 
the  Senate  ^  to  promote  the  progress  of  science 
and  useful  Arts,* by  securing^  for  a  limited  timf, 
to  the  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  re- 
•peciive- discbveries.'*^ 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  document  in  support  of 
the  petition  of  James  H.  MeCjulloch  :  which  was 
referred  to  tb^  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
the  several  petitions  of  the  Collectors  of  Philadel-. 
phia,  Norfolk,  Plymonth^and  Baltimore. 

Amessagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  makingap- 
propriations  for  the  support  of  an  additional  miU 
itary  force,"  with  an  aniiendment ;  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ren* 
dering  the  Representatives  Chamber  more  con- 
▼enient  to  the  despatch.of  public  business,  and  of 
finishing  the  same.  - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  House  took 
tip  for  consideration  the  resolution,  some  time,  ago 
submitted  by  him.  to  ia3truct  the  Committee  of 
Ways  aod  Means  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
prohibiting  by  law  the  corporation  of  New  Or» 
lean^  frctm  exacting  a  tsux  or  duty  enr  vessels,  boftta, 
or  other  craft,  descendki^  the  Mississippi,  ladea 
with  pr6duee,  and  touehing  at  that  pftiM,  4^  ^ 


This  proposition  was  objected  toby  Mr.  Troup, 
principally  becauseit  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  sub- 
ject for  .judicial,  investigation,  and  because  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  was  not  represented  on  this 
floor.  It  #a8  supported  by  Messrs.  Poindextee 
and  McKeb,  because  the  tax  in  question  was  a 
grievous  one  on  the  people  of  the  Western  country, 
and  said  to  be  unconstitutional,  as  being  ti  tax  on 
exports;  which  was  a  sufficttnt  ground  fyr  in- 
quiry into  the  subject.  If  the  Territory  should 
sendadelegateao  the  present  Congress^  he  would 
arrive  in  time  for  the  final  decision  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  proposed  to  be  constituted,  4fcc. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  a  considerable 
majority,  and  a  committee  of  &ye  accordingly  ap- 
pointed. 

ARMING  THf:  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  inself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providihc  for  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Williams' explained  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
nDd  bow  the  committee  who  reported  it  bad  en- 
deavored to  divest  this  plan  of  the  features  which 
were  objected  to  when  it  was  incorporated  in  the 
classification  bill. 

Mr.  ROBERTS;  after  expressing  his  desire  to 
vote  for  the  bill,  if  it  could  be  amended  so  as  to 
secure  its  avowed  object  in  the  Slate  which  he 
represented,  as  well  as  in  other  Spates,  which  had 
already  made  provision  for  arming  their  militia, 
'moved  to  amend  the  section  for  distributing  the 
arms,  by  adding  thereto  the  words  *' or  in  such 
manner  as  the  Legislatures-  of  the  respective 
States  or  Territories  may  by  law  direct." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  43  to  40. 

Mr.  Roberts  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  destroy  it ;  as 
be -thought,  in  its  present  form^the  carrying  it 
into  effect  would  be  attended  with  great  incon- 
venience. He  particularlv  objected  to  the  fines 
and  penalties  inflicted  by  the  bill. 

The  metioD  was  negatived,  there  being  only 
twenty-six  members  in  favor <>f  it.    , 

The  Committee  rpse,  and  reported  the  bil^  to 
the  House-.    The  House  took  it  up ;  when 

Mr,  Roberts  renewed  his  motion,  to  add  the 
following  words  to  the  sectioii  which  directs  the 
distribution  of  the  arms ;  "as  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  may  by  law  direct." 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  hoped  that  this  amendment 
would  be  agreed  to;  in  order  to  accommodate  gen- 
tlemen whose  States  would  pi^efer  a  difi*erent 
mode  of  distribution  from  that  prescribed  in  the 
bill.  He  thought  the  main  object  was  to  get  the 
arms;  their  distributibn  might  be  very  well  left 
with  the  several  State  governments*  He  should 
be  sorry  if  the  bill  sjiould  be  lost,  by  gentlemen's 
pertinaciously  adhering  to  their  own  particular 
mode  of  distribution. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  was  sorry  that  any  difference 
of  opinion  should  exist  as  to  the  mode  of  distrib- 
uting  these  arms,  and  when  gentlemen,  in  whose 
intelligenee  and  integrity  he  had  the  utmost  re- 
liance, assured  him  that  the  mode  of  distributiag 
the  arms,  proposed  in  the  bill,  would  not  be  weU 
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receirei  ia  tbetr  States,  he  could  oot  bbt  beliere 
theaif  and  was  desiroa»  of  acoommodating  them. 
He,  for  ooe,  wished  to  see  theae  arms  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  were  to  use  ihem ;  there  were 
weiffhty  reasons  agaiost  placing  them  ia  arsenals 
in  the  Southern  States ;  but  he  should  be  glad  if- 
the  bill  could  be  bo  arranged  as  to  suit  the  views 
of  all  who  were  friendly  to  the  measure. 

The  question  was  taken  and  carried^yeas  70, 
nays  41,  as  follows. 

Tkas — Willis  Alston,  Willism  Andeison,  SteV- 
enson  Archer,  John  Bmker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Big- 
elow,  Htnnanos  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  Bntler,  Epaphro- 
ditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Roger  Davis, 
Elias  Earle,  WilUaip  Ely,  James  Emott,  William 
Pindiey,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Felix  Gmndy, 
Obed  Uall,  John  M.'  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn., 
Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Leievery  Joseph 
Lewis,  jnn.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyie, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexaader  McKim, 
James  MilnOTi^  Samuel  L.>IitchilI,  James  Morgan,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Onnsby,  William  Pi- 
per, James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,, 
William  Reed,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, William  Rodman,  John  Sevier,  Danjel  Sheffey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

NATS-^Bnrwell  Bateett,  Wilfiam  Blackledge,  John 
C.  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Jos. 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodvryn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Qrten,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes, . 
Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Peter  ^ 
Little,  WilUam  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Thbmas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryje, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  M«  Richardson,  B^enry 
M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Ebene^r  Sage,  Ebene- 
zer  Seaveri  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Philip 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong^  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, and  Robert  Wright. 

After  some  objections  by  Mr.  Milnor  to  the 
details  of  the  bill,  partieulady  as  to  the  fines  and 
imprisonments  imposed,  and  some  debate  upon  an 
limeudment  which'  he  proposed,  but  afterwards 
withdrew,  the. bill  was  amended  at  the  ioKUinceof 
Mr.  Milnor,  by  addiog  to  it  the  following  pro- 
viso :  "Prortdea.  That  no  imprisonment  directed 
*  by  this  act,  shall,  in  any  instance,  endure  for  a 
'  longer  term  than  three  months^ 

The  question  was  then  put,  ^'  Shall  the  bill  be 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  ?"  when 
Mr.  Macon  wished  the  decision  of  that  question 
miffht  be  postponed  till  to-morrow;  for,  friendly 
as  be  wa<,  and  always  had  been,  to  the  arming  of 
the  militiat  an  aipeadment  had  laken  place  which 
he  disliked  so  much  that  he  wished  time^  to  con- 
sider whether  he  ought  now  to  vote  for  the  bill. 

And  00  ifiotioo,  ihe -House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Fridat,  February  14* 

Mr.  GooLBON,  from  4he  committee,  made  a  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Lieotenant  Simeon  Elnig^iic, 
Which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Gbol.80n  presented 
a  bin  for  the  relief  of  Lieotenant  Simeon  Kni^t, 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee bf'the  Wh6le  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow^  from  the  Committee  oa  the  Pob- 
lic  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Thorn* 
as  Orr ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  there- 
in contained  concurred  in  by  the  Hon^e,  as 
follows : 

BeMhed,  That  Thomas  Orr,  the  assignee  of 
Martin  Andrews,  be  confirmed  m  the  parcbaae  of 
the  souttieast  quarter  of  section  number  cdeveB, 
township  nnnber  seven,  and  range.second,  in  the 
Steuben  viile'  District,  which  purchase  was  made 
on  the  fourth  day  of  May,  1811,'atthe  race  of  four 
dolhirs  per  acre. 

The  Comtnittee  on  the. Public  Lands  were  ia- 
stracted  to  bring  in  a  bill,  pursuant  to  the  said  re- 
solution.  ' 

Mr.  BuRWELif  moved  that  the  petition  of  Peter 
Landais,  presented  some  time  ago,  and  at  that 
time  refused  a  reference  to  a  select  committee,  be 
now  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  Tlua 
was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Qbolson^  the  chainaaa 
of  that  committed  who  said  this«  petition  had 
beea  frequently  berore  that  committee,  and  re* 
poru  naade  ppon  it.  If  it  were  ^referredat  all,  he 
hoped  it  would  therefore  go  ton  select  committee. 
Tb^  tnotion  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Comfiiit- 
tee  of  Claims  was  negatived^  A  motion  was 
then  mtfde  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  and 
carried. 

CLAIM  OF  THOMAS  WILSON. 

Mr.  Gaoi^o^^  from  the  Committee  of  Claimsi 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Wilson ; 
which  was  read ;  whpo,  Mr.  Ohol30N  presented 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson  ;  which 
was  read  twice  aini  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  /on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as 
follows :      ' 

That  the  petitioner  claims  an  oddUiBntlaUouHMnet  lot 
rations  fhmisbed  to  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in 
Louisiana,  pursuant  to  a  contract  with  the  Department 
of  War,  dated  the  3d  of  August^  1803.  When  the  de- 
mand of  the  petitioner  for  extra  allowance  was  present- 
ed at  the  War  Department,  itappeara  hisaccounts  had 
been  transibrred  to  the  aooounting.officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury ;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  observes  that,  '<  having 
duly  considered  the  claim  befbre  mentioned,  with  all 
the  circumstances  accompanying  ^e  same,**  he  con- 
ceives he  is  *<  not  au&onzed  to  make  any  further  al- 
lowance ;*'  but  he  recommended  to  the  Comptroller  a 
suspension  of  legal  proceedings  against  Mr.  Wilson, 
until  he  could  make  application  to  Congress  for  relief. 
Upon  the  face  of  the  contract  there  is  nothing  to  sup- 
port the  demand  of  the  petitioner. .  His  claim  is  found- 
ed on  two  letters  from  General  Dearborn,  late  Secreta- 
ry of  War,  which  are  exMbited  as  evidence  of  an  un- 
derstanding between  the  Secretary  and  the  petitkmer 
at  the  tine  of  the  eontract.  In  one  of  these  letters. 
General  Dearborn  says  to  Mr.  Wilson,  **  that  it  was 
undeobtedly  ^intended  to  taialte  you  ^reasonable  allow- 
aaecn^  any  nnlmseen  and  onavoid^de  eapenses.thal 
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trdgfat  bepome  aecewtfy  ftf  eairyiBg  kilo  eflect  «iieh 
parts  of  your  contnci  u  rotated  to  new  potta  that 
'might  bo  eataUisbod  within  the  limits  of  your  contract 
in  Louisiana."  This  letter  is  dated  the  3^  of  April, 
1811.  In  4he  other  letter  General  Dearborn  informs 
Mr.  EostLi  i<  that  eadi  of  the  poets  in  Lonisiana,  inclod- 
ing  New  Oileans)  might  be  considered  as  new  poets," 
Thna  the  petitioner  claims  extra  compensition  for  the 
•applies  fttrnished  by  him  at  all  the  military  posts  in 
Iioaisianef  upon  the  aUegation  that,  in  furnishing 
Ihem,  he  encoontered  '*  unforeseen  and  nnaTOidable 
expenses." 

To  sustain  thi«.aSltgation,  the  petitioner  has  adduced 
a  variety ,  of  doouments  >which  satisfy  the  committee, 
thai,  in  exeouting  ki«  omtn^t,  he  was  subjeoted  to  in- 
eoAvenieneee,  and  must  have  inourffed  expenses  not 
foreseen  at  tlM  date"  of  the  contract,  fiupplies,  in  ad- 
vance, for  a  much  longer  period  ihan  that  mentioned 
in  the  contract  were  requirod,  and,  as  the  i^titiober  as- 
serts, without  the  stipulated  notice.  The  petiti<mer,  it 
appears  was  .consequently  compelled  to  procure  jthe 
supplies  at  high  prices  in  the  neig:hborhood  of  tlie 
places  where  they  were  wanted,  whilst,  in'a  regular 
eourse  of  supply,  he  would  have  had  time  to  have  got 
provisions  from  the  Western  country,  where  they  were 
cheep.  The  sudden  augmentations  and  diminutions 
of  the  detachments  for  Orleans  Territoiy,  are,  more- 
over, affirmed  by  the  petitioner  to  have  been  causes  of 
embarrassment  and  unforeseen  expense. 

Your  committee,  after  a  full  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject, are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  tb 
eome  additional  compensation;  to  be  adjusted  by  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Depaitment  pf  War,  upon 
such  evidence  as  may  be  produced  by 'the  petitionei'. 
They,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  import  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resomedl  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  armiDg  the  militia  ;  when,  on  inetion  of 
Mr.  MiLNOR,  an  amendment  was  made  to  that 
section  of  the  bill  which  inflicts  a  penalty  on  the 
representative  of  any  deceased  militiaman  im- 
properly wittbholding  his  arms. 

Mr.  M.  Clay  stated  that  he  jwierd^j  iroted  in 
favor  t)f  an  amjendmeat  tp  the  bill,  leaving  it  with 
the  respective  States  or  Territories  to  dtstrihaite^ 
the  arms  provided  by  this  bill,  in  sueh  madneras 
they  may  direct.  He  now  wished  to  have  that 
Tote  reconsidered,  and  moved  to  that  effect^-*The 
yeas  and  nays  were  6aUed  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  Lacock  observed,  that  as  this  was  an  im- 
portant question,  upon  which,  perhaps,  the  fate'o^ 
the  bill  depended,  he  could  wish  to  fiave  it  decid- 
ed in  a  fuller  House;  there  bein^^  barely  a  quo- 
rum of  members  present.  He,  therefore,  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn.— rCarried. 


Monday,  February  17. 

Mr.  MojiROW,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  eiving  a  further  time 
ibr  roistering  claims  to  lands  in  the  w^tefn  dis- 
trict of  the  Territory  of  Orleans;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  M>  a  Committee  of-  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  eommittee  appointed  the 
7th  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  authorise  John 
Rutherford,  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to 


bring  into  the  Udfted  States  certain  slaves  there- 
in named;  which  wtts  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  on  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

mCREASE  OF  REVENUE. 
Mr.  Bacon^  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the  revenue 
necessary  for  the  present  and  t'wo  succeeding 
years,  accompanied  with  -a  plan  for  raisinsf  the 
same;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  haying  taken 
into  consideration  (he  subject 'of  the  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  United  States  for  the  present  and  two 
succeeding  years,  in  particular  reference  to  a  state  of 
contemplated  war  during  a  greater  portion  of  that 
period,  ask  leave  to  report — 

That  the  ordinary  expenses  during  the  present  year, 
grounded  on  the  estimates  already  laid  beibre  Con-  , 
gross,  are  estimated  as  follows,  viz : 
Expenses  of  a  civil  nature  both  foreign 

and  domestic    -        -        -        -        -     91,260,000 
Army — exclusive  of  the  additionaf  mili- 
tary force  autbotizad  by  the  act  of  tiie ' 
•  present  session,  and  including  $32,800  ^ 
for  the  service  of  the  militia  in  the  , 
years  1809, 1810,  and  l«ll        -        -        2,681,000 
Naval  Department,  incfuding  the  Ma- 
rine Corps        ..-.--        2,600,000 
Arsenals,  arms,  ordnance,  repairs  of  for- 
tifications, dbc.,  including  $200,000 
permanent  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase and  manufoctute  of  arms  •  614,000 
Indian  Department       -        -     ,  -        -  220,000 
liiterest  on  the  pubHc  debt    •        -        -        2,225,000 


$9,400,000 


Total  ordinaiy  expenses        ... 

That  the  actual  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
ury during  the  same  year  are  estima- 
ted at       -        .        .        ...     $8,200,000 

Leaving  a  deficit  in  the  receipts  of       •     $1,200,000 

Which  deficit  may,  however,  be  paid  out  of  the 
moneys  remaining  in  tfi^  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the 
last  year,  leaving  a  sum  Of  91,900,000  on  hand, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  it  would  not 
be  prudent  nnder  existing  cbcnmstances,  lurtiier  to 
exhaust 

That  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  present  year 
aheady  authorised  by  tow,  or  which  by  bfils  pending 
before  Congress  an  in  a  cenrse  of  authorisation,  are 
as  follows,  viz: 
Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp 

equipage,  and  ether  quartermaster's 
.stores       -       >.        -        -        -        .     $1,900,000 
8ix  companies  of  mounted  rangers        •  108,762 

Additional  miIi^Iy  force       ...       5,112,6b0 
Repairing  vessels  out  of  eommimion  and 

purchase  of  timber  for  naval  purposes  680,000 

Erection  of  additional  fortifications     -  -        1,000,000 
CalUng  out  certafai  corps,  of  vohmteers        1,000,000 


Total  extraordinary  expeneea  say 


10,801,832 
$11,000,000 


The  irbole  of  which  sum  it  is  necessary,  and  ia  ao- 
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oordkigly  proposed,  to  raise  by  loan,  eonfennablelo  the 

bill  herewith  reported  by.  tbe  committee. 

That  the  amount  of  the  prinoipal  of  the  pubUc  d^t 
which  is  reimburseable  during  the  eame  year,  con- 
aieting  of  six  per  cent.,  deferred  and  exchanged 


And  in  the  event  of  stocks,  falling  below 
par  (theireby  imposing  upon  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  an  ob- 
ligation to  purchase  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  the  redaction  of  the . 
pubkic  debt)  may  amount  to  the  far- 
ther sum  of      -        -        - 


8,64(H00P 


Total  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  pub« 
lie  debt  which  may  become  reimbursa- 
ble  during  the  present  year 


-     $6,775,000 


Which  sum  it  is  also  proposed  to  authorize  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinlpng  Fund  to  borrow,  con- 
formable to  such  bill  as  (may  hereafter  be  reported. 
That  the  ordinary  expanses  of  Gorem- 
ment  for  the  year  18 13^  may  be  esti- 
mated   as  for  the  present  year,   at 
about        -        -        -        - 
To  which  must  be  added  the  interest 
then  acchiing  on  tlie  loan  proposed  to 
be  authorized'  for  the  service  of  the 
present  year,  estimating  the  same  at 
six  per  cent.,  and  amounting  to 
Making  the  revenue  necessaty  to  be  pro- 
vided, for  paying  the  ordinary  expen- 
ses, and   interest  on  loans,  for  that 
year  (and  leaving  the  extraordinary 
expenses  of  tjhe  year  also  to.be  provi- 
ded for  by  loans)       -        -       ^- 
That  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from , 
the  present  sources  of  revenue  during 
that  year,  calculating  on  a  state  of 
war  during  a  greater  portion  of  the 
present  year,  are  estimated  (conjectur- 
aliy)  at     -        -        -  .     -' 


$9,00(^00a 


660,000 


9,660,000 


Leaving  a  deficiency  to  be  provided  for 
by  additional  revenues  to  be  received 
during  (hat  year,  of  -        •        a 

Estimating  the  ordinary  expenses  of  1 6 14 
as  for  the  present  year,  at  about 

And  adding  tbe  interest  accruing  on  the 
loan  proposed  (br  Uie  present  year     - 

And  also  the  interest  thiui  accruing  on  . 
the  loan  r which  in  all  probability  may 
be  necessary  to  cover  the  extraordi- 
nary expenses  of  1813,  and  which  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  calculate  at 
less  than  eleven  millions   -     .  • 

Making  the  revenue  necessary  to  be  pro- 
vided 'for  paying  the  ordinary  expen- 
ses and  interest  on  loans  for  that  year 
(and  leaving  the  extraordinaxy  ex- 
penses of  the  year  also  to  be  provided 
for  by  loans)     ..... 

Estimating  the  receipts  into  the  Treaa* 
nry  from  the  present  sources  of  the 
revenue  during  that  year  at       •  .      - 


3,100,000 


Leavwg  a  dafidenoy  to  be  piovidsd  for 
by  additional  revenues  to  be  received 
during  that  year,  of  -        -        -        -     $7,220^000 


Under  this  prospective  view  of  the  financial  situatioo 
$2,135,000  of  the  Gcrvemment,  it  became  in  the  judgment  of  the 
committee  their  imperious  duty,  as  well  in  referenee  to 
the  obligations  incumbent  upon  them  from  the  gvneral 
trust  with  which  they  were  dothed,  as  also  in  defier- 
enee  to  that  portion  <Mf  the  Message  of  the  Preeident  of 
the  United  States  wfaieh  had  been  specially  refemd  to 
their  consideration,  to  enter  as.  early  as  possible  npott 
a  systsw  of  ways  and  means  calenlated  to  provide  a 
revenue,  '*  sufl&eient  at  least  to  defray  the  ordioaiy  ex- 
fenses  of  Government,  and  to  pay  the  intoreat  on  tbe 
pnblie  debt,  inehiding  that  on  new  leans  which  may 
be  authorized." 

^ny  provision  falling  short  of  this  re<}airitio<i, 
would,  in  the  ophnion  of  the  committee,  betray  an  im- 
providence in  the  Government,  tending  to  impair  its 
general  character,  to  sap  the  foundations  of  ito  credit, 
and  to  enfeeble  its  energies  in  the  prosecution  of  tbe 
contest  into  which  it  may  soon  be  driven  in  defence  ef 
its  nnquestionable  rights,  and  for  the  repulsion  of  kmg 
continued  and  most  aggravated  aggressions.  Bhoold 
the  ruinous  System  of  relying  altogether  upon  the  aid 
of  loans,  for  defraying  not  only  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penditures of  the  present  and  succeeding  years,  but  also 
a  large  portion  both  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government,  and  the  interest  on  the  public  dtebt,  in- 
cluding that  on  new  loans,  be  sufiered  to  prevail,  and 
no  additional  revenues '  be  seasonably  provided^  it  will 
,  result,  that  the  loans  which  it  may  be  necessary  to 
authorize  during  the  year  1813,  must  amount  to  at 
least  $17,560,000,  and  for  1814,  to  $18,230,000;  an 
operation  which  by  throwing  into  the  market  so  large 
an  amount  of  stock,  accompanied  with  no  adequate 
provision  for  paying  even  the  interest  accruing  on  snch 
as  may  be  created,  but  relying  altogether  upon  tbe 
decressing  ability  to  borrow  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
such  interest,  must  have  a  most  unfavorable  efiect  upon 
the  general  price  of  public  stocks,  and  the  consequent 
terms  of' the  loans  .themselves.  It  may  be  added,  that 
a  system  of  that  sort  would,  it  is  believed,  be  found  to 
be  altogether  unprecedentod  4n  the  finandal  histoiy  of 
any  wise  and  regukt  Govemaiettt>  and  mast,  if  yieUad 
6,560,000  to,  prodnee,  at  no  distant  peripd,  that  general  steto  ol 
public  discredit  which  attended  the  national  finances 
daring  the  war  o£  the  Revohitlon,  and  which  nothing 
9,000,000  but  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the' country,  and  the 
want  of  a  well  organized  and  efficient  Govemaent 
660,000  during  the  period  of  that  Revolution,  could  at  all  justify. 
To  have  withheld  from  the  public  view  a  fair  exposi- 
tion of  the  probable  state  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
Government,  under  the  ve/y  first  pressure  of  active 
war,  or  tfi  have  deferred  submitting  to  the  House  sach 
a  system  ^as  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  was  in- 
660,000  dispensable  to  plabe  the  revenues  of  the  coontiy  upon 
a  basis  commensurate  with  the  pablic  exigendas, 
would,  in  their  judgment,  at  once  have  evinced  in  tbe 
eyes  of  foreign  nations  an  imbecility  of  action  and  of 
design,  the  eStdU  of  which  must  be  too  obvioas  to  be 
mistaken.  And  as  i^  regards  oar  own  coon^,  weald 
have  indicated  a  policy  as  feeble  and  short-sighted  as 
.  10,820)000  it  must  have  been  considered  deceptive  and  disingenu- 
ous— as  unworthy  the  rulers  of  a  free  and  enUghteoed 
I  nation,  as  in  ito  result  it  would  have  been  found  fiUal 
to  iU  interesto,  and  paralyzing  to  all  its  efibrts.  It  is 
obvioof  that  the  whole -amount  which  It  is 
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to  raise  in  order  to  me«t  the  anticipated  deficit  4>t  rev* 
enue  for  the  ensuing  years,  is  Indeed  **  moderate  when 
compared  either  with  the  popnlation  and  wealth  of  the 
United  States  or  with  the  burden^  laid  oik  European 
nations  by  their  Governments." 

To  donbt  eith'er  the  «'will  or  the  ability'*  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  bear  s^di  burdens  as 
are  indispensable  to  this  endr  would  be,  to  doubt  their 
dispositions  to  meet  seriously  the  contest  which  is'  pre- 
sented to  them,  and  wonid  go  far  to  prove  that  it  had 
better  not  have  been  attempted. 

To  doubt  Uie  readiness  of  the  €rovemment,to  bring 
"promptly  and  efficiently"  into  action  the  necessary 
resources  of  the  nation,  would  be  to  cast  a  distrust 
over  the  sincerity  of  those  pledges  which  they  have 
so  recently  and  distinctly  given  to  the  world  in  that 
respect,  and  would  imply  a  suspieioii  of  their  firmness 
or  fbreoast  not  lor  a  jnoment  to  be  entertainM. 

For  A  mote  full  and  distinct  eld<iidation  of  the  gene- 
ral subject  which  it  has  become  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee to  •present  to  the  House,  they  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  letter  of  th^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  an- 
swer to  the  several  inquiries  made  of  him  by  their  order, 
and  wfaieh  has  heretofore  been  laid  before  the  House ; 
ooncorring  .as  they  most  filUy  do  in  .the  genq^  opin- 
ion expressed  by  him,  **  That  what  appears,  to  be  of 
▼itftl  dmportance  is,  that  the  crisis  should  at  once  be 
,  met  by  the  adoption  of  efficient  measures,  which  will 
with  certainty  provide  means  commensurate  with  the 
expense,  and  by  preserving  unimpaired  instead  of  abus- 
ing that  public  credit  on  which  the  public  resources  so 
eminently .  depend,  will  enable  the.Unite4  States  to 
persevere  'uk  the  ^ntest,  until  an  honorable  peace  shall 
have  been  obtained." 

It  is  then  proposed  by  the  committee,  that  the  ad- 
ditional revenue  which  w1U  be  necessary  *<  to  defray 
the  ordinary  expense  of  Government,  and  to  pay  the 
ifiterest  on  the  public  debt,  including  that  on  ne\9 
loans  wliich  may  he  authoniied,"  should  be  immedia- 
tely provided  for  in  the  following  modes,  vie : 

Is/.  AdditioneU  duties  of  imposts  and  tonnage, 

1st.  An  increase  of  t^e  duties  now  payable  by  law  on 
imported  merchandise  calculated  to  yield  a  net  rev- 
enue of $2^50<M>00 

Sd.  A  farther  retention  on  the  amount 
of  all  drawbacks  allowed  by  law  on 
the  exportation  of  goods,  wa^res,  and 
merchandise^  calculated  to  yield  a  net 
revenue  of 100,000 

3d.  An  additional  tonnage  duty  on  Ame- 
rican and  foreign  vessels,  calculated  to 
yield  a  net  revenue  oi"       -        -        -        '  800,000 

4th.  A  duty  on  all  salt  imported,  calcu- 
lated to  yield  a  net  revenue  of  -        -  400,000 


Total  net  amount  of  revenue  estimated 

'  irom  additiom^l  duties  of  imposts  and 

tonnage   -        -        -      .-        -        - 


3,d0<y,000 


U.  Bitsmal  duties* 

Itt.  A  duty  on  licenses  to  distil  spirits  from  foreign 
end  domestic  materials,  calculated  to  yield  a  gross 
revenue  of ^¥6,000 

%d*  A.  duty  on  lioenses  ta  retatlers  ef 
wines,  spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise, 
including  tavern-keepejs,  calculated  to     >      .    . 
yield  a  gross  revetiue  of     •        -        -  600»000 


M.  A  duty  on  si^es  at  auction  of  foreign 
merchandise  and  of  vessels,  calculated 
to  yield  a  gross  revenue  of         •        - 

4th.  A  duty  on  all  sugam  refined  in  the 
United  States,  calculated  to  yield  a 
gioss  revenue  of       - 

5th.  A  ;duty  on  carriages  used  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  ealcatated  to 
yield  a  gross  revenue  of    - 

6th.  A  duty  on  various  instruments  of 
writing,  to  be  collected^  by  means  of 
stamps,  calculated  to  yield  a  gross  rev- 
enue of    -        -        •     ,  -       -        - 

Total  gross  amount  of  revenue  estima- 
ted firom  hitemal  duties    -   '     - 
8rf.  Direct  tax. 

A  direct  tax  to  be  laid -and  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, gross  amount    - . 


Total  gross  amount  estimated  to  be  re- 
ceived from  internal  duties  and  direct 
tax,  when  they  shall  be  efiectually  or- 
ganiaed,  (or  in  1814,)        -        -        - 

D^uct  expense  of  assessment,  collec- 
tion, and  losses,  at  about  15  percent; 

Net  amount  estimatecl  from  internal  du- 
.   ties  and  direct  tax  for  1814 

Net  amount  estimated  from  additional 
duties  of  imposts  and  tonnage,  inter- 
nal duties,  and  direct  tax  for  1814 

But  which  on  account  of  the  fneffsctual . 

'  organizatian  of  the  internal  duties  and 

direct  tax  may  not  yield,  in  1813^  that 

amoui^t  by  a  sum  (^         -        -        • 

Leavihg  the  net  amount  estimated  for 
1813 


fl60,000 
200,000 
160,000 

460|000 
1,736,000 

3,000,000 

4,735,000 
700,000 

4.035,000 
7,235,000 

650,000 
6,575,000 


And  for  this  purpose  the  Committee  recommend  to 
the  House  the  adoption  of  t&e  following  resolutions, 
viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per 
cent  be  made  to  the  several  rates  of  permanent  dutice 
DOW  imposed  by  law  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  States. 

2.  ResokfMf  That  twenty-five  per  centum  be  re- 
tained on  all  the  drawbacks  allowed  by  law  on  tho  ex- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  exported 
from  the  United  States. 

3.  Resohedf  That  additional  tonnage  duties  be  laid 
at  the  following  rates,  viz  t 

1st.  On  all  vessels  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  or 
fisheries,  twentj  cents  per  ton  a  year. 

2d.  On  all  other  vessels  owned  by  eitisens  of  the 
United  States,  twenty-five  oenU  per  ton  on  the  entry 
of  the  vessel. 

3d.  On  all  foreign  vessels,  one  .dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  ton  on  the  entry  of  the  vessel. 

4.  Remihedj  That  a  duty  of  twenty  cenU  per  bushel 
be  laid  upon  all  salt  imported  into  the  United  States. 

■  5.  Resolved,  That  duties  be  laid  on  licenses  to  distil 
spirits,  at  the  following  rates,  viz : 

ist.  On  ttilU  employed  in  distilling  spirits  bam 
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foreign  materialf,  at  the  rate  of  eeven^-fire  cmiXM  per 
gmllon  on  the  capacity  of  such  atiilt. 

2d.  On  Ftilts  solely  employe4  in  distilling  spirits 
^m  domestic  materials,  at  any  distillery  at  wl^ieh 
theiB  are  one  or  more  stills  of  more  capacity  together 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  at  th9  rate  of  fifty 
cents  per  gallon,  on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

dd.  On  other  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling 
qtirits  from  fruity  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  on  each 
still  a  year. 

4th.  On  other  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling 
spirits  from  any  domestic  materials,  at  the  rate  of  fif* 
teen  dollars  on  each  still  a  year. 

6»  Resolved,  That  duties  l>e  laid  on  licensee  to  re- 
tailers of  wines,  spirits,  and  ibreign  merchandise,  in- 
cluding tavern  ke^rs,  at  the  foUowing  rates,  vh : 

If  in  cities,  towns,  or  villiges,  containing  mora  than 
one  hundred  £imilies— 

1st.  On  retailen  of  foreign  raerchandiee,  including 
wines  and  spirits,  twenty-five  dollara. 

8d.  Qn  retailers  of  wines  alone,  twenty  dollars. 

3d.  On  retailers  of  spirits  alone,  twenty  dollars. 

4th.  On  retailera  of  domestic  spirits  alone,  fifteen 
dollars. 

6th.  On  rotailera  of  fnreign  merchandise  other  th^ 
wines  or  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

If  in  any  other  place  than  cities,  towns,  ^r  vilhi^es, 
containing  mora  than  one  hundred  fkmitie^ 

1st.  On  ratailers  of  foraign  merchandise,  including 
wines  and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

8d.  On  ratailers  of  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

3d.  On  retailen  of  domestic  spirits  aloi^e,  ten  dol- 
lan. 

4th.  On  ratailera  of  ibrefgn  merchandise  other  than 
wines  and  spirits,  ten  dollars. 

7.  Reaohid,  That  duties  be  laid  on  sales  at  auction 
of  foreign  merchandise,  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  purchase  money,  two  dollara ;  and  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion of  ^tps  or  vessels,'  for  every  hundred  dollara  of 
the  purchase  m6ney,  twenty-five  cents. 

8.  Resolved,  That  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound 
be  laid  on  all  sogara  refinvd  in  the  United  States,  al- 
lowing a  drawback  on  the  ezporution  of  the  same. 

9.  Resolved,  That  duties  be  laid  on  carriages  used 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  at  the  following  rates: 

Ist.  On  every  coach,  chariot,  and  postchaise,  twen- 
ty-five dollars. 

3d.  On  every  phaeton,  and  on  every  eoachee,  hav- 
ing panel  work  in  the  upper  division  thereof;  fifteen 
dollars. 

3d.  On  every  four-wheel  carriage  banging  on  steel 
springs,  ten  dollats. 

4th.  On  every  four-wheel  carriage  hanging,  upon 
iron  or  wo«>den  springs,  and  on  every  two-wheel  car- 
riage, with  a  top,  or  hanging  on  steel  or  iron  springs, 
five  dollars. 

(th.  On  every  other  four  or  two*wheel  carriage, 
three  dollara. 

10.  Resolved,  That  stamp  duties  be  laid  on  the  foN 
lowing  instruments  of  vrriting,  viz : 

1st  On  all  noter  payable  to  bearer  or  order,  issued 
by  any  bank  or  banken,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  one 
dollar  for  every  hundred  doHara,  with  an  option  to 
pay,  in  lieu  thereof,  3^  per  centum  on  their  dividends. 

3d.  On  all  notes  of  hand,  above  fifty  dollars,  paya- 
ble to  bearer  or  order,  having  one  or  mora  endorsers) 
at  an  average  of  fij^  cents  for  every  hundred  dollara. 

11.  Resolved,  That  three  millions  of  dollara  be 
raised  by  a  direct  tax,  to  be  apportioned  nmoiif  th# 


severa^  Stales  agraeabiy  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution. 

13.  Resolved,  .That  each  State  be  aothorized  to  pay 
the  amount  of  iis  quota  to  the  United  States,  with  a 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent*  if  paid  before  the, assess 
ment  is  commenced,  and  of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent. 
if  paid  before  the  tax  .becomes  due. 

13.  Resolved,  That  all  the  dutiira  above  enumerated, 
and  the  tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  laid  and  become  paya« 
ble  only  after  the  United  States  shall  have  become  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  a  foreign  European  nation,  or 
shall  have  authoriatod  the  issuing  of  letten  of  marque 
and  reprisal  against  the  subjects  of  such  nation. 

14.  Resolved,  That  the  said  duties  and  tax  shall 
continue  until  one  year  after  the  conclusion  of  peace 
with  such  foreign  nation  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  Baoon,  from  tkt  eomnkittce,  then  pmeated 
a  bill  aothorizioff  a  Uaa  for  a  sam  net  ezeeeding 
'-"^^  itiiUions  ofdollars ;  which  was  tirtce  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday.  -  .  ^ 

TpE  MILITIA. 

The  House  tesamed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fojr  arming  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
when  Mr.  Clat^s  motioD,  made  to  reconsider  the 
amendment  which  bad  been  asreed  to,  putting  it 
in  the  power  of  the  respectire  States  to  distribate 
the  arms  as  they  thought  proper,  oame  under  dis- 
cussion^ It  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Macon, 
Smilie.  Stow,  FrsK,  and  Little,  and  opposed 
by  'Messrs.  Roberts,  Tallmadgb,  Widocrt, 
Rhea,  and  McCoy. 

It^  was  argued  in  favor  of  a  reconsideration, 
that,  this  amendment  might  defeat  the  object  of 
the  bill,  which  was  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of 
every  young  man  when  he  attained  the  age  of 
eighteen ;  that  this  amendment  placed  it  in  the 
power  of  the  State  Legislatures  to  lay  up  the 
arms  in  an  armory,  or  to  put  them  into  the  hands 
of  a  favored  party;  instead  of  arming  the  nation, 
the  arms  might  be  locked  up  from  the  people;  it 
would  be  arming-  the  Govemment  against  the 
people,  and  not  placing  the  people  in  a  situation 
to  defend  themselves  against  any  oppr^ession*  with 
which  they  might  be  menaced  from  whatever 
quarter  it  might  come.  Allusions  were*  made  to 
the  period  when  McPherson's  Bkte9  threatened 
the  peace  of  the  crity  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  the 
Embarffo  times,  in  order  Co  show  that  the  arms 
would  be  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  people  fhan 
laid  a  ft  in  armories  by  the  States* 

Against  the  reconsideration  ft  was  contended, 
that  the'  respective  State  Legislatures  mi^bt 
safely  be  trusted  with  tb^  power  of  distributis^^ 
these  arms;  that  they  never  could  be  supposed  to 
become  the  oppressors  of  the  people,  since  they 
were  annually  elected. by  the  people;  that  the 
probability  was,  that  they  would  distribute  the 
arms  among  the  citiseos  jn  such  a  manner  as 
each  State  would  deem  beat  calculated  to  render 
the  militia  efficient.  As  to  the  instaaces  of  im- 
proper conduct  ia  a  small  number  of  individonls, 
alluded  to,  no  danger  could  erer  be  apprehended 
from  such  momentary  delusions.  < 

The  question  for  reeonfideratioa  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  52,  nays  62,  as  foflow<s : 
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TsAs— WlRis  Alston,  Jan.,  WyUam  Andenon,  Bnr- 
weU  Bassett,  WiUiam  W..  Bibb,  WUliam  Blackledge, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay, 
Jamea  Cochran,  AViHiam  Crawford,  Joi^ph  ^  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinstnoor,  Jamaa  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin^ 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Ooodw jn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy, .  Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Japob 
Hufty,  Joseph  Kent,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Max- 
well, Thomas  Moore, «  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel 
McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jno.  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  dhaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Sntitb,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow, 
William  Strong,  Robert  Wright,  and  David  R.  Wil- 
liams. 

Nats — StevensOn  Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  'Boyd,  James  Breckenridge^ 
Elijah  Brigham,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis 
Condit,  John  Davenport,,  jun.,  Roger  Davis,  Eliaa 
Eafle,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Bmett,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Obed 
HaU,  Richard  Jaekson,  jun.,  Abner  Ija^ock,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Le&ver,  Robt  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron 
Lyle,  WUiiam  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  James  MD- 
nor,  Samuel  L.  Mitohill,  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Jonathan 
O.  Moseloy,  Anthony  New,  gliomas  Newbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  WiUiam  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Ben« 
jamii^  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  need,  John 
Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WUiiam  Rodman,  John  Se- 
vier, Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  SUirges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
janior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard* White,  Robt.  White- 
hitt,  WiUiam  Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  aihend  the  bill,  by 
adding  a  proviso  to  the  araendmeat  above  al- 
luded to:  '* Provided  such  directions  shall  not 
contravene  the  provisions  contained  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act.*'  [Which  directs  that  every 
citizen  arriving  at  tlie  age  of  eighteen  shall  he 
pat  in  possession  of  a  stand  of  arms.] 

This  motion  was  negatived — yeas  54,  nays  55) 
as  follows: 

YsAs — WUlis  Alston,  junior,  WiUiam  Anderson, 
BnnreU  Bassett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  WUUam  Black- 
ledge,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran^  WUUam  Crawford,  Joseph  De- 
jiha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gholson,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  &all, 
Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent, 
WilUam  R.  King,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  WU- 
iiam Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon^  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jas. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hi^gh  Nelson,  Stephen 
Onnsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Wimam  Pi- 
per, James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Petor  B.  Portor,  Wm.  M. 
fecliardton,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samnel  Ringgold, 
John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  SamL 
Shaw,  John  SmiUe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanlbrd,  SUas  Stow,  WiUiam  Strong,  David  R* 
AVUliams,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  James  Breckenridge^  EUjah  Brig- 
12th  Cozf.  Isl  Ssss.— 34 


bun,  WUtiasn  A.  Burwell,  Wmiam  B«itl^r,  Epaphro- 
ditus phampion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  Roger  Davis,  WUUam  Ely,  Jas. 
Emott,  WiUiam  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Felix  Grundy,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jun.,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jun.,  Aaron  Lyle,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim, James  MUnor,  Samuel  L.  MitehUl,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin r  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
wniiam  Reed,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WUiiam 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  ^jt.,  Laban  Whea- 
ton, Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehifl,  Wm.  Widgery, 
and  Thomatf  Wilpon. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  B.  Hall,  to 
amend  the  section  hy  adding  to  the  end  thereof, 
the  following  provisio: 

"  Provided^  That  the  regulations  made  by  any  State 
or  Territory  shall  n^t  extend  further  than  to  cause  the 
arms  to  be  taken  care  of;  and,  from  time  to  time,  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  repaired  and  put  in  complete 
order." 

Before  a  question  wa^  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment, the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  18. 

Mr.  MoRitow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pah- 
lic  Lauds,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 
Orr;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  an  additional  mili- 
tary force  ;^  and  the  amendment  being  read,  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  noder  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  of  Wio$- 
low  L^wis  his  patent  right  for  a  new  mode  of 
lightiiig  light-houses;  which*^  being  amended,  and 
an  appropriation  of  $60,000  made,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  eugrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 
.Mr.  PoRTEB,  agreeably  to  notice,  offered  lo  the 
House  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  rbUl  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  engage  commission,  and  organise  a 
provisional  miUtieuy  force  of  twenty  thousand  men,  in 
addition  to  the  force  already  authorized  by  law. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolntiou. 

Mr.  Porter  said,  that  the  resolution  did  not 
describe  very  definitely  the  species  of  force  p^o^ 
posed  to  be  raised.  He  had  purposely  couched  it 
m  broad  and  general  terms,  to  prevent  any  em- 
barrassment 16  the  committee^  should  one  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  would  be  to  prepare  the 
bill.  He  would,  howerer,  submit  to  the  House, 
more  minutely  his  own  views  in  making  the  pro- 
poeitioo.    His  object  waa  to  provide  a  force  aim* 
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ilar  to  the  cme  proposed  tabe  raited  bf  the  fifst 
volunteer  bill  reported  bj  tbe  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  and  which  an  fortunately,  in  his 
opinion,  bad  been  abandoned  for  one  of  a  differ- 
ent description.  His  wish  was  to  raise  a  tempo- 
rary force  for  immediate  service,  and  applica- 
ble to  any  military  object  which  tbe  Gorem- 
ment  might  feel  disposed  to  accomplish  before  the 
Army  of  25,000,  wboee  formation  would  be  ne- 
cessarily urdy,  eOuld  be  prepared  for  effective 
service.  He  wished  io  hold  out  an  invitation  to 
tbe  enterprising  young  men  wbo  compose  the 
Yolnnteer  militia^  who  alreadv  possess  some  know- 
ledge of  military  tactics;  and  who.  from  patriotic 
motivef,  #ill  cneerfully  offer  their  services  for  a 
short  period  and  for  a  definite  object ;  but  who 
will  not  submit  to  the  drudgery  of  a  camp  for 
five  years.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  his  object  was  to  make  tbe  services  of 
the  proposed  corps  contingent— not  to  be  employed 
unless  in  tbe  opinion  of  the  Executive  they  should 
be  necessary^,  and  not  to  be  paid  except  when  in 
actual  service.  This  would  prevent  any  unne* 
cessary  expense  to  the  Gh>vernmeot» 

Mr.  P.  hoped  bis  proposition  would  be  met  in 
the  same  spirit  of  candor  in  which  it  was  offered. 
He  was  satisfied  that  on  the  success  of  this  or 
some  similar  measure,  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
many  of  his  immediate  constituents,  and  of  many 
other  good  people  of  the  United  States,  were,  in 
tbe  event  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  suspended. 
If  we  could  repose  any  confidence  in  our  own  acts 
and  declarations,  we  had  already  brought  our- 
selves to  the  verge  of  such  a  war,  and  -Great  Brit- 
ain is  by  this  time  fully  apprized  of  our  iptentioas. 
What  would  be  her  course  of  conduct  on  the  oc- 
casion? Would  she  reipain  supine  and  inactive, 
and  suffer  her  territories  to  be  wrested  from  her| 
and  her  subjects  butchered,  without  making  an 
effort  at  resistance  ?  No,  tbis  was  not  the  char- 
acter of  our  enemy »  In  tbe  numerous  wars  in 
wbich  she  bad  been  engaged,  she  had  rarely  been 
known  to  give  the  second  blo^»  And  if  we  con- 
tinued to  go  on  preparing  for  war  in  the  good  na- 
tured.  desultory  way  we  had  bitberto  pursued,  be 
gretitly  feared  that,  oy  and  bye,  and  when  we  least 
expect  it,  we  shall  receive  a  stroke  wbich  this  na- 
tion may  long  have  occasion  to  lament ;  and  for 
which,  if  justly  imputable  to  our  tardiness  and 
indecision,  we  could  never  be  forgiven.  He  would 
Dot  accuse  any  honorable  member  of  apathy  to 
tbe  ioteresta  of  the  nation,  but  he  feared  we  tlid 
not  realize,  as  we  ought,  the  highly  critical  situa- 
tion in  which  our  measures  had  placed  it. ,  The 
business  of  making  war  was  not  to  be  trifled  with ; 
it  was  time  we  should  understand  each  other. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  had  not  the  honor  to  be  distinguish- 
ed for  making  bigh*toned  war  speeches.  He 
confessed  that  it  was  not  without  hesitation  and 
reluctance  that  he  bad  brought  himself  to  con* 
sent*'that  the  nation  should  abandon  its  present 
peaceful,  and,  in  many  respects,  prosperous  con- 
dition, for  the  uncertainties  of  war.  But  having, 
in  common  as  he  trusted,  with  a  large  majority 
of)  the  House,  satisfied  himself  that  there  was  no 
other  coarse  to  pursue  consistently  with  the  es- 


sential righta  and  interests  of  ao  indepettdcat  aa- 
tion,  be  wa<  disposed  to  commence  and  proseeme 
war,  in  the  only  way  in  which  war  eoold  be  soe- 
cessfully  prosecuted,  with  vi£or  and  deeisios.  If 
this  course  bad  not  been,  or  should  not  be  ponaed, 
the  responsibility  would  not  rest  apoa  ^u  akoal- 
ders, 

Mr.  P.  said  he  felt  it  bis  duty,  unplemsanc  as  it 
was,  to  repel  a  charge  which  had  been  made  agaiast 
one  description  of  the  members  of  tbe  Hoose. 
and  in  which  he  might  be  supposed  to  be  impli- 
cated. It  had  been  mpre  than  once  insinuated 
that  the  members  from  the  interior  are  most  eager 
for  war,  because  they  would  be  least  exposed  to 
ita  calamities.  The  remark  migbt  have  been  bet- 
ter spared.  It  was,  as  to  himself  at  least,  wboUy 
without  foundation.  His  residence  was  oa  tbe 
Niagara  river,  directly  opposite  to  the  point  where 
the  whole  of  the  physical  force  of  Upper  Canada 
was  conoentrated.  He  lived  Within  reaeh  of  the 
guns  of  a  British  fort ;  and  no  maa,  in  propostioa 
to  what*  he  had  to  ridt,  would  put  laore  at  bac- 
ard  than  himself  in  the  conflict  whick  is  to  easac. 
He  woold'say,  too,  (not,  however,  by  way  of  beg- 
ging quarters  from  (he  Canadians,  Ibr-ke  shoaM 
never  do  that,)  that  he  bad  many  valuable  frieads 
in  Canada — men  with  whom  lie  was  ia  habits  of 
aknost  daily  intercourse.. and  Tor  whom  he  enter- 
tained the  warmest  regard.  These  men  knew 
that  the  course  which,  he  was  pursuing  ia  this 
House,  in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  hostility  to  thein,  nor  to  the  people 
of  tbe  Canadas;  but  that  it  was  dictated  by  the 
same  love  for  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  his 
country,  which  tbey  t^lt  for  theirs,  and  without 
feeling  which  he  should  be  unwortby  of  their 
friendship.  Under  such  circumstances  a  war 
would  be  peculiarly  distressing  to  him,  as  welloa 
account  of  the  exposed  situation  of  himself  and 
friends  within  the  United  States,  as  of  those  ia 
Canada,  and  with  whom  it  would  bring  bim  ia 
collision.  But  he  ^ould  feel  himself  unworthy 
tbe  confidence  of  his  country,  if  -he  coul4  suffer 
such  considerations  to  govern  him  in  a  great  Ques- 
tion involving  tbe  vital  rights  of  the  nation.  The 
safety  of  himself  and  his  constituents  was  bot- 
tomed on  this  belief,  tha^  in  case  war  is  indis- 
pensable, it  will  be,  promptly  undertaken,  and 
speedily  terminated ;  that  it  will  be  honorably;  at 
the  same  time  that  it  is  vigorously  conducted ; 
and  that  it  will  not  be  disgraced  by  the  savage 
barbarities  and  petty  depredations,  which  too  often 
characterize  the  wars  carried  on  along  tbe  bor- 
ders of  neighboring  and  hostile  nations. 

Our  professed  object,  it  the  ouuet  of  the  war, 
was  to  attack  the  British  provinces ;  and  here,  he 
was.  ready  to  agree,  the  enemy  was  most  vuloera- 
ble  to  our  power.  What,  then,  he  would  ask  tbe 
House,  as  practical  menr  was  the  best  coarse  to 
pursue  to  attain  this  object  with  the  least  saari- 
fice  to  ourselves  1  He  possessed  some  knowladge 
of  the  situation  and  strength  of  the  Canadas, 
which  he  bad.  derived,  partly  from  personal  ob- 
servation, and  partly  from  the  information  of  re- 
spectable men. who  reside  there.  Tbe  Briti^ 
have  about  fire  thousand  regular  4roops  ia  Ciae- 
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bee,  coofiiied  eicelusiveljr  to  the  defeope  of  tbat 
fortress.  These  they  dare  DOt  march,  in  case  of 
war,  tb  any  disunce  from,  duebec,  lest  their  re* 
treat  should  be  intercepted  by  a  force,  which  could 
always  be  raised  and  sent  in  from  the  New  Eos- 
land  States,  on  a  few  days'  notice^  They  could 
oppose  no  obstacle  to  the  subjugation  of  the  npper 
eouAtrv,  Independently  of  €lue bee  they  had  not 
i|iore  than  two  thousand  or  three  thousand  regu- 
lar troops  in  both  the  Canadas,  and  these  dispers- 
ed over  a  country  as  many  miles  in  extent^ as, 
there  were  nuinbers  of  men.  They  had  no  formr 
idable  fortifications.  Most  of  the  efficient  force 
they  could  oppose  to  us,  consisted  in  a  raw. and 
unaiscipiiilea  militia  of  about  twenty  thousand,, 
wha  were,  in  every  respiBct,  in&rior  to  oui\own ; 
inferior  in  arms  and  equipments,  inferior  in  dis- 
cipline, andj  be  might  well  aay,  inferior  in  national 
»irk.  No  reintbrcement  could  be  thrown  in  until 
tne  St.  Lawrence  becomes  naviffitbler  which  will 
be  abot^t  the  last  day  of  May ;  and  we  might  safely 
calculate  that  no  troops'  would  reach  Uie  upper 
country  before  the  first  of  July.  .Woulfl  it  not, 
then  be  wise,  (4f  our  object  really  were  to  occupy 
*the  Ci^nadi^)  would  it  not  be  asavin^i;  of  ^lood 
and  treasure  to  ci^lculate  on  an  invasion  before 
the  time  we  baltl  mentioned?  We  should  all 
agree  that  it  would;  but,  he  would- ask  whether 
we  had  ma4e  any  effectual  provision  for  enabling 
the  President  to  take  sucha  course?  We  must 
attack  Canada,  if  at  all,  with  regular  troops,  or 
ifolunteers,  or  both.  When  he  spoke  of  regular 
troops  in  contradistinction  to  volunteers,  he  meant 
by  the  former,  men  on  loa^  enlistments,  who  make 
the  profession  of  arms  their  regular  business ;  and. 
by  the  latter,  men  engagied  for  a  short  period  and 
for  a  definite  object,  although,  strictly  f4>ei^f:ing, 
they  were  both  regular  troops  and  botlL  volun- 
teers. We  had  been  told  b^  some' gentlemen,  that 
the  only  proper  force  for  this  purpose  was  an  army 
of  regular  troops  f  that  they  were  more  elective 
than  volunteer^;  that  it  would  bea  wanton  waste 
of  the  best  blood  of  the  country  to  send  volunteers 
on  such  a  ser  vice.  He  was  t^ad  y  to  agree  that  j^eg* 
vJar  troops  were  better  than  nuunteerf ;  but  had 
we  .got  them  ?  We  have  passed  a  law  to  raise 
twentv-five  thousand  rogular^. troops,  but  no  rea* 
lonabfe  man  would  say  that  they  could  be  all 
xaiaed  in  time  to  effect  any  impor.mnt  service 
doxi^  the  present  year.  The  officers  were  not 
yet  appointed.  The' men  were  to  be  recruited  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States,  from'  Maine  to 
Gkoivia  and  Tennessee,  and  it  would  requiresome 
months,  after  their  enlistment,  to  poUect  them  to* 
gether,  and  march  them  to  some  common  place 
of  rendezvoMs,  on  the  enemy's  lines.  The  ques 
tion  js  npt,  then,  the  abstract  one,  whether  ri^u- 
lar  troops,  are  better  than  volunteers ;  but  whether 
it  is  better  to  attack  Canada  wi.tb  volunteers, 
while  we  haye  nothing  to  oppose  us  but  militia, 
flreatly  inferior  to  our  own ;  or  whether  it  will 
be  better  to  delay  a  year,  and  then  make  the  in- 
raaion  with  regular  troops,  when  we  shall  be  met 
not  only  by  regular,  but  by  highly  disciplined 
Yeteran  troops,  every  way  superior  to  ours,  and 
Ibeji  too,  fti^ed  i»y  an  iotprevod  militia^  and  the 


fortifications  which  this  lapse,  of  time  will  have 
^iven  them  an  opportunity  to  erect.  During  this 
interval,  too,  we  should  be  exposed  to  the  miseries 
ol'a  savage  war  along  our  Western  frontiers ;  and, 
on  the  North,  to  the  predatory  irn^)tions  of  the 
Canadians. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that,  he  had  never  entertained  any 
doubts  on  this  subject ;  and,  although  he  profess- 
ed no  skill  as  a  military  man,  he  could  not  hesi- 
tate in  giving  an  opinion  as  to  the  course  we 
ought  to  pursue.  Let  us,  said  he,  rai^ e  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  volunteers  in  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  States.  They  may  be  easily  obtained  in 
companies,  already  associated,  armed  and  discip- 
lined, and  ready  to  take  th^  field  by  the  middle  of 
May.  To  these  let  us  add  six  or  eight  thousand 
regular  troops,  or  Whatever  number  df  the  twenty- 
five  thousand  that  shall  then  hav,e  been  imbodied. 
With  this  army  we  may  overrun  Canada,  with 
the  exception  ol  duebec,  in  a  few  weeks.  Let 
the  army  descend  to  some  point  on  the  St.  Law^ 
reace  between  Montreal  and  Cluebec ;  there  let 
a  military  po^t  pe  establi^bed,  and  the  regular 
troops  stationed;  there  the  soldiers  may.  have  time 
to  become  dexterous  artillerists,  and  the  officers 
practical  engineers;  And,  when  they  shall  have 
acquired  a  competent  degree  of  skill  and  science 
in  their  profession,  and  have  been  joined  bv  other 
regular  troops,  they  may  proceed  at  their  (eisdre, 
to  the  sie^e  and  reduction  of  ^e^ec.  As  re? 
spsc^  the  injury  to  our  enemy,  duebec  were  bet- 
ter in  their  habds  than  in  oiars.  When  its  com- 
munication with  the  interior  is  cut  off,  the  value 
of  the  Canadas  will  be  lost  to  the  British,  and 
C^uebec  can  only  be  supported  at  the  immense 
expense  of  setiding  provision^  from  Europe,  In 
the  meantime,  -the  volunteers  may  be  detached 
from  the  Army,  go  into  the  New  England  States. 

a  I  there  reinforced,  and  proceed  to  the  attack  ot 
alifax  and  the  Eastern  provinces.  The  danger 
suggested  the  other  day  bV  the  honorable  gentle- 
mao.from  Georgia  (Mr.  Tnoup)  of  proceeding  to 
Halifax,  before  the  jeduction  of  duebec,  does  not 
exisU  The  militarjr  maxim,  that  an  enemv's 
post  is  not  to  be  left  in  vour  rear,  does  not  apply. 
The  distance  between  tbose-places  is  so  great,  the 
country  so  rugged,  barren,  and  inhospitable,  that 
it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  march  an  army 
from  one  place  to  the  other.  Beside,  the  garrison 
at  ^ebec  would  he  always  kept  in  check  by  our 
army  sutioned  above  it.  During  the  whole  of 
this  time,  the  recruiiinff  service  would  go  on  to 
supply  the  places  of  the  volunteers,  portions  of 
whom  would  be  successively  dismissed,  until  the 
whple  army  would  be  converted  into  reguhur 
troops.  - 

,  If  he  was  not  greatly  deceived  as  to  the  spirit 
and  inclinations  of  the  Northern  people,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  any  number 
of  volunteers  that  might  be  required,  on  the  short- 
est noticew  If  the  State  of  New  York  stood  alone, 
unconnected  with  her  sister  States,  and  felt  the 
same  disposition  to  take  Canada,  which  we  pro- 
fess to  feel,  she  would  have  invited  out  her  militia 
and  reduced  it  in  about  half  the  time  we  have 
been  talking  about  snaking  preparations  to  do  it 
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New  York  and  Vermont  will  famish  the  requisite 
number  of  men,  if  you  will  fairly  give  them  the 
invitation.  They  are  ready  to  offer  their  patri- 
otic services  to  the  Goverument  for  this  enter- 
prise; but  they  will  not  become  slaves  to  the  Army' 
for  five  years. 

Butj  said  Mr.  P.,  the  question  in  this  House 
was  not  80  much  whether  volunteers  were  the 
proper  force  to  commence  the  war,  as  it  was  how 
we  were  to  avail  ourselves  of  their  services? 
Some  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  they  could 
not  be  marched  out  of  the  united  States,  for  the 

fmrposes  of  offensive  war,  in  the  character  of  mi- 
itia,  but  that  they  must  be  organized  as  regular 
or  federal  troops.  Other  gentlemen  were  of  opin; 
ion,  that  they  might  be  marched  out  as  mihtia. 
And  those  who  held  the  latter  opiiiion,  were  again 
divided  as  t6  the  grounds  upon  which  they  sup- 
ported it. 

His  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Cbeves.)  in  his.  very  ingenioiis  argument  on  the 
volunteer  hill,  had  not  onlv  most  skilfully,  but, 
he  was  fearful,  too  successfully,  contended  that 
Congress  have  the  right  to  coercie  the  militia  into 
foreign  service.  OtbeYs  denied  that  they  could 
be  legally  compelled  into  service,  but  insisted 
that  tbey  miffht  be  employed  under  a 'voluntary 
contract.  Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  given  his  opinion 
on  this  subject  at  an  ^arly  stage  of  the  debate  on 
the  volunteer  bill ;  and  all  he  had  heard  or  seen 
since  had  only  tended  to  confirm  hfs  oninJon,  that 
militia  cannot  be  employed  under  the  Federal 
Government  in  foreign  war.  Afte^  the  able  dis- 
cussion which  the  question  had  undergone,  he 
could  hardly  hope  to  add  anything  lo  influence 
the  sentiments  of  the  House.  But,  as  Ihe  ques- 
tion was  all-important  in  deciding  on  the  proposi'^ 
lion. he  had  iust  submitted — as  the  adequacy  of 
the  forces  alreadjr  raised,  and,  of  course,  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  additional  6ne,  noust  depend  wholly 
on  the  question,  whether  the  militia  volunteers 
can  be  marched  to  Canada,  he  would' make  a  few 
remarks  on  some  of  the  extraorcinary  prbpo^si- 
tions  that  had  been  advanced  on  this  subject  as 
Constitutional  doctrines. 

,  The  positions  advanced  in  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  if  he  had  rightly 
understood  them,  were  these:  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  9 ^ates  partakes  of  the  two- 
fold character  of  a  federal  and  national  govern- 
ment ;  that,  in  some  6f  its  features,  it  is  federal, 
or  a  government  of  States,  operating  indirectly 
upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens 
through  the  agency  of  the  State  authorities,  and,- 
in  other  features  strictly  national,  operating  di- 
rectly upon  the  people;  that  the  system  of  na- 
tional defence  a^inst  domestic  insurrection  and 
foreign  invasion,  intended  to  be  attained  by  means 
of  the  militia,  as  provided  by  the  Constitution, 
exhibits  a  federal  view  of  our  Government,  and  is 
a  system  confined  exclusively  to  a  time  of  peace  ; 
that,  in  time  of  war,  the  Government  assumes  a 
national  character  as  to  all  the  operations  and  pur- 
poses of  the  war;  that  Congress  have  the  sole 
power  to  declare  and  wage  war,  and  that  this 
power  involves  a  right  to  the  persons  and  prop- 


erty of  the  citizens  for  the  purpose  of  eondvctiog 
the  war  ;  that,  having  a  right  to  all  the  physieu 
force  of  the  nation  for  the  purposes  of  wmr,  we 
have,  therefore,,  a  right  to  the  militia  as  a  part  of 
that  physical  force. 

Independentlj^  of  the  questionable-propositions 
laid  down  in  this  argument,  his  friend  wpuld  par- 
don him  for  saying  that  the  argument  itself  was 
not  logical,  inasmuch  as  his  conclusion  did  not 
follow  his  premises.  If  the  propositions  are  true, 
that  we  have  a  right  to  the  physical  force  of  the 
nation  for  the  purpose  of  carryfng  on  the  war, 
and  that  We  acl,  in  respect  to  the  war,  as  a  na- 
tional Government  without  the  agency  of  the 
States,  the  true  eonclosion  must  be, -that  the  roil- 
iria  cannot  be  employed  in  war.  He  wished  to 
be  understood  as  Osing  the  term  war  io  exactly 
the  same  sense  in  which  it  had  been^sed  by  the 
gentleman  firom  South  Carolina,  as  denoting  a 
state  of  avowed,  open,  ofiensive  war,  in  eontni- 
distinction  to  the  defensive  operations  assigned 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  militia.  Are  the  mil- 
itia a  part  of  4he  physical  force  df  the  national 
Government t-  No,  the  militia  are  the  artificial 
force  of  the  Stales.  They  are  the  political  insti- 
tutions of  the  Statfes.  They  are  omcered,  com- 
manded, and  trained  by  State  authority.  They 
live,  move,  and  have  their  being  by  the  political 
breath  of  State  authority,  ainl  the  rery  moment 
that  authority  is  withdrawn,  they  cease  to  exist. 
It  does  not  follow,  then,  that^  because  we  have  a 
right  to  the  physical  ibrce  ot  the  coimtry  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  we  haVe,  therefore,  a  right  to 
the  militia*  But  tlie  converse  of  this  conclasioa 
IbUows  from  the  other  proposition,  namely,  that 
in  regard  to  all  the  operations  of  war  We  act  as  a 
national  Government^  and  State  authority  is  not 
known ;  inasmuch  as  the  militia  in  their  organ- 
ized, capacity  cannot  exist,  even  in  imaginatioa, 
without  supposing  at  the  same  time  the  cootinoed 
existence  and  co-operation  of  State  aathority. 
The  fair  conclusion  from  the  gentleman's  prem- 
ises is  the  true  Constitutional  doctrine  for  which 
I  contend,  that,  if  you  use  militiamen,  who  are 
the  physical  force  of  the  nation,  you  must  form 
them  into  federal  troops,  and  cofnmission  them 
by^national  authority,  which,  the  gentleman  baa 
correctly  stated,  is  the  only  authority  known  ia 
time  of  foreign  war  for  the  purposes  of  that  war. 

Among  the  difficulties  with  wbioh  the  gentle^ 
man  had  been  obliged  to  contend  in  thecooraeof 
his  argument,  he  had  been  met  at  the  threshold 
by  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  de- 
alareis  the  purposes  for  which  Congress  may  call 
torth  the  militia.  He  had  acknowledged  that 
the  Constitution  was  only  a  delegation  of  specific 
powers  for  particular  purposes,  and  that  all  pow- 
ers not  expressly  granted  were  retained.  He  had 
acknowledged,  too,  as  a  universal  rule  of  eon- 
structioB,  that,  where  there  is  an  enumeration  of 
ptfrticutar  powers  in  relation  to  any  subject,  the 
presumption  is  conclusive  that  aih  similar  powers 
Or  all  other  powers  in  relation  to  the  same  sub- 
ject, were  intended  to  be  withheld.  He  is  obliged, 
therefore,  to  concede  as  a  conseqiience,  that  the 
enumeration  is  the  Constitution  of  the  pwposts 
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for  which  tjhe  militia  tre  to  ^  employed,  ezei^^ies 
the  idea  of  employ ing  them  for  any  other  pqr* 
pose.  How  does^  the  ^eotleman  avoid  the  force 
of  tbi9  reasoaloff  ?  Why,  $i^,  he  ielis  us  that 
this  prorisioB  of  the  Gonstitutioo  is.  limited  ex- 
elusively  to  a  time  of  peace,  aad  that  he  looks  to 
a  difierent  part  of  the  CoDstitutioD  fdr  a  right,  to 
employ  the  miKtia  in  tjroe  of  war.  Whence  is 
the  idea  of  such  a  iimitation'  inferred?  The 
phraseology  of  the  Constitution  is  general,  and 

15  applicable'equally  to  all-  times.  De  the  occa- 
sions on  which  the  mjHtia  are  to  be  called' out 
denQte  exclusively  a  time  of  peace  ?  They  are 
to  he  called  out  to  execute  the  laws,  to  suppress 
insurrections,  and  to  repel  invasions.  An  inva- 
sion, as  well  as  an  insi^rrection,  or  an  opposition 
to  the  lawsy  itiay,  aoaording  to  the  gentleman's 
klea,  occur  in  timfe  of  peace,  or  at  a  lime  othe« 
than  that  of  open  and  declafed  wur ;  hut  he  must 
acknowledge  that  they  are  all  as  likely,  at  least, 
to  happen  in  time  of  war  as  peace. 

Our  ideas  of  the  militia  system  were  derived 
from  Great  Britain,  whence  we  received  most  of 
our  political  instiuitioasw  It  wai  fair,  in  this  ease, 
as  in  Others,  .where  we  adopt  their  terms  and^sys- 
tems,  to  look  for  definitions  and  ex  plana  tionsTof 
thera-to  their  laws,  without  which  they  are  geip- 
«raHy  uoinAellLgible. 

The  militia  system  in  Ghreat  Britain  was,  placing 
arms  in  the  hands  of  all  the  independent  yeoman- 
fy  of  the  country ;  organizing  them  into  military 
corps;  trainio|r  and  preparing  them  for  efficient 
service.  The  objects  were,  to  defend  tlie  country^ 
against  foreign  invasion ;  &nd  to  protect  the  lib- 
erties of  the  subject  a^inst  dooMstic  tyranny. 
The  functions  of  the  militia  are  regulated  by  the 
acts  of  Parliament.  They  are  to  l^  employe^d  to 
«xeeute  the  laws,  to  suppress  rebellions,  and  re- 
pel invasions.'  These  are  the  only  purposes  for 
which  they  can  be  employed,  and  to  these  they 
are  equally  applfcabje  in  lime  o£  warand  time  of 
peace.  They  cannot  be  used  in  foreign  war; 
they  cannot  be  taken  out  of  the  kingdom.'  The 
provisions  x>f  our  Constitution  in  relation  to  the 
employment  of  the  militia  were,  undoubtedly, 
suggested  by  those  in  the  British  statutes,  of  which 
they  leem  to  be  a  transcript,  only  that  we  snbsti- 
idtethe  term  ** insurrection^'  for  "rebellion,"  which 
means  the  same  thing.  We  have  one  peculiarity 
in  respect  to  the  organization  of  our  militia. 
They  are  officered  and  trained  by  State  authori- 
ty, instead  of  that  of  the  Geueral  €k>vernm'ent, 

16  which  is  committed  the  power  of  peace  or 
war.  Why  this  precaution  ?  Not,  assuredly,  to 
make  them  a  more  efficient  military  force,  by 
^dividing  the  command  among  the  seventeen  in- 
dependent authorities,  but  for  the  obvious  purpose 
of  providing  a  protection  to  the  Sttate  govern- 
ments against  the  encroachments  of  the  Qeneral 
-Government.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  then,  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  after  showing' 
each  extreme  jealousy  towards  the  powers  of 
the  General  Gbvetnmeat  as  is  exhibited  in  every 
part  of  it,  and  especially  on  the  subject  of  the 
militia,  would  commit  to  this  Government  the 
^aola  powef  to  declare  war,  and  with  it,  the  entire 


control  of  their  militia^  to  be  sent  to  any  part  of 
the  world.  If  the  militia  are.  necessary  to  the 
protection  of  the  State  -sovereignties  in  time  of 
peace,  they  are  emphatically  so  in  time  of  war. 
when  the  States  are  surrounded  by  foreign  ana 
domestic  armies. 

The  distiqption  between  the  duties  of  militia 
and  of  an  army,  is  simple  and  obvious.  It  is  not 
only  recognised  in  the  Constitution,  but  in  our 
bills  of  rights,  and  in  public  writers  on  the  ele- 
mentary principles  of  j[overnment — it  exists  in 
the  nature  of  thiogs.  There  are  two  distinct  pur- 
poses to  which  the  physical  force  or  a  nation  is 
applicable — the  one  relating  to  its  safety  and  ex- 
istence, the  other  regarding  only  its  policy.  The 
duties  of  militia  are,  to  execute  the  laws,  to  sup- 
press iosurrectlons,  and  repel  invasions.  Without 
this  power  to  effect  these  purposes.  Government 
could  not  be  maintaiped.  These  duties  are  not 
optional,  but  compulsory ;  for,  without  the  power 
to  command  their  services  for  these  purposes,, 
society  woul^  be  dissolved.  The  business  of  for- 
eign war  is  a  totally  distinct  thing— it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  policy,  and  it  can  never  be  good  policy  to 
prosecute  a  war  which  has  'become  so  unpopular, 
that  the  whole  pecuniary  resources  of  the  country 
will  not  enable  you  to  hire  men  to  carry  it  on. 
The  services  of  the  army  are  therefore  voluntary. 

But  we  are  told,  that  the  right  to  employ  the 
mlliiia  is  incidental  to  the  power  of  declaring 
war.  This  power  to  declare  war,  aided  by  the 
magical  delusion  produced  by  calling  It  a  sover- 
eiga power,  Is  made  to  include  a  right  to  the  per- 
sons and  purses  of  opr  citizens,  lor  the  purpose 
of  conducting. the  war.  The  idea;  of  deducting 
powers  from  our  soterelgnty,  was,  I  believe,  quo- 
ted from  thework^  of  Gkneral  Hamilton — a  man, 
the  unceasing  labor  of  whose  political  life  was 
employed  in  attempts  to  break  down  the  State 
governments  and  to  establish  a  monarchial  one 
in  their  stead.^-^  His  favorite  argument,  when  he 
wished  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Qeneral  Gov- 
ernment, was^that  the  Qovernmentwa^  sovereign 
as  to  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  established 
-^that  war,Tor  instance,  was  one  of  these  purposes, 
and  therefore,  we  are  sov^eign,  or  have  discretion- 
ary powers  as  to  all  the  operations  and  incidents 
of  war.  The  argument  meant  nothing,  or  it  meant 
too  much.  If  it  only  meant  that  there  were  cer- 
tain powers  delegated  to  us  by  the  Constitution^ 
and  that  these  were  sovereign,  It  meant  nothing 
as  an  argument  ^o  ascertain  par  powers,  because 
the  Constitution  itself  would  always  be  the  best 
and  the  only  criterion  to  determine  the  nature 
and  extent  of  those  powers.  If  it  was  meant  to 
confer  powers  which  are  no^  delegated.  It  was  in 
direct  violation  of  ah  express  article  or  the  Con- 
stitution. Sovereignty  is  the  power  to  do  as  we 
please.  It  is  a  property  which,  strictly  speaking, 
exists  no  where  but  with  the  Almighty.  As  to 
political  sovereignty,  whatever  of  it  exists  in  this 
cpuntry  rests  with  the  people,  who  alone  have  a 
right  to  direct  the  powers  of  the  Government. 
The  essence  of  sovereignty  consists  in  the  exer- 
cise of  an  undefined  latitude  of,  discretion.  The 
Federal  Government^is  perhaps  the  last  In  the* 
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world  which  can  be  called  sovereigD,  because 
there  is  none  whose  discretion  is  more  limited 
and  circumscribed.  If  we-  are  sovereign,  this 
qnality  is  the  effect  and  not  the  6ause  of  oar 
powers.  If  I  wished  to  show  that  we  were  sov- 
ereign as  to  any  subject,  I  would  show  the  broad 
and  plenary  power  which  the  Constitution  had 
committed  to  us  in  relation  to  that  subject;  and 
hence  I  wo^Id  infer  that  we  were  sovereign,  But 
r  would  never  resort  to  our  sovereignty  to  prov^ 
the  existence  of  powers  which  are  not  delegated 
by  the  Constitution. 

What  are  our  powers  in  relation  to  war?  We 
have  the  right  to  declare  war;  but  does  this  in- 
volve a  right  to  the  persons  add  purses  of  the 
people  to  carry  it  on  ?  The  terms  do  not  import 
It ;  and  I  have  never  understood  it  to  be  so  con- 
sidered. The  King  of  England  has  the  sole 
]^ower  to  declare  war;  but  he  has  not  therefore  a 
right  to  the  persons  and  properly  of  his  subjects 
for  the  purpose  of  conducting  it.  He  has  not  the 
power  to  employ  a  man,  but  by  his  voluntary 
contract, -iind  he  hfis  no  means  of  paying  his  sol- 
diers, but  by  the  aid  of  Parliament.  They  hold 
the  power  of  the  purse.  The  effect  of  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  is  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the 
Executive  and  to  change  the  exterior  relations  of 
the  country;  but  it  has  nothing  to  dp  with  the 
means  of  conducting  war.  These  means  are  given 
in  another  part  of  the  Constitution.  They^  are 
given  in  the  powers  to  raise  armies,  and  to  levy 
taxes  to  support  them.  The  idea  of  coercing  men 
itito  foreign  service,  i4  so  utterly  repugnant  to  the 
senilis  of  a  free  Government,  that  it  should  never 
have  entered  into  the  imaginations  of  th^  fVamers 
of  the  Constitutfon.  It  is  an  infringement  of  the 
personal  libert|^  of  the  citizens,  which  no  political 
necessity  can  justify.  There  is  not  a  more  de- 
testable feature  in  thetyrannv  of  Bonaparte  than 
his  power  of  conscription — the  power  which  he 
exercises  of  compelling  his  subjects  to  fight  the 
battles  of  his  ambitibn  against  their  will.  Thbre 
is  not  a  more  odious  practice  under  the  British 
Government,  tbah  that  of  impressing  seamen  into 
their  navy.  -  I  call  it  a  practice,  because  even  in 
the  military  Government  of  Great  Britain  they 
dare  not  avow  the  principle — they  dare  not  assert 
the  riffht  of  taking  men  without  theii^  consent. 
And  shall  we,  in  this  Republfcau  Government,  in 
this  land  of  liberty,  assert  the  doctrine  that  our 
citizens  may  be  forced  from  their  families,  their 
occupations,  their  homes,  their  country,  to  carry 
on  foreiflTD  war?  I  feel  no  apprehensions  of  the 
practical  enforcement  of  tliis  principle.  When 
the  people  agree  tamely  to  submit  to  it,  they  will 
have  ceased  to  deserve  to  be  free. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  he  Would  make  only  one  or 
two  remarks  in  reply,  particularly  to  the  gentle- 
men who  contend  for  the  more  palatable  doctrin%, 
that  militia  may  be  employed  in  offensive  war 
with  their  own  consent;  as  many  of  the  observa- 
tions he  had  already  made,  would  apply  equally 
in  refutation  of  this  doctrine. 

Our  notions  of  liberty  in  this  country  are  so 
extended,  that  we  are  some  times  apt  to  set  them  in 
array  against  the  law  and  the  Constitution,  or 


rather  to  tike  tbem  for  the  law  and  tb«  CoosCifo* 
tidn.  Gentheraen  seemed  indignant  at  the  idea, 
that  the  militia,  for  vrkovft  we  nearer  fail  to  expresi 
our  just  attachment  in  this  House,  eosid  not  go 
where  and  when  thtsy  pleased.  Htsirtend  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  JoHiisoif)  bad  asked,  the  other 
day,  with  great  emphasis  and  feeling:  "  Wluitt 
shall  nota  freeman  he  permitted  to  serve  his  eoiui- 
try  ?"  He  would  answer:  Yes;  a  freeman  might 
be  permitted  to  serve  hts  country ;  but  the  rery 
essence  of  that  freedom  consisted  in  the  cireom- 
stancethat  he  could  not  serve  in  the  naanner  he 
might  choose,  but  iu  the  mode  only  which  has  been 
presocibed  by  law.  Our  liberty  was  that  of  the  law, 
and  not  the  oafestrained  indulgence  of  oar  own 
Wills^  The  laws  have  assigncfl  certain  duties  to 
militia,  and  certain  other  and  distinct  duties  to 
the  array.  A  miHtiaman  might  join  the  army — 
*a  whole  company,  or«vea  a  whT>le  regimeat  of 
militia  might  turn  out  together,  and  agree  with 
the  Gk)vernmenrto  go  and  fight  in  Canada.  But, 
by  this  rery  agreement,  they  would  cease  to  be 
miKtia;  having  abandoned  the  proper  busktess 
of  militia  and -undertaken  that  of  -the  army^  they 
must  he  converted  into  Federal  troops.  The  dif- 
ference between  him  and  the  gentlaoan  was 
rather  a  difference  of  legstl  form  than  of  substance. 
It  arose  from  not  attemling  4o  the  peculiar  and 
complex  structure  of  otir  Government.  If  eur 
Gk>vernment,  like  that  of  Great  Britain,  were  an 
integral  one^  add  the  army  and  militia  under  the 
exclusive  control  of  Congress,  there  would  he  no 
difficulty-^a  sinipleagreement  by  the  militia  with 
the  Government  to  go  into  foreign  service,  wonld, 
in  that  case,  colivert  them  into  regular  troops. 
But  the  militia  and  army  are  commissioned  by, 
and  act  under  distinct  authorities;  and  if  the 
militia  engage  in  foreign  wari  they  must  pot  off 
their  State  liveries  and  assume  those  of  the  C^ea- 
ralGovernment.  Mr.  P.  said,  that  when  he  heard 
it  publicly  asserted  that  the  President  was  dispo- 
sed t6  (arfy  on  a  national  War  with  militia,  and 
when  he  reflected  on  the  tendency  of  a  proposi- 
tion submitted  yesterday  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  support  this  war  by 
State  contributions;  by  making  re<fuisitions  on 
the  States  for  money,  instead  of  raising  it  by  the 
Constitutional  mode^f  taxation,  he  began  to  be 
alarmed  for  the  fate  of  the  Federal  Gh>veriiment» 
He  fVared  that  we  were  going  back  at  least  to  the 
old  principles  of  the  Confederation. 

Mr,  P.  said,  that  nothing  but  his  sense  of  the 
importance  of  the  proposition  he  had  submitted, 
and  of  the  iniportaoce  of  a  fair  understanding  or 
this  Constitutional  question,  to  its  success,  conld 
haye  induced  him  to  try  their  patience  on  thia 
dry^ind  exhausted  subject.  He  had  not  expected 
to  convert  gentlemen  to  his  opinion.  He  had 
only  hoped  to  satisfy  them  that  he  had  reasotiable 
l^rounds  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  theirs;  and, 
if  the  subject  w^e  doubtful,  to  persuade  them  that 
it  wonld  be  better  to  raise  a  force,  of  the  efficieney 
of  which  there  could  be  no  question,  rather  than 
to  depeiid  upon  the  militia  voiunteent.  What 
would  be  the  situation  of  the  President,  if  he  were 
to  send  the  militia,  even  by  their  own  conaent 
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into  Canada,  and  they  should  thtre^refose  to  eon- 
tinne  in  service,  and  to  obey  the  orders  of  their 
officers  f  Would  he  willingly  execute  upon  them 
the  high  and  capital  penalties  of  the  martial  law? 
He  presumed  not.  He  would  not  undertake  ta 
say  what  the  President's  opinibn  was  on  the  Con* 
ttitutional  question.  He  had  heard  it  was  both 
ways.  As  no  man,  however,  bad  more  confidence 
in  the  correctness  of  the  views  of  the  President  in 
respect  to  the  powers  of  the  Government,  or,  in 
his  disposition  to  execute  with  integrity  whaX  he 
believed  to  be  his  official  duties,  than  he  had,  he 
would  pledge  his  leputation  that  ^he  President 
would  never  march  a  militiaman  into  Canada 
with  a  view  to  Its  c^onqnest  If  he  wer^  correct 
then  in  this  conjecture,  what  force  had  we'giten 
the  President?  We  had  made  a  parade  itt  pass* 
ittg  laws- to  raise  twenty-five  thousand  regular 
troops,  and  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  but,  in  truth 
and  in  fact,  we  had  not  given  him  a  single  man ; 
and  yet  some  gentlemen  were  complaining  that 
the  Committee  cf  Foreign  Relations  had  not  re- 
ported a  dedafation  of  war.  Should  they  insult 
the  President  by  telling  him  to  go  to.  war,  when  he 
had  not  a  man  to  fight  vTith  1  Let  us  give  him 
an  efficient  force^^and  then  it  will  be  time  to  au- 
thorize him  to  employ  it. 

The  question  was  taken  without  Airther  debate, 
and  the  resolution  was  negatived— yeas  49,  nays 
56,  as  follows: 

YxAS— William  Anderson,  SteveoBoh  Archer,  Davicl 
Bard,  William  Blackledge,  William  A.  Burwell,  Mat- 
thew Clay«  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmodr,  Elias  Earle, 
William  Findtey,  James  Fisk,  Thos.  Oholson,  Boiling 
Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Joseph  Kent,  Wm.  R.  King,^b- 
ner  Lac^>ck,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyie, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  MeOoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Anraah  Metealf,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Orms* 
hy,  Israel  Pickens,  WMliam  Piper,  James  Pleasants, 
jnn.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  r-orter,  Woi.  M*  Ricli* 
ardeoa,  John  Rhea,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
moQM,  John  SeYier^  A4am  Seybert,  Samael  Shaw, 
George  Smith,  SUas  Slow,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tor- 
ner,  jun.,  and  Robert  WhitehilL 

Nats — WilUs  Alston,  jun.,  John  Baker>  BorweO 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Ab^jah  Bigelow,  Harma- 
niis  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd^  James  ,Breckenridge,  Eli- 
jah Brigham,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditas  Cham-i 
pion»  Langden  Cbeves,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Da- 
venport, jr.,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emolt, 
Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  FrankTm,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall, 
Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
ieph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  CJeo.  C.  Maxwell,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  James  Milnor,  James  Morgan,  Jona- 
than O.  Moeeley,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun*,  Eliiha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Jonah  Quincy,  Henry  M.  Ridgaly,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts^  William  Rodman,  John  Smilie, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis 
B.  Storges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
George  M.  Tronp,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

So  the  retolttlioB  was  le^ected. 


ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  pf  the 
bill  for  arming  the  militia;  whea  Mr.  B.  Hall's 
aoiendment  being  under  consideration — for  limit- 
ing the  operation  of  the  amendment  which  givea 
to  the  respective  State  Legislatures  the  power  of 
disposing  of  the  arms  as  they  may  direct,  to  the 
mode  of  taking  care  of  the  arms- 
Mr.  RoBEBTS  said,  that  this  amendment  would 
be  at  variance  with  the  one  already  agreed  to. 
Upon  thew^hole.  it  did  not  appear  to  him  likely^ 
from  the  difficulties  which  attended  the  business, 
that  anything  could  be  matured  on  thesubject at 
the  present  session.  41e,  therefore,  moved  that 
the  billj  with  the  amendment,  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely. 

The  motion  wa^  negatived — yeas  35,  nays  62| 
as  fpllow« : 

Yaas — Exekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Elyah  Brigbam, 
Harmanns,  Bleecker,  Epaphroditns  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  William  Findley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Richard  Jacksqn,  junior,  Lvman  Law,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Alexander  Mokim,  James  Milnor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  William 
Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin^,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  JPeter  B« 
Porter,  Elisha*  R  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam 
Seybert,  John  Smilie,  LewlsB.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tagw 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tiv^ 
ner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Robert 
Whitehill. 

Nats— WiHis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson-Archer,  John  Baker,  Burwell  B^asett,  WiUtaia 
Blackledge,  James  Preckenridge,  William  A.  Burwell^ 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit, 
Roger  Davis>  EUas  Earle,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gfaolson,  Charles  G4>ldaborough,  Petersoa 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grun- 
dy, Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes.  Jacob 
Huf^,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  Wm. 
Lowndes,  Aaron  LyIe,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Jfames  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Daniel  Shefiey,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith;. Richard  SUnford,  Philip  Stna^t,  George  M. 
Troup,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Th^ question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  B*  Hall's 
amendment,  which  was  negaiived^-yeas  51,  nays 
55,  as  follows : 

Teas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Bur- 
well Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
Jolm  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves.  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  L  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Nathamel 
Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  Samuel  McKee;  James  Morgan,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Jamep  Pleas- 
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anU,  jr.,  Williftra  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Roane,  Ebenezer  8age,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richai-d  Stanford, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd, 
Hermanns  Bleedcer,  James  Br^ckenridge,  WitUam  A. 
Bnrwell,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  Butler,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
iun.,  Roger  Davis,  WiUiam  Ely,  William  Firrdley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Oold,  Charles  (>oldsborough,  Edwin 
Gray,  Richard  Jackaon,  jr.,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Aaron  Lyle*  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKjm,  Jas. 
Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Tbos, 
Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  JOaiah 
Quincy,  Wm.  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thos.  Saromons, 
Daniel  Shefiey,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.Sturges,  Saml. 
Taggart^  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Trady,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard White,,  Robert  Whitehill,  WilHam  Widgery,  an4 
Thomas  Wilson. 

'^  The  question  was  now,  "Shalt  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading? 

Tnis  was  opposed  by  Messrs*  Brigham  and 
Pitkin,  principally  on  account. of  the  fines,  dbc., 
contained  in  the  bill.  The  latter  gentleman  de- 
nied the  right  of  Congress  to  impose  any  fine  on 
militiamen  before  they  came  into  the  service  of 
the  United.  States;  and  cited  the  act  of  1792.  to 
show  that  no  penalties  were  inflicted  in  that  law. 

Mr.  Macon  replied  to  then>,  and  sajd  there 
eould  be  no  doubt  but  the  power  vested  in  Coo- 
|rress  by  the^ Constitution,  '*to  provide  for  own- 
ing, arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,'?  in- 
cluded the  power  to  make  suitable  provisions  for 
Jireventine  the  arms  from  being  made  away  witb^ 
t  would  be  strange  to  say,  ^h^t  when  Congress 
put  arms  into  the  bands  of  the  militia,  tbey  could 
not  make  regulations  for  their  preservation  for 
the  use  of  the  public.  The  reason  why  nothing 
of  this  kind  was  provided  m  the  law  of  1792  was. 
Congress  had  nK)t  then  put  arms  into  the  bands 
of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Mllnor  spoke  against  the  bill,  principally 
on  account  of  its  objectionable  penal  clauses,  and 
concluded  his  observations  with  a  motion  to 
strike  out  the  fourth  section ;  but  on  his  taking 
bis  seat,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  ad- 
journ. 

Wednesday,  February  19. 

Mr.  WiDOERY  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan- 
iel Cogswell,  praying  that  his  losses  by  Spanish 
spoliations,  amounting  to  $146,200,  might  be  re- 
imbursed to  him. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tenth  insUnt,  presentee)  a  bill  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
Sutes  at  Knozville,  in  the  District  of  East  Tea- 
nessee,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow.     ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QtOinoy,  the  several  petitions 


of -the  raaoufacinrers  of  salt  witbia  the  State  of 
Massachusetts^ presented  theefghth,  twelfth,  thir* 
teenth,  and  seventeenth  of  June.  1809,  were  refer- 
red to  the  Commltt«'e  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  rejMMi 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  proposing 
a  .system  for  raising  the  revenue  necessary  for 
the  .service  of  the  present  and  two  succeeding 
years. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  that  part  of  F«ir£BX  county,  io  Vir- 
ginia) heretofore  included  in  the  parish  of  Fair- 
ftlx,  prayrng  to  be  authorized  to  sell  the  glebe 
lands  lying  in  said  parish,  an^  that  the  proceeds 
thereor  may  be  distributed  among  the  ioliabitanu 
of  that  parish,  in  the  portions  to  which  they  may. 
respectively,  be  en titfisd,— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.WiiLOfit,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  second  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for  the  pro- 
tection, recovery,  and  indemnification.of  Ameri- 
can seamen  ;  which  was  read  twice. 'and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Wuole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  PoBTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  raise  ^n  additional  military  force. 

Mr.P.  t^id  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient 
for  the  Executive  authority  to  make  all  the  ap- 
pointments of  the  officers  Ibr  this  additional  miU- 
tary  force  immediately,  for  witntof  proper  infor- 
mation on  the  subject;  it  would  be  particularly 
so  to  make  all  on  the  same  day.  and  it  was  a  rule 
in  the  Army  that  promotions  should  be  regulated 
by  the  date  of  commissions.  This  bill  provides, 
therefore,  that  all  appointments  made  during  the 
present  session  shall  bear  the  same  date.  Ic  was 
intended  also  to  supply  an  omission  in  the  law 
respecting  the  light  artillery  and  light  dragoons. 

Mr.  P«  wisbiBd,  if  there  were  no  objection,  that 
the  bill  should  be  ordered  to  hjd  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  but,  Mr.  Q^uincy  objecting  to  this 
course,  the  bill  was  committed  for  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  and  read  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  covering  a  report 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  this  House  of 
the  19ih  of  .December,  calling  for  a  system  of 
rules  and  regulations  proper  to  be  adopted  for 
training  and  discipliniog  the  regular  troops  and 
militia  of  the  Unitefl  States. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  conformity  to  the 
act  of  1794.  containing  an  account  of  the  expen- 
diture in  the  fabrication  and  repair  of  arms  in 
the  armories  of  (he  United  .States;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  a  report  on  ^he  petition  of  Jared  Shat- 
tuck.  Aft^r  seme  discussion  on  the  report,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  bill  auihorixiqg  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pOpchase  Winslow  Lewis's  patent 
right  for  a  new  method  of  lighting  light-housei, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  B.  Hall  said  he  found  that  considerable 
alarm  had  been  produced  by  the  report  of  ^e 
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Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  relation  to 
war  taxes,  which  he  proposed  taaUay  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

<«  Reaohedt  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  anthor- 
mag  ^e  ettixens  of  the  several  States  and  Territories 
to  ftirnish  for  the  seamen,  marines,  and  army,  of  the 
United  States,  the  various  necessary  ajticles  of  ^loth< 
ing-^tbe  expenses  for  clothing,  dtc»,  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  conformity 
with  the  Constitutional  principles  of  levying  a  direct 
tax ;  and  whether,  and  how  far,  it  may  be  practicable 
or  expedient  for  any,  and  what,  articles  of  provisions 
or  supplies  for  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  be  fhrnished  by 
the  citizens  of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  in 
lieu  of  duties,  excises,' or  taxes." 
'  Some  objectit>n  being  made  to  the  reference  of 
this  resolntion,  Mr.  B.  Hall  said,  that  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  could  be  more  easily  paM  ro  tht9 
way  in  Georgia,  than  two  ipillions  in  specie; 
why,  then,  said  he,  not  suffer  the  people  ^t  once 
to  furnish  the  articles  wanted^  instead  of*  the 
money  to  purchase  ^hen^  with  ?  It  would,  indeed, 
take  the  business  out  of  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tractors ;  but  that  would  be  no  loss  to  the  nation. 
It  was  no  more  than  a  proposition  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committer  of  Ways  and  Means. 
If  they  deemed  the  plan  impracticable,  they  wotfid 
say  so.  He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhba,  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  and  to  be  printed.' 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA; 

The' House  resumed  the  consideration  of- the 
bill  fur  arming  the  militia  of  the  Ubited  States; 
when  the  question  was  taken,  on  Mr.  Milnor's 
motion. to  strike  out  the  fourth  section^aod  nega^ 
tired,  there  being  only  twenty-eight  votes  for  it* 

Mr.  FiTOH  then  mored  to  strike  out  the  second, 
Afthf  and  siith  sections  of  the  bill,  with  the  rtew 
of  leaving  it  .to  the  State  Legislatures  to  make, 
auch  provisions  for  preserving  the  arms,  after  they 
were  put  into  xhe  bands  of  the  citizens,  as  ihey 
might  deem  proper. 

Motion  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Rhba  moiFed  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of 
the  irst  section  of  the  bill,  which  relates  to  fines, 
dbc;  and  if  this  motion  succeeded,  he  proposed 
afterwards  to  move  to  strike  out  the  ninth  sec- 
tion^ so  as  to  leave  all  the  regulations  for  pre- 
8er?ing  the  guns  from  being  lost,  or  made  away 
with,  to.  the  States. 

^  After  soDie  debate,  the  motion  was  tfegatired, 
there  being  only  thirty-three  votes  foe  it. 

The  question  being  on  the  engrossment  of  the 

bui—  ; 

Mr.  Rhba  said  :  Mr.  Speaker, thisbill,like  many 
things  in  this  world,  presents  itself  with  an  ap- 
pearance very  imposing  indeed,  and  in  a  manner 
almost  peremptory  demands  assent.  The  title, 
viz :  ^^  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  making  pro- 
vision for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States ;"  promises 
largely,  bqt  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  bill 
itself  Will  oast  the  darkening  shade  of  doubt  over 
the  promise. 

Several  attempts  have  baea  made  to  give  to 


this  bill  amendments,  by  which  a  Constitutional 
system  of  arming  the  militia  might  have  been 
obtained,  if  the  original  law  to  which  this  is  de- 
signed to  be  a  supplement  had  been  faulty  ;  but 
these  attempts  have  failed ;  and  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  declare  whether  the  bill  shall  be  eogrostsed 
for  a  third  reading. 

This4)ill  appears  to  be  one  of  that  species  which 
is  designed  rather  as  an  experiment  on  the  under- 
staodin^,  and  to  ascertain  to  what  the  mind  will 
submit  {n  order  to  obtain  one  fav/>rite  priDciple ; 
it  contains  in  itself  the  cause  of  its  extinction;  it 
contains  one  or  two  rays  of  light,  but  they  are  so 
obscure  as  to  be  scarcely  visible. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides,^'  that  from 
^  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eigh- 
^  teen  hundred  an4  thirteen,  each  and  every  free 
^  able-bodied  wjiite  male  person  of  the  United 
^  States,  upon  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
'  years,  and  being  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  any 
'  one  of  tjie  United  States  or  of  the  Territories 

*  thereof,  shall  within  §ix  months  thereafter  been- 
^* titled  to  receive  oue  stand  of  arms^the  right  of 

*  which  shall  be  vested  inalienably  in  him,  and 
^  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  levied  upon,  or  distrain- 
^  ed  to  satify  any  demand  whatever.''  If  the  res- 
idue of  the  first  section  had  been  struck  out,  as 
was  proposed,  and  if  the  second,  third,  foiirth,  fifth, 
sixth  and  ninth  sections  had  also  been  struck  out 
of  the  bill,  it  then  would  have  contained  a  system 
of  arming  which.jQOuld  hav^  been  uuderstandingly 
an4  Constitutionally  voted  for — but  the  residde 
of  the  first  section  and  the  pther  sections  alludied 
to  being  retained,  and  they  containing  a  series  of 
provisions  creating  oblieations  for  taking  oaths 
and  im[)osing  peoaitieti  of  fines  and  imprisonments 
in  relation  to  the  stand  of  arms,  and  also  creating 
a  system  of  expensive  prosecution  for  recovering 
fin^i  and  imposing  imprisonment^onthe  mililia- 
tnan  who  may  take  the  gun,  the  bill  presents  it- 
self in  a  shape  so  questionable,  that  however  de- 
sirable it  may  be  to  make  a  further  appropriation 
to  arm  the  militia,  it  may  be  better  not  to  engross 
this  bill  for  a  third  reading,  than  to  eqgross  and 
pass  it,  80  that  thereby  an  evil  may  be  warded  off 
from  the  militiaman,  which  may  be  more  than  a 
balance  for  the  benefit  he  will  have  by  receiving 
the  offered  gun  of  the  United  States  thereby. 

This  bill  contains  a  kind  of  dilemma,  catching 
at  either  an  afiirrnative  or  a  negative  vote.  If  a 
negative  vote  is  given,  immediately  an  exclama- 
tion is  heard,  "  so  th^n  you  are  opposed  to  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  I"  And  if  an  affir- 
mative vote  is  ^iven.  it  may  then  be  urged  "  if 
you  really  did  intend  to  give  a  gun  to  me  to  be 
my  own  inalienably,  wh^  did  you  load  the  gift 
with  penalties^,  fines,  and  imprisonmeiH,  and  even 
in  certain  cases,  provide  that  I  shall  be  compelled 
toreturn  the  gun  to  you,  as  is  provided  for  in  the 
sixth  section  of  the  bill,?"  Such  is  the  bill^and 
who  of  us  would  advise  an  independent  young 
militiaman  to  receive  a  gun  on  the  terms  pro- 
posed, and  thereby  subject  himself  to  fines  and 
imprisonment,  about  a  gun;  a  gun,.too,  which,  if 
like  some  heard  of,  would  be  good  for  little,  and 
I  as  likely  to  wound  himself  at  the  first  discharge 
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as  otherwise  ?  It  is,  indeed,  unfortunate  that  the 
principle  of  arming  the  militia,  had  not  be^n 
presented  in  its  own  plain  dress,  unadorned  with 
the  thorny  trappings  of  fines  and  im])rison meats, 
and  in  such  manner  that  the  regulations  for  dis- 
tributing the  arms  had  been  left  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
respectively.      "      '  ^  .  ' 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  certainlv 
cannot  be  construed  to  intend  that  Congress  shall 
go  to  arm  the  militia  in  the  manner  proposed,  and^ 
under  a  system  offices  and  imprisonments. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution,  power  is  given  to  Congress  "  to 
provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
the  militia.*'  The  words  expressing  the  delegated 
power  are  not  ^' to- organize,  arm,  and- discipline 
the  militia."  Had  these  active  words  been  used, 
the  power  given  would  have  been  immediate  and 
direct ;  Congress  then  would,  in  a  consolida^ting 
point  of  View,  have  been  the  sole  agent.  But  this 
power  was  guarded  against,  and  the  words  *^to 
provide  for  brganizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the 
militia,"  were  used — words  which  do  evidently 
relate  to  an  agent  other  than  Congress;  and  that 
the  power  gjivcn  to  Congress  was  only,  in  this 
case,  to  provide  the  arms,  reserving  to  the  several 
States  the  distribution  ofxhe  arms  to  the  militia, 
under  such,  regulations  as  the  Legislatures  of  the 
respective  States  may  adopt. 

We  contend,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  militia  are 
regulated  by  the  laws  of^he  respective  States, 
excepting  the  mere  rules  or  discipline  which  Con- 
gress may  prescribe,  for  that  part  of  the  militia 
that  may  be  employed  in  theserviceof  the  Udited 
States.  This  appears  to  be  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  clause  in  th6  Constitution  ;  and 
will  be  more  manifest  when  the  whole  clause, 
which  is  in  the  following  words,  is  considered : 
The  Congress  shall  have  power  V  to  provide  for 
^organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia, 
'  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
^  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ;^re- 

*  serving  to  the  States  resj)e<itively  the  appoint- 
'  ment  of  the  ofiicersand  the  authority  of  training 
'  the  militia,  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 

*  by  Congress."  Here  it  apj^ears,  that  .although 
the  first  part  of  the  clause  gives  power  to  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  discipliaing  the  nii^itia,  that 
part  is  limited  and  explained  by  the  latter  part  of 
the  clause,  by  which  the  authority  of  training  the 
militia,  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by. 
Congress,  is  reserved  to  the  Slates.  The  power, 
then,  to  provide  for  disciplining  the  militia,  given 
to  Congress,  means  no  more  than  to  prescribe  the 
discipline,  and  to  the  States  respectively  is  reseirV- 
ed  the  pow^r  of  training  the  militia  according  to 
the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress.  In  this 
manner  is  the  power  to  provide  for  organizing 
and  arming  the  militia ;  that  is,  the  CoDg-ress 
shall  have  power  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia, 
but  to  the  States  is  reserved  the  power  of  distrib- 
uting the  arms,  and  to  make  rules  and  regulatians 
relative  thereto. 

This  construction,  which  flows  from  the  very 
terms  of  the  clause,  goes  to  prevent  all  diMcuily 


that  might  aris6  6n  this  subject  between  the  Uni* 
ted  Statea  and  the  several  States.  By  this  ccm- 
struction,  the  line  of  difference  between  the- dele- 
gated and  reserved  powers  is  clearly  described 
and  drawn,  so  that  he  who  runs  may  read. 

This  bill,  in  the  first  instance,  pretenda  freely 
and  graciously  top;ive,  and  inalienably  too,  a.  gun 
to  a  young  militiaman,  eighteen  years  of  age, 
ju^t  enrolled  on  the  muster-list,  or  six  months 
thereafter.  Why  this  llmiiatfou  of  tiroe^  If 
the  gun  is  really  intended  to  be  given,  why  not 
give  it  at  any  time,  without  limitation  1  But  this 
tree  gift  of  a  gun  is  loaded  with  penalties  of  fines 
and  imprisonments^  which  may  cause  the  militia- 
man to  refuse  the.gun^  And  if  the  bill  shall  be 
a  law,  aad  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  R.,  shall  here- 
after be  asked  by  any  militiaman  in  Tennessee, 
relative  to  his  taking  the  gun  under  such  penal- 
ties, I  certainly  would  answer.  No,  do  not  take  the 
^un.  but  go  and  buy  a  gun  for  yourself,  and  be 
independent. 

In  respect  to  the  ])enalties  prescribed  by  the  bill, 
it1s  argued,  that  penalties  of  fines  and  imprison- 
ments are  necessary  to  preserve  th€^  ^un.  This 
is  bottomed  on  a  supposition  that  militiamen  are 
careless  or  fraudulent.  This  very  idea  will  event- 
aally  hinder  the  acceptance  of  the  gun  by  every 
young  militiaman  possessed  of  a  soul  of  honor 
and  magoanimity;  his  language  will  be:  Yon 
have  talked  much  aboutgivingmea  gun  and  you 
have  made  a  law. about  it^  but  if  you  intended  to 
have  really  given  the  gun  to  me,  why  did  yoa 
load  the  gun  with  penalties  of  fines  and  impris- 
oomentsv  I  catinot  agree  ta  take  this  gun,  and 
be  so  very  dependent ;  and  will  wait  until  I  c«i 
purchase  a  gun  for  myself,  and  if  you  do  call  me 
out  into  actual  service  in  the  field  yoa  will  fur- 
nish me  with  a  gun. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  in  faror  of  arming  the  mi- 
litia ;  he  had  hefetofore  by  his  vote  supported  the 
principle 4)f  arming  the  militia;  he  was  still  in 
fovoT  of  arming  them ;  he  ^had  endeavored  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  give  it  what  he  eonsida^ed 
would  have  been  a  Constitutional  form,  bat  did 
not  succeed  ;  he  would  therefore  vote  against  en- 
grossing the  bill ;  that  vote  would  be  given  with 
pain,  but  however  painful,  he  deemed  it  better  so 
to  do  than  to  infringe  the  State  sovereignties  in 
relation  to  the^nilitia  hy  this  kind  of  consoHda- 
ting^mode.  If  this,  however  is  negatived,  there 
is  still  an  annual  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  going  on  to  arm  th^  militia. 

Mr.  Wheaton  gave  his  reasons  why*  he  should 
vote  against  the  bill.  After  whichj  the  question 
was  taken  and  xjarried^— yeas  53,  nays  48,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YiiAS — Willis  Akton,  jr.,  William  Anderw)!!,  8tc- 
Ycnson  Archer,  John  Bnkcr^  Burwdl  BnsKell,  Wil- 
liam W*  Bibb,  William  BlackWgCj  J^meft  Btpctei- 
ridgCi  William  Butk^j  I^angJoii  Cbevc«t  Mutlhew 
UUy,  James  Cochran,  l4©wijj  Coodit,  WWam  Uraw- 
ford  J  Joseph  Desha,  Ssinti^l  DiriBiiiotJn  M<*hftdt  Ff«!k* 
lin.  Tlioinuji  GlioZfion,  Chirlea  Oold^horovigh,  Bilwift 
Gray,  fflaiah  L.  Grvt-n.  Uolltns  tialhOl-^-^  Hallp/ 
A*  Harper*  A 
Lacack*  Jev 
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LowndiM,  A«r«ii  L;le«  Natfaiiiwl  Maoon,  ThettMi 
Moore,  WtlUam  McCoy,  8am«el  McKee,  Jai«oa  Moi^ 
gan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hu^  Nelaon,  AnthoBf  New, 
TboBMt  Newbold,  Jloaeph  Pearsoi^  Iirael  Pickens, 
lanaea  PleaaaatB,  jr«,  Heoiy  H.  Ridgely^  SMDoel  Itiog- 
gold»  John  Roane>  Ebeneser  Sage,  Samuel  Shaw, 
George  South*  Richard  Stanford,  Thorny  Wilsoo, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Batid  Bard,  Abijah  Bigebw,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  EUijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
John  C.  GattMmn,  Bpaphroditna  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Rpger  Davis,  EKas 
£arie,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Pitch,  Peterson^  Goodwyn,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph  Kent,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Alexander  McKim,~  Arunah  Met- 
cstf,  James  Mihior,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  William 
Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William 
Reed,  Jciin  IU»ea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WilUam  Rod- 
man, Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert. 
John  Smilie,  William  Strong,  Levris  B.  Starges,  Sanft 
nel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Wm.  Widger^. 


TfiURSDAt,  Febroary  20. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  the  Committee  of  the 
Wlible  were  discharged  from  the  coDsideratlon 
of  the  petition  pf  the  Poard  of*  Directors  of  the 
Oriskfiny  Manufacturioj^  Comoany,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  MoKeej  from  the  committee,  appointed 
on  that  part  ot  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  Indian  affairs,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  serve'd  in 
the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash ;  which^  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  t'oiN dexter,  - 
Besoltedf  That  the  Committee  oh  the  Pablic 
Liknds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  confirming  all  claims  to  land  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  founded  oq  warrants  of  survey 
granted  by  the  Spanish  Government  of  Louisiana, 
and  not  confirmed  by  former  laws  regulating  the 
grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee;  provided  the  grantee,  or  the  legal 
representative  cff  tba  grantee,  resides  at  this  time 
in  said  Territory,  add  the  evidence  of  the  claim 
baa  been  regularly  filed  with  the  Registers  of  the 
Land  Offices  east  and  west  of  Pearl  river,  and  re- 
]^rted  by  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
agreeably  to  law;  and  that  the  committee  have 
leaTe  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 

the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  Slates  at  Knox* 

Tille,  in  the  District  of  East  Tennessee,  in  the 

State  of  Tennessee,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 

passed. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

I         the  Wholet  OD  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  Tros- 

I         tees  of  the  Gbergetown  Lancastrian  School ; 

,        which  was  amended,  reported  to  the  House,  and 

t        ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  •  third  reading. 


Thtf  HoQse  resolved  itself  into  a  Comminee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  giving  further  time  for  re- 
gistering claims  to  lands  in  the  western  district 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans;  which,  having  been 
amended,  vna  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved* itself  io to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Levy  Court 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  ofCohimbia.  The 
bill  passed  throuffh  committee  and  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  making  a  further  appropriation 
for  repairing  ^nd  competing  the  building  par- 
chased  fortheaccommoaation  of  the  General  Post 
OflSee  and  Patent  Office.  [The  hill  proposes  an 
additional  appropriation  of  thirteen  thousand  and 
odd  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  up  the  s^reat 
hotel  in  this  city  for  the  use  of  these  offices.} 

After  sopie  conversation  on  the  detail  oi  the 
bill,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  RiDOELY,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  sereral  memorials  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal  Company,  of  the  President  and 
Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  State 
of  New  Yorkj  respectiUjj;  a  canal  from  the  Great 
Lakes  to  the  Hudson  river,  made  the  following 
report: 

That  they  consider  the  improvement  of  the  internal 
navigation  of  the  United  States,  by  means  of  the  canals 
contemplated  by  the  said  companies  and  the  State  of 
New  York,  ^of  great  national  importance,  and  well 
meritjng  the  patronage  and  aid  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. That,  under  this  ^pression,  the  committee 
have  paid  particular  attention  to  the  subject-matter  of 
the  said  memorials,  and  have  felt  the  strongest  dispo- 
sition to  report  fiivorably  to  the  petitioners.  The 
committee,  however,  lament  that  the  inaospicions  sit- 
uation of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  our  foreign 
relations,  renders  it,  in  their  opinion*  improper,  at  the 
present  time,  to  grant  that  effectual  aid  to  the  under- 
taking, to  which  they  are  so  well  entitled.  ^  They, 
therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz : 

Resohedt  That  the  state  of  the  public  finances  and 
resources,  and  present  embarrassed  situation  of  the 
CountiT,  render  it  inexpedient  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  make  a  donation  in  land  or  money, 
at  the  present  time,  for  the-  pnrpose  of -effecting  the 
objects  contemplated  in  said  memorials. . 

TasASOaT  DxpAa-rxEirT,  J(m.  6,  1811. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  answers  to  the 
queries  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and 
also  the  copy  of  a  report  on  the  same  subject,  made  on 
the  4th  of  April,  1818,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  3d  of  March,  1807. 

I  have  the  honor  to  'be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  H.  M.  RinosLTi  ChairmaH,  4«. 
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Answera  to  the  queries  propoeed  by  the  oommittee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  **  memorial  of  the  President 
and  Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Penn- 
sylvania,  praying  the  aid  and  patronage  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  i^  accomplishing  the  extensive  and 
useful  works  in  which  they  are  engaged/'  &o. 

Tbbasurt  Dir^RtMivT,  Jan.  6,  1812. 

1st  Query.  **  Will  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
United  States  admit  of  the  application  of  public  moneys 
lo  the  improvement  of  the  oonntry  by  mealls  of  oanal 
and  inland  navigation  V* 

Answer.  The  state  of  the  finances  of  the  United 
8tates  does  not,  at  this  time,  permit  the  applitetipn  of 
public  moneys  to  any  new  objecta  of  iroproveipent.^ 
The  revenue  is  at  present  considerably  less  than  the 
annual  public  expenses. 

2d  Query.  **  If  the  state  of  the  finances  will  not  ad- 
mit of  pecuniary  aid  being  afforded  by  the  Government, 
can  any  other  resources  l>e  applied  to  these  objedto 
without  interfering  with  the  nation^  engagements  or 
the  public  exigencies  t  If  so,  I  am  desired  to  request 
that  you  will  specify  them,  and  the  mode  of  ap(>licatiofi^ 
so  as  to  promote,  in  the  most  efibctual  manner,  these 
important  objecta,  and  to  difiuse  the  benefita  arising 
therefrom  aa  generally  as  possible  among  the  s^reral 
States."  ^ 

Answer.  A  portion  of  the  public  lands  may  be  se- 
lected, and  ito  proceeds  appropriated  to  these  objects. 
Without  causing  any  jMnsible  dininution-of  the  revenae 
arising  irorn  that  sou  roe,  and,  therefore,  without  inter- 
fering vrith  the  national  engagemento  and  public  exi- 
gencies. It  is  only  qecessary,  for  that  purpose,  that 
Uie  tract  or  tracta  of  land  thus  selected,  should  be  with- 
out the  boundaries  of  the  land  districta  already  estab- 
lished by  law,  so  that  the  annual  sales  in  tho^  districta, 
and  the  paymenta  into  the  Treasury,  which  constitute 
the  existing  land  revenue,  may  not,  i^  any  degree,  be 
affected  by  the  contemplated  appropriation. 

The  quantity  of  land  set  apart  for  that  purpose  should 
be  sufficient  to  produce,  when  sold,  a  sum  equal  to  that 
which  Congress  intends  to  apply  to  these  objecta ;  and 
the  States,  oompanies,  or  trustees  under  whose  direc- 
tion the  several  works  vdll  be  executed,  should  be  au- 
thorized to  sell,  fh>m  time  to  time,  at  the  price  limited 
by  law,  such  portions  of  the  land  as  will  be  necessary 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  works.  The  proceeds  of 
the  sales  might  be  anticipated  by  authorizing  loans,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  the  value  of  the  lands  appro- 
priated, and  made  reimbursable  at  distant  periods ;  in 
which  case  the  foith  of,  the  United  States  might  also 
be  pledged  for  the  reimbursement  of  such  paf  ta  of  the 
principal  of  such  loans  as  could  not  be  discharged  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands;  the  residue  of 
the  landj  then  remaining  unsold  reverting,  in  that  case, 
to  the  United  States. 

3d.  Query.  "  Will  the  projected  canal  from  the 
Great  Lakes  to  the  tide-waters  of  (he  Hudson  tend  to 
raise  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  facilitate  the  means 
of  payment  for  them,  and  arrest  the  illicit  trade  which 
is  now  practised  with  a  neighboring  nation,  and  by 
which  the  public  revenue  is  greatly  diminished  V* 

Answer.  A  canal  uniting  Lake  Erie  with  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Hudson,  or  any  other  Atlantic  river,  can- 
not fail  to  enhance  the  value  of  all  the  public  lands 
adjacent  to  the  Great  Lakes,  or  otherwite  so  situated 
that  their  inhabitanto  may  use  that  navigation  for  the 
transportation  of  produce  or  merchandise.  For  the 
same  reason  it  will  be  giving  access,  on  cheaper  terms, 
to  a  better  market,  and  facilitate,  to  a  certain  degree. 


tlM  means  of  paying  hr  tbfi  lands  thus  aitaated*  It  is 
not  believed  that  the  canal  would  matenally  arrasi  the 
iUidt  tiade  from  Canada. 

4th  Query.  "  What  are  the  ideas  of  the  Secratafj 
of  the  TreaMisy  fs  to  a  general  system  of  iroproTesMat 
by  canals  and  opening  of  th«  rivers,  and  as  to  the 
means  of  efifecting  ^  within  the  power  of  .the  Gtoieral 
Government  1"  , 

Answer.  In  a  report  made  on  the  4th  of  April,  1818, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  2d  Mar^ 
1807,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  submitted  the  gen- 
eral outlines  of  a  plan  to  that  effect.  To  thia  he  begs 
leave  respectfully  to  refer.  Although  the  details  most, 
in,  many  respecto,  be  incorrect,  and  several  important 
objecta  may,  for  want  of  information,  have  been  omit- 
ted, his  opinion  continues  the  same  with  respect  to  the 
general  principles  of  the  plan.  It  is  still  believed  that 
a  system  of  improvement,  embracing  all  the  important 
communications  point^ed  out  by  the  great  geographical 
features  of  the  country,  and  also  such  other  loosd  ob- 
jecta as  it  may  be  necessary  to  include,  in  order  to 
equalixe,'  as  frir  as  practicable,  the  benefita  of  the  plan, 
would  have  a  moilt  powerful  effect  towards  promotiag 
the  prosperity  of  the  couht?y,  and  consolidating  this 
interesta  of  the  most  remote  quarters  of  the  Union. 
The  modifications  which  existing  circumstances  render 
necessary,  in. the  qianner  of  applying  the  resources  of 
the  United  States  to  that  important  object,  have  al- 
ready been  suggested  in  the  answer  to  the  second 
query.    Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBfERT  GALLATIN. 

t/lr.  RiDGSLT  moved  that  this  report  be  com- 
mitted, minted/and  made  the  order  for  Monday. 

Mr.  BvRWBLh  wished  the  sense  of  .the  House 
to  be  now  takea  upon  this  report — he  disagreed 
with  it^tire ly.  He  had  always  been  in  favor  of 
a  genera]  system  of  navigation,  and  thought  a 
portion  of  the  public  lands  might  be  well  employ- 
ed in  this  way.  He  wished  the  vote  to  be  taken 
now,  because  if  the  report  was  disagreed  to,  the 
subject  might  be  recommitted  .and  something  ef- 
fected durmg  the  present  session;  bat  if  it  was 
put  off,  the  probability  wasj  that  nothing  would 
be  done  on  the  subject. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Golj>  and 
Mr.  RipQBLT,  expressing  their  wish. to  have  the 
report  acted  upon  at  an  early  day,  it  was  com- 
muted. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  bill  for  arm^dg  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  third  time ;;  and  the  queatioa 
being  put,  "  Shall  the  bill  f^ass  to  its  third  reading?' 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  himself  fciandly  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and,  until  the  amendment 
bad  been  made  placing  the  distribution  of  the 
arms  in  the  power  of  tt^  State  Govern meots,  he 
intended  to  vote  for  it ;  but  he  thought  it  better 
not  to  pass  the  bill  at  ail,  than  to  leave  it  in  the 
power  of  the  States  to  lock  ap  these  arms  in 
arsenals. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  disliked  the  bill  in  many  re- 
spects. He  doubled  the  Constitutional  power  of 
Congress  to  put  arms  into  the  bands  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  before  they  are  called  in- 
to the  service  of  the  Union.  The  militia,  he  con- 
tended, is  the  army  of  tlie  s&veral  States,  and  not 
of  the  United  Stataa,  aad  the  State  L^islatnrw 
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are  the  proper  judsres  when  thej  OD^ht  to  be  arm- 
ed. The  United  States  may  furnish  the  arms, 
but  the  States  ought  to  distribute  them  as  they 
deem  proper,  and  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  in 
whatever  way  they  might  dispose  of  them  it 
wt>uld  be  the  best.  He  said  that  the  prorisions  of 
this  bill  would  conflict  with  the  law  of  1792  on 
this  subject,  and  with  the  rules  and  practice  of 
several  of  fhe  States.-  He  renewed  the  objections 
which  had  before  been  urg«>d  to  some  details  of 
the  bill ;  expressed  doubts  whether  the  arms  could 
be  procured,  if  the  bill  passed,  and  obiected  to  the 
large  appropriation  of  pioney  for  this  object  at 
this  lime. 

.  Mr.  Nelson  replied  to  the  objection  made  by 
Mr.  Calhoun.  He  thought  gentlemen  who  were 
ID  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  ought  not  to 
abandon  it,  beca[use  they  could  not  have  all  its 
provisions  precisely  in  the  form  they  wished 
them.  He.  did  not  think  the  amendment  which 
had  been  agreed  to,  made  any  material  difference 
in  the  bill ;  the  first  section  provide!  that  the 
arms  shall  be  distributed — the  Legislatures  can 
only  direct  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  done, 
and  DO  one  could  certainly  object  to  their  having 
this  power.  He  thou|rht  it  time  that  arms  should 
be  prorvided  for  the  militia,  the  Government  had 
been  in  ojieraiion  twenty-four  years  without  pro- 
viding a  single  musket  for  the  militia,  though  the 
Elxeeutive  had  constantly  called  upon  Congress 
to  render  the  militia  effective,  from  the  time  of 
General  WASHiwaTON  to  the  present  clay. 

Mr.  Macon  said  this  was  an  unfortunate  bill,  for 
though  all  appear  friendly  to  the  object  of  it,, 
there  were  sufficient  objections  to  one  part  or 
other  of  the  bill,  he  feared,  to  defeat  it.  He  said 
five  millions  had  been  voted  for  the  army  and 
navy,  without  scruple;  but  now,  when  we  are 
about  to  put  aVms  m  the  hands  of  the  militia, 
gentlemen  begin  to  talk  about  expense.  As  to 
the  objections  which  had  been  made  against  the 
details  of  the  bill,  they  were  such  as  might  be 
made  against  any  bill  that  could  bedrawb.  The 
true  question  is,  Will  the  bill  arm  the  militia  bet- 
ter than  they  are  at  prerent  ?  He  had  no  doubt 
that  it  would,  and  be  was  therefore  in  favor  of  it. 
Mr.  Ranoolph  said  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut viewed  the  deformities  of  the  bill  with 
more  pleasure  than  its  beauties;  the  bill  was 
aomewnat  objectionable  in  its  details,  but  princi- 
pally from  its  omissions.  The  fears  entertained 
that  the  State  Legislatures  might  abuse  the  power 
placed  in  them  were  certainly  groundless.  After 
all  the  large  appropriations  made  for  the  army 
and  navy,  he  said  it  was  strange  that  objections 
should  be  made  to  this  pitiful  appropriation  for 
arms  for  our  militia,  which  will  remam  when  oar 
vessels  and  gunboats  are  gone  to  decay, 

Mr.  Wbight  spoke  at  considerable  length  in 
favor  of  the  general  principle  of  arming ;  and  of 
the  reasonableness  oi  purchasing  arms  out  of  the 
common  funds  of  the  United  States,  rather  than 
put  the  rich  and  poor  on  the  same  level,  by  re- 
quiring each  to  purchase  arnds  for  themselves, 
which  was  a  provision  too  trnequal  and  unjust  to 
be  countenanced  by  a  firee  Government. 


After  Mr.  Wriqbt  bad  concluded  bis  remarks, 
Mr.  LiTTLB  rose.  He  said  that  as  nothing 
which  eouTd  now  be  said  could  affect  the  senti- 
ments of  the  members  of  the  House ;  and  as  un- 
necessary deba<e  only  served  to  the  waste  of  time 
and  obstruction  of  business,  he  felt  compelled  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

"A  sufficient  number  of  members  rising  in  favor 
of  the  preyious  question,  it  was  put  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  to  wit :  *  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put?"  and  negatived-^yeas  62,  nays,  62,  as 
follows : 

Y»A8 — Willb  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson»  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Ezeklel  Bacon,  Bui^ell  Bassett,  Wil- 
lia,ni  Blacklcdge,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  But- 
ler, Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Jam^s  Cochran, 
Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis^  Joseph 
Deshsy  Samoel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Barle,  James  Fisk, 
Keshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gfaolson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall/  John 
A.  Harper,  Jacob  Huf^,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R. 
King,  Peter  Little,  Wilham  Lowndes,  George  C.  Max- 
well, Samnel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Monow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickenr,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M. 
Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  William 
Rodman,  Ebenecsr  Sage,  Thomas  Sammoss,  Adam 
Seyhert,  Samnel  Shaw,  John  Smitie.  George  Smith, 
William  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  and  Charles  Tam- 
er, junior. 

NATs--John  Baker,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
John  O.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  Jas. 
Emott,  Williab  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson^  jun.,  Abner  Lacock, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ingston, Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Milnor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  William  Piper,  Timo&y  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleas- 
ants, joun  EHsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, William  Reed,  Ifenry  M.  Ridgdy,  John  Rhea, 
JonathsA  Roberts,  John  Sevier,  John  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  BiDi^amia'*TaUmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun^  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  WhitehUl,  William  Widgery,  Thomas 
Wikon,  and  Robert  Wright 

A  gentleman  rising  further  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion, and  Mr.  Pitkin  objecting  thereto,  it  was  de- 
cided bif  the  SpEAKEa,  in  eonformity  to  precedent, 
that  the  decision  of  the  previous  question  in  the 
negative  precludes  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  foe  one  day. 

FaiOAT,  February  21. 

Mr.  MoBRow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  **  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'- 
Bannon,^ reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  it  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  haVe  passed  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Government,  dur- 
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ing  the  year  1812,  with  aiQendments ;  in  whicli 
they  desire  the  coaeurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments  of  the  Senate;  and  the  same  being 
read,  were,  together  with  the  bill,  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wilson  oflered  a  resolution,  the  object 
of  whidi  was  to  direct  the.  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  so  nvuch  of  an  act  of  Con- 
fress  as  establishes  ports  of  entry  at  Pittsburg, 
[arietta,  Limestone,  Cincinnati,  and  LooisTille. 
Mr.  W.  stated  that  no  entries  wore  ever  made  in 
these  ports,  and  yet  revenue  officers  at  these  places 
received  annual  salaries  fOr  services  which  they 
never  bad  an  opportunity  to  perform.  The  Keso- 
lutioD  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OaaisET,  after  adverting  to  the  difficulty  of 
distribttti3g[  arms  of  the  United  States  by  land  or 
water  carnage  ia  the  interior  of  the  Western 
country,  offered  the  following  resoimion: 

**  Retohedy  That  the  oomsuttee  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  our  military  afiairs,  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  au^orising  the  establisiiment  of  an  ar- 
mory at  LoaisviUe,  iik  Kentucky,  with  leave  to  report 
by  lull  or  otherwise." 

The  resolution  was  agreed-  to  without  oppo^^ 
sition. 

Mr.  BAsaBTT  laid  upon  the  table  the  following 
resolution : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  standing  rules  and  erders  of 
the  House  be  so  amended,  thst  a  majority  of  those 
present  shall  be  required  to  admit  the  (devious  ques- 
tion." 

The  bill  coneeming  the  Levy  Court  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Coluui- 
bia ;  and  the  bill  giving  further  time  to  register 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Western  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  were  severalty  read  a  third 
time,  and  |)assed. 

ARTS  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  Sbtbert  said,  after  making  a  very  few 
preliminary  remarks,  he  would  offer  a  resolution 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Hoofse,  coirnected 
with  a  highly  important  national  object.  By  the 
Eleventh  Congress,  he  was  indulged  in  a  motion 
to  reprint  avaluable  report  of  a  former  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  manufactures  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  To  that  same  Congress,  the  present 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  a  report,  m  part, 
on  the  seme  subject.  He  said  be  need  not  recite 
to  the  House  its  merits ;  they  were  generally  ac- 
knowledged. 

By  the  act  of  May  1, 1810,  it-was  provided  that 
further  information  be  obtained,  bv  the  Marshals 
and  their  deputies,  on  thesubject  or  manufactures. 
The  result  of  their  inquiries  was  a  mass  of  facts 
which  are  now  buried  in  the  archives  of  the 
Treasury^  and  answer  no  useful  purpose  to  the 
nation.  His  present  object,  he  declared  to-be,  the 
publication  of  the  facts  thus  collected.  Upwards 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars  had  been  already  ap- 
propriated ;  which,  if  the  matter  remained  as  it 
now  is,  would  answer  no  beneficial  purposes.  His 


resolution,  if  adopted,  would  bring  to  light  maBf 
facts  concerning  the  agriculture  and  maBulae- 
tures  of  the  United  States,  and  other  statistical 
information,  connected  with  the  true  basis  of  na- 
tional indepeitdence.  These  objects  coit^uiiue 
the  permauept  sources  of  the  wealth  of  the  o^Uod  ; 
they  are  the  real  and  fixed  capital  of  the  country. 
We  shall  thereby  be  enabled  to  trace  oar  prog^rcss 
from  infapcy  to  manhood.  By  this  report  we 
can  al6ne  be  in  aisituatioo  to  eni^ct  a  wise,  poli* 
tic,  and  systematic  tariff  o^  duties;  it  alone  can 
teach  us  to  discriminate  the  proper  objects  of  pro- 
tection. I  might  add  much  more  on  the  subject ; 
this  would  be  consuming  time  unnecessarily  ;  I 
will  therefore  proceed  to  read  the  resolution  : 

** iU$ohtdrhff  the  8enaU  and  MmiMuf  BefretKmim' 
Hoee  of  the  united  Statee  of  Ameriea  in  Otmgrem 
aeemliedy  That,  ike  SeenUrj  of  the  Tre^muy  he 
directed  to  employ  a  person  to  digest  and  itedoee  to 
sQch  Ibrm  as  shall  be  deemed  most  conductve  to  the 
interests  qf  the  United  States,  a  statement  of  the  nam- 
her,  natui^,  extent^  situation,  and  value,  of  the  arts 
and  manufiictures  of  the  iJnited  States,  together  widi 
such  other  details  oonoected  with  these  sulgects,  ss 
can  be  made  firom  the  abstracts  and  other  documents 
and  returns  reported  to  him  by  the  Marshals  and  other 
persons  employed  te  collect  infbrmatioir,  in  conformity 
to  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  May, 
1810,  and  that  he  report  the  same  to  Congress  at  their 
next  session." 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Newton, 
stating  the  difficulty  of  the  proposed  digest,  from 
the  want  of  uniformity,  connexion,  or  mjethod,in 
the  returns,  and  the  probability  that  the  motion 
might  be  so  amended  as  better  to  attain  the  ob- 
ject in  view,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  Ue  on 
the  table. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  arming  th£  militia. 

After  some  observations  from  Messrs.  Potter 
and  Wright,  in  favor  of  the  bill;  and  from 
Messrs.  Robejits  and  Tallmadob,  against  it, 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  BuiweU  Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Wilham 
Blackledge,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  BurweU, 
William  Butler,  Laogdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay» 
James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Ha(|,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  PhUip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lerever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  Thomas  Moor^  Arshibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  MoKee,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomss  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  -Piekens, 
James  Pleasants,  junior,  EUsha'  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dotpb,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Daniel  Sheffiay,  Geoige  Smilie,  John  Smithy  Bichaid 


1065 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1086 


i         FcBEUAUr,  1813. 


Campaign  on  thfi  Wabashrfc. 


HofR. 


Stanfcrd,  PlvUp  3«iart,  George  M.  .TfOQp,  Charlet 
Turner,  jr.,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wught — 67. 
Nats — Willis  AlstePt  jun.»  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow, .  Harmanas  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden^ 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  Jamas 
Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Pisk,  Asa  Fitch, Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Joseph  Kent,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  George  C. 
"Maxwell,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  James 
Milnor,  t^amuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Thomas  NewboM,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardi- 
■on,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Jolm  Qmilie,  Wil- 
lian^  Strong,  I^ewis  B«  Stnrgas,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
junm  TaHmadgo,  Ud  Tracy,  Pierre,  Van  Cortlandt, 
j«ui.»  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Wldte- 
hill,  and  WUUaa  Widgery.— 61. 

CAMPAIGN  ON  THE  WABA^. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  aComti&itCee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  hite  cainpai^ 
on  the  Wabash.  r  y 

Mr.  McKete  stated  the  provisions  of  the  law  to 
he  precisely  copied  from  th?  existing  law,  except 
that  its  provisions  were  extended  to  a  species  of 
force  (the  militia)  which,  in  the  opinion  of  thfe 
Secretary  of  War,  did  not  come  within  the  ftro- 
visions  of  the  law^  which  provides  for  tlie  relief 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  fell  in 
the  service  of  their  country.        . 

Varioas  amendments  were  made  to  the  details 
of  the  hill,  and  it  being  reported  to  the  Hotise, 
there  appeared  to  be  no  objection  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill.  ' 

M^srs.  MtfKEB^  Jennings,  Wright,  Little, 
Bassbtt,  Bibb,  Bacon,  P<tkin^  Burwell,  John- 
son, and  Tallmadge,  look  part  in  the  desultory 
debate  on  the  amendments. 
^  The  bill  was  tbep  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


Monday,  February  24. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom'  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  fbr  the  year  1812,  re- 
jH>rted  It  as  the  opinion  of  the  cbmmittee  that  the 
amendments  ought  to  be  agreed  to.  The  bill, 
with  the  amendments,  was  committed ;  and  the 
House  afterwards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  went  into 
a  committee  on  the  subject,  when  the  amend- 
ments were  agreed  to  and  reported  to  the  House 
and  by  the  House  concurred  in. 

These  amendments  restored  to  the  clerks  id  the 
several  Departments  the  fifteen  per  cent,  which 
had  been  struck  out  of  the  bill  when  Is^st  before 
the  House,  and  appropriated  (100,000  for  the  oon- 
tinffent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  taken  upon  the  additional  allow- 
ance to  the  clerks,  and  carried,  64  to  40 ;  the  al- 
lowance fbr  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse, was  carried,  83  to  17.  | 


Mr.  Bassett  called  up  the  resolution  which 
he  had  laid  upon  the  table  on  Friday  last,  propos- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  rules  of  the  House,  requir- 
ing a  majority,  instead  of  one-fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  to  call  for  the  previous  question. 
After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  B.  on  the  pro- 
priety of  this  alteration  of  the  rules,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Stanford,  who  said  it  would  render  the  rule 
much  less  obnoxious  than  heretofore,  it  was  agreed 
to,  51  to  40.         .      ' 

The  following  bills  passed  their  third  reading, 
viz :  a  bill  suppTenaentary  to  an  act  providing  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  General  Po&t  C^ee 
and  Patent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes ;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who^erved 
in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash;  and  a  hill 
to  incorpori^te  the  Trustees  of  the  Georgetown 
Lancastrian  School  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising  an  additional 
mihtary  force ;  which,  after  being  amended,  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and,  on  motion  ol  Mr. 
MaooNj  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  Gold  said,  it  was  well  known,  that  from 
the  increased  business  of  ^be  Supreme  Court, 
considerahte  delay  and  injury  was  occasioned  to 
icQitdrs  by  their  causes  being  laid  over  from  one 
court  to  another ;  and  the  judges,  having  to  attend 
to  their  several  Circuit  Courts,  could  not  devote 
sufficient  time  to,  the  business  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Mr/G.  thouj^ht  it  improper  that  the  same 
judges  who  preside  in  the  Circuit  Courts,  should 
afterwards  revise  their  own  judgments,  in  cases 
of  appe^,  in  the  Supreme  Court.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  this  was  in  conformity  to  the  meaniofir 
of  the  Constitutional  provision,  that  "the  judicial 
'  powers  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in 
'  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts 
*  as  the  Congress  may,  (rom  tinie  to  time,  ordain 
Vand  establish."  He  saw  no  difficulty  that  would 
attend  the  holding  of  the  Circuit  Courts  by  two 
or  more  district  judges  from  adjoining  districts. 
In  order  to  bring  this  subject  before  the  House, 
Mr.  G.  offered  the  following  resolution : 

"  Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  alteration  is  necessary 
in  the  jodicial  system  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
they  report  by  bill." 

Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  Ave  appointed. 

GOVERNMENT  LOAN. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ways  and  means,  when  the  bill  authorizing 

a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding million^  of 

dollars,  was  taken  up.  And  the  bill  having  been 
read  through,  the  blank  for  the  amount  of  the 
loan  was  filled  up  with  eleven  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  blank  for  the  time  after  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  at  liberty  to  reimburse  the  sum 
loaned;  was  filled  with  twelve  years.  The  com- 
mittee then  rose  aqd  the  House  concurred  in  the 
amendments.  On  the  question,  "Shall  the  hill 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  ?"  the  yeas  and 
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nays  were  called,  and  the  question  was  carried, 
86  to  28,  as  follows  : 

ITeas — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer.  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUIiam  Blackledge, 
Adam  Bojd,  Robert  Brown,  Wm.  A.  Bur^elt,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Gheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  WiHiam  Craw- 
ford, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
HaU,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  AjleU  Hftwes, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Lacoek,  ^Joseph  Lefever,  Peter 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBrvde,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  I^elson,  An- 
thony New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James 
rleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Silas  Stow,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill, 
William  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright— ^6. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,^Elgah  Biigham, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson*  jr.,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  James  Milnor, 
Jonathan  p.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit^ 
kin,jr.,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard 
Stanford, Philip  Stuari,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Talimadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  and  Thomas  Wilson.— 28. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  tlouse  agreed 
that  they  would  to-morrow  take  up  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  andMean^,  in  relation  to 
the  contemplated  taxes.     . 

TuEBDAT)  February  25. 

Mr.  Oholson,  from  the  Committer  of  Claims, 
who  was  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  third 
ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing in  force  an  act  to  provide  for  persons  who 
were  disj^led  by  known  wounds  received  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  presented  a  bill  to  continue 
in  force  "Air  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted ton  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PoirtuEXTBR,  the  Committee 
on  the  Pablic  Lands  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  hy  him 
on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  conceroing  lands  in  Flor* 
ida ;  and  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Attor- 
ney General'of  the  United  States,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  lo  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House- 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  establish  a 
Quartermaster's  Department,  ftnd  for  other  pur- 


poses ;"  in  whieh  they  desire  the  concarrenee  of 
this  House.  . 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  auth^izing  the  Pre9- 
ident  of  t|ie  United  States  to  lease  for  «  teroa  of 
years  one  of  the  reservations  of  public  ground  in 
the  City  of  Washioeton,  (the  vacant  ground  lying 
west  ot  the  Capitol.)  for  the  purpose  of  a  botanic 
garden*    The  bill  was  twice  read  aud  committed. 

Mr.  Seybbrt  called  up  the  resolution  which  he 
had  laid  upon  the  table  some  days  ago,  proposing 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  em- 
ploy a  proper  person  to  arrange  and  digest  the 
mformation  on  the  subject  of  manofactures,  re- 
ceived from  the  Marshals  of  the  several  Suues ; 
which,  after' receiving  some  little  modifieacioa 
from  its  mover,  was  raid  three  times,  aad  passed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  establishing  a  Qriiar- 
termaster's  Department,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

STEPHEN  PfiLLOWS. ' 

Mr*  Pitkin  piresented  the  pe^tion  of  Stephem 
Fellows,  a  wounded  soldier  of  the  Revolotioo, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  pension,  owio^  to  his 
entire  disability  to  earn,  anything  toward  a  sub- 
sistence by  lalior. 

Mr.  P.  said  this  petitioner  was  already  allowed 
five  dollars  a  mopih,  the  highest  degree  of  pen- 
sion provided  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States; 
but  he  thought  that  persons  so  utterly  incapaci- 
tated as  he  knew  this  man  to  be,  ought  to  have  a 
larger  allowance.  He  moved,  therefore,  to  refer 
the  petition  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  with 
instructions  *^  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
'  makiofi:  provision  by  law  for  increasing  the  pen- 
'  sion  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers, 
^  to  a  greater  sum  than'  is  at  present  allowed, 
'  whene?er,  in  consequence  of  wounds,  they  have 
'  become  totally'  unable  to  maintain  themselves 
^  by;  manual  labor. 

Messrs.  Alston  and  Shaw  opposed  this  motion, 
as  tending  to  break  up  all  the  present  regulations 
in  this  resped,  and  to  bring  in  a  crowd  of  appli- 
cants of  the  same  kind ;  they  thought  the  United 
States  had  done  enough  on  this  subject.  If  there 
were  any  particularly  hard  cases,  the  States  in 
which  such  persons  lived,  or  the  society  aboat 
them,  would  doubtless  render  them  the  assistance 
whicb  iheir  situation  required.  Mr.  S.  moved 
that  the  petition  lie  on  the  table.  This  motion 
was  negativ;ed-=-41  to  38. 

After  a  few  observations  against  the  referenoe, 
by  Mr.  Wiooery,  and  in  favor  of  it  by  Mr.  Fisk, 
the  motion  was  carried — 45  to  43. 

On  the  suggestion  of  M^*  Little,  the  word 
'^  officers"  was  added  before  the  word  "  noQ-ct>m- 
mj^stoned." 

GOVERNKCENT  LOAN. 

Th^  engrossed  bill  for  authorizing  a  loan  for 
eleven  millions  of  dollars,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  the  question  being  put,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  to 
its  third  reading?" 

Mr.  M.  Clat  expressed  a  wish  that  the  bill 
might  be  postponed  for  a  few  days.    It  was  pred- 
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ieated  upon  war,  which. mady  still  hoped  might 
be  avoided.  The  Coostitmion  had  juM  arrived 
from  FraDce^aDd  had  probably  brouj^ht  despatch- 
es, which  doubtless  would  be  commuoicated  to 
OoDgress  as  soon  ^s  they  could  be  got  ready. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  considera^on  of  this  bill 
would  be  postponed  until  Monday  next.  And  he 
g^Te  notice  that  he  should  roo?e  a  like  postpone- 
ment of  the  report  of  the  Committ^  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  relation  to  taxes,  when  that  subject 
shall  be  called  up. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  whatever  weight  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  might  have^  in 
relation  to  the  taxen,  he  hoped  they  would  not 
prevail,  in  postponing  the  consideration  of  the 
present  bill.  Congress  had  already  authorized 
very  large  expenses,  which  must  be  provided  for; 
and  the  Executive  ought  to  have  some  time  al- 
lowed him  to  ascertain  whether  loans  can  be  ob- 
tained upon  the  terms  contained  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smiue  said,  it  was  well  known  that  he  had 
been  opposed  to  a  part  of  the  measures  of  expense 
which  had  been  authorized ;  but,  as  the  bills  had 
now  become  laws,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  prb- 
vide  the  ways  and  means  for  carrying  them  into 
eflfect.  And  he  was  for  4loiBg  this  at  once,  with- 
out waiting  for  any  communications  from  abri)ad, 
which  were  altogether  uncertain. 

The  motion  for  poinponement  was  lo^. 

The  question  then  returned  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  ,     . 

Mr.  Randolph  did  not  feel  himself'  bound  to 
vote  for  this  bill  because  the  expenses,  for  the 
meeting  of  which  it  went  to  provide  a  loan,  had 
been  authorized.  He  held  himself  perfectly  ab- 
solved from  these  measures;  as  he  had  constantly 
opposed  them  in  their  progress  through  the 
House. 

But  I  do  not  rise^  said  Mr.  R.,  either  to  make 
an  apology  for  my  vote,  or  with  an  expectation  of 
changing  the  sentiments  ofa  single  individual  in 
this  House.  It  is  for  the  purpose,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible, of  being  heard  by  those  to  whom  alone  I 
feel  myself  amenable  for  rov  public  conduct.  But 
I  well  koo^,  from  long  and  tried  experience  in 
this  House,  that  this  is  a  desperate  hope — ihatt^ie 
avenues  to  the  public  ear  are  shut  against  a  small, 
and  not,  perhaps,  very  important' description  of 
persons  in  this  House.* 

Mr.  R.  wished  the  American  people  to  know 
what  sew  cause  of  war  had  accrued  since  the  ao* 
cession  of  the  present  P/esident  to  the  Chair— 

*  Mr.  Randolph  certainly  bad  no  allusien  to  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  in  this  remark,  becaoae,  as  to  this 
paper,  such  an  impatation  as  is  here  conveyed,  would 
be  utterly  and  notoriously  without  foundation.  What- 
ever may  be'  our  errors  of  omission  or  comniiflsion,  Mr. 
Randolph  and  his  friends  (the  description  of  persons, 
we  presume,  to  whom^  the  orator  adverts)  have  neither 
right  nor  reason  to  complain ;  they  certainly  have  here- 
tofore occupied,  in  our  columns,  their  full  ihare  of  pob- 
Uc  attention.  We  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
caution  our  readers'against  falling  into  the  error,  from 
the  generality  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  phraseolo-' 

Sf  of  supposing  him  to  have  alluded  to  this  paper. — 
fie  fy  Me  Bditot  of  the  NaiionailntMgeneer*  • 
i^iU  Con.  1st  Sc«s.— 35 


since  the  return  of  Mr.  Monroe  from  his  mission  to 
London.  And  he  wished  them  to  know  upon 
what  principle  this  nation,  which  has  hitherto 
been  preserved  in  peace — this  nation,  which,  with 
all  the  vexations  and  losses  she  has  experienced, 
is  still  the  freest  and  happiest  nation  on  earths 
on  what  principles  she  shall  be  torn  from  her  fast 
moorings  of  peace,  and  launched  into  the'  tern* 
pestuous  sea  of  European  politics — into  a  sea  of 
blood. 

Mr.R.  knew  he  asked  in  vain.  No  answerscould 
be  given.  Such  conduct,  in  his  opinion,  was  in 
the  highest  degree  wanton,  and  was  enough  to 
call  down  upon  us  the  chastening  hand  of  Him 
who  rules  the  Universe.  We  have  it  in  our  power 
to  remain  free  and  at  peace.  Our  firesides  are 
safe.  Our  ports  and  harbors  may  be  defended ; 
but  we  have  imbibed  il  portion  of  that  spirit 
which  lost  the  apgels  their  seat  in  Heaven.  We 
ace  about  to  throw  aside  our  peaceful  state  and 
mingle  in  the  dreadful  conflict  of  European  am* 
bition  and  disorder.  His  heart  was  sick  within 
him  at  the  sight.    It  died  at  the  very  idea. 

It  is  not  in  our  power,  said  Mr,  R.,  to  dive  into 
futurity  ;  but  we  can  judge  of  the  past.  No  man 
who  hekrs  me  will  say  that  we  have  any  cause  of 
war  now,  that  we  had  not  eighteen  months  ago. 
And  let  me  ask  every  planter  and  farmer  in  this 
country,  and  I  believe  I  might  add  every  manu- 
facturer, too.  whether,  during  the  Uii  year,  in  the 
course  of  which  we  have  been  able  to  sell  our 
breadstuff  at  a  vast  profit^  it  would  have  been  bet* 
ter  for  us  to  have  been  engaged  in  war  than  to 
have  remained  in  peace?  To  have  been  cut  off 
from  this  market  for  Our  produce,  and  to  have  bad 
in  its  stead  war,  with  alt  its  retinueof  land  taxes, 
exci!«es,  salt  tax.  stamp  tax,  &^.? 

Were  you  to  ask  any  yeoman  of  common  sense 
in  this  country  such  a  question,  he  would  laugh 
at  you.  Whether,  during  the  past  year,  he  would 
choose  to  have  had  his  sons  fighting  battles  on 
the  plains  of  Abraham*,  in  which  he  had  no  inter* 
est,  with  his  prodnce  rotting  in  his  barn,  or  let 
the  year  pass  away  as  it  has  done  in  peace,  afford- 
ing an  excellent  price  for  grain  of  every  kind? 
This,  said  he.  is  an  unanswered  and  unansWera* 
ble  argument. 

If  our  Treasury  be  empty,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  is 
owing  to  our  own  acts.  Repeal  your  non-impor* 
tation  act.  Do  away  your  whole  restrictive  sys- 
tem—ptft  the  two  countries,  in  point  of  fact,  upon 
the  same  footing,  and,  my  life  upon  it,  you  will 
find  nc(  difficulty  in  arranging  all  vour  present 
differences.  And.  rather  than  do  this,  will  this 
House  plunge  this  nation  into  a  foreign  war,  con- 
trary to  the  public  sentiment  ?  Contrary  to  the 
wisnes  of  many  of  those  who  are  within  the 
hearing  of  ray  voice^  who  tnay  be  pushed  into  a 
vote  which  they  wish,  if  possible,  to  avoid?  Is 
this  a  state  of  things  which  will  authorize  Con- 
gress to  put  the  nation  into  a'  state  of  war  ?  If 
war  were  absolutely  necessary,  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  individuals  toact  under sdch  excite-' 
mebis — so  that  one-half  would  enter  into  it  re- 
luctantly, and  the  other  half  would  be  ashamed 
of  entering  into  the  measure— like  some  hapless 
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ftnU,  JFn  WiniMD  M.  Richftrdsoo,  Stmuel  Ringgold, 
John  Roan6,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  £zd(iel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd, 
Harmanus  Bleedcer,  James  Br^ckenridge,  William  A. 
Bnrwell,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  Butler,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
km.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  William  Firrdley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Oold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin 
Gray,  Richard  Jackaon,  jr.,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Aaron  Lyle>  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,Jas. 
MUnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Tbos, 
Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  J6siah 
Quincy,  Wm.  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thos.  Sammons, 
Daniel  Sheffey,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.t^turges,  Saml. 
Taggartj  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tra<«y,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun«,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
aid  White,  Robert  WhitehiU,  WilHam  Widgery,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

"^  The  question  was  now,  ^  Shalt  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading? 

Tnis  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Brigham  and 
Pitkin,  principally  on  acco^mtof  the  fines,  dtc., 
coQiained  in  tpe  bill.  The  latter  gentleman  de- 
nied the  right  of  Congress  to  impose  any  fine  oo 
militiamen  before  t,bey  came  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States;  and  cited  the  act  of  1792,  to 
show  that  no  penalties  were  inflicted  in  that  law. 

Mr.  Macon  replied  to  them^  and  said  there 
could  be  no  doubt  bat  the  power  vested  in  Con- 
gress by  theL  Constitution,  '*  to  provide  for  own- 
ing, arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,'?  iiH 
ciuded  the  power  to  make  stiitat>l6  provisions  for 

J»reventine  the  arms  from  being  made  away  with, 
t  would  be  strange  to  say,  4h9t  when  Congress 
put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  militia,  tbey  could 
not  make  regulations  for  their  preservation  for 
the  use  of  the  public.  The  reason  why  nothing 
of  this  kind  was  provided  in  the  law  of  1792  was, 
Congress  had  not  then  put  arms  into  the  handa 
of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Mllnor  spoke  against  the  bill,  principally 
on  account  of  its  objectionable  penal  clauses,  and 
concluded  his  observations  with  a  motion  to 
strikeout  the  foqrth  section ;  but  on  his  taking 
bis  seat,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  ad- 
journ. 

Wednesoat,  February  19. 

Mr.  WinoERY  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan- 
iel Cogswell,  praying  that  his  losses  by  Spanish 
spoliations,  amounting, to  $146,200,  might  be  re^ 
imbursed  to  him. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Mr.  Rhka,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tenth  insUnt, .  presented  a  bill  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts^  of  the  United 
States  at  Koozyille,  in  the  District  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, in  the  State  of  Tennessee;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow.    ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Q^uf Nor,  the  several  petitions 


of  the  maoufaotnrers  of  salt  within  the  State  of 
Massa'chusettSy  presented  the  efghth,  twelfth,  tbir- 
teenth,  and  seventeenth  of  June,  1809,  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  proposing 
a  .system  for  raising  the  revenue  necessarf  for 
the  .service  of  the  present  and,  two  sQccecNliof 
years; 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sondry  in- 
habiianu  of  that  part  of  FairOax  county,  id  Vir- 
ginia) heretofore  included  in  the  parish  of  Fair- 
ftlx,  praying  to  be  authorized  to  sell  the  glebe 
lands  lying  in  said  parish,  an^  that  the  proceeds 
thereor  may  be  distributed  among  the  iiHiabitanis 
of  that  parish,  in' the  portions  to  which  tbey  may, 
respectively,  be  entitljpd**^Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WRLOfiT,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  second  nitimq,  presented  a  bill  for  the  pro- 
tection, recovery,  and  indemnification.of  Ameri- 
can seamen;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Comhfiittee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  raise  ^n  additional  military  force. 

Mr.P.  »aid  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient 
for  the  Executive  authority  to  jnake  all  the  ap- 
pointments of  the  officers  ibr  this  additional  mili- 
tary force  immediately,  for  want  of  proper  infor- 
mation on  the  subject;  it  would  be  particularly 
so  to  make  all  on  the  same  day,  and  it  was  a  mle 
in  the  Army  (hat  promotions  should  be  regulated 
by  the  date  of  commissions.  This  bill  provides, 
therefore,  that  all  appointments  made  daring  the 
present  session  shall  bear  the  same  date.  It  was 
intended  also  to  supply  an  omission  in  the  law 
respeetiog  the  light  artillery  and  liffht  dragoons. 

Mr.  P.  wished,  if  there  were  no  objection,  that 
the  bill  should  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading }  but,  Mr.  Q^niifCY  objecting  to  this 
course^  the  bill  was  committed  for  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  and  read  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  covering  a  report 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  this  House  of 
the  19th  of  .December,  calling  for  a  system  of 
rules  and  regulations  proper  to  be  adopted  for 
training  and  disciplining  the  regular  troops  and 
militia  of  the  United  States.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  conformity  to  the 
act  of  1794.  containing  an  account  of  the  expen- 
diture in  the  fabrication  and  repair  of  arms  in 
the  armories  of  (he  United  States;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  priQted. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  a  report  on  (he  petition  of  Jared  Shat- 
tuck.  Afi^  some  discussion  on  the  report,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  bill  authorixing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pOrchase  Winslow  Lewis's  patent 
right  for  a  new  method  of  lighting  li^t-hooses. 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  B.  HaI/L  said  he  found  that  considerable 
alarm  had  been  produced  by  the  report  of  the 
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Commiltee  of  Ways  aod  Means  in  relation  to 
"war  taxes,  which  fae  proposed  taallay  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

«^  Retehed,  That  the  Cominittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  anther- 
iskig  the  citizens  of  the  several  States  and  Territories 
to  furnish  for  the  seamen,  marines,  and  arqay,  of  the 
United  S^tes,  the  various  neces^ry  articles  of  <:loth- 
ing — the  expenses  for  clothing,  &c^,  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  oonforAity 
with  the  Constitutional  principles  of  levying  a  direct 
tax  ;  and  whether,  and  how  far,  it  may  be  practicable 
or  expedient  for  any,  and  what,  articles  of  provisions 
or  supplies  for  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  be  fhrnished  by 
the  citizens  of  the  several  States  and  Territoriea,  in 
lieu  of  duties,  excises,' or  taxes/' 

'  Some  objection  being  made  to  the  reference  of 
this  resolution,  Mr.  B.  Hall  said^  that  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  could  be  ntore  easily  paid  in  thi9 
way  in  Georgia,  than  two  ipillions  in  specie; 
why,  then,  said  he,  not  suffer  the  people  ^at  once 
to  furnish  the  articles  wanted,  instead  of  the 
money  to  purchase  iheo^  with  ?  It  would,  indeed, 
take  the  business  out  of  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tractors; but  that  would  be  no  loss  to  the  nation. 
It  was  no  more  Chan  a  proposition  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Gommittep  of  Ways  and  Means. 
If  they  deemed  the  plan  impracticable,  they  wotf  Id 
say  so.  He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  resolution  was 
&rdei%d  to  lie  upon  the  table  and  to  be  pril^ted.* 

ARMING  THE  militia! 
The' House  resumed  the  consideration  of- the 
bill  for  arming  the  militia  of  the  United  States; 
wken  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  MiI'NOr's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  fourth  section)  and  nega^ 
tiTedi  there  being  only  twenty-eight  votes  (or  it. 
Mr.  FiTOH  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  second, 
fifth,  and  siith  sections  of  the  bill,  with  the  Tiew 
of  leaving  it  .to  the  State  lleffislatures  to  make, 
such  provisions  ibr  prtserying  the  arms,  after  they 
were  put  into  the  bands  of  the  citizens,  as  4hey 
might  deem  proper. 

Motion  negatived  without  a  division. 
Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  relates  to  fines, 
4&0. ;  ajftd  if  this  motion  succeeded,  be  proposed 
afterwards  to  move  to  strike  out  the  ninth  see- 
ttoo,  so  as  to  leave  all  the  regulations  for  pre- 
serving the  guns  from  being  lost,  or  made  away 
with,  to. the  States. 

After  some  debate,  the  motion  was  u^atived, 
there  being  only  thirty-three  votes  foi;  it. 

The  question  being  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill- 
Mr.  RsBAsaid :  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill,  like  many 
things  in  this  world,  presents  itself  with  an  ap- 
pearance very  imposing  indeed,  and  in  a  manner 
almost  peremptory  demands  assent..  The  title, 
viz :  "  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  making  pro- 
vision for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States  f  promises 
largely,  but  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  bill 
itself  will  cast  the  darkening  shade  of  doubt  over 
the  promise. 
Several  aiteptpu.  have  been  made  to  give  to 


this  bill  amendments,  by  which  a  Constitutional 
system  of  arming  the  militia  might  have  been 
obtained,  if  the  original  law  to  which  this  is  de- 
signed to  be  a  supi^ement  had  been  faulty  ;  but 
these  attempts  have  failed ;  and  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  declare  whether  the  bill  shall  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

This  bill  appears  to  be  one  of  that  species  which 
is  designed  rather  as  an  experiment  on  the  under- 
standing, and  to  ascertain  to  what  the  mind  will 
submit  \Ti  order  to  obtain  one  favjorite  principle; 
it  contams  in  itself  the  cause  of  its  extinction ;  it 
contains  one  or  two  rays  of  light,  but  they  are  so 
obscure  as  to  be  scarcely  visible. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides,^*  that  from 
^  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eigh- 
'  teen  hundred  an4  thirteen,  each  and  every  Uq% 
^  able-bodied  white  male  person  of  the  United 
'  States,  upon  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
^  years,  and  being  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  any 
'  one  of  t(ke  United  States  or  of  the  Territories 

*  thereof,  shall  within  $iz  months  thereafter  be  en- 
*•  titled  to  receive  one  stand  of  arms^  the  right  of 

*  which  shall  be  vested  inalienably  m  him,  and 
^  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  levied  upon  or  distrain- 
^  ed  to  satify  any  demand  whatever."  If  the  res- 
idue of  the  first  section  had  been  struck  out,  as 
was  proposed,  and  if  the  second,  third,  foiirth,  fifth, 
sixth  and  ninth  sections  bad  also  been  struck  out 
of  the  bill,  it  then  would  have  contained  a  system 
of  arming  which^could  hav$  been  uuderstandinely 
an4  Constituiiooally  voted  for — but  the  residde 
of  the  first  section  and  the  pther  sections  alluded 
to  being  retained,  and  they  containing  a  series  of 
provisions  creating  obligations  for  taking  oaths 
8^nd  imposing  penalties  of  fines  and  imprisonments 
in  relation  to  the  stand  of  arms,  and  also  creating 
a  system  of  expensive  prosecution  for  recovering 
&n^,and  imposing  imprisonment^onthe  militia- 
man who  may  taSe  the  gun,  the  bill  presents  it- 
self in  a  shape  so  questionable,  that  however  de- 
sirable it  may  be  to  make  a  farther  appropriation 
to  arm  the  militia,  it  may  be  better  not  to  engross 
this  bill  for  a  third  reading,  than  to  eqgross  and 

?»a$s  it,  so  that  thereby  an  evil  may  be  warded  off 
rom  the  militiaman,  which  may  be  more  than  a 
balance  for  the  l^enefit  he  will  have  by  receiving 
the  offered  gun  of  the  United  States  thereby. 

This  bill  contains  a  kind  of  dilemma,  catching 
at  either  an  affirniative  or  a  negative  vote.  If  a 
negative  vote  is  given,  immediately  an  exclama- 
tion is  heard,  "  so  th^n  you  are  opposed  to  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  !"  And  if  an  affir- 
mative vote  is  ^iven.  it  may  then  be  urged  "  if 
you  really  did  intend  to  give  a  gun  to  me  to  be 
my  own  inalienably,  why  did  you  load  the  gift 
with  penalties,  fines,  and  imprisonment,  and  even 
in  certain  cases,  provide  that  I  shall  be  compelled 
tOireturO  the  gun  to  you,  as  is  provided  for  in  the 
sixth  section  of  the  bill«?"  Such  is  the  bill^and 
who  of  us  would  advise  an  independent  young 
militiaman  to  receive  a.  gun  on  the  terms  pro- 
posed, and  thereby  subject  himself  to  fines  and 
imprisonment,  about  a  gun ;  a  gun,,too,  which,  if 
like  some  heard  o[^  would  be  good  for  little,  and 
as  likely  to  wound  himself  at  the  first  discharge 
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already  made  by  the  House.  The  next  que:>tioD 
18  in  relation  to  the  provision  necessary  for  the 
two  succeeding  years.  The  commiiiee  have 
estimated  both  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
expenditures  of  those  years,  at  about  the  sa^e 
as  are  contemplated  by  the  appropriations  for 
the  present  year,  adding  for  the  year  1813,  the  in- 
terest on  the  loan  authorized  for  the  present  year, 
and  for  the  year  1814,  the  additiooal  interest  ac- 
eroiog  on  the  expected  loan  for  the  service  of  the 
previous  year.  This  estimate,  calculating  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  from  present  sources  of 
revenue  at  but  a  little  more  than  three  millions, 
left  a  deficit  of  more  than  seven  millions  for  the. 

Jayment  of  ordinary  expenses  and  interest  for 
814,  and  more  than  six  and  an  half  millions  for 
1813.  It  viras  true  that  the  estimates  of  the  reve- 
aoe  from  present  sources  for  those  years,  was  and 
must  be  almost  entirely  conjectural ;  and  most 
gentlemen,  it  was  believed,  were  disposed  to  esti- 
mate it  considerably  higher.  We  are  all  apt  to 
be  disposed  in  times  of  difficulty  to  look  ra- 
ther upon  that  side  of  the  fticture  which  was 
least  discouraging.  Nothing  confident  could  cer- 
tainly be  predicated  on  a  state  of  things  which 
was  altogether  so  new  to  us  of  lale  years  as  an 
active  war  with  Great  Britain ;  but,  so  far  as  we' 
can  calculate  upon  any  known  data,  he  had 
much  reason  to  fear,  that  this  conjectural  esti- 
mate was  Bot  greatly  underrated.  We  have  no 
document  which  give^  us  the  respective  amount 
of  our  actual  importations  of  articles  on  which 
impost  duties  are  collected  from  different  foreign 
countries  for  the  two  or  three  years  past — but, 
from  information  laid  before  the  House  in  the 
year  1805,  it  appears,  that,  on  an  average  of  the 
years  180!2.  3,  and  4,  our  importations  from  all 

firts  of  the  world  were  as  follows:  from  the 
ritish  dominions,  935.970,000;  Northern  Eu- 
ropean Powers,  87.094000;  Holland,  France, 
Bpain,  ahd  Italy,  $25,475,000 ;  Portugal  $1,083,- 
000;  China  and  other  native  Astatic  Powers, 
$4856  000;  all  other  countries  $738,000;  total 
$75,094,000.  When,  therefore,  it  was  considered 
that  nearly  half  of  the  whole  amount  of  our  im- 
post duties  accrued  on  importations  from  Great 
Britain,  which,  thr6wing^out  of  view  such  illicit 
trade  as  might  take  place  in  a  state  of  war,  mnst 
be  entirely  suspended ;  the  general  exclusion  which 
it  was  to  be  feared  we  must  be  subjected  to  from 
the  Baltic,  Mediterranean,  and  Asiatic  trade  ;  he 
did  not  know  from,  what  sources  of  legitimate 
commerce  we  could  flatter  ourselves  with  the 
prospect  of  a  much  greater  revenue  from  external 
scorces  than  the  amount  which  had  been  assumed 
bv  the  committee,  especially  when  we  contem- 
plate the  increased  interruptions  to  which  all  our 
other  branches  of  foreign  commerce  must  be  ex- 
posed by  capture  and  the  general  hostilities  of 
the  enemy. 

It  is  assumed  by  the  committee,  that  the  extra- 
ordinary or  war  expenditures  of  the  two  succeed- 
ing years  should  also  rest  upon  further  loans ;  and 
it  IS  proposed  that  revenue  sufficient  to  pay  only 
the  ordinary  expenses,  and  the  interest  on  the  old 
debt  and  on  new  loans,  should  be  iipmediately 


provided  for  by  the  Qovernment — leaving  us  foe 
the  present  year  the  principal  of  the  old  debt  re- 
imbiir!>able,  to  be  provided  for  by  a  proIoDgation 
of  the  old  or  the  contracting  of  a  new  loan.  This 
requisition  is  evidently  so  moderate  in  itself,  and 
so  clearly  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  every 
Qovernraent  which  is  influenced  in  its  financial 
concerns  by  the  dictates  of  a  wise  and  prudent 
policy,  that,  had  the  committee  been  governed 
pnly  by  their  own  views  of  propriety,  they  might, 
perhaps,  have  thought  an  apology  was  due  to 
the  House  and  the  nation,  for  having  proposed  a 
system  which  suffered  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
current  annual  expenditures  to  remain  unpro- 
vided for,  except  throqgh  the  medium  of  a  debt 
irredeemable  for  perhaps  twelve  -years  to  come; 
and  it  might  seem  to  reasonable  men  a  waste  of 
time  and  argument,  to  endeavor  to  enforce  the 

f propriety  or  necessity  of  providing  a  revenue  at 
eaM  commensurate  to  the  objects  before  stated. 
Such  novel  and  strange'  ideas  h^,  however,  of 
late,  apparenily  obtained  a  currency  in  political 
circles  out  of  doors  on  this  point,  and  he  feared 
had  not  been  entirely  without  their  proselytes 
even  within  these  walls;  and  so  much  had  bieen 
thrown  out  as  to  our  capacity  of  obtaining  loans 
upon  eligible  terms  ap^  to  an  almost  unlimited  ex- 
tent, botn  for  defraying  our  current  chai'ges,  and 
even  the  interest  on  the  loans  thlemselves,  through 
the  medium  of  some  magical  paper  machinery, 
that  he  deemed  it  important  to  bring  these  doc- 
trines to  an  early  test,  before  they  had  acquired  a 
too  fatal  ascendency  eithee  here  or  elsewhere  in 
our  country. 

The  ability  of  a  Government  to  obtain  any 
considerable  sums  by  way  of  loans  upon  eligible 
terms,  Mr.  Bacon  said,  depended,  he  apprehended, 
mostly  upon  the  market  value  which  the  public 
funds  or  stock?  of  the  country  bore  in  the  market. 
Since  no  prudent  capitalist  could  be  expected  to 
loan  his  money  to  a  Government  for  this  security 
at  par,  if  that  security  would  in, all  probability 
immediately  fall  in  his  hands  below  the  nominal 
value  which  it  expressed  to  be  wortb;  when  this 
was  the  case  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  the  use 
of  such  capital  must  be  by  allowing  to  the  lender 
an  extra  interest,  or  in  some  other  way  afford 
him  a  premium  therefor  beyond  the  ordinary  rate 
of  legal  interest  in  the  country. 

The  market  value  of  public  stocks  or  fuads 
dep-'nds  again  upon  the  proportion  between  the 
interest  whrch  they  bear,  and  the  profit  which 
can  be  made  by  investing  individual  capital  iu 
some  private  enterprise  or  employment  which 
the  situation  and  circumstances  of  the  country 
affords.  It  is  influenced  by  the  plenty  or  scarcity- 
of  money  or  capital  in  the  country,  by  the  credit 
of  the  Government  itself,  and  by  the  quantity  of 
its  stock  which  shall  be  circulating  in  the  market. 
These  are  principles  which  are  neither  novel  or 
original,  they  are  founded  on  universal  experi- 
ence, and  require,  it  is  presumed,  no  illustratiou 
to  establish  them  in  the  mind  of  any  man  who 
has  at  all  reflected  upon  the  subject.  Let  us  then 
apply  them  to  the  circumstances  and  ca8e  of  our 
own  country.    In  the  first  place^  it  is  well  known 
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that  we  sfeaot  yet  a  «oaatry  kaviag  at  its  oom^ 
mand  a  large  diepoiable  maoayed  capital.  That 
we  are  a  nation  strong  in  onr  owa  pecnliar  re- 
tfDOTcea,  in  a-welMiremed  and  tnceessful  agricuU 
tare^  in  the  general  tadutftry  of  oar  people,  aad, 
UBtii  of  late,  in  a  gro;w4ng  and  flonrtshing  com- 
meaee,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  Bat,  ae  compared 
with  most  other  nations,  whose  exigencies  have 
aompelled  them  to-  rewit  to  aa  extensive  system 
of  public  eredic,  we  are,  in  regard  to  a  surplus 
moneyed  eapttal,  comparatively  poor  and  feeble, 
it  is  traa  that  we  have  a  nominal  bank  capital  of 
aome  fifty  or  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  and  much 
reliance  is  apparently  placed  upon  this  for  the 
faeilities  of  loans.  Undoabtedly  we  shall  be  able 
to  obtain  considerable  aids  from  that  quarter,  but 
atili  it  is  to  be  feared  that  some  of  our  caleula- 
tfOQs  on  that  ma^r  be  ill  founded.  A  considerable 
part  of  this  capital,  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
rests  upon  credit  in  some  shape  or  other,  and  is 
one  which  its  holders  are  compelled  to  manage 
with  the  utmost  caution  and  circumspection. 
Their  loans  do  not  generally  extend  beyond  sixty 
days,  and  they  are  enabled  to  extend  or  contract 
their  discounts  pi^^isely  in  proportion  to  the  pre)M> 
aure  that  is  like  to  be  made  upon  them,  ainl  to 
the  general  state  of  commercial  and  other  credit. 
If  is  not  such  loans  Chat  will  answer  out'  purpose; 
they  must  be  made  irredeemable  for  a  much 
longer  period j  perhaps  for  t)en  or  twelve  years. 

But  the  dimculty  of  obtaiaiag  loans  in  thie 
eoantry  to  aoy"ve)ry  great  extent  does  not  rest 
altogether^upon  theorjr;  we  are  not  without  some 
experience  on  that  point.  From  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  strong  as  it  was  in  capital, 
«ad  dependent  as  it  was  upon  the  Gbvernment, 
the  whole  amooat  of  the  loans  which  they  were 
enabled  to  make  us  during  the  continuance  of 
their  charter,  hardly  amounted  to  seven  millions. 
it  is  well  known  that  during  the  year  1796,  the 
€k>vernment,  being  pressed  for  the  payment  of 
the  loans  previously  effected  with  that  bank  and 
the  bank  of  New  York,  opened  a  domestic  loan 
for  five  millions,  but  were  able  to  obtain  sub- 
scriptions only  to  the  amount  of  eighty  thpusand 
dollars,  aad  that  irredeemable  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  and  were  moreover  compelled,  iri 
order  to  meet  their  engagements,  w  sell  a  large 
portion*  of  their  shares  in  the  bank  upon  the  b^t 
terms  they  were  able  to  do.  The  credit  of  the 
Ck)vernmeot  was  as  good  then  a»  it  is  noW;  and 
there  was  certainly  as  stronj^  a  disposition  in  the 
moneyed  interest  of  the  nation  to  accommodate 
them  ae  there  now  is.  The  truth  is,  if  we  can 
make  it  for  the  interest  of  capitalists  to  lend  us 
this  money,  we  shall  undoubtedly  obtain  it,  even 
from  our  enertaies;  and  on  no  other  consideration 
should  we  flatter  ourselves  from  obtaining  a  sin- 
gle cent  from  those  whom  we  call  our  friends. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  since  that  period 
the  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation  has  experienced 
«  very  considerable  augmentation ;  and,  so  Ht  as 
that  goes,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  ability  of 
obtaioifijpr  domestic  loans  will  be  facilitated.  It 
is  also  inrvitable  that,  in  a  period  of  war,  the 
commarcial  capital  of  the  eoiuatr^  will  be,  to  a 


eoasiderable  extent,  thrown  dot  of  its  ordinary 
ehannels  of  employ  meat,  and  may,  on  that  ac* 
count,  be  more  readily  drawn  into  the  publia 
funds.  But,  it  is  at  the  same  time  to  be  considered, 
that  bur  country  affords  other  very  wide  and 
profitable  fields  of  enjployment  for  capital  besides 
oommercial  pursuits,  such  as  investment  in  our 
new  lands,  pushing  forward  new  settlements,  and 
improvements  in  agrieultare  ffenerally.  These 
ebjeets  have  already  been  sufficiently  temptiog  to 
draw  to  them  very  considerable  sums,  both  of  do- 
mestic and  foreign  capital.  Our  manufactures 
are  already  gaining  an  extension,  and  some  of 
these  branches  realize  a  profit  which  is  sn0i* 
ciently  tempting  to  draw  forth  much  capital  for 
their  prosecution — and  in  time  of  war  the  scanti- 
ness of  foreign  supplies  and  the  increasing  de- 
mand of  our  own  manu(actttres  must-  probably 
increase  both  the  demand  aiMl  the  profit  upon 
them.  It  may  be  added,  that  every  man  who  has 
commercial  capital  on  hand  will  calculate  that 
the  war  will  not  probably  last  many  years — that 
at  its  elose,  new  and  profitable  channeU  of  com- 
merce will  again  be  opened,  when  he  can  resume 
hia  ordinary  pursuits:  and  would  not  these  men 
very  frequently  prefer  reserving  their  capital  for 
such  a  use,  at  a  period  which  they  would  at  least 
flatter  themselves  could  not  be  far  distant,  to 
tying  it  down  in  a  permanent  loan  to  the  Gov- 
enrmenl?  It  is  true,  that  the  transferable  nature 
of  public  stock,  always  enables  its  holders  to  re- 
alize its  value  by  sale  in  the  market,  and  to  con- 
vert the  capital  held  in  it  to  any  other  use  which 
they  may  prefer— but  any  unusual  sales  mast  in- 
evitablydepress  the  market  value,  and  thus  expose 
the  original  holder  to  a  loss— and  upon  all  these 
remote  circumstances,  those  who  have  money  to 
investj  can  and  wilt  calculate  with  much  greater 
precisioo  and  correctness  than  we  can  do  for 
them. 

These  (Mr.  Rsaid)  are  some  of  the  consider- 
ations which  struck  him  as  worthy  of  considera- 
tion when  we  are  about  calculating  on  the  pros- 
pects which  we  have  of  obtaining  to  a  very  ex- 
tensive degree  doifnestio  loetisupon  very  itooderate 
terms  of  interest,  and  that  too  on  the  supposition 
that'  we  provide  a  settled  revenue  sufficient  at 
least  to  meet  oiir  ordinary  expenses,  and  the  in- 
terest on  the  debt  which  we  may  annually  con- 
tract. But,  if  we  sailer  ourselves  to  yield  to  the 
aew  theorv  of  borrowing  both  principal  and  in- 
terest, we  have  no  data  by  which  to  judge  upon 
what  probable  terins  loans  may  be  obtained  at 
all,  or  how  long  it  Will  be  before  we  must  wind 
up  business.  Thi^  is  an  experiment  which  it  Is 
believed  no  regular  or  provident  Government, 
whrah  relied  upon  public  opinion  and  voluntary 
credit  for  the  support  of  its  exigencies,  has  of  late 
been  presumptilous  enough  to  attempt.  Under 
such  a  systeni  of  fiaance.  our  course  mast  proba- 
bly be  that  of  all  other  individuals  of  desperate 
fortune  aad  broken  resources,  and,  like  other  bank- 
rupts, we  must  trust  to  chance,  and  get  along  at 
the  mercy  of  sharpers  and  shavers.  He  did  not 
use  these  terms  in  relation  to  those  who  would 
take  advantage  of  our  necessities  by  way  of  re* 
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pr0ach  agftiost  tbciB.  The  publie  debt  of  a  mi* 
tion  was  alwajrs  a  fair  object  of  apeculatioii)  and 
if,  by  a  coarse  of  impcoTident  cooduet,  we^ire 
ourselves  to  tbe  necessity  of  yielding  to  roiooos 
and  unconscionable  demandsy  ihe  fault  lies  at  our 
own  door«  and  ws  ought  to  be  made  aceonnlahle 
to  the  nation  for  the  result.  Under  such  a  sys- 
lem  of  management,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what 
prudent  capitalist  would  trust  us  at  all,  or  upon 
what,  even  tolerable,  terms.  But,  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  all  doubts  of  this  sort  were  removed, 
what  would  be  the  inevitable  effect  of  throwing 
into  the  market  annually  such  an  increased  amount 
of  public  debt  as  this  system  must  require  ?  The 
same  at  least  as  glutting  it  with  any  other  com- 
modity beyond  the  natural  rise  and  demand,  and, 
from  the  delicate  nature  of  public  credit,  probably 
much  greater  and  more  sensible.  The  result  of 
it  for  only  two  years  is  briefly  alluded  to  in  the 
report  of  the  committee,  going  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  an  extraordinary  expenditure  of  eleven 
millions  a  year.  We  must,  if  no  additiooal  re- 
source be  provided,  raise  by  loan  for  the  next 
year  $17,560,000,  an 4  for  the  succeeding  year, 
$18,220,000,  exclusive  of  $1,570,000  annuaUv  fur 
the  reimbursement  of  the  old  debts  agreeably  to 
existing  cootraot,  making  an  average  of  nearlv 
twenty  millions  annually.  The  effecu  of  such 
an  operation  upon  the  price  of  public  stocks,  and 
the  consequent  terms  of  all  future  loans,  must  be 
abundantly  manifest* 

We  are  not  (said  Mr.  B.)  without  some  expe- 
rience also  on  this  point.  He  had  been  informed, 
from  sources  that  he  believed  could  be  depended 
upon,  that,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  making  re- 
mittances from  Great  Britain  to  this  country  by 
means  of  British  manufactures,  American  mer- 
chants had  been  in  the  habit,  during  the  last 
year,  of  purchasing  American  stocks  which  were 
owned  in  Great  Britain,  and  remitting  them  to 
thn  country*  The  whole  amount,  however,  did 
not  probably  exceed  three  miUiona  But,  the  ef- 
fect of  throwing  only  this  unusual  quantity  into 
market  had,  he  was  assured,  sunk  the  price  of 
stocks,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  year,  as  much 
as  four  per  cent,  below  their  former  price,  and 
had  at  one  time  reduced  them  below  par.  They 
had  in  some  measure  recovered  from  this  depres- 
sion. But  he  nerceived  that,  thoueh  it  was  now 
nearlv  at  the  close  of  a  quarter,  when  they  were 
usually  a  little  higher  than  at  other  periods,  they 
were  now  quoted  in  th^  price  currents  of  the 
day  as  but  barely  at  par ;  in  one  instance  he  bad 
lately  noticed  they  were  stated  as  a  little  below. 
From  this  circumstance,  then,  we  may  perhaps 
judge  something  of  the  effect  which  may  be  pro- 
duced by  a  sudden  influx  of  new  stock  to  the 
annual  amount  of  twenty  millions. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Gk>vernmeat  of  Great 
Britain,  with  her  immense  mass  of  funded  debt, 
does  not  venture  to  put  into  circulation  at  once  a 
Tery  large  portion  of  new  stock.  It  is  there'  let 
out  gradually,  and  as  the  state  of.  the  market  will 
bear,  through  the  medium  of  the  bank,  who  act 
as  the  agents  of  the  successful  bidders  of  the  loan, 
and  suppQrt  them  in  ali  their  operationt-^a  mode 


which,  frcNn  the  manner  ef  Inking  kNKia,  mmd  for 
other  reasoai,  cannot  in  this  country  be  ao  sae- 
oessfolly  adopted. 

It  was  not  his  disfiosition  (Mr.  B«  said)  to  mrew 
rate  the  strength  or  wisdom  of  our  adverasiy, 
much  less  to  undervalue  tbooe  of  our  own  eooft- 
try.    But  we  are  about  to  engage  in  a  solema 
coafllct  with  Great  Britain,  and  it  may  be  wett 
for  us  to  estisiate  aeciurately  in  the  outsei,  not 
only  her  pifitairy  itnd  her  naval  strength,  hm, 
what  is  of  at  least  equal  importance  in  moden 
warfare,  her  pecuniary  and  financial  streeffth ; 
for,  to  understand  truly  the  full  extent  of  the 
force  which  we  may  nave  to  encounter*  afibrds 
the  only  probable  ebance  we  have  for  overeonatng 
it.   .We  have  been  aceuatomed  to  consider  the 
situation  of  British  fioanees  to  be  such  that  her 
Government  must  be  on  the  very  verge  of  iMink- 
ruptcy.    Perliaps  it  was  so.     With  respect  to  her 
general  paper  system  he  did  not  pretend  to  be 
able  to  make  any  certain  calcuhitions.    Bot,  if 
we  have  not  the  wisdom  or  the  firmness  to  raise 
even  so  large  a  portion  of  our  current  expendi- 
tures by  adequate  revenue  as  is  now  asked  for  by 
the  Executive  and  by  the  committee,  he  would 
hazard  the  prediction  that  we  should  very  shortly 
indeed  advance  much  more  rapidly  in  the  rend 
to  national  bankruptcy  than  €keat  Bdtaia  has  as- 
yet  done,  with  all  her  follies  and  all  her  prodi* 
gality.    How  ^r,  then,  does  she  rely  iipoo  a 
mere  system  of  loans  and  public  credit  for  the 
supply  of  her  annual  expenditures  ?    In  the  year 
1808,  her  whole  annual  expenditure,  ineiuding^ 
the  sums  applied  to  the  redemption  of  her  deb^ 
was  about  seveaty- five  millions  sterling,  of  which 
she  raised  within  the  year  about  iLfiy-eighi  noiil- 
lions  by  taxes,  and  about  sevenleen  millions  by 
loans. 

The  interest  of  her  public  debt  was  about 
twenty  millions,  and.  the  amount  of  principal  ex- 
tinguished during  the  year,  was  more  than  aiae 
millions,  being  more  than  half  ef  the  whole 
amount  borrowed,  and  leaving  a  net  increase  of 
debt  of  but  about  eight  millions,  or  less  than  one- 
ninth  part  of  her  whole  expenditure.  In  1811 
the  proportions  raised  by  taxes  and  by  loans  were 
about  the  same.  It  may  also  be  reotarked,  thai 
on  every  new  loan  which  was  authorised  by  that 
Government  of  late  years,  they  paade  it  a  prin- 
ciple to  provide  Ainds  from  accruing  revenuesuf- 
ficient  not  only  to. pay  the  annual  interest  on  the 
loan,  but  also  to  reimburse  annually  one  per  cent, 
on  its  principal.  From  these  aiul  other  provis- 
ions which  had  been  adopted  into  her  financial 
system,  the  Gkirernment  was  enabled  to  borrow 
money  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  they  had 
done  twenty  years  since,  notwithstanding  the 
immense  increase  of  their  debt  within  tfait  pe» 
riod. ,  Great  Britain  as  well  knows  the  extant 
and  strength  of  our  financial  means  as  we. do 
ourselves,  and  let  us  not,  by  a  feeble,  a  ruineuflv 
and  a  shortsighted  system,  teach  her  to  despise  us» 

Much  ha^'been  said  out  of  this  House,  and 
considerable  within  i^tho«^h  not  in  debate,  upoa 
the  facility  with  which  all  our  expenses  ndigbt 
be  de£rayed|  by  some  sort  of  paper  symem^  caUcd 
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Bxebeqoer  bills  and  Treasury  notes;  «iicl  it 
seemed  to  possess  the  miDds  of  some  geotlemeD 
that  this  species  of  GoTernmeat  paper  might  be 
in  rested  with  a  sort  of  magical  effect,  which 
'srouid  at  once  acquire  unbonnded  credit,  without 
danger  of  depreciation,  ahhoogh  no  particular 
provision  should^be  made  for  paying  the  interest 
upon  it,  or  for  its  ultimate  redemption.  It  bad 
indeed  been  casually  mentioned  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  t6at  such  papers  might  occar. 
siooally  be  issued  to  a  small  but  moderate  ex- 
tent; and  it  was  evident  that  he  did  not  calculate 
upon  it  as  anything  more  than  a  small  auxiliary 
aid  to  the  principal  revenue,  and  as  something 
perhaps  in  anticipation  of  i(,  or  to  make  good 
unexpected  deficiencies.  What  is  the  nature  of 
these  Bxchecpier  bills,  and  to  what  extent  are 
the  Government  able  to  rely  upon  them,  even  in 
Oreat  Britain,  from  which,  it  is  presumed,  our 
notions  of  them  are  taken?  If  gentlemeh  will 
^ye  themselves  the  trouble  to  look  into  the  sub- 
leet,  they  will  find  that  they  are  nothiog^more  or 
less  than  a  €K>vernment  security  bearing  interest 
fVom  the  time  they  issue,  circulated  through  the 
agency  of  the  bank,  usually  funded  like  other 
pablic  stocks  at  the  end  of  the  year  or  other  short 
period,  and  the  interest  provided  for  and  paid, 
leaving  to  the  Gk>verBment^  but  liule  advatitage 
ov^r  an  ordinary  loan.  So  great  is  the  danger  of 
this  depreciation,  and  so  cautiously  are  they  re- 
sorted to  there,  that  out  of  an  annual  expendi- 
ture of  seventy  or  eighty  millions  they  rarely 
▼enture  to  issue  more  than  three  or  foui^  millions 
of  Exchequer^  bills.  How  small  an  aid,  there- 
fore, should  we  be  able  to  derive  from  them,  and 
at  the  same  time  preserve  our  and  their  credit. 

Of  all  the  other,  disastrous  effects  that  mi|^ht 
be  apprehended  from  the  worst  events  dI  a  for- 
eign war,  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  most  deplore 
those  which  must  result  from  a  broken  public 
credit,  and  a  depreciated  pieipfr  currency.  Its 
operation  upon  the  character  of  our  Govern- 
ment, both  at  home  and  abroad,  would  be  such 
as  it  would  hardly  recover  from  for  a  century  to 
come.  Upon  the  habits  and  morals  of  the  coun- 
try it  would  be  mos»t  corrupting  and  disastrous, 
producing  a  state  of  ffeneral  distrust,  speculation, 
and  fraud,  the  ruin  of  the  honest  and  unsuspect- 
infg,  and  the  enriching  of  the  avaricious  and  un- 
principled. The  state  of  public  securities  during 
and  after  the  Revolution  afforded  us  some  expe- 
rience on  this  bead ;  and  could  we  again  consent 
to  see  our  public  paper  purchased  up  by  a  few 
sagactoos  and  wealthy  capitalists  at  one-eighth 
of  its  nominal  value,  and  eventually  redeemed, 
as  it  must  be,. at  par?  He  said  it  must  be,  because 
if  this  paper  should  settle,  as  it  would  do,  mostly 
in  those  sections  of  the  country  where  money 
capital  was  the  most  abundant,  and  the  Gbvern- 
ment  should,  after  a  peace,  refuse  to  perform  its 
engagement  to  the  holders,  it  must  produce  a 
shock  upon  the  Gbvernment,  which  all  the  arti- 
ficial bonds  of  our  national  Union  would  be  un- 
able to  resist.  He  trusted  that,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide against  aa  occurrence  of  this  nature,  no 
mtaat  wilbin  our  ponrer  would  for  a  moment  be 


omitted.  This  can  only  be  done  by  the  early  or- 
ganization of  a  revenue  commensurate  to  the 
preservation  of  our  credit  unimpaired. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  we  can  well  enough 
carry  on  a  war  for  one  year  upon  oiir  credit  alone, 
and  that  it  will  be  time  enough  after  that  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenues.  It  is  probably  forgot- 
ten that  this  is  the  very  basis  assumed  by  the 
committee,  and  on  which  we  must  proceed.  For 
the  expenses  of  this  year  we  have  already  author- 
ized a  loan  of  eleven  millions,  and  upon  that  we 
must  rely.  If  we  provide  a  system  of  revenue 
this  year,  it  will  not  come  into  the  Treasury  un* 
til  the  next ;  the  question  then  was,  not  whether 
we  should  carry  on  the  war  one  year  upon  loans ; 
but  whether  we  should  postpone  for  this  year  the 
providing  of  revenue  to  the  extent  proposed  by 
the  committee,  and  rely  for  two  years  opon  loaiu 
for  the  payment' of  all  our  extraordinary  expenses 
•—a  greater  portion  of  the  ordinary  ones,  and  the 
interest  on  our  new  and  old  debt.  He  hoped  that 
such  degree  of  improvidence  would  not  be  list- 
ened to. 

It  had  sometimes  been  wliispered  that  our  citi- 
zens might  be  found  unwilling  to  hear  of  taxes 
even  in  prospect  until  they  were  fairly  engaged 
in  the  war,  and  that  then  they  would  submit  to 
them  with  cheerfulness.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  much 
doubted  whether  war  in  itself,  under  anv  circum- 
stances, was  attended  with  so  many  alleviating 
considerations  as  to  render  altogether  acceptable 
in  fact  that  which  it  was  supposed^  could  not  be 
tolerated  by  our  citizens  even  m  prospect.  If  the 
people  will  not  bear  the  necessary  t^xes,  it  cannot 
with  propriety  be  said  that  they  will  bear  the 
contemplated  wi^,  and  the  sooner  we  know  it  the 
better.  For  his,  part,  he  could  not  reconcile  it 
with  his  ideas  of  an  honest  and  a  fair  policy  to 
hold  out  any  delusive  expectations  to  the  people. 
He  wished  them  to  look  upon  war  as  he  looxed 
upon  it.  and  as  it  really  was,  a  rugged  and  a  thor- 
ny road,  and  not  a  primrose  path  of  mere  pastime 
and  revelry.  Let  us  not  content  ourselves  with 
hobbling  along  upon  the  temporary  expedients  of 
tlie  day,  whicE  must  soon  fail  us,  and  with  them 
the  people  themselves  will  desert  us.  Let  us  ra- 
ther do  Our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  the  people, 
leaving  it  to  them  to  do  what  they  shall  think 
theirs  to  us. 

If  theoj  (said  Mr.  B.,)  the  necessity  of  providing 
at  this  time  additional  revenue  is  apparent,  at 
least  to  the  extent  proposed  by  the  committee,  the 
remaining  question  is,  as  to  the  sourcesfrom  which 
it  can  most  easily  and  conveniently  be  drawn. 
These,  in  this  country,  it  is  well  known,  are  not 
numerous.  Our  internal  moneyed  capital  is  com- 
paratively small ;  and  those  branches  of  industry 
and  manufacture,  which  in  most  European  coun- 
tries are  the  sources  of  large  revenues,  are  few 
and  feeble.  It  has  been  the  general  endeavor  of 
the  committee  to  select  such  as  promised  to  be  the 
most  productive  in  themselves,  and  as,  in  their 
judgment,  he  presumed,  would  bear  with  the  most 
equality  upon  the  different  sections  and  interests 
of  the  country.  Whether  they  had-  attained  this 
object,  was  a  question  for  the  Hotise  to  decide* 
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He  would  say  for  h im^elf, that,  tboagb  he  had  fully 
usseoted  to  the  general  system  recommeuded  by 
the  committee,  he  could  oot  profess  to  be  eutiiely 
, satisfied  witb  all  the  details  apd  proportions  of 
some  of  the  duties  proposed.  One  thing  at  least, 
he  thought,  might  safely  be  affirmed  in  the  gene- 
ral, that  the  interior  or  agricultural  interest  had 
DO  right  to  complain  when  they  compared  their 
burdens  with  those  proposed  to  be  laid  upon  the 
cities  and  the  se^iboard  generally^  and  he  had  ra- 
ther, for  one,  thai  some  of  them  bad  been  a  little 
difierejDtly  apportioned.  He  would  very  briefly 
Dotice  them  ^11  in  this  point  of  view,  and  in  rela- 
tion \o  their  local  and  sectional  bearing. 

The  first  was,  the  additional  duty  of  impost. 
This  beinff  generally  a  tax  upon  consumption, 
was  probably  more  equal  upon  the  whole,  in  rela- 
tion to  its  local  bearings,  than  liny  other  mode  of 
jraising  money  which  we  cuuld  resort  to,  which, 
added  to  the  Consideration  of  its  more  easy  col- 
lection, had  made  it  heretofore  almost  the  only 
one  €tn  which  we  had  relied,  and  would  probably 
be  so  again  on  the  return  of  peace.  The  great 
question,  in  relation  to  it,  was  the  ezt,ent  to  which 
it  could  safely  and  practically  be  carried ;  and  m 
this  point  of  new  he  would  notice  it  hereafter. 

The  second  object  proposed,  was  the  retention 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  draw- 
backs. This  he  considered  might  fairly  be  put 
down  as  a  deduction  from  mercantile  profit  on 
that  branch  of  our  export  trade,  which  consisted 
of  re  exportations  of  foreign  aFttcles,  and  operat- 
ing of  course^  almost  exclusively  upon  the  com- 
mercial sections  of  the  country.  In  time  of  war, 
the  amount  of  that  trade  must  be  very  inconsider- 
able, aod  the  product  of  the  duty  of  course  small. 

The  additional  tonnage  duty^tnieht  appear  at 
first  view,  to  fall  also  entirely  on  the  mercantile 
part  of  the  community  ;  but  would  not  it  incor- 
porate itself,  in  ai^reat  measure,  with  the  freight, 
and  like  that  fall  eventually  very  much  upon  the 
consumer  of  the  articles  wnich  were  the  subjects, 
of  freight  ?    He  apprehended  it  might. 

The  salt  tax,  it  was  evident,  fell  almost  exclu- 
sively upon  the  agricultural  part  of  the  country, 
and  principally  upon  that  portion  of  them  living 
in  tnat  section  between  the  seaboard  ^n^d  the 
Western  waters — the  former,  from  their  contigui* 
ty  to  the  fiali  water,  requiring  the  use  Of  very  little 
salt,  and  th^  latter  being  supplied  from  their  in- 
terior manufactures. 

The  duty  upon  stills  would  probably  fall  the 
roost  heavy,  compared  with  any  other  species  of 
tax,  opoil^  the  Middle  and  Western  Slates,  who 
manufactured  the  gfeatest  quantity  of  domestic 
spirits.  It  would  he  remarked,  that  it  was  extreme- 
ly light,  indeed,  and  calculated  to  raise  but  half 
of  what  was  collected  from  the  same  object  in 
the  year  1800. 

The  tax  upon  retailers,  including  tavern- 
Iceepers,  he  considered  as  likely  to  fall  with  much 
the  greatest  weight  upon  th4  cities  in  the  first 
place,  and  generally  upon  the  northern  and  mid- 
dle portions  of  the  Union  ;  though  somegentlemen 
professed  to  view  it  otherwise,  it  was,  in  his 
view,  compared  with  others,  a  very  heavy  one* 


Tiie  duties  upon  sales  at  auction,  so  far  ••  it 
applied  to  goods  and  merchandise,  could  be  <umh 
sidcred  in  its  operation  as  but  an  additionml  im- 
,post  on  foreign  goods,  falling  pretty  mach  ufKW 
the  consumer.  As  it  applied  to  the  sale  of  ships 
and  vessels^  it  would  fall  the  roost  heavily  €Mi  tlie 
mercantile  sections  of  the  country. 

The  duties  on  sugars  reflned,  must  from  their 
nature  fall  upon  the  consumers  in  every  part  of 
the  Union,*  and  wa^  perhaps  as  equal  in  its  opera- 
tion as  any  other  existing  duty. 

The  duty  upon  carriages  must  fall  much  the 
most  heavily  on  the  Atlantic  States,  both  North- 
ern, Middle,  and  Southern,  ai  least  as  far  as  Vir- 
ginia ;  but  would  be  felt  in  a  Tery  inconsiderable 
degree  by  the  Western  States — be  considered  it 
comparatively  as  a  pretty  heavy  one. 

The.  stamp  duties  would  in  their  operattoo  be 
found  to  apply  almost  exclusively  to  banking  and 
mercantile  operations  in  the  first  instance  \  hut, 
so  far  as  tbey  might  have  a  tendency  to  raise  the 
inter;est'of  money,  would  probably  indirectly  fall 
more  or  less  upoo  almost  every  portion  of  the 
country. 

The  direct  tax,  upon  whatever  pdnciples  it 
might  be  laid  and  assessed,  would,  it  was  very 
certain,  be  found  to  fall  much  the  most  heavily^ 
upon  the  apriculturai,  interior,  and  nevuly  settled 
portions  otthe  Union — the  aggregate  wealth  and 
the  active  disposable  capital  whic^  could  be  spared 
for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the  payment  of 
any  species  of  tax,  being  so  much  less  than  in  the 
commercial  and  old  settled  States,  a  tax  which 
was  apportioned  merely  by  numbers  of  inhabit- 
ants would  undoubtedly  be  found  much  more  dif- 
ficult to  pay.  The  alleviating  considerations 
which  had  been  suggested  by  the  S^retary  of  the 
Treasury  in  regard  to  its  actual  operation  opoi 
the  Western  States,  however,  furnished  a  very 
great  drawback  upon  their  real  weight;  and  those 
States  had,  he  apprehended  upon  the  whole,  the 
least  right  of  all  others  to  complain  of  the  eon- 
bin  edvOperat  ion  of  the  whole  system. 

Mr.  £.  said,  he  had  thus  given  briefly,  imper- 
fectly, and,  perhaps,  very  incorrectly,  such  views 
as  he  had  been  able  to  forga  in  relation  to  thegea- 
eral  bearings  of  the  system  under  consideration. 
He  was  sensible  of  his  great  incompetence  to  do 
justice  to  %o  extensive  and  complicated  a  subject 
His  impressions  were  given  with  real  diffidenee, 
and-he  should  be  happy  to  see  his  errorsxorrected 
by  gentlemen  of  more  experience  and  sag[acity. 
He  trusted  that  gentlemen  who  concurred  in  the 
necessity  of  raising,  at  this  time,  in  some  way  or 
other,  the  amount  of  revenue  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  would  not  be  governed  in 
their  votes  by  mere  local  considerations,  growins 
out  of  the  unequal  operation  of  any  one  species  c? 
tax  upon  their  particular  constituents;  bat  that 
they  would  rather  look  to  the  combined  o^raiion 
of  the  whole  system,. and  with  those  enlarged 
views,  by  the  a>d  of  which  alone  we  could  ex- 
pect to  come  to  a  successful  and  practicable  re- 
sult ;  and  that  if,  after  all,  any  member  shonld 
feel  itihis  duty  to  withhold  his  assent  from  any 
ooe  or  more  of  the  proposed  objects^ of  taxatiosi 
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'        that  he  would  at  the  same  time  endearor  to  point 

'        out  some  source  equally  produetire  and  more  just 

^        ID  its  operation  to  which  it  might  be  thought  ex 

'        pedient  to  resort. 

'  Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  now  add  but  a  few  ob- 

'  serrations  in  relation  to  the  first  resolution  more 
immediately  under  the  consideration  of  the  com- 

'  vnittee,  and  would  then  submit  the  whole  subject 
to  the  good  sense  of  the  House,  reserving  only . 

'        such  explanations  as  might  be  called  for  on  the 
other  propositions  submitted  in  the  report. 
As  to  the  amount  to  which  it  might  be  found 

I  practicable  or  expedient  to  carry  the  present  du- 
ties of  impost,  he  had  not  that  practical  knowledge 

>  which  enabled  him  to  determine  with  any  great 
degree  uf  certainty,  though  he  was  persuaded  that 
they  might  safely  be  carried  much  higher  than 
they  were  at  present,  if  t ho- exigencies  of  the  coun- 

I        try  required  it.    He  found  that  on  every  former 

I  increase  which  had  taken  place,  it  bad  been  said 
b^  many  gentlemen  thai  they  were  already  as 
high  as  they  would  bear,  without  indurring  the 

\  danger  of  smuggling,  and  the  consequent  diminu- 
tion of  the  revenue  expected  from  them ;  such, 
however^  had  in  bo  instance,  he  beliered/been 
the  result.  He  then  adverted  to  the  rariQUs  pe- 
riods when  soch  increase  of  duties  had  taken 
place,  and  stated,  tha^  from  official  documents  ii 
appeared  not  only  that  the  actual  revenue  had  in- 
creased proportionably,  but  that  the  articles  them- 
selves upon  which  such  increased  duties  had  been 
.  laid,  had  also  experienced  a  regular  and  progres- 
sive increase  of  importation.  What  was  the  high- 
est point  to  which  the  duty  could  now  be  carried, 
it  was  impossible  to  say  ;  practical  men  of  great 
weight  and  respectability  differed'  widely  upon- 
this  question,  and  it  could  probably  be  conclusive- 
ly settled  only  by  experiment.  The  high  author- 
ity of  the  Secretary  of  (be  Treasury  was  decided- 
ly in  favor  of  the  amount  recommended  by  the 
committee.  He  should  be  happy,  he  said,  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  experienced  members  on  alt  sides 
of  the  Hou^e  on  this  point,  having  very  little  con- 
fidence in  bis  own  opinions  ;  but  he  would  move, 
under  his  present  impVessions,  that  the  Commit- 
ter; of  the  Whole  should  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  adoption  of  the 
first  resolution. 

When  Mr.  Bacon  had  concluded,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  Feburary  26. 

Mr.  Dawqon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of.  the  Ursuline  Nuns,  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the  Ur- 
suline Nuns  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whpleon  Friday  next. 

The  following  resolution^  in  the  form  <>f  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  was  subnutted  by 
Mr.  Sbysert: 

Retolced  by  tht  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentaHvea 
of  the  Untiea  States  of  America^  in  Congress  assem* 
bled.  That  the  PrMldent  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 


of  the  Hottse  of  Representatives,  for  the  time  being, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorised  to  grant  the  use  of 
the  books  in  the  Library  of  Congress  to  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  TJnit^  States,  at  the  times, 
and  on  the  sarae  terms,  conditions,  and  restrictionB,  as 
members  of  Congress  are  allowed  to  use  said  books. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

WAR  TAXES. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  proposing  a  plan  to  raise  the 
revenue  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  present 
and  two  succeeding  years  ;**  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  resolutions  therein  con- 
tained, amended  to  read  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved^  That  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per 
centum  be  made  to  the  several  rates  of  permanent  du- 
ties now  imposed,  by  law,  on  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 

2.  Resolved,^  That  twenty-five  per  centum  be  retain* 
ed  on  all  drawbacks  allowed  by  law,  on  the  exportation 
of  goods,  wares,  and  mecchandise,  exported  from  (he 
United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  additional  tonnage  duties  be  laid 
at  the  following  rates,  viz : 

.1.  On  all  vessels  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  or 
fisheries,  twenty  cents  a  ^n  per  year. 

2.  On  all  other  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  twenty-five  centa  per  ton  on  the  entry  of 
the  vessel. 

3.  On  all  foreign  vessels,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cento  per  ton  on  the  entry  of  the  vessel. 

4.  Resolved,  That  a  duty  of  twenty  cento  per  bushel 
be  laid  upon  all  salt  imported  into  the  United  States. 

6.  Resohed,  That  duties  be  laid  on  licenses  to  distil 
spirito  at  Uie  following  rates*  viz : 

1.  On  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirito  from  for- 
eign materials,  at  the  rata  of  seventy-five  cento  per 
gallon,  on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

2.  On  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling  spirito  from 
domestic  materials,  at  any  distillery  at  which  there  are 
one  or  more  stills  of  more  capacity,  together,  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  gallons^  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cento  per 
gallon,  on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

3.  On  other  stills,  solely  employed  in  distilling  spir- 
.ito  firom  fruit,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  on  each  stiU  a 
year. 

4.  On  other  stills,  solely  employed  in  distilling  spir- 
ito from  any  domestic  materials,  at  the  rata  of  fifteen 
dollars  on  each  still  a  year. 

6.  Resolved,  That  duties  be  laid  on  licenses  to  re- 
tailers of  wines,  spirito,  and  foreign  merchandise,  in- 
cluding tavern-keepers,  at  the  following  rates,  namely : 

If  in  cities,  towns,  or  villages,  containing  more  than 
one  hundred  families, 

1.  On  retiilers  of  foreign  merchandise,  including 
wines  and  spirito,  twenty-five  dollars. 

2.  Ditto,  of  wines  alone,  twenty  dollars. 

3.  Ditto,  of  spirito  alone,  twenty  dollars. 

4.  Ditto,  of  domestic  spirito  alone,  fifteen  dollars. 

5.  Ditto,  of  foreign  merchandise,  other  than  wines 
and  spirito,  fifteen  dollars. 

If  any  other  pfaoe  than  cities,  towns,  or  villages,  con- 
taining more  than  one  hundred  families, 

1.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  ineludinf 
wines  and  spirits,  fifteen  doUars. 
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%  Ditto,  of  wiriee  Md  spiHti,  fifteen  doHars. 

3.  Ditto,  of  domestic  fpiiiti  alone,  ten  dollars. ' 

4.  Ditto,  of  foreign  merehandiaoi  otiier  th^n  wines 
and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

7.  Reaohxd,  That  dnties  be  hid  on  sales  at  anetidn 
of  foreign  merchandise,  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  pnrchase  money,  two  dollars ;  and  on  sales  at  unc- 
tion of  ships  or  vessels,  for  every  hundred  doUaiv  of 
the  purchase  money,  twenty-five  cents. 

8.  Resolved^  That  a  dutv  of  four  cents  per  pound 
he  laid  on  all  sugars  refined  in  the  United  8tat^,  al- 
lowing a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  4he  same. 

9.  Reaohed,  That  duties  be  laid  on  carriages,  used 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  at  the  following  rates, 
viz: 

1.  On  every  eoach,  chariot,  and  post  chaise,  twenty- 
five  dollara,. 

2.  On  every  pheton,  and  on  every  coachee  having 

Sannel  work  in  the  upper  division  thereof,  fifteen  dol- 
irs. 

3.  On  every  other  four-wheel  carriage  hanging  on 
steel  springs,  ten  dollars. 

4.  On  every  four-wheel  carriage  hanging  on  iron 
or  wooden  springs,  and  on  every  two-wheel  carriage, 
with  a  top,  or  hanging  on  steel  or  iron  springs,  five 
dollars. 

5.  On  every  other  four  or  two-wheel  carriage,  tWe 
dolbrs. 

10.  Re$olved,  That  stamp  duties  be  laid  on  the  fol- 
lowing instruments  of  writiiig,  viz : 

1.  On  all  notes  payable  to  bearer  or  order,  issued  by 
any  bank  or  bankers,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  one 
doHar  for  every  hundred  dollars,  with  an  option  to  pay 
in  Hen  thereof  two-and-a-half  per  centum  on  t^ir  divi- 
dends. 

2.  On  all  notes-of-hand  above,  fifty  dollars,  payable 
to  bearer  or  order,  having  one  or  more  endorsers  ;  and 
on  all  bills  of  exchange,  above  fifty  dollars,  having  one . 
or  more  endorsers,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  five  cents 
for  every  hundred  dollars.' 

11.  Resolved,  That  three  millions  of  dollars  be  raised 
by  a  direct  tax,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States,  agreeably  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution. 

12.  Resolved,  That  each  State  be  authorized  to  pay 
the  amount  of  its  quota  to  the  United  States,  with  a 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  if  paid  before  the  assess- 
ment is  commenced,  and  of  seven-and-a-half  per  cent, 
if  paid  before  the  tax  becomes  due. 

18.  Resolved,  That  all  the  duties  above  enumerated* 
and  the  tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  laid  and  become  paya* 
ble  only  after  the  United  States  shall  have  become  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  a  foreign  European  nation. 

14.  Resohed,  That  the  said  duties  and  tax  shall  con- 
tinue until  one  year  after  the  conclusion  of  peace  with 
such  foreign  nation,  and  no  longer. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tburbday.  February  27. 

The  resolution  granting  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  the  privilege  of  using  the  books 
of  the  Congress  Library,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House- 
that  Hhe  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House  '^  to  authoriie  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  purchase  of  Winslow  Lewis  his 


patent  right  to  the  new  and  iro proved  method  of 
lighting  li^ht-houses,  and  for  other  purposes," 
with  amendments.  They  have  also  passed  a  bill 
for  the  establishment  of  of  a  Gederal  Land  Office 
in  th^  Department  of  the  Treasury;  in  which 
amendments  and  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence 
6f  this  House. 

WAR  TAXEa 

The  House  Cook  up  the  report  of  the  Coramil- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  war  taxes  ;.  when  a  cob- 
currence  ia  the  first  resolution,  increasing  tbo  im- 
post duties  one  hundred  per  cent,  being  aoder 
consideration ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called 
upon  the  resolution,  the  Spbaker  diiected  the 
Clerk  to  pi^oceed  with,  the  call.  Just  after  Mr. 
Alston  had  answered  to  his  name.  Mr.  Whniert 
addressed  the  Speaker.  The  SpJbaksr  decided 
that  the  call  had  commenced^  and  the  gentleaiaa 
could  Qot,  therefore,  accord insr  to  the  rales  of  ihe 
House,  be  heard,  except  the  House  should  deter- 
mine otherwise.  The  call  was  insisted  upon,  and 
the  resolution  was  concurred  in,  71  to  40,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YiAs^Wmis  Alstoot  Juij.,  WilUam  Andstson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Bsekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  Itobert  Brown,  WilUam  A.  Bnrwall, 
Willi^  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoani  Langdon  Chevesy 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samnal 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  £arle,  MeAhack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufly,.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  R.  King,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  Mo- 
1i.ee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L. 
Mitdull,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Mbrrow,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tl^omas  New- 
ton, Israel  Pidcens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants, 
junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  William  M. 
Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Jahn  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  WilUam  Rodman,  Ebenoer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  ShSw,  John  Smilie,  Ooorge 
Smith,  John  Smith,  WiUiam  Strong,  George  M.  Treap, 
Robert  WhilehUl,  Richard  Winn,  and  l^obert  Wright 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigeloi<r,*  Harmanas 
Bleecker,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  jGlijab  Brigham,  Epaph- 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daveo- 
port,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fisk,  Ase 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsboro'ugh,  Edwin 
Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,'  George  C. 
Mazwe41,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  WUliam  Reed,  Heniy 
M.  Ridgely,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Lewis  Wheatoo, 
Leonard  White,  WiUiam  Widgery,  and  Thomas 
WUson. 

A  concurrence  in  the  second  resolution,  in  re- 
lation to  drawbacks  was  the  aext  question. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  if  the  House  calculated  upon 
this  provision  as  aa  article  of  rerenue,  they  would 
certainly  be  dksappomted ;  for  hebeliered,  instead 
of  beaentiug  the  reveoae,  it  wotild  iajitre  it. 


1109 


fflSTORY  OF  CONGEBaS. 


Fbbbuart,  iSia. 


IVar  Taxm> 


1110 

H.  OF  R. 


Mr.  F18K  QDOved  topostone  the  furlber  coQsid- 
eratioD  of  all  the  resolutions  before  the  House 
until  the  first  Mondajr  in  April  next*  Mr.  F.  as- 
signed as  bb  reasons  for  this  motion,  that  as  all 
were  agreed  these  taxes,  were  war  taxes,  he  tbou|[ht 
it  time  enough  to  agree  upon  them  when  war  be- 
came certain ;  that  th«re  was  no  doubt  the  re- 
sources of  the  -country  were  amply  sufficient 
wb«neyer  Congrcsadetermifed  to  call  them  forth, 
bat  he  saw  no  necessity  for  alarming  the  people 
with  odious  taxes  beforehand.  Another  reason 
for  the  postponement^  he  said  he  disliked  the  sys" 
tem,  and  if  a  little  time  was  giren,  a  more  ac- 
ceptable one  to  the  people  might  be  formed. 
Whenerer  war  became  unavoidable,  be  would  be 
as  ready  as  any  other  member  to  vote  the  neces- 
sary taxes ;  but  he  wished  not  to  vote  for  them 
in  advance.  It  was  on  this  ground  he  had  voted 
against  thelfrst  resolution. 

Mr.  Porter  seconded  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment. Wheneyer  the  question  of  war  came  be- 
fore the  House,  he  would  be  as  ready  to  vote  for 
it  as  any  'member,  and  for  taxes  to  support  it ; 
and  B0W3  if  gentlemen  would  say  they  were  ready 
to  lay  the  taxes,  without  reserve,  he  would  vote 
for  them,  but  he  wished  not  to  lay  them  by  anti- 
cipation. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  McKm, 
Bmiue,  Troup,Rhea,  Johnson,  Boyd,  F^rNDi^T. 
Calhoun,  and  Cbeves,  on  the  ground  of  its  im- 
propriety and  impolicy.  The  Cotpmittee  of  Ways 
and  Means  having  recommended  to  Congress  a 
system  of  taxation,  which  has  been  published  to 
the  world,  and  this  House  having,  in  committee, 
^reed,  by  larffe  majorities,  to  the  several  taxes 
proposed  bv  that  committee,  to  be  laid  whenever 
a  war  shall  take  place,  and  not  before,  and  if  no 
war  takes  place,  of  C9urse  the  whole  will  be  a 
dead  letter,  it  would  appear  strange  if  they  were 
now  to  adopt  a  motion  like  the  present.  The 
people  would  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  a 
course.  They  would  besin  to  fear  Congress  were 
not  serious  in  their  declarations  of  a  determina- 
tion to  support  the  rights  of  (he  country.  The 
people  must  know  that  war  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  taxes — that  the  one  cannot  be  had  with- 
out the  other,  and  it  will  certainly  be  much  bet- 
ter to  fix  upon  a  system  before  we  get  involved 
in  war,  than  have  to  do  it  afterwards.  At  all 
events^  as  the  system  has  been  reported  and  acted 
upon.  It  ought  not  now  to  be  laid  aside.  Such  a 
course  might  throW  obstacles  in  the  way  of  ob- 
taining the  loan  which  had  been  authorized.  It 
waa  believed  the  people  are  prepared  and  ready 
for  war,  and  willing:  to  P&f  ^^^  necessary  taxes 
incident  to  such  a  state;  that  they  feared  more 
the  want  of  sufficient  energy  in  Uongress  thani 
the  levyinjr  of  necessary  taxes  in  support  of  the 
war;  that  if  Ceneress  did  their  duty,  they  would 
have  iiTothinff  to  fear  fromi  the  people — they  are 
ready  to  make  a  stand ;  that  it  was  time  to  aban- 
don all  temporizing  policy ;  our  national  charac- 
ter was  at  stake  in  the  course  which  Congress 
was  about  to  take;  it  was  hoped  therefore  that 
no  motion  like  the  one  now  proposed  would  be 
countenanced,  but  that  the  House  would  proceed 


in .  perfecting  the  system  of  taxation  reported  by 
the  committee,  and  recommit  the  .report  to  the 
Committee  t>f  Ways  and  Means*  as  the  ibunda^ 
tion  of  a  bill.  When  that  bill  shall  be  reported, 
it  would  be  apen  fox  discussion  ;  and:  if  any  im- 
provement could  be  made  in  the  system,  members 
would  be  at  liberty  to  propose  their  amendments. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Wiooery, 
in  fkvor  of  a  shorter  postponement^  in  which  he 
expressed  his  dislike  to  some  parts  of  the  system 
proposed,  Mr.  Fisc  modified  his  motion  40  as  to 
make  the  postponement  till  Monday  week. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  as  gen- 
tlemen had  declared  they  wished  to  have  further 
time  to  consider  the  subject,  would  be  obliged  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  postponement, 
and  negatived,  93  to  31.  as  follows : 

YxAS— Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Steven- 
son Archer,  £aekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abljah  Bige- 
low,  James  Breckenridge,  Epadbroditus  Championt^. 
Cochran,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Eiias  Earie,  James  Fisk, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Israel  Pickens,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Randolph,  William 
M.  Richardson,  Thomas  Sammons,  Samuel  Shaw,  Silaa 
Stow,  William  Strong,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tomer,  jr., 
Pierre  Van  jCortlandt,  jr.,  William  Widgery,  and  Thos. 
WUson. 

Nats— David  Bard,  Burwett  Baaaett,  William  W. 
Bibb»  William  Blackledge,  HaraMaosBleeeker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A« 
Burwell,  William  Batler»  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  WiUiaJaa 
Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emoti, 
William  Findlejr,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thoa. 
Gholaon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldaborough,  Pa* 
tenon  Ooodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  AyleU  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Lyman  I^aw,  Joaeph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  WU- 
liam  Lowndes^  Aaron  Lyle^  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samoel, 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcall^  James 
Mtlnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  NewboJd,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Qnincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybeft,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  SUnford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Lewis  B.  Si  urges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  George  M.  Troap,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Wmn,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

The  question  returned  on  concurrioff  in  the 
second  resolution  in  relation  to  drawbacks. 

Mr.  Stow  said  he  should  vote  in  the  negative, 
because  he  conceived  it  would  not  be  consistent 
with  good  faith  to  .pass  a  regulation  of  this  kind 
which  would  apply  to  goods  al/eady  imported. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  78  to  47,  as  M* 
lows:  % 
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YiAs — Willii  Aliton,  jr.,  WflKAm  Anderion,  Stcv- 
cnioo  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bftcoh,  David  Bard»  Bnrwell 
BMelt,  WiUUm  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lan|don  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewia  Coiidit,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davi^,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias 
Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joa. 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Jjacock,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes.  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathan^ 
iel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson^,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newbo]d,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jr.,  Benjamin  Pbnd,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  SaiAmnns, 
Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong.  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harm^ntra 
Bleecker,  JamM  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 

Jort,  jr.,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  E»mott, 
ames  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Ooldsborough,  Edwin  Crrsy,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph-  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander 
McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Plisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  WiHiam  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Philip  Stuart,  Sdas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Starges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  UH 
Tra<^,  Charles  Tttmor,  jr.,  Pierrd  Van  Oorttandt,  jr., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery, 
ud  Thomas  Wilton. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  third  res- 
olutioo,  laying  additional  tonnage  duties,  and  car- 
ried, 82  to  40,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson- Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WUUam  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholsoo,  Peterson 
Croodwvn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  O'bed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Al- 
exander McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  William  M.  Richardson, 
damtiel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  JonaUian 
Roberts,  WUliam  Rodmata,  Ebeneser  Sige,  Ebenezer 
leaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Saybert,  John  Smilie,  Geo. 
dmith,  John  Smithy,  Silas  Stow,  George  Sullivan, Goorge 


M.  Troup,  Charles  Tomer,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehilt,  Wa. 
Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. — 8S. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Uarniaava 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Bp^ 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 'Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  LymMi  Law,  ioseph 
Lewis,  jf M  Archibald  McBrydr,  James  Milnor,  8aaiii«l 
L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pmivm, 
TiDK>thy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  BL  Potter,  Josiah  Qaiacgr, 
John  Randolph,  WillUm  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridg«l^, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  8t«art, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggifrt,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge, Uri  Tra<^,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Lahaa 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilsoa. — 40. 

The  fourth  resolution  came  next,  under  coift- 
sideration,  laying  a  duty  on  salt. 

Mr.  M.  Clay  noped  the  House  woald  not  con- 
cur with  the  committee  in  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution,  as  its  operation  would  be  very  unequal; 
for  nearly  the  whole  duty  would  be  iiaiii  by  tb« 
middle  country,  by  about  one-third  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  as  the  people  on  the  tea* 
board  had  no  occasion  to  use  this  article  for  their 
cattle,  and  the. inhabitants  of  the  Western  eoao- 
try,  he  understood,  got  their  salt  for  ten  cenls  a 
bushel. 

Mr.  Stanfobo  joined  Mr*  Clat  in  his  oppott- 
tion  to  this  resolution. 

After  a  (ew  ren^arks  from  Mr.  Seybbet  and 
Mr.  Newton  in  faror  of  the  tax,  the  HoQse  md* 
journed,  without  taking  the  question. 


Feioay,  Febniarf  28. 

The  Spcakee  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  p^ross  and  net  amount  of  the 
customs  of  the  United  States,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  eleventh  ultimo; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *'(ot  the  establish- 
ment of  a  General  Land  Office  in  the  Department 
of  the  Treasury"  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ''to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  of 
Winslbw  Lewis  his  patent  right  to  tne  new  and 
improved  method  of  lighting  light-bouses,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred in  by  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Bassett.  observed,  that  a  new  edition  of  the 
Manual  of  Parliamentary  Practice  was  about  to 
be  published  in  this  city  ;  and  as  he  believed  no 
book  could  be  placed  in  the  Library  that  would  be 
more  useful  to  members  of  Congress,  he  had  pre- 
pared a  resolution  proposing  to  authorize  the  Clerk 
to  subscribe  for  as  many  copies  as  mi^ht  appear 
sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  number  of  new  mem- 
bers which  might  at  any  time  be  in  the  House. 
It  was  in  the  following  words: 
>  «  Reeokftd,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  be  anther- 
iaed  to  subscribe  with  Joseph  MiUigan  and  William 
Coaper  for  — —  copies  of  a  new  edition  of  Jeilenon's 
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Manual,  proYMled  thej  annex  tharato  the  atandinf 
rulea  and  orders  of  this  House,  to  be  paid  iat  out  of 
the  contingent  fiind,  and  the  books  placed  in  the  Li- 
brary, for  the  use  of  Congress. 

The  blank  was  filled  with  fifty,  aod  ihe  r^ao* 
IntioQ  agreed  to. 

WAR  TAXES. 

The  House  than  resumed  the  consideratioo 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  subject  of  taxes;  when  the  4th  resolution, 
proposing  a  tax  on  salt,  being  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Stamford  ros^  again  to  oppose  this  tax,  on 
iheground  of  its  being  unjust  and  unequal,  opera- 
ting principally  upon  a  particular  portion  of  the 
Union.  Th^  inhabitants  on  the  seaboard  had  not 
thesame  necessity  of  using  it  for  their  cattle,  and  on 
some  parts  of  the  coast  manufactories  of  salt  are 
established ;  and  the  people  to  th^  westward  bad 
also  salt  manufactories.  The  State  of  Ohio  had 
been  particularly  farored  by  Congress  in  this  re- 
spect, having  had  the  salt-licks  girrn  to  them  at 
the  time  that  State  was  formed. 

Mr.  Smiue  said,  the  salt-licks  had  not  been 
giT^n  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  without  a  considera- 
tion. Th^  Wfre,  in  return,  to  sufier  all  lands 
belonging  to  the  United  States  to  be  exempt  from 
taxation. 

.  Mr.  BLACKi4EnoB  was  in  favor  of  the  tax,  as  it 
would  serve  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  salt. 
in  our  own  country,  which,  in  case  of  war,  would 
be  very  desirable*  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
people  on  the  seacoasi^  or  in  the  Western  country* 
ffot  their  salt  any  cheaper  than  the  inhabitants  of 
the  midland  country,  except  such  as  lived  near  a 
manufactory. 

Mr.  Stamford  moved  to  amend  the  resolutioo, 
by  adding  a  duty  of  ten  cents  on  ail  salt  rnaan- 
factured  io  this  country.  This  motion  was  ad- 
Toeated  by  Messrs.  Stanford,  Macon,  Wriort, 
Clat,  GhOlson,  aod  Wioobry  ;  and  opposed  by 
McHsrs.  Blacki«6dob,  KiNa>  Porter  Stow,  La:- 
cocK,  Tracy,  Grondy,  and  CALHonii. 

By  the  advocates  of  the  amendment  it  was 
nrged  that,  if  salt  imported  paid  a  duty  of  twenty 
cents  a  bttshel,  the  manufactorers  of  salt  in  this 
country  might  very  well  afford  to  pay  a  fax  of 
half  that  anm,  as  they  would  then  have  an  advan- 
tage of  tea  cents  per  bushel  over  foreign  salt ; 
that  there  would  be  as  milch  propriety  in  taxing 
dorocatic  salt  as  domestic  spirits;  that  this  tax 
was  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  and 
manafiicturers  of  domestic  salt  could  well  afford 
to  pay  a  tax  in  ease  the  proposed  duty  was  laid 
upon  imported  salt;  all,  however,  who  advocated 
thb  tax,  declared  themselves  opposed  to  a  tax  on 
salt  at  all ;  but,  if  foreign  salt  was  taxed,  they 
wished  that  made  at  home  also  taxed. 

Those  opposed  lo  this  amendment,  said  that 
this  was  the  first  instance  in  this  or  any  other 
eouBtry  of  an  infant  manufaciure,  and  especially 
of  a  necessary  of  life,  heing  taxed  ;  that  the  tax 
would  have  the  effect  of  discouraging  these  man- 
ufactures. Some  salt-licks,  it  was  said,  had  been 
already  laid  aside  as  unprofitable ;  that  it  would 
oertfiinly  be  good  policy  in  this  Governorant  to 


encoorige  manufactures  of  every  kind,  but,  more 
especially,  of  soch  articles  as  cmnot  be  obtained 
from  abroad  in  time  of  war.  It  wa^  well  known 
that  this  country  suffered  considerably  during  the 
Revolution  for  wbnt  of  salt;  but  now,  with  proper 
encouragement,  a  sufficiency  might  be  furnished 
from  our  own  establishments.  Btfi^ides,  if  this 
additional  tax  were  to  he  imposed  on  salt,  it 
would  raise  the  price  still  higher  to  the  con- 
sumers, as  eventually  every  tax  is  paid  by  them. 
The  business  of  taxation  ought  to  be  considered 
in  the  spirit  of  accommodation ;  the  salt  tax  would 
bear  a  little  hard  on  one  part  of  the  country,  the 
impost  and  tonnage  duty  on  another,  the  spirit 
tax  on  another,  the  carriage  and  stamp  tax  on 
another,  and  the  direct  taxes  on  others.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  get  taxes  to  bear  equally  on  all. 
It  was  believed  that  if  the  system  was  taken  to- 
gether it  would  operate  as  equally  as  any  other 
that  could  be  produced. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  this 
tax  of  ten  cents  a  bushel  on  domestic  salt,  and 
negatived — yeas  22.  nays  96,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Stevenson  Archer,  David  .Bard,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William 
Crawford,  Asa  Fiteh,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Ckiodwyn,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  McCoy,  JoMph  Pearson,  Israel  "Pickens,  John 
Randolph,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats  —  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wilham  Anderson, 
Kztkiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  3urwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Har- 
manus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge, 
Blijali  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Lewis  Condit,  Roger 
Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmuor,  Elias  Carle, 
WilliaraEly,  James  Emotl,  William  Fiodley,  Thomas 
R.  OokK  Oharles  Goldsborottgh,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah. 
L.  Green,  Fehx  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  HaU. 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard 
Jackson,  jtuin  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abncr  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Josenh 
Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  William  Ijowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcaif,  Sam- 
uel L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthonv  New, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
William  Ptper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants, 
jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  fl.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Rich* 
ardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberte,  William  Hod- 
man  Ebenenr  Sage,  Thomas  l^mmons,  Bbenecer 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Beybert,  Daniel  Sheflby, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  PhiUp  Stu^t,  Silas  Stow, 
Lewb  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup.  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Piei le  Van  Cortlandt, 
jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  White- 
htU,  TfaDmas  Wilson,  and  Rtchacd  W  inn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  proposition,  a»  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  for  laying  a  duty  of  twenty  eeuts  a 
bqshel  on  imported  salt,  and  negatived— y^s  ^7, 
nays  60,  as  follows: 
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DivorceB  in  the  Datrici  of  Columbia, 
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YBAf—WUlk  AJfKm,  jmriMf^  Waittm  Attdenon, 
SteveiMon  Arcber,  Ezekiel  Baoon,  Biirw«U  Bitwtt, 
"WilVmm  W.  Bibb,  WUIlmm  BlacUcdge,  Adam  Bojd, 
Willum  Batler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cberca, 
John  Dawson,  Jom]^!  Dedia,  £li»i  £arl«,  William 
Findkr,  iiaiah  L.  Checn,  FeCx  Grandj,  BoUicg  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Enfij,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laeock,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Aranah  Metcali;  James  Milnor,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Pfewbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsbj,  Israel 
.Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jon.,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Jonah  Qatncj,  Willum  Reed,  Samael  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Ebeneser  Serrer,  Adam  St^bert,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Uri  Tracr,  George 
M.  Troun,  Charles  Tomer,  jnn^  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
jtto^  and  Riehard  Winn. 

NArs^John  Baker,  Da^idBprdi  Harmanus  Bleeck- 
er,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert 
Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  Epapkroditas  Champian, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Claj,  Japies  Cochrao, 
Lewis  Condit,  WiUiam  Crawfi>rd,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  As^  Fitch, 
Meshack  Franklin,  ThooMM  Gbolson,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gn^,  John  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jabkson,  jon.,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jun.,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas 
Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  James 
Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson^  Joseph 
Pearson,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolpl^  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  Willianv  Rodman,  John 
Sevier,  Samoel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sbeffey,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford.  Philip  Stuart,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Robert  White- 
hUl,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert 
Wright, 

[Yeas  57,  Days  60.  Absent  on  this  vote  twenty- 
three  members,  vit:  Messrs.  Baatlbtt,  Sdlli- 
TAN,  CuTTS,  Tallman,  Avsbt,  Cook,  Paulmho, 
Htneman.  Taliaferro,  Sawter,  WtLUAMs, 
Cobb,  and  GANtrBTT,  absent  from  Che  city;  and 
Messrs,  Clopton,  Biqblow,  White,  Davewport, 
Stuboes,  Fisc,  STRotfO.  Livingston,  Gold, 
and  Richardson,  absent  from  iDdispositioo  and 
other  causes.]  > 

The  fifth  resolution  next  came  under  consider- 
ation for  laying  duties  on  distillers,  when 

Mr.  McEiM  moved  to  strike  out  what  relates 

to  laying  a  duty  oo  the  capacity  of  the  still,  and 

\       to  insert  in  its  place  tweaty-five  peots  per  gallon. 

Mr.  Moore  said  the  vote  which  haa  just  been 
taken  and  decided  against  taxing  salt,  induced 
him  to  be  i a  favor  of  the  motion  of  the  gentiemab 
from  Maryland,  or  at  leasr  in  favor  of  subeti- 
tnting  some  other  article  in  lieu  of  salt,  on  which 
a  tax  will  operate  with  more  equality  and  less 
oppression  on  the  poor.  1  am  fully  apprized,  said 
he,  of  the  necessity  of  providing  the  sinews  of 
war,  and  I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I 
shall  be  as  ready  and  willing  to  use  them  in  the 
assertion  of  the  rii^hts  of  my  country  as  any  gen- 
tleman on  this  floori  Although  I  have  voted 
againic  the  taxing  salt,  as  I  consider  it  an  article 
ol'  the  nrst  necessity,  which  ought  not  to1)e  taxed, 


I  am  willing  to  raise  the  turn  tared  on  »alc  oa 
any  other  article  less  objectionable;  I  would  evea 
prefer  laying  it  on  land.  I  will,  therefore,  sti^gesc 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  his  motion  ontil  the 
resolutions  are  gone  through;  the  whole  subject 
will  then  be  open  for  coasideration,  ttud  eke 
House  can  select  some  other  article  as  a  proper 
sobstitate  for  salt,  which  I  hope  will  be  ttmmi 
eqaally  convenient  and  less  odious. 

Mr.  Setbert  did  not  know  that  fae  shovU 
have  made  a  single  observation  oo  this  aabjeet 
had  it  not  been  for  the  vote  which  bad  iosc  beca 
taken;  bat  he  most  acknowledge  he  felt  himself 
so  disappointed  and  mortiied,  thai  he  beftiered 
he  shoold  vote  against  every  other  tax.  For,  if 
gentlemen  will  oppose  one  item  of  taxatioo.  be- 
eaase  it  happens  to  fall  a  little  harder  on  eoiBe 
seetions  of  the  country  than  others;  whilst  other 
gentlemen,  for  the  sake  of  accommodatioD,  hare 
consented  to  lay  much  heavier  burdens  on  thetr 
constitoents,  he  despaired  of  establtsbingaay  sys- 
tem of  taxation^  He  Irad  been  told  we  were 
entering'  on  a  war  for  commerce.  He  did  not  so 
consider  it. '  He  believed  we  were  aboat  to  en- 
gage  in  a  war  to  maintain  our  honor,  liberty,  and 
sovereignty,  as  a  nation.  Whilst  the  Pentisyi' 
vanians  are  selling  their  wheat;,  for  two  dollars  a 
boshel,  it  could  not  be  said  they  wanted  a  war  to 
obtain  any  better  price  for  their  produce;  if  aay 
part  of  the  pountry  were  influenced  by  motives 
of  interest,  it  must  be  the  tobaeco  and  cotton 
planters;  it  might,  therefore,  be  rather  termed  a 
#ar  for  aeriooUure,  and  a  particular  species  of  it, 
than  for 'commerce.  But  he  had  always  con- 
sidered it  as  having  higher  objects  in  view. 

The  Spbaker  declared  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  to  be  out  of  order;  as  all 
propositions  for  raising  revenue  must  first  be  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  carried, 
and  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 


MoNi>AY,  March  3. 

Mr.  Wai^HT  repbrted  a  bill  supplememary  to 
the  ^Aot  more  e^ctuaHy  to  provide  for  the  or* 
ffanisation  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;"  which  was  twice  read  andeonmitted. 

The  Spbakb^  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pnrsvanee 
of  a  resoiiuion  of  the  House  eallioff  on  htm  for 
a  statement  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States 
for  some  years  past ;  also,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Comptroller,  on  the  subject  of  the  refugee 
claims,  dbc. ;  also,  a  letter  froth  the  Chief  Jtistiee 
of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  the  Supreme 
Coqrt,  acknowledging  the  favor  conferred  on, 
I  hem  by  the  use  of  the  Congressional  Library. 

DIVORCES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  ibr  the  District  of  Cotombia,  to  whom 
were  rdbnred  the  petitions  of  Jane  Deakin%  prayteg 
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for  ^  divorce  from  WiUiam  Deftkint,  %ad  of  David 
Beck,  praying  for  a  divorce  from  Ellen,  hb  wife, 
•abmit  the  following  report : 

The  only  object  which  the  petitioners  can  have  in 
▼iew  is  to  be  enabled,  respectively,  to  enter  into  new 
contracts  of  marriage.  Were  marriages  only  a  civil 
instttutiont  the  courts  of  law  would  be  open  to  all  par- 
ties seeking  the  redress  now  prayed  for,  for  alleged 
breach  of  the  marriage  contract :  but  it  is  something 
more ;  it  is  a  divine  ordinance,  and  has  been  pro- 
nounced such  by  the  highest  legal  as  well  as  spiritual 
antiiority.  The  competency  of  any  human  tribunal 
to  dissolve  its  sa(ired  obligations  may.  well  be  doubted. 
The  justice  or  policy,  under  any  circumstances,  of 
'wresksning  the  matrimonial  histitntion,  upon  the  parity 
of  which  depends  the  very  fabric  of  society  itself  may 
bs  bcrfdly  denied.  Divorces  are  not  merely  the  effect 
of  corruption  of  manners;  they  are  the.  cause  alsou 
Thejr  hold  out  temptations  to  crime  which  human  in- 
finnity  cannot  at  all  times  resist  They  hobi  out  in- 
ceotives  to  that  l^dultecy  which  they  are  called  in  to 
remedy.  Extreme  cases  may  indsed  be  put,  but  tbi^ 
are  rare ;  both  parties  are  generally  in  fault.  Shall  a 
▼ery  few  individuals,  who  present  themselves  in  a  ques- 
tionable shape,  be  debarred  from  contracting  a  second 
marriage,  or  shall  the  fdundations  of  society  oelbosencd 
for  their  special  accommodation  ?  Shall  the  heaviest 
public  injury  be  encountered  for  the  convenience  of 
those,  who,  for  the  most  part,  have  shown  how  little 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  their  virtue  or  discretion? 
8haU  incentives  to  nuptial  infidelity  be  presented  to 
the  great  body  of  society  for  the  personal  gratification 
of  a  few  unfortunate  members,  diffusing  dissatisfaction 
and  discontent,  where,  but  for  the  deceitful  hope  of 
diTOrce,  they  had  never  been  known  1 

'  The  frequency  of  dtvorees  may  be  taken  as  an  un- 
erring criterion  of  the  dqiravi^  of  morals.  A  raspeet- 
able  authority  has  declai«d,  that  '^ftom  the  Refbrnni^ 
tion  to  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  centu^, 
there  had  occurred  only  four  instahces  of  Pariiainen* 
,  tary  divorce ;  but,  in  the  present  reign,  they  had  in- 
creased  to  the  enormous  number  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three.''  It  is  notorious  that  the  crime  which  is 
made  the  ground-work  of  tSe  divorce,  is  firequently 
committed  with  the  most  ''  deliberate  and  unblushing 
indifference,"  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  adulterer 
and  adultress  thereaAer  to  intermarry.  Tour  commit- 
tee will  not  attempt  to  pursue  the  subject  further*  It 
is  calculated  to  inspire  the  most  solemn  reflections. 
They  are  oppo«ied  to  divorce  upon  principle,  as  tending 
to  excite  fomily  discord;  as  bearini^  hard  upon  the 
weaker  sex,  whom  it  is  especially  incumbent  upon  us 
to  protect  and  to  cherish;  above  all,  as  weakening, the 
matrimonial  tie,  upon  the  sanctity  of  which  depend 
''all  the  charities  of  father,  son,  and  brother."  The 
committee  will  not  enter  into  the  question  how  for  it 
may  be  wise  or  police  to  held  forth  to  the  world  this 
District  as  an  asylum  for  those  who  wish  to  obtain  ab- 
solutioB-from  the  marriage  vow.  They  will  content 
themselves  with  submitting  the  following  resolution : 

JUtoived,  That  the  pray^sr  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

WAR  T.VXES. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  order  of 
the  day. 
Mr.  Qbolson  said  he  had  witnessed  wUh  ex- 


treme regret,  the  dissatisfi^ction  that  was  preva- 
lent amoBgat  his  frieudv  in  cooeequeace  of  the 
rejection  of  the  resolution  recommendiog  a  tax 
on  salt.  He  had  Toied  against  that  particular 
resolution,  and,  after  reviewing  with  the  most 
rigid  impartiality  bis  conduct  upon  that  occasion, 
he  could  perceive  iiv  it  nothing  to  diHapprove.  1 
most  distinctly  and  explicitly,  said  Mr.  G.,  upon 
that  occasion,  stated  in  my  place  that,  if  the  salt 
tax  could,  by  anjr  gentleman,  be  shown  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  equalize  the  system  of  taxation,  I  was 
ready  to  yield  my  assent  to  it,  ahhoueti}  as  was 
acknowledged,  it  would  operate  with  peculiar 
hardship  on  all  the  middle  country,  a  section  of 
which  I  hare  the  honor  to  represent.  Neither 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Commiuee  of 
Ways  and  Means^  nor  any  other  gentleman,  up- 
dertook  to  prove  that  this  tax  was  requisite  to  pro- 
duoe  this  equal  effect.  I,  iporeover,  then  sutad, 
as  1  now  declare,  that  I  was,  and  am  prepared  to 
go  as  far  as  any  man  in  providing  the  necessary 
revenue  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  country  in 
the  approaching  contest*  .  My  object  was  to  im- 
pose the  taxes  on  subjects  that  could  best  bear 
them.  I  thought  there  were  many  objects  of 
taxation  preferable  to  salt,  (an  indispensable  of 
life,)  and  wa^  desirous  of  raising  the  amount  con- 
templated from  salt  by  a  tax  on  whiskey,  an  ad- 
dition to  the  direct  tax,  or  in  any  other  inore 
eligible  mode.  But  ii  now  seems  that,  if  the 
article  of  salt  is  excluded,  the  whole  system  of 
taxation  will  be  endangered.  We  are  told  in 
conversation,  since  the  vote  on  the' salt  tax,  that . 
the  system  which  has  been  presented  by  Uie  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  is  a  system  of  com- 
promise and  concession,  and  that  it  must  be  taken 
altogether,  the  bad  with  the  good ;  that,  if  we 
pay  the  salt  tax,  the  Eastern  and  the  Western, 
country  will  suffer  peculiarlv  by  an  inci^ease  of 
the  impos^  and  by  the  land  tax.  The  middle 
country  will  experience  i^  exemption  from  these  i 
particular  burdens^  Sooner  than  this  measure 
sbould  fail;  sooner  than  we  should  not  provide 
for  the  expenses  we  have  incurred  to  resist  tha 
encroachments  of  our  enemy ;  sooner,  in  fine, 
than  degrade  and  disgrace  the  nation,  I  believe  it 
would  be  better  for  us  to  take  the.  whole  draught, 
just  as  it  has  been  proposed.  Yes,  sir,  perhaps  I 
might  sjay,  even  if  it  were  hemlock.  I,  sir,  would 
vote  two  dollars  a  bushel  on  salt,  rather  than 
see  the  present  eoufse  of  policy  frustrated^^  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  who  form  the  inajority  have  all  the 
same  end  in  rww :  the  maintenance  of  the  rights 
honor,  and  independence  of  the  country  against 
the  lawless  aggressions  of  our  enemy.  To  attain 
this  end.  I  would  take'  the  best  means.  Rather 
than  be  defeated  in  the  accomplishment  of  it,  I 
would  agree  to  any  means  not  absolutely  intoler- 
able. It  is  therefore  that  I,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, will  concede  much  of  my  own  opinion,  in 
order  to  harmonize  with,  an^  conciliate  those 
with  whom  I  unfortunately  disagree  on, this 
particular  point.  Concession  and  compromise, 
among  those  who  have  the  same  coramoa  object, 
are  often  indispensable  duties.  It  is  by  this  sen- 
timent, sir,  that  I  am  actuated.    We  should  not 
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dispute  araoa^  ourselves.  It  is  by  union  and  har- 
mony only  that  we  can  serre  our  con»tituents.  I, 
for  one,  will  pledge  myself  that  I  will  furnish  no 
cause  of  schism  amongst  our  friends.  I  am  hap- 
py, said  he,  in  indulging  the  hope  that  several  of 
my  friends,  with  whom  I  have  acted  on  this  sub- 

t'ect,  and  who  have,  I  doubt  not,  been  influenced 
»y  the  same  motives  with  myself,  Will  concur 
with  me  in  the  motion  I  am  about  to  make.  Un- 
der these  impressions.  I  move' you,  sir,  to  recon- 
sider the  vote,  of  Friday  last,  on  the  resolution 
imposing  a  tax  on  »alt. 

Mr.Nfii^ON  said  he  should  feel  no  disposition 
to  object  to  any  gentleman  reconsidering  any  vote 
which  he  baci  given,  if  it  could  be  said  that  it 
had  been  given  with  precipitancy,  or  without 
mature  deliberation.  Biit,  when  he  reflected  that 
this  question  was  not  for  the  flrst  time  beipre  the 
House;  that  at  an  enr]y  period  of  the  session,  two 
distinct  propositions  ot  this  nature  had  been  re- 
ieeted  auer  debate ;  that  the  same  question  had 
been  again  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
House;  aiod  that  the  mind  of  every  man  Was 
brought  to  bear  upon  it,  and  that  it  was  then  de* 
eided  that  a  tax  shotild  not  be  laid — he  could 
find' no  apology  for  reconsidering  that  dis>cussioii. 
He  found  no  apology  in  the  reason  assigned,  that 
its  rejection  was  evidence  of  an  indisposition  to 
assert  the  rights  of  the  Qovcrnment.  I  do  not, 
taid  Mr.  N.,  feel  myeelf  amenable  to  this  cen^ 
sure,  because,  let  it  be  known,  that  when  I  take  a 
uz  away  from  one  subject,  I  shall  not  hesitate 
a  nftoiiient  to  impose  it  to  an  equal  amount  on 
another;  Away,  the»;  with  the  idea  that,  by  the 
rejection  of  this  item,  w«  shall  break  up  ihe  plan 
of  the  €k)vemment ;  more  especially,  let  not  such 
an  argument  hav«  weight,  when  i  shall  show 
that  this  tax  is  incapable  of  producing  any  ma- 
terial revenue  whatever. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had,  indeed,  been  astonished 
to  hear  a  gentleman  say  that  the  rejection  of  this 
item  wouidiKcak  up  the  whole  system ;  that  there 
was  such  symmetry  in  the  report  that,  take  away 
bnt  one  member,  and  the  whole  fabric  was  dis- 
solved. The  symmetry  of  the  system  had  not  so 
forcibly  struck  him.  lie  saw  deformity  in  it.  He 
saw  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  discordant  materi- 
als mixed  up  together;  but  not  so  intimately  in- 
terwoven that  they  cannot  be  separated.  Let 
this  it^m  be  omitted^  as  it  may  be,  without  a  de- 
rangement of  ihesystem,and  tfre  a  mount  expect- 
ed to  accrue  from  it  be  levied  on  some  article 
more  productive,  which  will  raise  a  revenue  more 
adequate  to  the  end  which  it  is  the  object  of  the 
report  to  attain. 

This  is  the  third  time  this  session  that  the 
question  bow  under  consideration  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (said  Mr.  N-) 
what  is  the  objt?ct  of  this  proposition  1  Whether 
it  be  intended  as  a  protecting  duty  on  the  manu- 
facture of  salt,  or  as  a  source  of  revenue,  an  un- 
failing certain  source  of  revenue  in  time  of  pres- 
sure ?  If  we  are  told  that  the  object  is  to  impose 
this  as  a  protecting  duty  on  the  manufacture  of 
this  article,  I  will  ask  of  the  gentleman  where  is 


the  necessity  of  giving  this  protection  7  Is  there 
any  large  capital  necessary  for  carrying  on  salt 
works  ?  Do  they  require  any  great  complication 
of  machinery  ?  Let  gentlemen  turn  their  eye  to 
Turk's  Island,  the  gpreat  source  from  which  sup- 
plies of  salt  are  drawn.  Receptacles  for  the  sale 
water  are  dug  on  the  open  beach,  where  the  salt 
is  formed  by  the  process  of  evaporation.  The 
salt  is  then  heaped  up,  and  thence  carried  to  the 
store- houses.  The  same  process  takes  place  in 
the  manufacture  of  that  article  oa  our  seacoasu 
It  is  true  that  at  the  saline  works  on  our  frontier 
boilers  are  Used.  .  But  is  there  such,  a  peculiar 
complication  of  machinery  required,  ioTolTing 
great  expense,  that  the  Government  is  to  hold 
out  encouragement  exclusively  to  this  manufac- 
ture ?  Permit  me  to  say,  eten  if  were  so,  it  will 
sufficiently  feel  the  protecting  influence  of  the 
Government.  The  moment  we  are  involved  in 
war  all  foreign  salt  will  be  excluded,  except  that 
which  comes  into  the  country  indirectly  and  im- 
properly. A  sufficient  bounty  on  manufacture 
will  be  afforded  by  the  monopoly  of  supply  such 
a  state  of  things  will  foster.  This,  therefore,  can- 
not be  considered  as  a  protecting  duty ;  it  cannot 
be  considered  in  that  light,  when  we  find  it  in- 
corporated in  a  system  of  taxation,  which,  we 
are  told,  is  necessary  to  raise  a  revenue. to  enable 
us  to  wield  the  energies  of  the  nation  against  a 
ibreign  enemy. 

But,  when  i  turn  my  ey^ss  to  the  subject  of  this 
tax  on  salt,  which  is  the  source  whence  it  is  cal- 
culated thai  a  revenue  of  $400,000  is  to  be  de- 
rived, I  am. content  to  discard  the  idea  that  the 
salt  ux  is  a  tax  on  the  poor  man ;  tha^  he  who 
eats  but  little  meat  must  mingle  with  the  sah 
he  uses  the  reflection,  that  he  pays  a  tax  for  this 
necessary  of  life,  of  which,  from  the  absence  of 
other  condiments  which  the  more  affluent  use,  be 
consunaes  -  more  than  they.  .  Putting  all  this  out 
of  view,  I  will  view  th^^  question  merely  on  the 
ground  of  a  tax  productive  of  revenue  to  the 
amount  which  is  calculated  to  be  drawn  from  it. 
What,  asked  Mr.  N.,  is  the  fi^reatest  revenue 
which  has  ever  been  drawn  from  salt?  Five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  the  most  prosperous 
times  of  commerce,  is  the  utmost  which  this  tax 
would  produce.  Whence  is  salt  imported  ?  Prom 
Spain,  St.  Ubes,  Portugal,  Liverpool,  and  a  small 
portion  from  the  West  Indies.  Viewing  this 
question  as  a  statesman  ought  to  look  at  it,  I 
would  not  calcubite  on  the  Buropean  portion  of 
this  trade;  i  would  caloulate  on  the  whole  Bn* 
ropean  supply  being  precluded,  and  our  import 
of  salt  confined  to  the  West  Indies-— the  total  of 
which  is  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  amouat  we 
usual  I V  import.  In  1807.  the  revenoe  of  the 
United  States  dmounted  to  upwards  of  sixteen 
millions  of  dollars.  According  to  the  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  revenue 
derivable  from  commerce  during  a  war,  our  rev- 
enue from  that  source  will  be  reduced  to  about 
one  eighth  part  of  what  it  was  during  the  year 
1807.  The  amount  of  salt  imported  into  the 
United  States  during  the  vear  1807,  was  about 
three  and  a  third  milliona  or  bushels.    If  we  only 
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allow  the  importatioa  of  salt,  to  be  reduced  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  general  ioiporc — that  is  to 
say,  about  one-eighth  of  the  repeal  importation— 
we  shall  find  jon  calculation  that  thequayity  im- 
ported will  be  about  four  hundred  and  seventeen 

'thousand  eight  hundred  bushels,  on  which  a  tax 
of  twenty  cents  per  bushel  will  produce  only 
eighty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars.  But  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  calculated  the  revenue  de- 
rivaoie  from  this  source  at  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  !  I  do  not  believe,  sir,  as  our  importation 
will  be  reduced  seven-eighth^,  that  you  will  get 
fifty  thousand  from  it.  f  put  then  out  of  the  ar- 
gunaent  the  operation  of  this  tax  upon  an  indispen- 
sable necessary  of  life ;  the  argument  in  its  sup- 
port, bottomed  on  the  revenue  it  will  produce, 
must  fail ;  it  will  not  produce  one-eighth  of  the 
estimated  amount. 

But  suppose  my  calculations  are  not  certainly 
accurate;  suppose  it  only  doubtful  whether  the 

•source  be  fallible  whence  a  revenue  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  is  estimated  to  be  drawn. 
Is  it  the  policy  of  a  wise  statesman  to  lay  a  tax, 
the  productiveness  of  which  is  doubtful  ?  If  the 
revenue  be  deficient  when  the  pinch  of  war 
comes,  what  are  we  to  resort  tu  as  a  substitute? 
I  would  much  prefer,  to  this  tax,  to  add  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  the  amount  of  the  direct 
tax,  which  would,  at  least,  not  be  drawn  from 
the  hard-working  mass  of  the  community,  but 
from  richer  subjects.  It  would  be  wise  to  resort 
to  this  mode  of  raising  a  revenue  in  preference 
to  the  precarious  tax  on  salt,  because,  like  that,  it 
cannot  fail — the  land  is  a  pledge  for  the  payment 
of  the  tax;  the  salt  is  not  here  to  be  pledged,  and 
never  may  be.  ^ 

I  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  whether  it  is  intended  to  connect 
with  this  duty  the  former  drawback  or  bounty  on 
its  exportation;  for,  if  we  do  that,  I  find,  byturn- 
ing  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, that  the  bounty  on  its  exportation  will 
amount  to  $188,000,  double  or  treble  the  whole 
revenue  which  will  probably  be  received  from 
this  tax,  and  more  than  could,  in  any  view,  be 
derived  from  the  importations  into  the  country 
whence  the  fishermen  sail  who  have  heretofore 
received  this  bounty. 

I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  not  viewed 
this  subject  as  I  have ;  that  he  has  not  examined 
into  the  amount  of  our  usual  importation  in  the 
most  prosperous  times.  I  cannot  helieve  that  that 
astute  and  discerning  gentleman  has  not  turned 
bis  eyes  to  this  subject,  so  as  to  see  what  revenue 
this  tax  will  produce;  that  he  cannot  see,  if  the 
revenue  from  commerce  is  to  experience  k  depre- 
ciation from  sixteen  millions  to  two  millions  ^vt 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  imjiortation  of  salt 
must  be  at  least  proportionably  diminished.  He 
must,  then,  view  this  tax  as  a  protecting  duty  on 
salt,  and  not  as  a  source  of  revenue.  I  am  against 
affording  this  protecting  duty  at  the  expense  of 
the  poor,  the  laborious,  and  the  industrious ;  those 
who  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows. 
12th  Con.  Ist  S£ss.--*36 


I  object  to  it  because  salt  is  an  article  involving 
no  great  expense  in  maniufacture,  and  because 
there  is  no  justice  in  exclusively  patronizing  this 
manufacture,  when  others  do  not  experience  the 
favor  of  the  Qovernmeot. 

I  trust,  therefore,  sir,  that  those  gentlemen  who 
at  our  Last  sitting  were  convinced  this  duty  ought 
'not  to  be  imposed,  will  stand  firm  to  their  posts, 
and  not  be  driven  from  them  by  any  alarm  excitea 
about  abandoning  the  Government,  or  w>'aken- 
ing  the  ineasures  which  the  exigency  calls  for. 
I  have  no  fear  for  myself  of  any  such  imputation ; 
for,  be  it  remembered,  that  whiUt  I  discard  this 
tax,  as  unworthy  the  consideration  of  a  statesman^ 
I  am  prepared  to  substitute  for  it  some  one  more 
efficient  and  better  calculated  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  is  designed. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  that  having  heretofore  given 
his  views  on  the  subject  pretty  much  at  large,  he 
had  refrained  from  entering  into  the  discussion, 
which  had  taken  place  on  the  subject  a  day  or 
twoa^o;  and  did  not  propose  now  to  say  much 
upon  It.  It  has  been  said,  that  this  was  a  tax^ 
bearing  peculiarly  hard  on  the  middle  country.*^ 
Mr,  B.  said  he  acknowledged  that  he  considered 
it  a  tax  operating  on  the  middle  countrv  more 
than  our  seaboard  or  on  the  Western  frontier. 
But  there  were  various  other  taxes  proposed  by 
this  report,  which  had  an  important  and  heavy 
bearing  on  the  people  of  the  seaboard  and  cities, 
and  on  the  people  of  the  Western  waters,  by 
which  the  people  of  the  Western  country  would 
he  comparatively  little  affected.  I  am,  said  Mr. 
B.,  what  is  called  a  middle  country  man,  living 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  seaboard; 
and  it  would  be  far  from  me  to  impose  heavy 
taxes  on  such  people  unnecessarily.  The  draw- 
backs, tonnage  duty,  and  stadips,  will  operate  al- 
most exclusively  on  the  seaboard  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  cities  will  pay  their  full  proportion  of 
the  internal  taxes.  The  direct  tax  will  operate 
with  peculiar  severity  on  the  Western  country, 
it  may  be. 

Mr.  Wright.— Mr.  Speaker:  I  regret  that  the 
honorable  member  from  Virginia,  ^Mr.  Qhol- 
80N,)  who  on  Friday  last  voted  against  the  tax 
of  twenty  cents  on  salt,  should  now  propose  the 
reconsideration  of  that  subject,  with  a  view  of 
fixing  this  unequal,  and  of  course  unjust  tax  on 
the  people  of  the  United  Statesu  or  rather  on  a 
part  of  them ;  however,  I  hope,  that  all  the  "  out- 
uf-door  management,"  which  the  gentleman  po- 
litely calls  the  interference  at  his  friends,  will  not 
produce  such  a  result,  particularly  as  the  gentle- 
man has  informed  us  that  he  is  not  dissatisfied 
with  his  own  vote. 

Sir,  when  a  subject  is  fully  and  fairly  discussed 
and  decided,  gentlemen  ought  to  acquiesce  in 
the  decision  of  a  majority,  the  vital  principle  of  a 
Republican  Government. 

The  reconsideration  of  a  subject  reflects  on  the 
House  for  the  immaturity  of  their  decision,  and 
ought  not  hastily  to  be  adopted.  Sir,  are  we  a  set 
of  weathercocks,  to  be  turned  about  by  every  idle 
wind  ?  No !  I  hope  not,  let  it  blow  from  what 
quarter  it  may.    Are  we  ready  to  present  the  an- 
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gracious  spectacle  of  recording  our  opiDions  for 
and  against  the  same  thing?  In  the  first  case, 
on  a  Kill  discussion  of  the  subject  on  both  sides  ; 
in  the  second,  under  the  "out-of-doors"  influence, 
which  the  gentleman  has  informed  us  has  induced 
him  to  make  the  motion.  For  the  honor  of  the 
House  1  hope  this  motion  will  not  succeed. 

Sir,  at  the  last  session,  when  the  question  for 
rechartering  the  odious  British  bank  was  before 
us,  we  had  to  encounter  the  influence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  ;  and  after  it  was  rejected 
by  this  House,  he,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  the 
Senate,  where  it  was  a^tated,  but  fortunately 
rejected,  endeavored  to  impress  its  importance 
on  the  nation,  and  by  these  means  to  force  it  on 
the  people.  Now,  at  this  session,  he  has  told  us, 
that,  if  we  had  a  National  Bank,  we  should  have 
DO  occasion  to  resort  to  internal  taxes,  thereby 
calling  the  American  people  to  review  the  con- 
duct of  their  Representatives,  in  not  continuing 
that  bank,  and  thereby  to  fix  the  odium  of  these 
odious  taxes  on  the  National  Legislature.  Now 
a  system  of  taxes  is  presented,  truly  odious  in  my 
opinion  to  the  people,  to  disgust  them  with  their 
Representatives,  and  to  chill  the  war  sj)irit.  Yet 
it  is.  under  Treasury  influence,  to  be  impressed 
on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
through  them  upon  the  House. 

Sir,  I,  as  a  Representative  of  jthe  people,  feel 
it  my  duty  to  resist  it  with  all  my  energies,  and 
not  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of  nay  country  at  the 
shrine  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any 
other  department ;  though  I  strongly  incline  to 
believe  his  projected  system  of  taxes  has  not  their 
preference. 

Sir,  is  there  anythinjg  of  originality  in  this  sys- 
tem ?  No  !  It  is  treading  in  the  muddy  footsteps 
of  his  oflBcial  predecessors,  in  attempting  to  strap 
round  the  necks  of  the  people  this  odious  system  of 
taxation,  adopted  by  them,  for  which  they  have 
been  condemned  by  the  people  and  dismissed  from 
power.  We  all  recollect  the  clamor  againt  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration  for  this  system  of  odious 
stamp  taxes  and  excises,  and  the  niore  odious  host 
of  tax  gatherers,  who  were  let  loose  upon  the  peo- 
ple, by  whose  appointments  and  patronage  the 
country  was  then  overrun  with  electioneering 
agents  for  that  Administration.  We  all  had  a 
hand  in  impressing  this  opinion  upon  the  people 
at  that  time;  and  I  yet  religiously  believe  it  to 
have  been  a  correct  one. 

When  Mr.  Jefierson  came  into  office,  he,  as 
President,  advised  us  to  put  down  those  odious 
taxes,  and  we  repealed  the  law  ;  he  also  advised 
us  to  repeal  the  law  imposing  a  tax  on  salt,  as 
oppressive  to  the  poor,  and  we  did  so.  Arid  now, 
sir,  with  the  view  of  destroying  this  Adminis- 
tration, with  this  sentence  of  a  dismissal  of  our 
predecessors  in  office  before  our  eyes,  a  sentence 
not  only  sanctioned  but  executed  by  ourselves, 
we  are  to  be  pressed  into  a  system  known  to  be 
odious  in  the  sight  of  the  people,  and  which  on 
its  first  presentation  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  by  them  submitted  to  us,  produced 
such  an  excitement  in  the  House. 


Sir,  having  heretofore  made  these  charges 
against  our  political  opponents,  how  can  we  de- 
fend ourselves  against  their  just  odium?  Are 
we  pre[1lired  to  urge  their  correctness  now,  which 
we  then  so  successfullv  denounced  ?  No,  sir.  L 
acted  then  on  principle,  which  is  immutable; 
and  I  am  satisfied  the  people  did  so  too,  and  that 
they  will  not  be  found  to  approve  in  us  ^wfaat 
they  condemned  in  our  predecessors.  I  am  not 
so  delirious  as  to  take  the  deleterious  draught,  hj 
which  our  political  enemies  were  destroyed  ;  it 
would  be  political  suicide. 

Sir,  the  proposition  to  lay  a  tax  of  tventy 
cents  on  salt  ought  to  be  rejected  ;  it  is  unequal  ia 
its  operation  on  the  United  States,  and  it  is  op- 
pressive to  the  poor.  By  the  Constitution  it  u 
provided,  as  a  guard  against  the  inequalitr  of 
taxes  among  the  States,  that  direct  taxes  shall  be 
appoitioned  among  the  States  by  the  rate  of  re- 
presentation ;  this  fixes  the  principle  bf  which 
the  States  should  contribute  to  the  "common, 
defence  and  general  welfare."  Does  the  tax  oa 
salt  operate  in  this  ratio  on  the  respective  States? 
No,  sir,  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio, 
the  Western  Territories,  are  entirely  supported 
by  home  made  salt;  the  greater  part  of  New 
York,  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
western  part  of  Virginia,  are  so  in  a  great  measure; 
and  at  some  of  the  salt-works,  we  are  informed, 
at  a  price  not  exceeding  ten  cents.  These  parts 
of  the  Union  will,  therefore,  pay  no  tax  on  im- 
ported salt.  On  Friday,  it  was  proposed  to  lay  a 
tax  of  ten  cents  on  home  made  salt,  they  who 
did  not  contribute  by  the  tax  on  imported  salt 
might  pay  something  to  the  support  of  the  war 
by  the  tax  on  country  salt ;  but  this  was  not  only 
rejected,  but  those  who  opposed  the  tax  of  twenty 
cents  on  imported  salt  were  denounced  as  being 
opposed  to  taxes  to  carry  oq  the  \7ar,and  insinua- 
tions made  that  they  were  against  the  war.  I 
think  those  who  do  not  use  imported  salt,  and  who 
are  opposed  to  the  tax  of  ten  cents  on  country  salt, 
ought  to  have  had  the  modesty  of  being  silent  oa 
the  subject. 

Sir,  the  tax  on  imported  salt  will  operate  as  a 
bounty  on  home  made  salt,  a  net  profit  to  the 
manufacturer  of  that  article,  which  be  will  levy 
on  the  consumer;  ten  cents  of  which,  by  way  of 
tax,  I  wished  to  draw  into  the  Treasury,  but  this 
was  rejected. 

So  much  have  I  urged  against  the  unequal 
bearing  of  this  salt  tax  on  the  res[)ective  States ; 
but,  sir,  I  have  a  still  stronger  objection  to  it,  its  op- 
pression of  the  poor.  Salt  is  not  only  a  necessary 
but  an  indispensable,  which  the  poor  cannot  do 
without,  and  a  poor  family  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers  will  consume  as  much  salt  as  a  rich  fam- 
ily, and  of  course  pay  as  much  of  the  tax  on  salt. 
Sir,  can  this  be  right?  No  !  Let  us  lay  it  directly 
on  property,  whereby  all  will  be  taxed  in  proportion 
to  their  wealth,  the  only  mode  in  which  taxes  can 
be  laid  by  the  Constitution  of  Maryland^  whereby 
the  poor  are  protected  from  oppressive  taxes. 
Sir,  We  ought  to  recollect  that  we  are  now  on  the 
eve  of  a  war,  in  which  we  shall  have  to  pay  a 
tax  in  blood,  and  that  the  poor  will  pay  this  tax 
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'       in  the  ratio  of  the  privates  to  the  officers,  and 
^       yet  yoa  make  the  poor  pay  ao  eaual  salt  tax, 
which  at  all  times  would  be  unequal  and  oppres- 
'       aive,  but  at  this  time  impolitic  and  cruel. 

Sir,  in  the  Federalist,  the  work  of  Mr«  Madison 

'       and  Mr.  Hamilton,  we  are^told,  that,  in  the  selec- 

doQ  of  articles  of  taxation,  it  ought  to  be  made 

'       so   ad  to  bear  equally  througfhout  the  United 

'       States,  and  that,,  if  after  the  selection  of  an  arti- 

'      cle,  the  practical  result  proved  it  unequal,  it  ought 

'       to  be  discontinued ;  but  now  we  are  advised  by 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuty  to  lay  a  tax  of 

>       twenty  cents  on  imported  salt,  an  article  knowi> 

I       not  to  be  used  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio, 

the  Western  Territories,  the  greater  part  of  New 

York,  the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  and  the 

western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  at  the 

rate  of  forty  per  cent.,  id  valorem^  on  an  indis- 

pei^bie  to  the  poor,  when    even  on  luxuries 

DO  ad  vakrem  duty  ever  exceeded  twenty  per 

cent. 

Sir,  in  the  tim«  of  General  Wasbington's 
Administration,  spirits  distilled  in  the  United 
States  out  of  foreign  articles  were  taxe^d  at  the 
rate  of  from  eight  to  twenty-five  cents,  according 
to  the  proof;  and  spirits  distilled  out  of  domestic 
materials  were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  from  seven  to 
eighteen  cents  per  gallon,  according  to  the  proof* 
But  now,  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  and  as  a  war  tax^ 
when  we  have  doubled  the  dutjr  on  foreign  ma- 
terials, and  raised  the  duty  on  imported  spirits 
from  thirty  to  sixty  cents  per  gallon,  we  have 
been  advised  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  lay  a  tax  on  whiskey^  of  three  cents  per  gallon, 
and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and. Means  have 
had  the  address  to  reduce  even  that  to  not  a  cent 
<  and  a  quarter  per  gallon  ;  but  it  must  and  will  be 
recollected,  that  two  of  that  committee  are  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  who  are  so  favored 
by  this  system. 

Sir,  by  the  report  of  the  nurshals  heretofore 
made,  nearly  twenty-four  millions  of  gallons  of 
whiskey  were  made  in  this  country  per  year, 
which  by  the  hi^h  price  on  imported  spirits,  un< 
der  a  duty  of  sixty  cents,  will  be  increased  to 
thirty  millions,  I  have  no  doubt;  which  at' ten 
cents,  would  produce  $3,000,000;  but  it  is  proposed 
to  make  it  produce  ^75,0d0  only,  not  one  cent 
per  gallon.    Thus,  in  time  of  war,  a  tax  of  not 
one  cent  per  gallon,  is  to  be  put  on  whiskey, 
*  which,  under  General  Washington's  Adminis- 
tration, in  time  of  peace*  was  taxed  from  seven 
to  eighteen  cents  per  gallon ;  but.  notwithstand- 
ing that  petty  tax  on  whiskey,  and  no  tax  on 
home  made  salt,  sixty  cents  per  gallon  is  put  on 
imported  spirits,  twenty  cents  on  salt,  five  cents 
on  brown  sugar,  and  the  carriage  tax,  heretofore 
so  unequal,  is  to  be  raised  more  tnan  one  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  former  tax  on  carriages ;  and  al- 
though those  reasons  have  been  ureed  against 
this  unequal  and  oppressive  tax  with  a  proposi- 
i       tion  to  lay  it  on  property,  yet  we  are  charged 
I       with  having  no  stomach  to  the  war,  and  because 
I       we  will  not  submit  to  oppression  at  home,  we 
I       will  not  resist  it  abroad.    This  is  their  modern 
t       logic,  but  I  have  perfect  confidence  that  from 


such  premises  the  people  will  draw  very  different 
conclusions. 

Sir,  that  my  objections  may  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood, and  the  inequality  of  the  proposed  sys- 
tem in  its  bearing  on  Maryland  precisely  stated, 
I  will  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  eighteen  hundred.  Then  Maryland 
paid  more  of  the  tax  on  carriages  than  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania,  and  nearly  double  the  tax  paid 
either  by  North  or  South  Carolina,  and  this  tax 
is  to' be  doubled.  Then  Maryland  with  eight 
Representatives,  paid  $86,718.  While  Virginia, 
with  nineteen  Representatives,  paid  $144,168; 
and  North  Carolina  with  ten  Representatives, 
paid  $46,479,  and  yet  we  must  not  complain. 
From  the  same  report  it  does  not  appear  that 
Kentucky  paid  anything,  and  I  am  informed 
that  it  cost  the  United  States  ^'vq  thousand  dol- 
lars in  the  costs  of  non-suits,  to  no  purpose. 
And,  sir,  so  obnoxious  were  some  of  these  taxes 
in  Pennsylvania,  that  we  need  not  now  be  told  of 
the  insurrection  against  them,  and  the  army  that 
marched  to  q^uell  it.  And  yet,  sir,  the  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  McKeb)  and  the 
honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smi*- 
lie)  are  among  the  most  strenuous  advocates  of 
this  system  ;  but  when  its  bearing  on  their  con- 
stituents is  understood,  they  will  for|;ive  them, 
lam  not  one  of  the  admirers  of  such  disinterested 
patriotism,  and  such  devotion  to  impose  equal 
taxes  on  all  for  the  ^^  general  defence  and  com- 
mon welfare."  However,  I  trust  that  this  ques- 
tion will  not  be  settled  by  their  standard,  but  by 
the  standard  of  the  Constitution.  And  that  I,  as 
a  Representative  ot  Maryland,  shall  be  excused 
for  endeavoring  to  prevent  my  constituents  from 
bearing  more  than  their  just  proportion  of  taxes, 
when  1  pledge  myself,  they  will  always  be  ready 
and  witting  to  pay  their  just  proportion  in  blood 
or  treasure  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  a  bleeding 
country,  and  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  impressed  seamen. 

Messrs.  McKec«  Smilib,  and  Chevbs,  supported 
the  motion. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  decided 
in  the  afiirmative — yeas  70,  nays  53,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WtlUam  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  WU- 
liam  A,  Burwell,  William  Butlei^  John  C.  CalhouDi 
Langdon  Chaves,  Lewis  Gondict,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  AyUtt  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty^ 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcal^  James  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthoay  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun., 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  WiUiam 
Strong,  Uri  Tracy,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup, 
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Charles  Tttrner,  jr^  WUIuiib  Widgery,  mod  Richard 
Winn. 

Kati — ^John  Baker,  Darid  Bard,  Abi^  Bigelow, 
Harraanofl  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  Eptphroditas  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Ckj,  James  Cochran, 
WilEam  Crawfirrd,  John  Davenfort,  ir.,  Samoel  Dins- 
Boof,  WilliaB  Elj,  James  Emott,  James  Pisk,  Asa 
F^lch,  Charles  Goldsboroiigh,  Edwin  Qraj,  John  A. 
Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  jr«,  Ljman  Law,  Joseph  La- 
fever,  Joseph  Lewi%  jr^  Robert  Le  IBbaj  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  WiOiam  Me- 
Coj,  Jonathtn  O.  Moseley,  Hogh  l^dsom,  Joseph  Pear- 
saoy  Timotlnr  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgelj,  John  Rhea,  WiUiam  Rodman,  Samoel 
Shew,  Daniel  Shefiej,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stoart,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tsllmadge,  Lsban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Robert  Whitchill, Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
for  imposing  a  doty  of  twenty  cenu  per  buabel 
on  imported  salt,  without  further  debate,  and  car- 
ried—^eas  66,  nays  54.  as  follows  : 

Ybas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  8te«. 
•nson  Archer,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  WiW 
liam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  WU- 
liam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lewis  Condict,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshaok  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hjrneroan,  luchard  M.Johnson,  Joseph  Rent, 
Willism  R.  King,  Abner  Lscock,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor, 
Sampel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Jas. 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jofiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
arts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  jr^  William  Widgny,  and  Richazd  Winn. 

NATs—John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
Harmanus  Blsecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Eryah 
Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  Jamea  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  John  Dav- 
enport, jr.,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James 
EmoU,  James  Fiak,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Edwin  Gray,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Jonathan  0. 
Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John 
Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
John  Hhea,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  SbefTey,  John 
Smith  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  McKiM  then  renewed  his  motion  to  amend 
the  resolution  for  taxing  stilU,  by  substituting  for, 
a  part  of  it  tbe  following  clause  to  impose  a  duty : 

^  On  all  spirits  distilled  wholly  or  in  part  from  for- 


eign materials,  at  diflerent  rates,  to  average  twcatf- 
eight  cents  per  gallon. 

**  On  sll  spirits  distHled  vrbolly  from  donest 
and  produce,  at  any  distflleiy  where  there  m 
more  stills  of  more  capacity,  singly  or  together,  t 
one  hundred  snd  fifty  gallons,  at  difiercnt  raftaa,  t0  av- 
erage twenty-five  cents  per  gallon. 

*And  on  licences  to  distil  spirits  in  all  adiar  8t3i  si 
the  following  rates." 

[The  rates  which  follow  aretn  the  ori^nal  re»> 
olotion,  915  on  other  stills  employed  in  distilliiig 
from  fruit,  and  $15  on  all  other  stills  employed 
in  distilling  from  domestic  materials.] 

^he  Speakbb  declaring  it  to  be  necessary  that 
all  such  propositions  should  first  be  discussed  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  McKnc  moved  to  recommit  the  resolatiom 
proposed  to  be  amended,  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  raakii^g  the  above 
amendment. 

Tbisraotioa  was  opposed  by  Mr.  JoBif8oif,aad 
Mr.  Smilie,  and  supported  by  Mr.  PibK,  when  the 
House  adjoiirQed  without  deciding  the  question. 


TpBSDAT,  March  3. 
WAR  TAXEa 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  constderaiion  of 
the  order  of  the  day,  viz:  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  war  uzea. 

Mr.  McEim'b  motion  to  recommit  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  the  resolution  embracing  a 
tax  on  whiskey,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  it, 
being  still  under  consideration-— 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  when  this  subject  was  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  Thursday  last, 
under  an  amendment  which  f  then  had  the  honor 
to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  object  of  the 
amendment,  which  was  the  same  in  substance  as 
that  now  offereJ,  was  not  generally  understood. 
I  believed  many  gentlemen  supposed  that  my  sole 
object  was  to  equalize  the  taxes  proposed,  or  to 
modify  the  general  sjrstem  of  taxation  proposed 
by  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  so  as 
that  it  should  have  a  more  equal  bearing  on  the 
different  seetiocs  of  the  country,  and  on  the  dif- 
ferent cla85es  of  society.  This,  it  is  true,  Mr. 
Speaker,  was  in  part  my  object,  but  this  was  only 
a  minor  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  great  object  I  had  in  Tiew,  by 
the  amendment,  was  to  diminish  the  number  of 
the  taxes  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  which  I  am  of  opinion  will  produce 
uoneee&sary  discontent,  distress,  and  oppressioo, 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  items  pro- 
posed to  be  taxed ;  and  by  the  proposition  I  had 
the  honor  to  submit,  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  a 
gallon  on  domestic  diaitilled  spirits,  I  believe  that 
six  millions  of  dollars  would  be  raised,  and  this 
sum,  with  the  additional  import  duty,  tonnage, 
and  other  direct  taxes  already  agreed  to  by  the 
Hou!«e,  will  raise  more  than  the  sum  required  by 
the  Government,  and,  if  the  amendment  be  agreed 
to,  we  may  safely  dismiss  all  the  other  internal 
taxes  proposed  by  the  committee.    To  provide  a 
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fund  that  would  enable  os  to  get  rid  of  the  other 
items  of  ioternal  taxation,  so  odious  in  their  na- 
ture, and  so  oppressive  in  their  operation,  was 
Che  principal  object  of  the  amendment  I  had  the 
honor  to  prdpoi>e  to  the  fifth  resolution.  I  do 
consider  this  amendment  of  importance,  if  viewed 
in  its  operation  and  effects  on  the  system  of  tax- 
ation proposed,  or  as  it  may  have  a  bearing  on 
th^  interests^  the  ease,  and  happiness  of  the  Amer- 
ican people ;  and  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
my  object  in  offering  the  amendment  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  not  fully  gnderstood,  I 
hope  the  House  will  indulge  me  b^  going  again 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  order  that 
the  subject,  now  better  understood,  may  there  be 
discussed. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  propose  by  their  report  to  raise  by  inter- 
nal, direct,  and  indirect  taxes  the  sum  of  four 
million  seven  hundred  and  tweuty^five  thousand 
dollars^  as  follows : 

On  licenses  to  distil  spirits,  the  stim  of  9275.000 
On  retailing  licenses  ...  500,000 
On  auction  licenses  -  -  -  *  150,000 
Excise  on  refined  siigar  ...  200,QOO 
By  carriage  tax  •  .  .  .  150,000 
By  stamp  tax    -        -        •,       -        -    450,000 


And  by  land  and  other  direct  taxes 


1,725,000 
.  3  000,000 


Total  of  in  ternal  taxes  proposed        -  4.725.000 


The  amendment  I  have  proposed,  of  twenty- 
iive  cents  a  gallop  on  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
may  safely  be  relied  on  to  produce  five  or  six 
millions  of  dollars.  This,  with  the  othe^  taxes 
agreed  to  hy  the  House,  will  give  more  money 
than  is  required  to  be  raised  by  the  report  of  the 
'Committee ;  and  with  this,  if  the  amendment  be 
agreed  to,  we  may  dismiss  al^the  other  internal 
taxes  proposed.  The  land  tax,  the  stamp  tax,  and 
ail  the  other  internal  taxes,  may  be  dismissed,  and 
with  them  the  trouble,  the  distress,  and  the  op- 
pression, that  must  necessarily  result  from  their 
imposition  and  cpllection. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  estimated  the  product  of 
the  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  domes- 
tic distilled  spirits  at  five  or  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  quantity  distilled  the  last  year  appears, 
by  returns  made  by  marshals,  ptirsuant  to  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  to  be  a  small  fraction  under 
twenty-four  millions  of  gallons.  From  those 
data  gentlemen  will  be  able  to  calculate  for  them- 
selves, and  satisfy  themselves  of  the  correctness 
of  my  estimate.  But  I  have  referred  to  a  docu- 
ment that  1  believe  has  never  been  laid  before 
the  House :  the  return  of  domestic  manufactures, 
made  by  the  marshals,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
present  session.  This  return  was  made  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  him  transmit- 
ted to  the  Committee  oi  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. It  was  examin.ed  by  the  members  of 
that  committee,  and  iy  several  other  members  of 
this  House.  I  think  Ihave  stated  the  quantity 
of  these  spirits  truly ;  but  if  not,  I  hope  some  gen- 


tlemen who  has  seen  the  document  will  correct 
me.  If  we  should  be  engaged  in  war,  and  I  see 
no  possible  way  to  avoid  it,  unless  we  bring  on 
ourselves,  and  on  the  nation,  the  utmost  degree 
of  degradation  and  disgrace,  then  that  supply  of 
foreign  spirits,  which  we  have  heretofore  derived 
from  the  British  West  Indies,  will  be  in  a  great 
measure  cut  off;  and  in  that  event,  the  home  dis- 
tillation will  probably  be  increased  to  twenty- 
eight  or  thirty  millions  of  gallons.  But  twenty- 
four  millions  will  answer  my  purpose;  twenty- 
four  millions,  if  the  amendment  be  adopted,  will 
yield  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars,  and  will  en- 
able us  to  dismiss  ^11  the  other  internal  taxes  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  taken  a  stand  that  can- 
not be  receded  from — a  stand  that  will  create  ex- 
pense; and  having  voted  with  the  majonty  to 
raise  armies,  to  equip  the  navy,  and  for  a  variety 
of  other  meiisures  of  a  warlike  aspect,  I  think  it 
my  duty  not  to  refuse  the  means  of  payment.  I- 
will,  therefore,  not  interfere  with  the  system  of 
taxation  proposed  by  the  Committer,  of  Ways 
and  Means,  until  1  have  first  found  a  substitute. 
I  will  not  refuse  any  of  the  taxes  they  propose 
until  I  have  selected  some  more  suitable  subject 
of  taxation — one  that  will  make  the  system  ope- 
rate more  equally  pn  the  different  sections  of  the 
country,  and  that  will  be  less  oppressive  in  its 
operation.  I  do  not  like  the  system  that  is  pro- 
posed. I  think  it  too  diffusive ;  that  it  embraces 
too  many  objects;  that  it  will  require  too  many 
officers ;  and  that  it  will  be  unnecessarily  trouble- 
some and  oppressive  in  its  operation.  I  will 
amend  it  if  I  can ;  but  if  I  cannot — if  the  amend- 
ment I  have  proposed  shall  not  obtain— much  aa 
I  dislike  it,  I  will  take  it  as  it  is.  I  think  it  my 
duty,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  concur  in 
raising  the  necessary  supplies  in  the  most  eligible 
and  least  oppressive  form  I  can  obtain  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,' the  tax  I  propose  is  said  to  be 
odiousb  because  it  is  an  excise.  True,  it  is  odious ; 
and  all  other  internal  taxes  are  odious,  and  nearly 
equally  odious,  whether  they  be  in  the  nature  of 
an  excise,  or  in  any  other  form.  But  will  a  tax 
of  twenty  five  cents  per  gallon  on  domestic  spirits 
be  more  odious  than  an  excise'  on  refined  sugar  ? 
Will  it  be  more  odious  than  a  stamp  tax,  or  a 
land,  tax,  or  any  other  of  the  internal  taxes,  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  7  I  think  not.  And  by 
the  adoption  of  this,  we  may  dismiss  all  the  others ; 
by  the  adoption  of  this,  we  may  strike  off  five- 
sixths  of  them,  and  about  five-sixths  of  all  the 
trouble,  vexation,  distress,  and  oppression,  they 
will  produce.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  look  at  this, 
and  compare  the  operation  of  the  system,  amended 
as  I  have  proposed,  with  whfit  it  wdl  be  in  its 
present  fornu  In  its  present  form,  a  multitude  of 
le^al  proviiiions  must  be  consulted  and  obeyed. 
Yqu  must  be  watched  and  controlled  in  the  man- 
agement of  your  concerns,  and  many  will  be 
dunned*  executed,  and  perplexed,  by  a  swarm  of 
officers,  that  must  be  appointed  to  carry  the  sys- 
tem into  effect,  and  a  vast  patronage  will  be 
created,  that  one  day  or  another  may  he  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  the  country.    If  the  amend- 
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ment  prevails,  no  trouble  or  yexatioo  can  accrue 
to  the  people  generally  from  the  operation  of  the 
tax  it  proposes.  The  great  mass  of  the  people 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  only  to  pay  a 
little  more  when  they  buy  their  liquor.  They 
will  have  no  laws  to  consult,  no  officers  to  watcn 
or  restrain  them  in  their  business,  none  to  dun, 
vex,  or  execute  them.  The  distiller  will  pay  the 
entire  of  this  tax  in  the  first  instance,  but  in  that 
he  is  not  injured  ;  he  will  recover  it  back  in  the 
sales  of  his  liquor  ;  he  adds  the  duty  to  the  cost 
of  the  article,  and  fixes  a  general  price  to  cover 
both  cost  and  duty,  and  to  yield  the  profit  he  pro- 
poses to  himself  by  the  business;  and  the  duty  is 
made  to  yield  him  as  good  a  profit  as  he  has  on 
the  cost  of  the  article ;  and  frequently  he  will  be' 
in  cash,  by  sales,  for  part  of  the  duty  before  he  is 
called  on  to  pay  it.  It  is  true  the  distillers  will 
have  lome  trouble  ;  they  will  have  to  consult  the 
law  and  obey  it,  and  they  will  be  visited  by  offi- 
cers. This,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  much  to  be  regretted ; 
but,  if  our  rights^are  to  be  defended,  the  Govern- 
ment must  raise  money  by  internal  taxes ;  non^ 
of  them  will  give  less  trouble  than  this;  and 
many  of  th^m  much  more.  £^ach  of  the  internal 
taxes  proposed  by  the  committee,  will.  I  conceive, 
be  productive  of  as  much  trouble  and  distress  as 
this,  and  will  not  altogether  produce  as  much 
money  as  this. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  tax  is  said  to  be  odious;  but 
why  is  it  odious?  Will  it  operate  more  oppres- 
sively than  any  of  the  internal  taxes  proposed  by 
the  committee  ?  It  will  not;  and  if,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  this,  we  get  rid  of  many  of  those,  its  ope- 
ration singly  will  be  much  less  oppressive  than 
their  operation  jointly.  I  care  nothing  for  names. 
When  a  tax  is  to  be  paid,  the  people  do  not  ask 
what  it  is  called;  they  ask  how  much  they  have 
to  pay,  and  how  much  trouhle  the  laying  and  col- 
lection of  it  will  impose  on  them.  The  tax  which 
is  easiest  paid,  that  gives  the  least  trouble,  and  is 
the  least  oppressive,  will  be  preferred  by  the 
'  people,  and  ought  to  be  preferred  by  this  House. 
The  honorable  committee  have  admitted  the  ex- 
cise principle  of  taxation;  they  have  recom- 
mended an  excise  on  refined  sugar ;  and  will  they 
say  that  an  excise  on  spirit  is  odious,  and  that  an 
excise  on  refined  suffar  is  innoxious  and  in  unison 
with  the  American  feeling?  Surely  they  will  not. 
The  same  odious  use  of  power  that  itiay  be  ne- 
cessary to  its  execution  in  the  one,  will  be  neces- 
sary in  the  other.  This  tax  on  refined  sugar  will 
produce  but  a  trifle;  on  spirits  it  will  produce  all 
the  money  required ;  and  if  you  adopt  it  on  the 
latter,  you  may  dismiss  it  from  the  former. 

Mr.  Speaker,  some  gentlemen  have  expressed 
a  wish  that  I  would  be  satisfied  with  a  tax  of  ten 
or  twelve  cents  per  gallon  on  home-distilled 
spirits.  This  would  not  answer  the  purpose  I 
have  in  view  ;  it  would  not  raise  the  money  re- 
quired; and  would  not  enable  us  to  get  rid  of  the 
other  odious  infernal  taxes  proposed  hy  the  Com- 
mittee. This  object  I  have  steiadily  in  view,  to 
reduce  the  number  of  the  taxes  proposed,  which 
will,  I  conceive,  proportionably  reduce  the  trouble, 
expense,  and  distress^  that  will  result  from  the 


proposed  system  of  taxation;  each  tax  will  have 
Its  laws  to  be  consulted ;  its  officers  to  control 
your  will  in  the  management  of  your  concerns; 
each  will  produce  its  peculiar  difficulties  and  dis- 
tress ;.and  the  more  you  can  reduce  their  number 
the  more  you  will  diminish  the  troubles  and  dls> 
tresses  of  the  system.  But  I  have  voted  the  ex- 
pense, and  I  will  not  reduce  the  means  of  pay- 
ment ;  I  will  take  the  taxes  in  the  best  form  I 
cap  get  them.  I  have  thought  a  tax  of  twenty- 
five  cents  a  gallon  on  home-distilled  spirits  neces- 
sary to  equalize  the  burden  of  taxes,  as  they  will 
operate  on  the  different  sections  of  the  Union,  and 
on  the  difierent  classes  of  society. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  objected  to  by*my  friends 
from  the  Westward,  as  operating  with  peculiar 
hardship  on  that  section  of  the  country.  We  are 
told  by  my  honorable  friend,  who  last  spoke.  (Mr» 
Grunot,)  that  almost  their  entire  crops  of  grain 
are  distilled ;  that  whiskey  is  in  general  use  to 
the  westward ;  that  it  is  the  general  beverage  of 
the  country ;  and  if  a  tax  be  laid  on  this  article, 
it  will  be  a  tax  on  the  industry  of  the  Western 
country  that  must  eheck  its  risfng  prosperity; 
that  1  may  well  advocate  this  tax,  coming  from 
Maryland,  where  no  whiskey  is  distilled,  and 
where  I  would  not  be  affected  by  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  considerable  quantity  of  spirit 
is  distilled  in  Maryland,  a^d  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  it  is  consumed  there ;  and  much  that  comes 
from  the  Western  country,  whence  it  is  brought  for 
a  market,  is  there  consumed.  The  consumer  pays 
the  duty.  People  of  the  Western  Country  make  it; 
those  on  the  seaboard  consume  it ;  and  as  far  as 
this  goes,  the  people  on  the  seaboard  pay  the  duty  ; 
and  those  to  the  westward  enjoy  the  benefit.  But 
I  have  no  doubt  this  kind  of  spirit  is  produced  in 
much  greater  abundance  in  the  interior,  and  to 
the  westward,  than  it  is  in  Maryland. 

Mr.  Speaker,  our  Western  friends  have  gener- 
ally voted  freely  to  impose  an  additional  doty  of 
thirty  or  forty  feents  per  gallon  on  imported  spir- 
its. The  original  duty  on  the  importation  of  this 
luxury  was  thirty  or  forty  cents  per  gallon,  it  will 
now,  by  the  aid  of  their  votes,  have  to  pay  a  tax 
of  sixty  or  eighty  cents,  and  I  do  not  know  but 
one  hundred  cents  the  gallon.  •  Foreign  spirits^ 
are  consumed  almost  exclusively  in  the  towns^ 
and  on  the  seaboard ;  they  are  scarcely  to  be  met 
with  in  the  interior,  except  in  towns  and  in  public 
houses;  and  is  it  just  or  equal  to  lay  a  tax  that 
shall  oblige  one  section  of  the  country  to  drink. 
spirit,  if  they  drink  it  at  all,  under  a  tax  of  from 
sixty  to  eighty  or  even  one  hundred  cents  per  gal- 
lon, and  to  suffer  other  sections  to  drink  it  at  about 
one  cent  the  gallon ;  for  the  duty  proposed  to  be 
laid  on  the  capacity  of  stills,  will  produce  about 
one  cent  per  gallon  oa  the  quantity  distilled  in 
the  United  States?  What  is  there  in  this  article, 
that  it  must  not  be  approached  by  the  unhallowed 
hand  of  the  tax-gatherer  ?  It  is  not  a  necessary 
of  life,  but  a  pernicious  luxury,  injurious  to  mor- 
als, and  in  its  effects  tending  to  disturb  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  society.  The  aggregate  quan- 
tity distilled  in  the  United  States  is  great,  but  the 
individual  consumption  iis  $mall.    Itis  in  general 
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use ;  yoa  can  scarcely  enter  a  bouse,  wbere  you 
may  not  get  a  glass  of  spirits.  It  is  therefore  a 
fit  subject  of  revenue ;  and  wben  we  are  obliged 
to  resort  to  internal  taxes,  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
this  article  should  be  exempt  from  the  common 
fate  of  other  luxuries. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  heavy  additional  duty  which 
our  Western  friends  have  enabled  us  to  infpose 
on  foreign  spirits,  will  act  as  a  bounty  on  home 
distillation.  The  more  we  embarrass  the  import- 
ation of  foreign  spirits  bjr  taxation,  the  more  we 
encourage  the  home  distillation ;  and  I  do  think 
our  Western  brethren  ought  to  bear  a  similar  bur- 
den to  that  they  have  voted  to  impose  on  other 
sections  of  the  country! 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  the  Western  section  of  the 
country  has  less  reason  to  refuse  a  fair  participa- 
tion in  the  taxes  to  be  raised,  than  any  otber  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  because  they  will  derive  more 
benefit,  probably,  from  the  expenditure  of  the  tax 
than  any  other.  The  Army  of  the  United  States 
has  been  for  years  past  almost  exclusively  within 
the  reach  of  their  market.  They  have  enjoyed, 
and  will  enjoy,  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers'  pay 
expended  among  them,  and  the  benefit  of  a  mar- 
ket for  their  provisions,  their  whiskey  and  other 
articles,  to  supply  the  Army  which  the  tax  is  in- 
tended to  support:  and  I  did  expect  that  they 
would  not  have  refused  to  suffer  their  whiskey  to 
bear  a  part  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  honorable  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Smilie,)  the  correctness  of  whose 
political  course  I  have  bad  so  many  occasions  to 
admire  and  respect,  considers  a  tax  on  domestic 
distilled  spirits  an  odious  tax,  because  it  is  an  ex- 
cise, and  he  has  taken  the  trouble  to  quote  Bladk- 
stone  at  considerable  length,  to  prove  that  it  is 
odious  and  oppressive.  The  gentleman  might 
have  spared  this  trouble — it  was  not  necessary  to 
invoke  foreign  aid  on  this  subject ;  we  all  know 
that  it  is  odious;  we  have  all  had  the  experience 
of  an  excise  at  home ;  and  of  a  stamp  tax,  and  of 
all  the  other  internal  taxes  now  proposed  to  be 
laid.  We  know  that  they  were  all  odious,  ^nd 
that  they  were  all  oppressive ;  and  this  knowledge 
makes  me  wish  to  reduce  their  number,  to  dimin- 
ish their  odium,  and  as  far  as  possible  avert  the 
oppression;  for  the  odium  and  oppression  will'be 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  taxes  em^ 
braced  by  the  system. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  see  what  it  is.  in  this  tax 
on  home  distillation,  that  is  so  odious  and  oppres- 
sive— the  people  jjenerally  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  they  will  neither  see  nor  feel  its  opera- 
tion in  any  other  way  than  in  the  price  or  the 
spirits  they, consume.  The  distiller  pays  the  en- 
tire tax,  and  recovers  it  back  in  the  sale  of  his 
liquor.  It  will  give  the  distillers  some  trouble, 
and  we  may  suoer  some  abuse  in  the  collection  ; 
but  I  see  no  necessity  for  more  trouble  and  abuse 
in  this,  than  in  the  sugar  excise,  the  land  tax,  or 
almost  any  of  the  other  taxes  proposed ;  and, this 
being  much  more  productive  than  all  the  others 
together,  is  on  that  account  entitled  to  our  prefer- 
ence. The  people  at  large  can  only  be  affected 
by  this  tax^  in  a  pecuniary  way,  in  an  amount 


not  greater  than  the  amount  of  duty  on  the  quan- 
tity of  spirits  they  severally  consume,  which  can- 
not be  much« 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  inclined  to  an  opinion,  that 
it  would,  among  the  less  wealthy  part  of  the  com- 
munity, be  a  family  of  some  little  extravagance 
that  would  use  more  than  one  barrel  of  this  spirit 
in  a  year.  The  lax  on  that  quantity,  at  twenty- 
five  cents,  as  proposed,  will  be  seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents;  but  it  is  probable  that  more  than  fif- 
teen gallons  a  year  would  not  be  consumed  by  a 
common-sized  family  of  sober  habits — and  if  they 
be  net  sober,  no  care  of  ours  can  save  them  from 
difficulties.  The  duty  on  fifteen  gallons  will  be 
three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents ;  wealthy  fam- 
ilies, if  they  use  more  of  the  article,  have  more 
abundant  means  to  pay ;  the  rich  are  never  in  dis- 
tress in  this  way :  ii  it  is  oppressive  to  any  part  of 
the  community,  it  will  be  so  to  the  poorer  classes  of 
society.  But  neither  seven  doUars^nd  fifty  cents, 
nor  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  to  a  fam- 
ily, can  be  considered  as  a  burdensome  contribu- 
tion for  the  support  of  Government.  The  rights 
and  interest  of  the  American  people  must,  indeed, 
be  estimated  at  a  low  rate  by  that  man  who  would 
not  cheerfully  pay  either  of  these  sums  for  their 
defence. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  sub- 
mit these  observations  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  I  think  the  amendment  I  bad  the  honor 
to  move,  important  in  the  bearing  it  will  have  on 
the  ease  and  comfort  of  individuals,  and  on  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  had  no  intention  to  detain  this 
House  by  a  reply  to  all  the  observations  made  by 
the  honorable  mover  and  the  supporter  of  the 
motion,  (Messrs.  McEiM  and  Wright.)  because 
he  presumed  the  principal  effect  these  observa- 
tions would  have  on  the  majority  of  the  House, 
would  be  to  convince  them  that  the  gentlemen 
themselves  did  hot  understand  the  subject.  The 
resolution  appeared  highly  objectionable  on  sev- 
eral grounds.  It  proposed  to  introduce  the  prin- 
ciple of  excise  with  its  host  of  officers,  and  which 
always  has  been  and  always  will  be  a  fertile 
source  of  perjury  and  frauds.  It  was  so  in  this 
country  during  the  small  trial  that  was  made  of 
it,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  of  Government, 
and  the  numerous  amendments  from  time  to  time 
made  by  Congress.  In  Britain  it  is  well  known 
that  oaths  respecting  excises  acquire  no  confi- 
dence either  with  the  .Government,  or  with  the 
people.  They  have  sometimes  locked  the  distil- 
lers out  of  the  still-houses,  and  sometimes  locked 
them  in  for  times  prescribed,  and  they  have  ap- 
pointed officers  to  watch  other  officers,  and  itine- 
rant officers  to  watch  all  the  others  at  uncertain 
times;  but  all  does  not  do.  No  law  can  make 
officers  honest  where  the  temptations  are  so 
great,  and  the  security  depends  only  on  oaths. 
Mr.  F.  appealed  to  the  reports  of  the  committee 
of  Parliament  on  that  subject.  He  added,  that 
as  in  Britain  excises  were  levied  on  a  vast  vari- 
ety of  subjects,  and  under  perpetual  appropria- 
tions to  the  support  of  the  public  debt,  they  eould 
not  be  repealed.     When   the  experiment   was 
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made  in  this  country  the  excise  was  spread  over 
but  few  objects.  On  the  snuff  the  frauds  were 
«uch  as  made  it  a  certain  loss  to  the  revenue; 
therefore  it  was  first  postponed  and  afterwards 
repealed,  and  as  soon  as  the  excise  on  distilled 
spirits  was  released  from  the  apfiropriations  by 
the  abundance  of  other  revenues,  it  was  also  re- 
pealed after  a  fair  experiment  had  been  made; 
and  he  was  confident  that  Congress  would  not 
now  introduce  that  fertile  source  of  corruption 
and  discontent  with  respect  to  only  a  single  item 
of  the  proposed  taxes. 

The  opposition  made  on  a  former  occasion  to 
the  excise  on  distilled  spirits  in  a' part  of  the  two 
of  the  western  counties  in  Pennsylvania  has  been 
brought  into  view  by  an  honorable  gentleman, 
with  a  view  to  give  an  impression  as  if  in  that 
place  only  it  was  disapproved  of;  but  this  was 
not  the  case.  When  President  Washington 
was  at  Carlisle,  where  the  right  wing  of  the 
Army  was  on  tneir  march  to  the  westward  to 
suppress  this  opposition  to  the  excise,  Mr.  F.  said, 
chat  though  (here  had  been  then  no  disturbance 
in  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  yet  another 
me^enger  and  himself  were  sent  with  assuran- 
ces to  the.  President  that  the  opposition  was  then 
in  so  great  a  measure  suppressed,  that  the  further 
march  of  the  Army  would  not  be  necessaiy. 
The  President,  after  expressing  his  regret  that 
these  assurances  had  not  been  given  before  the 
Army  was  rendezvoused,  said  that  he  knew  that 
so  great  an  army  was  not  necessary  for  that  ob- 
ject, but  that  there  were  great  symptoms  of  dis- 
content not  only  in  other  parts  of  tnat  State  but 
in  Maryland,  which  were  in  danger  of  spreading 
still  further.  That  on  this  account  he  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  call  forth  so  great  a  force  as  not 
only  to  convince  those  who  had  given  the  dis- 
turoance,  but  all  parts  of  the  United  States^ 
that  the  citizens  would,  when  called  upon,4urn 
out  in  support  of  the  execution  of  their  laws. 
Mr.  F.  said  that  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland  who  moved  and  supported  the  resolu- 
tion will  recollect,  that  about  that  time  there 
were  ftome  disturbances  in  that  State  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  excise.  It  was  well  known  at  that 
day  that  the  patriotic  army  who  marched  on  that 
occasion  generally,  when  opportunity  offered,  de- 
clared their  disapprobation  of  the  excise  system, 
but  at  the  same  time  their  abhorrence  of  an  un- 
constitutional opposition  to  a  Constitutional  law. 
It  is  also  well  known  that  the  repeal  of  the  ex- 
cise gave  general  satisfaction,  while  at  the  same 
time  many  thought  the  repeal  of  several  dther 
taxes  that  did  not  depend  on  the  excise  system 
improper. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  though  this  was  the  greatest, 
it  was  not  the  only  objection  to  the  resolution. 
It  was,  besides  this,  unjust,  impolitic,  and  decep- 
tions— it  was,  in  fact,  a  tax  directly  on  agricul- 
ture— it  was  a  tax  on  their  rye-fields.  By  a  let- 
ter on  his  table,  just  received,  he  was  informed 
that  his  family  had  sold  as  much  rye  to  the  dis- 
tillers as,  with  what  will  be  distilled  for  his  own 
fiimily  use,  would  produce  by  the  proposed  excise 
one  hundred  dollars  tax,  whereas  the  rye  of  which 


it  will  be  made  would  sell  for  about  one-half  that 
amount ;  and,  estimating  from  the  amooiit  of  the 
former  direct  tax,  is  about  ten  times  as  mach  as 
by  the  proposed  direct  tax  will  be  charged  on  hit 
whole  plantation  and  stock.  This  he  thought 
was  both  unjust  and  impolitic.  It  would  be 
much  better  policy  to  charge  it  directly  on  the 
rye  received  by  Uhe  distiller,  at  a  proper  estimate 
of  what  the  bushels  of  rye  would  produce.  This 
would  be  much  more  simple  and  certain,  than 
charging  it  on  the  spirits  distilled,  by  hired  stlil- 
ers,  and  which  might  easily  be  much  of  it  dis- 
posed of  without  the  knowledge  of  the  owner, 
even  if  he  was  so  honest  as  not  to  connive  at  it. 

Much  mi^ht  be  sa^d  ap^ainst  the  impolicy  of 
oppressing,  if  not  destroying,  a  domestic  manu- 
facture 80  essentially  connected  with  agriculture, 
it  being  the  only  method  by  which  farmers,  at  a 
very  inconvenient  distance  from  market,  can  re- 
duce their  grain  to  such  a  portable  form  as  to  be 
the  more  easily  carried  to  a  distance.  The  at- 
tempt to  do  so  is  the  more  extraordinary  at  a 
time  when  every  other  manufacture  is  encour- 
aged. But  the  honorable  mover  proposes  to  pro- 
mote morality  by  rendering  it  more  difficult  to  get 
drunk.  Mr.  F.  said  that  u  there  were  no  spirits 
distilled  from  the  produce  of  the  farm,  there  are 
other  beverages  by  the  use  of  which  people  might 
and  often  did  get  drunk.  The  drunkard  would 
have  his  drink.  But  not  to  detain  the  House  far- 
ther, he  would  assure  the  honorable  moiet  that 
his  estimated  millions  for  the  amount  of  the  rev- 
enue thus  to  be  obtained  would  vanish ;  if  the  reso- 
lution takes  effect,  he  would  put  in  no  more  rye 
than  would  be  sufficient  to  feed  his  horses.  He 
would  not  pay  one  hundred  dollars  of  a  tax  on 
the  produce  of  eight  or  ten  acres  of  rye ;  and  he 
would  not  be  alone,  it  would  be  general.  Being 
confident  that  the  House  will  not  suffer  the  well- 
digested  system  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  be  contaminated  by  the  cor- 
rupting systems  of  excise,  nor  a  tax  so  unjust 
and  deceptive  to  make  a  part  of  the  system,  he 
would  enlarge  no  further. 

Mr.  Grundy. — Mr.  Speaker:  On  the  present 
motion  to  recommit  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  respects  the 
resolution  immediately  before  us,  in  order  to  ex- 
amine the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McKiM,)  I  doiibted  the  pro- 
priety of  entering  into  the  merits  of  that  propo- 
sition, and  therefore  took  no  part  in  the  discus- 
sion on  yesterday;  but  from  the  course  the  de- 
bate has  taken^  I  do  not  know  that  a  more  favor- 
able opportunity  will  oflfer  to  express  my  views 
of  this  subject,  not  only  in  relation  to  the  tax 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  but 
also  in  reference  to  the  entire  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Maryland  proposes  to  impose  an  excise 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  all  spirits  dis- 
tilled from  domestic  materials  (fruit  excepted) 
within  the  United  States.  To  this  change  in 
the  plan  of  taxation  digested  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  Ihave  objections,  not  bot- 
tomed oa  the  honest  prejudices  of  the  people 
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alone,  hut  upon  the  imrautahle  priociples  of  jus- 
tice and  equitv,  which  will  he  violated  hy  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  system,  whenever  it 
sbalJ  be  resorted  to  in  this  countrv.  Sir,  I  con- 
sider the  measure  proposed  ho«tife  to  the  per- 
sonal libertv  and  security  of  the  citizen,  which 
legislators  should  at  all  times  attentively  regard; 
and  I  consider  it  also  subversive  of  that  general 
distribution  of  public  burdens  on  various  sections 
of  the  Union,  which,  as  far  as  practicable,  should 
be  an  object  of  primary  attention.  The  princi- 
ples of  an  excise  system  are  justly  odious  in  this 
and  every  other  free  country.  Because  they  sub- 
ject the  doraicil,  and  evei^  apartment  provided 
or  the  comfort  of  civilized  man,  to  the  uncere- 
monious visit  and  search  of  a  train  of  petty  offi- 
cers— men  whose  powers  cannot  be  strictly  de- 
fined by  law— and,  if  defined,  would  too  often  be 
disregarded.  The  powers  of  such  officers,  if  you 
luean  that  your  laws  shall  be  enforced,  roust  be 
incompatible  with  the  immunities  held  sacred  in 
the  domestic  relations  of  society. 

Permit  me^  sir,  for  a  moment  to  glance  at  the 
causes  out  of  which  the  contest  in  which  we  are 
about  to  engage  has  arisen.  ,  We  complain  (and 
justly)  of  violations  of  our  national  rights  on  the 
high  seas;  and  to  restore  these  rights  to  their  le- 
gitimate standing^  we  have  determined  to  exert 
our  strength  against  one  of  the  great  bollifferents 
of  Europe,  unless  tjial  Power  shall  within  a 
short  period  voluntarilv  surrender  its  unjust  pre- 
tensions, and  cease  its  lawless  aggressions  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  our  citizens  navigating 
the  ocean.  I  admit,  it  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
mercial men  alone  we  are  contending;  the  best 
interests  of  the  agriculturist  are.  involved  in  the 
protection  of  commerce,  which,  as  an  independ- 
ent nation,  we  can  never  relinquish*  At  the  same 
time,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  (hat  1  can  never 
consent  to  destroy  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the 
country  for  the  attainment  of  an  object  not  in- 
dispensable to  our  national  existence.  No,  sir,  I 
will  never  surrender  the  proud  privilege  of  an 
American  citizen  to  repose  in  quiet  and  safety 
under  his  own  roof,  for  any  consideration  what- 
ever. Let  us  consecrate  the  maxim  that  a  man's 
house  is  his  castle^  where  the  owner  finds  an  asy- 
lum in  which  he  is  sole  piaster.  Better  would  it 
be  to  leave  our  countrymen  abroad  to  the  chan- 
ges and  chances  of  fortune,  than  to  subject  our 
citizens  at  home  to  the  arbitrary  details  of  an 
excise  duty  on  the  products  of  their  industry, 
which  must  lead  to  the  destruction  of  itrdividual 
liberty,  happiness,  and  security.  Sir,  willing  as  I 
believe  the  people  1  have  the  honor  to  represent 
are  to  contribute  their  just  proportion  of  any  rev- 
enue which  the  exigencies  of  the  country  may 
require,  and  to  exert  their  physical  force  to  assert 
the  rights  and  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try, yet  I  will  never  agree  that  their  houses  of 
every  description  shall  he  thrown  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  excise  officers,  who  would  often  find 
a  pretext  for  such  a  demand  to  evince  the  pleni- 
tude of  their  power,  and  from  various  motives 
would  vex  and  harass  the  best  citizens.  These 
remarks  I  thought  it  proper  to  make,  in  order  to 


test  the  prmciple  contained  in  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland.  I  en- 
treat the  House  to  remember,  that  principles  do 
not  change  with  circumstances,  and  that  it  is 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  foundation  of  re- 
publican Governments,  and  with  the  genius  of 
the  American  Constitution,  to  permit  private 
property  to  be  invaded  at  the  arbitrary  caprice  of 
public  iunciionaries. 

I  have  said  that  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
gallon  on  whiskey  will  operate  almost  exclusively 
on  particular  sections  of  the  country.  It  is  a 
fact  well  known,  that  the  Western  States,  to 
which  may  be  added  a  part  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  distil  more  whiskey  than  all  the  other 
States  io  the  Union.  And  can  gemlemen  think 
it  reasonable  that  these  States  should  pay  so 
great  a  proportion  of  the  money  to  be  raised  by 
taxation? 

Situated  at  a  remote  distance  from  the  only 
market  at  which  they  can  vend  the  surplus  pro- 
ducts of  their  labor^  the  inequality  which  would 
be  introduced  by  this  amendment  would  produce 
the  most  oppressive  effects  upon  the  people  of  the 
Western  country.  But,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McKim.)  that  a 
tax  on  this  article  will  diminish  the  quantity 
consumed,  and  thereby  check  the  vicious  habits 
of  intemperance,  and  promote  the  great  cause  of 
virtue  and  morality.  In  these  moral  reflections, 
on  which  the  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to 
dwell  with  so  much  zeal  and  confidence,  it  is  a 
matter  of  astonishment  that  he  did  not  include 
the  consumers  of  brandy  in  the  State  in  part  rep- 
resented by  himself.  Adopt  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman,  and  the  Maryland  farmer  who 
distils  his  two,  three,  or  four  thousand  gallons  of 
brandy  from  his  large  and  profitable  orchard, 
will  pay  to  the  United  States  the  small  sum  of 
five  dollars  a  year  on  each  still  employed,  while 
the  distillers  of  grain  in  the  Western  country  are 
called  on  to  distribute  nearly  one  hundred  per 
cent,  on  the  present  value  of  all  the  spirits  dis- 
tilled. I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  will  com- 
mence his  good  work  of  reformation  among  the 
brandy-drinkers  of  his  own  State,  before  he 
strides  over  the  Allegany  to  teach  us  lessons  of 
temperance,  and  that,  too.  by  the  imposition  of 
an  enormous  excise  to  enforce  their  observance. 
The  injustice  of  the  proposed  tax  is  too  obvious 
to  require  further  illustration,  and  I  should  now 
dismiss  the  subject,  but  for  the  liberality  of  sen- 
timent displayed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  Fisc,)  which  claims  a  moment's  at- 
tention. That  gentleman  it  seems  is  in  favor  of 
this  tax,  because  he  sees  in  it  a  relief  afforded  to 
his  Western  brethren  from  the  pressure  of  the 
direct  tax.  We  duly  appreciate  the  motives  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  but  as  we  cannot  dis- 
cern the  advantages  of  relieving  our  constituents 
from  the  payment  of  about  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  by  compelling  them  to  pay  four 
millions,  he  will  excuse  us  for  not  accepting  his 
beneficent  offer.  For,  sir,  in  fact  such  woufd  be 
the  effect  of  that  course  of  proceedings  recom- 
mended by  him.    He  says  you  can  raise  six  mil 
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lions  iiz  hundred  thousaod  dollars  aoDaaUjr  by  a 
tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  whiskey. 
Cannot  every  man  see  that  at  least  four  millions 
of  this  sum  would  fall  on  that  seclion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  which  1  have  before  described,  and 
this  sum  we  are  asked  to  pay  to  redeem  ourselves 
from  the  payment  of  four  hundred  thousand, 
which  will  be  nearly  our  proportion  of  the  direct 
tax. 

Mr.  Speaker:  There  are  other  objections  to 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
which  deserve  consideration.  We  all  profess  to 
desire  the  rapid  promotion  of  our  domestic  man- 
ufactures ;  protecting  duties  are  about  to  be  voted 
on  articles  of  foreign  manufactures,  to  give  to 
these,  I  mean  our  home  establishments,  a  monop- 
oly in  the  markets  of  this  country  ;  and,  sir,  are 
we  not  departing  from  principles  of  sound  pot- 
icy,  when  we  single  out  any  one  article  of  do- 
mestic manufacture,  and  from  it  attempt  to  raise 
so  extravagant  a  sum  as  six  millions  six  hundred 
thousand  dullars?  This  will  in  effect  produce  an 
increased  consumption  of  imported  spirits,  and 
spirits  distilled  from  foreign  materials. 

The  plan  proposed  will  be  found  deceptive  in 
practice ;  the  law  will  be  evaded ;  the  tax  will 
be  so  oppressive  as  to  tempt  men  strongly  to  vio- 
late it.  And  should  this  take  place^  or  should  the 
quaniinr  distilled  be  greatly  diminished,  the  rev- 
enue of  the  country  will  fail,  which  is  an  event 
in  a  state  of  war  productive  of  the  greatest  ca- 
lamities. Having  declared  my  intention  to  vote 
for  the  entire  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  I  ask  tiie  indulgence  of  the  House  to 
state  concisely  some  of  the  reasons  which  influ- 
ence my  conduct  pn  this  occasion. 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  President  informed  us  that  every  effort 
to  settle  our  differences  with  Great  Britain  by 
friendly  negotiation  had  been  employed  without 
effect.  Under  such  circumstances,  as  every  other 
expedient  had  failed,  We  determined  that  the  only 
justifiable  course  left  was  to  put  the  nation  in 
arms,  and  by  force  redress  the  violated  rights  and 
honor  of  an  injured  and  insulted  people*  We 
accordingly  provided  for  a  large  increase  of  the 
regular  army,  and  took  corresponding  measures 
to  meet  that  state  of  things  which  we  shortly  ex- 
pect. The  expenses  incident  to  these  prepara- 
tions must  of  necessity  be  great ;  we  were  com- 
pelled to  incur  them,  or  rdinquish  the  ground  we 
naye  taken,  and  submit  tamely  lo  British  inso- 
lence and  outrage. 

The  debt  has  been  created  on  the  contingency 
of  war,  and  we  are  boiAid  by  every  moral  and  po- 
litical consideration  to  provide  immediately  for 
the  punctual  discharge  ot  the  interest,  without  do- 
ing which  no  capitalist  in  the  country  will  ad- 
vance the  sum  required.  Were  we  not  to  make 
this  provision,  I  fear,  sir,  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  this  contest  we  should  bankrupt  the  credit 
of  the  nation.  It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  the  sum 
asked  fur  by  the  cooamittee  is  the  least  which  they 
could  have  demanded.  They  have  submitted  a 
plan  by  which  it  may  be  raised,  and,  unless  some 
plan  less  objectionable  can  be  proposed,  we  ought 


surely  to  adopt  that  which  has  been   ofiered.     I 
frankly  own,  sir,  that  I  have  no  substitute  to  CeD- 
der  which  would  not  be  liable  to  all  the  exceptions 
which  have  been  taken  to  the  report  under  eon- 
sideration.    I  wish  some  gentleman  would  enter 
upon  the  task  and  perform  it  to  the  satisfactioD 
of  this  House  and  the  nation  ;  for  myself,  I  confess 
the  want  of  talents  to  devise  a  plan  of  taxation, 
which  shall  fall  more  equally  than  this  system 
upon  every  section  of  the  country.    I  have  strong 
objections  to  some  of  the  resolutions  for  which  I 
shall  vote,  taking  them  unconnected  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the   report.    The  resolution   before 
us  is  one  of  this  description ;  it  will  bear  bearily 
upon  myconstituents ;  but  I  discover,  that  thejr  are 
almost  entirely  relieved  from  the  operation  of  the 
duties  on  stamps,  as  now  modified  by  the  com- 
mittee.   Banks  and  commercial  men  will  almost 
exclusively  be  affected  by  the  latter,  and,  there- 
fore, I  do  not  consider  it  unreasonable  in  the  com- 
mittee to  require  the  payment  of  a  tax  on  stills, 
agreeably  to  their  report.      You  cannot,   Mr. 
Speaker,  select  any  one  article  for  taxation  which 
will  not  be  felt  more  sensibly  by  the  people  in  one 
quarter  of  the  country  than  in  another;  you  must, 
therefore  make  several,  and  by  causing  one  to 
operate  upon  the  people  in  one  direction,  and  an- 
other upon  those  who  reside  in  a  different  part 
of  the  country,  you  will,  as  far  as  practicable, 
equalize  a  system  of  internal  uxe^.    This,  1  be- 
lieve, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have 
done  to  as  much  advantage  as  possible.    I  shall, 
therefore,  not  follow  the  example  set  roe  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  by  proposing  to  raise 
the  whole  sum  required  upon  some  one  article, 
by  taxing  which  to  an  unreasonable  amount,  my 
district  would  be  entirely  relieved.     I  know  my 
constituents  would  not  wish  to  hear  of  my  making 
such  a  proposition.    I  am  willing,  by  a  vote  on 
these  resolutions,  to  ^ive  a  pledge  to  the  lenders 
of  money  to  the  public,  and  I  am  willing  to  re- 
deem it  with  good  faith.    For  the  people  (  repre- 
sent, I  ask  no  exemption  from  public  burdens; 
but  against  that  injustice  which  would  be  inflict- 
ed on  them,  should  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  succeed,  I  protest. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  had,  on  a  former  day,  lis- 
tened with  indifference  to  the  proposition  to 
levy  an  excise  of  tWenty^five  cents  on  each  gallon 
of  domestic  distilled  spirit  of  domestic  materials 
throughout  the  United  States,  from  a  most  thor- 
ough conviction  that  so  unjust,  so  unreasonable, 
and  so  oppressive  a  tax  would  be  rejected  by  a 
ffreat  majority,  without  exposing  its  tendency. 
He  said  he  was  not  disappointed  in  that  just  and 
reasonable  expectation  of  the  views  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  He  said  twenty-five  cents 
tax  per  gallon  upon  whiskey  would  be  as  ruinous 
to  the  people  of  the  Western  country  as  it  would 
be  unju!<t  to  that  portion  of  the  United  States, 
who  would  never  be  backward  in  furnishing  their 
just  proportion  of  men  and  money  to  prosecute  a 
war  necessary  to  maintain  inviolate  their  sover- 
eignty and  independence;  but,  whatever  might  be 
their  willingness,  they  should  not,  with  his  vote 
be  called  upon  to  support  a  system  which  would 
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be  alone  destructive  to  them  by  the  inequality  of 
its  operation. 

But,  he  said,  he  could  not  remain  silent  te  hear 
the  same  gentleman  seriously  make  a  motion  to 
re-commit  the  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
self-same  proposition  oflayinga  tax  of  twenty-five 
cents  on  whiskey  and  other  distilled  spirits^  the 
prime  cost  of  the  article  in  the  way  of  wholesale 
in  the  Western  country.  Upon  the  subject  of 
taxation,  he  said,  he  had  never  entertained  but 
one  sentiment,  and  he  never  would  a^ree  to  lay 
internal  taxes  upon  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  to  support  any  permanent  expensive  es- 
tablishment ;  that  nothing  on  the  present  occasion 
should  induce  him  to  vote  for  taxes,  but  war.  In 
consequence  of  this  opinion,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  reported  in  one  of  their 
resolutions  that  the  tax  should  not  be  levied  until 
a  declaration  of  war,  or  the  issuing  of  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal;  and,  he  said,  he  was  a  little 


surprised  that  any  member  should  dislike  such    pie  to  send  the  ways  and  means  to  avenge  their 


a  resolution,  and  try  to  demonstrate  to  the  people 
and  the  world  that  the  taxes  proposed  were  war 
taxes,  and  intended  to  meet  that  state  of  things. 
Another  resolution  declares,  that  the  taxes  shall 
not  continue  more  than  twelve  months  after  the 
conclusion.  With  these  resolutions  incorporated 
and  made  a  part  of  the  system,  he  was  astonished 
to  hear  gentlemen  say  that  the  people  would  be 
alarmed  at  these  resolutions.  He  said  he  was 
never  afraid  of  the  people;  they  would  act  cor- 
rectly ;  but  he  had  more  reason  to  fear  that  this 
House  would  be  alarmed.  He  said  the  people 
understood  their  interests  and  their  rights,  and 
were  not  to  be  alarmed  at  a  vindication  of  their 
rights  and  their  independence.  Mr.  I.  said  that 
Mr.  Gallatin  had  been  called  upon  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  furnish,  them 
with  a  system  of  internal  taxation,  predicated 
upon  actual  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  Sec- 
retary was  not  a  volunteer  in  proposing  this  sys- 
tem. In  that  letter,  the  Secretary  had  proposed  ten 
cents  upon  distilled  spirits  from  foreigq  materials, 
and  three  cents  per  gallou  on  domestic  distilled 
spirits  of  domestic  materials,  which  was  consid- 
ered equally  hard  upon  the  Western  country  when 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  whole  system  pro- 
posed. Departing  from  this  equal  system,  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  would  raise  it  to 
twenty-five  cents — a  most  unreasonable  derange- 
ment of  the  whole  plan.  Mr.  J.  said  that  he  had 
objected  to  this  wniskey  tax  on  account  of  the 
excise  principle  when  it  was  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  upon  his  objections 
the  excise  part  was  changed  to  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  still,  differing  only  in  amount  with  the  tax 
upon  carriages  or  any  other  article;  by  which 
modification,  numerous  officers  would  not  be  em- 
ployed, oaths  would  be  dispensed  with,  no  search 
would  be  nade  into  the  hbuses  or  cellars  of  dis- 
tillers, nor  would  we  have  excise  officers  breakinqr 
locks  and  invading  our  firesi.les;  and  in  this 
modification,  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  a  tax  of 
three  cents  per  gallon  was  reduced  from  ^00,000 
to  $276,000,  making  a  diduciion  of  almost  one- 


half.  These  modifications  were  produced  by  a 
spirit  of  accommodation.  And  if  the  House  con- 
tinued to  be  animated  by  the  same  spirit,  he 
said,  the  motion  to  commit  would  not  succeed. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  told  you,  that 
a  land  tax,  or  rather  a  direct  tax,  would  operate 
most  severely  upon  the  Western  States,  on  ac- 
count of  their  distance  from  market,  their  want 
of  capital,  their  infant  settlements;  and,  with  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  actual  state  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Union,  the  Secretary  had,  with 
his  usual  impartiality  and  discernment,  given  the 
House  a  system  as  nearly  equal  in  its  operation 
as  the  nature  of  the  subject  would  admit ;  and  it 
was  evident  that  if  a  material  alteration  was 
made  upon  it,  chaos  would  prevail,  and  the  whole 
plan  be  rejected  ;  and  then  the  enemies  of  the 
Government  wottid  say  with  triumph,  that  the 
Republican  Administration  could  not  vindicate 
ancl  support  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  that 
their  Representatives  were  afraid  to  trust  the  peo- 


own  wrongs.  Mr.  J.  said  the  House  had  been 
engaged  a  long  time  on  the  subject ;  despatch 
was  necessary,  that  Congress  might  have  a  little 
time  to  listen  to  the  warning  voice  which  now 
comes  from  the  Wabash,  the  Mississippi,  and  De- 
troit^ which  makes  it  probable  that  as  soon  as  the 
season  will  admit,  the  savages  will  rush  down 
upon  the  defenceless  frontiers,  and  destroy  their 
inhabitants.  ^ 

Mr.  WiDOBRY. — Mr.  Speaker,  on  a  motion  to 
recommit  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  how 
the  arguraebtSj  either  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, or  those  m  answer  to  him,  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  can  applv  to  the  question 
before  the  House.  Sir.  1  am  or  opinion  that  if  I 
had  sufi*ered  myself  so  far  to  have  wandered  from 
the  question,  I  should  deservedly  have  heard  from 
the  Chair.  The  question  before  the  House  is  not 
the  repeal  ol  the  non-intercourse^  or  whether  we 
shall  submit  to  the,  edicts  of  Great  Britain.  It  is, 
will  the  House  recommit  the  report  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amending  it  ?  To  this  suoject  I  shall  con- 
fine my  argument.  I  am  in  favor  of  recommit- 
ting the  report,  first  to  amend  it  as  respects  the 
duty  on  imports.  Many  of  these  articles  have 
already  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem  : 
add  to  this  one  hundred  per  cent,  and  von  will 
either  prohibit  them  entirely,  or  you  will  give  a 
bounty  to  smugglers,  which  will  destroy  the  fair 
trader,  as  the  smugglers  will  always  be  able  to 
undersell  him  ;  and  thus  will  the  fair  trader,  who 
wishes  to  support  the  Government  be  obliged  to 
give  up  h>s  busine.*'S  or  be  ruined.  The  tonnage 
duty  is  also  too  high.  The  former  tonnage  duty 
was  about  fifty  cents  on  the  vessel^  of  foreigners, 
and  six  cents  on  our  own  vessels  m  the  foreign 
trade.  The  committee  have  added  a  little  over 
one  hundred  per  cent,  to  the  tonnage  of  foreigners, 
and  upwards  of  four  hundred  per  cent,  on  our 
own  tonnage.  If  the  tonnage  was  not  very  much 
out  of  the  way  heretofore,  the  committee  have 
reversed  the  rule  of  all  other  nations.  Great  Brit- 
ain has  always  encouraged  her  own  merchantmen 
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by  making  a  great  distinction  in  favor  of  her  own 
ship-owners,  between  them  and  foreigners;  she 
is  the  greatest  commercial  nation  in  the  world, 
according  to  the  report.  Our  vessels  in.  foreign 
trade  must  pay  thirty-oae  cents  per  ton  every 
time  they  enter,  so  that  a  vessel  of  three  Ivundred 
and  thirty  tons,  if  she  enter:^  three  times,  must  pay 
the  Government  upwards  of  three  hundred  dollars 
a  year)  over  and  above  all  her  custom-house  fees, 
and  the  hundred  per  cent,  oti  the  duties  of  her 
cargo.  Why  the  committee  should  have  added 
four  times  as  much  on  tonnage  as  on  merchandise, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  imi^gine^  nor  do  I  believe  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commilteeof  Ways  and  Means 
can  give  any  good  or  satisfactory  reason  for  so 
doing«  In  the  case  of  tonnage,  it  operates  as  a 
direct  tax  on  the  owner,  because  while  ships  are 
plenty,  lying  by  the  wharves,  no  man  will  give 
one  cent  more  on  account  of  the  tonnage.  Sir, 
in  the  case  of  the  salt  tax,  the  maritime  and  mid- 
dle country  pay  the  whole,  the  Western  section 
pay  nothing.  There  are  1,500,000  people  exempt 
from  this  duty  on  salt,  because  they  have  plejity 
from  the  salt  springs.  As  this  is  a  necessary  of 
life  on  which  the  Western  section  of  the  Union 
pay  nothing,  they  ought  to  be  willing  to  pay  an 
equivalent  on  something  else. 

it  is  troe,  these  gentlemen  say,  they  are  willing 
to  do  their  part  in  support  of  the  war ;  yet  when 
they  are  called  on  to  augment  the  tax  on  whiskey 
they  say  their  objection  to  that  is  the  creation  of 
excise  ofiScers,  to  which  the  people  are  very  much 
opposed.  Sir,  there  is  a  small  tax  on  vhe  capa- 
city of  the  still,  let  this  duty  be  multiplied  on  the 
still  until  it  will  give  about  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  on  each  gallon,  as  near  as  can  be  computed, 
which  may  be  distilled  in  the  course  of  a  year. 
In  that  case  the  same  persons  who  may  collect 
the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  stills,  as  now  taxed, 
which  does  not  exceed  one  cent  and  a  third  per 
gallon  on  the  liquor^  may  collect  it  with  as  much 
ease  when  augmented,  as  they  can  if  the  amend- 
ment should  not  take  place.  This  therefore  will 
do  away  the  difficulty  of  excise  officers.  I  ask 
them  to  take  but  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
gallon  on  their  spirits,  while  in  jlhe  maritime 
States  we  pay  the  duty  proposed,  sixty  cents. 
This  is  a  debt  for  which  we  are  all  alike  liable. 
Surely,  sir,  the  Western  gentlemen  cannot  think 
hard  to  pay  but  one-fifth  part  a;i  much  as  their 
friends  in  a  diHerent  section  of  the  Unio^n.  when 
they  consider  that  we  pay  twenty  cents  on  salt, 
from  which  they  are  exempt.  Sir,  the  last  inter- 
nal tax  which  was  laid  amounted  to  $989,533 — 
Massachusetts  paid  of  that  tax  $282,566.  Ac- 
cording to  the  present  system,  Massachusetts  will 
have  to  pay  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  internal 
tax,  while  she  will  not  have  more  than  one-ninth 
of  the  representation.  Augment  the  whiskey  tax 
as  I  propose,  and  you  may  do  away  your  land 
tax  altoseiber.  There  is  in  the  United  States 
distilled  from  home  materials  about  24,000,000  of 
gallons  of  spirits,  t'his  will  give  you  $3,000,000, 
which  is  about  what  is  laid  on  the  land.  A  land  tax 
is  the  last  tax  which  ought  ever  to  be  laid.  E verv 
kind  of  luxury  ought  to  be  taxed  before  the  land. 


The  gentlemen  say  they  are  at  a  great  disCaoce 
from  juarket.    Be  it  so.     Sir.  the  material  from 
which  the  whiskey  is  chiefly' distilled,  is  iDdian 
corn.    The  middle  country  raise  of  this  article 
about  ten    bushels   to  the  acre;    the  Western 
country  about  fifty  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  with 
much  less  labor  this  article  will  give  about  two 
gallons  to  the  bushel ;  so  that  the  middle  coantry 
can  obtain  about  twenty  gallons  from  one  acre, 
while  the  Western  country  will  give  one  hun- 
dred gallons — five,  times  as  much.    This    will 
more  than  pay  for  their  extra  distance  from  mar- 
ket; in  addition  to  which,  their  liquor  will  bring 
them  enough  more  at  market  to  pay  for  the  trou- 
ble of  transporting  it.    Sir.  Massachusetts  will  be 
willing  to  pay  more  than  her  part  if  necessary  in 
defence  of  the  just  rights  of  the  nation.     But 
when  a  system  of  taxation  is  brought  forth,  it 
ought  to  be  so  modified  as  that  each  member  of 
the  Union  should  pay  its  ^ue  proportion  of  such 
taxes.    It  is  said,  this  report  is  a  system  of  com- 
promise.    Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  humble  im- 
itators of  any  man,  or  any  body  of  men,  who  will, 
without  investigation,  lamely  submit  to  anything 
they  may  please  to  lay.  before  me,  and  vote  it 
down  as  law.    W^  are  told  that  when  the  biH 
comes  in  will  be  the  proper  time  to  amend.    If 
the  House  are  determined  not  to  recommit,  I  wiQ 
help  to  vote  the  report  through,  but  with  the  same 
reserve  I  made  when  I  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
vote  which  went  against  the  salt,  if  no  amendment 
or  modification  takes  place  so  as  to  have  a  more 
equal  bearing  on  the  different  sections  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Fisk  supported  the  naotion. 

[The  arguments  for  and  against  the  motion  to- 
day, as  welt  as  yesterday,  were  grounded  on  the 
expe(liency  or  ipexpediency  of  an  excise  tax  on 
whiskey.  On  the  obe  hand,  it  was  said,  that,  if 
the  proposed  tax  pf  25  or  28  cents  per  gallon  on 
distilled  spirits  were  to  take  effect,  it  would  pro- 
duce a  revenue  of  five  or  six  mfllions  of  dollars, 
and  preclude  the  necessity  of  other  taxes;  that  it 
would  eventually  be  paiu  by  the  consumer,  and 
would  therefore  operate  equally;  that  domestic 
spirits  ought  to  be  taxed  a  little,  when  the  duty 
on  foreign  spirits  was  about  to  be  doubled,  as  there 
is  no  reason  why  a  man  who  drinks  brandy  or 
rum  and  water  should  be  made  to  pay  double  price, 
while  the  whiskey-drinker  paid  nothing;  that  the 
excise  system  was  already  proposed  as  to  fine 
sugar,  and  might  be  extended  to  whiskev  with 
much  less  inconvenience  than  would  result  from 
the  collection  of  the  variety  of  small  taxes  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
'  On  the  other  hand,  remarks  were  made  on  the 
severity  with  which  this  tax  would  operate  on 
those  who  already  have  to  bear  the  chief  burden 
(with  the  least  ability  to  pay  it)  of  the  land  tax, 
viz :  the  people  of  the  Western  country ;  that, 
considering  the  paucity  of  their  saleable  produc- 
tions in  the  Western  country^  a  tax  on  whiskey, 
which  would  put  a  stop  to  its  distillation,  wonld 
wholly  disable  them  from  paying  the  land  tax; 
that  it  was,  besides,  grievously  heavy,  partial,  and 
unequal.     The  evils  of  an  Excise  system  were 
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I  depicted  in  vivid  colors;  and  it  was  said,  that, 
although  any  tax  on  whiskey  was  unjust^  and 
somewhat  oppressive,  they  were  willing  to  incur 
the  responsibility  of  a  tax  on  stills,  rather  than 
defeat  the  great  work  in  which  the  nation  was 
CDgaged.J 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  a  recomraitmeRt  of  the 
wbole  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Thi5  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover  at 
eooaiderable  length,  and  opposed  bv  Mr.  Alston, 
Mr.  Cbsvbs,  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  Mr.  Maoon. 

[The  recommitmeat  of  the  report  was  vopported 
oo  the  ground  tkat  the  bodj^et  of  taxes  reported 
was  of  the  most  oppressiv*  characrer ;  that, 
moreover,  they  were  uooecesaary  and  impolitie, 
because  Congress  had  only  to  repeal  their  own 
restrictive  law,  and  revenue  would  accrue  to  the 
United  States,  to  a  much  greater  amount  than 
was  contemplated  to  be  provided  by  the  taxes 
uoder  consideration. 

In  reply,  it  was  urged  that  the  gentleman's  pro- 
ject was  a  peace  project,  and  not  calculated  for 
ibe  exigency ;  that,  besides,  it  would  not  produce 
the  effect  he  anticipated,  because  commerce  was 
destroyed  by  the  orders  of  Great  Britain,  and  by 
the  municipal  regulations  of  France;  that  all  taxes 
are  disagreeable,  and  though  the  committee  had 
exercised  much  deliberation  on  the  subject  of  iheir 
report,  it  might  be  expected  there  would  be  a  d if* 
ference  of  opinion  on  some  items;  but  that  now 
to  recommit  the ,  report^  as  proposed,  would  be 
sbrinkhigfrom  the  pressure  of  the  crisis,  and  would 
stamp  indelible  disgrace  on  the  House  and  nation.] 

The  question  oo  recommitting  the  report  was 
taken,  and  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  34, 
Days  83,  as  follows: 

Teas — John  Baker,  Abtjah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenndge^  Elijah  Brigbam,  Epa- 
phroditns  Chainpion,  Martin  Qhittenden,  William  Ely, 
James  EmoCt,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
OoMsbersogfa,  Sdwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jaaior, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyraan  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert 
Le  Rsy  LtvingslMi,  Archibald  McBrvde,  James  MiN 
oor,  Jonathan  O.  Messley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timethy 
PUkinJan.,  Josiab  Qahicy,  John  Randolph^  Wittiam 
RMd,  Heary  M.  Ridgely,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Philip^taart, 
Lewis  B.  8tuig#s,  BMjamfai  TaHmadgs,  Laban  Whaa* 
ton,  Leonard  Wbhe,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nits — WilKs  Alston,  ran.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Etekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  WilKsm  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WilHam  A.  BnrweH,  William 
Bntler,  John  C  Calhoan,  Langdon  Cbeves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condfct,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  WilHam  Findley,  Methack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  WilKam 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCov,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
I  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 

,         Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleas- 


ants, junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richardson, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane.  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneser 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Riefa'd  Stan- 
ford, William  Strong,  John  Tsiliaferro,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup^  Chartes  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

So,  Mr.  Randolph's  motioa  was  negatived; 
and  the  House  adjourned.  « 


Wbdnesdat,  Mareh  4. 

Mr.  Ormsbt  presented  to  the  House  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
instructing  their  Senators,  and  requesting  their 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  procure  a  grant 
of  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  lyiiyj  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Louisiana  to  Daniel  Boone. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GoLO,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-fourth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  removal  of  the  causes  depending 
in  the  respective  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  case  of  the  disability  of  the  Judges 
thereof;  whieb  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

FINAL  SETTLEMENT  CERTIFICATE. 

Mr.  GHOLaoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Dixon ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  same  commit- 
tee made  on  the  petition  of  John  Murray. 

The  report  la  as  follows : 

That,  irons  documenta  azbibited  bj  thepetitioner,  U 
appears  be  ia  the  anaigneo  of  Lucy  foxon,  bia  mother, 
of  a  certificate  wbicb  was  iasoed  in  her  favor  by  tbe 
Ceatmisaioner  for  settling  the  aeoooata  of  the  Revola- 
tionary  war  in  tba  idtate  ef  Virginia,  fia  the  sum  of 
f  399  8400»  payable  with  six  per  cant»  iirom  the  ^m 
day  of  Janaaiy,  1781,  and  dated  the  284  of  Decembei, 
1786.  The  original  oertificale  »  prodnoed,  and,  by  an 
Midataemeat  on  it|  it  afpeaca  the  interest  waa  paid  to 
tbe  fintof  January,  178&1  a  eartifieata  of  the  fiegia^ 
tor  of  the  Traaaary  ia  KkawiaQ  exbibitad,  dMwing  thai 
Lucy  Dixon  stands  a  creditor  on  t)ie  reeerda  of  that 
Department  for  tbe  said  certificate,  which  "remaina 
nnUquxdated  by  the  United  States." 

As  an  apology  (as  it  is  presumed  by  the  committee) 
for  not  presenting  this  claim  nt  an  earlier  period,  Lucy 
DixoOt  u  a  petition  formerly  offered  by  herself,  alleges 
that  she,  in  the  year  1793,  left  Virginia,  and  went  to 
tbe  State  of  Georgia,  where  she  remained  until  1799 
or  IBOO ;  that  on  her  return  to  her  residence  in  Vir- 
ginia, she,  on  looking  over  paper*,  found  the  certificate 
in  question,  and  likewise  others  that  were  supposed  to 
have  been  entirely  destroyed ;  that  she  was  ignorant 
as  well  of  the  value  of  such  certificates  as  of  the  mode 
in  which  the  law  provided  for  their  payment;  that  one 
of  her  sons  took  with  him  to  the  Mississippi  Territory 
the  said  cerUflcate,  where  he  kept  it  until  a  few  years 


1147 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1148 


H.  opR. 


War  Taxes. 


March,  1812. 


ago,  when  he  retomed  it  to  her,  and  she  shortlj  after- 
wanle  preeented  her  petitioji  for  the  amount  of  it. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  would  appear  that 
there  is  no  obetade  to  the  allowance  of  this  claim  but 
the  statute  of  limitation.  Your  committee  have  re- 
cently, TOfj  respectfuUj,  decided  againat  the  repeal  of 
the  law  barring  demands  like  the  present.  It  is  for 
the  House  to  determine  on  the  course  they  will  pursue 
on  thb  subject.  The  facU  are  fiiitbflilly  detailed. 
Your  Ammittee,  however,  conforming  to  the  rule  by 
which  it  has  been  governed  in  similar  cases,  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

WAR  TAXES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. , 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  as  his  motion  to  recommit 
the  fifth  resolution  had  giren  rise  to  some  diffi- 
culty, and  he  bad  no  disposition  to  embarrass,  he 
would  withdraw  it,  reserving  to  himself  the  right 
to  renew  it  when  the  subject  should  come  betore 
the  House  in  the  shape  of  a  bill. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
fifth  resolution,  (for  laying  a  tax  on  stills,  ^.,) 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  67,  nays 
38,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eie- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell  Baseett,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butter,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Gheves,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Samael  Dinsmoor,  Eliae  Earle, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Tliomas  Ghol- 
son,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green>  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  iimg, 
Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
ston, Wittiam  Lowndes,  Aaron  liyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, (feorge  C.  Mazvrell,  Samuel  MoKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  EbenexerJSage,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  John  SmiHe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Talialeno,  Uri  Tracy,  Oeerge  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jun^  Pierre  Van  CortUndt,  junior, 
and  WiUiam  Widgery. 

Nays— William  Anderson,  John  Baker,  Abiiah 
Bigelow,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B. 
Kejr,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
William  McCoy,  .Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Lahan 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  sixth  resolution  came  next  under  consid- 
eration (for  a  tax  oo  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 


spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise,)  and  was  nffreed 
to  without  debate — yeas  68,  nays  42,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwefi 
Baseett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  WilUam  A.  Borwell,  WiUiam  Bntlcr,  John 
C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis 
Condict,  WUliam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dhismoor,  EKns  Eaile, 
WUUam  Findley,  Meehack  FrankUn,  Thomas  Gksl- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Oraen,  FeMx  Gnm- 
dy,  BoUittg  HaU,  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Harpv,  Ajlelt 
Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Williaai 
R.  King,  Abner  Laeock,  Peter  Little,  Wm.  Lowndea, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geerge  C.  MaxweU, 
WiUiam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  UtSJam, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelaoo,  An- 
thony New,  Gliomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  larad 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun^  Wm. 
M.  Richardson,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  RobertSp  Ebe- 
nezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
SmiUe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  WiUiam  Strong, 
John  TaUaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
jun.,  Robert  WhitehUl,  WUUam  Widgery,  and  Ridiard 
Winn. 

NATS'-^ohn  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Bre^- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham*  Epaphroditns  -Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  WUUam  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold.  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Edwin 
Gray,  Jacob  Hnfty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jack- 
son,  junior,  Phitip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lsib- 
ver,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  ls%  Roy  Ltvingston, 
Amnah  Metcalf  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thoanns  New- 
bold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Bentia- 
min  Pond,  Etisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  WUham 
Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffiy,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip 
Stuart,  SUas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taff> 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Tan 
Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  Whits, 
Thomas  WUson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  seTenth  resolution  (tax  on  sales  at  aoctioa 
of  foreign  merchandise,  &c.)  was  next  agreed 
"^o-^yeas  79,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

YxAs— WUUs  Alston,  jun.,  WUUam  AndesMA,  Sic* 
vsDsen  Archer,  fixekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  BorwcU 
BaMStt,  WUUam  W.  BU>b,  Wm.  Blackledge,  Roheft 
Brown,  WUUam  A.  BurweU,  WUliam  Butler,  John 
C.  Calhoun,'  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis 
Condict,  WUUam  Crawford,  R6ger  Davis,  John  Daw- 
son,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EUas  Eaile, 
WUUam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomaa  Ghol- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green.  Fsfix  Grun- 
dy, BoUing  HaU,  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Harper,  AyleU 
Hawes,  Jacob  HuiW,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  ICenty  WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock.  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  WUUam  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Cleorge  C*  MaxweU, 
Thomas  Moore,  WUUam  McC<^,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jamei$  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Inrael 
Pickens,  Wm.  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benja- 
min Pond,  WiUiam  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneaer 
Seaver  Adam  Seybert,  John  SmiUe,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  WiUiam  Strong,  John  TaliiUerro,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tomer,  jr.,  Fierrs 
Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehUl,  WUUam  Widg- 
ery, Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 
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'  Nats — John   Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 

Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champiun,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos.  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsboroagh,  Edwin  Graj,  Richard  Jackson, 
jpn^  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Pot 
i        ter,  John  Randolph,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
i        Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  La< 
i        ban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 
'  The  eifffath  resolution  (for  a  tax  of  four  cents 

'        per  pound  on  retined  sugar)  was  next  agreed  to*- 
'        yeas  80,  nays  38,  as  follows: 

YsAtf~ Willis  Alston,  junior,  WilHam  Andenon, 
Stevenson  Arcber,  Exekiel  Bacon,  David  Haid,  Bur- 
I  weU  Bassstt,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUIiam  Blackledge, 
I  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WilHam  A.  Burwell, 
'  Wilham  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevec, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,:Wm 
Crawlbfd,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  filias  Earle,  WiUiam  Findley,  Me- 
shaek  Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson,  PeterwHi  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  iheea,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
HalJ,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hofty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnston,  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Jjefe* 
Ter,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  George' C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,,  Samuel  McKee,  Aleicander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thos.  Newbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Wm.  Piper, 
Jas.  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Rich- 
ardson, John  Rhea,  John  Rome,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Sbeneaer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smiiie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  WiHiam  Strong, 
John  TaHaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M«  Tnmp,  Chas. 
Tnnier,  Jan.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Wm.  Widgery,  Ridi*- 
ard  Wmn,  and  Robeit  Wright. 

NATs-^ohn  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  EKjah  Brigham,  Epa- 
^Toditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  WiUiam  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gokl, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jack- 
son, junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lew- 
is, jr.,  Robert  I^  Roy  Livingston,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley, Joseph  Pearson»  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  WiUiam  Rod- 
man, Samuel  Shaw»  Daniel  Shefifej,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  I^eonard  White,  and  Thomas 
Wilson. 

The  ninth  resolution  (for  laying  a  tax  on  car- 
riages of  pleasure,  dtc.)  came  next  on  the  tapis. 
Mr.  Hdfty,  after  adverting  to  (be  great  nam* 
ber  of  carriages  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  of  a 
peculiar  and  cheap  constraetion,  which  would  be 
severely  taxed.  move<jl  an  amendment  going  to 
exempt  from  a  tax  of  three  dollars,  carriages  on 
wooden  springs,  and  to  impose  on  such  a  tax  of 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cent». 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  H^jfty, 
CoNDicT,  and  Wright,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Bacon,  Seybert,  and  Stanford.  The  argu- 
ments for  the  motion  were  founded  on  the  dis- 


proportion of  the  amount  of  tax  to  the  value  of* 
the  article  taxed,  which  generally  cost  less  than 
9100,  &c.  It  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that 
these  carriages  were  nevertheless  used  by  those 
well  able  to  pay  the  tax,  which  was  by  no  means 
disproportionate  to  the  other  taxes  proposed. 

The  motion  was  lost; — ayes  only  six  or  eight. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
as  reported  by  the  Committee,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  72,  nays  48,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wjlliam  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Borwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiDiam  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Da- 
vis, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deeha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Eltas  Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  FranUin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  Peterson  €k>odwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R. 
King,  Abner  Laoock,  Peter  Little,  WiJliam  I^owndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Saml. 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Hugh 
Nelsen,  Anthony  New,  Thomaa  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleaa^ 
ants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richardson, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
John  Smiiie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Talia- 
ferro, Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
junior,  Robc^rt  Whitehill,  Wiltiam  Widge^,  and  Rich- 
ard Winn. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigektw,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham>  Epa- 

Shroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Con- 
ict,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Chas.  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
C.  MaxweU,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Morgan, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Qniney,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henir  M. 
Ridgely,  WiUiam  Rodman,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  She^ 
fey,  Richard  Stanford,  PhiUp  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin TalJmadge,  Laban  Wheaton*  Leonard  White, 
Thomas  WilM>n,  and  Robert  Wright.      , 

The  tenth  resolution  proposea  a  alamp  tax  oa 
certain  bank  and  other  notes. 

The  qneation  on  the  resolution  was  dirided, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Little,  so  as  to  take  a 
question,  distinctly,  on  the  two  clauses  of  the  res- 
olution. 

The  question  on  that  part  which  goes  to  tax 
bank  notes  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every  hun- 
dred dollars  was  carried — yeas  74.  nays  43,  as 
follows: 

VxAS^- Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Ese- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WUIiam  A.  Burwell,  WilUam  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch- 
ran, Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davii> 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias 


1151 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS- 


1152 


H.  OP  R. 


War  Testes, 


March,  1812. 


'Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin^  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goojwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee! 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Nawton,  SteMien  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  James  rleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
WBlimm  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jo- 
nathan Robeits,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Ebenezer  SeaTer,  John 
Sefitfr,  Adam  Sftybert,  John  SmtUe,  George  Smith, 
John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  Georga  M.  Troup,  Charlep 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — WilMam  Anderson,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Big- 
elow,  Harmanns  Bleeeker,  James  Breekenridge,  EUjab 
Brigbam,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittendtn, 
John  Davenport,  jon^  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Chaiies  Goldsbomugh,  Edwin 
Gray,  Riehard  Jackson,  jun*.  Philip  B.  Key,  Lynan 
Law,.  Joseph  Lelevor,  Joseph,  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston*  George  C.  Maxwell,  Ajrchibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  WiUiam  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheff^,  Richard 
Stanlbrd,  Philip  SUurt,  WilUam  Strong,  Lewk  B. 
Sturgea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bet^jamln  Tailmadge,  Labnn 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  WUson. 

The  other  clause  of  the  resolution  proposes  to 
lay  a  tax  of  fire  cents  for  every  handred  dollars, 
qo  all  endorsed  notesof  hand  and  billspf  exchange. 

This  clause  was  objected' to  by  Mr!  Little,  on 
the  ground  of  its  oppressive  nature  and  the  odium 
which  former  experience  had  attached  to  it  in 
the  minds  of  the  people.  The  small  product  it 
would  afibrd  would  not  so  far  to  the  support  of 
the  war;  aod  he  thought  U  might  be  dispens- 
ed with. 

Mr.  Bacon  replied  that  this  tax  was  now  so  ^r- 
Kinged  as  not  to  a£R)rd  the  same  cnuse  of  com- 
pJaint  as  fo^'mer  stamp  taxes,  because  it  would 
not  operate  on  the  poor,  would  subject  the  people 
in  thinly-settled  countries  to  no  difficulty  in  ob- 
tainioi^  them,  and  would  generally  aS«Hst  only 
la  rate  capitalists  or  extensive  traders  in  the  oities. 

Mr.  MoKiii  said  that,  however  oppressive  he 
might  deem  this  and  perhaps  all  the  other  taxes, 
he  Mi  in  «ome  degree  pledged  at  present  to  vote 
for  the  whole  report  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  clause  and  car- 
ried— yeas  65.  nays  53,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eze* 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WUHam  A.  Burwell,  WUlUm  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, liangdon  Cheves,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Eliaa 
Earle,  William  Findley,  Mcshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Met- 


calf, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hogb  Nelson.  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormabgrt 
Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  William  M. 
Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, Ebnezer  Sage,  ^bnezerSeaver,  John  Sevier,  Ada» 
Seybert,  John  SmiJie,  George  Smith,  John  Taliaferro, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  juo., Robert  White- 
hill,  William  Widgery,  and  Richard  Winn. 

NATs-^-WUliam  Anderson,  John  Baker,  Harmnnns 
Bleeeker,  James  Breckenrid^e,-  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martm  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cocn^an,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  FAch, 
Thdmas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  I^wtn  Gray, 
Richard  Jackvon,  jvn.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Leferer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  George  C.  MaxwdU 
Ardiihald  MeBryde,  Jamee  Morgan,  Jonatbaa  O. 
Moaeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  William  Piper,  TimeAhv 
Pitktil,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Eliaha  R.  Patter,  inaiak 
Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Wiiltam  Rodmaft,  Thomas  Sanunona,  Haaaarf 
Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanfbid,  Philip  Btnrt. 
Silas  Stow,  Lewie  B.  Star0Bs,  Samnef  Taggart,  Ban* 
jamin  TalUnadge,  Uri  Traey,  Laban  Wkeaton.  Lees- 
ard  White,  Thomas  Wileoo,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  next  resolution  embraced  the  direct  tax  of 
three  millions,  to  be  apportioned  as  prorided  bj 
the  Constitution. 

On  this  question  a  discussion  took  place,  foreign 
to  the  question  immediately  before  the  Hotise, 
viz :  on  a  doubt  stated  by  Mr.  Randolph,  whe- 
ther the  tax  was  to  be  laid  according  to  the  prea- 
eot  represeotaiioo  in  Congress,  or  according  to 
the  number  of  the  people  of  the  United  Statesas 
ascertained  by  the  latest  enumeration*  Mesara. 
Bacon,  MoKiii,  Lowndm,  and  WiooBaT  declar- 
ed their  opioions  in  faTor  the  Utter  mode ;  but 
Mr.  Randolph  declared  it  to  be  a  ^ueatian  of  ia- 
anperahle  difficulty,  inasmuch  as,  if  the  taxMaoa 
was  apportioned  by  the  present  Congresa  aoeord* 
iDg  to  the  laet  enomsration  (which  has  hoc  yet 
aiected  the  repreeicnution)  it  would  be  a  viote- 
lion  of  the  Fital  principle  of  the  Gonstitution,  ikmt 
representation  and  taxation  must  go  haiul  in  band. 

The  reeoUltion  was  agreed  to,  on  the  queaiio&'s 
being  taken^-yeas  77,  nays  39,  as  follows : 

Yi AS— -Willis  Alston,  inn.,  William  Anderson,  8te- 
Tenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  DaWd  Bard,  Bnrwcll 
Basfett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WilKam  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wilttam 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevea,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Eitaa 
Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Petsrson  Oeodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grondy,  BolMng  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hnfty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johasoa,  Joaeph 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joaeph  l«aia> 
ver,  Peter  Little,  Williiun  Lowndea,  Aaron  Lyle,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  8afla- 
uel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf  Jamaa 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormslnr>  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
ants, lun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richardaon^ 
John  Khea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneiar 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
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John  Smilier  GQarge  Smith,  John  Sraith,  WilUam 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  William  Widgery,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nati— John  Bak^,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanua 
Bleeoker,  Jamee  Breckenrtd^e,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
plnoditas  Champion,  Afarthi  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emett,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  liivingston,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  O.  Mofte- 
ley,  Jose(>h  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Jotfiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturgcs, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Whea- 
fion,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  Dext  resolution,  that  each  Slate  may  pay 
the  whole  direct  tax  apportioned  to  its  share,  with 
a  deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  was  agreed  to — 
yeas  73,  nays  37,  as  follows  : 

YxAfrr— William  Anderson,^Steven8on  Archer,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon.  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WUliam  W. 
Bibb,  William  Bkickledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  WillUm  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch- 
ran, Lewis  Condiet,  WiBiam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias 
Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  ObedHall,  AylettHawes,  Jacob 
Hufky,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes^  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 

I  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Amnah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  b- 
iwA  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage^ 
Ebenecer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sc^bert,  Jehn 

\  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  WilUam  Strong, 
John  TaTiaferro,  Uri,Traey,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 

I       WhitehiU,  WilUam  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — ^John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleeoker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 

I  port,  junior,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 

I  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R#  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  WilUam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
WiUtam  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford, 
PhUip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 

'        Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,^  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

I  Next  came  under  consideration  the  resolution 

,  that  the  taxes  thus  laid  shall  not  take  effect  until 

I  the  commeQcement  of  the  war,  or  until  letters  of 

I  marque  aud  reprisal  shall  hav^e  been  issued.'   This 

I  passed — yeas  80,  nays  26,  as  follows : 

I  ^  YxAS — WUlis  Alston,  junior,  WUliam  Anderson, 

*  Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David 
f  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  WUliam 

*  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert 

*  12thCoN.  IStSfiSS.— 37 


Brown,  WiUiam  A.  BurweU,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  MaUhew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condiet,  WUUam  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Petersen  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Fe- 
lix Grundy,  BolUng  HaU,  Obed  HaU,  Aylett  Hawes, ' 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
WilUam  R  King,  Abner  Lacock,  JosM>h  Lefever,  Pe- 
ter Little,  WUliam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C.  MaxweU,  Thomas  Moore,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  WUliam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Al- 
exander McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thom- 
as Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam 
Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  WUliam  M.  Richard- 
son, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WU- 
liam Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  John  SmUie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  WUliam  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Traqr, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  WhitehiU,  WiUiam 
Widgery,  Thomas  WUson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

N>T8 — Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  EUjah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Davenport,  junior,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Em- 
ott, Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbor^ 
ough,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  WUliam  Reed,  PhiUp  Stuart,  Lewis  6. 
Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
Leonard  White. 

The  next  and  last  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Finance  provides  that  these  taxes 
shall  continue  no  longer  than  one  year  after  the 
conclusion  gf  the  war.  Agreed  to — yeas  72,  nays 
27,  as  follows: 

Yeas — WUUs  Alston,  junior,  WUliam  Anderson^ 
Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David 
Bard,  BurweU  Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WUUam 
Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Jaiiies  Breckenridge,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WUliam  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Jamet 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condiet,  WiUiam  Crawford^  Roger 
DaTis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  WU- 
Uam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
BoUing  HaU,  Obed  HaU,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hy- 
neman, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WilUam 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  WUliam  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  WU- 
Uam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morr<»w,  Hugh  Nelsmi, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun., 
Benjamin  Pond,  WUliam  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmUie, 
George  Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Turner,  junior,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditus Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Charies 
Goldsborough,  Ricluird  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jooiathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph)  Wil- 
Uam Reedy  WiUiam  Rodman,  Richard  Stanford,  PhiUp 
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Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Beojamin  TaMmadga,  La- 
ban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  all  the  resolu- 
tions, taken  together,  and  agreed  to — yeas  56, 
oays  34,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Steven- 
•on  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
■ett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  WiUiam 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  G.  Calhoun,  Lang- 
don  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Condict,  WiUiam 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jos^h  Desha, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes, 
John  M.  flyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WiUiam  R. 
King,  Abncr  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  WiUiam  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKnm,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  NewtoQ,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam M.  Richards,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  and  ChsHea Turner,  jr. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Ab^ah  Bigelow,  James  Breck- 
•nridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Davenport, 
jun.,  WUliam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisba  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Wou  Reed,  WiUiam 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Richard  Stanford,  PhiUp 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stu^ges,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Leon- 
ard White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  resolutions  were  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  with  directions  to 
report  by  bill. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  ORLEANS 
Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 
At  the  request  of  the  convention  assembled  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  on  the  22d  day  of  November  last, 
I  transmit  to  Congress  the  proceedings  of  that  body  in 
pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  '<An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion, and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
the  said  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes.'' 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Makcb  8,  1812. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
haying  been  read,  a  proposition  was  made  to  re- 
fer them  to  a  select  committee ;  but,  before  it 
was  decided,  the  House  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  5. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  raisin^r  an  addi- 
tional military  force.  [The  object  of  the  bill  is, 
to  place  on  the  same  footing,  as  to  rank,  all  the 
officers  of  each  grade  of  the  Army  who  may  be 
appointed  at  the  present  session,  so  as  to  allow 
more  time  for  a  proper  selection  of  the  oiimH* 


dates  for  military  appotatmefits.]  The  details 
of  the  bill  haying  receiyed  some  amendment,  it 
was  ordered  to  he  engrossed  for  a  third  readiog. 
^  Mr.  MooRE  remarked  that,  in  the  system  ef 
discipline  for  the  Armjr  transmitted  to  Uongrcsi 
during  the  present  session,  in  pursuance  of  a  eaH 
from  the  House,  there  was  no  system  of  dieei- 
plioe  for  the  cavalry,  the  necessity  for  whieb  was 
certainly  as  great  as  for  the  oth^ r  branehes  of  oor 
Army.  He,  therefore,  proposed  the  iMoin^ 
resolution:  . 

<*  Rcsohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Hoose  a 
system  of  rules  and  regulations  proper  to  be  adopted 
for  training  and  disciplining  the  cavaliy  of  the  Anny 
and  Militia  of  the  United  Sutes." 

Agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Mooas  and  Mr.  HABPia 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  same 
to  the  President.        .    . 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  *"  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States  at  Knoxyifle,  in  the  district  of  Bast  Ten- 
nessee,^'with  amendments;  and  the  bill  ^making 
further  appropriation  for  the  defence  of  our  mari- 
time frontier,"  also  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

CONfifiriTUTION  6P  ORLEANa 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  pending  when  the  House 
yesterday  adjuurned,  for  reference  of  the  coiuti- 
tuiion  to  a  select  conii;aittee. 

Mr.  PoiNDGXTER  Stated  that  the  fourth  sectioa 
'of  tbe  act  of  the  last  session,  under  which  the 
constitution  had  been  framed,  provided  that  aeep- 
arate  instrument  sboidd  be  transmitted  to  Coo*> 
gress  by  the  convention,  recogoisiog  the  Federal 
Constitution.  It  appeared  that  such  ao  iostm- 
ment  had  not  been  forwarded,  aUhoog h  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  was  recognised  iu  the  body  of 
the  instriNBent  wbicrh  was  now  before  the  House. 
He,  therefore,  moved  an  amendment  going  to  in- 
struct the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedi- 
eney  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  fourth  aecttoa 
of  the  act  of  last  session,  as  f eqaires  a  separata 
instrument  of  recognition. 

Mr.  Dawson  accepted  the  proposed  amead- 
ment  as  a  part  of  his  motion. 

The  constitution  was  then  committed,  with 
this  instruction,  to  a  select  committee,  comprised 
of  the  following  members,  yiz:  Mr.  DawsoHj 
Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Troup,  Mf.  JoaNSON,  Mr» 
FiNDLBY,  Mr.  BioELOw,  aud  Mr.  Pottbb. 

GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright  the  House  resoWed 
itself  into  a  Conimitteeof  tbe  Whole  on  the  hill 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair.  The  bill  di- 
rects the  allowance  at  the  Treasury,  to  the  Gen- 
eral, of  **  the  sum,  of  $1,800,  advanced  by  him  on 

*  the  26th  of  October,  1776,  for  the  recruiting  ser- 
'  yice,  with  legal  interest  for  the  same  from  tbatb 

*  date,  deducting  from  the  amount  9200  advanced 
^  to  him  on  that  account  in  May,  ISIO,  and  that 
^  the  balance  be  paid,''  d^. 
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MjDch  debate  took  f>laee  on  this  claim,  which 
vras  opposed  and  sapported  with  eoDsiderable  zeal. 

The  Coromittee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out material  amendment. 

Co  imnion  of  Mr.  Alston,  the  bill  was  then 
so  amebded  a^  to  authorize  the  settlemeot  of  the 
•laim  at  the  Treasury,  and  the  payment  to  Qen* 
eral  8(.  Clair  of  such  balance  as  toay,  on  such 
aettleroeat,  appear  to  be  due  to  him. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Nelson  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  a  view  to  expunging  the 
amendment  just  agreed  to;  because,  Mr.  N.  said, 
General  St.  Clair's  accouttts  having  been  ^urnt 
m  the  War  0£ee,  it  wonld  be  impossible  that 
be  could  ever  bring  them  to  a  setilemeat  at  the 
Treasury. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  agreed  to,  51  to 
47.  and  the  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson  then  moved  to  erase  the  aiaend- 
nient  just  a^k>pred  in  the  House ;  which  motion, 
after  debate,  was  ai^reed  to;  when  the  bill  again 
oaitte  before  the  House,  but  before  they  decided 
on  it  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried, 
47  to  44. 


Friday  March  6. 

Mr.  Lawis  presented  a  memorial  of  John  Ma- 
soo,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  stating  the  many 
mcooveniences  which  would  result  from  the  cut- 
ting of  a  canal  around  the  western  end  of  the  cause- 
way  leading  from  Mason's  Island  io  the  Virginia 
shore  of  the  Potomac  river,  and  prayiof  that,  in 
case  a  canal  be  cut  around  the  said  causeway, 
the  proprietors  may  be  directed  to  conform  to 
certain  stipulations  mentioned  in  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Lb  WIS  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the  Georgetown  and  Al- 
exandria Turnpike  Road  Compaay,  and  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  Recorder, 'Al<lermen,  and 
Common  Council  of  Qeoivetown,  to  the  same 
effect  with  the  memorial  of  John  Afoson. — Re- 
(brred  to  tlie  Commitiee  for  tbflr  Dbtriet  of  Col- 
luttbia. 

Mr.  JoHi^soN  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Qen^ 
aial  Assembly  or  the  State  of  Kentatky/request- 
ing  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  that 
Stole  io  Congress  to  use  their  best  eiertions  to 
Bracorearoad  to  be  opened,  at  the  public  expense, 
Mm  New  Orleans  to  the  State  of  Kentnclry,  over 
a  route  designated  in  the  said  resolution,--Re- 
fcrred  to.  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN  also  presented  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Kentucky, 
upon  the  subject'of  the  national  miliiia;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  ilie  relief  of  John  N.  Stout; 
which  was  read  twice, and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
I  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  West  j 
,  w4iich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
I     miiiee  of  the  Whole  od  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poinokxtcb, 


le: 


Ruolved,  That  Allan  B.  Magruder,  and  Bli- 

ius  Promentin,  agents  from  the  Territory  of  Or- 

pans,  be  admitted  within  the  Hall  of  Representa- 
tives, anything  in  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  House  resolred  itself  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Niniaa 
Pinkney.  [Mr.  Pinkney  is  a  Captain  in  the  First 
Re^riment  of  Infantry  ot  the  United  States.  His 
claim  is  for  services  rendered  under  an  appoint- 
ment as  Brigade  Major  of  the  Array  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  made  by  General  Wilkinson,  on  30th 
June  1800,  and  subsequently  declared  by  the 
War  Department  to  have  been  unauthorized. 
He  prays  that  he  may  receive  credit  on  the  Ac- 
con  ntant's  books  for  money  drawn  as  connpensa* 
tion  for  the  services  rendered  whilst  acting  in 
that  capacity,  as  his  ordinary  pay  is  now  detained 
to  that  amount.  The  amount  of  the  claim  is 
somewhat  upwards  of  $700.]  After  considerable 
conversation  on  the  bill,  the  question  in  the  House 
on  its  passage  to  a  third  reading  was  negatived, 
44  to  39, 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson  and 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr,  passed  through  Com- 
mittees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
th6  "bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Coorts  of  the  United  States  at  Knoxville,  in  the 
district  of  East  Tennessee,  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee," wiere  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  look  up  the  order  of  the  day  being 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  St.  Clair. 

The  question  pending  when  the  House  yester- 
day adjourned,  was  negatived,  50  to  44. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on  mo< 
tton  of  Mr.  Robbrts,  by  adding,  **  if  the  said  sum 
shaH  be  found  due  to  him  on  a  final  settlement 
of  his  accounts  with  the  United  States''— was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising 
an  additionUl  military  force,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  respect- 
ing the  enrotling  ana  licensing  of  steamboats;'* 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  the  third  time  today. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  removal 
of  the  caoses'dependiog  in  the  respective  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States  in  case  of  the  disabil- 
ity of  the  judges  thereof. 

The  bill  provides  ^'  that  so  much  of  the  act  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States  passed  the  2Sth  of  March,  1809,  as  requires 
the  application  of  the  district  attorney,  or  mar- 
shal of  the  district,  in  writing,  to  authorize  the 
exercise  of  the  power  therein  given  to  a  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  repealed." 

It  appeared,  from  the  conversation  which  took 
place  on  this  bill,  that  the  District  Attorney  and 
MarahftI  of  the  State  of  New  York,  had  withheld 
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the  wrhteD  application  required  b]r  law  ta  an  ez- 
istiDg  case  of  the  absence  of  the  judge  of  that 
district  from  the  State.  The  object  of  the  bill 
was  stated  to  be,  to  make  it  the  dutjr  of  the  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  to  eiereise  the  powers  in 
toch  case  given  by  law^  on  satisfactory  evidence 
of  the  ab^oce  or  inability  of  the  district  judge. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

WEST  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  JoHRsoN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

"Benfhed,  That  a  committaa  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  situation  of  that  part  of  West  Florida 
west  of  the  Perdido  river,  the  possession  of  which  was 
taken  under  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stotes  on  the  27th  of  October,  1810,  and  that 
the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  Pitkin, inquiring  the  particular  object  of 
this  motion — 

Mr.  JoHNsoii  replied  that,  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  terri- 
tory embraced  by  the  resolution  was  attached  to 
the  Orleans  Territory.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
eonstittuion  of  that  Territory,  in  conformity  to 
the  law  of  Congress,  had  arrived,  and  was  now  be- 
fore the  House.  The  Territory  in  question,  not 
being  included  within  the  limits  prescribed  for 
the  new  State,  must  either  be  attached  to  some 
other  government  or  included  fb  a  separate  ad- 
ministration. In  addition  to  this  circumstance, 
there  were  many  grievances  of  which  the  people 
of  that  Territory  complained,  which  required  in- 
Testigalion.  He  had  a  number  of  memorials  in 
his  possessiop,  the  reference  of  which,  at  a  proper 
time,  he  would  move  to  that  committee. 

The  resdutioB  was  adopted,  and  Mr.  Jam sok, 
Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Sevier, and 
Mr.  Chittenden,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

TENT4C8SEE  LANDS. 
Mr.  Grundt  observed,  that  the  great  pressure 
of  business  of  a  general  nature  had  heretofore 
prevented  him  from  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  subjVct  in  which  a  large  number  of 
his  constituents,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  North  Carolina,  felt  a  deep  interest;  that 
in  the  act  (commonly  called  the-  cession  act,) 
passed  by  North  Carolina,  by  which  that  State 
vested  in  the  United  States  the  western  part  of 
that  State,  which  now  forms  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee— there  was  a  provision,  that  all  the  land 
claims  then  existing  against  North  Carolina  should 
be  satisfied  by  the  General  Government*  Con- 
gress, by  accepting  the  cession,  had  bound  the 
United  States  to  comply  with  the  condition  upon 
which  the  cession  was  made.  Although  the  Gen- 
eral Government  have  already  done  much  to- 
wards satisfying  those  claims,  suH  much  remains 
to  be  done ;  and  the  inquiry  I  propose  to  institute 
(said  Mr.  G.)  is  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
propriety  of  taking  such  steps  as  will  procure  im- 
men iate  satisfaction  for  claims  which  have  already 
remained  too  long  unsatisfied.  It  will  be  proper 
tp  observe,  that  the  United  States  at  this  time 


hold  a  tract  of  country  k  West  Tenncsiee,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extiagtiiahed. 
So  far  aa  relates  to  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  bat 
Congress  ought  to  act ;  and  as  thn  will  produce 
an  invMigation  into  the  amount  of  msatisfied 
daim^L  when  tbe  committee  report  on  thia  sab- 
ject,  the  neaeisity  of  extinguishing  the  Iiidiaa 
title  for  the  purpose  of,  satisfying  iheae  elaiaai 
will  be  apparent  to  that  department  of  tkm  Gov- 
ernment, within  whose  province  it  is  to  make 
treaties  with  the  Indiaa  tribes.  Mr.  GL  obserrel 
that  the  second  provision  of  his  resolation  wooU 
be  rendered  more  material,  in  case  the  Indian  title 
to  lands  in  West  Tennessee  should  not  be  speed- 
ily extinguished ;  and  all  who  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  origin  of  claims  in  that  part  of  the  coontrj 
of  which  he  was  speaking,  would  ieadil^  admit 
it.  The  State  of  North  Carolina,  at  mn  earlf 
period, authorized  her  citizens  who  had  held  daioBs 
of  a  particular  description  against  that  State,  to 
locate  lands  in  that  part  of  Uie  country  io  satia- 
faction  of  those  claims.  Many  entries  were  oaade ; 
the  witnesses  by  whom  the  objects  called  for  in 
those  claims  can  be  proved  are  but  few,  aad  the 
number  rapidly  diminishing ;  besides,  eren  the 
objects  themselves,  on  which  the  validity  of  many 
titles  may  depend,  may  so  change  io  a  long  coarse 
of  years,  that  the  witnesses,  if  alive,  may  not  be 
able  to  recognise  them.  I  wish  Congress  to  see 
plainly  the  true  situation  io  which  those  elainaats 
are  placed,  and '  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  bat 
that  a  suitable  provision  will  be  made.  At  prea- 
sent  the  laws  of  Congress  prohibit  any  citizea 
from  going  into  that  part  of  the  eountryt  or  doing 
any  act  whatever  by  which  the  evidenea  of  hit 
claim  can  be  preserved.  These  men  are,  thea, 
placed  in  this  condition :  they  have  paid  North 
Carolina  for  the  lands — the  United  Sutes  have 
pledged  th^BKclves  that  they  shall  be  satisfied, 
and  Congress  by  law  have  prohibited  the  daioi- 
ants  from  seearlii]^  those  claims.  This  is  ceruialy 
doing  sOch  injustice  to  fair  purchasers,  that  I  am 
persuaded  this  resolution  will  not  only  be  adopted, 
but  that  the  obje^ls  I  have  io  view  will  be  attained 
as  speedily  as  the  existing  circumstances  of  tJM 
country  will  admit. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  offered  by  Bir. 
Grdnoy,  Which  was  agreed  to : 

^'Bt9ohed,  That  the  Comiaittee  on  Public  lands 
be  directed  to  inquire,  what  farther  proviaioBs  are  bo-> 
cessary  to  be  made  ibr  satbfying  such  claims  to  laadi^ 
within  the  State  of  Tennesfee,  as  are  recogniaed  by 
the  act  of  cession  from  the  State  of  North  Caroiina 
to  the  United  States,  and  are  not  at  this  time  located, 
and  that  they  also  inquire  into  the  proper  steps  to  be 
taken  for  perpetuating  the  testimony  and  establishing 
the  claims  to  lands  heretofore  located  (agreeably  to  the 
laws  of  North  Carolina)  in  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  which  the  Indiaa  title  is  not  extinguished, 
and  diat  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise," 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  House  took  up  the  Senate':i  amendment 
to  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime  fron- 
tier. [The  amendment  reduces  the  appropriation 
from  one  million  to  half  a  million  of  dollars.] 

Messrs.  Blacklkoob  and  Pottbr  opposed  the 
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amendmeDt  on  the  ground  of  the  inezpedieDcy  of 
MreakeDiDg  the  defence  of  oar  ports. 

The  question  on  concurrence  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  60,  nays  50,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr^  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  bojd,  Roheri  Brown, 
MTUliam  A.  Bnrwell,  William  BiUler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Mstlhew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
Ibrd,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Blias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Granny, 
Boiling  Han,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Sawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Jolin  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle,.  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Aru- 
nah  Metcalf,  James.  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleaaants,  jr.,  Benja- 
min Pond;  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
AVilliam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith 
William  Strong,  John  Taiiaferro>  Qeoige  M.  Troup, 
Robert  Whitehili,  William  Widgery>  and  Richard 
Winn. 

NjLia— Stevenson  Aroher,  John  Baker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Hai^ 
manus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  El^ah  Brigham, 
Bpaphroditus  Champi9n,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis 
CoAdiet.  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wm.  Ely,  James  Emott, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.„  William  R.  King>  Lyman  Law^  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  James  Milnor,  Jonatiian  O. 
Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newto]|,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  William 
M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgelv,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Themas  Snnmoas,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stnr- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Chariee  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

8o  the  appropriation  now  stands  at  ^500,000.' 


Monday,  March  9« 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  committee' to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '^  to  promote 
the  progress  of  science  and  nse^il  arts,  by  seeor- 
ing,  for  a  limited  time,  to  the  inventors,  the 
exclusive  right  to  their  respective  discoveries/' 
reported  several  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  committed 
<o  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Bla^den  and  others,  stating  that  they  have  claims 
against  the  United  States  to  a  considerable 
amount  for  work  done  on  both  wings  of  the  Cap- 
itol, undercontracts  made  with  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings ;  praying  that  some  provision 
may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  same.— Rer 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

UNCHARTERED  BANKS. 

Mr.  Gbolson  skid,  he  had  been  informed, 
through  the  newspapers  and  other  channek  en- 
titled to  his  confidence,  that  an  association  was 
forming  in  the  town  of  Alexandria  to  establish 


an  additional  bank  in  that  place  without  a  charter 
of  incorporation,  provided  the  petition  which  had  ' 
been  presented  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature for  one  should  fail.  He  said  that  no  meia- 
bcr  would  more  cheerfully  than  himself  grant  to 
that  association  a  bank  charter,  if  the  proprietf 
Of  atility  of  such  a  measure  could  be  shown*  He, 
however,  had  always  been  decfdediy  opposed  to 
the  establishment  of  banks  without  legal  author- 
ity. Many  parts  of  the  Union  had,  he  believed, 
suffered  from  the  inundation  of  paper  emitted  by 
unauthorized  institutions  of  this  sort.  He  was' 
unwilling  that  this  District  should  participate  of 
such  an  eVil.  He  would  therefore  submit  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution : 

Resokedy  Thai;  the  Committee  en  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediaiicy 
of  prohibiting  within  said  District  the  drculation  of  the 
notes  of  anyiank  not  estabtished  by  law,  and  that  they 
have^  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwias. 

Mr.  Little  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table ;  as  he  was  informed  that  the  associa- 
tion to  which  tMe  gentleman  had  alluded,  was 
about  appl)^iDg  for  a  charter. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Oholson  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Alston  on  the  ground  ot  the  impropriety  of 
Congress  legislating  on  this  subject,  unless,  in- 
deed, it  were  to  make  every  individual  responsi- 
ble for  the  notes  of  the  bank,  dte.  It  was  support- 
ed by  Mr.  Bassett,  who  deprecated  the  over- 
whelming torrent  of  bank  paper,  which  flooded 
the  country,  whichlmight  eventually  much  injure 
those  planters  of  Virginia  or  Maryland  who  should 
placecon6dence  in  the  paper  of  unchartered  banks, 
and  by  the  insolvency  of  such  institutions  be  left 
without  redress. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

BRITISH  INTRIGUES. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tht 
President  op  the  United  States  ; 
To  the  Senate  and  Howe  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States.' 

I'  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  certain  doeumente 
which  remain  in  the  Department^  of  State.  They 
prove  that  at  a  recent  period,  whilst  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  the  wrongs  sustained  by  Aem,  ceased 
not  to  observe  the  laws  of  pe^ce  and  neutrality  towards 
Great  Britain,  and  in  the  midst  of  amicable  professions 
and  negotiaUons  on  therpait  of  the  British  Government, 
through  its  public  Ministers  here,  a  secret  agent  of  that 
Government  was  employed  in  certain  States,  more  es- 
pecially at  the  seat  of  Government  in  Massachusetts, 
m  fomenting  disaffection  to  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  nation ;  and  in  intriprues  with  the  disaffected  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  about  resistance  to  the  laws ; 
and  eventually,  in  concert  with  a  British  force,  of  de- 
stroying the  Union  and  forming  the  Eastern  part  there- 
of into  a  political  connexion  with  Crreat  Britain. 

In  addition  to  the  effect  which  the  discovery  of  such 
a  procedure  ought  to  have  on  the  Public  Councils,  it 
will  not  fail  to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all  good 
citizens  that  happy  Union  of  these  States,  which,  under 
Divine  Providence,  is  the  guarantee  of  their  liberties^ 
their  safety,  their  tranquilli^,  and  theh'  prosperity. 

JAMM  MADISON. 
Mabcb  9,  1812. 
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i^.  Henry  to  itr,  Monroe* 
Pini.ABBLPHiA,  February  20;  1812. 

8iB :  Modi  obtenrmtion  and  experience  hsTe  con- 
^Hseed  me,  tbat  the  injuries  and  ioflolU  with  which  the 
United  Btatee  have  been  so  long  and  so  IreqoentJy 
irisiledy  and  which  cause  their  present  embarraasment, 
ha?e  been  owing  to  an  opinion  entertained  by  foreign 
States,  **  that  in  any  Aei^nre  tending  lo  wound  their 
pride,  or  provoke  their  hostility,  the  Gcfvemment  of 
this  country  could  never  induce  a  great  majority  of  its 
citizens  to  concur." — ^And  as  many  of  the  evils  which 
flow  fi-om  the  influence  of  this  opinion  on  the  policy  of 
fcreign  nations,  may  be  removed  by  any  act  Utat  tan 
produce  unanimity  among  all  parties  in  America,  I  vol- 
untarily tender  to  you,  sir,  such  means,  as  I  possess, 
towards  promoting  so  desirable  and  important  an  ob- 
ject; which,  if  accomplished,  cannot  fail  to  extinguish, 
perhaps  forever,  those  expectations  abroad,  which  may 
protract  indefinitely  an  accommodation  of  existing  dif- 
ftreiioes»  and  check  the  progress  of  industry  and  pros- 
perity in  this  risiBg  Empire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herevrith  the  documents 
and  eorrespondence  relating  to  an  important  mission 
in  whidh  I  was  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  the  late 
Governor  General  of  the  British  Provinces  in  North 
America,  in  the  Winter  of  the  year  1809. 

The  publication  of  these  papers  wiU  demonstrate  a 
fact  not  less  valuable  than  ^good  already  propoeed ;  it 
will  prove  that  jno  reliance  ought  te  be  placed  on  the 
profiMsions  of  good  faith  of  an  Administration,  which, 
ij  a  series  of  disastrous  events,  has  fidlen  into  such 
hands  as  a  Ca&tlereagh,  a  Wellesley,  or  a  Liverpool — 
I  should  rather  say  into  the  hands  of  the  stupid  subal- 
terns, to  whom  the  pleasures  and  the  indolence  of  those 
Ministers  have  consigned  it. 

In  contributing  to  the  good  of  the  United  States  by 
an  exposition  which  cannot  (I  think)  fail  to  solve  and 
melt  all  division  and  disunion  among  its  citizens,  I 
flatter  myself  with  the  fond  expectation  that  when  it  is 
made  public  in  England  it  will  add  one  great  motive  to 
the  many  that  already  exist,  to  induce  that  nation  to 
withdraw  its  confidence  from  men  whose  political 
career  is  a  fruitful  source  of  injury  and  embarrassment 
in  America;  of  injustice  and  misety  in  Ireland;  of 
distress  and  apprehension  in  England;  and  con- 
tempt everywhere.  In  maAung  this  communication 
to  you,  sir,  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  distinctly  and 
unequivocally  to  state  that  I  adopt  no  party  views ; 
that  I  have  not  changed  any  of  my  political  o{Mniona ; 
that  I  neither  seek  nor  desire  the  patronage  nor  coun- 
tenance of  any  Government  nor  of  any  party ;  and  that, 
in  addition  to  the  motives  already  expressed,  I  am  influ- 
enced by  a  just  resentment  of  the  perfidy  and  dishonor 
of  those  who  first  violated  the  conditions  upon  which  I 
received  their  confidence ;  who  have  injured  me  and 
disappointed  the  expecUtions  of  my  friends,  and  led  me 
no  choice  but  between  a  degrading  acquiescence  in  in- 
justice, and  a  retaliation  which  is  necessary  to  secure 
to  me  my  own  respect. 

This  wound  will  be  felt  where  it  is  merited ;  and  if 
Sir  James  Craig  still  h've,  his  share  of  the  pain  will  ex- 
cite no  sympathy  among  those  who  are  at  all  in  the 
secret  of  our  connexion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
^•at,dtc 

J.  HENRY, 

To  Hon.  Jambs  Moitbob, 

Setr^Utry  of  State,  4«* 


No.1. 
Mr.  Ryland,  Secretary  to  Sir  James  Craig,  late  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  British  Provinces  in  licwtfa 
America,  to  Mr.  Henry. 
ApfHcation  to  undertake  the  Miuion  to  the  Uoiied 
'    States. 
[Most  secret  and  cenfidentiaL] 

QuBBBc,  January  Sfl^  l80tL 
Mt  Dbar  Stb  :  The  extraordinary  state  of  things  tt 
this  time  in  the  neighboring  States  has  waggemtad  w 
the  Govemor-in-Chief  the  idea  of  employing  joa  on  a 
secret  and  confidentia]  mission  to  Boston,  provided  an 
arrangement  can  be  made  to  meet  the  important  end 
in  view,  without  throwing  an  absolute  obstacle  in  tbe 
way  of  your  professional  pursuits.  Tlie  inlbrraatioa 
and  political  observstions  heretofore  received  from  you 
were  transmitted  by  his  Excellency  to  the  Secretazy 
of  State,  who  has  expressed  his  particular  approbation 
of  them ;  and  there  ia  no  doubt  that  your  aMe  execu- 
tion of  such  a  mission  ^  I  have  suggested,  wook)  give 
you  a  claim,  not  only  on  the  Goven^r  General,  but 
on  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  which  nnght  eventoallv 
oontribnfe  to  your  advantage.  Ton  will  have  the  good- 
ness, therefore,  to  acquaint  me,  for  hia  Bzeellency's 
infbrmatioo,  whether  you  could  make  it  convenient  te 
engage  in  a  nusftion  of  this  nature,  and  what  pecuni- 
ary assistance  would  be  requisite  to  enable  yon  to 
undertake  it,  without  iigury  to  yonrselfl 

At  present,  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  add,  iSbat 
the  Governor  would  furnish  you  with  a  cipher  ior  car- 
rying on  your  correspondence ;  and  that,  in  case  the 
leading  PBrty  in  any  of  the  States  wished  to  <^pen  a 
communication  with  thia  Government^ their  views  mi|^ 
be  communicated  through  you. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  my  dear  sir,  your 
most  faithful,  humble  servant, 

HERMAN  W.  BTLAND. 
Jonir  HxiTBT,  Esq. 

No.  2. 
€leBciai  loalruetions  from  Sir  J.  H.  Craig  to  Mr.  Haniy, 

respecting  his  Secret  Mission. 

Hie  ExceUeneu  the  Govemor4n»  Chief  e  InairueHmu 

to  Mr,  Henry,  of  P^bruary,  1809. 

[Mostaesret  and  oanfidentiaL] 

QuBBBC,  February  6,  1809. 

Sim :  As  yen  have  so  readily  undertaken  the  eervioe 
which  I  have  suggested  to  you,  as  being  likely  to  be 
attsttdiod  with  much  benefit  to  the  public  inletests,  £ 
am  to  request,  that,  with  your  earliest  convenience,  yom 
will  proceed  to  Boston. 

The  principal  object  that  I  recommend  to  your  atten* 
tion,  is,  the  endeavor  to  obtain  the  most  accurate  infbr- 
mation  of  the  true  state  of  afiairs  in  that  part  of  the 
Union,  which,  from  its  wealth,  the  number  of  its  inhab* 
itant8,and  the  known  intelligence  and  ability  of  several 
of  its  leading  men,  must  naturally  possess  a  very  con- 
siderable influence  over,  and  will  indeed  probably  lead 
the  other  Eastern  States  of  America  in  the  part  that 
they  may  take  at  this  important  crisis. 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  point  out  to  yon  the  mode  by 
which  you  will  be  most  likely  to  obtain  thta  important 
information ;  your  own  judgment,  and  the  connexions 
which  you  may  have  in  the  town,  must  be  your  guide. 
I  think  it,  however,  necessaiy  to  pot  you  on  your  guard 
against  the  sanguineness  of  an  aspiring  party.  The 
Federalists,  as  I  understand,  have  at  all  times  discov* 
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eted  a  lesnins  td  this  disposition ;  and  their  being  ander 
its  particular  in6aence,  at  this  moment,  is  the  more  to 
be  expected,  from  their  haWng  no  ill-foanded  ground 
for  their  hopes  of  being  nearer  the  attainment  of  their 
object  than  they  have  been  for  some  years  past 

In  the  general  terms  which  I  have  made  use  of  in 
describing  the  object  jwhich  I  recommend  to  your  atten- 
tion, it  is  scarcely  necessary  that  I  shoqld  oBserre,  I 
indnde  the  state  of  the  puiiUc  opinion,  both  with  regard 
to  their  internal  politics,  and  to  the  probability  of  a  war 
with  England;  the  comparative  strength  of  the  two 
great  parties  into  which  Uie  country  is  divided,  and  the 
Tiews  and  designs  of  that  which  may  ultimately  prevaiL 

It  has  been  supposed,  that,  if  the  Federalists  of  the 
Eastern  States  should  be  successful  in  obtaining  that 
decided  inflaence,  which  may  enable  them  to  direct  the 
public  opinion,  it  is  not  improbable,  that,  rather  than 
submit  to  a  continuance  of  the  difficulties  and  distress 
to  Which  they  are  now  subject,  they  will  exert  that 
influence  to  bring  about  a  separation  from  the  general 
Union.  The  earliest  information  on  this  subject  may 
be  of  great  consequdnce  to  our  Government,  as  it  may 
also  be,  that  it  should  be  informed  how  far,  in  such  an 
event,  they  would  look  up  to  England  for  assistance, 
or  be  disposed  to  enter  into  a  connexion  with  us. 

Although  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  that  you 
should  in  any  manner  appear  as  an  avowed  agent,  yet, 
if  you  could  contrive  to  obtain  an  intimacy  with  any 
of  the  leading  iwrty,  it  qiay  not  be  improper  that  you 
should  insinuate,  (though  with  great  caution,)  that,  if 
they  should  wish  to  enter  into  any  communication  with 
our  Government,  through  me,  you  are  authorized  to 
receive  any  such,  and  will  safely  transmit  it  to  me. 
And  as  it  may  not  be  impossible  that  they  should  require 
some  document,  by  which  tbey  may  be  assured  that 
you  are  really  in  the  situation  m  which  you  represent 
yourself  I  enclose  a  credential,  to  be  produced  in  that 
Tiew.  But,  I  most  particularly  enjoin  and  direct  that 
you  do  not  make  any  use  of  this  paper,  unless  a  desire 
to  that  purpose  should  be  expressed,  and  unless  you 
see  good  ground  for  expecting  that  the  doing  so  may 
lead  to  a  more  confidential  communication  than  you 
can  otherwise  look  for. 

In  passing  through  the  State  of  Vermont,  you  will 
of  course  exert  your  endeavors  to  procure  all  the  infor- 
mation that  the  short  stay  you  will  probably  make 
there  will  admit  of.  Tou  will  use  your  own  discretion 
as  to  delaying  your  journey  with  this  view,  more  or 
less,  in  proportion  to  your  prospects  of  obtaining  any 
information  of  consequence. 

I  request  to  hear  from  you  as  frequently  as  possible, 
and  as  letters  directed  to  me  might  excite  suspicion,  it 
may  be  as  well  that  you  put  them  under  cover  to  Mr. 

,  and  as  even  the  addressing  letters  always  to  the 

same  person  might  attract  notice,  I  recommend  your 
sometimes  addressing  your  packet  to  the  Chief  Justice 
here,  or  occasionally,  though  seldom,  to  Mr.  Ryland, 
but  never  with  the  addition  of  his  official  description. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoHH  Hs5KT,  Esq.  J.  H.  CRAJG 

Citpy  of  the  "  eredentioT*  given  by  Sir  James  Craig 
to  Mr»  Henry* 
The  bearer,  Mr,  John  Henry,  is  employed  by  me, 
•ad  fbU  confidence  may  be  placed  in  him  for  any  com- 
monication  which  any  person  may  wish  to  make  to  me 
in  the  business  committed  to  him.  In  faith  of  which 
I  have  given  him  this  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Que- 
bec, the  6th  day  of  Febmary,  1809. 


[Copies  of  the  letters  firom  Mr.  Henry  to  Sir  James 
Craig,  relative  to  his  mission  to  the  United  States,  in 
the  year  1609.] 

No.  1. 

An^er  to  the  letter  of  Mr,  Secretary  RyUmd,  propoe* 

ing  the  misaion,  4^. 

MoHTKEAL,  Jan,  81, 1809. 

Sia :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  your  letter 
of  the  26th  instant,  written  by  the  desire  of  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Oovernor-in-Chief,  and  hasten  to  express, 
through  you,  to  his  Excellency,  my  readiness  to  com* 
ply  with  his  wishes. 

I  need  not  add  how  very  flattering  it  is  to  receive 
from  His  Excellency  the  assurance  of  the  approbation 
of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  very  hum- 
ble services  that  I  may  have  rendered. 

If  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  I  am  to  be  en- 
gaged will  r^uire  no  other  disbursemento  than  for  my 
individual  excuses,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  these  can 
exceed  my  private- resources. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  taks  my  departure  before  my  in- 
structions can  be  made  out. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H. 

H.  W.  Rtlahd,  Esq.,  Secretary,  ^e. 

No.  2. 

To  Hie  Excellency  the  Governor  General,  4'^.,  in  an- 
ewer  to  his  letter  of  instructions,  4^. 

MoiTTRBAL,  Feb,  10, 1809. 
Sim :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Excellency's  letter  of  instructions,  the  letter  of 
credence,  and  the  cipher  for  carrying  on  my  corre- 
spondence. I  have  bestowed  much  pains  upon  the 
cipher,  and  am,  notwithstanding  this,  deficient  in  some 

r>inta  which  might  enable  me  to  understand  it  clearly, 
have  com|mred  the  example  with  my  own  exemplifi- 
cation of  tM  cipher,  and  find  a  difference  in  the  re- 
sulta ;  and  as  the  present  moment  seems  favorable  to 
the  interference  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  the 
measures  pursued  by  the  Federal  party  in  the  North- 
em  Statesi,  and  more  especially  as  the  Assembly  of  Mas- 
sachusetta  is  now  in  session,  I  think  it  better  to  set 
forward  immediately,  than  wait  for  any  further  expla- 
nation of  the  means  of  carrying  on  a  secret  correspond- 
ence, which  the  frequency  of  safe  private  conveyances 
to  Canada  will  render  almost  wholly  unnecessary. 
Should  it,  however,  be  necessary  at  any  time,  I  take 
leave  to  suggest  that  the  index  alone  furnishes  a  very 
safe  and  simple  mode.  In  it  there  is  a  number  for 
every  letter  in  the  alphabet,  and  particular  numbers 
for  particular  phrases ;  so  that  when  I  do  not  find  in  the 
index  the  particular  word  I  want,  I  can  spell  it  with 
the. figures  which  stand  opposite  to  the  letters.  For 
example,  if  I  want  to  say  that "  troops  are  at  Albany," 
I  find  under  the  letter  T,  that  No.  16  stands  for  "troops," 
and  number  125  for  "Albany ;  the  intervening  words 
**  are  at*'  I  supply  by  figures  corresponding  with  the 
letters  in  these  words. 

It  will  be  necessaty  to  provide  against  accident  by 

addressing  the  letters  to  Mr. ,  of  Montreal,  with  a 

small  mark  on  the  corner  of  the  envelope,  which  he 
will  understand.  When  he  receives  it  he  will  then 
address  the  enclosure  to  your  Excellency,  and  send  it 
from  Montreal  by  mail.  I  will  be  careful  not  to  address 
your  Excellency  in  the  body  of  the  letter,  nor  sign  my 
name  to  any  of  them.  They  will  be  merely  designated 
by  the  initials  A.  B. 

If  this  mode  should,  in  any  respect,  appear  ezcep-> 
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lioBtble,  your  Exeelleacy  w|U  have  tht  goodness  to 
order  «  more  particular  explanation  of  ihe  card.  It 
would  reach- me  in  safety  enclosed  to  — : — ,  Boston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  your 
Bzcellency's  most  obedient  servant,  &c.  J.  H. 

Ko.  8.    . 
BuBLiireTOir,  (Vt.,)  Feb.  14,  180». 

8in :  I  have  remained  here  two  days  in  order  fuUy 
to  ascertain  the  progress  of  the  arrangements  hereto- 
fore  made  for  organizing  an  efficient  opposition  to  the 
General  Government,  as  well  as  to' become  acquainted 
with  the  opinions  of  the  leading  people  relative  to  the 
measures  oi  that  party  which  has  the  ascendant  in  the 
National  Councils. 

On  the  subject  of  the  embargo  laws  there  seems  to 
be  but  one  opinion :  namely,  that  they  are  unnecessary, 
oppressive,  and  unconstitutional.  It  must  also  be  ob- 
served, that  the  execution  of  them  is  so  invidious  as  to 
attract  toward  the  officers  of  Government  the  enmity 
of  the  people,  which  is  of  course  transferable  to  the 
Government  itself;  so  that,  in  case  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts should  take  any  bold  step  toward  resisting  the 
execution  of  theae  laws,  it  ib  highly  probable  that  it 
may  calculate  upon  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont 

I  learn  that  the  Governor  of  this  State  is  now  visit- 
ing the  towns  in  the  northern  section  of  it,  and^akes 
no  secret  of  his  determination,  as  Commander-iH-Chief 
of  the  militia,  to  refuse  obedience  to  any  command 
from  the  General  Government  which  can  tend  to  inter- 
jTUpt  the  good  understanding  that  prevails  between  the 
citizens  of  Vermont  and  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  Can- 
ada. It  is  further  intimated  that,  in  case  of  a  war,  he 
will  use  his  influence  to  preserve  this  State  neutral,  and 
resist,  with  all  the  force  he  can  command,  any  attempt 
to  make  it  a  party.  I  need  not  add  that,  if  these  reso- 
lutions are  carried  into  effect,  the  State  of  Vermont 
may  be  considered  as  an  ally  of  Great  Britain; 

To  what  extent  the  sentiments  which  prcvaO  in  this 
quarter  exist  in  the  neighboring  States,  or  even  in  the 
eastern  section  of  this  State,  I  am  not  able  to  conjec- 
ture. I  only  say  with  certainty,  that  the  leading  men 
of  the  Federal  party  act  in  concert ;  and  therefore  in- 
fer that  a  common  sentiment  pervades  the  whole  body 
throughout  New  England. 

I  hfive  seen  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  now  in  Wash- 
ington to  his  correspondent  in  this  place ;  and,  as  its 
contents  may  serve  to  throw  some  light  on  passing 
events  there,  I  shall  send  either  the  original,  or  a  copy, 
with  this  despatch.  The  writer  of  the  letter  is.  a  man 
of  character  and  veracity ;  and,  whether  competent  or 
not  to  form  correct  opinions  himself,  is  probably  within 
the  reach  of  all  the  knowledge  that  can  be  obtained  by 
the  party  to  which  he  belongs. 

It  appears  by  his  statement  that  there  is  a  very  form- 
idable majority  in  Congress  on  the  aide  of  the  Admin- 
istration ;  notwithstanding  which«  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  hope,  that  the  Northern  States,  in  their  distinct 
capacity,  will  unite,  and  resist,  by  force,  a  war  with 
Great  Britain.  In  what  mode  this  resistance  will  first 
show  itself  is  probably  not  yist  determined  upon  ;  and 
may,  in  some  measure,  depend  upon  the  reliance  that 
the  leading  men  may  place  upon  assurances  of  supjport 
from  His  Majesty's  representative  in  Canada ;  and  as 
I  shall  be  on  the  spot  to  tender  this  whenever  the  mo- 
ment arrives  that  it  can  be  done  with  effect,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  all  their  measures  may  be  made  subordinate 
to  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's  Government  Great 
pains  are  taken  by  the  men  of  talents  and  intelligence 


to  confirm  the  fears  of  the  common  people,  ms  to  the 
concurrence  of  the  Southern  Democrats  in  the  pro- 
jects of  France ;  and  everything  tends  to  encourage 
the  belief,  that  the  dissolution  of  the  Confedermcj  wfll 
be  accelerateii  by  the  spirit  which  now  actuates  hoth 
political  parties.    I  am,  Ac  A.  B. 

No.  4. 
Wiirosom,  (Vt.,)  Feb.  19,  18W. 
■    Sim  :    My  last  (No.  3)  was  written  at  Burlington, 
the  principal  town  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of 
Vermont    I  am  now  at  the  principal  town   in  the 
eastern  section. 

The  fallacy  of  men's  opinions,  when  they  act  nndcr 
the  influence  of  sensibility,  and  are  strongly  excited  by 
those  hopes  which  always  animate  a  rising  party,  led 
me  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  opinions  which  I 
received  in  the  northern  section  of  this  State;  which 
from  its  contiguity  to  Canada  and  necessary  inte^ 
course  with  Montre&l,  has  a  stronger  interest  in  pro- 
moting a  good  understanding  with  His  Mi^eaty's  Gov- 
ernment. Therefore,  since  my  departure  from  Bur- 
lington, I  have  sought  every  favorable  occasion  of  con- 
versing with  the  Democrats  on  the  probable  result  d 
the  policy  adopted  by  the  General  Gt>vernment  The 
difference  of  opinion  is  thus  expressed.  The  Federal 
party  declare  that,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  the  State  of 
Vermont  will  treat  separately  for  itsel/ with  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  and  support  to  the  utmost  the  stipulations  into 
which  it  may  enter,  without  any  regard  to  the  pohcj 
of  the  General  Government  The  Democrats,  on  the 
other  hand,  assert,  that  in  such  a  case  as  that  contem- 
plated, the  people  would  be  nearly  divided  into  equal 
numbers ;  one  of  which  would  support  the  Govern- 
ment, if  it  could  be  done  without  involving  the  people 
in  a  civil  war,  but,  at  all  events,  would  risk  everything 
in  preference  to  a  coalition  with  Great  Britain.  This 
difference  of  opinion  is  not  to  be  wholly  ascribed  to  the 
prejudices  of  party.  The  people  in  the  eastern  section 
of  Vermont  are  not  operated  upon  by  the  same  hopes 
and  feara  as  those  on  the  borders  of  the  British  colony. 
They  are  not  dependenf  on  Montreal  for  the  sale  of 
their  produce  nor  the  supply  of  foreign  commodities. 
They  are  not  apprehensive  of  any  serious  dangers  or 
inconvenience  from  a  state  of  war;  and  although  they 
admit  that  the  Governor,  Council,  and  three-fourths  of 
the  represe^ntation  in  Congress  are  of  the  Federal  party, 
yet  they  do  not  believe  that  the  State  would  standalone 
and  resist  the  National  Government  They  do  not, 
however,  deny  that,  should  the  State  of  Vermont  con- 
tinue to  be  represented  as  it  is  at  present,  it  would  in 
all  probability  unite  with  the  neighboring  States  in  any 
serious  plan  of  re^tance  to  a  war  which  it  might  seem 
expedient  to  adopt  This,  I  think,  is  the  safer  opinion 
for  you  to  rely  on ;  if,  indeed,  reliance  ought  to  be 
placed  on  any  measure  depending  upon  the  will  of  the 
rabble,  which  ia  ever  changing,  and  must  erer  be 
marked  with  ignorance,  caprice,  and  inconsistency. 
As  the  crisis  approaches,  the  difficulty  of  deciding  upon 
a  hazardous  alternative  will  increase ;  and,  unfortu- 
nately, there  is  not  in  Vermont  any  man  of  command- 
ing talents  capable  of  attracting  general  confidence,  of 
infusing  into  the  people  his  own  spirit;  and,  amidst 
the  confusion  of  conflicting  opinions,  dangers,  and  oom- 
motion,  competent  to  lead  in  the  path  of  duty  or  safe- 
ty. The  Governor  is  an  industrious,  prudent  man,  and 
has  more  personal  influence  than  any  other ;  but  his 
abilities  are  not  suited  to  the  situation  in  which  a  civii 
war  would  place  hiffl.    I  am,  dtc  A.  B. 
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No.  a. 

Akheest,  (N.  H.,)  Feb,  «8, 1809. 

diB :  A  gentleman  going  direct  to  Canada  afibrds  a 
safe  and  favorable  opportunity  of  giving  you  some  fur- 
ther account  of  my  progress. 

I  wiH  not  make  use  of  the  post  offices  when  I  can 
avoid  ity  because  private  occasions  supersede  the  ne- 
(sessity  of wdting  in  cipher;  and  the  contempt  of  de- 
cency and  principles,  which  forms  part  of  the  morals 
of  the  subaltern  officers  of  .a  democracy,  would  incline 
them  to  break  a  seal  with  the  same  indiffisrence  that 
they  b^eak  their  words,  when  either  curiosity  or  inter- 
est is  to  be  indulged. 

1  have  not  had  sufficient  time  nor  evidence  to  enable 
me  to  form  any 'opinion  for  myself,  of  the  lengths  to 
which  the  Federal  party  ^ill  carry  their  opposition  to 
the  National  Government  in  the  event  of  a  war;  much 
may  be  inferred  from  the  result  of  the  election  of  Got- 
ernon  which,  within  two  m'onths,  will  be  made  in  the 
States  of  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  Rhode 
Island.  From  all  I  know,  and  all  I  can  learn  of  the 
General  Government,  I  am  not  apprehensive  of  ah  im- 
mediate war.  The  embargo  is  the  favorite  measure ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  other  means  will  be  employed  to 
excHe  England  to  comijoit  some  act  of  hostility,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  placing  the  r««ponsibiUty  of  war  on 
that  country. '  This  I  most  particularly  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  Ministers.  The  dread  of  <^poei- 
tiqn,  and  of  the  loss  of  popularity,  will  certainly  keep 
the  roling  party  at  Washington  iuajctive.  They  wUl 
risk  anything  but  the  loss  of  power ;  and  they  are  well 
aware,  that  their  power  would  pass  away,  with  the  first 
calamity  which  their  measures  might  bring  upon  the 
common  people,  from  whom  that  power  emanates,  un- 
less, indeed,  they  could  find  a  sufficient  excuse  in.  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain.  This  impression  cannot  be 
too  deeply  felt  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers;  nor  too 
widely  spread  throughout  the  British  nation.  It  will 
furnish  a  sure  guide  in  every  policy  that  may  be  adopt- 
ed toward  the  United  SUtes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6Lt,  A.  B. 

No.  6. 

BoBTO IT,  iforcA  6,  1809.   ^ 
8iR :  I  am  fovored.  with  .another  opportunity  of  writ- 
ing to  you  by  a  private  conveyance ;  and  think  it  prob- 
able, at .  this  season,  that  the  frequency  of  these  will 
render  it  unnecessary  to  write  to  you  in  cipher. 

It  does  not  yet  appear  necessary  that  I  shoi^ld  dis- 
cover to  any  person  the  purpose-of  my  visit  to  Boston'; 
nor  is  it  probable  that  I  shall  be  compelled,  for  the  sake 
of  gaining  more  knowledge  of  the  arrangements  of  the 
Federal  party  Iq  these  States,  to  avo^  myself  as  a  reg- 
ular authorized  ag^nt  of  the  British  Government,  ty&x 
to  those  individuals  who  would  foci  ^ually  bound  with 
myself  to  preserve,  with  the  utmost  inscrutability,  so 
important  a  secret  from  the. public  eye.  I  have  suffix 
dent  means  of  information  to  enable  me  to  judge  of 
the  proper  period  for  ofiering  the  co-operation  of  Great 
Britain,  and  opening  a  correspondence  between  the 
Governor  General  of  British  America,  and  those  indi- 
viduals who,  from  the  part  they  take  in  the  opposition 
to  the  National  Government,  or  the  hifluence  Uiey  may 
possess  in  any  new  order  of  things  that  may  grow  out 
of  the  pr6sent  difierences,  should  be  qualified  to  act  on 
behalf  of  the  Northern  States.  An  apprehension  of 
any  such  state  of  things  as  is  pre-sypposed  by  these 
5  remarks,  begins  to  subside,  since  it  has  appeared,  by  the 

\  opndact  of  Uie  General  Govemment»  that  it  is  seriously 


cfamied  at  the  aenaoing  attHade  of  the  Nerthein 
States.  But,  although  it  is  befieved  that  there  is  no 
probability  of  an  immediate  war,  yet  no  doubts- are  dn- 
tertained  that  Mr.  Madison  wiH  fall  upon  some  new 
expedients  to  bring  about  hostilities.  What  these  may 
be,  can  only  be  deduced  from  vrbat  appears  to  be  prao- 
ticaMe.  A  non-^ntereonrse  with  England  and  Franise 
will  probably  supersede  the  embargo ;  trhich,  by  open- 
ing with  the  rest  of  Europe  a  partial,  legitimate  com- 
merce, and-  offering  strong  temptations  to  that  which 
is  iUegal,  will' expose  the  vessels  ta  capture,  detention, 
and  embarrassment;  will  jastify  the  present  poliey, 
and  prod\ice  such  a  degree  of  irritation  and  resentment 
as  will  enable  the  Grovemmeni  of  this  country  to  throw 
the  whole  blame  and  responsibility  of  war  from  its  owid 
shoulders  upon  those  of  the  British  Ministry.  I^  in 
this,  the  party  attached  to  France  should  calculate  with 
eorrectness,  and  the  commerce  of  New  England  should 
greatly  suffer,  the  merchants,  being  injured  and  dis- 
couraged, would  not  only  acquiesce  in  the  restrictive 
system,  but  even  submit  to  war.  On  the  other  hand, 
should  the  small  traffic,  permitted  by  a  non-intercourse 
law,  be  lucrative  and  uninterrupted  the  people  woold 
be  clamorous  for  more,  and  soon  compel  the  Govern- 
ment to  restore  the  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
countries. 

While  I  ofier  my  opinion  upon  this  subject,  I  cannot 
but  express  a  strong  hope  that,  if  any  terms  should  be 
proposed  by  either  Government,  to  which  the  other 
might  think  proper  to  accede,  that  a  principal  motive 
to  the  adjustment  of  differences  should  be  understood 
to  arise  fiom  the  amicable  disposition  of  the  Eastern 
States,  particularly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  This, 
as  it  would  increase  the  popularity  of  the  friends  of 
(Sireat  Britain,  could  not  foil  to  promote  her  interests. 
If  it  could  not  be  done  formally  and  officially,  nor  in  a 
correspondence  between  Ministers,  still,  perhaps,  the 
administration  in  thd  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  might 
take  that  ground,  and  the  suggestion  would  find  its 
way  into  the  papers  both  in  England  and  America. 

It  cannot  be  too  firequently  repeated,-  that  this  coun. 
try  can  only  he  governed  and  directed  by  the  kifiuenee 
of  omnion,  as  tl^re  is  nothing  permanent  in  its  politi- 
cal  mstitutions ;  nor  are  the  populace,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  relied  on,  when  measures  beconle 
inconvenient  and  burdensome.  I  will  soon  write  again, 
and  am  yours,  dec.  A.  Bl 

(In  cipher.)  No.  7. 

BosTOK,  March  7,  1809. 

Sia :  I  have  now  ascertained,  with  as  much  accu- 
racy as  possible,  theKM>urse  intended  to  be  pursued  by 
the  party  in  Massachusetts  that  is  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ures and  politics  of  the  Administration  of  the  G^ieral 
Government. 

I  have  already  given  a  decided  opinion  that  a  declar- 
ation of  war  is  not  to  be  expected ;  but,  contrary  to  all 
reasonable  calculation,  should  the  Coi^gress  possess 
spirit  and  independence  enough  to  place  their  popu- 
larity in  jeopardy  by  so  strong  a  measure,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  will  give  the  tone  to  the  neigh- 
boring States,  will  dedare  itself  permanent  until  a  new 
election  of  memben,  invite  a  Congress,  to  be  composed 
of  delegates  from  the  Federal  States,  and  erect  a  sepa- 
rate Government  for  their  common  defence  and  com- 
mon interest  This  Congress  Would  probably  begin  by 
abrogating  the  offensive  laws,  and  adopting  a  plan  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  power  and  authority  thus  as- 
sumed. They  would,  l^  such  an  ad,  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  make  or  reeoive  profMMals  from  Great  Britain ; 
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•Hd  I  should  ^me  «he  first  moonnt  to  open  a  eoire- 
•pondence  with  jour  Excelleii<^  Sourcelj  any^  oCbei; 
aid  would  be  neceMary,  and  perkaaa  none  required/ 
than  a  few  veesela  of  war  firom  the  Halifax  station,  to 
protect  the  maritime  towns  from  the  little  Ntkrj  which 
is  at  the  disposal  of  the  National  Govenunent.  What 
pennanent  eonnerion  between  Great  Britain  and  this 
section  of  the  Kepublic  would  grow  out  of  a  dvil  oom- 
Botion,  sueb  as  might  be  expected,  no  person  is  pre- 
pared to  describe ;  but  it  seems  that  a  strict  alliance 
must  result,  of  necessity.  At  present  the  oppositimi 
parfy  confine  their  calculations  merely  to  resistance ; 
and  I  can  assure  you  that,  at  this  moment,  they  do  not 
freely  entertain  the  project  of  withdrawing  the  Eastern 
States  fi-om  the  Union,  finding  it  a  very  unpopular 
topic ;  although  a  course  o(  events,  puch  as  I  have  al- 
ready  mentioned,  would  inevitably  produce  an.  incura- 
ble alienation  of  the  New  England  from  the  Southefn 
States. 

The  truth  is^  the  common  people  have  so  long  re- 
garded the  Oonntitation  of  the  United  States  with  com- 
placency, tbabthey  are  now  only  disposed  in  this  quar- 
ter to  treat  it  like  a  truant  mistress,  whom  they  would, 
for  a  time,  put  away  on  a  separate  maintenance,  but, 
without  fiirther  and  greater  provocation,  would  not  ab- 
folutelv  repudiate. 

It  will  soon  be  known  in  wbatsituation  public  afi&irs 
are  to  remain  until  the  meeting  of  the  New  Congress 
in  May,  at  which  time,  also,  this  Legislature  will  again 
assemble.  The  two  months  that  intervene  wiU  be  a  pe- 
riod of  much  anxiety. 

In  all  I  have  written  I  have  been  careful  ndttomake 
any  impression  analogous  to  the  enthusiastic  confidence 
entertained  by  the  opposition,  nor  to  the  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations that  animate  the  frieiids  of  an  alliance  be- 
tween the  Northern  States  and  Great  Britain. 

I  have  abstracted  myself  firom  all  the  sympathies 
these  are  calculated  to  inspire ;  because,  notwithstand- 
ing that  I  feel  the  utmotst  confidence  in  the  integrity 
of  intention  of  the  leading  characters  in  this  political 
drama,  I  cannot  forget  that  they  derive  their  power 
§nm  a  giddy,  inconstant  multitude ;  who,  unless  fh 
tile  instance  under  consideration  they  form  an  excep- 
tion to  all  general  rules  and  e]|perience,  will  act  incon- 
sistently and  absurdly.    I  am  yours,  dec. 

A.  B. 

No.  8. 

BosTOH,  March  9,  1809. 

Sia :  In  my  letter  No.  6, 1  took  the  liberty  to  express 
my  opinion  of  the  probable  effect  of  the  non-intercourse 
law,  intended  to  be  enacted ;  and  of  the  mode  by  which 
Greaft  Britain  may  defeat  the  real  intention  of  the 
American  Government  in  passing  it  But  as  this  sort 
of  impunity  recommended  might,  in  its  application  to 
every  species  of  Commerce  that  would  be  carried  oil, 
be  deemed  by  Great  Britain^  a  greater  eril  than  war 
itself,  a  middle  course  might  easily  be  adopted,  which 
would  deprive  France  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  an 
intercourse  with  America,  without,  in  any' great  de- 
gree, irritating  the  maritime  States. 

The  high  price  of  all  American  produce  in  France 
furnishes  a  temptation  which  mercantile  avarice  will 
be  unable  to  resist.  The  consequence  is  obvious.  But  i 
if,  instead  bf  condemning  the  vessels  and  cargoes  which 
may  be  arrested  in  pursuing  this  prohibited  commerce, 
they  should  be  compelled  to  go  into  a  British  port,  and 
there  permitted  to  sell  them,  I  think  the  fiiends  of 
England  in  these  States  would  not  utter  a  complaint. 
Indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  that  if,  in  the  prosecnti<m  of  a 


lawful  voyage,  the  Bridsh  cruisers  should  treat  the 
Amepcan  ships  in  this  manner,  their  owners  would,  in 
the  .present  state  of  the  European  markets,  think  theoi- 
selves  very  fortuuate,  as  it  would  save  them  the  trou- 
ble and  expense  of  landing  th^m  in  a  neutral  port,  and 
£rora  thence  reshipping  them  to  England,  now  the  best 
market  in  Europe  for  the  produce  of  this  coontiy. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  would  probably 
complain,  and  Bonaparte  become  peremptory;  bi^ 
even  that  would  only  tend  to  render  the  opposition  in 
the  Northern  States  more  resolute,  and  accelerate  the 
dissolution  of  the  confederacy.  The  g/enerosHy  and 
justice  of  Great  Britain  would  be  extolled ;  and  the 
commercial  States  exult  in  the  success  of  individuals 
over  a  Government  inimical  to  commerce,  and  to  whose 
measures  they  can  no  longer  submit  with  patient  .a^ 
quiescence.  The  elections  are  begun ;  and  I  presoma 
no  vigilance  or  industry  will  be  remitted  to  insure  the 
success  of  the  Federal  party.    I  am.  dec  ; 

A.  B. 
'  P.  S.  Intelligence  has  reached  Boston  that  a  non- 
intercourse  law  has  actually  passed,  and  that  MartiB- 
ique  has  surrendered  to  Britidi  forces. 

No.  9. 
BosTOK,  March  13,  1809. 

Sib  ;  Tou  will  perceive,  from  the  accounts  that  wiH 
reach  you  in  the  public  papers,  both  from  Washington 
and  Massachusetts,  that  the  Federalists  of  the  North- 
em  States  have  succeeded  in  making  the  Congress  be- 
lieve that,  with  such  aH  opposition  as  they  would  m^s 
'to  the  General  Government,  a  war  must  be  confined  to 
their  own  territory,  and  might  be  even  too  much  for 
thatCravemment  to  sustain.  The  consequence  is,  that, 
after  all  the  parade  and  menaces  with  whidi  the  ses- 
sion'commenced,  it  has  been  suffered  to  end  without 
carrying  into  effect  any  of  the  plans  of  the  Adouius- 
tration,  except  the  interdiction  of  commercial  inter- 
course whh  England  and  France,  an  event  that  was 
anticipated  in  my  forper  letters. 

Under  what  new  circumstances  the  Congress  w3l 
meet  in  May,  wil|  depend  on  the  State  elections  and 
the  changes  that  may  in  the  mean  time  take  {dace  in 
Europe.  With  regard  to  Great  Britain,  she  can  scaree- 
ly  mistake  her  true  policy  in  relation  to  America.  If 
peac^  be  the  first  object,  every  act  Which  can  irritate 
the  maritime  States  ought  to  be  avoided,'becafise  fte 


prevailing  dispositidn  of  these  will  generally  be  suA* 
dent  to  keep  the  Government  from  hasardinganv  hos- 
tile measures.    If  a  war  between  America  and  rn 


be  the  grand  desideratum,  something  more  must  be 
done:  an  indulgent  and  conciliatory  policy  must  be 
adopted,  which  will  leave  the  Democrats  without  a  pre- 
text fi>r  hostilities ;  and  Bonaparte,  whose  passions  are 
too  hot  for  delay,  will  probably  compel  this  GovemmeDt 
to  decide  which  of  the  two  great  belligerents  is  to  be 
its  enemy.  To  bring  about  a  separation  of  the  States, 
under  distinct  and  independent  Governments,  is  an 
afiairof  more  uncertainty,  and,  however  desirable,  can- 
not be  efiected  but  by  a  series  of  actn  and  a  long  con- 
tinued policy  tending  to  irritate  the  Southern  and  con- 
ciliate-the  Northern  people.  The  former  are  agricul- 
tural, the  latter  a  commercial  people.  Hie  niode  of 
cherishing  and  depressing  either  is  too  obvious  to 
require  illustration.  This,  I  am  aware,  is  an  object  of 
much  interest  in  Great  Britain,  as  it  would  forever  se- 
cure the  integrity  of  His  Majesty's' possessions  on  this 
Continent,  and  make  the  two  Governments,  or  what- 
ever number  the  present  confederacy  might  form  into, 
as  usefVil  and  as  niueh  subject  to  the  influence  of  Qreat 
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Britain  m  her  C«loiiiM  can  be  readered.  B«t  it  is  an 
object  only  to  be  attained  by  alow  and  drcamapeet 
progression,  and  requires,  for  its  consummation,  more 
attention  to  the  affairs  which  agitate  and  excite  parties 
in  this  country  than  Great  Britain  has  yet  bestowed 
npon  it. 

An  unpopular  war,  that  is,  a  war  prodnoed  by  the 
hatred  and  prejudices  of  one  party,  but .  against  the 
consent  of  the  other  party,  can  alone  produce  a  sudden 
separation  of  any  section  of  this  country  from  the  com- 
mon  head. 

At  all  events,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  the  preserra- 
tion,of  peace  that  Great  Britain  should  make  any 
great  concession  at  the  present  moment,  more  especi- 
ally, as.  the  more  important  changes  that  occur  in  Eu- 
rope might  render  it  inconvenient  for  her  to  adhere  to 
any  stipulations  in  favor  of  neutral  maritime  nations. 

Although  the  non-intercourse  law  affinds  but  it  veiy 
partial  reUsf  to  the  people  of  this  country  from  the  evils 
of  that  entire  suspension  of  commerce  to  which  they 
have  reluctantly  submitted  for  some  rime  past,  I  lament 
the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  becauso  it  was  calculated  tor 
accelerate  the  progress  of  these  States  towards  a  mvo- 
Inrion  that  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  oiihf  Repub- 
Uc  that  remains  to  prove  that  a  Government  founded 
on  political  equality  can  exiit  in  a  season  of  trial  and 
difficulty,  or  is  calculated  to  insure  either  security  or 
happiness  to  a  people.    I  am,  Ac 

A.  B. 
.    No.  10. 

BosToir,  JMordl  1^9,  1809. 

8im :  Since  my  letter  of  the  13th,  nothing  has  occur- 
red which  I  thought  worthy  of  a  communication. 

The  last. weeks  of  this  month,  and  the  first  of  April, 
"win  be  occupied  in  the  election  of  Governors  and  other 
executive  officers  in  the  New  England  States. 

7he  Federal  candidate  in  New  Hampshire  is  already 
elected  by  a  majority  of  about  one  thousand  votes.  His 
oompetilor  was  a  nan  of  laige  fortune,  ezlonsive  oon- 
Bosions,  and  inolbnsive  manners.  These  account  for 
the  smaUliess  of. the  mi^rity. 

In  Connecticut  no  diange  is  necessary,  and  none  is 
lo  be  apprehended. 

In  Rhode  Island  it  is  of  no  consequence  of  what 
party  the  Governor  is  a  member,  as  he  has  neither  citil 
nor  military  power,  .bei^g  merely  President  of  the 
Goundl. 

In  Massachusetts  it  is  certai»'that  the  Federal  can- 
didate will  succeed. 

A  iew  weeks  will  be  sufficient  in  order  to  determine 
the  Belative  strength  of  parties,  and  convince  Mr. 
Madison  that  a  war  with  (mat  Britain  is  not  a  naeas- 
nre  upon  which  he  dare  venture.  Since  the  plan  of 
an  mganiiad  opposition  to  the  projects  of  Mr.  Jef&r- 
aon  was  put  into  operation,*  the  whole  of  the  New 
England  States  have  transferred  their  political  powet 
to  his  political  enemies;  and  the  reason  that  he  has 
atill  so  many  adherents  is,  that  those  who  consider  the 
only  true  policj  of  America  to  consist  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  peace,  have  still  great  confidence  that  nothing 
can  force  him  (qr  his  successor,  who  acts  up  to  his 
mtem,  or  rather  is  goTemed  by  it,)  to  consent  to  war. 
They  consider  all  the  menaces  and  **  <hreadfiil  note  of 
preparation"  to  be  a  mere  finesse,  intended  only  to 
obtain  concessions  fi-om  England  on  cheap  terms. 
From  every  sort  of  evidence,  I  confess' I  am  myself  of 
the  same  opinion,  and  am  fully  persuaded  that  this 
ferce,  which  has  been  acting  at  Washington,  will  ter- 
B^nate  in  a  fuU  proof  of  the  imbecility  and  ^^tlesa 


temper  of  tho  aelMt.  A  war  attehipted  wiUmBt  the 
oonenrrence  of  both  parties,  and  the  general  consent  of 
the  Northem  States^  which  constitute  the  bone  and 
OMMde  of  the  eoantiy,  must  commenco  without  hope, 
and  end  in  disgrace.  It  should,  therefore,  be  the 
peculiar  care  of  Great  Britain  to  foster  cJivisioos  bo* 
iwean  tho  North  and  South,  and,  bysuooeeding  in 
this,  she  may  carry  into  effi^t  her  own  protjocts  in 
Europe,  with  a  total  dioregard  of  the  resentments  of 
(he  deinociats  of  this  country.    1  am,  dec        A.  B. 

No.  n. 

BosTOir,  April  13,  1809. 
Sib:  I  send  to  Mr.  R-^ —  a  pamphlet  entitled 
**  Suppressed  Documents."  The  notes  and  comments 
were  written  by  the  .  gentleman  who  has  written  the 
analysis  which  I  seht  by  a  former  conveyance.  These 
works  have  greatly  contributed  to  excite  the  fears  of 
the  men  of  talents  ahd  property,  who .  now  prefer  the 
chance  of  maintaining  their  party  by  open  resistance 
and  a  final  separation,  to  an  alliance  with  France  and  a 
war  with  England ;  so  that,  should  the  Government 
unexpectedly,  and  contrary  to  all  reasonable  calcula- 
tion, attempt  to  involve  the  country  in  a  measure  of 
that  nature,  I  am, convinced  (now  that  the  elections 
have  all  terminated*  favombly)  that  none  of  the  New 
England  States  would  be  a  party  in  it.  But,  as  I 
have  repeatedly  written,  the  General  Government  does 
not  seriously  entertain  any  such  desire  or  intention. 
Had  the  majority  in  the  New  England  Sutes  con- 
tinued to  approve  of  the  public  measures,  it  in  ex- 
tremely probable  that  Great  Britain  would  now  have 
to  choose  between  war  and  ^eoncession.  But  the  as- 
pect of  Uiings  in  this  respect  is  changed,  and  a  war 
would  produce  an  incurable  alienation  of  (he  Eastern 
States,  and  bring  the  whole  country  in  subordination 
to  the  interests  of  England,  whose  navy  would  pre- 
scribe and  enforce  the  terms  upon  which  the  commer- 
cial States  should  carry,  and  the  agricultural  States 
export,  their  surplus  produce.  All  this  is  as  well 
known  to  the  democrats  as  to  the  other  party ;  there- 
fore, they  will  avoid  a  war,  at  least  until  Uie  whole 
nation  is  unanimous  for  it.  Still,  when  we  consider  of 
what  materials  the  Government  is  formed,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  speak  with  any  certainty  of  their  measures. 
The  past  AdministnUSon,  In  every  transaction,  presento 
to  the  mind  only  a  muddy  oommixtnre  of  folly,  weak- 
ness, and  duplicity.  The  speU  by  which  the  nations 
of  Europe  have  been  rendered  inert  and  inefficient, 
when  they  attempted  to  shake  it  off,  hat  stretched  its 
shadows  across  tlie  Atlantic,  and  made  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  these  States  alike  blind  to  duty  and  to 
theb  tnxe  interest^    I  am,  ^lc  A.  B. 

No.  12. 

BosToir,  April  36,  1809. 

Sm;  Since  ipy  letter  No.  11, 1  have  had  but  little 
to  communicate. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain,  with  sufficient 
accuracy,  the  rehuive  strength  of  the  two  parties  in  tho 
iegviiative  bodies  in  New  England. 

In  all  of  these  States,  however,  Governors  have  been 
elected  out  of  the  Federal  party,  and  even  theSouth- 
ern  papers  indicate  an  unexpected  augmentation  of 
Federal  members  in  the  next  Congress* 

The  correspondence  between  Mr.  Erskine  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  you  will  have  seen 
before  this  can  reach  you.  It  has  given  much  satio- 
fection  to  the  Federal  party  here,  becauae  it  promises 
aft  sexemptkm  firom  the  evU  moat  feared,  (a  war  with 
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Bliglmnd,)  and  jastifies  their  partiftfity  towwrds  6/eftt 
Briton,  which  they  raaintsm  was  ibafid«d  upon  a  fttll 
coBvictioD  •(  her  justice,  and  sincere  dispeeition  to  pre-- 
serre  peace.  Even  the  democrats  affect  to  be  satisfied 
with  it;  hecanse,  as  they  insist,  it  proves  the  efioacy 
of  the  restrictive  system  of  Mr.  Jeffsrsen. 

But  the  great  benefit  that  will  probably  result  fitun 
it  will  be,  that  Bonaparte  may  be  induced  to  force  thif 
country  from  her  neutral  position.  Baffled  in  his  at- 
tempts to  exclude  firom  the  Continent  the  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain,  he  will  most  likely  confiscate  aU 
American  property  in  his  dominions  and  dependencies, 
and  declare  war.  Nothing  could  more  than  this  con- 
tribute to  give  iufluence  and  stability  to  the  Britudi 
party.  The  invidious  occurrences  of,  the  rebellion 
would  be  forgotten  in  the  resentment  of  the  people 
against  France,  and  they  would  soon  be  weaned  firom 
that  attachment  to  her  which  is  founded  on  the  aid 
that  was  rendered  to  separate  from  the  mother  country. 
.  While  Great  Britain  waits  for  this  natural,  I  might  say 
necessary,  result  of  the  negotiation,  would  it  not  be 
extremely  inexpedient  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the 
American  Government  ?  Every  sort  of  evidence  and 
experience  psove  that  the  democKits  consider  their  po- 
litical ascendancy  in  a  great  measure  dependent  on 
the  hostile  spirit  that  t^ey  can  keep  alive  towards 
Great  Britain,  and  recent  events  demonstrate  that  their 
conduct  will  be  predicated  upon  that  conviction ;  it  is, 
therefore,  not  to  be  expected  that  they  will  meet,  with 
corresponding  feelings,  a  sincere  disposition  on  the 
part  of  England  to  adjust  all  matters  in  dispute.  They, 
are  at  heart  mortified .  and  disappointed  to  find  that 
Great  Britain  has  been  in  advance  of  the  French  Gov* 
ernment  in  taking  advantage  of  the  provisional  clauses 
of  the  non-intercourse  law ;  and  if  they  show  any  spirit 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress  towards  France,  it  will 
be  only  because  they  will  find  Bonaparte  deaf  to  en- 
treat]^ and  insensible  of  past  favors ;  or  that  they  may 
think  it  safer  to  float  with  the  tide  of^  public  feeling, 
which  will  set  strongly  against  him  unless  he.  keep^on 
pastu  with  England  in  a  conciliatory  policy. 

I  am,  dec.  A.  B. 

No.  13. 

BosTOH,  JUay  6,  1809. 

8ia :  Although  the  rjDoent  changes  that  have  occur- 
red quiet  all  apprehension  of  war,  aiid,  consequently, 
less^  all  liope  of  a  separation  of  the  States,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  transmit  by  the  mail  of  each  w^k  a  sketch 
of  passing  events. 

On  local  politics  I  have  nothing  to  add ;  and  as  the 
parade  that  is  made  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
the  sincere  disposition  of  Mr.  Madison  to  preserve  ami- 
cable relations  with  Great  Britain  is,  in  my  opinion,  cal- 
culated to  awaken  vigilance  and  distrust,  rather  than 
inspire  confidence,  I  shall  (having  nothing  more  im- 
porUnt  to  write  about,)  take  leave  to  examine  his 
motives. 

I  atn  not  surprised  at  his  conditional  removal  of  the 
non-intercourse  law,  with  respect  to  Great  Britain,  be- 
/  cause  it  was  made  ihcumbent  on  him  by  the  act  of 
Congress;  but  the  observations  made  on  his  friendly 
disposition  towards  Great  Britain  is  a  matter  of  no 
little  astonishment.  The  whole  tenor  of  his  political 
life  directly  and  unequivocally  contradicts  them.  His 
speech  on  the  British  Treaty  in  1796;  his  attempt  to 
pass  a  law  for  the  confiscation  of  "  British  debts"  and 
British  property;  his  commercial  resolutions,  grounded 
apparently  on  an  idea  of  making  Apierica  useful  as  a 
colony  to  France;  his  conduct  whilo  Bocretaiy  of 


State;  all  form  an  assemblage  of  probabilities  tending 
to  convince  me,  at  least,  that  he  does  not  aetkniaiy 
desire  a  treaty  in  which  the  i:ights  and  pretensions  <Mf 
Great  Britain  would  be  foiriy  recognised.  It  eeema 
impossible  that  he  should  at  once  divest  himself  of  hia 
habitual  animosity,  and  that  pride  of  opinion  whidi 
his  present  situation  enables  him  to  indul^;  bat, 
above  all,  that  he  should  deprive  his  firiends  and  sop- 
porters  of  the  benefit  of  those  prejudices  which  have 
been  carefully  fostered .  in  the  minds  of  ^e  oommoo 
people  towards  England,  and  which  have  so  materially 
contributed  to  invigorate  ai|d  augment  the  democraftic 
party.  Whatev^  his  real  motives  may  be,  it  i^  in 
this  stage  of  the  afiktr,  harmless  enough  to  inqnire  into 
the  cause  tff  the  apparent  dhange.  He  probably  acts 
under  a  eonviction  that,  in  the  present  temper  of  ths 
Eastern  States,  a  war  could  npt  fail  to  produce  a  dia- 
solution  of  the  Union ;  or  he  may  have  profited  by  the 
mistakes  of  his  predecessor,  and  is  inclined  to  seize  the 
present  opportunity  to  prove  to  the  World  that  he  is 
determined  to  be  the  President  of  a  nation,  rather  than 
the  head  of  a  foctioti ;  or  he  has  probably  gone  thus 
for  to  remove  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  many 
that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  France,  in  order 
that  he  may,  with  a  better  grace,  and  on  more  tenable 
grounds,  quarrel  with  Great  Britain  in  the  progreas  of 
negotiating  a  treaty.  Whatever  his  motives  may  be, 
I  nin  very  certain  his  party  will  not  support  him  in 
any  manly  and  generous  policy.  Weak  men  are  sure 
to  temporize  when  great  events  call  upou  them  for  de- 
cision, and  are  sluggish  and  inert  at  the  moment 
whei^  the  worst  of  evils  is  in  action.  This  is  the 
character  of  the  democrats  in  the  Northern  States.  Of 
those  of  the  South  I  know  but  little.    I  am,  Ac 

A,  B. 
.      No.  14. 

BosTOK,  Ma^  26,  1809. 
Sia:  ^y  last  was  under  date  of  the  5th  inalant. 
The  unexpected  change  that  has  taken  ^aoe  in  the 
foelittgs  of  political  men  in  this  country,  in  eones- 
quence  of  Mr.  Madison's  prompt  acceptance  of  the 
friendly  proposals  of -Great  Britain,  has  caused  a  tem- 
porary suspension  of  the  conflict  of  parties;  and  they 
Dodi  regard  him  with  equal  wonder  and  distrust. 
They  aU  ascribe  his  conduct  to  various  motives,  but 
none  believe  him  to  be  in  earnest. 

The  State  of  New  York  has  returned  to  the  Assem- 
bly f^  majority  of  federal  members.  All  this  proves 
that  an  anti-commercial  faction  cannot  rule  the  North- 
em  States.  Two  months  ago  the  State  of  New  York 
was  not  ranked  among  the  States  that  would  adopt 
the  policy  of  that  of  Massachusetts;  and  any  fovoraUe 
change  was  exceedingly  problematical. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  in  the  presoat  state  of 
things  in  this  country,  my  presence  can  oontribots 
very  littlis  to  the  interests  of  Great.  Britain.  If  Mr. 
Erskine  be  sanctioned  in  all  he  hys  conceded,  by  Hb 
Majesty's  ministers,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me,  as  indeed 
it  would  be  unavailing,  to  make  any  attempt  to  carry 
into  efiect  the  original  purposes  of  my  mission.  While 
I  think  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  this  intiraadon  to  you, 
I  beg  it  may  be  undearstdod  that  I  consider  myself  en- 
tirely at  the  disposal  of  His  Majesty's  Government  I 
am,  dtc.  A.  B. 

No.  Ifi. 

MoxTBVAL,  June  13,  1809. 
Sir  :  I  have  die  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency 
diat  I  veceived,  through  Mr.  Secretary  Ryland,  your 
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'Ehicetteney*M  commtadi  t9  return  to  Canada ; .  and  after 
the  delay  inddeQt  to  this  seaaon'  of  the  year,  in  a  jour- 
ney from  Boston^  anived  here  yesterday. 

Your  Excellency  will .  have  seen,  by  the  papers  of 
ihe  latest  dates  from  the  United  States^  that  a  formida- 
ble opposition  is  already  organized,  in  Congress  to  the 
late  measures  of  Mr.  Madison ;  and  it  is  fery  evident 
that,  if  he  be  sincere  in  his  professions  of  attachment 
to  Great  Britain,  bn  party  will  abandon  him.  Sixty- 
one  members  have  already  vot^d  against  a  resolution 
to  approve  of  what  he  has  done ;  and  I  have  no  dofibt 
the  rest  of  the  democratic  party  will  follow  the  example 
as  soon  as  they  recover  from  the  Mtonishment  into 
which  his  apparent  defection  has  thrown  them. 

The  present  hopes  of  the  Federalists  are  founded  on 
tfie  probability  of  a  war  with  France ;  but,  at  all  events, 
this  party  is  strong  and  well  organized  enough  to  pre- 
Tent  a  wbr  with  England 

It  would  be  now  superfluous  to  trouble  your  Excels 
lency  vrith  an  account  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  Federal  party  to  resist  any 
attempt  of  the  Government  unfavorable  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. They  Were  such  as  do  great  credit  to  their  ability 
aind  principles ;  and,  while  a  judicious  policy  is  ob- 
served by  Great  Britain,  secure  her  interests  in  America 
horn  decay.  My  fear  of  inducing  a  folse  security  bn 
the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  their  effici- 
ciency  and  eventual  success,  tnay  have  inclined  me  to 
refrain  from  doing  them  that  justice  in  my  former  let- 
ters which  I  willingly  take  the  present  occasion  to  et- 
pressw 

I  trust  your  Excellency  will  ascribe  the  style  and 
manner  of  my  communications,  and  the  frequent  am- 
biguities introduced  in  them,  as  arising  from  the  secrecy 
necessary  to  be  observed,  and  my  consciousness  that 
you  understand  my  meaning,  on  the  most  delicate 
points,  without  riskuig  a  particular  explanation. 

I  lament-  that  no  occasion'  commensurate  to  my 
wishes  has  permitted  me  to  prove  how  much  t  value 
tiie  confidence  of  your  ExocMency,  and  the  approbation 
already  expr^psed  by  His  Majesty's  Minister.  I  have 
^e  honor  to  be,  dec  J.  H. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  letters  are  the  same  re* 
ferred  to  in  the  lette^  of  H.  W.  Ryland,  Esq^  dated 
May  I,  1809,  relating  to  the  mission  in  which  I  was 
eipployed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  by  his  letter  of  iaitroe- 
tlons,  bearing  date  February  6,  1809. 

JOHN  HBNRY. 

Mr.  Ryhtnd  to  Mr.  Henry. 

Quitic,  May,  1,*1809. 

M T  DxAB  Sim :  The  news  we  have  received  this  day 
from  the  States  will,  I  imagine,  soon  bring  you  back 
to  tis ;  and  if  yon  arrive  at  Montreal  by  the  middle  of 
June,  I  shall  probably  have. the  pleasure  of  meeting  you 
tiiere,  as  I  am  going  up  with  Sir  James  and  a  large 
stdte.  The  last  letters  received  from  yon  hrp  to  the  Idth 
April.  The  whole  are  new  transcribing,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  sent  home,  wh^re  they  cannot  foil  of  do- 
mg  you  great  credit,  and  I  most  certainly  hope  they 
may  eventually  contribute  to  your  permanent  advan- 
tage. It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  ateurance  that 
no  effort  within  the  compass  of  my  power  shall  be  want- 
ing to  this  end* 

I  am  CTuelly  out  of  spirits  at  the  idea  of  old  England 
truckling  to  such  a  delMsed  and  accuised  GoTenunent 
as  that  of  the  United  SUtes. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble  ^ou  have 
tfiken  in  procuring  the  books,  though,  if  Spam  fails,  I 


shall  scarcely  have  heart  to  look  into  them.  I  can  add 
no  more,  but  th^t  I  am,  most  heartily  and  affectionately, 
yours,  H,  W.  R. 

J.  HivET,  Esq,,  Boston.  f 

Mr.  Ryland  to  Mr.  ilcnry. 

Mat  4,  1809, 
Mt  DsAR  Sib:  You  must  consider  the  short  letter 
I  wrote  to  you  by  the  lost  post  as  altogether  unofiicial ; 
but  I  am  now  to  intimate  to  you,  in  a  more  formal 
manner^  our  hope  of  your  speedy  return,  as  the  otject 
of  your  journey  seems,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  be  at 
an  end. 

We  have  Ijondon  news,  by  tl^e  way  of  the  river,  up 
to  the  6th  of  March,  which  talli^  to  a  day  with  what 
we  have  received  by  the  way  of  the  States. 

Heartily  wishing  you  a  safe  and  speedy  journey  back 
to  us,  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  most  sincerely,  yours, 

H.  W.R. 

Have  the  goodness  to  bring  my  books  with  you, 
thou^  I  shaH  have  little  spirit  to  look  into  tkem,  un- 
less you  bring  good  ne#s  ^nn  Spain. 

J^ir  HixBT,  Esq.  .  - 

Mr.  Henry  to  Hh'.  Eeel. 

Juke  13,  1811. 

Sib  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  memorial 
addressed  to  the  Eaxl  of  Liverpool,  and  beg  you  will 
have  the  goodness  either  to  examine  the  documents  in 
your  office,  or  those  in  ray  own  possession,  touching  the 
extent  and  legitimacy  of  my  claim. 

Mr.  Rylan^  the  Secretary  of  Sir  J.  Craig,  is  now  in 
London,  and,  from  his  ofl^cial  knowledge  of  the  transac- 
tions and  facts  alluded  to  in  the  memorial,  can  give 
any  information  required  on  that  subject.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  dtc  J.  H. 

Memorial  of  Mr*  Henry  to  Lard  Liverpool. 
The  undersigned  most  respectfrilly  submits  the  fol- 
lowing statement  and  memorial  to  the  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool: 

Long  bsfdre  and  during  the  administration  of  you 
Lordship's  predecessor,  the  undersigned  bestowed  much 
personal  intention  to  the  state  of  parties,  and  to  the 
political  measures  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
•  •  •  ♦  •  • 

Soon  after  the  a&ir  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  when 
His  Majesty's  Grovemor  General  of  British  America 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  two  countries  would  be 
involved  in  a  war,  and  bad  submitted  to  His  Majesty's 
Ministers  the  arrangements  of  the  English  party  in  the 
United  States  for  an  efficient  resistance  to  the  General 
Government,  which  would  probably  terminate  in  a 
separation  of  the  Northern  .States  from  the  general 
Confederacy,  he  applied  to  the  undersigned  to  under- 
take a  mission  to  Boston,  where  the  whole  concerns  of 
the  opposition  were  managed.  The  object  of  the  mis- 
sion w&s  to  promote  and  encourage  the  Federal  party 
to  resist  the  measures  of  the  Gdneral  Government,  to 
ofEbr  assurances  of  aid  and  support  from  His  Majesty's 
Government  of  Canada,  and  to  open  a  communicatioa 
between  the  leading  men  engaged  in  that  opposition 
and  the  Governor  General,  upon  such  a  footing  as 
circumstances  might  suggest ;  and,  finally,  to  render 
the  plahs  then  in  contemplation  subservient  to  the 
views  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned  undertool^  the  mission,  which  lasted 
from  the  menu  of  January  to  the  month  of  June,  in- 
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dntiire,  doling  which  period  thoM  public  90ti  and 
legiilative  resoluttoM  of  the  Aesembliet  of  Masstcho- 
•eUs  end  Connecticut  were  paeeed  which  kfipt  the 
General  Government,  of  the  United  Statee  in  check, 
and  deterred  it  from  carrying  into  execution  the  meas- 
uree  of  hostility  with  which  Great  Britain  waa  me- 
nacedt. 

For  his  services  on  the  occasions  herein  recited,  and 
the  loss  of  time  and  expenses  incurred,  the  under- 
signed neither  sought  nor  received  any  compensation, 
but  trusted  to  the  known  justice  aUd  tiberality  of  His 
Maiesty's  Government  for  the  reward  of  services 
which  could  not,  he  humbly  conceives,  be  ebtifnated  in 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  Ou  the  patronage  and 
support  which  was  promised  in  the  letter  of  Sir  J. 
Craig,  under  date  of  the  26th  January,  I80d,  (wherein 
he  gives  an  assurance  "  that  the  former  correspond- 
ence and  political  information  transmitted  by  the  un* 
dersigned  had  met  with  the  particular  approbation  of 
Hia  Mojesty*ii  Secretary  of  State ;  and  that  his  exe* 
cation  of  the  miaeien,  proposed  to  be  undertakeii  in 
that  letter,  would  give  him  a  daim  not  only  on  the 
Governor  General,  but  on  His  Majesty's  Ministers,") 
ihe  undersigned  has  relied,  and  now  most  respectfiiUy 
claims,  in  whatever  mode  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  may 
be  pleased  to  adopt. 

The  undezsigned  most  respectfully  takes  this  oceaT. 
sion  to  state  that  Sir  J.  Craig  promised  him  an  em- 
ployment in  Canada,  worth  upwards  of  one  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  by  his  letter,  herewith  transmitted,  un- 
der date  of  September  13,  1809,  which  he  has  ^ust 
learned  hab,  in  consequence  of  his  absence,  been  given 
to  another  person.  The  undersigfned  abstains  from 
commenting  on  this  transaction,  and  most  respectAiUy 
suggests  that  the  appointment  of  Judge  Advocate 
General  of  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  with  a 
salary  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  3rear,  or  a  Conaulate 
in  the  United  States,  nne  euria,  would  hi  considered 
br  him  as  a  Ubeial  discharge  of  any  ohiigatioii  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  may  etitertain  in  relation 
to  his  services.     - 

M^*  Put;  iStotfnfy  to  Lord  Lherpooif  to  Mr.  Henry' 
Domhvnra  8i*ksxt,  June  S8,  181 1. 

Sin:  I  have  not  failed  to  lay  before  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool  the  memorial,  together  with  several  enclo- 
sures, which  was  delivered  to  me  a  few  days  since  by 
General  Loft,  at  your  desire. 

His  Lordship  has  directed  me  to  ac<juamt  you  that 
he  has  referred  to  the  correspondence  m  this  office  of 
the  year  1809,  and  finds  two  letters  fVom  Sir  James 
Craig,  dated  10th  April  and  6th  May,  transmitting  the 
correspondence  that  has  passed  during  your  revidenco 
in  the  Northern  States  or  Americat  ^nd  expressing  his 
confidence  in  your  ability  and  judgment,  but  Lord 
Liverpool  has  not  discovered  any  wish  on  the  part  of 
Sir  James  Craig  that  your  claims  for  compensation 
should  be  referred  to  this  country,  nor  indeed  is  allu- 
sion made  to  any  kind  of  arrangement  or  agreement 
that  had  been  made  by  that  officer  with  you. 

Under  the^e  circumstances,  and  had  not  Sir  James 
Craig  determined  on  his  immediate  return  to  England, 
it  would  have  been  Lord  Liverpool's  wish  to  have  re- 
ferred your  memorial  to  him,  as  being  better  enabled 
to  appreciate  the  ability  and  success  with  which  yon 
executed  a  mission  undertaken  at  his  desire.  Lord 
Liverpool  will,  however,  transmit  it  to  Sir  James  Craig's 
successor  in  the  Government,  with  an  assurance  that, 
firom  the  recommendations  he  has  received  in  your 


favor,  and  the  opinion  he  has  fbrmed  on  your  eorree- 
pondence,  he  is  convinced  the  public  service  will  be  be- 
nefited b^  your  active  employment  in  m  public  situMtioB. 

Lord  Liverpool  will  also  ^el  himself  bound  to  give 
the  same  asaurance  to  the  Marquis  Wellestey,  if  thecs 
is  any  probability  that  it  will  advance  the  eocte^va  of 
the  application  which  you  have  made  to  hia  Lordship. 

I  an,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  PBBL. 

J«  Hiir^T,  Esq.»  No.  37»  Leister  Square. 

Mr.  Ryland  to  H^.  Henry. 
^         TuisDAT  EvKHiKo,  July  2,  1811. 

Mt  Dsak  Hivmr :  It  gives  me  real  pleasure  to  find 
that  the  apprehension  I  had  fbrmed  with  respect  to  tho 
fulfilment  of  year  expectations  is  likely  to  prove  erro- 
neous. A^  everything  which  passed,  relative  to  yooK 
mission,  waa  in  writing,  I  think  you  will  do  well  aob- 
mitting  to  Mr.  Peel  all  the  original  papers.  I  mysaif 
could  give  no  other  information  <  relative  to  the  aulyectv 
than  what  they  contain,  as  you  and  I  had  no  opportu- 
nity of  an^  verbal  communication  respecting  it  tiU  afUc 
your  miision  terminated,  and  I  never  wrote  you  a  let- 
ter in  the  Governor's  name,  which  had  not  prevknialy 
becai  submitted  to  his  correction. 

The  impression -I  had  received  of  yonr  character  and 
abilities  made  me  anxious  to  serve  you,  even  befiwe  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  yo^ 
and  the  same  desire  has  operated  on  me  ever  since ;  I 
am,  therefore,  entitled  to  hope  that  any  opinion  whiA 
I  may  have  given  you»  as  to  your  best  mode  of  obtaia- 
ing  an  employment  under  Government^  will  be  received 
with  the  same  candor  that  gave  rise  to  it.  I  think  yoa 
will  do  well  to  persevere,  as  you  propose.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  every  letter  from  you,  which  Sir  James  sent 
home,  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Peel's  office,  as  the  eatab- 
lished  practice  there  is  to  bind  the  despatchea  and  en- 
closures yearly  up  together. 

^^^  H.W.RYLAND. 

Jenir  Hihbt,  Esq.,  dec 

Mr.aenryioMr^eeL 
37,  LBiexsTin  Sa,vAmi,  Lovnoir, 
September^,  181 1. 

8iB :  I  ha^  just^  learned  the  iricimate  -dedsiofi  of 
my  Lord  WeUesley,  mlalive  te  die  appoiotaMnt  which 
I  VPSB  deeireus  to  obtain ;  and  fipd  that  the  tubaitting 
relatiens  between  the  two  countries  forbid  the  creating 
a  new  office  in  the  United  Stalee,  andi  as  I  waa  ao* 
liciteva  to  obtain.  In  thia  state  of  thinga  I  have  not  a 
moment  to  lose  in  returning  to  Canada;  and  hana 
taken  my  passage  in  the  last  and  only  ahip  that  aailB 
for  Quebec  thia  season.  As  I  have  not  time  to  enter 
(i2e  ntmo)  into  explanations  with  the  gentleo^an  who 
is  in  your  office,  and  aa  I  have  received  the  aasuranoea 
from  you,  in  addition  to  the  letter  of  my  Lord  Liver* 
pool,  of  the  27th  June,  that  .'*  his  Lordship  would  re- 
commend me  to  the  Governor  of  Canada  for  the  first 
vacant  aituation  that  I  would  accept,"  I  beg  the  fovot 
of  you  to  advise  me  how  I  am  to  get  that  recommenda- 
tion without  lose  of  time.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

J.  HENRY. 

RoBXBT  PxxLy  E6<|.,  6lc 

Deefwtd^of  Lord  Lkterpooiio  fiSr  George  Prewmt 
DowMiHo  Stbxkt,  Sept.  16,  1811. 
Sib  :  Mr*  Henry,  who  vrill  have  the  honor  of  de- 
Ihtting  thia  letter,  la  the  goitlemaii  who  addiewcd  t» 
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BM  the  memorial,  a  copj  of  which  I  herewith  traos* 
mit,  and  to  whom  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr. 
P«el  was-  written  by  my  direction. 

In  compliance  with  his-  request,  I  now  fulfil  the  as- 
surance which  I  have  given  of  stating  to  you  my  opin- 
ion of  the  ability  and  judgment  which  Mr.  Henry  has 
manifested  on  the  occasions  pientioned  in  his  memo- 
rial«  and  of  the  benefit  the  public  service  might  derive 
from  his  active  employment  in  any  public  situation  in 
which  you  should  tbink  proper  to  place  him. 

I  am,  air, 'your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

LIVERPOOL. 

To  8im  Gioltav  PnarosT;  Baronet,  4rc, 

[The  following  is  tlie  report  of  the  8ecr6taiy  of  State, 
communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Message  of  the 
12th.March,  1^2.] 

DxPAnTMBirt  «F  Statb,  IfiBfcA  18,  1812. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  vefbrred  tiie 
iwwlstton  of  the  Senate  of  the  10th  instant,  has  the 
honor  td  report :  That  this  department  ii  not  in  pof- 
■■■sion  of  any  names  of  persons  in  the  United  States 
who  have,  in  any  way  or  manner  whatever,  entered 
inio,  or  oonntenanced  the  project  or  the  vivwM  fi>r  the 
execution  or  attainment-  of  which  John  Henry  was,  in 
the  year  1800,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig ;  the  said 
John  Henry  having  named  no  person  or  persons  as 
being  concerned  in  the  said  project  or  views  referred 
to  In  the  documents  laid  before  Congress  on  the  0th 
instant.     Which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  and  documents  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Rhea  made  a  motion  to  print  them. 

Mr.  PiTciN  said,  that  he  bad  no  objection  to 
the  papers  being  printed,  but  that  be  rose  to  pro- 
teat  against  the  sentiments  attributed  in  th^se 
papers  to  the  Federal  party,  being  considered  as- 
these  of  the  citizens  or  the  State  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent.  He  trusted  it  would  not 
ha-  believed  that  they  had  aay  knowledge  of  any 
mission  of  this  kind  from  Canada,  or  urom  any 
other  qparter.   ^ 

It  was  the  first  time  that  he  had  heard  that  the 
opposition  to  the  embargo  in  the  States  of  Ver* 
Baont  or  Massachusetts  had  any  connejion  with 
the  .Eritish  Gk>Ternment,  or  with  any  project  of 
a  aeparation  of  the  Union  in  any  manner,  much 
less  under  the  at^acy  of  a  British  spy.  So  far  as 
he  eould  understaad  the  papers  from  the  first 
reading,  Mr.  P.  said  they  did  not  intimate  that 
any  disclosure  had  been  made  to  any  individual, 
of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Henry  of  the  obiect 
of  his  mission,  or  that  bis  scheme  bad  been  advo- 
cated or  supported  by  any  one.  Aad  I  trust  no 
gentleman  will  iake  the  character  of  the  parties 
ID  any  section  of  this  country,  from  a  nian  who 
it  seems  has  proved  a  traitor  to  his  6wn  Qovern- 
ment.  So  far  as  the  statements  made  in  these 
papers  may  be  considered  as  involving  the  party 
in  concert  with  the  Federal  party,  in  any  scheme 
of  co-operation  with  the  British  Govern  men  t  in 
dividing  the  Union,  it  is^neof  the  grossest  libels 
that  ever  was  uttered.  Nor  do  I  feel  willing  to 
take  the  character  ol  the  people  of  this  country 
from  the  mouth  of  this  man.  He  does  not  stop 
^       at  debasing  the  chanoter  of  the  people  of  this 


country,  but  he  utters  a  libel  against  all  parties 
and  against  the  Government  itself.  He  states 
that  in  the  extra  session  of  Congress  in  May, 
1809,  there  were  sixty-one  votes  against  Mr.  Madi- 
son, in  consequence  of  his  arrangement  wi!h  Mr. 
^rskine;  wben  we  all  know  that  the  vote  on  the 
resolution  approving  of  the  President's  conduct 
in  that  affair  ^as  no  criterion  by  which  to  judge. 
While,  thei^fore,  gentlemen  will  not,  as  I  pre- 
sume they  will  not,  place  any  confidence  in  the 
statements  made  by  this  Qnao  against  themselves, 
and  against  those  iivhom  he  styles  Democrats,  I 
trust  they  will  be  equally  incredulous  as  to  any 
statements  he  has  made  against  tha<:e  he  has 
called  Federalists,  with  respect  to  their  co-opera- 
tiob  with  the  British  Government  in  dividing  tho 
Union.  Mere  especially  as  they^  come  frOm  one. 
who,  disappointed  at  not  receiving  the  promised 
reward  from  his  Government,  has  turned  traitor 
to  his  employers. 

If,  sir;  there  is  any  individual  in  this  countrf, 
be  he  ot  whatever  party  he  may,  who  has  given 
countenance  to  this  man  as  a  British  agent,  and 
has  joined  him  in  ascheme  of  dividing  the  Union, 
under  the  auspices  and  with  the  aid  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  I  wish  he  may  be  known,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  House  will  ipstiiule  an 
inqioiry  on  this  subject,  and  let  every  siich  man 
be  belugas  he  ought  to  be,  in  contempt  by  alt.  I 
found  It  impossible,  sir,  to  remain  silent  under 
the  imputations  thrown,  or  attempted  to  be  thrown 
upon  that  section  of  the  United  States  from 
which  I  came;  by  the  papers  jtist  read.  I  will 
repeat  my  wishes  that  the  whole  business  may 
be  folly  and  promptly  derdoped, 

Mr.  BiBB  said  he  agreed  with  the  gentlemaa 
who  just  sat  down  on  one  point,  thatafoll  inves- 
tigation ought  to  be  had.  It  was  due  to  the  Con- 
gress, to  our  connexions  with  Great  Britain,  that 
an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  transaction 
now  ezjpo^d  to  view.;  ami.  in  addition  to  the 
motion  for  printing,  he  should  move  a  reference 
of  the  Message  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  WiDOBar  aaiid  it  was  an  old  saying  among 
gflinners,  that  you  may  know  the  wounded  piflreons 
by  their  fluttering.  He  would  not  undertake,  aa 
the  geatlemaa  from  Connecticut  had  done,  to 
exonerate  bis  constituents  i)i  a  body  from  anr 
implication  in  this  business.  One  thing,  he  saia, 
he  knew,  that  the  relation  giv^n  in  these  docu- 
ments so  exactly  colnaided  with  the  conduct  of 
some  gentlemen  in  the  quarter  in  which  he  lived, 
that  he  was  led  to  believe  in  their  tri»th.  It  by 
no  means  followed,  becadse  this  man  had  been  a 
spy^  that  be  eould  not  tell  the  truth.  When  we 
look  back  to  the  times  at  which  his  letters  were 
written,  we  must  believe  in  their  substantial 
truth.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  say,  if  the 
conduct  of  certain  characters  in  those  days  did 
not  warrant  all  that  was  stated  of  their  designs. 
Let  the  papers  be  printed,  Mr.  W.  said,  and  every 
one  will  be  able  to  judge  for  themselves.  Are  we 
to  shut  .pur  proceedings  from  the  public  view  in 
this  way,  by  refusing  to  publish  these  things?  It 
it  one  of  the  most  imporcaat  oommunieatioaa 
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made  to  Coogre^s  at  thepreseot  sessioo,  aod  why 
should  fiot  the  people  see  it?  Let  them  see  asd 
judge.  I  will  make  do  coinmeots,  sir,  oo  this 
Dusiness;  hut  Lwill  say,  that  it  is.  well  kooWQ 
that  at  the  time  alluded  to  in  those  documents, 
an  opposition  to  the  laws  and  Gk)Ternment  was 
organized.  Mr.  W.  said  he  had  full  confidence 
in  the  truth  of  t()ese  documents,  and  he  had 
therefore  no  disposition  to  keep  them  from  his 
constituents.  The  House  was  in  duty  hound  to 
gire  full  publicity  to  these  papers,  by  printing 
them. 

Mr.  PiTKiif  disavowed  any  intentifm  to  oppose 
the  printing  of  these  papers. 

Mr.  Qhoi^oii  said,  it  was  a  source  of  gratifica- 
tion to  him,  that,  so  far  as  the  papers  communi- 
cated by  the  President  could  be  considered  evi- 
dence at  all,  they  weVe  certainly  highly  lionora- 
ble  testimony  in  favor  of  the  Eastern  section  <^ 
the  Union.  An  emissary  of  great  talents  had 
been  employed  by  the  British  in  a  nefarious 
sceine  to  dismember  the  United  Stales,  and  to 
engender  treason  in  the  very  bosom  of  our  coun* 
(ry :  and  yet,  Mr.  G.  said,  it  does  not  seem  that 
this. spy  has  been  able  to  connect  with  himself 
any  citizen  of  the  United  Sutts.  If  be  had  held 
correspondence  with  any  persons  of  distinction, 
the  presumption  is,  their  names  would  have  been, 
disclosed  in  the  papers  that  have  been  read.  Mr. 
Q.  was  happy  in  cherishing  the  belief  that  the 
liberties  of  this  country  would  always  find  a  suf- 
ficient guarantee  against  maehinaiions  of  this 
sort,  in  the  patriotism  of  every  portion  of  the 
Union.  This  communication^  for  which  the 
House  was  indebted  to  the  President,  was  highly 
interesting  and  important  in  one  point  of  view. 
It  demonstrated,  as.matter  of  fact,  what  had  here- 
tofore remained  only  speculation  andV conjecture, 
that  the  British  Government  has  Ions  meditated 
the  separation  of  these  States ;  and  what  is  more, 
that  (hey  have  actually  attempted  the  execution 
of  this  wicked  design,  and  have  endeavored  to 
convert  our  own  citizens  into  traitors !  He  would 
say  no  more. 

Mr.  duiNct:  said,  he  was  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  last  up  for  the  view  which  he  had 
taken  of  the  subject.  It  had  struck  him  pre- 
viously with  much  force,  and  he  meant  to  have 
taken  the  floor  to  have  expressed  it  If  ever  there 
had  existed  in  the  British  Gk>verament,  or  any 
other  Government^  an  idea  that  there  was  a  party 
in  this  country  who  would  associate  with  it  to 
dissolve  this  Union,  he  thanked  God  that  the 
project  was  exposed.  If  it  was  true,  as  these 
papers  stated,  that  this  man  had  been  so  em- 
ployed, he  thankt^l  Qod  that  the  mission  had 
been  detected.  The  Administration,  in  bringing 
the  subject  before  the  House,  liad  done  worthily, 
and  the  subject  ought  to  be  inquired  into.  What 
is  the  fact,  admitting  all  that  this  person  has  said 
to  be  true  ?  Why,  that  an  agent  from  the  British 
Government,  under  circumstances  peculiarly  aus^ 
pioious  and  suitable  to  his  purpose,  goes  to  the 
spot  which  he  .represents  as  the  hotbed  of  opposi- 
tion, to  stir  up  disunion,  and  his  papers 'do  not 
contain  an  intimation  that  he  dared  to  mention 


such  an  idea  as  that  oHi  dissolution  of  the  Unioa 
to  anyindividual.  No,  sir ;  and  I  dare  to  sajr  that 
he  never  did  mention  such  a  thing  to  any  disCio- 
guished  individual.'  As  far  as  I  know  the  senti- 
ments of  gentlemen  in  that  quarter,  thef  hold 
tbis  Union  dear,  and  look  Upon  such  a  connexion 
as  is  supposed  in  thes^  papers  with  as  much  ab- 
horrence as  any  man.  however  attached  he  may 
be  to  the  administration  of  the  Government. 
Whenever  a  dismerabergcient  of  the  Union  has 
been  talked  of,  it  has  been  with  liwe.  and  with  a 
fear  that  the  present  ^course  of  public  measores 
wonld  lead  to  such  an  event,  and  not  with  a  riew 
to  bring. it  about.  Sir,  I  know  that  other  ideas 
have  been  spread  over  (he  country  for  the  par- 
pose  of  serving  party  views.  But  here,  in  tbis 
temple  of  our  liberties,  let  us  Aason  with  one 
another  acoording  to  the  evidence  before  os.  I 
rejoice  that  the  subject  has  been  brought  forward, 
and  that  an  a^ent  so .  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
busings  in  which  he  was  employed  has  not  been 
able  to  furnish  any  evidence  of  even  the  conni- 
vance of  any  individual  at  hi^  mission. 

Mr.  RnbA  said,  ^at  the  time  he  had  oaade  the 
motion  for  printing,  he  had  not  the  least  idea 
thai  any  opposition  would  be  made  to  it.  He  did 
not'  say  whether  these  papers  were  true  or  not 
true;  whether  they  attacked  any  people  or  npu 
tie  hoped,  therefore,  the  discusdoo  of  these  points 
would  cease.  It  was  no  reason  against  the  ^b- 
lication  of  these  documents  that  they  had  been  . 
disclosed  by  a  British  agent.  [The  &U*BAKfia 
observed  that  no  objection  had  been  m§de  by  any 
gentleman  to  the  printing.]  All  the  transactions 
respecting  Andre  and  Arnold  had  been  printed, 
so  far  as  the  Congress  could  lav  their  hands  on 
them ;  and  why  not  ^hese  ?  If  this  man  be  a 
British  spy'  or  traitor^  as  he  has  been  called,  and 
what  he  states  is  not  true,  one  thing  is  admitted : 
that  the  British  are  capable  of  employing  persoas 
of  infamous  ebaracter,  by  fabrications  like  these. 
to  throw  an  odium  on  particular  sections  of  the 
country.  So  that,  on  any  view,  this  affiiir  should 
be  disclosed,  if  it  were  only  to  produce  a  firm 
union  among  the  people.  We  all  remember  the 
publications  of  the* period  to  which  these  papers 
refer,  and  the  declai»tionB  then  made ;  but  all 
these  would  not  induce  me,  at  this  moment,  to 
say  that  all  Mr.  Henry  says  is  true.  This  wiU 
be  better  understood  when  the  eomoaittee  shall 
make  their  repott. 

Mr.  Seybbrt 'moved  to  increase  the  number  of 
eopies  proposed  to  be  printed  to  5^000. 

Mr.  Wriuht  said,  that  such  an  extraordinary 
comtaunication  as  that  just  received  from  the 
President,  refiecling  so  much  on  various  sections 
and  parties  of  the  uQipn,  required  serious  con- 
sideration before  they  consented  to  pubtish  such 
gross  abuse  of  everv  portion  of  our  people.  Gen- 
tlemen should  renect  that  this  ver^  disclosure 
might  be  one  of  the  means  used  by  this  miscreant 
to  divide  this  country.  If  he  wished  to  promote 
division,  how  eodld-  he  better  attain  his  object 
than  by  denouncing  the  people  of  a  particular 
section  7  Who  is  this  man,  and  where  is  he  ?  is 
an  inquiry  jthat  ought  to  be  made.    1  am  not  one 
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Addiikmal  Duties,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re|>- 

retentativee,  imposing,  read,  ice    -        •    202 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -      ,  •    303 

reported  with  amendments         ...    806 

amendments  of  the  Committee  not  agreed 

to,  and  bill  read  a  third  time,  and  passed    309 

Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill  to  raise  for  a 

limited  time  an,  read,  &c.       •        ->        •       29 

read  a  second  time 30 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        «      84 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •        •       85 
returned  irom  the  House  of  Representatives 
-     -with  amendments,  which  were  read,  and 

ordered  to  be  printed      ....       95 

some  amendments  agreed  to,  and  others  d^ 
agreed  to        .......       96 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  with  the 
Senate  except    in    one  amendment  on 
which  they  insist,  and  the  Senate  receded 
from  their  disagreement  ...       97 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  act  of  1808  to  raise 
an,  read  twice,  and  referred    •        •        -     116 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        -123 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     124 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -     125 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  suppoj^  of  the» 
read  twice,  and  referred        -        r        -       117 
reported  without  amendment    .        .    -    .      118 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  tiiird  reading   •       120 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended         121 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an,  read     165 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -     166 
reported  with  amendments         -        •        -167 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -    168 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed   -     169 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 

addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an,  read  twice     191 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -     193 
Adjournment,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  joint  resolu- 
tion concerning,  read      -        -        -        -    300 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  on  the  subject 
appointed      ......    302 

tiie  House  of  Representatives  concur  in  the 

same 303 

resolution  reported,  fixing  the  6th  July  for, 

read 313 

A  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  same  effect,  read    -        -    313 
read  a  second  time    .        •        .        .        .    314 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    815 
read  a  third  time,  and  concurred  in    •        -    915 
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appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  in- 
form him  of  the  same    ....    831 
Affidavits  and  Bail,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  providing  for  the  more 
convenient  taking  of,  read      •        -        -      91 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      93 
reported  amended      -        -     .   -        -        -118 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended    -        -        -     1 19 
Aggressions  of  Belligerents,  papers  in  relation  to  2048 
Alien  Enemies,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives supplemental  to  the  act  con- 
cerning, read  twice,  and  referred    -        -    314 
reported  amended,  and  so  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 315 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  316 
American  Manufactures,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a 
resolution  to  refer  to  a  select  committee 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed  -  -  •  -  «  16^- 
Anderson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  -        -        -        .      54 
remarks  of,  on  joint  resolution  for  a  recess      219*- 
Appointment  of  Officers,  &c,  a  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
lation to,  referred  -        .        .        .        .    315^: 
Apportionment  of  Representatives,  a  bill  firom  the 
Hou$e  of  Representatives  for  the,  read 
twice     -----..34 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -      26 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed  as  amended  -      27 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 
amendment,  and  ask  a  oonfinrence,  which 
is  granted      •        -       -       -       .       -      29 
-report  of  the  managers  that  they  could  not 

agree,  and  the  Senate  resolve  to  insist    -      31 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded        -      84 
Appropriations  and  Expenditures,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  submitted  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  view  of  the,  dbc        -    173 

agreed  to 195 

report  of  the  Secretary,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution,  ordered  to  be  jmnted      -        •    201 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  ooncemmg 
the  rules  and  articles  for  the  government 

of  the,  read 114 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        -    1 15- 
■  amended,  and  third  reading  refused    •        -121 
Armstrong,  Jdhn,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  paymant  of 
certain  bills  drawn  by,  read  twice  -       •    318 
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read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed      -        -        -    321 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  siiapensioli 
of  payment  of  biils  drawn  by  -        -        -  2078 
Army,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  KepresentatiTes 

making  further  provision  for  the      -        •    226 
read  twice  and  referred      -        -        -        -    227 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading  -        -      -  -        -        -        -        -    236 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  '    238 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTee 
with  agreement  to  the  amendments  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in  •    317 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  -    308 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  further  provision  for  the,  read     -    318 
referred  and  reported  without  amendment  -    319 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    -     320 
Aivenals  and  Magazines,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  on  the  subject  of      -        -     126 
Artificers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  organizing  a  corps  of         -        -     178 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        •        -    '    -  .  179 
reported  amended      .....     192 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -     lt4 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     194 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in    -     201 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  a  joint  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  relating  to, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...     129 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 171 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     172 
Associations  for  Maritime  Security,  a  bill  respect- 
ing, read        209 

read  a  second  time    .....    210 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    218 

read  a  third  time,  and  ])assed      ...    220 

Austin,  Moses,  and  John  R.  Jones,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  Brtkdley  the  petition  of,  presented  at 

last  session,  was  referred  to  a  committee  -      24 

B. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  repeal  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  incorporate  the,  read 

twice 163 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    178 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     175 
Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 
petition  ef  the,  praying  an  enlargement 
of  capital,  referred  •        ....     186 
bill  authorizing  the  increase  of  capital,  read      240 
read  a  second  time     ...      ' '.        •    241 
Barbary  Powers,  a  bill  fi-om  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  continue  in  force  for  a  fur- 
ther time  the  first  section  of  the  act  to 
protect  commerce  and  seamen  against  the, 

read 89 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      92 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        .        «        .        .    106 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -     107 
Bayard,  James  A.,  of  Delaware,  attended,  and 

took  his  seat 26 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  postpone  the  dec- 
laration of  war       287 

Bayly,  MouBijoy,  election  ot,  as  Dooriweper      -      U 
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Beall,  Colonel  William  Dent,  a  hill  from  the 
House  ef  Representatives  for   relief  of, 
read      -----        -        -     262 

read  a  second  time    -        .        .        •        .     S57 
referred  to  a  committee      ....     359 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....     S63 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     S65 
Benton,  Captain  Selah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of    .        -        -     119 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -     ISO 

-     reported  without  amendment      ...     132 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        •         -     133 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     134 

Berlin  and  'Milan  Decrees,  Mr.  Reed  submitted 

a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  ...     103 
amended,  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -     148 

repdrt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
obedience       ^       .        .        .        .        .     166 

Bibb,  George  M.,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Le- 
g^lature  of  Keptucky,  was  qualified  and 
took  his  seat  ......         9 

speech  o^  on  the  resolution  for  a  recess  of 
Congress       ......     316 

Bioren,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a 

memorial  of,  referred      ....      98 

a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  an  edi- 
tion of  the  laws  by,  read         -        -         -     1 14 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -     116 

indefinitely  postponed  '  -  -  •  -  336 
Blankets  and  Clothing,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, offering  to  contract  with  the 
<J^)vernment  for  the  supply  of,  &c,  -  •  161 
Boardman  and  Pope,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee          106 

committee  discharged  ....  319 
Bond,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.  Worthington  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  referred  -  -  •  86 
Books  of  the  Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  granting  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  the  use  of 
the,  read  three  times,  by  consent,  and 

concurred  in 130 

Boston,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  five 
hundred  merchants  of,  referred,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed         ....    333 

report  of  intepediency  to  grant  •        .        •    336 
subject  postponed  indefinitely    ...    S3i 
Boundaries,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 

ascertain  several,  read  twice   •        -        -    163 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -     182 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     182 

returned  firom  the  House  with  amendments, 

and  committed       .....    241 

Bradley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  a 

recess    -        ....        .       .    313 

Breckenridge,  Rev.  John,  election  of,  as  Chaplain       19 
Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  attended,  and  took 

his  seat  -' 11 

British  American  Continental  Powers,  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  -  -  -  -  332 
Brown,  Thomas,  Mr.  Cutts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State  236 
report  of  that  officer  read  ....      81 
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Brown,  Samuel,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio  present- . 

ed  a  petition  of 129 

Brownstown,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  makmg  of  certain  roads  contemplated 
in  the  treaty  of,  read  -  -  -  -  21 
read  a  second  time,  referred,  reported  with- 
out amendment^  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  --.----       21 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -     '   -       23 
Buznham,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

«  sen  tatives  for  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  31 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  32 
the  third  reading  refused    ....      90 

vote  reconsidered 91 

third  reading  resumed,  and  the  bill  passed  -      95 
Boainess,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee 
was  appointed  under  the  42d  rule  for  con- 
ducting   11 

on  motion  of  Kr.  Gilman,  the  sane,  un- 
der the  22d  xule  for  conductmg       -        -       11 

C. 

Campbell,  George  W.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    ....        9 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

military  force 66 

remarks  of^  on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  re- 
cess      -        - 2J3 

Campbell,  Alexander,  of  Ohio,  attended,  and  took 

his  seat. 18 

Capitol,  dccj  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaefit- 
attves,  making  appropriations  to  discharge 
all  outstanding  claims  for  work  done  on 
the,  read        ......    343 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    246 

Xted  with  amendments         ...    302 
ed  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -    308 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    31 1 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  and  dis- 
agnree,  and  the  Senate  recede  ...    312 
Captures,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  submitted  a 

resolution  in  relation  to-        •        -        -161 
amended^  and  agreed  to    •        •        -        -162 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  reply    210 
the  said  report  in  foU         ....  2002 

Carroll,  of  Carrolton,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland 
'  presented  a  memorial  o^  and  others,  dep- 

recating war ......    262 

'      Census,  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted a  report  from  the  Secretary   of 
•  SUte,  in  relation  to  the  -        -        •      .  -      20 

^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  the  Secretary  of  the 

1  Senate  was  directed  to  obtain  the  number 

of  printed  copies  apportioned  to  the  Senate      21 
^      Chaplains,  Mr.  Varnum  submitted  a  resolution 
for  the  appointmej^t  of  two,  of  difierent  de- 

J  nominations 16 

5  resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -       18 

Charleston,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  sundry  reso- 
lutions uf  the  citisens  of,  approving  the 
measures  of  Government  ordered  to  be 

printed 258 

Clarke,  John,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  petition 

of;  referred  to  a  committee      ...     183 
'  the  committee  discharged  ....     299 

Clay,  Henry,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
)  resentatives,  announced  the  election  of,  as 

Speaker 10 
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Clerks,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  Pepartment, 

stating  the  sums  respectively  paid  to      .      99 
similar  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  9S 

similar  report  from  the  Department  of  War      102 
Clinton,  George,  Vice  President  of  the  United 

States,  the  death  of,  announced      -        -    206 
Collection  of  Customs,  a  report  from  the  Treas- 
ury, stating  the  emoluments  of  officers 
empfpyed  in  the    -        -        -        -        -     167 
Collectors  of  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  &c»,  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  read  twice  ....     147 
third  reading  refused         ....     175 
Commerce  and  Coasts,  a  bill  more  effectually  to 

piotect  the,  read    .....    220 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    222 
Commercial  Intercourse,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the 

supplementary  act  concerning,  read        -      94 
read  a  second  time,  and  orderiKl  to  a  third 

reading IOC 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee     -        -162 
said  committee  discharged  ...    339 

Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  resolution  to  repeal  all 
acts  concerning     .....    237 

resolution  negatived    .....    239 

Confidential  Proceedings    .....    265 

Congress,  a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meet-* 

ingof,  read    -        -        -        -        -        -    318 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  same  ef&ct,  read      -        -        •        -313 
,  read  a  second  time    .....    314 

ordered  to  il  third  reading  .....    315 

.read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    317 
Conklin  and  Pierson,  Mr.  German  presented  a 

petition  of,  refierred        ....    208 

Connecticut,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict courts  in,  read         -        -        -        -     1 12 

read  a  aecond  and  third  time,  and  passed    -     112 
Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  of  the  United 

States  transmitted  an  account  of     -        -     100 
Cope, Thomas  P.,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 217 

Coffcoran,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Anderson 

presented  a  memorial  of,  referred    •        •111 
Crawford,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning 

th^  Naval  Establishment        ...     149 
election  of,  as  President  of  the  Senate  pro 

tern, 177 

Cumberland  Road,  report  from  the  Treasury,  on 

the  subject  of  the  -  -  -  •  -112 
referred  to  a  committee  ....  149 
a  bill  concerning  the,  read  ...  -  204 
read  a  second  time  -  .  -  -  •  -  206 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  -  -  210 
'     read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -210 


Deferred  Stocks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of   Repre- 
sentatives, respecting      ....    317 
read  and  referred       -        -        -        -        -    817 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        -    319 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    829 
Departure  of  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the, 
in  certain  cases      .....    205 

read  a  first  time 207 

read  a  second  time  •  -  -  -  •  209 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  -811 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .       -        •    218 
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BeUchment  of  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiise  of 
RepreeentatiTes  to  authorize  a/  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

reeommitted  to  a  select  committee 

reported  with  amendments 

road  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

the  House  of  Representatives  agreed,  with 
«n  amendment        -        -  .     - 

in  which  the  Senate  concurred  - 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  resohi 
lion  on  the  subject,  which  was  agreed  to 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolution,  read  and  referred 

the  committee  reported  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  authorizing  a,  read  -        .        • 

read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .        • 

referred  to  a  committee      .... 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

ordered  to  a  thi^d  reading  as  amended,  read 

third  time,  and  passed    .... 

Detroit,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

relating  to  lands  in  the  district  of,  read    - 

read  a  second  tinie,  and  referred 

rqx>rted  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading    ....... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Diaability  of  Judges,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  relation  to  the 

read  a  first  time        ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments        .        •        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 
the  amendment,  and  the  Senate  receded 

returned  by  the  President  ofthe  United  States 
with  objections  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, who  resolved  that  the  bill  do  not 
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District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 

J>resentatives  concerning  the  Levy  Court 

n  the,  read  twice,  and  referred        •        -  127 

reported  amended 185 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  199 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  200 
the    House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 

the  amendments 248 

the  Senate  receded 804 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  organ- 
ization of  the  militia  in  the,  read  twice, 

and  referred-    -'.....  245 

reported  amended      .....  249 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  250 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  250 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
ferring certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court, 

^.,  read  twice 246 

referred  to  a  committee      ....  349 

reported  amended      .....  263 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        •  265 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  299 
ft  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

amend  the  laws  in  the,  read    ...  247 

read  a  second  time    .....  248 

referred  to  a  committee      ....  249 

reported  amended      -        .        .    '    .        .  263 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  265 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        .        •  299 


Pftg«. 

Documents,  Mr.  Leib  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  aa- 

thorize  the  transportation  of,  dtc    -         •        16 

a  bill  to  frank  certain,  read  twice,  and  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading      ...         -        17 

postponed  indefinitely        -        .        .         .        19 
Doorkeeper    and   Sergeant-at-Arms,  Mountjoy 

Bayly-  elected        -         -        .        .         -       11 

on  motion  nf  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the, 
was  authorized  to  employ  an  assistant,  4cc.       16 
Drawback,  a  bill  from  (he  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  extend  the  time  of  exporting  with 
privilege  of,  r«ad    -        -  -         -     241 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading    -     - -     247 

read  the  third  time     .....     M8 

referred  to  a  committee'    ....    tM9 

E. 
Embargo,  a  oonfidential  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  vecommendiiis 
an,  referred    -        .        -  '     -        -         -     187 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

(confidentially)  laying  an,  read  -  -  187 
read  si  second  time  .....  188 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  amended — read  a 

third  tin^e,  and  passed    ....     189 
a  confidential  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  that  they  hate  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  that  .the  Speaker 
had  signed  the  bill        -        -        ^        -     191 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  was  taken  off,  &c.  ...     192 
Encounter  at  Sea,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  reaoln- 
tion  respecting  an,  between  an  Ameri- 
can fVigate  and  a  British  ship  of  war      -       15 
Enemies,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa* 

tives  to  prohibit  vessels  from  trading  with     314 
read  a  first  time         .....     318 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -     816 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended  ^        -     319 

Engineers,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  gave  notke 
of  a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
corprof  .        -..--.16 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read,  Ac        .        .        .     ig 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -     19 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  24 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  thfard  reading  •  27 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -      28 

returned  firom  the  House  of  Repreaentativee 
with  amendments  .....    216 
,  amendments  concurred  in  ...    si7 

Erie  Canal,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
transmitted  copies  of  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York  in  relation  to  the, 
&c.,  referred  -        ....      87 

Evans,  Oliver,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial 

of 89 

Evasions  and  infractions  of  Commercial  Laws, 
Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing         16 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  17 
Executive  Proceedings,  Journal  of  -  -  -  822 
Exportation  of  Specie,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  to  prohibit,  read  twice,    202 
amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -    203 
sent  confidentially  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, who  ftgreed  to  the  amend- 
ments           ••203 
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Fmge. 
£xtr&  Compens^Uon,  Mr,  Leib  cabmittod  %  re»- 
olution  to  aUoWy  to  certain  terTants,  dec, 
read      -        -        -        -        -        -        -    307 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        ...    308 
ordered  to  a  third /eading  •        •        -312 

read  a  third' time,  and  paeeed     •    .    -        •    819 

F. 

Feliciaiia,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of,  re-/ 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union     177 
Tield  Exercise,  a  letter  from  Colonel  Alexander 

Smyth,  respecting,  dec.  -        -        -        -321 
Tinaaces,  an  exhibit  of,  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment        2046 

Firat  Circuit,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  in  the,  read  twice,  and 
referred  -        -        -        ...        -     124 

reported  with  amendments         •        •        -    169 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -     170 
.   read  a  third  time«  and  passed  with  amend-. 

menu 172 

Foreign  Coins,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  in 

relation  to 25 

Foreign  Relations,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  our,  disagreed  to  -        - .   188 
Forfeited'  Recognisances,  a  bill  iroid  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  remission  of^  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia    ...    252 
read  a  first  time        .....    257 , 
read  a  second  time    .....     258 
read  a  ^hird  time,,  and  passed      ...    262 
France,  a  correspondence  concerning  our  rela- 
tions with      100,246 

France  and  Great  Britain,  A^.  Giles  submitted  a 

resolutioo  respecting  our  relations  with  -       15 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         •       16 
Friends,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a 

memorial  of  the  Society  of,  referred        •      22 
committee  discharged        ....    813 
^Frigate  Chesapeake,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitted  a  correspondence  show* 
ing  that  the  afikir  of  the,  liad  been  satis- 
factorily adjusted 20 

I*altoii,  Robert,  and  associates,  a  bill  for  relief  of     • 

read 28 

read  a  second  time  •  -  ...  29 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  •  32 
said  committee  reported  a  bill  extending  the 

time  of  certain  patent  rights,  read  -  -  34 
read  a  second  time  .....  66 
•nlered  to  a  third  reading  ....  90 
sead  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...      92 

G. 

<lamble,  William,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  Treasury  Department     201 
report  from  the  Secretary  thereon       -        -    257 
Oarr^rd,  William,  a  hill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    •        -    246 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •    247 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .        •    248 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    250 
<leneral  Land  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  a,  read  a 

third  time,  and  passed  ....  181 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatires 

with  amendments,  and  concurred  in  -  211 
report  from  the  ComnuMioner  •f  the       304, 306 


Page. 
General  Poet  Office  and  Patent  Office,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  bet- 
ter accommodation  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
referred         ......    i^g 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    180 

.read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        -     162 
Georgia,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  rati, 
fyiog  the  amradment  of  the  Constitution 
in  relation  to  titles,  dec  ...     118 

Georgetown   Lancaster  School,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  incorporate, 
read  twice,  and  referred  •        .        -128 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    167 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        -170 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     173 
German,  Mr^  speech  of,  on  the  bill  declaring  war    271 
Giles,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  raising  an 

additional  military  force   ,      -        •        >      85 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  volunteers      .    107,  1698 
Goddard,  John,  Mr.  Cutts  presented  a  fnemorial 

o^ -referred     ......    dtfg 

Goldsborough,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Vamum 

presented  the  petition  o^  r^rred    -        -    262 
committee  discharged        ....    320 

Gordon,  Thomas,  Mr.  Franklin  presented  the 

petition  a(  referred         ....      88 

an  adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to  *        -     188 
Government,  •  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 

atites  for  support  of,  read       -        -        •     1 18 
Dead  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •    1 14 
reported  with  amendments         ...     121 
ordered  to  a  third  treading  as  amended        •     128 
recommitted;  reported  with  amendments      124 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    188 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  additional  appropriations  for  sup- 
port of^  read  ......    219 

^  read  a  second  time    .....    228 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    226 

read  a  third  time,  and  refbrred   ...    227 
reported  without  amendment,  and  passed  •    287 
Great  Britain,  the  President  communicated  pa- 
pers in  relation  to,  referred    -        -      1 00,  108 
eC  which  one  thousand  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  .        .  <      .        •        .     168 

H. 
Handbook  of  Infantry,  Mr.  Duane's,  received 

and  acknowledged         ....    809 
Harrison,  Governor  W.  H.,  a  memorial  of  th» 
Legislature   of    Indiana  approving  the 
conduct,    and    praying  the  re-appoint- 
ment of,  referred  .....      91 
Hazen,  Charlotte,   Mr.  Bradley  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        .      28 
a  bill  for  relief  of^  read,  dec.        .        *        .     108 
Henry,  John,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reeolution 

relating  to  the  disclosures  of  -        -        .165 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -        .        -    1C6 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  he  is 
not  in  possession  of  names,  Ac      -        «     169 
Hemp,  a  petition,  respecting  the  culture  of       -  2064 
Heniy,  Alexander,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memo- 
rial of,  referred      •        .        .        .        ^    200 
committee  discharged        ....    819 
Hoffinan,  Peier,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  pre- 
sented a  petition  of;  referred  .        .        «    806 
adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to        •        •    811 
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Howard,  Fiteh,  and  Lloyd,  Mr.  Smith  of  New 

York  presented  a  petition  of,  referred 

Howell,  Jeremiah,  B.,  appointed  Senator  by  the 

Legislature  of  Hhode  Island,  was  qaali- 

fied,  &c        -        -        .        -        -        . 

Hubbard,  Henry,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of,  referred      -        .        -        -, 
Hubbell,  Ezekiel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
xesentatives,  to  empower  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  decide  in  the  ease  of,  read 
a  first  time    ----.. 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

feported  with  amendments        ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as  amended  - 

Hubbell,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 

resentatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice  and 

referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 
Humiliation  and  Prayer,  Mr.  Anderson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  requesting  thB  President 
to  appoint  a  day  of,  read        ... 
read  a  second  time    •        - ,       • 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    - 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  .--.-. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 
Hunter,  William,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  was  qualified 
dwj.       -        -        -        . 

I. 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the        r 
act  to  regulate  the  ^coUection  of  duties  on, 
read  twice      -----        .       95 
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94 


96 

97 

102 

103 

104 


185 
199 
200 
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303 
305 
305 

307 
310 


23 


amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time        ..... 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee    - 

reported  with  an  amendment     ... 

indefinitely  postponed        .... 
Impressments,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  request  cer- 
tain information  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to 

report  from  Secretary  of  State  in  reply  321,  2016 
India,  a  bill  to  permit  the  entry  of  vessels  from 
•any  of  the  ports  of,  read        ... 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ocdered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 
Indian  Afiairs,  Mr.  Worthington  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  refer  to  a  select  committee  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  - 

the  motion  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed on    -----        - 

bidiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  praying  certain  grants  of  land   - 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  to 
he  admitted  into  the  Union,  referred     - 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  com- 
mittee to  revise  the  act  to  divide    ^ 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
supplemenUl  to  the  act  for  dividing,  read 

raad  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed 250 
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161 
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225 
226 

228 
236 
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18 

88 

91 

168 
170 
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Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  request  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  such 
information  as  he  may  possess,  respecting^ 
the  intentions  of  the  ....  299 
Infantry,  a  bill  from  -th,e  House  of  Represented 
tives  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of 
the,  read  twice  and  referred  .  *  .  247 
reported^  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -*....         -     262 

read  a  third  time  and  passed  as  smcnded  -     267 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments  and  ask  a  conference'        -     262 
conference  agreed  to,  and  managers  appointed    263 
Ingraham,  Nathaniel  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith 
of  New  York   presented  the  petition  oi; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasuiy -     123 

report  of  ^at  ofi^cer  read  ....     194 
papers  referred  to  a  select  committee  -        -     212 
a  bill  to  discharge,  from  imprisonment,  read     U7 
read  a  second  time    .....     218 
recommitted      -        -        -        .        .        -     226 
reported  without  amendment      ...     242 
postponed  indefinitely        -  ^      •        -        -     244 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives respecting,  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred     800 

reported,  amended 307 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -     31 1 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  as  amended    -     313 

J. 
Jefieison  College,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  locate  lands  reserved  for 
'  the  use  of,  read  twice     -        -         -        -     1 18 

ordered  to  a  third  reading"  ....     120 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     121 
Judges  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  respecting  the, 

read  twice      ......    241 

read  a  third  time  and  passed       ...    243 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  a  bill  firem  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  district  of,  read    -        -        -        -      91 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -        -      93 
reported  without  amendment      -        -         •    1 14 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -     115 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -        -        -    116 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
establish  a  land  district  in  Illinois,  east 
of  the  district  of,  read     -        -        -        -     119 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -        -120 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        -    19S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    124 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    124 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of      .        .        .     162 
the  resolution  respecting  public  roads  in, re- 
ferred to  a  comnlittee      ....    185 

Kittery,  Elliott,  and   Berwick,  Mr.  Cutts  gave 
notice  of  a  bill  to  annex,  to  the  district  of 
Portsmouth   -        -       -        -        -        -     IB 

a  bill  to  that  ef!bct  was  read  twice      -        -      29 
indefinitely  postponed        •        -        -        -    189 
Mr.  Vamum  presented  a  petition  that  the 
bill  above  mentioBed  may  not  pass  -        -      94 
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Knight,  Lieutenant  Simeon,  Mr.  Bradley  pre- 
gented  a  petition  of,  referred  to  the  ray- 
matter  General      -        -        -        -        -    21 1 
report  of  said  officer  on  the  same        -        -.217 
Knoxville,  a  bill  from  the  Roase  of  Repreaenta* 
tites  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the 
circuit  court  for  East  Tennessee  at,  read     126 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -     126 
reported  amended     •        -        -        -        -     161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     162 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -     163 

L- 
Landak,  Peter,  Mr.  Smith  of  New  Ydrk  pre- 
sented a  petition  of        -        -        -        -183 
referred  to  a  committee      •        •     .  -        -     114 
ui  adverse  report  on  the  same   ...    247 
Ae  report  of  the  committee  agreed  to        -    248 
Land  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  a  General,  read 

twice 107 

recommitted      -        -        ^        -      '-        -    116 
reported  amended      -        -        -        -        -     128 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ~        *        *    ^^^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pataed     -        -        •     160 
Lands,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatives 
dit^cting  the  tenns  on  which,  reverting 
in  failure  of  payment,  shall  again  be  sold, 

read       - 89 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      92 
reported  without  amendment     *        ^     .  •      95 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -      -  -        -      97 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...       98 
Lapsley,  Samuel,  (See  Listen  John.) 
Letters  of  Marque,  ^tc,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  concerning,  read  twice    801 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    302 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with 
amendments  .        .        .        p        .    303 

Library ,  a  message  from  the  ^ouse  of  Represent- 
atives that  they  have  appointed  a  'joint 
committee,  read      -        .        -        -        -      23 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  appointed     ....      28 

a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  sup- 
port of  the,  read    -        -        ...      24 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......      25 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        -      25 
Light^Houses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives authorizing  the    purchase  of 
Lewis's  potent  for  an  improved  method 
of  lighting,  read  twice,  and  referred        -     125 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -     128 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     130 

read  a  third  time ;  passed  with  amendments     130 
Lisle,  Jehn,  and  others,  (heirs  of  Samuel  Laps- 
ley,)  Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred 122 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -     130 
read  a  second  time    .....     147 
the  third  reading  refused   •        -        -        .174 
Livingston,  R.  R.,  and  Robert  Fulton,  Mr.  Gilee 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  .        .      23 
(See  Fulton,  Jtobert.) 
Lloyd,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  and 

took  his  seat 15 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Na^al 

EsUblishment 131 

on  the  Boston  memorial    ....    281 


Page. 

Loan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativea 

authorizing  a,  read  twice,  and  referred    -  129* 

reported  with  amendments         ...  147 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  166- 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  167 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

supplemental  to   the  act  authorizing  a, 

read       -         r, 317 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  318 
reported  with  amendments,  read  three  times, 

and  passed  as  amended  •  -  -  -  820 
Louisiana,  a  bill  to  admit  the  State  of,  into  the 

Union,  read  -        -    '   -        -        -        -  171 

read  a  second  time    .....  173 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  175 
recommitted  to  the  committee  on  the  bill 

from  the  House  of  Representative^  of  the 

same  tenor  .---.-  176 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

the  same  effect  twioe  read,  and  referred  -  176 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  179 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  184 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  186 
a  bill  to  enlarge  the  imiiu  of  tho  State  o^ 

read      -        -        -        -        .        .        .  182 

read  a  second  time    .....  183 

ordered  to  a  thurd  reading  ....  186 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  194 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  admit,  road  240 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading          ......  241 

read  a  third  time  by  consent,  and  passed  •  241 
Louisiana  Lead  Company,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read  -  -  -,  -  -  -  101 
referred  to  a  committee  of  five    -        -        -161 

reported  with  amendments       ^  -        -        •  168 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  174 

reconunitted      ......  175 

reported  amended 176 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        •        -  178 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  181 

Lyon,  Matthew,  a  memorial  of,  praying  repay- 
ment of  a  fine,  read        ....       19 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -        •        -    315 
read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  post- 
poned            -        -    316 

M. 

Maine,  District  of,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
one  of  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in 
;    the,  read        ..--.-      21 
read  a  seoond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
readings        ------      22 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -      22 
Maritime  Frontier,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  further  appropriation 
for  defence  of,  twice  read       -        -        -     1 17 
referred  to  a  committee      -        -        -        -     120 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -     161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     163 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments     168 


Mr.  Reed  presented  a  memorial  from  dtizeoa 
of  Maryland,  praying  measures  lor  de- 
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a  bill  from  tbe  House  of  ReprescntatiTea 
for  further  defence  of  the,  twice  read,  and 
referred  --.--.    314 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     -        -        -        -        -    316 
Maaon's  Island,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  a  canal  around  tbe 

causeway  of,  read 223 

read  a  second  time  .....  225 
referred  to  a  committee  •  •  •  -  226 
reported  with  amendments  ...    250 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    251 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   .-...--    358 
Massachusetts,  resolutions  and  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  againit  war      -        -        -    250 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Drent  pre- 
sented a  petition  praying  the  charter  of 

the 148 

referred  to  a  select  committee  ...  14$ 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  -  -  -  169 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        .     170 

recommitted      - 177 

reported  with  amendments         -        .        -184 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -     198 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    2OO 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea 
amended,  and  concurred  in     -        -        .    240 
Merchant  Vessels,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to  the  arming  of  -        -        -     199 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee         201 

a  bill  concerning  the  arming  of,  for  defence, 

read 309 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 218 

Meiiage,  the  President's  Annual      -        -        .11 
three  hundred  copies  of  the  above  and  doc- 
uments, ordered  to  be  printed  .        .       13 
.    Mr.  Giles  offered  sundry  resolutions  to  refer 

the,  to  select  committees        -        .        -       15' 
another,  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  supplementary  documents    -      17 
Michigan,  a  memorial  of  the  citizens  of,  praying 

protection  against  the  Indians         -        -      88 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  for  designating, 

surveying,  Ac,  read       -        -        .        -     166 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        •      .  -     167 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •     183 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -     184 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        -  '226 
Military  Ertablishment,  a  bill  to  complete  the  ex- 
isting, read    29 

read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  p  30 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  82 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously  33 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the,  read      •        -        -     116 

read  a  second  time 118 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  -  120 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  -  -  121 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  •  126 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended,  and 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...     127 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  .        .        .        .        .174 
referred  to  a  select  committee    .        •        -     175 
the  Senate  disagree  to  all  the  amendments, 
and  ask  a  conference     -        -        -        -176 


Military  Establishmentp— continued.  Paif* 

the  House  of .  Representatites  insist,'  and 

agree  to  a  conference      -        -        -        -     177 
report  of  the  Managers  agreed  to,  and  the 

bill  modiEed 178 

th^  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  the 

modifications         .....     igl 
a  bill  from  the  House  0/  Representatives 

making  additional  appropriations  for  the  314 
read  a  first  time  .  •  •  .  .  .  315 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  *  31S 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  supplemen- 
tal to  the  act  fixing  a,  read  ...  305 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  ...  306 
reported  amended,  and  efdered  to  a  third 

reading 307 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    307 
Militia,  a  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
making  proviaicm  for  arming  the  whole 
body  o^read  t  '     -        *        -        •        •     137 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        «        -     138 
reported  with  amendments         ...     185 
ordered  to  a  third  Reading  -        •        *        •     134 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •     196 
MiUedgeville,  (Oeorgia,)  resolution  of  the  citi- 
zens, of  expressing  confidence  in  the  Gov- 
ernment        ......    810 

Miller,  Christopher,  a  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  rted  -        -     121 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •     133 
reported  without  amendment     ...     lao 
the  third  reaiding  refused   */        -        .        .     147 
Minifie,  Charles,  Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  of  a 

bill  for  relief  of 19 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  >      30 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        .182 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        -183 

read  a  third  time,-  and  passed  as  amended  .     184 
Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans. 

mitted  the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  -      35 
Miscellaneous  Claims,  a  statement  of  moneys  ex- 
pended in  the  discharge  of,     -       .  -        .     106 
Mississippi  Territory,  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of,  to  support  the  Administration, 
dcc^  read       ......      90 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
enable  the.  people  of,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion, read  twice,  and  referred  -        -     171 
report  of  said  committee    ....    304 

postponed  indefinitely        ....    307 

a  joint  resolution  authorizing  a  census  to  be 

taken  of  the  people  of,  read    ...    389 
read  a  second  time    .....    341 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         •        •    343 

postponed  indefinitely        ....    341 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
.   confirm  certain  grants  under  the  Spaniah 
Government  .....       ^    353 

read  twice,  and  referred     >        -        -        .     367 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -    363 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     301 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  *    802 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
confirming  certain  grants  by  the  British 
Government  .....    363 

read  a  first  time         .....    268 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .  264 
reported  without  amendment  ...  300 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  .  *  .  31 1 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        «    313 
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MiflsiMippi  Territonr — continued.  Pftge. 
ft  biU  from  the  Henee  of  RepreeenUtiTee  tsk-    . 
ing  the  consent  of  Georgia  to  dlTide,  into 
two  Statet,  read     .....     262 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred         -        -    257 
read  a.  third  time,  and  passed     ...    2|^9 
Mitchill,  Richard,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  a  pe- 
tition of 169 

reierred  to  the  committee* on  Streshlj's  pe- 
tition      "172 

Morris,  Gouverneur,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  referred         -        -      87 
the  committee  discharged  ...    300 

Munitions  of  War,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

to  procure,  Ac,  read  twice     -        -        -      80 
read  a  third  time,       .....      g5 
recommitted      -        -        -        -        -        .68 
postponed  indefinitelj        -        -        -        -     llJi 
McConnell,  Matthew,  and  others,  of  the  Penn- 
sylTania  Line,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  -        -        -        -        -        -        -     107 

PC. 
Naturalization,  a  hill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives supplemental  to  the  act  con- 
cerning, read  twice         ....     314 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Alien  Enemies    817 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     .         •        .        •        -    81^ 
NftTal  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  concerning  the  -  -  107 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  11 1 
reported  with  amendments  ...  126 
further  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  ^ird 

reading 164 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     166 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
first  and  disagree  to  the  other  amend- 
ments     171 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference        -     17S 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and 
agree  to  the  conference  -        -        -        -     174 

report  of  the  managers       ....     176 

the  modifications  recommended  agreed  to  -     178 
If  aval  Peace  Establishment,  the  act  supplemen- 
tal to  the  act  providing  for  a,  was,  on  mo- 
tion, referred  to  a  select  committee   to 
consider  what  amendments  thereto  were 
necessary       ......    245 

roport  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -    249 

Navy,  report  on  the  expenditures  of  appropria- 
tions for  the *      92 

another  report  from  the,  Department,  in 

obedience  to  the  act  regulating  clerks,  &c.  9^ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

support  of  the,  read  -  -  -  -117 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  1 18 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  -122 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  123 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  124 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  the    -        -      97 
Newcastle,  Delaware,  Mr.  Bayard  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of,  praying  meas- 
ures of  defence  of  their  port,  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War     -        -        -        -    306 
.  report  of  that  officer  thereon       -        -        -    310 

New  Jersey,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  communicated  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 

\  lature  of,       -        -        -      ,  -        -        -104 


Page. 

New  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives relinquishing  a  certain  lot  to. 
the  corporation  of,  read  -        -        -        -     171 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    172 
reported  with  smendments,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  as  amended  -        -        .     .   .  ^  179 
a  petition  of  the  Mayor,  dec.  of,  praying  the 
extension  of  a  street       ....     306 
New  York,  a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of 

an  additional  Jfudge  for  the  District  0^  read  1 95 
read'a  second  time  -  •  •  .  -197 
referred  to  a  committee  ....  199 
reported  amended  .....  204 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    2O8 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        .  •  209 
Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  merchants  of^  deprecating  wat    •    25<1 
ordered  to  be  printed  -        -        .        -    256 

copy  of  the  proceedings  of  sundry  citizens 
of,  approving  tlie  measures  of  Government    310 
Nicholson;  Mary,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....     126 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        -     148 
North  Bend,  a' bill  from  th^  House  of  Represent- 
ativee  to  authorize  a  road  from  Greenville 
to,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -31 
reported  without  ameadment     ...      90 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....      92 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -      93 
North  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  General  As- 
sembly 0%  approving  the  Message,  dtc.    -      92 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district  courts 
oC  read  twice,  and  referr^     ...      99 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    .....     lOO 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  o^  ratifying 
the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  on  the 
subject  of  titles,  dec.       •        •        •        •     104 

O. 
O'Bahnon,  Thomas,  Mr.  Tait  presented  a  peti- 
tion of;  referred  to  a  committee     •        -      28 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        •      25 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •      27 
read  a  third  time,  and  paesed     ...      27 
O'Cousier,  Lewis  Gex,  and  others,  Mr.  Pope  pre* 
sented  a  petition  of,  relatiog  to  the  culti*> 
vation  of  the  vine   .        .        •        .        •     125 
Ogden,  Abram,  Mr.  Condiet  Resented  a  petition 

of;  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed        -      87 
Ohio,  Mr.  Worthington  presented  a  petition  of 

the  Legislature  o(  relating  to  boundaries      94 
Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing         116 

-agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        .    118 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
granting  further  time  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  northwest  of  the  river,  read      •    311 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •     313 
reported  without  amendment,  ahd  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    315 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -     317 
Old  City  Hall,  (New  York,)  a  bill  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
or  lease  the,  for  the  use  of  Government, 

read 197 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred    -        -        -     198 
reported  amended 204 
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Ordnance,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 

tivM  for  the  better  regulation  of  the        •     226 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....    227 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 236 

read  a  third  time,  and  paned,  as  amended   •    238 
Ordnance  Stores,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  the  purchase  of, 
read 9fi 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred   •        -        •      06 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  •  -  -  .  .99 
Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTes  extending  the  time  for  opening  the 
several  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  •        -        .        .       22 

reported  with  amendm^nti,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       •        -        -        .     '    •    '  24 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  •      25 

Orr,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  ...  166 
read  a  6rst  time  -  ^  .  .  .  .  167 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .  168 
reported  without  amendment  ...  172 
third  reading  refused  -  -  -  -  -  175 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  185 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with  amend- 
ments     "  186 

P. 

Page,  Joseph  WilUngton,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 

a  petition  of 257 

Parker,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a 

memorial  of;  ordered  to  be  printed        •     148 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State        .        -     163 
Patterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland presented  a  petition  of  -        .        .197 
referred  to  a  committee  on  a  similar  subject    200 
Pay  and  Rations  of  Navy  Officers,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  liloyd,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
•     the  Navy  od  the  subject  of,  referred  to  a 

select  committee 127 

Pearl  River,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners west  of,  read  -        -        .        «     121 
read  a  second  time    .....     122 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ...     128 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        -        -  .  163 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -     168 
Peck,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives authorizing  the  discharge  of, 
from  imprisonment         ....    252 

read  a  first  time 257 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        .    258 
reported  without  amendment     ...    262 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    298 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    300 
Pennsylvania,  the  President  communicated  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of       -       89 
resolutions  of  the  first  Congressional  district 
of,  relating  to  preparations  for  war  -        -    245 
Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of  -  .  252 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  257 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 261 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    263 


Philadelphia  and  WOmington  Steamboat  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Bayard  presented  the  petition 

of;  referred   ......  99 

(See  SteamboaiM.) 
Phillipsi,  J.  and  E.,  Mt>  Lloyd  presented  the  me- 
morial of;  read      ....        -  18 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -         -  19 
Pinkney,  Captain  Ninian,  Mr.  Leib  presented 

the  petition  of;  referred  ....  SS4 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        ...  m 

read  a  second  time     .....  SS7 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  336 
Pope,  Mr.,  i^marks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for 

recesf    -      ' 213, 316 

Porter,  David,  Mr.  Franklin  presented  a  petition 

of;  referred   ....        -        .28 
committee  discharged,  and  the  subject  inde^ 
initely  postponed   -        -        -    *    -        -  185 
Portuguese  vessels,  Mr.  Gregg  submitted  a  reso- 
lution relating  to ;  referred     ...  239 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  alter  and  establish  certain  -        -  205 
read  the  first  time      -        -        -        -        -  207 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  209 
reported  without  amendment     ...  224 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  226 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused      -        -        -  228 
Potomac,  a  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

river,  read  twice     -        -        -        -        -  164 

recommitted       .--..-  176 

reported  with  amendments        -        -        -  179 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  183 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  -  184 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives allowing  further  time  to  complete 
payments  on  lands  held  by  right  ot,  read 

twice,  and  referred        -        -        -        -  28 

reported  without  amendment     ...  29 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  80 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  31 
President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of 

a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the      -        -  10 
President  pro  tern*  of  the  Senate,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  comjfensate 

the,  read 310 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -313 

reported  with  amendments         ...  315 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended   -  316 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Mar^rland,  submitted  a  resolu- 

lution  concerninjg^  the  election  of    -        -  316 

postponed  indefinitely        -        -        -        -  319 

Prisoners  of  War,  a  bill  for  the  safe-keeinng  oC  . 

read  twice      -        -        -        -        -        -  818 

Public  Contracts,  report  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment on         .--.--96 

reportrof  the  Postmaster  General        -        -  99 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  -        -        -  112 
Public  Grounds,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 

to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  the,  read       -  195 

read  a  second  time  and  referred          -         -  197 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  of 

the  same  tenor,  read       ....  247 

read  a  second  time 248 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Senate  bill  249 

reported  without  amendment      .        .        •  263 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  264 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -  264 

reported  with  amendments         ...  304 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  306 
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retd  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amende 

menu 306 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  the  Senate 
did  not  concur,  and  the  House  receded    -  312 
Public  Lands,  Mr.  Wt>rthington  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  -        -        -'       -        -  19 
agreed  to,  and  a,  committee  appointed  -      '  -  20 
a  bill  making  Airther  provision  for  the  sale  of, 

read -  126 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -  126 

indefinitely  postponed        .        .        .        .162 

a  bill  from  the   House  of  RepresentatiTes 

giving,  further  time,  dec.,  read          -        -  169 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        .        .  170 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -  182 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  193 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     ^  -        -        -  198 

read  a  third  time^  and  passed  as  amended    -  199 
Q. 
Quartermaster's  Department^  a  bill  to  establish  a, 

read  twice      ------  80 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        »  65 

read  a  third  time        -----  86 

and  passed        ------  92 

returned  from  the  House  of  Repreaentttives 

with  amendments,  ordered  to  be  printed  -  102 

read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    -  102 

•recommitted  to  a  select  committee      -       :-  106 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -»        •        •  116 

(See  Military  EstabUskment.) 
a  bill  from  thellouse  of  Representatives  to 

amend  the  act  to  establish  a,  read  -        -  236 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  236 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  243 

ovdered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time 

by  consent,  and  passed  amended      -        -  244 

Quorum*  interchange  of  messages  respecting  a  •  10 

R. 

Rangers,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  < 

certain  companies  of,  read      •        •        -  32 

read  a  second  time 33 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        •  88 
a  bill   from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  appropriations   for  expenses  of»  v 

read  twice,  and  referred  -         -         -         -  117 

reported  without  amendment      -        -        -  118 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time* 

ai^d  passed -  121 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  sup- 
plemental to  the  above    -         -         -         -  262 

read  a  first  time         -        -        -     '    -        -  263 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -        -  264 

reported  with  amendments          -        -        •  299 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -,        -  305 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -'       -  306* 
the  Hou^e  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments,  and  the  Senate  insist  -        -  307 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded          -  311 
Becess,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of,  read     ------  197 

resolution  concurred  in,  and  committee  ap- 
pointed         --„---  207 
report  of  said  committee  fixing  the  29th  of 

April  and  18th  of  May,  read  twice  -        *  211 
amended  by  substituting  8th  of  June  for  the 

last  date 215 


216 

218 
219 


219 
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read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -     216 
Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
•    ject  of  a,  read        -        -        -        -        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        . 
m  message  frt>m  the  House  of  Representa- 
^   tivee  that  they  have  postponed  indefinite- 
ly the  resolution  as  amended  by  the  Senate 
the  House  of  Representatives  refuse  to  con- 
cur in  the  Senate  resolution   -        -        -     226 
Reddick,  Thomas  F.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read      -    226 
read  a  second  time     -        -        -        - '       -     226 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     236 
Refugees,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  acts  regulat- 
ing grants  of  land  to,  read  twice    -        -     104 

recommitted -     107 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

making  provision  for,  read      -        -        -     177 
read  a  second  time,  ind  referred         -        -     178 
reported  with  amendments         -        -  '     -     191 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •     -  -     198 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -     196 
a  bill  further  to  provide  for,  read        •        -    246 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    247 
reported  with  amendments  -        -        -    251 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  ,     -        -     256 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    259 
Reprisals  on  British  Commerce,  the  committee 
on  the  war  bill,  reported  an  amendment 
authorising  public  armed  vessels,  dec,  to 
make     -        -        -        -        -        -        -    267 

Republican  Corresponding  Society,  of  Indiana 
Territory,  a  resolution  of  the,  was  com- 
municated to  the  Senate,  respecting  elec- 
tion of  sherifis,  dec.,  read        -        -        -       16 
Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  making  further 

provision  for  the  sale  of,  read  -        -        -    242 

read  a  second  time 243 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    245 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        -        .    245 
Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  provide  for  persons  dis- 
abled by  known  wounds  received  in  the, 

read 185 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •        *     186 

reported  with  amendments        '  -        -        -    204, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -     207 

seed  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    809 
Rhode  jfsland,  IVf  r.  Hunter  presented  resolutions 

of  the  Legislature  of,  deprecating  war    «>    252 
Richmond,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution 
expressing  national  respeet.and  sorrow 
for  the  unfortunate  persons  who  perished 
by  fire  in,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  De- 
cember, 1811         -        -        -        .        -      90 
amended  and  agreed  to      •        *        -        -      91 
Richmond  and  Manchester,  Mr.  Giles  presented 
a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of,  deprecating 
war       -     •  -        -        -        -        -        -    256 

RoB|pson,  Jonathan,  of  Vermont,  attended,  and 

'    took  his  seat 22 

Russell,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  a  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury        -        -        -        -        -        -     167 

report  of  that  officer  thereon     •        -        -     177 
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Sabbath,  Mr.  Pope  presented  a  petitnm  of  the 
Synod  of  Kentacky,  praying  that  mails 
may  not  be  carried  on  the       -        -        -118 
Salaries,  a  bill  from  the  House,  continuing  in 

force  the  act  concerning,  read        -        -    201 

read  a  second  time     .....    304 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        •    -    -        -    208 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...     210 

Savanuah,  Mr.  Tait  presented  sundiy  resolutions 

of  the  citizens  of,  approving  the  measures 

of  Government 262 

Saunders,  Reuben,  and  Securities,  a  bill  for  re- 
lief of,  read    -        -         -         -         -         -     201 

read  a  second  time    .....    204 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    2Q8 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     209 
Science  and  the  Useful  Arts,  a  bill  to  promote 

the  progress  of,  read>  Ac*       ...     104 
i^ad  a  second  time     -        •        •        •        -   ^105 
amended,  and  ordered  io  a  third  reading     •     112 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     114 
Selden,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 
sented the  petition  of     -        -        -        -    208 

referred  to  the  committee  on  Portuguese  ves- 
sels         239 

Senate,  memliers  present  at  the  meeting  of  the        9 

adjournment  of  the 322 

executive  proceedings  of  the      -        •        -    322 
SheriS  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indir 
ana  Territory,  praying  that  the  office  oi^ 
may  be  made  elective,  referred        -        -       91 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

authorize  the  election  of        •        -        -    226 

read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  -     227 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    244 

lost,  on  the  third  reading  ....    244 

Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  -     115 

Skelly,  Thomas,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  petitmn  of    212 

Smith,  Larkin,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  petition  of, 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -        •        -      18 
(See  CoUectan  of  Baitimore,  Norfolk,  ^e.) 
Smith,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Howell  presented  a  me- 
morial of,  referred 89 

adverse  report  thereon,  agreed  to        -        -     186 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Marylaad*  speech  of,  on  the 

Boston  memorial 228 

Snetbcn.  Rev.  Mr.,  appointed  Chaplaiii  by  the 

House  of  Representatives       -        -        -      20 
Spafibrd,  Amos,  Mr.  Worthington  presented  a 

memorial  of,  referred      ....      86 
Spirituoos  Liquors,  a  bill  to  prohibit  importation 

ot,  &c^  read 97 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 166 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  the 
quantity  of  imported,  dec.       ...      98 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply   -        -     102 
Steamboats,  a  bill  respecting  enrolUiig  and  li- 
censing, read 105 

read  a  second  time 106 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  «  116 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  -  1 16 
Stout,  John  N.,  a'  bill  for  relief  of;  read  -  -  211 
read  a  second  time  .....  212 
referred  to  a  committee  ....  217 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  '  •  240 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    241 


Streshly,  Thomas  and  William,  Mr.  Bibb  pr»- 

senled  the  petition  of,  referred        -        -  94 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -        -        -        -  180 

recommitted  on  second  reading  ...  179 

reported  without  amendment      ...  196 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  MO 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •        -  901 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  .....  941 

which  were  concurred  in   -        -        -        -  949 
Strong,  Submit  R.,  widow  of  Major  £.  Stroeg, 

Mr.  Worthington  presented  the  petition  of  86 
Suffrage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  ertend  the  right  o^  in  Illinois, 

read 917 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  918 

reported  with  amendments        ...  938 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  940 
Sullivan,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  New 

Vork  presented  the  petition  of       -        -  99 
St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives,' for  relief  of       -        -  166 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  167 

reported  without  amendment     ...  184 

third  reading  refused        ....  186 
Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memorial  of,  praying 

relief;  referred        ....  if  1 

a  biU  allowing  annuity  to,  read  ...  917 

read  a  second  time    .....  918 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  923 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  924 

T. 


Taylor,  Mr.,  speech  of^  on  New  York  Meaeriil 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Campbell  presented  several  n^ 
olutions  of  the  LegulaUire'of,  disapprov- 
ing certain  amendments  to  the  Ooneritn" 
tion,  proposed  by  the  several  States  of 
MassaclDBsetts,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vir- 
ginia      

also,  a  resolution  ratifying  the  amendment 
respecting  titles,  dbc      .... 

a  bill  relating  to  lands  south  of  the  State  of; 
read       ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Mississippi 
Territory 

postponed  indefinitely        .... 

Mr.  Campbell   submitted   a  resolution  re- 
specting lands  in    - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  issue  granU,  dec,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Territorial  Judges,  Mr.  Worthington  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  .... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives   providing  for   the  Gov- 
ernment of  the       ..... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  with  amendments         -  .     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

the  Houfte  of  Representatives  concur,  with 
an  amendment       .        .        .        ^        - 

to  which  the  Senate  agree  ... 


956 


88 

675 
178 
179 

192 
287 

181 
182 

210 
223 
224 

938 
239 


196 
197 
238 
241 
243 

243 
244 
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a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  further  provision  for  settling  the 
ckiims  to  land  in,  read  ....    243 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         >      -  •    S44 
reported  with  amendments         ...    250 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  aihended  •    S51 
Territory  of  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  giving  further   time  to 
register  claims,  &c,  read  twice,  and  re- 
«    ferred    -        -        -        .        .        -     '   .     127 
reported  without  amendment     ...     147 
ordered  to  a  thhrd  reading  -        •  '      •        •     162 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     163 
the  President  of  the  United  Btiitee  trane- 
mitted  the  proceedings  of  a  convention 
under  the  ^ct  for  admitting  the^  into  the 
Union,  ordered  to  be  printed  ...    169 
referred  to  a  select  oommittee    .        •        -     167 
Mr.  Worth ingion  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  delegates  from  said  convention,  pray- 
ing ftirther  time  for  the  entry  of  land 
daims,  referred      -        -        .        -        *     168 
a  bill  giving  further  time,  Ac.,  read    -        -     177 
read  a  second  time    ^        .        .        .        •     178 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        -186 
a  memorial  of  the  same  delegates,  respeet^ 

ing  donation  of  lote»  ref^srred  •        •        -     195 
a  bill  granting  certain  lots         •    .    «        >•    197 

feed  a  second  time 198 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     200 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMSed     ...    m% 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
giving  vatidUy  to  certain  sales  of  land  in 
the,  read        ......    301 

read  a  second  time*  an4  referred        -        •    309 
xeported  without  amendment     ...     304 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    8O8 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    310 
Thompson,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^ 

resentatives  I6r  the  relief  o^  read    •        •    219 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    223 
reported  without  amendniBnt     •       . «-        •    224 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    2!96 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    228 
Titles  a^d  Claims  to  Lands,  a  UU  from   tke 
House  of  Representatives  for  ascertain* 
ing,  dtc,  read  twice,  and  refoned  to  a 
committee     ...*..    201 
reported  without  amendment     ...    204 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    208 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -    210 
Tebacco,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  the  export  of  -        -       19 
amended  and  agreed  to      •        -        -        -21 
Townsend,  Josiah,  Mr.  German  presented  a  me- 
morial of,  ordered  to  be  printed       -        r      89 
Transfer  of  Moneys,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  respecting       -        -        -        -      28 

Transfer  of  Stocks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^   - 

resentatives  to  facilitate  the    -        -        -    309 
read  three  times,  ^nd  passed       ...     310 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  general  ac- 
count of  the 122 

Tieasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  the  issue  of,  read       264 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        .    298 
reported  with  amendments         •        -        -    301 
ordered  to  a  (bird  reading  ...    304 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    306  ' 


Page. 
Treasuiy  Report,  in  obedience  to  the  act  estab- 
lishing the  Department  ....      23 
in  obedience  to  the  act  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  clerks      .....      93 
Troops,  Mr.  Reed  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  rtiles  and  articles  for  thd  govern- 
ment of  the 26 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        •       27 
Try  on,  Isaac,  Mr.  Dana  presented  a  petition  of       32 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Fulton,  and 

others 33 

adverse  report  on  the  petition  concurred  in      185 
Tomer,  James,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gtalature  of  North  Carolina,  produced  his 
Credentials,  was  qnalified,  and  took  bis 
ffeat       -.---..       17 
U. 
Union  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  a 

memorial  of  the,  referred        -        -        •      28 
committee  discharged        ....    300 
Ursuline  Nuns,  a.  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  exchange  lands  with  the, 
read  twice,  and  referred  .        •        ^     181 

reported  with  amendments  .  .  .189 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  196 
read  a  third  time,  and  pmed  as  amended  •     197 

V. 

Vartium,  Joseph  B.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 

seat 9 

Venezuela,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  relief  of  the  citizens  of      -        -    226 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....    227 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 227 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    228 
Yermoot,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  rati- 
fying the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
respecting  titles,  dec      ....      84 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  present  at 

the  opening  of  the  session      ...        9 
the  Senate  adjourn  in  consequence  of  the 

illness  of  the  -        -        .    -    .        .     177 

death  of  the,  announced,  and  proceedings 

thereon 206 

the  funeral  expenses  of  the,  ordered  to  be 

paid 223 

Virginia  Line,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives relating  to  bounties  to  the,  dtc, 

read t20 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  '  -  •  121 
reported  with  amendments  ...  240 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .241 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .  243 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 
amendments  -.-.-.    248 

the  Senate  insist 249 

the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and  ask 

a  conference .        ^        -        -        -        .    252 
conference  agreed    to,   and  members    ap- 
pointed   »57 

modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to  -  301 
Virginia  Resolutions,  a  letter  from  the  Governor 
of  Virginia,  enclosing  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  re- 
specting certain  measures  of  the  General 
Qoverament,  in  regard  to  foreign  relationi    US 
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Volunteers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreienta- 
tives  to  authorize  the  President  to  ac- 
cept, read  twice  and  referred  -  -  -  102 
reported  with  amendments  ...  106 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  .  •  111 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  112 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  raise,  read 

twice  and  referred  -        -        -        -    314 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 316 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 

authorize  the  President  to  accept,  read 

twice  and  referred  -        •        -        -318 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed,  as  amended         .        .        ^    318 

Towell^  John,  and  Thomas,  Mr.  Brent  presented 

the  petition  of 219 

W. 

Wabash,  letters  from  Governor  Harrison,  report* 

ing  the  issue  of  the  battle  on  the    -        -  '    85 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
relief  of  those  who  served  in  said  cam-    . 
paign,  read  twice,  and  referred       -        •     128 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -147 
recommitted     ---...     164 
reported  with  further  amendments      •        -177 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •     180 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •     181 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some 
and  disagree  to  other  amendments  -        •     192 

the  Senate  insist 193 

the  House  of  Representatives  recede  -        -196 
War,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  o^  in  obedience 

to  act,  Ac     ------      93 

Mr.  Gregg  presented  a  memorial  from  a  large 
number  of  persons  in  Philadelphia,  de- 
preoating  the  calamities  of     •        •        -    242 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  de- 
claring, against  Great  Britain,  twice  read 
and  referred  -        -        -        -        -        -    266 

reported  and  recommitted  .        -        -    367 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      r        -        -        -        -    287 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  motion  to  amend  the 

bill 296 

which  was  rejected 297 

bill  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  297 
the  House  of  Representatives  concur  in  the 

amendments-        «        .        .        .        .    298 
suadij  petitions  and  memorials  against  300,  306, 

307,  309,  314 
War  Department,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  recommending  pro- 
vision for  two  subordinate  appointments 

therein 209 

referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  ^  -  210 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  establish 

the,  read Hi2 

read  the  second  time  -  ...  -  216 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  -  218 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  219 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

with  an  amendment        -        .        -        -    226 
indefinitely  postponed        .        -        -        .    268 
Washington,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives further  to  amend  the  charter  of, 

read 201 

read  a  second  timti  and  refofrad       •       -    9H 


Washington,  charter  ol^-<:ontinued.  Paiga. 

reported  with  amendments)  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading Sit 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    Sll 
Washington  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Bradley  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the,  read  and  re- 
ferred     18 

a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland,  relating  to,  twice 
read       -        -        -^      -        -        -        -     128 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        *    .171 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     I7t 
Washington  College,  a  bill  ftom  the  .House  of 

Representatives,  to  incorporate  Uie  -        •    996 
read  a  first  and  second  time        -        •    '    -    227 
referred  to  a  committee      -        •      '-        -    23< 
report  indefinitely  postponed      •        •        -    906 
Webb,  Joeiah  H.^  a  biU  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief^  lead  twice    •      Sft 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •      27 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...      27 
West  Florida,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  annex  a  part  of,  to  the  Mie- 
sissippi  Territory,  read  ....    228 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    29$ 
reported  with  amendments,  axid  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  •        -        -        -        -    296 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    298 
Weston,  Ezra,  ,and  Son,  Mr.  Lbyd  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

SUte 208 

Wast  Point,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  con- 
cerning   117 

Wharton,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  -  -  -  -  '.  -  2* 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  a  me- 
morial of  -  -  •  -  •  -  10 
Whipple,  Captain  Abraham,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representalives  for  the  relief  oi,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .        .        .        .      t2 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .....      24 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        •      27 
WMtlow,  Charles,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  petition 

of,  referred     ..-..-      30 
committee  discharged         -        •        »     a  -     18ft 
Widows,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  reeolntion  re- 
specting the,  of  those  who  fell  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Wabash 93 

WSkinson,  General  James,  Mr.  Gregg  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ...  tU 
committee  report  a  statement  of  the  account 

of,  with  a  resolution       .        -        •        •  S50 

the  resolution  recommitted         ...  358 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ....  261 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  262 
reported  with  an  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended         -        -  904 
Williams,  Colonel  Jonathan,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  262 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  257 
indefinitely  postponed  ....  908 
Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  relief  of  -  -  -  -  166 
read  a  first  time  .....  167 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  168 
reported  without  amendment  ...  184 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  •186 
read  a  third  timcj  and  pMed     -        •        •*  190 
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WorthingtoD,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  recess  of 

Congress 214 


Young,  Anna,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  reJief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  - 242 

reported  without  amendment      •        -        -    302 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     308 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    310 
Teas  and  Nays,  on  amending  the  apportionment 

biU 26 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  engineer  bill      -      27 

on  adhering  to  their  amendments  of  the  ap- 
portionment bill 31 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  Complete 
the  Military  Establishment     ...      33 

on  amending  the  biU  to  raise  an  additional 
mOitary  force         -        -        .        -   34, 35, 84 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -        -      80 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  extending 
patent  rights  to  Robert  Fulton  and  others       92 

on  agreeing  to  amendments  of  the  Hoose  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force       ....      96 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ordnance  .....      99 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      -        .        -        -     106,  107 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Louisiana  Lead  Coinpany  •     115 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  affidavits 
and  bail         -        -       -.        .        -        -     119 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
army  regulations    -        -        -        .        .121 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Reed's  resolution  con- 
eeming  trade  to  France  ....     148 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  Naral 
BsUblishment 164 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  resolution  calling  for  names 
implicated  by  John  Henry      -        ^        -     167 

on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Samuel  Lansley  ....     174 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -     174 

on  ymiiding  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  cam- 
d^B  on  the  Wabash    -        -        -        -     180 

on  tHBill  to  incorporate  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company 181 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  bounda- 
ries      - 182 

on  amending  the  bilf  relating  to  boan^ 
lands 183 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  Louinana  -        -        -        -     186 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  firom  the  embargo  bill    -     •        •187 

on  a  motion  to  print  the  same  nnder  an  in- 
junction of  secre<gr .        •        .        .        .     188 

on  suspending  the  rule  forbidding  the  second 
reading  of  a  bill,  &c.      ^        .        .        .     I88 

on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd  to  request  certain 
information  of  the  President  ...     188 

on  amending  the  bill  finom  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  lay  an  embargo        -        -189 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    •        -     189 

on  a  motion  to  suspend  a  rule   -        •       *    190 
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on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy    -        - 190 

on  amending  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia 192 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...     192 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill,  in  addition 

.  to  the  act  to  raise  an  additional  military 
force -     193 

on  a  motion  to  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments to  the  Wabash  bill        ...     193 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  Louisiana  ....     194 

on  the  confidential  bill  to  prohibit  exporta- 
tion of  specie,  &c  -        -        -        .        .     202 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...    203 

on  amending  the  joint  resolution  for  a  re- 
cess         211, 216 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  resolution  as 
amended        ......    2I6 

on  the  final  passage  of  Mr.  Leib's  resolution 
for  recess 219 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bHl  granting  an 
annuity  to  General  St.  Clair  ...    223 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  6cc,        -        -    224 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  granting  an 
annuity  to  Arthur  St.  Clair    ...    224 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for  re- 
lief of  Venezuela    -        -        -        ...    227 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Boston 
memorial 235 

on  Mr.  Pope's  motion  to  repeal  the  several 
acts  relating  to  commercial  interoonne    •    239 

on  a  notion  to  adjourn  for  want  of  a  quo- 
rum    , 239 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  dis- 
charge certain  persons  from  4mprisono 
ment     -        -  • 244 

on  motion  to  amen4  the  bill  declaring  war   270, 
271,  286,  287,  297 

on  Mr.  German's  motion  to  postpone  the 
saidbUI 284 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        •        -    287 

on  another  motion  to  postpone  the  same    -    296 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      ....    297 

en  the  final  passage  of  the  war  bill     -        -    297 

on  postponing  the  bill  authorising  a  detach- 
ment of  militia       .....    299 

on  the  final  paasage  of  the  bill  relating  to 
letter*  of  marque  and  reprisal         -        -    303 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  author- 
ise the  issue  of  Treasury  notes       -        -    304 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...    305 

on  receding  from  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  concerning  rangers  .        -        -        -     307 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  additional 
duties 308,  309 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     «        -    309 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  joint  resolution 
respecting  a  day  of  humiliation,  dec.        -    310 
-  on   amending  the  biU  to  prohibit  vessels 

firom  trading  with  enemies      •        -        -    319 

on  amending  the  bill  making  farther  provis- 
ion for  the  army 320 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same ...    320 
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HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


A.  Ptge. 

Absentees,  names  of,  on  calling  the  yeas  and 

nays  on  the  salt  bill        -,      •        -        -     115 
Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning   U22 

agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1427 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  standing  cemmit- 

teeon -    333 

report  from  said  committee  on  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  House  ...        -  1244 
report  from  said  committee  on  allowing  a 
per  centage  to  the  Clerk  for  disbursements, 
disagreed  to   -        -        -        -        -        -  1489 

Acts,  Records,  &c.,  of  the  States,  a  committee 
apointed  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  reported 
against  the  expediency  of  any  amend- 
ment of  the  law  relating  to    -        -        -  1282 
Additional  Duties,  Mr.  Rhea  submitted  a  rettolu- 

tion  to  lay  certain  ...        -        -    860 
resolution  amended  and  laid  on  the  table    -    851 
a  bill  imposing,  on  all  imported  goods,  twice 

read  and  referred   --.,.-  1485 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  1514 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1516 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -  1531 
Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  raise  an,  read  twice  and  referred  -     566 

reported  with  an  amendment    ...     585 
further  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  -    609 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     617 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  '-    617 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  disagree- 
ment      700 

the  Homo  receded  fh>m  all  except  three,  on 

which  they  insisted  ....  718 
the  Senate  receded  from  their  dtjections  -  919 
a  biU  supplemental  to  the  act  for  raising  an, 

read  twice  and  coouniited  -  -  -.  664 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordjMed  to 

a  third  reading  .....  1019 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1021 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  read  twice  and  committed  -  -  1007 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1031 
read  a  third  time,  and  pcissed  ...  1032 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1045 
which  were  conciirred  in  •  -  -  -  1059 
^     a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an, 

read  twice  and  committed  ...  1072 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed  -  -  -  '  •  -  1158 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

which  were  concurred  iu        .        -        .  1212 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Moore  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  the  President  to  cause 
a  system  of  rules,  dec.,  to  be  laid  before  the 

House 1156 

a  bill  ^(in  secret  session)  in  addition  to  the 

act  for  raising,  read  twice        ...  1598 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •        -  1599 
Address,  of  certain  members  of  Congress  to  their 

constituents 2196 

Affidavits  and  Bail,  a  bill  for  the  more  conveni- 

ent  taking  of,  read  twice,  Ac,  ...  363 
reported,  discussed,  and  recommitted  •        •    371 


Affi daTiU  and  Bail — continued.  Pmg*. 

rejMited  with  amendments,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -         .     396 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     5g5 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     595 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1040 
which  were  concurred  in   -        -        -        .  1048 
Alien  Enemies,  a  bill  respecting,  twice  read,  and 

committed     ......  \S6S 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1674 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   -        -        -        -        .  158S 

Alston, Mr.,  remarks  of, on  refercncecf  the  Pres- 
ident's Message     -----    33s 

on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  duties    360 
on  the  rules  and  orders      -        -        -        .    577 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force    -        -        -        -    616 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  volunteers      -        -    782 
on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  quartermas- 
ter's department    -        -  ^       -        -       801,802 
on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  Louisiana 

Territory 1264 

on  the  case  of  Rounsavell           ...  127O 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess        -        -  1338 
-\merican  Seamen,  Mr.  Milnor  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -        -    362 
Mr.  Wright  aubmitted  a  resolution  in  relic- 
tion to -    589 

which  was  agreed  to,  sjid  a  committee  ap- 
pointed ......    610 

a  bill  for  the  protection  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed     --••..  1072 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1343 

read  a  third  time,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 

mitte  of  the  Whole        -        -        .        -  1347 
a  motion  to  take  it  up,  refused  ...  1667 
Afkpeals  from  District  Courts,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blackledge  ft  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  r^^ 
ing  security,  dec     ...        .^H.    664 

a  bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice  and  HK- 

mitted 1316 

Application  of  Moneys,  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  on  the  -  ,  •  •  607 
Apportionment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DawaoiBy  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  respecting  the,  of  representatives  -  832 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted   338 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    366 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        «       .    868 

**  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeats     402 

amendments  disagreed  to,  and  managers  of 

conference  appointed     -        -        -        -     413 

report>of  managers  that  the  conference  cooVd 
not  agree       ......    465 

the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amandments      .    456 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded         -    558 
Afcfaer,  Mr.,  speech  oif,  on  the  sixth  resolution  of 

the  Committee  of  Foreign  kelatioos        -    560 
remarks  of,  on  the  tax  bill  ...  1666 

Armories,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution 

on  the  subject  0^  referred      ...  1040 
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nport  of  the  committoe      *        .        .        •  1073 
report  on  the  petition  to'  ettabiish  one  at 
Lottisvine      ......  1243 

Arm»tron9>  John,  a  bill  authoriang  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Tceaanry  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  billa  drawn  by,  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whele  ISA4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         •        .        «  1376 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaecL     ...  1277 
Avmy  of  the  United  StaCei,  a  bill  making  farther 
protieioti  lor  the,  read  twice  and  com. 
mttted  ........  1319 

reported  with  amendmcnta,  und  oidered  ta 

a  third  n^^inf imig 

read  a  third  time 1339 

recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1889 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  paa^d       •  1834 
a  bill  of  the  same  title,  read  twice^'aHd  cobi- 
mitted  -        ...        .        .        .  i34f$ 

reported  without  ameodment,  and  ordered     - 

to  a  third  reading  •>        -        .  '      •        .  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1879 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeattf  1417 
lead,  and  committed  •     *  -        .        .        •  1419 
reported,  and  concurred  in        -        -        .  1428 
a  hill  from  the  teMte  respecting  the  pay  M; 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Mitttary 
Committee    .        .     ,  .        .        •        .  1587 
iqponed  without  amendment,  and  eomaiit» 

ted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole        -  1670 
reported,  read  a  third  tiuae^  and  paved        -  1576 
a  bill  making  further  provision  Ua  the,  read 
twice,  and  committed  ,  ....  1571 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1577 
third  reading  negatived      .        •        .        .1581 
'  on  motion,  the  bill  was  recommitted  -        •  1683 
reported  with  amendments,  read  three  timee, 

and  paesed 1888 

injunction  of  secrecy  vemored  from  the  bBI  .  1819 
Army  Wailere,  on  motton  of  Mr.  Stow,  the  If  il> 
itary  Committee  were  instmeted  to  inqnire 
into  abuees  in  the  empI^meBt  of  .        •  1887 
"^ill  to  organiie  a  corpe  of,  read  twice,-      ' 

litted 1282 

oriUnd  to  a  thifd  rottdinf     •  1288 
time^  and  pasved     .        .        -  1285- 
?eiqpKr!rom  the  Senate  with  amendmeuta, 

and  refiBrred  lo  the  Military  CoouniltM  -  1^17 
reported,  and  amendments  concurred  iiH  with 
amendmenU*        .....  I8tt 
Atts  tad  Manufactaree,  Mr.  Seyhert  sobmittedm 

joint  reeolution  on  the  snbiect  of    .        •  1084' 
modified,  read  tht^e  times,  and  paesed        .  1088 
returned  fromlhe  Senate  with  attendmeBts, 
which  were  concurred  in        -        .        -  1216 
♦  Aeaietint  Secretaries,  a  hill  to  add  to  the  Depart* 
mem  of  Wai^  two,  read  twioe^  and  com« 
mitted, 1880 

B. 
Bacon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Totimteer  hiU    •   759 

777,798 
remarka  of,  on  the  Treaeory  report  ooncem- 

ingievenue* 848 

•n  tho  bin  to  repeal  the  tenth  seetaon  of  the 

bank  act 1044 

on  the  hill  to  continue  salaries  ...  1044 
00  the  bill  to  authoriie  a  loan  •  .  -1089 
speech  oi;  on  the  war  tases        -         W8, 1188 

12th  Con.  l8tSs88.— b 


Bacon,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  Page, 

remarks  of,  on  introducing  a  bill        .        -  1263 
on  the  bill  laying  a  diiect  tax    /•        -        -  1557 
Bail  and  AffidsTits.— (See  Affidavits,) 
Baker,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and  took 

his  seat 331 

Baldwin,  Aaron,  Mr.  Quiney  presented  petition  of    349 
Baltimore,  Mr.  McKim  presented  a  petition  of 

sundry  inhabitants  of;,  referred        .        -    848 
Bank  and  other  Notes,  a  bill  laying  duties  on, 

read  twice      ......  1555 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate,  read 
•     twice,  and  eomaiitted'    ....  10I8 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1048 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        ...  1200 

Bank  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  authorize  an  in- 
crease of  the  capital  of  the,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....  1331 

Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Mitchill  submitted  a  reeolution 

concerning    ......    807 

not  agreed  to 808 

Barbary  Powers,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolu- 

tion  respecting  the          ....    372 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect 
commerce,  dec,  against  the,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....    404 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    683 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    585 
Barlow,  Joel,  correspondence  of,  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  State        1958 

.  correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Russell   -        -  1975 
Bassett,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  petition  of  Matthew 

J^on 845 

remarks  o^  on  the  rules  and  orders    •        .     577 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  EsUblishment    869,  931 
remarks  of,  on  the  proposed  recess     -        .  1315 
Baton  Rouge,  a  petition  for  a  board  of  land  com- 
missioners at;  referred  ....  1281 
Beall,  Colonel  William  Dent,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed        .        .  1084 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1480 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1488 
Beanmarchais,  Mr.  Baesett  submitted  a  resolution 

on  the,  daim ;  negatived        ...    810 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of,  reforred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1281 
Beaton,  Selah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice^ 

and  eomaiitted 1887 

Kported  without  ameadaaent     ...  1033 
i*      ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1085 
leada  third  tiaie,  and  pMsod     •  -1035 

BiU»,  Mr.,  remms  of,  ea  a  reeolation  relating  to 

aettlers  on  Indiaii  lands  -  -  -  860,357 
remarks  o^  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force  •  -  818 
on  receding  from  the  amendment  disagreed 

to  by  the  Senate  --....  704 
on  the  bill  relating  to  volunteers  -  •  798 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill  •  -  •  977 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  -  -  -  983 
on  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1388,  1371,  1378 
on  submitting  a  resolutioa  respecting  a  reoese 

of  Congreas 1379 

on  a  reeolution  to  call  up  the  same  for  con- 
sideration     ......  1314 

on  the  joint  resolution  fitmi  the  Senate  for  a 

leoess 1834,1340 

speech  ot,  on  the  renewal  of  patent  ri|^ts  •  1489 
on  the  Treaauiy  note  hill  •       •       -       •  1496 
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Bil»by  Mr.,  remmrkB  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  non- 
importation act      -        -        -        -        -  1543 
on  the  war  taies        ...        -        -  1M7 
Bigelow,  Mr.,  speeeh  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose 

additional  dutiet    -        -        -        -        -  1517 
Btoren,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Milnor  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -    749 

Bladdedge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Naty  IhH    -    909 

speech  of,  on  the  same        -        -        -        -  -981 

speech  on  the  importation  bill    -        -        -  130S 

remarks  o^  on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess,  1889, 

1340 
remarks  o^  oil  the  relief  of  Caxaccas  -        -  1360 
Blagden,  George,  and  othen,  petition  of,  pray- 
ing payment  for  work  done  on  the  Ca^- 

tol ll«l 

Bleecker,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  TOhittteers  bfll,      767 
on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the  embargo  1380, 

1406 
on  the  bill  laying  additional  dnttes      -        •  15S2 

on  the  embargo  bill .1607 

Blodgett's  Hotel,  ar  communication    from  ^e 

Postmaster  General  on  the  subject  of      -    8t8 
a  bill  to  repair  and  fit  up,  for  the  General 
Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  read  twice, 
and  committed       -        -        -        -        -  1048 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1086 
Blount,  Mr.,  remarks  of;  on  the  Senate  bill  to  es-* 

tablish  a  Quartermaster's  Department    -    808 
information  of  the  death  of,  communicated, 

dec -  1036 

Boone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Ormsby  presented  a  petition 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  respect- 
ing a  grant  of  land  to    -        -        -        .  1146 
Borough,  Roberts., and  Stephen  Hopkins, an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of         -        .  1333 
■Boston,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  a  petition  froin 
,  sundry  merchants  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  -    343 
Mr.  Reed  also  presented  similar  petitions^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  laH 
Botanic  Garden,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutes  to  lease  the  groand 
weat  of  the  Capitol  for  a,  read  twiea,  and 
committed     -        -        •        -        -        •  IHB 
BMmdaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  t«  anthoi^ 

the  President  to  establish  eertaia    •        -  1340 
read  twice,  and  committed  .        .        •  1846 

reported  with  amendments,  tad  c^mnilted  •  1878 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  .  1488 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  aineiid- 

me&ts 1489 

Boyd,  Mr.,  remaps  of,  on  the  Navy  bill    -        -    980 

OB  British  intrigues 1 193 

speech  of^  on  the  bill  to  permit  importations,  1396 
remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess,  1339 
•n  the  Washington  Banks         .        -        -  1483 
on  the  embargo  bill  -        -        •        -  1687, 1691 
Brigadier  Generals,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  appmnt,  read      .        .        .        «  160 I 
question  of  secrecy  thereon  negatived         -  1619 
British  Army  in  America,  Mr.  Stow  presented 
the  petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the,  pray- 
ing oonfitmatioB  of  their  claims  to  land, 
dtc»>,referred  tat^^SiSP^^^^^  ^^  Claims,    368 
Britirii  IntrignesT^tUtf^sBageTrom  the  President 

tranooiitting  certaiii  letters,  showing       •   1168 


British  Intrigues— -continued.  ^^9^ 

Message  and  correspondence  ordered  to  be 

printed-        * llfi 

referred  to  Ae  Committee  on  Foreign  IMa- 
tSons,  with  power  to  send  for  persons,  dbc  1196 
Broogfaton,  William,  an  adTerse  report  on  tbe 

petition  of,  concurred  in  -        -         -  ISS 

Brownstown,  a  biH  Aom  the  Senate  to  aotborize 
the  surveying  and  making  certain  roads 
as  contemplated  by  tbe  Treaty  of  -*        -    367 
lead  twice,  end  committed         ...    30 
reported  withovt  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  raiding      -        -        -        -        -    397 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    437 
'B«roy  Forts,  a  petition  of  Edward  Clait,  inventor 

of,  referred    :.-..-  1875 
report  of  the  committee  thereon         -      •  -  1316 
referred  to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Nmvx  1481 
report  of  said  offieers  thereon    -        -        -  1488 
petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers    1481 
Bordi,  BenjaaiiB,  dection  o(^  as  Assistant  Door- 
keeper ---.---381 
Bvmfaam,  John,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  ef,  read  twice, 

.   andeomMitted       .....    366 
Imported  without  amendment,  tod  ordered 

lo  a  third  reading  -       w        -        .        •    ffg 
rod  a  third  time,  and  passed      ^        .        •    487 
BurweU,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Rhea's  motSon 

respecting  additional  duties    -        -        -    361 
on  his  motion  to  a^iend  Ihe  Senate  hOl  fir 

an  additional  mititaiy  ibree    ...     686 
on  the  Volunteers  bill        .        -        •        -     796 

on  the  Navy  bill 938 

on  his  motion  to  postpone  the  same    -        -    994 

on  the  pro|tosed  recess        .        •        •        .  1315 

.    on  non-importation    .        •        •        .        •  164S 


Oalhoun,  John  C,  of  South  Carolina,  wis  qval- 

iied  an4  took  his  seat  ....  331 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  araendnenta  to 

the  apportionment  hiH  -  •  -  -  404 
on  the  repot  of  the  Oommittee  of  Foseign 

Relfttions    •  ...     ^^^   476 

remarks  of,  pn  amending  the 

raiee  to  additionat  mitttaiy 
OB  receding  from  obieotioBa  to 

amendoMBtc .        .        • 
on  Mr.  fiandolpb's  motion  for  aaiployiaf  the 

Army  -.-... 
OB  arming  the  whole  body  of  miiitia  *  -  1080 
on  the  adwiswoB  ef  LooiaiaBB  .  -  1894,  IttS 
a  statemeBt  made  by,  in  regard  to  eeoetpfo- 

oeedings 1889,  1874 

remarks  ik,  en  the  importatioB  bill      .       -  1308 
OB  the  joint  resohition  for  a  recios      •       -  1^36  . 
OB'  the  reselvtion  eonoeraing  Oaraccas       -^  1848^ 
speech  o^  oa  tbe  repeal  of  the  embaigo      .  1395 
in  reply  to.  Mr.  Randolph  -        -  .     -         -  1405 
Mr.  Randolph  is  catted  to  order  by    -  1461, 1468  «j 
speedi  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  non-im-,|i#  ^ 

poitatie&aot 153^1669 

Canary  Islands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the 

Committee  of  Commerre  and  Maaufiio- 

tures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expedient  of  reUering  the  inhahitaatB  ef 

the  -  -  -  -  V-  -  -  1358 
report  of  said  committee  on  tbe  aiAjeet  .  1489 
sundry  papers  presented,  showing  lh%  aear- 

€tly  of  foodintiie,refoired     -       >       •1433 


tSenat^^^^ 
totbe^^HP 
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Oaiuyry  lelandi — continued.  Pa^ 

ft  report  on  those  ftatements       -        -        •* .  1^5 

ftnother  report  on  the  subject '    -        •        -  1438 

Oftraocfts,  Mr.  Mmcon  sabmitted  a  ree^lation,  re- 

•peeling  felief  to  the  people  of       •        - 
fesolution  agreed  to 

(6ee  Venezuela.) 
Oarr,  Francis,  oC  M assachnsetts,  was  qoaliBed, 

and  to<ik  his  seat 

Carrfa^s,  a  bill  to  lay  duties  oik,  read  twice 
Castlemgk,  Lord,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Rossell  -        -        ...  1776, 1777, 1779 
Censtu,  a  Message  fhnn  the  President  of  the 
.  United  States,  transmitting  the  results  of 

the  recent      ...... 

-  Certificates,  Credits,  &c.,  a  bill  to  authorize  the 

iwyment  ot  certain,  read  twice,  and  com- 

mhted 1JW7 

CliMherie,  Lewis,  a  bill  Ibr  relief  of,  read  twice, 

Ac       .--.-.        - 
Chaplaitts,  tike  usual  reeohifion  lor  the  appoint* 

ment  of  two  ------ 

Cheroftwes,  Mr.  Pidcens  preiented  m  petition 

fomplaintng  of  misohieft  occasioned  by  the 

settlement  of  wUte  persons  on  the  lands 

of  the,  yeftrred  to  the  War  Department  • 
Chsaapeake  ud  Delawve  Canal  Company,  oa 

motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  petitions  hereto- 


194« 
1351 


1481 

1565 


345 


1846 


349 


fan  preeentad  br  the,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Union  -Canal 


.  681 


345 
733 


1678 
338 


584 


Chesapeake,  ftifate,  $ks  President  transmitted  an 
account  of  the  arrangement  of  the  afliiir 
of  the,  with  Ore«t  Britain     -        •        • 

Cheyee,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  yotunteer  bill 

speech  of,  on  the  NaTal  Establishment   803,  910, 

919 
on  the  bin  to  permit  impertationB  1290,  1310 
on  the  biU  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime 

frontier   ' 

Cikuns,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of 

Mr.  Ghohwn  submitted  a  resolution  that  said 
'  committee  be  Instructed  to  report  on  all 
cases,  withoi^  regard  to  the  statute  of 
"  limitation       -        -        - 
feaolutien  eommitted  la  the  OdiuMNHn  of 

the  Whole -    586 

(dee  LkuUii&n,) 
Claark,  Dennis,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition 
of,  reibrred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands 907 

CImztDn,  Thomas,  election  of  as  Doorkeeper     •    331 
Clay,  Henry,  election  and  address  of,  as  Speakef 

of  the  House 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Sen- 
ate biM  for  additional  military  force 
remaiks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  statute  of  limitation     • 
on  the  bill  to  raise  Tolunteers     - 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill 
remarks  of,  on  marriage  licenies 
on  the  Loan  bUl        •        -        - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Mississippi  -  1204 
mnarks  of,  on  the  bUt  to  admit  Louisiana     1317, 
\  1226 

>n  the  embargo  bill  -        -        -  1688,  1091 

ClifibH  Thomas,  and  John,  and  Charles  Wiig- 
man,  a  bill  for  the  relisf  o^  read  twice, 
and-comaitted -    343 


330 

596 

696 

743 

910 

1041 

1088 


Pa^e. 

Clifibrd,  Ebenezer,  petiCfon  of,  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee 1433 

report  of  said  committee    •        -        .        .  1437 

concurred  in -  1495 

Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 348 

Cochran,  James»  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        .        .        .    437 
Cogswell,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Widgery  presented  a 

petition  of,  referred  to  Secretary  of  State    1071 
Coleman,  Jonathan*  an  impressed  seamen,  a  pe- 
tition of,  iefem>d  to  the  Secretary  of  State  1035 
another  petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   1278 

Collection  of  Duties,  a  bBl  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  regulate  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1430 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -  1431 
Golleclors  of  Customs,  a  bill  for  relief  of  certain, 

read  twice,  and  committed     .        -        -    500 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged, 
and  the  bill  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Wats  and  Means         ...    618 
an  additional  report  in  the  case,  referred  to 
the  same       ------    665 

an  unfeTorable  report  of  said  committee  con- 
euired  in       -        - .      -        -        -        •  1430 
Commerce  and  Manufectures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  of     -        •        -    333 
Commercial  I>aw8,  so  much  of  the  Menage  as 
relates  to  inTasions  and  infractions  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  above  committee         -        •    335 
Commissifmer  of  the  Revenue,  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish the  office  of,  read  twice    -        -        -  1666 
Congress,  Mr.  Jc^neon  submitted  a  resolution 

for  the  adjournment  of,  on  the  26th  June,  1611 
another,  to  a^um  to  9  A.  M.,  during  the 

remainder  of  the  session        -        •        .  I6II 
the  latter  reselutioo  agreed  to    •        -        •  1614 
on  motion  of  Mu  Turner,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of    ------  1616 

the  committee  discharged  -        •        •        •  1635 
4  joint  resolution  from  the  Senato  respect- 
ing the  adjournment  of  -        -        -        -  1632 

agreed  to,  and  a  joint  comiuittee  appointed  1635 
,  report  of  said  oommitteey  read  twice,  and 

agreed  to 15'Fl 

a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of; 
read  three  timeiw  ^^^^  passed  -        .        -  1671 
Connecticut,  a  bUl  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 

the  disteict  courts  in,  read  twice,  Ac    -  1007 
Constitution,  Mr.  McKim  submitted  a  resolution 

to  amend  the,  ordered  to  be  printed        -  1317 
Gimsuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pitkin  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire concerning    -----    749 
a  resolution  was  adopted  in  relation  to       -  1480 
Cohtested  Elections,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Findley 
the  Committee  of   Elections  were    in- 
structed to  prepare  a  bill  to  regulate  pro- 
ceedings in  case  of         -        -        -        -    363 
Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  transmitted  an  account  of  the     794 
Corporal  Punishment,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted 

a  resolution  on  the  subject  of         -        -    368 
Courts  of  Admiralty,  (Chreat  Britain,)  decree  of 

Sir  Wiliitm  Seott  in      -       -        •        •  1742 
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Graig,  Sir  Jamesi  letter  from,  to  the  Earl  of  Liv- 
erpool   -        -'       -        -        -        -     *  -  1862 
Crease,  Anthony,  a  bill^for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       -----    36J 
third  reading  refused         .        -        -        -    369 
Creeks,  Mr.  Rhea  submitted  sundry  papers  re- 
lating to  a  robbery  committed  by  the       -  1289 
Crenon,  John  H.,  and  Joseph,  Mr.  Seybert  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  referred   -        -        -    868 
Cv^berland  Road,  report  from  the  Treasnry  on 

the.  referred  --.---  1012 
report  of  the  committee  thereon  -  -  1 320 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  -  1330 
read  twice,  and  committed  -        .        .  1333 

leported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

tfi  a  third  reading  -----  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  -  1379 
Message,  and  sundry  documents  relating  to 

the 2168 

CitttB,  Richard,  of  I^lassachusetts,  was  ^alified, 

and  took  his  seat 1483 

Cypress  Swamps,  a  petition  of  the  Delegates  of 
Orleans  Territory  in  relation  to  the,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  1316 

D. 

Bale,  Richard,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed 1487 

Dudinf  Amy,  report  on  the  petition  of,  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     •        -  1297 

agreed  to 1488 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  du;.       -        -  1469 
DawsoB,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment 

biU 368 

speech  of^  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations 495 

i«marks  of^  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  calamity  at  Richmond         -        -    588 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  infirm  and  dis- 
abled oflicers,  &c  -        -        -        .    694 

speech  of,  on  the  passage  of  said  bill  -  1036 

on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana    ...  1317 

Bay  of  Public  Humiliation,  Ac,  a  joint  resolu- 
tion from  the  Senate  concerning  a  -        -  1567 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1568 
fead  a  third  time,  and  passed ;  and  commit- 
tee  appointed  Xo  wait  on  the  President    -  1568 
Bebentare  Bonds,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  con« 

coming 1367 

Bebentures,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  in  cer- 
tain cases,  read  twice,  &c»      ...    396 
Befelcation  of  Public  Officers,  the  Committee  of 
Ways 'and  Means  were  directed  to  in- 
quire concerning  the      -        -        .        .    940 
Bsferred  Stocks,  a  bill  authorizing  subscriptions, 

dtc,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  1563 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1580 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1581 

Benmark,  papers  relating  tovonr  aflairs  with      -  1980 

Bepartment  of  War,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  sup- 

plementaiy  to  the  act  to  establish  a,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ...        -  1347 

reported  with  amendments         ...  1354 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        .  1366 

load  a  third  time,  and  pnoed  as  amended  -  1357 


Departure  of  ships.  Sec,  a  bill  to  authorize,  in 
certain  cases  the,  twice  read,  and  commit- 
ted         -  1«1 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time  and  passed     .        -        -        .         .  1333 
Detachment  of  militia,  a  bill  authorizing  a,  read 

twic^,  and  committed     ....  1O8S 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1034 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  lOS 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  I2fiS 
concurred  in,  with  an  amendment^     -         -  1262 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  snpplementaxy  to  th« 

above    -..--.         -  1516 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1544 

''indefinitely  postponed     ....         .  1567 

Detroit,  a  bill  to  authorize  grants,  dbc,  in  the  dis- 
trict of,  read  twice,  and  committed,-         -  1S19 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1M6 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1347 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in  .         -        -        -         •  1333 
tha  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  present- 
ment of  the  grand  jury  o^  complaining  of 
Judge  Woodward  .....  1376 

Dickey,  John,  report  on  ^o  petition  of      -        -  1490 
a  letter  from  the  Nayy  Departmsnt,  ^  Um 
subject  of  his  petitioo     ....  1576 

Dilloa^  John,  Mr.  Key  presented  tho  potkion  oti, 

referred         -.----    963 

Direct  Tax,  Mr«  Ridgely  submitted  a  fssohHisn 

respecting  the        -        -        -        ...  1331 
a  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  tmcm  -       -  1554 
a  bill  for  assessment  and  collection  of,  Ac^ 
read  twice     ------  1555 

Distillers,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  read  twice    .  1555 
Distria  Courts,  a  bill  relating  to  remoTalof  caus- 
es from,  dbc.,  read  twice,  and  committed  1146 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      .1159 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1197 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1816 
jreierred  to  the  Oommtttee  of  the  Wbola     «  1330 
the  Senate  receded    .....  1331 

returned  by  the  President  with  objections, 
and  bill  lost   ......  1377 

District  Court,  a  bill  to  establish  a  new,  in  Now. 

York,  read  twice,  and  committed    -        *  1340 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  tho  sama  efifect     -  1338 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1330 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  1343 
I^trict  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  tho  stand- 
ing committee  on  the     ....    333 

a  petition  of  the  Levy  Court  of  the,  refer- 
red to  the  above  committee    ...   495 
(See  Levv  Court,) 
a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  of  the,  read  twioe^ 

and  committed       -  .      -        -        .       .    790 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......  1439 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1449 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1534 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  tho  militia 

of  the    -        -        .        *        .        .        .  1483 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1484 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .      ^  -        .  1563 
District  of  Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Monow 
the  Committee  00  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  iaqniio  conconing  claims  to 
land  in  tho    -        •       -        •        •        .  1841 
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District  af  8t  Loqip,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
Hoviee  a  presentment  of  the  grand  jarj  of, 
respecting  the  residence  of  judges  -        -  1260 

M^OTces,  report  on  the  subject  of,  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -1116 

l^on,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of       •        -  1 146 
s  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  committed       1489 

Domments,  &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the 
Committe»on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  author- 
ise the  franking  of  -  -  -  •  984 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -        -        -        -        -    384 

Double  Duties,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning,  reforred         ...  1333 

Drawback  of  Duties,  an  adverse  report  on  a  peti- 
tion for 1043 

a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  exporting,  with 

pririlege  of,  read  twice,  6lc»  ...  1436 
raad  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -      i  -  14J(9 

Duane's  Handbook,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from  the  author  transmit- 
ting, for  the  use  of  Congress,  referred  to 
the  Military  Committee  ....  1566 
report  of  said  committee    ....  1671 

Dnnnner,  Qeorge,  dt  Co.,  and  others,  Mr.  Bleeck- 

•r  presented  the  petition  of,  referred        -    344 

Dunn,  Tboaus,  re-election  of,  as  8ergeant-at- 

Arms -    331 

Dwight,  Woolsej,  dt  Co.,  aad  others,  Mr.  Pitkin 

pftMBted  a  patitiMk  of  •        ...    884 

B. 
Bail  of  Liverpool,  letter  from,  to  Mr.  Russell     -  1761 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Bassett  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  defence  of  the  1516 
resolution  withdrawn        -        -        -        -  1661 
East  Tennsssee,  a  committee  was  ^>pointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the  United  Sutes 

CourUin -   -  1086 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time,  dbc,  twice  read,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       •        -        -  1071 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -  1077 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   -        -        *        -        -  1168 
Elections,  appointment  of  the  committee  of       -    382 
a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Indiana 
Territory,  praying  that  United  States  offi- 
cers may  be  prohibited  from  interfering 
in,  referred    -        -        -        •        - '      -    465 
Eliot,  Andrew,  Mr.  Quini^  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        .        -        -        .    344 
Eliza  Ann.    (See  Hubhell,  Ezekitl) 
Embargo,  sundry  petitions,  praying  repeal  of  the  1328, 

1379,  1417,  1421 
indefinitely  postponed  ....  1329 
a  bill  to  repeal  the,  and  exportation  acts, 

read  twice  ..----  13^0 
a  bill  (secret  session)  to  lay  an,  for  a  limited 

time,  read  twice,  &c.  ....  1687 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1596 
read  a  t^iird  time,  and  passed  .  -  -  1698 
returned  from   the    Senate,  with    aipend- 

ments 1601 

amendments  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  1614 
bill  signed  by  the  Speaker  .  .  -  -  1616 
signed  by  the  President  <tf  the  United  SUtes  1616 
ii^unction  ef  secrecy  thereon  remoted        -  1617 


Page. 
Emott,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Virginia  contested 

election 887 

Employment  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Randolph  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  the  -        -        -        -    719 

Engineers,  a  bill  from  the  Senote  making  further 

provision  for  the  corps  of  '-        .    402 

read  twice,  and  committed  403 

Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and  bill 

referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -    795 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  1036 
reported  without  frirther  amendment  -        -  1218 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1220 
ireported,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as 
amended       ......  1338 

Entry  of  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  admit 

the,  on  certain  conditions       ...  1414 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1429 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        .        .  1574 
Brie  Canat,  Mr.  Porter  pnwented  a  petition  in 

relation  to  the  ;  referred  ...    569 

resolutioii  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  respect- 
ing the ;  reforred  -        .        «        .        .  1013 
Erring,  O.  W.,  correspondence  of,  with  the  Sec- 

/    retary  of  State        -        -         1980.1990,2011 
correspondence   e^  with   Mr.  De   Rosen- 

krantz 1982, 1987 

EstiSiates,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, containing  his        -        -        •        -    596 
Evans, OliVer,  Mr.Seybert  presented  the  petition 

of;  reforred 1250 

JlTastons  of  the  non-importation  act,  the  Treas- 
ury report  concerning  ....  2101 
Expenditure  of  Moneys,  Mr.  Randolph  submit- 
ted a  resolution  on  the  -  -  -  -  846 
Exportation,  a  biU  to  prevent,  under  foreign  per^ 
mits  or  licenses,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         549 

a  bill  to  prohibit,  of  specie,  dbc.,  read  twice, 

and  committed  .  •  .  .  •  1617 
reported  with  amendments  ...  1620 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  •  -  1622 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  •  1622 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments^ 

and  concurred  in  -  -  •  -  -  1624 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  approved  by  the 

President 1624 

Exports,  statement  of,  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment      929,  1116 

Mr.  Mitchill  offered  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  1201 

table  o^  in  the  trade  widi  Frttioe      •        -  1952 

F. 
Fellows,  Stephen,  petition  of,  reforred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims    1088 

Finances,  annual  report  of  the  Treasury  on  the, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  .».•..-    868 
exhibitof  the,  from  the  Treasury  Department  3046 
Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  the 

Message 337 

speech  of^  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force     -        •    613 

on  the  volunteer  bfll 771 

on  the  militia  bill 1027 

remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes      .        .        •  1184 
Fire  at  Richmond,  Mr.  Dawson  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the  calamitpua   -        *    ^^ 
unanimously  adopted        .       .        •       •    688 
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Pago- 
First  District,  »  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the 
time  for  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in  the, 
read  twice      -.----  Itl6 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1326 
Fisk,  Mr^  speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  , 

to  the  apportionmei^  bill  ...  408 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  fur 

employing  the  Army  ....  73p 
on  the  bill  to  accept  volunteers  -  -  7i2,  797 
apeech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill  -  -  -  9W 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Foreign  Relations  ....  1098 
on  the  second  resolution  submitted  by  said 

committee      .        -        *        c        .        .  ii09 
on  British  intrigues  -        -        -        -1187,1196 
Fling,  Lemuel,  letter  fi^m,  respecting  the  impress- 
ment of  his  son ;  referred        ...  1297 
Florida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  a  committee 

was  appk>iiited  to  inquire  concerning  West  1 169 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,  a  resolution  was 
passed  relating  to  grants  by  the  British 
government  in      -        -        -        -        •  1208 
petition  of  the  people  of  West,  to  be  annexed 

to  Louisiana,  referred     ....  1219 
oa  motion  of  Mr.  Poindeztor,  a  committee  ' 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  anneziBg  a»  part  of,  to  Miaossippi 

Territory 1347 

a  bill  to  that  efiect  read  twioe^  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .        •        •        -        .  1367 

read  a  third  time ldlB6 

third  reading  resumed^  and  bill  passed        -  1379 
xeturned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1417 
concurred  in      -----        -  1419 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  (^secret  session,)  the 
committee  on  the  President's  confidential 
Message  ivere  instructed  to  inquire  into' 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Presi-  * 
dent  to  take  possession  of  ^st  and  West  1683 
a  bill  to  that  efiect,  read     -        -        .        .  1683 

read  a  second  time 1684 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  .  .<  1686 
rejected  by  the  Senate  •  1  .  -1692 
Mr.  Ridgely  submitted  a  resolution  to  call 

lor  information  oolicenuBg  -  .  •  1686 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 

on  the  President    -        -        -        •        -  1686 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  docu- 
laenta  in  repl^       -        -        -    .    -        •  1687 
Foreign  Relations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  our,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ...    386 
report  of  said  committee    •        -        .        «    373 
first  resolution  in  said  report,  for  filUng  the 

ranks  of  the  Army,  carried  -  -  -  417 
second  resolution,  fbrraising  regulars,  carried  418 
third,  fourUi,  and  fifths  for  volunteers,  militia, 

and  navy,  agreed  to        -    *    -        -        -    418 
sixth  resolution,  for  permitting  merchant- 
men to  arm,  ^c,  agreed  to    -        -        -    419, 
tfa6  House  concurred  in  the  first,  second,  and 

tiiird  resolutions  «  •  v  -  419, 646,  6^6 
the  President  transmitted  papers  respecting 

our ;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  -        .  1438 
report  of  the  Committee  o^  on  our  relations 
with  Great  Britain-        -        -        -        -1646 
Foreign  Litercourse,  bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice, 

and  comnutted 649 


Page. 

Forfoited  Reoo^isances,  a  biH  authorising  reniio- 
sion  ol^  in  the  District  of  Columbia*  read 

Iwjce 14« 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  14M 
F>orreet,  James,  petition  o^  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  -     SSI- 
Foster,  Augustus  J.,  correspondence  o^  with  the 

Secretary  of  State  -        -        -        -1781,18^ 
Fowler,  Sarah,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred     .....     618 
France,  a  Message  firom  the  President,  tranamii- 

ting  letters  from  the  Minister  of     -        •     38S 
correspondence  on  our  relations  u^  -        -  1933 
Franklin,  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  wasqoal- 

ified,  and  took  his  seat  ...•«>  831 
Frazier,  Solomon,  report  on  the  petition  of  •  1675^ 
French  Spoliations,  Mr.  Pitkin  presented  a  states 

ment  concerning    .....  1284 
'  Mr.  Wheaton  presented  sundry  documents 
concerning,  which  were  referred  to  the 

Secretary  of  State 13S3 

Friends,  Mr.  Little  ]>resented  the  memorial  of  the 

Yearly  Meeting  of  the;  referred     -        •     88S 
Fromentin,  Eligius,  admitted  within  the  Hall,  as 
one  of  t£e  Delegates  from  the  Terriioiy  of 
Orleana  -        -        -        .        -        -  1168 

Fulton,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  extending 

the  time  of  patent,  rights  to     -        -        -    696 
read  twice,  and  oommittoil  -        -        -        •    609 
G, 
Qtaible,  WiHiam,  a  petition  o^  refarred  lo  the 

Secretary  of  War 14ST 

Garrard,  William,  the  committee  ordered  fo  re- 
port a  bill  in  the  case  of  -        -        -        -  13tt 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  read  twice  ...  1414 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1487 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1438 
General  Land  Qffice,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

establish  a 1108 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 1118 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  -  1840 

1387 

1388 


480 


698 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  the  Poet- 
master  General  was  directed  to  lay  before 
the  House  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of 
repairing,  dtc        ..... 

Georgetown  Lancaster  School,  a  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate, the  trustees  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     ...... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....  1077 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1066 
Georgia,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  o(  rati- 
fying the  amendment  to  the  ConstitutioD 
on  the  subject  of  titles   ....  104<^ 

another,  approving  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment    .......  1048 

GholsoB,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 848 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the 
'  apportionment  bill  ....    410 

remarin  of,  on  the  statute  of  limitarion  -  696 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  -  766,  760 
on  the  war  taxes  .....  1117 
on  British  intrigues  -  -  -  -  •  1188 
on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana    ...  1380 
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Hiou$e  ProceeddngB  and  JkbaUs^ 


OfyAncm,  Mr.,  renmrkv  of— -continaed.  Page, 

on  Ihe.cwe  of  Bo«D9«Tell  -        -        -  1269 

oa  the  DUtrict  btnke         •        -  1423,  1423 

Giles,  Mr.,  (of  the  Senate,)  speech  of,  on  the  bill 

for  raising  volunteers     ....  1608 
Glebe  Landi^  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  re- 
specting the,  of  Fairfax,  referred    -        •  1072 
Gold,  Mr.»  remarks  o^  on  the  Rales  and  Orden      570 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     ...    796 
ijpeech  oi,  on  the  Naity  bill         ...    988 
remarks  of,  en  the  6enate*s  amendment  to 

the  District  court  bill  ....  1229 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  ....  1268 
speech  of,  on  a  bill  returned  with  objections 

by  the  President    -        .        -        -        .  1276 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes       -        -        -        -        .        -  1601 
on  the  embargo  biU   -        •        -        •        .  1606 
Goldsb(»oilgh,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    ....    372 
remarks  of^  on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  the 

Corps  of  Engineers  ....  1219 
speech  oi^  on  an  appeal  from  the  dedsioa 

of  the  Speaker 1463 

remarks  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  non4mpor* 
tation  acts     ......  1642 

Good  Friday,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  the  House 

adjourned  for  the  day     ....  1250 

Gore,  Lieutenant  Governor,  letter  from,  to  Sir 

James  Craig 1863 

Government,  a  bill  for  the  support  o^  read  twice^ 

and  committed  -  .  .  .  .  •  976 
rq>orted,  and  ordered^  a  third  reading  •  1011 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  *  1012 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1082 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means 1Q83 

reported,  and  amendments  concurred  in     -  1085 
a  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for 

support  o^  read  twice,  dec.  •  .  .1316 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...»  1846 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1347 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1417 
amendments  read,  and  committed  -  -  1419 
reported*  and  concurred  in  -  •  •  14&8 
Gray,  £dwin,  of  Virginiat  was  qu^di^ed,  and  took 

his  seat 362 

f  Great  Britain,  a  Message  from   the   President, 

transmitting  papers  concerning,  795, 8001, 1210, 
1482,  1486,  1487,  1492.  1493, 16)6 
GiMt  Water  Creek,  Mr.  Rhea  ofiered  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of^  read,  and  referred,  1001 
Gieely,  Aaron,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice,  and 

committed     ......  1246 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1319 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1321 
Grimes,  J.  S.,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  stat- 
ing that  he  had  directed  a  number  of  tea 
plants  to  be  sent,  for  the  use  of  members,  1437 
GfilBdy,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  a  resolution  relating 

to  Indian  lands 360 

on  the  resolution  to  lay  additional  duties, 

Ac 351 

speech  ot,  on  the  second  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  -  -  422 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bill,  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force     -        •612 
on  receding  from  amendments  disagreed  to, 
by  the  Senate 704 


Chrun4y>  Mr.,  remarks  of-^eontinued.  Page. 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     •        -     730,  773 
speech  of,  on  (he  war  taxes        ...  1136 
remarks  of;  on  his  motion  relating  to  Ten- 
nessee lands 1169. 

on  a  motion  to  empower  the  Committee  of 
Foreign   Relations  to  send  for  persons, 

Ac 1194 

In  the  case  of  Rounsavell  ....  1268 
on  the  Joint  resolution  for  a  recess  -  -  1338 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  authorizing  As- 

siataiitSecrstarfesof  War      -        -        -1364 
oil  the  repeal  of  the  embargo    ...  1407 
remarks  of,  on  the  resQlution  to  recall  ab- 
sentees ^ 1424 

on  the  bill  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited 
time 1589 


Hall,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volun- 

teers 798 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the 
maritime  frontier    .....  1030 

£[arper,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  Assbtant 

^retaries  of  War         ....  1368 

Harrison,  Jabe2,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  petition 

of,  referred     ......    476 

Harrison,  Governor  Wm.  H.,  Mr.  Bassett  pre- 
sented a  letter  from,  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State       .....  1329 

Harrison  and  Levris,  Mr.  Emott  presented  a  pe* 

iition  of,  referred    •        •        -        •        •418 

Havre  de  Grace,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufoc- 
tures  was  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  district  of  •    404 

Haxen,  Moses,  a  report  from  the  Trei^nry  and 
War  Departments  on  the  claims  of  the 
heirs  o^  and  others         ....  1199 

Head,  Joseph,  a  petitiaii  ot,  referred  •        -  1327 

Hempan  Qoods^  Mr.  Condit  submitted  a  reeotn- 

tion  respecting       -        • '      .        -        •    348 

Henley,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  twioe, 

ftnd  committed       .....  1669 
«  tbord  reading  refrised      ....  1662 

Henry,  John,  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  on  the  disclosures  of        -  1220 

QvfTOtt,  Thomas,  protest  of,  acainst  %  French 

squadroo 1297 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State        .        -1316 

HiU,  Joseph,  a  letter  fron\,  endorsing  surveys, 

dec,  ordered  to  be  deposited  in  the  libraiy  1414 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....    369 

Hoffim^,  Peter,  jun.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....  1346 
rejected  on  thircf  reading    ....  1420 

Home  Department,  report  on  the  subject  of  a    -  2170 

House  of  Representatives,  members  present  at 

the  meeting  of  the         ....    329 
a^iournment  of  the,  on  accoont  of  the  indis- 
position of  the  Speaker  ....  1433 
luttal  proceedings  preparatory  to  the  ad- 
journment of  the   .....  1686 

Hubb^,  Bzekiel,  a  bill  to  empower  the  Secreta- 
rlF  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  twice,  and  committed  •        -    689 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a.  third  reading 692 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        .    692 
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JSabble,  Eiekiel — conttnued.  Pag«. 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred 9J8 

reported,  and  concurred  in         -        -        -    933 
Habbell,  WHliam,  a  bill  for  relief  of;  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  1235 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .....  1S41 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1446 
Hungerford,  John    P.,    (sitting  member,)    the 
House  decided  that,  is  not  entitled  to  his 
seat 396 

I. 

IDinois  Territory,  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  right  of 
suffrage  in 1378 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  commit* 
ted         .......  1321 

petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  in  relation 
to  the  object  of  the  bill  ....  1326 

bill  reported  without  amendment,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed    ....  1342 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment     -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1429 

concurred  in 1431 

Importation,  a  bill  to  authorize,  under  certain  cir- 

cuBistances,  read  twice,  and  committed  -    692 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  on  the  sub- 
ject oi,  of  British  goods,  referred    -        -  1242 

a  bill  to  suspend  the  several  acts  prohibit- 
ing, read  twice,  dtc        ....  1511 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  (Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
proUbiting,  during  the  war  -  -  -  1514 
Imports  and  Exports,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkioy 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  the  House  a  statement  of 
theamount  in>alue  of  -        .        «        •    570 

a  mp^ri  from  tie  Seerelary  in  obedieBce 

thereto 1018 

bnporU  and  Tonnage,  the  Coamittee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  were  Instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ef  amend- 
hig  the  «ctB  for  the  eollection  of  duties  on,  1495 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  regulating  the    , 
collection  of  duties  on,  read    ...  1513 
Impressed  Seamen,  Mr.  Little  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  -        -        -        -    370 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  President 373 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  hi  reply    794 

Mr.  Stow  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
the  allowance  of  bounty  in  certain  cases, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -    582 

Mr.  Condict  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to 780 

which  was  rejected    .        -        -        -        -    823 

on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  arrange  all  the  information  on 
the  subject  of 823 

Mr.  Jackson  submitted  a  memorial  and  re- 
monstrance against  the  resolution  of  Mr. 

Stow     - 1001 

Increase  of  the  Navy,  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Naval  Establishment  concerning 
mn •  2137 « 


-    332 


464 
564 


561 

607 
749 

766 

846 

1248 


-  1347 


-  1436 


Paga 

Indiana  Territory,  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  presented  at  last  session,  was,  on 
nsotion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  referred  to  the 
Committoe  on  Public  Lands    - 

report  of  said  committee  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        ... 

Committee  of  the  Whole  concur,  and  report 

Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resolution  to  make 
certain  inquiries  of  the  President,  con- 
cerning-       ...... 

a  petition  of  the  Legislature  o(  praying  ad- 
mission'into  the  Union,  referred 

a  protest  against  said  petition    ... 

Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  seat  of  justice  in    - 

Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  representatkm 
complaining  of  the  Governor  of 

Mr.  Jennings  offered  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject last  mentioned,  which  was  agreed  to 

report  of  the  committoe  on  the  petition  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  act  to  divide 

a  bill  supplementery  to  the  act  to  divide,  read 
twice,  ^tc      ......  1449 

read  a  third  tiihe,  and  passed     ...  i486 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1482 

petitions  praying  further  time  to  complete 
paymente  for  lands  in      -        -        •  1493,  1513 
Indian  Aflkirs,  appointment  of  a  select  committee 
on  .^..-... 

a  report  en  the  subject  of  - 
Indian  Agents,  Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relaUng  to  the  appointment  of- 

which  was  agreed  to  •        -      .  - 
Indian  Department,  Mr.  McKee  submitted  a  res- 
olution relative  to  the  importetion  of  goods 
for  the  use  of  the  • 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  compensation  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the 126S 

a  bUl  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the,  read  twice 
Indian  Lands,  Mr.  Poindexter  stibmitted  m  i 

lution  of  inquiry  concerning  ... 
Indian  Trade,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  concern- 
ing the - 

report  from  the  Secretory  of  War,  in  obedi- 
ance  to  said  resolution    - 

referred  to  a  select  committee     - 
Infantry,  a  report  on  the  discipline  of 

a  bill  for  the  more  perfect  organisation  of 
the,  read  twice 1437 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1439 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1449 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  -.--.-  1487 

a;  disagreement  to  the  amendmento  reporl- 

■  ed,  and  agreed  to  -        •        -        •       -  1491 

report  of  the  conferees  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table 15SS 

the  House  receded  from  their  disagreement,  1565 
Infirm  and  Superannuated  Officers,    Ac,   Mr. 

Davcs6n  submitted  a  resolution  respecting    856 

a  bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice   ...    695 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  1033 

read  a  third  time        .....  ]086 

qilestioli  oa.its  passage  lost        ...  1038 
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1491 


-    618 


-    610 


1346« 


560 

795 

939 

1319 
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In£>niMitioii,  Mr.  McKee  pratented  m  resohition 
tai^ang,  of  the  Pretident,  on  stmdry  sub- 
jectg 567 

Internal  1>utks,  a  bill  maUng  further  provision 

for  the  collection  of,-  read  twice       -  '      -  1556 

Ihtamal  Improvement,  a  report  on  the  pelltiotts 

of  seTeral  companies  proposing       -        -  1078 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  1060 

Iron,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condici,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manu^ctares  were  in- 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
anconraging  the  mann&cture  of  •  -  84i 
a  peCitioB,  praying  that  the  importation  of, 
may  be  prohibited,  referred     ...    669 

J. 

Jail  at  Alexandria,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the 
petition  in  relation  to  the,  presented  at 
last  session,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia  -  -  352 
Janney^  Thomas,  and  others,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  peti- 
tion of -        -  1438 

Jefferson  College,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  locate  the  sections  granted  to  -  -  733 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted          794 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1033 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        ...  1034 
Jaf&rsonV  Manual,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  a 

*  resolution  was  adopted,  respecting  -        -  1112 
Jeffersonville,  Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  District  of         •        -     356 
JensingSf  Jonathan,  Delegate  from  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat     -    331 
■  remarks  of^  on  his  resolution  relating  to  sun- 
dry petitions  from  said  Territory    -        -  1248 
statement  made  by,  in  the  case  of  Rounsa* 

yell 1264 

Jolinson,  Mr.,  speedi  o^  on  the  report  of  the  Com* 

mittee  of  Foreign  Relations    ...    466 
remarks  o^  on  the  motbn  to  recede  from 

amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  -  703 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  -  -  731 
speech  of;  on  the  Naval  Establishment  -  875 
on  the  war.taxes  -  -  -  -1140,1556 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  his  motion  re- 
lating to  West  Florida  -  -  •  -  1159 
on  British  intrigues  *  -  •  -  -1101 
on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana  -  -  1318, 1224 
in  the  case  of  Kounsavell  ....  1257 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recess  1314,  1337 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  authorizing  As« 

sistant  Secretaries  of  War      ...  1364 
on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      ...  1390 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders,  Mr.  Williams  submitted 

an  amendment  to  the     -        •        -       «-  1483 

disagreed  to 1486 

Judges  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate respecting  the  .        .        .        k        -  1434 
twice  read,  and  committed  ...  1435 

Judicial  System,  on  motion  o(  Mr.  Gold  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the   •        -        -  1086 


K.  Page. 

Kaskaskia,  a  )»\X  for  revision  of  confirmation, 
dice,  of  claims  to  lands  in,  the  district  of, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ...    549 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....     586 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa6sed     ...     595 
on  motion  of  "Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the 

district  of 557 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   636 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1034 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1034 
Kent,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  mo- 
tion for  employing  the  army  ...    734 
Kentucky,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  to 

support  the  Government,  referred   -        •  1030 
Key,  Philip  Barton,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 

and  took  hie  seat 334 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to 

employ  the  army  •  .  -  -  .  .  736 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  "  760 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  -  -  -1193 
in  the  case  of  Rounsaveli  ....  1867 
o;i  the  District  banka  ....  1423 
King,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  Mr.  Idea's  resolution 

respecting  additional  duties    -        .     359, 361 
Kingston,  Stephen,  a  fov<»>able  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of        368 

in  which  tlie  House  refused  to  concur        -  1036 
Knight,  Lieutenant  Simeon,  a  hdl  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  committed     ...  1048 
Kaai^ville,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  letter  of  in- 
struction, respecting  a  road  from,  to  Au- 
gusta, which  was  referred  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War      ...:.-  1018 

L. 

Lacock,  Abner,  of  Pennsylvania,  waa  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 331 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  783,  796 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 

natui'alization  laws          -        -                -  1561 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers     1219 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  district 

court  bill 1228 

on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  1421 
Lambert,  William,   report  of  the   Secretary  of 

State,  en  the  petition  of       -        .        .  1677 
Landais,  Peter,  Mr.  Paulding  presented  a  peti- 
tion of 566 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  1048 
an  adverse  report  thereon,  concurred  in      -  1216 
Law,  Mr.,  speech  of^  on  the  IhII  relating  to  the 

Naval  Establishment      ....    895 

Letters  of  Maique,  a  biU  conoeiaing,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  151 1 

reported  with  amendmant,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  -        •        •        -        -1516 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1616 
returned  from    the  Senate,  with    amend- 
ments   .......  1586 

which  were  concurred  in    •        -        -        •  1544 
^evy  Court,  a  bill  concerning  the,  of  Washing- 
.    ton  county,  D.  C,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    607 
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Levy  Court — oontiDoed.  Page, 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1083 
a  petition  of  the,  referred  to  the  Commlltee 

on  the  Diitrict  of  Columhia    ...    W7 
a  bin  conferring  certain  powers  on  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed  -  -  -  -  1361. 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1351 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1332 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1436 
read  a  third  time,  and  paMed  ...  1436 
another  bill  concerning,  returned  t?ith  amend- 
ments, read,  and  committed  ...  1514 
report  of  disagreement  concurred  in  -  -  1 533 
Lewis,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  marriage  licenses  -  1041 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Corps 

of  Engineers 1819 

Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sejbert,  a  joint  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  the  -        -        -    968 
a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  agree, 

and  have  appointed  a  committee     -        -    4031 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  ap- 
propriations for  the,  read  twice,  aad  ooi»- 

.mitted 197 

reported  withont  amepdment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    398 
Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  joint  re^oluiion  of- 
fering the  use  of  the  books  in  the,  to  the 
United  States  Judges,  read  twice,  and  oi>- 
dered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1106 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        ^        -  1 107 
a  letter  from  the  Chief  Justice,  in  behalf  of 
the  Supreme  Cour^  acknowledging  the 

fevor 1116 

Lioe&ses  to  Retailers,  a  bill  to  lay  duties  on,  read 

twice -        -  IM6 

Light-Houses,  a  hill  to  authorise  the  purchase  of 
Lewis's  patent  for  lighting,  read  twice, 

&c.        -  * 618 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1058 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1073 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1108 
concurred  in    -        -        -        -        -        -1113 

Limitation,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolution 

concerning  the  statutes  of      -        -        -    333 
which  was  concurred  in,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims      ....    334 

report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -    567 

a  resolution  adopted  to  inquire  into  the  mer- 

iu  of  claims,  d»:. 1233 

Little,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  recede 
from  disagreement  to  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate         703 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  calling  ab- 
sentees   1434 

LiUle  Belt,  British  account  of  the  affair  with  the  1876 
American  statement  of  the  same  -  -  1883 
address  of  Commodore  Rodgeis  to  ^  court 

of  inquiry  in  the  case  of-        *        "        ~  ^^^ 
letter  of  the  Commodore  to  the  Secretiury  of 
the  Navy 1936 

LoftDf  a  bill  authorizing  a,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    1066 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.     -  1087 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1093 
returned  from  the  Senate,  amended,  and  con- 
curred in       1198 


Loan — continued.  Pafi. 

a  letter  from  the  Secraftary  of  Hie  Twiasiuj» 
with  a  report  of  proceedings  under  the  act 
authorising  a  •        -        -  -  143S 

-  on  motion  ^  Mr.  Jbcfaar,  tbo  Secfetary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  the 
practicability  of  obtaining  a    •        -        -  IMS 
a  bill  authorizing  a,  of  eleven  milUons,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....  166S 
reported  without  amendment,  road  a  third 

time,  and  passed    .        •        .        •        .  1576 
the  Treasury  repoit  on  the  subject     -        -  9093 
Lmsiana,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  petilioii  of  the 
,  people  of  the  Territory  of,  ikying  the  8e&> 
ond  grade  of  government        ...    657 
Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  similar  petition      -    566  ' 
a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  read  twice, 

and  committed 131A 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  .-.-.-  1336 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  -  1337 
returned  from  the  Sensie,  with  amendments  134A 
concurred  in  -  -  -  -  -  *  -  1354 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  1378 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1379 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1398 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  last  1439 
read  three  times,  and  passied  ...  1431 
bill  respecting  the  survey  of  certain  lands  in, 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  1431 
a  bill  giving  validity  to  the  sale  of  certain 

Jands  iUf  read  twice        •        «        •        •  151S 
read  a  thiid  time,  and  passed     •        -        •  1616 
Loukiana  Lead  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  dtc  -        -  1346 
reported  without  amendment     ^        -        -.  1363 
third  reading  rejected        ....  1318 
Louisiana  Stock,  a  letter  from  tht  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  concerning  the  ...  14M 
bill  to  transfer  the  6  per  cent,  and,  read  twice  1437 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1563 
liOuisville,  Mr.  Ormsby  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting an  armory  at    -        -        -        -  1083 
a  report  from  the  committee       -    '    -        -  1343 
read,  and  agreed  to    -        .<       .        .        -  1348 
Lpwndes,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bin  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force    -        -    648 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  oonoeming  the  Naval 

Establishment        .....    884 
on  the  bill  to  permit  the  importation  of  Bri^ 

ish  goods 1381, 13i# 

on  sundry  petitions  to  suspend  the  non-im- 
portation act 1336 

on  the  bill  l-especting  munitions  of  war      •  1569 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memo- 
rial of,  praying  to  be  repaid  a  fine,  under 
prosecution  for  hbel        ....    346 
referred  to  a  select  committee    .        •       •    348 
Lyon,  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  -  1848 
referred  to  a  committee      ....  1435 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1674 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1576 
M. 
Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  to  reler 

the  Message    .--...  940 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  respect- 
ing additional  duties       ....    360 
speedi  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations 493 
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MttCQQ»  Mr.,  speech  of— continued.  Page, 

on  the  SeDftte  bill  to  raise  an  additional  niil- 

itary  force      - 660 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  Qnar- 
termaster**  department  ....    80S 

on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia      ...  1081 
on  the  Mississippi  bill        -        -        -^       -  1207 
in  the  eas«  of  RonnsaveH  •        -        -  1239, 1266 
on  the  joint  resolption  for  a  recess      -        -  1340 
Magruder,  Fatridc,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the 

House  -        -        -        -        -        -        -    881 

Magruder,  Allen  B.,  one  of  the  Delegates  flrom 

Orleans, admitted  within  the  House        -1168 
Mainei,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  District  Courts  of       -        - 
a  bill  to  that  eiect  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        - 

Manufactures,  Mr.  Newton  made  a  statement  of 

returns  «f  American,  as  directed  by  the 

census  law  to  be  made  to  the  Treasi^ 

Department,  &e.    ..... 

a  petition  praying  protection  of  -        -  2055, 2072 
Manvfoctures  of  Copper,  the  Committee  of  Com-  ' 
merce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  report  a  hill  explanatory  of  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on         ..... 

Maritime  Frontier,  a  bUl  making  further  appro- 
priation for  defence  of  our,  read  twice,  dbc 
read  a  third  time       ..... 

passed       ....... 

a  bill  farther  to  provide  for  Mntee  of  out, 
read  twice      ..----  1582 


334 

848 
849 


370 


402 

658 
1029 
1080 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1573 

read  a  thkrd  time,  and  passed      ...  1574 
a  bfU  fhun  the  Senate  for  defence  of  -        -  1347 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1858 
Marriage  Licenses,  Mr.  Baker  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  District  of  Columbia,  respecting ; 
referred  ...... 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice,  and  committed 

first  section  etridien  out,  snd  bill  lost  - 

Maryland,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  carilr  into 

efifeet  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     .... 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Mason,  John,  and  others,  petition  o^  referred    - 
lf«son's  Island,  a  petition  praying  authority  to 
cut  a  canal  around,  £c.  ... 

a  bill  to  authorize  a  canal,  dec,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .... 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
rMul  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Seaver  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of,  to  furnish  supplies 
for  public  service    .... 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
Mr.  Cutts  presented  an  address  of  the  Re- 
publican members  of  the  Legislature  of, 
approving  ^e  measures  of  Government  - 
Maxwell,  George  C,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat   .... 

remarks  of,  on  receding  from  disagreement 

with  the  Senate 708 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  to  incorporate  the        -        -        -  1322 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  committee      •  1823 
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1377 
1370 
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1208 
1347 
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1510 
834 


Mechanics*  Bank  of  Alexandria — continued.      Page, 
report  of  the  commiftee  thereon  -        -  1348 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1420 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        •  1423 
Merchant  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 
cerning the  arming  of    •        •        -        -  1347 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  13^ 
Me»age,  a  confidential,  from   the  President  of 

the  United  States 1624 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Kela^ 

tkma -        -  1630 

copy  of  said  Message         -        -        -        -  1714 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  provide  for  designating,  ice.        -        -  1246 

read  twice,  snd  committed  ....  1247 

reported  with  amendments         ...  1298 

,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1342 

recommitted 1847 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 1367 

Militaiy  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
complete  the  existing     .        *.        .        • 
twice  read,  and  committed 
reported  without  amendment     • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  read  twice,  and  committed 
Ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
a  bill  makin|^  additional  appropriations  for 

the,  dec,  read  twice,  Ac. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
•  read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Military  Force,  papers  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment relating  to  the       -        - 
Military^  Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mi. 
Clay,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire in  relation  to  the   - 
Mflitia,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  establish 
a  uniform  system  of,  read  twice,  &c. 
reported  without  amendment 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affiurs  were  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  for  arming  the       -        - 
a  bill  to  arm  and  equip  the,  read  twice,  &c.  1040 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1076 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1084 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amend menta  1298 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  the,  of  the  Southern  and  Western 

States 1227 

a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
In  relation  to  the    -        -        -        -        -  2107 
Miller,  Samuel  R.,  &  Co.,  Mr.  Qnincy  presented 
a  petition  of,  referred      .... 
Miller,  Chri^pber,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .... 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Miller,  Peter,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  con- 
curred in       -        -        -        ^ 
MUnor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  mo- 
tion to  employ  the  army 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues 
on  his  resolution  respecting  a  revbion  of  the 

penal  code     .... 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  ...  1259, 1271 
Minifia,  Charles,  a  bfll  fitrai  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of    1246 
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Minifie,  Charlei^— continued.  Page, 

lead  tmcet  and  committed         ...  isi? 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1260 
read  a  third  time,  and  pfissed      ...  1343 
Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted the  report  of  the  Director  of  the    -    698 
Mitsisaippi  Territory,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented 
a  petition,  praying  admission  of,  into  the 

Union 344,686 

referred  to  a  select  committee    •        -        •    686 
report  of  said  committee  recommitted  -        •    649 
an  amended  report    - ,       •        -        -        -    660 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of,  to  form  a  con- 
stitution, &C.,  read  twice        -        -        -    640 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -    ,    -        -  1312 
Mr.  Poindexter  presented   a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of,  approving  the  meas- 
ures of  Government        ....     689 
another,  praying  the  extinguishment  of  cer- 
tain Indian  titles    -        -        -        -        -  1031 
on  motion  of  the  same,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  confirming  grants 
by  the  Spanish  Government   ...  1077 
Mr.  P.  submitted  a  resolution  authorizing 
the  President  to  cause  a  census  to  be 
taken  of  the  people  of    -        -        -        -  1348 
amended,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1417 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1420 
a  bill  confirming  grants  bv  the  British  Gor- 
emment  of  West  Florida  to  lands  in,  read 

twice 1460 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1491 
a  bill  confirming  grants  in,  by  the  Spanish 

Government,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1461 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a- 

third  reading  .....  1479 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1484 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1632 
concurred  in  -  -  •  ■  -  -  -  1669 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  division  of^  into  two  States  -  1480 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1483 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  I486 
Missouri,  a  bill  respecting  the  lead  mines  in  the 

Territory  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1663 
Mitchill,  Mr.,  speech  oft  on  the  bill  respecting  the 

Naval  Establbhment      -        -        -     866, 920 
speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill    -        -  1606 

on  additional  duties 1619 

on  the  embargo        .....  1617 
introductory  of  a  resolution  respecting  ex- 

porU 1201 

remarks  of,  on  the  Mississippi  bill       -        -  1207 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  Corps  of  Engineers  1218 
Monroe,  James,  Secretanr  of  State,  correspond- 
ence o^  with  Mr.  Russell        ...  1764 
Moore,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  duty  on  .distilled 

spirits    -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1116 

Moseley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  revenue  report    846 
MuAitions  ofWar,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  a  select  committee     -    343 
report  of  said  committee  in  detail        -        *    623 
a  Dill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  o^  read     -  1632 
amended,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Foreign  Relations  ...        -        -  1661 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        -        -    .    -        -  1664 
rejected  on  the  third  reading      ...  1570 
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rejection  reconsidered,  and  bill  committed  -  1572 
the  Committee  of  the  "Whole  discharged  from 

its  consideration  .....  1673 
bill  amended  by  the  House,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        ...        -  1674 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1674 
Murray,  John,  report  on  the  petition  o^  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  W^hole  -  -  1041 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  1489 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed     .        -        .        -        -  1489 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1487 
concurred  in      -        -        -        -        -        •  1499 
McBryde,   Archibald,  of  North  Carolina*  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat      ...    358 
McCuHoch,  James   H.,  Mr.  McKim  presented 
a  document  in  support  of  the  petition  o^ 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  certain  collectors       •        -  1045 
(See  Collectors  of  Ctutams.) 
MeKee,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  Mat- 
thew Lyon 346 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers,  798, 799 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment        -        -        -        •     838,070 
'         remarks  o^  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Wabash  biU ISa 

on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana         -        -        -        -  1864 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell   ....  1269 

on  the  embargo  bill 1688 

MoKim,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  amending  the  Senate 

bill  respecting  an  additional  mUitaiy  force   616, 

669,  660 
on  the  aecond  resolution  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  for  raising  revenue  •  1108 
on  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  same  -  1 188 
remarks  o^  in  the  case  qi  Rounsavell  -  -  1270 
on  the  bill  to  peunit  certain  importations  1890, 

1311 
on  his  resolution  to  amend  die  Constitution  1317 
speech  of,  on  appointing  Assistant  Secreta* 

riesofWar 1378 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks        -        -  1423 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  issue 

of  Treasury  notes  ....  1490, 1498 
on  non-Importation   .        .        .        -        .  1643 

N. 
Natcfaes,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  for  a 

hospital  at, 697 

another  from  the  Mayor,  &c,  of,  to  the  same 
effect,  both  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 731 

said  committee  discharged,  reference  made 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures       -...--    719 
this  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -       -    988 

National  Militia,  sundry  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  relating  to  a        -        8107 
Naturalization  Law,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  a 
committee  was  appointed  respecting  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  -        -        •  1661 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the,  read  twice,  and 
conunitted      ......  1668 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
,  third  reading         .....  1671 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        •  1674 
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Pige. 
KftTftl  Establishment,  a  bill  conceroing  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed      -  -        -     556 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1004 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1005 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

which  were  disagreed  to        -        •        *  1196 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference       -  1215 
the  House  agree  to  the  conference,  and  ap- 
point managers      -        -        -        -        -ltl6 

the  managers  report  modifications       -        -  1392 
the  Senate  agree  to  the  modifications  of  the 
conferees        -        -        -      -  -        -        -  1234 

the  Honse  did  the  same     ...        -  1286 

NaTal  Force,  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the    848 

report  of  said  committee    ....    553 

HUyj,  a  bill  for  support  of  the,  read  twice,  and 

committed      -        -        -        *        -        -  1012 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1031 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1082 
Kavj  Hospitals,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  with  a  copy  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    ...  1487 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 

act  establishing 1449 

report  of  said  committee    ...        -  1467 
report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  on  the 
subject  of       -        -      .  -        -        -        -  2149 
Wavy  OflRcers,  &c.,  the  8|ecretary  of  the  Navy 

was  directed  to  report  the  names  of,  A.Ck    929 
report  of  that  ofilcer,  in  obedience       •        -1018 
If avy  Yards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  report 
a  statement  of  the  eitpenditures  on  the 

several 977 

report  of  that  officer  in  obedience        -        -  1487 
Kelson,  Mr.  remarks  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders    576 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  ...  609 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  ...  ^^^8 
speech  of,  on  the  same        ...     790,  799 

on  the  navy  bill 991 

on  arming  the  militia  ....  1081 
on  the  war  taxes  -  -  -  -  -1119 
on  the  Louisiana  bill  -  -  .  -  •  1224 
remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  RonnsaTell  •  -  1261 
on  the  resolution  for  relief  to  Caraccas  '  -  1850 
on  the  resolntion  to  recall  absentees   -        -  1425 

en  the  embargo  bill 1597 

New  Jersey,  sundry  resolutions  of  the  people 
of,  expressing  confidence  in  the  Admin- 
istration          696 

the  President  of  the  United  States  transmit- 
ted copies  of  resolutions  of  the  LegisU- 
tnre  of,  to  the  same  eflect       ...    907 
New  Orleans,  petitition  of  the  Mayor,  Ac,  of, 

praying  a  grant  of  a  certain  lot,  referred  •    872 
report  of  the  committee  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        •        .        .    404 
their  report  disagreed  to    -        •        -        -    582 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resoIutioB  re- 
specting the  exaction  by,  of  a  tax  on  ves- 
sels descending  the  Mississippi       -        -    588 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  apponaied        •  1046 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  of  Ken- 
tucky respecting  a  road  from,  to  said  State  1 167 
a  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  city  of,  a  certain 

lot,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  1198 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  iMdiiBg     -  1208 


New  Orleans — continued.  Page. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1210 

returned  Irom  the  Senate  with  amendments  1239 

which  were  concurred  in   -        -        -        -  1246 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  granting  to  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  and  his  sucoessors, 
a  lot  in  the  city  of 1822 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1826 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....  1829 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1342 

petition  of  the  delegates  from  the  Conven- 
tion of  Orleans  Territory,  praying  a  grant 
of  certain  lots  to  the  city  o^  referred  to  a 
committee     -        -        •        ...  1471 
Newspapers,  the  usual  order  for  the  supply  of  •    881 
Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea  s  resolu- 

,tion  for  additional  duties         ...    860 

explanations  of  certain  returns  in  the  census 
respecting  manufactures         -        - .      -    370 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  im- 
pressed seamen      ....        -    780 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  importation  of  Brit- 
ish goods       -      ^ 1281 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recess     -        -  1336 

on  the  resolution  to  recall  absentees  -        •  1426 
New  York,  Mr.  MitchiU  presented  a  petition  o( 

sundry  merchants  of     -        -        -      334, 476 
New  York  Canalsi  petition  and  papers  relating 

to 2166 

Non-importation,  sundry  petitions  from  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  respecting    -        -    856 

■ondfy  petitions  praying  a  saspenatoe  of  the 
act  of 1825 

papers  relating  to  modifieatioiis  of  the  act  -  2106 
Non-intercourse,  Mr.  Richardson  submitted  a 

resolution  to  repeal  the  act  concerning    -  1544 

the  resolution  rejected       ....  1646 
North  Bead,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 

qhire  concerning  a  road  to  the        -        -    848 
«a  bill  etnceming  said  road  read  twice         -    849 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        •    427 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Maeon  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of,  approving  the 
measures  of  Government        ...    607 

on  motion  of  Mr.  BIsckledge,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  time  for  holding 
the  district  courts  in       -        -        -        -    664 

a  hill  to  that  eifiM!t  VMtd  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 719 

Mr.  Macon  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
giabtoro  of,  ratiQring  the  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  in  relation  to  titles        •    928 


O. 


CBa 


MB,  Thonas,  a  bill  fiwn  the  Senate  for 
relief  of         ...... 

vaad  twiee,  and  reforred  to  the  Comiftittee 
on  Pnblio  Lands    .....    408 

vepoited  without  ameodiie&t,  and  ordered 
to  a  thiry]  reading  -        -        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Ogden  and  Harrison,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  the 

oetition  of,  reiferred 
Ohio,  Mr.  Morrow  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  loan  of  arms  to  the  State  of    868 

on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ef 
confirming  the  aortbem  bomftdary  of      -    686 


402 


427 
1688 

-  476 
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a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  appr6ving 

the  measikres  of  Government  -        -        -    697 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  allowing  fur- 
ther time  to  purchasers  of  land  northwest 
of  the  river,  read  twice  -        -        -        .  1480 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1567 
Old  City  HalK  (New  YorlO  a  bill  authorizing 
the  Secrietary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
or  lease  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1363 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1398 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  iai9 
Ordnance,  &c.,  a  bill  authorhdng  the  purchase 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  625 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  694 
read  a  third  time,  and  pissed  ...  697 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....  1839 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      *  1367 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1376 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  conctirred  in  -        -        -        .        •  1419 

Ordnance  Department,  a  bill  (o  establish  an, 

twice  read,  and  committed  ...  1333 
reported,  and  recommitted  ...  1333 

Oriskanv  Manufacturing  Company,  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  ...  1077 
Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  further 
time  for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the 
weatem  district  of,  read  twice,  and  oam- 

mitted -  1362 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1398 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     •        -        -  1317 
Orr,  Thomas,  the  Committee  of  PuMie  Lands 
were  instmqted  to  report  to  confirm,  in  his 
title  to  certain  lands       •        ^       .        .  1048 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted       -.----        -  1068 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     «•  1158 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  1196 
nCnmed  from  the  Senale  with  anendmettta  1349 
wbadi  were  oonenrred  in  •       •        -        •  1363 


Patentees,  Mr*  fi^ybert  submitted  a  rtaolutien 

caUittgfortbenahieaof-        *        •        .    749 
which  was  agreed  to  ....    749 

reportofthe  Sectetacy  ef  Stale  in  ebediMiee    875 
Patent  Office,  Mr.  Seybert  made  a  reperi  napeet- 

ingthe-       -        •       •       -       -        -  1490 
Patent  R^rhta,  petkiena  fer  the  extenaien  of       3163, 

3175 
Paulding,  William,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and , took  his  s^at 373 

Peace*  sundry  meaH>riais,  reeommending  mete* 

ures  of ^  .        -  1416 

Pearl  Rtfef^  a  bill  for  leliaf  of  the  Commiasiottein 

west  of,  read  twice,  and  eommitted     '    -    691 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1040 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1043 
Pearson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  the  ease  of  Rom- 

aavell 1367 

en  his  resolution  to  require  a  statement  of 
enlistmenta   ......  1486 

Peck,  William^  a  bill  to  discharge  from  imprieen- 

ment,  read  twice    .        .        .        -        »  1479 
ordered  to  a  third  peading  ...  1484 

Mad  a  ihiid  time,  and  paaaed     •       •       •  1486 


Pa^e. 

Penal  Code,  Mr.  Milnor  submitted  a  reaolution 

for  a  revision  of  the       -        -        -        -  1336 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -  1238 
Pennsylvania,  a  message  communicating  sundry 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of    -        -     686 
Mr.  Milnor  presented  a  petition  of  the  Rev- 
elutionary  line  of  -        -        -        -        -  1004 

Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1346 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1479 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1484 
Pension  List,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  was  directed  to  report  the 
namesof  persons  on  the         ...  1043 
Pensions,  a  resolution  by  Mr.  Rhea  on  the  aub- 
ject  of,  referred   to  the   Committee   of 
Claims     ,------    «IS 

a  bill  tQ  revive  the  act  respectitig  the  mode 
of  obtaining,  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  .....  1341 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of 
sundry  merchants  of,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures        334 

Pickens,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  an 

additional  military  force  ...    643 

remarks  e4  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers    -    791 
Pik/e,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Z.  M.,  a  petition  of, 

presented       ......  1676 

Pinkney,  Ninian,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twiee, 

and  committed       -        -        -        -        -    833 

reported,  and  third  reading  refused     •       -  1168 
-  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of      -        •  1417 
read  twice,  and  committed         -  .       -        -  1419 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1439 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1435 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1436 

Pinkney,  William,  correspondence  of        -  1730, 1733 

Pitkin,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  rules  and  ordera  •    677 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     ...    746 

ep  the  papers  relating  to  British  intrigues  -  1181 

intiodttcing  a  statement  relating  to  French 

apoUations     ......  1334 

remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1369 

on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  1431 
on  the  bill  concerning  munitions  of  war     -1669 
Pleasants,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  importation  bill  1396 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  a  bill  allowing  addi- 
tional compenaation  to  the  Colleetora  ol^ 
twice  read,  and  committed     ...  13tl 
.  Q^e  {Coileeton  of  Cwtoms.) 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  petition  from  inhabi- 
tants o£,  praying  for  peace  measurea        -  1437 
Poindexter,  George,  a  delegate  from  Mississippi 

Territory,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat    331 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  act- 

tiements  on  Indian  lands        ...    350 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     -      737,  738,  760 
q>eech  of,  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of 

Mississippi  to  form  a  constittttioo,dte.  130 1>  1306 
remarks  o^  on  the  Louisiana  bill  1216, 1318, 1334 
on  a  resolution  relating  to  the  militia  -  1336 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Rhea  '        .        .        .        .  1317 

a  declaration  by,  of  hia  co-operation  in  the 

war 1637 

Porter,  Mr.,  apeech  o^  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    -        •        -    414 
remarks  of,  on  rsceding  from  disagraeSMfeit 
with  tba  Senate 701 
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on  th«  bin  to  rmiie  Tolonteers      -    72S,  730,  738, 

793,  799 
speech  of,  on  his  resolutioil  to  raise  a  pro- 

i^imonalarmjr 1058 

nmarks  of,  on  the  resolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wajs  and  Means  for  raising 

revenue 1189 

en  the  enharsfo  Mil  -        •        -        .        .  1094 
-TmtM  and  Harbors,  a  bill  relating  to  defence  of, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...  1379 
Ports  of  Bntiy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  reso- 
lution was  agreed  to,  concerning  certain    1083 
Pottmaster  deneral,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 
the  Committee  of  Wajfs  and  Means  were 
instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
ofallowing  additional  compensation  to  the    437 
a  Mil  to  that  eflect  rend  twice,  and  refierred 
to  the  Committee  on  Salaries  -        •    637 

'  Tosit  Office  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on   ....    333 
Pbtt  Itoada,  a  hill  to  aher  and  establish  certain, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  794 
read  twice,  and  committed  .  .  -  1146 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1315 

recommitted 1216 

-  rtported  with  amendments,  and  referrlBd  to 

the  Commktee  of  the  Whole  -        -  1233 

another  bill  reported,  read,  and  recommitted  1219 
faported  vrith  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  -        .        -        -        .  1322 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •   '     •        -  131(2 
o-Fatomac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  Ihr  improving 

the  navigation  of  the  river  -  «  •  IS46 
r^ad  twice,  and  committed  -  -  -  1247 
petitions  prajring  that  said  MU  maj  not  pMs, 

referred 1324 

report  on  the  same    .....  1415 
P«Mer,  Elisha  R^  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qomliitod, 

and  took  his  seat 368 

remarks  of*  on  the  apportionment  bill         -    363 
q>eech  of,  on  additional  dnties    -        -*       -  1627 
Pro-emption,  a  bill  to  allow  iiirtber  timo  to  com* 
plete  pajmehts.  on  kikls  held  in  right  of, 
m  the  Mississippi  Territoi^,  read  twies, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        •    397 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    8ft7 
Prtntiss,  Charles,  examinatioa  of,  belbre  a  eon- 

mittee  r I6I8 

Piesident  pro  Um»  of  the  Senate,  oA  notion  of 
Mr.  Smilie,  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  compensation  to  1514 
Mil  to  that  e&ct,  read  twice,  and  committed   I6S3 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  .        .        .        .        «  1562 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1662 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended,  and  cob* 
curred  in       -----        -  1682 

Previous  Question,  Mr.  Bassett  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  the      -        -        -        -  1083 

which  was  agreed  to  ....  1086 

Prince,  Williams,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition 

of,  referred     .----.    618 

Prisoners  of  War,  the  Committee  on  Military 

Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  provi<iing  for    -        -        -  1574 

a  bill  providing  for,  read  twice   ...  1576 

ordered  to  a  third  reading   ,       .        .        .  1577 

read  a  third  time»  and  ptssod    ...  1682 


1263 

1329 
1431 
1434 

1567 
1567 
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Page. 
Proclamation,  the  President's,  of  war        -        -  2223 
setting  apart  a  day  of  humiliation.  Sec       -  2324 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  Alexandria,  Mr. 
Nelson  presented  a  petition  of  the,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  D^triet  of 

Columbia 369 

Provisional  MiliUry  Force,  Mr.  Porter  submitted 

a  resolution  to  raise  a    -        -        -        -  1058 

which  was  negatived         ....  1069 

PabHc  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  sums  due  on  account  of  work  done 
on  tb«  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1*^ 

the  Preaident  of  the  United  Sutes  trans- 
mitted a  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 

the 

a  bill  making  provision   to  discharge  aQ 
.  claims  on,  &o.,  read  twice,  dtc       -        • 
reported  with  amendment       .    -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended,  and  com- 
mitted -        -        -        - 
amendments  partialljr  disagreed  to      - 
Public  Defence,  on  motion  of  Mr.   Smilie,  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee 
Public  Deposites,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to 
lay  before  the  House,  a  statement  of  the 
banks,  dtc.,  in  which  there  are        •        • 
report  of  that  officer  in  obedience 
the  said  report  in  full         .... 
PuUic  Grounds,  a  bill  fron>  the  Senate  author- 
ising  the  President  to  lease  any  portion 
of  the,  in  the  City  of  Washington  - 
read  twice,  amonded,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
the  SmuaU  disagreed         .... 

and  the  House  receded      .... 

Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, on      -----        - 

a  bill  giving  fbrthar  time  to  purdiasers  o^ 
west  of  Ohio  griver,  read  twice,  and  com- 

mitled 

i«por«od,  and  orderod  to  a  third  readmg      - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned     .        •        •« 
voCnrned  from  the  Ssoaie  amended     - 
conemrred  in      •        •        -        -        -        - 
Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 

pem>ns  concerning  the,  referred      - 
a  petition  to  lease  certain  .        -        .        • 
a  bill  to  ascertain  titles  and  dains  to  certain, 

read  twice 

ot^nd  to  a  third  reading  -        ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Publia  Printing,  a  committeo  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the 
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Qnarlermaster's  Department,  a  blH  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  establish  a    -        -        -        -        -  595 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

the  Military  Establishment     -        -        -  636 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  749 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  796 

read  a  third  time ;  passed  with  anendments  803 
a  message  from  the  Senate,  that  they  had 

postponed  the  bill  inde6nitely       •       -  1034 
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Quartennaster'i  Department— continued.  Pag«. 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ettabliih  a, 

read  twice^  and  referred  ...  1088 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  1196 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  attended  -  'IS  14 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1215 
the  Senate  disagreed,  and  asked  a  conference  1236 
the  managera  report  modifications,  which 

were  agreed  to 1239 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  establish  a,  read 

twice     ........  1346 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  *  -  -  '  -  1378 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1416 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended    -        -  1434 

conedrred  in 143f 

Qnincy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  re* 

fer  the  President's  Message  -  -  -  337 
on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  duties  36A 
speech  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders  •  -  572 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 

employ  the  Army  .  .  -  •  -  723 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  establish  a  Quartermas- 
ter's Department -    802 

speedi  o(,  on  the  Navy  bill  *  -  -949 
remarks  of,  concerning  British  intrigues  -  1183 
statement  of,  in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  •  1265 
remarks  of,  respecting  Consuls  and  Vice 

Consuls 1480 

speech  of,  on  the  embargo  bill  -  -» 1596, 1601 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  on  the  subject 

ofa 881 

appointment  of  a  jmnt  committee  to  inform 

the  President  ofa  -  f  -  *  -  331 
Quotas  of  Militia,  report  of  the  War  Department 

on  the 2109 

R. 
Randolpl^  John,  remarks  o4  on  the  resolution  to 

refer  the  Message  -  -  335,  386,  338,  339 
speech  of,  on  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon  346 
on  his  resolution  relating  to  expenditure  of 

public  moneys  .  .  .  .  ,  353 
remarks  o(,  on  the  bill  for  the  goremment  of 

the  Territory  of  Louisiana  *  •  .  357 
on  his  resolution  respecting  oofporeal  punkk- 

ment 368 

on  the  resolution  to  raise  more  regulars  -  422 
speech  ol,  on  the  report  of  the  CMimittee  of 

Foreign  Relations  ....  441,  525 
on  his  motion  to  postjpone  indefinitely  the 

Senate  bill  for  additional  military  foroe  •  707 
OB  his  resolution  to  employ  the  Army  in  mak* 

ing  roads,  4c€.  •  -  719,721,725,726 
on  the  bill  to  raise  Tolttnteers  -  *  .  773 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  toarm  the  Militia  1046, 1081 
speech  o^  on  the  Loan  bill  -  -  .  1089 
on  the  papers  relating  to  Britidi  intrigvee  1185, 

1193 
remarks  of,  on  the  reselatioB  for  relieiviBg 

Caraccas  -.<.••.  1348 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  appoint  Assist- 
ant Secretaries  of  War  ....  1368 
on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  •  1884, 1389 
on  the  rumored  declaration  of  war  •  •  1457 
on  his  appeal  irom  a  decision  of  tike  Chair  •  1467 
remarks  of,  on  the  Embargo  bill  •  -  1589 
a  note  fifinn,  oepied  firem  theNatWaal  Intelli- 
gencer   1478  (note) 

speech  o£  on  the  biU  to  lay  an  embeigo  for  a 
hmited  time  •...•.  I6IO 


Fegv. 

Rang^era,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorising  cer- 
tain companies  of  -        -        -        -        .     582 
read  twice,  and  referred      ....     583 
reported  without  amendments,  and  commit- 
ted         685 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1031 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1032 
a  bill  making  appropriatioQs  for  expenses  in- 
cident to  the,  read  twice,  dec  ...    881 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Committee 
on  the  Military  Establishment,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  additional  companiee  of        •  1484 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice    ...  1487 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -  .      •  1480 

read  a  third  time,  and  paned      -        -        -  1481 
returned  firom  the  Senate  widi  amendmeals» 

and  disagreed  to     -        -        .        •        .  1559 
the  Senate  adhere      .        •       ^        .        .  1580 

the  House  receded 1566 

Rapelye,  George  R.,  adverse  report  on  petition  of  1048 
Receipts  and  Expenditures,  a  letter  froai  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  concerning  -        •  1564 
Reoeei  of  Congress,  Mr.  Bibb  submitted  a  resofaf 

tion  on  the  subject  of     -        -        -        .  1280 
adopted,  and  a  committee  appointed  -        -  1315 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Sraate  for  -        •  1333 
read  twice         •»....  1884 

another  firom  the  Senate^  fixing  a  differeat 
day  for  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1847 

read  twice         ......  1862 

a  third  reading  refused       ....  1.88S 

Refiigees,  the  several  reports  from  the  War  and 
Treasury  Departmente  on  the  eUims  vt, 
were  tefoned  to  the  Committee  on  PnbKe 

Lands 844 

.     the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Semtary  of  War,  and  Comptroller  -        <-  1116 
bill  in'relation  to,read  twice,  and  committod  1198 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  n 
third  reading  -*....  1226 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1282 
returned  fiom  the  Senate  with  amendments  1319 
concurred  in      -----        .  1321 

a  bill  fitun  the  Seaate  further  to  provide  for, 
read  twice     ......  1488 

VMorted  without  aaMndmeat,  and  committed  1883 
Beflinding  of  Duties,  a  biH  to  authorize  the,  in 

certain  cakes,  read  twice,  and  committed  -    486 
Representatives  Chamber,  a  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ef  render- 
ing the,  more  comlcwtabie       ...  1046 
Seeerved  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  firom  the  Sea- 
ate  in  relation  to    -        •        -        -        -  1488 
read  twice,  and  committed  ....  1438 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1490 
postponed  indefinitely        ....  1582 

Retrenchment  of  Naval  Expenditures,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Cheves,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed on  the  subject  o(  to  sit  during  receaa  -  1578 
Returned  Bill,  a  Message,  with  objections  to  the 

District  Court  biU 1251 

objections  of  the  Presideiit  sustained  -        -  1277 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to, 
reforred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  said 

Means 885 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  con- 
cerning   847 
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the  reiolutions  of  »aid  commi 


SO 


and  agreed  to  .  .  .  «  .  0^6 
Bi^erted  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  a  res- 
olution was  adopted  in  relation  to  -  •  633 
bill  to  prevent  the  sale  of,  at  reduced  prioes, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  548 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  .  .  •  •  •  584 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  686 
Reviaal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment 

of  the  standing  Committee  on  •  -  883 
BoTolutionary  War,  a  bill  providing  for  persons  * 

disabled  by  known  wounds  receiTed  in  the» 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  455 
a  bill  reported  to  conluine  in  force  the  aotf 

dee.,  read  twice,  and  committed      •        •  1087 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        •  1S46 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1328 

eoncmred  in     -        -        -  .     •        -        -  1330 

Rhea,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  relating 

to  settlements  on  Indian  lands  -  •  850 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  lay  additional 

duties 861 

on  a  motion  to  take  up  said  resolution  -  370 
speech  of,  on  the  bill,  lor  the  government  of 

Louisiana  Territory  ....  398 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  appor- 
tionment bill  -  -  -  •  -  -  408 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  raisean  additional  mil* 

itary  force 636 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  •  -  741,  762 
on  the  Navy  bUl  -  -  -  *  910, 920 
on  srming  the  militia  •  .  •  •  1073 
remsrks  of,  on  British  intrigues  -  •  -  1 184 
on  the  Mississippi  bill  ....  1206 
on  the  importation  of  British  goods  -  -  1241 
on  the  bill  permitting  importation,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  ...  1281, 1300 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  -  -  1314 
on  his  motion  to  require  the  committee,  in 

the  case  of  Judge  Toulrain,  to  report       -1357 

on  the  resolution  respecting  Caraccas         -  1350 

on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      -        -        *  1382 

on  the  notice  to  recall  absentees         •        •  1427 

Richardson,  William  M.,  of  Massachusetts,  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat  ...  907 
Riddick,  Thomas  F.,  a  bill  for  the  reFief  of,  read 

twice,  end  committed  ....  1260 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  *  •  1379 
Ridgely,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment 

biU 363 

remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  •  1269 

Roberts,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  recede 

from  disagreement  with  the  Senate  -  706 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  792, 793 
speech  of^  on  the  b'dl  relating  to  the  Naval 

Establishment 899 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arn  the  militia  -  1046 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1268, 1266,  1269 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  -  1337, 1340 
on  the  motion  to  recall  absentees  -  -  1427 
on  his  motion  to*  postpone  war  taxes  -  1456, 1457 
Rollins,  Ebenexer,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1243 
Rounsavell,  Nathaniel,  proceedings  in  the  case  of  1257 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant- 

at-Arms 1262 

12th  CoK.  1st  SfiSg. — C 


Rounsavell,  Nathaniel--conttnued.  Page, 
a  letter  from,  in  explanation       ...  1268 
Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  resolution  to  dis- 
cbarge   1271 

adopted,  and  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  ordered 
to  discharge  ......  1274 

Rules  and  Regulations,  Mr.  Blackledge  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  troops    .        -        1        .    496 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  call 

on  the  President 549 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to  1072 
Ruseell,  Mr.,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Pink- 

ney 1738, 1740 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Marquis  of  Wel- 

lesley 1760 

with  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  -  -  •  -  1762 
with  the  SecreUry  of  State  -  -  1763, 1988 
with  Lord  Castlereagh  ....  1765 
with  J.  8.  Smith  .  1  .  .  .  1812 
Rutherford,  John,  Mr.  King  presented  a  petition 

of;  referred 1034 

bill  to  allow,  to  bring  into  the  United  Sutes 

certain  slaves,  read  twice        ...  1050 
third  reading  rejected         ....  1435 

8. 
Sabbath,  a  petition  relating  to  the  profonation  of 

the,  referred  to  a  committee    ...  1491 
report  of  said  committee     ....  1492 
motion  of  Mr.  Archer  to  meet  on  the,  rejected  1522 
Salaries,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolution  rela- 
tive to  continuance  of    -  ^      •        -        -    372 
a  bill  to  continue  for  a  limited  time,  read 

twice 404 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -1319 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1821 
Sales  at  Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  read 

twice     -        - 1556 

Salt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quincy,  several  petitions 
of  manufacturers  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      -        -  '     -        -  1072 
a  bill  Isying  a  duty  on,  read  twice      -        -  1565 
Sammons,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  author- 
ize additional  Brigadiers          ...  1615 
Saunders,  Reuben,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of 1328 

twice  read,  and  committed         ...  1330 
Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    ....    332 
Schiefflin,  Jacob  and  Son,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented 

a  petition  of;  referred      ....    476 
Secrecy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  viola- 
tion o^  in  the  proceedings      ...  1600 
report  of  said  committee    ....  1617 
Secret  Proceedings,  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  violations  of 
order  respecting  the       -        -        -        -  1255 
debate  on  the  case  of  Rounsavell        -        -  1263 

journal  of  the 1687 

Sevier,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 382 

Seybeit,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  ordnance  bill  -  692 
on  the  biU  respecting  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment -  -  -  -  •  *  -  -  B28 
remarks  of,  introducing  a  resohition  respect- 
ing arts  and  manufactures  ...  1088 
on  the  duties  imposed  on  distiHers  -  -  1115 
on  his  motion  to  refer  a  petition  •        ••  1241 
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Seybert,  Mr.,  remarks  of — continued.  Page, 

on  the  case  of  Rounsavell  1257,  1266,  1268,  1272 
on  the  importation  bill  ....  1301 
speech  of,  on  the  renewal  of  a  patent  right  1446 
on  the  embargo  bill  ....  1637,  1592 
Bhattuck,  Jared,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 
and   referred   to  the  Committee   of  the 

Whole  -        - 427 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  -        - 1489 

Shelby,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  -        -        -    619 

remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Rounsavell        -  1358, 

1259,  1267,  1274 
Skeriffii,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
pediency  of  authorising  the  election  of, 
in  Indiana  Territory       ....    873 
a  bill  to  that  efiect  read  twice,  and  ^aiiiut< 

ted 4ia 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1379 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1379 
Shipman,  Dennison.  and  Compaiiy,  Mr.  T^ll- 

madge  presented  the  petition  of      -        -    369 
Shot  Manufacturers,  the  petition  of,  praying  pro- 
tection --.....    352 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  CommissioneTs  of 

the 3075 

Smilie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  refer 

the  Message   -        -    *  -        .        .    386,  389 
on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  Louisiana 

Territory 357 

on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  du- 
ties         389 

on  the  rules  and  orders      -        -        -        -     571 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional mil  itaiy  force      -        -        •        -     611 
on  receding  from  amendment  of  the  same, 

disagreed  to  by  the  Senate       -        -    702,  706 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  733,  766,  773,  792, 

798 
on  the  Navy  bill         ....     910,931 

on  marriage  licenses 1041 

on  the  loan  bill 1089 

on  introducing  a  motion  to  adjourn  for  Good 

Friday 1840 

statements  of,  in  regard  to  Rounsavell        -  1374 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting 

Caraccas 1349 

on  the  war  taxes 1558 

on  the  embargo  bill 1593 

Smith,  Joseph,  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secw- 

tary  of  Sute 1438 

Smith,  John  Spear,  correspondence  of  with  the 

Secretary  of  State  •        •        - 1741,  1749 

with  Lord  Wellesley  ....  1814 

Snethen,  Rev.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain        •     345 
Spain,  Mr.  Poindexter  aubmitted  a  resolution  in 

relation  to  a  negotiation  with         -        -     581 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  call 

on  the  President 595 

Spanish  American  Colonies,  so  much  of  the 
Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -        -        -        •        .    385 
report  of  said  eommittee  read    -        -        -    427 
Speaker  of  the  House,  remarks  of  the,  in  defence  ' 

of  a  decision 1468 

%  note  from  the,  to  the  National  Intelligen- 
ce         1469 


Spoliations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  a  reaohi- 

tion  was  adopted  inquiring  into      •>        -  1006 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the         -    9tS 
Standing  Rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  prepare     -        •    348 
report  of  said  committee  referred  to   the 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -     396 
reported  with  amendments         ...    589 
whieh  were  concurred  in    ^^        -        -        -    581 
Stanford,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  -  -  511 
remarks  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders  -  -  571 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  «n  additional  military 

force -    665 

en  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  employ  the 

Army --738 

on  the  bill  to  continue  satariea  •        .        .  1045 

on  the  salt  tar 1113 

Steamboats,  a  bHl  from  the  Senate  for  enrolling^ 

mndlteensing 1034 

committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1040 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1158 

read  a  third  time,  and  paMed     ...  ii96 
Stone,  Silas,  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Useful  Arts    -        .        .        .  1045 
Stout,  John  N.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed 1157 

reported,  and  Ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1337 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  |839 
Stow,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate  hill  for  addi- 
tional military  force  ....  875 
remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for  jeeesa  1339 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issue 

of  Treasury  notes  ....  1503 

remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes      ...  1553 
on  the  embargo  bill  -        -        -  1588,  1595 

Streshly,  Thomas,  and  William,  a  hill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of  *  -  -  -  .  1333 
read  twice,  and  committed  ,  .  .  1398 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1439 

Stuart,  PhiKp,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat 334 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Wabash  bUl     -        -        -        -        .  1349 
puts  a  question  to  Mr.  Widgery         •        -  1819 
Sugar,  a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on,  refined 

in  the  United  Sutes      .        •        •        .  1555 
Sundaya,  Mr.  Lyle  presented  a  petition  tHat 

mails  may  not  be  carried  on  -  -  -  344 
Mr.  Lacock    presented  a  petition  to   the 

same  effect  --•-..  398 
other  petitions  praying  the  aamt  420, 495,  533, 585 
report  of  the  Postmastto  General  on   the 

subject,  referred  -  ...  -  586 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -  -  -  618 
other  petitions,  to  the  same  e^et  -  800,  1031 
St.  Clair,  Arthur,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1040 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1157 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1158 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorixing  an  annu- 
ity to    1366 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1373 
rejected  on  the  third  reading*     ...  1420 
a  petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  committee  1437 
a  bill  granting  an  annuity  to,  twice  read  and 
committed     ......  1431 

rejected  on  third  reading  ....  1449 
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Taggart,  Mr.,  speech  of,  intended  to  be  deEv- 

ered  on  the  declaration  of  war        -        •  1638 
TaliafiBrro,  John,  Mr.  Burwell  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  complaining  of  the  undue  elec- 
tion of  John  P.  Hongerford ;  referred  to 
the  Conunittee  of  Elections    -        -        -  332 
report  of  stud  committee,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        -        -        -  357 
admitted  to  a  seat  on  the  floor    -        .        .  363 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  his  case,  read  377 
testimony  in  support  of  his  claim  to  a  seat  *  880 
decision  of  the  House  in  favor  of        -        -  893 
was  duly  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  •        «•  896 
Tallmadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's 

motion  to  employ  the  Army  .  -  «  738 
on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  Quartermaster's 

department 801 

speech  of,  on  the  militia  bill      •        -        -  1014 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  1046, 1080 

on  the  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction     -  1092 

on  the  case  of  RounsaToU  -        -        -        -  1248 

on  the  ordnance  bill          ....  1328 

dn  the  death  of  the  Vice  President    -        -  1326 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  Assistant 

SecreUrfes  of  War  -  -  -  -  1371 
remarks  of,  on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  4he 

embargo        .-•.-.  1447 

Taylor,  and  Richards,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of     -        -        •        -        -        .    420 
Tea  Plant,  a  quantity  of,  presented  by  J.  8. 

Grimes-  -  .  -  -  -  -  .  1437 
a  letter  respecting  the  culture  of  -  -  2178 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  o^  disapproving  certain 
amendments  of  th^  Constitution  proposed 
by  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vir- 
ginia      669 

resolution  ratifying  the  amendment  of  the 

same,  in  relation  to  titles        ...    5^9 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Landtf  were  insCmcted  in  relation 
to  certain  lands  in  ....  1100 

a  bill  from  the  Senate. to  anthorize  the  State 

of,  to  issue  grants,  ^  -  •*  -  -  1366 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  I870 
reported,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 1434 

.   report  of  said  committee  committed  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  -1449 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  suspend- 
ing the  opening  of  the  land  offices  in  the  344 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  on  motioii  of  Mr.  Rhea, 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  tho, 
presented  at  last  session,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee  •        •        •        .    333 

a  bill  providing  for  tho  government  of  the, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  348 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  rending  -  1248. 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1279 
returned  amended,  and  concurred  in  -  *•  1434 
a  bill  making  farther  provision  for  settling 

claims  to  land  in,  read  twice  •  -  -1326 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  •  •  1434 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1482 
concofredin 1484 


Territory  of  Louisiana— continued.  Page* 
sundry  resolutions  of  the  people  of,  asking 
that  th<f  second  grade  of  government  may 
be  extended  to  the,  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee          403 

a  petition  adverse  to  the  former  -        -        -    420 
Territory  of  Orleans,  a  bUl  to  extend  the  time 
for  opening  the  several  land  offidbs  in, 
read  twice,  and  committed     ...    349 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    363 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •    866 
retnrned  &em  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Poblic 
Lands  •.•••-•    373 
■ffeament  re|N>rted,  and  ooncnrred  in         •    897 
a  bill  firoa  the  Senate  giving  further  tame 

for  registering  claims  to  land  in      •        -  1249 
a  bill  io  the  same  efleet,  read  twice    •        -  1049 
4>rdered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        •  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     «        -        *  1083 
a  Message  firom  the  President  tranwwrilting 
the  proceedingps^f  a  convention  in  pursn* 
anee  of  the  act  to  enable  the  people  oS,  to 
form  a  constitution,  dtc        •        •        •  1155 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        *  1166 
Thompson,  John,  a  biH  for  relief  of^  read  twice, 

and  coounitted 1208 

rsported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1343 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1847 
Thornton,  WUlian^  petition  oi,  referred    -        •  1324 
Tobacco,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 

concerning  our  trade  in  -        -        -        -    695 
Tonnage,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  report  a  statement  of  the 

district,  6cc 660 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        •    732 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
obedience      ......  1018 

a  bill  to  lay  additional  duties  on,  read  twice  1556 
Toulmin,  Harry,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  containing  charges  against 

Judge 623 

Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 

committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of    569 
the  resolution  withdrawn,  and  the  charges, 

d(c.,  referred  to  a  select  committee  •    667 

sundry  papers  in  refutation  of  the  charges 

against -   764,  121d 

a  favorable  report  of  the  conduct  of,  con- 
curred in       •        •        -        -        -        •  1436 
the  complaint  against,  at  large  ...  2162 
Trading  Licenses,  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
relates  to  foreign,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu&e- 
tures     .......    885 

Transfer  of  Moneys,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 

Ury  of  the  Navy  of  the  ...    402 

Treasury  N4>tes,  a  bill  to  anthome  the  iMue  o( 

read  twice,  dec*      .        -        •        .        -  1490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -       •  1498 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -  1498 
raUuned  from  the  Senate  with  araendmenti, 
and  eonoorred  in  •        •        -       -        ^  1559 
Troup,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations   .        .        •    490 
renuurl^  of^  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 

raise  an  addititmal  military  force     -        -    616 
on  the  motion  to  recede  from  disagreement 
on  the  same  .-.-••    706 
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i^ech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  Toiunteem     -    740 

remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  ,      -  1185,  1194 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  Assistant 

Secretaries  of  War         ...        -1859 

Tmrenu,  Oeneral,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  State  •        -        -        -  1984 

•  U. 

Unchartered  Banks,  Mr.  Oholson  eabmitted  a 

resolotton  in  relattoa  to  -        •'       •        .  1188 
Union  Canal  Companj,  Mr.  Smitie  preaettted  a 
memorial  of  the,  referred  to  a  selecl  eom- 

mitteo 413 

the  said  memorial  at  large  ...  2159 

University  of  Orleans^  a  petition  of  the  Trvstees 
ot  the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pn^ 

lie  Lands 1450 

Ursnline  Nuns,  the  petition  of  the,  preeenttd  •  697 
referred  to  a  select  eommittee  .  .  •  701 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  lands 

with  the,  read  twice  .  •  .  •-  1105 
ordCTed  to  a  third  reading  •  •  •  .  l%8% 
vead  a  third  time,  and  pMsed  -  •  - .  1289 
returned  from  the  Senate  wkh  amendments  1819 
eoncurred  in  •  -  -  -  -  -  1851 
Usefiil  Arts,  dtc,  a  Inll  from  the  Senate  toeeenre 

inventors  in  the,  exclusive  rights     -        -  1018 
read  twice,  and  cemmitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee  - 1021 

reported  widi  amendments,  and  committed    1161 

V. 
Tenaraela,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  citizens  of,  read 

twice 1866 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        »        -        .  1878 
Termont,  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  ratiQr- 
ing  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution 

relating  to  titles 559 

a  report  of  the  Land  Commissioners  for  the 
District  of,  referred         -        -        -        -  1559 
Vessels,  repaired,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  re- 
,  port  the  number  o^  &c  •        •        -        .    584 
the  report  as  ordered  -        -        •        -    664 

captured,  Mr.  Little  submitted  a  resolution 

requesting  information  as  to  the  number  of  782 
B  report  of  the  captures  of,  made  by  Great 

BriUin 1768 

Tiee  President,  a  message  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  the      -        -        -  1825 
Tiiginia,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  ap- 
proving the  measures  of  Government     -  1018 
Tirginia  MUitary  Land  Warrants,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  McKee,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  in  relation  to        •    858 
report  of  said  committee  read    ...    868 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought 

in 560 

a  bill  to  ascertain  and  estaUiah  the  boundaries 

of  the,  read  tvrice,  dtc.  .  -  .  .  589 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  •  .  .  1085 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1086 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1484 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  1435 
a  disagreement  reported,  and  iBononrred  in  •  1450 

the  Senate  insisted 1482 

tiie  House  insisted,  and  asked  a  oonfeienee  1484 
report  of  the  managers  agreed  to  -  -  1487 
modifications  reported  concurred  in  •  -  1513 
modifications  agreed  to  by  the  Senata         •  1538 


Page. 

Virginia  Revolutionary  Claims,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  concerning         -        -  1215 
report  of  said  committee    ....  1249 
Volunteers,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 

accept,  read  twice,  dec.  ....  589 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

bill  recommitted  to  select  committee  -  619 
reported  with  amendment  -  -  •  .  664 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  8tf 
returned  firom  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 1009 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to, 
referred  ......  15^ 

a  bill  supftlementary  to  the  act  to  raise, 
read  twice     ......  1573 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1574 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1580 
returned  with  amendments  ...  1684 
concurred  in     -----        -  1586 

W. 

Wabash,  Mr.  Ormsby  submitted  a  resolntioii  rel- 
ative to  the  battle  on  the  -  -  -  557 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  official  report  of  Governor  Harrison  of 
the  part^ulara  of  the  battle,  dtc,  refinrred 
to  a  select  committee  ....  557 
•  a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, praying  provision  for  the  heirs  of 
the  killed,  dec,  referred  to  the  same  com* 

mittee 683 

report  of  the  committee  ....  698 
a  petition  of  the  officers  who  served  on  the  823 
a  bill  ordered  for  relief  of  the  heirs,  dec.  -  1041 
a  bill  Ibr  relief  of  the  officers,  dbc,  dec.,  read 

twice,  dec. -  1077 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1085 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  •  1066 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1240 
read  and  referred  -----  1245 
amendments  disagreed  to  •  -  ,  -  ^  -  1260 
the  Senate  insisted  -----  1278 
the  House  receded  -  -  '  '  '  ,  "  ^*^ 
the  official  report  of  the  battle  on  the  '  •.  2118 
War,  petitions  in  fevor  of,  and  remonstrating 

against    -  1436, 1478,  1479,  1481,  1482,  1483, 
1487,  1489,  1491,  1499,  1516,  1662,  1570 
Mr.   Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  in 
writbg,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  resort  to, 
against  Great  Britain    -        -        -        -  1467 
a  bill  declaring,  read  twice,  and  committed    1632 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1684 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1637 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1680 
concurred  in,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker    -  168!K 
signed  by  the  President  of  the  United  Ststes  1683 
War  Taxes,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolotion 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the        -        -        -        -        -        .        -1646 
Mr.  Roberta  submitted  a  resolution  to  post- 

Xne  the  same        -----  1666 
-ed  to  be  printed,  and  postponed  •        -  1558 
Washington,  a  petition  praying  certain  amend- 
ments in  the  charter  o^  referred      -        -    396 
a  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  charter  o^ 

read  twice,  dec.      -----    685 
reported,  and  recommitted  to «  select  com- 
mittee   823 
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"WMhington— continued.  Page, 
an  amendatorj  bill  reported,  read,  and  com- 
mitted    1018 

report^,  and  ordered  to  ^a  third  reading      •  1319 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1321 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1333 
concurred  in      -        -        -        •        -        -  1343 
Waabington  College,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 

Trustees  of,  read  twice,  dec    •        •        -    719 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1377 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1379 
"Wajs  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of  .....    333 

Webb,  Josiah  H.,  a  bill  fof  the  relief  oi;  read 

twice,  &c     -        -        -        -        -        -    2W 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -    369 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      *        -        -371 
Wellesley,  Lord,  correspondence  o^  with  Mr. 

Pinkney 1721,1730 

W^est  Florida,  Mr.  Poindexler  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  people  of,  praying  to  be  an- 
nexed to  Mississippi  Territory,  dec  -  368 
M>  much  of  said  petition  as  refers  to  annex- 
ation, referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
admission  of  Mississippi  Territory  into 

the  Union 367 

so  much  of  the  said  petition  as  refers  to  land 
claims,  refisrred  to  the  Committee  on  P«a>- 

lic  Lands 367 

the  petition  ibr  annexation,  at  large  -  -  2167 
West,  John  Sm  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  Ac  1167 
Weston,  Ezra,  and  Son,  petition  of,  referred  to  a 

select  committee  .....  1826 
Wharton,  Thomas  F.,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of,  concurred  in         •        -        -    427 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in       -        -        -        -    669 
Whipple,  Abraham,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  dkc 344 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    366 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    866 
White,  Bartholomew,  petition  of,  presented,  and 

leave  given  to  withdraw  it  •  -  -  1260 
Whitehill,  Mr.»  remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes  -  1658 
Whitlow,  Charles,  petition  of,  referred       -    403,  846 

Whitney,  Eli,  petition  of 1326 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  1326 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  dec      -        -  1414 
Widgenr,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 

fied,  and  took  his  seat    *        *        ~       .*    ^^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  the-  Presi- 
dent's Message 339 

speech  of^  on  Mr.  Clay*a  amendment  to  ^e 
Senate  bill  for  raising  an  additional  mili- 
tary force       602 

on  the  motion,  after  being  amended  •  -  668 
remarks  of,  on  receding  from  disagreement 

with  the  Senate  on  the  same  -        -        -    706 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to  employ  the 

Army 726 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  -  731,777 
qpeech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval 

Establishment 996 

on  the  war  taxes  .....  1142 
remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1266 
speech  ot,  on  the  importation  bill  -  -  1300 
remaiks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  a  recess    -  1337, 

1338 
on  the  embargo  bill 1697 
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Wilkinson,  General  James,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of      -        -        •        •        -  1665 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on    -        -  2126 
Williams,  B.  R.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution 

concerning  public  defence       ...    341 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

military  force         -        -        -        - ,      -    696 
speech  of,  on  the  amendments  proposed  to 

the  same        - 678 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  a  Quar- 
termaster's department  ....    802 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment      939 

on  arming  the  militia         ....  1046 
*    on  the  ordnance  bill  -        >        -        -        -  1328 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess         -        -  1339 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  Assistant  Secretaries 

of  War 1366 

on  the  District  banks  ....  1422 

on  the  resolution  to  recall  absentees  1424, 1426 
on  maritime  defence  -        -        -        •        .  1672 

on  the  embargo  cbill 1696 

WiUiams,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....    938 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1479 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1488 
Wilson,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  bill  to  raise  vol- 
unteers ......    772 

Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  relief  o(  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  1048 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -1168 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1196 
Winn,  Richard,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  hb  seat    -        -        -        -    381 

Winters,  Elisha,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

dtc -        -  1226 

Wirgman,  Charles,  a  bill  for  lelief  of,  read  twice    643 
Witnesses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  compensa- 
tion of 368 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  petition  of  the, 
in  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr,  was  referred 
to  a  flrclect  committee      ....    628 

Wright,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amend. 

ment  to  the  apportionment  bill        -        -    409 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations       ......    467 

remarks  of,  on  rules  and  orders  -        .    671 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bill  for 

additional  military  force  ...    608 

on  receding  from  said  amendment  -  -  708 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  employ  the 

Army 720,  726 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  -  739,  797 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  Establishment  bill  940 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  -  1081 
speech  of,  on  the  war  taxes  ...  1122 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  -  -  -1184 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  District 

Court  bUl 1229 

on  the  bill  to  permit  importatione  -  1290, 1308 
on  the  joint  i^esolution  for  recess        -        -  1316 

on  the  ordnance  bill 1323 

on  the  bill  authorizing  Assistant  Secretaries 

of  War 1875 

speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  1412 
remarks  o4  on  the  District  banks  -  •  1422 
on  recalling  absentees       ....  1426 
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on  a  question  of  order  •  -  •1464,1465 
on  the  repeal  of  the  nonimportation  act  -  1641 
on  the  war  taxea        ....        -  1568 


Teas  and  Nays,  on  recommitting  the  resolutions 

reported  to  refer  the  President's  Message     84p 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  read  the  docu- 
ments   -        -        -        -        -    .    -        -    841 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Commodore  Whipple  •  -  -  -  366 
on  filling  tb«  blank  in  the  apportionment 

bUl -    3fi6 

on  recommitting  the  same  .        -        -        «    366 
on  concurring  with  the  Committtee  of  Elec- 
tions in  their  report  on  the  contested  elec- 
tion between  John  P.  Hungerford  and  Jno. 

Taliaferro 393 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  recommit  the 

report 394 

on  John  P.  Hungerford's  title  to  a  seat  -  396 
on  the  right  of  John  Taliaferro  to  the  same  395 
on  postponing  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  apportionment  bill  -  '  -  -  •  403 
on  concurring  in  the  same  •  -  -  -413 
on   agreeing  to  the  first  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreigrn  Relations  -  -  419 
on  agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relatione  -  -  646 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations    -  '     •    646 
on  agreeing  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  resolu- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions       -    647 

on  receding  from  disagreement  with   the 

Senate  on  the  apportionment  bill  -  -  668 
on  amending  the  sixth  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  -  664,  666- 
on  agreeing  to  said  resolution  ...  566 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  complete 

the  existing  Military  Establishment  -  565 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force  -  -  •  -  612 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -  •  -  617 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  691 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  postpone  the 

same  indefinitely 716 

on  receding  from  the  first  amendment  to  the 

same 717 

on  receding  firom  the  other  amendments  -  718 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  employ  the 

Army  in  making  roads,  &c.  ...  737 
on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     -   779, 

798,  799 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill  -  •  800 
on  filling  a  blank  in  the  navy  bill  -  988,  1000 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  same,  999,  1002,  1003 
on  making  the  appropriation  (or  the  same 

for  three  years 1000 

on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  the  Military 

Establishment 1008 

on  amending  the  general  appropriation  biU  1010 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  militia  bill  -  -  1019 
on  the  passage  of  said  bill  •  ...  1081 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  defence  of 

maritime  nrontier  .....  1030 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

infirm  and  disabled  officers,  6lc,  -  '  1083 
on  amending  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia,  1047, 1070 
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on  reconsidering  a  vote  in  relation  to  said 

bill        i 1057 

on  the  resolution  to  raise  a  provisional  army  1069 
on  the  previous  question  ....  108S 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  arm  the 

militia 1084 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  loan  bill  .  .  1087 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  lj093 
on  the  resolutions  to  increase  the  import 

duties -        -  1188 

on  postponing  the  second  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  -  -  1110 
on  agreeing  to  the  same  ....  im 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolution  -  -  1111 
on  the  proposed  salt  tax  -  1 124,  1 1 15,  1 137 
on  reconsidering  a  vote  ....  1136 
on  recommitting  the  report  as  to  war  taxea  1145 
on  taxing  disttlleffs  .  -  •  «  •  1147 
on  taxing  retail^v  of  wines,  dbc.  .  •  1148 
on  taxing  aaies  at  auction  -  -  .  -1148 
on  taxing  refined  sugar  -  -  *  •  1 149 
on  taxing  pleasure  carriagea  -  -  -  1150 
on  taxing  bank  and  other  notes  -  1150, 1161 

on  the  question  of  direct  tax       •        -        -1162 
on  aOowtng  deduction  to  such  States  as  as- 
sume to  pay,  6cc   .        •        -        •        •  1153 
on  the  time  when  said  taxes  shall  begin     -  1153 
on  the  oontinuance  of  the  same  fi>r  a  year 

after  the  war  .....  1154 
on  all  the  tax  resolutions  together  -  -  1155 
on  concurring  with  the  amendments  of  the 

Senate  to  the  bill  for  defence,  dtc  .  -  1161 
on  empowering  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

Relations  to  send  for  persons,  dec  -  -  1195 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

General  St.  Clair   -        -        -        .        .1196 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  passing  the  Dis- 
trict Court  bill       119T 

on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  United  Sutes  Bank  act  .1199 
on  amending  the  Mississippi  bill  -  -  1309 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  1209 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  1213 
on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  Quartermas. 

ter's  department     -.       -  1313,  1214,  1416 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  admit  Lou- 
isiana • -        •  1237 

on  concurring  with  the  Senate's  amende 

ment  of  the  District  Court  bill  -  •  1280 
on  a  motion  to  revise  the  penal  code  -  -  1888 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

William  Hubbell 1846 

on  the  question  of  excluding  N.  Rounsavell 
fiom  conversation  with  members  while  in 
custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arma     -        -1861 
on  amending  a  motion  to  discharge  aaid 

^unsaveR 1274 

on  the  President's  objections  to  a  bill        •  1877 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  importa- 
tion bill 1818 

on  the  resolution  respecting  recess     -        -  1815 
.    on  the  bin  to  incorporate  the  Louisiana  Lead 

Company  ...-.-  1318 
on  amending  the  bill  making  further  proris- 

ion  for  the  army    ....        -  1887 

on  amending  the  engineer  hilt    -        -  1881, 1882 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -1881 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  flir- 

ther  provision  for  the  army    -        -        -  1884 
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on  postponing  the  joint  resolnticm  for  recess  1335, 

1342 
on  amending  the  same  ....  1336 
on  amending  the  general  appropriation  bill  1346 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  concerning  the 

Canary  Islands 1349 

on  the  first  clause  of  said  resolation  -  -  1350 
on  the  remainder  of  the  same  *  -  -  1351 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing 

Assistant  Secretaries  of  War  -  •>  •  1375 
on  postponing  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the 

embargo 1415,1419 

oft  the  Senate  bill  granting  annuity  to  Gen- 
eral St.  Glair 1420 

on  the  flpal  passage  of  the  bffl  to  incorporate 

the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria  -  1423 
on  adjourning  from  Thursday  to  Monday  -  1428 
on  amending  the   hilt  for  relief  of  Anna 

Young 1430 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        •        -  1438 
on  postponing  the  report  relating  to  the  Ca- 
nary Islands 1438 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

General  St.  Clair  -        -        -        -        -  1449 
en  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  decision        -  1466 
on  considering  Mr.  Randolph's  anti-war  res- 
olution   1470 

on  Mr.  Pearson's  resolution  regarding  enlist- 
ments     1485 

on  agreeing  to  the  report  in  favor  of  Amy 

Dardin 1488 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Treasury  note 

bill 1509 

on  amending  the  bill  to  impose  additiooij 

duties    ....  1514,  i515»  1530 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -  -  -  1631 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  non-importation  act  -  -  1534 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote  -  1542 
on  iadefliiite  {MMtpooemant  of  the  sama  -  1543 
on  reconsidering  the  last  vote  .  ^  -  1545 
•    on  the  resolation  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 

coorse  act  -  •  -  -  -  -  1545 
on  postponing  the  several  bills  laying  war 

taxes 1568 

on  amending  the  biU  to  prohibit  exporter 

tions  of  munitions  of  war  •  •  1560, 1564 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  same  -  -  156S 
on  tbs  passage  of  the  same  ...  1570 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote  •  1572 
on  amending  the  bill  respecting  deferred 

stocks 1579,  1580 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  raise  vol* 

unteers 1580 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  relating  to 
deferred  stocks 1581 
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on  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 

Army 1581 

on  reconsidering  the  last  vote     ...  1583 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading      -  1583 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -  158& 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  ibr 
volunteers      ......  1595 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -  1586 
on  the  previous  question    ....  1595 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  embargo  bill     -  1596 
on  the  day  Ibr  reading  the  same         -        -  1597 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        - .      •  1598 
on  preserving  secrecy  with  respect  to  the 

additional  army  bill       -        -        -        •  1599 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  •        •  1599 

ou  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
violations  of  secrecy       -        -        -        -  1600 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  embargo 

bill 1612 

on  the  previous  question  -        -        •1612 

on  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  decision   -  1613 
on  concurring  with  the  amendments  of  the 

Senate  to  the  embargo  bill  ...  1614 
on  the  question  of  secrecy  on  the  non-impor- 
tation biU  ....  -1617,1620 
on  the  question  respecting  additional  briga- 
diers -  -  -  -  •  -  •  1619 
on  amending  the  non-importation  bill  1621,  162ft 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  1622 
on  indefinite  postpooemei^t  of  the  Senate's 

amendments  to  the  same        ...  1623 
on  referring  a  confidential  Message  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole        ...  1629 
on  removing  the  injunction  of  secrecy  irom 

the  same        ....  168O,  1631 

on  rejecting  the  bill  declaring  war  -  -  1632 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  same  -  -  1638 
on  postponing  the  same  -  .  .  .  1635 
on  adjourning  during  discussion  of  the  same  1686 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -  -  1637 
on  expunging  from  the  Journal,  the  decla- 
ration of  Mr.  Poindexter  ...  1679 
on  laying  on  the  table  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  the  war  bill  -  -  -  .  1680 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -  1680, 

1681, 1682 
on  the  question  of  secrecy  respecting  the 

occupation  of  Florida     ....  1683 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -        -  1684 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Ridgely's  resolation  on 

the  same        -        -        -        -        -        •  1686 

on  considering  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution 

relating  to  secrecy  ....        .  1698 

Young,  Anna,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  dec  1244 

ordered  to  a  thifd  reading  ...  1431 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1438 
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Additional  Duties,  an  act  for  imposing,  on  goods, 

wares^  dec,  imported  ....  8838 
Additional  Miiitaiy  Force,  an  act  to  raise  an  -  8S29 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  an  -  -  2S40 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an  2343 
an  act  supplem^tary  to  the  act  to  raise  an  8S45 
am  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an  •  3266 
Affidavits  and  Bail,  an  act  for  the  more  conre- 

nient  taking  of,  dtc        ....  2239 
Alien  Enemies,  an  act  supplementarj  to  the  act 

concerning -  2356 

Apportionment  of  Representatives,  an  act  for  the, 
among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  third  enumeration    -        .        •        •  2227 
Annstrong,  John,  an  act  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  bills  drawn  by        •        -  2354 
Army  of  the  United  States,  an  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the     -        •        •        •  2299 
an  act  for  the  more  perfoet  organization  of 
the        ------        .  2332 

an  act  concerning  the  pay  of  the        -        -  2867 
an  act  making  further  provision  for  the      -  2361 
Artificers,  an  act  for  organizing  a  Corps  of        -  2277 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  a  joint  resolution  on  the 

subject  of      -        -        -        •        -        .  2862 

B. 

Btnk  of  the  United  States,  an  act  repealing  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the 2255 

Barbary  Powers,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  for 
a  farther  time  the  first  section  of  the  act 
further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the      -  2235 

Boundaries,  an  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  desig- 
nate certain   ---•••  2307 

Biownstown,  an  act  to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  making  of  certain  roads  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  o^ 
in  Michigan  Territory    ....  2226 


Congress,  an  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 

meeting  of    -        -        -        -"      -        -  2857 

Connecticut,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 

the  District  Courts  in  the  District  of       -  2235 

Cumberland  Road,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act 

concerning 2293 

D. 

Detachment  from  the  Militia,  an  act  to  author- 
ize a      2267 

Detroit,  an  act  to  authorize  the  granting  of  pat- 
ents for  land,  dbc.,  in  the  District  of  .     -  2273 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  authorising  remis- 
sion of  forfeited  recognisance  within  the,  2319 
tn  act  to  amend  the  laws  within  the  -        -  2328 
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an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide 
for  a  more  effectual  organization  of  tho 
Militia  of  the  .        *        .        .        .  88S8 

an  act  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  levj 

court  of  the  county  of  Washington  in  thie  S341 
an  act  further  to  amend  the  charter  df  the 
City  of  Washington  in  the     -        -        -  2284 
Documents,  an  act  to  authorize  the  transporta- 
tion of  certain,  free  of  postage 
Drawback,  an  act  to  extend  the  time  of  export- 
ing with  privilege  of      •        -        -        •  2315 

E. 

Embargo,  an  act  laying  an,  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
sels in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  for  a  limited  time  -        -        -  22C2 

Enemies,  an  act  to  prohibit  American  vessels 

f^m  trading  with 2364 

Engineers,  an  act  making  further  provision  for 

the  Coips  of 2282 

Entry  of  Vessels,  an  act  to  admit  the,  on  certain 

conditions 2868 

First  District,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  Circuit  Court  of  the   -        -        -2267 

Forfeited  Recognisances,  an  act  authorizing  re- 
mission of,  within  the  District  of  Columbia  2819 

G- 

General  Land  Ofike,  an  act  for  the  establisb- 

ment  of  a •  2279 

General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  an  aet 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  for 
the  accommodation  of  the       -        .        .  2261 

Georgetown  Lancaster  School  Society,  an  aet  to 

incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the       -        -  2256 

Government,  an  act  making  ai^ropriatioas  for 

the  support  of        -        -        •        -        •  2244 
an  act  making   additional   appropriatioaa 
for,  dec  ......  S298 

GhreenviUe,  an  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  line 
esUbUshed  by  the  Treaty  of;  to  the  North 
Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio    -        -        -  2229 


Humiliation  and  Prayer,  a  joint  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  a  day  for  public   •       •  2864 

L 
Indiana  Territory,  an  act  supplementary  to  the 

act  for  dividing,  dtc        ....  2815 
Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  concerning        -        -  2846 

J, 
Jeffisrson  College,  an  act  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the,  in  Mississippi 
Territory 2239 
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yf%— fc'S  mn  act  for  the  Tevinoii  of  former  con* 
firmatioiic,  and  for  oonfirmiDg   certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  District  of      -        -  2837 
an  act  to  eetaMieh  a  land  district  in  the  Illi- 
nois Territory  east  of  the  District  o(  dtc   2S41 


Letters  of  Marque,  &c.,  an  act  concerning        -  3837 
TttTj  Court,  an  act  conferring  certain  powers  on 
Uie«  of  Washington  county,  District  of 

ColombU 2341 

library,  an  act  making  forther  appropriations  for 

thesapportofa 3S3§ 

a  jmnt  resohttioa  granting  permission  to  the 
Judges  of  the  United  States  Courts  to 
have  the  use  of  the  books  in  the  -  •  3363 
Light-Houses,  an  act  to  authorise  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  purchase  of  Winslow 
Lewis  his  patent  right  to  an  improvement 
in  the  method  of  lighting  -  -  -  2350 
Loan,  an  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  eleven  mil- 
lions     -------  3353 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  foregoing        •  3360 
Louisiana,  an  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State 

o(,  into  the  Union,  dtc  -        -        -        •  3364 

an  act  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  State  of  -  3370 

an  act  granting  to  the  Governor  of,  and  his 
successors  in  office,  a  lot  of  ground  and 
building  thereon,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans       3384 

an  act  for  ascertaining  titles  and  claims  to 
lands  in  that  part  of  the  Territory  of,  east 
of  the  river  Mississippi  and  bland  of  New 
Orieans 3376 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of,  into  the  Union    -  3309 

an  act  giving  validity  to  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  in  the  western  district  of  the  Terri- 
tory, now  the  State  of    -        -        -        -  3344 


Maine,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  one 

of  the  district  courts,  in  the  district  of     -  8335 

Maritime  Frontier,  an  act  making  further  appro- 
priation for  defence  of  the       .        -        -  8351 
an  act  of  the  same  tenor  and  for  further  sup- 
port of  the  Navy    -        -        -        -        -3335 

Maryland,  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the 

Legislature  of 2291 

Mason's  Island,  an  act  authorizing  the  cutting 
and  making  of  a  canal  around  the  west 
end  of  the  causeway  from,  to  the  main 
land 2319 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the 2300 

Military  Bounty  Lands,  an  act  to  provide  for  de- 
signating, Ac 2292 

Military  Establishment,  an  act  to  complete  the 

existing 2227 

an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 

of  the 2239 

an  act  making  additional  appropriation  for 
the  existing,  and  Indian  department        -  2337 

Militia,  an  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  2267 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  or- 
ganization of  the,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia   2338 


Page. 

MisBissippi  Territory,  an  aet  to  enlarge  the  bound- 

ariesof 3298 

an  act  confirming  claims  to  lands  in,  found- 
ed on  British  and  Spanish  grants    -        -  3334 
an  aet  confirming  claims  to  lands  in,  derived 
from  the  British  Government  of  West 

Florida 8353 

a  joint  resolution  requesting  the  assent  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  to  dividing,  into  two 
States 8363 

Missouri,  an  act  providing  for  the  government  of 

the  Territory  of 2310 

an  act  nuking  farther  provision  for  settling 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  -        -  2316 
N. 

Naval  Establiihment,  an  act  concerning  the      •  2261 

Navy  of  the  United  States,  an  act  making  impro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the        -        -  2342 

New  Orieans,  an  act  granting  to  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of,  the  use  and  possession  of  a 
certain  lot  of  ground  in  said  city     -        -  2262 

New  York,  an  act  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  judge  of  the  dtttrict  court, 
for  the  district  of 2281 

North  Bend,  an  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
and  opening  of  a  public  road  from  the  line 
established  by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  to 
the,  in  the  Stato  of  Ohio        .        .        -  2229 

North  Carolina,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of 2234 


Old  Six  Per  Cent  and  Deferred  Stocks,  an  act  au- 
thorizing subscription  to  the,  and  provid- 
ing for  an  exchange  of  the  same    -        -  2859 

Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  dec,  an  act  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of       -        -        -  2230 
P. 

Pearl  River,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Commis- 
sioners west  of  the        .        -        .        •  8851 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  altar  and  establish  certain  8294 

Pre-emption,  an  act  allowing  further  time  for 
completing  the  paymento  on  certain  lands 
held  by  right  oi  in  Mississippi  Territory  2226 

President  j9ro  iem.  of  the  Senate,  an  act  to  com- 
pensate for  his  services,  the    -        -        -  2354 

Prisoners  of  War,  an  act  for  the  safo-keeping  and 

accommodation  of 2354 

Public  BuildingSy  an  act  making  appropriations  to 
diicharge  all  outatanding  claims  for  work 
done  on  the,  and  to  compensate  the  Su- 
perintendent  2846 

Public  Grounds,  aivact  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of 
years,  any  of  the,  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton         2345 

Public  Lands,  an  act  giving  further  time  to  pur- 
chasers of  the,  northwest  of  Ohio  river    •  2275 
an  act  supplementary  to  Hie  foregoing        -  2368 

Q. 

Quartermaster's  Department,  an  act  to  establish  a  2257 
an  act  to  amend  the  foregoing    -        -        •  2308 
R. 
Rangera,  an  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
_^  United  StatM  to  raise  certain  companies 
of,  dec 2338 
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Bangera — oontinued. 

an  act  •upplamentary  to  t^  fyngoing 
an  act  making  appropriation  for  the  expenaea 
incident  to  aud      .        •        .        •        •  2838 
BoAigeea,  an  act  conc«ning     -        •        -        •  2374 
Reverted  Lands,  an  act  directing  the  tonna  on 

whidi,  ihali  again  be  aold      ...  2224 
Revolutionary  War,  an  act  to  provide  for  peraona 

diaabled  in  the 2281 

S. 

Salaries,  an  act  to  continue  in  force,  lor  a  limited 

time,  the  act  concerning         ...  2276 
Ships  and  Vessels,  an  act  to  authorize  the  depart- 
ure of,  in  ceTtaii[i  dbee  -        •        .        .  2381 
Specie,  dtc,  an  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  2369 
Steamboats,  an  act  respecting  the  enrolling  and 

licensing  of 22M 

Stock,  an  act  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of    -        -  2340 
Suffrage,  an  act  to  extend  the  right  of,  in  Illinois 

Territory 2307 


Territory  of  Orleans,  an  act  exfending  the  time 

for  opening  the  several  land  offices  in  the  2236 


Territory  of  Orleans— continued.  Page 

an  act  giving  further  time  for  registering 

claims  to  land  in  the  western  diatriet  of  the  3Stt 
an  act  of  the  same  tenor  for  the  eastern  di*» 

trictofthe 2379 

Treasury  Notes,  an  act  authorizing  the  issulBg  of  3336 

U. 

Ursnline  Nuns,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 

of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the  -         -  3371 

V. 
Venezuela,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  cttizens  tif  33M 
Virginia  Military  Bounty  Lands,  an  act  concern- 
ing         33» 

Vohinteer  Military  Corps,  an  act  authoriang  tlie 
President  of  the  United  States  to  acoept 

certain 3315 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  foregoing        •  336) 

W. 

Wabash,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaign 

on  the 3316 

War^  an  act  declaring,  with  Great  Britain  -        -  3332 
Waahington,  an  act  further  to  amend  the  char- 
ter of  the  City  of 3884 


